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'    tJi        I.  Jl  '   " 


The  present  Volmne  brings  the  Parliamentary  History  of 
ifcis  C/ountry  down  to  tiie  Year  1171 ;  and^  like  the  preceding 
Volames^  contains  many  interesting  Debates  which  have  never 
found  their  way  into  any  former  Collection,.  To  enumerate 
them  would  be  to  exceed  the  limits  of  a  Preface,  but  the  Editor 
b^  leave  to  call  the  particulfir  attention  of  ^  Sali$Gnbex»  to 
the  following :  tiz* 

ITfia  Feb.  KX  Debate  fai  Ike  Hoiue  of  Lords,  on  Ae  Bower  of  the  King  to 
sake  Laws  and  Stilotefl  of  sufficient  force  and  Talidity  to  bind  the  Colonies  and 
People  of  Anerica.  This  Debate  isprinted  from  a  Manuscript  m  the  Hardwicke 
CoQectioD ;  and  contains  the  great  Lord  Camden's  first  Speech  in  the  House  of 
PeersL  / 

1768.  Dec  15*  Mbute  of  Piroceedings  in  the  House  of  Lords,  respecting 
the  Discontents  in  America*    From  the  fiardwicke  Papers. 

1767.  Not.  24.  DAate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Addaw^s  of  Thanhs  fa  Aasircr 
to  the  King's  Speech. 

1770.  Jan.  9.  Debate  m  the  Commons  on  the  Address  of  Thanks  m  Answer 
to  the  King's  Speech. 


Jan.         Debate  fa  the  Commons  on  the  Choice  of  a  Speaker. 

Jr  Debate  m  the  Commons  on  a  Motion  for  tlie  Redress  of  Grierances 

prr    uos  to  granting  a  Siq>ply. 

Jan.  25.    Debate  fa  the  Commons  on  a  Motion  **  That  fa  Matters  of  Election 
thia  House  is  bound  to  judge  accordfag  to  the  Law  of  the  Land,  Ac" 

Feb.  12»    Debate  fa  the  Commons  on  a  Motion  to  disqualify  Revenue  Officers 
trom  Totfag  at 'Elections. 

Fd).  28.    Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  State  of  the  Civil  List. 

March  5.    Debate  fa  the  Commons  on  a  Motion  to  repeal  the  American  Tea- 
Do^  BiO. 


PREFACE. 


March  15.    Debate  in  Che  Commoiia  on  Che  EemoDatraace  of  the  City  of 
London  to  the  King. 

FA.  28.    Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr.  George  GrenviUe'a  Bill  for  rega,* 
•lating  the  Triab  of  Controverted  Eleetiona. 

May  3.    DdMite  in  the  Commoni  on  the  sudden  Prorogation  of  the  Irish  Par- 
liament. 

May  4.    Debate  m  the  Lords  on  the  Earl  rf  Chatham's  Motion  toadung  the 
8  Answer  to  the  Remonstrance  of  the  City  of  London. 


May  18.    Debate  in  die  Lords  on  the  Duke  of  Richmond'a  Resolutions  relat- 
ing to  the  Disorders  in  America. 

Nov.  IS.    Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Address  of  llianks  in  aunrer  to  the 
s  Speech. 


Nov.  22.  Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  Motion  respect- 
ing the  Seizure  of  Falkland's  Island. 

Nov.  27.  Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr.  Constantino  Fhipps's  Motion  re- 
specting the  Power  of  the  Attorney  General  to  file  Informations  Ez-Offido. 

Dec.  6.  Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr.  Seijeant  Glynn's  Motion  for  a  Com* 
mittee  to  enquire  into  the  Administration  ef  Criminal  Justice,  and  the  Phx^eed- 
ings  of  the  Judges  in  Westminster  HaU,  particularly  in  Cases  relating  to  the 
Liber^  of  the  F^ress,  and  the  Constitutional  Power  and  Duty  of  Juries. 


Loxnoir,  5,  Pafiion  Square^ 
JuneU,  1813. 
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5  GEORGE  THE  THIRD,  A.  D,  1765. 


FOURTH  SESSION 

or  THE 

TWELFTH   PARLIAMENT 

OF 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Km^$  Speech  Oft  Opening  the 

SemoM.]  January  10,  1765.  His  Ma- 
jesty cane  to  the  House  of  Peers  and 
opened  the  Session  with  the  f*following 
Speech  to  both  Houses : 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

''  The  ritnstion  of  afbirs  both  at  home 
Hid  abroad  his  enabled  me  to  allow  you 
that  receaa  which  has  been  usual  in  times 
of  publiclnuiquillity . 

*'  I  have  DOW  the  satisfaction  to  inform 
TOO,  that  I  have  agreed  with  my  good 
brother  the  king  of  Denmark^  to  cement 
the  anion  whicn  has  long  subsisted  be- 
tween the  two  crownsy  by  the  marriage  of 
the  prince  royaJ  of  Denmark  with  my  sis- 
ter the  princess  Caroline  Matilda ;  which 
stohe  Bolemnized  as  soon  as  their  re- 
^re  ages  will  permit. 

**l  obmre  with  pleasure,  that  the 
^enti  which  have  happened  in  the  course 
of  the  hut  year  give  us  reason  to  hope  for 
the  duration  of  that  oeace  which  has  been 
so  happily  establishea,  and  which  it  is  my 
'^QtioD  strictly  to  maintain.  The  courts 
of  Fiance  and  Spain  haye  given  me  fresh 
'"connces  of  their  good  dupodtions.  The 
^re  quiet  of  the  empire  has  been  con- 
ned, by  the  unanimous  choice  of  a  sue* 
^^r  to  the  imperial  dignity;  and  the 
l^^ceable  election  of  the  king  of  Poland 
"^prevented  those  fatal  consequences, 
T^  upon  ^similar  occasions,  have  so 
^^tly  been  destructive  to  the  repose 
«  Europe.  I  am  happy»  therefore,  to 
tQeet  my  parhamenl  at  a  time  when  no  fo" 
^  dttturbances  interrupt  their  consul- 
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tati0ns  fbr  the  internal  good  order  and 
prosperity  of  my  lungdoms. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

**  I  shall  ask  of  you,  for  the  current 
service  of  the  year,  no  other  Supplies  than 
such  as  are  necessanr  for  those  establish^ 
ments  which  have  already  met  with  your 
approbation ;  and  I  will  order  the  pvop^r 
estimates  for  this  purpose  to  be  laid  Wore 
you. 

**  1  must,  however,  earnestly  recom^ 
mend  to  you  the  continuance  of  that  at« 
tention  which  you  have  hitherto  shewn, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  public  revenue, 
and  the  diminution  of  the  national  debt. 
For  these  desirable  and  necessary  ends,  I 
am  persuaded  that  vou  will  pursue  every 
proper  measure  whi^h  the  state  of  my  do- 
minions, and  the  circumstances  of  the 
limes  may  require. 

**  My  Lords,  and  Grentlemen ; 

**  The  experience  which  I  have  had  ef 
your  former  conduct,  makes  me  rely  oa 
your  wisdom  and  firmness,  in  promoting 
that  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  respect  to 
the  legislative  authority,  of  this  kingdom, 
which  is  essentially  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  the  whole ;  and  in  establishing 
such  regulations  as  may  best  connect  and 
strengthen  every  part  of  my  dominionSi 
for  their  mutual  benefit  and  support 

*<  The  affection  which  I  bear  to  my 
people  excites  my  earnest  wishes,  that 
every  session  of  parliament  mav  be  dis- 
tinguished by  some  plans  for 'Uie  public 
advantage,  and  for  their  relief  from  those 
difficulties  which  an  expensive  war  has 
brought  upon  them.  My  concurrence 
and  encouragement  shall  never  be  wanting, 
where  their  welfare  is  concerned:  and 
I  trust  that,  for  the  attainment  of  thai 
great  object,  you  will  proceed  with  temper, 
unanimity,  and  dispatch.'*  ^ 
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Ma^sty  having   retired,    thchr  lordships 
(f^reed  upon  the  following  Address ; 
**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 
*^  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  an^ 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tem- 

5 oral  in  parliament  assembled,  return  your 
lajesty  our  bumble  thanks,  for  your 
most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 

*f  We  acknowledge  with  gratitude  your 
Majesty's  goodness,  in  acquainting  us 
with  your  having  agreed  to  a  marriage 
between  the  prince  royal  of  Denmark  and 
your  Majesty's  sister  the  princess  Caro- 
line Matilda,  to  be  solemnized  as  soon  as 
their  respective  ages  will  permit.  And 
we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  of 
our  entire  satisfaction  in  the  choice  of  this 
alliance;  which,  under  the  blessing  of 
Providence,  cannot  fail  of  cementing  and 
strengthening  the  union  which  has  so  long 
subsisted  between  the  crowns  of  Great 
Britain  and  Denmark,  and  thereby  con- 
ducbig  to  the  support  4>f  the  Protestant 
cause. 

^*  We  sincerely  rejoice  in  those  events 
of  the  last  year,  which  seem  to  promise  a 
continuance  of  the  peace  so  happily  esta- 
blished; and  we  receive  with  gratitude 
the  declaration  which  your  Majesty  is 
graciously  pleased  to  make,  of  your  reso- 
lution  strietly  to  maintain  it.  We  hope 
that  the  fresh  assurances  which  the  courts 
of  France  and  Spain  have  given  of  their 
good  dispositions,  the  quiet  of  the  empire 
confirmed  by  the  unanimous  choice  of  a 
successor  to  the  imperial  disnity,  and  the 
peaceable  election  of  the  king  of  Poland, 
will  contribute  to  the  security  of  the  ge- 
neral tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  that  it 
will  lon^  remain  fixed  on  a  firm  and  last- 
ing, basis.  And  we  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  Majesty,  that,  as  the  present  undis- 
iurbed  state  of  afikirs  abroad  i^rds  so  fa- 
vourable an  opportunity  for  the  delibera- 
lioos  of  your  parliament  on  such  objects 
as  may  be  most  conducive  to  the  internal 
ffood  order  and  prosperity  of  these  king- 
SomSv  nothing  shall  be  wantinff  in  care 
and  attention  on  our  part,  which  may 
promote  the  welfiire  and  honour  of  our 
country. 

**  Permit  us^  Sir,  to  ofier  to  your  Ma- 
jesty our  huQi^ble  acknowledgments,  for 
the  gracious  approbation  which  your  Ma- 
jesty is  pleased  to  declare  of  our  former 
conduct;  and  to  give  your  Majesty  the 
0tronge»t  assurances,  that  we  will  firmly 
persist  in  exerting  our  zealous  endeavours 
to  promote  due  obedience  to  the  laws,  and 
reveve&cetb  the  legislative  authority^  of 
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this  kingdom ;  and^  to  establish  such  r 
lations  as  shall '  appear  to  be  most  con 
clve  to  the  mutual  benefit  and^  support 
all  your  Majesty's  dominions. 

"  With  hearts  full 'of  duty  and 
tion,  we  offer  our  unfeigned  thanks  to  your ' 
Majesty,  for  your  paternal  care  and  ten- 
der concern  for  the  difficulties  which  have 
been  brought  on  your  subjects  by  a  long 
and  burdensome  war,  and  &r  your  roju 
wishes  that  your  parliament  may  tue 
every  occasion  for  their  relief.  Animated 
with  these  sentiments,  we  assure  your  Ma- 
jesty diat  we- will  proceed  with  that  tem- 
per, unanimity,  and  dispatch,  which  your 
Majesty  is  pleased  to  recommend  to  us, 
in  the  pursuit  of  those  great  and  impor- 
tant obiects  to  which  your  Majesty  bas 
directed  our  attention." 

The  King^s  iiiMtrer.]^  His  Majesty  re- 
turned this  Answer: 
"  My  Lords, 

'*  I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  afic* 
tionate  Ad4ress.  The  satis&ction  which 
you  express*  on  tlie  intended  marrif^  of 
my  siste^  the  princess  Caroline  Matikla, 
is  particularly  agreeable  to  me :  and  I  ac- 
cept with  pleasure  the  assurances  you 
give  me  of  your  zealous  endeavours  for 
the  advancement  of  the  prosperity  of  my 
kingdoms,  and  the  happiness  of  my  peo- 
ple, which  I  sliall  ever  nave  most  sincerely 
at  heart." 

7%c  Common^  Address  of  Thanks."] 
The  Commons  being  returned  to  their 
House,  lord  Warkworth  moved  the  fol- 
lowing Address,  which  was  agreed  to  ntm, 
con. 

**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

*^  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
t|un,  in  parliament  assembled^  beg  leave  to 
return  your  Majesty  the  most  humble 
thanks  of  this  House,  for  your  most  grap 
cious  Speech  from  the  throne* 

*^  Permit  us,  at  the  same  time,  to  ofo 
to  your  Majesty  our  dutiful  congratula^ 
tions  upon  the  marriiu;e  agreed  to  be  so- 
lemnized between  the  Prince  Royal  of  Pen- 
mark  and  her  royal  highness  the  princesa 
Caroline  Matilda, -as  soon  as  their  ifspea^ 
tive  ages  will  permit :  which  hsappy  unioB 
cannot  but  be  most  pleasing  to  your  faith- 
ful Commons,  as  it  must  tend  to  cement 
and  strengtlien  tlie  ancient  alliance  be- 
tween the  crowns  of  Great  Britain  and 
Denmark,  and  thereby  add  security  to  th# 
Protestant  religion^ 


S]      Deiaie  in  ike  Cammom  on  General 

<<  Webeg  ledTe  abo  to  declare  our  sa- 
tu&cdon  at  those  ereDta  of  the  lak  J^^f 
wliich  promise  fhfi  contiauance  of  the 
peiceao  haopflj  established  and  maintain- 
ed bj  yoar  Majesty's  wise  and  steady  con* 
dttct;  sad  to  express  our  hopes  that  the 
fi^sh  aaarancesy  which-  have  been  given 
bj  the  Gouits  of  France  and  Spain,  of  their 
good  disyositisBB,  the  unanimous  choice  of 
a  aiccesior  to  the  imperial  throne,  and 
the  uQ&tarbed  election  of  the  king  of 
Pokad,  vi  lecare  and  confirm  the  gene- 
nl  tnifSStj  of  Europe.  In  this  situa* 
tioD,  we  itiiik  it  our  duty  to  give  our  par- 
tkok  stteotion  to  such  regtilations,  as 
wili  ooct  effisctuaUy  promote  the'  inter- 
ib/  good  order  and  prosperity  of  these 
iBigdoms. 

**  Your  Majesty  may  be  assured  that  we 
viO,  widy  dieerfblness  and  dispatch,  raise 
socfa  wxp^&sB  as  shall  be  found  necessary 
for  the  cuieDt  service  of  the  yean  And 
beng  thoroughly  aenaible  of  your  Majes- 
ty's patenud  concern  for  the  relief  and 
i^el&re  of  your  people,  in  recommending 
to  OS  the  mprovement  of  the  public  reve- 
soe,  ad  the  diminution  of  the  national 
^ti  on  which  Ae  future  safety  of  Great 
firitaia  most  aepend,  we  will  apply  our- 
kItcs,  with  the  utmost  zeal  and  assideity 
to  canv  mto  execution  every  proper  mea- 
sure which  may  contribute  to  these  great 
aad  salatsry  purposes,  and  which  the  state 
of  your  Majesty's  dominions,  and  the  cir- 
c^^oatSQces  of  the  tiroes,  shall  require. 

"We  acknowledge,  with  the  liveliest 
f^titode,  the  gracious  expressions  of 
yoor  Majesty's  tender  affection,  and  of 
yoorcoQstaDt  care,  for  the  mutual  benefit 
^ods^ipport  of  all  your  subjects.  And  we 
'^cve  your  Majesty,  that,  animated  with 
^  lentimenta,  wo  will  endeavour  to 
^^e  the  confidence  which  your  Majes- 
ty Hfiieaied  to  repose  in  us,  by  pursuing 
e?eryplan  which  snail  appear  to  us  to  be 
calculated  for  the  public  advantage ;  and 
^  proceed  therein  with  that  temper  and 
iinnoett,  which  will  best  conciliate  and  in- 
live  due  submission  to  the  laws,  and  re- 
verence to  the  legislative  authority  of 
G'eat  Britain." 

^  Kii^s  Anstter.']  To  which  Ad- 
^  his  Majesty  returned  this  Answer.: 
**  Gentlemen, 
"J  return  you  my  thanks  for  this  very 
^ai  and  affectionate  Address :  and  1 
^i%  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  your 
y^'^y'failations  on  the  marrii^e  agreed  to 
^  nlmuied  between  the  Fringe  Ko  val  of 
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Denmark,  and  my  sister,  the  princess  Ca* 
roliae  Matilda.  My  constant  endeavour 
shall  be  employed  to  preserve  the  public 
traiiquillitv,  to  secure  the  rights,  and  pro*^ 
mote  the  happiness  of  my  people.'* 

ResidutiofU  of  the  Commons  reloHng  to 
the  Poor  Lam,']  January  22.  Mr.  Black- 
stone  reported  from  the  committee,  ap* 
pointed  to  revise  and  consider  the  laws  re- 
latin{^  to  the  poor  of  that  part  cX  Great 
Britain  called  England:  and  to  report 
their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House,  as 
to  the  defects,  the  repeal,  or  amendment, 
of  the  said  laws,  and  as  to  making  of  any 
new  provisions  or  regulations  for  the  bet- 
ter relief,  employment,  and  settlement,  of 
the  poor ;  tliat  the  committee  had  consi- 
dered the  matters  to  them  referred ;  and 
had  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  I.  *<  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee.  That  the  laws  relating  to 
the  poor  are,  in  many  respects,  defective. 
2.  That  the  present  method  of  regulating 
the  poor  by  annual  parochial  officers,  in 
separate  parishes  and  townships,  is,  in 
general,  ineffectual  for  their  proper  relief 
and'  employment.  3.  That  the  present 
methods  of  applying  the  sums  raised  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  are,  in  general, 
grievous  to  their  respective  parishes,  and 
of  pernicious  effects  to  the  public.  4w 
That  the  employment  of  the  able  poor,  i« 
such  works,  as  may  be  suited  to  their 
strength  and  capacity,  will  be  very  benefi- 
cial to  the  kingdom.  5.  That  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  competent  number  of  districts 
throughout  England  and  Wales,  by  autho* 
rity  of  parliament,  with  proper  powers  for 
uniting  and  incorporating  the  several  pa^ 
rishes,  townships,  and  placed  in  each, 
and  the  establishing  a  proper  hospital, 
workhouse,  and  house  of  correction,  in 
each  district,  under  the  management  of 
governors,  directors,  or  trustees,  to  be 
specially  chosen  for  that  purpose,  will  be 
the  most  easy  and  effectual  method  for 
relieving  the  impotent,  employing  the 
industrious,  and  retbrming  the  vicious, 
poor." 

The  said  Resolutions  were  agreed  to  by 
the  House ;  and  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
btought  in,  pursuant  thereto. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  General 
Warrants,']  January  29*  On  the  motion 
of  sir  William  Meredith,  the  proceedings 
of  the  Ilouse  of  the  Hth  of  February  last, 
m  relation  to  the  question  proposed,  That 
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a  General  Warrant  for  apprehending  and 
seizing  the  authon,  printersy  and  pub- 
lishcrsy  of  a  seditious  libel,' together  with 
theis  papers,  is  not  warranted  by  law: 
and  also  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
itfe.  17th  of  February  last,  when  the 
House  resumed  the  adjourned  debate  upon 
the  said  proposed  question,  were  read. 
Then  sir  WiUiam  moved,  "  That  a  Gene- 
ral Warrant  for  apprehending  the  authors, 
printers,  or  publishers,  of  a  libel,  together 
with  their  papers,  is  not  warranted  by  law, 
and  is  an  high  violation  of  the  liberty  of 
the  subject," 

It  was  supported  with  the  same  Argu- 
ments as  betofPf  with  some  retort  upon  the 
administration,  that  the  question  was  not 
now  subjudiee^  as  in  the  action  brought  by 
Mr.  Witkes  against  lord  Halifax ;  for  Mr. 
Wilkes  being  outlawed,  that  action  could 
not  he  tried.  The  ministry,  however,  still 
insisted  that  the  question  was  sub  judice : 
particularly  in  the  cases  between  the 
printers  and  the  messengers,  where  bills  of 
exceptions  had  been  brought,  and  which 
were  not  yet  argued.  There  was  fallacy 
in  'this  argument,  as  those  bills  of  excep- 
tions did  not  touch  the  legality  of  the  war- 
rant. It  is  true,  the  court  of  King's- 
bench  did,  several  months  afterwards, 
when  some  of  those  bills  of  exceptions 
came  to  be  argued,  soleTnnly  condemn  the 
warrant ;  but  that  question  was  not  strictly 
before  them,  and  tney  need  not  have  done 
it,  had  they  not  been  so  inclined.  The 
ministry  likewise  'insisted,  that  the  delay 
in  obtaining  this  determination  in  the 
courts  below,  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
solicitor  for  the  prosecutors;  and  they 
dwelt  particularly  upon  the  impropriety, 
as  they  called  it,  of  one  House  of  Parlia- 
ment only,  coming  to  a  resolution  upon  a 
point  of  law ;  that  such  resolution  was  no 
security  to  liberty,  that  it  was  ineffectual 
as  to  the  purpose  intended,  and  that  it 
would  be  nugatory  in  a  pleading  in  West- 
minster* hail,  the  judges  there  being  bound 
to  follow  the  law  as  made  by  the  Uiree  es- 
tates, and  not  the  sentiments  of  the  House 
of  Commons  alone. 

In  the  course  of  the  Debate,  Dr.  Hay 
narrowed  the  question,  by  proposmg  an 
Amendment  to  the  question,  by  prefixing 
thereto  these  words :  **  That  in  the  particu- 
lar case  of  libels,  and  of  no  other  crime,  it 
is  proper  and  necessary  tor  fix,  by  a  vote 
of  this  House  only,  what  ought  to  be 
deemed  the  law  in  respect  of  general  war- 
.  rants;  and  for  that  purpoae,  at  the  time 


when  the  determination  of  the  leeality  of 
such  warrants,  in  the  instance  of  a  most* 
seditious  and  treasonable  libel,  is  actuailj 
depending  before  the  courts  of  law,  for 
this  House  to  declare.*' 

,An  Amendment  was  proposed  to  be 
made  to  the  said  proposed  Amendment, 
by  leaving  out  the  words  *^  and  of  no  other 
crime.'*  And  the  said  Amendment  was» 
upon  the  Question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  bv  the  House. 

Then  the  question  being  put,  That  the 
said  Amendment,  so  amended,  h^  prefix- 
ed to  the  question  first  proposea:  the 
House  divided:  Yeas- 224;  Noes  185. 
So  it  waa  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  the  main  question,  so  amended, 
bemg  pu^  **  That,  in  the  particular  case 
of  libels,  it  is  proper  and  necessafry  to  fix, 
by  a  vote  of  tnis  House  only,  what  ought 
to  be  deemed  the  law  in  reispect  of  general 
warrants ;  and  for  that  purpose,  at  the  time 
when  the  determination  of  the  legality  of 
such  warrants,  in  the  instance  of  a  most 
seditious  and  treasonable  libel,  is  actually 
depending  before  the  courts  of  law,  for 
this  House  to  declare,  that  a  General 
Warrant  for  apprehending  the  authors, 
printers,  or  publishers  of  a  libel,  together 
witli  their  papers,  is  not  warranted  by  law, 
and  is  an  high  violation  of  the  liberty  of 
the  subject  ;*'  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  decision,  however,  of  this  impor* 
tant  question  was  not  carried  without  a 
vei^  long  and  warm  Debate*  concerning 
the  nature  of  treason ;  the  illegality  of 
General  Warrants  in  any  case ;  the  actusd 
pendency,  before  the  ordinary  courts  of 
justice,  of  a  case  similar  to  that  upon 
which  it  was  proposed  the  House  should 
now  pronounce ;  and,  in  fine,  the  propriety 
of  the  House's  pronouncing,  when  it  had 
itself  allowed  th^  existence  of  that  circum- 
stance ;  and  as  it  was  impossible,  that  it 
should  hold  out  so  long  upon  the  argu- 
ments which  before  supported  it,  and  the 
difference  in  the  alteration  was  alone  suffi- 
cient to  give  room  to  new  ones,  many  new 
ones  were  made  use'  of.  For,  as  there  was 
no  law,  toiidem  verbis^  to  determine  any  of 
these  points,  recourse  was  had  to  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution.  Parliathentary  reso- 
lutions were  brought  against  parliamentary 


*  ''  This  Debate  caused  a  coosiderab&e 
sation  oot  of  the  House,  and  a  haod-bill  waa  cir- 
culated, in  which  an  eminent  lawyer  was  as* 
serted  to  have  said,  <  I  think  it  better  to  fall 
with  the  hiws  thaa  to  rise  on  the  ruins  of 

them."*    OcDtlenaii's  Magastne,  17a0^H^  ^*- 
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lesoiatioDi;  judkia]  decrees  egainn  judi- 
dii  decrees;  optnioos  of  able  lawyers 
jgnt  the  opmioos  of  odiert  equally  able; 
ptntwsi^unt parities;  and  all  of  thein» 
leMtutioDs,  decrees,  opinions,  parities, 
oDe  proDUKnoatly  against  another.  The 
principsl  AiKuments  made  use  of  on  this 
occttioD  bo£  within  and  without  doors, 
vecettfotton: 

It  wss  wged,  that,  in  the  reign  of  king 

Cbarki  tbe&d,  when,  if  the  laws  them- 

idvesirere  sot  so  fiivourable  to  the  r^ 

digiitttjr  of  tbe  monarch,  the  ministers  of 

them  oat  be  sHowed  to  have  been  more 

Mk  19  ksQ  towards  his  interests,*  and  in 

10  du^  in  whidb  the  monarch's  cause 

m  aale  s  common .  cause  with  that  of 

toll  HoQKi  of  Parliament,  the  earl  of 

Bdftoi  ImiDg  exhibited  a  charge  of  trea- 

•raagaiat  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  andal- 

kdpd,  thst  Uw  said  earl  of  Churendon  had 

euuevQiired  to  dienate  the  .afflictions  of 

bii  M^ot^'fl  tobjects  by  Tenting  oppro* 

brioQsiaadsis  against  his  Majesty's  per- 

100,  nd  ththe  &d  traduced  both  Houses 

of  PriineDt;  and  the  judges  being  or- 

^^  to  give  their  opinion  whether  thife 

be  tictioD  or   no,    they   unanimously 

ig»ed,  that,  if  the  matters  alledged  in  die 

cinrge  vere  admitted  to  be  true,  although 

>^Ie(^  to  be  traitorously  done,  yet  there 

*i>  BO  treatoD  in  it ;  that,  independent  of 

t^trgument,  and  only  allowing  that  so* 

^itiooneM,  nay  trcasonableness,  is  often 

bat  mere  matter  of  opinion,  and  murder 

t  natter  of  Act,  yet  no  coroner,  till  within 

>^  yean,  even  after  the  finding  of  a 

iBonler  by  the  joint  opinion  of  12  disin* 

^MeA  perMms,  a  much  more  respectable 

^'ibmal  than  any  two  ministers  of  state, 

wefer  known  to  issue  a  general  warrant 

^spnrdiendin^  the  tmknown  perpetra- 

^nit;  that,  if  the  legislature  thought 

'^MKhljbeb,  as  ministers  might  think 

P'^per  to  con^der  as  secHtious  and  trea* 

"^A^le,  required  equal  restraint,    they 

*<^  certainly  have  provided  for  it;  that 

^  profe  it  was  not  through  any  inatten- 

^JM  that  any  inattention  in  the  mak* 

^^n  laws  can  excuse  any  neglect  in  the 

"oiurtntion  of  them)  of  the  legislature, 

^  provision  was  omitted,  at  the  passing 

^tn  set  at  the  time  of  the.  Revolution  for 

^^dJDff  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  by 

Cig  the  king  a  power  to  secure  and 
oudi  persons  as  hir  Majesty  might 
^'^^  were  conspiring  against  his  per* 
^  every  such  warrant  for  detaining  and 
'Ppi^heBMling  any  saspected  person,  was 
^  "edgQed  Iqr  sa  memben  ff  the  privy 


A.  D.  1765. 


[10 


council,  and  to  be,  besides,  r^iitered  in 
the  council  books,  in  order  to  make  such 
members  answerable  for  every  warrant 
they  signed. 

That,  if  since  that  time,  in  order  to  pre* 
vent  the  growth  of  a  most  alwrminff  evil» 
the  great  number  of  rogues  and  vagabonds, 
it  has  been  thought  proper  by  the  legisl»- 
ture,  to  direct  and  authorise  general  privy 
searches  for  such  pests  of  society,  yet  no 
person  suspected  of  being  either  can  be 
committed,  if  he  can  procure  a  responsible 
house-keeper  to  give  security  for  his  future 
appearance;  or  1)e  detained  above  six 
days,  if  committed  on  suspicion  of  felony, 
unless  some  accusation  is,  in  the  mean 
time,  brought  againsl  him. 

That,  if  general  warrants  describing  the 
ofience,  do  not  give  officers  in  general  a 
right  to  seize  the  innocent,  they  throw  in 
the  way  of  messengers,  who  are  to  be  so  well 
paid  for  taking  care  of  the  offender's  per- 
son,  a  temptation  to  enquire  into  the  ch»* 
racter  and  life  of  all  persons,  and  thus  tend 
in  some  shape,  to  convert  these  subordi* 
nate  ministers  of  justice  into  so  many  spiea 
and  informers ;  tnat  such  an  enquiry,  even 
when  conducted  in  the  discreetest  manV 
ner,  mi^t  injure  the  most  virtuous  in  their 
reputation  and  fortune. 

That,  if  a  general  warrant  for  seising 
the  authors,  printers,  and  publishers  of  a 
libel,  seditious  and  treasonable  in  the  eye 
of  a  minister,  was  liable  to  so  many  objec* 
tions,  one  for  seizing  theijr  papers  was  stiU 
more  so;  since  papers,  though  oftea 
dearer  to  a  man  than  his  heart's  blood, 
and  equally  close,  have  neither  eyes  nor 
ears  to  perceive  the  injury  done  to  them, 
nor  tongue  to  complain  of  it*  and  of 
course,  may  be  treated  in  a  degree  highly 
injurious  to  the  owners,  before  they  can 
get  into  the  hands  of  a  minister?  And 
that,  though  a  minister  may  have  leas 
temptation  to  satiate  avarice  by  the  garb* 
ling  of  such  papers,  he  may  have  what  is 
a  great  deal  worse,  a  much  strouger  to 
slut  his  revenge,  by  combining  or  luqoin^ 
ing  them,  so  as  to  make  ef  them  eoflnes 
capable  oS  working  the  destruction  ot  the 
most  innocent  persons. 

That  even  a  particular  warrant  to  seise 
seditious  papers  alone,  without  mention* 
ing  the  titles  of  them,  may  prova  highly 
detrimental,  since  in  i^at  case,  all  a  man's 
papers  must  be  indiscriminately  examine^ 
and  sudi  cptamination  may  bring  thinca 
to  light  which  itmay  notconoemthepub* 
Uc  to  know,  and  which  yet  it  ioaay  prove 
detiiaantal  to  the  owner  to  have 
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nadepuUic;  that  of  this  there  had  hap- 
pened g  most  flagrant  instance  in  the  case 
of  one  of  these  persons,  the  wprehension 
of  whom  and  of  his  papers  had  originally 
riven  rise  to  this  d^ate :  some  letters  of 
EiS)  no  way  relative  to  the  public,  having 
transpired  soon  after  the  execution  of  the 
warrant  against  him  and  his  papers. 
'  That,  great  as  the  mischien  might  be, 
with  which  general  warrants  for  seizing 
the  persons  Mid  papers  of  tl^ose  guilty  of 
writing  seditious,  and  even  treasonable 
libels,  must  be  attended  to  individuals, 
those  attending  general  warrants  against 
the  printers  and  publishers  of  such  ubels, 
unless  these  libels  carry  something  sedi- 
tious or  treasonable  in  the  very  title,  or 
they  have  been  legally  declared  such, 
must  be  still  ^eater  to  tne  public,  since  in 
that  case  pnnters  and  publishers,  to  be 
safe,  must  read  every  thing  that  goes 
through  their  hands ;  and  of  course  would 
print  and  publish  very  little ;  the  conse- 

r^nce  of  which  must  be  a  suppression  of 
press ;  an  evil  more  prejudicial  to  the 
public  than  almost  any  abuse  of  it  can  be; 
that  such  printers  and  publishers  cannot 
be  considered  in  as  baa  '^  light  as  tale- 
bearers, since  it  is  impossible  for  a  man  to 
tell  a  thing  without  knowing  what  it  is  he 
tells^  whereas  no  printer  or  publisher  can 
be  supposjBd  to  know  what  everv  thing  is 
that  he  prints  or  publishes ;  and  notwith- 
standing, by  the  laws  of  some  of  our  wisest 
Saxon  monarchs,  the  t^le-bearer  was  to  be 
]cept  in  prison,  only  till  he  gave  up  his 
author,  for  that  a  printer  or  publisher  of 
an  offiensive  pai>er  ought  not  to  be  seized 
and  detamea  till  he  gave  up  the  writer, 
was  not  in  the  least  pretended  by  them. 

That  the  cases,  if  any,  in  which  it  might 
be  prooer  to  endeavour^  secure,  by  a 
general  warrant,  the  persons,  and  by  al- 
most any  warrant,  the  papers  of  tnose 
concerned  in  the  writing,  printing,  and 
publishing  of  seditious,  and  what  a  minis- 
ter mi^t  think  proper  to  style  treasonable 
libels,  were  so  few,  that  they  mi^t  be 
justly  ranked  amongst  those  very  uncom-* 
mon  events,  aeainst  which  the  legislature 
has  not  thought  proper  to  make  any  pro- 
vision ;  because  the  providing  against  all 
such  uncommon  events  woiud  swell  the 
law  to  an  intolerable  degree ;  that,  be- 
ndes,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  imagine 
vpj  case  in  which  ^ery  evil,  with  which 
•u^  practices  could  be  attended,  might 
Bot  be  seasonably  enough  remedied,  and 
even  prevented  by  the  presentment  of  a 
grand  jury ;  or,  at  worst,  an  information 
in  the  court  of  King's  bepch. 


Such  were  the  arguments  now  urged 
against  ministers  too  freely  attributing 
treason  to  libels,  and  their  granting  gene- 
ral warrants  for  seizing  the  persons  and 
fjapers  of  the  authors,  printers,  and  pub- 
isuers  of  seditious  libels,  and  even  such 
libds,  as  they  might  think  proper  to  deem 
treasonable ;  and  in  both  respects  they 
must  be  allowed,  to  have  great  weight, 
considering  how  much  more  the  scale  pre- 
ponderates at  present  towards  the  safety 
of  the  people  than  the  grandeur  of  tbe 
prince.  For  there  is  great  reason  to 
think,  that,  in  sOme  periods  of  English 
history,  the  imputation  not  only  of  sedi- 
tion, but  even  treason,  might  have  stuck 
to  the  writings  now  stigmatized  as  sach 
by  the  ministers,  whose  friends  accordingly 
did  not  fiiil  to  make  use  of  them. 

There  is,  said  they,  in  the  statute  called 
Westminster,  chap.  24,  a  law  against  tell- 
ing or  publishing  any  false  news  or  tales, 
whereby  discord,  or  occasion  of  discord, 
or  slander  might  grow  between  the  king 
and  his  people,  or  the  great  men  of  the 
realm ;  and  the  so  doing  was  reckoned  se- 
dition in  the  reign  of  that  nursing  mother 
of  her  people  queen  Elizabeth ;  and,  as  to 
the  danger  of  hurting  the  reputation  or 
fortune  of  innocent  men,  by  encouri^ing 
an  enquiry  into  the  commitment  of  some 
offences,  there  is  frequent  mention  made 
in  the  English  records,  of  Uie  king's  send- 
ing orders  to  sheriffii  or  other  magistrates 
to  enquire  into  some  particular  sort  of 
crime,  then  commonly  committed  within 
their  district,  and  to  seize  and  imprisoa 
the  offenders ;  and  at  the  time  of  issuing 
the  eeneral  warrants  that  have  given  rise 
to  this  debate,  what  crime  coukf  be  more 
common  than  that  of  telling  or  publishing 
false  news  and  tales,  whereby  cuscord,  or 
occasion  of  discord,  or  slander,  might 
grow  between  the  king  and  his  people,  and 
the  ereat  men  of  the  realm  ? 

That,  in  the  case  of  offences  not  near  so 
grievous,  it  has  been  an  immemorial  cus- 
tom to  disturb  the  peace  of  a  whole  coun* 
try  by  that  solemn  alarm  ^lled  <  hue  and 
cry,'  and  thereby  made  it  lawful  for  all 
inhabitants  to  stop,  and  all  magistrates  to 
enquire  into  the  character  of  every 
stranger,  for  the  sake  of  finding  out  one 
single  delinquent. 

That  to  question  the  legality  of  general 
warrants,  would  be  impeaching  the  cha* 
racter  of  the  highest  and  most  respectable 
tribunal,  next  to  the  House  of  Lords,  in 
the  whole  realm ;  a  tribunal,  whose  judges 
for  many  years  past,  that  general  war«- 


m 


on  Gmieral  WatranU* 


been  in  lue,  htre  beai  allow^ 
.t»  te  nen  of  tbe  sooBdest  capacity  and 
Mrt  cttobiasBed  integrity ;  mnoe  it  is  not 
Ift  te  ismoBed,  that  they,  who  are  always, 
mea  hy  toe  law,  supposed  to  be  of  coun- 
jd.  lor  the  prisoner,  and  cannot,  there- 
fere,  but  consider,  themselves  as  such, 
dboidd  overlook  any  flaw  in  an  order  jto 
deprive  a  man  of  his  liberty,  though  not 
tucen  notice  sf  by  the  counsel  .of  fans  own 
appointmNit;  men,  who  have  been  not 
duy  ao  attentive  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
the  law,  as  often  to  decide  cases  on  mo- 
tives never  ar;ge4  by  the  counsel  of  either 
plaiattfor  defendant,  but  so  watchful  of 
tbe  very  shadow  of  it,  as  sometimes  to 
dinub  causes  for  want  of  a  scrupulous 
conpliBnce  with  mere  exterior  forms. 

Tnat,  besides,  it  could  not  but  be  sup- 
posed, that  many  of  the  counsel  employed 
on  these  occaaons  were  lovers  of  liberty 
and  very  id>le  lawyers,  and  that  the  silence 
of  sodi  men  is,  amne,  of  great  weight,  in 
the  opinion  of  a  chief  justice,  whose  ca- 
pa^j^  and  integrity  their  adversaries 
themselves,  they  were  sure,  could  not  sus- 
pect ;  an  OfimxL  solemnly  delivered  from 
the  bench,  and  in  that  cause  too,  which 
origuially  eave  rise  to  the  present  debate*. 

Thai,  if  a  law,  made  at  the  revolution, 
in  the  reign  of  William  3,  who  is  univer- 
saDy  allowed  to  have  been  as  jealous  of  die 
prerogative  of  the  crown  as  was  consistent 
with  ue  security  of  his  new  acquired  pos- 
session of  it,  required  that  warrants, 
Kied  during  the  suspension  of  the  Ha- 
Corpus  Act,  for  the  detaining  orap- 
prdkending  of  such  persons  as  his  majesty 
should  suspect  were  conspiring  against  his 
person  or  government,  snould  be  signed 
by  six  of  the  privy  council ;  the  last  act 
ftaed  for  the  same  purpose  required, 
thtt  such  warrants  should  be  signed,  either 
by  lix  of  the  privy  council,  or  one  of  the 
■ecretaries  of  state,  by  which  the  high  au- 
thority of  that  office,  which  so  many  per- 
sons aflected  to  consider  in  a  mean  light, 
is,  if  not  recognized,  at  least  established, 
rince  it  is  thereby  made  equal  to  that  of 
six  members  of  the  privy  council,  six  men, 
vhose  persons,  next  to  those  of  the  royal 
finnily,  are  held  most  sacred,  a  bare  at- 
tempt upon  their  lives  being  felony  with- 
out bendSt  of  tbe  clergy. 

That  it  must  appear  veiy  extraordinary, 
if  not  ridiculous,  that  a  House  of  Com- 
BiODS,  which  had  made  no  law  for  the  re- 
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*  Lord  ehief  justice  Pratt's  Argument  on 
Mivering  Mr.  Wilkes  from  the  Tower. 


lief  of  the  most  innocent  jpersons  even  in 
domestic  life,  closely  confined  and  cruelly 
treated  in  private  mad-houses,  without 
any  judicial  proofs  of  insanity,  and  merely 
at  the  instigation  of  persons  no  way  related 
to  them,  or  only  related  to  them  enough 
to  have  an  interest  in  their  confinement 
and  death,  and  could  overlook  so  great 
an  evil  notwithstanding  the  flagrant  proofs 
of :its  actual  existence,  should  now  take  so 
much  pains  to.declare  illegal  the  compa- 
ratively most,  mild  detention  of  supposed 
offenders  against  the  public,  by  orders  o^ 

gersons  so  high  in  dignity,  and  in  the  con- 
dence  of  the  prince,  and  even  of  the  legis- 
lature, as  appears  by  the  above  law  to  make 
the  opinion  of  one  of  them  equal  to  that  of 
six  privy  counsellors ;  men  of  such  justice 
and  humanity,  that,  in  dismissing  the  per- 
sons confined  in  virtue  of  their  warrants, 
they  seldom  or  never  failed  to  enquire  of 
themselves,  if  they  had  received  the  full 
benefit  of  the  ample  allowance  made  for 
their  support,  and  severely  to  resent  any 
misapphcation  of  it. 

What  the  friends  of  the  ministry  might 
want  in  these  arguments  against  the  iUe- 
pality  of  general  warrants,  £c.  tliey  made 
It  up,  perhaps,  in  those  for  the  propriety 
of  stating  the  question,  as  a  question  now 
depending  before  the  ordinary  courts  of 
justice  in  Westminster-hall.  They  re- 
marked, that,  if  the  proceedings  there 
against  the  secretaries  of  state  met  with 
any  obstacle,  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the 

Sarties  seeking  redress ;  who,  in  an  ofiisnce 
eemed  even  by  the  opposite  4>arty  to  be 
of  a  public  nature,  chose,  from  a  principle 
of  avarice,  to  be  plaintiff  for  themselves, 
rather  than  prosecutors  for  the  public: 
and  accordingly  had  recourse  to  a  court 
established  for  the  distribution  of  civil  jus* 
tice,  merely  because  they  saw  that  court 
give  as  demises  to  the  plaintifi,  what,  in 
a  higher  court  established  for  the  infliction 
of  vindictive  justice,  would  have  been  ex- 
acted as  U  fine  to  the  public,  though  they 
could  not  but  know,  that,  in  the  court 
to  which  they  applied,  their  proceedings 
were  liable  to  be  stopt  by  privilege  of 
peerage;  that  the  giving  of  such  heavy 
damages  could  not  be  deemed  entirely 
the  act  of  a  jury  independent  of  the  bench, 
since,  on  a  motion  to  have  such  damages 
reduced  as  exorbitaht,  they  were  con- 
firmed by  the  bench,  independent  oi  a 

jury- 
That,  if  any  resolution  was  wantm^,  it 

seemed  to  be  one  for  keeping   distmct 

these  departments  of  justice,  and  prevent* 
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court's  giving  as  damages   to 
what  had  ever  been  considered 


my 
pUiintins, 

as  fines  upon  criminals;  that,  if  this  was 
to  be  done,  the  propriety  of  which  they 
did  not  deny  in  many  cases,  where  no  jus- 
tice could  be  expected  without  throwing 
some  powerfiil  temptation  in  the  way  of 
the  plamtifi^  as  in  cases  of  usury  and 
smuggling,  it  ought  to  be  by  an  act  of 
the  legislature,  and  not  the  determination 
'  'of  any  particular  tribunal,  whose  decisions 
in  such  cases  must  be  considered  by 
all  sober  men-  as  little  less  arbitrary  and 
unconstitutional  than  those  of  a  Star- 
chamber. 

As  to  the  propriety  of  the  House's 
coming  to  any  resolution  upon  this  affidr, 
when  stated  by  the  House  itself  as  actuaUy 
depending  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  jus- 
tice, it  was  urged,  that  it  was  no  more 
than  what  had  been  lately  done  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Wilkes ;  when  writinss  were 
voted  libellous  by  the  House,  and  he  the 
author  of  them,  and  all  without  any  proof 
upon  oath,  though  at  the  very  same  time 
that  gentleman  was  under  a  prosecution 
for  them  as  libellous  in  the  court  of  King's- 
bench ;  and  consequently,  both  judges  and 
juiy  might  have  been  influenced  by  such 
resolution  in  their  determinations  concern- 
ing the  nature  of  the  offence  and  the  per- 
son of  the  offender. 

To  this  answer  was  made,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  the  House  not  to  come  to 
some  resolution  on  that  occasion,  since 
the  person  accused  was  a  member  of  it, 
and  oy  claiming  privilege  as  such,  could 
not  but  be  construed  to  have  voluntarily 
submitted  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  House ; 
*  that  this,  besides,  was  a  particular  case, 
in  which  the  House  acted  more  like  an 
inquest  or  grand  jury,  whose  decision  was 
not  to  influence  the  petty  ju^,  than  as  a 
court  of  justice,  whose  decisions  were  to 
be  find  and  conclusive,  and  only  claimed 
that  jurisdiction  over  its  own  members, 
which  so  many  inferior  bodies  of  men 
have  been  always  allowed  over  theirs; 
vrhereas  the  proposed  declaration  against 


January  £1.  Tlie  Chancellor  of  the 
chequer  presented  to  the  House^  **  \ 
for  more  effiKtually  preventing  the  i 
chieft  arising  to  toe  revenue  and  coi 
meroe  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  fn 
the  illicit  and  clandestine  trade  to 
from  the  Isle  of  Man ;"  and  the  same 
read  the  first  time. 

Feb.  IS.   A  Petition  of  the  most  nol 
John  duke  of  Athol,  and  Chariotte  duchi 
of  Athol,  his  wife,  baroness  Strange, 
presented  to  the  House,  and  rea^t  settii 
forth, 

<<  That  the  Isle  of  Man,  with  iu  di 
pendencies,  was  originally  granted  by  kii 
Henry  the  4th,  by  letters  patent  und4 
the  great  seal  of  England,  aated  the  6( 
of  April,  in  the  7th  year  of  his  reign,  1 
sir  John  Stanley,  under  whom  the  petlj 
tioner,  the  duchess,  claims  by  lineal  de9« 
cent,  his  heirs  and  assigns;  that  familf 
disputes  having  arisen  many  years  subset 
quent  to  the  grant,  which  were  determine 
ed  by  an  amicable  adjustment,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  large  pecuniary  consideration 
Mid  by  William,  earl  of  Derby,  king 
James  the  1st,  in  order  to  effectuate  the 
accommodation,  and  to  extinguish  the 
claims  of  the  contending  parties,  who  had 
been  saiisfled,  was  graciously  pleased  to 
make  a  new  grant  and  settlement  of  the 
-island,  with  its  appurtenances,  by  letters 
patent  under  the  great  seal  of  England, 

dated  the  7th  of  July,  in  the  7th  year  of 

^— — ^— ^—    .    .  -  --  ,    I     -  

annex  the  Isle  of  Mtn  to  the  realm.  This 
small  territory  formed  a  domain  of  a  sioipilar 
tmore ;  it  was  part  of  the  crown,  but  not  of 
the  realm  of  Enfirland :  it  was  under  the   alle- 

glance  of  the  king,  but  governed  by  its  own 
iws  and  customs.  In  these  respects  it  re- 
sembled Jersey  and  Guftrnsey ;  bat  in  those 
islands  the  king  appointed  governors,  and  re- 
tained the  juriMlictMHi  of  the  admiralty  ;  the 
saperintemhaKe  of  civil  jostiee  vested  in  the 
kiDff  in  couBcil,  and  he  could  proseeute  a  suit 
in  ms  own  name  in  any  of  the  courts  of  Cog- 
land  ;  in  a  word,  the  prerogatives,  royalties, 
and  jurisdiction  of  those  islands  vested  in  the 


^     ,      ,.       -^   -         1  .     -  -  crown,  and  the  writs  from  the  superior  courts 

the  lee^t;^  of  general  warrants  is  very    at  Westminster  were  allowed  to  operate 
general  m  lU  tendenc;r ;  so  general,  as,  in    them.    But  in  the  Isle  of  Man  the  kinjj  I 


some  respects,  to  be  liable  to  the  same  ob- 
jections with  the  general  warrants  of  se- 
cretaries of  state,  merely  as  such.* 

ProuedinMi  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill 
to  vest  the  file  qf  Man  in  the  Crotcit.f  ] 

*  See  Aannal  Register,  1765,  p.  37. 

f  **  It  was  found  expedient  for  tHe  prcven- 
tbn  of  frauds  committed  by  smugglers,  to 


in 
had 
no  courts,  no  officers ;  and  no  suits  arising 
there,  whether  at  the  instance  of  the  party  or 
of  the  crown,  were  determinaMe  in  Eoffland. 
It  was  even  doubled  if  the  ffreat  prerogatire  or 
mandatory  writs,  which  issue  to  all  placxs 
under  sub|ection  to  the  crown  of  Ennaod, 
would  be  valid  there.  This  singular  ionerit- 
ance  bad  been  for  nearly  four  centuries  vested 
by  parliamentary  charter,  in  the  family  of  the 
duke  of  Athol.'*    Adolphos. 
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his  rdgii,  in  hiwoar  of  the  nid  WOliani, 
then  4wl  of  Derby,  and  EHsaheth  hit  wiie» 
and  ••allies  loid  Stanley,  their  ton  and 
heir  apparent,  and  thereby  to  grant  all 
the  itte,  cattle  peel»  and  lordabip,  of 
Man,  and  all  islanas  and  domintons  to  the 
aid  island  bdonging,  all  royalties,  fran- 
chises, libertie%  sea  ports,  and  all  things 
to  porta  doly  Ufpertaining,  lands.  Woods, 
forests,  chaoes,  fifaeries,  marshes,  waters, 
oommcxka,  haids  aained  or  to  be  gained 
from  the  seai^  and  all  profits,  comnMraities, 
enaoluBicnls,  hareditaments,  and  apparte- 
nances  wfatsoever,  situate,  lying,  or  be- 


tab&Uog  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  hv  which  it 
was  enacted,  that  the  said  Wuliam  eail 
of  Derbyt  and  the  lady  Elizabeth  his  wife^ 
doring  their  lives,  and  the  longer  hVer  of 
them,  and  after  their  deaths  the  said  James 
lord  Stanley  and  the  heirs  male  of  his 
body,  and  in  default  thereof,  Robert 
Stanley  and  his  heirs  male,  and  in  defitult 
thereof,  the  heirs  male  of  the  earl,  and  for 
default  of  such  issue  the  right  heirs  of  the 
said  James  lord  Stanley,  should,  and  might 
for  ever  thereafter,  have,  hold,  quietly  en- 
joy, freely  and  clearly,  against  his  majes- 
ty, his  heirs  and  successors,  under  the  te* 


log  widuB  the  said  isle,  castle  peel,  and   nures  and  services  therein  mentioned,  aqd 
lonkh^  of  Man,  or  within  the  seas  conti- 1  against  the  severalperaons  therein  named, 

the  coheiresses  of  Ferdinando  earl  of  Der- 
by, and  asainst  the  heirs  of  tlie  said  earl 
Ferdinando  and  Thomas  Ireland,  esq.,  his 
executors  and  administrators,  the  said  isle, 
castle  peel,  lordship  of  Man,  and  all 
islands  and  hereditaments  thereto  belong- 
ing, rojralties,  franchises,  liberties,  sea 
ports,  and  all  things  to  ports  duly  apper- 
taining, courts  admiral,  courts  port  mote, 
customs,  free  customs,  imports,  pro6tSy 
emoluments,  and  hereditaments  whatso- 
ever, situate  or  being,  renewing  or  hap- 
pening, within  the  said  isle,  castle  peel, 
and  lordship,  or  within  the  sea  to  the  said 
island  adjacent  or  belonging,  or  in  or  with- 
in any  other  islands,  lands,  manors,  cas- 
tles, farmss  or  lands,  to  the  said  Isle  be- 
longing, or  in,  to,  or  out  of  the  same,  or 
any  of  them,  howsoever  incident  or  be- 
ilonging,  or  part  or  parcel  of  the  same,  or 
at  any  time  theretorore  had,  known,  ac- 
cepted, enjoyed,  or  reputed,  as  part  there- 
of, and  the  rents,  duties,  customs,  and 
services,  thereto  incident  or  appertaining^ 
and  all  liberties,  franchises,  pnvileges,  ju- 
risdictions, forfeitures,  immunities,  exo- 
nerations, acquittals,  and  hereditaments, 
granted  by  the  preceding  letters  patentp 
and  the  general  saving  clause  expressly 
excepted  his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors ;  and  that,  by  an  act,  passed  in  the 
tweUUi  year  of  the  reign  of'^  his  majesty 
king  George  the  1st,  intituled.  An  Act 
for  the  improvement  of  his  majesty's  re- 
venues of  customs,  excise,  and  inland  du* 
ties,  it  was  enacted,  for  better  enabling  his 
majesty  to  prevent  the  frauds  and  abuses 
therein  mentioned,  in  the  exporting  or  im- 
porting goods  and  merchandises  to  and 
from  Uie  Isle  of  Man,  that  it  should  be 
lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  the  trea- 
sury, on  behalf  of  hM  majesty,  his  heirs 
and  successors,  and  also  for  the  then  earl 
of  D6rt)yi  and  other  penona  named  in  the 


gimi  and  adiacent  to  the  said  island,  or 
wieftin  any  of  the  islands  and  dominions 
to  the  and  island  howsoever  belonging; 
the  patraoage  of  the  bishopric  of  Sodor 
and  Man,  courts  of  admiralty,  courts  port 
aiote,  wrecks  of  the  sea,  anchorage, 
groundage,  and  all  other  rights,  royalties, 
iuxisdiGfeiana,  firanchises,  liberties,  privi- 
l^cs,  profits,  and  advantages  whatsoever, 
in  as  fiill  and  ample  a  manner  as  any  other 
person  or  persons  theretofore  held  the 
said  isle,  castle  peel,  and  lordship,  or  any 
other  hmditaments  within  the  same,  or 
within  the  sea  thereto  belonging,  had  or 
oaght  to  have  held  and  enjoy^  the  same, 
by  virtue  of  any  former  grants  or  letters 

Etent  Imn  the  kings  or  queens  of  £ng- 
id,  or  of  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament, 
lawful  prescription,  usage,  or  custom,  or 
aoy  other  rights  or  title,  and  as  fully  and 
an^y  as  his  majesty  or  aoy  of  his  royal 
predecessors,  kiogsor  queens  of  England, 
had,  or  oo^t  to  have  held  the  same :   To 
bold  to  the  said  William  earl  of  Derby, 
aod  Elizabeth  his  wife,  during  the  natural 
life  of  thena  and  the  longer  liver  of  them, 
aod,  afker  their  decease,  to  the  said  James 
lord  Stanley  and  his  heirs,  to  his  and  their 
only  proper  use  and  behoof;  to  be  held 
of  his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors 
for  ever,  by  homage  liege,  and  the  deli- 
very of  two  falcons  twice  only,  viz.  imme- 
<iiately  after  the  homage  maae^  and  afler- 
vsrds  to  the  kings  of  England  on  their 
coronation  day,  in  lieu  of  all  other  cus- 
toms, services,  and  demands,  with  divers 
<Kber  valuable  and  extensive  privileges, 
>ad  a  stipulation,  on  the  part  of  the  crown, 
^  ft  perpetual  quiet  eojovment  to  the 
S^wtees  of  the   litle,  and   everv  thing 
therewith  granted :  That  an  act  ot  parlia- 
ineot  tfteiwards  passed,  in  the  same  7th 
yew  of  his  majesty  king  James  the  1st, 
latxtuled.  An  Act  for  the  aflsuriog  and  es- 
[VOUXVl.] 
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acty  sad  dl  other  petsooi.  daimtng  imder 
ike  earl,  or  any  or  hit  anoaitors,  to  treat, 
eoDtracI,  and  agree,  fur  the  absolute  pur* 
duae  or  tale,  release  or  turrender,  to  the 
ime  of  hit  majetty,  hit  hein  and  toccet* 
aert,  of  all  or  any  estate,  right,  title,  or 
interiest,  wluch  the  earl,  hit  tenants,  and 
other  the  persons  .aforesaid,  then  had  or 
claimed,  or  could  or  might  have  or  daim, 
in  or  to  the  said  island  or  lordsliip,  or  all 
or  any  regalities,  powers,  honours,  supe- 
riorities, jurisdictions,  rights,  privileges, 
duties,  customs,  revenues,  profits,  or  oUier 
advantages  whatsoever,  in,  over,  or  about 
the  said  isl^d  of  Man,  or  its  dependen- 
dea,  for  such  sum  or  turns  of  money,  or 
upon  such  other  terms  or  conditions,  as 
they  should  think  itting ;  and,  upon  the 
execution  of  such  contract,  and  the  con- 
veyances to  be  thereby  agreed  on,  the 
comraiasioners  of  die  treasury  were  em- 
powered, out  of  any  monies  arisen,  or  to 
arise  from  any  cottomt,  tubtidies,  impott- 
tiont,  or  other  duties  upon  the  importation 
or  exportation  of  any  goods  ot  merchan- 
dises, then  or  thereafter  to  be  ^nted,  or 
payable  to  his  majetty,  hit  heirs  or  suc- 
cessors, in  Great  Britain,  Wales,  or  Ber- 
wick upon  Tweed,  to  direct  the  payment 
of  the  monies  to  be  a^^d  on  for  such 
purchase  to  the  persons  intitled  to  receive 
the  aame ;  and  that  the  said  James,  the 
laat  earl  of  Derby,  died  in  1786,  when  the 
island  and  its  dependendes,  bv  virtue  of 
the  limitations  in  the  precedmg  letters 
patent  and  act  of  parliament,  descended 
to  the  most  noble  Jamet  duke  of  Athol, 
late  ftther  of  the  petitioner  the  duchess, 
•t  heir  general  to  Jamet  lord  Strange; 
and  hit  grace  ddivered  to  hit  present  Ma- 
jetty,  upon  hit  coronation,  the  two  fal- 
cent,  retenred  by  the  grant,  and  payable 
upon  tlMt  augutt  tolemmty ;  that  the  taid 
Jemea  duke  of  ^thd  afterw«dt  departed 
thit  life  en  the  8th  of  January,  1764,  and 
thereopoB  the  taid  Isle,  and  Us  depen* 
deneiet,  devolved  upon  the  petitioner  the 
dttchett,  hit  only  ehdd :  and  that  the  peti- 
tkmers,  havms  so  lately  become  proprie* 
tert  of  the  taid  lale,  are,  in  a  greet  degree, 
imaequainted  wilh  the  nartioilar  treatiet 
tad  negodationt  which  nave  been  carri^ 
Oft  between  the  great  officers  of  the  crown 
afed  their  anoetton,  touching  the  pnr- 
chate  of  the  taid  Isle,  and  otker  thdr 
charter  righu  and  juritdictiont,  in  and  be- 
longing to  it,  in  conteqnence  of  the  taid 
aet  of  the  12tb  of  hit  majetty  king  George 
Ae  ist;  hot  the  petitiooert,  rehietaiit  at 
Ihay  awn  tlMrmwlve^.  lo  be^  to  diMoite 
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from  the  hoooan  of  thdr  fiuntly,  to  an* 
dent  and  prinody  apatrioMny,  toe  reward 
of  the  tervicet  and  the  monument  of  the 
virtuet  of  their  ancestors,  granted  by 
kingt,  and  confirmed  by  parliament,  and 
derived  to  them  by  imnMNiiate  lined  auc* 
cetdon,  through    a   period  of  near  400 
years,  do  not  pretume  to  tet  their  private 
feelings  and  partid  ooatiderationt  in  com* 
petition  with  public  utility  and  coDveni- 
ence;  and,  if  the  tervice  of  the  ttate  da- 
ipands  a  resumption  of  their  andent  here« 
ditary  rights  and  revenues,  thev  throw 
themselves,  with  the  most  dutifiu  submis- 
sion, upon  the  pleasure  of  their  sov'erei^, 
and  the  dispotal  of  parliament,  trutting 
with  unlimited  confidence  in  the  justice 
of  hit  Majetty  and  hit  parliament,  distin- 
guithed,  in  all  their  acta,  for  thdr  atten- 
tion to,  and  tendemett  of,  the  dvil  rightt 
and  property  of  the  tubject,  and  rdying 
on  the  fiuth  hdd  out  and  pledged  to  them 
by  the  legidature  on  a  former  occasion ; 
that  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  make  this 
declaration,  at  a  time  when  overtures  have 
been  made  to  them  by  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  under  the  powers  of  die  tdd  act ; 
and  when  they  obterve,  by  the  votes  of 
the  Houte,  that  a  Bill  it  depending  for  a 
second  reading,  intituled,  A  Bill  for  the 
more  efiectud  preventing  ^e  mischiefs 
arising  to  the  revenue  and  commerce  of 
Great  Britdn  and  Ireland,  from  the  illicit 
and  clandestine  trade  to  and  from  the  Ide 
of  Man ;  by  which,  should  the  same  past 
into  a  law,  the  petitioners  apprehend,  all 
the  valuable  ri^^,  privileges^  and  advan- 
tages, granted  to  their  ancettort,  under 
the  sanction  of  the  legidative  authority, 
to  long  exercised  and  enjoyed  by  them, 
to  the  extent  of  their  grant,  and  to  lately 
recognized  by  parliament,  will  be  wrested 
and  torn  from  the  petitioner!,  without  any 
provision  made  for  that  recompence  and 
compoMadon,  which  die  legitlatore,  upon 
a  fbram  hearing  of  Uie  patenteet  right, 
seemed  to  consider  as  a  debt  to  be  paid 
by  the  public,  for  the  great  consequential 
advantages  which  would  result  to  the  com-> 
muaity,  from  a  resumption  expedient  per- 
haps mr  the  state,  but  injurious  and  detri- 
mentd  to  the  proprietor:   and  therefoi« 

Eying,  that  they  may  be  at  liber^  to  be 
ird,  by  their  counsel,  i^nst  the  said 
Bill:  and  that  the  House  wUl  he  pleased 
to  take  the  premises  into  their  eonaidera* 
tion,  and  to  goaht  the  petitioneis  tucb  re- 
lief therein,  aidie  aalurt,  dvcumttanoes^ 
and  justice  of  the  oate  may  require.'^ 
Order«d»  Ihat  the  add  Pelitiott  do  Ue 
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vpoa  Ac  Ukte,  wtil  the  Mid  Bill  be  leed 
•  Moond  tioie;  end  that  the  petttioners 
WdMQ  heeid  hj  their  Gouaid  apon  their 
flod  Pttitieo,  if  thqr  tUnk  fit. 

Tbe  Older  of  the  day  being  reed  for  the 
aeooad  reading  of  the  BOl,  for  moie  efec- 
maOy  prafentag  the  miidiiefr  ariiing  to 
tbe lefONie aad  oonuneroe  ofGreatBri* 
taia  aod  Itabad*  firom  the  illicit  and  olan« 
dotiae  txeda  torn  the  Ue  of  Man,  the 
coonad  a^UDit  the  Bill  were  called  ia« 
and  tbe  md  Bill  waa  read  a  leoond  tioM* 
And  the  dote  Petitioo  was  abo  read; 

Aadiaaaftlie  ooBaael»Mr.  Maddoz, 
a^HBit  the  BBl  waa  heeid,  and  produced 
cfidaieiiDiopport  of  the  aaid  petition; 
ttdibe  odier  oouniel,  Mr.  Cwp&Pf  against 
tfteBill,  vas  heard  as  followa ! 

Mc.  Copper.  I  hare  the  honour  also  to 
sttcod  the  hoooarable  Honsoy  as  counsel 
ibr  the  most  ttoUe  proprietors  of  the  Isle 
of  Mao,  who  bare  instmoted  us  to  lay 
their  liik  to  thie  estate  before  you,  and  to 
oferea  their  behalf  soaoe  humble  remon* 
stiaaess  sgaioBt  the  prorisions  of  a  Bfll^ 
wUdb^  Aef  think,  and  are  adrised,  tend 
Co  oveitam  that  titl^  and  to  take  away 
iJisse  lightay  which  Uiey  ohuin  under  a 
pSrJjsianitaiy  chatter,  without  any  cem« 
peawitiou  or  eqanvaleot. 

Their  title  Ms  been  stated  to  you;  the 
chsiter  has  been  read.  In  the  nature  and 
extent  of  it,  it  oontahis  all  that  a  sore- 
togn  can  graot,  or  a  subject  can  take.  It 
csrries  wini  it  all  the  flowen  of  prero* 
gstire,  and  nil  the  fruits  of  reYenoe ;  1^ 
the  greater  nod  lesser  realities.  It  grres 
^patronage  of  the  bishopric;  it  giree 
the  dooinioo  and  profits  or  the  land,  the 
shore,  the  ports,  and  the  sees,  belonging 
totfabisfania :  itgrres  thesuperintendnicy 
sfid  dittnbvilion  of  all  civil,  criorinal,  ec- 
rifwsstical,  mad  naral  jusdce  and  juriadio- 
tion. 

The  ^teanble  of  tfie  act  which  con- 
'    this   charter  b  tety   renwrkable: 
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It  waa  granted  by  Edwasd  9,  to  Us  ib- 
▼ottiite  Gavestoo  earl  of  CoAiwaU,  an4 
ifterwards  to  lord  BeauoMmt, «  earn  0mak 
deminio  et  justitia  renli.'  In  1S90,  1* 
was  in  the  possession  or  lord  Seroop,  who 
adhered  to  king  Ridiard,and  IbHeitedthe 
bland  to  Henry  4.  Henrr  4,  in  hb  mnt 
of  it  to  Henry  earl  of  Northumbertsod^ 
recitee,  that  he  cbioMd  it  not  by  right,  but 
by  conqueet :  he  grante,  *  Insulam,  eaa« 
trom,  pahutt  et  doininium  de  Man,  ae 
onuiia  ineulas  et  dominie  eidem  inirebe 
pertinentia,  qesi  fiienint  Wilhehni  de 
Scroop,  nuper  defiancti,  quem  in  vita  son 
oonquestati  fiiimos,  et  ipsum  sic  conquea* 
tatum  decrevimtta,  et  quft  ratione  oon^ 
ouestns  illius,  eeplmus  in  menus  nostras^ 
Thb  grant  was  in  the  first  yeer  of  hie 
reien.    Anno  1899. 

In  the  fifth  year  of  Henry  4,  the  eerl  of 
Northumberkod  was  attainted  of  treeeon^ 
and  the  ble  with  ite  dependendM,  waa 
granted  to  sir  John  Stanley,  who  was  one 
of  the  greatest  soldiers  and  statesmen  of 
hb  time.  From  sir  John  Stanley  tbe  pre* 
eent  noble  owners  deriTO  their  title,  not 
immediately  under  hb  grant,  but  under 
the  perlianentary  charter,  seventh  of 
James  !• 

All  these  r^^  hare  been  used  and 
exercised  in  conformity  to  the  ^ranti 
Uae  gives  interpretation  and  validity  to 
all  grants.  The  lords  have  successively 
naawd  the  bishop^  and  eppointed  the  go* 
vemor,  and  all  the  other  avil  and  military 
officers  of  tbe  bland.  Th^  have  peid 
from  their  own  revenues,  tne  estebtbh* 
meets  of  both  departments;  they  have 
held  all  Uie  courts.  The  procem  and 
decrees  have  been  execnted  in  theb 
neme.  In  criminal  cases,  tbej  have  en* 
ereised  both  the  powen  of  jestwe  end 
mercy.  They  have  coined  money.  Thejr 
have  received  the  famd  revenue,  the  en» 
tomsandditfies  men  iosports  and  exports^ 
and  the  profits  or  all  seixoiea  nnade  within 
*  Aad  to  the  end  thet  the  same  may  con* !  the  iriand,  or  its  dependencies*  And  if  a 
tmoe  still  by  hb  mi^esty's  princely  favour  '  parhameniery  eharter  een  ^ve  a  right,  if 
and  tiaeieiia  attowanee,  in  hb  name  and  1  the  full  exercise  o^  that  nght,  socoeasiott 
hbsd,  as  long  as  it  shall  please  Almighty  1  of  mherltance,  cOntinual'Obim«  metter  of 
Qed.'  U  b  Md  m  Ikm  homage  of  the  ^  Awt^  determinatione  of  kw,  the  evidenee 
oemi  of  England,  as  Nomlandy,  Aqoi-  !  of  reeerds,  and  the  consent  of  history,  be 
tsbe,  and  Bretme  were  of  the  crown  of!  of  any  weight  in  the  assertion  of  a  titlok 
Aaoce:  the  rim  of  the  (iiownb  express-  the  present  proprietors  have  as  clear  and 
Vaid  aaxhmsiy  hnrred.  incontestable  a  right  to  it,  ae  any  lord  or 

Thb    i^aid    waa   as   ancient    inde*  owner  of  any  manor  or  estate  m  the  hiiy 
ftnieat  ^■egjh^*!    In  ilifcfinf  ages  it   densw 

whien  inthepoasession  of  kii^s  mmb-  Thbbhmd  b  pert  of  the  erown,  bof  iM 
bis  sad  seUiers.  In  the  time  of  Henry  of  thereafanof  fingland.  k  ieeaderthe 
»t  it  wsa  endsi  m  hidepandint  sotereign.  iBsgkmte  et  the  hpf  1  h^tyreiewd  Wf  bs 
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own  laws  and  cutloniB.  In  thewreipects, 
and  ui  these  only,  it  retembles  the  islacda  of 
Jeney  and  Goernsey.  But  as  it  has  been 
considered,  not  only  in  common  error,  but 
in  some  few  acts  of  pariiament,  to  stand 
in  the  same  relation  to  this  kingdom  as 
Jersey  and  Guernsey^  it  may  be  of  some 
consequence  to  mark  the  difference. 

Jersey,  Guernsey,  Aldemey,  and  Sark, 
were  port  of  the  duchy  of  Normandy. 
King  John  lost  Normandy.  The  islands, 
as  the  dependencies,  were  lost  soon  after- 
wards, but  reconquered  in  the  same  reign, 
and  have  been  ever  since  in  the  possession 
of  the  crown  of  England.  They  are  go- 
verned by  their  own  particular  customs, 
which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Grand  Cos- 
tumier of  Normandy.  But 'all  the  prero- 
satives,  regalities,  and  jurisdictions  of  those 
islands  rest  in  the  crown.  They  have 
never  been  granted  away.  The  king  ap- 
points the  governor;  has  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  admiralty  courts.  The  civil  justice 
is  superintended  by  the  king  and  council. 
Suits  isrising  in  the  island,  and  between  in- 
aular  parties,  are  to  be  determined  in  the 
island.  But  where  the  suit  is  in  the  king's 
name,  he  may  make  his  suit  in  any  of  the 
courts  of  England, 

A  writ  of  Quo  Warranto  has  gone  into 
those  islands  for  liberties  claimed  there. 
A  Quare  Impedit  has  been  brought  in  the 
King's-bench  for  a  church  in  the  island  of 
Jersey.  So  an  information  has  gone  for  a 
riot,  or  grand  contempt,  against  the  go- 
vernor deputed  by  the  king.  The  great 
mandatory  or  prerogative  writs  run  into 
those  islands.  A  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
has  been  returned  from  Jersey.  In  the 
old  register  of  writs  there  is  a  very  curi- 
ous one,  to  this  ourpose :  **  De  Attomato 
fiidendo  in  insulis  de  Gruemsey,  Jersey, 
Aldemey,  et  Sark,  &c.  quod  liceat  A>  »• 
lacere  attomatos  in  quibuscunque  curiis 
insulamm  earundum  poet  adventem  ipsius 
A.  in  insulis  prssdictis."  This  writ  dki 
not  extend  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  because 
the  king  had  no  officers  and  no  courts  in 
that  island. 

In  the  case  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  all  the 
regalities  and  powers  whidi  the  king  exer- 
cised, and  still  exercises,  over  the  islands  of 
Jersey  and  Guernsey,-  are  severed  from, 
smd  granted  by,  the  cf  own.  The  king,  as 
li^  lord,  has  the  sovereign  appellate  ju* 
risdiction  in  all  causes:  but  hu  writs  do 
not  run  there.  No  process  of  the  courts 
of  England  goes  there.  No  suiU  arising 
there,  whether  at  the  instance  of  the  party 
«r  the  Im^i  can  be  detenained  in  Bofpaai. 
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The  king  cannot  evoke  any  caose  from 
the  jorisdictaooofthe  Isleof  Bfan.  I  pre* 
sume  to  think,  that  the  great  mandatory 
writs  do  not  lie  to  the  Isleof  Man.  I  know 
the  potency  and  energy  of  these  writs;  I 
know  they  are  said  to  issue  to  all  places 
under  subjection  to  the  crown  of  England  r 
but  I  believe  that  the  Isle  of  Man  is  never 
mentioned  in  the  old  books  as  one  i^thossi 
places  to  which  these  writs  go :  and  I  do 
not  find,  and  I  cannot  learn,  that  there  is 
one  instance  of  a  prerogative  writ  having^ 
been  sent  to,  or  returned  from  thence  ^ 
and  I  do  not  see  to  whom  they  could  be 
directed,  and  by  whom  returned.  This  is 
a  presumption  amounting  to  proof. 

But  be  this  point  as  it  may,  I  am  bold 
enough  to  assert,  that  if  this  grant  had  no 
other  sanction  but  the  great  seal,  the  king 
by  his  prerogative  could  not  derogate  frona 
it,  or  infringe  it ;  he  could  not*  by  any 
I  commission,  or  delegated  power,  make 
!  seizures  in  the  ports  of  the  idaod,  or  take 
to  himself  the  duties,  customs,  or  revenues, 
of  the  grantee :  he  could  not,  in  sndent 
times,  have  collected  in  the  island  tlie 
great  customs  of  wool  dnd  leather,  which 
were  the  hereditary  revenue  of  the  crown, 
independent  of  parliament.  Charies  the 
1st  could  not,  by  his  proclamation,  haye 
levied  Ship-money  in  this  island.  The 
king  could  not  have  done  what  this  bill  ia 
calculated  to  do. 

What  parliament  can  do,  I  presume  not 
to  say ;  but  I  think  I  know  what  it  will  not 
do :  It  will  not  take  away  private  property 
widiout  imminent  necessity  and  just  coox- 
pensation. 

I  do  not  presume  to  set  the  bounda  <^ 
legislative  power;  they  are,  and  perhaps 
ought  to  be,  invisible :  but  I  venture  to 
say,  that  it  is  bounded,  not  only  by  ita 
own  moderation  and  equity,  but  by  the 
trust  reposed  in  it  by  society,  and  l^  the 
laws  of  God  and  nature.  &Ten  absolute 
power,  where  it  is  necessary,  ia  not  arbi- 
trary by  being  absolute,  but  is  still  limited 
by  that  reason,  and  confined  to  those 
ends,  for  w^ich  it  was  made  absdute. 

GoTemnient,  into  whoae-ever  hands  it  is 
put,  was  intrusted  with  this  condition,  and 
tor  this  end,  that  men  might  have  and 
preserve  their  property.*  The  prince 
or  senate  may  have  power  to  make  laws 
for  the  regulation  of  property  between  the 
subjects  one  amongst  another;  but  can 
never  have  the  power  totaketothemaehres 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  any  subject's  pro- 
■  ■■■■■    .»..■.  ■■     ■         ——1—^—^ 

*  Lookeaii  OttVcranMit.. 
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fvtj,  '^SAokX  hk  oim  content.  <  Ad 
wyijwfMfiM  omniain  pertioet  ad  ringulos 
piyictM,  oniTena  sunt  in  imperia  Cae- 
mn^  m  pafcrimonio  propria*-— 

B«i  it  io  one  of  tho  oooditions  under 

vlndi  civil  property  it  held  in  all  Bocteties, 

that  the  owners  may  be  forced  to  part 

wkh  it  to  serve  the  necessities,  or  even  the 

oonvenieiice  of  the  state.    I  admit  this 

exceptioD ;  but  to  this  condition  another  is 

iMc^cHCsMy  snoezed,    the  condition    of 

eqiuvaleot  aod  compensation  from   the 

public  to  the  private  owner.     All  the 

great  aatfaorities    concur,  in  this  point. 

*  Bes  sobditoram   subeminenti   dominio 

soit  cfritstisy  ita  nt  civitas,  vel  qui  civita- 

tif  risefbngiior  iis  rebus,  uti  casque  etiam 

atf iiaii  et  peidere  possent  ob  nublicam 

tfilitatcmy  sed  addendum  est  ioeum  fit 

dntatem  tenere  iis,  qui  suum  amittnnt, 

ircire  de  publico  in  quod  publi- 

I,  et  ipse    qui  damnum  fecit 

neque   hoc  onere  levabitur 

civitaa^  si  mmc  forte  ei  praestationi  par 

Bon  sit,  aed  quandocunque  oopia  suppetit 

^xaerat   aese   quasi   sopita   oUigatione.* 

Grodus. 

Pdfeodorff  enforces  the  same  principle 
with  ^reat  strength  of  reasoning,  and 
many  laatances  and  exampfes  of  compen- 
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Hertnss^  a  very  leamed  writer  of  the 

bst  century  upon  the  Jus  Publicum,  in  his 

^chapter  De  oo&isiooe  legum,  attacks  the 

epimoa  of  Hobbes  and  his  followers,  who 

aongjht  that  the  estates  and  the  rights  of 

private  persons  might  be  taken  away  by 

the  sole  plenitude  of  power,  and  without 

ai^  cause  assigned :  *  Statuunt  nihil  pro- 

pni  ludNare  quenquam  in  civitate  et  domi- 

-nia  privatorum  indncere  rationem  dominii 

iitilis,  vel  osusfructus  autu  summi  imperan- 

tis.'    This  judicious  author  confutes  these 

daagsrans  and  pernicious  doctrines  with 

gmatdeamess of  reasoning;  andheadds 

uiat  no  prince  or  sovereign  power,  in  his 

a^ed  upon  them  but  Philip   the 

*  qui  semper  privets  fidei  publicam 


The  inoomparable  Montesauieu  is  worth 
athowsand  authorities.  'When  the  pub- 
Mc  has  occasion  for  the  property  of  a  citi- 
sea,  it  ought  never  to  act  by  the  risour  of 
M&ical  iSm ;  but  in  those  cases  the  civil 
Isw  ou^t  to  prevail ;  the  civil  law,  which 
leaks  with  the  tenderness  of  a  mother  upon 
each  individiMl  as  much  as  upon  the  whole 
coansnnity.' 

if  the  political  magistrate  wants  to- make 
tay  psiihc  bdUiDg.or  new  roed»  he  must 


make  compensation :  the  public  is  in  this 
respect  as  a  private  party  treating  with  a 
private  party.  It  is  enough  that  the  pub* 
lie  can  compel  the  citizen  to  sell  hb  inhe« 
ritaace*  ana  that  it  takes  ^om  him  that 
ffreat  privilege  which  he  holds  of  the  civil 
law,  that  he  cannot  be  forced  to  alienate 
his  property. 

This  is  not  an  abstract  or  speculative 
notion,  but  has  been  the  rule  of  practice 
in  all  times,  and  in  all  nations  that  ever 
saw  the  light  of  liberty,  or  lived  under  the 
empire  oi  laws.  It  has  been  the  rule 
of  priDces,  who  seem  to  have  had  no  other 
rule  either  of  public  or  private  morality, 
Tiberius  observed  it.  Domitian  observed 
it.  When  he  built  a  fortress  in  a  colony, 
and  surrounded  it  with  an  entrenchment 
for  the  defence  of  the  colony,  be  ordered 
the  price  of  the  lands  which  he  mclosed  to 
be  paid  to  the  owners.  *  Atque  ea  justi* 
cin  fame  omnium  fidem  sibi  astrioxit.' 

To  state  an  instance  of  a  tyrant  from  our 
own  history.  By  parliamentary  charter, 
II til  Edward  3,  the  prince  of  Wales  was 
created  duke  of  Cornwall,  and  all  thepoe- 
sessions  given  him  at  that  time  were  inse- 
parably, and  for  ever,  annexed  to  Uie 
duchy  of  Cornwall.  Henry  the  eighth  had 
a  great  desire  for  ^  one  of  these  possessions ; 
the  manor  of  Walliogford  lay  near  one  of 
his  hunting  palaces,  *  et  fuit  per  quam 
commodom,  amoenum,  et  deceos  pro  r^;e.' 
An  act  was  passed  to  disannex  it  from  the 
duchy  of  Cornwall :  but  the  saaoe  act  de- 
dared,  that  the  prince  of  Wales  and  his 
successors  should  annex  three  other 
manors,  *  pro  et  in  plenft  compensatione 
pnedicti  honoris  et  castri.' 

The  kings  and  ministers  of  France  have 
in  all  times  adhered  religiously  to  this 
rule. 

When  Mohs.  Sully,  the  greatest  master 
of  finance  in  his  day,  came  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  affiiirsxif  France,  he  found 
all  the  branches  of  the  revenue  incum- 
bered and  overwhelmed  with  grants  and 
charges,  ruinous  and  detrimental  to  the 
public.  He  discovered  frauds,  abuses, 
concealments,  &c  He  reformed  these 
abuses;  he  overturned  the  tables  of  the 
former  collectors,  the  auditors  and  asents 
of  the  grantees ;  but  to  the  grantees  them- 
selves he  made  full  compensation ;  both  to 
the  duke  de  Montmorency,  his  friend, 
and  the  duke  d^£pemon,  his  personal 
enemy. 

The  situation  of  the  island  of  Belleisle 
is  much  the  same. with  respect  to  France 
as  the  Jsle  of  Man  is  to  Eo^and.    It  be« 
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caiD6  the  ttmctuarj  and  refuge  of  pkirteik 
Cbaries  the  nmth  was  adriaed  te  take  it  into 
hta  own  lumdiy  and  give  the  owners  aa 
•quiva]ent  for  it.  He  did  so^  and  granted 
it  to  the  marshal  de  Rets,  in  1572.  It 
improved  so  mach,  and  became  ao  popu* 
loua  in  the  hands  of  the  marshal,  uat 
Monsieur  de  Sully  wanted  to  annex  it  to 
the  crown,  and  to  give  tiie  marshal  other 
estates  A  treaty  was  actually  on  foot 
fisr  this  purpose;  but  bv  some  means  or 
other,  it  was  not  carried  into  executioob 
From  thia  time  the  project  of  reuniting  it 
to  the  crowh.was  reviv^in  every  reign, 
but  never  fully  competed  till  172i6,  winni 
the  marauia  de  Belleisle  finally  vieided  it 
to  the  king,  and  received  in  exdbange  for 
it  the  oounty-of  Gizors,  and  several  other 
considerable  estates. 

The  case  of  the  beretable  jurisdictioDa  in 
Scotland  is  a  most  striking  mstance  of  oul* 
own  times* 


i  irritant  ocolos  demissa  per  aares ; 
Qoam  quK  aunt  oculis  sabjecta  fidelibus. 

The  private  jurisdictionB  had  been  long 
looked  on  with  jealousy  by  the  kings  m 
fiootisud.  James  the  sixth  formed  a  piaa 
to  pot  an  end  to  the  heretable  jurisdictions; 
he  got«n  act  of  parliament  extolling  the 
wisdom  of  Uie  des^;%  mid  ordaining  that 
leparation  should  l^  aaadetothe  private 
proprietors^  and  naming  commimionera, 
the  hi^iest  persons  in  the  kingdom,  to 
transact  with  them:  but  thia  great  appari^ 
tuB  ended  in  nothing. 

Charies  the  1st,,  in  the  bcginnmg  of  hia 
leign,  nmde  an  attack  upon  these  regalih 
ties,  but  without  e&ct. 

DaliyflEiple,  tiie  very  able  and  ingenious 
IMlthor  of  the  History  of  Feudal  Prqierty, 
makes  this  strong  and  striking  observation 
ott  the  times  which  fbUoweds  <  Cromwell 
had  enoagh  of  the  monarch  to  see  how 
inooMiatent  these  private  jusisdietions 
v«m»  either  with  the  interest  of  the  sis- 

CKme  power,  or  the  aafety  of  the  people; 
t  he  nad  toomoch  o£  tkie  tyrant  to  thmk 
of  BBakiMrcparatioB  to  Ihe  private  pro- 
prietonrttomwhem  betook  their  jorisdio- 
tiena,  bat  to  whena  he  garto  nethmg  la  re- 


I  kardlytake  into  my  view  a&aetpaaaad 
ift  1681 ;  aaactfioraniigpropoaitionaGQB- 
cening  tiie  most  waeant  mudal  righta, 
jfol  founded  on  abstraat,  sot  en  fi^udal 

C*  Bciples ;  an  act  unhinging  the  rights  of 
oraera  of  the  state,  grmting  no  eoui- 
walent  for  theae  ri^ita,  yet  aasertingv  that 
ia,  MlUDf  tBkai»  fim  the  pao- 


prietors:  an  act,  in  fine,  composed  in  the 
days  of  shivery,  and  repealed  in  the  dtjm 
of  h1mty,  169a 

The  act  of  the  late  king,  which  abdish* 
ed  some,  and  limited  others  of  the  territo- 
rial jurisdictions,  granted  a  full  and  iuat 
equivalent  to  the  proprietors.  The  puiilie 
paid  150,00(K>  not  m  visible  or  corporeal 
inheritances,  but  for  power,  for  pride,  for 
idea,  distinction,  custom  of  Hvii^,  and 
habits  of  thinkings  trains  of  followem,  and 
the  Highland  dresa. 

Let  us  come  to  the  Bill  in  queation,  and 


try  it  by  theae  rales  and  these  examplea* 
Tne  duke'a  title  is  incontestable;  it  ia 
founded  in  ancient  piescription,  fbrttted 
by  a  charter  of  parliament. 

It  mjght  not,  periiaos,  have  Jieen  wiae 
for  a  king  to  niake  suoi  a  grant  to  a  8ttb» 

iect;  it  might  not  be  expMient  for  par* 
lament  to  oonfirm  it;  but  when  aucfa  a 
parliamentmy  chai^er  has  passed,  aeidier 
the  granting  nor  confirming  nowem  ou^t 
or  can,  conaistently  with  toe  true  rolea 
either  of  justice  or  policy,  violate  or  in» 
fringe  the  rights  of  the  grantee,  without 
compensation  or  equivalent. 

Whatever  rights  are  saved  out  of  that 
charter,  whatever  powers  either  are  not, 
or  could  not  be  granted  to  e  subject,  the 
king  may  exercise  as  far  as  his  prerogative 
extends ;  and  the  legislature  may,  out  of 
them,  model  and  frame  such  laws  mud 
regulations  as  they  think  neeesMrv  or  ex^ 
pedient  for  correcting  abuses  and  inooi^ 
veniences  arising  firom  the  nature  of  such 
grants. 

Btttif,  under  eolour  of  correcting  abuoea, 
they  encroach  on  the  rights  <^  the  grantoo, 
they  not  only  injaro  the  private  owner^  but 
^hey  invalkiate  and  derogate  ihmi  their 
own  acts* 

Reformation  is  a  noble  idea,  and  a  noUe 
employment  for  government;  but  they 
will  not  pursue  it  crem  the  lines  of  justice, 
and  the  barriers  of  civil  property. 

Fteliament  granted  this  isle  to  the  an- 
cestors of  the  duke.  This  grant  has  even* 
tually  become  inconvenient  te  the  public. 
They  wish  to  resume  it:  they  cannot 
make  thia  resumption  bv  dismeoabering  k 
pared  by  parcel ;  hot  mey  most  do  it  di- 
rectly by  compeasation*  And  let  it  be 
understood,  that  whatever  a  sulMect  pee- 
sesses  under  a  regular  and  valid  grant, 
whether  it  be  privilege,  immunity,  juris- 
diction, or  pateimooial  inheritance,  it  ia 
comprised  ia  the  eye  of  all  idea  nndsr  the 
laws  of  property. 

But  1^  ia  aaM|.  dial  Ola  Bitt  does  net 
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tibivij  die  ri^tt  of  tbe  proprietor,  or 

Att  hk  legal  property.     Does  it  nel  ? 

look  it  die  BiU,  mod  look  at  the  charter ; 
cBlliiedwm. 

The  ptflianeDtary  charter  aires  him 
Aetetrkoriei  of  the  ports  and  the  seas» 
die  refiaae,  the  cuatoms  and  the  dutiest 
asd  sdninlu,  in  «id  over  the  whole 
idssd.  ThtBil  enters  hiaseas,  his  coasts, 
fatthadMon,  his  rivers,  and  carrieawith 
ik  a&  ike  oicm  of  the  customs  and  excise 
in  En^liiid  lad  Ireland,  to  visit,  search, 
and  mm.  At  one  atroke,  it  ingrafts  tfie 
wholeeAof  penal  laws  of  revenue  upon 
tkeUetffMsn.   Does  not  this  invade  his 

ligk,  ad  tske  away  his  property  ? 

Hspiriisnietttary  charter,  wtien  it  gave 
Mb  ports,  duties,  and  customs,  eave  him 
(ndtiad  commerce.  The  Bill  cuts  off 
Iw  Gonmioieation  not  only  with  England, 
Irriad,  snd  the  pkntations,  but  with 
Fnoce,  Hdlaad,  and,  as  to  many  articles, 
dividn  it  from  the  whole  world.  It  puts 
it  nndsr  die  ban  of  parliament,  and  the  in- 
tndietioBofconHBerce.  Doesnot  thisaf- 
6ctl» riband  property  f 

Bj  tbe  charter  he  is  clearly  entided  to 
tkvhole  admiralty  jurisdiction  of  the 
idasd,  tod  its  dependfenoies;  and  the  de« 
t»niuostioii  of  insular  seisures  is  as  clearly 
vkbin  that  jurisdiction. 

The  Bill  ia  express  terms  invades  this 
jvadietioD,  and  carries  the  merits  of 
every  iamlar  seizure  to  be  determined  in 
swaat  eountry,  by  laws  unknown  in  the 
>^.  All  forfeitures  are  expressly  given 
t*  tbe  propiictofa. 

The  Bui  not  oaly  brings  all  seisures  to 
^  ports  of  Britain  or  Ireland,  and  con- 
^ms  them  in  their  courts,  but  it  gives 
every  ahBfioff  of  tiie  value  of  such  seiaures 
^OB  the  lord,  Uiough  taken  on  his  coasts, 
or  a  hit  harbours,  or  his  rivors. 

AiODot  these  direct  violations  of  the 
ngkofthe  lord  of  Man?  Donottiiese 
F^OTaioiis  deprive  him  of  his  property  ? 
Doei  not  this  Bill,  as  far  as  it  goes,  virtually 
'^pesl  the  parliamentary  charter;  and 
>^t  year  another  Bill  may  take  away 
i^o**  nghis  and  more  regalities. 

PirecMlent  will  justify  precedent,  and 
^croachaient  aanctify  encroachment,  till 
W  gradual  dedications,  the  lord  of  Man 
^  aothing  remaiainff  of  this  great  and 
¥«<idpLeHioo.  gLt^  to  hi.  family 
|9  to  itroag  and  so  solemn  an  imrestitore, 
hst  a  naked  and  onerous  propriety ;  no- 
^  M  but  a  barren  sceptre  in  his  hand, 
*^  the  ancient  and  venerflMe  trunk  of  so- 
^^^>«iE^»  otsndiBg  stripped  of  tU  iu 


branches,  ubob  the  shore  of  this  devoted 
island.  Ana  wiU  thia  Howe  pass  such  n^ 
BiH? 

Wffl  this  House,  Ibaaous  in  aD  ages  for 
the  justice,  equality,  and  temper  of  ita 
proosedingo,  transgress  a  rule  which  haa 
received  adi^tion  and  practice  in  all  times 
and  in  all  nations,  from  all  sovereign 
powers  i  Vfih  vou,  in  thisenli|^tened  and 
distinguishiog  hour  of  reason  and  liberty, 
do  what  was  never  done  in  the  worst 
times  of  Ensland,  or  the  worst  timea 
of  Rome  i  Will  vou  do^  by  power,  what 
you  cannot  justirfr  by  sound  law,  aetmd 
reason,  or  sound  precedent  ? 

That  word  points  me  the  way  that  I  wm 
going ;  for  it  is  said.  Why  do  you  com* 
plain  ?  This  BiU  is  no  innofatJon ;  it  ia 
only  calculated  to  enforce  the  proririona 
of  a  former  act.  The  rights  of  tne  lord  of 
Man  were  directly  aiib<^  by  the  7th  of 
George  the  first.  Why  majr  net  the  pre* 
sent  BiU  follow  up  that  principle  I 

To  tliis  I  answer,  the  7th  of  George  di*^ 
first,  the  model  and  precedent  of  the  pre- 
sent BUI,  never  has  ailected  the  rights  of 
the  lord  of  Man ;  fiR*  it  has  never  beoft 
executed.  As  iur  as  it  relates  to  the  bla 
of  Man,  it  was  a  hasty,  precipitate,  iU-di* 
gested,  and  ineSMtual  law,  brought  in  on 
the  sodden,  without  notice,  debate^  or 
preparation.  I  have  a  right  to  say  so,  for 
It  bears  its  chamcter  upon  its  face:  it 
jingles  in  the  Isle  of  Man  with  Jersey  and 
Guernsey,  as  if  they  stood  upon  the  same 
predicament:  it  directs  all  seisures  to  be 
prosecuted  in  any  of  his  majesty*s  courta 
of  record  at  Westminster^  or  in  anv  of 
his  msjes^s  courts  in  such  hmd,  Mand 
or  territorvf  where  the  ofiences  shall  bo 
committed :  it  supposes  his  Majesty  to 
have  courU  in  the  Isle  of  Man;  if  it  did 
not,  it  gives  an  absurd  and  nonsensical  al« 
temative. 

I  have  a  right  to  sav^  it  was  an  Inefite* 
tual  law.  For  this  I  have  the  authori^ 
of  the  greatest  lawjrer,  whose  opinions  wlu 
be  oitM  and  received  with  as  mudi  reve* 
ronce,  when  he  is  dead,  as  they  were 
when  he  was  living,  and  whose  decrees  and 
tudgments  are  beoome  other  names  Ibr 
law  and  justice  themselves— Lord  Hard« 
wieke. 

It  was  his  opinion,  that  this  act  gave  no 
kpower  to  the  oAcers  of  the  customs  to 
make  seisures  trithin  the  Isle  of  Mans 
and  that  if  seisures  were  made  In  the 
island  by  force  of  the  7th  of  George  thm 
first,  they  most  be  prosecuted  to  condem* 
nation  in  theit  proper  court  here. 
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I  have  t  greater  authority  tlill,  the  au« 
thority  of  the  preamble  of  thepresent  Bill, 
which  recites,  that  it  was  ineTOctual. 

Was  it  in  fkct  ever  executed  ?  Did  the 
officers  of  the  customs  ever  invade  the 
kland?  Did  they,  in  any  one  Instance, 
make  a  seizure  in  the  island,  or  prosecute 
the  seizure  to  condemnation  out  of  the 
island?  Did  the  crown,  or  the  East 
India  Company,  for  whose  benefit  the  act 
was  principally  intended,  ever  institute 
any  suit  under  the  powers  of  the  act  ? 
,  If  not,  the  act  was  a  dead  letter  to  the 
isle  of  Man,  and  the  same  as  if  it  never 
had  existed.  The  lord  had  no  notice  of 
k.  It  never  affected  his  rights,  or  made 
any  impression  on  his  property.  He  had 
no  reason  to  complain  or  to  remonstrate. 

What  does  the  acquiescence  of  those, 
under  whom  he  claims,  amount  to? 
Strain  the  fiction  as  far  as  you  can,  it 
amounts  only  to  an  acquiescence  of  five 
years,  under  an  inefieetuai  and  unexecuted 
law* 

From  the  12th  of  Greorge  the  First,  the 
House,  sensible  of  the  injustice  that  might 
have  been  done  and  committed,  returned 
to  its  old  good  temper,  and  its  old  good 
nature. 

How  the  7th  of  George  1,  came  to  be 
recited  in  the  preamble  of  the  present  Bill, 
and  the  12th  of  Greorge  the  Ffarst  sup- 
pressed, I  do  not  pretend  to  guess.  *  Sed 
<  delenda  est  Cartnago.' 

If  we  cannot  find  a  'precedent,  we  will 
make  one :  the  trade  of  this  pernicious 
island  is  ruinous  to  the  commerce  and  the 
revenues  of  Great  Britain.  Look  at  the 
report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  cus- 
toms in  Scotland  upon  your  table,  it  will 
make  you  tremble :  hear  all  the  complaints 
of  this  sanguine,  intemperate,  and  over- 
weening report. 

It  complains  of  the  situation  of  the  Isle 
of  Mao,  and  its  proximity  of  Great  Bri- 
tain; the  impossibility  of  the  cruizers  to 
keep  the  seas  in  the  season  which  the 
smugglers  chuse  for  their  illicit  practices. 
It  complains  of  the  Solway  Frith,  and  the 
flat  shores  of  Cumberiand  and  Lancashire : 
it  represents,  in  the  most  melancholy  man- 
ner, the  mutinous  and  rebellious  state  of 
the  west  coast  of  Scotland ;  of  the  intelli- 
^nce  they  keep  up  with  the  Isle  of  Man : 
It  is  tenmed  at  their  formidable  numbers,  L 
and  demands  a  large  body  of  light  horse 
to* assist  the  officers  of  the  revenue:  it  re- 
presents acts  of  hostility,  and  seems  to  ad- 
vise government  to  declare  war  against  the 
Isle  of  Man. 


One  part  of  this  memorial  is  very  ca- 
rious and  singular.  I  beg  leave  to  read 
it  **  Your  memorialists  are  informed, 
that  no  people  are  more  attached  to  their 
own  country,  or  more  miserable,  when  de- 
tained from  it,  than  those  of  the  Isle  of 
Man.''  What  follows  ?  **  Because  they 
love  their  country,  and  prefer  their  barren 
Ithaca  to  the  fertile  plains  of  Scotland, 
they  ought  all  to  be  pressed  on  board  hi« 
Majesty's  fleet,  for  their  folly  and  pre- 
sumption." 

Tne  proprietor  admits,  that  offences 
have  come,  that  abuses  have  arisen,  and 
that  illicit  practices  have  been  carried  on 
in  his  islana :  but  he  declares  opoa  his  ho- 
nour, which  he  values  much  more  than  lib 
bland,  thst  he  has  never  given  counte* 
nance,  encouragement,  or  protection,  to 
such  illicit  practices.  It  is  his  wi^  and 
his  desire  that  government  may  be  able  to 
correct  and  suppress  them  alL 

But  is  he  answerable  for  the  increase  of 
smuggling  in  the  Isle  of  Man  ?  Is  he  an- 
swenmle  for  the  ill  use  that  other  men  have 
made  of  his  property  ?  Is  he  responsible 
for  the  fiulure  and  inefficacy  of  the  excel- 
lent plans  which  the  wisdom  of  his  Majes- 
ty, and  the  visilance  of  his  councils,  liave 
formed  for  redressing  this  great  evil  ?  Is 
the  situation  of  the  idand  to  be  imputed  to 
him  ?  Was  it'  ever  a  floating  island,  and 
did  he  fix  it  where  it  is?  Did  he  lay- 
down  the  flat  shores  of  Lancashire  and 
Cumberland  i  Did  he  extend  the  Solway 
Frith?  Did  he  give  the  adventurous 
spirit  to  the  smuggter  ?  Did  he  teach  him 
to  embark  in  storm  and  winter,  and  to 
outsail  the  cutters  ?  Did  he  infuse  that 
mutinous  spirit  into  the  west  of  Scotland  ? 
Is  his  island  to  bear  the  weight  of  all  the 
sins  of  smuggling  m  England,  Scotland, 
Ireland,  America,  Jersey,  and  Guernsey  ? 
Is  he  to  bear  the  blame  of  aU  the  negli- 
gence, timidity,  and  collusion,  of  alF  the 
petty  officers  of  the  customs  in  all  the  ports 
of  thie  kingdom  ? 

Has  the  isle  of  Man,  or  have  the  high 
taxes,  which  the  necessities  of  government 
have  laid  on  trade,  been  the  cause  of  thia 
great  evil? 

Consider  the  real  situation  and  circum- 
stances of  this  noble  proprietor,  with  tem- 
per, and  without  prejudice.  What  would 
ou  have  him  do  ?  He  offers  to  give  up 
is  property^  his  rights,  and  his  honours, 
not  only  to  the  necessities  of  the  state  and 
the  public  utility,  bat  even  to  the  projects 
of  revenue.  He  ofSen  to  part  with  what 
no  subject  ever  had  to  part  with.    He  con* 
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KBti  to  phick  firom  Ms  brent «  predilec- 
tiot  for  this  island ;  perhsps  a  prejudice, 
buts  prejadice  of  wbioh  the  most  noble 
■ads  ore  not  the  least  susceptible. 

He  supposesy  **  that  it  no  longer  pleases 
ibe  prsfKwooe  of  God  that  it  should  re- 
BSiD  in  his  blood  and  name,"  when  his 
osHBtiT  wants  it.  Of  that  country  which 
wants  It,  be  asks  an  equivalent,  such  an 
equivalent  as  you  gave  for  the  heretable 
juris^ction* 

Tlie  Isle  of  Man  may  be  injurious  to 
commeroei  bat  the  heretable  jurisdictions 
were  sobversive  of  liberty.    The  Isle  of 
Mao  osf  be  detrimental  to  the  revenue. 
TbeAeretable  jurisdictions  were  the  semi- 
Bsriei  ef  treason  and  rebellion.    What 
vmU  yoa  have  him  do?      Name  your 
eoiDomioners,    name   your    arbitrators: 
treat  with  him.    When  you  do,  you  will 
find  btm  not  the  king  of  Man,  but  a  sub- 
ject of  Great  Britain.    Be  yourselves  his 
arbitntors.     He  throws  himself  upon  the 
justice,  the  equity,  and  the  honour  of  this 
HouK. 

Mardi  5.  The  Chanceflor  of  the  Ex- 
diequer  presented  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
the  duke  and  duchess  of  Atbol  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  treasury,  dated 
Ftbniary  27th,  1765;  and  also  copy  of 
an  abstract  of  the  clear  revenue  of  the 
Isle  of  ^lan  for  ten  years,  from  the  year 
1754  to  the  year  1763,  both  inclusive: 
He  then  acquainted  the  House,  that  his 
Majesty  recoromends  it  to  the  House  to 
do  as  they  shall  think  fit  with  respect  to 
the  proposal  contained  in  the  letter  from 
the  duke  and  duchess  of  AtUol  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  treasury. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  copies  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  it  is  referred  to  consider 
what  rights  of  the  proprietor  of  the  Isle  of 
Man,  under  the  several  grants  of  the  said 
ishmdy  tt  mav  be  expedient  to  vest  in  the 
crown  fgr  the  farther  and  more  effectual 
preventing  the  mischiefs  arising  to  the  re- 
venue and  commerce  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  from  the  illicit  and  clifiadestine 
trade  to  and  from  the  said  island ;  and  what 
oompeasation  it  may  be  proper  to  make 
to  the  said  proprietor  in  respect  thereof; 
and  which  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
~  next  day. 


March  6.  It  was  resolved,  1.  **  That 
tor  the  fiirther  and  more  effectually  pre- 
venting the  mischie&  arising  to  the  reve- 
aad  Gommeroa  jo£  Great  Britain  and 
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Irelapd,  from  the  illicit  and  clandestine 
trade  to  and  from  the  Isle  of  M(m,  it  is 
expedient  to  vest  in  the  crown,  upon  a 
proper  compensation  to  be  paid  to  tha 
proprietors  of  the  said  island,  the  Isle» 
CasUe,  and  Peele  of  Man,  and  all  rights* 
jurisdictions,  and  interests,  in  and  over 
the  said  island,  and  sdl  its  dependencies^ 
holden  by  the  said  proprietors,  under  the 
several  grants  thereof,  or  under  any  other 
title  whatsoever,  exceptina  onlv  their 
landed  property,  with  all  their  rights  in 
and  over  tne  soil,  as  lords  of  the  manor, 
with  all  courts  baron,  rents,  services,  and 
other  incidents,  to  such  courts  belonging  ; 
their  wiutcs,  commons,  and  other  lands, 
inland  waters,  fisheries,  and  mills,  and  all 
mines,  minends,  and  quarries,  according 
to  their  present  riahts  therein,  felon's 
goods,  deodands,  wain,  estrays,  and  wrecks 
at  sea,  together  with  the  patronage  of  the 
bishopric,  and  of  the  other  ecclesiastical 
benences  in  the  said  island,  to  which  the  j 
are  now  entitled.  And  2.  That  the  sum 
of  70,000/.  may  be  proper  to  be  paid,  as 
a  full  compensation  to  the  proprietors  of 
the  Isle  of  Man,  according  to  the  pro- 
posal contained  in  the  letter  from  the  said 
proprietors,  dated  the  27th  day  of  Feb., 
1765,  to  the  commissioners  of  the  trea« 
sury." 

And  a  Bill  was  afterwards  passed, 
whereby  the  whole  isle,  with  all  its  juris« 
dictions,  interests,  and  dependencies,  was 
vested  in  the  crown. 

Proceedings  on  the  American  Stamp 
AcLl   Fifty  five  Resolutions*  of  the  Com- 

*  As  these  Resolatioos  were  the  fouD<i«tioB 
of  the  famous  Stamp  Act,  it  will  not  be  impro* 
per  to  take  ootioe  of  a  particular  circumstanca 
relative  to  them ;  sod  ot  part  of  the  arguooent, 
which  was  urged  without  iloors  (for  very  little 
was  said  within)  for  sod  agaiott  that  measure, 
as  extracted  from  the  papers  snd  pamphlets 
published  at  the  time. 

^^  The  first  and  great  principle  sf  all  govern  • 
ineot,  and  of  all  society,  is,  that  support  is  due 
in  return  for  protection ;  that  every  sobpeet 
shook!  Gootribute  to  the  oomroon  defence,  in 
which  his  own  is  included.  *  Nam  oeqoe  quies 
geotiam  sine  armis,  nequearma  sine  stipendiis. 
Deque  »tipendia  sine  tributis  baberi  queunt.* 
Tacit.  Hist.  lib.  iv.  It  was  necessary,  and  it 
was  just,  to  recur  to  this  principle  at  the  close 
of  the  last  war.  It  wss  found  necessary  lo 
maintain  upwards  of  10,000  men  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  colonies ;  an  expence  of  between 
3  and  400,000/.  per  ann.  greai  part  of  whash 
wss  entinely  new,  wss,  on  that  acoeunt,  to  be 
incurred ;  it  was  just  that  the  eolonies  whiok 
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mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  agreed 
to  by  the  CommonSy  and  afterwards  in- 
eorporated  into  '*  An  Act  for  granting 
and  applying  certain  stamp  duties,  and 
other  duties,  in  the  British  colonies  and 
plantations  in  America,  towards  farther 

had  profited  so  much  by  the  war,  who&e  in- 
terests, commerce  and  security  bad  been  the 
first  objects  of  the  peace  \  and  of  whose  ability 
to  bear  at  least  some  proportion  of  that  new  ex-_ 
pence  there  neither  was  nor  is  any  reaflou  to 
doubt,  should  contribute  (not  to  support  or  to 
defend  Great  Britain  but)  about  a  third  part  of 
theexpence  necessary  for  their  own  defence 
and  protection. 

"  Upon  this  general  and  acknowledged  prin- 
ciple, and  upon  this  application  of  it,  which 
was  just  iu  itself,  and  which  the  situation  of  this 
country  made  necessary,  aod  which  it  might 
hare  been  expected,  would  appear  neither  un- 
Teasenable  or  unpleasing  to  an  English  ear,  the 
Stamp  Act  was  planned.  In  the  oeginning  of 
the  year  1764,  the  proposition  of  imposing,  by 
a  duty  on  stamps,  atsx  on  America,  in  con- 
formity to  uninterrupteil  precedents  for  near 
200  years,  was  made,  and  thrown  into  the  form 
of  resolutions.  At  that  time  the  merits  of  this 
question  were  opened  at  large ;  those  who  haFe 
lately  so  loudly  asserted  the  privilege  and  ex- 
emptions of  America  were  then  publicly  called 
upon  to  deny,  if  they  thought  it  fitting,  the 
right  of  the  legislature  to  impose  any  tax  either 
internal  or  external  upon  that  country ;  aod  not 
a  single  person  ventured  to  controvert  that 
right.  A'  year's  delay  however  was  given,  that 
any  ioformstion  might  be  received  from  Ame- 
rica, with  regard  to  Uie  expediency  of  the  par- 
ticular tax  proposed,  not  to  permit  the  right  of 
imposing  it'^  be  controverted.  Thisdistinc- 
tion  was  fully  opened  at  that  time,  and  after- 
wards explained  to  the  agents  of  the  provinces. 

*<  This  delay  was  however  abused  by  some 
of  the  Americans ;  and  when,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1765,  the  pbin  was  carried  into  exe^ 
cotion  by  a  bill,  several  petitions  from  America 
which  denied  their  right  of  imposing  taxes  on 
the  colonies,  were  presented  to  the  parliament, 
and  were  therefore  rejected  without  a  division ; 
no  one  person  having  been  then  found,  in  either 
House,  who  would  declare  it  to  be  his  opinion 
that  America  was  not,  in  this  instanse,  subject 
to  Great  Britain.  Und  yet  it  has  been  asserted 
that  this  opposition  would  have  been  made,  if 
some  intelligence  relating  to  this  matter  had 
not  been  suppressed  at  that  time ;  as  this  was 
publicly  said,  the  public  is  to  be  informed  of 
the  fact,  which  was  this. 

••  On  the  llth  of  December,  1764,  the  board 
of  trade  reported  to  the  King,  that  ttie  assem- 
blies of  Massachuset's  bay  and  New  York,  had 
in  their  resolutions  and  proceedings  (copies  of 
which  they  transmitted  with  the  report)  treated 
the  acts  aoil  legisbture  of  Great  Britain  with 
nnoat  indecent  disrespect.  The  privy  council 
idvised  the  King,  to  glre  directions  that  the 


defraying  the  expences  of  defendin^y 
protecting,  and  securing,  the  same ;  aini 
for  amending  sucli  parts  of  the  seve- 
ral acts  of  parliament,  relating  to  the 
trade  and  revenues  of  the  said  colonies 
and  plantations,  as  direct  the  manner  of 

same  may  be  laid  before  parliament,  at  anck 
time  and  In  such  manner  as  his  Miyesty  shoald 
be  pleased  to  direct  and  appoint. 
'  **  This  postponed  the  laying  it  before  parlia* 
ment,  as  it  was  meant  to  do;  but  it  deprived 
the  parliament  of  no  information,  for  the  assem- 
blies had  instructed  their  agents  here  to  prepare 
petitions  in  the  same  words  ;  and  particularly 
Mr.  Mauduit,  the  agent  for  Bf  assacnuset's  ba  j, 
was  directed  to  draw  his  principles  and  arf^. 
menu  from  Mr.  OiiVsbook  of  *The  Rights  of 
the  Colonies'  (which  hail  been  reprintal  here.) 
The  colonies  were  obey  ed .  Petitions  were  pre- 
sented, a^sertinfi-  the  right  of  freedom  from 
taxes  imposed  by  Great  Britain,  on  tbe  very 
grounds  of  the  reeolotions  and  proceedings 
which  the  board  of  trade  bad  transmitted  to 
the  King;  these  were  rejected  by  parltm- 
ment,  not  from  ignorance  of  their  contents,  but 
because  their  contents  were  known ;  becauaa 
they  denied  the  power  of  Great  Britain.  No 
information  was  withheld  therefore  by  this  de^ 
lay,  the  cause  of  which  was  tenderness  to  sha 
colonies.  For  had  the  King  calJefl  the  attea- 
tion  of  parliament  to  proceedings  in  which  their 
acts  were  treated  with  the  most  indecent  dis- 
respect ;  their  own  dignity  must  have  drawn 
from  them  votes  of  censure  and  severity  to- 
wards the  offenders ;  and  therefore  the  ministry, 
who  were  taking  the  proper  methods  to  Ibrm 
and  enforce  the  acL  which  would  have  suffi- 
ciently repressed  tfiie  claims  of  the  Americana, 
and  effectually  asserted  the  dignity  and  autho- 
rity of  Great  Britain,  withheld  \  paper  which 
would  have  given  no  information  but  what  was 
given  in  a  manner  less  calculated  to  irritate 
men's  minds. 

**  It  was  urged  in  favour  of  the  colonies,  that 
those  who  first  planted  them,  were  not  only 
driven  out  of  the  mother  country  by  persecu- 
tiop,  but  bad  lefl  it  at  their  own  risk  and  ex- 
pence;  that  being  thus  forsaken,  or  rather 
worse  treated,  by  her,  all  ties,  except  those 
common  to  mankind,  were  dissolved  between 
them  ;  they  absolved  frona  all  doty  of  obedience 
to  her,  as  she  dispensed  herself  from  all  duty 
of  protection  to  them  ;  that,  if  they  accepted  of 
any  royal  charters  on  the  occasion,  it  was  done 
through  mere  necessity  ;  and  that,  as  this  ne- 
cessity was  not.  of  their  own  making,  these 
charters  could  not  be  binding  upon  them  ;  tliaf, 
even  allowing  these  charters  to  be  binding,  they 
were  only  £>und  thereby  to  that  allegiance, 
which  the  supreme  head  of  the  realm  might 
claim  indiscriminately  from  all  its  subjects. 

**  That  it  wss  extremely  absurd,  that  they 
should  be  still  ibonght  to  owe  any  submismm 
to  tbe  legislative  power  of  Great  Britain,  whick 
had  not  authority  enoogh  to  abteld  tfaeai  againai 
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ietenninnig  and  recovering  the  penalties 
aodfiideitures  tfacarein^  mentioned.'' 

This  Act  passed  the  Commons  almost 
without  debftte,  two  or  three  members 
•poke  against  it,  but  without  force  or  ap- 
pareot  mteiest^  except  a  Tehement  ha^ 


the  visifCM  af  the  ezeeotive ;  tad  more  ab- 
sard  sdllflhaltW  people  of  Great  BiiUiD  should 
prdmd  Jto  czcrdse  orer  them  rights,  which 
thtivfry  people  affirm  they  might  justly  op- 
pose, if  cbiiaed  over  themselTes  by  others. 

**  That  it  esoDOt  be  imagined,  that,  when 
the  sasie  people  of  Great  Britain  contended 
with  tbecnnrn,  it  could  be  with  a  riew  of  gain- 
ing thi9t  fi^tMj  which  the  crown  might  hare 
■HijieJ  srer  others,  and  not  merely  recoreriog 
iksc;  wfcieh  the  aame  crown  arbitrarily  clsim<» 
erf  orcr  themeelTes ;    that,  therefore,  allowing 
tJieir  orjgioai  cbartera  to  be  binding,  as  they 
bad  been  deprived  of  them  in  an  arbitrary  and 
tjranoieal  maooer,  such  as  the  people  of  Great 
Bfitaio  would   not  now  by  any  means  sufler, 
tbey  should  be  considenid  ss  still  entitled  to  the 
fall  benefit  of  them ;  that  their  being  bound  by 
these  diancfs  to  make  no  laws,  but  such  as, 
allowing  for  the  difference  of  circumstances, 
should  Mt  daah  with  those  of  England,  no 
more  sobfected  them  to  the  neriiament  of  Eog- 
bad,  than  their  having  been  laid  under  the  same 
restraint  with  those  of  Scotland  or  any  other 
eoontrj,  wooM  have  subjected  them  to  the 
pariiament  of  Scotland,  or  the  supreme  autho- 
rity of  any  other  country ;  that,  by  these  char- 
ters, they  had  a  right  to  tax  themselves  for 
tbrir  own  support  and  defence. 

'*  That  it  was  their  birthright,  even  ss  the 
deseendasis  of  Englishmen,  not  to  be  taxed  by 
any  but  their  own  representstives ;  that,  so  far 
from  being  actually  represented  in  the  parlia- 
ment of  Greet  Britain,  they  were  not  even  vir- 
tually represented  there,  as  the  meanest  inha- 
bitaots  of  Great  Britain  are,  in  consequence  of 
their  intimale  connection  with  those  who  are  ac- 
tually represented ;  that,  if  laws  made  by  the  Bri- 
tish parhanient  to  bind  all  except  its  own  mem- 
hen,  or  even  all  except  such  members  and  those 
actnally  represented  bv  them,  would  be  deem- 
ed, as  most  certainly  they  would,  to  the  highest 
degne  oppressive  and  unconstitutional,  and  re- 
sisiedacoordingly,  by  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants, 
thongh  rirtoalTy  represented ;  how  much  more 
opprcvive  and  unconstitutional  must  not  such 
lawi  appear  to  those,  who  could  not  be  said  to 
be  either  actually  or  virtually  represented? 

'*Tbat  the  people  of  Ireland  were  much' 
ssore  rirtnally  represented  in  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  than  it  was  even  pretended  ttie 
people  of  the  colonies  conM  be,  in  consequence 
sf  the  great  number  of  Engliabmeu  powessed 
sf  estates  and  pUcea  of  trust  and  profit  in  Ire- 
hod,  end  their  immediate  descendants  settled 
is  that  country «  aad  of  the  great  number  of 
Iiisb  noblemen  and  gentlemen  in  both  Houses 
of  the  British  parliament,  and  the  greater  num> 
ben  still oonstaatlyicsidttig  in  Gfiatfiritsinj 


raogae  from  colonel  Barr6,  who  in  reply- 
to  an  obsenration  of  Mr.  Grenyille,  in 
which  he  described  the  Americans  as 
children  of  our  own»  planted  by  our  care^ 
nourished  by  our  indulgence;  said» 
**  Children  planted  by  your  carel   Nol 

and  that,  notwithstandinir*  the  British  pariin- 
meot  never  claimed  any  right' to  tax  the  people 
of  Ireland,  in  virtue  of  their  being  thus  virtually 
represented  amongst  them. 

"  That  whatever  assistance  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  might  have  given  to  the  peoplb 
of  the  colonies,  it  must  have  been  given  either 
from  motives  of  bomsnity  and  fraternal  affec- 
tion, or  with  a  riew  of  being  one  day  repaid  for 
it,  and  not  as  the  price  of  their  liberty  and  in* 
dependence ;  at  least  the  colonies  could  never 
be  presumed  to  have* accepted  it  in  that  light ; 
that,  if  given  from  motives  of  humanity  and 
fraternal  affection,  as  the  people  of  Uie  colonies 
had  never  given  the  raother  country  any  room 
to  comnlain  of  their  want  of  gratitude,  so  they 
never  should ;  if  s^iveo  with  a  view  of  being 
one  day  repaid  for  it,  thev  were  willing  to 
come  to  a  fair  account,  which,  allowing  for  tlie 
assistance  they  themselves  had  often  ((ivea  the 
mother  oouatry ,  for  what  tliey  must  have  lost» 
and  the  mother  country  must  have  |^,  by  pre* 
ventinff  their  selling  to  others  at  higher  prices 
than  they  could  sell  to  her,  and  their  buying 
firom  others  at  lower  prices  than  they  could  buy 
fram  her,  would/  they  apprehended,  not  turn 
out  to  her  advantage  so  much  as  she  imagined* 

*' That  their  having  heretofore  submitted  to 
laws  made  by  the  Bntiab  parliament,  for  their 
internal  government,  could  no  more  be  brought 
as  a  precedent  ai^aiust  them,  than  against  the 
£n{(lish  themselves  thrir  tameness  under  the 
dictates  of  an  Henry,  or  the  rod  of  a  star  cham« 
ber ;  the  tyranny  of  many  being  as  grievous  to 
human  nature  as  that  of  a  few,  and  the  tyranny 
of  a  few  as  grievous  as  thst  of  a  sin^^le  person. 

**  That,  if  liberty  was  the  due  of  those  who 
had  sense  enough  to  koow  the  VaHie  of  it,  and 
courage  enough  to  expose  themselves  to  ever/ 
danger  and  fatigue  to  acquire  it,  they  were 
better  entitled  to  it  than  even  tbeil^  bretliren  &t 
Great  Britain,  since,  besides  facing,  in  the  wilds 
of  America,  much  more  dreadful  enenoies,  than 
the  friends  of  liberty  they  left  behind  them 
could  expect  to  meet  in  the  fields  of  Great  Bri« 
tain,  they  had  renounced  not  only  their  native 
soil,  the  love  of  which  is  so  eongenial  with  the 
human  mind,  and  all  those  tender  charities  in- 
separable from  it,  but  exposed  themNolvcs  to-ali 
the  risks  and  hardships  unavoidable  in  a  long 
voyage;  and  after  escapiosT  the  daoi^er  tn 
beinif  awallowed  up  by  the  waves,  to  the  still 
more  cruel  danger  of  perishing  ashore  by  a 
slow  famine. 

*'  That,  if  in  the  first  years  of  their  exis- 
tence one  of  them  was  ifuilty  of  some  intem- 
perate sallies,  and  all  expoaed  to  enemies  which 
required  the  interposition  and  assistance  of  au 
English  pariiamanti  they  waraiMW  most  of  thaa 
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your  oppression  planted  them  in  America ; 
they  flea  from  your  tyranny,  into  a  then 
uncuhirated  land,  where  they  were  ex- 
hosed  to  almost  all  hardships  to  which 
puman  nature  is  liablet  and  yet,  actuated 
by  principles  of  true  English  liberty,  they 
met  all  these  hardships  with  pleasure, 
compared  to  those  they  suffered .  in  their 
own  country,  from  the  hands  of  those  who 
should  have  been  their  friends.  They 
nourished  by  your  indulgence!  They 
grew  by  your  neglect  of  them :  as  soon 
as  you  began  to  care  about  them,  that 
care  was  exercised  in  sending  persons  to 
rule  over  them,  who  were,  perhaps,  the 
deputies  of  some  deputy,  sent  to  spy  out 
their  liberty,  to  misrepresent  their  actions, 
attd  to  prey  upon  them  ;  men,  whose  be- 
haviour, on  many  occasions,  has  caused 
the  blood  of  those  sons  of  liberty  to  recoil 
within  them.  They  protected  by  your 
Surms !  they  have  nobly  taken  up  arms  in 
your  defence,  have  exerted  their  valour 
■  amidst  their  constant  and  laborious  in- 
dustry, for  the  defence  of  a  country,  wh6se 

arrived  at  sneb  a  degree  of  mslurity  in  poiat 
of  polity  sad  streofir^h,  as  in  a  e^reat  measure 
took  away  the  necessity  of  such  iDterposition 
and  amistance  for  the  future.  At  least,  that 
Interpol! I ioD  and  aasistance  would  not  be  the 
less  effect  iial  for  the  colonies  being  represented 
in  the  British  parliatnent,  which  was  all  the 
iDdolireiiee  those  colonies  contended  for. 

**  That,  allowing  the  Briiish  parliaroent's 
right  to  make  laws  lor  the  colonies,  and  even 
tax  them  without  their  concurrence,  there  lay 
many  obj<>ction8  against  all  the  duties  lately 
imposed  on  the  colonies,  and  more  still  and 
1veti;htier  an^ainst  that  of  the  stamps  now  pro- 
posal to  be  laid  upon  them  ;  that  whereas  those 
Stamp  duties  were  laid  gradually  on  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  they  were  to  be 
Aaddled  all  at  once,  with  all  their  increased 
treight,  on  those  of  the  colonies :  that,  if  those 
doties  were  thought  so  grievous  in  England,  on 
account  of  the  great  variety  of  occasions  in 
which  they  were  payable,  and  the  great  num- 
ber of  heavy  piehalttes  to  which  the  best  mean- 
ing persons  were  liable  for  not  paying  them,  or 
not  strictly  conforming  to  alt  the  numerous 
^al  clanses  in  them,  they  must  be  to  the  last 
oeifree  oppressive  in  the  colonies,  where  the 
people  in  general  could  not  be  supposed  so  con- 
versant in  matters  of  this  kind,  and  numbers 
did  not  understand  even  the  language  of  these 
intricale  laws,  so  much  out  of  the  course  of 
what  common  sense  alone  might  suggest  to 
them  as  their  duty,  and  common  honesty  en- 
ga^  them  to  practise,  the  almost  only  rul«  of 
action,  and  motive  to  it,  compatible  with  that 
•neonragement,  which  it  is  proper  to  give 
^erjr  new  settler  in  ef ery  eountry,  especially 
ftftigiien,  ia  saeh  a  eountry  aa  America*" 
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frontiers,  while  drenched  in  Mood,  its  in- 
terior parts  have  yielded  all  its  Uttle  sav* 
inf^  to  your  enlargement;  and  the  same 
Bpmi  which  actuated  that  people  at  first, 
will  continue  with  them  still;  but  pru- 
dence forbids  me  to  explain  myself  fur« 
ther." 

There  was  but  one  division  during  the 
progress  of  the  Bill,  and  then  the  minority 
did  not  amouut  to  more  than  forty.  The 
petitions  presented  agaitist  it.,  although 
recommended  by  an  order  of  council,  were 
not  attended  to,  and  the  House  refused  to 
receive  four  from  the  agents  of  Conoecti- 
cut,  Rhode  Island,  Virginia,  and  Caro- 
lina, and  one  from  the  traders  of  Ja- 
maica. In  the  House  of  Lords  the  act 
passed  without  debate,  division,  or  pro- 
test ;  and  having  thus  received  the  sane-' 
tion  of  both  Houses,  was  ratified  by  the 
royal  assent,  on  the  22nd  of  March.* 

Motion  in  the  Commons  respecting  In* 
formations  Ex-Officio  by  the  AttomeyUene^ 
ro/.]  March  4.  Mr.  Nicholson  Caivert 
moved,  that  part  of  an  Act,  made  in  the 
i6th  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles 
the  1st,  intituled,  '<  An  Act  for  regulat- 
ing the  privy  council,  and  for  taking  away 
tlie  Court  commonly  called  the  Star 
Chamber,"  might  behead:  and  the  same 
being  read  accordingly,  he,  spoke  as  fol« 
lows : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  the  business  tjf  this  day 
is  of  so  great  importance,  not  only  to 
every  member  of  this  House,  but  to  every 
subject  in  his  Majesty's  dominions :  that 
aftrighted  as  I  am  at  my  own  incapacity, 
lest  the  cause  of  the  public  shoula  suffer 
in  my  hands,  I  should  not  have  dared  to 
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*  **  As  to  the  fact  of  a  strenuous  opftoaMda 
to  the  l^mp  Act,  I  sat  as  a  stranger  in  yoor 
l^llei^  when  the  ai;t  was  under  consideration. 
Par  nom  any  thing  inflammatory,  I  never 
beard  a  more  languid  debate  In  this  House. 
No  more  than  two  or  thi^ee  gentlemen,  as  I 
remember,  spoke  against  the  act,  and  that  with 
great  reserve  and  remarkable  temper.  There 
was  but  oi|e  division  in  the  whole  progress  of 
this  Bill ;  and  the  minority  did  not  reach  to 
more  than  39  or  40.  In  the  House  of  Lords, 
I  do  not  recollect  that  thera  was  any  debate  or 
division  at  all.  I  am  sore  there  was  no  pro- 
test. In  fact,  the  affair  passed  with  so  very, 
very  little  noise,  that  in  town  they  scarcely 
knew  the  nature  of  what  yon  were  doiag.  The 
opposition  to  the  Bill  hi  England  never  eould 
have  done  this  tnischief,  because  there  scarcely 
ever  was  less  of  oopositfon  to  a  Bill  of  coose- 
saquence.''  Mr.  Bttrke*B  Speech  on  Americat 
Taiatmh 
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hne  osite  ran  fbe  motion  1  shall  now 
mab,  iiid  I  DOC  been  promised  the  as- 
amoce  and  support  of  my  most  worthy, 
jamed,  tod  honoarable  friend,  whose 
ibdides  as  a  bwyer,  and  whose  integrity 
u  a  member  of  parliament,  claims  so  re* 
qiecuUe  a  diarecter  in  this  cootitry. 

There  is  a  weed,  ^,  which  has  taken 
so  deep  a  root  in  this  free  soil ;  and  has, 
aft  times,  been  of  so  rampant  a  growth,  as 
to  wefi  ugh  hire  overshadowed  the  fairest 
fioweis  Id  the  plaii^.  The  weed  that  I 
mean,  Sr,  k  that  practioe  of  the  Attor* 
net  Gesoal  filing  bills  of  Information 
fx  ^;  I  practice  so  diametrically  op- 
posts  to  eveiy  part  of  this  constitution  ! 

/  M  probably  be  told,  <  that  it  has 
httoadjtt^;  that  the  old  statutes  enact 
ti^pmeedings  shall  be  by  presentment 
oriuiictiiient;  that  informations  are  btft 
pmentmentB ;  and  that  informations  were 
at  coonKMi  law.'     Not  by  Attorney  Ge- 
f^erakinorcoold  one  instance  be  brought 
to  profe  the  practice,  eariier  than  the  date 
iQ  vhich  I  shall  fix  their  commencement ; 
for,  AoM  some  old  musty  revenue  laws 
^  brought  out  of  the  Exchequer,  giving 
^  porer,  will  H  at  all  afiect  the  founda- 
tun  I  shaQ  boild  my  opposition  to  it  upon  i 
I  ahali  not  now  hesitate  a  moment,  Sir, 
ifl  proDouncing  this  practice  a  legitimate 
o^riogof  that  accursed  court,  the  court 
^  Star  Chamber.    I  shall  probably  be 
tokf,  that  the  court  of  Star  Chamber  is  a 
com  of  as  old  an  institution  as  most  in 
tbekiogdom.    Sir,  that  court,  which  in 
]ts  fbt  mstitution  was  nothing;  more  than 
^or  the  better  governing  the  lung's  house- 
hold, under  a  series  dT  bad  kings,  and 
vorsemmisters,  became  one  of  the  most 
^^ere  icoarges  this  country  ever  was  op- 
preacd  with, 

^il  ^11  date  the  growth  of  this  evil 
^  the  reign  oi  that  avaricious  prince, 
^^^77:  and  though  possibly  one  in- 
stance of  an  information  may  be  found  of 
>n  esriier  date,  it  u  from  this  period  this 
^^firet  took  any  root  in  this  constitu- 
^^*  Ooe  instance  produced,  and  not 
^mwed  with  a  subsequent  practice,  shews 
^  pfadaly'  the  reception  it  met  with, 
^  at  that  thne. 
1  ihsll  give  it.  Sir,  to  the  honour  of 
^  two  great  patriots,  Empson  and 
^«r>  whose  fiune.  Sir,  will  be  sus- 
Ned  to  all  future  ages,  as  their  bodies 
*^  when  living,  a  terror  to  all  proud, 
''^Sj  ptoffigate  ministers. 
^  and.  Sir,  this  power  carried  on 
^^  the  somediog  reignsi  constantly 


accompanTiAg  the  court  of  Star  CSMmber, 
down  to  the  reign  of  Charles  1,  when  the 
very  vigorous  use  of  it  in  the  beginning  of 
that  king's  reign,  against  all  those  who 
presumed  to  dbpute  *  the  prerogative 
royal,'  as  it  was  then  called,  brought  on 
the  general  resentment  of  the  nation,  and 
the  abolition  of  the  act  of  jStar  Chamber, 
July  5th,  1641. 

It  is  well  worth  obserting,  that  from 
that  time  to  the  Restoration,  not  the  least 
shadow  of  an  information  by  the  Attorney 
General  appears. 

Upon  toe  Restoration,  Sir,  on  the  re- 
turn of  that  merry  king,  Charles  2.,  and 
his  patriot  brother,  the  duke  of  Yoric,  this 
practice  is  revived.  These  kings  wanted 
then  more  powers  than  the  laws  could 
give.  The  court  of  Star  Chamber  being 
at  an  end,  it  was  thought  this  ofipring  of 
the  Star  Chamber  was  now  strong  enough 
to  walk  alone ;  and  accordingly,  this  power 
of  the  Attorney  General,  at  filing  bills  of 
Information  ex  Gfficio,  was  revived,  and 
continued  in  its  fullest  force,  till  that 
blessed  era  of  our  liberties,  that  era  which 
so  much  graces  the  annals  of  our  history, 
when  this  country,  by  its  two  Houses  of 
Parliament,  marked  out,  fixe;d  and  deter- 
mined, the  power  of  all  succeeding  kings 
in  this  country. 

It  may  be  argued,  *lf  this  was  then  so 
great  a  grievance  as  urged  to  be,  how 
came  it  not  to  be  remedied  at  tliat  time, 
when  you  had  a  king  both  willing  and  de- 
sirous of^ming  into  any  measures  which 
might  bethought  for  the  future  security 
of  the  libertv  of  the  subject  ?  Sir,  the 
committee  which  then  sat  for  the  redress 
of  grievances,  reported  to  the  House,  ar- 
ticle 2Sd,-***  Informations  firom  the  court 
of  King's-bench  to  be  taken  away." — ^  It 
was  agreed  to  by  the  House :"  and  the 
only  good  reason  which  can  be  given  why 
they  were  not  then  taken  away,  is  tire 
great  weakness  of  the  government  at  that 
time ;  and  the  great  interest  the  abdicated 
monarch  still  had  in  the  kingdom.  The 
government.  Sir,  was  then  young,  and 
wanted  every  prop  and  assistance  it  could 
lay  hold  on. 

The  act  which  passed  the  4th  and  5th 
of  William  and  Mary,  which  in  some  de- 
gree lessens  the  power  of  the  master  of 
the  crown  office,  gavesome  relief  between 
subject  and  subject,  as  it  obliges  the  in* 
former  to  enter  into  bond  of  ^.  penaltr 
(a  paltry  recognizance)  to  carry  hn  suit 
to  an  issue ;  and  likewise  gives  costs ;  but 
there  is  a  clause  m  this  act,  wUdi  dodaret 
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that  act  shall  extend  only  to  informatioiis 
from  the  master  of  the  orovhi  office^  so 
that  the  power  of  the  Attorney  General 
remains  as  before  the  passing  this  act. 

ThiSy  Sir,  I  think,  is  the  fair  state  of 
the  power  exercised  by  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral of  filing  bills  of  Information  ex 
officio^ 

It  may  now  be  asked,  and  I  think  fairly 
too,  what  reasons  have  you  to  urge,  why 
a  practice  of  so  long  a  continuance  should 
at  this  time  be  put  an  end  to  ?  And  what 
have  you  to  shew,  that  shall  convince  a 
majority  of  this  House  of  its  inconsistency 
with  the  liberty  of  this  free  country  ? 

A  succession.  Sir,  of  acts  of  parliament 
from  the  Great  Charter  to  this  hour,  which 
in  spirit  and  letter  diametrically  oppugn 
every  part  of  this  practice. 

Sir,  by  the  Great  Charter,  I  am  not  to 
be  passed  upon  or  condemned,  but  by 
lawful  judgment  of  my  peers,  viz.  I- can- 
not be  put  upon  my  trial  before  a  jury 
has  found  sufficient  reason,  either  from 
their  own  knowledge,  or  from  evidence 
upon  oath,  to  return  a  free  bill  against  me ; 
I  am  then  put  upon  my  trial,  and  if  I  am 
found  guilty  of  what  I  am  charged  by 
another  jury,  the  law  punishes  me. 

.This  is  confirmed  by  the  5th  of  Edward 
d«  25th  Edward  3,  (which  says  none 
shall  be  condemned  by  suggestion,  with 
out  lawful  presentment;)  28th  of  Edward 
3;  42d  of  Edward  3,  (none  shall  be  put 
to  answer  to  an  accusation  made  to  the 
king  without  presentment  or  some  matter 
of  record ;)  2nd  of  Charles  1 ;  Petition  of 
Right,  16th  of  Charles  1,  the  preamble^of 
which  you  have  heard  read.  The  Bill  of 
Rights,  1st  of  William  and  Mary.  Lastly, 
by  the  Act  of  Succession,  which  puts  the 
crown  upon  the  head  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty. 

It  may  possibly  be  said,  that  the  plead- 
ing the  statutes  would  be  of  no  effect  in  a 
court  of  law,  since  the  cause  has  been  al- 
ready decided,  and  these  informations  de- 
clared legal. 

Sir,  I  should  not  think  that  even  these 
informations  having  been  declared  legal 
in  a  court  below,  would  at  all  take  off 
from  the  weight  Uiese  statutes  must  have 
in  this  House. 

Sir,  I  have  ever  looked  upon  Magna 
Charta  as  the  fundamental,  invariable,  un- 
alterable basis  of  this  constitution ;  I  say, 
Sir,  unalterable :  I  do  not  think  it  in  the 
power  of  the  threeparts  of  the  legislature, 
king.  Lords,  and  Commons,  to  take  away 
.the  spirit  and  ewenc^  of  Magna  Charta. 


I  think.  Sir,  every  part  of  this  free  consti- 
tution is  limited ;  tiie  three  parts  of  the 
legislature  connected,  have  no  more  right 
to  take  away  the  liberties  of  the.  people, 
than  any  one  of  them  singly.  The  con- 
trary would  be  one  of  the  most  absurd 
E repositions  that  ever  entered  into  th^ 
ead  of  man  to  conceive  \  to  think  that 
this  House,  invested  only  with  a  secon- 
dary power  of  acting,  merely  for  the  good 
and  preservation  pf  the  people,  should 
think  themselves  authorised  to  destroy 
that  primary  power,  for  whose  sole  de- 
fence and  preservation  they  were  cre- 
ated. •  . 

But,  Sir,  if  these  ancient  boundaries^ 
these  coeval  land-marks  of  the  constitu- 
tion, should  not  have  that  attention  paid 
them  in  this  House,  which  I  shall  ever  ex- 
pect till  I  see  the  contrary,  let  gentleooeo 
reflect  upon  the  situation  they  leave  their 
fellow  subjects  in. 

I  may  give  a  minister  displeasure  i?vitli 
what  I  have  this  day  done ;  instead  of  a 
bill  of  presentment  or  indictment  found 
against  me  by  my  peers,  this  monster, 
this  eUabolus  regis^  stalks  into  court,  teem« 
ingwitli  destruction,  like  the  Trojaa  horse 
with  the  Star  Chaniber  in  his  guts, 

Scaodit  fatalis  maQbioa  mnroa 

Feta  armis 

by  his  own  authority  files  an  Information 
in  the  King's  name,  which  the  judges  can- 
not refuse,  nor  has  the  defendant  any  privi- 
lege to  shew  cause  against  it ;  I  must  plead 
insianter^  though  I  never  heard  the  iofor« 
mation  read  before  that  moment.  Possi- 
bly he  may  dr<^  this  information,  file  ano- 
ther, for  he  is  not  obliged  to  carry  the 
suit  to  an  issue.  If  I  am  at  last  sunered 
to  carry  the  cause  to  an  issue,  and  am  ho- 
nourably acquitted  by  a  jury  of  my  coun- 
trymen; the  crown  being  exempted  by 
prerogative  from  paying  costs,  though  an 
innocent  man,  I  may  be  involved  in  an  in* 
supportable  offence,  or  be  punished  without 
conviction.  Thus  bad  ministers  have  it  in 
their  power  to  harass  any  the  best-de- 
signing men  with  frivolous  and  vexatious 
prosecutions. 

It  was  said  by  sir  Francis  Winnington,  in 
his  pleadings  in  Prynn's  case,  concerning 
a  riot,  that  the  judges  were  no  frienda  to 
this  practice;  that  one  of  them  (lord 
chief  justice  Hales ^  he  remembered  to 
have  heard  say»  '  Tnat  if  ever  these  in- 
formations came  to  be  disputed,  they  could 
never  stand,  they  must  fall  to  the  ground.* 
As  I  neither  knew  sir  Francis  Winning- 
ton^  or  lord  chief  justice  Hates,  I  can 
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nljtefl.tlie  House  what  lord  chief  jiif- 
tice  Hales  has  wrote.  In' his  History  of 
tbeiVasof  tlie  Crown,  he  sajs,  *  That 
B  all  crimBial  causes,  the  most  regular 


wi  nfe  way,  and  most  consonant  to 
Magna  Cfaarta^  and  the  other  ancient 
jcatotes,  is  by  presentment  or  indictment 
of  tweive  sworn  men.' 

I  beg  the  oardon  of  the  House  for  detain- 
ing them  aolong  from  hearing  mj  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  who  will  fling  lights  upon 
this  siil^ect  before  the  House,  more  con- 
vincing thaa  1  can  be  imagined  able  to 
do :  1  shall  therefore  beg  leave  to  move, 
*^  That  lesfe  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
forrdiefof  his  Majesty's  subjects,  touch- 
ing [nftrmations  in  the  King's-bench,  by 
and  m  the  name  of  his  Majesty's  Attorney 
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Mr.  Serjeant  Hewitt  f  who  was  after- 
wards ereated  lord  Lifibra,  upon  being  ap- 
pointed lord  chancellor  of  Ireland)  se- 
conded the  motion,  in  which  he  stated  the 
ab«e  and  the-  danger  of  the  practice  of 
filing  bfomiations  ex  nficio  ;  but  in  so 
cold  a  manner,  that  tlie  motion  may  be 
said  to  have  received  no  nuiterial  support 
fiom  his  speech. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  204? 
gainst  78. 

Matien  in  the  Comnume  respecting  the 
DitansAm  of  General  Cowuay  and 
a^Aery.^3     Upon  a  motion  made  a  little 

*  ^  The  administration  beiD|^  dow  in  the  me- 
ridianjsf  their  power,  and,  in  tbeir  own  ides,  firm 
aod  imflBovable,  they  resolved  tocliastife  some 
of  their  military  euemies,  who  bacl  dared  to  op- 
pose them  upon  those  qoestiona  which  so  emt- 
neotly  threatened  their  dissolotioD.  The  first 
of  these,  whom  they  thought  proper  to  mark 
for  pooiahaieot,  was  general  Conway.  He 
had  %  reeimeot,  and  was  moreover  a  groom  of 
the  hadebamber  to  the  King ;  the  former  was 
taken  inm  bim,  and  from  the  latter  be  was 
dramiaaed.  This  conduct  instantly  created  an 
alann.  It  was  considered  by  the  public  aa  an 
attempt  so  destroy  the  freedom  and  independ- 
ency of  parliament ;  and  by  the  officers  of  the 
army  as  a  pecoltar  hardship,  and  a  disgrace  to 
tbeir  pfOMsioo,  no  reason  being  assisrned  lor 
the  gcneralV  disgrace.  It  mast  sladcen  the 
seal  of  officers  (said  one  of  general  Conway's 
frieada)  when  they  see  that,  atUr  a  life  spent 
in  the  service,  they  are  liable  to  he  turned 
adrift,  10  satisfy  the  vengeance  of  ministers, 
aad  for  eanses  no  way  connected  with  the  pro- 
It  affects  the  honour  of  oflScers,  as  it 
men  without  doors  to  suspect  that  they 
fear  of  losing  their  employments. 
It  indispoocs  their  coootrymen  to  cbuse  them 
into  pariiamcuty  as  an  officer  can  no  longer  be 


time  afterwards,  respecting  the  disaissioa 
of  general  Conway  and  oUiers, 

Mr.  Nicholson  Calvert  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  am  neither  Jaco« 
bite,  or  Republican,  nor  Tory,  thank 
God  !*  but  an  adorer  of  this  constitution  1 
I  honour.  Sir,  and  revere  the  King  as  first 
magistrate  in  this  country,  withaprero- 
^atiire  (as  Mr.  Locke  explains  ^e  mean* 
mg  of  that  yrord)  of  doing  public  good 
without  a  rule ;  but  not  the  least  power 
or  pretension  of  offisring  an  injury  to  any 
one.  The  King  would  then  do  no  wrong  1 
the  King  can  do  no  wron^  by  this  consti* 
tution !  I  honour  him,  Sir,  sitting  at  tho 
head  of  his  privy  council,  by  whom  he  ia 
advised  in  all  matters  appertaining  to  tho 
good  government  of  tins  cotmtry ;  each 

supposed  a  free  Sfifent.  The  public  is  hurt,  if 
the  rights  of  parliament  are  violated,  and  if 
punishment,  which  is  only  due  to  crimes,  is 
mflicted  on  incorruptible  honesty  aod  cooscieo- 
tious  virtue.  It  is  hurt,  if  mmtaters  revenge 
tbeir  owo  aaimoaitiea  oo  the  aerranta  of  the 
King  and  the  nation,  and  if  th^y  in  effect  de- 
clare, that  to  defend  the  libertiea  of  the  people, 
subjects  the  guardians  of  those  liberties  to  pro- 
scription. 

**  These  dismissioDS  (continued  the  same 
advocate)  have  sometimes  been  exercised 
againat  men  who  have  been  regnhir  and  for- 
ward in  opposition,  as  in  the  .cases  of  the  doke 
of  Bolton,  the  lords  Westmoreland  and  Cob- 
ham.  But  general  Conwav's  conduct  was 
very  different  from  that  uf  those  nuble  lords  ; 
they  were  fiied  and  determined  opponents  to  the 
then  minister ;  he  was  enlisted  in  no  opposition, 
and  upon  the  report  being  propagated  that  he 
was,  be  declareo  to  a  minbter,  More  witneas, 
**  that  he  was  not,  nor  inteiHled  to  be  engs^ 
m  op|»Dsitkni."  He  gave  but  one  vote  aftainst 
the  minister ;  for  he  voted  with  the  majority 
upon  every  question  against  Mr.  Wilkes,  and 
was  several  times  up  to  speak,  tbouffh  never 
pointed  to.  He  likewise  voted  with  tne  minis- 
try upon  the  Excise,  and  every  other  question 
throughout  the  whole  session,  except  the  single 
affair  of  the  Warrants.  This  dismission  was 
therefore  singular,  and  could  not  fail  exciting 
very  strong  remarks.  But  whether  the  clamour 
raised  by  it,  and  the  apparent  disgust  with 
which  it  was  received  by  the  army,  or  whether 
the  administration  thought  this  example  suf- 
ficient to  ^x  tbeir  wavering  friends,  or  what 
other  caoaes  prevented  a  number  of  other 'dis- 
missions of  the  like  kind,  certain  it  Is,  they 
were  not  made,  althoogb  they  had  been 
threatened."    History  of  the  Minority,  p.  891. 

*  Lord  Strange  had  in  a  former  debate  flung 
out  that  he  was  neither  a  Repubhcaa  nor  Ja« 
cobite. 
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pnrjr  counsellor  is  responsible  fcr  the  ad- 
rice  he  shall  give  his  sovereign. 

I  cevere  him.  Sir,  as  a  magistrate  in 
whom  the  whole  executive  part  of  govero- 
nent  is  lodged ;  and  having  the  executive 
part  of  government  in  his  hands,  undouht* 
edlj  the  power  of  promoting  or  discarding 
officers.  Bat  that,  lilce  every  other  of  his 
prerogatives,  must  be  exercised  for  the 
good  of  his  people,  for  whose  support  and 
protection  he  is  made  a  king. 

This,  Sir,  is  my  idea  of  the  constitution. 
if  any  gentleman's  ideas  carry  him  still 
ftrther,  even  to  imagine  that  the  King  has 
that  power  in  a  much  higher  degree  than 
what  I  have  stated,  and  that  no  one  is  re- 
sponsible, even  to  this  House ;  but  that  it 
is  sufficient  to  say — the  King  has  done  it ; 
Jie  chose  to  do  it ;  you  have  no  rieht  to 
ask  why  or  wherefore:  ^hat  genUeman 
will  be  so  good  as  to  inform, me,  where  I 
shall  find  such  a  power  lodged  in  the 
crown  by  the  constitution,  not  in  the  act 
13th  of  Charles  2 ;  that  act.  Sir,  gives  no 
more  power  than  what  then  was,  and  al- 
ways had  been  in  the  crown  of  England ; 
not  in  the  act  17th  of  Edward  3,  called 
the  prerogativa  regis^  that  act.  Sir,  gives 
no  such  power.  It  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  act  of  the  27th  of  Henry  8,  which  is  a 
confirmation  of  the  former  act ;  that.  Sir, 
gives  no  such  po^ver.  Where  then  am  I, 
ISir,  to  look  for  this'high  prerogative  royal! 
I  will  tell  gentlemen,  wliere  I  will  ever 
hx)k  for  conviction  in  matters  of  this  high 
hnportance,  in  those  long,  dry,  tedious, 
but  instructive  remonstrances,  which  pass- 
ed between  the  king  and  parliament  in  the 
times  of  Charles  1.  They  were  drawn  up. 
Sir,  on  both  sides,  by  men  the  most  able, 
Che  most  informed,  most  conversant  in 
every  part  of  this  constitution,  that  per- 
haps ever  lived  in  any  country. 

The  true  constitutions  of  countries  are 
not  to  be  learned.  Sir,  in  peaceable  quiet 
times ;  but  by  studying  their  different  re- 
volutions, and  searchmg  out  the  causes 
from  whence  those  revolutions  took  their 
rise ;  this  is  it  that  makes  the  statesman. 

Whoever  will  give  himself  the  trouble  to 
took  into  that  great  historian,  lord  Claren- 
don, will  find  the  very  point  before  us 
sifted  to  the  bottom. 

Sir  John  Hotham  denies  the  king's  en- 
trance into  Hull. 

The  king  proclaims  him  a  traitor. 

No,  says  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
law  must  proclaim  a  man  a  traitor.  The 
king  urges  it  as  the  greatest  breach  of  pri- 
vate property  that  ever  passed  between 


subject  and  subject,  that  he  had  as  much 
a  right  to  his  forts  and  garrisons,  as  an  j 
private  man  had  to  his  Ifwds  and  estates ; 
that  he  had  as  good  a  ri^t  to  the  anunu- 
nition,  ordnance,  te.  therein,  as  any  pri- 
vate person  had  to  his  jewds,  plate,  or 
any  other  furniture;  and  be  had  not  onlyi 
cliumed  this  right,  but  exercised  it;  for 
in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  he  had  sent 
eight  ships  of  war  under  &e  command  of 
captain  Fennington,  with  an  order  that  he 
should  surrender  them  to  the  French  king; 
and  if  anv  other  of  the  captains  refused 
obeying  the  order,  he  was  immediately  to 
sink  them.  They  were  surrendered  to  the 
French  king,  and  it  was  by  this  force  the 
Rochelle  Protestants  were  subdued. 

But,  Sir,  there  was  not  wanting,  even 
in  that  day,  one  patriot  officer,  sir  Ferdi- 
nando  Gorges ;  who,  in  contempt  of  those 
orders,  and  in  despite  of  the  obsequious 
Pennington,  brought  his  ship  home  to  the 
Thames. 

These  were  the  prerogatives  die  long 
laid  claim  to. 

What  said  the  Commons  ?  They  urged, 
that  his  majesty's  pretensions  were  sub- 
versive of  everv  part  of  the  law  and  the 
constitution ;  that  if  his  majesty  had  that 
right  he  laid  claim  to,  they  were  all  his 
slaves  and  minions ;  that  i^  he  had  the 
same  right  in  his  forts  and  garrisons  as 
they  had  in  their  private  estates ;  the  same 
right  to  the  ammunition,  ordnance,  Jcc  as 
they  had  in  their  jewels,  plate,  or  fomi- 
ture,  what  should  hinder  his  majesty  from 
selling  not  only  his  kingdom,  but  his  sub- 
jects, to  the  best  bidder;  that  they 
conceived  the  trust  that  was  reposed  in  his 
majesty  were  tor  the  eood  and  preserva- 
tion of  his  people;  that  if  his  majesty 
made  use  of  that  force,  which  was  invest- 
ed in  him  merely  for  their  preservation,  to 
their  destruction,  he  certainly  broke 
through  his  coronation  oath. 

These,  Sir,  were  the  arguments  made 
use  of  by  the  then  House  of  Commons. 
I  think,  Sir,  they  were  warranted  by  the 
law  and  qonstitution  of  this  country. 
Most  certainly,  had  the  king  had  any  such 
power  as  was  here  set.  up,  from  that  mo- 
ment the  nation  must  have  ceased  to  have 
been  that  free  people  they  have  alwaya 
imagined  themselves  to  be. 

Had  the  crown  that  power  that  was 
tben  contended  for,  what  havoc  might 
not  a  bad  or  ill-advised  king  make  io  this 
constituticm  I  Might  not  the  army  be  garb* 
led  and  modelled  into  the  situation  this 
House  onoe  knew  it?  What  could  aa  un« 
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mad  paHineot  do,  or  rather  what  imght 

tlMjiiot  be  cooipelled  to  do,  by  each  an 

anud  force  at   their  doors?     Sir,  this 

HiHise  Aice  voted  an  army  to  be  divided 

ifid  dtsbaoded.     But  alasl    that    army 

(iespised   those   votes;    ihey   said    they 

voukl neither  be  divided  Bor  disbanded; 

that  those  who  voted  for  their  disbanding 

vere  their  enemiea;   that  their  enemies 

fihouki  never  be  their  judges ;  that  it  was 

time  the  House  should  be  purged,  and  a 

period  put  to  their  sitting* 

1  ha?e  erer  thought,  Sir»  that  the  array 
coDpQKd  of  officers,  many  of  them  of  the 
best  ^re  and  fortune  in  this  country, 
Totedistbejr  are  from  year  to  year,  sup* 
ported  and  maintained  by  the  kingdom, 
the  behind  safest  naodel  of  defence  ever 
(ormei  io  soy  countty. 

Fou  will  here  see  what  is  rarely  to  be 
pet  vitb  in  any  other  country,  and  what 
i» 00 nre  thing  here;  men,  equally  capa- 
ble of  dril  as  of  military  employments : 
the  BUDe  men  great  generals  in  the  field, 
great  kgisUtors  in  the  senate:   and  lest 
tli^ir  ardour  in  the  latter  should  be  check* 
^  bj  t/tat  subordination  which  is  neces- 
nrr  to  be  preserved  in  the  former,  you 
lttv«  marked  out,  ascertained,  and  totally 
disunited  the  civil  and  military  functions. 
Tbe  Hutiny  and  Desertion  Act,  which 
iKcires  annnally  the  consent  of  the  three 
puts  of  the  legislature,    sets  forth  the 
criiaes  a  soldier  may  be  guilty  of,   and 
gives  the  crown  a  power  to  appoint  court 
iB^ials,  to  take   cognizance  of  their  of- 
ftaicet. 

}^  hen  an  officer  becomes  a  member  of 
tb'tt  House,  nothing  he  can  say  or  do  here 
cao  bring  him  tuider  any  part  of  tiiat  law. 
He  iits  here  not  as  a  soldier,  but  as  a  se- 
n^:  the  law  of  the  land,  the  Bill  of 
^btssays,  no  member  of  this  House 
^  be  questioned  or  punished  in  any 
court  or  place  out  of  parliament,  for  what 
tf  said  or  done  in  parliament. 

But  gentlemen  will  say,  who  has  been 
poiissb^  or  questioned  in  any  court  or 
place  out  of  parliament,  for  what  has  been 
^  or  done  in  parliament  ?  We  know  of 

I  can  only  say.  Sir,  that  when  great 
^^^cers  of  long  and  respectable  service 
(to  whom  their  greatest  enemies  do  not 
F^^  to  imply  any  the  least  fault  in 
^  military  capacity,  but,  on  the  oon- 
^1  the  whole  world  join  in  their  praise 
BDd  commendation )  are  disgraced  and  dis- 
^ded  without  any  the  l^st  shadow  of 
'MMm  MsigDed,  ether  tfawi  what  mny  be 
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iniaffined  from  their  conduct  here,  I 
thins:  it  high  time  for  this  House  to  make 
enquiry. 

If  we  look  back  into  the  history  of  thia 
countiy,  Sir,  we  shall  find,  that  whenever 
men  of  a  particular  cast  of  miitd,  known 
by  the  name  of  Tories,  get  any  footing  in 
the  government,  violent  measures  ever 
ensue. 

If  there  are  any  such  in  the  present  ad- 
ministration,  and  they  have  rc»lly  a  mind 
to  work  a  change  in  the  constitution,  by 
flinging  more  power  into  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  than  what  the  present  constitution 
of  this  country  may  allow  of:  why  so  vio- 
lent ?  Why  so  hasty  ?  Let  them  recollect 
Sylla,  by  the  impetuosity  of  his  temper, 
precipitated  the  Romans  into  liberty: 
Augustus,  who  best  knew  mankind,  genUy 
led  them  into  slavery. 

Proceedings  in  the  Lords  on  a  Con^ 
plaint  of  advertising  Tvoo  Indian  Warrior$ 
to  be  shexxmA  JV&rch  5.  Notice  being 
taken  to  the  llouse,  and  complaint  made, 
of  an  advertiseraept  in  the  printed  news- 
uaper,  intituled,  "  The  Gazetteer  and 
r^Gw  Daily  Advertiser,  Monday.  March 
4.th,  1765,"  "  That  there  is  to  be  seen,  ajt. 
the  SuQ  Tavern,  facing  York  Buildings  ia 
the  Strand,  two  Indian  Warriors  of  the 
Mohawk  natiop,  from  ten  in  the  morning 
till  six  in  the  evening ;  each  person  to  pay 
one  shilling."  Ordered,  That  the  personr 
who  keeps  the  Sun-tavern  facing '  York 
Buildings  in  the  Strand  do  attend  thie 
House  to-morrow. 

March  6.  The  House  being  informed^ 
<<  That  John  Schuppe,  who  keeps  the  Sun* 
tavern  in  the  Strand,  where  the  two  In- 
dians are  shewn,  and  Hyam  Myers,  were 
attending  without,  pursuant  to  Uieir  lord* 
ships'  order.** 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  acouainted  the 
House  with  the  purport  of  a  letter  which 
he  received  from  sir  Joseph  Yorke,  ^hia 
Majesty's  ambassador  in  HoHand,  relating 
to  the  said  Indians,  when  they  were  there ; 
and  the  directions  given  by  his  excellency, 
for  their  being  brought  to  England,  in 
order  to  their  being  carried  back  to  Ame* 
rica.  Then  the  said  John  Schuppe  and 
Hyam  Myers  were  called  in,  to  the  bar. 

And  the  said  John  Sqhuppe,  being  exa- 
mined in  relation  to  the  shewing  of  ^e 
said  Indians,  acquainted  the  House* 
<*  That  the  said  Hyam  Myers  hired  s 
room  of  him  for  eight  days,  in  order  to 
shew  two  Indian  W^rriera  he  bfid  breiqjhft 
.    [E] 
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from  America ;  that  they  have  been  shewn 
there  for  eight  daj^s,  at  Is,  each  person ; 
that  they  have  their  meals  regularly,  and 
drink  nothing  stronger  than  small  beer." 

The  said  Hyam  Myers  bein^  also  exa- 
mined, acquainted  the  House,  *'  That, 
about  eleven  months  ago,  he  was  at  New 
York  ;  and  being  about  to  come  to  Eng- 
land, the  two  Mohawks  that  are  now  with 
him  came  down  to  New  York,  artd  desired 
him  to  bring  them  to  England  to  see  their 
father ;  but,  having  no  money  to  pay  their 
passage,  he  first  consulted  his  friends 
about  it,  who  advised  him  to  bring  them 
over,  as  he  might  reimburse  himself  the 
expence  of  their  passage  by  shewing  them ; 
that  accordingly  he  brougnt  them  to  Eng- 
land, and  landed  at  Bristol,  where  he  left 
them  with  their  interpreter  while  he  came 
up  to  London  ;  that,  during  his  absence, 
the  interpreter  carried  one  of  them  to  Am- 
sterdam*, and  there  sold  him ;  that,  upon 
the  first  knowledge  of  this  transaction,  he 
immediately  went  to  Amsterdam,  in  order 
to  recover  him,  and  took  the  other  Mo- 
hawk with  him ;  but,  notwithstanding  all 
his  endeavours,  he  could  not  get  him 
•gain,  being  cast  in  a  cause  which  he  in- 
stituted there  for  that  purpose ;  that,  upon 
this,  he  went  to  the  Hague,  and  applied  to 
sir  Joseph  Yorke,  desiring  him  to  procure 
the  said  Mohawk's  release;  that,  some 
time  afterwards,  he  was  directed  by  sir 
Joseph  Yorke  to  return  to  Amsterdam, 
and  he  would  have  the  Mohawk  delivered 
to  him ;  and  at  the  same  time,  sir  Joseph 
desired  him  to  carry  them  back  to  their 
own  country,  by  the  way  of  England, 
telling  him,  he  would  write  in  his  behalf  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  he  di- 
rected him  to  apply  on  his  arrival  in  Eng- 
land: that  he  accordingly  brought  them 
to  England,  but,  being  distressed  for 
money,  he  had  shewn  them  in  order  to 
reimburse  himself  the  expence  he  had  al- 
ready been  at,  and  also  to  enable  him  to 
carry  them  back  to  their  own  country ; 
but  acknowledged  he  had  made  no  appli- 
catien  either  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  or 
to  tfie  Board  of  Trade.** 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  bringing  from 
America  any  of  the  Indians  who  are  under 
his  Majesty's  protection,  without  proper 
authority  for  so  doing,  may  tend  to  give 
great  dissatisfaction  to  the  Indian  nations, 
and  be  of  dangerous  consequence  to  his 
Majesty's  subjects  residing  in  the  colonies. 
2.  That  the  making  a  public  shew  of  In- 
dians, ignorant  of  such  proceedingSj  is  un* 
liecoming  and  inhumiUK 


Then  it  was  moved,  '*  That  the  said 
John  Schuppe  and  Hyam  Myers  be 
called  in  again,  and  ordered  not  to  shew 
the  said  Indians  from  this  tinie,  but  to  de- 
tain them,  taking  proper  care  of  their 
maintenance,  till  a  proper  person  should 
be  sent  by  the  commissioners  for  trade  and 
plantations  to  receive  them,  in  order  to 
their  being  returned  to  America."  Which 
being  agreed  to ;  they  were  called  in  again 
accordingly,  and  acquainted  therewitli  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  King*s  Speech  recommending  the 
Consideration  of  a  Regency  BillS\  April 
24.  His  Majesty  came  down  to  the  Housa 
of  Lords,  and  made  the  following  Speech 
to  both  Houses : 

**  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen  ; 

*•  The  tender  concern  which  I  feel  for 
my  faithful  subjects  makes  me  anxious  to 
provide  for  every  possible  event,  which 
may  affect  their  future  happiness  or  se- 
curity. 

^*  My  late  indisposition,  though  not  at- 
tended with  danger,  has  led  me  to  con- 
sider the  situation  in  which  my  kingdoms 
and  my  family  might  be  left,  if  it  should 
please  God  to  put  a  period  to  my  life, 
whilst  my  successor  is  of  tender  years. 

'^  The  high  importance  of  this  subject, 
to  the  public  safety,  good  order,  and 
tranquillity;  the  paternal  affection  which 
I  bear  to  my  children,  and  to  all  my  peo- 
ple ;  and  my  earnest  desire  that  every  pre- 
caution should  be  taken,  which  may  tend 
to  preserve  the  constitution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain undisturbed,  and  the  dignity  and 
lustre  of  its  crown  unimpaired ;  have  de- 
termined me  to  lay  this  weighty  business 
before  my  parliament :  and,  as  my  healthy 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  is  now  restored, 
I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  meeting 
you  here,  and  of  recommending  to  your 
most  serious  deliberation  the  making  such 
provision  as  would  be  necessary,  in  case 
any  of  my  children  should  succeed  to  the 
throne  before  they  shall  respectively  attain 
the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

'*  To  this  end,  I  propose  to  your  con- 
sideration, whether,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, it  wUl  not  be  expedient  to  vest 
in  me  the  power  of  appointing,  from  time 
to  time,  by  instrument  in  writing,  under 
my  sign  manual,  either  the  Queen,  or  an  j 
other  person  of  my  royal  family  usually 
residing  in  Great  Britain,  to  be  the  guar- 
dian of  the  person  of  such  successor,  and 
the  regent  01  these  kingdoms,  until  such 
successor  shall  attain  the  age  of  eighteen 
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yem ;  subject  to  the  like  restrictions  and 
reg!ab^ioii6  ts  are  specified  and  coatained 
10  so  act  passed  apon  a  similar  occasion, 
io  the  2wi  year  or  the  reign  of  the  late 
idog  my  rojal  grandfather:  the  regent 
so  appousted  to  be  assisted  by  a  council, 
composed  of  the  several  persons,  who,  by 
reason  of  their  dignities  and  offices,  are 
coosUtuted  members  of  the  council  esta- 
blished by  thst  act,  together  with  those 
whom  you  msy  think  proper  to  leave  to 
iny  nomiaatjon." 

Jmf  Address  of  both  Houses  thereonJ] 
As  soon  as  the  Commons  had  returned  to 
the  HoBie,  this  Speech  was  read  to  the 
Hoase  by  the   Speaker;  and  presently 
sfter  k  was  read,  they  received  a  message 
hom  the  Lords,  to  desire  that  they  would 
coQtioae  aitting  for  some  time,  which  they 
agreed  tado ;  and  in  the  mean  time  went 
opoo  some  other  business  then  depending 
before  the  House,  until  they  received  ano- 
ther message  from  their  lordships  to  ac- 
quaint them  that  the  Lords  had  agreed 
upop  an  Address  to  be  presented  to  his 
iuia^esty,  to  which  their  lordships  desired 
the  ooncurrence  of  that  House,  which, 
after  reading  the  Address,  was  agreed  to ; 
and  the  blank  therein  being  filled  up  with 
the  words  <  and  Commons,'  Mr:  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  was  ordered  to  carry 
the  said  Address  to  the  Lords,  and  ac- 
quaint them,  that  the  House  had  agreed 
to  the  same*    The  Address  was  as  foUows: 
**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 
'<  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
lojal  subjects,  the   Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  and  Commons,  in  parliament  as- 
sembled, presume  to  approacn  your  sacred 
person  with  our  warmest  acknowledgments 
of  the  peculiar  goodness  expressed  in  your 
most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 

**We  humbly  intreat  your  Maiesty's 
acceptance  of  our  heartiest  congratulations 
upon  your  recovery  from  your  late  indis- 
pou'tioo.     Your  Majesty's  return  to  your 
parliament  has  dissipated  all  those  anxious 
sanations  which  the  occasion  of  your  ab- 
sence had  excited:    and  as  the  re-esta- 
bhshment  of  your  invaluable  health  is  an 
object  to  your  faithful  people  of  the  sin- 
cerest  joy  and  exultation,  your  Majesty 
bag  shewn  a  most  affectionate  regard  to 
&tir  satisfaction,  in  condescending  to  take 
t^  earliest  opportunity  of  giving  them  so 
pleasing  a  proof  of  it. 

'<  This  great  mark  of  your  Majesty's 
attention  must  demand  our  most  sincere 
aad  dotifal  thanki :  but  wt  have  before  us 


a  still  more  engaging  instance  of  your 
watchful  solicitude  for  our  future  security 
and  happiness. 

"  The  constant  tenor  of  your  just  and 
constitutional  government,,  distinguished 
and  endeared  to  your  kingdoms  by  an  un#- 
wearied  application  to  the  advancement  of 
their  interest  and  prosperity,  had  already 
filled  our  minds  with  a  most  cordial' sens^ 
of  gratitude.  The  new  proof  which  your 
Majesty  is  now  pleased  to  give  us  of  your 
truly  paternal  tenderness,  by  extending 
Your  concern  for  the  stability,  diffnity,  and 
lustre,  of  your  crown,  with  all  the  happy 
effects  of  your  love  to  your  royal  children 
and  to  your  faithful  subjects,  beyond  the 
period  of  your  own  continuance  among 
them,  must  inspire  us  with  still  higher 
degrees,  if  possible,  of  reverence  and  af- 
fection. 

*'  Whilst  we  contemplate  with  admira* 
tion  that  magnanimity  which  enables  your 
Majesty  to  look  forward,  with  a  cool  com- 
posure of  thought,  to  an  event  which, 
whenever  it  shall  please  God  to  permit  it, 
must  overwhelm  ypur  loyal  subjects  with 
the  bitterest  distraction  of  grief ;  we  can- 
not but  be  deeply  affected  with  that  com- 
passionate sentiment  of  your  royal  heart, 
which  suggests  a  provision  for  their  comr 
fort  under  so  severe  an  affliction. 

*<  May  it  please  the  Divine  Providence 
to  exempt  us  from  the  fatal  necessity  of 
such  a  consolation !  Your  Majesty  haa 
shewn,  from  the  first  da^  of  your  auspi- 
cious reign,  so  conscientious  a  regard  to 
the  laws  and  liberties,  the  religious  and 
civil  rights,  of  your  kingdoms,  that  we 
should  be  insensible  and  unworthy  of  the 
happiness  we  ourselves  enjoy,  if  we  did 
not  ardently  wish  to  transmit  it  under  the 
same  gracious  care  and  protection  to  our 
children. 

**  Yet,  feeling,  aa  we  do,  the  infinite 
importance  of  every  measure  that  may 
tend  to  the  perpetuating  in  all  events  our 
happy  constitution ;  in  deference  to  your 
Majesty's  recommendation,  and  undei^  a 
full  conviction  of  that  consummate  pru- 
dence and  beneficent  intention  which  were 
the  motives  of  it,  we  will  not  fail  to  apply 
ourselves  to  the  immediate  discussion  of 
the  high  and  momentous  object. which 
your  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  propose 
to  our  consideration. 

<*  Our  deliberations  concerning  it  will 
be  animated  by  the  hopes  of  securing  to 
our  posterity,  under  the  blessing  ot  Al- 
mighty God,  and  in  concurrence  with 
your  Idajesty's  salutary  designs,  the  lAoa- 
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timable  blessmg  of  a  legal  ProteaUnt  Suc- 
cession to  the  crown  of  these  realms  in 
your  royal  family;  and  will  be  influenced 
by  a  just  confidence  in  your  princely  wis- 
dom, and  paternal  concern  for  your  peo- 
ple. 

**  We  shall  go  into  this  consultation 
with  a  sensible  anxiety,  arising  from  the 
subject  of  it:  but  we  humbly  assure  your 
Majesty,  that  we  will  conclude  it  with 
all  the  dispatch  compatible  with  its  sin- 
gular importance;  repeating  at  the 
same  time  our  earnest  supplications,  that, 
through  the  mercy  of  God  upon  this 
Protestant  church  and  nation,  a  precau- 
tion so  expedient  in  prospect  may  become 
useless  in  the  event,  by  your  Majesty's 
living  to  form,  under  your  own  instruction, 
a  successes  worthy  to  inherit  the  allegiance 
and  affections  of  a  free  people,  by  a  long 
and  mature  attention  to  the  example  of 
your  royal  virtues." 

The  Kinfs  Answer.'}  To  this  Address 
(is  Majesty  answered : 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

^  Youraffectionate  congratulations  upon 
my  recovery,  and  the  sense  which  you 
express  of  your  happiness  under  mygo- 
Yernment,  give  me  the  greatest  satisrac* 
tlon, 

"  Be  assured,  I  have  not  a  more  sincere 
eoncern,  or  a  more  earnest  desire,  than  to 
secure  to  myself  and  faithful  people,  both 
now  and  hereafter,  the  religious  and 
civil  blessings  of  our  invaluable  constitu- 
tion." 

Proceedings  on  the  Regency  BilL*'] 
As  theLoros  had,  in  pursuance  of  his  Ma- 

*  **  The  Ring  having,  in  bis  Speech  which 
iQtroduoed  thiii  business,  particularly  asked, 
Whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  vest  in 
bis  Majesty  the  power  of  appointing  th«  Queen, 
•r  any  other  person  of  the  royal  family,  usually 
miding  in  Great  BriUia,  to  be  regent  of  these 
J&iogdoms,  and  guardian  of  bis  successor,  until 
he  should  be  eighteen  ?  Tbe  Bill  was  brought 
in  gifing  snob  power;  but  a  doubt  arising 
ooncerniog  the  extent  of  the  explanation  of  the 
words,  «<  or  any  other  of  tbe  royal  family,"  it 
Was  affironed,  that  the  present  royal  nmily 
Were  oaly  descended  from  the  late  king.  The 
loyal  construction  of  those  words  was  asked; 
and  it  was  understood  from  aalbority,  and  tbe 
best  public  authority  of  the  lime,  that  that 
oooai ruction  and  the  previous  affirmation  were 
the  same.  Tbe  Bill  passed  the  Upper  House, 
declaring  the  royal  family  to  be  only  the  de- 
scendents  of  the  late  king ;  which  excladed  the 
frtiiaass  dowager,  who  wsa  of  another  family. 
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iesty's  Speech,  ordered  a  BiN  to  be  broi^ht 
m,  '<  to  provide  for  the  administnition  of 
government,  in  case  the  crown  should 
descend  to  any  of  the  children  oi  his  Ma- 
jesty, being  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  for  the  care  aiid  guardianship 
of  their  persons :"  nothing  was  done  in 
the  Commons,  after  the  report  of  bis  Ma* 
jesty's  said  Answer  to  the  joint  Address  of 
the  two  Houses,  until  the  6th  of  May,  when 
the  House  received  a  message  from  the 
Lords,  that  their  lordships  had  passed  a 
Bill,  entitled,  as  above  mentioned,  to  which 
they  desired  the  concurrence  of  that 
House;  and  the  Bill  having  been  carried 
up  to  the  table,  as  soon  as  the  messengers 
were  withdrawn,  it  was  read  a  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time 
the  next  morning;  but  before  that  order 
was  next  day  read,  a  motion  was  made, 
*'  That  an  humble  Address  be^resented 
to  his  Majesty,  humbly  to  acknowledge 
his  Majesty's  great  goodness,  in  proposing 
to  secure  the  future  quiet  and  peace  of 
these  kingdoms,  by  making  a  settled  pro- 
vision for  a  regency  and  for  the  guardian- 
ship of  his  children,  in  case  (which  God 
avert)  these  kingdoms  should  be  deprived 
of  the  blessing  ef  his  Majesty's  most  inva- 
luable life,  before  his  royal  successor  shall 
have  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  jears ; 
and  humbly  to  intreat  his  Majesty,  out  of 
his  tender  and  paternal  regard  for  his  peo- 
ple, that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
name  the  person,  or  persons,  whom,  in 
his  royal  wisdom,  he  shall  think  fit  to  pro- 
pose to  the  consideration  of  parliament, 
for  the  execution  of  those  high  trusts;  this 
House  apprehending  it  not  warranted  by 
precedent,  nor  agreeable  to  the  principles 
-  ■      ■  ■  •  - 

The  administration,  to  whom  the  BiH  was  nevei 
supposed  to  be  agreeable,  are  spoken  of  as  een- 
sideriogtbis  a  kind  of  victory  over  lord  Bute, 
whose  particular  views  were  thought  to  he  d«- 
stroved  by  this  exclotion,  which  was  aoemih 
plisbed  without  a  manifest  opposition  to  th4 
bill.  But  when  it  came  into  the  Commons,  i 
motion  was  made  and  supported  by  lord  Bute't 
friends,  to  insert  her  royal  bighness's  name  ] 
to  which  the  House  agreed.  And  with  thi^ 
amendment  it  went  back  to  tbe  Lords,  whei«  ii 
met  with  no  second  opposilion.  But  tbe  fei 
lowing  Speeeh  was  said  to  havo  been  inlendei 
to  be  spoken  upon  this  oocasion : 

A  fSpEECH  intended  to  have  been  spoken  trhei 
the  CommoBs  returried  the  Regency  BiH 
with  an  Amendmafet  respecting  tbe  Pri^ 
oess  Dowager. 

**  Mv  lords ;  1  hope  your  lordsbins  will  fltid  d« 
difleimy  iii  disagceeiBg  with  the  Boose  of  Coiq 
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rf  d«  fipps  coBflfeitutm^  to  vest  in  anj 
penon  or  penoos,  not  j^articuUrl  j  mmea 
sod  approved  i^  in  parliament,  the  impor- 
liBtamcet  of  regpnt  of  these  kingdorns, 
lod  guardian  of  the  rojal  oi&pring,  heirs 
to  tlw  crovm.''  It  passed  in  the  negative: 
and  then  iho  Bill  oeing  read  9  second 
time,  it  was  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House  for  the  9th ;  after  which 
a  modon  was  mad^  for  having  the  Bill 
printed,  whidi  wao  likewise  carried  in  the 
nega^ve,  bfll?  against  18. 

May  ft   As  soon  as  this  order  of  the 
day  was  nad,  hia  Majesty's  Speech  to  both 
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mssfMWfsrdtothiseatrssrdiasryAnigadMsnt. 
Ifiifl  itsatraavdioary,  niv  lords,  because  the 
fofljatioa,  wlud  yewr  lerasbips  eame  te  upon 
tliii  duiie  io  the  Bill,  was  Muoded  upon  so 
iatpifd,  sad  (as  your  lordships  eoasidercd  it) 
ao  aothcBtie  request  from  the  crown,  ddirered 
is  this  Baaatf  by  one  of  the  first  ministers  of 
his  Maioty ;  to  whieb  year  lordships  M  a»> 
m^iim^  glito  an  innediato  and  serious  at- 
teatioB,  aai  a  naost  naaoioaow  apprahalioo. 

"  f  taha  it  ler  graDted,  that  tbo  peraons  who 
oared  6r  this  alteratioa  la  the  other  Uoase, 
were  mea  of  ondoubled  lojiky,  and  Ihertfota 
I  viil  not  enquire  ioto  the  dale  or  compleaioo 
if  tbeir  leymltj.  But  1  caaaol  comprebeod, 
■y  Iwds^  wbat  uniaieiKgilrie  aad  onoslsasible 
iafliuaoe  could  tnro  tbe  hearts  of  that  great 
uB^mblj  as  the  heart  of  one  naao,  and  call 
upoo  tbesBi  to  reject  aa  artiele  of  tbe  BiU|  ao 
propariy  ibandcd  upon  a  declaratioa  of  bis 
Majcaty'o  inclioatioas,  aad  so  aaaniaioosly  aa« 
aniied  to  by  your  isrdabias.  Waa  it  becaaae 
tbey  veeie  bailer  aoquaiotcd  and  aiore  impressed 
with  tbe  virtnesof  tbe  royal  person,  who  is  tbe 
ibjeet  of  thia  iUaaidment  ?  Your  lordships,  I 
•appnse,  will  not  gire  way  to  tbe  House  of 
C<NBinoaa,  in  doiog  aH  the  jastiee  to  tbe'cba- 
iBcicr  of  thia  ffeat  princess ;  moot  oortsinly, 
Biy  lords,  the  King  himself  will  not  be  behind 
buid  «^  tbe  body  of  his  sabyoola,  in  shewing 
trcij  pwpT  mark  of  aifeetion  to  bis  royal 
aaoiber.  And  yet,  my  larda,  both  tbe  king 
and  year  leadabips  saw  very  wiae  reaaoos  for 
what  yoe  did ;  your  lordabipa  treated  tbe 
nailer,  ae  eieenmatanced,  with  a  ateadhiess 
wbicb  became  you ;  with  the  utmoat  delicacy^ 
and  without  any  improper  espkastioas  upon 
aanhaeasubpeei. 

**  i  think  there  was  no  undntiful  intimalion 
caotaioed  in  this  rnstbod  of  proooediag.  Bui 
llaetna  the  Hooae  of  Commoaa  were  deter* 
siiaed  to  uneever  the  veil.  If  they  did  it  to 
>bow  their  auperior  regard  to  bis  Majesty,  they 
sn  oaotradicied  by  the  only  public  eviilcBce  of 
l^iayal  laaKaationot  If  they  did  it  to  show 
tbor  ooBlcmpt  of  Boeli  of  hia  Mi^esigr'a  miais* 


Honaee  eC^jJ^djameDt,  on  the  Mth  of 
April,  wa#j»>l4«red  to  he  referred  to  tbo 
said  committee;  and  the  House  then 
having  resolved  itself  into  the  same ;  Mr. 
Morton  moved,  hy  way  of  amendment,  to 
insert  in  the  Bilf,  after  the  Queen,  «<  her 
royal  highness  Augusta  princess  dowager 
of  Wales/'  The  Report  of  the  committee 
was  ordered  to  be  made  next  morning. 
Upon  this  amendment  the  House  divided, 
107  were  for  it,  and  97  against  it«  With 
this  amendment  the  Bill  was  sent  to  the 
Lords,  who  agreed  to  it,  and  on  the  15th 
the  Bill  received  the  royal  assent.* 

terS  ss  sit  in  this  House,  they  acted  (at  least,  u 
1  tbiak)  not  a  very  wise  parr,  bocaUM  aot  a 
reconciling  part,  but  yet  each  a  one  as  the 
freedom  of  that  great  and  respectable  aaaemfaly 
has  ever  entitled,  and  I  hope  io  God  wilt  ever 
entitle  them  to.  But  in  tbe  midst  of  this 
straugeand  anaeeomitaUe  flucti^tioo  of  tbinop, 
what  will  the  wise  and  tbe  h»neat  part  of  the 
worM  without  doors  think  of  thb  uafortuaale 
eoaatry  ?  What  caa  they  think,  my  k>rds, 
bat  that  we  have  really  aad  trul  v  ao  ministero 
at  all;  and  that  every  thing  is  done  and  un» 
done  (oven  la  tbo  bighost  and  most  importaat 
eaneeras  of  this  biagdom)  by  tbe  bint  er  tbe 
whisper  of  some  idol  io  a  ooraerP  Ifsncba 
oac  tbore  be,  my  lords,  I  hope  he  will  be  found 
out  in  due  time,  and  be  treated,  I  will  not  say 
as  he  dceonr as,  but  oonoigoed  Io  aome  ieoffea* 
aivo  situation,  whore  be  may  be  at  liberty  to 
eeatemfdala  tbe  folly  and  vanity  of  bio  aipbi- 
tioB,  aa  it  ma)r  affect  his  own  peraon,  and  the 
danger  aad  wickedness  of  it,  as  it  may  aftct 
tbe  true  aad  lasting  intersst  of  bsi  royal  graai- 
OQsnMSter. 

**  In  the  mean  time,  my  lords,  I  think  we 
cannot  better  shew  our  duty  to  tbe  King,  sod 
our  regard  to  tbe  dignity  of  this  Hooae,  than 
by  diaagreetng  with  the  Coassaoas  in  tWa 
Ameadment"  History  ofthe  Minority,  p.  S 14. 

*  <*  Oa  the  day  when  the  King  in  parson 
gave  bia  aaseat  to  the  Regency  Bill,  a  aaob  of 
joomevmen  ailk-weavera  weal  to  8t.  James% 
with  black  flags,  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning 
for  relief,  under  pretence  that  they  were  re« 
duoed  to  a  atate  of  famine  by  tbe  encourage- 
ment of  Freneb  silks.  They  behaved  in  a 
most  tumultuous  manner.  Surrounding  both 
Huuaes  of  Parliameat,  and  iaauliini;  many  of 
the  members.  They  asain  aasembled  on  tbe 
two  following  days,  aad  proceeded  |o  commit 
other  outraf^  ;  but  were  at  leagtb  rcpresaied 
by  the  w>tu  camitatus  and  tbe  military  who 
were  called  in  to  aid  tbe  civil  power.  A  pre-' 
elamalioo  was  iaaued  for  the  suppressing  of 
riots,  and  some  of  tne  partiee  were  broagbt  to 
eondigB  poaishnaat*"    Adelyhas^ 
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Supplies  granted Jttr  tkSf^^aH765>']      The  following  are  the  Resolutions  passed 
by  the  Committee  of  Supp(jp'|(j^^the  service  of  the  Year  1765. 

January  22.  j£,       «.     d. 

That  16»000  men  be  employed  for  the  aea  service  for  1765,  iocludiog  4,287 

marioes. 
That  a  sum  not  exceeding  4/.  per  man  per  month,  b^  allowed  for  maintaiir- 

ing  them,  including  ordnance  for  aea  service  •  • - »...«..       882,000    0     0 

January  24. 

That  a  namber  of  land  forces,  including  2,628  invalids,  amounting  to  17,42 1 
effective  men,  commission  and  non-commission  officers  included,  ba 
employed  for  1765. 

That  for  defraying  the  charge  of  this  number  of  effbctive  men,  for  guards, 
garrisons,  and  other  hia  Majesty's  land  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Guernsey, 
and  Jersey,  for  1765,  there  be  granted  to  his  Majesty  a  sum  not  excee«ling       60B,1S0  10     7 

For  maintaining  hb  Majesty's  forces  and  garrisons  in  the  Plantations,  in- 
cluding those  in  garrison  at  Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  for  provisions  for 
the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland,  Gibraltar,  and 
the  ceded  islands  for  1765 ' 387,502    5     H| 

For  defraying  the  char(;e  of  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  British  and 
Irish  establishments  of  ^^e  regiments  of  foot,  serving  at  Gibraltar,  Mi* 
norca,  and  the  ceded  islands  for  1765 • 6,346    3     5 

For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  staff  officers,  in  Great  Britain,  for 

1765   11,2M    8     6 

To  enable  his  Majesty  to  defray  the  charge  of  the  subsidies  due  to  the  duke 
of  Brunswick,  pursuant  to  treaties,  for  1765 10,343  16     (^ 

Upon  account,  towards  defraying  the  ehaige  of  out-pensioneva  of  Chelsea 
hospitol,  for  1765 v        109,107  1«    4 

For  the  paying  of  pensions  to  the  widows  of  such  reduced  officers  of  the 
land-forces  and  marines,  as  died  upon  the  establishment  of  half  pay  in 
Great  Britain,  and  who  were  marri«i  to  them  before  the  25th  I>ec.  1716> 
for  1765 1,664    O     O 

Upon  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  the  land  forces  and  marine8,ifor  1765       135,606  12     <i 

For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  tlie  several  officers  and  private    • 
gentlemen  of  the  two  troops  of  horse  guards,  and  regiment  of  horse  re- 
duced, and  to  the  superannuated  gentlemen  of  the  four  troops  of  horse 
guards,for  1765 • 2,361  14    t 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  service,  for  1765 174,673  15  10 

For  defraying  the  expence  of  services  performed  by  the  office  of  ordnance 
for  land  service,  and  not  provided  for  in  1764 •••#•• ...r.*.*...*        55,519  lO     7 

1,502,547  14     8 
January  28.  ' 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay  to  sea  and  marhie  officerv, 

for  1766 407,734     11     3 

Upon  account,  to  be  applied  by  the  governors,  of  Greenwich  hospital,  for 
the  support  and  relief  of  seamen,  worn  out  and  become  decrepit  in  the  ser- 
vice of  their  ^ountry,  who  shall  not  be  provided  for  within  the  said  hospital  5,000    O     O 
Towards  the  buildings,  rebuildings,  and  repairs,  of  the  navy,  for  1765  •  •  •  •       200,000     O     O 

612,734  11      3 
February  5.  i 

For  defrayinsr  the  extraordinary  expences  of  his  Majesty *s  land  forces,  and 
other  services  incurred,  between  the  24th  Dec.  1763,  and  the  25th  of  Dec. 

1764,  and  not  provided  for • 404,496     7     6 

March  12.  ■ 

Towards  discharging  bills  payable  in  course  of  the  n^vy  and  victualling 

offices,  and  for  transports •  •     1,500,000    O     O 

March  18i  ' 

For  paying  off*,  and  discharghig  the  excheqaer  bills  made  out  by  an  act  of 
the  preceding  session,  and  charged  upon  the  first  aids  to  be  granted  in  this 

session    • 800,000    O     • 

To  be  applied  tp wards  finishing  and  completing  the  works  for  improving, 
widening,  and  enhiiging,  the  passage  over  and  through' London  bridge*  •  7,000    O     o 

807,000    O      0 
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Mar^  19. 
UpQo  Meaan^  for  ^^fnyit^f  tbe  cbar^e  of  the  pay  and  clothing  of  tha 

nulitia,  for  Hoc  jear,  betriooin(|f  the  25th  of  March  1765 80,000    0    • 

Tsreiilaee  to  thesinkiDi^  fund  the  like  sum  paid  out  of  the  tame,  to  make 
^01^  tbe  deficiency  on  the  5th  of  July  1764,  of  tbe  several  rates  and  du- 
ties upon  offices  and  pensions,  and  upon  houses,  and  upon  windows  or 
lil^hts,  which  were  made  a  fund,  by  an  act  of  ttie  Slst  of  bis  late  Majesty, 
ftjr  pa>i8^  aonutties  at  the  Bank,  in  respect  of  5,000,000/.  borrowed  to- 
wards tbesapply  of  1758 48,176     1  1  Jj 

Ta  replace  u»  ditto,  the  like  sum  paid  out  of  the  same,  to  make  good  tbe 
deficieiicy,  on  tbe  10th  of  October  1764,  of  tbe  aeveral  addittooal  duties 
npOQ  wines  inported,  and  certain  duties  upon  cyder  and  perry,  which  were 
made  a  fund,  hy  an  act  of  the  third  of  biti  Majesty,  for  paying  annuities  in 

respect  of  5^,000/.  borrowed  towards  the  supply  of  176S 49,741    1     f  | 

To  fcplaee  la  ditto,  tbe  hke  sum  issued  thereout,  for  paying  annuities 
after  t&e  rtfe  of  4/.  percent,  for  the  year  ending  the  S9th  of  September 
1754,  fnaied  in  respect  of  certain  navy,  victnaliing^  and  transport  bills, 
aad  0rdoaoce  debentures.  deHvered  in  and  cancelled,  pursuant  to  act  of 
da  third  aihia  present  Majesty • ,....•••• 139,349    3    4 
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317,260    5    6 
March  86.  ■ 

To  make  f^wtd  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  1764    S49,660    4  10 

Oa  account,  towards  assisting  his  Majesty  to  grant  a  reasonable  auocour  in 
nwoey,  to  tbe  landgrave  of  Hesse  Cossel,  pursuant  to  treaty 50,000    6    0 

UiK»D  sccount,  for  maintaining  and  supporting  the  civil  establishment  of 
NovmScotia,  for  1765 r 4,911  14  11 

VpQQ  accoflBt  of  sundry  expences  for  the  service  of  Nova  Scotia  in  the  years 

ITjO,  1751, 1752,  4762, 1763,  and  not  provided  for  •  • 7,000    0    0 

Vpoo  aoeoantf  for  defraying  the  charj^res  of  the'  civil  establishment  of 
Geofgia,  and  other  incidental  expences  attending  the  same,  from  24th 
June  1764,  to  24th  June  1765  3,966    0    Q 

Vpi*n  accoaot,  for  defraying  tbe  chargea  of  the  civil  establishment  of  East 
Florida,  and  other  incidental  expences  attending  the  same,  from  24  June 
1764.  to  24  June  1765 5,200    0    0 

Up^o  account,  for  defraying  the  chargea  of  the  civil  establishment-of  Wfist 
Florida,  and  other  incidental  expences  attending  the  same,  from  24  June 
1764,to  24June1765 5,200    0     0 

Upon  aecmint,  for  defraying  tbe  expence  attending  general  surveys  of  bia 

^iajesty's  dofninioos  in  North  America,  for  1765 1,601   14    0 

Towards  boilding  a  Lazaret • • 5,000    0    O 

332,539  13     9 
March  28.  _i — ■ 

That  one  (burtb  part  of  tbe  capital  stock  of  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4/.  per 
cent  per  aon.  granted  in  respect  of  certain  navy,  victualling,  and  trans- 
port IhSIs,  and  ordnance  debentures,  delivered  in  and  cancelled,  pursuant 
tu  m  act  of  tbe  third  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign,  be  refleemed  and  paid 
off  00  tbe  25th  of  December  next,  after  discharging  the  interest  then  pay- 
able ID  respect  of  tbe  same. 
For  enaMng  hb  Majesty  to  redeem  and  pay  off  one  fourth  part  of  the  oapttal 

atoek  ef  the  said  annaities 870,888    5    Sf 

April  2.  '    ■ 

UpoQ  accoQDt,  towards  discharging  auch  unsatisfied  claims  and  demands, 
for  expences  incurred  during  the  late  war  in  Germany,  as  appear  to  be 
doe  by  the  reports  of  the  commissioners,  appointed  by  his  Majesty,  for 

examiging  and  stating  such  claims  and  demands 248,259  15    4 

UpoQ  account,  out  of  tbe  monies  remaining  to  be  applied  of  the  exceedings 
«f  the  several  sums  provided  by  parliament  for  sundry  services,  aud  of 
tile  monies  that  have  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  paymaster  general, 
byeoatraetora  and  otlters,  to  the  23d  of  March  1765,  towards  discharging 

<Qeh  unsatisfied  c^laims  aud  demands . . . .  r 251|740    0    % 

Fvr  paying  a  bounty  fur  1765,  of  2».  6d.  per  day,  to  fifteen  chaplains,  and 
of  2s.  per  day,  to  fifteen  more  chaplains,  who  have  served  longest  on 
bfjard  bis  Majesty's  sh*»f)8  ot*  war ;  prof  ided  it  appears  by  the  books  of  the 
•sid  ships,  that  they  have  been  actually  borne  and  mustered  thereon,  for 
tbe  space  of  four  years,  dtinng  the  late  war  with  France  and  Spain  i  and 
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provided  likewise,  that  such  chaplains  do  no|  eojoy  the  b«»nefit  of  some 
ecclesiastical  living  or  prefermeot  from  the  crowo,  or  otbprwise,  of  the 

present  annual  value  of  50/, •  •  •  • 

Upon  account,  towards  enabling  the  governors  and  guardians  of  the  Puuud- 
ling  hospital,  to  maintain,  and  educate,  or  to  place  out  as  apprentices, 
such  children,  as  were  received  into  the  said  hospital,  on,  or  before  the 
35th  of  March  1760,  from  the  31st of  December  1764,  exclusive,  to  the 
51  St  of  December  1765,  inclusive,  and  that  the  same  be  issued  and 
applied,  for  the  use  of  the  said  hospital,  without  fee  or  reward,  or  any 
deduction  whatsoever '••• 


Ap&n.  20. 

To  be  employed  in  maintaining  and  snpporting  the  British  forts  and  settle- 
ments upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  putting  the  said  forts  into  better  repair 

For  building  a  block -bouse  at  or  near  Cape  Appollonia,  on  the  coast  of  Africa 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  three  independent  companies  of  foot,  to  be  raised 
for  his  Majesty's  service,  on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  and  for  provisions  for  the 
tame ;  from  the  25th  of  December  1764,  to  the  24tb  of  December  1765, 
both  days  inclusive ;  being  365  days 

ITpon  account,  for  defraying  the  charges  of  a  civil  establishment,  upon  that 
part  of  the  coast  of  Africa,  situate  between  the  port  of  Sallee,  in  Sooth  Bar- 
bary,  and  Cape  Rouge  for  1765 

May  7. 

To  make  good  to  his  Majesty  the  like  sum  which  has  been  issued  by  bis  Ma- 
jesty's orders  in  pursuance  of  the  addr^es  of  this  House 

Toenalde  bis  Majesty  to  give  a  proper  compensation  to  the  government  of 
the  island  of  Barbadoes,  for  the  assistance  given  by  them  to  his  Majesty's 
^^rccs^  under  major  general  Monckton^  iathe  expedition  against  Martinko 
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1,131  17     6 


38,000    0     0 


539,231  13     5 


13,000    0     0 
7,000    0     0 


6,491  17     4| 


5,500    O     0 
31,091  17     4\ 


2,400    O     0 


10,000     O     0 


Total  of  the  Supplies  granted  this  session 


13,400     0     0 

•  

'^.7,763,090  13     0 


Ways  ak»  MEANS^r  the  Year  1765.3 
The  following  are  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Cemmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  agreed  to 
during  this  Session : 

Jan.  2^.  1765.  That  the  annual  malt 
duty  be  continued  from  the  23d  of  June, 
1755,  to  the  24th  of  June,  17601. 750,000/. 

Jan.  29.  That  the  land  tax  of  4^.  in  the 
pound  be  continued  for  one  year  from  the 
25th  of  March,  1765.  2,037,854/.  19*.  1 W. 

Feb.  1.  No  less  than  55  Resolutions  of 
the  Committee  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  for  laying  neoriy  the  sane  stamp 
duties  upon  the  British  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica, as  are  payable  in  England;  but 
as  they  were  afterwards  formed  into  a 
Bill«  and  the  Bill  passed  into  a  law,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  insert  them  here ;  there- 
fore we  shall  only  observe,  that  by  the 
last  it  was  resolved,  thai  all  the  said 
duties  be  paid  inta  the  receipt  of  his  M»> 
lesty's  exchequer ;  and  there  reserred,  to 
be/  from  time  to  time,  disposed  of  by  par- 
liament, towards  further  defraying  the  ne- 
cessary expences  of  defending,  protecting, 
and  securing  the  said  coloxues  and  planta- 
tions. 


Feb.  16.  1.  That  for  the  better  sup- 
ply of  our  expprt  trade  to  Africa,  with 
>  sneh  coarse  printed  calicoes  and  other 
goodS)  being  the  prodoct  or  maaafiictare 
of  the  East  Indies,  or  of  other  places  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  are  pro- 
nibited  to  be  worn  in  Great  Britain,  the 
East  India  Company  be  permitted  to  im- 
port the  same  from  any  part  of  £urope 
not  within  his  Majestv\dominions,  under 
proper  limitations  and  restrictiens, 

2.  That  upon  failure  of  the  swd  Com- 
pany's fceepiBg  the  said  expert  traiie  sup- 
plied,  with  a  suflicieiit  <)uantity  of  such 
calicoes  and  other  goods,  other  persons  be 

Permitted  to  import  the  same  into   this 
ingdom,  from  any  such  part  of  Europe, 
under  proper  limitations  and  restrictions. 

3.  That  the  said  calicoes  and  other 
goods,  which  sboil  be  so  tapcNrled,  be  lia- 
ble to  pay  the  same  duties  as  if  the  aanae 
were  imported  by  the  said  Company  from 
tbe  East  Indies,  or  any  other  place  be- 
yond the  Cape  ot  Good  Hope,  aad  no 
other. 

4.  That  the  bounty  allowed  by  law,  to 
be  paid  on  the  exportation  of  corn,  grmia^ 
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Bttlt,  meal,  and  flour,  firom  Great  Bri- 
tSD  Co  the  Isle  of  Man,  be  discontinued. 

5.  Iliat  a  stamp  duty  of  lOs.  be  charged 
opoB  ererj  piece  of  T^um  or  parchment, 
or  sheet  or  piece  of  paper,  on  which  every 
iceoce  Ibr  makiiig  and  selling  measures  of 
capacity  shall  be  engrossed,  written,  or 
prbted. 

6.  That  astampdutyoflOf.be  charged 
upon  every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment, 
or  sheet  or  piece  of  paper,  on  which  every 
licence  for  mtking  ana  selling  of  weights, 
diaU  be  engrossed,  written,  pr  printed. 

Mard  11,    That  the  annuities  granted 
by  two  sets  of  parliament,  the  one  passed 
in  t&e  S3d  year  of  the  reign .  of  his  late 
mtjotf,  and  the  other  passed  in  the  se- 
codIe^  year  of  the  reign  ot  his  present  M a- 
je^,  in  respect  of  certain  capital  stocks 
iherdij  established,  amounting  together 
to  the  sum  of  20,240,000/.  at  &e  rate  of 
i^  per  cent.,  per  ann.,  for  certain  terms 
of  yesia,  and  then  to  be  reduced  to  3/.  per 
cent,  per  ann.,  which  annuities  were  by 
the  tad  acts    made  payable  half  yearly 
00  tJ!ie5th  of  July  and  on  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuaiy  in   every  year,  and  were,  by  the 
hst  mentioned  act,  consolidated  and  made 
one  joint  stock,  shall,  from  and  after  the 
5th  day  of  July  next  ensuing,  with  the 
consent   of  the  proprietors  thereof,   be 
psyaUe  in  the  manner  following,  that  is 
to  say;  that  one  quarterly  payment  of  the 
said  annuities  shall  be  payable  on  the  10th 
of  October  next ;  and  that  the  said  annui- 
ties, lirom  and  after  the  sud  10th  of  Octo- 
ber, shall  be  payable  half  yearly,  on  the 
5th  of  AprQ  and  the  10th  of  October  in 
every  year ;  and  that  such  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  said  annuities  who  shall  not 
signify  their  dissent  on  or  before  the  1st 
of  June  next,  in  books  to  be  opened  at 
the  bank  of  England  for  that  purpose, 
shaU  be  deemed  and  taken  to  consent 
theietou 

March  14.    1.  That  all  persons  inte- 
rested in,  or  entitled  unto,  any  bills,  or 
bill,  payable  in  the  course  of  the -navy  or 
victuailinz  offices,  or  for  transports,  which 
were  maoe  out  on  or  before  tlie  SOth  of 
Jane  1764,  who  shall,  on  or  before  the 
^h  of  this  instant  March,  carry  the  same 
(after  having  the  interest  computed  there- 
upon to  the  6th  of  April  next,  and  marked 
npoo  the  said  bills  at  the  naky  or  victual- 
ing office  respectively)  to  the  (^ce  of 
the  treasurer  of  his  Majesty's  navy,  dhall 
have  in  exchange  for  the  same,  from  such 
treasurer  er  his  pay-master  or  cashier,  a 
certificate,  to  the  governor  and  company 
[VOL.  :XV1.] 


of  the  bank  of  England,  for  every  entire 
sum  of  one  or  more  hundred  pounds,  of 
which  sudi  bill  or  bills,  togetlier  with  the 
interest  so  marked,  shall  consist,  until  the 
several  entire  sums  of  one  or  more  hundred 
pounds,  for  which  such  certificates  are  to 
be  made  forth,  shall  amount  together  to 
1,500,000^.,  and  also  one  other  certificate 
for  the  fractional  part  of  100^,  bemg  the 
remainder  of  such  bill  or  bills:  and  the 

Sersons  who  shall  be  possessed  of  such 
rst-mentioned  certificates,  of  the  iotire 
sum  of  one  or  more  hundred  pounds, 
shall,  upon  delivery  thereof  to  the  said 
governor  and  company,  be  entitled  with 
respect  of  the  same,  to  the  annuities  here- 
after mentioned :  that  is  to  say ;  for  two 
fifth  parts  of  the  sums  therein  niientioned, 
to  an  annuity,  after  the  rate  of  S/.  per  cent* 
redeemable  by  parliament,  and  transferra- 
ble  and  paid  at  the  bank  of  England :  £ot 
two  other  fifth  parts  thereof,  to  a  propor- 
tional number  of  tickets  of  the  value  of 
10^,  in  a  lottery,  to  consist  of  60,000 
tickets,  every  blank  to  be  of  the  value  of 
6/.,  the  blanks  and  prizes  to  be  attended 
with  the  like  three  per  cent,  annuities ; 
and,  for  the  remaining  one  fifth  part,  to  a 
like  annuity,  after  the  rate  of  3/.  per  cent, 
witli  liberty  to  convert  the  same  into  an 
annuity  for  life,  after  the  same  rate,  with 
benefit  of  survivorship,  in  manner  follow- 
ing :  that  is  to  say ;  that  every  person  who 
shall  become  possessed,  in  rignt  of  100/. 
capital  stock,  of  an  annuity  of  3/.  in  such 
last  mentioned  annuities,  and  shall  pro- 
duoe,  on  or  before  the  5th  of  April 
1766,  a  certificate  thereof,  attested  by  the 
cashier  pf  the  bank  of  England,  to  the  au- 
ditor of  the  receipt  of  his  Majesty's  ex- 
chequer, shall,  in  lieu  thereof,  be  intitled, 
from  the  said  5th  of  April,  1766,  during 
the  life  of  the  nominee  whom  he  shall  ap- 
point)  to  a  life  annuity  of  three  pounds 
payable  at  the  Exchequer,  out  of  the 
sinking  fund ;  and  the  several  nominees, 
to  be  appointed  in  respect  to  such  life  an- 
nuities, to  be  divided  into  classes,  the 
whole  annuity  belonging  to  each  cUtss  not  ' 
to  be  less  than  1,500/.  if  life  annuities  to 
that  amount  shall  be  so  subscribed ;  and, 
upon  the  death  of  every  nominee,  the  an- 
nuity, so  fallen  in,  to  be  distributed  among 
the  survivors  of  the  same  cla^s :  and  the 
annuities,  in  respect  of  the  said  first  two 
fifth  parts,  shall  be  immediately  added  to, 
and  made  a  part  of,  the  joint  stock  of  an- 
nuities reduced  from  4  to<d  per  cent,  and 
consolidated,  pursuant  to  certain  acts  of 
parliament,  made  in  the  25th  and  26t]i 
[F] 
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years  of  his  late  majesty ;   aiid  the  annui- 
ties attending  the  saidf  lottery,   together 
with  such  of  the  annuities  in  res^&ct  of  the 
said    one  fifth  part  as  shall  not  be  ex- 
changed for  annuities  on  lives,  with  the 
benefit  of  sunrivorship,  in  manner  above 
mentioned,  shall  also  be  added  to,  and 
made  a  part  of  such  joint  stock,  from  the 
5th  of  April  1766;  and  all  the  said  annui- 
ties, transferable  and  paid  at  the  bank, 
shall  commence,  from  the  said  5th  of  April 
1765,  and  be  payable  half  yearlv,  on  the 
10th  of  October,  and  the  5th  of  April  in 
every  year,  out  of  the  sinking  fund  :  but, 
in  case  the  several  intire  sums  of  one  or 
more  hundred  pounds,  for  which  certifi- 
cates are  to  be  granted  by  the  treasurer  of 
his  Majesty's  navy,  or  his  paymaster,  or 
cashier,  in  respect  of  such  bills  so  to  be 
delivered  in,  on  or  before  the  26th  of  this 
instant  March,  and  of  the  interest  marked 
thereon,    shall    not  then  amount  in  the 
whole  to  the  sum  of   1,500,000^.  all  per- 
sons   possessed  of   the  above-mentioned 
certificates    for    the    fractional    parts  of 
lOCM.  or  of  navy,   victualling,  or  transport 
bills,  which  were  made  out  on  or  before 
the  30th  of  June,    1764,    and  do    not 
amount,  together  with  the  interest  there- 
upon computed  to  the  6th  of  April  next, 
to  100/.  may,  on  or  before  the  5th  of  April 
next,  after  having  had  the  interest  upon 
such  bills  marked  in  such  manner  as  is  be- 
fore mentioned,  bring  the' same  to   the 
office    of  the  treasurer  of  his  Majesty's 
navy,  and  shall  have,  in  exchange  for  the 
came,  from  such  treasurer,  or  his  pay- 
master or  cashier,  a  certificate  to  the  said 
fovemor  and  company  of  the  bank    of 
England,  for  the  sums  contained  in  such 
certificates,  and  foir  the  amount  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  which  such  bills 
shall  consist ;    and,  upon  delivery  thereof, 
and  payment  of  so  much  money  to  the, 
■aid  governor  and  company  as  shall,  with 
the  sum  so  certified,  amount  to  100/.8hallbe 
entitled  to  the  annuities  and  advantages 
before  mentioned :    and  if  any  such  certi- 
ficates for  fractional  parts  shall  not  be  de- 
livered in,  and  subscribed  as  aforesaid,  on 
or  before  the  said  5th  of  April  next,  they 
shall  be  paid  according  to  the  course  of 
the  navy,  ia  such  order  as  the  bills  in  part 
of  which  they  were  granted  were  payable ; 
and  such. of  them,  as  were  granted  in  part 
of  bills  bearing  interest,  shall,  from  the 
aaid  5th  of  April  next,  carry  the  like  inte- 
rest to  which  such  bills  were  intitled. 

2.  That'  ^here  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
Jestyi  an  additioaal  duty  of  four  shillings. 


for  every  chaldron  of  coals,  Newoastle 
measure,  which  shall  be  shipped  forexpor* 
tation  to  any  part  beyond  the  seas,  ex- 
cept to  Irelana,  the  Isle  of  Mao,  or  die 
British  dominions  in  America ;  and  at  the 
same  rate  for  any  greater  or  lesser  quantity^. 
S.  That  there  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, upon  all  wrought  silk,  Bengals,  and 
stu&,  mixed  with  silk  or  herba,  of  the 
manufacture  of  Persia,  China,  or  £ast  In- 
dia,  and  upon  all  callicoes,  printed,  dyed, 
painted  or  stained  there,  which  ahafl  be 
exported  from  this  kingdom,  except  te 
Airica  or  the  British  dominions  in  Ame- 
rica, a  subsidy  of  poundage,  after  the  rate 
of  12  pence  for  every  20  shillings  of  the 
value  of  such  goods,  according  to  the 
gross  price  at  which  they  were  sold  at  the 
public  sales  thereof. 

4.  That  upon  the  exportation  frooa  this 
kingdom  of  any  sort  or  white  callicoes  or 
muslins,  except  to  Africa  or  the  BritiA 
dominions  in  America,  there  be  retained, 
besides  the  one  half  of  the  rate  or  -duty 
commonly  called  the  old  subsidy,  which 
now  remains,  and  is  not  drawn  back  for 
the  same,  the  further  sum  of  two  pounds 
for  every  hundred  pounds  of  the  true  and 
real  value  of  such  goods,  according  to  the 
gross  price  at  which  they  were  sold  at  the 
sale  01  the  united  company  of  merchants 
trading  to  the  East  Indies ;  but  that  such 
callicoes,  which  shall  first  have  been 
printed,  stained,  painted,  or  dyed,  in  Great 
Britain,  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  said 
duty  of  two  pounds,  to  be  retained  as 
aforesaid. 

5.  That  there  be  granted  to  his  Ma% 
jesty,  a  stamp  duty  of  two  pence,  for  every 
skin  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or 
sheet  or  niece  of  paper,  on  which  shall  be 
ingrossea,  written,  or  printed,  any  policy 
of  assurance,  which  shall  be  made  or  en- 
tered into,  within  the  cities  of  London  or 
Westminster,  or  elsewhere  within  the  li- 
mits of  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality,  over 
and  above  all  other  duties. 

6.  That  there  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, a  stjunp  duty  of  2s»  6tL  for  every 
skin,  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or 
sheet  or  piece  of  paper,  on  which  shall  Im 
ingrossea,  written,  or  printed,  any  policy 
of  assurance,  which  shall  be  made  or  en- 
tered into  Great  Britain^  over  and  above 
all  other  duti^. 

7.  That  the  said  duties  be  carried  to^ 
and  made  part  of,  the  sinking  fund,  to- 
wards making  good  the  payment  of  the 
said  annuities. 

8.  That  a  stamp  duty  of  6(/.  imposed 
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b^  n  act  made  ia  the  l£di  year  of  the 
mgfi  of  queen  Anne,   and  the  additional 
ituBp  duty  of  Is*   imposed   by  an  act 
Bade  ffl  the  SQth  year  A  the  reign  of  his 
ke  majesty  king  George  the  zd,  upon 
fdlam,  parrament,  and  paper,  containing 
taj  indenture,  lease,  bond,  or  other  deed, 
be  dedared  to  extend  to  every  skin  or 
peoe  of  vetlmn  or  parchment,  or  sheet  or 
piece  of  i^aper,  on  which  diall  be   in- 
gros^,  wrmea,  or  printed,  in  Great  Bri- 
tun,  any  poii^  of  assurance  or  charter- 
March  25.  That  authority*  be  given  to 
pennit  tfte  importation  into  this  kingdom 
firoo  the  hie  of  Man,  under  proper  limi* 
ttiioBS  and  restrictions, '  of  any  coarse 
priated  callicoea  and  oUier  goods  of  the 
product  or  manufacture  of  the  East  Indies, 
or  other  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  vhich  are  prohibited  to  be  worn 
snd  med  in  this  kingdom,  and  which  were 
brought  into  the  said  isle  before  the  1st  of 
Mxrd),  1765,  upon  payment  of  one  half 
sf  the  old  subaioy  only  for  such  goods. 

March  28.  1.  That  the  monies  re- 
naioiog  in  the  Exchequer  on  the  10th  ^f 
October,  1764,  for  the  disposition  of  par- 
iiafflent,  which  had  then  arisen  of  sur- 
plosMs,  excesses  or  overplus  monies,  and 
other  revenues  of  'Uie  lund,  commcmly 
caDed  the  sinking  fund,  be  issued  and 
applied,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
1S5>21S/.  5s.  a/.f 

2L  That  out  of  such  monies  as  shall  or 
may  arise  of  the  surplusses,  excesses,  or 
overplus  monies  and  other  revenues  com- 
posmg  the  said  fund,  there  be  issued  and 
^iied  tlie  sum  of  2,100,000^ 

April  4.    1.  That,  in  case  the  monies, 

&r  which  certificates  havcf  been  or  shall  be 

granted,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 

this  House,  of  the  14th  day  of  March  last, 

by  die  treasurer  of  his  Majesty's  navy,  or 

hig  pay-master  or  cashier,  to  the  governor 

and  company  of  the  bank  of  Eneland,  for 

aod  in  respect  of  navy  victuaUing,  and 

transport  fouls,  made  out  on  or  before  the 

30th  dnr  of  June  1764,  and  for  and  in  re* 

^»ect  or  audi  fractional  parts  of  the  said 

biDs,  as  remaioed  above  the  entire  sums 

of  one  or  more  hundred  pounds,  together 

with  the  same  paid  and  payable  at  the 

bank  of  Eoglanp,  with  the  cerUficates  for 

aadi  fractional  parts,  and  for  such  of  the 

and  inlla,  as,  together  with  the  interest 

cooRHited  thereupon,  do  not  amount  to 

IOQC    sbaH    not,    on  the  5th    day  of 

thii  bstant  April,  make  up  the  full  sum  of 

IfSfX^fiUM.  the  mcmies  which  shall  be  so 


wanting  to  complete  the  sai^  sum  of 
1,500,G00^.  to  be  raised  by  contributions, 
to  be  received  at  the  bank  of  England,  in 
entire  sums  of  one  or  more  hundred 
pounds,  to  be  paid  to  the  cashier  or 
cashiers  of  the  said  governor  and  com- 
pany, on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  this 
mstant  AprU,  and  that  the  contributors 
be  intitled  for  the  monies  so  by  them  re- 
spectively advanced,  to  siich  annuities, 
Mneflts,  and  advantages,  as  are  mentioned 
in  the  ^d  resolution,  to  be  allowed  to  the 
proprietors  of  certificates,  granted  in  ex- 
change for  such  navy,  victualling,  and 
transport  bills,  as  shall  have  been  deli- 
verea  on  or  before  the  respective  days 
therein  limited. 

2.  That  the  money  remaining  in  the 
exchequer,  which  was  granted  in  the 
last  session,  upon  account,  for  defirav- 
ing  the  charge  of  the  pay  and  cloth- 
ing of  the  militia  for  one  year,  beginning 
the  25th  of  March,  1764,  be  issued  and 
applied  towards  raising  the  supplies  grant- 
ed this  session,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
80,000/. 

April  20. 1 .  That  there  be  raised  by  loans 
or  exchequer  bilb,  to  be  charged  upon 
the  first  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next 
session:  and  such  exchequer  bills,  if  not 
discharged  with  interest  thereupon,  on  or 
before  the  5th  day  of  April,  1766,  to  be 
exchanged  and  received  in  payment,  in 
such  manner  as  exchequer  bilk  have  usual- 
ly been  exchanged  and  received  in  pay- 
ment, 800,000/. 

2.  That,  of  the  monies  arisen  or  to 
arise,  out  of  such  of  the  duties  granted  or 
continued,  by  an  act  of  last  sessions  as 
were  thereby  reserved  to  be  disposed  of 
by  parliament,  towards  defraying  the  ne- 
cessary expence  of  defending,  protecting, 
and  securing  the  British  colonies  and  plan- 
tations in  America,  there  be  appliea  to- 
wards making  good  the  supply  granted  for 
maintaining  his  Majesty's  forces  and  ^rri« 
sons  in  the  plantations ;  and  for  provisions 
for  the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova 
Scotia,  Newfoundland,  and  the  ceded  is* 
lands  for  1765,  60,000/. 

3.  That  a  duty  of  6d,  be  laid  upon  every 
hundred  weight  of  gum  senega,  or  gum 
arable,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  over 
and  above  all  duties  now  payable  there* 
upon. 

4.  That  a  dut^  of  SOs*  be  laid  upon 
every  hundred  weight  of  gum  senega,  or 
gum  arable,  exported  out  of  this  kingdom, 
over  and  above  all  duties  new  payable 
thereupon. 
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'  April  25.  That  the  monies  which  have 
been,  or  shall  be  paid  at  the  Bank,  in 
pursoance  of  the  resolutions  of  this  House, 
of  the  14th  of  March  last  and  4th  instant, 
be  applied  towards  discharging  bills  paya- 
ble in  the  course  of  the  navy  or  victualling 
pffices,  or  for  transports,  which  were  made 
out,  on  or  before  the  SOth  of  June,  1764. 
April  SO.  K  That  the  bounties  and 
drawbacks  now  paid  upon  the  exportation 
from  this  kingdom,  of  refined  sugars,  and 
ground  sugar,  be  discontinued. 

2«  That,  upon  the  exportation  from  this 
kingdom,  of  refined  sugar  in  the  loaf, 
complete  and  whole,  being  nett,  that  is  to 
saj,  of  one  uniform  whiteness  throughout, 
and  which  has  gone  through  the  operation 
of  three  clays  at  the  least,  and  been  properly 
and 'thoroughly  dried  in  the  stove,  accord- 
iog  to  the  present  practice  of  refining,  a 
bounty  be  aliowea  after  th\s  rate  of 
14;.  6(L  for  every  hundred  weight  thereof. 

^  3.  That  upon  the  exportation  from  this 
kingdom  of  refined  suear  called  bastard, 
and  of  ground  and  powdered  refined  sugar, 
and  of  refined  lou  sugar  broke^  in  pieces 
(the  said  sugar  having  been  twice  clayed, 
and  properly  ^ried  in  the  stove)  a  bounty 
or  drawback  be  allowed,  after  the  rate  of 
6s»4}dL  for  every  hundred  weight  thereof. 

^  4.  That  liberty  be  granted  for  a  limited 
time,  to  carry  rice  from  the  province  of 
North  Carolina,  directly  to  any  other  part 
of  America,  southward*  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  subject  to  such  duty  as  is 
now  pay^le  upon  rice,  carried  from 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  any  part 
of  America,  to  the  southward  thereof. 

5.  That  the  duties,  which  shall  arise  in 
respect  of  rice,  so  carried  from  North  Ca- 
rphna,  and  the  duties  which  shall  arise  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  made  in  the  last  session 
of  parliament,  intituled,  *  An  Act  for 
granting,  for  a  limited  time,  a  liberty  to 
carry  rice  from,'  &c  be  paid  into  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  Majesty's  exchequer,  and 
there  reserved  to  be  from  time  to  time, 
disposed  of  by  parliament,  towards  further 
4)efraying  the  necessary  expences  of  de- 
fending, protecting,  and  securing  the  Bri- 
tish dommions  in  America. 

6.  That  bounties  be  granted  upon  the 
importation  of  deals,  planks,  boards,  and 
timber,  into  this  kingdom,  from  the  Bri- 
tish dominions  in  North  America,  for  the 
term  of  nine  years,  in  manner  following; 
that  is  to  say,  during  the  first  three  yean, 
for  every  hundred,  containing  six  score  of 
tfound  merchantable  deals,  planks,  aiid 
boardsy  not  less  than  tea  feet  long,  ten 
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inches  broad,  and  one  indi  and  oiis 
quarter  of  an  inch  thick,  20«. ;  and  so  iii 
proportion  for  any  greater  length,  and  f^r 
any  greater  thickness,  not  exceeding  four 
inches^  and  for  every  load  containing  fociy 
cubic  feet,  of  sound  merchantable  squired 
timber  of  all  kinds  ( the  timber  not  to  be 
less  than  ten  inches  square)  12^.;  abd 
during  the  n^xt  three  years,  for  evorj 
hundred  of  such  deals»  planks,  and  bowji, 
15«. ;  and  for  every  loaa  of  such  timber^ 
S$, ;  and  during  the  last  three  years,  for 
every  hundred  of  sucb  deals,  pfanks,  and 
boards,  10;.,  and  for  every  load  of  such 
timber,  5s. 

7.  That  the  additional  inland  duty  of 
Is.  granted  by  an  act  made  in  the  SSnd  of 
his  late  majesty,  upon  every  pound  weight 
avoirdupois  of  cofiee,  ^sold  in  Great  Bii- 
tain,  do  cease  and  determine. 

8.  That  there  be  granted  to  his  Msjes- 
ty,  an  additional  inland  duty  of  6^.  ttpoo 
every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  cowe, 
not  being  of  the  growth  and  product  of 
the  British  plantations  in  America,  wbicb 
shall  be  sola  in  Great  Britaiui 

9.  That  the  said  additional  inland  dutjr 
be  appropriated  to  the  uses, .  to  which  ti» 
said  auty  of  1^.  per  pound  weight  wai 
made  applicable. 

10.  That  the  dlowances  directed  bj  kw 
to  be  made  in  respect  of  hard  soap,  which 
shall  be  refreshed  or  made  new,  be  discon- 
tinued. 

11.  That  in  lieu  thereof,  the  duties 
Open  one  pound,  in  everv  ten  pouiDdt 
weight'  of  such  soap,  be  allowed  to  tb^ 
makers  thereof. 

12.  That  all  linen  cloth  and  diaper  of 
Russia,  which  are  not  at  present  partica* 
larly  rated  in  any  act  or  parliament,  or 
book  of  rates,  be,  upon  the  importatioD 
thereof  into  this  kingdom,  rated  in  maoatf 
following;  that  is  to  say,  ail  such  dots 
and  diaper,  J>eing  in  breadth  more  tta 
22^  and  not  exceeding  31^  inches  at  4t 
and  being  in  breadth  mpre  than  Sl| 
inches,  and  not  exceeding  45  ^^^^'^Hjf 
6^ ;  and  exceeding  45  inches  in  breadti^ 
at  10^.,  for  every  120  English  ells  tbei««« 
respectively,  and  so  in  proportion  ^"^-^^ 
greater  or  lesser  quantity ;  and  thai  tw 
full  amonnt  of  the  several  duties  now  Re- 


quired by  law  to  be  paid,  for  ,evety  ^jj^ 
of  the  value  of  the  said  goods,  be  rais*» 
and  collected  according  to  the  said  respec- 
tive  rates. 

IS.  That  no  drawback  or  bounty  bed' 
kmed  upon  the  exportation  ^^7^^ 
from  tlu8  kingdom,  to  any  of  tho»ww» 
of  Faro. 
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.  HiqfG.    1«  That  every  iostrumeiit,  let* 

ter,0ttiy,  minutes,  memoraDdum,  or  other 

vvkri^  whereby  any  officer  is  admitted,  in 

amy  court  whi^soever, .  to  serve  or  to  hold 

Mich  office,  a»  is  charged  with  any  stamp 

duty  withia  the   meauing  of  the  acts  5 

WiiW  «Bd  Mary,  9  William  3,  and  12' 

Anne,  whereby  the  several  duties  of  40 j. 

9fB  imposed  apon  every  piece  of  vellum, 

pardimeQt,  or  paper,. on  which  any  admit- 

taopa  of  sudi  officer  is  ingrossed  or  writ- 

tea,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  aii 

;|diBiittaiiee  of  such  officer. 

S.  That  the  present  stamp  duly  upon 
the  adausaoQ  into  any  corporation  or  com- 
pany be  repealed. 

5.  That  instead  thereof,  a  stamp  di|ly 
mf  2s.be  charged  upon  the  entry,  minute, 
or  flieniorandaiQ,  made  of  such  admit- 
tance, in  their  court  book,  roll,'  or  record. 

4.  That  the  present  allowance  for 
prainpt  payment  at  the  stamp  office  be  re- 
peal^. 

5.  That  instead  thereof  an  allowance  at 
the  rate'  of  4/.  per  cent,  per  ann.  be  for  the 
fiilure  made. 

6*  That  an  additional  stdmp  duty  of 
90$*  he  chained  upon  every  poUcy  oit  as- 
nuance,  in  which  the  proper|iea  of  n^ore 
than  doe  person,  in  any  ship)  cargo,  or  both, 
or  more  diaa  a  particular  number  of  per- 
aons  in  paitnership,  or  laore  tlian  one 
body  politic,  to  a  greater  amount,  in  the 
whde  than  100/.  shall  be  assured. 

7.  That  of  the  monies  ^reed  to  be  paid 
by  a  convention,  between  his  Majesty  and 
the  Ffoiu^  Ung,  concluded  and  signed  at 
Londg«,  the  27th  of  February  last,  fat 
the  mainteittiK:e  of  the  late  French  pri- 
sooert  of  war,  there  be  applied  a  sum  not 
noeedmg  9O8fi00l. 

Mf^  7.  1.  Tbal  out  of  the  vsM^nies 
lAUk  shaH  arise  from  the  produce  of  the 
dutiea  laid  iii  this  session,  upon  the  impor- 
tition  aod  exportation  of  senega  and  gum 
frabic,  there  be  issued  and  applied  a  sum 
HOC  exceeding  12,000/. 

2.  That  the  2^.  stamp  duty  to  be  im- 
med  bj  the  third  resolution  of  yesterday, 
m  applied  to  the  uses,  to  which  the  stamp 
tef  repealed  by  the  second  resolution  ii 
yttttrdaj  was  applicable. 

3.  Tbat  tlie  additional  stamp  duly  of 
&  impoaed  by  the  sixth  resolution  of 
JcMerday,  be  applied  to  the  like  uses  to 
*Udi  the  duties  upon  policies  of  assur- 
ttce  are  at  present  applicable. 

4.  That  the  same  bounties  be  allowe4 
mn  all  linfina  to  be  iqpi^  in  the  Isl^  of 
Hid,  and  imported  into  Great  Britaio^ 
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which  shall  ^be  exported  from  thence,  m 
are  now  allowed  on  t^ie  exportation  of  Bri- 
tish or  Irish  linens,  and  under  the  same 
restrictions  and  limitations. 

5.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Isle  of 
Man  may  import  into  asy  lawful  port  of 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  the  bestiak,  or 
any  other  goods,  wares^  and  merchandizeat 
of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manu&cture, 
of  the  said  isle,  except  woollen  ipaoufec- 
ture,  beer,  and  ale,  without  paying  any 
custom,  subsidies,  or  duties,  for  and  in  re- 
spect thereof,  (except  such  excise  or 
other  duty,  as  is  now,  or  shall  hereafter 
for  the  time  being,  be  due  and  payaMe  for 
the  like  goods,  wares,  or  mercnandize,  tff 
the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of 
Great  Britain)  liable  to  ceftain  limitations 
and  restrictions. 

May  9.  1.  That  towards  makmg  good 
and  securing  the  payment  of  the  sums  of 
money  directed  by  an  act  of '32  Geo.  2» 
to  be  applied  in  augmentation  of  the  sala- 
ries of  the  judges  and  justices  therein 
mentioned*  in  England  and  Wales,  thera 
be  granted  an  additional  stamp  duty  of  4/. 
upon  every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment, 
or  sheet  or  piece  of  paper,  upon  which  any 
admission  into  anv  of  tne  four  inns  of  court 
shall  be  ingrossed  or  written ;  and  an  ad- 
ditional stamp  duty  of  6/.  upon  every  such 
pieoe,  on  which  shall  be  ingrossed  or  writ- 
ten, any  register,  entry,  testimonial,  or 
certificate,  of  the  degree  of  utter  barrister, 
taken  in  any  of  the  lour  inns  of  court. 

2.  That  out  of  any  of  the  surplussea 
which  shall  arise  upon  the  funds  establish- 
ed for  payment  of  the  said  augmentatioiii 
and  upon  the  said  additional  stamp  duty, 
after  the  payments  charged  thereupon, 
are,  from  time  to  time,  satisfied,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  3,625/.  be  applied  in  augmenta- 
tion of  the  salaries  of  the  said  judges  atad 
justices,  from  the  5th  of  January  to  the 
5th  of  July,  1759,  according  to  the  pro- 
portions appointed  by  the  said  act,  with 
respect  to  the  augmentation  therein  mea- 
tioned. 

3.  That  out  of  any  of  the  duties  and 
revenues  in  Scotland,  which  by  an  9ct  of 
10  Anne,  were  charged,  or  made  ehusfp^ 
able,  with  pi^meot  of  the  fees,  saUuaeai 
and  other  charges  allowed,  or  to  be  allem* 
ed  by  her  majesty,  her  heirs,  or  suceei- 
sors,  for  keeping  up  the  courts  of  session 
and  iusticiary,  and  exche^er  court  hi 
Scotland,  a  sum  not  exceeding  2,100/.  b0 
applied  in  augmentation  of  the  sahuricaof 
the  judgM  in  the  eourts  of  session  and  aas* 
diequer  thdn^laomillM  5tb  af  Jamarj.  fit 
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liie  Sdi  of  July,  1759,  acoordiiig  te  tlie  HcNue,  that  be  bad,  in  panuanoe  of  the 

proportions  appointed  by  the  said  act  of  said  oider,  issued  his  warrant  to  the  clerk 

S2  Geo.  2,  with  respect  to  the  augmenta'  of  the  crown ;  and  that  the  said  writ  had 

tion  thereby  grantea  of  the  salaries  of  the  been  made  out  accordingly ;  and  was  now 


said  judges* 

Total  of  the  liqui- 
dated sums  provided 
forby  the  committee 

^  ways  and  means  £»7/IS$fi6S  4  11 
'  Excefs  provided 
by  the  said  commit- 
tee more  than  grants 
^  by  the  commit- 
tee of  supply,  omit- 
ting Ifche  fractions  as 
they  are  very  near 
eqiiaL     -    -    -    • 

To  this  ought  to 
be  added  Uie  sum 
provided  as  well  as 
granted  bv  the  se- 
cond resolution  of 
AiNril  2,  of  the  com- 
mittee   of  supply. 


19,977  u  n 


in  the  hands  of  the  messenger  of  the 
great  seal;  and  a  motion  bemg  made, 
that  the  derk  of  the  crown  do  mdke  outs 
Supenedeas  of  the  said  writ : 

rhe  House  was  moved,  that  the  entry  m 
the  Journal  of  the  House,  of  the  19th  of 
December  1702,  relating  to  the  proceed* 
ing  of  the  Hc^use,  upon  the  issmng  of  a 
new  writ  for  thedty  of  Gloucester,  might 
be  read: 

And  the  same  being  read  accordingly; 
the  said  motion  was,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Ordered,  That  the  messenger  of  the 
great  seal  do  forbear  the  delivery  of  the 
said  writ,  for  the  electing  of  a  bui^ess  to 
serve  in  this  present  parliament  ror  the 
borough  of  Devizes,  until  the  further 
order  of  this  House. 


251,740    2    7| 


Total  excess  - 


271,717  14    6J 


Proceedingsin  the  Commons  on  a  Super- 
sedeas  to  a  Writ  for  a  Member.*"]  April 
29.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue 
bis  warrant  to  the  clerk  or  the  crown,  to 
make  out  a  new  writ  for  the  borough  of 
Devizes,  in  the  room  of  William  Willy,  esq. 
deceased. 

April  SO.  The  House  being  informed, 
that,  by  accounts  received  since  the  order 
made  yesterday  for  Mr.  Speaket  to  issue 
bis  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  to 
make  out  the  said  writ,  it  was  uncertain 
whether  the  said  Mr.  Willy  was  dead  at 
the  time  of  making  the  said  order ;  and 
Mr.    Speaker    having    acquainted    the 

*  ",  In  the  debate  upon  this  prooeediDg,  the 
lawyer$^  amongst  which  were  Mr.  Fazakerley 
and  Mr.  Wilbrabam,  doubted  the  authority  of 
the  Hquse  to  order  a  Supersedeas ;  and  rather 
rsoommended  an  application  to  be  made  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  for,  this  parpese.  But  the 
Ponte  rejected  this  proporitioD,  well  knowing 
that  every  proceeding  wnich  regards  the  direc- 
tion for  isfuiiig,  suspending,  or  superseding 
writs  for  the  eleeting  members  to  aerve  io  the 
fionse  of  Commons,  is  solely  and  exclasively 
within  their  own  jurisdiction.  This  opinion 
firom  two  very  considerable  lawyers  (at  that 
time  the  most  eminent  ia  their  profeasiou)  upon 
a  subject  of  Parliamentary  Law,  only  serves  to 
illustrate  and  confirm  the  truth  of  an  obterva- 
tiov,  whieh  Mr.  Onriow  used  frequently  to 


May  6*  The  House  being  informed, 
that  William  WOly,  esq.  was  alive  at  the 
time  the  order  was  made,  for  Mr.  Speaker 
to  issue  his  warrant  to  the  derk  of  the 
crown  to  make  out  a  new  writ  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Devizes,  in  the  room  of  the  said 
Mr.  Willy ;  the  House  was  moved,  that 
the  order,  made  upon  Tuesday  last,  that 
the  messenger  of  the  great  seal  do  for- 
bear tbe  delivery  of  the  said  writ  until 
the  further  order  of  this  House,  might  be 
read. 

And  the  said  order  being  read  accord* 
ingly ;  was  ordered  to  be  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Spekker  do  issue 
his  warrant  to  the  derk  of  the  crowD,  to 
make  out  a  Supersedeas  to  the  said  writ 
for  the  decting  of  a  burgess  to  serve  in 
this  present  parliament  for  the  borough  oC 
Devizes,  in  the  county  of  Wilts. 

make,  *  That  Common  Lawyers,  accustomed 
to  tbe  forms  and  practice  of  the  courts  ofWest-^ 
minster-hall,  know  little  of  Parliamentary  lair^ 
or  of  the  forms  of  proceeding  in  parliamentJ 
Remember,  yoang  man,'  (speaking  to  new 
members)  '  1  foretell,  if  ever  ^ou  live  to  aev  s 
Common  jLamyer  elected  into  this  Chair,  the  as4 
tbority  and  ifagnity  of  tbe  House  of  Coromoni 
will  from  that  time  be  absolutely  destrojj^ed.^ 
Mr.  Onslow  was  himself  of  tbe  profesiioo'^ 
had  a  proper  sense  of  its  its  importance,  sod  a 
rei^ard  for  the  professors  of  it ;  and  for  tbeir 
opinion  upon  subjects,  on  which  tbe  course  of 
tbeir  studies  had  rendered  them  competent  u 
criveons."  Hatsell's  Precedents,  val.f)P 
76. 
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ITS 


The  Kmg^s  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the 
SeniMi>]  May  25.  The  King  came  to 
tiieHoQieof  Lcrds,  and  pot  an  end  to  the 
Sesaon  with  the  foUbwing  Speech  to  both 
Houses: 

*  **  The  wmaefbrj  bad  ncrer  been  popular  $ 

aad  tb^  had  now  perceptibly  UMt  the  Kio|[^*a 

ceafideace  ;  their  coaduct  en  the  Regency  Act 

betrmyed  aa  iodiAalioa,  if  not  ta  oppoae»  at 

leMi  aai  to  Cwenr  the  iocliaatioBS  of  the  aore- 

rei^.    It  is  cfsa  averred,  that  sereral  posts  of 

hocioor  aad  cBwiameot  were  bestowed  in  oppo- 

ntloa  Id  Ibdr  adrice,  aod  without  their  know* 

Vcdge,  whkk  produced  offensive  remoustraoces, 

io  ceiai'yesce  of  which  the  King,  by  the  re- 

fomnwerfiliea  of  lord  Bute,  determined  to  die- 

ouBibcsi.    This  account  forms  psrt  of  the 

&Me  afield  Bote's  secret  influence,  which  was 

»  bag  implicitl J  befiered,  and  which  atill  af> 

&rds  aa  eas^  eolation  of  every  political  pro- 

Wm,  far  which  no  satisfactory  explanation  can 

be  ^od  ia  the  ordinary  detada  ot  diurnal  oc* 


*'  AhboQgh  it  may  not  be  true  that  lord  Bute 

laterfeNd  in  the  transactiona  of  the  cabinet, 

yet  tbe  jeahMis  apprehension  on  that  subject 

pnUUy  eoeanoned  the  ministry  to  do  manv 

tbisfs  olleaaiveto  the  King.    Lord  Temple 

hub  ia  tbe  House  oC^  Lords  and  in  private,  had 

repeatedly  condennied  lord  Bute^a  secret  io- 

floence ;  be  was  about  thu  time  reconciled  to 

ba  brother  Mr.  Grenville,  and  although  they 

profieaaed    the  reconciliation   to  be  merely  a 

AuaSy  transaction,  it  could  not  fail  of  producing 

a  eoBsiderable  eflcct  on  the  politica]  conduct  m 

Mr.  GreaviDe. 

**  8och  was  tbe  atate  of  the  ministry  and 
their  adherents  when  tbe  dube  of  Cumberland 
eaiered  into  a  negociation  with  lord  Temple 
and  Mr.  FStt,  respecting  a  change,  and  first 
appGed  to  lord  Temple  for  his  oonditioos.    The 
duke  did  act  o^ect  Io  them ;  but  required  thai 
tbe  earl  of  Northumberland  should  be  at  tbe 
bead  of  tbe  treasiirv  t  this  propoaal  was  not 
agreeable  to  lord  Temple,  aad  the  conference 
brake  oflT.    Tbe  duke,  however,  did  not  jet  re- 
lio^wdi  thebopeaof  anooess:    he  waited  on 
Mr.  Pitt  at  Hayes,  where  be  was  met  by  lord 
Temple,  aad  the  subject  renewed.    Mr.  Pitt 
declared  he  had  no  ol^ection  to  go   to  St. 
Jaaiea'a,   *  if  he  could  can^  tbe  constitution 
vitfa  him/  but  declined  all  connection  with  tbe 
carl  of  Nerthumberland.    The  next  day,  lord 
Fredcficfc  Cavendiah  was  sent  from  the  Duke 
to  Mr.  Pitt,  with  a  modification  of  tbe  propb- 
is]  rapeding  the  earl  of  Northnmberlaad,  and 
Hr.  Pst  returned  tbe  same  answer  which  he 
bad  given  to  the  duke  of  Gumberhind. .  The  si- 
toattaa  of  first  lord  of  thetreaaurj  was  then  of- 
fend la  lord  Lyttelton,  who  desired  to  consult 
fotd  Temple  aod  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  the  Duke,  con- 
y'toetii  that  no  advantage  conld  bt  derived  from 
a  mew  negoctation,  reported   these  transac- 
tions to  the  King,  adrisiog  him  to  continue  his 
preseat  sarvaati. 


"  My  Lords,  and  GenUemen, 
**  The  disjpatch  which  you  have  given 
with  so  mucn  zeal  and  wisaom  to  the  pal>- 
lic  business,  enables  me  now  to  put  a  pe- 
riod to  this  session  of  parliament.    , 



**  In  consequence  of  this  ooonael,  tbe  Kiiig 
required  the  ministry  to  state  the  conditions 
on  which  they  would  remain  in  office.  A 
meeting  was  held  in  Downing-street^  at  which 
the  firat  lord  of  the  treaaury,  tbe  lord  chan- 
cellor, the  duke  of  Bedfbrd,  and  tbe  earls  of 
Halifax  and  Sandwich,  were  preaent.  At  the 
coQcluaion  of  this  conference  Mr.  Grenville  was 
directed  to  wait  on  the  King,  and  state  five 
pro^itioiia  as  the  terms  of  retaining  their  si- 
tuatious;  1.  that  lord  Bute  should  not  inter- 
fere directly  or  indirectly  in  tbe  affairs  of  go« 
vernment;  9.  Mr.  Stuart  M*Kenzie,  lord 
Bute*a  brother,  to  be  dismiswd  from  tbe  office 
of  keeper  of  the  privy  aral  for  Soothmd ;  S. 
lord  Holland  to  be  deprived  of  the  paymaster* 
ship  of  the  forces,  which  should  be  bestowed  on 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  4.  The 
marquis  of  Granby  to  be  at  the  head  of  the 
army  ;  and  5.  The  government  of  Ireland  to 
be  left  to  the  diacretionary  arrangement  of  the 
ministry. 

"  The  difficolty  already  ezperleneed  in  form- 
ing a  new  administration,  rendered  it  neccaaarj 
to  comply  in  part  with  these  propoeitiona. 
Stuart  M*Kenzie  waa  dismissed  from  the  privy 
seal  of  Scotland,  which  was  given  to  lord  Fre- 
derick Campbell ;  CbarleaTownshend  was  ap- 
pointed pay- master  of  tbe  forces ;  and  lord 
Weymouth  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Still 
the  disunion  between  tbe  Ring  and  tbe  mi- 
niatry  eziated  in  all  its  extent:  a  apirit  of  vio- ' 
lence  aeems  to  bare  possessed  some  members 
of  the  cabinet,  and  urged  tbem  personally  to 
insult  their  sovereign,  in  a  meaner  which  len^ 
dered  their  longer  eontinaanoe  in  office  iiapos- 
sible.  All  previous  attempts  to  form  a  new  ad* 
ministration  failing  of  success,  the  King  him- 
lelfseot  for  Mr.  Pitt,  and  held  a  oon%rence 
with  him  at  Buckingham- boose.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  mterview,  Mr.  Pitt,  andloid 
Temple  had  a  joint  audience,  and  the  King 
condescended  to  lay  before  the  two  brothers 
certam  propoaitiooa  for  their  acceptance.  Mr. 
Pitt  seemed  disposed  to  comply  with  tbe  most 
important,  but  required  time  to  deliberate. 
Lord  Temple  declared  hie  repugnance  to  all 
the  conditions,  and  Mr.  Pitt  afterwards  adopted 
the  aame  sentiments, 

<•  The  duke  of  Cumberlaad  behig  again  ap- 
plied to,  negoeiated  with  the  dake  of  Newcastle 
m  the  formation  of  a  new  ministry,  which  was 
speedily  adjusted.  Tbe  marq^uis  ^  Rock- 
ingham was  niaced  at  the  bead  ^of  the  trea- 
sury ;  general  Conway  was  appointed  secretary 
of  state,  with  the  management  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  tbe  other  secretary  was  the  dake  of 
Grafton  ;  the  duke  of  Newcaatle  was  kndpriry 
aeal ;  Mr.  Dowdeswell  chancellor  of  the  ex* 
chequer;  and  the  earl  of  Hertford  locd  lieate* 
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<<  No  dteratioii  in  tbe  state  of  foreigii  af- 
lain  has  happened  since  yoar'tneeting,  to 
disturb  tbe  general  peace :  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  I  inform  yon,  that  the  pre- 
sent dispositions  of  the  several  powers  of 
Europe  promise  the  continuance  of  this 
blessing. 

BSDt  of  Ifeltnd.  These  were  the  leading  men 
in  the  new  admroistration,  though  disngestook 
pisoe  in  every  department.  The  high  popn- 
brhy  of  tbe  doke  of  Cambetland,  who  formed 
Ibis  ministry,  and  tbe  characters  of  the  priooi- 
pa!  members,  promised  a  great  degree  of  public 
favottr,  and  one  of  their  6r8t  acts,  that  of  mak- 
ing Mr.  Pratt,  th«  chief  justice  of  tlie  Common 
Pleas,  a  peer,  by  title  of  earl  Camden,  was 
highly  gratifying  to  the  p^ple. 

**  The  duke  of  Cumberland,  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  this  adroinistralion,  contributed  to 
their  permanency  by  constantly  attending  the 
council,  thus  assistmg  them  whh  his  adrice, 
and  sancttooing  their  measures  by  his  splendid 
reputation ;  but  of  this  inestimable  co-adfotor 
they  were  soon  deprired,  by  his  sudden  dieath. 
His  great  popularity,  the  desenred  meed  of  tried 
▼alonr  and  nndonbted  patriotism,  rendered  hts 
loss  extremely  afflicting  at  this  period,  when  a 
new  ministry  was  preparing  to  trjr  the  efiect  of 
new  measures.  As  their  operations  were  in- 
tended to  contrarene  the  pref  udkses  and  opi- 
nions of  all  other  parties,  they  required,  in  a 
Eculiar  manner;  all  the  support  which  could 
derived  from  personaf  estimation.  Tbede> 
cease  of  the  Duke  was  generally  deplored  as 
weH  by  the  nation  as  the  royal  family ;  and 
the  King  sustained  an  additional  loss  by  the 
death  of  his  brother,  prince  Frederick,  who  ex- 
pired in  the  16th  year  of  bb  agr,"    Adolphns. 

**  Whether  ddring  the  King's  late  illness,  or 
at  whatever  moment  earlier,  or  for  whatever 
cause,  the  eari  of  Bute  took  a  resolution  of  re- 
moving the  ministers,' are  points,  which  can  be 
explained'  by  only  those  persons  who  were  at 
that  time  in  his  confidence.  The  sincere  opi- 
nion of  other  persons  was,  that  some  represen- 
tations having  been  made-by  the  subsisting  mi- 
nisters, upon  the  appointment  of  sir  H.  Er- 
skine ;  opon  filling  the  see  of  Armagh,  and  upon 
other  promotions,  some  of  which  had  talceu 
place  comrary  to  their  advice,  and  others  with- 
out their  knowledge,  the  King  was  otTended, 
and  applied  to  his  favourite  to  emancipate  him 
from  these  importunities.  Whether  this  opi- 
nion was  well  founded,  or  not,  it  is  certain  that, 
ten  days  at  least  before  any  intimalion  was 
given  10  the  ministers  of  the  Regency  Bill,  the 
eari  of  Bute  -obtained,  through  the  interest  of 
the^arl'of  Albemarle,  a  private  audience  of 
the  dtfkeof  CHrinberland.  His  wish  was  to 
britig  Mr.  PHt  into  office.  His  project  bad 
fa)M*in  the  year  1769,  through  bis  own  cow- 
ardice. This  year  he  resolved  not  to  appear  in 
the  measure ;  perhaps  be  was  still  influenced 
by  bis  fears,  aad  therefore,  tbe  better  tacon- 


*^  I  have  seen,  with  the  most  perfect  ap- 
probationy  that  you  have  employed  this 
season  of  tranquillity  in  promoting  those 
objects  whidi  I  liaTe  reoommeBded  to 
your  attention ;  and  in  firaming  such  re- 
lations as  may  best  enforce  the  just  autno* 
rity  of  the  l^ialature^  and  at  the  same 

ceal  himself,  and  to  give  greater  weight  to  his 
design,  bis  first  care  was  to  put  the  negoeiatioo 
into  the  hands  of  tbe  doke  c4  Curoberiand,  witfa 
some  limitations.  After  bis  audience  with  tbe 
Dbke,  be  and  his  brother  appeared  publicly  at 
bis  Royal  Highnesses  levee,  more  than  ooce 
during  the  time  tbe  Regency  Bill  was  in  par- 
liament. These  circumstanced  were  not  uo> 
known  to  the  ministen,  nor  did  they  scruple  to 
declare  to  their  friends.  That  the  King's  confi- 
dence was  not  placed  where  it  oug^t  to  be. 
Yet  they  did  not  refuse  a  neoessary  meamre. 
But  they  were  particularly  blameable  for  ad- 
mitting one  part  of  it,  which  whoever  advised 
gave  bad  advice :  it  was  a  proposition,  for  an 
unexampled  encroachment  on  the  inherent  fun- 
damental and  essential  rights  of  parliament,  and 
a  dangerous  precedent  for  an  addition  to  the 
pretensions  of  the  crown,  by  entrusting  to  (be 
sole  and  secret  nomination  of  tbe  prince  upoo 
the  throne,  the  appointment  of  the  person  to 
exercise  the  regal  antfaoritT  during  a  mioority. 
**Mr.  Pitt  having  declared  in  paritament, 
that  he  would  live  and  die  with  bis  brother  (lord 
Temple)  the  confidential  contrivers  of  this  se- 
cond project  to  bring  in  Sf  r.  Pitt,  resolved  to 
make  the  application  to  lord  Temple,  with  tbe 
hope  of  obtaining  his  favourable  opinion,  whiHi 
was  considered  the  most  essential  step  tovard^ 
gaining  Mr.  Pitt.  Accordingly  on  the  15th  M 
May,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  sent  for  lord 
Temple  from  Stowe.  As  soon  as  possible  hi« 
lordship  waited  on  the  Duke,  who  began  by  tn< 
forming  him,  that  the  King  had  resolred  t^ 
change  hisservantK,  and  td  ennge  his  lordship 
Mri  Pitt,  and  their  friends,  in  bis  service ;  but 
first  he  (the  Doke)  wished  to  know  then*  con* 
ditiotts.  Lord' Temple  roost  respectfull;|p  &S| 
sured  Itts  Royal  Higlmess  that  tli^ir  condtiiooi 
were  not  m&y.  The  making  certain  fiireiffi 
alliances,  the  restoration  of  officers  (crtil  an< 
military)  cruelly  and  unjustly  dismissed,  a  re 
peal  of  the  excise  on  cyder,  a  total  and  full  coti 
demnation  of  ereneral  warrants,  and  the  seistir 
of  papers.  His  Royal  Highness  perfectly  a|( 
proved  of  these  conditions^  and  s»id  they  mm 
be  agreed  to :  and  then  added,  that  he  hod  I 
pro|)06Kion  to  make, — this  was.  That  it  was  tM 
king's  desire  that  lord  Northumberland  shoS^ 
be  placed  at  tbe  bead  of  tlie  treasury.  IM 
Temple  replied,  *  He  would  never  come  ini 
office  under  lord  Bute's  lieutenant.'  [iM 
Northumberland  was  at  this  time  lord  lieotenai 
of  Ireland.]!  Here  the  conference  broke  dl 
This  proposition  having  been  made  in  the  s^ 
gociation  in  the  year  176S,  when  lord  fi^uteai 
peared  openly  in  the  measure,  lefV  no  room  j 
doubt  of  bis 'lordship  being  still  tbe  secret  s4 
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Mid  •sttnd  Ibe  comraereey 
the  iDtoMlt,  of  erwy  pari  of 


of  the  Home  of  CoomioDt: 
'<  The  dieerfiilneat  aod  prudenoe  which 
jga  fatre  theiniy  in  providinf  for  the  ne* 


cftbeKiag,  ood  thoMcral  moferof  the 


•'  On  tlie  igth  of  the  lene  month,  which 

Savdsy^lie  Boke  sent  e  nenafe  to  Jord 

TeAple,  nyfrtig  his  lordship  to  meet  him  at 

Mr.  Fitt't  looK,  at  Hayea,  io  Kent.    The 

J>ake'««aiib  Mr.  Pitt,  when  his  lordahip 

cane  ia,  aatf  bad  made  the  same  proposition 

foycday  lard  Northmnberlaad,  which  Mr. 

Vm  ha^wfasad,  ee  totally  inadmtasible;  upon 

the  mm  frmap^  that  the  refusal  bad  been 

madthj  k9d  Tmnple ;  of  which  Mr.  Pitt  had 

aal^  aadi  that  moment,  received  the  amallcst 

iiiifliaoan.    Ho  aaaored  his  ftoyal  Highness, 

tfaaft  be  VIS  tend  J  to  f o  to  8t  James's,  *  if  be 

eooid  carry  the  constitution  along  with  him ;' 

— tbat  «ai  his  expression. 

**HtA  day  the  Duke  sent  lord  Frederick 
CawaiiAto  Mr.  PHt,  with  an  amoraoee  that 
fCBpcctiDg  kNd  Nsrthomherland 
it  Ae  head  of  the  tienaiiryy  waa  relin- 
fmbai,  piwided  his  lordahip  was  oonaideted  io 
SMssslbcr  woj.  Mr.  Pitt  returned  the  same 
lonrcr  be  bad  giTen  to  bis  Roj^al  Higboesa. 
UpoB  the  Tctnni  oi  lord  Frederick,  the  Duke 
offered  the  treaaory  to  lord  Lytteltoo,  who  de- 
wed to  eoDsnlt  lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt  Tbe 
Bflke  was  displeased  with  this  anawer,  and  im- 
went  to  tbe  King;  and  ha?ingio- 
Majesly  of  the  several  answers  he 
bail  reeeiTed,  ceoeloded  wiib  advising  the  King 
ta  OBBtiDae  bis  present  servanta. 

"  alt  the  anme  time,  kiid  Temple,  and  his 
brother  Mr.  GrenviU«>,  became  reooociled 
tfaroiM(h  tbe  mediation  of  the  friends  of  both 
parties ;  who  declared  that  this  reconciliation 
Vis  eo  noie  than  a  fkmilj  friendship  as  bro- 
tben ;  and  en  pabbc  principles,  only  as  to  mea* 
sam  ia  foture. 

^  liis  •■  their  iedoenoe  on  measores  in  fti* 
title,  that  Bttoh  dreumstaaoea  become  late* 
Msliag  Id  the  nation.  The  reconeiliation  being 
made,  Mr.  Greaville,  unbosoming  himself  to 
bis  brother^  related  all  the  arts  and  clandestine 
Mepsof  the  favourite;  which,  if  possible,  in- 
creased his  brother's  ardour  on  every  subse- 
saeat  occasion  lie  had  to  oppose  lord  Bote. 
Bdtb  tbe  brothers  now  entertaioinj^  the  same 
Sfiaisn,  there  ooold  be  little  probabiiSty  of  ano- 
wrscparatioB  between  them;  consequently, 
iofaUve,  it  most  be  supposed  they  engaged  to 
•et,aBd  to  concert  their  measurea  together. 

"During  tbe  negociation  with  the  Duke, 
Jirliament  had  beeu  Kept  sitting  onder  an  ex- 
pecuiion  of  issuing  writs  for  new  elections ; 
ml  that  negodatiou  havin{(  fiiiled,  the  subsist- 
isp  ministers  resolved  to  vindicate  the  indepen- 
me  ot  their  aitoatiooa,  hj  asserting  the  dim 
vaoence,  whkh  of  «ght  Monfcd  to  the  lo* 


ociioiy  ozpenoes  of  the  present  yoor^ 
deserve  my  particular  .ftckoowledgmentg. 
**  The  many  Bills  winch  vou  have  form- 
ed for  the  improvement  ana  augmentation 
of  the  revenue  in  its  several  branches,  and 
the  early  care  which  you  have  taken  to 
[o  a  part  of  Uie  national  dd>t,  ova 


spoBsibilitv  of  their  offices,  and  to  create  a  no- 
oemity  of  issuing  writs  very  diflferent  from 
those  which  had  been  in  expectation* 

^*  The  decisire  stroke  of  this  coolest,  was  the 
turning  out  Mr.  Mackenzie,  lord  Bute's  bro- 
ther ;  which,  they  declared,  they  offered  to  the 
public  as  a  mark,  that  tbe  councila  and  emplov^ 
menta  of  the  state  were  not  separated,  notwhn- 
standing  the  late  negociatkm.  And  this  cir- 
eomstance  gave  them  a  merit  in  their  death, 
that  most  of  them  would  never  have  aoquired 
any  other  way. 

"  There  was  no  atep  they  could  have  taken 
more  personally  offensive  than  this.  And  to  it 
they  added,  tbe  dismission  of  lord  Northumber- 
land, and  Mr.  Fox  who  bad  been  created  lord 
Holland.  Aa  soon  as  these  changes^ere  made^ 
pariiamcot  was  prorogned. 

««Tbe  iUng  ososidered  theie  thres  dismis- 
sieaa,  hot  most  particolarlv  the  first,  as  insula 
npon  himself.  W  bother  tne  .opinion  was  span* 
tancottsly  has  own,  or  whether  it  was  suggeated 
to  him,  IS  not  material. ,  The  language  of  the 
Favourite  upon  this  occasion  waa — *  What!  do 
yon  mean  to  destroy  tbe  mooatohyP^^toaa* 
nibilate  the  firat  of  the  three  estates  ?' 

**  In  consequence  of  these  open  and  avowed 
acta  of  hostility  to  the  Favourite,  a  reaolntion 
was  taken  to  open  another  negociatioo  with 
Mr.  Pitt.  Jjord  Bute  and  thej>uke  havmjg 
both  failed,  tbe  King  himaelf  undertook  this 
negociatioo.  Bb  Majesty  aent  for  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  waited  upon  the  King  at  the  Queen'a  bonse^ 
on  the  SOtb  of  June  1765.  The  oousequence 
of  this  audience  waa,  tbe  aending  for  lord 
Temple.  And  on  the  S5th,  they  waited  on  his 
Majcety  together  at  .the  C^ueen'a  house ;  when 
tbe  following  conditions  were  proposed  to  them. 
1.  Mr.  Stuart  Mackenzie  to  be  reatored.  .  S. 
Lord  Northumberland  to  be  lord  chamberUdab 
a.  Tbe  Ktng'a  friends  to  eootione  io  their  pro* 
sent  situations. 

<«  To.  the  two  first  conditions  Mr.  Pi^  was 
not  verv  averse.  Respecting  the  last,,  ho 
wished  for  some  explanation .  But  lord  Temple 
declared  against  the  whole.  Upon  which  the 
conference  ended.  The  King'a  negociatioa 
having  foiled,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  waa 
again  applied  to.  Hia  Majesty  bavin g'resolved 
to  pan  with  his  pigment  nervaots  at  «ny  rate, 
hia  royal  highness  had  full  power  to  fono.ap 
administration.  The  duke  of  Newcastle,  the 
marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  their  friends, 
thought  it  their  duty  to  acceut  of  his  royal 
highness'a  invitation.  General  Conway  was 
made  secretary  of  state,  and  to  him  was  com- 
mitted the  msnagement  of  the  Hoase  of  Com- 
'   Lifeof  LMddntham.  > 
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tile  most  efiectual  methods  to  establish  the 
public  credit  upon  the  surest  foandations, 
and  to  alleviate  bj  degrees  the  burdens 
of  my  people. 

*'  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen : 
*<  The  provisions  which  have  been  made 
for  the  administration  of  the  government, 
in  case  the  crown  should  descend  to  any 
of  my  children  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  whilst  they  add  strength  and  seen* 
rity  to  our  present  establishment,  give  me 
the  kisd^^^t  and  most  convincine  proof  of 
your  confidence.  The  sense  which  I  have 
.of  the  important  trust  reposed  in  me,  and 
my  desire  to  repay  this  mark  of  your  af- 
fection, by  dischargiijg  my  part  agreeal^y 
to  your  intentions,  m  the  manner  most 
beneficial  to  my  people,  have  concurred  to 
make  me  execute  without «  delay  the 
powers  with  which  you  have  entrusted 
me :  this  is  already  done ;  and  you  may 
be  assured  that,  as  far  as  it  depends  upon 
^e,  those  salutary  provisions  shall  never 
be  ineffisctuaL  It  is  my  ardent  wish,  and 
«hall  be  my  constant  endeavour,  on  this 
and  every  other  occasion,  to  perpetuate 
the  happiness  of  my  subjects,  and  to  trans- 
mit to  posterity  the  blessings  of  our  inva- 
luable constitution." 

The  Parliament  was  then  prorogued  to 
the  11th  of  July ;  and  was  anerwaras  fur- 
ther prorogued  to  the  17th  of  December. 


HFTH  SESSION 

OV    THB 

TWELFTH  PARLIAMENT 

OF 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  King^t  Speech  on  Opening  the  Ses^ 
mm.'}  December  17,  1765.  llis  Ma- 
jesty opened  the  Session  with  the  follow- 
ing Speech  to  both  Houses : 

**  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen : 

<<  The  present  general  state  of  tranquil- 
lity in  Europe  gave  me  hopes  that  it  would 
not  have  been  necessary  to  assemble  my 
parliament  sooner  than  is  usual  in  times  of 
peace. 

^  But,  as  matters  of  importance  have 
lately  occurred  in  some  of  my  colonies  in 
America,  which  will  demand  the  most  se- 
rious attention  of  parliament ;  and  as  fur- 
.ther  informations  are  daily  expected  from 
different  parts  of  that  country,  of  which  I 
«bal}  order  the  fullest  accounto  to  be  pre- 
faced for  your  oaoaideiation ;   I  bave 


thought  fit  to-  call  ytfii  now  togedier  h 
order  that  opportunity  may  thereby  h 
given  to  issue  the  necessary  writs  on  Ai 
many  vacancies  that  have  happened  in  tin 
House  of  Commons  since  the  last  semoa 
so  that  the  parliainent  may  be  full  to  pro 
ceed  immediately,  after  toe  usual  teom 
on  the  consideration  of  such  weig^ 
matters  as  will  then  come  before  yoo.** 

The  Lord^  Address  of  ThanksJ]  B 
Majesty  having  retired. 

The  Earl  of  Hardvncke  *  rose  and  mi 

My  lords;  our  duty  to  the Kiogi 
when  speaking  to  his  parliament  fnm  dai 
royal  seat,  and  the  ancient  usage  of  lUl 
House,'  have  introduced  the  form  of  al 
immediate  return  of  thanks  to  the  throa| 
with  general  assurances  of  support  on  and 
weighty  matters  as  the  crown  is  advbel 
to  liiy  before  us. 

I  would  be  justly  diffident  of  my  Mi 
abilities  and  experience  in  die  proosedin|l 
'  of  thb  House,  to  be  the  first  to  submittt 
opinion  to  your  lordships  as  to  the  Drnt 
form  of  an  address,  if  the  speedi  m 
opened  to  us  the  entire  plan  of  busmess  fix 
the  session.  But,  as  in  the  present  o(» 
juncture,  his  Majesty  has  only  acqaainto' 
us,  that  he  shall,  (atker  the  usual  reoettji 
have  matters  of  the  greatest  importaao^ 
relative  to  our  colonies  in  Amerios,  to.l^f 
before  us,  the  trouble  I  shall  give  yosr 
lordships  on  this  occasion  will  and  oogti 
to  be  snort    ' 

The  state  of  affidrs  in  America,  wbidil 
thesubject  pointed  out  to  us  in  the  Speedy 
is  indeed  ot  the  highest  magnitude;  if  * 
had  not  heard  that  term  so  often  nuiap- 
pli^d,  I  should  say  the  greatest  in  its  ex- 
tent and  consequences,  that  ever  ctfii 
before  parliament ;  it  is  of  the  ^^^ 
portance  to  the  royal  and  leffislativeauUM^ 
rity ;  to  the  good  order  of  govemnieBt; 
and  to  the  commerce  and  navigatiopa 
these  kingdoms.  When  we  enter  into 
this  arduous  matter,  my  lords,  it  sbauU 
be  discussed  delibenaely,  wisely^  (^ 
uUis  animorum  incendiisj  and  thoroow 
with  all  the  materials  necessary  to  mcia^ 
and  direct  our  judgments  ;  with  jon^^r* 
liberation  and  concurrence  of  both  Ho^ 
of  parliament,  and  with  the  iuUest  attens- 
ance  of  ther  members. 

These  circumstances  (all  of  them  el- 

•  Philip  Yorke,  seoond  etri  of  Bvi^ 
The  above  Speech  is  fVom  the snginsi  »^ 

aoUa  iotd's  hand- viitiiy. 
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Mtal  fa    voLj  poor    opinion}    cannot 
like  nliee  till  after  the  holioaTSi  and 
Aenml  dudl  propose  nothinff  fiirther 
iidiemotioB  1  ahail  take  theubettjto 
ode,  tban  to  aaaiue  his  Majesty,  th^t 
vfcen  the  aoooimta  of  these  hte  transac- 
icdooi  in  America  hai^  heen  received, 
lod  are  laid  befixe  oa,  we  will  weif^h  them 
ivithan  attention  equal  to  their  miport* 
ttce,  and  do  avery  thing  which  the  exi- 
gence of  aUa  shall  require. 

Two  efeati  have  occur^  smce  our 
last  meetiiy  very  proper  subjects  for  your 
krdsbip  to  express  your  autiful   senti- 
menliiDoo  at  this  time  ;  the  one  a  very 
ameabv  luljject  of  ooiMpratuIation  to  the 
tORiK;  tbemcrease  or  the  royal  family 
Irjrtfaefaffth  of  a  prince*    Every  event  of 
m  ibd  amst  give  your  lordships  not  only 
thtt  MtiifiKtion  whidi  arises  from  having 
before  jour  eyes  the  most  complete  ex- 
smplei  of  domestic  felicity  in  the  most  ex- 
iltra  atnationy  but  from  the  sure  pros- 
pect of  tlie  oondnaance  of  those  invaluable 
besHDgi,  which  we  have  enjoyed  for  more 
tbu  hk  a  century  under  Uie  Protestant 
Aiccewoa  in  the  House  of  Brunswick. 

Tlie  other  event  (of  a  very  di&rent 
cut)  whid  your  lordships  wiU  certainly 
nake  part  of  your  address,  is  a  condolence 
on  die  irreparable  loss  which  his  Majesty 
and  the  kingdom  have  sustained  in  the 
death  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland. 

Hie  motion  1  shall  offer,  endeavours  to 
expreaa  that  just  tribute  of  respeot  and 
gratitude  whidi  ia  due  to  the  character  of 
that  ittuetrioos  prince.  I  shall  not  pre- 
tend to  add  much  to  it,  because  the  na- 
tkmal  aenae  of  his  royal  highnesses  merit 
and  aervioea  stands  already  recorded  in 
SOT  statute  book,  and  will  for  ever  live  in 
ear  memories. 

One  thing,  however,  your  lordships  will 
pennit  ne  to  recall  to  your  minds,  before  I 
lit  doirn,  rather  to  indulge  my  own  feel- 
ngs,  than  to  reanimate,  (whidi  would  be 
fiite  needless^  the  fervent  and  loyal  zeal 
«  your  lonfahips,  that  the  conduct, 
actifity  and  valor,  of  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
hnd  preserved  this  country,  when  a  re* 
bdlioo,  impiously,  and  wantonly  set  on 
foot,  faod  soaken  the  throne,  and  distem- 
pered the  state.  This  pleasing  and  inte- 
reiting  retrospect  is  alone  sufficient  to 
convey  the  highert  idea  of  his  capacity 
<Dd  aervioea,  and  to  traoamit  his  respects 
sbie  name  amongst  the  other  heroes  of 
aof  own  growth,  with  lustre  to  the  latest 
poiterity. 
The  nobk  loi4  concluded  with  mofingi 


<<  That  an  humUe  Address  be  presented 
tohia  Muestjr,  to  return  his  Majesty  the 
thanks  <h  this  House,  for  .his  most  gra- 
cious Speech  from  the  throne. 

*<  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that,  when  he 
shall  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  hia 
parliament  the  informations  and  advices 
which  have  been,  or  shall  be,  received 
from  America,  this  House  will  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  those  weighty  affiura^ 
with  an  attention  equal  to  the  importance 
of  the  subject;  and  with  a  resolution  to 
do  every  thing  which  the  exigency  of  tha 
case  may  require. 
^ "  To  congratulate  his  Majesty  on  the 
birth  of  aprmce ;  and  to  assure  him,  that 
whatever  adds  to  the  domestic  happiness^ 
stability,  and  increase,  of  his  illustrioua 
House,  from  which  these  kingdoms  hava 
receiv^  the  most  important  benefits,  must 
always  afibrd  the  highest  satisfaction  ta 
his  faithful  subjects. 

*<  To  express  our  sincere  condolence  oa 
the  loss  of  nis  late  royal  highness  the  duka 
of  Cumberland;  and  to  assure  his  Ma- 
jesty, that  the  many  eminent  public  and 
private  virtues,  the  extent  of  capacity,  and 
the  magnanimity  of  mind,  the  a&ction  for 
hia  Majesty's  person,  and  the  emioentser-. 
vices  .performed  for  this  country,  whidi 
distinguished  that  mat  and  excellent 
prince,  as  they  have  lef^  a  lasting  memorial 
in  his  Majesty's  royal  breast,  ao  have  they 
made  an  impression  never  to  be  erased 
from  the  minds  of  his  grateful  people." 

Then  an  Amendmehtwas  proposed  to  ha 
made  to  the  said  Resolution,  by  inserting, 
after  the  words  <<  which  the  exigency  of 
the  case  may  require,"  the  following 
words ;  viz.  <<  To  express  to  his  Ma* 
jesty  our  deep  concern  and  indignation  at 
the  dangerous  tumults  and  inaurrectiona 
which  have  been  raised  and  fomented  in 
his  Majeaty'a  dominiona  of  North  Ame- 
rica, in  opposition  to  the  execution  of  the 
lawa,  ana  m  open  defiance  of  the  parlia- 
mentary right  of  Great  Britain:  and  thaS 
we  embrace  with  pleasure  the  eariiest  op- 
portunity in  our  power  to  asaure  hia  Ma- 
jeatv,  that,  fully  aenaiUe  of  the  indiapen* 
aabfe  neceaaity  of  vindicating  and  esta* 
bliahinff  the  just  power  of  the  kgislature  of 
Great  Britain,  we  will  cheerfully  concur  in 
every  measure,  which  may  strengthen  tha 
handi  of  government,  and  enforce  the  legal 
obedience  of  the  colonies,  and  their  conati- 
tutional  dependence  on  the  aovereign  au- 
thority of  thia  kinffdom."  Which  being 
objected  to :  after  long  debate,  the  ques- 
tion ^as  puty  *'  Whauer  the  aaid  worda 
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dudl  be  there  inserted  2"  It  Mb  reMlt^d 
in  the  hesative. 

Then  toe  foUowing  Address  was  agreed 
to: 

:  **  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

<*  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutifiil 
and  loyal  subjects,  the  ^ordsispiritual  and 
temporal  in  parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  return  your  Majes^  our  humble 
thanks,  for  your  most  gracious  Speech 
from  the  throne. 

<«  We  should  be  wanting  in  our  duty, 
not  to  9|8sure  your  Majesty,  that,  irfien 
your  Majesty  shall  have.beoi  pleased  to 
cormnunicate  td  your  parliament  thiwe  in- 
formations and  advices  which  have  been, 
or  shall  be,  received  from  America,  we 
will  proceed  to  th^  consideration  of  those 
weignty  matters,,  with  an  attention  equal 
to  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  with 
a  resolution  to  do  every  thing  which  the 
exigency  of  the  case  may  require. 

<'  Attentive  to  every  event  which  af- 
fects your  Majesty,  permit  us  to  congra- 
tulate your  Majesty  on  the  birth  of  a 
{rince :  whatever  aidds  to  your  domestic 
appiness,  and  the  stability  and  increase 
of  tnat  illustrious  House  from  which  these 
kingdoms  have  received  the  most  import- 
ant benefits,  must  always  afford  the  highest 
satisfaction  to  your  fiiithful  subjects. 

**  Animated  by  the  same  sentiments  of 
zeal  and  duty  to  your  Majestv  and  your 
royal  family,  and  under  the  deepest  im- 
pressions of  concern,  we  beg  leave  to  ap- 
proach your  throne  with  our  sincere  con- 
dolence on  the  loss  of  his  late  royal  high- 
ness the  duke  of  Cumberland. 

*^  The  many  eminent,  public,  and  pri- 
vate virtues,  the  extent  of  capacity/  and 
ihe  magnanimity  of  mind,  the  aftecuon  for 
your  Majesty's  person,  and  the  eminent 
services  performed  for  this  country,  which 
distinguished  that  great  and  excellent 
prince,  as  they  have  left  a  lasting  memo- 
rial in  your  royal  breast,  so  have  they 
made  an  impression  never  ta  be  erased 
from  the  minds  of  your  grateful  people.'* 

The  King^s  Answer.J    His  Majesty  re* 
turned  this  Answer : 
"  My  Lords, 

**  The  assurances  you  give  me  of  your 
loyalty  and  affection  are  £uly  pleasing  to 
me. 

•  **  I  have  the  strongest  reliance  on  your 
resolution  to  do  every  thing  that  may  be 
most  expedient  in  the  present  state  ot  my 
colonies  in  America. 

*<  I  see  with  particular  pleanue  those 


aentknents  of  ned  and  duty  to  mtf  tati  wmy\ 
family  with  which  you  express  yoUr  natMH 
faction  on  the  birth  of  my  thira  aoD»  and 
your  concern  for  the  loss  X  have  sostainedl 
by  the  death  of  the  duke  of  CuraberlandL" 

The  Crmnunu^  Addrets  ^  TAofdfc*.] 
The  Commons  b^g  returned  to  their 
House,  lord  George  Cavendidi  moved, 

*«  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  to  return  has  Majesty  tfaq 
thanks  of  this  House  for  hb  most  gracious 
Speech  from  the  throne. 

«  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  we  will 
not  fail,  when  this  House  shall  be  suppHedi 
with  its  members,  to  apply  ourselves  withi 
the  utmost  diligence  and  attention  to  thnaei 
important  occurrences  in  America,  which 
his  Majesty  recommends  to  our  considef»-l 
tion ;  and  to  exert  our  most  zealous  en- 
deavours for  the  honour  of  his  MajeMy'sl 
government,  and  the  true  interest  of  bis 
people,  in  all  parts  of  his  extended  empire* 

**  To  congratulate  his  Majesty  on  the 
late  increase  of  his  ro^al  family,  by  the 
birth  of  a  prince.  His  Majesty's  happi. 
ness  and  tmit  of  his  people  are  one;  and 
every  increase  of  his  Majesty's  illtistrious 
family  is  considered  by  his  faithful  Com* 
mens,  as  a  further  security  to  that  reli- 
gion, and  those 'liberties  we  enjoy  under  hie 
Majesty's  most  auspicious  government. 

<*  To  offer  to  his  Majesty  our  sincere 
condolence  on  the  great  loss,  which  his 
Majesty  and  this  kingdom  have  sustained 
by  the  death  of  his  late  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  Cumberland;  whose  private  and 
public  virtues,  whose  duty  and  affection  to 
his  Majesty,  and  whose  distinguished 
merits,  and  services  to  this  country,  9m 
they  made  his  person  dear  to  this  nation 
while  he  lived,  so  they  cannot  &il  to  tender 
his  memory  sacred  to  the  latest  posC^ity  :'* 

An  Amendment  was  proposed  U>  be 
made  to  the  question,  by  inserting,  after 
the  words  <*  extended  em[nre^%  these! 
words,  **  to  express  our  just  resentment 
and  indigpiation  at  the  outrageous  tumults' 
and  insurrections  which  have  been  excited 
and  carried  on  in  North  America,  and  at 
the  resistance  iriven  by  open  and  i^bel* 
lious  force,  to  the  execution  of  the  laws 


in  that  part  of  his  Majes^'s  domioions ; 
to  assure  hisMajesty  that  his  faithful  Com* 
mens,  animated  with  the  warmest  duty 
and  attachment  to  his  royal  person  and 
government,  and  to  the  consdttttion  of 
these  kingdoms,  will  firmW  and  eflectualiy 
support  hb  Majesty  in  all  such  measures 

at  Ahall  he  neoiMijrfbr  preserviM  and 
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vteang  die  legd  de|)eBdtnoe  of  the  co» 
InittapoD  thk  their  mother  oouatrY; 
fartaktcmg  their  due  obedieneeto  the^ 
hn;  for  maiiileiDing  the  dignity  of  the 
crwB,  and  toaertittg  the  induhitable  and 
fendimrntil  rights  of  the  l^gislatiire  of 
Gfot  Britaio."* 

Asd  the  said  proposed  Amendment 
vas,  by  leave  of  tbe  Housey  withdrawn ; 
and  the  oiipml  Address  agreed  to,  as 
bUowst 

<'  Host  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

**  yfty  joar  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 

loysl  nil^ects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 

tam  is  puiisment  assembled,  beg  leave  to 

retorn  joar  Majesty  the  thanks  of  this 

Arbe,  fbr  your  most  gracious  Speech 

from  ±e  throne :  and  to  assure  your  Ma- 

jiestT,  diat  we  will  not  fail,  when  this  House 

ffaaU  be  supplied  with  its   members,   to 

Sj  ootKlves  with  the  utmost  diligence 
attention  to  those  important  occur- 
rences in  America,  which  your  Majesty  re- 
comoeDds  to  our  consideration  ;*  and  to- 
exert  oar  most  zealous  endeavours  for  the 
iMooQrof  yourM^estjr's  government,  and 
the  true  interest  of  your  people,  in  all  parts 
of  joar  extended  empire. 

"  Permit  us,  at  the  same  time,  to  con- 
gratulate your  Majesty  on  the  late  increase 
of  joar  royal  family,  by  the  birth  of  a 
prbce.  Your  Majesty's  happiness  and 
that  of  your  people  are  one ;  and  every 
increase  of  your  Majesty's  illustrious  fa- 
mi]j  is  considered  by  your  faithful  Com- 
Bona,  as  a  further  security  to  that  religion, 
and  those  liberties  we  enjoy  under  your 
Maj^'s  most  auspicious  government. 

**  We  also  beg  leave  to  ofier  to  your 

*  <'  December  n,  1765.    Yoo  have  to  be 

wan  bad  frdm  the  officeao  accooDt  of  what  the 

pufitnent  did,  or  rather  did  not  do,  the  day  of 

lb«tr  iMetiiia ;  I  mean  the  affair  of  cor  Ame- 

rien  eolooics  reletively  to  the  late  imposed 

ftamp  Doty,  which  oar  oolooists  aheolotely 

icfoae  la  pay.    The  admiaistratioo  are  for  some 

bdolgeiMe  and  fbrbeaiaoce  to  those  froward 

dnldrco  of  their  mother  country :  the  opposition 

ire  for  taking  rigoroot,  as  they  call  them,  but  I 

caH  them  riolent  measures ;  not  less  than  la 

^agqnadts;  and  to  have  the  tax  colleeted  by 

fte  troops  we  have  there.    For  my  part,  1 

serer  saw  a  fmward  child  mended  ay  whip- 

M ;  aad  I  would  not  have  the  mother  conn- 

^bmoie  a  slap-mother.    Oar  trade  to  Ama- 

lieahriafiiD,  communitus  aiimf,two  millions  a 

yor ;  and  the  Stamp  Doty  is  hot  estimated  at 

^iOO0&  s  year,  which  I  would  by  no  means 

f^  ists  the  stock  of  the  Exchequer  at  the 

Mi  orereothe  risk  of  a  mHKon  a  year  to  the 

■■tnal  Block."   Lord  CheslerfleUtahia  Sod. 
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Majes^r  our  sincere  conddence  on  ibm 

Beat  loss,  which  your  Majesty  and  thia 
ngdom  have  austained  by  the  death  of 
his  late  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland ;  whose  private  and  public  virtues^ 
whose  duty  and  auction  to  your  Majesty, 
and  whose  distinguished  merits^  and  ser« 
vices  to  this  country,  as  thev.raade  hia 
person  dear  to  this  nation  while  he  Uved« 
ao  they  cannot  fiiil  to  render  hia  memory 
aacred  to  the  latest  posterity." 

Tkc  King's  Aimver.^    HisM^estyre* 
tamed  this  Answer: 
Gentlemen : 

**  I  return  you  thanks  tot  this  loyal  and 
dutiful  Addrm. 

*<  The  satisfaction  you  express  ka  fim , 
bcrease  of  my  £umly,  and  the  aiectionatt 
share  you  take  in  the  great  loss  I  have  sus- 
tained by  the  death  ot  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland, are  firesh  proofs  of  your  seal  and 
loyalty. 

^*  Your  resolution  at  the  same  time  to 
support  the  honour  of  my  government,  and 
to  provide  for  the  true  mterest  of  aJl  aay 
pec^,  cannot  but  be  most  acceptable  lo 
me.  My  conduct  shaH  always  shew,  that 
I  conskler  their  interest  as  insq[Murable  freai 
,my  own.** 

On  the  2(Hh  of  December,  both  Housei 
adjourned,  to  the  14th  of  January,  176& 

1766. 

The  Kmg^s  Speech  qfUr  the  Chrighnm 
Recess.^']    January  14, 1766.    The  King 


*  '« The  pariiament  did  not  aasrmbletiH  the 
17tb  of  December,  and  separated  for  the  Cbriat- 
mas  recess,  whhoat  transacting  any  bosinte, 
except  issuing  writs  to  fill  up  vacancies.  I A 
this  interval,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  honse 
of  the  marquia  of  Rockingham,  for  the  purpose 
of  arranging  measures  atfaiost  the  opening  of 
the  seMion,  and  particularly  with  respect  to  the 
late  transactions  in  America.  Aroon|r  the  pei^ 
sons  present,  were  the  marquis  of  Rockingham, 
lord  Egmont,  general  Conway,  Mr.  Dowdei- 
well,  the  earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  Mr.  Yorke. 
The  most  effective  and  dignified  advice  was.  to 
declare,  by  an  act  of  parliament,  the  legislative 

Sower  of  Great  Britain  over  America,  and  in- 
let penalties  of  hieb  treason  on  those  who 
should  impeach  that  authority,  either  by  apeal^ 
ing  or  writing.  The  supremacy  of  the  parent- 
country  beinif  thus  ascertained,  it  waa  recom- 
mended to  bring  in  a  Bill  u>  explain,  alter,  and 
amend  the  Stamp  Act,  in  sucb  a  manner  aa 
would  render  the  operation  easy,  and  its  pro- 
visions unezoeptionaMe.  The  principal  altera 
tions  were,  that  duties  should  be  paid  in  eur- 
rsncyi  uuitead  of  sisriiog  moneys  offcaosa 
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eame  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  made 
the  following  Speech  to  both  Houses : 
**  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; 

<*  When  I  met  you  last^  I  acquainted 
you  that  matters  of  importance  had  hap- 
pened in  America,  which  would  demand 
the  most  serious  attention  of  parliament. 

**  That  no  information  whicn  could  serve 
lo  direct  your  deliberations  in  so  interest- 
ing a  concern  might  be  wanting,  I  have 
oraered  all  the  papers  that  give  any  light 
into  the  origm,  the  progress,  or  the  ten- 
dency, of  the  disturbances  which  have  of 
late  prevailed  in  some  of  the  northern  co- 
lonies, to  be  immediately  laid  before  you. 

**  No  time  has  been  lost,  on  the  first 
advice  of  these  disturbances,  to  issue 
orders  to  the  governors  of  my  provinces, 
and  to  the  commanders  of  my  forces  in 

soainst  the  act  tried  in  oouHs  of  record,  iostead 
of  the  court  of  vtce-admiralty ;  aod  the  mer- 
ehapts  relieved,  by  taking  off,  or  greatly  re- 
ducing, tbe  stamps  oo  eooqnets  and  clearaocesw 
Bot  this  firm  and  manly  adrice  did  not  pre- 
vail ;  the  opinions  previooBly  delivered  by  some 
members  of  administration,  were  incompati- 
ble whh  soch  measures;  and  although  Mr. 
Dowdesweil,  cbaDceMor  of  the  ezcbcqoer,  pro- 
duced letters  from  New  York,  importing  that 
the  money  collected  from  the  duty  on  molasses, 
had  been  detained  in  the  colony  by  the  threats 
nnd  orders  of  the  mob,  yet  no  vigorous  mea- 
sure was  resolved  on.  In  fiust,  nothing  was 
decided,  except  the  terms  in  which  the  Kog's 
Speech  should  be  oomprised :  and  the  minii^y 
formed  no  regular  or  eontistent  plan  of  opera- 
tion and  mutnal  support."  Adolphos :  From 
Drivate  information,  and  flunutes  of  the  con- 
isKenoe* 

**  ^r.  Pitt  did  not  entirely  approve  of  the 
new  ministry's  acceptance.  And  lord  Temple 
eondenned  them  in  terms  of  acrimony :  he 
■aid,  if  they  had  followed  the  example  of  Mr. 
Pitt  and  himself,  in  refusing  the  allurements  of 
office,  the*  Favourite  must  have  submitted  to 
joch  conditions,  as  it  might  have  been  thought 
Booessary  to  impose  upon  him;  which  cer- 
tsinly  would  have  been  an  absolute  and  total 
exclusion  of  him  and  his  friends  from  every 
situation  and  channel  of  secret  communication 
with  the  sovereign :  there  must  have  been  an 
and  of  all  tliose  unhappy  suggestions  which 
had  alreadjr  distracted  the  kingdom,  and  roe- 
Baeed  the  introduction  of  further  misfortunes. 
This  might  be  called  rioleot  language,  but  it 
was  founded  in  truth  and  experience ;  and  al- 
though the  new  ministry  were  not  under  the 
iwflneiifm  of  the  Favourite,  yet  his  influence  was 
not  diminished ;  it  might,  perhaps,  be  said  to 
anffer  a  temporary  idiateraent,  or  rather  it  was 
his  own  policy  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  it, 
vntii  a  more  suitable  opportunity  occurred  for 


America,  for  the  exertion  of  all  the 
powers  <rf  government,  in  the  soppression 
of  riots  and  tumults,  and  in  theefiEectual 
support  of  lawful  authority. 

**  Whatever  remains  to  be  done  on  thia 
occasion,  I  commit  to  your  wisdom ;  not 
doubting  but  your  zeal  for  the  honour  of 
my  crown,  your  attention  to  the  just  rights 
and  authority  of  the  British  legisbture, 
and  your  aroction  and  concern  for  tha 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  all  my  pecple, 
will  guide  you  to  such  sound  and  prudent 
resolutions,  as  may  tend  at  once  to  pse- 
serve  those  constitutional  rishts  over  the 
colonies,  and  to  restore  to  them  that  har- 
mony and  tranquillity,  which  have  lately 
been  interrupted  by  riots  and  disordera  of 
the  most  dangerous  nature. 

**  If  any  mterations  should,  be  wanting 


making  another  display  of  his  power  and 
satilitv. 

**  The  new  ministry  had  this  apology  fairly 
to  offer.  Out  of  office  they  were  inadequate  to 
the  performance  of  any  service  to  their  coun- 
try  ;  but  in  office  they  might  accomplish  some- 
thing, thooffh  perhaps  not  so  much  as  they 
wished ;  and  undoubtedly  they  should  prevent 
sny  increase,  or  aggravation  of  the  public  dis- 
contents. These  motives  were  laudable.  Gra^ 
dutim  was  Mr.  Pitt's  own  word  in  a  former 
day.  They  might  reason  justly,  that  in  the 
present  unnappy  j^rtiality  of  4he  King^,  the 
constitutional  exercise  of  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment were  to  be  obtained  by  de^ees,  not  by 
hazarding  a  violent  convulsion  ofthe  state  ;  to 
which  point  some  of  them  feared  lord  Temple's 
inflexibility  might  possibly  extend. 

"  When  the  new  ministers  entered  their  of- 
fices, they  found  that  many  of  their  former 
subalterns  were  either  dead,  sequestered  in  re- 
tiremieqt,  or  allied  to  the  enemy :  even  the  first 
lord  of  the  treasury  was  at  a  loss  for  a  private 
secretary  of  competent  talents.  An  aocom- 
plisbed  commit  is  an  inestimable  character. 
Mr.  Fitzherbert,  of  Tissington,  in  Derbyshire, 
a  gentleman  of  unexampled  philanthropy,  and 
most  amiable  manners,  whose  ambition  waa 
benevolence,  and  whose  happiness  consisted  in 
the  administration  of  kinduess,  recommended 
to  his  lordship  Mr.  Edmund  Burke.  The 
British  dominions  did  not  at  that  time  furnish 
a  more  able  and  fit  person  for  that  important 
and  confidential  situation.  He  is  *  the  only 
man,  since  the  sge  of  Cicero,  who  has  united 
the  talents  of  speaking  and  writing,  with 
irresistible  force  snd  elq^ce.'  At  the  same 
time,  his  cousin,  Mr.  William  Burke,  ol 
equal  diligence,  penetration  and  integrity,  was 
made  secretary  to  general  Conway.  There 
was  no  private  interest  courted  or  gratified  b^ 
these  appointments.  The  merit  of  the  peraons 
was  their  recommendatiott."  life  of  JUord 
Chatham. 


SS]     T%e  En^i  Aimoer  to  ike  Aidreu 

ip  the  commercial  oeconomy  of  the  plan* 

titiM^  wjiich  msY  tend  to  enlarae  and 

lecare  Ihe  aiitiial  and  beneficial  inter- 

cnzoe  of  my  Idi^onis  and  colonies^  they 

li  desenre  your  most  aerioua  considera* 

doD.  lo  elbctuatinff  purposes  so  worthy 

if  yom  wisdom  and  pumic  spirit,  you 

my  depend  upon  my  most  hearty  con- 

anreDce  and  support.    The  present  happy 

tnuuniSftity  wm  subaistinff  in  Europe  wiU 

eoabie  yoo  to  pursue  8u<m  objects  of  our 

bterior  policy  with  a  more  uninterrupted 

attentioo. 

**  GcfltieoieB  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

"Ikveofdered  the  proper  estimates 
Cor  tbi  avrent  service  of  tne  year  to  be 
Ui  lidbre  you.  Such  suoplies  as  you 
BHf  gnot  shall  be  duly  applied  with  the 
flM  fidelity,  and  shaU  be  dispensed 
vitb  the  strictest  oec^nomy. 

"  Mj  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; 
^  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  to 
proceed  in  your  deliberations  with  temper 
aad  uDioimity.  The  time  requira^  and  I 
doobtaot  but  your  own  indunation  will 
'ead  joQ  to,  those  salutary  dispositions. 
IlunenotliiBgat  heart  but  the  assertion 
<^iesil  anthorify,  the  preservation  of  the 
li^Kffies  of  all  my  subjects,  the  equity  and 
good  Older  of  my  government,  and  the 
cDBoofd  and  prosperity  of  all  parts  of  my 


^Thanki.       A.  D.  1766. 
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The  UM  Adirm  of  ThanhA  His 
Majesty  Itaving  retired,  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
nuHith  moved  &efollowing  Address^  which 
»» agreed  to: 

''Moat Gracious  Sovereign ;  . 

^  We,  your  Majes^'s  most  loyal  and 
dotifiii  subjects,  the  lords  spiritual  and 
l^nl  in  parliament  assembled,  beg 
l^^e  to  return  our  heartv  and  most  un- 
'^gocd  thanks  to  your  Majesty,  for  your 
^^gndous  Speech  from  the  throne. 
.  "We  gratefully  admowledge  your  Ma- 
j^<  goodness  and  condescension,  in  or- 
^^  to  be  immediately  laid  before  us 
tutbe  materials  of  information,  which  may 
*^eto  direct  our  jproceedings  upon  the 
^^7  important  objects  whidi  your  Ma- 
^  haa  proposed  to  our  consideration. 

"  We  cnnot  avoid  expressing  our  satis- 
*^  in  your  Majesty's  parental  care 
^  glance,  in  losing  no  time  to  issue 
"^Deceasary  orders  for  exerting  the  se- 
^  powers  of  government,  in  the  sup- 
P'^on  of  riots  and  tumults,  and  the  sup- 
P<«.of  order  and  legal  authority.  Con- 
JJ"ing  heartily  with  your  Majesty's  salfc- 
"7  mte&tionsi  we  will  exert  our  iitmost 


endeavours  to  assert  and  support  your 
Majesty's  dienity  and  honour,  and  the  le- 
^isbtive  authority  of  this  kingdom  over 
Its  colonies ;  and  will  take  into  considera- 
tion  the  most  proper  methods  to  provide 
for  the  restoration  of  the  tranquillitv  of 
those  colonies,  which  has  been  disturbed 
b^  such  violent  and  dangerous  commo- 
tions. 

»  We  congratulate  your  Majesty,  that 
the  state  of  tranquillity,  so  happity  sub- 
sistinff  in  Europe,  leaves  us  at  leisure  to 
attend  to  the  mutual  commercial  concerns 
of  your  kingdoms  and  colonies. 

'*  Permit  us,  Sir,  to  condole  with  yoa 
on  the  loss  your  Majesty  and  your  royal 
fimiily  has  sustamed  by  the  premature 
death  of  his  royal  highness  prince  Frede- 
rick William,  whose  amkble  qualities  and 
early  attainments  afforded  so  pleasnig  a 
prospect  of  hqppiness  to  your  Majesty, 
and  of  advantage  to  your  kingdoms. 

**  Our  deliberations  will,  we  trust,  be 
conducted  with  that  prudence  and  temper 
which  your  Majestv  so  graciously  recom* 
mends.  You  will  find.  Sir,  that  our  sen- 
timents correspond  with  your  Majesty's 
gracious  intentions  towaros  all  your  mib- 
jects ;  and  that  all  thioffs  which  may  tend 
to  re-establish  tranqunii^  and  order,  and 
to  cement  the  several  parts  of  the  Britisli 
dominions  in  a  close  connection  and  con* 
stitutional  dependence,  shall  be  the  first 
objects  of  our  attention,  that  such  a  firm 
authority  may  be  established,  and  such  a 
general  satisuiction  diffused,  inei  every 
part  of  your  extensive  empire,  as  ought 
to  distinguish  the  government  c^  so  wlie^ 
so  just,  and  so  beneficent  a  prince." 


The  King's  Answer.^    His  Majesty 
turned  this  Answer : 

**  My  Lords; 
**  I  thuik  you  for  this  dutiful  and  loyat 
Address*  Your  firm  and  temperate  reso- 
lution to  support  the  dignity  or  my  crown, 
'and  the  le^^tive  authority  of  this  king* 
dom  ovetr  its  colonies;  your  care  at  the 
same  time  io  re-establish  order  and  tran* 
quillity  in  those  colonies;  and  your  re- 
gard to  the  prosperity  and  hi^piness  of  all 
my  people;  shew  dispositions  which  are 
altogether  worthy  of  your  wisdom,  and 
which  cannot  fail  of  producing  the  moal 
salutary  effects  both  at  home  and  abroad: 
you  will  find  me  unalterably  fixed  in  the 
same  intentions.  Your  a&ctionate  con^ 
dolence  on  the  death  of  my  brother  af- 
fords me  some  consolation  on  that  melaiip 
choly  occasion," 
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Debate  in  the  Ommma  os  M^  AtUrees 
iff  Thanks.'}  The  Commoni  being  re- 
turned to  their  Housey 

Lord  VilUers  moved,  **  That  an  hum- 
ble Address  be  presented  to  hb  Majesty, 
to  return  his  Majesty  our  most  humbU 
thanks  for  his  most  gracious  Speech  from 
the  throne. 

**  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  it  is  with 
the  highest  sense  of  his  Majesty's  good- 
ness we  acknowledge  diat  care  fbr  the| 
welfare  of  his  people,  and  that  confidence 
an  the  loyalty  and  affiBcdon  of  his  faithful 
Commons,  which  his  Majesty  shews  in  the 
eaiiy  communication,   his  Majesty   has 
been  pleased  to  order,  of  the  necessary 
informations  relative  to  the  disturbances  in 
•America ;  that  his  reliance  on  the  wisdom 
and  doty  of  his  parliament,  in  a  matter  of 
so  great  importance,   and  the  attention  > 
^ewn  by  his  Majesty,  in  referring  to  theu* 
deliberation  and  advice,  the  joint  concern 
of  his  Maiesty's  royal  authority,  the  rights  i 
of  his  parliament,  and  the  happiness  of  his  | 
aubjeots,  are  at  once  objects  of  our  highest 
admiration  and  gratitude. 

^  That  it  is  our  duty,  as  it  shall  be  our 
care  to  inntate  that  teooper  and  equani- 
flKty,  which  appear  in  his  Majesty's  con- 
duct, by  mixiue  with  our  seal  for  the  ho- 
nour of  his  Majesty's  government,  and 
witb  our  just  regard  for  the  dignity  and! 
authority  of  parliament,  the  utmost  atten-' 
lion  to  the  important  objects  of  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  these  kingdoms,  and; 
the  tend^st  eancem  for  the  United  inte- ' 
Mats  of  all  his  peNople. 
.  **  That  it  is  with  ineKpresnble  grief  we 
are  again  called  upon  to  condole  with  his 
Majesty,  on  the  death  of  another  prince  of 
)m  royal  family,  whose  amiable  disposition, 
and  whose  early  virtues  in  the  first  dawn  of 
life,  while  they  shew  him  worthy  of  the 
Uostrious  race*  he  sprung  from,  must  now 
^uble  our  regret  for  his  untimely  loss. 

**  That  the  genepad  state  of  peace  and 
iranquiility,  so  nappily  reigning  m  all  parts 
of  Europe,  must  give  the  greatest  satis- 
4hction  to  every  one,  who  hcui  any  concern 
ftr  the  true  interest  of  his  countiy,  or  who 
ink  for  the  general  happiness  of  man- 
load. 

^  That  *aiir  assistance  shall  not  be  want- 
ing, to  aid  his  Majesty  with  our  advice, 
and  to  strengthen  his  authority  for  the 
eantiauatioB  of  that  harmony,  so  happily 
prosowod  by  the  wisdom  of  his  Majesty's 
OouncilB  and  tlie  Mueace  of  Ihb  mud  au- 
apioious  goyamaient. 

«<Toas8ure  his  MajegtytbatweibaUy 


With  the  greatest  cfaeerfulnest,  gnant  his 
Miyesty  the  supplies  necessary  for  the 
current  service  of  the  year ;  haviDg  the 
firmest  reliance  on  the  promise  his  Majesty 
is  graciously  pleased  to  make,  of  seeing 
them  duly  affiled  with  that  coconomy, 
which  his  own  wisdom  will  direct,  and 
which  the  circumstances  of  this  country 
so  strongly  demand. 

**  That  the  unanimity  and  dispatch, 
which  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  recom* 
mend,  we  shall,  from  motives  both  of  duty 
and  inclination,  endeavour  to  make  the  rule 
of  our  proceedings;  being  sensible  that 
nothing  can  more  immediately  tend  to  add 
weight  to  the  deliberations  of  parliament, 
or  efficacy  to  their  resolutions. 

*^  That,  as  the  constant  tenor  of  hii 
Mqesty's  conduct  shews  that  the  happu 
ness  and  prosperity  of  his  people  are  tW 
sole  objects  or  his  concern,  we  should  be 
equally  wanting  in  duty  to  our  sovereigQ, 
and  care  for  our  own  honour,  did  we  s 
moment  neglect  our  patt  in  promoting  all 
auoh  wise  and  salutary  measures,  as  may 
tend  to  reflect  d^ity  on  his  Majesty^i 
government,  and  fix  the  wel&re  of  his 
people  on  the  most  solid  foundations." 

l^on  tiiis  motion  a  long  Debate*  en* 
sued.  The  gentlemen  in  support  of  the  i 
tnotinn  spoke  very  tenderly  <^the  dis*! 
turbances  raised  in  America,  in  oppositioBj 
to  the  Stamp  Act,  terming  Uiem  only  *  oc« 
currencea;'  whidi  give  gr^t  oSenc^to 
die  firiends  of  the  late  nuniatery  by  whom 
liiat  act  had  been  projected. 

Mr.  Nugent f  (afterwards  lord  Clare,)! 
insisted,  Thtit  tiie  honour  and  dignity  oC 
the  Idagdom  obliged  us  to  compel  thti 
execution  of  the  Stamp  Act,  except  the 
riflht  was  acknowledged,  and  the  repeal 
solicited  as  a  fiivour.  He  computed  tb 
expence  of  the  troops  now  employed  i 
America  for  their  defence,  as  he  called  i 
to  amount  to  nine  pence  in  the  pound 
our  land  tax ;  while  the  produce  of  th 
Stamp-act  would  not  raise  A  shilling  fl 
head  on  the  inhabitants  of  America ;  bd 

*  The  editor  of  the  Life  of  Lord  Chatbani 
states,  that  this  Debate  was  takeft  by  sir  Roberj 
Dean,  assisted  by  tbe  Earl  of  Cbarlemont.  A 
great  number  of  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland  fell 
themselves  deeply  iotereated  in  the  questioD  ol 
right  te  tax  AmericA,  aad  at  that  time  sbewH 
great  anxiety  upon  the  subject  The  wboll 
debate  was  published  in  tbe  year  1766,  in  th^ 
form  of  a  pamphlet,  iDlitled,  "  Political  Dfl 
batos,*'  and  to  evade  the  resentment  of  (h| 
House,  the  plaee  oT  impression  was  said  to  b 
Paris. 
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tbitipepper-com,  inaclmcmledgiiient  of 

thei^  was  of  more  yalae,  than  millioiiB 

wAkL  He  ezpttuited  on  the  extreme 

agntfftodeoftfaeoolooies;  andconduded 

f&  chir|^  the  ministry  with  encou- 

nging  pediiotts  to  parliament^  and  instruc- 

U9QS  to  memben  from  trading  and  maou- 

ktauDQ  town,  against  the  act. 

^  Mr.  Pttttpoke  next.    As  he  always 

b^  7ery  m,  and  as  every  body  was  in 

s^taKioQitliiififBtTisingy  his  introduction 

was  not  beodf  till  he  said,  I  came  to 

town  but  to-daj;*  I  was  a  stranger  to  the 

tenor  d  Ik  Majesty's  Speech,  and  the 

pvopoKd  Address,  till  I  heard  them  read 

u  m  HocBe.    Unconnected  and  uncon- 

su2(4I&8re  not  the  means  of  information ; 

JeakttMof  offending  through  mistake, 

AKJ  tbeidbre  beg  to  be  indulged  with  a 

sscood  reading  of  the  proposed  Address* 

[Tbe  Address  being  read,  Mr.  Pitt  went 

<»:]  He  commended  the  King's  Speech, 

approfed  of  the  Address  in  answer,  as  it 

<^cided  Dodiing.  every  gentleman  being 

left  at  perfect  liberty  to  take  such  a  part 

casceniBg  America,  as  he  might  aner- 

"*nfe  «e  fit.    One  word  only  he  could 

«rt«pprwre  of,  an  *  early,*  is  a  word  that 

does  not  belong  to  the  notice  the  ministry 

l^e  given  to  parliament  of  the  troubles 

^  America.    In  a  matter  of  such  impor- 

l^ce,  the  communication  ought  to  have 

^D  immediate :  I  speak  not  with  respect 

<o  parties;  I  stand  up  in  this  place  single 

3Qd  unconnected.     As  to  the  late  ministry 

(^irniog  himself  to  Mr.  Grenville,  who  sat 

^^  one  of  him)  every  capital  measure 

%  hare  takes,  has  been  entirely  wrong ! 

^  to  the  present  gentlemen,  to  those 

^leaitwbom  1  have  in  my  eye  (looking 

at  the  bench  where  Mr.  Conway  sat,  with 

t^  lords  of  the  treasury)  I  have  no  objec- 

||on;  Ihafe  never  been  made  a  sacrifice 

^7  ^7  of  them.    Their  characters  are 

m;  and  I  am  always  glad  when  men  of 

^^f  character  engage  in  his  Majesty's  ser- 

^  Some  of  them  have  done  me  the 

QOfioor  to  ask  my  poor  opinion,  before 

^7  wotild  engage.     These  will  do  roe 

^JQstice  to  own  I  advised  them  to  en- 

^;  but  notwitilistanding,  I  love  to  be 

^^t;  I  cannot  give  Uiem  mv  confi- 

7*^*1  pardon  me»  gentlemen,  (bowing 

Msenunifltiy)  confidence  is  a  plant  of 

Y*  S'owth  in  an  aged  bosom :  youth  is 

^•^  season  of  credidity;  by  comparing 

^^  vitb  each  other,  reasoning  from 

^^  to  causes,  methinks,    I   plainly 

J^^  the  traces  of  an  over-i^iling  in- 

l^OL.XVl.] 


There  is  a  clause  m  the  Act  of  Settle- 
menty  to  oblige  every  minister  to  sign  his 
name  to  the  advice  which  he  gives  his  so- 
verei^.  Would  it  were  observed!  I  have 
had  the  honour  to  serve  the  crown,  and  if 
I  could  have  submitted  to  influence,  I 
might  have  still  continued  to  serve;  but  I 
would  not  be  responsible  for  others.  I 
have  no  local  attacnments :  it  is  indifierent 
to  me,  whether  a  man  was  rocked  in  hia 
cradle  on  this  side  or  that  side  of  the 
Tweed.  1  sought  for  merit  wherever  it 
was  to  be  found.  It  is  my  boast,  that  I 
was  the  first  minister  who  looked  for  it, 
and  I  found  itMn  the  mountains  of  the 
north.  I  called  it  forth,  and  drew  it  into 
your  service,  an  hardy  and  intrepid  race  of 
men !  men,  who,  when  left  by  your  jea- 
lousy, became  a  prey  to  the  artifices  of 
your  enemies,  and  had  gone  nigh  to  have 
overturned  the  state,  in  the  war  before  the 
last.  These  men,  in  the  last  war,  were 
brought  to  com)>at  on  your  side:  they 
served  with  fidelity,  as  they  fought 
with  valour,  and  conauered  for  you  in 
every  part  of  the  worm :  detested  be  the 
national  reflections  against  them!  tliey 
are  unjust,  groundless,  illiberal,  un« 
manly.  When  I  ceased  to  serve  his  Ma- 
jesty as  a  minister,  it  wa9  not  the  country 
of  the  man  by  whidi  I  was  moved,  but  the 
man  of  that  country  wanted  wisdom,  and  * 
held  principles  incompatible  with  free- 
dom. 

It  is  a  long  time,  Mr.  Speaker,  since  £ 
have  attended  in  parliament.  When  the 
resolution  was  taken  in  the  House  to  tax, 
America,  I'  was  ill  in  bed.  If  I  could 
have  endured  to  have  been  carried  in  my 
bed,  so  great  was  the  agitation  of  my 
mind  for  the  consequences !  I  would  have 
solicited  some  kind  hand  to  have  laid  me 
down  on  this  floor,  to  have  borne  my  tes- 
timony against  it.  It  is  now  an  act  that 
has  passed ;  I  would  speak  with  decency 
of  eveiy  act  of  this  House,  but  I  must  beg 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  speak  of 
it  with  freedom. 

I  hope  a  day  may  be  soon  appointed  to 
consider  the  state  of  the  nation  with  res- 
pect to  America.  I  hope  gentlemen  wiQ 
come  to  tin's  debate  with  all  the  temper 
and  impartiality  that  his  Majesty  recom- 
mends, and  the  importance  of  the  subject 
requires.  A  subject  of  greater  importance 
than  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  this 
House  1  that  subject  only  excepted,  when 
near  a  century  ago,  it  was  the  question 
whether  you  yourselves  were  to  be  bounds 
or  free.    In  uic  mean  tipne^  as  I  cannot 
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depend  opoii  health  for  any  fiitufe  day, 
iueh  is  the  nature  of  my  mumitieSt  I  wiU 
beg  to  say  a  few  words  at  present,  leaving 
the  justice,  the  eqoity,  the  policy,  the  ex« 
pediency  of  the  act,  to  another  time.  ^  I 
will  only  speak  to  onepomt,  a  point  which 
seems  not  to  have  been  generally  under- 
stood, I  mean  to  the  right.  Some  gentle- 
men (alluding  to  Mr.  N^igent)  seem  to 
have  considend  it  as  a  point  of  iionour. 
If  gentlemen  consider  it  in  that  light,  they 
leave  all  measures  of  right  and  wrong,  to 
follow  a  delusion  that  may  lead  to  destruc- 
tion. It  is  my  opinion,  that  this  kingdom 
has  no  right  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the  colonies. 
At  tiie  same  time,  I  assert  the  authority  of 
this  kingdom  over  the  colonies,  to  be  so- 
vereign and  supreme,  in  every  circumstance 
of  government  and  l^islation  whatsoever. 
They  are  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom, 
equally  entitled  with  yourselves  to  ul  the 
natural  rights  of  mankind  and  the  peculiar 
privileffes  of  Enfflishmen.  Ec^ually  bound 
by  its  laws,  and  eouaUy  participating  of 
the  constitution  of  tnis  free  country.  The 
Americans  are  the  sons,  not  the  bastards, 
of  England.  Taxation  is  no  part  of  the 
governing  or  legislative  power.  The  taxes 
are  a  voluntary  m£t  and  a  rant  of  the  Com- 
mons alone.  In  legimtion  the  three 
estates  of  the  realm  are  alike  concern- 
ed, but  the"^  concurrence  of  the  peers 
and  the  crown  to  a  tax,  is  only  ne- 
cessary to  ddie  with  the  form  of  a  law. 
I  The  gift  and  grant  is  of  the  Com- 
mons done.  In  ancient  days,  the  crown, 
the  barons,  and  the  clergy  possessed  the 
lands.  In  those  days,  the  barons  and  the 
clergy  gave  and  granted  to  the  crown. 
Thqr  gave  and  granted  what  was  their 
own.  At  present,  since  the  discovery  of 
/  Amenca,  and  other  circumstances  per- 
j  mittiBg,  the  Commons  are  become  the 
>  proprietors  of  the  land.  The  crown  has 
divested  itself  of  its  great  estates.  The 
diurch  (God  bless  it)  has  but  a  pittance. 
The  property  of  the  Lords,  compalred  with 
that  of  tlie  Commons,  is  as  a  drop  of  water 
in  the  ocean:  and  this  House  repre- 
sents those  C<«unons,  the  proprietors 
of  the  lands;  and  those  proprietors 
virtually  represent  the  rest  of  the  in- 
habitants. When,  therefore,  in  this  House 
we  give  and  grant,  we  give  and  grant 
what  is  our  own.  But  in  an  American 
tax,  what  do  we  do  I  We,  your  Maiesty 's 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,jriye  and  grant 
to  your  Majesty,  what  ?  Our  own  pro- 
nerty  ?  No.  We  give  and  grant  to  your 
M^estyi.  the  property  of  your  Mi^ea^'s 


commoBS  of  America*    It  is  an  absurdity 
in  terms* 

The  distinction  between  legislation  and 
taxation,  is  essentially -necessaty  to  liberty. 
The  Crown,  the  Peers,  are  equ^y  l^da* 
tive  powers  with  the  Commons.  If  taxa- 
tion be  a  part  of  simple  legislation,  the 
Crown,  the  Peers,  have  rights  in  taction 
as  well  as  yourselves :  rights  which  they 
will  daim,  which  they  will  exercise,  when- 
ever the  principle  can  be  supported  by 
power. 

There  is  an  idea  in  some,  that  the  cdo- 
niea  arevirtually  represented  in  this  House. 
I  would  fidn  know  by  whom  an  American 
isrepresented  here  2  Is  he  represented  bv 
any  Knight  of  the  shire,  in  any  county  in  ibu 
kingdom  ?  Would  to  God  that  respectable 
representetion  was  augmented  to  a  greater 
number!  Or  will  you  tell  him,  that  he  is 
represented  by  any  representetive  of  s 
borough««a  borough,  which  perhaps,  its 
own  representative  never  saw.  This  is 
what  is  called,  *  the  rotten  part  of  the  con- 
stitution.' It  cannot  cootinne  the  cen* 
tury;  if  it  does  not  drop,  it  must  be  am* 
putated.  The  idea  of  a  virtual  represen- 
tation of  America  in  this  House,  is  the 
most  contemptible  idea  that  ever  entered 
into  the  heaa  of  a  man ;  it  does  not  de^ 
jerve  a  serious  refutation. 
^  The  Commons  of  America,  represented 
in  their  several  assemblies,  have  ever  been 
in  possession  of  the  exercise  of  thia,  thai 
constitutional  right,  of  giving  and  granting 
their  own  money.  They  would  have  been 
slaves  if  they  had  not  enjoyed  it.  At  the 
same  time,  this  kinadom,  as  the  supreme 
governing  and  legiuative  power,  lu»  al 
ways  bound  the  colonies  by  her  laws,  b] 
her  regulations,  and  restrictiona  in  trad^ 
in  navigation,  in  manufactures,  in  evex] 
thing,  except  that  of  taking  their  monej 
out  of  their  pockets  without  their  consent 
Here  I  would  draw  the  line, 
*  Qww  nitim  citnqve  neqolt  canuimn  rectum 
He  concluded  with  a  familiar  Toice  ani 
tone,  but  so  low  that  it  waa  not  easy  t 
distinguish  what  he  said.  A  connderabl 
pause  ensued  after  Mr.  Pits  had  don 
speaking. 

Mr.  Conway  at  length  got  up.  He  said 
he  had  been  waiting  to  aee  whether  an; 
answer  would  be  ^ven  to  what  had  bee 
advanced  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  n 
serving  himself  for  the  reply :  but  as  non 
had  been  given,  he  had  only  to  dedaH 
that  his  own  sentiments  were  entirely  con 
formable  to  those  of  the  i%ht  hon.  gentle 
mafr— That  they  are  ao  oonfbnnaUe,  I 
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nii,!  a  circQiiifttaiioe  Aal  aftcte  me 

wtt  BXMt  teoiiUe  {deature,  and  doea  me 

tkgnneit  lioaoQr.    Bat  two  thioga  fdl 

tei  durt  gentleman,  which  give  me  pau, 

aiiiiteverftUafirom  that  gentleman,  (alia 

£)0D  10  great  a  height  as  to  make  a  deep 

iapnoiM.   I  mast  endeavoar  to  remore 

k.  It  wai  objected,  that  the  notice  given 

topsriismeolof  the  troables  in  America 

vasnoieiilf.  I  can  assure  the  House, 

the  fintaooaants  were  too  vague  and  im- 

perfecttak  vorth  the  notice  of  parlia- 

nent  h  k  oaly  of  kte  that  they  have 

beoD  |X8«  sad  fidL    An  o ver-*rujing  in- 

floeooekisho  been  hinted  at    Iseeno- 

iim§tfk;  1  led  nothing  of  it;   I  dis- 

Amiki  myself,  and  (as  fiur  aa  my  dis- 

caaneDt  cm  reach),  for  all  the  rest  of 

u  ntjjoffn  muusten, 

Mr.  Ptimd  in  aoawer  to  Mr.  Conway, 

IkeicoKis  a  valid  one,  if  it  is  a  just 

0D&  Hit  must  appear  from  the  papers 

Bov  befare  the  Honae. 

Mr.  Gmndfe  next  stood  up.  He  be- 
gp  wMi  censuring  the  ministry  very  se- 
vcreij,  ibr  delaying  to  give  eailler  notice 
tpptriinKnt  of  the  disturbances  in  Ame- 
noL  Hessid,  They  began  in  July,  and 
B0V  ve  are  in  the  mt<&le  of  January ; 
^  they  were  only  oocurrenoes,  they 
^  Dov  gnmn  to  disturbancea,  to  tumolto 
*^rioti.  ldoid>t  they  border  on  open 
jvMlioQ;  and  if  the  doctrine  I  have 
mdthiB  day  be  confinned,  1  lear  they 
^iosethstname  to  takethat  of  revolu* 
^  The  government  over  them  being 
^▼cd,  a  revolution  will  take  place  in 
^lomt-  1  cannot  understand  the  dif- 
^^'^oet  between  external  end  internal 
'■ttt.  They  are  the  same  in  efiect,  and 
l^dibr  in  name.  That  this  kinsdom 
^teiOTereign,  the  supreme  legisbtive 
F^*v  over  America,  is .  granted.  It  can- 
^bedenied;  and  taxation  is  a  part  of 
^  ttvereign  power.  It  is  one  branch  of 
^kgidation.  It  is,  it  has  been  exerds- 
^  over  thoee  who  nre  not^  who  were 
jl^tt  represented.  It  is  exercised  over 
^  Inifaa  Company,  the  inerchants  of 
^'^'Bdoii,  tiie  proprietors  of  the  stocks,  and 
vrermDjr^reatmanuflUlaring  towns.  It 
*a  eietcised  over  the  paiatsaate  of  Ches- 
w,nd  the  bishopric  of  Durfamn,  before 
^  leat  any  representatives  to  parlia- 
}^  I  appeal,  for  proof,  to  tlie  pream- 
Ue*  of  the  acta  whidi  nave  them  repre- 
f^ves:  the  one  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
^the  odicr  m  that  of  Charles  2.  [Mr. 
^f^B^  then  quoted  the  aetsi  and  diasir- 
^  ^  they  au^  be  read ;  which  bemg 


done,  he  said :]  When  I  proposed  to  tax 
America,  I  asked  the  House,  if  any  gen- 
deman  would  object  to  the  right;  Tre- 
peatedly  asked  it,  and  no  man  would  aU 
tempt  to  deny  it.  Pferotection  and  obedi- 
ence are  reciprocal.  Great  Britain  pro- 
tects America;  America  is  bound  toyidd 
obedience.  If  not,  tell  me  when  the 
Americans  were  emandpated?  When 
they  want  the  protection  of  this  kingdom, 
they  are  always  very  ready  to  ask  it.  That 
protection  has  always  bemi  affiirded  them 
m  the  most  full  and  ample  manner.  The 
nation  has  run  itself  into  an  immense  debt 
to  give  them  their  protection ;  and  now 
they  are  called  upon  to  contribute  a  amal 
shaire  towards  the  public  expence,  an  ex- 
pence  arising  from  themselves,  Hiev  re- 
nounce your  authority,  insidt  your  officers^ 
and  bvetk  out,  I  might  almost  say,  into 
open  rebellion.  The  seditious  spirit  of  the 
colonies  owes  iu  birth  to  the  tactions  in 
this  House.  Gentlemen  are  careless^ of 
the  consequences  of  what  they  sav,  pro- 
vided it  answers  the  purposes  of  oppo- 
sition. We  were  told  we  trod  on  tender 
Sxiund;  we  were  bid  to  expect  disobe- 
ence.  What  was  this,  but  telUng  the 
Americans  to  stand  out  against  the  law, 
to  encourage  their  obstinacy  widi  the  ex- 
pectation m  support  from  hence?  Let  us 
only  hold  out  a  little,  they  would  say,  our 
friends  will  soon  be  in  power.  Ungrate- 
ful people  of  America !  Bounties  have  been 
extended  to  thenu  When  I  had  the  ho- 
nour of  servinff  the  crown,  while  you 
yourselves  were  loaded  with  an  enormow 
debt,  you  have  given  bounties  on  their 
lumber,  on  their  iron,  their  hemp,  and 
many  other  articles.  You  have  relaxed, 
in  their  favour,  the  Act  of  Navigation,  that 
palladium  of  the  British  commerce ;  and 
yet  I  have  been  abused  in  dl  the  public 
papers  as  an  enemy  to  the  trade  of  Ame- 
rica. I  have  been  particukriy  chaqsed 
with  giving  orders  and  instructions  to  pre- 
vent the  Spanish  trade,  and  thereby  stop- 
ping the  oiannel,  by  which  alone  North 
America  used  to  be  soppUed  with  cash  for 
remittances  to  this  country.  I  defy  any 
man  to  prodace  any  aocli  orders  or  in- 
structions.  I  discouraged  no  trade  but 
what  was  illicit,  what  was  prohibited  1^ 
act  of  parliament.  I  desire  a  West  India 
merchant,  wdl  known  in  the  city  (Mr. 
Long],  a  gentleman  of  character,  may  be 
examined.  He  wiU  tell  you,  that  I  offer- 
ed to  do  everv  thing  in  my  power  to  ad- 
vance the  trade  of  America.  1  was  id>ove 
giving  ad  answer  to  Anonymous  calumnies  t 
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but  in  this  place,  it  becomes  one  to  wipe 
off  the  aspersion. 

Here  Mr.  Grenville  ceased.  Several 
members  fot  up  to  speak,  but 

Mr.  PUi  seeming  to  rise,  tlie  House 
was  so  clamorous  for  Mr.  Pitt !  Mr.  Pitt ! 
that  the  Speaker  wqs  obliged  to  call  to 
order.  After  obtaining  a  uttle  quiet,  he 
aaid,  *  Mr.  Pitt  was  up !'  who  be^Bui  with 
informing  the  House,  That  be  did  not 
mean  to  nave  gone  any  further  upon  the 
subject  that  day:  that  he  had  only  de- 
aiened  to  have  thrown  out  a  few  iiints, 
which,  centlemen  who  were  so  confident 
of  the  right  of  this  kingdom  to  send  taxes 
to  America,  might  consider ;  might,  per- 
hajpBy  reflect  in  a  cooler  moment,  that  the 
right  was  at  least  equivocal.  But  since 
ihe  gentleman,  who  spoke  last,  had  not 
•topped  on  that  ground,  but  had  gone  into 
the  whole;  into  Uie  justice,  the  equity,  the 
policy,  the  expediency  of  the  Stamp- Act, 
as  well  as  into  the  right,  he  would  follow 
him  through  the  whole  field,  and  combat 
bis  arguments  on  every  point. 

He  was  going  on,  when 

Lord  Strange  got  up,  and  called  both 
the  gentlemen,  Mr,  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Gren- 
ville, to  order.  He  said,  they  had  both 
departed  from  the  matter  before  the 
House,  which  was  the  King's  Speech; 
and  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  goine  to  speak 
twice  on  the  same  debate,  although  the 
House  was  not  in  a  committee. 

Mr.  George  Onslow  answered.  That 
they  were  both  in  order,  as  nothing  had 
been  said,  but  what  was  fairly  deducibie 
from  the  King's  Speech ;  and  appealed  to 
the  Speaker.  The  Speaker  decided  in 
Mr.  Onslow's  favour. 

Mr.  Pitt  said,  I  do  not  apprehend  I  am 
speaking  twice:  I  did  expressly  reserve  a 
part  of  mv  subject,  in  oraer  to  save  the 
time  of  this  House,  but  I  am  compelled  to 
proceed  in  it.  I  do  not  speak  twice; 
1  only  finish  what  I  designedly  left  im- 
perfect. But  if  the  House  is  of  a  difierent 
opinion,  far  be  it  from  me  to  indulge  a 
wish  of  tranmression,  against  order.  I 
am  content,  if  it  be  your  pleasure,  to  be 
silent.-— Here  he  paused— The  House  re- 
Bounding  with,  *  Go  on,  go  on ;'  he  pro- 
ceeded: ^ 
'  Gentlemen,  Sir,  ^to  the  Speaker)  iS 
have  been  charged  with  giving  birth  to 
aedition  in  America.  They  have  spoken 
their  sentiments  with  freedom,  against 
-this  unhappy  act,  and  that  freiMlom  has 
become  their  crime.  Sorry  I  am  to  hear 
the  liberty  of  speech  m  tnis  House,  imp 
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poted  aS'  a  criose.    But  the  imptttation 


a  criflse. 
shall  not  discourage  me.  It  is  a  libertj  I 
mean  to  exercise.  No  gentleman  ought 
to  be  afraid  to  exercise  it.  It  ii  a  libertj 
by  which  the  gentleman  who  calumniates 
it  might  have  profited.  He  ought  to 
have  profited.  He  ought  to  have  desisted 
from  iiis  project.  The  gentleman  tells 
us,  Amenca  is  obstinate;  America  k 
almost  in  open  rebellion.  I  rejoice  that 
America  has  resisted.  Three  millions 
of  people,  so  dead  to  all  the  feelings  of 
liberty,  as  voluntarily  to  submit  to  be 
slaves,  would  have  been  fit  instruments  to 
make  slaves  of  the  rest.  I  come  not  here 
armed  at  all  points,  with  law  cases  and 
acts  of  parliament,  with  the  statute-book 
doubled  down  in  dogs-ears,  to  defend  tlie 
cause  of  libert}':  if  I  had,  I  myself  would 
have  cited  the  two  cases  of  Chester  and 
Durham.  I  would  have  cited  them,  to 
have  shewn,  that,  even  under  any  arbitraiy 
reigns,  parliaments  were  ashamed  of  tax- 
ing a  people  without  their  consent,  and  al- 
lowed them  representatives.  Why  did  the 
gentleman  confine  himself  to  Chester  nd 
Durham  ?  He  might  have  taken  a  higher 
example  in  Wales ;  Wales,  that  never  was 
taxed  by  parliament,  till  it  was  incorpo- 
rated. I  would  not  debate  a  particular 
Eoint  of  law  with  the  gentleman :  I  know 
is  abilities.  I  have  been  obliged  to  hk 
diligent  researches.  But,  for  the  defence 
of  liberty  upon  a  general  principlet  upon  a 
constitutional  principle,  it  is  a  ground  on 
which  I  stand  firm  ;  on  which  I  dare  meet 
anyman.  The  gentleman  tells  us  of 
many  who  are  taxed,  and  are  not  repre- 
sented— ^The  India  company,  merchante, 
stock-holders,  manufacturers.  ^  Surely 
many  of  these  are  represented  in  other 
capacities,  as  owners  of  land,  or  as  fre^ 
men  of  boroughs.  It  is  a  misfortune  that 
more  are  not  actually  represented.  Bat 
they  are  all  inhabitants,  and,  as  such,  are 
virtuaUy  represented.  Many  have  it  "> 
their  option  to  be  actually  represeniwi- 

They   have,  connexions  with  those  that 
•^       -  -  -  -  them* 


elect,  and  they  have  influence  over  «»»' 
The  gentleman  mentioned  the  rt«*- 
holders:  I  hope  he  does  not  reckon  tAe 
debts  of  the  nation  as  a  part  of  the  na- 
tional estate.  Since  the  accession  otkiDfi 
William,  many  ministers,  some  of  g^ 
others  of  more  moderate  abihues,  naw 


bringing ^ ,       ,^^  . 

giving  a  shoit  sketch  of  the  characters 
each  of  them.     None  of  theie,  he  a*"^ 
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tkHH^  or  erer  dreamed,  <»f  robbing  the 
colflBS    of  their    contlitutiona]    rishts. 
Hit  vH  reserved  to  mark  the  era  of  the 
ke  •dminiatratioii :  not  that  there  were 
vanting  some,  when  I  had  the  honoar  to 
serve  his  Majesty,  to  propose  to  me  to 
burn  mj  fingers  with  an  American  Stamp- 
Act.    Wi&  the  enemy   at   their  back, 
vith  oar  bayonets  at  their  breasts,  in  the 
day  of  their  distress,  perhaps  the  Ameri« 
cans  would  hare  submitted  to  the  imposi- 
tion ;  but  itwoold  hare  been  taking  an  un- 
generoB^asd  onjust  advantage,  "nie  ^n- 
tlemaa  beasts  of  his  bounties  to  Amenca ! 
Areaot  those  bounties  intended  finally  for 
the  benefit  of  this  kingdom  i  If  they  are 
not^hthta  misapplied  the  national  trea- 
smti.  I  am  no  courtier  of  America,  1  stand 
up  for  this  kingdom.    I  maintain,  that  the 
parliament  has  a  right  to  bind,  to  restrain 
America*    Our  legislative  power  over  the 
odonka     Is    sovereign     and     supreme. 
When  it  ceases  to  be  sovereign  and  su- 
preme, I  would  advise  every  sentleman  to 
aeil  Iw  lands,  if  he  can,  ioA  embark  for 
that  ceontry.     When  two  countries  are 
connected  together,  like  England  and  her 
colooieay  witnont  being  incorporated,  the 
one  moat  necessarily  govern ;  the  greater 
must  rule  the  le»;  but  so  rule  it,  as  not 
to  contradict  the  fundamental  principles 
that  are  common  to  both. 

If  the  gentleman  does  not  understand 
the  dii&erence  between  internal  and  exter- 
nal taxes,  I  cannot  help  it;  but  there  is  a 
plain  distinction  between  taxes  levied  for 
the  pmposes  of  raising  a  revenue,  and 
daties  imposed  for  the  regolation  of  trade, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  subject; 
althoi^,  in  the  conoeouences,  some  re- 
venue might  incidentally  arise  from  the 
latter. 

The  gentleman  asks,  when  were  the> 
colonies  emancipated  ? »  But  I  desire  to 
kmm^  when  they  were  made  slaves  ?  But 
I  dwdl  not  upon  words.  When  I  had  the 
bonour  of  serving  his  Majesty,  I  availed 
myself  of  the  means  of  information,  which 
I  derived  from  my  office:  I  speak,  there- 
fore, from  knowledge.  My  materials 
were  good.  I  was  at  pains  to  collect,  to 
digest,  to  consider  them;  and  I  will  be 
'iiM  to  affirm,  that  the  profits  to  Great 
Britaio  from  the  trade  of  the  colonies, 
through  all  its  branches,  is  two  millions  a 
year.  This  is  the  fund  that  carried  you 
triumphantly  through  the  last  war.  The 
estates  that  were  rented  at  two  thousand 
pounds  a  year,  threescore  years  ago,  are 
at  three   thousand  pounds  at  present. 


Thosd  estates  sold  then  finara  fifteen  ttf 
eighteen  years  purchase ;  the  same  may 
be  now  sold  for  thirty.  You  owe  this  to 
America.  This  is  the  price  that  America 
pays  yott  for  her  protection.  And  shall  a 
miserable  financier  come  with  a  boast, 
that  he  can  fetch  a  pepper-corn  into  the 
exeheqaer,  to  the  loss  of  millions  to  the 
nation !  I  dare  not  say,  how  mudi  higher 
these  profits  may  be  augmented.  Omit- 
ting ihe  immense  increase  of  people,  by 
natuial  ixmulation,  in  the  northern  colo- 
nies, ana  the  migration  firom  every  part  of 
Europe,  I  am  convinced  the  whi^  com- 
meft»al  system  of  America  may  be  altered 
to  advantage.  You  have  prohibited, 
where  you  ought  to  have  encouraged ;  and 
vou  have  encouraged  where  you  ought  to 
have  prdiibited.  Improper  restraints 
have  been  kid  on  the  conthient,  in  fiivour 
of  the  iskmds.  You  have  but  two  nations 
to  trade  with  in  America.  Would  you 
had  twenty !  Let  acts  of  pariiament  in 
consequence  of  treaties  remain,  but  let 
not  an  English  minister  beoome  a  custom- 
house officer  for  Spain,  or  for  any  foreign 
power.  Much  is  wrong,  much  may  be 
amended  for  the  general  good  or  the  / 
whole.  .*-— / 

Does  the  gentleman  complam  he  has 
been  misrepresented  in  the  public  prints  i 
It  is  a  common  misfortune.  In  the  Spa- 
nish a&ir  of  the  httt  war,  I  was  abused  in 
all  the  news-papers^  for  havine  advised  his 
Majesty  to  violate  the  law  ofnations  with 
regard  to  Spain.  The  abuse  was  indos- 
triouslj  circulated  even  in  hand-bills.  If 
administration  did  not  propagate  the 
abuse,  administration  never  contradicted 
it.  I  will  not  say  what  advice  I  did  give  to 
the  King.  My  advice  is  in  writing,  signed 
bv  myself,  in  the  possession  of  the  crown. 
But  I  will  say,  what  advice  I  did  not  give 
to  the  King :  I  did  not  advise  him  to  vio- 
late any  of  the  hiws  ofnations. 

As  to  the  report  of  the  gentleman's 
preventing  in  some  way  Uie  trade  for  bul- 
lion with  the  Spaniards,  it  was  spoken 
of  so  confidently,  that  I  own  I  am  one'of 
those  who  did  believe  it  to  be  true. 

The  gentleman  must  not  wonder  he  was 
not  contradicted,  when,  as  the  minister,  he 
asserted  the  right  of  parliament  to  tax 
America.  I  know  not  how  it  is,  bnt  th^ 
is  a  modesty  in  this  House,  which  do^ 
not  chuse' to  contradict  a  minister.  I  wish 
gentlemen  would  get  the  better  of  thft 
modesty.  Even  that  Chaw,  Sir,  looks  too 
dim  towafds  St  James's.  If  they  do 
not,  perhaps,  the  coUective  body  may  be* 
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«Dto  abate  of  its  f^Bpecl  fi»r  the  npie- 
leotative.  Lord  Bacon  had  told  me>  that 
agreat  quesiion  would  not  fail  of  being 
totaled  at.one  time  oria&other.  I  waa  will- 
ing to  agitate  that  at  the  proper  jeaaon, 
the  German  ware  my  German  war,  they 
edled  it.  Every  session  I  called  out, 
Hasany  body  any  objectionstothe  German 
war?  Nobody  would  object  to  it,  one  gen- 
tleman onW  excepted,  since  removed  to 
the  upper  House,  li;^  suoceasion  to  an  an- 
cient barony,  (meanmglordle  Despenoer, 
fimnerly  sir  Francis  Dadiwood;)  ne  told 
me,  ^  he  did  net  like  a  German  war/'  I 
honoured  the  man  for  it,  and  was  sorry 
when  he  was  turned  out  of  his  post 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  without 
daors,  of  the  power»  of  the  strength  of 
America.  It  is  a  topic  that  ought  to  be 
cautiously  meddled  with.  In  a  cood 
gfnittft,  on  a  sound  bottom,  the  force  of  this 
GounUy  can  crush  America  to  atoms.  1 
know  the  valour  of  your  troops.  I  know 
the  skill  of  your  officers.  There  is  not  a 
company  of  foot  that  luis  served  in  Ame* 
rica,  out  c^  which  you  mav  not  pick  a  man 
of  sufficient  knowle^  and  experience,  to 
mdce  a  governor  of  a  colony  there.  But 
on  this  ground,  on  the  Stamp  Act,  when 
so  many  here  wiU  think  it  a  crying  injus- 
tice, I  ajn  one  who  will  lift  up  my  hands 
i^^ainstit. 

In  such  a  cause,  your  success  would  be 
haxardous.  America,  if  she  fell,  would 
fidl  like  a  strong  man.  She  would  em- 
brace the  pillars  of  the  stato,  and  puU 
down  the  constitution  alone  widi  her.  Is 
this  your  boastod  peace  ?  l^et  to  sheath 
the  sword  in  its  sad>bard,  but  to  sheath  it 
in  the  bowels  of  your  countrymen  ?  Will 
vou  quarrel  with  yourselves,  now  the  whole 
House  of  Bourbon  is  united  against  you  ? 
j^hile  France  disturbs  your  fisheries  in 
Newfoundland,  embarrasses  your  slave 
trade  to  Africa,  and  withholds  from  jrour 
sobjecta  in  Canada,  their  property  stipu- 
lated by  lareaty;  wfafle  the  ransom  for  the 
l^lftiiifllAfl  it  denied  by  Spain,  and  its  gal«> 
lent .  conqueror  basely  traduced  into  a 
mean  plui^Leier,  a  gentleman,  (colonel 
Pruier^  whose  noble  and  generous  spirit 
would  do  honour  to  the  proudest  grandee 
of  the  country.  The  Aotiericans  mive  not 
acted  in  all  things  with  prudence  and  tem- 

Cr.  They  have  been  wronged.  They 
ve  been  driven  to  madness  t^  iigustioe. 
Will  you  punish  diem  for  the  madnen 
you  have  occasioned?  Rather  let  prudence 
and  temper  come  first  from  this  side.  I 
wOl  undertake  for  Americay  that  she 


lM§ie  OH  tke  Mirmtf  Thanh. 
follow  the  example.    Tliere 


to  his  wife,  so  applicable  to  you  and 
colonies,  that  I  cannot  hop 
them: 

« Be  to  bcr  fauks  a  little  Mind  « 

*  Be  lo  her  ? irtocs  very  load.' 

Upon  the  whole,  I  will  beg  leave  tol 
the  House  what  is  reallv  my  opinion. 
is,  that  the  Stamp  Act  be  repealed    ' 
lutely,  totally,  and  immediately, 
reason  for  the  repeal  be  assigned, 
it  was  founded  on  an  erroneoua  ^ 
Atdhesame  time,  let  thesoverewn  aoll 
ri^  of  this  country  over  the  cofonie^^ 
asserted  in  as  strong  terms  as  can  be ' 
vised,  and  be  made  to  extend  to 
point  of  legislation  whatsoever.     TIst 
may  bmd  their  trade,  confine  their 
fiu:tures,  and  exercise  every  power 
soever,  except  that  of  takme  their 
out  of  their  pockets  without  weir 

Mr.  Nickolion  Cahert  said : 

Sir ;  I  last  year  gave  my  vote 
laying  a  stamp  doty  in  North  Ai 
the  right  of  tne  legislature  of  Greaa 
tarn  was  not  then  oilled  in  question  : 
I  must  confess  I  did  then  think  bg 
could  be  founded  more  upon  the 
of  equity  and  fairness,  than  for  Ai 
to   support  that  force  which  was  to 
maintained  merdyandsoidy  finrhtt'" 
fit  and  protection. 

I  have,  Sir,  smce  that  time  akered 
opinion.    I  think.  Sir,  it  ill  behovea 
member  of  this  House  to  diange  hia 
nion  lightly.    I  therefi^re  b^  leave,  in 
diortest  manner  I  am  able,  to  lay  ~ 
the  House  those  reasons  which  hiave 
induced  me  to  change  my  opinion  § 
the  same  time  not  presumio^  to  think 
thinff  I  can  lay  before  the  House  can 
the  least  weignt  or  addition  to  the 
opinions  which  have  been  already 

but  merely  as  an  apolo^  for  my  own 

duct  in  this  great  and  important  buaineal. 

On  the  outset  of  this  great  afiur,  8ir» 
two  opinions,  both  equally  true,  (thoi^ 
carrymg  with  them  a  seeming  contradio- 
tion  in  this  particular^  were  set  before  us. 
Hie  one,  that  in  dl  free  countries  no  one 
can  be  taxed  but  by  himself,  or  repreaen- 
tative«    The  other,  that  there  never  was 

-   "  - 

•  "  Id  the  coursie  of  this  debase,  Mr.  £d- 
mand  Barke  made  his  first  speech  in  parlia- 
ment ;  and  Mr.  Pitt  eemplittented  him  upon 
it,  iaterms  peeuNarly  fliiterfBg  to  a 
."  Life  of  hnrd  Chatham. 


befi 


nvj 


Tk$  Cwmmnnif  Adirus  efThmJtt. 


A.  D.  ITM* 


[lit 


ny  cooBUy^SHwe  the  Craatioii,  whar* 
there  mm  noC  Miaewlieie  lodnd^  lor  tb« 
MperiateadhuMgr  of  llie  whme,  one  au- 
praoB  lcj|wiliiFC  aiithori^i  ooiitroliogy  di* 
fectbgy  aad  govemiog  Ibe  wbde* 

Af  to  ikm  fint  propoatioBy  no  doubt  of 
it,  it  »,  according  to  all  the  authors  who 
hate  ever  wrote  upon,  that  aubjecC^  the 
very  ciiteiioQ  of  liberty ;  there  la  no  lover 
of  liberty  bat  tieata  it  aa  auch.    Theri^ 
hon.  gwiflf— I  (Mr.  Pitt)  reaaoning  upon 
tlua   aobJKl^  *<  That  the  Americana  mi- 
grating  frooi  Ihia  country,  carrying  with 
them  m  the  i%hta  of  free*born  £ngliah« 
men,  Mnwling  through  the  greatest  hard- 
dups  aadSS^tiea,  having  at  laat  found- 
ed Kbit  which  will   one  day  produce  a 
m^g^f  empire,  having  liveci  uninterrupt- 
eSh  iat  the  space  of  near  two  centuries, 
int&oot  any  internal  tax  laid  upon  them; 
that  the  moment  you  lay  that  tax  upon 
them,  they  are  that  inatant  alavea;  for 
they  that  moment  ceaae  to  have  any  pro- 
perty, when  you  have  once  confirmea  an 
aothocity  af  taking  any  part  of  that  pro- 
petty  ainy,  unhevd,  imiepreaented,  that 
you  have  the  aaone  right  to  every  fiirdiing 
tWare  worth,  aa  to  any  part  of  it." 

Imnstoam,  Sir,theaeargumentaatruck 
deep  mfto  my  mind ;  I  aaw  the  right  him. 
pntlenaan'a  reaaonmg  founded  on  the 
broad  baaia  of  liberty,  and,  for  ought  I 
Imow,  of  aomd  Dolicy«  But  alaa,  Sirl 
I  could  not  at  tne  aame  time  but  moat 
heartily  Iran  my  aoul  lament  the  truly 
depbrafale  state  of  thia  country;  the  pre* 
sent  cenemtiosi  (and  I  aee  not  any  proa* 
pect  for  the  aucceeding  one  more  iHromia- 
tag)  passmg  avray  in  beggary  and  oistreaa, 
all  reaooroea  whatever  cot  0%  and  all  tUa 
far  oar  futore  benefit  and  advantage.  God 
send  it  may  so  prove  I 

Bat,  Sir,  aa  thia  matter  baa  been  cut 
short  by  the  reaolution  of  thia  Houae; 
that  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  baa, 
ia  a[I  cama  whatever,  a  right  to  la^  taxea 
npoa  her'colooiea ;  Uie  great  question  now 
befiire  you,  I  thiidc,  may  be  confined  to 
twopomta;  that  having  thia  ri^t,  how 
&r  joa  may  be  able  to  carry  it  mto  exe- 
cQtum?  Ghr»  being  able  to  carry  it  into 
oecatiOB,  how  fiur  it  may  be  thought  pro- 
per  and  prudent  to  exert  that  authority 
vider  the  preaent  aituation  ? 

Sir,  it  baa  alwaya  been  my  opinion,  to 
%  any  taxea  upon  a  numeroua  people, 
<teted  aa  the  Americana  are,  without 
tWroonaentyiaimpoaaible.  Itia  a  widely 
^iftrent  tfarac.  Sir,  the  qoeOing  a  patoy 
not  in  MoorfiUay  or  BIoomaboryHiquaie^ 


to  thai  of  making  two  adlioM  oTpebidc^ 
diatribotad  from  one  cooMr  of  the  Amo* 
rican  continent  to  Ui«i  otoer,  all  mMttimona 
in  the  opini<fti  of  r^l^^heiaff  on  their  aide^ 
subout  to  your  deoiaisna.  It  matters  littlw 
to  the  qoeation,  whether  they  are  in  dm 
right  or  not;  they  thmk  themaelyea  ao. 

Can  thia  be  done  but  by  force?  Tho^ 
thoui^t  of  putting  it  to  Ae  trial.  Sir, 
atrikca  me  with  horror  I  Let  ua  not,  Sv, 
drive  them  to  despair;  the  despair  of  a 
bmve  people  alwaya  toma  to  courage: 
thai  courage  onoe  exerted,  God  known 
what  may  be  the  end  of  it.  But,  ahnl 
will  thoae  miafortunaa  await  the  Aroericami 
alone !  What  muat1>eoome  of  your  own 
manufiusturers  here  at  home,  whfle  this 
contest  ia  carrying  on  hi  America  ?  Will 
the  many  diouaanda  of  thia  country,  who 
depend  on  your  American  trade  for  iheur 
aupport,  remain  quiet,  vrithout  Tictoab  to 
eat,  till  you  have  made  the  Americana 
aubmitby  force  of  arma?  I  mudi  doubt 
whether  the  miachief  may  not  be  broi^it 
t<i  your  own  doora  long  before  the  con&t 
ia  ended. 

Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  notwithstanding 
the  right  ia  now  ao  indubitably 
the  legialature  of  thia  countr^  ^ 
atanding  you  were  certain  by  force  of 
to  oarry  that  reaolution  into  executiooy 
jret  I  for  one  ahould  be  of  opmion,  diat 
ri^i^  and  that  ability  to  exerciae  diat 
ri^^  ia,  at  this  tone,  neither  proper  nor 
expedient  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

The  Ommoiu^  Addrm  of  SHIanif.] 
The  Addreaa  waa  then  agreedto  without  n 
diviaiott,  aa  foUowa : 

<'  Moat  Oraoioua  Sovereign, 

**  We,  your  Majeaty'a  most  dntifiil  and 
loval  aubjecta,  the  Commona  of  Grant  Bii^ 
tain,  m  parliament  aaaemUedi  return  ymv 
Majeaty  our  moat  humble  thanka  for  yoor 
moat  giadeua  Speech  firom  die  threne. 

<*  It  ia  with  tne  higheat  acnae  of  yonr 
Majesty's  goodneaa  we  acknowledge  thai 
care  for  Ae  welfiire  of  yoor  peopm^  and 
that  confidence  in  the  loyalty  and  aiSictwn 
of  TOur  faithfiil  Commons,  which  yoor 
Majeaty  ahewa  in  the  garly  commonicatien 
your  Majeaty  baa beenpSsaed  to  order^ 


of  the  neceaaary  informatiotia  relative  to 
the  dtaturbancea  m  America.  Your  rah* 
ance  on  the  iriadom  and  duty  of  your  par^ 
liament  in  a  matter  of  ao  ff  rent  importeice^ 
and  the  attention  abewn  by  voiir  Mijeaty, 
b  reaerving  to  our  delibentionandadviee* 
the  joint  concern  of  your  Majealy*a  royd 
authority  the  ri^ta  of  your  paraamsni. 
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tgiA  th0  iMppitaw  of  your  subjocts,  ore  at 
onoe  objects  of  our  l^ghest  adminitioa  and 
gratitiide. 

'  <<  It  IS  ourdoty,  as  it  shall  be  our  care» 
to  imitate  that  temper  and  equaoimity 
which  appears  in  your  Majesty's  conduct, 
by  mixing  with  our  zeal  for  the  honour  of 
your  Majesh^'s  government,  and  with  our 
just  regard  mr  the  dignity  and  authority 
of  parliament,,  the  utmost  attention  to  the 
important  objects  of  the  trade  and  naviga- 
tion of  these  kingdoms,  and  the  tenderest 
eonoem  for  the  united  interest  of  all  your 
Majesty's  people. 
**  It  is  with  inexpressible  grief  we  are 

Sain  called  upon  to  condole  with  your 
ajesty  on  the  death  of  another  prince  of 
your  royal  iamOy,  whose  amiable  disposi- 
tion, and  whose  early  virtues  in  the  first 
dawn  of  life,  n^ile  they  shew  him  worthy 
of  the  illustrious  race  he  sprung  from, 
must  now  double  our  regret  for  nis  un- 
timely Ims. 

**  The  general  state  of  peace  and  tran- 
GSiillity,  so  happily  reigning  in  all  parts  of 
Europe,  must  give  the  greatest  satnfiic- 
tion  to  every  one  who  has  any  eoncem 
for  the  true  interest  of  this  country,  or 
who  feds  for  the  general  happiness  of 
mankind. 

<«  Our  assistance  shall  not  be  wanting  to 
atdvoiir  Majesty  with  our  advice,  ana  to 
stroigthen  your  aothority,  for  tlue  conti- 
nuation of  that  harmony,  so  happily  pre- 
served by  the  wisdom  of  your  Majesty's 
councils,  and  the  influence  of  your  mild 
auspidouB  government. 
.  **  We  assure  your  Majesty  that  we  shall, 
with  the  greatest  cheerfulness,  grant  your 
Majesty  the  supplies  necessary  for  the 
cttffent  servtoe  ot  the  year,  having  the 
fifmest  reliance  on  the  promise  your  Ma- 
jes^  is  gradpusly  pleased  to  make,  of  see- 
ing them  duly  applied,  with  Uiat  economy 
which  your  own  wisdom  will  direct,  and 
which  the  circumstances  of  this  country 
so  strongly  demand. 

*^  The  unanimity  and  dispatch  which 
your  Majesty  is  pleased,  to  recommend, 
we  shall,  from  motives  both  of  duty  and 
inolination,  endeavour  to  make  the  rule  of 
our  pn)ceedings ;  being  sensible  that  no- 
thinff  can  more  immediately  tend  to  add 
wei^t  to  the  deliberations  of  parliament, 
or  efficacy  to  their  resolutions. 

^<  And  as  the  constant  tenor  of  your 
Majesty's  conduct  shews  that  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  your  people  are  tiie 
sole  objects  ot  your  concern,  we  should  be 
equally  wanting  in  duty  to  our  sovereign, 


and  care  of  our  own  hduour,  did  we  a  mo- 
ment neglect  our  part,  in  promoting  all 
such  wise  and  salutary  measures  as  may 
tend  to  reflect  dignity  on  your  Mmesty'g 
government,  and  nsT  the  welfiue  of  your 
people  on  the  most  solid  foundations." 

PaPBHS  REtATING  TO  THE  DISTURB- 
ANCES IN  America,  ok  account  of 
THE  Stamp  Act.]  The  foUowing  are 
copies  of  some  of  the  most  material 
Letters  and  Papers  relative  to  the  distuifo- 
ances  in  America,  which  Mr.  Secretary 
Conway,  by  ,his  Majesty's  command,  hid 
this  day  before  the  House  of'Commons. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Conwtay,  to 
Lieut  Gov.  Faquier. 

Sept*  14, 1765* 
Sir;  It  is  with4he  greatest  pleasure  1 
received  his  Majesty's  comnumds  to  de- 
clare to  you  his  most  gradous  approbation 
of  your  conduct  His  Majesty  and  his 
servants  are  satisfied,  that  the  precipitate 
resolutions  you  sent  home  did  not  take 
their  rise  from  any  remissness  or  inatten- 
tion in  you ;  nor  is  his  Majesty  at  all  in- 
clined to  suppose,  that  any  instance  of 
diffidence  or  dissatis&ction  could  be 
founded  in  the  general  inclination  of  bis 
antientand  loyal  colony  of  Vixgioia;  the 
nature  of  the  thing  and  your  representa- 
tions induce  a  persuasion,  that  those  ill-ad- 
vised resolutions  owed  their  birth  to  the 
violence  of  some  individuals,  who  taking 
the  adkantage  of  a  thin  assembly,  so  far 
prevailed,  as  to  publish  their  own  unformed 

S minions  to  the  world  as  the  sentiments  of 
e  colony.  But  his  Majesty,  Sir,  will 
not,  by  die  prevalence  of  a  few  men,  at  a 
certain,  moment,  be  persuaded  to  change 
the  opinion,  or  lessen  the  confidence,  he 
has  always  entertained  of  the  colooy  of 
Virginia;  whicli  has  always  experienced 
the  protection  of  the  crown.  His  Ma- 
jesty's servants,  therefore,  with  entire  re- 
liance on  your  pf  udence,  and  on  the  vir- 
tue and  w^om  of  the  colony  entrusted  to 
your  care,  persuade  themsdves,  that  when 
a  full  as8eim>ly  shall  calmly  and  maturely 
deliberate  upon  those  resolutions,  they 
will  see,  and  be  themselves  atermed  at,  the 
dangerous  tendency  and  mischievous  con- 
sequences which  they  might  be  productive 
of,  both  to  the  mother  countiy  and  the 
colonies,  which  are  the  equal  ol^ects  of 
his  Majesty's  parental  car^;  and  whose 
mutual  happiness  and  proi^erity  certainly 
require  a  confidential  reliance  of  the  colo- 
nies upon  the  mother  cotintcy* 
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Upoo  theiepiiDci|ilefi>  Sir,  and  upon  your 
proKot  mtDagement,  and  a  proper  repre- 
nadoDto  the  wise  and  lober  part  or  the 
people,  hov  earnest  his  Majesty  is  to  ex- 
M  the  happy  influence  of  his  father!? 
care  over  ereiy  part  of  his  dominions,  it  is 
expected  that  a  full  assembly  will  form 
rery  difierent  resolutions,  such  as  may  ce- 
neotthat  unioii,  which  alone  can  establish 
the  safety  and  prosperity  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  sMlfaer  country. 

As  thenii  DO  intention  in  the  crown  to 
attempt,  oor  in  the  King's  senrants  to  ad- 
Vue,  aijiocroachments  on  the  real  rights 
and  IMn  of  any  part  of  his  Majesty's 
lubfecs;  M  neither  will  his  Majesty  un- 
Me^y  sobmit,  or  servants  adTise,  under 
tt/oreanatances,  that  the  respect  whi<^ 
sduetoparyaoient,  and  which  is  neces- 
Mty  fiir  die  general  good  of  the  whole 
finttsb  empiie,  should  any  where  be  made 
a  ncrifice  to  local  and  dangerous  pre- 


Ai  tlui  important  matter  is,  however, 
Bov  bdbre  his  Majesty's  privy  council,  as 
veil  ai  the  other  consideration  of  the  dan« 
|enw  riot  and  mutinous  behaviour  of  the 
P^p'e  OD  the  frontiers,  1  shall  not  pretend 
to  give  any  advice  or  instructions  on  these 
Ji^jecti;  not  doubting,  but  you  will  soon 
we  the  fiiileat  from  the  wisdom  of  that 
''^f  io  all  those  things,  in  which,  by 
joar  latt  accounts,  the  most  essential  in* 
terests  of  the  colony  are  so  deeply  con-* 
oerned. 

You  will  tberefere,  in  the  mean  time, 
be  very  attentive,  by  every  prudent  mea- 
^  in  your  power,  at  once  to  miiintMn 
"^just  rights  of  the  British  ffovemment, 
^  topreierve  the  p^iee  and  tranquillity 
« the  pronnces  committed  to  your  care. 

°^  at  these  appear  to  me  matters  of 
^^?n»entfitfor  his  Majesty's  more  im- 
^^  notice  and  information,  I  must 
'^  joa  will  not  fail  to  transmit  to  me  such 
^rreocea,  from  time  to  time,  on  these 
Y^  as  you  nuiy  deeni  of  importance  in 
"^^t  I  mention.    I  am,  Ac 

H*  S«  COXWAT. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secre- 
^ry  CoNWAT,  to  Major  General 
Gags. 

jOdober  24, 1765, 
t).  I*  '^  's^  with  the  greatest  concern, 
7  ut  Majesty  learhs  the  disturbances 
wbich  have  arisen  in  some  of  the  North 
^^Q  colonies :  these  events  will  nro- 
^y  create  application  to  you,  in  which 
«« utmort  exertion  of  your  prudence  may 


be  necessary;  so  as  justly  to  temper  your 
conduct  between  that  caution  and  coolness^ 
which  the  delicacy  of  such  a  situation  may 
demand  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  vigour 
necessary  to  suppress  outrage  and  violence 
on  the  other,  it  is  impossible,  at  this  dis« 
tance,  to  assist  you  by  any  particular  or 
positive  instruction,  because  you  will  find 
yourself  necessarily  obliged  to  take  your 
resolution  as  particular  circumstances  and 
emergencies  may  require. 

It  is  hoped,  and  expected,  that  this 
want  of  confidence  in  the  justice  and  ten* 
demess  of  the  mother  country,  and  this 
open  resistance  to  its  authority,  can  only 
have  found  place  among  the  lower  and 
more  isnorant  of  the  people.  The  bet- 
ter and  wiser  part  of  the  colonies  will 
know,  that  decency  and  submission  may 
prevail  not  only  to  redress  grievances,  but 
to  obtain  grace  and  fiMroiir,  while  the  out* 
ra^  of  a  public  violence  can  expect  no* 
thmg  but  severity  and  chastisement  You 
and  all  his  Majesty's  servants,  from  a  sense 
of  your  duty  to,  and  love  of,  your  country^ 
wiu  endeavour  to  excite  and  encourage 
these  sentiments. 

If,  by  lenient  and  persuasive  methods^ 
you  can  contribute  to  restore  that  |)eace 
and  tranouiliity  to  the  provinces*  on  which 
their  welfare  and  happiness  depend,  you 
will  do  a  most  acceptable  and  essential 
service  to  your  country :  but  having  taken 
every  step  which  the  utmost  prudence  and 
lenity  can  dictate,  in  compassion  to  the 
folly  and  ignorance  of  some  misguided 
people,  you  will  not,  on  the  other  hand, 
where  vour  assistance  may  be  wanted  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  government,  fail 
to  concur  in  every  proper  measure  for  its 
support,  by  such  a  timely  exertion  of 
force  as  may  be  necessary  to  repel  acts  of 
outrage  and  violence,  and  to  provide  for 
the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order 
in  the  provinces. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Conwat,  to 
Governor  Berhabd. 

« 

October,  24, 1765. 

Sir ;  your  letters  of  the  15th,  16th,  ftid 
and  Slst  of  August  have  been  received: 
the  three  former  not  till  yesterday. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  concern  his  Ma« 
jesty  learns  the  disturbance  which  have 
lately  arisen  in  your  province,  the  general 
confusion  that  seems  to  rdgn  there,  and 
the  total  languor  and  want  of  energy,  in 
your  government,  to  exert  itself  with  any 
dignity  or  efficacy,  for  the  suppression  of 
tumultsy  which  aeem  to  strike  at  the  very 

in 
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being  of  all  aathority  and  rabordinadon 
among  you*  His  Majesty  cannot  but, 
with  the  greatest  surprise,  hear  of  the  refusal 
of  your  council  to  call  for  the  aid  of  any 
regular  force  to  the  support  of  the  civil 
BMigistracy,  at  ajtime  wnen,  it  seems,  you 
had  reason  to  think,  there  was  no  o&er 
power  capable  of  providing  for.  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  province* 

Nothing  caufcertunly,  exceed  the  ill'^ 
advised  and  intemperate  conduct  held  by 
a  party  in  your  province,  which  can  in  no 
way  contribute  to  the  removal  of  any  real 
grievance  they  might  labour  under^  but 
may  tend  to  obstruct  and  impede  the  ex- 
ertion of  his  Majestjr's  benevolent  attention 
to  the  ease  and  comfort,  as  well  as  the 
welfare,  of  all  his  people- 
It  is  hoped,  and  expected,  that  this 
want  of  confidence  in  the  justice  and  ten- 
demess  of  the  mother  country,  and  this 
open  resistance  to  its  authority,  can  only 
have  found  place  among  the  lower  and 
more  ignorant  of  the  people;  the  better 
and  more  wise  part  or  the  coUmies  will 
know,  that  decency  and  submisaon  may 
prevail,  not  only  to  redress  grievances, 
out  to  obtain  grace  and  fiivour,  while  the 
outrage  of  a  public  violence  can  expect 
nothing  but  severity  and  chastisement. 
These  sentiments,  you,  and  all  his  Ma* 
jesty's  servants,  fbom  a  sense  of  your  duty 
to,  and  love  of,  your  country,  will  endea- 
vour to  excite  and  encourage :  you  will 
all,  in  a  particular  manner,  caH  upon  them 
not  to  render  their  case  desperate ;  you  will, 
in  the  strongest  colours,  represent  to  them 
the  dreadful  consequences  that  must  inevi- 
tably attend  the  forcible  and  violent  resis- 
tance to  acts  of  the  British  pariiament, 
and  the  scene  of  misery  and  distraction 
to  both  countries,  inseparable  firom  such  a 
conduct. 

If,  by  lenient  and  persuasive  methods, 
you  can  contribute  to  restore  that  peace 
and  tranquillity  to  the  provinces,  on  which 
their  welfare  and  happiness  depend,  you 
will  do  a  most  acceptable  and  essential 
service  to  your  country;  but  having  taken 
every  step  which  the  utmost  prudence  and 
lehity  can  dictate,  in  compassion  to  the 
folly  and  ignorance  of  some  misguided 
people,  you  will  not,  on  the  other  hand, 
fail  to  use  your  utmost  power  for  repelling 
all  acts  of  outrage  ana  violence,  and  to 
provide  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and 
good  order  in  the  province,  by .  such  a 
timely  exertion  of  force,  as  the  occasion 
may  require ;  for  which  purpose,  you  will 
make  the  proper  applications  to  general 


Gage,  or  lord  Colvil,  commanders  of  hia 
Majesty's  land  and  naval  forces  in  Ame- 
rica: for  however  unwillingly  his  Mnjeaty 
may  consent  to  the  exertion  of  such  powers 
as  may  endanger  the  safety  of  a  single  sub- 
ject, yet  can  he  not  permit  his  own  dig^ 
ni^,  and  the  auUioritv  of  the  British  l^is- 
latere,  to  be  tramplea  on  by  force  and  vio- 
lence, and  in  avowed  contempt  of  all  order, 
duty,  and  decorum. 

If  the  subject  is  aggrieved,  he  knows  in 
What  manner  legally  and  constitutionally 
to  apply  for  relief:  bijt  it  is  not  suitable, 
either  to  the  safety  or  dignity  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire,  that  any  inidividoals,  under 
the  pretence  of  redressing  grievances, 
should  presume  to  violate  tiie  public 
peace.    1  am,  &c         H.  S.  Conway. 

P.  S.  The  sloop  which  carries  this  wtO 
cany  orders  to  lord  Colvil,  and  to  the  go- 
vernor of  Nova  Scotia,  to  send  to  your 
assistance  any  force  which  may  be  thought 
necessary  from  thence,  and  which  mat 
province  can  supply. 

Mr.  Secretary  Conway's  Circui^ar 
Letter  to  the  Governors  in  North 
America. 

Octo6er  ^  1706. 

Sir ;  it  is  with  the  greatest  oonoem,  that 
his  Majesty  learns  the  disturbances  which 
have  ansen  in  some  of  the  North  American 
colonies:  if  this  evil  should  qiread  to  the 
government  of-——,  where  you  preaide, 
the  utmost  exertion  of  your  prudence  w31 
be  necessary,  so  as  justly  to  temper  your 
conduct  between  that  caution  and*  coomesa 
which  the  delicacy  of  such  a  situation  may 
demand,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  vigour 
necessary  to  suppress  outrage  and  violence 
on  the  other,  it  is  impossible,  at  this 
distance,  to  assist  you,  by  any  particolar 
or  positive  instruction ;  because  you  wiU 
find,  yourself  necessarily  obUged  to  take 
your  resolution,as  particular  circunsstances 
and  emeigencies  may  require. 

His  Mmesty,  and  the  servants  he  ho- 
nours with  his  confidence,  cannot  but 
lament  the  ill-advised  intemperance  shewn 
already  in  some  of  the  provinces,  by  taking 
up  a  conduct,  which  can  in  no  way  con- 
tribute to  the  removal  of  any  real  griev- 
ance they  might  labour  under,  but  may 
tend  to  obstruct  and  impede  the  exertion 
of  lus  Majesty's  benevolence  and  attention 
to  the  ease  and  comfort,  as  well  as  the  wel« 
fitfe,  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  hoped  and  expected,  that  this  want 
of  confidence,  in  the  justice  and  tendetnesa 
of  the  motfaec  coontryy  and  this  open  re- 
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to  lis  aothori^,  cia  onijr  hftvo 
SniBd  place  amaii^  tbe  lower  and  more 

of  the  people.  The  beiler  and 
of  Che  colonies  will  know,  that 

sod  subnttsnon  may  pretaily  not 
only  to'redfess  grievances,  hot  to  obtaia 
gxaoe  and  ftvooTy  while  the  oatrsge  of  a 
public  violence  can  expect  nothing  bat 
itfciity  and  chastisement.  These  ienti« 
Bents  yofo,  and  all  his  Majesty's  serrants 
from  a  sense  of  your  duty  to,  and  lore  of, 
your  oooaliy,  wiu  endeannir  to  exdte  and 


Yoo  vil  all,  in  apartieoUr  maan^,  caH 
upon  tim  not  to  render  thdr  case  des« 
pence.  Yoa  wiU,  in  the  strongest  coloars, 
npimmt  to  tiiem  the  dreimful   conse- 
ouaKCB  that  must  bevitably  attend  the 
ndUe  and  violent  resistance  to  acts  of 
the  British  psuliament,  and  the  scene  of 
nesfy  and  calamity  to  themselves,  and  of 
matal  wedaiess  and  distraction  to  both 
comittiesy  inseparable  from  sochaconduct. 
If,  by  feoient  and  persuasive  methods, 
yoD  can  CQOtrftmte  to  restore  that  peace 
and  trsDoaillity  to  the  provhices,  on  which 
depend  flieir  welfkre  and  happinesi,  you 
wiu  do  a  most  acceptable  and  essential 
serriee  to  your  country:  but  having  taken 
every  step  which  the  utmost  prudence  and 
lenity  can  dictate,  in  compassion  to  the 
foUy  and   ignorance  of  some  misguided 
people,  you  will  not,  on  the  other  hand, 
fiul  to  use  vour  utmost  power,  for  repelling 
all  acta  of  outrage  and  violence,  and  to 
jmivide  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and 
good  order  in  the  province,  by  such  a 
timely  exertion  of  torce  as  the  occasion 
mnr  require :  for  which  purpose,  you  will 
make  the  proper  imf^cations  to  general 
Gage,  or  lord  C<dvil,  commanders  of  his 
Ms^estv'is  kiid  and  imval  forces  in  Ame- 
lica.  For  however  unwillingly  his  Majesty 
may  oonseotto  die  exertion  of  such  powers 
as  msy  endanger  the  safety  of  a  smgle  sub- 
ject;  yet  can  he  not  permit  his  own  dig« 
nity,  and  the  authority  of  the  British  legis- 
ktnre,  to  be  trampled  on  by  force  and 
violenoe,  and  in  avowed  contempt  of  all 
Sffder,  doty  and  decorum. 

If  the  subject  is  aggrieved,  he  knows 
in  what  manner  iMuIy  and  constitution- 
siv  to  n^J  for  reuef ;  but  it  is  not  soit- 
ms,  either  to  the  safbt^  or  dianity  of  the 
BritUi  empire,  that  any  indiviouals,  under 
tile  jpreteDce  of  redressing  grievances, 
AouU  presume  to  violate  the  piAlic 
peaee.  i  am,  Ae.  H.  S.  Cokwat. 
P*'8.  To  Governor  Wilmot. 
Te«  wfll  yr^Nft^if  rMhis  spfdioation 


from  governor  Bernard,  to  send  him  part 
of  the  force  which  may  be  within  your 
government  Lord  Colvil  has  command 
to  transport  them ;  and  you  will  be  very 
attentive,  that  the  public  service  should 
sufier  no  impediment  from  any  delay  ia 
you,  when  such  application  is  made. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
CoNWAT,  to  Major  General  Gaox. 

December  15»  1765. 

Sir ;  I  had  the  favour  of  your  letters  of 
die  4th,  8th,  and  9th  of  November  last, 
by  which  I  learn,  with  the  utmost  con- 
cern, the  disordered  state  of  the  province 
whei^  you  reside,  and  the  very  riotous 
and  ontrajjeous  bdiaviour  of  too  many  ^  of 
the  inhabitants. 

I  did  not  fhil  to  la^  your  dispatches^ 
together  with  those  of  lieutenant  governor 
Golden,  before  his  Majesty,  who,  though 
hiriily  provoked  by  such  an  insult  offered 
to  his  governor  (here,  is  however  pleased 
to  hear,  that  matters  were  not  pushed  to 
such  extremity,  as  might  have  cost  the 
lives  of  manv  of  his  subjects,  and  perhaps 
have  tendeo,  as  you  seem  apprehensive^ 
to  the  great  detriment,  if  not  ruin,  of  the 
town  of  New  York;  particularly  if  the 
fort  had  fired  on  that  insolent  and  infa* 
tuated  mob  which  so  provokingly  ap- 
proached. The  temper  stiewn,  as  well  bt 
lieutenant  governor  Golden*  as  by  the  ofr 
fleers  there,  is  highly  to  be  commended. 
His  Majesty  is  vrilung  to  suppose,  that 
both  yourself  and  governor  Golden  have 
acted  on  principles  of  duty  to  his  service, 
in  the  adviice  and  resolution  formed  to  put 
the  stsmpt  paper  into  the  hands  of  the 
magistrates  of  New  York;  which,  how- 
ever, unless  the  necessity  for  it  appeared 
very  pressing,  must  certainly  be  looked 
upon  as  a  step  greatly  humiliating  and 
derogating  to  his  Majesty's  government. 

If  the  post  was  not  tenable,  or  the  pa- 
pers insecure  there,  it  should  seem  much 
preferable  to  have  put  them  on  board  the 
man  of  war,  as  was  proposed :  nor  does 
there  appear  any  good  reason,  why  cap- 
tain Kennedy  refused  to  take  them.  It  is 
difficult,  at  this  distance,  to  ludge  with 
the  same  propriety  of  the  conduct,  to  be 
held  oti  occasions  of  such  difficulty  and 
importance,  as  on  the  spot.  Had  the  per- 
sonal safety  of  those  in  the  fort  alone 
been  considered,  I  am  persuaded,  there 
would  not  have  been  a  moment's  hesita- 
tion about  the  defence  of  it,  against  any 
attack  that  might  rashly  have  been  a€- 
tempted;  nokr  can  faii  Majesty  suppoos 
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ftny  want  ef  resolution  for  hu  flenrice,  in 
those  who  have,  in  their  different  stations^ 

iven  so  many  proofs  of  their  regard  to  it. 

t  should  otherwise  seem,  that  &e  reality 
of  the  mobs  being  armed  and  prepared 
for  an  actual  attack,  should  have  been 
well  ascertained  before  the  pi^eiB  were 
given  up* 

The  step  you  have  thought  fit  to  take, 
in  drawing  together  such  forces  as  their 
aituation  allowed,  was  certainly  pru- 
dent, and  could  not  be  too  soon  deter- 
mined, on  any  positive  grounds,  to  sus^ 
pect  an  insurrection;  and  especially  in 
regard  to  the  securing  his  Majesty's  stores, 
a  circumstance  which  will  still  demand 
your  greatest  attention  ;  and  particularly 
those  arms,  which  may  be  seized  by  the 
snob  for  their  own  mutinous  puiposes. 

Your  situation  is  certainly  delicate  and 
difficult;  it  requires  both  prudence  and 
firmness  in  the  conduct  of  all  employed  in 
his  Majesty's  service  there;  especially, 
considering  what  you  say  of  the  difficulty, 
or  rather  impossibility,  of  drawing  any 
considerable  number  of  men  together, 
and  of  the  impracticability  of  attempting 
any  thing  by  force,  in  the  present  duspo- 
aitton  of  the  people,  without  a  respectable 
body  of  tropps. 

You  seem  to  think  there  are  still  hopes, 
that  as  the  spirits  of  those  unhappy  peo- 
ple have  time  to  cool,  there  will  be  more 
^submission  shewn :  you  will  not  fail,  I  am 
persuaded,  in  your  station,  to  avail  your- 
self of  every  favourable  symptom  for  the 
improvement  of  such  favourable  di^osi- 
tions,  any  more  than  to  exert  yourself 
where  the  necessity  of  the  case  may  re- 
quire, in  support  of  the  honour  of  go- 
vernment, and  for  suppressing^  any  riotous 
or  rebellious  resistance  offisred  to  the  laws, 
or  those  magistrates  who  have  the  execu- 
tion of  them. 

I  hope  my  former  letters  are  come  safe, 
as  .they  will  have  conveyed  to  you  his 
Majesty's  sentiments  and  commands  for 
your  conduct,  on  the  first  notice  of  these 
disturbances. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Conway,  to 
Lieutenant  Governor  Golden. 

December  15*  1765* 
Sir ;  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the 
5th  of  November  by  major  James,  and 
that  of  the  9th  of  the  same  month  by  the 
pacquet,  with  the  minutes  of  the  council 
of  New  York,  from  the  31st  of  October  to 
the  6th  of  November,  &e.  fVom  your 
last  letter^  I  havb  hopes  that  time  will 
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produce  a  recoUection,  which  may 
these  unhappy  people  back  to  a  seni 
their  duty ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  tiiiM 
^very  proper  and  practicable  measure 
be  taken  to  awe  that  licentious 
which  has  hurried  them  to  those  acts 
outrage  and  violence,  equally  ^  ^ 
to  the  sober  and  well-disposed  part  of  Am 
people,  the  ease  and  quiet  of  the  city,  aiid$ 
subversive  of  all  order  and  authority  bmood^ 
them.  ii 

Sir  Henry  Moore  will  certainly  be 
rived  before  this  reaches  you;  it  is 
pected,  therefore.  Sir,  from  your  know-, 
ledge  of  the  country  and  people,  thatyos 
should  inform  the  new  governor  of  eveix 
thing  necessary  for  his  knowledge,  as  well 
respecting  the  state  of  things,  as  the  cha- 
racters and  dispositions  of  men  in  that 
country.    He  will  see  that,  by  his  m- 
structions,  he  is  empowered  to  suspend 
members  of  the  council,  and  officers  of  the 
law,  who  shall  appear  to  desire  it;  being, 
in  that  case,  only  obliged  to  send  home 
immediately  the  reasons  and  causes  of  such 
suspension.    It  is  not  improbable,  that 
sucn  times  as  these  may  require  the  exer- 
cise of  that  power:  as  it  is  not  doubted 
the  governor  will  use  it  with  discretion,  so 
it  is  expected  he  should  not  want  firmness 
to  use  it  boldly,  whenever  it  may  seem 
useful  to  the  ^ng's  service  and  the  pub- 
lic peace. 

Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Bur- 
gesses in  Virginia,  in  consequence  of 
a  motion  made  (May  29,  1765)  to 
take  into  consideration  tlie  late  Act 
for  levying  a  Duty  upon  Stamps. 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  first  adventurea 
and  settlers  of  his  Majesty's  colony  and 
dominion  of  Virginia  brought  with  them, 
and  transmitted  to  their  posterity,  and  aS 
other  his  Majesty's  subjects  since  inhabit- 
ing in  this  his  Majesty's  said  colony,  aO 
the  liberties,  privileges,  franchises  and  im- 
ifnunities,  that  have  at  any  time  been  held 
and  enjoyed,  and  possessed  by  the  people 
of  Great  Britain. 

2.  That,  by  two  royal  charters  granted 
by  king  James  1,  the  cdonies  aroresaid 
are  declared  entitled  to  all  liberties,  pri* 
vileges,  and  immunities,  of  denisens  and 
natural  subjects,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  if  they  had  been  abiding  and 
bom  within  the  realm  of  Ensland. 

S.  That  the  taxation  of  the  people,  by 
themselves,  or  by  persons  choaen  by  them- 
selves  to  represent  them,  who  can  only 
know  what  taxes  the  people  are  able  te 


iw  flccottfll'  ofih$  SUm^  Act* 


Ml] 

Wtf,  or  the  eanest  method  of  raising 

ten,  and  mutt  themselves  be  affiscted  by 

tmj  tax   laid  on  the  people,  is  the  only 

acnrity  aninst  a  bortnensome  taxation, 

ad  the  nistingnishing  characteristic   of 

Biitidi  freedom,  without  which  the  antient 

flHUtitntioD  cannot  exist. 

4w  That  his  Majesty's  liege  oeople  of 

tliis  his  moat  antient  and  loyal  colony  have, 

vidiottt  intemiption,  enjoyed  the  inesdm-* 

able  ri^t  of  bem^  governed  by  such  laws, 

respediDg  their  mtemal  polity  and  tax- 

atioo,  as  aie  derived  from  their  own  con- 

aent,  wiifa  the  i^probation  of  their  sove- 

leisn,  or  In  substitutes,  and  that  the  same 

^!T  ^'nfP  "^?°'?«*  •»y  *• 

Ko;  «a  people  of  Gmt 
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^xpaxsEKTATiON  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners for  Trade  and  Flanta- 
tiona,  touching  the  Proceedings 
and  Resolutions  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  witli  respect  to  the  Act  for 
levying  a  Duty  upon  Stamps  in 
America,  and  to  other  Acts  of  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

To  Che  King's  most  excellent  Majesty. 
Biay  it  please  your  Majesty, 

The  Hooae  of  Representatives  of  your 
Msjes^'a  province  or  Massachusetts  Bav 
banng,  last  year,  printed  and  published, 
m  tbe  joanm  of  their  proceedings,  a 
letter  from  a  committee  of  that  house  to 
tbdr  agent  here ;  in  which  letter  the  acts 
i&d  resohitions  of  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  were  treated  with  the  most  inde« 
cent  disrespect,  and  principles  tendinff  to 
•  denial  ofthe  right  of  parliament  to  levy 
taxes  upon  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  the 
cobnies^  were  openly  avowed ;  our  prede- 
ceaors  in  office  thought  it  their  duty  to 
transmit  this  transaction  to  your  Majesty's 
considention,  to  the  end  that  such  direc- 
tions might  be  given,  as  the  nature  and 
importance  of  m  matter  should  appear  to 
lequire. 

SiDoe  this,  and  since  the  passing  the 
act  of  parliament  for  levying  a  stamp  duty 
in  America,  the  grounds  of  whicn  act 
ISPve  rise  to  the  reflections  contained  in 
the  above-mentioned  letter,  the  same 
spirit  that  dictated  the  sentiments  it  ex- 
presses, has  appeared  throughout  the  whole 
pioceediDga  of  the  said  house  of  repre- 


Ppon  the  efectioD  of  counsellors,  who, 
by  the  eonstitntion  of  this  cdony,  are  an- 
nsaDy  diosen  by  the  bouse  of  representi^ 


ttves,  the  strongest  endeavours  were  used 
to  preclude  your  Majesty's  secretary  of 
state,  who  has  always  been  a  member  ai 
the  council,  from  his  seat  at  that  board ; 
and  this,  as  your  Majesty's  governor  re- 
presents, merely  on  account  of  his  having 
received  an  appointment  (unsolicited)  to 
be  a  distributor  of  the  stamps :  and  the 
motion  made  ia  that  house,  to  discontinue 
the  annual  salary  allowed  for  the  suppoK 
of  your  Majesty's  governor,  upon  which 
proceeding  we  have  this  day  made  a  sepa- 
rate representation  to  your  Majesty,  seems 
to  have  arisen  from  the  same  motives. 

These,  however,  being  only  attempts  of 
individuals  in  the  community,  would  not 
either  have  required  or  deserved  your  Ma« 
jesty's  attention,  in  the  light  in  which  we 
view  them ;  but  it  further  appears,  from 
the  loumals  of  the  house  of  representatives 
in  their  last  session,  that  this  assembly, 
having  thought  fit  to  make  the  propriety 
and  expediency  of  the  Stamp  Act,  and  of 
other  acts  of  parliament,  a  subject  of  open 
question  and  discussion,  came  to  several 
resolutions  and  proceedings  thereupon, 
which  they  kept  secret  till  the  last  day  of 
their  session,  when  they  published  them  in 
their  printed  journals. — [Then  follow  the 
resolutions— rhen  the  board  of  trade  pro- 
ceeds thus  :1  The  object  o?  the  resolutions 
and  proceedings  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  Massachuset's  bay,  is  to  recom- 
mend to,  and  induce,  the  rest  of  your 
Majesty's  colonies  in  America,  to  join  in  % 
general  congress  of  committees  from  die 
several  assemblies,  independent  of  the 
other  branches  of  the  legislasture,  and 
without  any  previous  application  to  your 
Majesty,  to  consider  and  deliberate  upon 
the  acts  of  the  parliament  of  this  kingw 
dom.  As  this  appears  to  us  to  be  the  first 
instance  of  a  general  congress,'  appointed 
by  the  assemblies  of  the  colonies  without 
the  authority  of  the  crown ;  a  measure 
which  we  conceive  of  dangerous  tendency 
in  itself,  and  more  especially  so,  when 
taken  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the 
above-mentioned  resolution, and  connected 
with  the  spirit  that  has  appeared  throtu'h* 
out  the  wnole  conduct  of^  this  particular 
assembly :  we  therefore  think  it  our  indis- 
pensible  duty  to  submit  this  matter  to  your 
Majesty's  consideration,  for  such  direc- 
tions as  your  Majesty^  with  the  advice  of 
your  council,  may  think  proper  and  expe- 
dient to  give  thereupon. 

All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted|  dec 
WhUAoU,  Oct.  1, 1765. 
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Representation  from  the  Board  of 
Trade,  relative  to  the  outrqgeoud  be- 
haviour of  the  people  at  the  tomi  of 
BostoD,  in  opposition  to  the  Stamp- 
dutj  Act.    Dated  Oct.  10, 1765. 

To  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 
Since   our  humole    Representation  to 
your  Majesty  of  the  first  instant,  in  conse- 

auence  of  some  -alarming  proceedings  of 
le  house  of  representatives,  in  the  pro- 
yince  of  Massachuset's  bay,  we  have  re- 
ceived letters  from  *,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  a  riot  of  a  most  dangerous  ten- 
dency, which  had  arisen  in  the  town  of 
Boston^  and  which,  directing  its  fiiry 
against  the  houses  and  persons  of  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor, and  other  principal  o& 
ficers  of  government,  continued  with  re- 
peated acts  of  extraordinary  violence, 
from  the  15th  of  August  to  the  26th  of 
the  same  month  ;  at  which  period  the  tu- 
mult seemed  suspended,  rather  than  al- 
layed. 

In  whatever  light  these  disturbances  may 
be  viewed,  whether  in  respect  of  the 
avowed  object,  which  the  perpetrators  aifd 
abettors  of  Uiem  declare  to  be  a  general 
resolution,  to  oppose'  and  prevent  the  exe- 
cution of  an  act  of  the  parliament  of  Gretit- 
Britain,  or  in  respect  of  the  state  of  govem- 
inent  and  mMStracy  there,  whidi— ^ 
represents  to  be  utterly  incapable  of  re- 
sisting or  suppressing  these  tumultB  and 
disorders,  they  seem  to  us  of  such  high 
importance,  that  we  lose  no  time  in  laying 
the  letters  and  papers  relating  th^reuAto 
before  your  Majesty,  that  your  Majesty 
may  direct  such  measures  to  be  pursueo, 
as  your  Majesty,  with  the  advice  of  your 
council,  shall  think  most  prudent  and  efeo- 
tuaL  Which  is  most  humnly  submitted,  ^^ 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  — -,  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Conway. 

New'York,  Sept.  23, 1765. 
The  resolves  of  the  assembly  c£  Virginia, 

'  *  Some  blanks  have  beea  left  to  prevent  an 
improper  discovery  of  persons.  It  is  hoped  this 
will  be  excosed  wbea  toe  reasoa  is  gt? en  hi  the 
words  of  one  of  the  writers  of  inteUigence  to 
the  minbtry,  upon  this  subject.  He  says,  *'  I 
shall  coromuDicate  things  as  they  happen,  al- 
though at  toe  risk  of  my  life ;  for  the  party,  by 
Iheir  tools,  frequently  give  out,  that  if  they 
knew  the  man  that  would  so  far  assist  Great 
•Britain,  as  to  inform  against  any  man,  in  this 
or  any  other  piovioce,  be  should  not  live  many 
hours.'* 


which  yon  #ill  have  seen,  gave  the  signal 
for  a  general  out^cry  over  the  continent ; 
and  thouffh  I  do  not  find,  that  the  assembly 
of  any  o&er  province  has  yet  come  to  re« 
solutions  of  tne  nme  tendency,  they  have 
been  iqpplauded  as  the  protectors  and  as- 
sertors  of  American  liberty ;  and  all  per- 
sons excited  and  encouraged  by  writings 
in  the  public  papers,  and  speeches,  without 
any  reserve,  to  oppose  the  execution  ol 
the  act:    Uie  general  scheme  concerted 
throughout  seems  to  have  been,  first,  b^ 
menace  or  force,  to  oblige  the  stamp-ofl£< 
cers  to  resign  their  employments,  in  whicli 
they  have  generally  succeeded;  and  next, 
to  aestroy  the  stampt  papers  upon  tfaeii 
arrival;  that,  having  no  stamps,  necessity 
might  be  an  excuse  for  the  dispatch  d 
business  without  them ;    and  that,  before 
they  could  be  replaced,  the  clamour  and 
outcry  of  the  people,  with  addresses  and 
remonstrances  from  the  assemblies,  might 
procure  a  repeal  of  the  act.    The  populace 
of  Boston  took  the  lead  in  the  riots,  and  bji 
an  assault  upon  the  house  of  the  stamp 
officer,  forcea  him  to  a  resignation.     The 
little  turbulent  colony  of  Rhode-Island 
raised  their  mob  likewise ;  who  were  not 
content  tmly  to  force  a  promise  from  the 
person  appointed  to  distribute  the  stamps 
tlttt  he  wotdd  not  act  in  that  employmentJ 
but  also  assaulted  and  destroyed  the  housei 
and  fimiiture  of  Mess.  Howard  and  Mofi 
fittt,  and  obliged  them  to  fly  for  safety  oi 
bowd  a  ^ip  of  war :  the  first,  a  lawyer  6 
reputation,  had  wrote  in  defence  of  tbi 
rights  of  ibt  parliament  of  Great-Britaii 
to  lay  taxes  upon  the  colonies ;  the  othe 
a  physician,  wbo  had  supported  the  sanv 
m  ins  convefsations.    Tne  neighboorini 
provinces  seemed  mdined  tofoUow  thes 
examples,  but  were  prevent^  by  the  a] 
most  general  resignation  of  the  stamp  off 
cers.    Tlie  Boston  mob,  raised  first  by  th 
instigation  of  many  of  the  principal  inhabi 
tants,  fdlured  by  plunder,  rose  shortly  ai 
ter  of  their  own  accord ;  attacked,  robbec 
and  destroyed  several  houses,  and  amongi 
others,  that  of  the  lieutenant*govemo 
and  only  spared  the  governor's,  becain 
his  efects  had  been  removed.  People  the 
began  to  be  terrified  at^he  spirit  toey  ha 
raised  ^  to  perceive  diat  popular  fury  wt 
not  to  be  guided,  and  each  indmdis 
feared  he  might  be  the  next  victim  to  the 
rapacity.    The  same  fears  spread  tfaroug 
the  other  provinces,  and  there  has  been  t 
much  pains  taken  smce,  to  prevent  inso: 
rections  of  the  people^  is  befi)«atoex«i( 
them* 


JS5J 


M  tecauK^  tfihe  Siamp  Act» 
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Extract  c^a  State  of  the  Plrovincey  con* 
tamed  io  a  Lbttxr  to  Mr.  Con  way, 
dated,  Dec  IS,  1765. 

He  gendemen  of  the  law  make  the 
secoad  class,  in  which  are  properly  in- 
cluded hoth  the  hench  and  the  bar ;  both 
of  than  act  on  the  same  principles,  and 
2re  (^  the  moat  distinguished  families  in 
tbepoUcy  of  the  province. 

Toe  netdiants  make  the  third  class; 

nany  vi  thoqi  have  suddenly  rose  from  the 

lowest  rank  of  the  people  to  considerable 

lonunei,  and  chiefly  in  the  last  war,  by 

lUidt  tzade;  they  abhor  every  limitation 

of  tedeaad  duties,  and  therefore  gladly 

ga  kto  every  measure^  whereby  they  hope 

tofaaietiadefiree. 

^  Tbe  gentlemen  of  the  law,  boUi  the 

^Age^  and  the  principal  practitioneis  at 

the  her,aie  either  ownersi  or  atrongly  coa- 

aeded  k  fanily  interest  with  the  proprie- 

ton  IB  geaeraL    The  gentlemen  en  the 

InvVMDeyean  since,  entered  into  an  as- 

twywtioB,  arith   intention  .  amoog   other 

^uigi»to  asBooie  the  direction  of  govern* 

■asBt  opon  them,  by  the  influence  they 

l>*d  IB  the  aasembly;    gamed  by  their 

^a&f  ooDoection,  and  by  the  proftaaion 

of  the  law,  whereby  they  are  unavoidably 

>B  the  secrets  of  many  fmniUea.    Man^ 

court  their  friendahip,  and  all  dread  their 

^'tred;.  by  these  means,  though  few  of 

them  are  aiembera,  they  rule  the  houae  of 

&  anemhiy,  in  all  mattera  of  importance ; 

^  greateft  nomber  of  the  assemoly  being 

^ttanioo  ftrmers,  who  know  little  of  mto 

aad  thinjgsy  and  are  easily  deluded  and 

leduced. 

Bf  tfctt  association,  united  in  hiterest 

aid  iaiiy  connections   with    the   pro- 

prietoia  of  the  great  tracks,  a  domination 

of  lavyers  was  formed  in  this  province, 

which,  for  some  years  paat,  haa  been  too 

itroag  for  the  executive  powera  of  govem- 

laent.    Beaidea  what  is  before  related,  it 

a  oeceasary  to  observe,  that,  for  several 

jreaiB  past,  the  assembly  grants  the  sup« 

port  of  power  only  from  year  to  year;  they 

iBcreaae  and  lessen  the  aalaries  of  aJl  tlie 

ofioers  at  thdr  pleasure;    and  the  bill 

(OHed  in  the  House  of  Assembly  [the  au- 

tWr  means  the  House  of  Commons]  in 

the  last  sessions  of  parKament,  laying  in- 

tenal  taxea  on  the  colony,  and  paying  all 

the  officen  of  government,  aa  it  is  suggeated 

th^  may  intend  to  do,  will  destroy  the 

great  and  undue  influence,  which  the  As- 

«ecDbly  haa  gained  over  the  administration, 

^  the  greai  prejudice  of  his  Mqca^'s  pre- 


logatf  ve  in  tke  cekHiies ;  and  it  is  chiefly 
for  diis  reason  that  the  popular  leaders  so 
violently  oppose  the  act  tor  laying  a  stamp 
duty. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  dated  August  15, 1765. 

Yesterday  morning,  at  break  of  day, 
was  discovered  hangmg  upon  a  tree,  m  a 
street  in  the  town,  an  »gy,  with  inscrip- 
tions, shewimr  that  it  was  intended  to  re- 
present Mr.  QKver  the  secretary,  who  had 
lately  accepted  the  office  at  ><<U3ap  distri- 
butor. Some  of  the  nei^bomrs  ofered  to 
take  it  down,  but  they  were  eiven  to  know, 
that  would  not  be  pemiittecL  Many  gen- 
tlemen, especially  some  of  the  council, 
treated  it  as  a  boyish  snort,  that  did  not 
deserve  the  notice  of  tne  governor  and 
council.  However,  the  lieutenant-gover«* 
nor,  as  chief  justice,  directed  the  sheriiF 
to  order  his  officers  to  take  down  the  ^gy  t 
and  a  coimcil  was  appointed  to  meet  in  the 
afternoon,  to  consider  what  should  be  done^ 
if  the  sheriff's  officers  were  obstructed  in 
removing  the  effigy. 

Before  the  council  met,  the  sheriff  re^ 
ported,  that  his  officers  had  endeavoured 
to  take  down  the  effigy,  but  could  not 
do  it  without  imminent  danger  of  theis 
Hvea.  The  council  met,  represented  this 
transaction  as  the  b^nnmg  of  mudi 
greater  commotions,  and  desired  their  ad^ 
vice  what  should  be  done  upon  this  occa- 
sion. A  majority  of  the  council  spOke  in 
form  against  doing  any  thing ;  but  upon 
very  dmerent  principles:  some  said  it  was 
a  trifling  buamesa,  which,  if  let  alone, 
would  aiuiside  of  itself;  but  if  taken  notice 
of,  would  become  a  serious  affiur.  Others 
said,  it  was  a  serious  affiiir  already :  that 
it  waa  a  preconcerted  business,  in  which 
the  greatest  part  of  the  town  was  en^ageds 
that  there  was  no  force  to  oppose  it,  and 
making  an  (mpoaition  to  it,  without  a  powee 
to  support  tn^  opposition,  would  only  en- 
flame  tl^e  pecple,  and  be  a  means  of  ex- 
tending'the  mischief  to  persons  not  at  pre* 
sent  the  objects  of  it*  The  sheriff  was  oiv 
dered  to  assemble  the  peace-officers,  and 
preserve  the  peace ;  a  matter  of  form,  ra- 
ther th^  real  significance. 

Itnowgrewdwrk;  when  the  mob,  which 
had  been  gathering  all  the  afternoon,  came 
down  to  the  town-house,  bringing  the 
effigy  with  them ;  and,  knowing  that  they 
were  sitting  in  the  council-chamber,  they 
gave  three  huzzas,  by  way  of  defiance^ 
and  passed  on.  Pirom  thence  they  went 
to  a  new  buildmg,  lately  erected  by  Mr. 
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tbey  uneofMcd  part  of  the  roof;  but  I 
ftippose,  that  the  thickneis  of  the  walls, 
which  were  of  very  fine  brick«work» 
adorned  with  Ionic  pilasters  worked  into 
the  wall*  prevented  taeir  completing  their 

{wrpose,  though  thev  worked  at  it  till  day 
ight.  l^he  next  day,  the  streets  were 
found  scattered  with  money,  plate,  gold 
rings,  &c.,  which  had  been  dropt  in  carry- 
ing off.  The  whole  loss  in  this  house  is 
reckoned  at  3,000^.  sterling.  It  was  now 
becoming  a  war  of  plunder,  of  general  le- 
Telling,  and  taking  away  the  distinction 
of  ricn  and  poor :  so  that  those  gentle- 
men, who  had  promoted  and  approved  the 
cruel  treatment  of  Mr.  Oliver,  became 
now  as  fearful  for  themselves  as  the  most 
loyal  person  in  the  town  could  be.  When 
first  the  town  took  this  new  turn,  I  was  in 
hopes  that  they  would  have  disavowed  all 
the  riotous  proceedings;  that  of  the  first 
ni^ht,  as  well  as  the  last.  But  it  is  i\o  such 
thing ;  great  pains  are  taken  to  separate 
the  two  riots :  what  v^as  done  against  Mr. 
Oliver  is  still  approved  of,  as  a  necessary 
declaration  of  their  resolution  not  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Stamp  Act ;  and  even  the  cruel 
treatment  of  him  and  his  family  is  justified 
by  its  consequences,  the  frishtenmg  him 
into  a  resignation :  and  it  has  been  pub- 
licly hinted,  that  if  a  line  is  not  drawn  be- 
tween the  first  riot  and  the  last,  the  civil 
power  will  not  be  supported  by  the  prin- 
cipal people  of  the  town,  as  it  is  assured 
it  shall  be  now.  So  that  the  present  au- 
thority of  tlie  government  is  only  exercis- 
ed upon  condition,  and  with  prescribed  li- 
mitations. 

Philadelphia,  In  Assembly,  Sept. 
21,  1765,  A.  M. 
The  house  taking  into  consideration, 
that  an  act  of  parliament  has  lately  passed 
in  England,  for  imposing  certain  stamp 
duties,  and  other  duties,  on  his  Majesty's 
subjects  in  America,  whereby  they  con- 
ceive some  of  their  most  essential  and  v^ 


the  following  resolutions,  viz. 

Resolved,  nem,  con*  That  the  assem- 
blies of  this  province  have  from  time  to 
time,  whenevor  requisitions  have  been 
made  by  his  Majesty  for  carrying  on  mili- 
tary  operations  for  the  defence  of  Ame- 
rica, most  cheerfully  and  liberally  contri- 
buted their  full  proportion  of  men  and 
money  for  those  services. 

Resolved^  tUm.  con.  Ibat  irbenerer 


'  Majestv's  service  shall,  for  the  future,  re« 
quire  tne  aids  of  the  inhabitants  of  thii 
province,  and  they  shall  be  called  upon 
for  that  purpose  in  a  constitutional  way, 
it  will  be  their  indispensible  duty  most 
cheerfully  and  liberally  to  grant  to  ha 
Majesty  their  proportion  of  men  and 
money,  for  the  defence,  security  and  other 
public  services  of  the  British  Americaa 
colonies. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  iobabi- 
tants  of  this  province  are  entitled  to  aO 
the  liberties,  rights,  and  privileges,  of  ha 
Majesty's  subjects  in  Great  Britam  or 
elsewhere ;  and  that  the  constitutioo  of 
government  in  this  province  is  founded  os 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  tha 
noble  principles  of  English  liberty,  anl 
therefore  is,  or  ought  to  be,  perfect^ 
free. 

Resolved,  nem.  cm.  That  it  is  the  inte- 
rest, birthright,  and  indubitable  privik»e 
of  every  British  subject,  to  be  taxed  ouj 
by  his  own  consent,  or  that  of  his  Ic^  (^ 
presentatives,  in  conjunction  with  his  Mi- 
jestv,  or  his  substitutes. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  only  M 
representatives  of  the  inhabitants  oftb 
province  are  the  persons  theyaoDoallj 
elect,  to  serve  as  members  of  assembly. 

Resolved  therefore^  nem.  con.  Th>t  tb 
taxation  of  the  people  of  this  prorioce^taf 
any  other  persons  whatsoever  than  nw 
their  rej^resentatives  in  as8emblv>  is  ^ 
constitutional,  and  subversive  of  their  laoit 
valuable  riffhts. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  liqruV 
taxes  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  proviDCt 
in  any  other  manner,  being  maniMj 
subversive  of  public  liberty,  must,  of  ne* 
cessaiT  consequence,  be  utteriy  deitxv 
tive  or  public  happiness. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  That  thertfUii| 
an  authority  in  the  courts  of  adiniiv? 
to  decide  m  suiU  relating  to  the  stanf 
duties,  and  other  matters  foreign  to  tb^ 
proper  jurisdiction,  ishigUy  dangenHtfv 
the  liberties  of  his  Majes^'s  Amen^ 
subjects,  contrary  to  Ma^  ^^^J^ 
ffreat  charter  and  fi»untam  of  £>'$"^^. 
berty ,  and  destructive  of  one  of  ^®''.  °l^ 
darhne  and  acknowledged  rights,  tflw« 

trials  by  juries.  .    .   ^ 

Resolved,  nm.  6091.  That  it  is  tw  «J^ 
nion  of  this  house,  that  the  feBtmn%^, 
posed  by  several  late  acts  of  pa*^,?2 
on  the  trade  of  this  province,  «'  •  "^ 
when  the  people  labour  under  an  ^^^ 
debt,  must,  of  necessity,  be  attended  j^ 
the  mott  &tal  oontequeaces  s  notoD>J*^ 
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tbspronDcey  but  to  the  trade  of  our  mo- 
tiler  ooBBtiy. 

fidohedi  MM.  eoM.  That  this  hooae 
tliok  k  didr  duty  thus  firmiy  to  anert, 
fith  modei^  and  decency,  ^eir  inherent 
r^tliattheur  potteritj  may  learn  and 
boir  tint  it  was  not  with  their  consent 
nd  loqaieBoeDce,  that  any  taxes  riiould 
be  Isfied  so  them  bj  any  person,  but 
Aar  owft  npresentattfes ;  and  are  desir- 
siH^ihat  tee  thehr  resolves  should  re- 
nam  oDtUr  minutes,  as  a  testimony  of 
theiealaid  srdent  desire  of  the  present 
hooRflf  nembly,  to  presenre  thenr  ines- 
tnaMei^ghti,  which,  as  Englishmen,  they 
hre  jMMMed  ever  smce  this  province 
nsietiied,  and  to  transmit  them  to  their 
iitespQitaitjr. 

fiS&m  ttgamsi  the  Anteriean  Stamp 
ia^  Jaouary  17.  A  Petition  of  the 
Bmiiots  of  London,  trading  to  North 
America,  wis  presented  to  the  House,  and 
md;  letting  forth; 

^ThattM  petitioneri  have  been  long 
cnoeraed  in  carrying  on  the  trade  be- 
tween this  country  and  the  British  colo- 
nies <mthe.oontinent  of  North  America; 
od  that  tfaey  luive  annually  exported  very 
^  (pntities  of  British  manu&ctures, 
^^''oattiDg  of  woollen  goods  of  all  kinds, 
cottooi,  linens,  hardwibre,  shoes,  houshold 
faniiture,  and  almost  wi^oot  exception  of 
'^  otto  q>ecies  of  goods  manofac- 
tored  in  theie  Idnedoms,  besides  other 
''^  imported  from  abroad,  chieflv 
P^^i^^^ttted  with  oar  manufaistures  and  with 
^  prodoce  of  our  colonies ;  by  all  which, 
^  tboosand  manufacturers,  seamen, 
^Itbouien,  have  been  employed,  to  the 
^^  great  and  increasing  benefit  of  this 
^^^;  and  that;  in  return  for  these  ex- 
P|%tbe  petitioners  have  received  from 
^cdoiuM,  rice,  indico,  tobacco,  naval 
'^'^f  oil,  whale  fins,  furs,  and  lately 
P^,^,  with  other  commodities,  besides 
^"^^ttaoces  by  bills  of  exchangee  and  bul* 
^OD,  obtained  by  the  colonists  in  payment 
particles  of  their  produce,  not  required 
"^the  British  market,  and  therefore  ex- 
P^  to  other  places;  and  that,  from 
^nature  of  this  trade,  consisting  of  Bri- 
m  manofactnres  exported,  and  of  the 
^"'i^  of  raw  naateruds  from  America, 
^7  of  them  used  in  our  manufiictures, 
^^  aa  of  them  tending  to  lessen  our  de- 
P^l^^oce  on  neighbouring  states,  it  must 
^deemed  of  the  highest  importance  in 
^  commercial  system  of  this  nation ;  and 
^tUs  commerce,  so  beneficial  to  the 


state,  and  so  necessary  for  the  support  of 
multitudes,  now  lies  under  such  diffical- 
ties  and  discouragement,  that  nothing  less 
than  its  utter  rum  is  apprehended,  with* 
out  the  immediate  interposition  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
trade  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother 
country,  as  established  and  as  permitted 
for  many  years,  and  of  the  experience 
which  the  petitioners  have  had  of  the  rea* 
diness  of  the  Americans  to  make  their 
just  remittances  to  the  utmost  of  their  real 
ability,  they  have  been  induced  to  nAke 
and  venture  such  large  ^xportations  of 
British  manufactures,  as  to  Jeave  the  co- 
lonies indebted  to  the  merchants  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  sum  of  several  millions 
sterling;  and  that  at  this  time  the  colo- 
nists, when  pressed  for  payment,  appeal 
to  past  experience,  in  .proof  of  their  wil- 
lingness ;  but  declare  it  is  not  in  their 
power,  at  present,  to  make  good  their  en- 
gagements, alledging,  that  the  taxes  and 
restrictions  laid  upon  them,  and  the  ex- 
tension of  the  jurisdiction  of  vice  admi- 
ralty courts  established  by  some  late  acts 
of  parliament,  particularly  by  an  act 
passed  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  present 
Majesty,  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the 
British  colonies  aodplantationsin  America, 
and  by  an  act  paased  in  the  fifth  year  of 
his  present  Majesty,  for  granting  and  ap- 
plying certain  stamp  duties,  and  other 
duties,  in  the  British  colonies  and  planta- 
tions in  America,  with  several  regulations 
and  restraints,  which,  if  founded  in  acts 
of  parliament  for  defined  purposes,  are  re- 
presented to  have  been  extended  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  disturb  legal  commerce 
and  harass  the  fair  trader,  nave  so  fiir  in- 
terrupted the  usual  and  former  most  firuit- 
ful  branches  of  their  commerce,  restrained 
the  sale  of  their  produce,  thrown  the 
state  of  the  several  provinces  into  confu- 
sion, and  brought  on  so  great  a  number 
of  actual  bankruptcies,  that  the  former 
opportunities  and  means  of  remittances 
and  pajrments  are  utterly  lost  and  taken 
from  them ;  and  that  the  petitioners  are, 
by  these  unhappy  events,  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  applying  to  the  House,  in  or- 
der to  secure  themselves  and  their  fiinli* 
lies  from  impending  ruin;  to  prevent  a 
multitude  of  manufacturers  from  becoming 
a  burthen  to  the  community,  or  else  seek* 
ing  their  bread  in  other  countries,  tO;tha 
irretrievable  loss  of  this  kingdom;  and  to 
preserve  the  strength  of  this  nation  en- 
tire, its  commerce  flourishing,  the  reve* 
nues  increasing,  our  navigation,  the  bui* 
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«ark  of  tbe  kingdomi  in  a  at«le  of  growA 
4nd  extemign^  and  iha  coloDies,  from  inr 
plivatiaa,  du^y,  Aad  iDtevf^it,  firady  9(r 
tucii^d  to  tbe  inotb^rcpuatry ;  aiid  fl^ftf^ 
fore  praying  tbe  cmiidoraUpn  of  tbe  lyfOr 
nii^efiy  and  efiiUreatiag  fiMqh  mlioft  as  tp  the 
tiouse  sh^)  mssEk  ex|pedieQU" 

']iik  Petitifwi  wa«  sefeiTed  to  a  Com* 
fvuttee  of  the  Fbele  Home,  as  were  i4so 
the  foUpwing  i^tiliooet  vi^.  Of  die  nlili* 
1^,  wardeasi  and  eotonnooaHy  of  the  win 
<uely  cf  inereb^nm  veotinera  of  Ike  ck  j  of 
$ri»tol^  uader  their  cdoimofi  seel;  of  the 
l^ercbaiits.  tradesmen  a^d  manu&cturers 
d  the  WHO  pity ;  of  the  merchants  of  li- 
ferpool,  trading  to  and  firom  America  and 
the  coast  of  Africa ;  of  the  merchaots» 
tradesmen,  and  manufacturers  of  tbe  town 
iMEid  parish  of  Hali&x  ;  of  tbe  merchants 
and  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Leeds, 
trading  to  the  several  colonies  of  North 
America,  and  of  tbe  maau&cturersof  broad 
irooUen  doth,  and  sundry  other  assort- 
ments of  wQoUen  goods,  manufiictured 
for  supplying  the  North  American  mar-f 
l^ets;  of  tbe  merchants  of  Lancaster  trad- 
ing to  and  from  North  America  ;  of  the 
9ierchants,  manufiKsturers,  and  traders  of 
Ibe  town  of  Manchester,  and  neigbbdnr- 
^ood  thereof;  of  the  manufacturers  of  tbe 
town  and  county  of  Leicester;  and  of  the 
dotbiers  and  manuftcturers  of  supesfine 
broa4  doth,  in  the  town  e£  Bradford  in 
Wiltshire;  all  complaining  of  a  great  de- 
eay  in  tbe  trade  to  tbe  North  American 
colonies,  owing  to  tlie  late  obstractions 
and  embarrassmettts  laid  tbereooi  and 
praying  relief. 

And  afterwards  there  wene  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  and  rcaferved  to  the 
same  Coasmittee,  tbe  Ibllowisg  Petitums, 
.  tia*  of  the  prindpal  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Frome;  of  the  merchants,  fiictora,  and 
manufaoturen  of  Birmingham;  of  the 
mayor,  bailifi,  and  commonalty,  of  tbe 
city  of  Coventry,  and  the  prineipal  trades- 
men and  manufacturers  of  silk  ribbands  and 
worsted  goods*  in  and  near  tbe  said  d^^ 
whose  commoA  seal  and  names  are  there* 
unto  respectively  afixed,  in  behalf  of 
tbemielves  and  others  concerned  in  the 
said  manufactures;  of  the  merchants  and 
4ealen  in  the  silk,  mohair,  and  button  nsa- 
f  ttfaduffcs,  residing  in  tb6  town  of  Mac- 
€le8%ld;  of  the  tnepcbants,  traders^  and 
manufacturers  of  Wohednmpton ;  of  the 
aaerchanta,  traders,  and  manufhctorers  of 
Stourbridge ;  of  tbe  merchants  and  menu- 
ftctureia  of  I>u^ey;  of  the  tradesmen^ 
manufsctiyef%   te.  erf  t)|^  borough  of 


Mu»eb«94)  of  lbf»  iMyor,  al^tetmen,  bur* 
jesses,  principal  inhabitants,  aad  tradera^ 
m  tbe  wo^l^  piaQK^tory  io  Taunton ; 
of  tbe  mfisterft  wardepsi  and  cospmonalty^ 
ef  b^Sfiket  weavers  io  Witney;  of  the 
m«yor»  recorder,  a)dennf«i«  sheriff,  and 
eoaimopalty,  ot  the  tawa  sind  teeuniy  of 
tbe  t0wa  of  F^wcaide  vpe»  Tybe;  of  tbe 
perchjuats  of  Gla^w  ti^ding  xo  North 
Ameriea;  <tf  the  hvibff  s»d  buiweeeea  of 
Cbi|i|iie9b<tm ;  <w4  of  the  prindpd  trades- 
men, m9im&Qturer%  and  iidiabJtaiM4»  of 
the  te^n  of  Noltingh|u»;  all  centwfiing 
much  the  same  eomntaiiil  Ke  ia  the  former 
petition^  and  ceneluiiK^  ^ilb  the  same 
prayer. 

Jan.  28.  The  House  resplTe4  itMlf  ioto 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  con- 
sider of  the  petHioan  and  fA^ra ;  atod  on 
th^tday,  tbe39th»  and  Slot  ef  January, 
and  on  the  Srd,  5^,  7ib,  lOtb,  llth^  1  Sib^ 
13Ui,  nth.  IHh^  fuid  3lst»  of  Febmafy» 
on  some  of  which  days  tbeeomstotlee  eoA« 
tinned  sitting  till  aAer  (ipte  o'dpdt  In  tbe 
morning.  Duriag  lAiis  time  gfent  num^ 
hers  of  other  pe^tioas,  letters  end  papers 
were  laid  heme  ithe  House :  partieudarly 
a  Fetition  of  Siepbeo  FuJler,  esq.  agetit  m 
the  ifilaod  of  Jamaica*  seltiiig  forth, 

«<  Jlaiti,  in  the  year  1769,  there  brake 
cot  tiKo  tebeHiDfi^  m  tbe  asid  islendy  whi^ 
threatened  nof<  oe]0r  the  deetruetiAD  of  tbe 
inhabitents,  but  the  loss  of  that  luiloable 
colony  to  Crjreat  Britain ;  and  thafc  after 
the  said  tiebdUona*  the  assembfy  e£  thd 
sfi(id  island  tbou^  pmiper,  in.  order  ui 
defray  the  experice  that  inormsed  on  ac-j 
count  thcMo^  to  lay  a  tax  by  way  o^ 
stamps,  whioh  tax  was  laid  in  the  yeav 
1760,  and  eontiaued  till  Deoember  176Sj 
when  that  huw  was-suflferod  to  empive,  oq 
account,  es  the  petitioner  is  informed,  and| 
believes,  of  its.being  une<)U8l  and  burdenH 
some,  asit  cerlatnly  was  ib  a  high  degrees 
and  that  tbe  petitioner  most  humbly  cooj 
ceiving,  Uiat  the  act  for  impesing  certain 
stamp  datiea»  in  the  ^Hsh  oolmiies  end 
fdantations  in,  Ameriqa,  will  be  attended 
with  the  same  ioconvenieneee,  iT  no^ 
greater  (on  account  that  the  fiirfeiiare^ 
and  penalttea  incurted.  osay  be  atiad  Icn 
and  recoTerG4  is  any  court  of  reoond,  o^ 
in  any  count  of  admirak^r  or  vice  admirekj 
in  the  isknd^at  the  election  of  the  infomaei 
or  prasecuter)pfayedseoh  relief  itiibe  pi^ 
miscs,  aate  the  House  shoisU  seem  mc^t.'^ 

There  bad  also  oa  the  £l8t  of  Jantiarj 
bean  presented  and  read,  a  petitioA  o 
fidward  Meategu,  i^^ei  &r  the  onloBiy  m 
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Fff^  mi  a  petition  •£  WJHiam  Kn«x, 
^ibr  titt  proriocae  of  Gewigia, repro* 
aBUi^  the  UMibiiitx  of  th^ao  provinoeo  to 
piftheimpdtalj;  which  lliroo  petitions 
lere  the  <mj  potitioM  prcfeeolod  thio 
mn  ID  the  oaiDc  of  the  coknifs. 

Tbe  Home,  ia  t  Commitleey  not  oi^y 
exanioed  dw  Petttaoiie  and  Papers  laid 
before  thcnubfit  dao  aoreral  persoDS  whom 
they  ortaei  to  attend ;  and  aoMmg  them 
vaa  Doctor  Bea^soiiin  FimnUiBy  -whoso 
Exmentiai,  being  retry  intenatingt  ia 
hereioNilBi 

ExaMustm  (^JDr.  Benjamin  FranWn. 


Whu  is  your  daasOi  and  olaoo  of 
ibode^-A.  Franklin,  of  Philaddphiiu 
Dotbe  AiaericBna  pay  anvoonsMlerable 
»  anoar    theniMvas  r -^  Certafadr 


en«  anoa^    theniBdvas  ? -««  Certabljr 
nnj,  lod  Tcrj  hoavy  taxes. 

Whitars  tlie  present  taxes  in  Benasyl- 
nsia,  Ud  bj  ilie  laws  of  the  ocdenj  ?-« 
Thoeaif  tsaeson  id  estates  veal  and  par« 
ral^ipoB-tsx,  a  tax  on  all  offices,  nrofe^. 
nov,  tiode^  and  busiaesscs,  aeeorsing  to 
their  profits;  so  excise  on  aM  wine^  rum, 
aal  oihfiripint ;  and  a  da^  af  ten  pounds 
per  hesd  OB  all  negroes  'inqposteo,  with 
nae  other  doties. 

For  vbat  pwposes  are  those  taxea  laid  ^ 
-For  de  support  of  the  citiI  and  anlitary 
^stsblisbnents  of  tlie  coontryi  and  to  dis^ 
eba^  the  heavy  debt  conOracted  in  the 
l«wsr. 

Hov  long  are  those  taxes  to  contisiue  I 
--Thoiefor  disoharginff  the  debt  are  to 
contioaetill  1772»  and  longer^  if  the  debt 
AouM  oot  be  tlien  all  discharged.  The 
<i^  most  akraya  continnek. 

Wv  it  not  expected  that  the  debt 
^^  hire  been  aooaer  dsBcfanvaed  ?~ 
^  ^  when  the  peaoa  was  made  with 
fiaoceand  Spain  ;  bat  a  feesh  war  braak. 
f?oot  whh  the  Indians,  a  ivssh  kndof 
«^t  ns  iBcamd^  aadtbo  taaae%  of  oswaOi 
^ooed  longer  by  n  new  biw. 

Aie  not  all  die  poople  very  able  to  pay 
^  tnes  ^-^No*  The  famtier  countios^ 
daioogthe  continent,  bowing  boenfro^ 
9»ntly  nwaged  by  the  eaennp,  and 
^^  uapoverishedC  are  able  to  pay  very 
r^  tax.  And  drarefoiw,  in  considera- 
^  of  dieir  distrasoes,  oup  btte  tax  hiwa 
^  .^>V«Mify  ftnrour  tbose  oounties,  ex- 
^  the  snftrera;  and  I  soppooe  the 
^^  is  done  in  other  goremmonCs. 

Ane  not  yon  csnetmed  in  tbe  nanage- 
J^t  oTUiepost  office  in  Amefica  ^^YeB\ 
^M^^  P«itwaater  genend  of  North 


Dofi^t  you  tMnk  the  dktrilMtMxi  of 
stamps,  by  post,  to  all  the  inhabitants,  Tory 
pmctioabie,  if  there  was  no  oppositkm  ?— 
The  posts  only  go  along  tbe  sea  caaats  i 
they  00  not,  except  hi  a  few  inataneea,  so 
back  aato  the  country ;  and  if  they  did^ 
sending  for  stamps  by  post  rrnnld  onraaiias 
an  axpence  of  poatage,  ansoontiag, 
b  many  cases,  to  muqh  asova  than  that  of 
Iflie  atampa  theosaelvea. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  NewCMHidk 
land  2<-4  nemr  was  there. 

Do  you  know  whether  there  are  anjr 
past4naads  on  that  island  ?«*^  bane  beasd 
that  there  are  no  asads  at  ail;  but  tbaa 
die  oonasanication  betawon  one  eettfe- 
ment  and  another  is  bysoa  only. 

Can  yon  dispevse  theataasps  by  post  3m 
Canada  ?.«^Th8ra  ia  only  a  poet  between 
Montmd  and  Quobee.  The  iniaManta 
live  ao  aeatterod  and  aeasate  from  enrb 
oAev,  iotbat  vsat  country^  that  poatacai^ 
not  be  supported  among  thans,  and  tbeva* 
fare  they  oannat  ^  aUnspa  per  nest. 
The  English  odooiee  toe,  aioag  the  nroiw 
tieiBy  are  very  thfady  aetlM. 

From  the  toiimess  of  tbe  baek  aettla* 
ments,  would  not  the  Stamp  Act  be  ex* 
tremciy  ineoaiveniant  to  the  inhabitants 
if  execvtedf— To  be  suae  it* would;  aa 
many  of  the  inhabitants  ooald  not  got 
stamps  when  they  had  occaaion  for  thoa^ 
without  taking  long  jouraeys^  and  spend* 
ing,  pel  hops,  thine  or  foar  pounda,  thai 
lite  crown  might  get  sixpenoe. 

Are  not  the  colonics,  frem  their  ckcun»» 
stances^  very  able  to  pay  the  atamp  daty  i 
-^In  my  opinion,  there  is  not  gold  and 
silver  enough  in  the  ooloniea  to  pay  dio 
stamp  duty  for  one  year. 

Don't  you  kaaw  that  the  mone^  bHsIb^ 
fitMs  tbe  stamps  was  att  to  he  kid  eat  as 
Ameriea)^-!  know  it  ia  appropriated  h^ 
the  aot  to  tbe  Aaseriean  aei^co;  bat  H 
wtH  be  apent  in  the  oonqnered  colonies, 
where  the  soidsem  are,  not  in  the  cehnuso 
thatpayit* 

Is  dieia  not  abalanee  of  trade  dueffam 
tbe  colonies  where  the  traeps  are  poated» 
that  will  braig  baek  the  money  to  the  m 
eoloaies  ? — I  think  not.  I  beUave  ▼eiy 
little  wouM  cone  baek.  i  know  of  ad 
trade  likely  to  bring  it  back.  I  drink  il 
would  come  from  tbe  colonies  whom  il 
waa  spont  directly  to  Bnghad';  for  I  have 
always  obaerved,  that  in  every  colony  tba 
more>  fdenty  iifi  means  tii  remitlanoe  to 
Engknil,.  die  more  goods  are  sent  far,  aad 
the  more  tmde  with  England  oarried  on. 

What  nuoriMT  of  vchiiia  inbabitaata  da 
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joa  thmk  there  are  in  Pennsjlnuiui? — I 
loppoie  there  mey  be  aboat  160,000. 
^whaft  miinber  of  them  are  Quaken ? — 
Pdliapi  a  third. 

What  nmnber  ef  Germaiit  ?-«Perii8pa 
another  third;  hot  I  cannot  speak  with 
ccrHinty, 

Hare  any  nnmber  of  the  Germans  seen 
service,  as  sotdien,  in  Europe  I — ^Yes, 
niany  of  them,   both   in   Europe  and 


Are  they  as  much  dissatisfied  with  the 
stamp  duty  as  the  English  ?— Yes,  and 
Bunre;  ana  with  reason,  as  their  stamps 
are,  in  many  cases,  to  be  double. 

How  many  white  men  do  you  suppose 
there  are  m  North  America?— About 
S00,000,   from  16  to  60  years  of  age. 

What  may  be  the  amount  of  one  ^ei&s 
imports  into  Pennsylvania  from  Britain  ? — 
I  have  been  informed  that  our  merchants 
compute  the  imports  from  Britain  to  be 
above  50O/)0OL 

What  may  be  the  amount  of  the  ^oduoe 
of  your  province  escported  to  Britam  ? — ^It 
must  be  small,  as  we  produce  little  that  is 
wanted  in  Britain.  1  suppose  it  cannot 
exceed  40,000/L 

Hoif  then  do  you  pay  the  balance  ? — 
The  balance  is  paid  b^  our  produce  car- 
ried to  the  West  Indies,  ana  sold  in  our 
own  islands,  or  to  the  French,  Spaniards, 
Danes,  and  Dutch;  by  the  same  carried 
to  other  colonies  in  North  America,  as  to 
New  England,  Nova  Scotia,  Newfound- 
land, Carolina,  and  Georgia ;  by  the  same 
carried  to  difierent  parts  of  Europe,  as 
Spain,  Portugal  and  Italy.  In  all  which 
places  we  receive  either  money,  bills  of 
exchange,  or  commodities  that  suit  for  re- 
mittance to  Britain ;  which,  together  with 
all  the  profits  on  the  industry  of  our  mer- 
chants and  mariners,  arising  in  those  dr- 
cnitoos  voyages,  and  the  fraghts  made  by 
dieur  ships,  centre  finally  in  Britain  to  dis- 
charge the  balance,  and  pay  for  Britidi 
manufactures  contmually  used  in  the  pro* 
Tince,  or  sold  to  foreigners  by  our  traaers. 

Have  you  heard  of  any  difficulties  lately 
laid  on  the  Spanish  trade  ? — Yes,  I  have 
heard  that  it  has  been  greatly  obstructed 
by  some  new  regulations,  and  by  the  Eng- 
luh  men  of  war  and  cutters  stationed  ul 
along  the  coast  in  America. 

D^  yon  think  it  right,  that  America 
should  be  protected  by  this  country,  and 
pay  no  part  of  the  expence  ?— That  is  not 
the  case.  The  colonies  raised,  clothed 
and  paid,  during  the  last  war,  near  25,000 
«ien»  andqpent  many  milliooa» . 


Weie  yon  not  reimborsed  by  ^    _ 
ment?— Wewere  only  reimbaraed  "mwX 
in  your  opinion,  we  had  advanced 
oar  proportion,  or  beyond  vrfutf 
reasonably  be  expected  from  as ; 
was  a  very  small  part  ef  what  we 
Pennsylvania,    in    particular, 
about  500,000L,  and  the 
in  the  iHude,  did  not  exceed  60,00011. 

You  have  said  that  you  pay  henvj 
in  Pennsylvania ;  what  dp  they  amoant 
in  the  pound  ?^The  tax  onaD 
real  Imd  personal,  is  eighteen  pence  in 
pound,  fully  rated ;   and  the  tax  on  tht 
profits  of  trades  andprofessions,  with 
taxes,  do,  I  suppos^make  fiill  half  n 
in  the  pound. 

Do  you  know  any  thmg  of  the  rate  of. 
exdiange  in  Pennsylvania,  and  wfaecher  M\ 
has  fidfen  lately? — ^It  is  commonly 
170tol75.  I  have  heard  that  it  has 
lately  firom  175  to  162  and  a  half, 
I  suppose,  to  Uieir  lessening  thor 
fi»r  goods;   and  when  their  debts  to 
country  are  paid,  I  think  the  exi 
will  probably  be  at  par. 

Do  not  you  think  theneople'of 
would  submit  to  pay  tne  stamp  datj, 
it  was  mod(prated  ? — No,   neyer, 
compdled  by  force  of  arms. 

Axe  not  the  taxes  in  Pennsylvania  laiA 
on  uneaually,  in  order  to  burd(en  the  Hng^ 
lish  traae,  particularly  the  tax  on  profiea* 
sions  and  business  ?•— It  is  not  more  bur* 
densome  in  proportion  than  the  tax  on 
lands.  It  is  intended,  and  supposed  to* 
take  an  equal  proportion  of  profits. 

How  is  the  assembly  composed?  OC 
what  kinds  of  people  are  the  menabecs^ 
landholders  or  traders  ?— It  is  composed  of 
landholders,  merchants,  and  artificers. 

Are  not  the  majority  landholders  ?— I 
believe  they  are. 

Do  not  tney,asmuchas  possible,  shift  the 
tax  off  from  the  land,  to  ease  that,  and  lay 
the  burthen  heavier  on  trade? — I  have 
never  understood  it  so.  I  never  heard  soch 
a  thing  suggested.  And  indeed  an  attempt 
of  that  kind  could  answer  no  purpose. 
The  merchant  or  trader  is  always  skilled 
in  figures,  and  ready  with  his  pen  and  ink. 
If  unequal  burdens  are  laid  on  hia  trade, 
he  outs  an  additional  price  on  his  goods ; 
and  the  consumers,  who.  are  chiefly  Iand<« 
holders,  finally  pay  the  greatest  part,  if 
not  the  whole. 

What  was  the  temper  of  America  towards 
Great  Britain  before  the  year  176S? — The 
best  in  the  world.  They  submitted  willingly 
to  the  government  of  the  crowo,and  paid^ta 
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iSI^r  courts,  obedience  to  acts  of  porlifr- 
meoL  Numerous  as  the  people  are  in  the 
tefenl  old  provinces,  they  cost  you  no* 
ihiBg  in  fortSy  citadels,  garrisons  or  armies, 
ta  keep  them  in  subjection.  They  were 
goferoed  by  this  country  at  the  expence 
(mlj  of  a  little  pen,  ink,  and  paper.  They 
were  led  by  a  thread.  Tliey  had  not  only 
a  respect,  but  an  affection  for  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  lu  lairs,  its  customs  and  manners, 
anderenafimdlnessfor  its  fashions,  Uiat 
greatly  increased  the  commerce.  Natives 
of  Bntsffl  vere  always  treated  with  par- 
ticular itprd ;  to  be  an  Old-England  man 

was,  tf  i^el^  a  character  of  some  respect, 

and  gare  a  kind  of  rank  among  us. 

Aid  what  is  their  temper  now?— O, 
'  my  ffloch  altered. 

Did  yon  ever  bear  the  authority  of  par- 
lameDt  to  make  laws  for  America  ques- 
tioned till  lately  ?— The  authority  of  par- 
liameDt  was  allowed  to  be  valid  in  all  laws, 
except  such  as  should  lay  internal  taxes. 
It  was  never  disputed  in  laying  duties  to 
regulate  cxmimerce. 

In  what  proportion  hath  population  in- 
cressed  in  America  ? — I  think  the  inhabi- 
tantiof  an  the  provinces  together,  taken 
at  a  medium,  double  in  about  25  years. 
But  their  demand  for  British  manufactures 
ioGTeases  much  &ster,  as  the  consumption 
k  not  merely  in  j^roportion  to  their  num- 
bers, but  grows  with  the  growing  abilities 
of  the  same  numbers  to  pay  for  Uiem.  In 
1723,  the  whole  importation  from  Britain 
to  Pennsylvania,  was  but  about  ISfiOOL 
sterling;  it  is  now  near  half  a  million. 

In  what  light  did  the  people  of  America 
QBe  to  consider  the  parliament  a^  Great 
Britain  ?— They  considered  the  parliament 
as  the  great  btuwark  and  security  of  their 
liberties  and  privileges,  and  always  spoke 
of  it  vith  the  utmost  respect  and  venera* 
tion.  Arbitrary  ministers,  they  thought, 
might  possibly,  at  times,  attempt  to  op- 
pesB  them ;  but  the^  relied  on  it,  that  the 
{»rliament,  on  appbcation,  would  always 
give  redress.  They  remembered,  with 
gratitude,  a  strong  Instance  of  this,  when 
a  bio  was  brought  into  parliament,  with  a 
dause  to  make  royal  instructions  laws  in 
tlie  colonies,  which  the  House  of  Com- 
BODS  would  not  pass,  and  it  was  thrown 
out. 

And  have  they  not  still  the  same  respect 
for  parliament? — No;  it  is  greatly  les- 
sened. 

To  what  causes  is  that  owing  ?--To  a 
concurrence  of  causes;  the  restraints 
lately  laid  on  their  trade,  by  which  the 


bringing  of  fordgn  gold  and  silver  into 
the  colonies  was  prevented;  the  prohibi- 
tion of  making  paper  money  among  them- 
selves ;  and  then  demand  anew  and  heavy 
tax  by  stamps;  taking  away  at  the  samo 
time,  trials  by  juries^  and  refu^g  to  re* 
ceive  and  hear  tneir  humble  petitions. 

Don't  you  think  they  would  submit  ta 
the  Stamp  Act,  if  it  was  modified,  the  ob- 
noxious parts  taken  out,  and  the  duty  re- 
duced to  some  particuhurs,  of  small  mo^ 
ment  ? — No ;  they  will  never  submit  to  it. 

What  do  vou  think  is  the  reason  thai 
the  people  of  America  increase  faster  than 
in  England?-«Because  theymarry  younger^ 
and  more  generally. 

Why  so  ?— Because  any  young  coupla 
that  are  industrious,  may  easify  obtain 
land  of  their  own,  on  whiai  they  can  raisa^ 
afamOy. 

Are  not  the  lower  rank  of  people  mora 
at  their  ease  in  America  than  in  England  { 
—-They  may  be  so,  if  they  are  sdber  and 
diligent,  as  they  are  better  paid  for  their 
labour. 

What  is  your  opinioi^of  a  future  tax; 
imposed  on  the  same  pnnciple  with  that 
of  the  Stamp  Act,  how  would  the  Ame- 
ricans receive  it  ?--Just  as  they  do  thia^ 
Thev  would  not  pay  it. 

Have  not  you  heard  of  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  and  of  the  House  of  Lords,  as* 
sertin^  the  rieht  of  parliament  rdating  to 
America,  inauding  a  power  to  tax  tha 
people  there  ?— Yes^  I  have  heard  of  audi 
resolutions. 

What  will  be  the  opinion  of  the  Ame* 
ricans  on  those  resolutioas  ?— They  will 
think  them  unconstitutional  and  unjust.    ^ 

Was  it  an  opinion  in  America  brfora 
1763,  that  the  parliament  had  no  rieht  ta. 
lay  taxes  and  duties  there  ?^I  never  neard 
any  objection  to  the  right  of  laying  duties 
to  regiuate  commerce ;  but  a  right  to  lay 
internal  taxes  was  never  supposed  to  be  ia 
parliament,  as  weare  notrepreseoted  there. 

On  what  do  vou  founa  your  opinioiip 
that  the  people  m  America  made  anysuch 
distinction  ?— I  know  that  whenever  tha 
subject  has  occurred  in  conversation  where 
I  have  been  present,  it  has  appeared  to  be 
the  opinion  of  every  one,  that  we  coukl 
not  be  taxed  in  a  parliament  where  wa 
were  not  represented.  But  the  payment 
of  duties  laid  by  act  of  parliament,  as  re* 
gulations  of  commerce,  was  never  disputed* 

But  can  you  name  any  act  of  assembly, 
or  public  act  of  any  of  your  ffovernmentSi 
that  made  such  distinction  ?— -F  do  not  know 
that  there  wa^  any;   I  think  there  waa 
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ii«rer  sb  ooenidii  t»  nudos  any  such  act, 
tili  now  that  y^a  have  attempted  ta  tax 
us;  that  faai  occasioned  reaolotions  of  as^ 
aemblTy  declaring  the  dktinctioo,  in  which 
i  thmk  every  assenbly  on  the  cominent, 
md  every  member  in  every  assemblyy  have 
been  unanimous. 

What  then  eocM  occasion  convema- 
tieos  on  that  subject  before  that  time  ?** 
There  was,  hi  1754,  a  proposition  made  (I 
iidak  it  came  .from  hence)  that  in  case  of 
a  war,  which  was  then  af^rehended,  the 
governors  of  the  colonies  should  meet,  and 
order  the  levying  of  troops,  buildmg  of 
forts,  aii4  taking  every  other  necessary 
measure  for  the  general  defence;  and 
ahould  draw  on  the  treasury  here,  for  the 
aums  eapeiided,  which  were  afterwards  to 
he  raisei  in  ^le  co)eiite&  by  a  general  tax, 
to  be  laid  on  them  by  act  of  paiiiament. 
This  oocasioned  a  good  deal  of  eonversa- 
tiam  on  the  subject,  and  the  general  ofli- 
Men  was,  that  the  parfiament  neitlier 
wWd,  nor  could  lay  any  taoc  en  us,  tili 
we  were  duly  represented  in  parliament, 
beoaose  it  was  not  just,  nor  agreeable  to 
IW  nature  of  an  English  oanetitutioo. 

DorH  yon  fenow  there  was  a  thne  in 
Kew  yoifc,  when  it  was  under  conaidera* 
tion  to  make  an  application  Co  parliament, 
ae  ky  taxes  on  that  colony,  iq)on  a  defi- 
eieacy  asioag  from  the  aseembly^s  refus<> 
iag  or  noglacchig  to  raise  the  neeeesaiy 
•upplies  for  the  support  of  the  civU  go- 
varameac  ^I  never  heard  of  it. 

There  was  such  an  application  under 
conndeeation  in  )iew  York ;  and  do  you 
smprchend  they  could  suppose  the  nght 
of  Daiiameoa  to*  lay  a  tax  m  America  was 
mv  locals  and^  oenftned  t»  the  case  of  a 
dfeaeieaey  in  »  partivultr  e(4ony,  by  a  ve- 
iisal  of  ift» assembly  to  raise  tbe^necessary 
«nppiiee?—- They  coald  not  sappose  such 
1^  case,  ae  that  the  assembly  would  not 
aaise  the  neosasary  sn^fyplies  to  support  its 
(Ovm  government.  An  assembly  that  would 
aefuse  it,  arast  want  common  sense,  wbnch 
caanoC  be  sopposedi  I  think  there  was 
Bsiror  anysacA  ease  at  New  York,  and 
that  ft  mnst  be  a»  misrepresentation,  or  the 
ihoO  must  be  misunderstood.  I  know 
there  have  been  some  attempts,  by  minis- 
terial imrtmctions  from  hence,  to  obKge 
Ihte  assemMes-to  settle  permanent  salaries 
on  governors,  whieii  they  wisely  refused 
Do  do ;  but  I  believe  no  assembly  of  New 
YorJb,  or  any  ether  cehmy,  ever  refused 
iUily  to  sc^evt  government,  by  proper 
«Uowanoes»  from  tinae  to  time,  to  public 
officers 


But  in  case  a  governor,  acting  by  in* 
struction,  ahould  call  on  an  assemhiy  to 
raise  the  necessary  simplies,  and  the  asaem* 
bly  should  refuse  to  do  it,  do  you  not  think 
it  would  then  be  for  the  good  of  tfa«  peo* 
pie  of  the  colony,  as  weU  as  neccaanry  ti 
government,  that  the  parliament  ahoidd 
tax  them  ^^—I  do  not  thrak  it  would  be  oe»  < 
OBSsary*     If  an  assembly  could  possiblf  < 
be  so  absurd  as  to  refuse  raising  tiie  mtf» 
plies  requisite  for  the  maintenance  of  ge» 
vemment  among  them,   they  could  net 
long  remain  in  such  a  situation  ;  the  dis* 
ordcfs  and  confusion  occasioDed  by  it, 
must  soon  bring  them  to  reason. 

If  it  should  not,  ought  not  the  right  Is 
be  in  Great  Britain  ofnpplyiaga  retnedj? 
A  right  only  to  be  used  m  sneh  a  oase,  I 
should  have  so  objection  to,  SiMjosing  it 
to  be  used  merely  for  the  good  or  thepea^ 
pie  of  the  colony. 

But  who  is  to  judge  of  that,  Britain  sr 
die  colony? — These  that  feel  €:an  bol 
judge. 

You  say  the  colonies  have  afci>ayasqh* 
Rixtted  to  external  taxes,  and  object  to  the 
right  of  parUJament  only  inlayiivgf  aatensl 
taxetf ;  now  can  you  shew  that  thens  isesy 
land  of  dfftpence  between  the  two  taxe* 
to  the  colony  on  which  they  may  be  laid? 
— -I  think  tile  <fifference  is  very  great.  Aa 
eocternai)  tax  is  a  duty  hiid  on  commoddies 
inpovted;  that,- duty  is  added  to  t^Ns  first 
cost,  and  other  charges  on  the  ocHnme* 
di^,  and  when  it  is  offered  to  sale,  makei 
a  part  of  the  price.  If  the  people  do  net 
like. it  at  that  price,  they  refuse  it;  thef 
aee  not  oMiged  to>  pay  it.  Bat  an  intetnal 
tax  ia  ferctd'^  fhsas  the  pieople  without  their 
consent,  if  not  Isid  by  their  own  repie^ 
sentatvves*  The  Stamp  Act  says,  we  ahid 
have  no  commevoe,  make  no  exchange  of 
property  with  each  other,  neither'  pur^ 
chase  nor  grant,  nor  recover  d^ta ;  we 
shall  neither  marry  nor  make  our  wi&, 
unleas  we  pay  such  sums,  and  thus  it  is 
intended  to  extoit  our  money  from  us,  or 
ruin  US'  by  the  consequences  of  refusing 
to  pay  it. 

But  supposing  the  intenud  tax  or  doty 
to  be  laid  on  the  necessaries  of  Kfb  im^ 
ported  into  your  colony,  will  not  that  be 
the  same  thing  in  its  efi^cts  as*  an  internal 
tax  ? — I  do  not  know  a  single  article  im* 
ported  into  the  northern  colonies^  biic  what 
they  can  either  do  without  or  make  them« 
selves. 

Don't  yott  think  doth  ft'om  England 
absolutely  necessary  to  them  ?--«No,  by 
aO'iueane  abeokild^  neeessaiy ;  with  in** 
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dottiT  and  good  maiiageinent,  they  may 
fenr  veD  supply  themselyes  with  all  they 
wast 

Will  it  not  take  a  long  time  to  esta- 
bfidi  that  manufkcture  among  them ;  and 
most  they  not  in  the  mean  while  suffer 
greatly  ? — I  think  not.  They  have  made 
a  suTprieiBg  progress  already.  And  1  am 
of  opinion,  that  before  their  old  clothes 
are  wore  out,  they  will  have  new  ones  of 
^ir  own  nalnng. 

Can  they  possibly  find  wool  enough  in 
Korth  America  ?*-TheyhaTe  taken  steps 
to  increase  the  wool.  They  entered  into 
genefil  eombination  to  eat  no  more  lamb, 
and  very  few  lambs  were  killed  last  year. 

Tbas  coarse  persisted  in,  will  soon  make  a 
prad^'ous  difierence  in  the  auantity  of 
^ool.  And  the  establishing  or  great  ma- 
oD&ctories,  like  those  in  the  clothing 
tovDi  here,  is  not  necessary,  as  it  is  where 
thebosineaa  is  to  be  earned  on  for  the 
parposes  of  trade.  The  people  will  all 
ipin  and  work  for  themselves,  m  their  own 
bouses. 

Can  there  be  wool  and  manufacture 
enough  in  one  or  two  years  ?— -In  three 
jears,  I  think,  there  may. 

Does  not  the  severity  of  the  winter,  in 
the  northern  colonies,  occasion  the  wool 
to  be  of  bad  quality  ?— No,  the  wool  is 
venr  fine  and  good. 

ha  the  more  southern  colonies,  as  in 
Virginia,  dcm't  you  know  that  the  wool  is 
coarse,  and  only  a  kind  of  hair  ? — I  don't 
know  it.  I  never  heard  it.  Yet  I  have 
been  sometimes  in  Virginia.  I  cannot 
say  I  ever  took  particular  notice  of  the 
wool  there,  but  I  believe  it  is  good,  though 
I  cannot  speak  positively  of  it;  but  Virgi- 
nia, and  the  colonies  south  of  it,  have  less 
oocasioo  for  wool ;  their  winters  are  short, 
and  sot  very  severe,  and  they  can  very 
wefl  dothe  themselves  with  linen  and  cot- 
ton of  their  own  raising  for  the  rest  of  the 
year. 

Are  not  the  people  in  the  more  northern 
colonies  obliged  to  fodder  their  sheep  all 
the  winter  ? — ^In  some  of  the  most  northern 
cokmies  they  may  be  obliged  to  do  it 
iooie  part  of  the  winter. 

Cmisidering  the  resolutions  of  parllap 
Bent  as  to  the  right,  do  you  think,  if  the 
Stamp  Act  is  repealed,  that  the  North 
Americans  will  be  satisfied? — I  believe 
tbeywiU. 

Why  do  you  think  so  ? — ^I  think  the  re- 
solutions of  ru^ht  will  give  them  very  little 
concern,  if  they  are  never  attempted  to 
be  carried  into  practice.    The  colonies 
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will  probably  consider  themselves  in  thtf 
same  situation,  in  that  respect,  with  Ire- 
land; they  know  you  claim  the  same 
right  with  regard  to  Ireland,  but  you  never 
exercise  it.  And  they  may  believe  you 
never  will  exercise  it  m  the  colonies,  any 
more  than  in  Ireland,  unless  on  some  very 
extraordinary  occasion. 

But  who  are  to  be  the  judges  of  that 
extraordinary  occasion  ?  Is  not  the  parlia- 
ment ?  —  Though  the  parliament  may 
judge  of  the  occasion,  the  people  will 
think  it  tan  never  exercise  such  right,  till 
representatives  from  the  colonies  are  ad-» 
nutted  into  parliament,  and  that  whenever 
the  occasion  arises,  representatives  will  bo 
ordered. 

Did  you  never  hear  that  Maryland,  dur- 
ing the  last  war,  had  refused  to  furnish 
a  quota  towards  the  common  defence  ?— - 
Maryland  has  been  much  misrepresented 
in  that  matter.  Maryland,  to  my  know- 
ledge, never  refiised  to  contribute,  or 
grant  aids  to  the  crown.  The  assemblies 
every  year,  during  the  war,  voted  consi- 
derable sums,  and  formed  bills  to  raise 
them.  The  bills  were,  according  to  ths 
constitution  of  that  province,  sent  up  to 
the  council,  or  upper  house,  for  concur- 
rence, that  they  might  be  presented  to  tho 
governor,  in  onler  to  be  enacted  into  laws. 
Unhappy  disputes  betireen  the  two  houses, 
arising  from  the  defects  of  that  constitu- 
tion principally,  rendered  all  the  bills  but 
one  or  two  abortive.  The  proprietary's 
council  rejected  them.  It  is  true,  Mary- 
land did  not  contribute  its  proportion,  but 
it  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  fault  of  the  go- 
vernment, not  of  the  people. 

Was  it  not  talked  of  in  the  other  pro- 
vinces as  a  proper  measure  to  apply  to 
Earliament  to  compel  them?-*-!  nave 
card  such  discourse:  but  as  it  was  well 
known  that  the  people  were  not  to  blame, 
no  such  application  was  ever  made,  or 
any  step  taken  towards  it. 

Was  it  not  proposed  at  a  public  meet- 
ing?— Not  that  I  Know  of. 

Do  you  remember  the  abolishing  of  the 
paper  currency  in  New  England,  by  act 
of  assembly  ?^I  do  remember  its  being 
abolbhed  in  the  Massachusett's  Bay. 

Was  not  lieutenant  governor  Hutchin- 
son principally  concerned  in  that  transa^- 
tion  r — I  have  heard  so. 

Was  it  not  at  that  time  a  very  unpopular 

law  ?^*I  believe  it  might,  though  I  can 

say  little  about  it,  as  I  lived  at  a  distance 

from  that  province. 

-  Was  not  the  scarcity  of  gold  and  silver 
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u  argument  used  agiftM  abtflidUng  die 
paper? — ^I  suppoae  k  wmu 

Wiiat  IB  the  preheat  opinu»  there  ef 
that  law  ?  Is  it  at  unpopiiMr  at  it  waa  at 
firrt  ?— I  think  it  is  not. 

Have  not  instructioaa  from  hence  been 
semetimes  sent  over  to  govemorst  hi^j 
oppressive  and  unpolitical  ?*-*>Yes» 

Have  not  some  gevemors  dteeaafd 
with  them  for  that  reason  ?<x<-Yes^  I  have 
heardso. 

Did  the  AnericaDS  ever  dispute  die 
coDtrouling  power  o€  parUaosant  to  regue 
late  the  commesoe  ?— ^a 

Can  any  thing  less  than  a  m&itary  force 
carry  the  Stamp  Act  into  execution  2««I 
do  not  see  how  a  military  force  can  be  ap- 
plied to  that  purpose. 

Why  nay  it  not  ?*-J5qppose  a  mBitey 
fiwce  sent  into  America^  th^  wiH  find  no- 
body in  arms;  what  are  they  then  to  do} 
They  cannot  fi>rce  a  man  to  take  stamps 
who  chusea  to  do  without  them*  They 
will  not  find  a  rebellion;  tbey  may  indeed 
make  one. 

If  the  act  is  not  repealed,  what  do 
you  think  wl\  be  the  consequences?—* A 
total  loss  of  the  respect  and  affection  the 
people  of  America  near  to  this  cottntry, 
and  of  all  the  commerce  that  dqpends  on 
that  respect  and  afiection. 

How  can  the  commerce  be  afiected? 
—You  will  find,  that  if  the  act  is  not  re- 
pealed, they  will  take  very  little  of  your 
mano^ictures  in  a  short  time* 

Is.  it  in  their  power  to  do  without 
them?— -I  think  they  may  very  weU  do 
without  them* 

Is  it  their  interest  not  to  take  them  ? 
—-The  goods  they  take  fimn  Britain  are 
either  necessaries,  mere  convemencies,  or 
superfluities.  The  first,  as  doth,  Ac  with 
a  little  industry  they  can  make  at  home: 
the  second  they  can  do  without,  till  th^ 
are  able  to  provide  diem  among  themsdves; 
and  the  last,  which  are  much  the  greatest 
part,  they  will  strike  off  immSiately. 
They  are  mere  articles  of  fiuhion,  pur- 
chased and  consumed,  because  the  ftsoien 
in  a  respected  country,  but  will  now  be 
detested  and  rejected.  The  people  have 
already  struck  off,  by  general  agreement, 
the  use  of  all  goods  fashionable  in  mourn- 
ings, and  many,thousand  pounds  worth  are 
sent  back  as  unsaleable. 

Is  it  their  interest  to  make  doA  at 
home? — I  think  they  may  at  present  get 
it  cheaper  from  Britain,  I  mean  of  3ie 
same  fineness  and  neatness  of  workraan- 
ahip ;   but  when  one  consideiB  odier  cir- 
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cumstances,  the  restraints  on  their  tiade, 
and  the  difficulty  of  making  remittaooea^ 
it  is  thdr  interest  to  make  every  thing. 

Siqypose  an  act  of  internal  reguis- 
tions  connected  with  a  tax,  how  would 
they  recdve  it  ? — ^I  think  it  would  be  ob« 
jectedto. 

Then  no  reguhtion  with  a  tax  would 
be  submitted  to?— Their  opinion  is,  tluit 
when  akls  to  the  crown  are  wanted,  they 
are  to  be  asked  of  the  several  assemblies 
according  to  the  old  established  usage, 
who  will,  as  they  have  always  done^  grant 
them  firedy.  And  that  their  money  ought 
Wt  to  be  given  away,  without  their  con* 
sent,  by  persons  at  a  distance,  unacquaint- 
ed With  their  circumstances  and  amlities. 
The  granting;  aids  to  the  crown,  is  theonlj 
means  they  have  of  recommending  tbem« 
sdves  to  their  sovereign,  and  they  think 
it  extremdy  hard  and  m^t,  that  a  body 
of  men,  in  winch  they  have  no  represents* 
tives,  should  make  a  merit  to  itsdf  of 
giviiu^  and  granting  what  is  not  its  own, 
but  ueirs,  and  deprives  them  of  a  ri^ 
they  esteem  of  the  utmost  value  and  im- 
portance, as  it  is  the  security  of  all  their 
other  rights. 

But  is  not  the  post  office,  which  the^ 
have  long  recdved,  a  tax  as  wdl  as  s  re- 
gulation?—No;  the  money  paid  for  the 
postage  of  a  letter  is  not  of  the  nature  of  a 
tax ;  it  is  merdy  a  quaniutn  mervit  for  t 
service  done ;  no  person  is  conpeUable  to 
pay  the  money,  if  he  does  not  chuse  to 
recdve  the  service.  A  man  may  stiU,  as 
before  the  act,  send  his  letter  by  a  servant^ 
a  specid  messenger,  or  a  friend,  if  he 
thinxs  it  cheaper  imd  safer. 

But  do  they  not  condder  the  regu- 
lations of  the  post-office,  by  the  act  of  last 
year,  as  a  tax  r— By  the  regulations  of  last 
jrear  the  rate  of  postage  was  generally 
abated  near  thirty  per  cent,  through  all 
America;  they  certainly  cannot  conaider 
such  abatement,  as  a  tax. 

If  an  excise  was  laid  by  parliament, 
which  they  might  likewise  avoid  paying, 
by  not  consuming  the  artides  exdaedi 
would  they  tlien  not  object  to  it  ?— Th^ 
would  certdnly  object  to  it,  as  an  excise  k 
unconnected  with  any  service  done,  and  ii 
merely  an  aid  which  they  think  oug^t 
to  be  asked  of  them,  and  granted  by  them 
if  they  are  to  pay  it,  and  can  be  granted 
for  them,  by  no  others  whatspever, 
whom  they  have  not  impowered  for  thai 
purpose. 

lou  say  they  do  not  object  to  the 
right  of  parliament,  in  laying  duties  os 
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gBodi  to  be  {Mid  on  their  importation ; 
BBv^  ii  tliere  asj  kind  of  differenoe  be- 
tveen  a  dut^jon  the  importation  of  goods 
and  an  exdae  on  their  conMimptton  ?-» 
lfM\  a  TOfj  material  one;  an  excise,  for 
the  reasons  1  have  jost  mentioned,  thej 
tfaiok  yoo  can  have  no  right  to  lay  within 
their  oooauy.    But  the  sea  is  yours ;  you 
maintain,  hj  your  fleets,  the  safety  of  na- 
v^aiion  in  iC,  and  Jceep  it  clear  of  pirates; 
you  may  hate  therefore  a  natural  and  equi- 
tsMe  n^  to  some  toll  or  duty  on  mer« 
dmndiws  earned    through   that  part  of 
your  daainionB,  towards  defraying  the  ex- 
pence  fra  are  at  in  ships  to  maintain  the 
SB%  of  that  carriage. 

Dsei  thia  reasoning  hold  in  the  case 
eft  doty  laid  on  the  produce  of  their 
Jbodi  exported  ?  And  would  they  not  then 
object  to  audi  a  duty  ?-^If  it  tended  to 
miBke  the  prodnoe  so  much  dearer  abroad  as 
toksKn  toe  demand  for  it,  to  be  sure  they 
would  objeet  to  such  a  duty ;  not  to  your 
i¥^  of  layiw  it,  but  they  would  complain 
efit  as  a  Imrden,  and  petition  you  to  hght- 
es  it. 

Is  not  the  duty  paid  on  the  tobacco 
exported  a  duty  of  that  kind?— That,  I 
think,  is  only  on  tobacco  carried  coastwise 
from  one  colony  to  another,  and  appro- 
oristed  aa  a  fiind  for  supporting^  the  col- 
lege at  WtDiamdMirgh,  in  Vir^ini& 

Have  not  the  assemblies  m  the  West 
IndieB  the  same  natural  rights  with  those 
ia  Nordi  America  ?•— Undoubtedly. 

And  ia  there  not  a  tax  kid  there  on 
their  aogars  exported?-— I  am  not  much 
acquain&l  with  the  West  Indies,  but  the 


body  of  the  people,  and  must  disconti- 
nue their  tnuiey  if  nobody  will  buy  their 
goods. 

What  are  the  body  of  the  people  in  the 
colonies  ?-— They  are  &nners,  husbandman 
or  planters. 

Would  they  soffisr  the  produce  of 
their  lands  to  rot  ?— No ;  but  they  would 
not  raise  so  much.  They  would  manubc- 
ture  more,  and  plough  less. 

Would   they   live  without  the   admi- 
nistration of  justice  in  civil  matters,  and 
suffer  all  the  inconveniencies  of  such  a  si«, 
tuation  for  anv  considerable  time,  rather 
than    take   the   stamps,  supposine    the 
stamps  were    protected  by  a   sufficient 
'force,  where  every  one  might  have  them  I 
— i  Uiink    the    supposition    impractica* 
ble,  that  the  stamps  should  be  so  pro- 
tected as  that  every  one  might  have  them. 
The  Act  requires  sub-distributors  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  every  county  town,  district,  and 
village,   and  thev  would  be  necessary. 
But  the  principal  distributors,  who  were 
to  have  had  a  considerable  profit  on  the 
whole,  have  not  thought  it  worth  while 
to  continue  in  the  office^  and  I  think  it  im- 
posaible  to  find  sub-distributors  fit  to  be 
trusted,  who,  for  the  trifling  orofit  that 
must  come  to  their  share^  woula  incur  the 
odium,  and  run  the  hazard  that  would 
attend  it;  and  if  they  could  be  found,  I 
think    it   impracticable    to   protect  the 
stamps  In  so  many  distant  and  remote 
pbces. 

^ut  in  places  where  they  could  be 
protected,  would  not  the  people  use  them 
raAer  than  remain  fai  such  a  situation, 

duty  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent.,  on  suffars  I  unable  to  obtain  any  richt,  or  recover,  by 

exported,  was,  I  believe,  granted  by  £eir   law,  any  debt?<^It  il  hard  to  say  irfiat 

own  aawmblies. 
Hov  much  is  tfie  poll  tax  in   yoor 

proskce  laid  on  unmamed  men  ?— -It  is,  I 

mink,  fifteen  shOUngs,  to  be  paid  by  every 

flogie  fireeman,  upwards  of  twenty  one 

yean  okL 
What  is  the  annual   amount*  of  sll 

the  taxes  in  Pennsylvania?— I  soppote 

ihovt  2dfiML  sterlmg. 
Sopposinff  the  Stinnp  Act  continued, 

and  mbrora,.do  you  imagine  that  ill  hu- 

iBour  win  induce  ttie  Americans  to  ^ve  as 

ttach  for  werae  manufactures  of  thetr  own 

tod  use  them,  preferably  to  better  of  oun? 

— Tes,  I  think  so.    Feople  w31  pay  itii 

fiedy  to  enttify  one  passion  as  another, 

theh^eoentment  as  thiirpride. 
Would  the  people  at  Boston  diaeon* 

tiDoe  diefar  traae?-*The  merchantt  wtt  a 

Very  naaB  nunber  compared  with  the 


they  would  do.  I  can  only  judge  what 
other  people  wSl  tlunk,  and  now  thcnr  will 
act,  by  what  I  feel  within  mysdf.  I 
have  a  great  many  debts  due  to  me  in 
America,  and  I  had  rather  they  should 
remain  unrecoverable  by  Ony  law  than 
submit  to  die  Stamp  Act  They  will 
be  debts  of  honour.  It  is  my  opinion  the 
people  wfll  either  conttniie  in  that  situa- 
tion, or  find  some  way  to  extricate  them- 
selves, perhaps  by  generally  agreeing  te 
proceed  in  the  courts  without  stamps. 

What  do  you  think  a  sufficient  military 
force  to  protect  the  distribution  of  the 
stamps  in  every  part  of  America? — A 
very  great  force;  I  cannot  si^  what,  if  the 
diiposition  of  America  is  for  a  general  Uh 
SBiauce. 

What  ii  the  nttoAef  of  men  in  Ame- 
rica able  to  bear  trmi,  dr  of  ditCii^ittdl 


151] 


6  6E10B6E  m.     P^HAm ogtdiuiihe  American  Siamp  Ad-^    [193 


militia? — ^There  are,  I  ti^poie,  at  least 
<— [QaestioD  ofaj^ted  to*  He  with- 
drew.   Called  10  again.] 

Is  the  Americaa  Stamp  Act  an  equal  tax 
OD  that  country  ? — I  think  not. 

Why  so? — The  greatest  part  of  the 
money  must  arise  from  lawsuits  for  the  re- 
covery of  debts,  and  be  paid  by  the  lower 
sort  of  people,  who  were  too  poor  easily  to 
pay  their  aebts.  It  is  therefore  a  heavy 
tax  on  the  poor,  and  a  tax  upon  them 
for  being  poor* 

But  wiU  not  this  increase  of  expence  be 
a  means  of  lessening  the  number  of  law- 
suits?—I  think  not;  for  as  the  costs  all 
ftll  upon  the  debtor,  and  are  to  be  paid  by 
him,  they  would  be  no  discouragement  to 
the  creditor  to  bring  his  action. 

Would  it  not  have  the  effect  of  exces- 
sive usury  ?— Yes,  as  an  oppression  of  the 
debtor. 

How  many  ships  are  there  laden  annu- 
ally in  Nortn  America  with  flax  seed  for 
Ireland? — ^I  cannot  speak  to  the  number 
of  ships,  but  I  know  that  in  1752, 10,000 
hogsheads  of  flax  seed,  each  containing 
seven  bushels,  were  exported  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Ireland.  I  suppose  the  quantity 
is  greatly  increased  since  that  time ;  and  it 
is  understood  that  the  exportation  from 
New  York  is  equal  to  that  from  Philadel- 
phia. 

What  becomes  of  the  flax  that  grows 
with  that  flax  seed?— Th^  manufiu:ture 
some  into  coarse,  and  some  mto  a  middling 
Jdnd  of  linen. 

Are  there  any  slitting  mills  in  America? 
— *I  think  there  «re  three,  but  I  believe 
only  one  at  present  employed.  I  suppose 
they  will  all  be  set  to  work,  if  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  trade  continues. 

Are  there  any  fulling  mills  there  ?-— A 
great  many. 

^  Did  you  never  hear  that  a  great  quan- 
tity of  stockings  were  contracted  for,  for 
the  army,  during  the  war,  and  manufac- 
tured in  Philaddphia? — ^I  have  heard  so. 

If  the  Stamp  Act  should  be  repealed, 
would  not  the  Americans  think  they  could 
oblige  the  parliament  to  repeal  every  ex- 
ternal tax  law  now  in  force  ?— It  is  bard  to 
answer  questions  what  people  at  such  a 
distance  will  think. 

But  what  do  you  imagine  they  will  think 
were  the  motives  of  repealing  the  Act  ?— -I 
suppose  the^  will  think  that  it  was  repealed 
from  a  conviction  of  its  inexpediency ;  and 
they  will  rdy  upon  it,  that  while  the  same 
inexpediency  subsists,  you  will  nev^  at- 
t^mpt  to  make  sacb  aaothen 


What  do  you  mean  b^  its  inexpediency! 
—I  mean  its  inexpediency  on  several  ac^ 
counts  ;  the  poverty  and  mabihty  of  those 
who  were  to  pay  the  tax ;  the  general  dis< 
content  it  has  occasioned ;  and  the  imprac^ 
ticability  of  enforcing  it. 

If  the  Act  should  be  repealed,  and  the 
legislature  should  shew  its  resentment  to 
the  opposers  of  the  Stamp  Act,  would  the 
colonies  acquiesce  in  the  authority  of  ih 
legislature?  What  is  your  opinion  the) 
would  do  ? — ^I  don't  doubt  at  all,  that  ii 
the  Ic^lature  repeal  the  Stamp  Act,  the 
colonies  will  acquiesce  in  the  authority. 

But  if  the  legislature  should  think  fit  to 
ascertain  its  right  to  lay  taxes,  by  any  acj 
laying  a  small  tax,  contrary  to  their  opi^ 
nion,  would  they  submit  to  pay  the  tax  ?-h 
The  proceedings  of  the  people  in  America 
have  b^n  considered  too  much  together 
The  proceedings  of  the  assemblies  hav^ 
been  very  different  from  those  of  the  motMj 
and  should  be  distinguished,  as  having  n^ 
connection  with  each  other.  The  a^ 
semblies  have  only  peaceably  resdve^ 
what  thev  take  to  be  their  rights;  the] 
have  not  built  a  fort,  raised  a  man,  or  pro 
vided  a  grain  of  ammunition,  in  order  i| 
such  opposition.  The  ringleaders  of  ri<^ 
they  think  ought  to  be  punished;  the 
would  punish  them  themselves,  iftheycoulc 
Every  sober,  sensible  man  would  wish  t 
see  noters  punished,  as  otherwise  peacti 
able  people  have  no  security  of  person  (\ 
estate.  But  as  to  an  iatamal  tax,  hot 
small  soever,  laid  by  the  l^islature  he^ 
on  the  pec^le  there,  while  tliey  have  n 
representatives  in  this  legislature,  I  thin 
it  will  never  be  submitted  tOp— They  v^ 
oppose  it  to  the  lastw— They  do  not  co^ 
sioer  it  as  at  all  necessary  for  you  to  rai^ 
money  on  them  by  your  taxes,  becaui 
they  are,  and  always  have  been,  ready  j 
raise  money  by  taxes  among  themselv^ 
and  to  grant  large  sums,  equal  to  th^ 
abilities,  upon  requisition  from  the  crowl 
-—They  have  not  onl^  gomted  equal  I 
their  abilities,  but,  during  all  the  mi  wl 
they  granted  far  beyond  their  abilities,  aij 
beyond  their  proportion  with  this  county 
you  yourselves  being  judges,  to  the  amoul 
of  many  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  tl{ 
they  did  freely  and  readil}^  onlv  on  a  sort 
promise  from  the  secretary  ofstate,  that 
should  be  recommended  to  parliament 
make  them  compensation,  xt  was  accov 
ingly  recommended  to  parliament,  in  tl 
most  honourable  manner,  for  thei 
America  has  been  gt^j  misr^reseoU 
and  abused  here,  in  papers,  aod^mpbkl 
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Endspeecbest  as  uognlefid,  and  anreasoii- 
iiile,anil  unjuat,  in  oaving  put  this  nation 
to  immenap  expence  for  their  defence*  and 
fc&ang  to  bear  any  part  of  that  expence* 
The  colonies  laisedy  paid,   and  dotbed, 
sear  25fiOO  m&a  during  the  last  war,  a 
oamber  equal  to  those  sent  from  Britain, 
and  far  hejond  their  proportion ;  they  went 
deeply  into  debt  in  doing  this,  and  all 
their  taxes  and  estates  are  mortgaged,  for 
iDany  yean  to  come,  for  diBcharging  that 
debt.     Goremment    here  was    at   that 
^me  veiyfensible  of  this.    The  colonies 
were  recoomiended  to  parliament.    Every  < 
year  tlie  King  sent  down  to  the  House 
a  vritteo  mesaage  to  this  purpose,  That 
hk  M^esty^  being  highly  sensible  of  the 
xed  sod  vigour  with  which  his  faithful 
objects  in    North  America  had  exerted 
lltcflttelfesy  in  defence  of  his  Majesty's 
just  r%hts  and  possessions,  recommended 
it  to  the  House  to  take  the  same  into  con- 
sideration, and  enable  him  to  sive  them  a 
proper  compensation.    You  will  find  those 
mesBages  00  your  own  journals  every  year 
of  the  war  to  the  very  last,  and  you  did  ac- 
cordiogly  give  200,00(W.  annually  to  the 
crown,  to  be  distributed  in  such  compen- 
Mtion  to  the  colonies.  This  is  the  strongest 
of  aO  proofs  that  the  colonies,  far  from 
being  unwilling  to  bear  a  share  of  the 
burden,  did  exceed  their  proportion ;  for  if 
tbey  had  done  less,  or  had  only  equalled 
tbor  proportion,  there  would  have  been  no 
room  or  reason  for  compensation.    Indeed 
the  sums  reimbursed  them,  were  by  no 
means  adequate  to  the  expence  they  in* 
corred  beyond  their  proportion ;  but  they 
never  murmured  at  tnat ;    they  esteemed 
their  sovereign's  approbation  of  their  zeal 
and  fidelity,  and  the  approbation  of  this 
House,  far  beyond  any  other  kind  of  com- 
peasstiiH) ;   therefore  there  was  no  occa- 
sion for  this  act,  to  force  money  from  a 
wiHiog  people ;  Uiey  had  not  refused  giv- 
ing  money  for  the  purposes  of  the  act ; .  no 
requisition  had  been  ooade :  they  were  al- 
ways willing  and  ready  to  do  what  could 
reasonably  be  expected  from  them,  and  in 
this  light  they  wish  to  be  considered. 

fiat  suppose  Great  Britain  should  be  en- 
gaged in  a  war  in  £urope,  would  North 
America  contribute  to  the  support  of  it  ? — 
i  do  think  they  would,  as  far  as  their  cir- 
cumstances would  permit.  They  consider 
tbemselves  as  a  part  of  tlie  British  empire, 
and  as  havin^g  one  common  interest  with 
it;  they  maybe  looked  on  here  as  fo^ 
/eignersy  but  they  do  not  consider  Uiem- 
salvsa  as  such,    Tbey  are  s^ous  for  the 


honour  and  prosperity  of  this  nation,  and 
while  they  are  well  used,  will  always  be 
ready  to  support  it,  as  far  as  their  little 
power  goes.     In  17S9  thev  were  caQ^ 
upon  to  assist  in  the  expedition  against 
Carthagena,  and  the^  sent  3,000  men  to 
join  your  army.    It  is  true  Carthagena  is 
in  America,    but  as    remote   from   the 
northern  colonies^  as  if  it  had   been  In 
Europe.     They  make  no   distinction  of 
wars,  as  to  their  duty  of  assisting  in  them. 
I  know  the  last  war  is  commonly  spoke  of 
here  as  entered  into  for  the  defence,  or 
for  the  sake  of  the  people  of  Amferica.    I 
think  it  is  quite  misunderstood.    It  hma, 
about  the  limits  between  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,   about  territories  to    which  the 
crown  indeed  laid  claim,  but  were  not 
claimed  by  anv  British  colony ;  none  of 
the  lands  had  been  granted  to  any  colo- 
nist ;  we  had  therefore  no  particular  con- 
cern  or  interest  in  that  dispute.    As  to  the 
Ohio,  the  contest  there  be^an  about  your 
right  of  trading  in  the  Indian  countiy,  a 
rieht  you  haa  by  the  treaty  of  Utredit, 
which  the  French  infringed  ;  they  seized 
the  traders  and  their  goods,  which  were 
your    manufactures;    they  took  a   fort 
which  a  company  of  your  merchants,  and 
their   factors  and   correspondents,    had 
erected  there  to  secure  that  trade.    Brad- 
dock  was  sent  with  an  army  to  re-tdce 
that  fort  (which  was  lookea  on  here  as 
another  incroachment  on  the  King's  terri- 
tory) and  to  protect  your  trade.     It  was 
not  till  after  nis  defeat  that  the  colonies 
were  attacked.    They  were  before  in  per« 
feet  peace  with  both  French  and  Indians; 
the  troops  were  not  therefore  sent  for  their 
defence.     The  trade  with   the  Indians, 
though  carried  on  in  America,  is  not  an 
American  interest.     The  peonle  of  Ama- 
rica  are  chiefly  farmers   and   planters; 
scarce  any  thins  that  they  raise  or  pro- 
duce is  an  artide  of  commerce  with  the 
Indians.    The  Indian  trade  is  a  Britidi 
interest ;  it  is  carried  on  with  British  ma- 
nufactures, for  the  profit  of  British  merch- 
ants and  manufiicturers ;   therefore   the 
war,  as  it  commenced  for  the  defence  of 
territories  of  the  crown,  the  property  of 
no  American,  and  for  the  defence  of  a 
trade  purely  British,  was  really  a  British 
war — and  yet  the  i>eople  of  America  made 
no  scruple  of  contributing  their  utmost  to- 
wards carrying  it  on,  and  bringing  it  to  a 
happy  conclusion. 

Do  you  think  then  that  the  taking  pos- 
session of  the  King's  territorial  rights,  and 
strengthening  the  fronUers,   is  not  an 
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American  intwett  ?— Nol  particol^Jyi  bat 
coDJoiody  t  British  and  an  American  in- 
terest. 

You  will  not  deny  that  the  preceding 
war,  die  war  with  Spain,  was  entered  into 
ibr  the  sake  of  America ;  was  it  not  occa- 
aioned  br  captures  made  in  the  American 
seas?— Yes;  captures  of  ships  carrying  on 
the  British  trade  there,  with  British  manu- 
factures. 

Was  not  the  late  war  with  the  Indians, 
since  the  peace  with  France,  a  war  for 
America  only  f — Yes ;  it  was  more  parti- 
-culariy  for  America  than  the  former,  but* 
it  was  rather  a  consequence  or  remains  of 
the  former  war,  the  Indians  not  having 
been  thoroughly  pacified,  and  the  Ameri- 
cans bore  by  much  the  greatest  share  of 
the  ezpence.  It  was  put  an  end  to  by  the 
army  under  general  Bouquet ;  there  were 
not  above  9M  regulars  in  that  army,  and 
above  1000  Pennsylvanians. 
'  Is  it  not  necessary  to  send  troops  to 
Ameri4»,  to  defend  tne  Americans  agamst 
the  Indians  ?^No,  by  no  means ;  it  never 
was  necessary.  They  defended  themselves 
when  they  were  but  a  handful,  and  the 
Indians  much  more  numerous.  They 
continually  gained  ground,  and  have  dn- 
ven  the  Indians  over  the  mountains,  with- 
out any  troops  sent  to  their  assistance 
from  this  country.  And  can  it  be  thought 
necessary  now  to  send  troops  for  their  de- 
fence from  those  diminished  Indian  tribes, 
when  the  colonies  are  become  so  popu- 
lous, and  io  strong  ?  There  is  not  the 
least  occasion  for  it ;  they  are  very  able 
to  defend  themselves. 

Do  you  say  there  were  no  more  than 
800  regular  troops  employed  in  the  late 
Indian  war? — Not  on  the  Ohio,  or  the 
frontiers  of  Pennsylvania,  which  was  the 
diief  part  of  the  war  that  afiected  the  co- 
lonies. There  were  garrisons  at  Niaeara, 
Fort  Detroit,  and  those  remote  posts  Icept 
•tar  the  sake  of  your  trade ;  I  did  not  rec- 
kon them,  but  I  believe  that  on  the  whole 
the  number  of  Americans,  or  provincial 
troops,  employed  in  the  war,  was  greater 
than  that  of  the  regulars.  I  am  not  cer- 
tain, but  I  think  so. 

Do  you  think  the  assemblies  have  a 
right  to  levy  money  on  the  subject  there, 
to  grant  to  the  crown  ?— -I  certainly  think 
•0;  they  have  always  done  it. 

Are  they  acquainted  with  the  Declara- 
tion of  Rights ;  and  do  they  know  that  by 
that  statute,  money  is  not  to  be  raised  on 
the  subject  but  by  consent  of  parliament  ? 
•-.They  are  veiy  well  acquainted  with  it. 


^  How  then  can  thejr  think  they  hati 
right  to  levy  money  tot  the  crown, 
any  other  than,  local  puiposes?— -' 
understand  that  clause  to  rnate  toi 
only  within  the  realm ;  that  no  money 
be  levied  on  them  for  the  crown,  but 
consent  of  parliament.    The  colonies 
not  supposed  to  be  within  the  realm  ; 
have  assemblies  of  their  own,  whidii 
their  parliaments,^  and  they  are,  in 
respect,  in  the  same  situadon  with 
land.    When  money  is  to  be  raised  fbi 
crown  upon  the  subject  in  Irelapd,  oi 
the  colonies,  the  consent  is  given  in 
parliament  of  Ireland,  or  in  t& 
of  the  colonies.    They  think  the 
ment  of  Great  Britain  cannot 
eive  thai  consent  till  it  has  repi 
from  America ;  for  the  Pedtion  of 
expresdy  says,  i|  is  to  be  by 
consent  in  parliament,  and  the  people 
America  have  no  representatives  m  pi  " 
ment,  to  make  a  part  of  that  conunoo 
seht 

If  the  Stamp  Act  should  be 
and  an  act  should  pass,  ordering  the 
semblies  of  the  colonies  to  indemnify 
sufferers  by  the  riots,  would  they 
it  ?— That  IS  a  question  I  cannot  anewer«i 

Suppose  the  King  should  require 
colonies  to  grant  a  revenue,  and  the  i 
liament  should  he  against  their  doing 
do  they  think  they  can  grant  a  reve 
to  the  King,  witnout  the  consent  of 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  ? — ^That  is 
deep^  question.    As  to  my  own  opinion 
should  think  myself  at  liber^  to  do 
and  should  do  it,  if  I  liked  the  occasi^Mu 

When  money  has  been  raised  in  the 
lonies,  upon  requisidons,  has  it  not  b 
granted  to  the  Siing?-— Yes,  always  ; 
the  requisitions'  have  generally  been 
some  service  expressed,  as  to  raise,  d^ 
and  pay  troops,  and  not  for  money  only. 

If  the  act  should  pass,  requiring  the. 
American  assemblies  to  make  compensa* 
don  to  the  suffiBrers,  and  they  should  dis- 
obey it,  and  then  the  pariiament  shoukip 
by  another  act,  lay  an  mtemal  tax,  woidd 
the^  then  obey  it  r---^The  people 


no  internal  tax;  and  I  thinkan  act  to  oblte 
the  assemblies  to  make  compensation  is 
unnecessary,  for  I  am  of  opinion,  that,  as 
soon  as  the  present  heats  are  abated,  thej 
will  take  the  matter  into  consideratioo, 
and  if  it  is  right'  to  be  done,  they  will  do 
it  of  themselves. 

Do  not  letters  often  come  into  the  pest 
offices  in  America,  directed  into  sonsa 
inland  town  where  no  post  goes  i'^Yeti 
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Gntaj  prmte  penon  take  updiose 
teta%  and  canj  them  at  direct  ?— - 
Ys;  aar  fiiend  of  the  penon  may  do  it, 
pM«  die  poatage  that  haa  accraed. 

Bat  moat  not  ae  pay  an  additional  pott- 
age fiir  the  diitanoe  to  saeh  an  inland 

Can  the  post-master  answer  delirerinj^ 
tbe  letter,  without  being  paid  audi  addi- 
tional portage  ?<-ACertainl7  he  can  de» 
nand  milinngp  iriiere  ha  does  no  aer- 
Vice. 

SappoK  a  pefaony  being  &r  from  homey 
finda aktter  m  a  poat  nice  direeted  to 
him,  aadhe  Ihrea  in  a  place  to  which  the 
post  Botaibf  soeay  and  the  letter  is  di- 
rected to  that  pmee^  will  the  post-master 
defiffsrlun  die  letter,  without  his  paying 
the  postage  received  at  the  place  to  which 
the  letter  ia  directed  ?^ Yes ;  the  office 
cannot  demand  postage  for  a  letter  that 
it  does  not  canj,  or  fimher  than  it  does 
carrj  it. 

Are  not  ferrymen  in  America  obliged, 
1)7  act  of  parliament,  to  carry  over  the 
posts  witfa<rat  pay  ? — ^Yes. 

Is  not  this  a  tax  on  the  ferrymen  ?^ 
They  do  not  consider  it  as  such,  as  thev 
ha^e  an  adrantage  from  persons  travef- 
Vffig  with  the  post. 

If  the  Stamp  Act  should  be  repealed, 
and  the  crown  should  make  a  requisition 
to  the  colonies  for  a  sum  of  money,  would 
diey  grmiit  it  ?— I  believe  they  would. 

Why  do  yon  think  so?-~I  can  q^eak  for 
die  cdooy  I  Ihre in;  I  had  it  in  instruc* 
tion  from  the  assembly  to  assure  the  mi- 
nistry,  diet  aa  they  sdways  had  done,  so 
they  should  always  thmk  it  their  duty  to 
fiiDt  sodi  aids  to  the  crown  as  were  suit- 
able to  thdr  circumstances  and  abilities, 
whmerer  called  upon  for  the  purpose,  in 
^  ond  constitutional  manner ;  and  I 
luui  thjf  honour  of  communicating  this  in- 
ttroction  to  that  hon.  gentleman  then  mi- 
miter. 

Would  they  do  this  for  a  British  con- 
cern ;  as  suppose  a  war  in  some  part  of 
Europe,  that  did  not  afifect  them  i — ^Yes, 
6r  any  tihing  that  concerned  the  general 
i&terest*  'Aey  consider  themsdves  as  a 
pat  of  the  whole. 
What  ia  the  usual  constitutional  manner 
of  callii^  on  the  colonies  for  aids  ^ — A 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  state. 

Is  this  aD  yon  mean,  a  letter  fhmi  the 
secretary  of  state?— I  mean  the  usual  way 
of  leqniaitiony  in  a  circular  letter  from  the 
secretary  of  state,  by  his  Majesty's  com- 
aumd,  redting  the  opcasion,  nod  recom- 


mending it  to  the  cohmiea  to  grant  suoh 
aids  as  became  their  loyalfy,  and  were 
suitable  to  their  abilities* 

Did  the  secretary  of  atiSe  ever  write 
for  money  for  tbe  crown? — The  requi* 
sitions  have  been  to  raise,  dothe,  and  pay 
men,  which  cannot  be  done  without  mo- 
ney* 

Would  they  grant  money  done,  if  cdled 
on?-— In  my  opinion  they  would,  money 
as  well  as  men,  when  they  hare  money,  or 
can  procure  it* 

It  the  parliament  should  reped  dia 
Stamp  Act,  will  the  assembly  of  Pennajrl- 
vania  rescind  their  resdutions?— I  thmk 
not. 

Before  there  was  any  thought  of  the 
Stamp  Act,  did  they  wish  for  a  represen- 
tation in  pariiamentr— No* 

Don't  you  know  that  th^re  is,  in  the 
Pennsylvania  charter,  an  express  reserve* 
tion  of  the  right  of  parliament  to  lay  taxes 
there  ? — I  know  there  is  a  clause  in  the 
charter,  by  which  the  Kins  grants  that  he 
will  levy  no  taxes  on  the  inhabitants, 
unless  it  be  with  the  consent  of  the  assem- 
bly, or  by  an  act  of  parliament* 

How  then  could  tne  assembly  of  Pernio 
sylvania  asiert,  that  laying  a  tax  on  them 
by  the  Stamp  Act  was  an  mfrinffement  of 
their  rights?— They  undentand  it  dius: 
by  the  same  charter,  and  otherwise,  they 
are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  liber- 
ties of  EngUshmen ;  they  find  in  the  Great 
Charters,  and  the  Petition  and  Dedaration 
of  Rights,  that  one  of  the  privileges  of 
Englidi  subjects  is,  that'  they  are  not  to 
be  taxed  but  by  their  common  consent ; 
they  have  therefore  relied  upon  i^  from 
the  first  settlement  of  the  province,  that 
the  parliament  never  would,  nor  could,  by 
cdour  of  that  dause  in  the  charter,  assume 
a  right  of  taxing  them,  till  it  had  oualified 
itself  to  exercise  such  right,  by  aamitting  - 
representatives  from  the  people  to  be  tax- 
ed, who  ought  to  make  a  part  of  diat  com- 
mon consent. 

Are  there  any  words  in  the  charter 
that  justify  that  construction  ?— Tliecom- 
mon  rights  of  £ngliriimen,  as  declared  by 
Magna  Charta,  and  the  Petition  of  Right, 
all  justify  it* 

Does  the  distinction  between  intemd 
and  external  taxes  exist  in  the  words  of 
die  charter  ?-^No,  I  bdieve  not* 

Then  may  they  not,  by  the  same  inter^ 
pretation,  object  to  the  parliament's  right 
of  extemd  taxation  ? — They  never  have 
hitherto.  Many  aiguments  have  beeii 
lately  used  here  to  diew  diem  that  there 
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fa  no  difference,  and  that  if  you  have  no 
right  to  tax  them  intiemallj,  you  have 
none  to  tax  them  externally,  or  make  any 
other  law  to  bind  them.  At  present  they 
do  not  reason  so,  but  in  time  they  may 
possibly  be  conTinced  by  these  arguments. 

Do  not  the  resolutions  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania assemblies  sav,  all  taxes  ?— *If  tliey 
do,  ihey  mean  only  internal  taxes;  the 
same  words  have  Aot  always  the  same 
meaning  herejmd  in  the  colonies.  By 
taxes  they  mean  internal  taxes ;  by  duties 
they  mean  customs ;  these  are  the  ideas 
of  me  language. 

Have  you  not  seen  the  resolutions  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  assembly  ?— I 
have. 

Do  they  not  say,  that  neither  external 
nor  internal  taxes  can  be  laid  on  them  by 

rurliament  ? — ^I  don't  know  that  they  do ; 
believe  not. 

If  the  same  tax  should  say  neither  tax 
nor  imposition  could  be  laid,  does  not  that 
province  hold  the  power  of  parliament  can 
Jay  neither?^!  suppose  that  by  the  word 
imposition,  they  do  not  intend  to  express 
duties  to  be  laid  on  goods  imported,  as  re- 
gulations of  commerce. 

What  can  the  colonies  mean  then  by 
imposition  as  distinct  from  taxes  ?-— They 
may  mean  many  things,  as  impressing  of 
men^  or  of  carriages,  quartering  troops  on 
private  houses,  and  the  like;  there  may 
be  great  impositions  that  are  not  properly 
taxes. 

Is  not  the  post-office  rate  an  internal  tax 
laid  by  act  of  parliament? — I  have  an- 
swered that. 

Are  all  parts  of  the  colonies  equally 
able  to  pay  taxes? — No,  certainly;  the 
frontier  parts,  which  have  been  ravaged 
by  the  enemy,  are  greatly  disabled  by  Uiat 
means,  and  therefore,  in  such  cases,  are 
usually  favoured  in  our  tax  laws. 

Can  we,  at  this  distance,  be  competent 
judges  of  what  favours  are  necessary  ?— 
The  parliament  have  supposed  it,  by  claim- 
ing a  ri^ht  to  make  tax  laws  for  America ; 
I  think  It  impossible. 

Would  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  be 
any  discouragement  of  your  manufactures? 
Will  the  people  that  have  begun  to  manu- 
ture  decline  It?— Yes,  I  think  they  wiU; 
especially  if,  at  the  same  time,  the  trade 
is  opened  again,  so  that  remittances  can 
be  easily  made.  I  have  known  several  in- 
stances that  make  it  probable.  In  the 
war  before  last,  tobacco  being  low,  and 
making  little  remittance,  the  people  of 
Viiginia  want  generally  into  &mily  manu- 


factures. Afterwards,  when  tobacco  bore 
a  better  price,  they  returned  to  the  use  <| 
British  manufactures.  So  fulling  iri| 
were  very  much  disused  in  the  last  war  i 
Pennsylvania,  because  bills  were  th^ 
plenty,  and  remittances  could  easflylj 
made  to  Britain  for  English  cloth  Ml 
other  ffoods.  i 

If  the  Stamp  Act  should  be  repealed 
would  it  induce  the  assemblies  of  Ameriei 
to  acknowledge  the  right  of  parliament  li 
tax  them,  and  would  they  erase  theirmi 
solutions  ? — No,  never. 

Is  there  no  means  of  obliging  them  to 
erase  those  resolutions? — None,  that  I 
know  of;  they  will  never  do  it,  unlca 
compelled  by  rorce  of  arms. 

Is  there  a  p«wer  on  earth  that  can  fbne 
them  to  erase  them  ?  —  No.  power,  hot 
great  soever,  can  force  men  to  chaofl 
their  opinions. . 

Do  tliey  consider  the  post  office  as  4 
tax,  or  as  a  regulation  ? — Not  as  a  tax,lHl 
as  a  regulation  and  conveniency;  erenr 
assembly  encouraged  it,  and  supported  i 
in  its  infancy,  by  grants  of  money,  whiek 
they  would  not  otherwise  have  done;  tad 
the  people  have  always  paid  the  posta^ 

When  did  you  receive  the  instractKMi 
you  mentioned? — I  brought  them  wiA 
me,  when  I  came  to  England,  about  U 
months  since. 

When  did  you  communicate  that  ifr 
struction  to  the  minister  ? — Soon  after  vf 
arrival,  while  the  stamping  of  America^ 
under  consideration,  and  before  theBiH 
was  brought  in. 

.  Would  it  be  most  for  the  interest « 
Great  Britain,  to  employ  thfi  hands  of  Vir- 
ginia in  U^acco,  or  in  manufactures?— « 
tobacco,  to  be  sure. 

What  used  to  be  the  pride  of  the  Aofr 
rlcans  ? — To  indulge  in  the  fieishioDS  and 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 

What  is  now  their  pride  ?  — To  weif 
their  old  clothes  over  again,  till  they  ctf 
make  new  ones.— Withdrew. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  Ho^ 
having,  in  a  great  measure,  finished  theif 
examination  of  persons  and  papers,  it  ^ 
at  length  moved,  on  the  21st  of  Janaaiji 
1766, 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Comimtte^ 
that  the  House  be  moved,  that  leave  ^ 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  aa  A^ 
passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  »* 
titled,  '  An-  Act  for  granting  and  WRT 
ing  certain  stamp  duties,  and  otiier  duti» 
in  the  British  colonies  and  plantation*" 


Ifl]         tUfortpedUm  AmHcmt  Si^mf  Ja.  A.  D.  1768. 


[lOS 


tnmwA  ArdMT  defhijriiig  th* 
of  delbnding,  proieolingy  and 
Mornr  tlie  wmtm,  mod  for  amending  such 
M  mihe  MPfcral  aels  of  parluuDem  re* 
bog  to  Ae  trade  and  revenues  of  the 
Mid  coloittee  and  plantations,  as  direct  the 
muam  of  detemining  and  recovering 
Ifac  fMM t""^  and  forfeitures  therein  men- 


it  was  aflarwatds  proposed  to  leave  out 
the  word  <  repeal/  and  insert  <  explain 
Slid  aasend.'  Upon  which  there  ensued  a 
debate.  Tbsqaeation  was  put,  whether 
te  wad  *  repieaP  should  stand.  Ayes 
776 ;  Mgas  1^.  Then  the  question  was 
patasdi|greedto. 

ISmmdim  m  the  Commons  on  the  Bill 

to  fipetd  Ae    American    Stamp    ActS\ 

¥Ammf%^  The  Committee  of  the  whole 

Hoaie,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  con- 

lider  of  tte  aeveral  Papers  presented  to 

tile  Honiey  idative  to  the  Disturbances  in 

Aaierica»  on  account  of  the  Stamp  Act, 

rrpoited  tteftUoariog  Resolutions  to  the 

Howe: 

1.  ^  Tbat  the  King's  Majesty,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
tempetai,  and  Conomons  of  Great  Britain,, 
tn  pariiameut  assembled,  had,  hath,  and  of 
right  ought  to  have,  full  power  and  autho* 
rii J  to  naake  laws  and  statutes  of  sufficient 
force  and  validly  to  bind  the  colonies  and 
pec^  of  Amenca,  subjects  of  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain,  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

2.  **  ThaX  tumults  and  insurrections  of 
the  most  dangerous  nature  have  been 
taixd,  and  carried  on,  in  several  of  the 
Nerlli  American  colonies,  in  open  defi- 
SQoe  of  the  powers  and  dignity  of  bis  Ma> 
jesty's  eovernnient,  and  in  manifest  viola- 
tua  of  tte  laws  and  legislative  authority  of 
thiskiarioui^ 

3.  *  That  the  said  tumults  and  insurreo^ 
tioos  have  been  greatly  countenanced  and 
taflaomd  by  votes  and  resdutions,  paauid 
in  several  of  the  assemblies  in  Uie  said 
pr0vioflea»  highly  injurious  to  the  honour 
tf  his  M^^sty's  government,  and  tending 
ts  ihaimjf  the  le^  and  constitutional  de- 
peadenoy  of  the  said  colonies  on  the  im- 
perial OTtfwn  and  pariiament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

4.  ^Tbaisaoli  persons,  who,  on  account 
of  the  desire  which  they  have  manifested 
to  comply  with,  or  to  assist  in  carrying 
into  execution,  any  acts  of  the  legislature 
of  Great  Britun,  relating  to  the  British 
cfl^eniea  in  North -America,  have  suffered 
an;  iD|axy  or  damage,  ou|^l  to  have  full 
[VOL.  XVI.] 


and  ample  compensation  made  toihem  foe 
the  same,  by  the  respective  colonies  in 
which  sudt  injuries  or  damages  were  sua* 
tained. 

5.  '<  That  Uie  House  be  moved  to  re* 
solve  and  declare,  that  all  his  Majestv'a 
subjects,  residinsin  the  said  colonies,  who. 
have  manifested  Uieir  desire  to  comply  with, 
or  to  assist  in  carrying  into  execution,  any 
acts  of  the  legiskture  of  Great  Britain,  re-> 
kting  to  the  British  colonies  in  North 
America,  have  acted  as  dutifid  and  loyal 
sulnects,  and  are  therefinre  intitled  to,  and 
will  assuredly  have  the  protection  of  tha 
House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain. 

6.  **  That  all  persons,  who  by  reason  of 
thetumults  and  outrages  in  North  America, 
have  not  been  able  to  procure  stamped 
paper,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  for  lay 
mg  certahi  duties  of  stamps  in  the  colo« 
nies,  ought  to  be  indemnined  from  all  pe« 
nalties  and  forfeitures,  which  the^  may 
have  incurred,  by  writing,  ingrossmg,  or 
printine  on  paper,  vellum,  or  parchmeat^ 
not  dun^  stamped,  as  required  by  the  said 
act,  under  prc^)er  restrictions. 

7.  «« That  the  House  be  inoved,  thai 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal 
an  Act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, entitled.  An  Act  for  granting  and 
applying  certain  stamp  duties,  and  other 
duties  in  the  British  colonies  and  planta* 
Uons  in  America,  towards  further  detrayinff 
the  expences  of  defending,  protecting,  ana 
securinff  the  same ;  and  ror  amending  such 

Earts  of  the  several  acts  of  parliament,  re* 
kting  to  the  trade  and  revenues  of  the 
said  colonies  and  plantations,  as  direct  tha 
manner  of  determining  and  recovering  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  therein  men* 
tioned." 

The  first  of  these  Besolutions  being 
read  a  second  time,  a  motion  was  made 
for  its  being  postponed ;  but,  after  a  de* 
bate,  the  question  being  put,  it  was  car- 
I  ried  in  the  negative,  met  which  the  Re« 
solution  was  agreed  to;  as  were  the  2d, 
Sd,  and  4th,  after  being  read  a  second  timet 
without  any  opposition;  and,  after  the  5th 
was  read  a  second  time,  a  motion  being 
made  accordingly,  the  House  did  resolve 
and  declare  in  the  terms  thereby  proposed; 
after  which  the  6th  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  agreed  to ;  then  the  7th  and 
last,  which  nad  occasioned  a  debate  in  the 
Coounittee,  but  was  therein  agreed  to  by 
275  to  167 ;  and  now  upon  the  report,  as 
soon  as  it  was  read  a  second  time,  a  mop 
tion  was  made  for  its  being  recommitted; 
whereupea  seme  part  dT  the  Act  of  the  5th 
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of  queen  Anne,  chap.  8,  for  an  union  of 
the  two  kingdoms  of  Eneland  and  Scot- 
land, particularly  the  18th  article  of  that 
famous  treaty,  was,  upon  motion,  read, 
and  a  debate  ensued,  but  upon  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive ;  consequently  a  motion  was  in  course 
made,  pursuant  to  the  said  Resolution,  and 
it  was  ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  brmg 
in  a  Bill  to  repeal  an  Act  patted  in  the  last 
session,  for  granting  and  applying  certain 
stamp  duties,  Stc. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  persons 
appointed  to  bring  in  the  Bill  do  make 
effectual  provision,  in  the  said  Bill,  for  pre- 
serving the  just  rights  and  authority  or  tiie 
British  legislature,  by  directing  ail  votes 
and  resolutions  of  the  assemblies  of  any  of 
the  American  colonies,  repugnant  to  the 
said  rights  and  authority,  to  be  erased  and 
expunged,  before  the  said  repeal  shall  take 
place  m  such  respective  colonies.  This 
brought  on  a  new  debate ;  but  upon  the 
question  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative  by  240  to  1S3,  chiefly  on  account 
•f  the  ^ext  motion :  which  was,  that  a  Bill 
or  Bills  be  brought  in  upon  the  first  and 
sixth  of  the  aforesaid  Resolutions.  Then 
it  was  ordered  that  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  and 
Ith,  of  the  aforesaid  Resolutions  be  laid 
before  his  Majesty;  and  it  was  resolved  to 
address  his  Majesty,  to  desire,  that  he 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  direc- 
tions, that  the  said  Resolutions  be  trans- 
mitted to,  the  governors  of  his  Majesty^s 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America,  to  be 
by  them  communicated  to  the  assemblies 
or  their  respective  governments. 

The  House  having  now  continued  sitting 
till  afler  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
25th,  they  adjbumed  till  next  morning  the 
26th,  on  which  day  Mr.  Fuller  presented 
to  the  House  according  to  order,  a  Bill  for 
the  better  securing  the  dependency  of  iiis 
Majesty's  dominions  in  America,  upon  the 
crown  and  pariiament  of  Great  Britain, 
which  Bill  was  then  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next 
morning:  and  presently  afterwards  Mr. 
Secretary  Conway  presented  to  the  House, 
according  to  order,  a  Bill  to  repeal  an  Act 
made  in  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
entitled,  *  An  Act  for  ^nting  and  apply- 
ing certain  «tamp  duties,  and  other,'  &c 
which  Bill  was  then  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time,  also  the 
next  morning.  Both  Bills  passed,  and  were 
carried  up  to  the  Lords. 

Jiebais  in  the  Lords  an  the  Dishirbancei 


in  America  in  comequence  cf^he 
Act.*!  February  10.  The  Lord  BoteUMii^ 
according  to  order,  reported  firoai  tki 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  ii|ipoiiit«i( 
to  consider  of  the  several  Papers  laid  bM 
fore  this  House,  by  his  Majesty^a  cosijj 
mand,  relating  to  nie  Ute  Riots  and  T^ 
multsin  America:  **  That  the  Conuni 
had  considered  the  matters  to  them 
red,  and  had  come  to  the  following 
lutions;  viz.       ^  > 

1. «  Thatthe  King's  Maie8ty,bTaiidwjt& 
the  advice  and  consent  ofthe  Lordbssmritasi 
and  temporal  and  Comraonsof  Great  JBritas 
in  narliament  assembled,  had,  hath,  suhI  of 
rignt  ought  to  have,  full  power  and  anting 
rity  to  make  laws  and  statutes  of  suffioeol 
force  and  validity  to  bind  the  colonies  and 
people  of  America,  subjects  of  the  crowa 
of  Great  Britain,  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

2.  ^<  That  it  appears  to  this  Conunilte^ 
that  tumults  and  msurrections  of  the  sdobI 
dan^rous  nature  have  been  raised  and, 
earned  on,  ip  several  of  the  North  Ameri> 
can  colonies,  in  open  defiance  of  the  pow«j 
and  dignity  of  his  Majesty's  govemmenL 
and  in  manifest  violation  of  ue  laws  mii 
legislative  authority  of  this  kinffdonu 

3.  **  That  it  appears  to  this  Committei^ 
that  the  said  tumults  and  insurrections' 
have  been  encouraged  and  enflamed  hf 
sundry  votes  and  resolutions  passed  in  a^i 
veral  of  the  assemblies  of  the  said  pro- 
vinces, derogatory  to  the  honour  of  fab 
Majesty's  government,  and  destructive  sf 
the  legal  and  constitutional  dependency 
of  the  said  colonies  on  the  impenai  cntma 
and  pariiament  of  Great  Britam. 

4h  f*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com* 
mittee,  that  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented  to  his  Majesty,  to  desire  that  hii 
Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
give  instructions  to  the  governors  ofths 
several  provinces  where  the  above-men« 
tinned  tumults  and  insurrections  have  h^h 
pened,  that  they  should,  in  his  Majesty's 
naaie,  require  of  the  assemblies  ofthe  said 
provinces  to  make  proper  rQcompeDse  to 
those  who  have  sufieredin  their  persons  or 
properties  in  consequence  of  the  aforesaid 
tumults  and  insurrections :  and  to  assart 
his  Majesty,  that  this  House  will,  upon 
this  and  all  occasions,  support  the  lawful 
authority  of  his  crown,  and  the  rights  of 
parliament. 

*  This  important  Debate  is  now  firm  nrioted 
fi^m  a  Manit8cri|)t  in  the  HardMicke  CoUco 
tion,  obli|ringly  communicatefi  to  the  Editor  by 
the  present  tm  of  Hardwicke  [a.  s.  1818.J  . 


5.  •<  That  it  IB  Uie  opaion  of  this  Cdm- 

wotee,  tiMt  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  re- 

a%  in  the  said  cQlonies,  who  have  ma- 

limited  their  desire  to  comply' with,  or  to 

Kst  in  carnring  into  execution,  the  act 

6r  Jajing  a  duty  on  Stamps,  or  any  other 

let  of  parliament  in  the  British  colonies  in 

Soiih  America,  have  acted  as  dutiful  and 

loyal  sid^cla,  and  are  therefore  entitled 

to,  and  wiSL  assuredly  have  the  favour  and 

protectioiL  of  this  House." 

The  Dchsce  arose  upon  the  first  of  the 
above  Henlutions,  namely, 

»  Hist  Che  King's  Majesty,  by  and  with 

**  thesdnoe  and  consent  of  the  Lords  spiri- 

**  taiisiid  tensporal  and  Commons  of  Great 

«tmm  parliament  assembled,  had,  hath, 

^  sod  of  nght  ought  to  have,  fuU  power  and 

^snCfaority  to  make  laws  and  statutes,  of 

**  safident  force  and  validity  to  bind  the 

^  colonies  and  people  of  America,  subjects 

"<  of  the  cfowD  of  Great  Britain,  in  all 

^  cases  whatsoever/' 

The  Duke  of  Gtafton^  after  lamenting 
the  contrariety  of  opinion,  on  the  first  pro- 
positioD,  and  observing  that,  in  questions 
^  ^*^~  ittterestii^  nature,   we  ought  to 


Aa. 


A.  D.  1760. 


divest  oonelvesof  all  prejudice  or  attach- 

Aeot  to  ooe  man  or  anouier,  declared  his 

<^inioii  to  be,  that  the  Americans  were  as 

^nbfe  to  be  taxed  as  anv  man  in  Great 

Bcilaiii.   And  that  there^re  he  should  not 

Iwe  offisred  the  first  Resolution,  but  that 

tiie  TJ^t  bad  been  questioned,  not  only  by 

the  Americans,  but  by  persons  here,  some 

e^whom  were  eminent,  and  possibly  the 

Ifci^bestm  the  line  they  tread.    His  grace 

^^recommended  lenient  measures,  aa 

^'ip^Dg  the  Americans  deluded  into  an 

^V^ioa  that  England  had  given  them  up. 

}^  SkeUume  spoke  next,  who  did  not 

pn  my  direct  opimon  on  tiie  richt  of  par- 

^^jBMto  tax  America,  though  he  seemed, 

am  wbai  I  could  gather  ofwhat  he  said, 

to  fflfiiDiiate  that  he  was  of  that  opinion. 

Hk  lordship  said,  he  thought  it  was 
^I^J  necessary  never  to  bring  constitu- 
tions poiots  into  debate  but  in  matters  of 
^  highest  consequence. 

That  the  object  of  the  present  question 
'Nmed  ta  him  to  be,  whether  we  should, 
ttd  how  we  diould,  restore  tranquillity  to 


That  his  opinion  was,  that  when  America 
was  acquainted  of  what  had  past  in  £ng- 
Uad  the  first  day  of  the  session,  there  only 
remained  two  questions  for  the  considera- 
tion of  parliament. 
1st.  'Whether  thqr  ihonld  repeal  the 


Act,  and  by  that  means  open  commerce  and 
restore  tranquillity  to  America ;  or,  2dly, 
Whetl\er  thejr  should  enforce  it,  and  throw 
every^  wing  mto  confusion.  His  lordship 
mentioned  his  having  been  lately  at  Ant« 
werp,  where  he  learnt  from  some  of  the 
principal  persons  there,  that  this  town  had 
refused  a  tax  109  times,  and  upon  speidc- 
ing  on  this  subiect  afterwards  in  Brussels, 
he  was  informed,  that  it  had  been  agitated 
at  Vienna  whether  they  ought  to  lay  a  tax 
on  the  Netherlands,  and  it  had  been 
determined  it  was  not  expedient  to  do  it. 

He  applied  this  to  the  laying  taxes  on 
North  America,  and  said,  he  did  not 
choose  in  this  situation  of  things  to  eive  a 
direct  opinion  on  the  point,  butnint^  at  a 
protest  if  his  lordship  should  differ  in  opi- 
nion with  other  lords. 

Lord  Ltfttelion  begun  with  observin^^ 
that  he  agreed  with  the  noble  lord  in  opi« 
nion,  that  this  question  should  never  hava 
been  agitated,  out  why?  because  it  has 
been  already  determined  by  the  laws  of 
this  country.  It  was  however  first  agitated 
in  America,  where  the  right  was  denied. 

In  treating  this  question,  I  must  tire  your 
lordships  with  repeating  many  self-evident 
truths,  out  when  persons  of  eminent  know 
ledge  and  abilities  dilute  this  point,  I 
even  doubt  of  niy  own  reason. 

I  shall  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  lay- 
ing before  your  lordships  a  few  general 
maxims,  not  of  party,  but  such  as  no  states* 
man,  no  lawyer,  has  ever  denied. 

The  first  foundation  of  civil  government 
is,  that  a  civil  society  was  formed  by  men 
entering  into  society  on  what  may  properly 
be  callea  an  original  compact,  and  entrust- 
ing government  with  a  power  over  their 
persons,  lil)erties,  and  estates,  for  the 
safety  of  the  whole.  In  what  form  or 
manner  this  power  is  to  be  exercised  de« 
pends  on  the  lawa  and  constitutions  of  dif- 
ferent countries. 

There  cannot  be  two  rights  existing  in 

government  at  the  same  time,  which  would 
estroy  each  other ;  a  right  in  government 
to  make  laws,  and  a  right  in  the  people,  or 
any  part,  to  oppose  or  disobey  suc^  laws. 
Another  great  principle  of  policy  is,  that  in 
all  states,  democratical,  aristocratical,  >>r 
monarchical,  or  in  mixed  states,  as  Great 
Britain,  the  government  must  rest  some*- 
where,  and  that  must  be  fixed,  or  other- 
wise there  is  an  end  of  all  government* 
*  Imperium  in  imperio.' 

But  these  great  maxims  which  imply  a 
subjection  to  the  supreme  government  or 
legislature,  do  not  exclude  the  existence 
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ef  inferior  J^Uaturet  wiUi  HWtwiimwl 
powen,  subject  to  tfaeiupertor  iMskliune. 
Tliat  the  colonies  are  of  this  Jood  die 
many  statutes  made  here  to  bind  then 
aince  their  first  settlement  pUdnly  evince. 

They  went  out  subjects  of  Grreat  Bri- 
tain,  and  unless  they  can  riiew  a  neir  com* 
pact  tiiade  between  them  and  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  (for  the  king  alone 
could  not  make  a  new  compact  with  them) 
Aey  still  are  subjects  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  whatsoever.  If  they  are  subjects, 
they  are  liable  to  the  laws  of  the  country. 
Indeedf  they  complain  that  the  laying  in- 
ternal taxes  on  them  takes  away  the  right 
•flajring  such  taxes:  this  1  deny;  they 
certainly  may  lay  such  internal  taxes  m 
lodal  purposes,  and  the  parliament  here 
may  lay  such  taxes  on  particular  oecar 
aions. 

The  last  great  maxim  of  this  and  every 
ddier  free  government  is,  that  '  No  sub- 
ject is  bouqd  by  any  law  to  whidi  heis  net 
actuallv  or  virtually  consenting.' 

If  the  colonies  are  subjects  of  Great 
Britain,  they  are  represented  and  consent 
fo  all  statutes. 

But  it  is  said  they  win  not  submit  to  the 
Stamp  Act  as  it  lays  an  internal  tax:  if 
Hiis  be  admitted,  the  same  reasoning  ex- 
tends  to  all  acts  of  parliament.  The  Ame- 
ricans will  find  themselves  crampt  by  the 
Act  of  Navigation,  and  oppose  tnat  too. 

The  Americans  themselves  make  no 
distinction  between  external  and  internal 
taxes.  M.  Otis,  their  champion,  scouts 
■uch  a  distinction,  and  the  assembly  shewed 
Aej  were  not  displeased  with  him,  by 
making  him  their  representative  at  the 
congress  of  the  states  general  of  America. 

"nie  only  Question  before  your  lordA^ 
b,  whether  tne  American  colonies  are  a 
part  of  the  dominions  at  the  crown  of 
Great^  Britam  ?  If  not^  the  pariiament  has 
no  jurisdiction,  if  they  are,  as  many  sta- 
tutes have  declared  them  to  be,  they  must 
be  nroper  objects  of  our  legislature :  and 
by  aeclaring  them  exempt  n*om  one  sta- 
tute or  law,  you  declare  them  no  longer 
subjects  of  Great  Britain,  and  make  them 
small  independent  communities  not  enti- 
tled fo  vour  protection. 

If  opmions  of  this  weight  are  to  be  taken 
up,  and  ieirgued  upon  through  mistake  or 
timiditvy  we  shall  have  many  legislators ; 
we  shaU  have  Lycurguses,  and  Solons,  in 
every  coffee-house,  tavern,  and  gin-d^op 
in  London. 

The  weight  of  taxes  In  Enjjland  are 
hmry,  and  udmit  but  tbk  doctrme>  many 


who  Imwv  bo  vole  in  chctiDg 
lapiasawlatwas,  wil  foltow  tfcair  hmdam 
in  America,  in  Mfosiag  sidbniisiioa  to  sav 
taxes.  The  commoi  of  this  awtropslls 
will  with  pioasore  hear  a  doetriaa  props- 
gated  last  week,  of  equality  bebg  the  m. 
tunl  rifi|htof  all. 

We  have  a  conslitntion  whieh,  with  d 
its  firalts,  ii  a  cood  one,  hot  the  doetrine  of 
eoaaUty  may  be  cairied  to  the  destmetisB 
or  this  monarchy.  Cromwell  himself  4i4 
not  attempt  to  say  that  taxes  were  to  be 
raised  willioiiC  the  eomaeat  of  the  Is^la. 
ture. 

Lord  Caiarfw.^— I  am  ^erj  unhsppf 
die  first  time  of  speakiBc  in  th»  House  to 
diier  from  a  lord  of  aim  aupoiior  Midet 
and  learning,  but  the  question  before  your 
lordships  conoams  the  coaaasoo  rigMs  of 
mankind ;  it  is  an  rftotsact  question,  snf 
will  be  judged  of  b^  vour  lordships  gnvsly 
andddibenitely,  withoatmiy  regard  tsthe 
authority  of  any  lord  who  speaks  on  either 
aide  of  the  question. 

My  lords ;  he  who  dbnutes  the  aatko* 
rity  of  any  supreme  lesisiatiire  treads  upos 
rJjteJtt^d,  Urn  dMreforeM, 
cessary  lor  me  in  settiog  out  to  lay  ia  nj 
claim  to  your  lordships,  and  So  desire  dm 
no  inference  may  be  drawn  Ihim  any  this; 
I  shall  advance.  I  disclaim  dial  the  con- 
sequence of  my  reasoning  will  be  tkat  dit 
colonies  can  daim  an  mdependenos  oa 
diis  country,  or  that  they  h«ve  a  right  Is 
oppose  acts  of  legtslature  in  a  rebSliaai 
manner,  even  though  the  leaisiaturehssBS 
right  to  make  such  acta,  fa  my  own  op* 
nion,  my  lords,  the  I^iialature  had  no  lipit 
to  make  thk  law. 

1  ne  sovereign  auuiorny,  me  onmpofsoos 
of  the  l^islature,  my  mda,  is  a  revourilo 
doctrine,  but  there  are  aome  things  they 
cannot  do.  They  cannot  enaet  any  thini 
a^nst  the  divine  law,  and  may  fbrfeit  tli^ 
right.  They  canpot  take  away  any  idsb'i 
private  property  without  mididng  him  a 
compensation.  A  proof  of  which  is  tbd 
many  private  bUls,  as  wdl  as  public,  pin^ 
every  session.  Thev  have  no  right  to 
conaemn  any  man  by  biH  of  attamdci 
without  hearing  him. 

But  though  the  pariiament  cannot  tsks 
any  man's  private  property,  yet  every  sob* 
ject  must  make  contribution.  And  this  hs 
consents  to  do  by  his  representatives; 
when  the  people  consented  to  be  iszsJ 
they  reserved  to  themadves  a  power  o( 
^vmg  and  granting  by  their  representa- 
tives. 
The  ftesdotioa  noir  piepeaei  is  in  «/ 
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Mitwttiranditig  tbt  King,  Lordly  and 
in  aacient  Cknca  tax  othaf 


DDfoot^  ^kej  never  could  lax  the  dcrgy. 
IJbaieMenaeeoord,17  R.  2,  of  the  Coib«> 
Btoi  oiunngr  an  aid  to  hk  majaity  so  as 
the  dam^  «lio  were  possessed  ef  a  thied 
psitafSaVaads  of  the  kingdom,  vould 
essftrilMiteaihirdptftof  thesum  wanted. 
Hie  cto^gf  on  thatocoasion  said,  that  the 
pariiasMBt  had  no  ii|^t  to  tax  theao ,  tfaey 
migk  hfmf  aart  gf  the  nu»ney  wanted  on 
theisi^raad  that  diey,  the  clei^y,  would 
thca  d»  vhat  tiiey  saw  just.  And  so  late 
auBiftf  ^aar  l€74tiiecior^yin  eonvoeadon 
'  en  a  lif^t  to  tax  theeissivaB,  and 
t  was  reeegmaed  hy  the  Com- 


At  passeoc  the  deigj  have  dropt  that 
in^ ;  wiicn,  I  cannot  peciend  to  say,  hot 
«4en  th^  did  drop  it  they  were  mailed 
dsm  into  the  hockf  of  the  country,  and 
are  now  electors  of  their  own  represenla^ 


HieoennlaBs  pabtino  weioe  little  Aadal 
OMveising  v^gal  autherity* 
res,  lor  the  erewm  to  rehire 
hy  wffk  to  tax  theoMolvcs.  Tyrrel 
SOB  sene  teooeds  of  writs  of  that 
Und  diiecisd  lo  Chester.  It  appoafs, 
Iwawu,  lint  afterwards  the  le|^slatiire 
taok  to  icsiif  die  power  of  taxation  airw 

pewthie,  bai  then  when 


to  bo 


M>  no  vepveM 
giwitedtMas 


resented  the 

n- 


U  iiebmvaMe,  that  at  the  dose  ef  the 
erecting  Laneasler  into  a  oeunly 
9"Mis«heie  is  asiivo  of  the  right  to  the 
^^Bwatat  krge.  And  the  great  lord 
j™Kb  a  Mi.  never  printed,  which  tseats 
^^pBSDgalive  of  the  crown,  observes, 
wt  t^B  was  a  county  palatine,  without  the 
^Biiites  ef  Chester  and  Durham,  paiti- 
j^fwf  estotfhepoww  ef  taxing  and  par- 

^fas,  my  lopds,  was  not  taxed  till  k 
wimjtsd  to  Bnyhmd,  when  it  wasfor*- 
*tt  represented. 

Cshis  and  Berwick,  when  they  were 
oaiqucred,  sent  aseaabMe  to  pai&unent. 
Ramsey,  Jeisoy^  and  the  Isle  ef  Man 
^e  Bot  yet  a  part  of  the  vealm  of  England, 
^  have  never  yet  beea  Ifuied* 

Ireland  was  conquered  originally,  but 
>»  aesded  bv  the  Englisb.  They  tax 
tbeoisel  ves,  and  the  parliament  here  has  no 
ft^  to  tax  Aeni  lovd  H4t«Ami  this 


in  the  befere-wenlioMsd  H6.  whens  ho 
asya,  tbet  he  tbinhsno  aeta  bene  eaa  bind 
the  Irish  in  point  ef  sHbaidlas. 

But,  my  lords,  even  supposing  the  Ante* 
rioans  have  no  exdusive  right  lo  tax  them^ 
selves,  I  maintain  it  would  be  good  poUcy 
to  give  it  tbeas.— rAmerica  tm^  ue  can 
do  better  without  us,  than  we  without  her. 

He  spoke  then  to  the  expediency,  and 
concluded  that  his  opinion  was,  that  the  oo- 
bnieshad  a  right  to  tax  theraaelves,  and 
the  parliament  not. 

Lord  ChanoeUor  NoHhingion.  1  did 
not  think  I  should  have  troubled  yoov 
lordships  on  the  sufajest  of  this  1st  Reselu<- 
tion,  but,  upon  doctrines  being  laid  down 
so  new,  so  unmaiatainaUe,  9m  so  unoon*' 
stitutiooal,  I  cannotsit  sUent 

I  have,  my  lords, this  day  heaida  paisu> 
dox  in  every  law  that  I  know  of.  I  thought 
indeed,  when  I  came  into  the  House,  mat 
the  preposition  endeavoured  to  be  8U|k» 
ported  by  the  noble  kurd,  would  have  been 
ratiier  neve  modified  than  it  baa  been  by  a 
heated  imaginatioa,  accompanied  by  a  ft* 
eiiky  of  expresaiea  and  naadiaeei  of  hnh* 
guage. 

The  nefaie  iordfaMTsk  down  that  the  Ame. 
ricans  have  an  exauBure  right  to  lay  texco 
on  theaseefares,  and  thinks  that  we  are  not 
to  meddle  widi  them. 

What,  shall  it  be  said  Aat  one  men 
alone  could  subdue  all  North  Amarica» 
and  that  hk  authority  not  overruling,  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  raanet  retain 
at? 

My  lords,  it  k  impossible  to  endeavour 
to  prove  a  self  evident  truth* 

Every  gewarnment  can  aikitrarify  inpose 
laws  on  ad  its  sabjecta;  Aatm  must  be  a 
aupseme  dominion  in  eaeiy  state;  whether 

or  mixed.  And  aB  the  subjects  of  each 
state  are  bound  ky  dm  laws  made  by  ga« 


But  the  aoble  load  haajendeanaased  to 
distinguish  between  the  dvil  power  of  ga^ 
vemmant,  and  its  casuMtiosil  power.  Imr, 
my  lords,  there  k  no  writer  on  geaem) 
law  but  what  agrees  in  thk  principle,  that 
every  legiskture  should  make  laws  for  the 
beaefit  wad  safety  of  the  whole;  but  sofw 
pose  they  make  a  lav  contrary  to  thk 
principle,  a  raustanoe  to  auoh  law  k  at 
the  riric  of  life  and  Ibrtune. 

As  to  what  the  noble  lord  says,  of  Ae 
dergy  not  having  been  taxed,  the  instru^ 
ments  he  alludes  to  are  oownaoions  from 
the  king  to  the  Isjty  and  the  Gler|^  to 
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Lord  MantfieUi  I  stand  up  to  bring 
your  lordships  to  the  question  before  yea, 
which  is,  wnether  the  proposition  made 
by  the  noble  duke  is,  from  what  appean 
from  our  law  and  history,  true  or  not  true* 

What  has  been  wrote  by  ^ose  wh(^ 
have  treated  on  the  law  of  nature,  or  of 
other  nations,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  at  dl 
applicable  to  the  present  question. 

It  is  out  of  this  question  too,  whether  it 
is  or  is  not  expedient  to  repeal  this  act :  out 
of  this  question  too  are  the  rules  whicb 
are  to  guide  the  l^islature  in  making  t 
law*  The  law  is  made,  and  the  question 
is,  whether  you  had  a  right  to  maie  it. 

I  deny  the  proposition  that  parliament 
takes  no  man's  property  without  his  coo^ 
sent :  it  frequently  takes  private  propertf 
wi^out  .making  what  the  owner  thinba 
compensation.  If  any  lord  makes  object 
tion  to  any  part  of  the  proposition,  he 
ought  to  confine  himself  in  his  argument 
to  the  part  he  objects  to,  and  not  run 
into  matters  which  do  not  rdate  to  such 
objection. 

I  have,  during  the  course  of  the  dd)ate 
on  this  great  question,  always  wished  to 
preserve  unanimity  among  your  lordship^ 
on  every  measure  relating  to  Ameri<^ 
and  do  verily  believe  that  if  every  member 
of  parliament  had  concurred  in  sentimenti 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  Uiis  ereal 
evil,  as  it  now  is,  would  have  turned  ooi 
fof  the  advantage  of  the  whole,  and  thai 
the  Americans,  if  they  had  time  given 
them  to  cool,  would  have  obeyed  thelav^ 

Your  lordships  must  remember,  upoq 
the  passing  the  Militia  Act,  how  it  w« 
misrepresented,  as  a  plot  to  send  our  sub^ 
jects  to  America  and  Germany,  and  thaj 
the  consequence  of  this  was,  Uiat  riot< 
arose  in  several  parts  of  the  kingdom.  A 
few  of  the  rioters  sufiered  death,  but  whei| 
people  came  to  their  cool  senses,  the  ac 
was  obeyed. 

I  do  not  look  upon  Otis's  pamphlet  U 
a  liffht  other  lords  may — tiiat  it  is  to  b^ 
tot^y  disregarded.  It  may  be  called 
silly  and  mad,  but  mad  people,  or  personj 
who  have  entertained  silly  and  man  idea^ 
have  led  the  people  torebdlion,  and  over 
turned  empires. 

The  proposition  before  your  lordship 
has  unluippily  been  attended  with  a  diftc 
ence  of  opinion  in  England.  I  sha] 
therefore  use  my  endeavours,  in  what  I 
have  to  offer  your  lordships  on  thi 
occasion,  to  quiet  mea'a  minds  upon  thi 
subject. 

In  order  to  do  this,  lahall first  lay  doir 
two  propositions: 


I  do  not  know,  my  lords,  that  because 

tope  Bonifiuse  had  power  to  make  the 
ing  and  parliament  here  obey  his  orders 
in  relation  Xb  the  clergy  tasdng  themselves, 
it  is  any  argument  for  their  right  to  do  so. 
I  do  not  know  there  ever  was  a  period 
when  the  clergy  had  no  right  to  vote  in 
dections  to  parliament,  and  should  be 
glad  to  be  informed. 

As  to  the  convocation  of  king  James,  I 
deny  the  clergy  tfuced  themselves  at  that 
period.  Their  orders  are  recited  in  acts 
of  parliament,  and  had  no  legal  force  till 
th^  were  enacted. 

My  lords,  I  seek  for  the  liberty  and 
constitution  of  this  kingdom  no  fiirther  back 
than  the  Revolution:  there  I  make  my 
stand.  And  in  the  reign  of  king  WiUiam 
an  act  passed  avowine  me  power  of  this  le- 
gisteture  over  the  colonies. 

As  to  the  expedient  of  carrying  the 
act  iiito  execution-— if*^  the  noble  lord 
means  to  suspend  the  execution^  and  ad- 
vise the  King  on  that  head,  I  will  tell  his 
lordship  the  King  cannot  do  it.  He  is 
sworn  by  his  coronation  oath  to  do  the 
contrary;  bat  if  you  should  concur  with 
his  loroship  as  to  the  expediency  of  re- 
peal, you  will  tell  12  millions  of  your  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  that 
you  prefer  the  colonists  who  are  got  rich 
under  their  protection,  and  will  have  them 
at  your  doors,  not  making  speeches,  but 
usinff  the  argumenlum  baculinum, 

my  lords,  what  have  these  favourite 
Americans  done?  They  have  called  a 
meeUng  of  their  states,  and  then  have  en- 
teredinto  Resolutions  bv  which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, they  have  forfeited  aU  their  charters. 

But$  my  lords,,  the  nature  of  the  Stamp 

Act  seems  to  be  mistaken.    It  binds  all  the 

*  colonies  in  general,  but  it  does  not  con- 

troul  the  power  each  province  has  to  lay 

internal  taxes  for  local  purposes. 

If  all  the  great  lawyers  in  Westminster- 
liall  should  give  an  opinion  that  the  King 
could  grant  the  territory  of  North  Ame- 
rica, none  would  say,  that  the  King  could 
put  them  out  of  the  subjection  to  the^tfm- 
mum  imoerium  of  Great  Britain. 

My  lords,  the  colonies  are  become  too 
big  to  be  governed  by  the  laws  they  at  first 
set  out  witlk  They  have  therefore  run 
into  confusion,  and  it  will  be  the  policy  of 
this  country  to  form  a  plan  of  laws  for 
them. 

•  If  they  withdraw  all^iance  you  must 
withdraw  protection;  and  then  the  little 
state  of  Genoa,  or  the  kingdom  or  rather 
republic  of  Sweden,  may  soon  overrun 
them. 
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lit,  Tlmt  die  British  legislature,  as  to 
tepover  of  maldiig  laws,  represents  the 
vw  British  empire,  and  iias  authority 
19  Unci  etefy  part  and  every  subject  with- 
<st  the  least  distinction,  whether  such 
nbjects  have  a  right  to  vote  or  not,  or 
vlKtiier  the  law  binds  placet  within  the 
reafan  or  without. 

Slid,  That  the  colonists,  by  the  condi- 
tion on  wbkli  they  migrated,  settled,  and 
BOW  exist,  sre  more  emphatically  subjects 
of  Greit  Britain  than  those  within   the 
realm;  sad  that  the   British  legislature 
faaveiDCfeiy  instance  exercised  their  right 
oikphfiaa  over  them  without  any  dispute 
m  quotion  till  the  14th  of  January  last. 
Alto  the  1  St  proposition  : 
Id  etery    government   the  legislative 
jwirernnistbe  lodged  somewhere,  and  the 
executive  must  likewise  be  lodged  some- 
fffleie. 

In  Great  Britain  the  legislative  is  in 
parliament,  the  executive  in  the  crown. 

The  parliament  first  depended  upon 
tenures.  How  did  representation  by  elec- 
tion first  arise  ?  Why,  by  the  favour  of 
the  crown.  And  the  notion  now  taken 
op,  that  every  subject  must  be  represent- 
ed by  deputy,  if  he  does  not  vote  in  par- 
iUmeat  himself,  is  merely  ideal. 

'At  this  day  all  the  gr^t  companies 
here— the  Bank,  East  India  Company,, 
and  South  Sea  Company,  have  no  repre- 
sentatives. 

As  to  what  has  been  said  about  the 
cfergy-^e  fiu^t  is,  that  a  demand  made 
by  them  of  a  right  to  tax  themselves  was 
<<iW>rted  by  the  Pope ;  and  the  king  and 
F^™meikt  of  those  times  were  weak 
pongh  to  admit  of  it ;  but  this  admission 
ttiKi  proof  of  the  right. 

^0  distinction  ought  to  be  taken  be- 
^*^A  the  authority  of  pariiament,  over 
P*"^^thin  or  without  tne  realm ;  but  it 
Has  eKabiished  rule  of  construction,  that 
BO  parts  without  the  realm  are  bound 
J^jkasDamed  intheact.  And  this  rule  esta- 
™^  die  ri^ht  of  parliament;  for  unless 
^  had  a  rijght  to  bind  parts  out  of  the 
^w,  this  distinction  would  never  have 
been  made* 

Ab  to  Wales,  it  has  been  said  that  it 

^  not  part  of  the  realm,  and  paid  no 

^ie»  berore  it  was  united  and  represented. 

^NW  Wales,  in  statute  fVaiiiaf  12  Edward 

h  is  descrS)ed  at  a  part  of  the  crown  of 

England. 

As  to  the  parts  beyond  seas  which 
\rere  ceded  to  the  crown  of  England; 
inch  asfiryifaa  and  Calais,  they  have  been 
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mentioned  m,  and  bound  by  dilEsrent  sU- 
tutes,  before  CaUis  ever  sent  a  representa- 
tive to  parliament. 

The  isle  of  Man  is  a  very  late  instance 
of  a  part  of  the  realm  never  represented, 
which  came  to  the  noble  duke  the  pro* 
prietor,  under  a  descent  of  400  years; 
and  his  grace  hist  session  applied  to  the 
justice  of  parliament,  and  never  was  ad* 
vised  to  dispute  their  right  of  laymg 
taxes,  &c* 

As  to  the  sound  which  has  been  thrown 
out,  that  no  money  can  be  raised  without 
consent,  the  direct  contrary  is  the  truth ; 
for  if  any  number  of  people  diould  agree 
to  raise  money  for  the  Kmg,  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional. 

By  the  Declaration  of  Right,  13  Car. 
1,  declaring  it  illegal  to  levy  money  ex* 
cept  by  act  of  parliament,  the  wor^  are, 
*  by  loan,  gift,  or  benevolence,'  and  idl  such 
kind  of  levies  are  declared  void. 

Objection  has  been  made,  that  Money 
Bills  begin  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
have  past  here  of  course  without  amend* 
ment.  I  have  read  an  able  argument  of 
lord  Nottingham's  on  this  subject,  in  the 
Journal  of  die  House  of  Commons,  when 
he  managed  the  conference  between  the 
Houses,  and  to  which  I  refer  your  lord* 
ships. 

I  shall  now  consider  the  demesnes  of 
the  crown ;  Counties  palatine— >it  has  been 
said  they  were  not  taxed  till  they  were 
represented.  The  act  in  Henry  Sth's 
time  giving  Chester  a  right  to  send  re* 

gresentatives,  recites,  that  they  were  lia* 
le  to  and  bound  by  all  the  laws  made  by 
parliament,  and  therefore  it  was  but  just 
they  should  be  represented. 

The  act.  Car.  2,  giving  the  right  to 
Durham,  recites,  that  3iey  were  tlien  and 
before  liable  to  taxes  and  subsidies.  And 
therefore  I  think  it  clear,  thai  the  counties 
palatine  were  bound  by  acts  of  parliament 
m  England,  without  bejng  named,  befora 
they  sent  representatives. 

As  to  Guienne  and  Calais,  several  acta 
were  made  here  from  the  time  they  were 
first  ceded,  to  lay  mterior  resulations  upon 
them.  Calais  and  Berwicx  never  sent 
members  to  parliament  till  the  time  of 
Henry  8,  but  several  statutes  past,  bind* 
ing  these  places  from  the  time  of  Henry  6. 

It  has  been  said  ne^tively,  that  Wales 
never  paid  taxes  till  it  sent  members  to 
parliament.  This  was  in  27  Henry  8* 
Now  in  several  statutes  for  laying  taxes 
before  that  period,  Wales  is  nominaHm 
exoeptedp  and  the  raaiKMi  given  for  that 
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enoefMion  In  the  Maliitet  i  dnt  tbif  |Mid 
mue9  (which  wm  a  mr)  ta  the  king;  a<id 
it  is  in  like  manner  excepted  out  of  seve- 
lal  8tatiit«B  atttr  37  Heory  8,  till  these 
mui  were  taken  awaj,  and'tliea  it  was 
taaed  with  the  other  part  of  the  realm. 
But  as  a  disttnction  has  been  taken  bc- 
tween  the  power  of  laying  taxes  and  mak- 
ing laws,  I  must  declare,  that  after  the 
aaest  diligent  searches  on  this  head,  1  can* 
not  find  any  distinction  or  difference  what- 


As  to  the  second  proposition  I  laid  out, 

It  must  be  grantea  tnat  they  migrated 
with  leave  as  oolonics,  and  therefore  from 
the  very  meaning  of  the  word  were,  are, 
and  must  be  subjects,  and  owe  allegiance 
ttid  subjection  to  their  mother  country. 

My  lords,  there  are  three  sorts  of  colo- 
iiies  in  Americas 

King's  Provinces;  Proptietary  Ph>- 
▼inces,  and  Charter  Provinces. 

The  King's  provinces  are  governed  by 
inslnictions  sent  to  the  governors,  whio 
after  some  time  are  directed  tocallaBsem-* 
Mies,  and  Uie^  have  a  power  to  make  bye 
laws  for  their  interior  government,  drc. 

The  proprietary  governments  are  Main- 
land ana  Pennsylvania :  the  first  was  grant- 
ed to  be  held  as  the  county  of  Durham,  and 
that,  before  this  county  was  represented  in 
pafliament,  had  by  charter  a  subordinate 
power  to  make  laws,  so  as  the  same  were 
not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England. 

PennBy4vania  was  granted  to  W.  Pemi 
itt  SS  Car.  2. 

The  PennsyHanians  are  among  the 
loudest  of  those  who  complain  (^  the 
Stamp  Act.  In  the  papers  coming  from 
them  they  use  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
as  fbey  do  their  own  proprietary  king. 

By  their  charter  Mr.  Fean  has  a  power 
l»  raise  money  and  tnake  laws,  Ac.  so  as 
^ef  be  net  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land. And  it  IS  provided,  that  a  transcript 
of  every  law  should  be  sent  to  Qreat  Bri- 
tain, and  if  repugnant  to  law  here,  shall 
be  replsaM.  And!  an  agent  is  to  reside 
here  to  make  satistBCtion  for  all  penahiee ; 
aad  if  no  sacisfaetion  is  made,  the  grant 
b  to  be  void^ 

Charter  governments  are  Virginia, 
Cofmectieai,  Rhode  IsiSBid,  and  Maam- 
ehusets  Bsy. 

These  are  aH  on  tiie  sane  footing  as 
«mr  great  eofpomtiona  in  London.  And 
it  \M  worth  retnatUng^  that  Maasachusets 
Bay  had  a  charter  which  m  Charies  2's 
firae  was  vacated  in  Chancery  for  their 
•busdofjt.    New,  4s  It  peasftla  «a.  Mip* 
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pese  that  a  lefislsMM  can  exist  witi  i 
sole  power  of  layiqg  taans,  which  legida 
ture  may  be  destroyed  here  by  a  proosa 
in  the  ooorts  of  Chancery  or  lLin|V 
bench? 

I  find  in  the  Journals  of  the  House  o 
Coooraons  that,  upon  a  BUI  for  a  im 
fishery  being  brought  fnio  Hiat  House,  \\ 
Jamn  1,  a  doubt  was  thrown  out,  whe 
ther  parliament  had  any  thing  to  do  ii 
America.  This  doubt  was  immediatri; 
answered,  I  believe  by  Coke.  The  pro 
▼ineeis  held  of  the  manor  of  East  Green 
wich,  and  granted  by  charter  ander  tb 
great  seal.  This  was  thought  a  sdBcien 
answer,  and  the  Bill  passed  that  House. 

In  the  year  1650,  during  the  Comoion 
wealth,  an  act  passed,  avowing  the  subjec 
ticn  of  the  colonies  to  England. 

The  Act  cf  Settlement  is  of  Eogiaod 
Ac.  and  all  the  dominions  thereto  beloBg 
ing.  If  Americans  are  not  subject  ti 
English  statutes,  the  Act  of  Settlemsn 
doea  not  bind  them. 

But  there  are  many  statutes  lsjtn| 
taxes  in  America ;  I  know  bo  differeno 
between  laying  internal  and  extenu 
taxes ;  but  if  such  difierence  should  b 
taken,  are  not  the  acts  giving  duties,  cm 
toms,  and  erecting  a  post  office,  to  b 
considered  as  laying  an  internal  tax  ? 

In  1724,  the  assembly  of  Jamaica  n 
fiised  to  raise  taxes  for  Uieir  necessar 
support  Application  was  made  to  th 
council  by  their  agent  here,  and  a  refei 
ence  to  sir  Clement  Worge  and  lor 
Hardwicke,  to  know  whether  the  kiq 
could  not  lay  a  tax.  They  gave  thd 
opinion,  that  if  Jamaica  was  to  be  ccxd 
dered  as  a  conquered  country,  the  kii^ 
could  lay  taxes ;  if  otherwise,  the  ssbsO 
bb^  must  lay  it,  or  it  must  be  raved  by  a^ 
of  parliament.- 

But  this  notion,  my  lords,  is  of  a  vsf 
modem  date. 

In  December  last  the  authority  of  pa 
liament  was  not  disputed ;  even  on  tii 
14th  of  Jan.  no  hint  was  given  in  th 
House,  which  was  then  very  ftiD,  agsin 
that  authori^.  This  day  is  the  first  tin 
we  have  heard  of  it  in  this  House. 

Before  I  condudel  will  take  theliberi 
of  limng  down  one  proposkien,  vis. 

When  the  aij^irene  powvr  abdicsti 
the  govemnMnt  is  dissolved. 

Take  care,  my  lorda,  you  do  not  m 
cate  your  authority.  In  such  tfn  evev 
jroor  iordshipe  wowd  leave  the  worthy  si 
mnoosnt,  sa  weH  mb  €he  uiiwofthjr  stf 
tf»kyf  to  ftesms  isniisienwd  mxh 
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Hii  inrtldhip  1ms  liieiUiopad  «ome  quo* 
tuioos  £tom  lord  chief  justice  Hale* 
vbfiher  this  im  wrole  when  his  lordship 
w  ft  t$xkituitf  hanialer»  or  judge,  does 
•ot  tfptwr^  bm  9t  best  it  is  but  a  (}uere  of 
tte  ieenml  judge  on  the  power  of  £ng- 
U  to  Isjr  Snxes  on  Ireland.  Molyoeuz, 
ii  his  book,  burnt  by  the  liaods  of  the 
cttoMnon  faaBgnuHif  4)ueBtioning  the  power 
«f  parliaBaflBS»  naakes  a  distinction  between 
kdtod  andthe  cokmies  in  this  respect 


T1»  Basohitions  were  then  agreed  to. 

Bfmkof  Ijofrd  Camden  on  the  Ameri^ 

Jkdmkfry  BiA.*]    When  the  De- 

dsnSMj  BiU«  dedarioff  die  right  of  Great 

Mm  fo  make  laws,  bbding  the  British 

North  America  in  all  cases 

wos  bvonght  to  the  Lords, 

Lord  Camden  made  the  following  speech 
against  it : 

Mj  Imds;  when  I  spoke  last  on 
l^ject»  1  thought  I  had  delivered  my 
lo  fully,  and  supported  them 
easons,  and  such  authorities, 
that  I  apprehended  I  should  be  under  no 
ueoBMity  of  troubling  your  lordships  again. 
%ut  I  ana  now  compelled  to  rise  up»  and 
to  beg  jour  fiuther  indulgence :   I  fbd 
that  1  bitve  been  very  injuriously  treated ; 
Ittve  be0n  considered  as  the  broacher  of 
sev-fingled  doctrines,    contrary  to   the 
iiws  of  this  kingdom,  and  subversive  of 
the  ri^its  of  parliament.    My  lords,  this 
is  a  heavy  charge,  but  more  so  when  made 
agttnat  one  stationed  as  I  am  in  both  ca- 
pacitieB,  as  peer  and  judge,  the  defender 
of  the  law  and  the  constitution.    When  J 
ipoke  last,  I  was  indeed  replied  to,  but 
not  answered.    In  the  intermediate  time, 
oiany  ddngs  have  been  said.    As  I  was 
Aot  prasme,  I  must  now  beg  leave  to  an- 
tver  such  as  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 
As  thealEur  is  of  the  utmost  importance, 
tad  in  ks  consequences  may  involve  the 
h^  of  kkigdoms,  I  took  the  strictest  re- 
Hew  of  asy  arguments;  I  re-examined  all 
toy   authorities;  fully  determined,   if  I 
Sound  myself  mistaken,  publicly  to  own 
Bay  aoietake,   and  give  up  mv  <>pinion! 
b^  mv  acardies  have  more  and  more  con- 
viaced  me,  that  the  British  parliament  have 
no  right  to  tax  the  Americans.    1  shall 
not  therefore  consider  the  Declaratory 
^"^  now  lyine  on  your  table ;  for  to  what 
^fpose,  but  loss  cf  time,  to  consider  the 

*Pnmi  tb«  PoUtiesl  Regitt^r,  vol.  1,  p.  289. 
[VOJUXYL] 
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paiticidaii  «f « ^M\,  the  very  existence  of 
which  is  illeeai,  absolutely  illegal,  coa« 
trary  to  the  Fundamental  laws  uf  nature^ 
contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  this 
constitution  ?  A  conititution  grounded  on 
the  eternal  and  immutable  laws  of  nature  \ 
a  constitution  whose  foundation  and  centre 
is  liberty,  which  sends  liberty  to  every 
subject,  that  is  or  may  happen  to  be 
within  anv  part  of  ite  ample  circumference* 
Nor,  my  lords,  is  the  doctrine  new,  it  is 
as  old  as  the  constitution ;  it  grew  up 
with  it ;  indeed  it  is  its  support ;  taxation 
and  representation  are  inseparably  united; 
God  hath  joined  them,  no  British  parlia* 
ment  can  separate  them ;  to  endeavour  to 
do  it,  is  to  stab  our  very  vitals.  Nor  ia 
this  the  first  time  this  doctrine  has  been 
mentioned;  70  years  ago,  my  lords*  a 
pamphlet  was  published,  recommending 
the  levying  a  parliamentary  tax  on  one  of 
the  colonies ;  this  pamphlet  was  answered 
by  two  others,  then  much  read ;  these  to* 
tally  deny  the  power  of  taxing  the  colo« 
nies;  and  why^  Because  the  colonies 
had  no  representatives  in  pa^liamen^to 
give  consent ;  no  answer,  public  or  pri* 
vate,  was  given  to  these  pamphlets,  no 
censure  passed  upon  them;  men  were 
not  startled  at  the  doctrine  as  either  new 
or  illegal,  or  derogatory  to  the  rights  of 
parliament.  I  do  not  mention  these 
pamphlets  by  way  of  authority,  but  to  vin« 
dicate  myself  from  the  imputation  of  hav- 
inff  first  broached  this  doctrine. 

My  position  is  this — I  repeat  it — I  will 
maintam  it  to  my  last  hour,— taxation  and 
representation  are  inseparable ; — this  posi« 
tion  is  founded  on  the  laws  of  nature ;  it  is 
more,  it  is  itself  an  eternal  law  of  nature ; 
for  whatever  is  a  man's  own,  is  absolutely 
his  own ;  no  man  hath  a  right  to  take  it 
from  him  without  his  consent,  either  ex* 
pressed  by  himself  or  representative ;  who« 
ever  attempts  to  do  it,  attempts  an  injuiy ; 
whoever  does  it,  commits  a  robbery  ;*  he 
throws  down  and  destroys  the  distinction 
between  liberty  and  sbvery.  Taxation 
and  representation  are  coeval  with  and  es* 
sential  to  this  constitution.  I  wish  the 
maxim  of  Machiavel  was  followed,  that  of 
examining  a  constitution,  at  certain  pe« 

*  **  These  words  offended  Mr.  Orenville  ex* 
ocedinffly :  be  mentioned  lord  Camden's  Speech 
in  the  Heote  of  Commons,  and  declared  with 
an  emphasis,  that  these  psrticular  words  were 
a  libel  apou  parliament ;  and  that  the  printer  of 
the  Speech  ought  to  be  punished.  But  no  no- 
tice was  taken  of  the  complaint.''  Almon'S 
fiiographicai  Aoeedeles,  vol.  1,  h.  S77. 
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riodB»  according  to  its  first  principles ;  this 
would  correct  abases  and  supply  defects. 
I  wish  the  times  would  bear  it,  and  that 
men's  minds  were  cool  enough  to  enter 
upon  such  a  task,  and  that  the  representa* 
tive  authority  of  this  kingdom  was  more 
equally  settled.  I  am  sure  some  histo- 
ric, of  late  published,  have  done  great 
mischief;  to  endeavour  to  fix  the  sera 
when  the  House  of  Commons  besan  in  this 
kingdom,  is  a  most  pernicious  and  destruc- 
tive attempt ;  to  fix  it  in  an  Edvrard's  or 
Henry's  reign,  is  owing  to  the  idle  dreams 
^  of  some  whimsical,  ill- judging  antiquarians: 
but,  my  lords,  this  is  a  point  too  impor- 
t»nt  tobelcft  tosuch  wrong-headed  people. 
When  did  the  House  of  Commons  nrst  oe* 
gin  ?  when,  my  lords  ?  it  began  with  the 
constitution,  it  grew  up  with  the  constttu- 
tion ;  there  is  not  a  blade  of  grass  f;rowing 
in  the  most  obscure  comer  of  this  king- 
dom, which  is  not,  which  was  not  ever, 
represented  since  the  constitution  began ; 
there  is  not  a  blade  of  grass,  which  when 
taxed,  was  not  taxed  by  Uie  consent  of 
the  proprietor.  There  is  a  hi^ory  written 
by  one  Carte,  a  history  that  most  people 
DOW  see  through,  and  there  is  another  m- 
irourite  history,  much  read  and  admired. 
I  will  not  name  the  author,  your  lordships 
must  know  whom  I  mean,  and  you  must 
know  from  whence  he  pilfered  his  notions, 
concerning  the  first  ■«  beginning  of  the 
House  of  Comtnons.  My  lords,  I  chal- 
lenge any  one  to  point  out  the  time  when 
any  tax  -was  laid  upon  any  person  by  par- 
liament, that  person  being  unrepresented 
in  parliament.  My  lords,  the  parliament 
laid  a  tax  upon  the  palatinate  of  Chester, 
and  orderea  commissioners  to  collect  it 
there:  as  commissioners  were  ordered  to 
collect  it  in  other  counties ;  but  the  [Nila- 
tinate  refused  to  comply;  diey  addressed 
the  king  by  petition,  setting  forth,  that  the 
English  parliament  had  no  right  to  tax 
them,  that  they  had  a  parliament  of  their 
own,  that  they  had  always  taxed  them- 
selves, and  therefore  desired  the  king  to 
order  his  commissioners  not  to  proceed. 
My  lords,  the  king  received  the  petition ; 
he  did  not  declare  them  either  seditious 
or  rebellious,  but  allowed  their  plea,  and 
they  taxed  themselves.  Your  lordships 
may  see  both  the  petition  and  the  king's 
answer  in  the  records  in  the  Tower,  "nie 
clergy  taxed  themselves ;  when  the  par- 
liament attempted  to  taiq  them,  they 
stoutly  refused ;  said  they  were  not  repre- 
sented there ;  that  they  had  a  parliament 
•f  their  own,  which  represented  the  clergy; 


that  they  would  tax  themselves ;  they  did 
so.  Much  stress  has  been  laid  upon 
Wales,  before  it  was  united  as  it  now  ig, 
as  if  the  King,  standinff  in  the  place  of 
their  former  princes  of  that  country,  raised 
money  by  his  own  authoritv ;  but  the  red 
fact  is  otherwise ;  for  I  find  that,  long  be* 
fore  Wales  was  subdued,  the  northern 
counties  of  that  principali^had  represeD- 
tatives,  and  a  parliament  or  assembly.  Ai 
to  Irehuid,  my  lords,  before  that  kingdom 
had  a  parliament  as  it  now  has,  if  your 
lordships  will  examine  the  old  records, 
you  will  find,  that  when  a  tax  was  to  b< 
kid  on  that  country,  the  Irudi  sent  over 
here  representatives ;  and  the  same  rwords 
will  inform  your  lordships,  what  wages 
those  representatives  received  firom  their 
constituents.  In  short,  my  lords,  from 
the  whole  of  our  history,  from  the  earlieit 
period,  you  will  find  that  taxation  and  re* 
presentation  were  always  united ;  so  trot 
are  the  words  of  that  consummate  rea* 
soner  and  politician  Mr.  Locke.  I  be- 
fore alluded  to  his  book;  I  have  sgaia 
consulted  him ;  and  finding  what  he  writes 
so  applicable  to  the  subject  in  hand,  sod 
so  much  in  favour  of  my  sentiments,  I  beg 
your  lordships'  leave  to  read  a  little  of  this 
book. 

**  The  supreme  power  cannot  take  from 
any  man,  any  part  of  his  property,  with- 
out his  own  consent ;"  knd  B.  %  p.  136 
—139,  particularly  140.  Such  are  the 
words  or  this  great  man,  and  which  are 
well  worth  your  serious  attention.  Hit 
principles  are  drawn  from  the  heart  of 
our  constitution,  which  he  thoroughly 
understood,  and  wOl  last  as  long  as  that 
shall  last ;  and,  to  his  immortal  honour,  I 
know  not  to  what,  under  providence,  the 
Revolution  and  all  its  happy  ^E&cXi^  are 
more  owing,  than  to  the  pnndples  of  go- 
yemment  laid  down  by  Mr.  Locke.  For 
these  reasons,  my  lorcb,  I  can  never  give 
my  assent  to  any  bill  for  taxing  the  Ame^ 
rican  colonies,  while  they  remain  unre- 
presented ;  for  as  to  the  distinction  of  s 
virtual  representation,  it  is  so  absurd  os 
not  to  deserve  an  answer ;  I  therefore  ptss 
it  over  with  contempt.  The  forefathers 
of  the  Americans  did  not  leave  their  na- 
tive country,  and  subject  themselves  to 
every  danger  and  distress,  to  be  reduced 
to  a  state  of  slavery :  they  did  'not  give  up 
their  rights ;  they  looked  for  protection, 
and  not  for  chains,  from  their  mother 
country ;  by  her  they  expected  to  be  de« 
fended  in  the  possession  of  their  property, 
and  not  to  be  deprived  of  it :  for,  shoold 
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dttpicseiiC  power  coiiliiiiie»  there  is  no- 
ihiBlvhicb  tbey  can  call  their  own ;  or, 
tooelbewordicf  Mr.Locke,  <<  What 
fopatf  have  they  in  that,  which  ano* 
ftawij,  by  right,  take,  when  hepleaaea, 
tohimttlfP 

PnUd  againd  CcmmiUinff  the  Bill  to 

r^  ikt£merican  Stamp  Mt.^     March 

11.  The  order  of  the,  day  being  read  for 

tbe  tecoad  leading  of  the  Bill,  intitled, 

"  An  Adtorepeal  an  act  made  b  the  last 

aenoD  of  ptriiament,  intitled.  An  Act 

forgnitiw  and  applying  certain  Stamp 

Dn&ikM  other  di^iea  in  the  Briliah  co- 

knbadjplantation^  in  America,  towards 

Merdemrjring  the  ezpences  of  defend* 

Sj^  BRiCeetin^,  and  securing  the  same, 

akfurameDdmg  such  parts  of  the  sere- 

AJMti  of  parliament  relating  to  the  trade 

aid  reremies  of  the  said  colonies  and 

plmtitfoBiy  as  direct  the  manner  of  de« 

Umaam  and  recorering  the  penalties 

aid  foffitOKs  therem  mentioned :" 

Hien  the  said  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  it  bein^  proposed  to  cqinmit  the 
BID,  the  same  was  objected  to.  Content 
73;  Proxies  32;  Total  105;  Not  Con- 
teoti  61 ;  Proxies  10;  Total  71 ;  Majo- 
rity 54. 

After  a  long  debate*  thereapon,  the 

^00  was  pot.  Whether  the  said  BiD 
be  committed?    It  was  leaolved  ia 

tbeainnadfe. 

"  Dinentient, 

1*  '*  Because,  as  this  House  has  in  this 
*BM,  by  several  resoluticms,  most  so> 
^ystterted  and  declared,  first,  <  That 
^  Kioff's  Majesty,  bv  and  with  the  ad- 
Vict  and  consent  <rf  ue  Lords  spiritual 
^  tODporal,  and  Commons  or  Great 
^ritaioy  in  parliament  assembled,  had, 
'^i  i&d  of  right  ought  to  have,  full 
jwer  and  authority  to  make  laws  and 

*  Spsskcrs  on  the  sscood  readiag. 

4f  mut  tke  BOi.  Far  the  BUL 

1*  Ewl  of  Cof  entry,  t.  D.  of  Newcastle. 
y  Eiri  of  Siodwicb.  4.  Doke  of  Orsftoo. 
i-  Evl  of  Hslilsz.  6.  D.  of  Ricbmood. 
9- Lord  Bototoort.  7.  Earl  Ponlet. 

10  Eari  of  Soifoik.         8.  Earl  of  Pomfret 

11  Lord  LyttiltOB.  11.  Lord  Cbsoeellor. 
li  Lord  IbosOsM.  13.  Eari  of  Sbelbome. 
^  Viic.  TswBsbcad.  15.  Lord  Camdao. 
l^EirlTemle. 

IS-DokoofBcdibid. 

Tho  ipcteiMs  of  these  BoMe  iMdi  hafe  ael 
*•«&  ao  J  whcss  fnssrred. 


statutes  of  sufficient  force  and  vdidity  to 
bind  tbe*colonies  and  people  of  America, 
subjects  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  in 
all  caaes  whatsoerer/  Secondly,  <  That 
tumults  and  insurrections  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous nature  have  been  raised  and  car- 
ried on  in  several  of  the  North  American 
colonies,  in  open  defiance  of  the  power  and 
dignity  of  his  Majesty's  government,  and 
in  manifest  violation  of  the  laws  and  lesis* 
lative  authority  of  this  kingdom.'    Thirdly, 

*  That  the  said  tumults  and  insurrections 
have  been  encouraged  and  inflamed,  by 
sundfy  votes  and  resolutions  passed  in  se« 
veral  of  the  assemblies  of  tne  said  pro- 
vinces, derogatory  to  the  honour  of  his 
Majesty's  government,  and  destructive  of 
the  leffBl  and  constitutional  dependency  of 
the  said  colonies,  on  the  imperial  crown 
and  parliament  of  Great  Britain.'  Which 
resolutions  were  founded  on  a  full  exami- 
nation of  the  pAP^ra  on  our  table  mani« 
festing  a  denial  of  the  legislative  authority 
of  the  crown  and'parliament  of  Great  Bn* 
tain,  to  impose  outies  and  taxes  on  our 
North  American  colonies ;  and  a  criminal 
resistance  there  made  to  the  execution  of 
the  commarcial  and  other  regulationa  of 
the  Stamp  Act,  and  of  other  acts  of  par- 
liament: we  are  of  opbion,  that  the  total 
repealmj;  of  that  law,  especially  white 
such  resistance  contmues,  would  (as  Go- 
vernor Bamarde  says  is  their  intention) 

*  make  the  authority  of  Great  Britain  con* 
temptiUe  hereafter ;'  and  Uiat  such  a  sub* 
mimon  o{  King,  Lords,  and  Commons* 
under  such  circumstances,  in  so  stranget 
and  unheard-of  a  contest,  would,  in  effect, 
surrender  their  ancient,  unalienable  rights 
of  supreme  iurisdiction,  and  give  them  ex- 
clusively to  tJiesubordinate  provincial  legis- 
latures established  by  prerogative;  which 
was  never  intended  or  thought  of,  and  is 
not  in  the  power  of  prerogative  to  bestow ; 
as  they  are  inseparable  from  the  three  es- 
tates of  the  realm  assembled  in  parliament. 

&  <*  Because  the  law,  which  this  Bill  now 
proposes  to  repeal,  was  passed  in  the  other 
House  with  very  little  opposition,  and  in 
this  without  one  dissentient  voice,  during 
the  last  session  of  parliament,  which  we 
presume,  if  it  had  been  wholly  and  funda- 
mentally wrong,  could  not  possibly  have 
happened;  as  Uie  matter  of  it  is  so  mipor- 
tant,  mid  as  the  intention  of  bringing  it  in 
had  been  communicated  to  the  Commons 
by  the  first  commissioner  of  the  treasury 
the  year  before ;  and  a  resolution,  relau 
ing  and  preparatory  to  it,  was  then  agreed 
t9  in  that  Houae  without  any  division* 
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•  S.  *<  Because^  if  any  partieular  jNurts  of 
that  law,  the  principle  pf  whioh  has  been 
esrperieDced  and  submitted  to*  in  this  eeuft- 
tiy,  without  repining,  for  near  a  eentnry 
pasty  had  been  found  Kable  to  iust  sm 
reasonable  objections,  thev  might  hate 
been  altered  by  a  Bill  to  explain  and  amend 
it,  without  repealing  the  whole :  and  if 
any  such  BiH  had  F)een  sent  to  as  by  the 
Commons,  we  should  have  thought  it  our 
duty  to  have  given  it  a  most  serioos  con- 
sideration, with  a  warm  desire  of  relieving 
our  countrymen  in  America  from  any 
grievance  or  hardslnp;  but  with,  proper 
care  to  enforce  their  submission  and  obe* 
dienee  to  the  kw  so  amended,  and  to  the 
whole  legislative  authority  of  Great  Bri>» 
tain,  without  any  reserve  or  disdadion 
wtkatsoever. 

4*  *<  Because  it  appeara  to  us,  that  a 
most  essential  branch  or  that  authority,  the 
power  of  taxation,  cannot  be  properiy, 
equitably,  or  impartially  exercised,  if  it 
dees  Aot  exteml  itself  to  all  the  members  e# 
the  state  j  in  proportion  to 'their  respective 
abilities,  but  suflbrs  a  part  to  be  exempt 
from  a  due  share  of  those  burdens  which 
the  public  exigencies  require  to  be  'tttt^ 
posed  upon  the  whole :  a  partiidity  which 
IS  directly  and  maniiestly  repugnant  totbe 
trust  reposed  by  the  people  in  every  legis* 
bture,*  and  destructive  of  that  confidence 
on  which  all  government  fa  founded. 

5.  '*  Because  the  ability  of  our  NorA- 
American  colonies  to  bear,  without  incoo- 
leniency,  the  proportion  laid  on  them  by 
•the  Stamp  Act  or  last  year,  appears  to  us 
most  unquestionable,  for  the  fwowing  rea- 
sons: First,  that  the  estimated  produce  of 
tins  lax,  amounting  to  60,000f.  per  annum, 
if  divided  amongst  1 ,2(K>,O0Opeople,  (being 
little  more  than  one  half  of  me  subjects  of 
Ae-  crown  in  North  America),  would  be 
only  one  shilling  per  head  a  year;  which 
is  but  a  third  of  the  wages  asoally 
paid  to  every  labourer  or  manufiicturer 
there  for  one  day's  labour :  secondly,  that 
it  appears,  by  the  accounts  that  have  been 
kid  before  this  House  from  the  commis- 
sioners of  trade  and  plantations^  that  of  the 
debt  contracted  by  those  colonies  in  the 
h»t  war,  above  1,755,000/.  has  already  been 
discharged,  during  the  course  of  three 
years  only,  by  the  funds  prorided  for  that 
purpose  in  the  several  provinces ;  and  the 
much  greater  part  of  the  remainiog  incum- 
brance, which  in  the  whole  n  about 
760,000/.,  will  be^  paid  in  two  yean  more* 
tVe  must  liktwise  observe,  that  the  boun- 
ties attd  adranti^es  given  te^thwi  by  par« 


liamesit  ia  176^  and  17M,  and  Hie  dutiei 
thereby  lest  to  Ofoat  Britma  for  ibeir  ser- 
vke,  and,  ia  oMkr  to  enable  thiuibeneie 
easdy  to  pay  this  lax,  must  neoesMrily 
amoQBt,  in  a  Urn  j^tMt  Kyaftur  greater 
sum  than  the  produce  thereof.  It  is  slss 
erident,  that  such  produce  beine  wholly 
appropriated  to  Uie  ^ymant  of  meanny 
mamtBined  by  this  knedomia  ourcolsaist, 
at  the  vast  expence  ef  alnoit  m  sbKog  in 
the  pound  land  tax,  aaavailf  rsMtSsi  ky 
us  for  their  special  dsfonce  andpnitectUD; 
not  only  no  meoey  woahl  hasa  been  actoi* 
ally  drawn  Iqf  it  out  of  that  coilty,  bat 
the  one  given  by  it  to  the  peopir  at  Gssst 
Britain,  w4ui  are  labooffiaf  andbr  sArist 
c^saveoty  miikaBs^  cantraMd  by  UM»ts 
sopport  a  very  deny  roap  w»v  taaered  inii 
for  the  interest  and  sacurily  of  thoss  os* 
lonies,  waokd  kaire  ledaunded  to  the  b»^ 
nefit  of  tlw  cokniea  themsakeain  their 
own  immediate  safety,  by  ountiib«liBg  Is 
deiker  them  freas  the  necessary  SBBsaoi 
which  many  of  tkam  hania  hitbssts  aksys 
borne,  in  guarding  their  frontiers  agMsst 
the  savage  Indians. 

6.  **  Because  not  only  tfte  risht,  but  ths 
expediency  and  necessity  of  tne  su^me 
legislature's  exerting  its  authority  to  lafya 
general  tax  on  our  American  coloniei, 
whenever  the  wants  of  the  public  make  if 
fiatibg  and  reasonableihat  stttboproaiacei 
sl»un  ooatribsM»,  in  a  proper  ptupaiilisitj 
t»  the  defonea  of  ^hd  whose,  appear  toss 
undeniable,  from  these  oouioenaisfli: 
First,  that  every  province  being  separste 
and  independent  on  the'otbers,  and  having 
no  conraion  council  impowwcd  bj  the 
constitution  of  the  colonies  tb  act  for  all, 
or  bind  all,  such  a*  fax  cattioe  regularly,  or 
wrdiout  infinite  diflleuky,  beimfrasedupoif 
them,  at  any  time,  even  for  their  immematt 
defonce  or  protectioti,  by  their  own  pro^ 
vincial  assemblies ;  but  requires  the  inters 
vention  and*  superintending  power  of  th^ 
parliament  of  Great  Britain:  Secon^ 
that  in  looking  forwards  to'  the  possiUe 
contingency  of  a  new  war,  a  contSngencyi 
perhaps,  not  far  remote,  the  prospsct  of 
the  burdens^  which  the  gentry  and  people 
of  this  kingdom  must  then  sustain,  in  add' 
tron  to  those  which  now  lie  so  heavy  upon 
them,  is  so  melancholy  and  dreadful,  thai 
we  cannot  but  feel  it  a  niiost  indispeoseblt 
duty  to  ease  them  as  much  as  ig  possible^ 
by  a  due  and  moderata  aaastion  of  thai 
great  right  which  the  constitution  of  tliii 
realm  has  vested  in  thepaiUament,  to  prs* 
vide  for  tJfe  safety  of  all^  by  arprsporttim* 
able  charge  upon  sli>  ^Hfm^  aad  iadifr 
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iHdy  IiML    We  HkewMe  appreheeid^  tllat 
%yiuA  e«eHi|itHm  cf  our  cokmie*  from 
meUMne  aC  tilii  nghl,  by  the  Briiieli 
Itgyaiwci^  «rettl^  be  trought  se  invidious, 
ari  #6  Qi^nt  ^Ife  olber  Mbjectfl  of  the 
emm  of  Great  Ehilain,  as  ta  alienate  Ihe 
ietfta  of  dtaoe  from  Hkeir  conntrynen  fe- 
nUng  in  Anevtca^  to-  the  gfeat  oettrinient 
of  dioltttery  who  have  on  ftony  occarions 
lecuitu,  wbA  Bsajr  again  wane,  assistaBcef 
ftfiuAtifttteucwaiwMPmlh  of  their  aflbctioov 
7*  **  Maaae  the  reasons  assigned  in 
the  puhhe  reaolotleiis  ef  the  profinciai 
mmmiSm^  'm  the  NeMh  Anencsfnr  eolo>> 
mm,  Ibrsheir  tfsebeying  ifhe  Stamp  Act, 
via  *  Tllet  thej^  are  not  renres^nted  in 
liiisBifcimm  or  Great  Britam^"  extends 
araa  osier  ives  of  what  ntiture  soever, 
ffitth  tlkt  pas'tianmiit  hasenacted,  or  shall 
caatty  t^  Ma9  tbeaif  in  tines  to  eonie,  and 
BMBt  (if  adotfitCed)  set  them  i^olately 
free  fiea»  any  obmenoetis  the  power  of 
lie  9MA  legMaaara    We  likewise  ob- 
serve, tiaC  10  a  ^Ifer  te  Bfr.  Secretary 
Conway,  dated  l^lSKli  of  October,  1765, 
die  coBSioeM^er  in  chief  of  his  Bffejesty's 
Ibieea  kip  IVoMll  America  has  dechired  his 
opinioo,  '  That  the  question  ia  not  of  the 
inexpediency  of  the  Stamp  Act,  or  of  the 
Iwhitity  of  tfteeotenies  to  pay  the  fta,  ^ut 
that  is  hr  nnconstitntilsnai,  and  contrary  to* 
tbetr  f%it9^  sepporting  the  independency 
of  ther  pra^iaees,  and  not  subject  tty  the 
fcgiilafiwe  power  of  Great  Bfitatn/    It  is, 
rev,  alfcintd,  in  e  letter  tellfr.  €bn^ 
',  diied  the  Ttfi  of  November,  •  Tint 
people  in  gieneral  are  averse  tor  taxes 
of  any  llbdf ;  and^  that  Iho'  merdtants  of 
tias  uhm.  thini:  they  Rave  a  sigHtto  every 
hecJoite  of  trade  whfeh  the  subjects  of 
Ctaaa  Mtaih^  wow  enjoy.?    Thia  opinion* 
«ff  theanratriies  directly  at  ete  Act  of  Navi- 
giBQa^  mid'  other  snbaequent  laws,  which 
'am  mae  tto*  Cmie  have  been'  made  on  the 
vve  petiey  of  that  Act ;  and  should  they 
ever  beeneouraged  to*nrocnfe  ibr  them- 
ithtMiibnt  absolute  fi-eeooim  of  trade  which 
they  appear  to  dcsrre,  our  phmtflCfibna 
voold  become  not  only  of  ne  ifenefit,  botf 
is  the  highest  degree  ymudfciaf  tO"  Ifie 
camoeree  and*  welftne  of  *  tbek*  mother 
country:    nor  is  it  easy  to  conceive  a* 
greater  encouragement  Inan  the  repealing 
sf  »lair,,Of>poaad  by  tfaom  ontsuah  priiici- 
nksL  <M*<t  with,  9Q  fiHiffh  contempt  of  the- 
sovereignly  of  the  British  legislatfare> 

8i  '^Branise  the  appeasanceof  weak- 
oamiaBd  tiasidity  ia  the  gDaavmnent  and 
parliament  of  this  kingdom,  adtich  e  een« 
cessioC  of  this  nature  may  eae  probably 


carry  with  it,  hai  «  maalftiBt  eeifAency  to 
draw  OB  farther  insultk,  aod^  by  lessenm^ 
the  lespect  of  aU  his  Majesty's  sabjects  tar 
the  dignity  of  his  on^tti,  and  aulhority  of 
hia  laws^  throw  the  whole  BriiMi  empinr 
into  a  ttnserable  state  of  oetffiision  and 
anarohy,  with  which  it  seems,  by  manj^ 
syrootoms,  to  be  dangeronsly  threatenedi 
And  this  is  the  more  to  be  feared,  as  die 
plee  ot  our  Nordi  Ameriean  oolonies,  thaty 
not  being  represented  far  the  parliament  of 
€>reBt  Britahi,  they  ooght  not  to  nay  taxea 
imposed  or  levied  anon  them  by  tne  eufho*> 
rity  tbereof,  may,  oy  the  same  reasoning, 
be  extended  So  sM  persons  in  this  isloniv 
who  do  not  acteaily  vote  for  members  ^ 
pseliameiM ;  nor  can  wo  he^  ipprehond-' 
ing,  that  the  opinion  of  some  coontemmoe 
b^g  gfiven  to  sncb  notiona  by  the  1^^ 
kfore  itself,  m  eanaenting  to  this  §31 
for  the  reperi  of  the  Stamp  Act,  may 
matFy  promote  the  conSagion  of  a  most 
dangerous  doctriifie,  destructive  to  all  gQ»> 
vermnent,  which  has  spread  iatelf  over  all 
oar  NoMk  AmeHcan  ebonies,  that  Ae 
ohedfience  of  the*  stibject  ia  not  due  to  the 
laws  aed  kgMatiwe  of  die  reidm,  Aurther 
than  he,  in  his*  private  judp^mont,  shaB 
think  ll  eonhwmable  ce  the  ideas  he  haa 
wnwcd  of  a  n'ee  eaaatittttion* 

%  *'  Bieeanse  we  think  it  ne  eAetmd 
gnard)  or  seenHty,  against  tlua  danger, 
niat  the  parliament  has  d^lared^  in  the 
reseiotioae  of  bedi  Booses  passed  during 
this  session,  and  now  reduced  intaa*  Bin, 
iM  soclv  notiona  are  iH  fbunded;  aa  ihen 
w^sJwayelook  more  to  dfeedi  than  words, 
and  may  tierefcie'  inaline  i^  behete  that 
Ae  insuiieefiune  hr  oer  dmhniesv  eeeited 
by  those  nodons,  ha^ng  se^  Ihr  proved 
seeeessiui  sa  to  attaht  the  tsry  poins  at 
whieh  they  aiaMsd,  the  immeoate  reneid 
af  the  Stamp  Aet,  whhoot  any  ^revioei 
submission  on  the  part  of  the  cofenies;  the 
legislatiirehas,  in-lhet,  submittisd  lb  them, 
amf  has-  onty  mortf  arievenirfy  injured-  its 
owe  dignity  and  aumority  by  ^rltadiy  aa^ 
serting  that  right  which  is  silbstantially 
yieldbup  to  their  oppesitioni  The  reaw 
sons  assigned  lor  thia  concession  nendef  ilf 
stilt  more  nforming,  ae  thby  arise  from  an 
.  iUtegal  and  hostile  combination  of  the  peo^ 
pib  «f  Americe  to  distress  and  sSarve  our 
amnnihcturers,  and  tb  with^iold  A<enr  onr 
merchants-  rtie  payment  of  theil'  jastf  debtUr 
the  former  of  which  measures  hae  only 
been  practised  in  opcarwar  be^reen  tww 
states,  and  the  hitter,  we  befieve,  not  even 
ill  that  situation,  either  by  the  pubKc,  or 
by  iadttidhris,  ammig  the  ei^^^aatiiM 
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of  Europe  in  modem  timee.  If  this  un* 
precedented  plan  of  intimidation  shall  meet 
with  success,  it  is  ea^  to  foresee  that  Uie 
practice  of  it,  for  other  and  still  greater 
objects,  will  frequently  be  renewed,  and 
our  manufacturers  and  merchants  reduced 
to  the  like,  and  more  permanent  distress: 
we  cannot,  therefore,  but  wish,  that  some 
more  eligible  method,  consistent  with  their, 
future  sfiuety,  and  our  dignity,  had  been 
taken  by  parliament,  to  shew  our  tender 
concern  and  compassion  for  their  suffer* 
ings,  and  to  discourage  any  other  such  un- 
warrantable attempts ;  which,  we  are  fully 
persuaded,  would  have  been  very  practi- 
cable, with  due  care  and  attention,  and  at 
an  expence  very  mferior  to  the  importance 
of  the  object. 

Lastly,  ^*  Becauseweare  convinced,  from 
Ae  unanimous  testimony  of  the  governors, 
and  other  officers  of  the  crown  in  America, 
that  if,  by  a  most  unhappv  delay  and  neg- 
lect to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of 
the  law,  and  arm  the  government  there 
with  proper  orders  and  powers,  repeatedly 
callea  for  in  vain,  these  disturbances  had 
not  been  continued  and  increased,  they 
miffht  easily  have  been  ouieted  before  they 
had  attained  to  any  aangerous  height; 
and  we  cannot,  without  feeling  the  most 
lively  sense  of  grief  and  indignation,  hear 
arguments,  drawn  from  the  progress  of 
evds  which  should  and  might  have  been 
•topped  in  their  first  and  feeble  beginninjgs, 
usea  for  the  still  ereater  evil  of  sacriEcing 
to  a  present  relief  the  highest  permanent 
interests,  and  the  whole  majesl^,  power, 
and  reputation  of  government,  lliis  d^- 
flicts  us  the  qunre  deeply,  because  it  ap- 
pears>  from  many  letters,  that  this  law,  if 
properly  supported  by  government,  would, 
firom  the  peculiar  circumstances  attending 
the  disobedience  to  it,  execute  itself 
without  bloodshed*    And  it  is  said,  in  one 


ef  the  letters  to  Mr.  Secretary  Conway, 
*  That  the  principal  view  is  to  intimidate 
the  parlianient ;  but  that  if  it  be  thought 
pnioent  to  enforce  their  authority,  the 
I>cople  dare  not  oppose  a  vigorous  resolu- 
tion of  the  parliament  of  Ureat  Britain.' 
That  vigorous  resolution  has  not  yet  been 
found  in  the  parliament ;  and  we  sreatly 
fear,  that  the  want  of  it  will  certainly  pro-  1 
duce  one  of  these  two  fiital  consequences; 
either  that  the  repeal  of  this  law  will,  in 
eftct,  annul  and  abrogate  ail  other  laws 
and  statutes  relating  to  our  colonies,  and, 
particularly,  the  acts  that  restrain  or  limit 
theur  commerce,  of  which  they  are  most 
impatieat ;  or,  if  we  should  hereafter  at- 


tempt to  enforce  the  execution  of  those 
laws  a^nst  th^ir  wiO,  and  by  virtue  of  an 
andionty  which  they  have  dared  to  insult 
with  impunity  and  success,  that  endeavour 
will  bring  upon  u»  all  those  evils  and  in. 
conveniences,  to  the  fear  of  which  we  nov 
sacrifice  the  sovereignty  of  the  realm,  and 
this  at  a  time  when  the  strength  of  our  co- 
lonies, as  well  as  their  desire  of  a  total  in* 
dependence  on  the  legislature  and  govern- 
ment of  their  mother  country,  maybe 
greatly  augmented ;  and  when  the  circum* 
stances  and   dispositions  of    the  other 
powers  of  Europe  may  render  the  contest 
nir  more  dangerous  and  formidable  to  thii 
Vmgiioiai^'^(  Signed)  Bedford,  Coventrj, 
Bridgewater,    Tjcmple,    Bucking* 
ham,  Wentworth,  Sandwich,  B^ 
ingbroke,  Marlborough,  W.  Glou« 
cester,  Ker,  Leigh,  Bangor,  Wal* 
degrave,  Aylesford^  Gower,  Wey- 
mouth, Scarsdale,  Lyttelton,  Dunk 
Hallifax,  Eslington,    Suffc^  and 
Berkshire,  Abercom,  Vere,  Tre- 
vor,    Thomas    Bristol,.    Ferren, 
Grosvenor,    Townshend,    Dudley 
and  Ward,  Charles  Carlisle,  Poiris» 
Hyde." 

Protest  against  passing  the  BUI  to  repeal 
the  American  Stamp  Act.^  March  17* 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill  enUtled,  <  An  Act 
to  repeal  an  Act  made  in  the  last  session  of 
parliament,'  entitled,  *  An  Act  for  mnU 
mg  and  applying  certain  Stamp  duties> 
and  other  duties  in  the  British  cdomei 
and  plantations  in  America,  towards  &r- 
ther  defraying  the  expenoes  of  defending^ 
protecting,  and  securme  the  same,  and  for 
amending  such  parts  ofthe  several  acts  of 
parliament  relating  to  the  trade  and  reve- 
nues ofthe  said  colonies  and  plantations* 
as  direct  the  manner  of  determining  and 
recovering  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
therein  mentioned.'  Then  Uie  said  Bill 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  it  being  pro* 
posed  to  pass  the  Bill,  the  same  was  ob* 
jected  to.  Alter  some  debate  thereupon, 
the  Question  was  put.  Whether  the  said 
Bill  snail  pass?  It  was  resolv^in  the  af* 
firmative.* 

^  Dissentient. 
1.  ^  Because  we  think  that  the  Decla- 

*  Speakers  on  the  third  readiDg. 

Against  the  Bepeal.  For  the  lUpeal 

1.  Loffd  Lyttekoo.  4^  Dokeof  Newcsslle. 
9;  Bail  of^ote. 
3.  Earl  Qowcr. 
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monr  Billy  wepaased  lastweek^  cannol 
ponff  obriale  the  growing  nmchieftin 
kaeaoL^  where  it  may  weni  calculated 
«bIj  to  deoeire  the  people  of  (heat  Bri- 
iDBy  by  hddiDg  fortn  a  ddoaiTeaod  nuga- 
tory afinnance  of  the  legislative  right  of 
(fail  kingdoniy  whilst  the  enacting  part  of 
it  does  no  more  than  abrogate  the  resolu- 
tions of  tfae  House  of  representatiTCs  in 
the  Kdth  American  coloniesy  which  have 
aot  in  themsdvea  the  least  colour  of  au- 
thor!^ ;  and  declares  that,  whidi  is  appa- 
rently mA  certainly  criminal,  only  null 
andvaJd^ 

&  "  Becanae  the  particular  objections 
wincb  Ittve  been  nuide  to  the  Stamp  Act 
m  North  America,  and  which  have  been 
jdopted  in  the  course  of  the  debates  upon 
tlrii  BiQ  for  repealin^r  it,  are,  in   fact, 
cootnidicted  by  undeniable  evidence  upon ' 
oar  table :  it  having  been  urged,  first,  that 
all  the  money  to  be  collected  by  this  tax 
was  to  be  annually  remitted  hither,  and  that 
the  North  American  colonieswouldthereby 
be  drained  of  all  their  specie:  and,  se* 
oondly,  that  the  institution  of  vice-admi- 
ralty Gootts  in  those  colonies,  for  the  re- 
covery of  penalties  upon  revenue   laws 
without  Juries,  is  a  novel  practice,   by 
means  of  which  his  Majesty's  subjects,  in 
those  dominions,  *  would  be  deprived  of 
one  of  their  toost  valuable  liberties,  trials 
by  juries,  and  in  this  respect  distinguished 
mni  their  fellow  subjects  in  Great  Bri- 
tain ;'  and  would  likewise  be  liable  to  the 
greatest  inconvenience,  vexation,  and  in- 
jmtice^  through  the  option   left  to  any 
prosecntor  to  call  them  from  one  end  of 
that  extensive  continent  to  the  other;  and 
throu^  the  temptation  to  the  judge,  to 
coodeom  rather  than  to  acquit,  from  his 
boB^  paid  by  poundage  of  the  condemna- 
^  asoney :    whereas,  with  regard  to  the 
antof  theae  objections,  it  appears,  by  the 
miniiteof  the  late  bimrd  of-treasury  laid  be- 
fore this  House,  and  dated  on  the  9th  day 
<)f  July  last,  that  the  fullest  directions  had 
been  sent  to  the  several  officers  of  the  re- 
venue, '  that  in  order  to  obviate  the  incon- 
venience of  bringing  into  this  kingdom  the 
money  to  be  raued  by  the  Stamp  duties, 
kQ  Uie  produoe  of  Uie  American  duties 
irisingor  to  arise,  by  virtue  of  any  British 
set  of  parliament,   shoidd   from  time  to 
tiaie,  be  paid  to  the  deputy  paymaster  in 
Amorica,  to  defray  the  subsistence  of  the 
tioopa,  and  any  military  expences  incurred 
io  the  colonies:*   and,  with  N^^vnd  to  the 
second   objection,  it  is  manaest,   from 
sundry  ads  of  iKjirliaaieot,  that  a  jurisdic- 


tion haa  been  assigned  to  the  judges  of 
those  courts,  for  the  recovery  of  penalties 
upon  the  laws  of  revenue,  and  of  trade, 
without  juries,  for  near  a  century  past, 
from  the  consideration  (as  we  apprehend) 
that,  in  some  of  the  colonies,  they  are  the 
onlv  judges  not  dected  by  the  people : 
ana  so  far  it  is  from  being  true,  tnat  the 
subjects  in  North  America,  by  being  de« 
prived,  in  these  cases,  of  trials  by  juries, 
were,  in  that  respect,  distinguishea  from 
ther  fellow  subjects  in  Great  Britain;  that^ 
in  this  verv  instance  of  the  Stamp  duties, 
the  penalties,  which  by  the  American 
Stamp  Act  were  made  recoverable  wiUiout 
a  jury  before  a  judge  of  the  Vice  Admi- 
ralty court,  are,  by  the  laws  now  in  force 
for  collecting  the  Stamp  duties  in  Oreat 
Britain,  recoverable  also  without  a  jury, 
before  two  justices  of  the  peace,  with  the 
like  powers  in  both  cases,  which  we  earn* 
estly  wish  were  not  still  more  necessary 
for  the'  collection  of  the  public  revenue  ia 
America  than  in  Great  Britain ;  and  which 
we  should  be  roost  desirous,  if  possible,  to 
alleviate  in  both  coutatries.  Widi  this 
view,  and  to  take  away  all  just  occasion 
for  discontent,  we  were  very  glad  to  find^ 
bjr  the  Representation  from  the  late  com- 
missioners of  the  treasury  to  his  Majesty 
in  council,  dated  on  the  4th  of  July  last, 
that  the  strictest  attention  had  been  given 
by  that  board,  to  prevent  the  inconvenis 
ence  and  injustice  above-mentioned,  by  a 
plan  to  establish  three  different  courts  of 
Vice  Admiralty  at  the  most  convenient 
places,  with  proper  districts  annexed  to 
each ;  and  to  give  the  judges  sufficient  and 
honourable  safiuries  in  lieu  of  all  pounfiaffe 
and  fees  whatsoever*  But  we  cannot  co- 
serve,  without  the  highest  concern  and 
surprise,  that  this  representation,  founded 
upon  a  clause  inserted  in  the  Stamp  Act 
for  this  very  purpose,  and  expressly  calcu- 
lated to  relieve  his  Majesty  s  subjects  in 
North  America  from  many  imn^cemir 
hardships  and  oppressions,  to  which  thejr 
are  now  liable  by  many  other  laws,  stiU 
subsisting,  should  be  totally  disregarded 
for  several  montbs,andbe  suffered  to  remain 
unexecuted  in  every  part  of  it,  even  to  this 
day ;  and  that  no  notice  whatever  should 
be  taken,  in  any  of  the  dispatches  from  the 
present  admmistration  to  the  governors 
of  the  colonies  in  North  America,  of  the 
timely  care  which  had  been  employed  to 
obviate  the  objections  raised  on  both  these 
heads ;  especially  as  it  is  notorious,  tha^ 
the  measures  to  be  pursued,  in  conse^ 
queace  ef  that  ninuta  and  rqpresentatioiv 
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bad  been  fuHy  opened  and  amnived  in 
parlittneDt,  at  tbe  time  when  toe  Stamp 
Act  va»  proposed ;  and  as  the  total  neg* 
lect  of  it  naa  giren  occasion  to  great  da- 
mour  and  disgatigfaction  in  the  colonies. 
We  cannot  li^lp  fieurther  observing^  that  as 
the  Stamp  Aot  was  not  to  take  pkce  ttfl 
the  1st  of  November,  if  the  parliament  had 
been  called  early,  their  aeterminationsy 
either  for  enforcine  or  repealing  that  law, 
would,  probably,  have  delivered  the  mer- 
dwnts  and  manufacturers  here  from  all 
the  difficulties  and  distress  to  which  they 
have  been,  €or  so  many  months,  exposed  : 
nor  would  the  disorders  in  America, 
where  all  government  is  prostrate,  have 
risen  to  so  great  a  height,  or  taken  so  deep 
a  root. 

S.  **  Because  the  argument  which  has 
been  used  in  favour  of  this  Bill  of  repeal, 
that  the  experiment  of  the  Stamp  Act  has 
been  tried,  and  has  failed,  is  extremely  ill- 
founded,  as  it  manifestly  appears,  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  papers  laid  before  ns, 
that  if  this  experiment  had  been  properly 
tried  with  the  same  zeal  for  its  success 
with  which  it  was  first  proposed,  it  would 
not  have  failed  in  any  of  the  colonies :  and 
that  this  was  the  opinion  of  tbe  greater 
part  of  the  governors  in  North  America, 
and  of  many  of  the  most  intelligent  and 
respectable  persons  in  those  provinces,  for 
some  time  after  this  act  was  passed,  is  evi- 
dent, beyond  a  doubt,  from  the  letters  of 
the  former,  now  upon  our  table,  and  from 
the  latter  having  applied  for,  and  accepted 
the  oflBce  of  distributors  of  the  stamps  under 
that  act,  which  they  certainly  would  not 
have  done,  and  thereby  have  exposed 
their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the  violence  and 
outrages  which  they  have  since  undergone, 
if  they  had  then  thousht  the  success  of 
this  measure  in  any  degree  precarious : 
nor  have  we  heard  of  any  impracticability 
Itttending  this  law  in  Jamaica  and  Barfoa- 
does,  and  some  other  of  the  West  India 
Islands,  or  in  those  of  our  colonies  in 
North  America,  where  it  has  been  exe- 
cuted, 

4.  **  Because  a  precedent  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  lending  their  power, 
from  motWes  of  fear  or  impatience  under 
a  present  uneasiness,  to  overturn,  in  one 
month,  a  plan  of  measures  undertaken 
with  their  warmest  approbation  and  con- 
eurrence,  after  the  most  mature  delibera- 
lion  of  two  years  together  for  the  improve- 
Bient  of  our  revenue,  and  the  r^ef  of 
our  people,  will  eflectually  discourage  all 
•Scon  of  tb«  crown  in  Ajnerica  from 


dswng  their  diKy,  and  eaacating  tlielawsof 
this  Idngdom ;  and  is  enough  to  deter 
future  miaisten,  in  any  circuBstanoes  of 
distress  or  danger  to  their  country,  from 
of^posing  their  fortitude  and  zed  ^r  tbe 
service  of  the  public,  to  strong  combins- 
tions  of  private  and  particular  interests,  to 
the  clamour  of  multitodes,  or  the  aialice 
of  faction ;  which  must  necessarily  bring 
on  such  a  weakness  and  posiDaniouty  in 
the  administration  of  ffovemment,  as  will 
soon  end  in  the  downnll  and  run  of  the 
state. 

Lastly,  <*  Because  the  repeal  of  this  lav, 
under  the  present  ciroiMiistances,  will,  we 
fear,  not  only  surrender  the  honour  so4 
essential  interests  of  the  kingdom  now  and 
for  ever,  both  at  home  ai^  abroad,  but 
will  also  deeply  affect  the  ftmdamenCil 
principles  of  our  constitution :  for  if  we 
pass  this  Bill,  against  our  opinion,  ft'om  the 
threats  and  compulsion  publicly  avowed 
in  our  colonies,  and  enforced  by  the  moet 
unjustifiable  means  within  €rreat  Britain, 
we  disclaim  that  legislative  authority  over 
the  subject,  which  we  own  ourselves  una- 
ble to  maintain.  If  we  give  our  consent 
to  it  here,  without  a  full  conviction  that  it 
is  right,  merely  because  it  has  passed  the 
other  House,  by  declining  to  do  our  duty 
on  the  most  important  occasion  which  can 
ever  present  itself,  and  where  our  interpo- 
sition, for  many  obvious  reasons,  would  be 
peculiarly  proper,  we,  in  eSsct^  annihilate 
this  branch  of  the  legislatim,  and  vote 
ourselves  useless.  Or,  if  by  passing  thii 
Bill,  we  mean  to  justify  those  who  in  Ame* 
rica,  and  even  in  Great  Britain,  have 
treated  a  series  of  British  acts  of  parlia* 
ment  as  so  many  acts  of  granny  and  op* 
pressioB,  which  it  is  scarcely  criminal  to 
resist ;  or  those  officers  of  the  crown,  who, 
under  the  eye,  and  with  the  knowledge  of 
government,  have  taken  upon  themseWes, 
whilst  the  parliament  was  sitting,  without 
its  consent,  to  suspend  the  execution  of 
the  Stamp  Act,  byadmitting  ships  from  the 
colonies,  with  unstamped  dearanoes,  to 
an  entry,  in  direct  violation  of  it,  whioh 
from  the  papers  upon  our  table,  appears  to 
have  been  done ;  we  shaU  then  give  oar 
approbation  to  an  open  breaoh  of  the  fint 
article  of  that  great  palladiam  of  our  liber- 
ties, the  Bill  of  Rights ;  by  which  it  is  de- 
clared, <  that  the  pretended  powcv  of  sua* 
pending  of  laws,  or  Uie  ateeotion  of  laws, 
oy  regal  authority,  without  consent  of  p^f* 
liameht,  is  illegal/  Lastly,  If  we  ground 
our  proceedings  upon  the  opinion  of  tboM 
who  have  oonlenaed  in  lhi»  HouM^  tbH 
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&«D  the  constitution  of  our  colonies  they 
OQ^  never  to  be  taxed,  even  for  their 
ovD  immediate  defence,  we  fear  that  such 
a  ikdaratioD,  by  which  near  a  fifth  part  of 
fix  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  who  oy  the 
acts  of  parliament  to  restrain  the  pressing 
of  seamen   in  America  are  already  ex- 
empted from  furnishing  men  to  our  navy, 
are  to  be  for  ever  exempted  from  contri- 
buting their  share  towards  their  own  sup- 
port in  monev  likenrise,  will,  from  the  fla- 
grant partiaJi^  and  injustice  of  it,  either 
depopulate  this  kingdom,  or  shake  the 
basis  sf  e^iality,  and  of  that  original  com- 
pact upoD  which  every  society  is  founded: 
and  as  we  believe  that  there  is  no  instance 
ofsedi  a  permanent  exemption  of  so  large 
a  body  of  the  subjects  of  any  state,  in  any 
histgry^  ancient  or  modern,  we,  are  ex- 
tremely apprehensive  of  the  fatal  conse- 
quences of  this   unhappy,  measure ;    to 
vhich,  for  these  reasons,  in  addition  to' 
those  contained  in  the  Protest  of  the  11th 
of  this  month,  our  duty  to  the  King,  and 
justice  to  our  country,  oblige  us  to  enter 

this    our    solemn    dissent. f  Signed  J 

Temple,  Abercorn,  Marlborough, 
Sandwich,  Charles  Carlisle,  Wev- 
mouth,  Thomas  Bristol,  W. 
Gloucester,  Buckinghamshire,  R« 
Duresme,  Scarsdale,  J.  Bangor, 
Dudley  and  Ward,  Suffolk  and 
Berkshire,  Leigh,  Bridgewater, 
Gower,  Grosvenor,  Powis,"Trevor, 
Hyde,  Ker,  Lvttleton,  Essex,  Fer- 
rers, Aylesford,  Vere,  Eglingtoun." 

Sumnuiru  of  the  Debate  in  both  Houses 

on  the  Right  of  Taxing  America^  and  on  the 

Bid  to  repeal  the  American  Stamp  Act."} 

The  following  very  able  Summary  of  the 

I^^bates  in  both  Houses  on  the  American 

^)edaratory  Bill,  and  on  tlie  Bill  to  repeal 

the  American  Stamp  Act,  is  taken  from 

tbe  Annual  Register  for  the  year  1766  : 

Neither  the  arguments  nor  facts  con- 
tained in  the  Petitions  could  prevail  on 
the  party  who  had  resolved  on  the  sup- 
port of  the  Stamp  Act  at  all  events,  to 
remit  in  the  least  of  their  ardour. 

They  represented  the  petitions  as  the 
efl^cts  of  ministerial  artifice.  And  fhey 
argued,  even  if  the  distress  of  trade,  from 
a^ue  exertion  of  the  authority  of  parlia- 
ment, had  been  as  real  and  as  great  as  it 
was  represented ;  yet  it  were  better  to 
^broit  to  this  temporary  inconvenience, 
than,  by  a  repeal  of  the  Act,  to  hazard 
the  total  loss  of  the  just  superiority  of 
Great  Britain  over  her  colonies* 

[VOL.  X?l.] 
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Those  who  contended  for  the  repeal 
were  divided  in  opinion  as  to  the  right  of 
taxation;  the  more  numerous  body,  of 
whom  were  the  ministry,  insisted  that  the 
legislature  of  Great  Britain  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  tax  the  colonies;  but 
relied  on  the  inexpediency  of  the  present 
tax,  as  ill  adapted  to  the  condition  of  the 
colonies,  and  built  upon  principles  ruinoua 
to  the  trade  of  Great  Britain. 

Those  who  denied  the  right  of  taxa- 
tion, were  not  so  numerous;  but  they 
consisted  of  some  of  the  most  distinguished 
and  popular  names  in  the  kingdom,  amone 
whicn  was  that  of  a  noble  lord  at  the  heaa 
of  one  of  the  first  departments  of  the  law, 
who,  by  some  decisions  favourable  to  li- 
berty, stood  high  in  the  esteem  of  the  pub- 
lic; and  a  right  honourable  commoner^ 
who  had  long  enjoyed  the  most  unbounded 
opular  applause,  together  with  other 
ords  and  gentlemen  of  the  first  charac* 
ter. 

Though  the  urgency  of  the  matter  oc« 
casfoned  the  House  to  attend  to  it  with 
the  most  unwearied  application,  and 
twelve,  one,  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, were  become  common  hours  of  dining 
with  the  members,  so  late  it  frequently 
was  before  they  broke  up  from  the  public 
business ;  yet  the  nature  of  their  enqui- 
ries, the  number  of  petitions  they  re* 
ceived,  and  the  multitude  of  papers  and 
witnesses  they  had  to  examine,  occasioned 
a  delay  which  could  not  be  remedied. 
During  which  time  there  were  continual 
debates,  and  the  opposition  made  the  mdst 
strenuous  efforts  tor  enforcing  the  Stamp 
Act,  and  by  every  means  to  prevent  the 
repeal.  There  were  two  questions  arose 
in  the  course  of  this  debate,  upon  which 
the  whole  turned.  The  first  was,  whether 
the  legislature  of  Great  Britain  had  a  right 
of  taxation  over  the  colonies,  or  not  ?  The 
second  was  confined  to  the  expediency, 
or  inexpediency  of  the  late  laws.  We 
shall  give  some  of  the  arguments  that 
were  made  use  of  on  both  sides,  without 
presuming  to  give  any  opinion  of  our  own^ 
which  in  this  case  will  be  the  easier  ex- 
cused, as  it  has  already  been  decided  to 
general  satisfaction,  by  the  highest  autho- 
rity. 

AS  to  the  right  of  taxation,  thegentlemeJi 
who  opposed  it,  produced  many  learned 
authorities  from  Locke,  Selden,  Harring- 
ton, and  Puffendorf,  shewing,  *  that  the 
very  foundation  and  ultinlate  point  in 
view  of  all  government^  is  the  good  of 
the  society.' 
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tTiat  b^  going  up  to  Ma^a  Charta, 
find  referring  to  the  several  writs  upon  re- 
cord, issued  out  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
taxes  for  the  crown,  and  for  sending  re- 
presentatives to  parllaraehty  as  w^  as 
from  the  Bill  of  Rights,  it  appears  through- 
put the  whole  history  of  our  constitution, 
ihat  no  British  subject  can  be  taxed  but 
^  per  communem  consensum  parliament!,^ 
that  is  to  say,  of  himself,  or  his  own  re- 
presentative ;  and  this  is  that  first  and  ge- 
neral rigbt  a6  British  subjects,  with  which 
ihe  first  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  emi- 
grated: for  the  right  does  not  de|pend 
upon  their  charters:  the  cha|-ters  were 
but  the  exterior  modelling  of  Uie  consti- 
tution of  the  colonies ;  but  the  great  Inte- 
rior fundamental  of  .their  cbhstiiution  is 
ibis  e^neral  right  of  a  iBntish  'subject: 
ji^hicn  Is  tbe  very  first  pi^Ibqiple  of  British 
liberty, — Ko  man  shall  bis  tasted,  but  by 
limseir,  or  hy  his  representative. 


The  charters  of  the  colonies,  whic 
are  derived  froiti  )[)rer6gative,  ahd  are  i 
fact  only  sd  many  grdttra  from  the  crowt 
iire  not  the  only  rights  the  colonies  h&v 
to  being  represented  before  they  are  taxed 
they,  as  British  subjects,  take  up  the 
rights  and  liberties  from  an  higher  origi 
than  their  chaH&rs  Only.  They  tak6  thei 
up  flrom  the  s^me  origin  and  fountaii 
from  whedice  they  fib\^  to  atl  Englisfamei 
from  Magna  Charta,  and  the  natural  rigl 
of  th6  subject.  By  that  rule  of  right,  tU 
charters  of  the  colonies,  like  all  oth^ 
crown  grants,  ^re  td  be  rtetricted  and  ii 
terpreted,  for  the  benefit,  not  the  prei^ 
dice,  dt  die  subjects.  Had  the  first  inhj 
bfliiht^  of  the  colonies  renounced  all  coJ 
iiectidn  with  their  mother  country,  th^ 
might  hav^  rehoUbced  their  original  rtghl 
but  ii^h^n  tiiey  en^Igrate'd  under  the  aj 
^hority  6t  tihe  cn)<vn,  and  the  nationl 
lMbct{()n,  ih^y  Wetit  oiit  frdib  hence 


.  That  the  counties  palatine  of  Chester,  I  tee  halsard  of  thi&ir  lit^ea  tod  fortund 
purham,  and  Lancaster,  were  not  taxed  1  With  ^tl  the  first  gr^t  priy9(^ge5  of  Ed 
but  in  their  own  assemblfes  or  parliament;    lishinen  dn  their  backfi.    But  at  the  san 


parliai 
till,  aV  different  periods  in  our  history, 
they  were  melted  into  our  present  form 
df  parlfainentary  irepresentatioh.  Thai 
the  |bo,d7  of  the  clergjr,  till  very  ,lale, 
taxed  themselves^  and  granted  the  Kmg 
benevolences.  , 

That  IhQ  mar'ch^  of  Wi^les  had  a  right 
bf  taxing  themselves  till  thej[  sent  ihem- 
pers  of  parliament,  and  Frbih  this  circiim- 

E*  Eince  has  cohtlnued  the  ityle  of  the 
ng's  proclamations,  and  of  bur  acts  of 
parliament  to  this  day,  although  unne- 
pessafllVt  to  name  especially  the  pfincipa- 
Bty  of  WaUs,  and  the  town  of  Monmouth, 
is  Uiey  do  that  of  Berwick. 

That  nrany  peojple  carry  the  ideia  of  a 
jmrliament  too  Tar,  ih  *  supposing  a  parlia- 
ment can  do  every  thing ;  but  that  is  hot 
true,  and  if  It  were,  it  Is  nojt  right  cbhsti- 
k^tibnally  :  for  then  there  might  be  ah  'ar- 
bitrary power  in  a  parliament,  as  weU  as  in 
pne  man.— There  are^  many  things  a  par- 
uament  cannot  do.  It  cannot  make  itself 
|executive,  nor  di^ose  of  offices  that  be- 
long to  the  crown.  It  cannot  take  any 
inan's  property,  even  that  of  the  meanest 
cottager,  as  in  the  cases  of  inclosures, 
without  his  being  heard.  The  Lords 
cannot  reject  a  Money  bill  from  the  torn- 
mons,  nor  the  Commons  erect  theraselv^ 
ibto  a  court  of  justice.  The  parliament 
could  not  tax  the  clerey,  till  such  time  as 
they  weVe  represented  m jparliament*  Nor 
can  the  pajrliajaabnt  of  £n£^d  tax  Ire- 
land. 


tiM^  th^y  yvWb  not,  kHA  cbuld  not  \ 
6ouhd  by  p^nal  fa^s  6t  thht  'cbilntry,  froj 
\ht  dev^erity  bf  Mich  the^  lied  to  clunati 
rc^mot^  fr6tii  th^  heavy  hand  ofpowej 
tbd  ^hich  th6y  ho'i^efd  i6  find  more  mend 
tb  th^ir  ofinefples  Of  civil  &hd  rdigtous  ] 
tr^fty.  Ii  il  u^on  thi^  giround,  that  it  1^ 
been  unir^rlally  receWai  aft  law,  that  i 
actb  of  parii&ih^ht^  made  here,  and  pari 
jcularlv  th'bse  i^nlch  6nact  any  penalty,  tt 
bihdinc  upoh  the'colbhles,  Untessiheya 
specialTy  named. — The  inhidbitants  of  tl 
icolorti^s,  oiic6  rethb^M  fi-oofi  thd  domesi 
ie^ilshitibh  of  th6  thotber  bo^ntry,  are  I 
Vnorb  dejpehd^ht  upon  it  in  the  genei 
i^y^t^tb,  than  the  Isle  bf  man  Is,  or  thij 
fn  th6  feudal  s^steih  of  Europe,  khany  st| 
ordih'afie  j^nhcipatltles  are  dependent  | 
the  jdndoictloii  bf  the  seigneur  suzeral 
or  loi'd  paramount;  biit  owing  only^ 
ihit'ed  'bbedienc6. 

It  is  hot  meant  by  wh&t  hfts  been  saj 
to  affect  the  cajs'e  of  dny  extern^  dut 
laid  upon  their  ports^  or  Of  any  restrictid 
which  by  the  Act  of  Navigation,  or  oil 
acts,  are  laid  upon  their  commerce ;  i 
they  are  in  the  same  case,  as  all  otH 
colonies  belonging  to  the  rest  of  the  ma 
time  powers  in  Europe,  who  have  shut  \ 
their  colbnles  from  all  nntercourse  wi 
foreign  cpiintrles,  in  the  very  first  esti 
lishment.  What  Is  sj^oken  of  are  inter] 
taxes,  to  be  levied  on  the  body  of  t 

fjeople.    And  that,  before  they  can 
iable  to  these  mteraal  taxesi  thqr  n^< 
first  be  represented. 


Iter  (|Afr  f^gmnent^  were  mad^  uie 

5il^9a4f]i|^yiC9  v^e  brought  from  an- 

d^  \akigy  gf  fhe  conduct  qf  90ine  of 

%moit&j^u«iiepubUc|,  with  Vf^pect  to 

Has  cQlQnie^  ^  well  as  m  colopies  which 

outgrew  their  oootlier  coifntriee,  «uch  ^ 

Ctfth^  the  northern  emigrants,  ^c. 

Pieoede^Uwere  quoted  froin  yr^at  hapr 

pened  m  ^  Qmted  Netb^l^aclfi  an(] 

other  phoei,  vbjch  should  9erye  ^  ^  h^- 

paxk9  to  lam  v$  from  purauing  (luc)^  meil- 

lurea^^tn^t  aboH|  those  revplutions. 

TUfeinomeDtf  were  finawered  widi 

Eteatpoejr  reason,  ^d  knqwledge  of  the 

.  coDsgttfiqp,  frq)p  the  other  side-    Thej 

cdbsqfivJit  V^  necessary  to  cleaf  aw£|j 

£ra|t(|paa(istiQD»  all  that  mai^  of  djsser- 

taim  iM  learzuDg,  di^lfyp^^  in  ^'SM~ 

meatt  vhich  have  been  brpi^ht  from  spe- 

coladfe  o^,  who  have  written  upon  the 

auiyct  of  government.    That  the  refine- 

nesti  ypon  that  subject,  and  arguments 

of  mtpial  lawyers,  ^  Locke,  Selden,  Puf- 

fiawW,  and  pib©»|  are  1  jttl^  tp  i^he  PW- 

Ppse  ia  f  question  pf  poqstitutiqpal  l^w. 

Tbit  it  18  absurd  to  apply  r^cor^s  from 

the  eulievt  times  to  pur  pr^sept  cpnstitu- 

fica;  Kimise  the  constitution  is  pot  tl)e 

ssqe:  aodnfll)odj  knows  ivfiJit  it  was  at 

some  of  tlip  tipne^  that  are  quoted :  th^t 

liiere  are  thiogs  even  in  l^agn^  Chartfi 

which  ^  not  constitutional  now,  and  that 

those  r^orih  are  no  proofs  of  our  cqnsti- 

tutionasitnowis. 

The  constitution  pf  this  country  has 
bepo  alwm  in  a  moving  state,  eiUier 
gaiaiDg  or  losing  something :  por  was  the 
representation  of  the  Commons  pf  Great 
Bfitaio  formed  into  any  pertaJQ  system 
till  Henry  the  7th.  That  with  regfird  tp 
the  modes  of  taxation,  when  we  get  b^- 
vnd  the  reign  of  Edward  the  }st,  pr  king 
John,  we  are  all  in  doubt  and  obscurity. 
Hie  latorr  of  those  times  is  full  of  uncer- 
taiotio.  in  regard  to  the  writs  upon  rp- 
coid,  they  were  issued,  some  of  them  ac- 
GoidiDg  to  law ;  and  some  not  according 
to  law;  and  such  were  those  concerning 
tbip>money;  to  call  assemblies  to  taf 
themseiyes>  or  to  compel  benevolences. 
Other  ta^es  were  raisea  by  escuage,  fpes 
for  knighta  peprice,  and  other  meanp  aris-, 
iDg  frpm  tl)e  feudal  svptem.  Beneyolen- 
c»  are  coptrary  to  law,  and  it  is  well 
knowp  how  pepple  resisted  ^he  demands 
of  the  apwq  )p  the  case  of  ship-papuey, 

H  7^  PfPf^^M^  ^3  ^P  poprt.  ^n^ 
if aoy  apt  q|^  iffeo  fere  to  meet  nof,  tP 
lend  the  King  money,  it  would  t^  cqn- 

pfflUHBentt 
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Wfth  rqipect  to  the  marphe^  qf  Wfle^^ 
who  were  the  borderers  priyileged,  toif 
assisting  the  kiqe  in  his  wars  ^amst  thf 
Welchf  in  the  mountains ;  tneir  eqjqying 
this  privilege  of  ta^ipg  themselves,  w^ 
but  of  a  short  ^uratioq,  and  on)y  ((ui'id^  V^f 
life  pf  ^dwar^  the  Grj^t>  till  |he  prince  ^ 
\^ftles  came  \q  be  king :  an^  t^ep  thev 
Wpre  i^ine^ed  (q  the  crowp,  ^nd  becam^ 
gubjject  to  V^Hw  WVe  |hp  re^t  of  the  qqmj- 
nioqf  qf  England;  fpid  from  Ipence  <^mf 
the  custonq,  thoug|i  fi^qecc^ryj  of  qaijl? 
mff  nalef  find  tqe  tqwn  of  ^onmquth  ^) 
§ir  prpclanifttjons  fnd  in  f cU  of  pf r|i(|« 
ment.  Henry  the  8th  was  the  first  whf 
i^qed  i^rits  for  it,  to  r^urn  t^o  ippm« 
bers  to  parliament.  The  croifn  exercise^ 
the  r^ht  *  ad  libitum ;'  from  whencf;  arise| 
the  inequality  pf  represcnt^tiquy  in  qur 
constitution  of  this  dfiy :  |Ienrjj^  the  8t^ 
issued  a  writ  tp  C^s\\s  to  s^nd  onp  bqrge^l 
to  parli^fpent.  One  qf  the  couqties  pala? 
tipp  was  taxed  50  years  tq  subsidies  befbf^ 
(t  sept  ipembers  to  parliament. 

The  plergy  at  no  tjme  were  iinrepre- 
spnteq  in  garliamept.  Whpn  they  tWe4* 
themselv^  m  their  assemblies,  it  was  i(^^f 
with  the  conpqrrence  and  consent  of  p^rr 
Iiufient|  who  permitted  thpm  to  ta^  theojr 
selves  upoq  (heir  petition,  the  convocatiq^ 
sitting  at  t|ie  same  time  with  the  parliar 
ment ;  tney^  h^p  their  representatiYes  too, 
always  6ittin|p  in  the  Bopse  of  Lord^, 
bishops  and  abbots:  pqd  in  the  qthef 
House,  they  vferp  a^  no  time  without  a 
right  of  vptmg  singly  for  the  election  or 
members.  Sp  that  the  argument  fetched 
from  the  case  or  the  clprgy,  is  not  im  arr 
g\tment  of  any  force,  because  they  vfere 
at  no  tiqie  unrepresented. 

The  reaspning  about  (he  cplpniea  of 
Great  Britain,  drewn  from  the  cplonl^  of 
antiquity,  ia  a  mere  useless  displajT  ^ 
learning :  for  the  colonies  of  the  Tyrianp 
in  Africa,  and  of  the  Greeks  in  Asiii,  werp 
totally  (iifferent  from  pur  system-  ^P 
natiop  ^efore  ourselves  fprmed  any  rer 
gplar  system  of  colonization  but  the  Bo- 
m^s;  and  th^ir  system  was  a  niilitary 
one,  hy  sarrisons  puiced  in  the  principip 
tpwns  01  the  ponquered  provjpces*  But 
the  right  of  jurisdiction  of  the  mother 
couptry  over  her  poloni^  watf,  amPoe  tljp 
Kon^aps,  boundless  4n4  uqppptrofshlf. 
The  stpt^i  of  ^Iqlland  it  ere  not  colonies ; 
bu(  t{)ey  V^P  states  dependent  on  (hp 
House  pf  Austria,  in  a  (etjpal  dependence. 
Kothin|p  gpuld  be  more  dfferent  frpm  0%' 
cplonipf >  tnap  tW  sboc)^  of  mep  (af  |he^ 
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north,  and  poured  into  Europe.  Those 
emigrants  renounced  all  laws,  all  protec- 
tion, all  connection  with  their  mother 
countries.  They  chose  their  leaders  and 
inarched  under  their  banners,  to  seek  their 
fortunes  and  establish  new  kingdoms  upon 
the  ruins  of  the  Roman  empire ;  whereas 
pur  cblonles,  on  the  contrary,  emigrated 
under  the  sanction  of  the  crown  and  par- 
liament. They  were  modelled  gradually 
Into  their  present  forms,  respectively  by 
charters,  grants,  and  statutes:  but  they 
were  never  separated  from  the  mother 
country,  or  so  emancipated  as  to  become 

%    sui juris. 

There  ar6  several  sorts  of  colonies  in 
British  America;  the  charter  colonies, 
the  proprietary  governments,  and  the 
king^s  colonies!  The  first  Colonies  were 
the  charter  colonies,  such  as  the  Virginia 
company,  and  these  companies  had  among 
their  directors,  members  of  the  privy 
council,  and  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament; 
they  were  under  the  authority  of  the.privy 
council :  and  had  agents  residing  here 
responsible  for  their  proceedings.  So 
much  were  they  considered  as  belonging 
to  the  crown,  and  not  to  the  king  per- 
sonally, (for  there  is  a  great  difference, 
though  few  people  attend  to  it),  that  when 
the  two  Houses,  in  Charles  the  first's 
time,  were  going  to  pass  a  Bill  concern- 
ing the  colonies,  a  message  was  sent  to 
them  by  the  kin?,  that  they  were  the  king's 
colonies,  and  that  the  Bill  was  unneces- 
sary ;  for  that  the  privy  council  would 
take  order  about  them :  and  the  Bill  never 
had  the  royal  assent. 

The  commonwealth  parliament,  as  soon 

s  .as  it  was  settled,  were  very  early  jealous 
of  the  colonies,  separating  themselves 
from  them;  and  passed  a  resolution  or  act, 
(and  it  is  a  qoestion  whether  it  is  not  now 
in  force)  to  declare  and  establish  the  au- 
thoritv  of  England  over  her  colonies. 
'  But  if  there  was  no  express  law,  or  reason 
founded  upon  any  necessary  inference 
from  an  express  law,  yet  the  usage  alone 
would  be  sufficient  to  support  that  autho- 
rity, for  have  not  the  colonies  submit- 
ted, ever  since  their  first  establishment,  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  mother  country  ?  In 
all  questions  of  property,  the  appeals  of 
the  colonies  have  been  to  the  privy  coun- 
cil here :  and  such  causes  have  been  de- 
termined, not  by  the  law  of  the  colonies, 
but  by  the  law  of  England.  The  colo- 
nies have  been  obliged  to  recur  very  fre- 
quently to  the  jurisdiction  here,  to  settle 
the  disputes  among  their    owb  govern- 


ments. New  Hampshire  and  Connecticat 
have  been  in  blood  about  their  differences; 
Virginia  and  Maryland  were  in  arms 
agamst  each  other ;  this  shews  the  neces- 
sity of  one  superior  decisive  jurisdiction, 
to  which  fdl  subordinate  jurisdictions  may 
recur.  Nothing  could  be  more  fatal  to 
the  peace  of  &e  colonies  at  any  time, 
than  the  parliament  giving  up  its  autho> 
rity  over  them :  for  in  such  a  case  there 
must  be  an  entire  dissolution  of  govern* 
ment.  Considering  how  the  colonies  are 
composed,  it  is  easy  to  foresee,  that  there 
would  be  no  end  of  feuds  and  factions 
among  the  several  separate  governments, 
when  once  there  shall  be  no  one  govern- 
ment here  or  there,  of  sufficient  force  or 
authority  to  decide  their  mutual  difier- 
ences ;  and  government  being  dissolved, 
nothing  remains,  but  that  the  several  co- 
lonies must  either  change  their  constitu- 
tion, and  take  some  new  form  of  govern- 
ment, or  fall  under  some  foreign  power. 
At  present  the  several  forms  of  their  con- 
stitution are  very  various,  having  been 
produced,  as  all  governments  have  been 
originally,  by  accident  and  circumstances. 
The  forms  of  government  in  every  colony 
were  adapted  n'om  time  to  time  according 
to  the  size  of  the  colony,  and  so  have  been 
extended  again,  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
numbers  of  the  inhabitants,  and  their  com- 
mercial connections,^  outgrew  the  first 
model.  In  some  colonies,  at  first  there 
was  only  a  governor,  assisted  by  two  or 
three  council;  then  more  were  added: 
then  courts  of  justice  were  erected,  then 
assemblies  were  created. 

Some  things  were  done  by  instructions 
from  the  secretaries  of  state :  other  things 
were  done  by  order  of  the  king  and  coun- 
cil, and  other  things  by  commission  under 
the  great  seal.  It  is  observable  in  conse- 
quence of  these  establishments  frotn  time 
to  time,  and  the  dependency  of  these  go- 
vernments upon  the  supreme  legislature  at 
home,  that  the  lenity  of  each  government 
in  the  colonies  has  been  extreme  towards 
the  subject ;  but  if  all  these  governments 
which  are  now  independent  or  each  other, 
should  become  independent  of  the  mother 
country,  it  is  to  be  feared  the  inhabitants 
would  soon  find  to  their  cost  how  little 
they  were  aware  of  the  consequences. 
They  would  very  soon  feel,  in  that  case, 
the  hand  of  power  much  heavier  uoon 
them  in  their  own  governments,  than  they 
have  yet  done,  or  than  they  have  cfer 
imagined. 

As  the  constitutions  of  the  several  co- 


SO]]  on  the  Rigfa  of  Taxing  Amerka. 

\sm  wte  made  up  of  diftrent  principles, 
ID  thej  must  remain  dependent  {xxom 
tbe  oeoecnty  of  things  and  their  relations) 
QpoD  the  jurisdiction  of  the  mother  coun- 
bj,  or  they  must  be  totally  dismembered 
from  it    No  one  ever  thought  the  con- 
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a^,  tifl  tbe  trumpet  of  sedition  has  been 
y  blovn.    Acts  of  parliament  have 
been  made,  not  onl^  without  a  doubt  of 
their  fegafity,  but  with  universal  applause, 
tbe  great  b^ect  of  which  has  been  ulti- 
isat^  to  iiz  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  so 
as  to  come  in  the  bosom  of  that  country, 
from  wbace  they  took  their  origin.    The 
Navigilion  Acts  shut  up  their  commerce 
with  kniffk  countries.    Their  ports  have 
been  nsde  subject  to  customs  and  regula- 
tioai,  irhicfa  cramped  and  diminished  their 
\nde^  and  duties  nave  been  laid,  afiiscting 
the  veiy  inmost  parts  of  their  commerce, 
and  among  others,  that  of  the  post ;  yet 
all  these  have  been  submitted  to  peace- 
ably; and  no  one  ever  thought,  till  now, 
of  Uiis  doctrine,  that  the  colonies  are  not 
to  be  taxed,  regulated,  or  bound  by  par- 
liament    A    few  particular   merchants 
then,  as  now,  were  displeased  at  restric- 
tioQs,  which  did  not  admit  them  to  make 
the  greatest  possible  advantage  of  their 
commerce,  in  their  own  private  and  pecu- 
liar branches :  but  thou^  these  few  mer- 
chants might  think  themselves  losers  in 
articles  which  they  had  no  right  to  eain, 
as  bong  prejudicial  to  the  general  national 
*y^^cm;  yet,  upon  the  whde,  the  colonies 
^eve  bcmefitea  by  these  laws,   because 
these  restrictive  laws,  founded  upon  prin- 
ciples of  the  most  solid  policy,  flung  a 
great  weight  of  naval  force  into  the  hands 
of  the  mother  country,  which  was  to  pro- 
^  the  cdonies,  and  without  an  unhm 
^  which  the  colonies  must  have  been 
enMy  weak  and  defenceless ;  instead  of 
which  Aey  became  reUitively  great,  subor- 
™o<te(y,  and.  in  proportion,  as  the  mother 
^oontn  advanced  m  superiority  over  the 
1^  01  the  maritime  powers  in  Europe,  to 
which  both  mutually  contributed,  and  of 
*^b  both  have  reaped  the  benefit,  equal 
to  the  natural  and  just  relation  in  which 
^  both  stand  reciprocally,  of  depen- 

^^  on  one  side,  and  protection  on  the 

«thcr. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  in- 
^itants  of  the  colonies  are  as  much  re- 
preKnted  in  pariiament,  as  the  greatest 
pttt  of  the  people  of  England  are,  among 
lune  millions  of  whom,  diere  are  eight 
who  have  no  votes  in  electing  members  of 
fvliaawnt:  every  objection  therefore  to 


the  dependency  of  the  colonies  upon  par- 
liament, which  arises  to  it  upon  the  ground 
of  representation,  goes  to  the  whole  pre« 
sent  constitution  of  Great  Britain.  A 
member  of  parliament  chosen  for  any  bo* 
rough,  represents  not  only  the  consti- 
tuents and  inhabitants  t^  that  particular 
place,  but  he  represents  the  inhabitants  of 
every  other  borough  in  Great  Britain ;  he 
represents  the  city  of,  London,  and  all 
otiier  the  commons  of  the  land,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  all  the  colonies  and  domt« 
nions  of  Great  Britain,  and  is  in  duty 
and  conscience  bound  to  take  care  of  theur 
mterests. 

The  distinction  of  internal  and  external 
taxes,  is  as  false  and  croundless  as  anw 
other  that  has  been  made.  It  is  ffranteo, 
that  restrictions  upon  trade,  and  duties 
upon  the  ports,  are  legal,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  nsht  of  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  to  lay  mtemal  taxes  upon  the  co* 
lonies  is  denied.  What  real  diftrenoe 
can  there  be  in  this  distinction  ?  A  tax 
laid  in  any  place,  is  like  a  p^ble  falling 
into,  and  making  a  circle  in  a  lake,  tiu 
one  circle  produces  and  ^es  motion  to 
another,  and  the  whole  circumference  la 
i^tated  from  the  centre ;  finr  nothing  can 
be  more  dear,  than  that  a  tax  of  ten  or 
twenty  per  cent  laid  upon  tobacco^  either 
in  the  ports  of  Virginia,  or  London,  is  a 
duty  laid  upon  the  inlaild  plantations  of 
Virginia  100  miles  fVom  the  sea,  where* 
ever  the  tobacco-  grows. 

Many  other  aivuments  were  made  use 
of.  It  was  ur^,  that  protection  is  the 
ground  that  gives  a  right  of  taxation. 
That  the  obligation  between  the  colonies 
and  the  mother  country,  is  natural  and  re- 
ciprocal, consisting  of  defence  on  the  one 
siae,  and  obedience  on  the  other ;  and  that 
common  sense  tells,  that  they  must  be  de- 
pendent in  all  points  upon  the  mother 
country,  or  else  not  belong  to  it  at  aD« 
Hiat  the  question  is  not,  what  was  law,  or 
what  was  the  constitution  ?  but  the  ques* 
tion  is,  what  b  law  now,  and  what  is  the 
constitution  now  ?  That  if  a  matter  of 
right  has  been  generally  exercised,  and  as 
generally  held  to  be  law,  as  has  been 
proved  m  numberless  instances,  without 
Its  ever  having  been  questioned  before,  it 
is  now  the  constitution.  It  was  also  ob- 
served, that  the  colonies  had  gone  very 
ffreat  lengths ;  and  it  was  even  insisted^ 
diat  by  appointing  deputies  from  their  se- 
veral assemblies  to  confer  together,  that 
they  had  absolutely  forfeited  their  char- 
ters. 


fO|}        6aE0H<»E«r.      SHmimifif^}^^i<^i>^^fi<^^     IM 


fio  auUter  af  debtite  was  e?er  more  ^ibh 
^d  lei^raedly  haQ^lod  in  both  HouseSf  ft 
was  argued  top  witd  nio4erati(m  and  tem- 
per. The  ful^t  wa%  of  tl^^  highest  ux^* 
pprtance,  find  it  w^  ppt  without  difficid-i 
ties,  bath  ooDStitutiopai  and  pqliticf^,  i^ 
the  discu^sifWt  and  in  ihe  poiisequenp^. 

Upon  the  question  being  put,  the  power 
of  the  legislature  of  Great  Britain  over 
her  colonies,  in  all  cases  whatsocTer,  apd 
without  any  distinction  in  regard  to  taxa- 
tion,  was  confirmed  and  ascertained,  with- 
out a  division.  And  this  was,  perhaps, 
the  only  question  that  could  have  been 
thought  qfy  upon  which  the  ministry  and 
their  antagonists  in  the  opposition,  Would 
have  gone  together  on  a  division. 

The  grand  popimiMii^  wA^o  bad  pm»i 
the  Eesplutipi^,  pn  whiph  tbe  fovpsoing 

auastioa  was  dehaM»  bad  ^Iso  passed  app« 
ier  fpr  the  total  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  ^ 
«nd  twP  Bills  werp  accordingly  brought  in 
io  answer  the^  purposes,  py  the  Epsolu- 
fioDs  on  which  the  fpvmpr  was  foundeds  i( 
iraa  declarpd)  that  tumults  and  insurrec- 
lipos  of  tbemostdangerous  aaMire  bad  been 
leaised  and  carried  on  in  several  of  the  co- 
Imm ;  IP  ^pen  defiappe  pf  governj^ei^t, 
%lld  in  maai&^  violation  pf  tbe  JLaws 
liui  legiali^e  autfiprity  of  |;bi9  kiiigdpm- 
f'bet  thegp  tuinuUs  arid  insurrections  }ia4 
l^ea  enpouni^e^  and  inflained,  by  sever4 
v(Hes  en^  reselutiona  which  had  pi»w^d  ip 
the  assemblies  of  the  said  col^oies»  dprog^r 
tery  ^o  ^'e  hpAour  of  geyemunept^  ap4  3e- 
Itrpctive  to  their  legal  ai^d  pQnstitMtiopal 
dep^depcy  on  the  orown  end  parliamept, 
^*  Py  WP  Rill  itself,  ^l  iroteSy  re«p|ii- 
^fim»  or  orders,  whipb  had  been  passed 
hy  ^y  ^'tbe  gener^  ^b^sembUe^  in  Aq^p- 
lucp,  by  whi^  they  assiwsed  to  jdiemsplveii 
^  sole  end  eau^lusive  right  of  ^King  hi^ 
|ifojefty'f  ai^ijects  in  ^e  colepies,  wer^ 
impt^Ued,  an^  deplared  cpptrpry  to  I.aw> 
4^rpg9tpry  to  the  legislative  euthpri^  of 
{iprliamenty  apd  ipcopsisteol  yw^  t^ir  der 
pendency  upoo  t))e  crown. 
^  The  opposition,  far  fnopa  beipg  dispi- 
|ited>  seemed  to  gather  fresh  vigour,  and 
atill  opposed  the  repeal  in  every  part  ol' 
its  progress.  So  ipany  tostances  ef  the 
inexpodieocy  of  the  etamp-duty  bad  al- 
x«ady  occurred,  Uiat  ihe  qpe^oa  was 
scarcely  controvertible ;  they  accordingly 
changed  their  ground,  and  instead  of  epl^r- 
iDg  into  the  merits  of  that  part  of  the  con- 
troyersy,  rested  their  principal  defence 
upon  the  Resolutions,  on  which  tbe  late 
Bill  for  securing  the  dependency  of  |be 
colonies  had  been  foundea. 


They  aigued  from  thence,  that  die 
K^peal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  ffl\ii^  sueji 
outrageous  resistance  continuedi  w 
for  the  futurpi  lessen  the  av^tbority  of 
firitain,  and  make  it  appear  evea 
temptible.  That  such  a  submission  of 
9ppreme  legislature,  would  he  ip  effe 
surrender  o£  their  ancient  un^jiej^i 
rights,  to  subordinate  provincial 
blie^  est^lished  only  by  prerc;^ 
which  in  itsplf  had  no  sqch  poweis  to 
StpWr  Tb^t  ft  concpssipp  of  tbii^ 
qsM^ried  w^th  it  such  an  ^ppp^f^o§ 
i^eakn^  t^pd  Mppu4ity  in  govpr^jp^  | 
ipay  probably  enpQura^e  fresh  ix^^im| 
i^fok  tl|p  rpspect  of  his  ])4^esto's8i4»j^ 
tp  the  dignity  o£\^  prown,  apd  tl^efqAl 
F|ty  of  the  laws. 

'  It  w^ii  fm\i^  ^ WCpdt  ^  ftp 
of  (^piLation  is  onp  of  the  p}pst 

branches  of  all  ^utjlftrjty  ;  tb^  \\ 

be  equitably  pr  impartially  exprcu 

i^  not  pf  tended  t^  fdl  the  ipfimberf  of 

state,  vfi  prppprtion  tq.tlipir  Kp^ppctiy^ 

Uties ;  but  if  ^  part  are  suffered  (o  bs 

empt  from  a  dpe  sb^re  pf  thqse  bi 

which  .the  public  p^gei^cies  require  to 

imposed  upon  tbe  wbqLe,  SHffh  a 

fp  dfrep^y  repugp^nt  to  tbp  trust 

by  tl^e  people  jp  pver]^  legislature) 

bp  abs^utely  destructive  of  that 

de^ce,  pn  vb^ch  all  gpvpnf n^t  ^oul4 

fptmded. 

Tbp  jnabj)ity  of  the  pplopipt^  to 
iritb  the  terms  of  ^hp  Stftpip  Act  jv^ 
depied ;  and  i(  was  pssertefl,  m  ^  yP^ 
tp  ^e  contrary,  jth^t  qt  U|e debt  pqtfit 
j^y  them  in  the  last  war*  1,755,000^ 
been  alrpady  discfej^rged,  ip  tfte  caw« 
tbree  years  only;    fpd  ^^  ^^^^^ 
greater  pjHPt  pf  tljpir  rmmmjff^ 
brances,   apipunt|pg    ip    ^p   iphpw  9 
760,000^  nriil  t)e  discb»rgpd  m^^P* 

Many  other  argmipents  wer«  "W^  "Ji 
of;  the  general  spope  and  tepdpp^f  | 
which  vere  to  shew  .the  b.e#vy  bprw  j 
with  wl^ich  the  pipther  copptry  ^ 
loaded;  the  ability  of  the  AmenctfB 
their  exemption  from  all  manner  of  Wj 
tion ;  and  their  peremptory  and  T^^^^'^, 
refu^,  to  contribute  many  degr^P^' 
public  ezpences. 

It  waa  ^d  op  the  other  side  of  the  foe^ 
tion,  that  the  three  first  objections  bww 
^m^nner  qf  weighs  as  e?ery  poneequ^j 
they  prepumedy  F9a  ahV^dy  i^^ 
against  by  the  Bill  for  ^^^^Pfr^S^ 
p^odence  of  the  colonies ;  which  Ua  sj 
fuffi^^Uy  BrpvidjBd  f<^  tl^  k9f0f  ^ 


9^ 


Bii  fht  ittghi  of^AmXttig  ifMvfJcD* 
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S^T^  oPGrtat  Britiun,  and  Itli  constita- 
fimal  superiorftj  over  tfaefa. 

tie  tfftiprietr  of  all  the  parts  contrSbuii 
iy  to  ui^  ekflet^cied  Of  the  Whole  is  readily 
duUtti ;  the  fact  allleged  67  the  other 
iky  rf  ihl  heavy  debt  cdntracted  by  thfe 
.itfteikaoi,  in  the  course  of  the  war,  suiR- 
^htly  shhri  they  contributed  largely  id 
tbepttUicretpence;  ;as  their  being  repaid 
i  p4it  <tf  U  ibce,  il  alsd  a  convincing 
proof,  thsittk  parliatnent  were  of  opinion, 
th^liii  contributed  beyond  thbfr  abilities. 

TtkliMtthg  could  he  ihbre  riiibotis 
frott  ie^  tbd  the  aftBerflon,  th&t  they 
^aldS0tttdk  Th^y  ^v6n  pdid  many 
ii^UikU  beeb  laid  dA  by  act  of  parlia- 

Iki^;  tf  they  thish  baid  a  great  variety  of 

S9itk^  fmposea  previous  to  the  Stamp 
d;  which  fay  very  heavy  upon  their 
Me,  a&d  ttod^d  much  to  inflatne  theii^ 
fbibdi  ipim,  that  laViT.  That  they  paid 
vnj  port-duties  Impost  by  prbvmcial 

Atbontj; many  6xcis6S ;— a  land-tax 

fa  many  province  ;— a  h^aVy  poll-tibc : 

oesid^  a  fkailty-tax  upoii  all  personal 

(gttM  and  acquisitions,  amounting   in 

Anse  prdvibees  to  5  or  6f.  in  the  pound. 

io  that  thd  aai^rttoh  of  their  not  contri- 

hntiog  to  tte  pdblic  e5ifp6ttc6,  being  false 

in  fact,  every  a^guineiHt,  built  upon  so 

baseless  a  fdUildanon,  inufet  of  course  fidl 

to  the  gtound. 

It  whB  9ho  sbeWh,  that  moftt  of  the  j^ro- 
tisces  in  Noith  Amerii^  arte  notoHously 
:— that  they  #efe  upwards  Of  four  fnif- 
.  oos  in  debt  to  the  merchahtd  t)f  Great 
siltaiA;  whO|  being  crecfitors  to  ^Btfch  an 
toumnty  are  iii  reality  the  proj^rfetors  of 
^  ^eat  part  of  what  the  Aibencai^  6eem 

ibat  the  stippreBsion  6f  manuia'dtures  ih 
m  c6imtry»  and  6bligiAff  them  to  taice 
^ety  lort  which  they  use  from  Great  Bri- 
^  comprises  all  species  of  taxes  in  one, 
<&d  msfces  them  in  reality  the  supporters 
iTsgreat  part  of  the  public  burdens. 
That  their  great  distance  from  hence, 
bd  the  difficulty  of  making  us  thoroughly 
bjuainted  with  the  minute  circuihstances 
tf  every  colony,  renders  us  liable  to  great 
Witakes,  and  consequently  to  the  hazard 
of  great  oppression,  whenever  we  attempt 
V)  levy  internal  taxes  in  that  coHmtry. 
Hist  our  true  policy  is  to  acquiesce  in  the 
freai  commercial  advantages  we  derive 
from  the  Americans,  ratber  than  to  at- 
Xempt  a  revenue  from  thence ;  which,  by 
^uabliDg  the  people  to  make  returns  to 
oar  merchants,  wul  jput  them  under  a  ne- 
cessity to  set  op  ftiakiufactures  of  their 


own.^1t1iat  by  tBe  foriner  poI%,  AmeHea 
has  been  advantiigeou^  to  us,  and  quiet  Hk 
itftelf ;  but  that  the  present  stat^  of  thing* 
sheWi  i06  evidently  Ae  ill  iHKets  of  a  eofil- 
thi!|7  mode  of  acting. 

lli^se  and  many  tythcfr  afgumeAts  wtfre 
ifMid^  ns^  of  btyA  Withh)  doors  and  without 
upon  thi^  intei'estfng  occasion;  notwith* 
standfb^  the  vigtnir  with  #hich  the  oppoM* 
tfon  #a8  supported,  Ibe  BiO  passed  upon  a 
division  by  a  majority  of  275  to  1(61,  and  wai 
carried  up  to  the  Lords  by  above  200  mem* 
b^r^  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  &c(St 
With  which  It  Was  Ihtroduoad  fn  the  upper 
H'ouslSy  did  not  prevent  Its  meting  witn  a 
strong  opposition  there ;  S8  lords  entered 
a  (protest  againiBt  it  at  the  second  readings 
as  28  did  at  the  third :  it  was  however 
carried  thtrongh  by  a  majority  of  S4  lords, 
and  in  three  days  nfiet  received  the  h)ytf 
assent.  An  event  that  t^used  more  uni« 
vtrsal  joy,  throughout  the  British  domf^ 
liions,  than  perhaps  any  other  that  can  M 
ren^enibered* 

« 

Repeal  of  ihtCydkr  Tait.']  February  26. 
Several  Petitidns  were  pi^esekited  to  tM 
Commons  from  the  counties  of  Her^ord, 
Worcester,  Gloucester,  Devon,  Somerset^ 
Cornwall,  Monmouth,  the  cityatidcountj^ 
Of  Exeter,  the  city  of  Hereford,  and  from 
several  of  the  boroughs  in  those  counties ; 
representing  in  general,  that  the  petitionen 
were  subject  to  many  grievances,  by  so 
much  of  two  several  acts  passed  m  the  Sd 
and  4th  years  of  the  reign  of  hli  bresent 
Maiesty,  which  lays  an  sidditional  duty  ob 
qrder  and  pefry,  both  with  respect  to  the 
tax  itself,  and  to  the  mode  of  collectiiig  it 
under  the  pow^  of  the  excise Mw8(  and 
prayingrehef,  by  a  repeal  of  the  said  Acts^ 
so  mr  as  the  same  relate  to  the  laying  a 
duty  6n  the  makers  of  cyder  and  perry,  oi 
in  such  other  manner  as  the  House  should 
think  meet  These  Petitions  were  seve* 
rally  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  andi 
then  several  accounts  refeting  to  the  late 
additional  tax  upon  theae  lidiMia  were  w*  • 
dered  to  be  laidbefoi^  the  Hoi«ie,  wMdl 
were  afterwards  presented ;  and  on  the  Ml 
of  March  there  was  presented  to  the  House, 
a  Petition  to  the  same  effect  with  thi 
former,  from  the  boroogh  of  Weobly  in 
Herefordshire* 

March  7.  As  soon  as  the  erder  of  th« 
day  was  read  for  the  House  to  nsaolvv  il^ 
tfeff  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meta% 
at\er  i<h  insthiction  had  been  ord^ed  Vd 
the  said  Committee  ^0  coAsider  of  the  law! 
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nlatHi^  to  cyder,  and  perry,  all  the  said 
Petitions,  and  also  all  the  accounts  relating 
to  cyder  and  perry,  that  had  been  called 
for  and  presented  in  this  session,  were  or- 
dered  to  be  referred  to  the  same ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  the  Committee  came 
to  the  six  Resolutions  which  were  on  tl)e 
10th  reported  by  Mr.  Cornwall,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Hou8e>  whereupon  it  was 
ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  upon 
the  said  Resolutions* 

March  11.  Mr.  Cornwall  presented  to 
the  House  a  Bill  for  repealing  the  duties 
granted  upon  cyder  and  jperry,  by  an  Act 
made  in  the  third  year  ot  his  present  Ma- 
jesty's reicn,  and  for  granting  certain  du- 
ties on  cyder  and  perry  in  lieu  thereof,  and 
for  the  more  effisctual  securing  the  duties 
on  cyder  and  perry  imposed  by  several 
former  acts;  when  the  Bill  was  read  a 
fint  time,  ^d  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time,  which  it  was  the  day  foUow« 
ing,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  for  the  next  day.  And  so 
thoroughly  had  many  gentlemen  changed 
their  sentiments  with  regard  to  this  tax,  or 
at  least  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  raisins 
it,  that  this  Bill  afterwards  passed  through 
both  Houses,  and  received  the  royal  assent 
on  the  1 1th  of  April,  without  meeting  with 
any  considerable  oppoeition  in  any  part  of 
its  progress. 

Proceedings  relating  to  General  War^ 
rants  and  tne  Seizure  of  Papers.*']    April 

*  **  The  question  of  General  Warrants  was 
fesomed  under  the  auspices  of  the  ministry, 
and  occasioned  several  debates  and  motions. 
It  was  at  length  resolf ed,  after  varions  amend- 
ments, that  *  a  Geoeral  Warrant  for  seizing 
aod  apprehcDding  any  person  or  persons,  being 
illegal,  except  in  cases  provided  for  by  tlie  act 
of  parliament,  is,  if  executed  on  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  a  breach  of  privilege.' 
A  Bill  to  restrain  the  issuing  of  warrants  for 
seizing  papers,  except  in  cases  of  treason  or 
felony  without  benefit  of  clergy,  under  certain 
regulations,  went  through  the  House  of  Com* 
inons,  but  was  thrown  out  by  the  Lonls.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  introduce  another  Bill,  for 
preventing  the  seizure  of  persons  by  General 
Warrants,  but  failed  of  success.  The  result  of 
these  proceedings  was  merely  this ;  the  House 
of  Commons  agreed  with  the  jud{|fes  on  the 
illegality  of  apprehending  any  person  by  a 
general  warrant,  in  cases  of  mere  constructive 
oeliaquency,  and  therefore  declared  that  a 
men^l^  of  parliament  so  illegally  apurebended, 
bad  a  right  to  complain  of  a  lireacii  of  privi- 
Icj^f."    Adolphus. 


22.  The  House  was  moved,  1.  Thattb 
proceedings  of  the  House,  of  the  14th  c 
February,  1764,  in  relation  to^thequestio 
proposed,  '*  That  a  General  Warrant  fc 
apprehending   and   seizing  the  autbon 

J^rmters,  and  publishers,  of  a  seditiou 
ibel,  together  with  their  papers,  is  nc 
warranted  by  law ;''  and  also  in  relatio 
to  the  discharge  of  the  complaint  agaioi 
Robert  Wood,  esq.,  Philip  Carteret  Webi 
esq.,  members  of  this  House,  John  Mone] 
Robert  Blackmore,  and  James  Watsoi 
for  a  breach  of  the  privilege  pf  this  Hoas( 
might  be  read. .  2.  That  the  proceediog 
of  the  House,  of  the  l7th  of  the  sai 
month,  when  the  House  resumed  the  ac 
joumed  debate  upon  the  said  qucstiof 
That  a  General  Warrant  for  apprenendin 
and  seizing  the  authors,  printers,  and  puii 
lishers«  of  a  seditiotis  libel,  together  wit 
their  papers,  is  not  warranted  by  Ia« 
might  be  reacL  S.  That  the  proceiMliDg 
of  4he  House,  of  die  29th  of  Januarys  17^ 
in  relation  to  the  question  proposed,  Tiu 
a  General  Warrant  for  appienending  th 
authors,  printers,  or  publisnera  of  a  ubel 
together  with  their  papers,  is  not  wai 
ranted  by  law,  and  is  an  high  vTolation  (] 
the  liberty  of  the  subject,  might  be  rea^ 
— And  ^e  same  being  read  accordingly 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  questio 
being  proposed,  *<  That  a  General  Warrai 
to  apprehend  the  author,  printer,  or  pub 
lisher,  of  a  libel,  is  illegal:  and,  if  ex( 
cuted  on  the  person  of  a  member  of  thi 
House,  b  also  a  breach  of  the  privileges 
this  House;''  and  the  previous  questio 
being  put,  that  that  Question  be  now  put 
the  House  divided ;  Yeas  173 :  Noes  71 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  The 
the  main  question  being  put ; 

Resolved,  "  That  a  General  Warrm 
for  apprehending  the  author,  printer,  i 
publisher,  of  a  libel,  is  illegal;  and,  if  exi 
cuted  on  the  person  of  a  member  of  th 
House,  is  alto  a  breach  of  the  privilege  i 
this  House." 

A  motion  wa^  made,  and  the  questio 
was  proposed,  **  That  General  Warrant 
not  expressing  the  offence,  and  naming,  < 
describing  the  offender,  are  in  ail  ca$< 
illegal  unless  authorized  by  act  of  parli^ 
ment ;  and  that  such  warrant,  if  execute 
upon  a  member  of  this  House,  is  a  breac 
otthe  privilege  of  this  House."  And  ih 
said  motion  was,  with  leave  of  the  Housj 
withdrawn. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  questio 
being  proposed,  <<  That  the  seizing  ( 
taking  away  the  papers,  of  the  authoi 
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inAervii  pubGAer^of  a  libd,  or  the  sup* 

eimlrar,  priotory  or  ^bluher,  of  a 
ii  illepi;  ttd  that  such  aeisnig  or 
abg  t#i|^  ths  poperi  of  a  uiouibei'  of 
if  HoM,  ka  breach  of  Che  priyileg«  of 
Ail  fiouie;'*  Mitbt  prefious  qoeitkNi 
kdi(f  pit,  dMt  that  qaastjon  be  now  pot, 
irvMraNhodiDtlie  affinaatiTei 

Then  Ae  oMmr  qaeHioD  bemg  put ; 

Resohed,  <«  That  the  teiamg  or  taking 
•nartlitpHeny  of  (heaothor,  printeri  or 
pdrntetoTalib^  or  Uiesuppoied  au- 
ihotfpiiilery  or  pobUther,  of  il  libel,  it  il- 
li|ii;  mi  Ihit  fooh  teiaidg  or  Udcing 
iMj  tk  piperi  of  a  member  of  thS 
HaM^va  braach  of  the  privilege  of  this 

IK^IU.^  A  motion  was  made,  and  the 
poiioii  bong  proposed.  That  a  General 
Warnat  for  idzing  sold  apprehending  any 
penooor  persons  being  iil^dt  is,  if  exe- 
cuted npoD  a  member  of  this  House,  a 
bmck  ofthe  privilege  of  diis  House; 

Tbe  Hone  was  moved,  that  the  resolu- 
^  of  die  House,  of  Tuesday  last,  <'  That 
tGoml  Warrant  for  appfeheriding  the 
>Qdior,  printer,  or  publisher,  of  a  lil^l)  is 
i^;  aod,  if  exeeuted  on  the  person  of 
ftiQcnber  of  this  House,  is  also  a  breach 
•ft^ privilege  of  this  House;*'  might  be 
^  And  Uie  same  being  read  accord- 
^j;  «)  amendment  was  proposed  to  be 
aide  to  the  question,  by  inserting,  after 
tbevord«<  iD^/»  these  words,  <<  except 
>  oes  provided  for  by  act  of  parliament*" 
isd  the  Mid  amendment  was,  upon  the 
fcite  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 

jn^  the  main  Question,  so  amended, 
"iog  proposed,  <«  That  a  General  War- 
^^  for  acizing  and  apprehending  any 
P^^or  peraons  bemg  illegal,  except  in 
1^  ponded  for  by  act  of  parliament,  is, 
^^^cited  upon  a  member  of  this  Hoaae| 
*^  of  the  privile^  of  this  House  ^ 
"P^  the  previous  question  being  put,  that 
I'l^fieitjoabenowpttt;  it  was  resolved 
"^siittBliva 


^^*flS9.  It  waa  moved  and  ordered, 
"tt  leave  be  ^ven  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
'^l^  the  issuing  of  any  warrant,  for 
*«Bg  ptpen,  except  in  the  cases  of  trea- 
*|Qor  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy, 
^  ceitah  regidations;  and  that  Mr. 
^^^  Mr,  Wedderbum,  the  Master 
^  Botto,  end  Mr.  Pitt,  do  prepare  and 
*|^g  in  the  lame.  Then  after  having  had 
«;  molution  of  the  25tb  again  read,  a 
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ttotioit  was  iMde  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill,  to  dechure  all  General  Warrants,  for 
seizing  and  apprehending  any  person  or 
persons^  to  be  illegal,  except  m  cases  pro- 
vided for  by  act  (?  parliament,  asreeably 
to  the  said  resolution ;  but  upon  the  ques* 
tkm  being  put,,  it  waa  carrieQ  in*  the  negft* 
tive. 

Mwf  2.  Mr.  Grenville  presented  the 
BiU  to  the  House,  when  it  was  received, 
and  read  a  firet  time.  On  the  6th  it  waa 
read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
the  9th,  on  which  day,  amotion  was  made 
for  resolving,  that  the  House  would,  on 
diat  day  two  months,  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  upon  the 
said  Bill ;  but,  upon  the  question  being 
put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative^  wliere^ 
upon  Mr.  Bacon  was  orderM  to  take  the 
caair  of  the  said  committee,  into  which 
the  House  then  resolved  itself,  as  it  did 
again  on  the  12th,  when  Mr.  Bacon  re* 
potted  ftom  the  committee,  that  they  had 
gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  several 
amendments  thereunto,  which  they  had 
directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House 
would  please  to  receive  the  same;  and  the 
report  being  ordered  to  be  received  the 
next  morning,  the  amendments  were  then 
all  agreed  to,  one  of  which  was  almost  a 
totd  akeration  of  the  title ;  for  the  Bill 
was  now  intitled,  <  A  Bill  to  prevent  the 
inconveniencies  and  dangers  to  the  subject 
from  searching  for  and  seising  papers,  by 
establishing  proper  regulations,  m  such 
cases  where  searching  for  and  seizing 
papers  is  justifiable  bv  law.'  This  being 
now  the  title,  the  Bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, was  on  the  14th  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  carried  to  the  Lords,  who  re- 
fused to  give  it  their  consent. 

The  Kin^  MeuagerespecHng  a  ProW' 
iionjor  theFrincess  Varohne  Matilda^  and 
for  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Gloucester,'] 
June  3.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
brought  down  to  the  Commons  the  fol- 
lowing Message  fi'om  his  Majesty. 
**  Gkorgx  R. 

**  His  Majesty  having,  in  consequence 
of  the  agreement  mentioned  in  his  Speech 
at  the  openine  of  the  session  of  parliament, 
received  appucation  from  the  present  kin^ 
of  Denmarx,  for  the  solemnization  of  his 
Marriage  with  his  Maiesty's  sister  the 
princess  Caroline  Matilda,  has  thought 
proper  to  inform  this  House  that  the  Mar- 
riage may  probably  be  solemnized  before 
the  next  session  of  parliament ;  and  as  his 

IP] 


811] 


S GEORGE  UL 


The  Comnwns  Aidmt  thereon. 


[319 


Majesty  can  have  no  doubt,  that  diis  al- 
liance with  80  respectable  a  Protestant 
prince  will  be  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  his 
good  subjects,  he  promises  himself  the 
concurrence  and  assistance  of  this  House, 
in  enabling  him  to  give  such  a  portion  with 
his  sister,  as  may  be  suitable  to  the  honour 
-  and  dignity  of  his  crown. 

<<  His  Majesty  had  intentions  to  have 
recommended,  at  the  same  time,  to  the 
consideration  of  this  House,  the  making  of 
some  proper  provision  for  the  honourable 
support  and  maintenance  of  his  dearly  be- 
loved brothers,  the  dukes  of  York  and 
Gloucester,  and  prince  Henry  Frederic; 
but,  as  the  season  of  the  year  is  greatly 
advanced,  and  it  is  necessary  to  grant  a 
recess  to  his  parliament,  b^  a  speedy  con- 
clusion of  tiie  session,  his  Majesty  will 
defer  the  making  of  such  recommendation 
until  the  next  meeting  for  the  dis]^tch  of 
business ;  and  is  assured,  from  his  expe- 
riepce  of  the  affection  of  his  fiuthful  Com- 
mons to  himself  and  his  family,  that  they 
will  readily  and  cheerfully  enter  into  the 
consideration  of  that  matter,  when  the 
same  shall  be  laid  before  them.      G.  R.** 

The  Commons*  Address  tkereonJ]  A 
motion  was  made,  **  That  an  humble  Ad- 
dress be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  to  re- 
turn his  Majesty  the  thanks  of  this  House, 
for  his  most  gracious  Message,  commu- 
nicating to  this  House,  the  application 
made  on  Uie  part  of  the  king  of  Denmark, 
to  perfect  a  former  agreement,  by  the  so- 
lemnization of  the  marriage  of  the  said 
king,  with  his  Majesty's  sister  the  princess 
Caroline  Matilda;  to  renew  the  dutiful 
congratulatioJks  of  this  House,  upon  the 
intended  union  with  so  respectable  a  Pro- 
testant prince ;  and  to  assure  his  Majesty, 
that  this  House  will  enable  his  Majesty  to 
give  such  a  portion  with  her  royal  high- 
ness, as  shall  demonstrate  the  zeal,  duty, 
and  affection  of  this  House  to  his  Majesty, 
and  a  just  regard  to  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity ot  his  royal  family ;  to  assure  his  Ma- 
jesty, that  his  faithful  Commons  will 
readily  and  cheerfully  take  into  their  con- 
sideration the  matter  mentioned  in  his 
Majesty's  Message,  relating  to  the  sup- 
port and  maintenance  of  his  Majesty's 
royal  brothers,  whenever  it  shall  please 
his  Majesty  to  recommend  the  same." 

The  House  was  moved,  that  the  Reso- 
lution of  the  House,  of  the  18th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1667,  might  be  read.  And  the 
^amt  was  read  accordingly,  as  follows : 

iiesolYed,  •<  That,  if  any  motion  be 
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made  in  the  House,  for  any  public  aid  or 
charge  upon  the  people,  the  consideratioQ 
and  debate  thereof  ought  not  presently  to 
be  entered  upon,  but  adjourned  till  such 
further  day  as  the  House  shall  think  fit  to 
i^oint ;  and  then  it  ought  to  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  and 
their  opinions  to  be  reported  thereupon, 
before  any  resolution  or  vote  of  the  House 
do  oass  therein." 

The  House  was  also  moved,  that  the 
Resolutions  of  the  House,  of  the  24di  oi 
February,  1707,  relating  to  the  disposition 
of  pubhc  money,  might  be  read.  And 
the  same  were  read  accordingly,  as  follow: 

Resolved,  1.  '*  That  no  puVlic  money 
be  granted  by  debentures,  or  otherwise, 
but  by  a  committee  of  supply.  2.  That 
no  disposition  of  the  public  money  be 
made,  or  private  Bill  relating  to  the  same 
be  read,  but  on  a  d^  to  be  appointed  for 
that  purpose." 

The  House  was  also  moved,  that  the 
entry  in  the  Journal  of  the  House,  of  the 
8th  of  May,  17S3,  in  rektion  to  the  Mes- 
sage from  nis  Majesty  to  this  House,  with 
respect  to  the  proposals  for  a  treaty  of 
marriage  between  the  prince  .of  Orange 
and  the  Princess  Royal,  and  ako  the  Adi 
dress  of  this  House  thereupon,  might  be 
read.  And  the  same  was  read  accord- 
ingly. 

The  House  was  also  moved,  that  the 
entry  in  the  Journal  of  the  House,  of  the 
ISth  of  November,  1761,  with  respect  to 
so  much  of  his  Majesty's  most  graciod 
Speech  from  the  throne  as  relates  to^hi^ 
marriage  with  the  Queen,  and  also  the  Adj 
dress  of  this  House  of  the  14th  of  the  urn 
month,  thereupon,  might  be  read.  Am 
the  same  being  read  accordingly ; 

An  Amendment  was  proposed  to  b| 
made  to  the  question,  by  leaving  out 
words,  **  enable  his  Majesty  to  give  s 
a  portion  with  her  royal  highness," 
insert,  **  enter  into  the  immediate  consii 
deration  of  this  important  affidr  in  such  ( 
manner."  And  the  question  beinr  pQ^ 
that  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  H 
stand  part  of  the  question ;  the  House  di 
vided:  Yeas  118;  Noes  35.  So  it  vi 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  another  Amendment  was  propofl 
ed  to  be  made  to  the  question,  by  insert 
ing  after  the  words  *'  her  royal  high 
ness,"  these  words,  **  and  also  to  maki 
such  immediate  provision  for  the  honour 
able  support  and  maintenance  of  his  rojfl 
brothers,"  in  order  to  leave  out  frod 
the  words  «  royal  family,"  to  the  end  0 
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it  passed  in  the  negative.    Then  the  main 
question  being  put,  was  carried. 


tfaeijnestion*  And  the  question  beiiw  put, 
ibit  theae  words  be  there  inserted ;  the 
HoQie  divided:  Yeas  SI ;  Noes  109.    So 


Supplies  granted Jbr  the  Year  1766.]     The  following  Supplies  were  granted  for  the 
aenrioe  of  tbe  year  1766 : 

January  87,  1760. '  i£*        '•    d. 

That  16,000  men  be  employed  for  the  sea-tenrioe  for  1766,  incUiding  4,987 


1W  a  sua  not  ezceediog  4/.  per  mm  per  month  be  allowed  for  maintaio- 
ing  Umb  fir  IS  months,  indoding  ordoanoe  for  sea-ser? ice  •  •  •       832,000    0    0 


February  15. 

Thataaaaicr  of  bnd  forces,  indoding  3,513  in? aiids,  amooDting  to  17,306 

cfMiemen,  commission  and  non-commission  officers  included,  be  em- 

^ieyetkr  1766. 

Tmt,  fir  defraying  the  charge  of  this  number  for  guards,  garrisons,  and 

mbrliis  Huesly*8  land  fbrcee  in  Great  Britain,  Guernsey,  and  Jersey, 

1766^  there  be  granted  to  his  Majesty  a  sum  not  exceeding 605,608  13    9 

Far  tbe  pay  of  tbe  fCMnl  and  general  suff  officers  in  Great  Britain  for  1766         11,391    8    6{ 
For  naiBtainiar  hia  Majesty's  forces  and  garrisons  in  the  Plantations  and 
Africa,  incliioing  those  in  nrrison  at  Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  for  pro- 
▼ifloos  for  the  forces  in  North  America,  No? a  Scotia,  Newfoundlaod, 

Gibraltar,  the  ceded  islands,  and  Africa,  for  1766 398,183    6    5( 

Towards  tht  same  serYice  out  of  tbe  monies,  or  savings,  remaining  of  the 

grsnt  by  the  thini  resolution  of  April  30tb,  in  the  pieoeding  session  •  •  •  •  3,331  13  lOf 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  British  and 
Irish  establisbment  of  two  corps  of  light  dragoons,  and  of  six  regiments 
of  fiMt,  aerring  ih  tbe  Isle  of  Man,  at  Gibraltar,  Minorca,  and  the  ceded 

khnds,  Ibr  1766   - 7,993  11    4 

Fsr  payini^  the  pensions  to'  the  widows  of  reduced  land  and  marine  officers, 

married  to  them  before  the 'a5th  Dec.  1716,  for  1766 1,614    0    0 

Upon  aoeonnt  of  tbe  reduced  land  and  marine  officers,  for  1766 138,674    0    0 

For  defraying  the  charffeof  fiill  pay  to  officers  rednccNl,  with  the  10th  com- 
pany of  seYeral  battnions  reduced  from  ten  to  nine  companies,  and  who 

reoBmned  on  half  pay  at  the  84th  Dec.  1765,  for  1766 5,718    6    8 

UpsQ  aeooont  towards  defraying  the  charge  of  out  pensioners  of  Chebea 

hssphal,  for  1766 109,875  16    8 

for  the  efaaige  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  serrice,  for  1766 180,445  19    3 

For  ddfraying  tbe  expence  of  serrices  performed  by  the  office  of  ordnance, 

ibr  Imod  aenrioe,  and  not  piotided  for  ^y  pariiahient,  m  1 165 35,061    6    '3 

Tswanta  enabling  the  trustees  of  the  Bntish  Museum,  to  carry  on  the  eze- 
catiODofthetrustiepesed  in  them  by  parliament 3,000    0    0 


1,493,788    9    8( 


FfiBEUART  18.  ■ 

F«r  ihe  svfinary  of  the  na^y,  induding-  half  pay  to  sea  and  marine  officers, 

fcrlTW...-. V ••••' •*• 413,983    6    3 

Towaidi  tbe  hoQdingi,  rebuildings,  and  repairs  of  his  Miyesty's  ships, 
AiekB,  building  ships,  wharft,  and  store  hduses,  for  1766    377,300    0    0 


690,383    6    3 


March  IS.  ■  

Tswards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expence  of  hb  Majesty's  land  forces, 
and  other  serrices  incurred  to  the  34th  Jan.  1766,  and  not  provided  for 
byparliament    - 404,310  16    6i 

Out  of  the  monies,  or  sa? ings,  arising  from  the  nay  of  the  land  forces  in  the 
hands  of  the  pav-maBter*general,  towards  defraying  tbe  extraordinary 
expenees  of  his  Miyesty's  land  forces,  and  other  serrices,  incurred  to  the 
34ih  Jan.  1766,  and  not  prorided  for  by  psrfiament 74,777  14    0 

Far  paying  off  aiid  discharging  tbe  exchequer  bills,  made  out  by  virtue  of 
the  act  4  Gm.  3,  e.  35,  and  charged  upon  the  first  aids  to  be  granted  by 
lariiauiettt  for  1766 1,000,000    0    0 

For  paying  off  and  diseharging  tbe  exchequer  bills  made  out,  by  rirtne  of 
tbe  act  passed  in  the  preceding  session,  c.  19,  and  charged  upon  the  first 

lids  to  be  granted  m  this  session 800,000    0    0 

To  repteee  to  the  Smkhig  Fond  the  like  sum  paid  out  of  the  same,  to  make 


$i5}  eGSORAEIIL  SvgplmgrmMJiira$Ymr.  [tl6 

good  the  actcie^jr  wi  the 5th  J«ly»  ITM,  ^timmwmk  f9tnmm^  ^vltfa 
opoo  offioei  and  |ienKi«o«y  te.  which  wfre  OMde  a  liiwJ  hy  iht  ail 
91  Geo.  3,  c.  S9,  forpayiagr  annnitiesat  the  Bwik,itireifeaiQf  6,008,000/. 
borrowed  for  1758 45,561    T  lOj 

To  replace  to  ditto  the  like  som  itaued  ttMncoat,  for  p%y\u$  anonitiei,  afler 
the  rate  of  4L  per  cent,  for  the  year  ended  the  96ih  Sept.  1765,  which 
were  granted  in  respect  of  certain  navy,  victualling,  and  transpeK  hilb, 
and  ordnance  debeotures,  delivered  in,  and  canoelled,  puraoant  to  the  ad 
S6eo.S,e.9 199,349    S   4 

To  replace  to  ditto,  the  like  sum  issned  thereout,  for  paying  the  charges  of 
management  of  the  said  annoitiea,  for  twp  yean  and  ooe  half,  due  99th 
Sept.1765 ••  4»8V814   H 

To  replace  to  ditto,  the  like  sum  paid  oat  of  the  saone,  to  make  good  the  de- 
ficiency, on  the  10th  Oct.  1785,  of  the  leverei  additional  dotiea  upon 
wines  imported,  and  oertain  duties  on  all  cyder  and  p^rry^  which  were 
made  a  fund,  by  act  3  Geo.  3|  c.  18,  for  paying  aonuitiea,  in  respect  of 
350,000/.  borrowed  for  176S    -, tP,SU  19  ^ 

Upon  account,  for  maintaining  and  supporting  the  ctvil  establishment  of 
Nova  Scotia  for  1766    • 4|866   3   5 

l7|K>n  acconnt,  of  sundry  expenoes  for  the  service  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  1750» 

1751, 1752, 1768, 1763,  not  provided  for  by  parliament 8,006  U  7 

Upon  account,  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  civil  establishment  of 
Geoigia,  and  other  incidental  expenoes  attending  the  same,  from  the  Sith 
June  1765,  to  34th  June  1766 3,966   0  0 

Upon  account,  for  defraying  the  cbargea  of  the  civil  eatablishment  of  East 

Florida,  for  the  same  time    ••• ^,850   0  Q 

Ppon  account,  for  defraying  the  cbaigea  of  the  cinl  estaUisbmeDt  of  Weal 
Florida,  for  the  same  time   5,300   0  f 

Upon  account,  for  deliraying  the  ezpence  attending  general  surveys  of  hia 
jMajesty's  dominions  m  North  America  fbr  1766 1|784    4  0 

Upon  account,  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  civil  estaUisbm^t  of  Sene« 

.  gambia,  for  1766 • • f  • 5|550   0  0 

g,6:^9,847   8  0| 
BUbch  18.  ■■  —  ■■■■         1 

To  replace  to  the  Sinking  Fund  the  like  sum,  issued  thersoat,  to  diachargia 
from  the  89tb  Sept.  1765,  to  the  85th  Dec.  following,  the  awmities  a(- 
.   tending  such  part  of  the  joint  stock,  established  by  act  3  Geo.  3,  e.  0^  «n 
respect  of  several  oavy^  victuallii^,  and  tranaport  hi}la,  aqd  prdoWW9 
debentures  as  were  redeemed  in  porsnanoe  of  the  act  of  laat  aaasioii,  e.  9X  8,708  17  7| 

Upon  account,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  nay  and  dothing  of  the 

militia,  for  one  year,  beginning  the  S^th  Bfaroh  1766 ••       150,000   0  0 

— -, — I 

158,706  17   7j 
Mabcb  S4.  '        ■   *' 

To  be  employed  in  maintaining  and  (apporting  the  British  forts  and  settle- 
ments on  the  coast  of  Africa,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  oommittee  of 

merchants  trading  to  Africa ^•'- • 18,000   0  0 

Mabch  87.  ■■ 

U^  acconnt,  to  enable  hu  Majesty  to  discharge  such  nnaatiified  ckima 
and  demands  for  ezpencea  hicurred  daring  the  la|e  war  in  Germany,  aa 
appear  to  be  due  by  the  reiMrts  of  the  oumniisaioners,  appointed  by  his 
Btiyesty,  for  examininff  and  stating  such  claims  and  dcnandtt •  •  *       106,043  13  S 

Upon  account,  to  enable  his  Majevty  to  complete  thejpaymaot  of  the  money 
stipulated  by  treaty  to  be  paid  to  the  landgrave  or  Hesse  Caasel,  in  ex* 
tinction  of  all  demands,  under  the  title  of  reasonable  anccour  or  otherwiae        5Q,Q00   Q  ^ 

Upon  arcouot,  towards  enabling  the  Fonndting  Hospital  to  maintaiq  and 
educate  such  children  as  wero  received  into  the  itame,  on  or  before  the 
85th  March  1760,  from  the  3l8t  Dec  1765  exclusive,  to  3lat  1766,  iiH 
clunive,  to  be  issued  and  paid  fur  ilie  said  use,  without  foe  or  roward,  oc 
any  deduction  wbaiHoever  • .  •        3d^785    0  0 

And  further  for  the  said  om  and  to  be  issued  in  the  same  manner  upon 
account,  the  monies  remaining  unissued  of  thnae  granted  in  the  last  d^ 
jfkiQi  for  the  use  of  the  said  hospital,  amottatingm  •••••... «  1,167  10  <1 

189,936    3  fl 

ApaiL  10.  — !■■■     ■       '  " 

Tovardi  paying  off  and  difchaigini^tfMdBht  of  tta0  88ij  .... .«<•.«.. p.    l,jMOiKm  (H  < 


TbttoBc-tiiM  pvt  of  lb«  ntiwiniiy  wpkil  mmk  jii  tnmiite,  after  ikm 
tHe  oT^^  Y^  ecol.  ptv  aoouid,  gnwled  in  respew  of  oertoio  Mnr^r,  f  ie- 
tatUinsr*  ^^  traoapurt  bilts,  and  ordoanca  dewnturea,  deK? ered  io  and 
oflceUed,  pannaot  to  an  act  of  Geo.  S»  c.  9,  be  redeemed,  and  paid  off, 
00  the  35tD  Dec.  next,  a^'ter  discharging  tlie  interest  then  payable  in  m- 
ipeet  of  tbe  aaoM. 

TBeotide  Imp  ilaicily  to  fedeen,  and  pay  off,  one-lihipd  part  of  the  capital 


Cttt 


870,888    5    5| 


AnuLl4. 
To  naka  goal  tbe  dcfidencj  of  the  grania  fiir  the  aenrioe  of  17M 


9,070,888    5 
0 


% 


Total  of  tbe  SiippliefgnuitedthiiSeinon 8,S75,380  11    1| 

ssa^aiBacstBitfln^ 


Wah  axd  yimAin%f>rike  Year  1766.] 
The  UbviaR  are  the  Resolutioiia  of  the 
C4Mnwtfee  of  Ways  and  Meant : 

Jio.  51, 1766.  That  the  usual  terapo* 
nrj  duties  upon  nalt,  Ac  be  continued 
hm  tbe  dSrd  June,  1766,  to  the  24th 
Jone,  1767,  ISOfiOfH. 

Feb.  SI.  1.  Thai  tfie  osori  land  tax 
of  if.  in  the  pound  be  continued  for  one 
year,   from    the    t5tli    March,    1766, 

2L  That  proviaion  be  made,  to  remove 
ail  doubia  caacerning  the  aocortainiog  of 
ibe  dntiea  payable  upon  the  importation 
of  baen  doth  of  tbe  Bsannfiictiire  of  Rus- 
fo,  in  partaiOQoe  of  the  act  of  Jast  ses- 
ijoB,  chap.  43*  and  far  oopplying  an  omis- 
sioQ  in  the  said  act,  by  declaring  that  all 
unrated  hnen  cloth  and  diaper  ot  Russia, 
betog  m  breadth  more  than  32|  inches, 
aid  not  81^  inches,  were  b^  the  said  act 
tnteaded  to  be  rated  at  4^  for  every  1^ 
Ei^liah  eUa  thereof. 

March  10.  1.  That  the  duties  granted 
Qpoo  cydor  and  perry  by  the  act  of  Geo. 
S,c.  1%  shall  from  add  after  the  5th  of 
July  next  ensuinff,  cease,  determine,  and 
be  no  longer  paia 

^  Thaty  from  and  after  the  said  5th 
July,  an  additional  duty  of  6$.  per  hogs- 
bead,  be  laid  \ipon  all  cyder  and  perry, 
irbfch  shall  be  made  within  this  kingdom, 
and  sold  by  retail,  to  be  paid  by  the  re- 
tafler  thereof. 

5.  That,  from  and  after  the  said  5th 
1^,  an  additional  doty  of  8/.  per  ton,  be 
\BiattpoD  aO  cyder  and  perry,  which  shall 
\t  imparted  into  this  kinffdom. 

4.  That,  from  and  after  the  said  5th 

a\  a  duty  of  \6$.  Sd,  per  hogshead,  be 
upon  aB  cyder  and  perry,  which  shall 
ik  BHide  wkhin  this  kingdom,  and  sent  or 
consigaad  to,  and  received  by,  any  6ctor 
m  ageat,  to  be  sold  or  disposed  of,  the 
Hid  doty  to  bo  paid  by  such  &ctor  or 
agent. 
&•  Thaty  from  aad  after  the  aaid  5th 


July,  a  duty  of  6x.  per  hogshead,  be  laid 
upon  all  cvder  and  perry,  made  for  sale 
within  this  kingdom,  by  dealers  in,  or  re- 
tailers of  cyder,  or  perry,  from  fruit  of 
their  own  growth,  to  be  paid  by  such 
dealers  and  retailers. 

6.  That  the  said  duties  be  appropriated 
unto  such  uses  and  purposes,  as  the  dutiea 
granted  b^r-the  said  act,  made  in  the  Srd 
year  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign,  were 
thereby  maae  applicable. 

March  18.  That  the  sum  of  l,800,000iL 
be  raised  by  loans,  or  exchequer  bills,  to 
be  charged  upon  the  first  aids  to  be  grant- 
ed in  die  next  session  of  parliament,  and 
such  exchequer  bills,  if  not  discharged, 
with  interest  thereupon,  on  or  before  the 
5th  of  April,  1767,  to  be  exchanged  and 
received  in  payment,  in  such  manner  as 
exchequer  oiUs  have  usually  been  ex- 
changed and  received  in  payment. 

April  21.  1.  That  towards  the  supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  tbe  sum  of 
1,500,000^.  be  raised  m  manner  following: 
that  is  to  say,  the  sum  of  900,0007.  by  an- 
nuities, after  the  rate  of  S/.  per  cent,  to 
commence  from  the  5tli  January  last:  and 
die  sum  of  60(),00M.  by  a  lottery,  to  con- 
sist of  60,000  tickets,  every  blank  to  be  of 
the  value  of  67. ;  the  blanxs  and  prizes  .to 
be  attended  with  the  like  S  per  cent,  an^ 
nuities,  to  commence  from  the  5th  of  Ja-- 
nuary,  1767 ;  and  that  all  the  said  annul* 
ties  be  transferrahle  at  the  bank  of  Eng« 
land,  be  paid  half  yearly,  on  the  5th  July, 
and  the  5th  January,  in  every  year,  out 
of  the  sinkine  fund,  and  be  aiMed  to,  an4 
made  part  of,  the  j[oint  stock  of  8/.  per 
cent  annuities,  which  were  consolidated 
at  die  bank  of  England,  bv  cerUin  acts^ 
made  In  the  £5th  and  28tn  years  of  the 
reign  of  his  late  Majesty,  and  several  sub- 
sequent acts,  subject  to  redemption  by 
parliament  That  every  contributor  to« 
wards  the  said  sum  of  900,000/.  after^  his 
making  the  deposit  hereinafter  mention- 
ed, shall,  in  respect  of  every  60L  of  his 
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contribution  to  such  taniy  be  entitled  to 
receive  four  tickets  in  the  said  lottery, 
upon  payment  of  10/.  for  each  ticket ;  and 
that  every  contributor,  towards  the  said 
sum  of  900,000/.  shall,  on  or  before  the 
8th  of  May  next,  make  a  deposit,  with 
ihe  cashiers  of  the  bank  of  England,  of 
15/.. per  cent.,  in^art  of  the  monies  so 
to  be  contributed,  as  a  security  for  making 
the  future  payments  to  the  said  cashiers^ 
on  or  before  the  times  hereinafter  li- 
mited. 

•  And  that  all  the  monietf,  received  by 
the  said  cashiers^  be  paid  into  the  receipt 
of  his  Majesty's  exchequer,  to  be  applied, 
from  time  to  time,  to  such  services  as  shall 
then  have  been  voted,  by  this  House,  in 
this  session  of  parliament,  and  not  other- 
wise; and  that  every  contributor,  who 
ahaU  pay  in  the  whole  of  his  contribution, 
on  account  of  his  share  in  the  annuities 
attending  the  said  sum  of  900,000/.  at  any 
time  on  or  before  the  13th  of  October 
next,  or  on  account  of  his  share  in  the 
said  lottery,  on  or  before  the  14th  July 
next,  shall  be  allowed  an  interest,  by  way 
of  discount,  after  the  rate  of  3/.  per  cent, 
per  ann.  on  the  sum  so  completing  his 
contribution  respectively,  to  be  computed 
from  the  day  of  completing  the  same  to 
the  15th  of  Nov.  next,  in  regard  of  the 
sum  paid  on  account  of  the  first  mention- 
ed annuities,  and  to  the  15th  Sept.  next, 
in  respect  of  the  sum  paid  on  account  of 
the  said  lottery, 

2.  That  the  several  rates  and  duties, 
now  payable  upon  houses,  in  Ghreat  Bri- 
tain, do  cease  and  determine  from  and 
after  the  10th  October,  1766. 

S.  That,  from  and  after  the  10th  Oct 
1766,  there  shall  be  pmd  for  and  upon 
every  dwelline-hoose,  inhabited,  wluch 
now  is,  or  hereafter  shidl  be  erected, 
within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  the  yearly  sum  of  Ss» 
"  4.  That,  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct.,  1766,  there  shall  be  paid,  for  and 
upon  ever]^  dwelling-house,  inhabited, 
wnich  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be  erect- 
ed, within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  call- 
ed Scotland,  the  yearly  sum  of  Is. 

5.  That  the  several  rates  and  duties, 
now  payable  for  windows  or  lights,  in 
Great  Britain,  do  cease  and  determine 
from  and  after  the  said  10th  Oct,  1766. 

6.  That,  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct.,  1766,  there  shaU  be  naid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  every  dwelling  tiouse, 
inhabited,  or  to  be  inlumited,  within  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  which  shall  con- 


tain seven  windows,  or  lights,  and  no 
more,  the  yearly  sum  of  2d*  for  each  win- 
dow, or  light,  in  such  house. 

7.  That  from  and  after  the  sud  10th 
Oct.,  1766,'  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  every  dwellii^  hoiue, 
which  shall  contain  eight  windowB,  or 
lights,  and  no  more,  the  yearly  sum  of 
M,  for  each  window,  or  light,  in  such 
house. 

8.  That  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct,  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  every  sudi  dwelliog 
house,  which  shaJl  contain  nme  wmdovs, 
or  lights,  and  no  more,  the  yearly  sum 
of  Sd.  for  each  window,  or  light,  in  lucb 
house. 

9.  That  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct,  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelling 
house,  whidi  shsdl  contain  ten  fnndows,or 
lights,  and  no  more,  the  yearly  sum  of 
lOd.  for  each  window,  or  light,  in  such 
house. 

la  That  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  ere^ 
window,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelliog 
house,  which  shaU  contain  eleven  windows, 
pr  lights,  and  no  more,  the  yearly  sum  of 
1^..  for  each  window,  or  light,  in  soch 
house. 

11.  That  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct,  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  such  dwelling  house, 
which  shall  contain  twelve  windows,  or 
lights,  and  no  more,  the  yearly  sum  of 
Is.  2d,  for  each  window,  or  light,  in  such 
house. 

12.  That  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct,  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelliog 
house,  which  shall  contain  thirteen  win- 
dows, or  lights,  and  no  more,  the  yesHy 
sum  of  is.  4fd,  for  each  window  or  light, 
in  such  house. 

13.  That  from  and  after  the  said  lOth 
Oct.,  1766,  thelre  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  invevery  such  dwelliog 
house,  which  shall  contain  14, 15, 16,  Hi 
18,  or  19  windows,  or  lights,  and  no  more, 
the  jearly  sum  of  U.  ed  for  each  window, 
or  light,  m  such  house. 

14.  That  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct,  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelliog 
house,  which  shall  contain  20  windows,  or 
lights,  and  no  more,  the  jrearly  sum  or 
Is.  ^d.  for  eadi  window,  or  light,  m  such 
house* 

15.  That  from  and  after  the  sud  lOtb 
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Oct,  1766y  diefe  shall  be  paid  for  every 
iMsg,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelling 
boBK^  which  shall  contain  21  windows,  or 
fi^  and  DO  more,  the  yearly  sum  of 
\i.Si,  for  each  window  or  light  in  such 
hose. 

16.  That  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct.  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
viadow,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelling 
ioase,  whidi  shall  contain  22  windows,  or 
lights,  and  no  more,  tfie  yearly  sum  of 
If.  9d.  for  och  window  or  light  in  such 
kouse. 

17.  TIatfirom  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct.  1766^  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
wiodov^  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelling 
hoate,  vhich  shall  contain  23  windows,  or 
%bli^  sod  no  more,  the  yearly  sum  of 
]#.  JCdL  for  each  window  or  light  in  such 
house* 

la.  That  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
viiulow,  or  l%ht,  in  every  such  dwelling 
house,  which  shall  contain  24*  windows,  or 
%bt8,  and  no  more,  the  yearly  sum  of 
1^  ll(L  for  each  window  or  light  in  such 
boose. 

id.  That  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct  1766,  Uiere  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelling 
hoose,  which  shall  contain  25  windows,  or 
lights,  or  upwards,  the  yearly  sura  of  2f. 
for  each  window  or  light  in  such  house. 

20l  That  out  of  the  said  rates  and  duties 
there  be  set  apart  and  applied  to  the 
general  or  a^regate  ftind,  the  yearly  sum 
of  91,485/.  ^.  in  lieu  of  the  like  sum, 
which,  by  an  act  made  in  the  20th  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty,  was  directed 
to  be  aet  apart  and  applied  to  the  said  fund, 
oat  of  the  said  rates  and  duties  upon 
hcNMs,  and  wmdows  or  lights  diereby 
granted. 

21..  That  there  be  also  set  apart  out  of 

the  said  rates  and  duties,  the  yearly  sum 

of  dS,217^  lOf.  l|^t,  which  appears  to 

have  been  the  annual  produce,  upon  a 

tw^ww"  of  six  years  last  pest,  of  certain 

rates  and  duties  upon  houses,  and  windows 

Qc  ^ghts,  granted  by  an  act  made  in  the 

^Ist  year  of  his  said  hue  Majesty's  reign ; 

tod  that  such  yearly  sum  be  applied  to- 

ssrds  payment  of  the  annuities,  eswlished 

by  tbesmdact. 

22.    That  the  residue  of  the  produce  of 

the  said  lates  mid  duties  be  carried  to  the 

nnking  fund,  in  lieu  of  such  part  of  the 

•aid  duties  so  to  cesse  and  determine,  as 

irere  appJici^liB  to  such  fund,  and  also,  for 

aaluag  good  to  the  samoi  tfaojiajffleiits  to 


be  made  thereout,  of  the  annuities  attend- 
ing the  sum  of  1,500,000^. 

2S.  That  towards  raishig  the  supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  there  be  issued 
and  applied,  the  sum  of  215,000L  out  of 
such  monies  as  have  arisen,  and'  shaU  or 
may  arise,  of  the  surplus  monies;  and 
other  revenues  composing  the  fund,  com« 
monly  called  the  sinKing  fund. 

Ai>ril  29.  1.  That  the  sum  of  80,000^. 
remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exdiequer, 
which  was  granted  to  his  Majesty  in  tho 
last  session  of  parliament,  upon  account 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  pay  and 
clothing  of  the  militia  for  one  year,  be- 
ginning the  25th  March,  1765,  be  issued 
and  applied  towards  raising  the  siipply 
granted  in  this  session. 

2.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  181,00M. 
of  the  monies  agreed  to  be  paid  by  a  con- 
vention between  his  Majesty  and  the 
French  king,  concluded  and  signed  at 
Xiondon,  the27|h  Feb.  1765,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  late  French  prisoners  of 
war,  be  applied  to  ditto. 

3.  That  such  of  the  monies  remaming 
in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  for  the 
disposition  of  parliament,  and  as  shall  be 
paid  into  the  said  receipt  on  or  before  the 
5th  of  April,  1767*  of  the  produce  of  the 
duties  charged  by  an  act  made  in  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  upon  the  importa- 
tion and  exportation  of  gum  senega  and 
gum  arabic,  be  applied  to  ditto. 

4.  Th^t  a  sum,  not  exceeding  60,00tf  .  of 
such  monies  remaining  in  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer,  for  the  disposition  of  par« 
liament,  and  as  shall  be  paid  into  the  said 
receipt  on  or  before  5th  April,  1767,  of 
the  duties  granted  or  contintied,  by  an  act 
made  in  the  4th  year  of  his  Majesty's 
reign,  as  were  thereby  reserved  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  parliament,  towards  defraying 
the  necessary  expences,  of  defending,  pro- 
tecting, and  securing  the  British  colonies 
and  plantations  in  America,  he  applied  to 
ditto  for  maintaining  his  Majesty's  forces 
and  garrisons  in  the  plantations,  and  for 
provisions  for  the  forces  in  North  Ame- 
rica, Nova-Scotia,  Newfoundland  and  the 
ceded  islands,  for  1766. 

5.  That  j^rovision  be  made,  for  declar- 
ing that  the  additional  duties  granted  by 
an  act  made  in  the  Sd  year  of  nis  present 
Majesty's  reign,  upon  wines  imported, 
were  by  the  said  act,  intended,  and  ouriit, 
to  be  paid  without  any  discount  or  deduc- 
tion inwards,  or  drawback  on  re-exporta* 
tioB. 

May  5.    1.   For  pontmoing  the  19lh 
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contributioD  to  such  sum,  be  entitled  to 
receive  four  tickets  ia  the  said  lottery, 
upou  payment  of  10/.  for  each  ticket ;  and 
that  every  contributor,  towards  the  said 
sum  of  900,000/.  shall,  on  or  before  the 
8th  of  May  next,  m^ke  a  deposit,  with 
the  cashiers  of  the  bank  of  England,  of 
15/.. per  cent.,  in<^art  of  the  monies  so 
to  be  contributed,  as  a  security  for  making 
the  future  payments  to  the  said  cashiers', 
•n  or  before  the  times  hereinafter  li- 
mited. 

•  And  that  all  the  monietf,  received  by 
the  said  cashiers^  be  paid  into  the  receipt 
of  his  Majesty's  exchequer,  to  be  applies, 
from  time  to  time,  to  such  services  as  shall 
then  have  been  voted,  by  this  House,  in 
this  session  of  parliament,  and  not  other- 
wise; and  that  every  contiibutor,  who 
shall  pay  in  the  whole  of  his  contribution, 
on  account  of  his  share  in  the  annuities 
attending  the  said  sum  of  900,000/.  at  any 
time  on  or  before  the  13th  of  October 
next,  or  on  account  of  his  share  in  the 
said  lottery,  on  or  before  the  14th  July 
next,  shall  be  allowed  an  interest,  by  way 
of  discount,  after  the  rate  of  S/.  per  cent, 
per  ann.  on  the  sum  so  completing  his 
contribution  respectively,  to  be  computed 
from  the  day  of  completing  the  same  to 
the  15th  of  Nov.  next,  in  regard  of  the 
iBum  paid  on  account  of  the  first  mention- ' 
ed  annuities,  and  to  the  15th  Sept.  next, 
in  respect  of  the  sum  paid  on  account  of 
the  said  lottery. 

2.  That  the  several  rates  and  duties, 
now  payable  upon  houses,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, do  cease  and  determine  from  and 
after  the  10th  October,  1766. 

S.  That,  from  and  after  the  10th  Oct. 
1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  and  upon 
every  dwelling-house,  inhabited,  which 
now  is,  or  hereafter  shdl  be  erected, 
within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  the  yearly  sum  of  Se* 

4.  That,  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct,  1766,  there  shall  be  paid,  for  and 

Xn  ever]^  dwelling-house,  inhabited, 
ch  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be  erect- 
ed, within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  odl- 
ed  Scotland,  the  yearly  sum  of  1^. 

5.  That  the  several  rates  and  duties, 
now  payable  for  windows  or  lights,  in 
Great  Britain,  do  cease  and  determine 
from  and  after  the  said  10th  Oct,  1766. 

6.  That,  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct.,  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  every  owelling  Louse, 
inhabited,  or  to  be  inhwited,  within  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britam,  which  shall  con- 


tain seven  windows,  or  lights  and  do 
more,  the  yearly  sum  of  2e/.  for  each  win- 
dow, or  light,  in  such  house. 

7.  That  from  and  after  the  Kud  10th 
Oct.,  1766,*  there  shall  be  naid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  every  awelling  house, 
which  shall  contain  eight  windows,  or 
lights,  and  no  more,  the  yearly  sum  of 
6dL  for  each  window,  or  light,  in  Buch 
house. 

8.  That  from  and  after  the  ssid  10th 
Oct,  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelling 
house,  which  shall  contain  nine  windows, 
or  lights,  and  no  more,  the  yearly  lum 
of  ^d.  for  each  window,  or  light,  in  such 
house. 

9.  that  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct,  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelling 
house,  which  shaJl  contain  ten  windows,  or 
lights,  and  no  more,  the  yearly  sum  of 
lOflf.  for  each  window,  or  h'ght,  in  such 
house. 

la  That  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  eve^ 
window,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelling 
house,  which  shall  contain  eleven  windows, 
pr  lights,  and  no  more,  the  yearly  sum  of 
1^..  for  each  window,  or  light,  in  such 
house. 

11.  That  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct,  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
windbw,  or  light,  in  such  dwelling  house, 
which  shall  contain  twelve  windows,  or 
lights,  and  no  more,  the  yearly  sum  of 
U.  2d.  for  each  vrindow,  or  light,  in  socb 
house. 

12.  That  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct,  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwellingl 
house,  which  shall  contain  thirteen  wm^ 
dows,  or  lights,  and  no  more,  the  yesny 
sum  of  is.  4i/.  for  each  window  or  hff^ 
in  such  housel  . 

IS.  That  from  and  after  the  said  lOto 
Oct,  1766,  thert  shall  be  paid  for  every 
vrindow,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelluig 
house,  w\u<th  shall  contain  14<,  1^9 16r  1 '* 
18,  or  19  windows,  or  lights,  and  no  mm 
the  ;rearly  sum  of  1*.  6<fcfor  each  window^ 
or  light,  m  such  house.  ^ 

14.  That  from  and  after  the  said  iw 
Oct,  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
wmdow,  or  light,  in  every  such  dweumg 
house,  which  shall  contain  20  windows, » 
lights,  and  no  more,  the  yeariy  w»  " 
1*.  7rf.  for  each  window,  or  light,  w  sucn 

house.  -i  inth 

15.  That  from  and  after  the  8»d  1"" 
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Oct,  17^  there  ahaU  be  paid  for  erery 
vindoir,  or  light,  in  ereiy  sach  dwelling 
boQie,  which  shall  contain  21  windows,  or 
i^  and  no  more,  the  yearly  sum  of 
V%L  for  each  window  or  light  in  such 
bse. 

16.  That  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct.  1766»  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
viodow,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelling 
iouse,  which  shaU  contain  22  windows,  or 
lights,  and  no  more,  the  yearly  sum  of 
h.  9d.  for  each  window  or  light  in  such 
kouse. 

17.  That  from  and  after  the  said  10th 
Oct.  1766»  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  chrery  such  dwelling 
hooK^  iHiich  shall  contain  23  windows,  or 
%&d|,  and  no  more,  the  yearly  sum  of 
It,  IQd.  for  each  window  or  light  in  such 
Ibose. 

1&  That  from  and  after  the  said  lOdi 
Oct.  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelling 
house,  which  shall  contain  24  windows,  or 
Hghts,  and  no  more,  tlie  yearly  sum  of 
1^  WcL  for  each  window  or  light  in  such 
boose. 

19.  That  from  and  after  the  said  lOth 
Oc^  1766,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every 
window,  or  light,  in  every  such  dwelling 
hoase,  which  shall  contain  25  windows,  or 
lights,  or  upwards,  the  yearly  sum  of  2s, 
for  each  window  or  light  in  such  house. 

20.  That  out  of  the  said  rates  and  duties 
there  be  set  apart  and  applied  to  the 
general  or  aggregate  fbnd,  the  yearly  sum 
of  91,485^  ^d.  ill  lieu  of  the  liice  sum, 
which,  by  an  act  made  in  the  20th  ;^ear  of 
the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty,  was  directed 
to  be  set  apart  and  applied  to  the  said  fund, 
QQi  of  the  said  rates  and  duties  upon 
hooses,  and  windows  or  lights  thereby 
granieL 

2K  That  there  be  ako  set  apart  out  of 
the  said  rates  and  duties,  the  yearly  sum 
of  dS,217^  10*.  Ijic/.,  which  appears  to 
Iiave  been  the  annual  produce,  upon  a 
Qediain  of  six  years  last  past,  of  certain 
rates  and  duties  upon  houses,  and  windows 
or  lights,  granted  by  an  act  made  in  the 
31st  year  of  his  said  late  Majesty's  reign ; 
od  that  such  yearly  sum.  be  applied  to- 
wards  payment  of  the  annuities,  established 
by  thesaidact. 

22.  That  the  residue  of  the  produce  of 
the  said  rates  and  duties  be  carried  to  the 
sinking  fund,  in  lieu  of  such  part  of  the 
said  duties  so  to  cease  and  determine,  as 
were  ap{dicabie  to  such  fund,  and  also,  for 
vakiDg  good  to  the  aamci  the  payme&to  fee 


be  made  thereout,  of  the  annuities  attend- 
ing the  sum  of  1,500,000^. 

23.  That  towards  raising  the  supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  there  be  issued 
and  applied,  the  sum  of  215,0002.  out  of 
such  monies  as  have  arisen,  and'  shall  or 
may  arise,  of  the  surplus  monies;  and 
other  revenues  composme  the  fund,  com* 
monly  called  the  sinlcing  fund. 

A(iril  29.  1.  That  the  sum  of  80,(XM. 
remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer, 
which  was  granted  to  his  Majesty  in  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  upon  account 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  pay  and 
clothing  of  the  militia  for  one  year,  be- 
ginning the  25th  March,  1765,  be  issued 
and  applied  towards  raising  the  supply 
granted  in  this  session. 

2.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  181,000iL 
of  the  monies  agreed  to  be  paid  by  a  con- 
vention between  his  Majesty  and  the 
French  king,  concluded  ana  signed  at 
XfOndon,  the  27(h  Feb.  1 765,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  late  French  prisoners  of 
war,  be  applied  to  ditto. 
,  S.  That  such  of  the  monies  remaining 
in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  for  the 
disposition  of  parliament,  and  as  shall  be 
paid  into  the  said  receipt  on  or  before  the 
5th  of  April,  1767,  of  the  produce  of  the 
duties  charged  by  an  act  made  in  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  upon  the  importa- 
tion and  exportation  of  gum  senega  and 
gum  arabic,  be  applied  to  ditto. 

4.  Th^t  a  sum,  not  exceeding  6O,00M.  of 
such  monies  remaining  in  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer,  for  the  disposition  of  par- 
liament, and  as  shall  be  paid  into  the  said 
receipt  on  or  before  5th  April,  1767f  of 
the  duties  granted  or  continued,  by  an  act 
made  in  the  4Ui  year  of  his  Majesty's 
reign,  as  were  thereby  reserved  to  be  ais- 
posed  of  by  parliament,  towards  defrajring 
the  necessary  expences,  of  defending,  pro- 
tecting, and  securing  the  British  colonies 
and  plantations  in  America,  he  applied  to 
ditto  for  maintaining  his  Majesty's  forces 
and  garrisons  in  the  plantations,  and  for 
provisions  for  the  forces  in  North  Ame- 
rica, Nova-Scotia,  Newfoundland  and  the 
ceded  islands,  for  1766. 

5.  That  provision  be  made,  for  declar- 
ing that  the  additional  duties  granted  by 
an  act  made  in  the  Sd  year  of  his  present 
Majesty's  reign,  upon  wines  imported, 
were  by  the  sidd  act,  intended,  and  ought, 
to  be  paid  without  any  discount  or  deduc- 
tion inwards,  or  drawback  on  re^exporta* 
tion. 

May  5.    1.   For  pontioomg  the  19th 
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diMise^of  act  9  Mid  lO  Witt.  S^  e.  fi6»  and 
the  proviso  in  the  5th  clause  of  the  act  12 
Awa^  Stat*  1>  a  Id.  2»  £or  continuiog 
the  first  ^  clausea  of  the  act  8  Geow  1» 
<^  15.  5.  For  continuinff  the  aol,  2  Geow 
2»  c  S5»  as  amended  by  the  art  35  Geo.  3, 
a  S5«  4«  For  coBtmuing  the  act  5  Geow 
2,  c.  24r;  except  such  part  thereof  as 
relates  to  the  importatioo  and  exports* 
tion  of  fbreign  cooee  into  and  from  the 
British  colonies  in  America.  5.  For  con- 
tiouing  the  act  19  Gee.  2^  c  27.  6.  That 
liberty  be  panted  to  export  coals  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  islands  of  Guernsey, 
Jersev,  and  Aldemey»  annually,  free  of  toe 
duty  laid  upon  all  coals  exported,  by  the 
act  ef  last  session  ch^.  S5.  viz.  to  Guern- 
sey any  ouantity  of  coals  not  exceeding 
1^000  chndrons,  Newcastle  measure,  from 
the  port  of  Newcastle,  and  150  such  ehal- 
jkons  from  Swansey ;  to  Jersey  850  Iran 
Newcastle^  and  150  from  Swansey ;  and 
to  Aldemey  liO  from  Newcastle^  and  lO 

'  Item  Swansey.N 

May  8.  1.  That  provision  he  made  for 
dadartng,  that  the  power  granted  by  the 
act,  2  Geo.  S,  c.  5,  to  remove  spirits  made 
for  exportation  to  warehouses  for  home 
ooBsumpti4»n,  should  extend  to  such  spirits 
onlv,  as  are  made  from  com,  malt,  or 

'molasses. 

2.  That  from  and  afrer  the  Ist  of  Au- 
gust, 17G6,  there  be  paid  to  his  Majesty, 
upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of 
Italian  wrought  silks,  cdled  crapes  or 
fioanoies^  imported,  a  duty  of  17r.  Sd.  to 
be  paid  by  tne  importer,  over  and  above 
all  dtttiea  now  payable  thereon ;  and  that 
die  produce  of  the  said  doty  be  carried  to 
the  sinking-fund. 

3.  That  a  quantity  not  exceeding  30 
tons  weight,  m  any  one  year,  of  gum 
sen^gik  and  arable,,  be  allowed  to  be  ex- 
ported, free  of  duty,  under  proper  regula- 
tiona  and  restrictions^  to  Jrdand,  for  the 
lise  of  the  manufactures  there. 

4i.  That  authority  be  given  to  permit, 
under  proper  limita^ons  and  restrictions, 
the  impoitalion  into  this  kinsdom,  from 
the:  Isle  of  Man,  of  such  bumes  as  were 
brouffht  into  the  said  isle:  baore  the  Ist 
ci  Sufich,  1765y  on  payment  of  one  half 
of  theidd  sofamdy  only. 

MaT'  IO4  1.  That  aH  the  datiea  now 
payeUeon  the  impertatioa  of  cotton  wool 
maa  tht&kiDgdom  de  cease  and  determines 
%i  That^a  duty  of  Sff«.per  piece,  belaid 
upott^  aH  such  forein  hneadeth,.  called- 
cambric,  and  upon  French  lawns,  whieh 
skattbe.egqpMiled  into  tU&kingdom  teethe 


British  odohiea  and  pbntatiflpa  io  Aom 
rica.  Sk  That  the  duties  uaposed  by  « 
act  BUide  in  the  last  session  or  parUamen< 
upon  the  exportation  from  this  kingdoii 
or  wrought  ailks,  Benpb,  and  stuft  quxe 
with  silk  or  herba,  01  the  manufacture  ( 
Persia,  China,  or  Eaat-India,  and  callicoe 
printed,  dyed,  painted  or  stained  Uiere,  d 
cease  and  determine.  4i.  That  Aere  b 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  on  all  sue 
wrought  silkff*  Bengahi,  and  stufimixe 
with  silk  or  herba,  of  the  mmmfiM^ture  i 
Persia,  China,  or  East-India,  and  caUicoei 
printed,  dyed,  painted,  or  stained  then 
as  shall  have  been  pidilidy  sold  in  tfai 
kin^om,  on  or  before  a  certun  day,  to  b 
limited,  a  subsidy  of  poundage  after  tin 
rate  of  1«.  for  every  9bsw  of  the  value  a 
such  ^oods,  accordmg  to  the  gross  prio 
at  which  the  same  were  originally  sold,  a 
the  pubhc  sales  thereof,  such  sobsidj  t| 
be  paid  by  the  proprietors  of  the  auj 
eooos.  5.  That  there  be  granted  to  hj 
Majesty  a  like  subsidy  upon  all  wd 
wrought  stlka,  Bengda,  stimsy  and  ctill 
coes,  as  shall  be  poblidy  said,  on  or  aftff 
such  day  to  be  limited,  the  said  subsidy  t 
be  paid  by  the  East  Indk.*  Company,  fo 
such  of  the  said  gooda  as  shall  be  sold  fl 
their  public  sales,  and  by  the  buyer  of  tbi 
said  goods,  at  any  other  public  sale.  6 
That  the  monies  arising  by  the  said  sab 
sidies,  be  appropriated  in  like  manner  a 
the  duties  granted  by  die  said  act  weri 
thereby  appropriated.  7.  That  aU  suga^ 
which  sluul  be  io^poited  into  this'king£Hi| 
from  any  British  colony  or  plantation,  oi 
the  contment  of  America,  be  amdesubje^ 
to  the  like  dnties  as  are  now  payable  upoj 
the  imjwrtation  of  French  sugars. 

May  14h  1.  That  for  every  gallon  < 
single  brandy  sphits,.  or  aqua  yitae  imoof^ 
ed  into  Great  Britain  from  tx^ona  thl 
seas,  not  being  the  produce  of  the  BritisI 
colonies  and  plantations,  there  be  paid  b{ 
the  importer,  before  landing,  an  addition 
alduty  of6i. 

3.  That  for  every*  gallon  of  brandy  spj 
rits,  or  aqua  vitsa^  abore  proo^  common^ 
calleddouble  brandy,  imported  into  Gie^ 
Britain  from  beyond  the  aeas,  not  beinj 
the  produce  of  the  said  coloniea  and  plsntt 
tiona,  there  be  paid  by  Ae  importer,  befo^ 
landing,  an  adoitional  duty  of  liw 

di  That  the  said  dutiea  be  ^li^ 
the  same:  uses^  as  Aedutiaa  laid  on  braoi 
spirits  and  aqua  vitas,  bjr  tfaeatotSS  Gs^ 

2,  ch;  9;^  are  now  applicable. 

4.  That  lor  enooaraguBtftlMiexportatioi 

eCbampeA'coadBflezflBBBHBictMaad  in  Gism 
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Britain^  from  hemp  imported  from  foreign 
parts,  and  also  from  hemp  of  the  growth  of 
Great  Britam,  there  be  allowed  upon  the 
exportation  thereof,  a  bounty  of  2s.  ^.f 
for  erery  hundred  weight  of  such  pordage 
to  exported;  the  said  bounty  to  be  paid 
upon  the  exportation,  out  of  the  net  duties 
which  hare  been,  or  shall  be,  paid  upon 
the  importation  of  all  foreign  hemp  into 
this  kingdom. 
^  5.  Tbtt  for  encouraging  the  exporta- 
tion of  hempen  cordage  manufactured  in 
Greit  Britain,  the  drawback  of  2s.  lOd.1 
now  pijible  on  all  foreign  hemp  exportea 
froo  C^  Britain  to  roreign  parts,  do 
cesK^  determine,  and  be  no  longer  paid. 

6.  Hiat  such  part  of  the  duties  hid  by 
a  renhition  of  this  House,  of  the  10th 
kasntj  mon  sugars   imported  into  this 
kiogdam^  from  any  British  colony  or  plan- 
£arioo  on  the  continent   of  America,  as 
shall  arise  over  and  above  the  duties  now 
pyable  upon  sugars  so  imported,  be  paid 
into  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  and 
rescrred  for  the  disposition  of  parliament. 
7.  That  the  duty  of  9s,  laid  by  a  resolu- 
tioD  of  this  House  of  the  said  day,  upon 
eteiy  piece  of  cambric  and  French  lawns, 
exDorted  from  this  kingdom  to  the  British 
coionies  and  plantations  in  America,  be 
also  paid  into  the  said  receipt,  and  re- 
•erred  for  the  disposition  of  parliament. 
.   May  16.  1.  That  a  duty  of  1/.  lOs.  be 
paid  for  every  negro,  which  shall  be  export- 
ed in  foragn  vessels  from  the  island  of  Ja- 
maica.   2.  That  a  duty  of  11.  lOs-  be  paid 
/or  every  negro  which  shall  be  imported 
into  the  island  of  Dominica.    3.  That  a 
duty  of  6d.   be  paid  for  every  barrel  of 
Wf  and  pork,  which  shall  be  imported 
into  the  said  island  of  Dominica.    4.*  Tliat 
ft  duty  of  6d.  be  paid  for  every  firkin  of 
butter,  which  shall  be  imported  into  the 
said  idand.     5.  That  a  duty  of  6d.  be 
paui  for  every  cwt.  avoirdupois  of  sugar, 
which  shall  be    imported  mto  the  said 
island.    6.  That  a  duty  of  2s.  be  paid  for 
every  cwt.  avoirdupois    of  cocoa,  which 
Asll  be  imported  into  the  said  island.    7. 
That  a  duty  of  6d.  be  paid  for  every  100 
gallons  of  molasses,  wnich  shall  be  im- 
ported into  the  said  island.    8.  That  a 
<bty  of  6c/.  be  paid  for  every  cwt.  avoirdu- 
pois of  coffee,  which  shall  be  imported 
into  the    said   island.    9.  That  the  said 
duties  shall  be  applied  in  defraying  the 
eipence  of  carrying  into  execution  such 
directions  and  regulations,  as  may  be  given 
and  made  by  any  act  in  this  session  of 
parliament,  for  opening  and  establishing 
[VOL.  XV J.] 


any  ports  in  the  said  island,  for  the  more 
free  importation  and  exportation  of  goods 
and  merchandize,  and  for  maintaining,  se- 
curing,  and  improving,  such  ports.  10. 
That  no  other  duties  be  paid  upon  the  im« 
portatioo  of  any  foreign  American  goods, 
m  any  such  port  in  the  island  of  Dominica* 

11.  That  all  goods  of  American  produce, 
which  shall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom 
from  such  ports  as  may  be  so  open^,  in 
the  said  island  of  Dominica,  be  deemed 
foreign,  and  be  made  subject  to  the  same 
duties  respectively,  as  are  now  payable 

rn  the  importation  of  the  like  goods,  of 
produce  of  the  French  plantations  in 
America,  except  only  certain  quantities  of 
sugars,  coftee,  cocoa,  piemento,  and  gin* 
ger,  the  amount  of  the  importation  whereof 
shall  be  limited,  under  proper  regulations 
and  restrictions,  in  respect  of  the  produce 
of  the  said  goods,  within  the  saia  island. 

12.  That  the  said  duties  be  appropriated 
to  such  uses,  as  the  duties  upon  such  fo- 
reign goods  are  now  applicable  unto. 

On  the  day  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Mr.  Dowdeswell,  opend  the 
Budget  for  the  year  1766, 

Mr.  Nicholson  Calvert  rose  and  said : 

Sir ;  I  rise  up  to  pay  my  most  hear- 
ty and  sincere  congratulations,  not  only 
to  the  gentlemen  over  the  way,  but  to 
every  part  of  the  present  administration ; 
that  having  existed,  for  three  or  four 
months,  on  the  popularity  of  a  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt],  watered  and  re- 
freshed  by  the  court-like  compliments  of 
my  very  worthy  and  honourable  friend, 
(Mr.  Alderman  Beckford)  they  have  at 
last  arrived  (where  I  little  suspected  to 
have  found  them)  at  the  business  of  this 
day. 

As  the  hon.  gentleman  has  now  opened 
his  budget,  and  laid  before  us  the  Supply 
and  Ways  and  Means  of  the  year,  he  will 
give  me  leave  in  my  turn  to  open  ray  bud- 
get, which,  though  it  does  not  consist  of 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  I  have  yet  an 
accompt  of  debtor  ana  creditor  to  settle  as 
well  as  the  honourable  eentleman. 

The  administration  have.  Sir,  during 
this  session,  been  frequently  accused  of 
inactivity^  incapacity,  and  want  of  talents, 
for  government ;  which  they  have  as  often 
repidsed  by  appealing  to  the  people,  whose 
idols  they  profess  themselves  to  be. 

Now,  Sir,  as  I  am  one  of  those  people, 
aiid  not  the  less  so,J  hope,  for  having  a  seat 
in  this  House,  1  beg  leave  fiurly  and  honestly 
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to  look  into  their  accompt,'  and  see  how 
ftir  the  honourable  gentlemen  have,  or 
have  not,  kept  their  engagements  with  the 
people. 

'  Sir,  I  call  those  engagements  to  the 
people*  which  the  hon.  gentlemen,  when 
out  of  place,  year  afier  year,  asserted 
to  be  the  rights  properly  belonging  to  the 
people* 

In  stating  thfa  account.  Sir,  I  beg  to  be 
understood,  that  the  hon.  genUeman  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  over  the 
way  is  not  included  in  the  acoompt  gene- 
mi,  as  I  have  a  small  account  to  settle  widi 
kim  by  himself. 

I  beg  leave  likewise  to  put  America  out 
of  the  question,  a^that  happened  too  late 
to  make  any  part  of|  the  great  accompt, 
and  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  sinkmg 
fund:  for  with  that  gentlemen  seem  to 
think  they  have  discharged  aU  other  en- 
gittements. 

I  think  then,  Sir,  the  accompt  will  stand 
as  follows:  Ministry  debtor — Total  repeal 
of  cyder  tax.  Privilege  of  parliament  to 
assert.  Canada  bills,  payment  thereof  to 
procure.  Manilla  ransom  ditto.  Family 
compact,  treaties  to  meet  Late  ministry 
to  impeach.  Mr.  Pitt  never  to  forsake. 
These,  Sir,  are  the  engagements  which  I 
look  ujpoD  the  present  administration  to 
have  abssolutely  bound  themselves  to  the 
performance  of. 

Now,  Sir,  by  the  assistance  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  (Mr.  Pitt)  the  cyder  tax, 
or  at  least  the  objectionable  "part  of  it,  is 
Fepealed.  The  popularity  of  which,  or  at 
least  that  part  of  it  which  belonged  to  the 
bon.  gentleman,  is  more  than  balanced 
by  a  most  black  and  impotent  attempt  to 
undermine  the  militia. 

Privile^  of  parliament  not  yet  asserted. 
Canada  bills  not  yet  paid.  Manilki  ran* 
•om  ditto.  Family  compact  to  meet,  no 
steps  yet  taken.  Late  ministry  very  merry, 
no  fear  of  being  impeached.  Mr.  Pitt  not 
yet  minister,  but  kept  where  he  is  by  his 
very  sincere  firiends,  for  the  good  of  his 

There  now  remains  nothing  but  that 
small  accompt  before  mentioned  with  the 
honourable  gentleman.  He,  Sir,  stood 
^ngc^S^d  singly  for  a  reduction  of  the  land 
tax.  ^  He  has.  Sir,  greatly  to  his  honour, 
convinced  us  that  could  not  be  done,  as 
there  were  the  same  objtotions  against  it 
this  vear  as  the  last. 

1  nave  now,  Sir,  gone  through  my  bu- 
siness ;  and  I  diink.  Sir,  not  been  able  in 
this  whole  account  to  fit )d  the  boa.  gentle- 


men, who  have  made  this  appeal  so  repeat- 
edly to  the  people,  have  i\ilmled  their  en* 
gagements  in  any  one  point  whatever. 

Xmust,  thererore,  beg  leave.  Sir,  to  de- 
clare it  as  my  opinion,  that  if  tSose  gentle- 
men, by  their  faction  and  cabal,  keep  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  out  of  power,  (in 
whom  there  is  not  the  least  backwardness 
or  disinclination  to  come  forth,  whenever 
called  upon  by  his  sovereign,  and  who 
alone,  I  think,  at  this  hour,  is  able  to  do 
his  country  essential  service — and  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  nation  goes  with 
me)  I  see  quite  as  much  reason  for  oppos- 
ing the  present  as  the  last  administration: 
for  if  this  country  is  to  be  undone,  it  mat- 
ters  not  to  me  whether  ft  falls  a  sacrifice 
to  the  rashness  and  temerity  of  one  set 
of  men,  or  the  inability  or  impotencjr  d 
another. 

The  Kinfs  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the 
Session.*^    June  6.   The  King  came  to 

*  "  ft  was  obvious,  on  the  prorogation  of 
parliament,  that  tb^  ministry  woaM  not  lon^ 
retain  their  station.  Bven  liefore  that  periM 
they  appeared  to  have  adopted  a  system,  and 
a  mode  of  conduct,  which  was  not  agreeable  to 
the  sovereign.  One  cause  of  offimce  wu  the 
delay  in  applying  to  parliament  for  a  profision 
for  the  King  8  younger  brothers.  The  miois- 
tersliad  given  strong  hopes  of  obtaioine  it,  bat 
afterwards,  through  inattention  orembarraiK- 
ment,  omitted  carrying  their  promises  intoef* 
feet,  till  tlie  committee  of  supply  was  dosed. 

*«  Sensible  that  administration  possessed  ao^ 
ther  extensive  popularity,  nor  the  coofideace  of 
the  crown,  the  dake  of  Graflon  resigoed  tbe 
seals  of  secretary  of  slate,  which,  being  refined 
by  lord  Hardwicke,  were  deiiFered  to  tbe  dukt 
of  Richmond ;  lord  Hardwicke,  however,  tc^ 
cepled  a  seat  in  the  cabinet,  and  thus  lent  bi« 
aid  to  the  administration,  althooffh  be  dectioed 
a  situation  attended  with  emoloment.  T^ 
duke  of  Grafton  joalified  his  restgnatioo  by  de- 
claring that  tbe  ministry  wanlM  atrength  t(^ 
guide  the  behn  with  snooeaa ;  be  did  nat  ol^ect, 
be  said,  to  their  persona,  or  prooeediogs,  M 
was  convinced  Mr.  Pitt  alone  could  giv^ 
strength  and  solidity  to  government.  Uodc^ 
him,  ne  would  be  wfllii^  to  serve  in  any  capai 
city,  not  exclusiTely  aa  a  general  officer,  bul 
even  as  a  piotfieer,  and  woald  take  op  a  sptde 
or  a  mattock.  Actuated  by  the  same  seotii 
ments,  aeveral  other  persons,  of  great  uleoM 
and  popularity,  refuaed  offices  tendered  by  tb^ 
ministry  ;  and  surely,  considering  these  cir^ 
cnmstances,  it  ill  became  tbe  Rockingham  tdi 
ministration  to  attribute  their  loss  of  power  to  ^ 
cabal,  a  double  cabinet,  or  a  closet  jooto ;  es- 

Kecially  after  general  Conway's  dedaration  tbal 
e  neither  knew,  saw,  or  feH  a  secret  iufluencc. 
<'  The  immediate  c»use  of  the  dismisaioa  <^ 
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the  Hooae  of  Peen,  ind  dosed  the  teMkNi 
wkh  die  foUowing  Speech  to  bolh  Houses: 
**  M J  Lords  and  Genllenieny 
«<It»with  the  utmost  satisfaclion  Umt 
I  ksfe  oboerved  the  wisdom  and  moderli^ 
tioii»  which  have  unifonDly  guided  you» 


te  nimslry  b  attributed  to  an  intrigue  of  the 
M  chMMriHor  Northington,  who  had  kmg 
awitfrnflatgd  their  feeble  tUte,  and  meditalad 
Ihew  oemhiowr.  Soon  after  the  prorogation 
of  pariiameai,  the  afftira  of  Canada  ooenpied 
the  attcalin  of  the  eeuneil.  The  proetema- 
tion  iflMsi  in  1764,  by  wbieh  all  the  lawe  of 
Great  JMtBin  were  introduced  into  the  new 

great  oanfusion  nod 

The  aativee  oonipiained  tbat  their 

lane  ef  nieperty  were  OTertoned,  and  new 

eas  wtehlishedy  to  the  principiee  of  which 

fhnr  were  alreBgen«  and  ereo  uoao^oaioted 

witn  the  huignage  in  which  the  decitioDS  of 

the  jodgca  were  to  be  pronounced.   Lieolenant 

gnaeral  Mormy,  soremor  of  the  piwioce»  had 

ftamed  eefemlerdooaancee  in  pnreuanceef  the 

,  but  the  board  of  trade,  in  their 

them  iajudiciouey  and 

lugnlataona   were   evidently 

The  papef*  reletif e  to  theee  diipolm  bed^ 

in  the  ceurte  of  the  winiery 
itted  from  the  couneil  office  to 
Yorke  and  De  Grey,  the  attorney 
lad  ealieitor  peneral,  who,  fnHU  that  aaid 
•ibsr  inieimition  which  they  cotlected,  pre- 
ptrtd  a  report  for  the  consideration  of  the 
obiaet.  Thv  report  ewnlsiued  a  pbn  ior  the 
rivil  geretument  ef  dnebee ;  the  principal 
tenre  ef  which  wee,  to  leave  to  the  Nitiref 
tbrir  eneieBt  rishls  of  prepertjrf  or  eitil  lawe, 
aad  la  ISBsper  the  rineiir  of  their  oriawnal  code, 
^  the  more  eqnitule  and  liberal  syitem  of 
Mgheh  juriepnidence.  At  the  first  meeting 
of  Uie  cabioet  to  contider  thii  subject,  which 
tssk  phMM  sa  the  Lord  Chancellor's  bouse,  he 
ilsclsred  an  entire  disapprobatioo  of  the  report, 
dsMied  la  eonm  particular  rt|^lationi,  and 
pm  bia  opinion,  that  no  proposition  should  be 
~  by  the  cabinet,  until  thejr  had  pro- 
aeomptete  code  ef  the  laws  of  Canada ; 
which  would  occesioo  a  delay  of 
year :  he  also  complaiaed  of  some 
Dss  of  ioatlentien  which  he  bad 
the  UMCting  WM  dissolved  with> 
any  definitive  resolution,  aad  bo- 
one  could  be  cenveoedy  the  Lord 
Chancellor  declared  his  resolution  to  attend  no 
■era.  Tharestof  the  cabinet,  considering  the 
besinesu  ef  sufficient  importance  to  demand 
their  imosediate  aHeelion,  held  two  more  meet- 
M0  at  the  duke  of  Richmond's  house,  at 
Whitehall.  The  attorney-general,  who  had 
poacifMlly  frassed  the  report,  and  the  solicitor- 
gnernl^  awistcd  i  Mr.  Yorke  fi^ave  the  cabinet 
smple  inlermatioo  en  the  nrincipleo  by  which 
he  »aa  guidsd^  and  ebvialed  every  obj^ion  to 
the  finsTadoptieoof  hie  plan,  by  proposing  that 
a  shsny  be  asnb  to  Ooebee  fo  tho  inspeetien 
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through  the  many  important  ddiberationa 
in  which  you  have  been  engaged  during 
the  course  of  this  long  and  interesting 
session  of  parliament :  I  |>ersun3e  myself 
that  the  most  salutary  effiects  must  be  the 

—  »■■■■■'■  ■■  — ^^^  ■■  ■      M«        I       »■ 

of  governor  Carletoa,  and  the  cok>nia1  crown 
lawyers,  and  submitted  to  their  consideration,^ 
with  Instructions  to  return  it  corrected  accord- 
ing to  their  judgment,  with  a  complete  code  of 
the  laws  and  ordounances  of  Csnada.  At  the 
last  of  these  oabinet  councils,  every  difficulty 
appeared  to  be  obviated ;  lord  Egmont,  who  re- 
commended the  measure  of  consoltuig  the  at- 
tomejr  and  selieiler  general,  went  out  of  town, 
declaring  his  willingncM  to  confide  his  judg« 
ment  to  their  dedsioo ;  and  the  attorney-gene- 
ral himself,  conceiving  his  presence  no  longer 
requisite,  retired  into  the  country.  At  Uiia 
period  the  stability  of  the  ministry  was  ex* 
tremdy  doubtful ;  but  as  the  private  intentiona 
of  the  Chancellor  were  not  known,  their  imme- 
ditle  dIsaHnlon  was  not  expected. 

**  The  day  aucceeding  the  last  cabiaet  conn* 
cil,  the  Leril  Chancellor,  at  an  audience,  in« 
IbrnMd  the  King,  that  the  ministry  could  noi 
rslain  their  situatMna,  declined  attending  aay 
SMie  cabiaet  BMetin({8,  aad  refused,  under  suck 
eireumsianecs,  to  hold  the  |nne«l  seal. 

**  The  mseimion  to  dismim  the  ministry  waa 
speedily  adopted,  and  the  eyes  of  Ihe  court 
were  naturally  tamed  to  Mr.  Pitt,  wheee  popu* 
lerity  combMcd  undimiaished,  and  who  bad 
recently  acquired  a  large  estate  from  the  be^ 
^usst  of  we  WilliaSft  Pyasent.  The  negooia* 
tion  was  opened  by  offering  a  certe  hlanche  a 
and  genSnl  Conway,  who  retained  his  situation 
ef  aeeretary  of  stale,  assisted  in  OMking  the 
new  arrangement. 

"  When  Mr.  Pilt,  thus  assislsd,  bad  formed 
an  adminislralNNi,  lord  Temple  waa  invited  to 
a  conforence  with  the  King,  and  lord  Northing<i 
ton.  The  neal  day,  he  saw  Mr.  Pitt,  who 
said,  that  considering  his  hNrdship  indiooensablei 
he  bad  requested  the  King  to  send  for  nim,  aad 
make  him  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  and  at  the 
Heme  lime  produced  a  Kst  of  persons  who  were 
to  take  plaeea  under  them,  whicbf  be  added, 
waa  not  to  be  altered.  Lord  Templci  hurt  at 
this  peremptory  declamtion,  comnlalacd  of  un< 
generous  treatment,  aad  intimated  tbat  he  could 
not  acoept  a  situatbm  of  high  respoastbility, 
wdem  he  had,  at  least,  an  equal  share  of  powet 
with  Mr.  FiH.  During  the  conference,  lord 
Temple  exerted  every  effort  to  effect  an  ac* 
cemaMdatiea  :  he  concsded  that  his  brother, 
Mr.  Greaville,  sbouki  support  the  ministry 
without  either  place  or  influence :  he  nomineted 
earl  Gower  aad  bird  Lytteltoa  to  officiol  situa- 
tteae,  but  they  beiRg  positively  rejected,  he 
aaid,  flhiseenduct  shewed  Mr.  Pitt's  determi* 
nation  to  he  sole  aud  absdute  dietiior,  to  which 
be  would  act  submit,  and  ctosed  the  conferenee 
with  seme  eevsre  ebservalioas  oa  Mv.  Pitt's 
want  of  geuerosityand'  ktndnesa. 

•*Tbus  was  dissolved,  in  anger,  tkatooi^ 
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natural  result  of  deliberations  conducted 
upon  such  principles. 
**  Gentlemen  of  tl)e  House  of  CommonSy 
**  I  thank  you  for  the  supplies,  which 
you  have  so  cheerfully  given,  for  the.  se- 
veral establishments,  and  for  the  support 

nexion  between  the  two  brothers  which  had 
subsisted  so  many  years ;  which  ^as  fortified 
by  a  participation  of  official  honours  and  public 
accJamctions ;  which  was  considered  too  firm 
for  chance,  and  rattier  to  be  strengthened  than 
enfeebled  by  time. 

*'  Difested  of  so  respectable  a  eoadjutor,  Mr. 
Pitt  proceeded  in  the  formation  of  a  ministry, 
though  aware  of  being  embarrassed  by  difficult 
ties  hitherto  unforeseen.  But  the  greatest  dif- 
ficulty arose  from  his  own  ardent  and  decisive 
temper,  aggravated,  probably,  by  suiferings 
arismg  from  ill  health.  The  consciousness  of 
his  great  talents,  which  bad  so  long  secureil  to 
him  an  unlimited  ascendancy  in  the  councils  of 
the  nation,  rendered  biro  bold  in  his  undertak- 
ings, and  confident  in  his  powers ;  but  hn  was 
at  the  same  tima  lofty,  inflexible,  and  uogra- 
doas.  A  kindness,  offered  by  htm,  was  scarcely 
less  mortifying  tban  a  refusal  from  persons  en- 
dowed with  mater  suavity  of  demeanor.  The 
had  effects  of  this  failing  had  been  counteracted 
by  the  more  affable  manners  of  lord  Temple ; 
but  Mr.  Pitt  now  found  that  it  subjected  him  to 
many  mortifications :'  in  selecting  a  cabinet, 
he  had  no  resource  in  bis  own  mind,  and  no 
mode  of  conciliating  the  esteem,  or  satisfying 
the  expectations  of  his  coadjutors,  but  by  the 
distribution  of  pensions. 

*'  The  arrangements  were  at  length  made ; 
the  duke  of  GrafUm,  not  destined  to  carry  a 
mattock,  but  to  appear  as  a  general  officer,  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  treasury.  Cbaries 
Townsbend  was  constituted  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  and  intrusted  with  the  nuinagement 
Of  the  House  of  Commons.  Lord  Sbelburae 
vras  appointed  secretary  of  state  for  the  southern 
depaitmenf.  Lord  Camden,  Mr.  Pitt's  chosen 
friend,  and  constant  adherent,  was  raised  to  the 
high  office  of  lord  chancellor.  The  earl  of 
Northington,  thus  depri? ed  of  the  great  seal, 
succeeded  the  ear^  of  Wiochelsea  as  president 
of  the  council.  The  marquis  of  Graoby  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  army.  Mr.  Pitt, 
though  in  fact  the  leader  of  the  administration, 
to)k  only  the  office  of  lord  privy  aeal :  he  was 
created  a  peer  by  the  title  of  earl  of  Chatham. 

'<  On  the  conclusion  of  these  arrangements 
Ibe  Rockingham  administration  were  dismiss- 
ed ;  they  retired  from  their  offices  at  the  ex- 
press command,  as  they  bad  accepted  them  at 
the  earnest  request,  of  their  royal  master.  Their 
expulsion  was  no  less  ungraaoos  than  sudden, 
as  they  were  accused  of  no  fault  or  error  in  con- 
duct, and  they  had  the  mortification  of  seeing 
many  of  their  subalterns,  and  those  whom  they 
bad  brought  inU>  place,  follow  the  standard  of 
their  ri? als  ^  the  example  being  set  by  general 


of  public  credit ;  aind  you  may  rest  assar-l 
edy  that  no  economy  will  be  wanting,  to| 
render  them  effectual  for  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  granted. 

*<  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
*'  The  present  general  disposition  of  all 

"  Tbe  marquis  of  Rockingham's  retreat  pro- 
duced some  exhibitions  of  regret,  and  a  few  at- 
tempts to  render  his  exit  illustrions ;  but  tbej 
were  merely  personal  and  local,  being  conBoed 
to  those  classes  of  society  who  were  prindpally 
benefited  by  his  adromistration,  and  to  Uiom 
districts  where  his  influence  particularly  pre- 
vailed. 

"I^rd  Chatham  was  assailed  with  all  the 
virulence  of  party  malice.  He,  who  was  lately 
accused  of  bullying  the  marqub  of  Rocking- 
ham, was  now  decried  for  croncbin|;  to  lord 
Bute ;  he  who  bad  resigned  an  official  sitaa- 
tion,  because  he  would  not  be  rcspoostble  for 
measures  which  he  could  not  guide,  was  sow 
supposed^ tbe  willing  agent  of  men  whom  he 
did  not  approve.  Though  he  had  reoeatly  de- 
clarec^in  parliament,  that  he  could  notsabinit 
to 'be  minister,  where  he  felt  an  over-rolin; 
influence,  and  that  his  objection  to  lord  Bate 
was  personal,  and  not  national)  he  was  now  de- 
cried as  the  dupe  of  lord  Bute,  and  cootemp- 
tuoosly  reproached  with  being  canght  Id  a 
Scotch  trap.  The  city  of  Londin,  where  be 
had  so  lately  been  idoliased,  repeatedly  deciioed 
presenting  an  address  on  his  appoiotaest. 
Every  engine  of  calumny  was  employed  to 
render  his  conduct  odious^t  his  peerage  waia 
never-failing  source  of  invective;  his  quarrel 
with  lord  Temple  was  unsparinp;ly  discuned ; 
and  a  pamphlet  of  conside^ble  size  was  formed 
by  tbe  republicatinu  of  paragraphs  which  ap- 
peared against  him  in  the  newspapers,  oo  this 
single  occasion."    Adolphus. 

"  Mr.  Pitt  projected  an  administratioo  tbat 
should  include  men  of  all  parties.  Be  profMied 
lord  Temple  to  be  first  commissioDer  of  tbe 
treasury  ;  but  that  nobleman,  being  now  poliii' 
cally  connected  with  his  brother,  wished  for  a 
greater  ahare  of  power  to  the  Grenrille  sup- 
porters, than  Mr.  Pitt  thought  expedient ;  sDd, 
as  they  could  not^agree  on  the  terms  of  ibe 
other  appointments,  his  lordship  would  not  ac- 
cept of  the  jiroffered  ofiice.  At  length  tbe 
duke  of  Grafton,  who  had  been  secretsry  of 
state  in  the  marquis  of  Rockingham's  sdmiDis- 
tration,  was  made  first  lord  uf  the  treasury,  aod 
general  Conway,  another  member  of  tbe  Wbig 
party,  was  continued  secretary  of  state ;  bii 
colleague  was  tbe  earl  of  Shelbume,  a  noble- 
man of  considerable  abilities,  possessiog  a  (^^^ 
extent  of  literary  and  political  ioformatioi^  s 
warm  admirer  and  zealous  snpporter^rf  ^f* 
Pitt,  and  an  adopter  of  his  opinioot  ^ 
neither  Whig  confederacies  nor  court  csbau, 
but  talents  assi««ted  by  public  opinion,  atosoa 
participating  and  directmg  its  energies,  ou((D( 
to  govern  this  country ;  and  tbat  appoiotflMsM 
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die  powers  of  Europe  Beems  to  indicate  a 
coDtinnaDoe  of  peace :  and  it  is  my  earnest 
iestre  to  presenre  the  general  tranquillity, 
W  fulfilling,  on  my  part,  all  the  engage- 
ments I  am  under  by  treaties ;  and,  on 
\hb  fouodatioo,  I  may  reasonably  hope 

of  trait  in  the  vsnoos  departments  of  the  stale 

should  be  conferred  acoonUog  to  the  appro- 

pmie  filiMi  of  the  person  to  be  nomiosted. 

Mr.  CViaiVeiTowiisbeDd,  recently  a  member  of 

the  GmiiHt  prty,  wss  sppoioted  chsnceilor 

of  ihe  eicM|iier  ^    lord  chief  jasfice  .Pratt, 

created  M  Camden,  was  made  chancellor; 

his  prrdnwor,  the  earl  of  Northington,  be- 

ctme  pRBdeot  of  the  cooocil ;  and  Mr.  Pitt 

bindftook  the  priTy-seal.     He  was  now 

esMn  Oeopser  House,  under  the  title  of 

th"  ori  of  Chslbam ;  but  his  acceptance  of  a 

fwa^  JcMoned  the  popolarity  ot  this  iilos- 

»»of  ftstoiDsn.    If  the  case  be  impartially 

f>oodered,  the  fint  man  of  bis  sge  and  country 

^^ceptiofl^  high  rank,  affords  oo  ground  for  cea- 

wre.    Oq  the  verge  of  sixty,  and  oppressed 

vitb  bodily  infirmity,  he  had  become  less  fit 

ti»o  fbrmerly  for  therehementand  contentious 

dfqoeoce  ot*  the  House  of  Commons.    His 

*»^aod  patriotism  might  operate  in  the 

upper  u  well  as  in  the  lower  House ;   and  the 

*iice  which  he  held  in  administration  had  no 

coooedioB  with  one  House  more  than  with  the 

other.   There  is  nothing  inconsistent  with  true 

greatnesi,  in  desiring  to  fouud  a  family  ;  and 

the  peerage  can  noTer  receive  more  honourable 

aooetsioiis,  than  from  those  wbo  bsve  exerted 

distinguislied  ability  in  performing  eminent 

•*"^^"    Bisset 


lord  Chesterfield,  in  his  Letters  to  his  Son, 
tif9  the  following  account  of  these  ministerial 
cbaoges: 

<*  /one  13, 1766.   What  account  shall  I  give 

yoQ  of  ministerial  affairs  here  ?    I  protest  1  do 

iMtkaow:  your  own  description  of  them  is  as 

exact  a  one  as  any  I,  who  am  upon  the  place, 

casftfe  you.    It  is  a  total  dislocation  and  de- 

ramamt ;  consequently  a  total  inefficiency. 

When  the  duke  of  Graflon  quitted  the  seals,  be 

gare  tkat  very  reason  for  it,  in  a  speech  in 

tbe  House  of  Lords :    he  declared,  *  that  he 

had  DO  objection  to  tbe  persons  or  to  the  mea- 

cares  of  the  present  mioisterB ;    but  that  he 

iltoogbt  they  wanted  strength  and  efficiency  to 

Ctfry  on  proper  measures  with  success;    and 

tl>a  he  knew  but  one  man  (meaning,  as  you 

till  easily  suppose,  Mr.  Pitt)  who  could  give 

tbem  that  strength  and  solidity ;   thst  under 

ihs  person,  he  should  be  willing  to  senre  in 

uy  capacity,  not  only  as  a  general  officer,  but 

u  a  pioneer ;  and  would  take  up  a  spade  and  a 

b&ttock.'    When  he  quitted  the  sesis,  they 

Vffe  offered  first  to  lord  £gmont,  then  to  lord 

Bardwicke;  who  both  declined  them,  probsbly 

for  tbe  same  reasons  that  made  the  duke  of 

Grafton  resign  them;   but  after  their  going  a 

befgiog  for  soom  time,  tbe  dnke  of  Richmond 

be^  th«B|  sad  has  ibemjuuis  de  mieus,** 


and  expect  the  aame  strict  performance  of 
those  engagements  which  other  power* 
are  under  to  my  crown« 

**  The  many  regulations  which  you 
have  made,  for  extending  and  promoting 
the  trade  and  manufi&ctures  of  ureat  Bn^ 


*<  July  1 1, 1766.  Here  are  great  bostles  al 
court,  and  a  great  change  of  persons  is  certaini  v 
very  near.  You  will  ask  roe,  perhaps.  Who  is 
to  be  out,  and  who  is  to  be  in  P  To  which  1  an» 
swer,  I  do  not  know.  My  conjecture  is,  that, 
be  the  new  settlement  what  it  will,  Mr.  Pitt  will 
beat  the  head  of  it.  If  he  is,  I  presume,  quUl 
aura  mi$  de  Peau  dans  ton  vin  par  rapport  d 
Sly  lord-  Bute ;  when  thst  sImII  come  to  be 
known,  as  known  it  eertsinly  will  soon  be,  he 
may  bid  adieu  to  his  ponulsnty." 

'«  August  1, 1766.  The  curtain  was  at  last 
drawn  up,  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  disco* 
vered  the  new  actors,  together  with  some  of 
the  old  ones.  I  do  not  name  them  to  you,  be* 
cause  to-morrow's  Gazette  will  do  it  full  as 
well  as  I  could.  Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  carte 
blanche  given  him,  named  every  one  of  them  t 
but  whst  would  you  think  he  named  himself 
for?  Lord  Privy  Seal;  and  (what  will  ss^ 
tonisb  yon,  as  it  doesevwy  mortaihere)  earl  of 
Chatham.  The  joke  here  is,  that,  he  has^bad 
a/all  upstairs^  and  has  done  himself  so  much 
hurt,  that  he  will  never  be  able  to  stand  upon 
his  legs  sgain.  Svery  body  is  puzzled  how  to 
account  for  this  step ;  though  it  would  not  be 
the  first  time  that  great  abilities  hsve  been 
duped  by  low  cunnmg.  But  be  it  what  it  will, 
he  is  now  certainly  only  earl  of  Chatham  ;  end 
no  longer  Mr.  Pitt,  in  any  respect  wliateter. 
Such  an  event,  I  Jbelieve,  was  never  resd  no^ 
heard  of.  To  withdraw,  in  the  fulness  of  bis 
power,  and  in  the  utmost  mtification  of  his 
ambition,  from  the  House^f  Commons  (which 
procured  him  his  power,  and  which  could  alone 
msure  it  to  him)  and  to  go  uito  that  Hospitsl 
of  Incurables,  tne  House  of  Lords,  is  s  mea* 
sure  so  unsocountsMe,  thst  nothing  but  proof 
positive  could  have  made  me  to  believe  it :  hot 
true  it  is.  Lord  Shelbnrne  is  your  secretary  of 
state ;  Cbaries  Townshend  has  now  the  sole 
management  of  the  HooscJ  of  Commons;  but 
how  long  he  will  be  content  to  be  only  lord  Chat> 
ham's  vicegerent  there,  is  squestion  which  I 
will  not  pretend  to  decide.  There  is  one  very 
bad  sign  for  lord  Chatham,  in  his  new  dignity  ; 
which  is,  that  aH  bis  enemies,  without  exempt 
tion,  rgoice  at  it :  and  all  his  friends  sre  stnpi- 
fied  and  dumb  fiwnded.  If  I  mistake  not 
much,  he  will  in  the  course  of  a  year  enjoy  per- 
Icct  o^ittsi  ctun  dignitate,^* 

"  August  14, 1766.  It  is  eertain,  that  Mr. 
Pitt  has,  by  his  dignity  of  esrl,  hai  the  greatest 
part  of  his  popularity,  especially  in  the  city ; 
and  I  believe  the  Opposition  will  be  very  strong, 
and  perhaps  prevail,  next  session,  in  the  House 
of  Commons ;  there  being  now  nobody  there, 
who  can  have  the  antbori^  and  ascandait  ^j ar 
thcB»  that  Pitt  had." 
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tauDy  and  fbr  seUling  the  niiitual  inter- 
oomrse  of  my  kingdoms  and  plantatioii8» 
in  such  a  inanner  as  to  provide  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  colonies  on  a  plan  of  due 
stdsordination  to  the  commercial  interests 
ef  the  mother  country,  are  the  strongest 
proofe  of  your  equitable  and  con^rehen- 
live  regard  to  the  weUhre  of  all  my  domi* 
fiions  \  an  object  truly  worthy  of  a  British 
parliament* 

'  <*  It  shall  be  my  endeavour  that  such 
care  be  taken,  as  may  tend  to  secure  and 
improve  thef  advantages  which  may  be  ex- 
pected from  such  wise  and  salutary  provi- 
sions. 

«  I  have  nothing  further  to  recommend 
to  you,  than  that  you  will  exert  your  best 
todeavours,  in  your  respective  counties, 
to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws,  anu 
to  promote  good  manners  and  good  order 
among  my  people ;  whose  true  and  lastine 
happiness  shall  be  my  constant  care,  and 
upon  whose  aflfections  I  shall  always  firmly 
wJy." 

The  Parliament  was  then  prorogued  to 
the  12th  of  July ;  and  was  afterwards  fur- 
dier  prorogued  to  the  11th  of  November. 


SIXTH  SESSION 

or  THE 

TWELFTH  PARLIAMENT 

OF 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 


The  King^s  Sp^ch  on  Opening  the  Ses- 
tion.2  November  11,  1766.  His  Majesty 
opened  the  Session  with  the  following 
Speech  to  both  Houses : 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

**  The  high  price  of  wheat,  and  the  de* 
fective  produce  of  that  grain  last  harvest, 
together  with  the  extraordinary  demands 
fiyr  the  same  from  foreign  parts,  have  prin- 
cipally determined  me  to  call  you  thus 
early  to^^ther,  that  I  might  have  the  sense 
of  parliament,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
might  be,  on  a  matter  so  important  and 
particularly  affecting  the  poorer  sort  of 
my  subjects. 

«<  The  urgency  of  the  necessrty  called 
upon  me,  in  the  mean  time,  to  exert  my 
royal  authority  for  the  preservation  of  the 
public  safetv,  against  a  growing  calamity 
which  could  not  admit  of  delay.  I  have, 
therefore,  b^  and  with  the  advice  of  my 
privy  council^  laid  aa  Embargo  on  wheat 
and  wheat  flour  going  out  of  the  kingdoa^ 


The  Loreb^  Address  of  Fhanki.  [^ 

until  the  advice  of  pariiameiit  ooald 
taken  thereupon. 

^*  If  further  provisions  of  law  be 
site  or  expedient  with  regard  to  the 
ness  of  com,  so  necessary  to  the 
nance   of  the  poorer  sort,  they 
escape  the  wisdom  of  parliament,  to  wl 
Irecommend  the  due  consideration 

*<  At  the  same  time,  I  must  with 
cem  take  notice,  that,  notwithstaodiog 
cares  for  my  pe(^le,  a  spirit  of  the 
daring  insurrection  has,  in  divers 
broke  forth  in  violences  of  the  most 
nal  nature. 

«  Necessary  orders  have  been  given  i 
bringing  such  dangerous  offenders  to  < 
dign  punishment  and  speedy  justice; 
shall  vigilance  and  vigour  on  my  lart^ 
vrandng,  to  restore  obedience  mwm 
rence  to  law  and  government. 

'*  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  infonn 
that,  since  I  last  met  you,  I  havecoDC 
ed  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  my 
sister  the  empress  of  Russia,  whereby 
considerable  oranch  of  trade  is  fixed  oil 
just  and  satisfiu^toiy  footing. 

*^  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  also  acqi 
you,  that  the  marriM^  between  my  ( 
brother  the  king  of  Denmark,  and 
sister  the  princess  Caroline  MatBda, 
been  solemnized,  and  the  natural 
between  the  two  crowns  happily  ttrc 
ened  by  an  additional  tye  of  so  i 
a  nature. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 

'*  I  have  ordered  the  prcoer 
for  the  currant  service  of  the  ^dsr  to 
laid  before  vou.  Such  SuppUes  as  ] 
may  grant  shall  be  duly  applied  with 
utmost  fidelitv  and  strictest  regard  to  i 
objects  for  which  they  are  granted. 
<^  My  Lords  and  GenUemeo, 

<<  The  general  posture  of  affairs  >a^ 
rope  affords  nooccasion  to  lay  any  thing''' 
before  you  upon  that  head.  My  pitfp** 
are  constant  and  fixed,  to  maintain,  on  fl| 
parti  the  public  tranquillity  inviolate ;  jj 
to  support  the  dignity  of  my  crown, «» 
the  righto  of  my  subjects.  The  jas^Ji 
and  wisdom  of  the  other  great  P^^^JJ 
Europe,  leave  no  room  to  9/piftetM^^  ^ 
istentions  (^a  contrary  nature." 


I 


The  Lord^  Address  of  Thanks.]^ 
Majesty  having  retired,  the  earl  Soeaoff 
moved,  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  ^ 
sented  to  his  Majesty,  to  return  h^  ^ 
jesty  the  thanks  of  this  House  for  his  moa 
gracious  Speech  from  the  throne*        /■ 

u  To  congratulate  hia  Mqj^  ^  ^ 
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iUitioB  to  Mi  royal  ftmijf  bj  the  birth 
of  t  PHnoen  Ro^ ;  and  to  express  oar 
Kue  of  that  Divme  blessing  to  which  we 
ove  the  preservation  of  our  relision  and 
eoBstiUilion,  by  the  sucoession  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's illmtrious  House  to  the  throne  of 
these  krogdoms,  and  of  the  happiness 
which  we,  together  with  the  rest  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects^  have  enjoyed  under 
thcir  most  suspicious  government. 

**ToooDgratulate  his  Majesty  on  the 
aoleiiiiilntMi  of  the  marriage  or  his  Ma- 
jesty's nfter  the  princess  Carolina  Ma- 
tilffli,  h  which  the  natural  alliance  be- 
twBCB  it  two  crowns  receives  an  addi- 
tissdlMiaigth  and  support. 

^ftficbiowledge  with   all  gratitude 

thepttenuA  alFectiony  and  tender  concern, 

^fhkk  his  Majesty  has  shewn  for  his  peo- 

fk  by  iaymg  an  "Embargo  on  wheat  and 

vhsst  iouTi  until  the  sense  of  parliament 

coM  be  taken  thereon;  preventfaig  by 

(his  neesore  the  immediate  and  daneer- 

Mi  cQDsemiences  that  would  have  arisen 

to  the  pooiic  weUare,  and  more  parttcu* 

lariy  to  die  ease  and  comfort  bf  the  poorer 

nrt  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,   from    a 

•cSTcity  of  that  grain. 

^  '*To  express  our  readiness  to  enter 
lato  the  consideration  of  every  means  by 
whidi  the  evils  of  scarcity  may  be  effec- 
^^  prevented,  as  well  as  our  earnest  de- 
sire to  forward  the  gracious  and  salutary 
paqwses  which  his  Majesty  constantly 
^oifiests  for  the  welfare  of  every  rank  of 
^  sobjects :  and,  bebg  truly  sensible  of 
nil  Majesty's  royal  wisdom,  in  having 
P^^  the  necessary  orders  for  bringing  the 
4nders  against  the  public  peace  to  con- 
vffi  pantslaneiit  and  q>eedy  justice,  to 
twiie  his  Majesty  of  our  resolution  to 
fnme  aad  maintain  measures  so  Indis- 
pGBs^  necessary  for  the  suppression  of 
riot  soi  licentiousness,  and  for  enforcing 
thst  fespect  and  obedience  which  are  due 
to  government. 

^  To  return  our  thanks  for  the  commu- 

lueation  it  has  pleased  his  Majeslr  to  make 

to  OS,  of  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  being  con- 

doded  with  the  empress  of  Russia:  and 

to  acknowledge,  that  the  security  given 

thereby  to  so  considerable  a  branch  of 

tnde,  bjjT  fixing  it  on  a  just  and  satisfac- 

Uxy  footmg,  is  a  fresh  instance  of  his  Ma- 

]«i^s  constant  care  and  concern  for  the 

commercial  interests  of  these  kingdoms. 

**  To  assure  his  Mqesty  of  our  duty, 

zetl,  and  affection;   and  to  express  the 

Mefbl  sense  with  which  we  receive  the 

Qckttation  of  hia  Majesty's  intentionato 


flsBtntaia  die  puUic  tranouillity,  as  well  aa 
to  8U|^ort  the  dignity  or  the  crown,  and 
the  nghts  of  his  people." 

Then  an  Amendment  was  proposed  !• 
be  made  to  the  said  Resohition,  by  in- 
sorting  after  the  words  *«  due  to  govern- 
ment,"  the  following  words ;  viz.  «*  To  as* 
suro  his  Majesty,  tluitwe  will  inunediatdy 
proceed  to  nrepare  a  Bill,  for  indemnilyw 
mg  those  wno,  because  his  Majesty  was 
deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  taking  the 
advice  of  parliament,  in  consequence  of 
its  having  oeen  prorogued  to  so  distant  a 
day  as  the  11th  of  November,  advised  hia 
Majesty,  by  proclamation,  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour;  and 
for  the  relief  of  all  such  persons  as  by 
means  thereof  are  involvea  in  law  suits 
and  difficulties;  and  in  order,  by  such 
Bill,  to  prevent  the  future  abuse  or  a  pie« 
cedent,  which  in  times  of  less  ursent  ne- 
cessity may  be  perverted,  to  justify  a  wan* 
ton  violation  of  the  most  sacred  laws,  and 
a  dangerous  infringement  of  the  constitu* 
Uon. 

^*  That  we  cannot  observe,  without  the 
highest  cooeero,  that,  when  it  appeared 
by  the  proclamation  of  the  10th  or  Septi 
against  forestallers,  rejgrators,  and  en- 
grossers, that  the  prices  of  com  were  al-* 
ready  very  much  increased,  and  likely  to 
grow  much  dearer,  to  the  great  oppression 
of  the  poor,  his  Majesty  should,  on  the 
same  10th  of  Sept.,  have  been  advised  to 
prorogue  the  parliament  for  62  days,  in* 
stead  of  assembling  it  on  this  greet  emer- 
eency  as  soon  as  possible,  whicn  has  been 
done  upon  many  occasions  of  for  less  mo* 
ment,  and  particulariy  in  a  very  recent 
instance  on  twelve  days  notice  only ;  by 
which  lon^  prorogation,  it  became  impos- 
sible for  his  Majesty,  in  a  time  of  dearth 
and  tumult,  to  give  his  subjects  that  relief 
and  security  which  their  calamitous  situa- 
tion required,  and  which  the  authority  of 
the  legislature  alone  could  effectually  and 
legallv  provide.** 

Which  being  objected  to:  afler  long 
debate ;  the  original  motion  was  carried. 

The  Address  agreed  to  was  as  follows : 

**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign,' 
<*  We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and 
dutiful  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  m  parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  return  your  Majesty  our  unfeign^ 
ed  thanks,  for  your  most  gracious  Speech 
from  the  dirone, 

**  It  is  with  the  sincerest  sat isfoction 
that  we  congratidate  youp^  Majesty  on  the 


839] 


7  GEORGE  III. 


X7ie  Commons^  Address  of  Thanh. 


[240 


addition  to  your  royal  family  by  the  birth 
of  a  Princess  Royal;  ever  mindful  of  that 
Divine  blessiifg  to  which  we  owe  the  pre- 
aervation  of  our  religion  and  constitution, 
by  the  succession  of  your  illustrious 
liouse  to  the  throne  of  these  kingdoms, 
and  of  the  happiness  we,  together  with  all 
your  Majesty's  subjects,  have  enjoyed 
under  their  most  auspicious  government. 

<*  Permit  us  also.  Sir,  to  congratulate 
your  Majesty  on  the  solemnization  of  the 
marriage  of  your  Majesty's  sister  the 
princess  Caroline  Matilda  with  the  king  of 
benlft'ark.  by  which  the  natural  alliance 
between  the  two  crowns  receives  such  an 
additional  streneth  and  support. 

<«  We  acknowledge,  with  the  truest  grati- 
tude, the  paternal  affection  and  tender  con- 
cern which  your  Majesty  hasshewn  for  your 
people,  by  laying  an  Embargo  on  wheat 
and  wheat  flour,  until  the  sense  of  parlia* 
ment  could  be  taken  thereon;  preventing 
by  this  measure  the  immediate  and  dan- 
gerous consequences  which  would  have 
arisen  to  the  public  welfare,  and  more  par- 
ticularly to  tne  ease  and  comfort  of  the 
poorer  sort  of  your  subjects,  from  a  scarcity 
of  that  grain. 

**  We  shall  give,  on  our  part,  the  most 
earnest  attention  to  the  consideration  of 
every  means  by  which  the  evils  of  scarcity 
may  be  effectually  prevented ;  anxious  to 
forward  the  gracious  and  salutary  pur- 
poses which  your  Majesty  constantly  ma- 
nifests for  the  welfare  of  every  rank  of 
your  subjects.  Truly  sensible  of  ]^our 
Majesty's  royal  wisdom,  in  having  given 
the  necessary  orders  for  bringing  the  of- 
fenders against  the  .public  peace  to  con- 
dign punishment  and  speedy  justice,  we 
beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majest;^  of  our 
resolution  to  pursue  and  maintain  mea- 
sures so  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
suppression  oi  riot  and  licentiousness,  and 
for  enforcing  that  respect  and  obedience 
which  are  due  to  government. 

**  We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  com^ 
munication  it  has  pleased  your  Majesty  to 
make  to  us  of  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  being 
concluded  with  the  empress  of  Russia. 
The  security  given  thereby  to  so  consi- 
derable a  branch  of  trade,  by  fixing  it  on 
a  j^st  and  satisfactory  footing,  is  a  fresh  in- 
stance of  your  Majesty^s  constant  care  and 
concern  for  the  commercial  interests  of 
these  kingdoms. 

**  Animated  with  the  truest  sentiments 
of  duty,  zeal,  and  affection,  we  thankfully 
receive  the  just  and  wise  declaration  of 
your  Majesty's  intentions  to  maintain  the 


public  tranquillity,  as  well  as  to  aupporti 
the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  the  rights  of 
your  people." 

The  King^s  Ans/0)er.2    His  Majesty  re- 
turned this  Answer : 
"  My  Lords, 

*'  The  sense  you  express  of  the  mea-^ 
sures  which  the  safety  of  my  people  put 
me  under  the  necessity  of  taking  during 
the  recess  of  my  parliament',  anords  me 
the  highest  satisfaction.  I  rely  on  your 
assurances,  that  you  will  consider  with  at- 
tention the  proper  means  of  preventing 
the  evils  of  scarcity,  and  the  necessary 
measures  for  enforcing  that  obedience  and 
reverence  which  are  due  to  laws  and  go- 
vernment. 

"  Your  approbation  of  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce  wnich  I  have  -  concluded^with 
my  good  sister  the  empress  of  Russia,  is 
extremely  agreeable  to  me :  and  I  receive 
with  particular  pleasure  your  congratula- 
tions on  the  birth  of  my  daughter  the 
Princess  Royal,  and  on  thb  marriage  of  my 
sister  the  princess  Caroline  MatUda  with 
my  good  brother  the  king  of  Denmark." 

The  Commons'  Address  of  Thanks.J 
The  Commons  being  returned  to  their 
House,  Mr.  Hervey  moved,  **  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, to  return  his  Majesty  the  thanks  of 
this  House  for  his  most  gracious  Speech 
from  the  throne. 

*'  To  express  the  grateful  sense  we  en- 
tertain of  ttie  patemS  care  and  tender  re- 
gard his  Majesty  has  shewn  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  people ,  by  laying  an  Embargo 
on  wheat  and  wheat  flour  going  out  of  the 
kingdom,  until  his  Majesty  should  havei 
the  advice  of  parliament  on  that  important 
subject.  / 

«<  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  his  &ith. 
ful  Commons  will  not  fail,  agreeably  to  his 
Majesty's  recommendation,  to  take  tliis 
weighty  matter  into  their  most  serious 
consideration,  in  order,  by  timely  and  ef- 
fectual measures,  to  pursue  the  two  great 
ends,  which  his  Majesty's  wisdom  has 
pointed  out,  of  providing  against  the  many 
evils  attending  a  dearness  or  scarcity  of< 

E revisions,  especially  to  the  poorer  sort  of 
is  Majesty's  subjects ;  and,  at  the  sanae 
time,  of  suppressing  Uiat  daring  and  dan- 
gerous spirit  of  riot,  which  has  of  late  too 
generally  shewn  itself  in  many  parts  of 
this  kingdom. 

**  To  assure  his  Majesty  of  our  unfeign- 
ed joy,  on  the  safe  and  happy  delivery  •£ 
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ber  MajeBty,  and  on  the  birth  of  a  prin- 
cess ;  every  increase  of  his  Majesty's  royal 
family  being  a  fresh  pledge  of  the  future 
liberty  and  oappiness  of  his  people. 

"  To  congratulate  his  Majesty  on  the 
toiemnization  of  the  marriage  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's sister,  the  princess  Caroline  Ma- 
tilda, with  the  kin^  of  Denmark;  by 
vhidi  the  union  with  that  ancient  and 
potent  ally  of  his  Majesty's  crown  is  esta- 
blished on  a  fixed  and  permanent  founda- 
tion. 

*■  To  retam  his  Majesty  our  thanks,  for 
his  gradoos  communication ,  that  a  Treaty 
of  Comaierce  has  been  lately  concluded 
with  the  empress  of  Russia,  which,  while 
it  gfres  us  hopes  of  seeing  that  important 
hmdi  of  our  trade  continued  hereafter 
OD  A  solid  and  advantageous  footing,  is  a 
new  proof  of  his  Majesty's  constant  re- 
gard for  the  true  interest  of  this  commer- 
cial nation. 

<*  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  his  faith- 
ful Commons  will  cbeerfully  grant  such 
&vippliesy  as  shall  be  necessary  for. the  ser- 
vice of  the  vear ;  having  the  utmost  con- 
fi4^ce  io  the  assurance  his  Majesty  is 
pleased  to  pive»  that  they  will  be  punc- 
toaHy  apphed  to  those  purposes  for  which 
they  shall  be  granted. 

**  To  express  our  highest  satisfaction  in 
the  present  happy  establishment  of  the 
public  tranquillity;  and  the  well  pounded 
hopes  we  entertain,  from  the  wisdom  of 
his  Majesty's  councils,  and  the  influence 
of  his  example^  that,  while  he  wisely  unites 
with  the  resolution  to  support  the  dignity 
of  his  crown  and  the  rignts  of  his  people, 
a  true  zeal  for  the  general  peace  and  hap- 
piness of  mankind,  the  same  spirit  of 
equity  and  moderation,  which  animates  his 
Majesty's  conduct,  will  direct  the  councils 
of  the  other  great  powers  of  Europe  to  the 
Ujte  pacific  and  salutary  views." 

And  an  Amendment  being  proposed^  to 
be  made  to  the  question,  by  inserting,  af- 
ter the  words,  *'  that  important  subject," 
these  words,  **  To  assure  nis  Majesty,  that 
we  will  immediately  proceed  to  prepare  a 
M  for  indemnifying  those,  who,  because 
his  Majesty  was  deprived  of  the  opportu- 
nity of  taking  the  advice  of  parliament,  in 
consequence  of  its  having  been  prorogued 
to  so  distant  a  day  as  the  1 1  th  of  November, 
advised  his  Majesty  by  proclamation  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  wheat  and 
wheat-flour,  and  for  the  relief  of  all  such 
persons  as  by  means  thereof  are  involved 
m  law  suits  and  difficulties ;  and  in  order, 
^7  such  Bill,  to  prevent  the  future  abuse 
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of  a  precedent,  which,  in  times  of  less 
ui^ent  necessitjr»  may  be  perverted  to  jus- 
tify a  wanton  violation  of^the  most.sacred 
laws,  and  a  dangerous  infringement  of  the 
constitution." 

The  House  was  moved,  that  part  of  an 
act,  passed  in  the  i5th  of  Cnarles  the 
2d,  intituled,  *  An  Act  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  trade,'  might  be  read.  And  the 
same  was  read  accordingly. 

The  House  was  also  moved,  that  part  of 
an  act,  passed  in  the  22d  of  Charles  the 
2d,  intituled,  *  An  Act  for  improvemeiU  of 
tillage  and  the  breed  of  cattle,'  might  be 
reao.  And  the  same  was  read  accord* 
inriy. 

llie  House  was  also  moved,  that  part  of 
an  act  passed  in  the  1st  of  William  and 
Mary,  mtituled,  *  An  Act  declaring  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject,  and 
settling  the  succession  of  the  crown,'  might 
be  read.  And  the  same  was  read  ac« 
cordinffly. 

And  then  the  question  being  put.  That 
the  words  proposed  as  an  Amendment  to 
the  said  question,  be  there  inserted.; — it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  Amendment  was  proposed  to 
be  made  to  the  question,  by  inserting,  in 
the  same  place,  these  words,  *<  But,  that 
we  cannot  observe  without  the  highest 
concern,  that,  when  it  appeared  by  tho 
proclamation  of  the  10th  of  September, 
against  forestallers,  regrators,  and  in- 
grossers,  that  the  prices  of  corn  were  very 
much  already  increased,  and  likely  to 
grow  much  dearer,  to  the  great  oppres- 
sion of  the  poor,  his  Majesty  should,  on 
the  sa.me  10th  of  September,  have  been 
advised  to  prorogue  the  parliament  for 
62  days,  instead  of  assembling  it  on  this 
great  emergency  as  soon  as  possible, 
which  has  been  none  upon  many  occasions 
of  far  less  moment;  and  particularly  in  a 
very  recent  instance,  on  twelve  days  no- 
tice only ;  by  which  lon^  prorogation  it 
became  impossible  for  his  Majesty,  in  a 
time  of  dearth  and  tumult,  to  give  his  sub- 
jects that  relief  and  security  which  their 
calamitous  situation  required,  and  which 
the  authority  of  the  legislature  alone  could 
effectually  and  legally  jjrovide." 

And  the  question  being  put.  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted ; — it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

Then  another  Amendment  was  pro- 
posed to  be  made  to  the  question,  by  in- 
serting, in  the  same  place,  these  words, 
**  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  we  will 
enable  him  to  give  eii^tual  assistance  t» 
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tbe  poorest  part  of  our  fellow  subjects, 
to  be  applied  either  in  tbe  purchase  of 
corUy  or  m  bounties  on  such  com  as  shall 
be  brought  by  farmers  to  market,  or  in 
such  other  manner  as  his  Majesty  in  his 
great  humaoity  and  compassion  shall 
think  fit;  and  that  we  will  make  good, 
out  of  the  next  aids  which  shall  be  granted 
by  parliament,  such  ezpences  as  uiall  be 
incurred  by  bis  Majesty,  in  relieving  their 
wants,  under  the  present  unusual  high  price 
pf  all  kinds  of  proyisibn." 

And  the  question  being  put,  that  those 
words  be  there  inserted  ;<— it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

And  then  another  Amendment  was  pro- 
posed to  be  made  to  the  question,  by  in- 
serting, in  the  same  place,  these  words, 
**  To  assure  his  Maiesty,  that  we  will  apply 
ourselves  with  all  dwgence,  to  diminish  the 
public  expence,  ana  .to  lessen  the  most 
Durthensome  taxes,  from  which  the  pre- 
sent distresses  of  his  IV^jesty's  subjects  in 
Great  Britain,  have  in  a  great  measure 
arisen ;  and  in  consequence  of  which,  if  a 
timely  and  effectual  remedy  be  not  ap- 
plied, there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear, 
that  those  distresses  will  not  only  con- 
tinue, but  increase.** 

And  tbe  question  being  put,  that  those 
words  be  there  inserted ; — it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

Then  the  Addrtss  was  agreed  to  as 
fi)llows: 

'<  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 
*'  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
)ojaI  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  in  parliament  assembled,  return 
your  Majesty  our  most  humble  thanks 
for  your  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne. 

**  We  desire  your  Majesty  will  believe, 
that  we  entertain  the  most  grateful  sense 
of  the  paternal  and  tender  regard  your 
Majesty  has  shewn  for  the  welfare  <^ 
your  people,  by  laying  an  Embargo  on 
wheat  and  wheat-flour  going  out  of  the 
kfngdom,  until  your  Majesty  should  have 
i}\e  advice  of  your  parliament  on  ^t 
fcnportant  subject. 

"  And  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Ma- 
jesty,, that  your  faithful  Commons  will 
not  fiiil,  agreeably  to  your  Majesty's  re- 
commendation, to  take  this  weighty  matter 
into  our  most  serious  consideration,  in 
order,  by  timely  and  effectual  measures,  to 
pursue  the  two  great  ends,  which  your 
Majesty's  wisdom  has  pointed  out,  of 
providing  against  the  many  evils  attend- 


ing a  deamess  or  scarcity  of  com,  espe- 
duly  to  the  poorer  sort  of  your  Ma« 
jesty's  subjects;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
of  suppressing  that  daring  and  dange- 
rous spirit  of  riot,  which  has  of  late  too 
generally  shewn  itself  in  many  parts  of 
this  kingdom. 

**  It  IS  with  the  greatest  satisfaction, 
that  we  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  un- 
feigned Joy  on  the  safe  and  happy  de- 
livery of  her  Majesty,  and  on  the  birth 
of  a  princess;  every  increase  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's roval  ftmily  being  a  freui  pledge 
of  the  future  liberty  uid  happinesa  of 
your  people. 

**  And,  animated  with  the  same  zeal, 
we  most  heartily  congratulate  your  Ma- 
jesty en  the  solemnization  of  Uie  mar* 
riage  of  your  Majesty's  sister,  the  prin- 
cess Caroline  Matilda,  with  the  king  of 
Denmark ;  by  which  Uie  union  with  that 
ancient  and  natural  ally  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's crown  is  strengthened,  by  a  firesh 
tye  of  th^  most  endearing  kind. 

*•  We  return  your  Majesty  our  very 
sincere  thanks,  for  your  mctous  conuno- 
nication,  that  a  Treatv  of  Commerce  has 
been  lately  concludea  with  the  empress 
of  Russia ;  which,  whilst  it  gives  us  hopes 
of^seeing  that  important  branch  of  our 
trade  continued  hereafler  on  a  solid  and 
advantageous  footing,  is  a  new  proof  d 
your  Majesty's  constant  regard  for  the 
true  interest  of  this  commercial  nation. 

**  It  is  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness 
that  your  Majesty's  faithful  Commons 
will  grant  such  supplies,  as  shall  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  service  of  the  year ;  hav- 
ing thi3  utmost  confidence  in  the  assur- 
ance your  Majesty  is  pleased  to  give, 
that  they  will  be  punctuallv  applied  to 
those  purposes  for  which  they  shall  be 
granted. 

"  We  beg  your  Majesty  wfll  pennit  us 
to  express  our  highest  satisfaction  on  the 
present  happy  establishment  of  tlie  public 
tranquillity ;  and  the  well  grounded  hopes 
we  entertain,  from  the  wisdom  of  your 
Majesty's  councils,  and  the  influence  of 
your  example,  that,  while  vour  Majesty 
wisely  unites,  with  the  resolution  to  sup- 
port th&  dignity  of  your  crown,  and  the 
rights  of  your  people, 'a  true  zeal  for  the 
general  peace  and  happiness  of  mankind, 
tne  same  spirit  of  equity  and  moderation, 
which  animates  your  Majesty's  conduct, 
will  direct  the  councils  of  the  other  great 
powers  of  Europe  to  the  like  just 
salutary  views." 
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Hk  JSiu^s  Answer']^  His  Migeitj  rt- 

torned this  Answer: 

**  Geotfemen,  - 

**  I  reliira  you  my  most,  hearty  thanks 

far  your  loyal  and  affisctionate  Address. 

The  part  you  take  in  the  late  happy 

etents  in  my  fimuly,  completes  the  satis- 

fKtioQ  I  receive  from  them.    I  see  with 

pleasue  the  continuance  of  that  zeal  and 

tne  foUic  ^irit^  which  I  have  always 

expeciflBced  in  my  &i^ful  Commons,  hy 

youx  01)7  attention  ttf  the  several  great 

olk^ectt  recommended  to  your  considera- 

tioo,  ad  particularly  to  the  means  of 

piodif  against  the  evils  attendin|P»  a 

of  corn,   and  for  securing  the 

of  the  country.    You  may  de- 

00  iny  invariable  attention  to  the 

and  prosperity  of  my  kingdom.'' 

Mr.  Alderman  Beckford^s  Words  taken 
downJ]  November  18.  A  Motion  was 
made,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
BID  for  the  better  protection  and  security 
of  an  persons,  who  have  acted  in  pursu- 
ance ofy  or  obedience  to»  the  late  order  of 
cooDcfl,  laying  an  Embargo  on  wheat  and 
wbeat-flour. 

In  the  debate  thereupon,  Mr.  Alderman 
Beckford  having  used  some  words  in  his 
ipeech,  to  which  eitception  was  taken, 
uej  were,  by  direction  of  the  House, 
takea  down  by  the  clerk ;  as  follows : 

''Whenever  the  pd[>lic  is  in  danger,  the 
Kmg  has  a  dispensing  power.'* 

Whereupon  he  was  admitted  to  explain 
Umsetf ;  and  thereunon  declared  that  he 
]Deant  to  have  addea,  *^  with  the  advice 
0^  council,  whenever  the  solus  popuU  re- 
guires  it.** 

And  exception  being  also  taken  to  those 
words,  they  were  likewise,  by  direction  of 
the  House,  taken  down  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Alderman  Beckford  was  then  ad- 
mitted further  to  explain  himself;  and  he 
declared,  that  he  only  meant  to  have  said, 
"  That  on  ereat  and  urgent  occasions, 
where  the  safety  of  the  people  called  for 
ao  exertion,  of  a  poWer  contrary  to  the 
written  law  of  these  kingdoms,  such  exer« 
tion  of  power  is  excusable  only  by  neces- 
aty,  and  justifiable  by  act  of  parliament." 
Upon  which  the  House  were  satisfied, 
aad  proceeded  no  further. 

Debates  in  both  Houses  on  the  Bill  of 
Indemnity  for  those  concerned  in  the  late 
Imbargo/']     Nov.  24.     Mr.    Secretary 

*  **  lAfd  Chatham's  miaistfy  eomaenced 
JUkt  iaaofjidoiia  cireuaDstanfes.     From  an 


Conway  presented  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons a  Bill  for  the  better  protection  and 
security  of  all  persons,  who  have  aoted  ia 

—  — "  ^---       •     ..  ■-^-         ■-  . ,      ■-         ■  ^ 

aniattrmpted  snceeaiion  of  rain,  the  harvest 
failed  in  ill  parts  of  EnfflaDd ;  the  price  of 
bread  waa  eonsiderahly  ad? anced ;  and  as  a  ai* 
milar  aearcity  pre? ailed  00  the  contioent,  great 
alarms  were  ealertaioed,  lest  by  combiDations 
of  monopolisia,  forestallera,  and  regraters,  and 
by  an  unlimited  exportation  for  profit,  the 
oouDtry  should  suffer  the  miseries  of  fiimine. 
In  consequence  of  these  appreheoaiona,  tumults 
were  excited  in  many  parta  of  the  kingdom, 
which  were  not  represaed  without  the  aid  of 
th^  military.  A  proclamation  waa  iaaoed 
againat  foreatallera  and  regratera,  bat  that  mea- 
aure  uot  being  deemed  aufficiently  strong,  and 
the  oily  of  London  having  represented  to  the 
throne  that  orders  were  received  for  the  expor- 
tation of  large  quaoliliea  of  wheat,  while  the 
company  of  bakers  had  applied  to  the  city  ma- 
gistrates to  prevent  a  diminntion  of  the  small 
■atook  of  old  corn  left  in  the  kingdom,  the  privy 
eonncil  prohibited  the  export,  and  laid  an  em- 
bargo 00  abips  preparing  to  aati  with  caigtMS 
of  grain.  Lord  Chatham  was  prevented  bjr  ill- 
ness  from  attendiog  the  couneil,  bat,  in  writing, 
recommended  the  meaaure. 

'*  The  aearcity  formed  the  principal  topic  of 
the  King's  speech,  and  was  assigned  aa  a  rea« 
son  for  convening  the  parliament  early,  to  deli- 
berate on  a  matter  ao  important,  ana  partico- 
larly  aieotinff  tlie  poor.  *  The  argeaey  of  the 
neceaaity,'  the  King  obaerved,  ''  Oftlled  opon 
me,  in  the  mean  time,  to  exert  my  aothority  fbr 
the  preservation  of  the  public  safety,  againat  a 
growing  calamity,  which  could  not  lulmitof 
delay.  I  have  therefore,  by  the  adviee  of  my 
privy  council,  laid  an  embargo  on  wheat  and 
wheat-fiour  going  out  of  the  kingdom,  Until  the 
adviee  of  parliament  could  be  taken.'  The 
King  then  recommended  to  make  further  pro- 
viaiona,  if  necessary,  with  respect  to  the  (Mad- 
ness of  com,  and  naenttoned,  with  regret,  the 
apkitof  inaavreetion  displayed  in  oaany  parte 
of  the  kingdom. 

**  The  Addresa  waa  opposed  in  both  Hooms, 
and  amendmenta  moved,  importing  an  intention 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  indemnifying  those  who 
bad  advised  the  embargo.  The  ameddmenis 
were  rejected  ;  but  the  ministrjr  having  intro^ 
dueed  a  bill  of  indemnity  in  favour  of  the  ofB- 
oera  who  had  acted  under  theorderaof  eouaeil, . 
several  animated  debatea  emned,  in  which  their 
oondoeC  waaaeverely  arraigned.  The  assomp- 
tioB  of  a  prerogative  to  dispense  with  an  exist- 
ing law,  under  any  circumstances,  or  for  any 
motive,  waa  decned  aa  unconstitutional  and 
dsngerona,  and  tending  directly  to  establish  au 
nnquatifietl  and  nnlimited  tyranhv.  Those 
who  advised  the  measure  were  no  less  open  to 
eensure  than  the  offioera  who  carried  it  into 
exoemion  ;  and  therefore  an  amtadmenl  was 
naeved,  inohidiBg  the  ministeis  w  the  operalioft 
oftbebjll^"    Adolf  ha%  ^  . 
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pursuance  of,  or  in  obedience  to,  the  late 
order  of  council,  laying  an  Embargo  on 
wheat  and  wheat-flour ;  and  for  discharg'^ 
ing  all  proceedings  against  any  persons,  for 
or  upon  account  of  the  said  Embargo. 

Those  who  conducted  the  ministerial 
business  in  the  House  of  Commons,  gave 
but  little  opposition  to  this  Bill  when  it 

.  was  suggested  to  them ;  and  there  ap- 
peared on  this  occasion,  for  the  first  time, 
plain  marks  of  some  disagreement  in 
opinion,  and  alienation  in  affection,  among 
the  ministry.  However,  it  was  remarked, 
that  though  this  Bill  provided  for  the  in- 
demnity of  the  inferior  officers,  who  bad 
acted  under  the  proclamation,  yet  it  passed 
by  the  council  who  advised  it ;  and  had 
not  a  preamble  fully  exppessive  of  the  il- 
legality of  the  measure.  In  these  respects 
the  Bdl  was  amended,  and  made  perfect. 
But  this  produced  much  altercation  and 
debate,  especially  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Some  of  the  mmistry  and  their  friends, 
who  had  been  not  only  the  warmest  ad- 

'  vocetes  for  liberty,  but  who  set  up  as  the 
patrons  and  defenders  of  it,  were  charged 
with  such  a  change  in  their  minds  and 
opinions,  that  they  vindicated  the  present 
exertion  of  prerogative,  not  only  from  the 

Seculiar  circumstances  that  seemed  to  in- 
uence  it,  but  they  also  supported  it  as  a 
matter  of  right ;  'and  asserted,  that  a  dis- 
pensing power,  in  cases  of  state  necessity, 
was  one  of  the  prerogatives  inherent  in  the 
crown.  This  seeming  desertion  from  the 
aide  of  liberty,  to  principles  so  directly 
opposite,  as  it  had  some  severe  strictures 
made  upon  it  within  doors,  so  it  was  the 
occasion  of  many  pointed  sarcasms  with- 
out, on  the  beaten  subject  of  occasional 
patriotism. 

In  the  course  of  the  debates  occasioned 
by  these  high  prerogative  tenets,  the  real 
causes  of  the  necessity  for  the  late  exertion 
of  power  were  first  enquired  into ;  and 
then  the  doctrine  of  a  dispensing  power  in 
such  cases  was  ably  ana  powerfully  at- 
tacked. .  It  was  ur|red,  that  the  ministry 
had  received  such  mformation  in  the  be- 
ginning of  August,  of  the  state  of  the  har- 
vest, the  quantity  of  com  in  the  kingdom, 
and  of  the  great  increase  of  its  price,  that 
they  became  then  as  thoroughly  masters  of 
the  subject,  and  as  fully  sensible  of  all  the 
probable  consequences,  as  they  had  been 
at  any  time  after  that  period.  That  from 
this  information  they  soould  at  that  time 
have  issued  a  proclamation  for  the  parlia- 
inent  to  meet  on  t^p  16th  of  September, 
ib$  da^  to  wbicb  iiwfw  proro^ea,  totake 


that  important  matter  into  considf 
whibh  would  have  given  the  m< 
above  thirty  days  notice,  and  wodd 
prevented  every  appearance  of  n( 
for  the  ministers  to  commit  an 
action. 

That,  on  the  contrary,  when  the 
tresses'  of  the   poor  were  risen  to 
highest  pitch,   tiiey  issued,  on  the  I 
of  September,  an  ineffectual  pi 
against  forestalling,  which  could  not 
them  the  smallest  relief;  and  on  the 
day  prorogued  the  parliament,  from 
16th  of  that  month,  to  the  llthof 
vomber  following.    That  by  this  long, 
seasonable,  and  extraordinary  pn 
all  advice  of  parliament  was  p 
all   legal   restnctions  of  the  export 
well  as  effectual  provisions  to  iamsi 
the  stock  of  grain,  were  entirely  put 
of  the  question :  and  in  case  of  riots, 
mults,  or  even  a  rebellion,  it  was  put 
of  the  king's  power  to  receive  their  a 
tance.    That  the  proclamation  for  m 
bargo  was  issued  in   sixteen  days 
that  for  so  long  a  prorogation;  th 
the  reasons  given  in   it,  for  so  e 
dinary  an   exertion   of  authority, 
that  his  Majesty  had  not  an  oppoi 
of  taking  the  advice  of  his  parliameDt. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  advocates' 
the  dispensing  prerogative,  citi 
opinion  of  Mr.  Locke,  asserted, 
was  ridiculous  to  suppose  any  state 
out  a  power  of  providing  for  the  \ 
safety  m  cases  of  emergency.  Iliat 
power  must  in  all  states  be  lodged 
where,  and  that  in  ours  it  was  lod 
the  king.  They  maintained  that  this 
trine  was  not  contrary  to  the 
the  constitution,  or  to  the  spirit  of 
since  they  admitted  that  it  could 
gaily  exerted  only  in  cases  of  great 
cessity  durii\g  the  recess  of  parliaoeiti 
and  when  parliament  cannot  be  coe^ 
niently  assembled ;  that  in  those  cases  A^ 
evil  cannot  be  very  great,  since  it  it  M 
forty  days  tyranny  at  worst. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  that  this  iM* 
trine  of  necessity  was  the  very  prindff 
by  which  all  the  evil  practices  in  the  r^ 
of  the  Stuarts  had  been  defended.  TM 
the  advocates  for  the  court  in  the  rdjQj 
of  Charles  the  firet,  would  have  addeJ 
this  exception  of  necessity  to  the  PetiU<x 
of  Right ;  the  House  of  JLords  had  e^ 
come  into  it,  but  upon  conference  vv 
the  Commons,  were  convinced  ^^ 
exception  would  have  enervated  the  whw 
law;  and  it  waa  accordingly  rqscted 
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As  to  the  plea  of  necessity,  this  answer  is 
ready  in  the  mouth  or  every  one,  that  if 
the  crown  is  the  jud^e  of  that  necessi- 
ty, the  power  is  oanhmited*  because  the 
&cretion  of  the  prince  and  his  council 
mav  apply  it  to  any  instance  whatever; 
and  so  discretion  degenerates  into  despo- 
tism.   Therefore  the  wisdom  of  the  con- 
stJtutioD  has  excluded  every  discretion  in 
^e  aovn  over  positive  laws^  and  emanci- 
pated ads  of  parliament  from  the  royal 
prerogative)  leaving  the  power  of  suspen* 
ason,  wkttb  i«  but  another  word  for  a  tem- 
porary lepeaJ,  to  reside  where  the  legisla- 
ture a  Jodgedy  to  which  only  it  can  be- 
loD^ifist  is, in  King,  Lords,  and  Commons, 
wio  together  constitute  the  only  supreme 
foferdga  authority  of  this  government. 
Abr  did  parliament  ever  allow  of  the  dis- 
peodog  power,  or  any  thing  of  the  kind, 
oecaute  it  was  exercised  under  the  spe- 
cioos  pretence  of  the  safety  of  the  nation 
being  concerned,  and  the  whole  kingdom 
in  danger,  which  was  the  usual  jargon, 
and,  if  true,  implied  the  most  urgent  neces- 
sity. 

That  the  recess  of  parliament,  or  its  not 
being  convenient  to  assemble  it,  are  dis-i 
tinctions  not  known  by  the  constitution. 
That  as  it  is  now  modelled,  the  parliamept 
muit  always  be  in  being,  ready  to  be  cfldled, 
and  that  in  so  great  a  degree,  that  even  an 
expired  parliament  revives  when  necessary 
to  be  assembled,  and  another  is  not  chosen. 
That  as  to  the  laws,  there  are  no  days  in 
thich  acts  of  parliament  sleep.  They  are 
^Qi  like  jurisdictions,  that  may  be  evaded 
bj  going  into  a  sanctuary.  They  are  of 
eqiui  force  while  in  beings  at  all  times,  in 
ail  places,  and  over  all  persons ;  though 
maje  in  a  short  time,  they  have  a  constant 
and  lasting  force.  Acts  of  the  executive 
power  are  incident,  temporary,  and  in- 
sfaotaoeous ;  but  acts  of  parhament  are 
permanent,  made  as  the  general  rule 
by  which  the  subject  is  to  live  and  be  go- 
verned. 

Unless,  therefore,  it  cah  be  said,  that 
the  moment  parliament  breaks  up,  the 
king  stands  in  its  place,  and  the  conti- 
Buance  of  acts  is  resigned  into  his  handa, 
Vie  cannot  of  right  suspend,  any  more  than 
)ie  can  make  laws,  both  requiring  the 
tame  power.  The  law  is  above  the  king ; 
sad  the  crown,  as  well  as  the  subject,  is 
bound  by  it  as  much  during  the  recess  as 
io  the  session  of  parliament :  because  no 
point  of  time,  nor  emergent  circumstance, 
can  alter  the  constitution,  or  create  a 
eight  not-  oatecedently   inherent;   these 


onhr  draw  forth  into  action  the  power  that 
before  existed,  but  was  quiescent.  There 
is  no  such  prerogative  in  any  hour  or  mo- 
ment of  time,  as  vests  the  semblance  of  • 
legislative  power  in  the  crown. 

If  the  crown  had  a  lq;al  right  to  sus- 
pend or  break  through  any  one  law,  it  must 
have  an  equal  right  to  break  through  them 
all.  That  no  true  distinction  can  be  made 
between  the  suspending  power  and  the 
crown's  raising  money  without  the  con* 
sent  of  parliament  That  they  are  pre- 
cisely alike,  and  stand  upon  the  very  same 
ground.    They  were  bom  twins,  lived  to* 

g ether,  and  together  it  was  hoped  were 
uried  at  the  Revolution,  past  all  power  of 
resurrection.  That  if  any  difference  was 
to  be  made  between  raising  money  and 
the  suspending  and  dispensing  power,  the 
latter  is  the  most  dangerous,  as  that  which 
might  do  the  most  universal  mischief,  and 
wiUi  the  greatest  speed,  as  it  includes  tho 
whole.  But  that  as  neitlier  of  them  ever 
did  belong  to  the  crown,  no  doctrine  is  ad- 
missible that  maintains  either  the  one  or  the 
other.  That  the  present  distinctions  are 
only  an  alleviation  of  the  dispensing  pow^r 
to  sweeten  it  so  as  to  ffo  down,  it  being 
too  nauseous  in  the  full  stinking  potion. 
That  the  safety  of  the  crown,  as  well  as 
the  security  of  the  subject,  requires  ufi  to 
shut  up  every  avenue  that  leads  to  tyranny ; 
and  that  the  super-eminent  prerogative  of 
the  kipgs  of  England,  by  which  they  excel 
in  glory  all  the  sovereigns  upon  earth,  is 
this,  that  they  rule  over  freemen,  not  over 
slaves. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  said,  that  if  the 
doctrine  of  suspension,  on  Uie  plea  of 
state  necessity,  was  admitted  as  constitu- 
tional, the  Revolution  could  be  called  no- 
thing but  a  successful  rebellion,  and  a  law- 
less and  wicked  invasion  of  the  rights  of 
the  crown;  the  Bill  of  Rijghts,  a  fabe  and 
scandalous  libel,  and  an  infamous  imposi- 
tion both  on  prince  and  people :  and  that 
James  the  second  neither  aodicated  nor 
forfeited,  but  was  robbed  of  his  crown. 
In  the  course  of  these  debates  the  necessity 
of  the  embarffo  was  universally  allowed; 
and  the  illegality  of  the  authority  waa  o^y 
objected  to** 

December  10.  The  Bill  having  passed 
the  Commons,  was  carried  to  the  Lordv 
where  it  occasioned  a  long  Debate,  the 
distinct  speeches  of  which  nave  not  been 
preserved :  but  the  arguments  were  thrown 


*  Bee  Annual  Register  for  1767,  p.  46. 
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into  the  form  of  one  Speech,  entitled, 
.**  A  Speech  against  the  suspending  and 
dispensing  Prerogatiye,'*  which  we  shall 
Jiere  insert : 


.    A  Spssch  ih  behalf  of  the  Con- 

8TITUTION  AGAINST  THE  SUSPEND- 
ING AND  DisPEirsiNo  Preroga- 
tive,* &c» 

<*  It  is  bat  forty  days  tyranny  at  the  outside." 

Per  Legem  Terra. 

^  PopulasRooianns  beneficii  et  inj arise  roeosor 
esse  solet.— Nemo  cifis,  qualis  sit  rir,  po- 
test latere.— Querodam,  hominetn  nolnleni, 
factiosnai,  novis  rebas  stndere,  advorsum 
qaem— Deque  Leges  falereDt.-'Neqaenio- 
destiii,  neqae  modus  coDtentionis  erat.  - 
Sed  eos  frequens  Senatus  judieavit  contra 
Rempublicam  etsalutam  omnium  dizisse." 

Sail. 

My  lords;  permit  me,  late  as  it  is,  to 
express  my  thoughts  upon  one  of  the  most 
•momentous  subjects,  in  my  opinion,  that  I 
have  ever  heard  agitated  in  parliament.  I 
hardly  know  what  more  important  matter 
could  occupy  your  lordships'  attention, 
short  of  a  Question  touching  the  actual 
dissolution  of  government.  Sure  I  am,  if 
•  what  we  have  this  day  heard  strikes  your 
'  lordships  as  it  does  me,  itmust  havebrought 
fresh  to  vour  remembrance  the  fatal  ground 
upon  which  that  unhappy  question  was 
decided,  with  a  vengeance,  when  it  was 
debated  in  the  House  near  fourscore  years 
ago. 

We -are,  as  it  were,  surprized  into  a 
debate  upon  the  dispensing  power,  and' 
what  astonishes  me  still  more,  we  are  got, 
at  least  some  of  us,  into  a  vindication  and 
defence  of  it— a  thihg  I  had  long  thought 
8o  odious  in  its  very  name,  but  so  setued 
m  the^notions  of  it,  and  so  exploded  in 
theory  as  well  as  practice,  that  nobody 
ever  thought  of  it,  but  to  hate  it,  and  to 
thank  God  it  was  utterly  exterminated  out 
of  the  pure  solar  system  of  the  English 
government,  and  English  liberty. 

One  noble  lord  has  told  us,  he  rose  in 
this  debate  not  as  a  patron  of  liberty,  in 
the  modem  phrase,  as  he  was  pleased  to 
call  it,  but  as  a  patron  of  law.  Modern 
phrase  did  the  noble  lord  say  ?  I  hope  it 
will  never  cease  to  be  a  modern  phrase; 
'  though  it  is  an  ancient,  and  has  in  all  coun- 1 
•tries been  a  glorious  title.    Our  ancestors 

*  This  Speech  was  supposed  to  be  peoned 
'by  lord  MansBeld,  but  was,  hi  fact,  written  by 
Mr.  Maciutosb,  assisted  by  lord  Temple  and 
lord  (iy  tt^Moa. 


were  patrons  of  liberty  at  the  cost  of  L 
lives;  but  they  secured  our  liberty 
protecting  the  law  against  a  disj 
power,  which  they  re^isted  unto 
*  Quid  a  majoribus  defensum  est 
quam  libertas :  neu  cui  nisi  legibas  [ 
mus  1'  Shall  we  then  be  the  *  pi 
proles,  geniti  ad  ea,  qtiss  majores 
peperere,  subvertunda  V  We  are  yet  I 
and,  *  TliB  freedom  of  men  under 
ment  is  to  have  a  standing  rule  to  iivei 
common  to  every  one  of  the  society, 
made  by  the  legislative  power  crested] 
it.'  So  says  Locke,  who  is  appealed  i 
a  great  authority.  What  he  says  is  I 
few  words  is  equallj  in  &vour  of  law  ^ 
liberty.  I  shall  be  proud  toshev 
the  patron  of  both. 

My  lords ;  the  same  noble  lordbvJ 
pleased  to  claim,  if  not  the  whole,  yell 
best  knowledge  of  the  constitution  oal 
half  of  the  profession  which  has  raisell 
lordship  to  the  stations  he  has  enjr 
But  I  have  always  looked  upon  ki 
at  the  best,  to^be  but  the  most  skilful 
wives  to  help  forward  the  birth  of  the 
dom  of  ereat  statesmen,  sound,  enlight 
and  emarged  politicians,  to  the.ei 
and  sagacity  of  whose  genius,  in  alli 
and  in  every  country,  the  best  modf 
government  have  been  most  indebted^ 
this  the  appeal  made  to  day,  as  well 
a  late  notable  occasion,  to  the  speeuk 
of  Mr.  Locke,  that  great  philosophei»| 
gislator,  and  senator,  as  we  have  beesf' 
he  was,  is  a  strong  proof. 

This  also  I  will  be  bold  to  say  from 
history  of  England,  t&at  our  libertittC 
most  to  great  noblemen  who  were 
lawyers.  Sure  I  am,,  lawyers  have 
appeared  amongst  us,  to  be  the  worst 
dians  of  the  constitution,  and  too  fireq 
ly  the  wickedest  enemies  to,  and 
treacherous  betrayers  of  the  libertiei 
their  country.  Of  Uiis  truUi,  the  ^ 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  which  tlie  leamedli 
has  himself  appealed  to  in  the  debst^ 
his  chief,  though  I  think,  much  nustr"' 
and  mudi  misrepresented  authority) 
be  a  perpetual  monument,  in  these  wf 
i  Whereas  king  James  2,  by  the  assist 
of  divers  evil  counsellors,  judges,  sndi 
nisters,  employed  by  him,  did  endeftt< 
to  subvert  and  extirpate  the  Protestaoti 
ligion,  and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  t 
kingdom.'  Certain  it  is,  that  no  aibii 
prince,  when  meditating  the  subversioD^ 
the  constitution,  ever  was  at  a  loss 
lawyers  and  judges  to  second  his  desi§ 
in  spite  of  their  leanung>  and  in  V^ 


tbi]  SuspeTuSng  and  Disptiuing  Prerogaihe.  A.  D.  1766. 


[254 


Ae  re%ibQ  of  the  oaths  that  bound  them 
to  soppoit  and  maintain  the  constitution. 
Aod  so  ship  money  and  ^the  dispensing 
poirer,  hare,  in  former  times,  had  the  vile 
countenaxicey  and,  if  it  could  be  so  calledy 
the  authoriur  of  the  bench,  and  of  the 
ages  or  the  &thers  of  die  law  (as  Charles 
1  named  his  ship-money  judges  ][  while  a 
Hampden,  and  such  like  patriots,  who 
were  die  greatest  honour,  and  the  great- 
est blesmg  of  England  in  their  day, 
stood  forth  the  saviours  of  their  ct]<intry, 
by  Teastiagthe  usurpations  of  the  crown, 
supported  by  the  perfidy  of  corrupt 
judgesb 

Sucfc  a  sort  of  monopoly  as  the  noble 

lord  s^gests  in  favour  of  the  long  robe 
iSToaR  too  much  of  what  a  Lord  Keeper 
(who  made  many  excellent  prerogative 
soeeches  for  Charles  1,)  said  m  the  con- 
dusion  of  the  speech  he  delivered,  after 
pabiishing  that  shameful  opinion  of  the 
Judges  on  Ship-money.  The  words  I 
aihide  to  are  these :  *  It  any  contrary  opi- 
nion should  yet  remain  among  toen,  it 
most  proceed  from  those  who  are  sons  of 
the  law.»  Of  the  latter,  I  will  say, «  Fe- 
Hces  demum  essent  artes,  si  de  illis  solum 
ladicarent  artifices.'  So  that  prerogative 
lawyer  was  for  keeping  the  judgment  of 
the  constitution  to  the  art  and  m3fstery  of 
the  law.  Your  lordships  will  not,  from 
the  occasion,  be  fond  of  adopting  the 
example. 

If  the  learned  lord  has  now  got  so  high 
an  opinion  of  the  advantages  of  the  long 
robe,  I  remember  when  he  had  it  not. 
But  this  IS  not  the  only  {>ropf  this  day  has 
furnished  from  his  lonlship  and  from  some 
otfiers  too,  of  the  wondernil  change  in  opi- 
cioDS,  that  di&rence  of  interests,  as  well  as 
aitoaidon,  brings  with  it.  For  I  think  the 
same  learned  lord  has  likewise  told  us 
to-dsjj  diat  we  are  undone  by  divisions, 
thoimb  I  can  recollect  the  time  when  his 
hordsldp  regretted  in  this  House  that'we 
were  ruined  by  an  intoxicated  unanimity, 
under  an  administration  of  which  one  of 
his  new  friends  constituted  a  most  brilliant 
part.  I  congratulate  the  learned  lord  on 
udi  chai^  of  mind  for  the  better,  which 
is  more  than  I  can  say  of  all  the  opinions 
ins  lordship  has  given  to  day,  though  I 
befieve  they  proceed  also  from  a  new  light 
I  cannot  however  say,  the  noble  and  learn- 
ed lord's  opinions  are  modem*  They  are 
«Id,  and  what  is  more,' they  are.antiquated. 
His  lordbfaip  has  but  revived  an  old  farce 
not  acted  near  these  hundred  years.  It 
WjB  thore&re  be  fit,  I  think,  to  examue 


opini(ms  that  have  dept  so  long,  before 
they  are  restored,  or  licensed^  $o  as  to  pass 
current. 

But  it  is  necessary,  for  preventing  mis- 
takes, to  premise,  that  I  neartily  concur 
with  all  your  lordships  who  have  spoken 
in  the  debate,  in  expressing  my  approbap 
tion  of  the  measure  immediately  under 
consideration,  when  taken,  .  the  em- 
bargo on  wheat  and  flour  laid  by  order  of 
council  so  late  as  the  26th  of  September, 
The  evil  of  an  enhanced  price  of  that 
grain,  which  had  for  so  considerable  a 
time  before  been  prognosticated,  and 
growing  b}r  a  quick  pace,  was  then  come 
to  so  alarming  a  height,  that  it  awakened 
even  our  administration  from  the  pleasing 
dream  of  pecuniary  emolument,  and ^  ex* 
travagant  compensations,  most  liberally 
doled  about  to  one  anoUier,  beyond  the 
example  of  any  former  time.  It  awaken- 
ed them  to  the  cries  and  risings  of  the 
poor,  and  at  last  made  them  take  notice 
that  there  was  such  an  imminent  danger 
of  famine,  that  it  became  indispensably  ne- 
cessary to  put  a  stop  to  the  exportation ; 
and  by  a  long  prorogation  of  parliament, 
which  themselves  had  so  culpably  advised, 
that  there  was  no  other  way  left  of  doing 
it,  but  by  an  interposition  of  the  royal 
power.  I  choose  to  use  that  word,  though 
*  authority'  is  the  word  used  in  the  speech 
from  the  throne,  because  I  materially  dis- 
tinguish between  the  two  expressions,  for 
reasons  I  shall  afterwards  give. 

My  lords ;  on  the  other  hand,  I  most 
warmly  deplore  and  lament  the  calamity 
produced  oy  the  want  and  deamess  of 
provisions,  mentioned  likewise  in  the 
speech,  I  mean  that  spirit  of  insurrection, 
not,  and  disorder,  that  has  gone  forth,  and 
rages  in  all  comers  of  the  kingdom,  big 
with  fire  and  sword,  to  afflict  a  country  al- 
ready groaning  under  a  weight  and  pres- 
sure of  evils,  greater  than  she  can  near. 
It  would  ill-become  this  place  to  palliate 
or  excuse,  on  any  account  whatever, 
such  dangerous  tumults  and  riots,  much 
less  to  incite  and  encourage  them,  by  say« 
ing,  as  I  have  once  heard  it  said  withm 
these  walls,  by  one  sworn  to  execute  the 
laws,  that  the  subjects,  cruelly  harassed 
by  burdens  and  other  grievances,  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  legislature,  are  made 
desperate.  This  dann^  and  lawless  ex^ 
pression,  I  confess,  related  only  to  the* 
justification  of  the  American  subject  in 
wanton  rebellion.  God  forbid  that  I 
should  adopt  the  detestable  language,  even 
in  favour  of  the  English  subject,  taxed  tilf 
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^e  power  of  taxing  can  no  £Eirther  go,  fa- 
mishedy  and  starving.  It  must,  ho^reveri 
grieve  one  to  see  the  nerves  of  govern- 
ment 80  totally  relaxed,  and  its  proper 
energy  and  vigour  almost  wholly  lost. 
The  truth  of  the  matter,  and  the  root  of 
the  evil  is,  we  have  had  no  government 
for  some  years,  or,  which  is  much  the  same 
thing,  we  have  had  the  form  t>f  it  only, 
without  any  reality,  energy,  or  spirit,  de- 
scending ever  from  bad  to  worse. 

'  Tota  discore  machina  divulvi  turbat  federa  mundi.' 

And  die  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon 
has  too  good  reason  to  put  us  in  mind  of 
what  he  told  your  lordships  last  year,  that 
you  would  import  rebellion  from  America. 
vVould  to  Goa  he  had  not  been  so  true  a 
prophet !  The  indulgence  shewn  to  Ame- 
ricans is  not,  I  fear,  altogether  free  of  the 
blood  that  must  be  sacrificed  in  England, 
al;  the  altars  of  justice,  to  restore  and  pre- 
serve peace  ana  good  order,  maintain  au- 
thority, and  secure  property.  Nor  can  I 
acquit  the  blunders  oi  administration  in 
this  very  corn  business  of  that  charj^^e.  I 
imi  afraid,  the  unseasonable  and  extraor- 
dinary long  prorogation  of  parliament, 
'which  excluded  the  prospect  of  relief 
from  famine,  by  a  legal  proliibition  of  the 
exportation,  had  no  small  share  in  produc- 
ing the  riots  and  risings :  and  by  a  shame- 
ful blunder  in  the  proclamation  against 
forestalling,  niistecitrng  the  laws  it  pro- 
mulgates, a  pretence  was  given  for  the 
riotous  people  to  seize  the  grain  for  their 
own  use,  under  a  mistaken  notion  that  the 
grain  itself  was  forfeited,  as  the  proclama- 
tion declares  it  to  be,  instead  of  a  for- 
feiture of  the  vttlue  of  it,  which  is  what 
the  misrecited  statute  enacts. 

I  said,  I  approved  of  the  Embargo  as 
necessary,  when  laid  on;  but  (  do  not  ap- 
prove, on  the  contrary  I  complain  of  the 
preceding  conduct  of  administration,  by 
which  they  brought  themselves  into  that 
dilemma,  which  necessitated  them  to  ad- 
vise his  Majesty  to  that  measure,  by  what 
18  called  the  royal  authority.  And  as  to 
the  principles  1  have  heard  laid  down  to 
day,  and  the  doctrine  that  has  been  ad- 
vanced in  justification  of  the  legality  of 
tlie  Embargo ;  so  far  am  I  from  approving 
of  them,  or  acquiescing  in  them,  that  I 
cannot  even  hear  them  with  patience.  I 
declare  they  make  all  the  whig-blood 
in  me  boil :  for,  to  use  an  expression  that 
has,  I  think,  been  miserably  misapplied 
on  the  other  side,  these  doctrmes,  if 
adopted,  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the 
^ionstitution.    They  can  tend  to  nothing 


but  an  utter  subversion  of  the  power 
parliament,  and  of  the  most  func 
and  essential .  rights  and  libertieB  of 
subject.    Upon  my  word,  if  1  did 
know  I  was  a#ake,  I  should  be 
think  I  had  been  in  a  dream,  and  that  i 
fairy  midnight  scene  had  carried  mj  k 

gination  back  an  130  or  140  yearB,  iaj 
lusory  audience  of  some  of  the  spe 
of  a  James  or  Charles,  or  their  loiti 
cellors  and    lord  keepers;   for  withi 
other  stands^rd  of  the  prerogative, 
know  of,  will  such  notions  square; 
these  they  will  fiL 

I  shall  hereafter  endeavour  to  pobti 
that  assemblage  of  circumstances  on  vl 
I  found  the  complaint  of  blunder, ' 
tion,  and  neglect,  in  the  adminii 
but  your  lordships  will  allow  me,  io^ 
first  place,  to  consider  the  genenl ' 
trine  that  has  been  drawn  into  the  * 
as  by  much  the  most  important 
and  what  indeed  principally  called  me  i 
I  say  has  been  drawn  into  the  debate, : 
sure  I  am  it  could  never  have  come' 
the  measure  in  question,  if  it  had  beeai 
lowed  to  rest  upon  its  true  bottom,  4 
a  claim  to  such  a  sanction  as  could] 
given  it  by  law :   which  sanction,  by 
way,  I  fancy  your  lordships  will  find  i 
cessary,  notwithstanding  all  that  haih 
said  in  support  of  the  Embargo  as  a  le 
exercise  of  prerogative. 

The  question  debated  is,  whether 
Embargo  on  corn,  the  largest  fire< ' 
exportation  of  which  is  permitted  bji 
acts  of  parliament,  and  encouraged 
statute  bounty,  is  a  prohibition  accc 
to  law ;  a  legal  act  of  government,  wH 
the  constitutional  bounds  of  the  prei 
tive  of  the  crown ;  or  is  only  a  merej 
of  power,  induced  by  an  urgent  necci 
in  the  state,  exceeding  the  true  linuHJ 
the  royal  prerogative,  but  that  ought)  ^ 
its  beneficial  tendency  and  effect,  to  bel 
proved,  and  must  be  confirmed  bj ' 
sanction  of  law,  to  give  it  legal  force  i 
valid  operation. 

This  qu^tion  comes  to  a  eeneral 
and  it  has  been  brought  to  uiat  in  the^ 
bate.  A  general  proposition  murtj 
maintained,  and  the  general  P^Pjl* 
has  been  maintained,  that  of  any,  avj 
of  any,  of  every  act  of  parlianacnt, 
King,  with  the  advice  of  the  pnvY "" 
cil,  may  suspend  the  execution  and  c 
whenever  his  Maje9ty,  so  advised,  p 
it  necessary  for  the  immediate  safety 
the  people. 
I  limit  it  so  to  give  the  propo»t»« 
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^r  pby*,   I  ahdl  likewise,  to  be  as  candid 

as  I  caoy  add,  because  it  has  been  added, 

duiioff  the  recess  of  parliament ;  and  if 

your  lordships  please,  they  shall  have  the 

odier  words  too,  when  parliament  cannot 

be  conreiueiiUy  ^assembled.     Such   pre- 

dsdy  is  the  proposition  tliat  has  been 

maiotaiaed  in  this  debate*     For  God's 

sake  1  my  lords,  is  iliis  the  doctrine  of  the 

coDstitulion  i   Is  this  doctrine  that  Eng* 

lishm^i  niU  swallow  ?   Can  it  ^o  down  ? 

I  do  not  »f  with  your  lordships,  will  it 

with  thenost  unread  or'  unlearned  in  the 

conslitoCioD?    If  this  is  a  constitutional 

docfriif,  I  make  bold  to  pronounce  the 

Bevofaition,  the  glorious  Revolution !  (as 

1  Jbre  beeo  taught  to  call,  and  to  think 

it,)  nothing  but  a  successful  rebellion,  the 

hast  lawless  and  wicked  invasion  of  the 

r^hti  of  the  crown, and  the  Bill  of 

it^htSy  that  illustrious  monument  of  Eng- 
Ush  Jibertjr,  the  palladium  and  bulwark  of 
the  constftutiony  die  most  false  and  scan- 
dalous libeL  that  ever  was  published ;  the 
most  infamous  imposition,  both  on  prince 
>Qd  people^  ever  mvcnted.    James  2  nei- 
ther abojcated,  nor  forfeited ;  he  was  rob- 
bed of  his   crown.     His  Majesty  is  an 
usurper,  and  his  royal  ancestors,  of  bless- 
ed memory,  even  our  great  and  glorious 
Deliverer  himself,  have  all  been  usurpers ; 
the  Act  of  Settlement  is  a  nullity,  "and 
jour  lordships  are  a  generation  of  rebels, 
whose  fathers  revolted ;   many  of  you  are 
not  peers  of  thelrealm.    F&rdon  me  if  I 
am  warm^  I  cannot  help  it. 

The  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  cross- 
bench,  who  spoke  early  in  this  debate,  is 

called  a  Whig, a  zealous  Whig  he  calls 

\Axiiself ;  but  he  has  defended  the  legality 
of  the  Embargo,  by  maintaining  the  very 
proposition  I  have  rehearsed.  I  say  he 
aas  defended  the  legality,  for  we  are  not 
now  dsbating  the  necessity,  and  the  argu- 
meat  goes  to  exclude  the  method  pointed 
St  in  the  Bill  moved,  of  legalizing  the 
measure,  and  validating  it,  by  a  bill  of  in- 
demnity. 

The  Doble  lord  has  told  us,  he  would 
prove  his  point  from  no  less  authorities, 
than  the  Bill  of  Rights,  acts  of  parliament, 
and  the  usage  of  the  privy  council.  Very 
respectable  authorities  indeed !  who  could 
desire  better  ?  I  shall  consider  them  all, 
ag  far  as  I  am' able  to  follow  the  noble 
lord  on  memory ;  and  I  was  as  attentive 
sspoMoble. 

Now,  my  lords,  to  the  proposition ;  and  I 
vould  first  speak  a  word  to  the  last  part  of 
it,  tlie  recess  of  parliament.    This  is  either 
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an  old,  or  a  new  distinction.  If  it  is  an 
old  one,  the  noble  lord  should  shew  us 
where  it  is  to  be  found ;  if  it  is  a  new  one, 
he  should  tell  us  what  authority,  warrant-^ 
ed  by  the  law  of  the  land,  has  made  it. 
But  the  truth  is,  it  is  the  distinction  of  the 
dav,  and  I  suspect  it  will  never  grow 
older ;  it  is  an  alleviation  of  the  dispens- 
ha^  power,  to  sweeten  it  to  your  lord- 
ships, because  too  nauseous  in  the  full 
stinking  potion. 

There  was  no  such  distinction  in  the 
days,  when  the  lawwnaking,  and  the  law- 
breaking  prerogative  walked  forth  at  noon 
tide.  '  Tiie  princes  that  wero  then  endea- 
vouring to  establish  the  dispensing  and 
suspending  power,  in  their  best  moods, 
ana  when  they  were  speaking  soft  worda 
to  pariiament,  told  them,  that  though  they 
condescended  to  call  them  together,  it  was 
not  because  tliey  could  not  do  without 
them ;  and  that  if  parliament  refused  what 
they  deigned  to  ask,  they  would  only  be 
forced  to  use  the  other  powers  for  attain- 
ing it,  which  God  had  given  them.  The 
concomitant,  and  the  fatal  principle  of 
those  days  was,  that  the  rights  of  parlia- 
ment were  so  many  concessions  of  the 
crown,  resumable  at  pleasure,  and  the 
caUing  them  but  a  gracious  compliment 
from  the  prince :  and  so  the  maxim  of  the 
idolaters  of  prerogative,  as  then  under- 
stood, that  is  of  absolute  and  arbitrary 
power,  was  d  Deo  Rex,  ^  Rege  Lex. 

I  cannot  conceive  the  ground  of  this 
distinction  as  to  the  recess  gf  parliament. 
By  the  constitution  as  now  moa^Ucd,  par- 
liament must  always  be  in  being,  ready  to 
be  called,  so  much  so,  that  even  an  expired 
parliament  revives,  when  necessary  to  be 
assembled,  and  another  is  not  chosen. 
With  regard  to  acts  of  parliament,  I  know 
of  no  days,  eMhtt/austt  or  Jesti^  in  which 
they  sleep.  They  aro  not  tike  jurisdic- 
tions that  m^be  evaded  by  soing  into  a 
sanctuary.  They  are  of  equal  force,  whOe 
in  being,  at  all  times,  in  all  places,  and 
over  all  persons ;  or,  as  Mr.  liocke  says, 
*  Laws,  though  made  in  a  short  time,  have 
a  constant  and  lastine  force.'  Acts  of  the 
executive  power  are  mcident,  temporary, 
and  instantaneous ;  but  acts  of  parliament 
are  permanent,  made  as  the  general  rule 
by  which  the  subject  is  to  live,  and  be  go- 
verned. 

Unless,  therefor^,  it  can  be  said  tha^ 
the  moment  parliament  breaks  up,  the 
king  stands  in  its  place,  and  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  acts  is  consigned  into  his 
hands,  he  cannot  of  right  suspend^  ao/ 
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move  than  he  can  make  lawi,  both  require 
wng  the  same  power.  The  law  fa  abore 
&e  king ;  and  the  crown,  aa  weU  aa  the 
anbject,  u  bomkd  by  it»  as  much  during 
ihe  recess/ as  in  the  session  of  parliament; 
because  no  point  of  timev  nor  emereent 
ctrcumstanee,  can  alter  the  oonstitation, 
or  create  a  right  not  antecedently  inhe- 
yent.  These  only  draw  fordi  mto  action 
the  power  that  oefote  exfated,  but  was 
quiescent. «  There  is  no  sodi  prerogatife 
m  any  hour  or  moment  of  time,  as  vests 
the  semblance  of  a  tegialatiTe  power  m  the 
crown*      ' 

If  we  next  examme  die  Ibundadon  of 
necessity,  it  wHl  appear  to  be  eaually  des- 
titute of  author^,  as  the  other  oistinction. 
But  it  #ovdd  be  tpr'tire  your  patience  un- 
reasonably, because  there  is  no  use  in  it, 
to  enter  into  this  arffument  at  large.  For 
who  has  ever  read  ttie  arguments  on  sliip 
money,  and  the  dispensing  powerin  former 
and  bad  reigns,  that  doep  not  know,  that 
a  supposed  necessit]^  was  the  plea  to  jus- 
tify the  acts  complained  of?  And  the  an- 
swer is  ready  in  the  mouth  of  erery  one, 
that  if  the  ch>wn  is  the  fudge  of  that  ne- 
cessity, the  power  fa  unmnited ;  because 
the  discretion  of  the  prince,  and  hfa 
council,  may  apply  it  to  any  instance  what- 
ever:  and  so  discretion  degenerates  into 
despotism.  Therefore  the  wisdom  of  the 
constitution  has  excluded  every  discretion 
in  the  crown  over  a  positive  statute,  and 
emancipated  acts  of  parliament  from  the 
royal  prerogative,  leaving  the  power  <rf 
suspension,  which  is  but  another  word  for 
a  temporary  repeal,  to  reside  where  the 
lespslative  is  lodged,  to  which  only  it  can 
belong ;  that  fa,  in  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons, who  together  constitute  the  only 
supreme  sovereign  authority  of  this  go- 
vernment. Nor  did  parliament  ever  allow 
of  the  dispensing  power,  or  any  thing  of 
the  kind,  because  it  lyas  exercised  under 
the  specious  pretence  of  the  safety  of  the 
nation  being  concerned,  and  the  whole 
kingdom  in  danger,  which  was  the  usual 
Jargon,  and,  if  true,  implied  the  most 
urgent  necessity. 

•  The  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  cross 
bench,  who,  like  a  true  friend  of  liberty, 
has  given  us  so  excellent  a  definition  of 
the  constitution,  as  a  government  by  law, 
(which  I  must  do  his  lordship  the  justice 
to  acknowledge  has  often  come  from  his 
lips  in  this  House)  has  very  accurately 
stated  the  extent  of  the  crown's  discretion, 
in  oiattere  within  the  legal  prerogative, 
fifa  lordship  has  truly  said,  that  in  these 


the  erown,  whidi  fa  entrusted  with  tli 

power,  and  has  the  right  to  adl,  moit  l| 

judge  of  the  necessity  and  season  of  sc 

subject  always  to  thacontrool  of  thst 

stitutiond  advice,  by  whidi  the  cromi 

act  in  all  cases.    But  these  acts,  si 

lordsliip  justly  observed,  are  legal,  not 

cause  they  are  necessary  and  proper, 

because  ttey  flow  from  the  proper 

and  they  are  legal  and  valid,  though' 

HI  themselves,  till  coirected ;  as  t 

power  may  be  fanproperiy  exerciied, 

which  the  advisers  are  responsiMe.  M 

heartily  agree  with  hfa  lordship  dak  ' 

constitution  has  entrusted  the  erfim 

no  power  to  suspend  any  act  of  _ 

unoer  any  circumstances  whatever; 

with  hfa  lordship  I  abo  declare  I 

shall,  nor  can,  consent  to  any  sodi  jott 

being  entrusted  with  the  crown. 

For  m^  own  part  it  fa  diflealt  fsr  ne 

fbrm  an  idea  of  the  necessity,  in  say  6* 

of  suspendmg  an  act  of  parSasMot 

royal  andiority;  as  the  pariiament 

always  be  assembled  in  time  to  prevoift 

urremediable  ev9  from  any  statute. 

and  ikmine  seem  to  be  the  most 

evifa;   but  neither  of  these  csn 

ever  catch  the  nation  in  a  case  of 

able  necessity,  without  culpable 

Invasion  fa  not  the  work  of  an  inslSBt, 

government  must  be  totally  asleep,  die 

nisters,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  d 

strangely,  if  there  fa  not  iateUigeflee 

time  to  assemble  parliament    Sesreity; 

fa  impossible,  can  ever  come  at  a 

notice,'8o  as  to  make  famine  stare  ai  n 

face ;    and  even  in  the  present  csie  i 

apparent,  that  the  necessity  which,  st 

instant,  justified  the  embargo,  wsb  o< 

to  an  inattention  that  loads  the  sutlioo 

it,  and  reduces  it  to  the  case  of  Essq's 

cessity,  who  sold  hfa  birthright  for  a  t 

of  pottage,  because  he  had  not  beenfj^j 

dent  enough  to  provide  in  time  fer  lavj^ 

ing  hfa  hunger  at  a  cheaper  rate*  9 

marquis  of  Halifax  has  some  words  M 

plicwle  to  thfa  subject,  that  I  caaaol  I 

(quoting  them.    *  By  the  advantage  m 

situation  (says  he)  there  can  hsrdly 

such  sudden  disease  come  upon  us,  bv 

Tting  may  have  time  enoogh  left  to  cop 

with  hfa  physicians  in  parliament  ^ 

tences  indeed  may  be  made,  bo*  •.'* 
f*  w      .» ^^ j^iavm  a 


— easy  lo  give 

stance  of  any  such  thing  for  the  time  pj 
or  reasonable  to  presume  it  ^\^ 
happen  for  the  tune  to  come.    But  if  v" 
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iltnufe  Aing  ihould  &U  out,  our  consUtu- 
tioo  isaot  ao  stiak  laced  as  to  kt  a  nation 
die  or  beati&d,  rather  than  it  should  be 
hdpedbf  any  but  the  proper  officers.  The 
eves  theaneliKes  will  brmg  the  remedies 
ikng  with  them/    This  doctrine  I  can 
fidbseribe  to  in  aO  its  parts.  .  But  still,  I 
By»  (hat  if  a  clear  case  of  undeniable  ne* 
cesHty  could  be  figured,  the  legality  of 
the  act  done  under  that  force  wpuld  just 
iUnd  vhase  k  did,  upon  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  die  constitution,  andnot  the  par- 
ticuilsreilgencyof  die  instance;   and  the 
jastificsiion  to  be  efiected  by  an  es  poH 
jlSKiokr,  has  not  pointed  at.  Forlappre- 
hesd  il  to  be  bad  politics,  and  I  snould 
lo^^  it  wone  law,  that  any  special  case 
OB  ever  derogate  from  n  ceneral  fixed 
lufei  such  as  a  fundamental  hiw  of  the 

OOBsdtOtiOB. 

Let  us  therefore,  my  lords,  take  what 
niadwewiH,  still  we  come  back  to  the 
general  ifaestioB,  has  or  has  not  the  crown 
a  right  to  suspend  an  act  of  parliament,  in 
soy  ease  or  on  any  pretoice  whatever  i 
Aid  let  the  question  be  tried  by  the 
HoBse's  own  aiwiorities. 

I  begin  with  the  lowest  and  last  named 

•-the  usage  of  the  privjr  council.    The 

aoble  lofd  produced  no  mstanc^s  of  this 

uisge  ef  the  privj  council,  in  prohibitin|p 

the  exiMNrtalieo  of  com.    The  present  is 

the  firjt  wehave  been  informed  of.    It  is 

detr  the  quaen^  ministers  would  not  yen- 

iuettpen  itin  1709.    On  the  contrary, 

vkeo  the  queen  was  advised  to  call  parliih 

Mot  en  pvpese  to  make  provision  for 

fiereatmg  ftmif ,  it  is  remarkable  that 

she  teib  them  in  the  speech  from  the 

thraac;,  Ihat  slie  had  done  aB  that  she 

««iU  by  law;  fefonttaigto  the  prodama- 

tiiiiaBQedagasBatfoiestaliing,&c   The 

J^  was  not  adwsed  even  to  use  the 

ywosof  faqring  on  a  geaeral  embaigo, 

^htteky  tofrevent  the  eamortation  of  com; 

j^Ogh  faemg  in  time  or  war,  the  crown 

bad  sn  undoubted  righttolay  an  embargo. 

At  that  would  have  been  asiM  the  war 

power  ef  embaigoes  iadireetly  lor  aaodier 

^  than  a  war  piirpoae,  sudi  an  eiasion 

rfthe  hnr  was  not  judged  wise  or  fit.    In 

^  same  maimer  the  example  of  the 

9»ea*s  saigB   was   followed  in    1756; 

vjuchwaaaisoa^imeof  wer.  Lord  Hard- 

vickeoouU  not  ||i^  advise  an  embargo: 

ve  see  at  ail  dibsir  times  of  the  uke 

^■eney»  fimaan  apprehensioii  of  scarcity 

(msaMot  has  been  constantly  resorted 

to:  and  from  tlwhaaereoital  of  the  several 

^Ms  of  parliaaaeat  an  Iha  subject^  as  wall 


as  the  laws  permitting  the  exportation,  as 
those  temporary  acts  probioiting  it  in 
times  of  scarcity,  it  is  plain  that  there  is 
not,  perhaps,  another  instance  of  a  t)3Axtg 
so  well  guarded  against  the  fangs  of  pre- 
rogative,  in  practice  as  well  as  by  statute. 
^  My  lords;  the  onlv  example  of  this 
usage  mentioned  bv  the  noble  lord  waa 
the  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  gun* 
oowder,  which  is  freouently  laid  on  by  the 
king  and  council.  But  to  that  there  is  a 
very  short  answer,  viz.  that  there  is  an  ex- 
press provision  in  one  of  the  actsihat  have 
been  alluded  to,  the  12th  of  Charles  the  2d» 
allowing  the  Kin^  by  proclamation  to  pro- 
hibit the  exportation  orgunpowder,  though 
•by  the  eame  act  the  exportation  of  it  is 
permitted ;  which  is  an  authority  in  point 
against,  instead  of  being  one  for,  the 
noble  lord's  argument  And  this  express 
statute  provision,  as  to  gunpowderj  to 
avoid  doubts  upon  preroaative  powers, 
even  in  such  a  case  as  that  of  warlike 
stores,  proves  how  jealous  parliament  is  of 
a  dispeasmg  power,  and  bow  scrupuloua 
government  has  been  to  rest  any  thing 
upon  constructive  arguments  at  right,  or 
cases  of  necessity,  to  Justify  the  crowa'a 
mter&riiig  with  acts  of  paruament. 

In  regwd  to  the  autliority  of  acts  of 
parliament,  the  only  one  mentioned  by 
the  nobie  lord,  I  think,  was  that  con- 
verting the  Declaration  of  R^hts  into  a  Bill, 
and  making  k  a  statute.  We  may  there- 
fore take  both  together,  the  noble  lord's 
arrament  beiog  founded  on  a  compartsoa 
ofthe  Dedarauou  with  the  BUI  or  statate, 
and  what  Ibe  noble  kird  is  pleased  so 
call  a  di&reaoe  between  theai,  as  if  the 
BiU  limiled  and  lestraioed  the  words  la 
the  Declaration. 

The  noble  lord  read  finom  his  owa 
copy  the  first  artkle  of  the  Deckration 
of  ttigfats,  piesented  to  the  prince  and 
princesa  of  Orange,  and  vert^atim  recited 
m  the  Bill,  or  Act  of  parliament.  The 
words  Vif  the  article  are,  *  Whereas  kjqg 
James,'  Ac.  did  so  aad  so,  *  By  assuming 
and  eaerdsrog  a  power  of  dispensing  with, 
and  suspending  laws,  and  the  execution 
of  laws  without  ooosent  of  parliaoaent.' 
And,  says  the  noble  lord,  this  io  be 
sure  is  generd,  and  would  leave  no  lati- 
tude, but  this  is  onlv  the  daim  as  put  in 
•by  the  aufaject,  and^  therefbre  when  par- 
liament came  to  enact  upon  the  artide, 
thqr  restrained  it,  knowing  diat  k  was 
impossible  but  there  might  be  a  necessity 
far  the  crown's  suspending  some  particidar 
aots  flf  narliamsaitf  duriac  the  xaoem  of 
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parliament.'  I  appeal  to  yoar  lordships  if 
this  was  not  the  noble  lord's  reasoning  pre- 
cisely, and  his  very  words ;  I  marked  them 
well,  for  I  own  they  surprised  me. 

And  the  noble  lord  next  reads  on  your 
Journals  the  second  articte  of  the  Bill,  in 
the  enacting  part,  which  stands  thus  (viz. 
declared  by  parliament)  *  that  the  pre- 
tended power  of  dispensing  with  laws,  or 
the  execution  of  laws  by  legal  authority, 
as  it  has  been  assumed  and  exercised  of 
late,  is  illegal.*  Hence,  says  the  noble 
lord,  it  is  clear  that  parliament,  when  they 
came  to  make  the  statute,  would  not  deny 
every  degree  or  kind  of  a  dispensing  power 
in  the  crown,  but  only  *  as  exercised  or  late,' 
that  is  by  king  James.  1  confess  the  rea- 
soning astonished  me,  and.  I  think  it  could 
not  convince  your  lordships,  or  any  man 
living,  if  the  thing  rested  on  the  very  words 
the  noble  lord  has  read,  to  prove  his  dis- 
tinction between  the  Declaration  and  the 
enacting  Bill. 

The  history  of  these  words  *  as  exercised 
'of  late'  is  well  known.  They  were  an 
amendment  made  by  the  Lords  to  the  Bill 
to  save  some  old  charters  and  grants,  with 
non-obsiantes :  and  to  secure  against  all  dis- 
pensations whatever  with  statutes  in  time 
to  come,  there  is  a  clause  in  the  end  of  the 
Act,  declaring  that  no  dispensation  by  non- 
obstante  of,  or  to  any  statute,  should  be 
thereafter  allowed,  except  a  dispensation 
be  allowed,  in  such  statute.  But  what 
was  the  dispensing  power  exercised  of  late 
by  king  James?  It  was  only  dispensing 
with  penal  laws ;  that  is,  a  remitting  or 
dispensing  with  penalties  inflicted  by  act 
of  parliament  in  certain  cases :  andieven 
that  sort  of  dispensation,  or  exercise  of 
the  dispensing  power  by  king  James,  is 
condemned  by  the  Bill  of  ^Rights,  as  illegal. 

These  words,  therefore,  upon  which  the 
noble  lord  has  laid  so  much  stress,  furnish 
one  particular  remark,  but  it  is  most  ua- 
favourable  to  the  purpose  for  which  he 
has  quoted  them.  Your  lordships  will 
have  prevented  me  in  it,  by  recollecting 
what  I  had  just  now  mentioned*  For 
though  king  James  undertook  |o  shew, 
by  the  means  of  his  corrupt  judges,  that  a 
power  in  the  king  to  dispense  with  law 
was  law,  the  only  acts  of  parliament  upon 
which  he  made. his  essay  of  the  dispensing 
and  suspending  power  were  the  penal  sta- 
tutes against  non-conformity :  from  which, 
for  the  sake  of  the  Papists,  he  gave  a  gene- 
ral exemption  by  die  lump  to  all  his  sub- 
jects, lie  took  that  method,  because  par- 
iiar^iant  hjid  rfimoiiatratfid  aminst  hia  diA. 


pensing  with  the  Test  Act,  in  fiivonr  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  officers  he  employed :  and 
the  language  which  the  parliament  held  in 
that  remonstrance  deserves  our  most  par- 
ticular notice.  Thev  told  the  king  *•  that 
the  consequences  of  dispensing  with  that 
law,  without  an  act  of  parliament,  were 
of  the  greatest  concern  to  the  rights  of 
the  subject,  and  to  all  the  laws.'  King 
James  suspended  no  acts  of  parliament 
besides  these  penal  laws ;  and  to  penal  laws 
only  did  the  judges  he  corrupted  extend 
that  shameful  opinion  for  the  dispensing 
power,  which  they  give  judicially  in  a  par- 
ticular case;  an  opinion  grounded  upon 
such  notable  reasons  as  these,  ^  that  the 
laws  of  England  were  the  king's  laws,  and 
therefore  it  was  an  incident,  inseparable 
prerogative  of  the  kings  of  England,  as  of 
all  other  sovereign  princes,  to  dispense 
with  all  penal  laws ;  and  that  it  was  Dot  a 
trust  invested  in,  or  granted  to  the  king, 
but  the  ancient  remains  of  the  sovereign 
power'  of  the  kings  of  England,  whidi 
never  had  been  taken  from  them,  nor 
could  be.'  Yet  for  dispensing  with  and 
suspending  these  penal  laws  only,  laws 
that,  in  so  far  as  they  afiected  Protestant 
dissenters,  were  trufy  a  grievance,  and 
therefore  were  repealed  after  the  Revolu- 
tion, did  the  estates  of  this  kingdom  de* 
throne  king  James:  and  it  was  declared 
in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  that  the  pretended 
power  of  dispensing  with  laws,  or  the  exe* 
cution  of  laws  by  legal  authority,  as  it  had 
i>een  so  assumed  and  exercised  of  lat^ 
was  illegal.  What  then  must  we  thiak,  m 
these  times,  of  such  a  construction,  as  is  I 
now  held  out  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  which 
attempts  to  invalidate  and  pervert  the 
great  charter  of  the  Revolution,  by  setting 
up,  as  a  prerogative  of  the  crown,  a  rigbV 
in  all  cases  of  necessity,  to  dispense  with  all 
laws,  touching  our  lS>ertv,  and  our  pro- 
perty ?^a  right,  to  which  m  these  instaaca 
king  James  2,  with  his  moat  corrnpt  judges,! 
never  dared  to  aspure.  ' 

But  my  wonder  is  not  confined  to  tbel 
noUe  lord's  construction  or  interpretation 
of  these  words.  For  I  am  utterly  at  a  M 
to  understand  how  the  noble  lord  got  at  the 
second  article  of  the  enacting  Bill,  without 
readmg  the  first ;  or  how  he  tookthe  seem 
article  alone  of  the  Bill  for  thewhole  echo  j 
the  first  article  of  the  declaration  or  cUifflO^ 
rights  recited  in  it,  as  the  preamble  of  the 
enacting  part,  when  the  ha^of  theansire^ 
to  the  first  article  of  the  claim  or  dedtfa^ 
taon  is  in  the  first  article  oC  the  BOL    But 

however  4«  noUc  laid  may  liave  f» 


855] 


Suspending  and  Dispensing  Prerogative*  A.  D.  176&  [S6($ 


orer  tiiat  firet  aittde  of  the  enacting  part, 
I  dare  saj  it  is  not  out  of  any  of  your 
lonishipa'  memory.     Hear  the  words  of  it. 
(Art.  1,  of  the  enacting  Bill)  *  Declare 
that  the  pretended  power  of  suspending  of 
laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws,  by  regal 
lutbority,  without  consent  of  parliament, 
is  illegal:'  the  very  precise  letters  and 
words  of  the  first  article  of  the  Declaration, 
or  CWim  of  Rights,  only  leaying  out  the 
word  *  dkpensing,'  because  that  it  Is  made 
an  artide  by  itself  in  the  tecond  of  the 
enactis^  Bill.    After  reading    this   first 
attidedPthe  enacting  part  of  the  Bfll,  I 
certanilr  need  not  asK  your  lordships,  or 
the  none  lord  himself,  where  the  limitation 
i^  m  that  article,  on '  which  his  lordship 
iaf  ^landed  his  whole  argument  ?     Nor 
riff  tbe  noble  lord  deny,  that  the  first  ar- 
d'cie  isas  much  a  part  of  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment as  the  second.    Most  undouDtedly 
there  is  not  the  least  difference  between  the 
bill  and  the  claim  in  this  general,  unlimited, 
aod  unrestrained  position,  that  the  pre* 
tended  power  of  suspending  of  laws,  or  the 
execution   of  laws,  by  regal    authority, 
without  consent  of  parliament,  is  ^illegal ; 
erery  word  of  which  is  emphatical.     And 
so  parliament  in   the  same  Bill  enacts, 
'that  idl  and  singular  the  rights  and  li- 
lierties  asserted  and  claimed  in  the  said 
Declaration^  are  the  true,  ancient,  aikl  in- 
dubitai>le^ght8  and  liberties  of  the  people 
of  this  kinedom,  and  shall  be  so  esteemed, 
iliowed,  acyudged,  deemed,  and  taken  to 
be ;  aoddlluit  all  and  every  the  particulars 
aforesaid  shall  be  firmly  and  strictly  holden 
and  obserred,  as  they  are  expressed  in 
the  said  Declaration ;  and  all  cnBcers  and 
xnmisters  whatsoever  shaH  serve  their  ma- 
ioticsaiid  their  successors  according  to 
the  woe.' 

The  noble  lord  says  it  is  a  narrow  and 
iiiibenl  idea  that  the  crown  has  not,  or 
aught  not  to  have,  a  power,  for  the  public 
good,  to  suspend  an  act  of  parliament.  I 
QO  not  know  what  the  noble  lord's  notions 
cf  liberality  are,  or  how  liberal  his  own 
ideas  may  be.  Extraordinary  liberality 
received,  may  beget  extravagant  returns. 
IVofitfioD  in  giving  may  produce  vast 
conpliance  in  3rieKliog; '  and  to  whom 


KQuired.  A  great  authority  says,  that 
gi/ts  biind  even  the  wise.  For  my  part  I 
confess,  I  have  no  opinion  of  that  liberality 
of  which  die  constitution  is  the  Bi:d>ject. 
Of  the  constitution  no  dian  can  be  too 
sparing  or  Abstemious*  She  has  cost 
A)udi,  wd  flte  i*  w9rA  |dl  that  sh^  has 


cost,  and  without  it,  every  thing  else  will 
be  of  little  value.  I  hope  nothing  shall 
ever  tempt  your  lordships  to  be  liberal  so 
much  at  the  expence  of  your  fellow  subjects. 
Slices  of  the  constitution  are  the  last  thing 
I  will  give  away,  nor  shall  I  consent  to 
maim  it,  to  gratify  any  man,  or  to  justify 
any  measure. 

As  to  the  noble  lord^s  question,  what 
would  be  the  distress  on  many  occasions,  ' 
if  there  was  in  no  case  a  power  in  the 
crown  to  suspend  an  act  or  parliament? 
After  the  words  of  the  Bill,  that  is'  the 
statute  of  rights,  which  I  have  quoted,  I 
will  give  no  other  answer  than  this,  that 
they  exclude  totally,  absolutely,  and  in 
the  most  general  terms  possible,  any  such 
power ;  and  I  am  yet  to  learn  what  poste- 
rior statute  has  repealed  one  article  of  the 
Bill  of  Right,  or  vested  in  the  crown,  or 
Che  privy  council  such  a  sort  of  chancery 
powers,  to  suspend  laws  and  acts  of  par- 
liament,  on  suggestions  of  equity,  or  expe- 
diency, for  the  safety  or  relief  of  the  sub- 
ject :  nor  do  I  see  that  such  an  alteration 
would  be  an  amendment  of  the  constittition ; 
I  think  it  would  destroy  it,  to  the  very 
foundation. 

We  have  had  a  phQosophical  argument 
upon  prerogative,  to  prove  that  the  pro- 
hibition in  question,  was  a  legal  exercise 
of  legal  prerogative:  and  Mr.  Locke's 
authority  has  been  quoted  a  page  or  two 
of  whose  chapter  on  prerogative  the  noble 
lord  in  my  eye  has  read. 

Nobody  has  greater  respect  for  Mr. 
Locke's  writings  than  I. have;  yet  if  1 
found  any  thing  in  them  that  did  not 
square  with  the  settled  fundamentals  of 
the  constitution,  I  should  not  be  moved 
by  him»  It  is  highly  improper,  I  am 
an'aid,  to  enter  here  into  a  general  discus* 
sion  of  Mr.  Lodce's  ideas,  and  nothing 
but  the  deference,  I  will  add,  the  justice^ 
due  to  so  venerable  a  name,  would  have 
made  me  go  into  this.  But  1  believe 
Mr.  Locke  and  I  do  not  at  all  differ,  and 
I  think  he  is  misunderstood,  when  brought 
as  an  authority  on  the  other  side.  It  is 
not  doing  him  justice;  for  surely  there 
was  not  a  man  in  England  a  greater  enemy 
to  the  dispensing  power  than  himself. 


Bttidi  is  given,  of  them  the  more  will  be  '     Pirerogative  is  a  word  that  has  been  the 


occasion  of  great  wranglings,  and  certainly 
the  princes  of  the  House  of  Stuart  under- 
stood by  it  arbitrary  power,  or  something 
so  very  near  it  as  not  to  be  distinguidiable. 
I  have  a  very  sunple  notion  of  it,  and  it  is 
this,  that  prero^tive  is  that  shmre  of  tli% 
government  which,  by  tbe  constitution,  ^* 
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yetted  in  the  kio^  alooe.  Lord  Coke, 
after  givkg  die  etymology  of  the  word  m 
denominatod  from  the  most  excellent 
pant,  becauie  die  kiitt  must  be  first  asked 
befinne  aoy  law  is  mMe,  aays, '  the  prero- 
gative oomprebends  all  the  powers,  pre- 
eninenees,  and  pririleges  wnich  the  law 
giveth  to  the  crown.  Itls  no  distinct  or  se- 
pMrate  ioheffitance  m  the  crown  opposed  to 
the  interest  of  his  people.  It  is  a  trust 
*  ad  communeaii  totius  pepuli  salutem/ 
just  as  much  as  the  powers  of  pariiameai 
are.'  Now  I  can  never  cooceiye  the  pre* 
rogative  to  indude  a  power  of  anry  sort  to 
suspend  or  dispense  with  laws,  for  a  rea* 
son  so  plain  that  it  cannot  be  overiooked 
unless^ oecause  it  is  plain;  and  Aat  is, 
that  the  great  branch  of  the  prerogative  is 
the  executive  power  of  government,  the 
duty  of  which  is  to  see  to  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  whidi  can  never  be  done  by  dis« 
pending  with  or  suspendins;  diem. 

When  Mr.  Locke  ^pesiks  of  die  prero- 
gative as  acting  sometunes  affaihst  law,  or 
of  the  laws  themselves  yielding  to  the 
executive,  k  is  fiur  from  his  meaning  that 
the  prerogadve  or  execudve  can  dispense 
with  or  suspend  laws.  His  example  makes 
it  dear,  viz.  that  of  pardoning  offenders 
where  the  law  condemns,  which  is  cer- 
tainly undoubted  prerogadve.  lliere  the 
law  yidds,  not  in  its  force  or  sabnstenoe, 
but  only  in  its  consequiences,  and  in  a 
fMrticular  instance :  and  thooffh  the  king 
can  pardon,  he  cannot  befordiandy  even 
in  a  particidar  instance,  dispense  with  the 
law.  The  expression  of  acdng  against 
law,  is  perhnps  not  well  chosen,  but  it  is 
evident  Mr.  Locke  intended  to  express  no 
more  than  this,  that  the  crown  can  by 
fMurdon  (for  instance)  prevent  that  execu- 
tion which  the  law  would  effiwL  As  ibr 
the  other  instance  mentioned  by  Mr. 
I^ocke  of  the  law  yielding,  via.  pulling 
down  a  house  to  stop  a  fire,  it  is  a  dear 
inaccuracy,  for  that  has  nothing  in  the 
srorld  to  do  with  prerogative,  or  even  with 
magistnunr,  no  more  than  throwing  goods 
overboard  to  keep  a  ship  from  sinking. 
It  is  an  instantaneous  act  of  self-defence, 
to  authorize  which  no  man  waits  for,  nor 
needs  seek  the  order  of.  a  maffistrate. 
The  fiict  of  duiger  which  is  visibfe,  justi-* 
fiesit  inlaw,  just  as  the  danger  of  a  ship 
justifies  in  law  the  throwing  goods  over- 
board :  and  both  acts  are  legal,  and  allowed 
hy  all  the  laws  in  the  world.  Nobody 
ever  beard  or  read  of  a  proclamation  or 
^ict  from  the  sovereign  to  pull  dpwn  a 
hQuseinthenudstofaconflagnrtion.    60 
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diat  if  Mr.  Locke's  whde  deiiaiti«i 
prerogative  is  taken  together  snd  fiiiily  1 
poun&d  by  what  he  himself  says^it « 
be  found  heperfectly  agrees  with  whati 
sound   constitutionalists  have  adw 
that  <  prerogative  is  a  power  in  the  ^ 
son  ot  the  sovereign,  to  commaDd  or  1 
in  matters  not  repugnant  to  the  l«r, 
for  which  the  law  has  not  provided, 
certain  acts  of  grace  and  nrveur, 
the  king  might  exerdse  with  NOBidi 
some  particidar  persons,  prorided  th 
acts  were  not  very  prcmidicial  to  the 
of  the  nation/    Let  Mr.  Lodce  be 
allowed  to  speak  in  his  own  woidi,  audi 
error  can  be  drawn  fiiom  them.   Hiii 
soning  in  support  of  what  he  csDs  thel 
jriddmg  to  prerogative  or  the 
IS  tUs,  *  Smce  manjr  accidents 
pen,  wherein  a  stnot  and  rigid 
tioa  (he  should  have  said  ezecutiai) 
the  laws  majr  do  harm,  and  a  mm 
come  sometimes  within  die  readi  di 
law,  which  makes  no  distinctisB  ef 
"^Bons,  by  an  action  that  maydeierfei 
ward  and  pardon,  it  is  fit  the  rder  ' 
have  a  power  in  many  casc^  to  a 
the  severity  of  the  law,  and  psrdsn 
oftoders** 

And  in  the  other  places  alliided 
where  he  speaks  of  preri^gative 
against  law,  he  reasons  thus,  <  For 
in  some  ^governments  the  Iw^ 
power  is  not  always  in  being,  and  ii 
too  numerous,  and  too  slow  for  die 
patch  requisite  to  execution;  and 
It  is  also  impossible  to  fiMesee,  and  a) 
laws  to  provide  for  all  acddeats  ssdi 
cessities  that  may  concern  the  public»l 
to  make  such  laws  sm  will  do  no  Itf 
they  are  executed  with  inflexible 
on  all  occasions,  and  upon  all  peiiOBil 
may  come  iir  their  way,  therefore  tbeit] 
a  latitude  left  to  the  executive  povert 
do  many  thiacs  by  choice,  whi<m  the 
do  not  preacru>e.'  Mark  the  Isst 
'  which  the  laws  do  not  prescribe*' 
does  not  say  of  doing  things  to  make 
of  no  force.  Nor  in  any  one  placeof 
book  does  he  spedc  of  prerogative  si  h 
ing  a  power  to  suspend  any  law.  Oft 
contrary,  he  laigdy  handles  the  powtfj 
positive  laws  over  the  prerogative 
to  dedare  limitations  of  it;  and  ehewi 
absurdity  of  calling  such  limitstioDe 
croachments  upon  the  pren^;ati?e: 
he  is  vei^  dear  and  express,  *  that  m 
legislatare  is  the  supreme  power  or  m 
commonwealth,  and  that  no  edict  oNtf 
bddy  else,  in  what  fima  soever  conodwi 
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or  br  wbal  power  geeixerbteked,  can  ha?t 
ihe  btet  md  eUigstioii  of  a  Ukw^  liiiicli 
ki  nel  its  ianetiaB  from  Chat  legidature 
vUch  the  fioUic  has  chosen  and  ap- 
pomled,  and  that  no  obedience  is  doe  hut 
oknaiely  to  the  supreme  authoritry  which 
k  the  legislature/ 

Aay  author  ma^  be  misunderstood  by 
tildng  detached  pieces  of  his  writings,  and 
thai  only  can  render  Mr.  Locke's  sense 
of  tbb  matter  dark  or  obscure';  though  I 
do  not  daak  he  is  always  nksely  correct  in 

For  OK  instance,  he  says,  in  one  pkee, 

that  '  Ae  aupreme  power  cannot  take 

froo  say  asan  any  part  of  his  property 

wilftsst  hh  consent,  because  the  end  of 

^orcnnaent  is  to  secure  property.'    Yet 

voold  not  any  man  be  justly  laughed  at 

Is  prediioe  this  sentence  firom  Mr.  Locke, 

to  prove  tfmt  parliament  could  not  divest 

the  owners  of  the  property  of  the  houses 

whidi  Ihe  Bank   has   dirown  down  in 

Threadneedle  Street,  upon  grring  them  a 

compensation  i    Mr.  Locke  knew  better 

than  to  doubt  it;  though  that  single  sen* 

tence,  if  it  stood  by  ilsm,  mi^t  import  a 

contrary  opiaioo. 

^  A  great  deal  has  been  said  on  thisocea* 

Bon  by  the  noble  lord,  who  has  quoted 

Mr.  Locke,  upon  a  few  other  words  of 

dist  great  author,  where  he  says,  that  '  if 

diere  comes  to  be  a  question  between  the 

executire  power  and  the  people,  tbmxt  a 

thii^  daimed  sm  a  prerogathre,  the  ten- 

^OKy  of  the  exercise  of  such  a  prerogative 

te  me  good  or  hurt  of  the  people  will 

cady  deode  that  question.'    And  the  ar- 

^yept  drawn  from  these  words,  is  to 

mew  that  the  tendency  of  the  embargo  in 

V>don,  to  the  good,  and  not  to  th«  nort 

^the  people,  must  decide  for  the  legality 

of  te  measure,  as  an  exercise  of  legd 

P'viifilive.    But  I  must  si^  there  never 

^^  la  ny  poor  apprehension,  an  argn- 

BSBt  AuDoed  in  a  greater  mistake,  or  an 

tB^or  niore  unseasonaUy  cited. 

Mr.  Locke  is  not  here  speaking  of  the 

MsM  of  a  single  act  done  in  exercise 

<f  t  right  of  prerc»atiye,  as  a  rule  to  de- 

tide  the  legant^  ofthat  particular  act :  he 

^^tikf  (and  his  words  are  plain)  of  the 

ll^deacy,  thai  %  the  general  tendency  of 

^exercise  of  a  power  or  thing  claimed 

^  a  prerogative,  as  a  rule  bv  which  the 

iQcstion  mar  be  decided,  whether  that 

^9wtt  or  tiimg  cAsimed  as  a  prerogative, 

^reaB^  a  legal  prerogative,  or  only  an 

^tarpation— -and  most  undoubtedly  it  may 

\e  a  mfendo  of  decision.    It  is  upon  that 


very  nde  Aat  I,  and  I  trust  every  Eag". 
Mshssan  in  his  senses  does^  and  for  ever 
will,  decide,  that  a  wnpea^nf  power  is 
DoC,  cannot  be  a  legal  prerogative,  in  any 
drcumstances^  or  under  any  pretence 
whatsoever,  because  the  tendency  of  the 
exercise  of  such  a  prerogative  is  destroo* 
tive  to  the  constitution.  I  say  the  ten- 
dency of  the  exercise ;  for  it  tends  to  ren* 
der  acu  of  parlkmient  uncertain,  and  to 
bring  positive  law  under  the  discretion, 
that  is  the  pleasure  ofthe  crown,  and  con*- 
sequently  to  set  the  whole  rights  and  li- 
berties of  the  subject  afloat,  so  that  no 
man  can  for  a  moment  bo  sore  of  die  law, 
though  it  is  his  ioheritanoe  and  bhth  right* 
Then,  indeed,  it  VouU  be  <  vis  mensura 
juris.' 

Far,  therefore,  am  I  from  difiering  with 
Mr.  Locke,  in  what  he  says  in  the  words 
quoted.  I  find  myself  at  fiill  liberty  to 
express  my  approbation  of  his  reasoning. 
I  adopt  his  rale  of  decision  ofthat  great 
question,  whether  a  thing  claimed  as  a 
prerogathre,  be,  or  ought  to  be,  one.  And 
1  tho  heartily  concur  with  Mr.  Locke's 
sentiments  in  the  only  other  quotation 
that  has  been  read  from  him,  *  that  when 
that  ereat  question  does  arise,  (and  it 
must  be  the  greatest  of  misfortunes  when 
it  does)  between  an  execntnre  and  a  le- 
gislative power,  constituted  as  ours  are^ 
there  is  no  judge  on  ^arth  to  decide  it ; 
and  therefore  the  only  remedy  is  the  ap- 
peal to  Heaven,  that  is,  to  the  swmrd.'  On 
that  principle  do  I  approve  and  justify  the 
conduct  of  those  great  mid  brave  men, 
who  maintained  our  liberties  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  lives.  They  first  con- 
tended for  them,  in  parliament,  by  force 
of  reason,  and  particularly  against  Uie  dis- 
pensing power  of  ibe  crown ;  and  when 
the  obstmacv  of  unhappy  princes,  en- 
slaved with  the  notions-ofarbitrary  power, 
which  they  call  prerogative,  left  no  other 
option  but  to  submit  to  the  usurpation  of 
the  crown,  or  to  fight,  they  drew  their 
swords,  and  Heaven,  to  which  they  ap- 
pealed, propitious  to  English  libertv,  jus- 
tified their  cause,  and  crowned  It  witit 
success.  In  that  extremity  it  was  thehr 
right,  their  undoubted  right,  upon  the 
doctrine  of  legal  resistance^  which  is  in- 
corporated in  this  constitution,  to  t$ke 
the  fidd  muost  the  princes  who  were  the 
enemies  of  their  people,  the  oppressors  df 
titeir  liberties.  For  as  Mr.  Locke,  truly 
says,  in  the  forciMe  eacpressions  Uiat  have 
been  read  by  the  nobie  lord,  *  The  peo-' 
pfe  have,  by  a  law  anteeedent,  and  para- 
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perlyandhuitfiAyexeroifled?  Ktbeyin^ 
the  advUers  ofthe  crown  are  resppoa" 
though  the  power  ezercifled  is  legal, 
4he  acts  valid.  As  the  noble  and  I( 
lord  on  the  cross  beach  truly  said, 
the  king  makes  war,  it  is  war  to  att 
consequences,  however  improperly 
crown  may  have  been  advised  in 
the  measure ;  and  so  of  the  rest  On 
other  handt  if  a  suspending  '^power 
exercised  in  an  instance  never  so 
cial,  the  power  is  not  a  legal  pre 
and  is  not  to  be  endured,  becaiue  of  i 
dangerous  tendency.  Nevertheless, 
particular  act  done,  under  colour  or  p» 
tence  of  such  a  power,  if  in  itself  for  tk 
advantage  of  the  peoide,  will  not  cease  Is 
be  so,  however  illegal  the  power  tododw, 
act  may  be.  Let  me  only  just  asl^  si  it 
comes  in  my  way,  and  maj^  in  soiDe  te- 
spects  be  particularly  applicable  to  tbecntj 
of  the  embargo  under  coDsiderstiflU 
Could  the  crown  now  legally  create  sfaJ 
reigner  a  peer,  because  it  is  the  geocdl 
prerogative  of  the  crown  to  make  peeo^ 
when  the  Act  of  Settlement  has,  io  M 
particular  instance,  restrained  the  genoi 
prerogative  of  the  crown  ?  Certainlj  sA 
And  for  the  same  reason,  even  suppoiii( 
it  to  have  been  at  any  time  an  iDoercit 
power  in  the  crown  to  prohibit  die  exp# 
tatibn  of  corn,  the  crown  cannot  novji 
it,  as  positive  statute  has  clearly  divesw 
the  crown  of  the  power. 

What  I  have  said  is,  I  think,  sufficM 
to  shew,  that  Mr.  Locke  is  very  nin 
misunderstood  and  misapplied,  in  ^ 
words  last  referred  to,  which  have  M 
much  insisted  upon,  when  they  are  pn^ 
duced  as  an  authority  to  prove,  tliat  tKi 
tendency  of  the  embargo  to  the  good  i 
the  people,  is  the  rule  for  deciding  if  it ' 
an  exercise  of  a  legal  prerogative  or  Dflt 
I  will  even  venture  to  say,  Mr.  Lockn 
words  are  a  clear  authority  upon  vajm 
to  prove,  as  far  as  the  reasomos  ^^^ 
nion  of  that  great  writer  can  ao  it»H» 
the  dispensing  or  suspending  power,  wJud^ 
is  the  only  thing  that  can  be  named  tf^ 
prerogative,  under  or  by  virtue  of  »"^ 
the  embargo  is  laid,  is  not,  and  cannot  w 
a  preroffative.  . 

I  will,  however,  go  yet  a  steo  fart^» 
and  I  hope  I  shall  satisfy  your  lotm\^ 
that  the  use  made  of  this  authority  of  i^* 
Locke,  taken  as  the  noble  lord  hasststefl 
and  explained  it,  even  upon  his  ^^^^ 
ment,  is  as  dangerous  and  unsatislactoiy 
as  any  thing  can  be.  For,  my  lords,  «ttij 
pose  for  once,  it  was  the  teadenc;  ^ 


mount  to  ail  positive  laws  of  men,  re- 
served that  Ultimate  determination  to 
themselves,  which  belongs  to  all  mankind, 
when  there  lies  no  appeal  on  earth,  viz.  to 
make  their  appeal  to  Heaven :  and  this 
judgment  they  cannot  part  with/  That, 
/to  use  the  Marquis  of  Halifax's  words,  a 
little,  and  but  a  very  little  differently  ap- 
plied^ *  is  the  hidden  power  in  this  con- 
atitution,  which  would  be  lost  if  it  was  de- 
fined; a  certain  mystery,  by  virtue  of 
which  a  nation  may,  at  some  critical  times, 
be  (as  ours  has  been)  secured  from  ruin : 
.but  then  it  must  be  kept  as  a  mystery :  it 
is  rendered  useless.  When  touched  by  un- 
akilful  hands ;  and  no  people  ever  had,  or 
deserved  to  have  that  ^wer,  which  was 
so  unwary  as  to  anticipate  their  claim -to 

I  think  I  might  with  great  safety  to  the 
^question  before  us,  leave  the  authority  of 
.Mr.  Locke,  without  any  apprdiension  of 
the  least  impression  from  it.  But  as  the 
'doctrine  of  tendency  has  been  brought  on 
the  carpet,  I  cannot  dismiss  it  without  a 
few  words  more ;  because  I  think  it  is  of 
importance  that  it  should  be  stated  upon 
its  true  grounds ;  and  I  shall  endeavour  to 
do  it  very  shortly. 

I  admit,  as  in  this  very  cose  before  us, 
(the  necessity  being  allowed,)  that  a 
power  which  is  not  a  legal  prerogative, 
.may  be  exercised  for  the  good  of  the  peo- 
ple :  and  so  I  will  allow  too,  that  the  most 
legal  prerogative  that  exists  may  be  exer- 
cised to  the  hurt  of  the  people.  But  as 
the  hurtful  exercise  of  a  legal  prerogative, 
in  a  particular  instance,  will  not  make  the 
prerogative  so  hurtfully  exercised,  cease 
to  be  legal  prerogative,  or  prove  that  the 
general  tendency  of  such  a  prerogative  is 
to  the  hurt  of  uie  people,  and  uierefore 
.that  it  ought  not  to  be  ibl  prerogative ;  so  nei- 
tiier  will  a  beneficial  exercise,  in  a  particu- 
lar instance,  of  an  illegal  or  usurped  pre- 
rogative, change  its  nature  and  general 
tendency,  so  as  to  decide  that  it  is  or 
ought  to  be  a  legal  prerogative. 

1  will  explain  myself,  though  I  hardly 
think  it  necessary,  by  examples.  It  is  the 
undoubted  prerogative  of  the  crown  to 
declare  war,  make  peace  and  treaties,  to 
create  peers,  and  to  pardon  offenders. 
And  the  general  tendency  of  the  exercise 
of  all  these  prerogatives  is  for  the  good, 
and  not  for  the  4iurt  of  the  people.  The 
constitution  has  therefore  vested  these 
powers  in  the  crown,  and  they  are  legal 
prerogative.  But  who  will  deny  that  any 
one  of  these  prerogatives  may  be  impro- 
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particdar  act  that  was  to  decide  for  or 
against  the  legality  of  that  act,  as  an  ex- 
ercise of  a  Iqgal  prerogative,  I  only  ask, 
vhat  would  be  a  more  uncertain  or  dange* 
rous  nde  of  decision,  with  regard  to  the 
suspeotton  of  an  act  of  parliament  foy  the 
crown,  if  the  decision  is  to  be  with  the 
crown ;  and  with  the  crown  it  must  be, 
wiien  ihe  suspension  is  to  be  the  act  of 
tiie  crown ;  and  consequently,  according  to 
the  argument,  the  legality  of  the  act  to 
depend  upon  the  crown's  decision?    I 
say,  whst  more  uncertain  or  dangerous 
rule  of  leeision  ?     I  do  not  say  but  a  case 
maybe  pot,  so  strong,  that  there  cannot 
aiaoi^  men  be  a  doubt  as  to  the  tendency 
ofi  particular  act  of  suspension,  as  in  the 
veij  instance  of  prohibiting  the  exporta- 
tm  of  com,  when  famine  is  staring  you 
in  the  &ce;  and  in  such  a   case,  the 
crown  would  decide  just  as  every  other 
person  would.    At  the  same  tiniie,   one 
may  affirm,  that  even  that  case  is  not  such 
SD  one  as  will  always  admit  of  an  abso- 
lute mathematical  certainty ;  for  men  may 
be,  and  they  often  are,  divided  in  opinion 
as  to  the  appearances  of  scarcity,  whether 
real  or  not,  and  to  what  degree;  and  con- 
sequently, whether  it  is  fit  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  corn  or  not.     But  suppos- 
ing tliat  to  be  one  clear  case,  I  ask,  now 
loany  more  clear  ones  can  be  mentioned  ? 
And  1  am  entitled  to  ask  the  question, 
because  if  %  power  in  the  crown  to  dispense 
with  an  act  of  parliament,  for  the  <zood  of 
tbe  people,  is  tne  foundation  of  prohibiting 
exportation,  supposing  exportation  to  be 
authorized  by  act  of  parliament,  tbe  same 
dispensing  power  may  be  exercised  as  to 
other  acts  of  parliament,  on  the  like  ground 
of  the  good  ^f  the  people ;  and  so  must 
extend  to  the  whole  statute  book.    Now, 
my  lords,  how  many  cases  are  there,  in 
which  all  mankind  would,  to  a  man,  be 
Sigreedf  that  it  was  for  the  good  of  the 
people  to  suspend  any^one  particular  act 
of  parliament  ?    What  act  is  it,  that  if  a 
question  of  repeal  were  in  parliament,  this 
sod  the  other  House    might  not  be  di- 
vided in  opinion  about  ?  some  thinking  it 
of  a  tendency  for  the  good  of  the  people, 
others  thinkmg  the  contrary :   and   the 
people  without  doors  also  divided  in  opi- 
nion.   Would  it  then  be  a  safe  rule   to 
make  any  one  act  of  parliament,  in  the 
general  view  of  tilings,  depend  on  the  de- 
cision of  the  crown,  lor  a  suspension,  be  it 
never  so  sho^  which  is  nothing  eli^e  than 
a  temporary  repeal  i     Or  is  that  a  rule, 
upon  which  to  rest  or  trust  the  decision  oi* 
[VOL.  XVI.] 


the  legality  of  any  particular  act  of  a  sus-* 
pending  power  exercised  by  the  crown  ? 
I  will  not^  I  need  not,  lengthen  the  argu- 
ment. It  is  clear  nothing  could  be  a  more 
dangerous,  uncertain,  and  arbitrary  rule : 
nothing  bo  naturally  tending  to  found  a- 
despotic  power  in  the  crown  over  acts  of 
parliament :  and  therefore  nothing  can  be 
so  fallacious  or  misapplied  an  argument  as 
that  drawn  from  Mr.  Locke,  explaining  hia 
words  in  such'' a  sense.  His  rule  would 
not  apply :  it  could  not,  even  to.particular 
acts  or  exercises  of  any  power  or  prero- 
gative. He  did  not  intend  so  to  apply  it« 
As  a  rule  with  regard  to  one  or  another^ 
general  power  claimed  as  a  prerogative,  it 
IS  a  sound  and  safe  one ;  ana  he  applies  it 
no  otherwise  himself:  but,  as  I  saia,  it  is 
not  only  foreign  to  the  purpose,  as  it  has 
been  applied  in  the  argument,  but  it  ia 
clearly  against  the  thing  contended  for 
by  those  who  do  apply,  or  rather  misap- 
ply, it  in  that  manner. 

One  single  remark  I  must  be  allowed 
to  make,  before  I  close  my  observationa 
upon  Mr.  Locke's  authority.  The  last 
session  of  parliament  set  out  with  the 
wildest  doctrines,  extracted  piecemeal  from 
the  same  Mr.  Locke,  in  favour  of  liberty ; 
of  liberty  run  mad  with  notions  extrava- 
gant, ridiculous,  exploded,  and,  tliank 
God !  by  the  whole  legislature  condemn- 
ed. This  session  begins  with  doctrinea 
again  extracted  also  piecemeal  by  tha 
same  persons,  from  the  same  author, 
trumpeting  forth  a  tone  of  tyranny,  more 
hateiul,  and  more  dangerous,  because 
more  extensive,  than  any  promulgated  in 
the  worst  reign  of  the  worst  of  Stuarts. 
I  hope  these  will  meet  with  the  same  con- 
tempt as  the  others  did.  Indignation  it 
the  due  of  both. 

After  all,  my  lords,  what  is  this  old 
and  stale  argument  now  revived,  as  io  the 
tendency  of  the  exercise  of  a  prerogative 
for  the  good,  and  not  for  the  nurt  of  the 
people  ?  What  is  it,  I  say,  taking  things 
on  a  general  view,  but  the  exploded  argu- 
ment of  necessity  repeated  in  other  words  ? 
The  wildest  bigot  to  prerogative,  or  abso- 
lute power,  (if  I  may  imitate  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  noble  and  learned  lord's  ex- 
pression who  spoke  of  the  wildest  zealots 
for  liberty)  I  say,  the  wildest  bigot  to 
prerogative  never  pretended,  that  any  pre- 
rogative whatever,  the  dispensing  power 
itself,  could  or  ought  to  be  exercised,  but 
for  the  good  of  the  people ;  the  prince, 
indeed,  always  being  judge  of  thc^t.  Evan 
Manwanng  and  Sibtljorp  themselves  would 
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not  hiTe  said  otherwise  ^— those  montten 
of  men,  who  prostituted  the  pulpit,  to 
preach  the  impioos  and  nonsenisical  doc* 
trines,  *  that  if  princes  commanded  things 
against  the  laws  of  God^  or  of  natnre,  or 
tmpoisiblet  yet  subjects' were  bound  to 
undergo  the  punidiment,  without  resist- 
in^;  railing,  or  reviling:  and  that  the 
Kmg  is  not  bound  to  observe  the  laws  of 
the  realm  concerning  the  subject's  rights 
and  liberties,  but  that  his  rajalmil^  in  im- 
posiDg  taxes  without  consent  of  parlia* 
ment>  bound  the  subject's  conscience, 
upon  pain  of  eternal  damnation.'  Even 
these  men,  and  their  stupid  doctrines, 
suppose  that  what  was  done  by  the  prince 
should  be  for  the  public  good ;  and  that 
what  was  not  so,  was  in  itself  wrong ;  as 
certainly  what  is  against  the  laws  of  God, 
•r  of  nature,  must  be;  and  therefore,  as 
tfiey  admit,  could  not  in  conscience  be 
actively  obeyed;  for  which  reason  they 
wickedly  and  senselessly  say  they  ou^ 
to  be  <rf>eyed  passively,  by  suffering  pu« 
Bishment.  But  did  not  every  prince  who 
exercised  the  dispensing  or  <liMh1tng 
power,  pretend  that  he  did  it  for  the  good 
of  the  people,  and  that  the  particular  acts 
by  which  it  was  exercised,  were  for  the 
best  ends  ?  Look  at  James  the  second's 
declarations  for  liberty  of  conscience. 
What  more  specious  pretences  could  be 
devised  than  are  mentioned  in  those  acts 
of  the  dispensing  power  ?  <  To  unite  the 
hearts  and  affections  of  his  subjects  to 
God  in  religion,  to  him  in  loyalty,  and  to 
their  Neighbours  in  Christian  love  and  cha- 
rity.' For  these  great  and  good  purposes, 
*  he  thought  fit,  by  his  sovereign  autho- 
rity, prerogative  royal,  and  absolute  power, 
which  all  his  subjects  were  to  obey  with- 
9ut  reserve,  to  grant  his  royal  toleration.' 
And  for^  that  purpose,  *  with  the  consent 
pf  his  privy  council,  by  his  sovereign  au- 
thority, prerogative  royal,  and  absolute 
Dower,  he  suspends,  stops,  and  disables, 
fll  laws  or  acts  of  parliament  made  or  exe- 
cuted ;'  and  so  forth. 

These  are  the  words  uied  in  one,  and 
^ey  are  only  a  little  softened,  but  not 
SutMtantially  varied,  in  anodier  of  the  de- 
clarations of  this  sort. 

Part  of  that  same  very  illegal  act  of  the 
dispensing  power,  the  declaration  in  favour 
of  liberty  of  conscience,  unquestionably 
was,  in  Its  tendency,  for  the  good  of  the 
people.  The  first  part  of  it,  artfully  in- 
troduced to  colour  all  the  rest,  is  a  tolera- 
tion to  Protestant  dissenters,  exempting 
them  from  the.  ahsacd  peiralties  of  non- 


conformity. But  did  that  tendency  of  tbt 
exercise  make  either  the  particular  exer- 
cise, or  the  f»etended  prerogathre  exer- 
cised, legal?  No.  It  was  equally  an 
exercise  ot  the  dispensm^  power,  and  con- 
sequently equally  ulegal  in  favour  of  Pro* 
testant  dinenters  as  of  Papists,  though 
the  tendency  was  very  di&rent  m  regiud 
to  the  two.  And  accordingly,  when  go* 
iFemment  came  to  itself,  and  was  upon  a 
right  foot,  one  of  the  first  acts  panea  after 
the  Revolution  was,  for  exempting  Pro- 
testant disseifters  from  the  penalbes  of 
those  grievous  laws  that  affected  tiiem. 

The  preamble  of  the  act  adopts  the  very 
motives  with  which  king  J«mes  gave  a 
colour  to  his  declaration;  and  the  act  it- 
self is  the  best  proof  in  the  world,  if  the 
fiu^t  needed  one,  that  the  tendency  of 
king  James's  exercise  of  the  ill^&ilya8« 
sumed  power,  was  so  far  for  the  good  of 
the  people.  Yet  that  very  act  of  kin^ 
James  was  one  of  those  that^cost  him  hii 
crown,  and,  as  1  have  said  before,  standi 
the  veiy  point  condemned  by  the  aecood 
article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  as  exerdied 
of  late,  without  any  distmction  ^  to  the 
tendency  of  any  part  of  it ;  ihougfa  the 
posterior  Act  of  Exemption  manifests  the 
opinion  of  the  parlimnent,  that  one  part  of 
it  tended  to  the  good  of  ihe  people.  The 
diference  is  this :  the  act  of  parliameot 
was  the  constitutional  relief  from  the 
grievance ;  the  act  of  king  Jamtt,  let  iu 
tendency,  in  any  part,  be  what  it  would, 
was,  in  the  whole  of  it,  the  exerciM  of 
an  unconstitutional' and  usurped  power, 
against  law,  and  in  its  tenden<^  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

I  will  venture  to  say,  that  there  is  not 
any  one  notion  more  exploded,  and  more 
condemned  by  the  statute  book,  than  that 
notion  of  the  tendency  of  acts  for  the  pob- 
lic  good  being  sufficient  to  make  them  ie* 
gal ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  one  of  the  wildest 
notions  that  ever  entered  the  mind  of 
man ;  for  it  goes  to  cut  up  all  govemmeot 
by  the  roots,  and  to  make  every  mva  i 
judge  and  lawgiver  for  himself.  I  might 
have  said,  that  it  is  condenmed  and  ex- 
ploded by  all  morality  and  sound  dirinity; 
avowed  and  professed  only  by  Jesuits,  sod 
such  diabolical  casuists.  But,  I  say,  look 
only  to  the  statute  book.  What  is  the 
language  of  all  your  acts  of  indemnity, 
upon  great  occasions  ?  I  need  not  mentioni 
those  in  our  own  memory,  passed  after  the 
rebellions  1745  and  1715,  on  purpose  to 
indemniiy  those  who  bad  done  acts  for  the 
public  s^vice  against  law^  and  that  could 
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DOi  be  justified  by  kw,  asthestileof  diese 

itatates  nint.     Let  me  only  refer  your 

lordships  to  one  of  the  first  acts  passed 

ifter  the  Reroliition,  *  the  act  for  prevent* 

'mg  Tocalious  suits  against  such  as  acted 

ia  order  to  bring  in  their  majestiesy  or 

for. their   aenrice.'    What   does  it  say? 

'  Whereis  about  the  time  of  his  majesty's 

l^ortous  enterprise  for  delivering  this  king- 

aom  from  Popery  and  arbitrary  power, 

and  la  vd  and  pursuance  of  the  same, 

iti;venlsris»  gentlemen,  and  other  good 

peoptet  vdl  afected  to  their  country,  did 

act,  ic;  in    which  proceedin£|s,   some 

forces  Ac.  were  unavoidable,  which,  in  a 

linssfoomBMrn  peace  and  safety,  would 

jMbtn  been  warrantable ;  and  also  since 

Aer  mqesties  happy  accession  to  the 

cnnrn,  fay  reasoo  of  the  warsand  troubles 

jaised  and  occasioned  by  the  enemies  of 

tbeur  migesties  and  this  kingdom,  divers 

fike  matters  and  things  have  been  done ; 

ill  which  were  necessary  and  allowable,  in 

nffotd  to  the  eaugence  of  public  affiiirs, 

ma  ought  to  be  justified,  and  the  parties 

csacenoed  therein  indemnified,*  Stc. 

SureUrt  my  lords,  if  ever  there  were  acts 
that  toided  to  the  good  of  the  people,  these 
oientioiied  in  this ict  were:  acts  to  rescue 
tbe  loMidoiB,  its  rdigion  and  laws,  from 
nun  ana  destruction;  and  done  at  a  time, 
of  all  others,  when  no  law  could  be  said  to 
he  in  force,  but  the  law  of  nature,  which 
stnsulated  and  justified  what  was  done, 
the  government  being  totally  dissolved; 
so  tittt  one  might  say,  there  existed  no 
law  of  the  land  to  be  transgressed,  orthat 
ceold  be  a  ground  of  action  or  dmrge,  as 
where  there  is  no  law  there  can  he  no 
tianagressioo.     Yet  even  for  such  acts 
deoe,  acts  necessary  and  allowable,  as  the 
ibunte  speaks,  ana  done  under  such  cir- 
caaMbmcea  of  a  suspension,  in  ftct,  of  aU 
the  lavs  in  the  kingaom,  did  these  saviours 
of  their  isouatry  take  and  pass  to  them- 
selves an    indemnity.     They  loved  tbe 
constitution  they  had  saved  so  mudi,  that 
they  would  not  suffer  the  very  act  of  saving 
it  to  have  the  appearance  of  giving  it  a 
ground*    And  though  these  were  the  acts 
ofiubjects,  it  makes  no  manner  ofdiffier- 
eice ;  for  I  do  maintain,  that  in  law,  and 
iegal   apd    coMtitutionol   language,  the 
crown  has  no  more  right  to  suspoid  acts 
tf  parliament,  orto^act  against  them,  than 
lay  subject;  because, as  1  said  before,  the 
one  is  not  more  than  the  other  the  leg^sla- 
tttie.    This,  however,  is  a  distinction  to^ 
tally  iaassaterial,  because,  according  to 
this  constitution,  there  can  be  no  aa  of 


the  crown,  but  some  sutnect  is  responsible 
for  it  as  the  adviser :  ana  in  the  matter  be- 
fore us,  the  lords  of  his  Majesty's  privy 
council  state  themselves,  justly,  as  answer- 
able to  parliament  for  the  act  they  advised* 
Over  and  above  all  which  I  might  add,  that 
th^  case  I  have  referred  to  was  the  strong- 
est and  mostfiivourable  that  could  be;  for 
if  it  was  not  the  crown  which  did  the  acts 
indemnified,  it  was  not  one  or  a  few  subjects, 
but  the  whole  people  and  parliament  itself 
that  were  the  actors ;  and  h^d  not  the 
caution  for  the  safety  of  the  constitution 
been  great,  in  proportion  to  the  zeal  that 
had  just  redeemed  it,  men  might  have 
thought,  with  good  reason,  that  the  very  act 
of  Rev<rfution,  and  the  statute  that  placed 
the  crown  on  William  and  Mary's  neads, 
were  sufficient  to  justify  every  part  of  the 
work,  as  well  as  the  best  proof  of  the  ten* 
dency  of  every  thing  done  in  aid  and  pur* 
suance  of  it. 

My  lords;  there  were  other  acts  in  the 
reign  of  William  and  Mary,  of  the  same 
tenor  and  effect  with  that  1  have  quoted, 
particukurly  in  1690  and  1692,  on  occasion 
of  threatened  invasions.  I  only  mention 
them  because  the  persons  first  named  as 
the  actors  in  the  tnings  diarchy  justified 
and  indemnified,  are  the  lords  and  others 
of  the  privy  council,  and  the  chief  act  done 
against  the  law,  was  the  causing  the  militia 
to  be  raised  otherwise  than  as  authorized 
by  the  acts  of  Charles  the  second,  which 
were  not  more  sacred  than  the  acts  of  the 
same  reign,  permitting  the  exportation 
of  corn.  The  privy  counsellors,  even  of 
those  days,  were  not  shy  to  acknowledge 
on  the  records  of  parliament,  that  they 
acted  against  law  and  against  acts  of  par- 
liament, though  the<  acu  they  had  aone 
were  necessary  and  for  the  public  good; 
nor  did  they  diespise  and  refuse  an  indem* 
nity,  but  accepted  it  to  transmit  it  to  pos« 
tenl^  as  a  safeguard  of  the  constitution, 
that  in  future  times  no  evil  might  come  to 
it,  from  a  precedent  of  the  highest  neces* 
sity,  and  most  important  service  to  the 
country;  because  tney  knew,  as  we  do» 
*  onmia  mala  ezenpla  i  bonis  orta  sunt/ 
His  present  Majesty's  minis^rs  are 
ashamed  or  afi'akl  to  own  that  an  act  th^ 
advised  was  not  lestal,  though  they  say  it 
was  necessary,  and  all  agree  with  them, 
that  from  various  n^lects  and.  criminal 
blunden,  it  was  at  the  time  become  se 
neoessasy  as  to  be  enavoidabk*  Rather 
than  Qwm  a  breach  of  the  law,  even  a  ne- 
cessary one,  that  ought  to  be  justtfiec^ 
Uiey  will  defend  the  act  done  as  strictly 
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Icga],  at  the  expence  of  maintaining  a  de« 
gree  of  the  dispensing  power :  I  say  a  de- 
gree, for  I  will  not  make  it  worse  than 
they  do  themselves.  They  are  so  much 
more  delicate  or  infallible  than  king  Wil- 
liam's ministers  and  privy  counsellors,  that 
they  are  affronted  with  the  ofler  of  an  in- 
demnity :  and  one  noble  lord  says, '  timeo 
Danaos  et  dona  ferentes.'  I  believe  it. 
All  ministers,  when  they  are  in  the  wrong, 
arc  afraid,  especially  of  those  that  are 
able  to  shew  their  error,  and  by  offering 
a  plaster  discover  the  sore.  I  truly  be- 
lieve they  are  afraid,  for  the  same  reason 
as  the  Trojans  dreaded  their  enemies,  and 
suspected  their  gifts,  that  is,  lest  the  city 
should  be  surprised  and  taken.  But,  my 
lords,  the  fall  of  fifty  ministers,  or  fifty 
successions  of  them,  if  the  greatest  that 
ever  were,  is  not  to  be  compared  with  one 
thrust  at  the  constitution,  let  the  instru- 
ment be  never  so  harmless,  or  the  intention 
never  so  innocent :  for  she  may  be  wound- 
ed even  in  the  house  of  her  friends,  and 
*  alta  sedent  civilis  vulnera  dextrs.'  If 
the  noble  lord  is  afraid  of  those  who  prof- 
fer gifts,  I  will  be  jealous  of  those  who 
refuse  such  as  are  now  tendered,  and  re- 
fuse them  on  9uch  grounds  as  I  have  heard 
thb  day,  in  my  opmion,  dangerous  in  the 
last  degree  to  the  constitution ;  and  only 
60  much  the  more  so  that  they  are  the  ar- 
guments of  her  once  most  zealous  friends, 
to  whose  past  services  I  will  consent  to 
give  any  reward  but  that  of  wounding  the 
constitution  farther :  one  hair  of  the  head 
of  which  I  would  not  have  hurt  for  all 
ministers,  or  any  prime  minister  on  earth. 
The  noble  lord  who  founded  so  much 
upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Locke,  in  his 
second  speech,  has  taken  up  some  time  to 
justify  the  argument  of  the  noble  lord  who 
sits  near  him,  from  a  misinterpretation 
which  he  thought  some  other  noble  lord 
put  upon  it,  as  if  the  noble  lord  had  ar- 
p^ued  for  a  general  and  unlimited  dispens- 
ing power ;  whereas  he  only  maintained  it 
In  cases  of  necessity,  and  till  parliament 
could  meet :  and,  says  the  noble  lord,  this 
is  the  circumstance  which  distinguishes 
the  act  in  question  from  those  exercises  of 
the  dispensing  power  complained  of  in 
former  times,  that  it  was  done  only  when 
parliament  could  not  meet,  and  tiU  it  as- 
sembled :  and  farther,  says  the  noble  lord, 
it  is  singular  for  criminals  to  call  their 
judges  to  condemn  them ;  yet  the  King's 
servants  have  called  the  parliament  to 
judge  of  the  act  they  advisedy  and  to  con- 
demn it  if  it  is  wrong. 


My  lords ;  if  you  have  honoured  me 
with  any  attention  to  what  I  have  said,  you 
will  not  think  that  I  mistook  or  mis-stated 
the  argument  -of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  which  the  other  noble  lord  has  ex- 

riained  and  enforced,  as  well  as  justified. 
do  not  think  any  of  your  lordships  did 
mistake  it :    but  1  did  not  like  it  as  he 
gave  it  us,  and  I  hope  very  few  of  your 
lordships  were  pleased  with  it.    It  is  true, 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  was  but  for 
giving  us  a  taste  of  the  dispensing  power; 
I  do  not  .chuse  to  touch  the  cup;  and 
therefor^  I  reject  the  distinction,  as  to  the 
recess  of  parliament,  totally,  and  I  bsre 
endeavoured  to  disprove  the  foundation  of 
it.    Whether  I  have  succeeded,  your  lord- 
ships are  to  judge.    I  can  make  no  dis* 
tinction  but  one,  and   that  1  do  make, 
between  an  act  of  power,  and  an  act  of 
prerogative.     The  crown  has  the  whole 
force  of  government  in  its  hands,  all  inferior 
magistrates  and  ministers  of  government 
under  its  orders;    and  what   the  crown 
commands  they  will  obey,  and  in  general 
I  think  they  ought,  as  it  must  indeed  be  a 
very  strong  actagainst  law,  that  they  should 
dispute  or  disobey,  as  it  would  be  danger- 
ous  to  constitute  them   judges  over  the 
crown.    But  parliament  will  make  the  dis- 
tinction between  power,  and  prerogative, 
and  judge  upon  tne  act  done  accordingly. 
The  act  in  question,  t  say,  is  an  act  of 
mere  power  supposed  to  have  been  impelled 
by  necessity,  and  tendlns  to  the  safety  of 
the  people,  and,  as  such,  it  is  to  be  allowed 
and  justified ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  taken  as 
an  act  of  prerogative,  because  it  is  not  a 
legal  act,  there  being  no  such  prerogative 
in  the  crown,  as  a  dispensing  power  for  one 
moment,  or  in  any  one  moment :  and  ther^ 
fore  it  was,  that  I  very  soon  told  your  lord- 
ships I  objected  to  the  words  *  royal  autho- 
rity,' as  I  hold  authority  to  pe  legal  power, 
whereas  the  embargo  is,  in  my  opioioo, 
power  without  law,  and  against  law,  con- 
sequently is  not  authority  in  a  jVist  sense. 
As  to  what  the  noble  lord  says  of  the 
ministers  calling  parliament  their  judges  tc 
judge  of  the  act  they  advised,  I  see  oc 
weieht  in  the  observation  at  all,  upon  the 
footing  of  the  doctrine  advanced  by  him* 
self,  and  by  others  whose  arguments  hi 
has  supported.   Had  the  ministers  told  \is^ 
that  they  had  advised  the  crown  to  an  ad 
of  power  which  they  were  sensible  was  no( 
agreeable  to  law,  but  was  so  necessary  and 
salutary,  that  they  were  confident  it  wooM 
be  approved,  and  that  they  had,  in  that  coiv 
fidence,  called  parliameot  to  submit  theii 
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conduct  to  the  judgment  of  parliament ;  I 
saj,  had  they  held  this  language,  I  admit 
tbej  might  have  said  there  was  some  mo- 
desty at  least  in  calling  theii^  judges  to  sit 
upon  them,  and  that  it  would  have  passed 
for  a  presumption  of  innocence  as  well  as 
a  prcMH  of  candour.   But  what  are  we  told  ? 
yfhy,  that  the  crown  had  a  right  to  do  what 
it  has  done ;  that  it  was  the  prerogative  of 
the  crofwn  to  do  it ;  and  all  the  modesty  that 
can  be  ^tended  is,  that  the  ministers  did 
not  give  a  longer  line  to  the  exercise  of  this 
prerogstiTe,  but  called  parliament  a  little 
more  esrh^  than  usual,  though  perhaps, 
if  thevboie  truth  were  known,  parliament 
wairesfly  called  (as  it  was  at  that  time  d- 
ledged)  only  for  the  India  business.     It  is 
impassble  it  could  be  for  the  embargo,  as 
the  embargo  was  not  laid  when  the  procla- 
fflition  for    calling  the    parliament  was 
/ssoed,  viz.  10th  September.    However, 
if  the  doctrine  that  has  been  advanced  is 
jost,  parliament  has  no  judgment  to  give 
of  the  act  done  by  the  crown ;  but  only  to 
JQ^ge  what  they  themselves  ought  to  do 
io  &e  same  affiur.    For  now  that  parlia* 
ineot  has  met,  aU  that  is  told  them  is  this : 
'You  may  have  thought,  when  at  your 
country  houses,  that  the  embargo  was  not 
a  l^al  act :  but  we  let  you  know  you  are 
mistaken;  for  the  embargo  is  the  exercise 
of  the  ordinary  and  undoubted  prerogative 
of  the  crown.'    I  own  I  did  not  expect  to 
hear  such  news,  and  if  I  believed  them  I 
should  not  think  the  parliament  was  met 
up<m  a  very  foolish  errand,  but  I  would 
say  it  was  upon  a  very  unhappy  occasion ; 
and  at  the  best  I  think  there  would  have 
been  as  good  reason,  and  not  less  modesty, 
in  calling  parliament  in  the  beginning  of 
the  winter,  to  acquaint  them,  that  during 
t^  recess,  his  Majesty  had  thought  fit  to 
cntte  some  new  peers,  and  to  change  his 
mioiiterB,  which  are  both  the  undoubted 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  whether  exer- 
cised properly  or  improperiy* 

The  noble  and  learned  lord  upon  the 
▼ooUack,  a  new  convert  to  prerogative, 
bas  thrown  his  abilities,  and  the  weight  of 
jut  situation,* gained  by  other  doctrines, 
ioto  the  scale  of  the  dispensing  power; 
aod  in  maintaining  that  degree  of  it  con- 
tended for  by  the  other  noble  lord  whom 
ie  has  supported,  his  lordship  has  taken 
tbe  ground  of  the  law  of  nature,  that  first 
^  all  laws,  self-defence,  recurring  again 
lo  that  necessity  which  is  superior  to  all 
lawy  and  calling  up  the   great  maxim, 
'  salus  Dopuli  snprema  lex  \*  and  his  lord- 
ship tells  us  he  goes  to  common  sensey  he 


wants  no  statute  for  that  which  is'writtea 
in  the  breast  of  every  man,  that  law  of  in« 
stinct,  that  inherent  power  which  must  be 
in  every  state  as  much  as  in  a  single  per- 
son to  defend  itself:  and  that  if  he  thought 
the  law  of  England  (which  he  had  hitherto 
thought  to  be  perfect)  was  so  destitute  of 
sense  and  reason,  as  not  to  have  that 
great  fundamental  of  all  law  and  govern* 
ment,  salus  populi^  &c,  for  a  part  of  it,  he 
would  move  for  a  Bill  to  enact  it,  and 
make  it  part  of  the  law  of  the  land. 

The  noble  lord  says  he  was  one  of  thoso 
who  advised  his  Majesty  to  the  measure  in 
question,  and  he  thought  he  had  done 
right.  He  thought  his  Maiesty  deserved 
thanks  for  the  care  he  had  taken  of  hia 

Eeople,  but  he  now  finds  there  is  to  be 
lame  even  when  he  is  dispensing  good  to 
the  nation,  and  the  view  is  to  cast  a  slur 
upon  the  gracious  act  of  the  crown,  and  to 
hold  forth  to  the  public  that  there  haa 
been  a  violation  of  tne  constitution.  And 
if  it  is  so,  says  his  lordship,  he  ought  to 
change  his  tone  and  cry  mercv ;  and  the 
first  thing  your  lordships  ougnt  to  have 
done  was  to  call  the  onenders  who^  gave 
this  criminal  advice  to  the  bar— but  jtaya 
his  lordship,  I  will  not  be  so  mean  as  to 
skulk  under  a  pardon  till  I  find  I  am 
condemaed,  and  it  is  hoped  your  lord^ 
ships  will  not  condemn  any  unheard.  The 
noble  lord  is  ready  to  enter  upon  that 
ground  with  any  man,  and  to  maintain 
that  it  is  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty 
of  the  crown  to  suspend  the  execution 
of  a  law,  for  the  safety  of  the  peoplei 
as  much  as  to  keep  them  firom  starving ; 
that  the  crown*  is  bound  in  duty  to  pro« 
toQt  the  people  from  ruin,  and  the  prero- 
gative.(  as  another  noble  lord  had  expressed 
It)  is  nothing  but  a  power  to  protect  them; 
and,  says  the  noble  and  learned  lord  upon 
Uie  wool-sack,  it  is  a  strange  thing  if  )he 
act  was  wrong  which  every  body  sajrs  they 
would  have  Mvised— -that  it  is  a  strange 
crime  to  be  meritorious-ra  Strang  crimi* 
nality  to  save  a  country  from  rum— from 
fiunine.  His  lordship,  however,  challengea 
any  one  to  shew  that  act  of  parliament, 
that  exdttdes  the  crown  firom  the  power 
of  stopping  the  exportation  of  grain;— > 
there  is  nothing,  he  says,  in  the  whole 
statutes,  from  Ma^na  Charta  down,  but 
this  one  simple  thing,  that  the  sea  shall 
be  open  *  soit  la  mer  ouverte'^that  the 
crown  had  done  no  more  than  to  keep 
wheat  in  the  country  to  prevent  a  fiimine 
at  home,  and  that  onl  v  for  forty  days,  till 
the  parliament  ahould  meet;   and*  sqrt 
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tbe  noble  lord,  in  the  warmth  of  his  fancy^ 
that  IB  such  a  power  as  he  believes  Lucius 
Junius  Brutus  would  hare  entrusted  Nero 
himself  with  ;  adding,  as  if  that  was  not 
an  expression  strong  enough,  it  is  but 
felly  nays  tyranny  at  the  outside. 

WhenlrepeatUiesewords^in  whichi  am 
ture  I  am  not  mistaken,  I  cannot  ^o  farther 
without  disburdening  my  own  mind  of  its 
feelings.  That  noble  lord  is  the  last  person 
from  whom  I  should  have  expected  to 
hear  such  words.  But  I  own  a  great  deal 
of  what  he  has  said  shocks  me; — by  no- 
thing that  he  has  offered  am  I  convinced: 
«nd  though  it  may  be  bold  for  one  of 
those  not  entitled,  and  not  expected  to 
be  so  learned  in  the  constitution,  and 
with  still  less  pretensions  to  be  learned  in 
tiie  law ;  yet  1  cannot  stir  from  my  place 
till  I  have  done  some  justice,  unable  as  I 
am,  to  what  presses  upon  my  poor  under- 
standing. 

Forty  days  tyranny !  my  lords ;  tyranny 
is  a  harsh  sound.  I  detest  the  very  word, 
because  I  hate  the  thing.  But  are  these 
words  to  come  from  a  noble  lord  whose 
fAodj  it  might,  and  oueht  to  have  been,  to 
Save  risen  by  steps  that  liberty  threw  in 
his  way,  and  to  hove  been  honoured,  as 
his  country  has  honoured  him,  not  for 
trampling  her  under  foot,  but  for  holding 
up  her  head  ?  A  noble  lord  in  the  b 
T  ■  ■  has  said,  as  it  became  him  to  say, 
Ibity  hours,  nay  forty  minutes  tyranny  is 
more  than  Englishmen  will  bear.  I  have 
used  my  best  endeavours  to  answer  the 
argument  which  is  the  foundation  of  the 
distinction  to  which  the  forty  days  alludes, 
by  argument  founded  in  prindples ;  I  will 
now  give  the  noble  lord  one  answer  more, 
and  it  shall  be  argumentum  ad  Aomtnrm.— 
That  noble  lord  has,  I  believe,  said  on 
other  occasions,  and  he  said  well,  that  the 
price  of  one  hour's  English  liberty  none 
could  tell  but  an  Engliidi  jury,  and 
kuries,  under  the  guidance  of  a  certain 
learned  judge,  have  estimated  it  very  high, 
in  the  case  of  the  meanest  of  the  subjects, 
when  oppressed  only  by  the  servants  of  the 
state.  But  forty  daystyranny  over  the  nation 
l^thecrown!  who  canendure  the  thought? 
My  lords,  less  than  forty  days  tyranny, 
such  as  this  country  has  £eH  in  sometimes, 
vrould,  I  believe,  bring  your  lord^ps  to. 
gether  without  a  summons,  from  your  sidt 
beds,  ridinff  even  upon  post  horses,  in  hot 
weather,  nster  than  our  great  patriots 
themselves  to  get  a  place  or  a  pension,  or 
bflth;  and,  for  aught  I  know,  make  the  I 
aobject  of  your  consultations  duit  iqppeaJ  I 
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to  heaven  which  has  been  spoken  (£  Yi| 
establish  a  dispensing  power,  snd  ypu  cim 
not  be  sure  of  either  lioerty  or  law  for  foitt 
minutes.  J 

I  have  as  great  a  regard  for  the  pri 
pies  of  the  law  of  nature  as  the  noble 
can  have.  Hove  them.  I  know  indeed 
law  of  nature  is  not  a  law  for  men  in 
present  state;  it  is  too  weak  to  bind 
and  it  will  always  with  soma  danger  be 
curred  to,  as  a  rule  of  conduct,  even  i 
cases  of  the  most  extreme  neoesntj.  U 
ever,  my  lords,  I  am  ready  enou^i  to 
mit  that  every  state,  that  is,  all  gov^ 
nnent,  as  well  as  every  individual,  has 
inherent  right  to  act,  and  must,  for  «| 

E reservation,  act  upon  that  prundpleortM 
iwof  nature,  self-defence.  But,  my  lorii 
do  not  let  us  be  led  away  with  a  mi 
without  proper  ideas.    Even  thatfMt 

Srincipl^  of  self-defence,  sacred  ag  it  i 
oesnot  suspend  or  make  void  any  poni' 
law  or  constitution  whatever:  it 
takes  the  case  acted  in  out  of  the  law, 
ing  the  law  in  its  full  force.  So  a 
who  kills  in  self-defence  is  acquitted, 
because  there  is  no  law  a^jainat  murder, 
because  his  case  is  not  within  that  lav. 
cannot  help  therefore  thinking  it 
an  incorrect  use  of  the  term 
fence  to  apply  it  to  this  case,  byta; 
the  embargo  was  self-defence  i^itft 
mine*  The  laws  for  exportation  * 
not  overlooked  or  omitted  to  profide 
the  case  of  self-defence  againat  ' 
Your  lordships  will  understand  tlat 
mean,  when  you  recdlect,  that  ia  the' 
stand  there  are  limits  set  to  the  li 
exportation,  to  stop  it  when  the 
come  to  a  certain  pitch,  and  that  ii 
remedy  which  the  legislature  has 
agamat  dearth ;  the  fact  then  eoapeai 
the  law.  I  do  not  say  butauch  a 
may  occur  as  to  make  it  neceeaary  to 
another  line,  and  so  we  have  had,  and  ni^ 
again,  I  presume,  shidl  have  a 
law  narrowing  the  line.  But  that  is 
extraordinary  case,  the  cogoiaapce 
whidi  parliament  htts  reserved  to  if 
apply  an  extraordinary  remedy  to^t; 
has  not  left  it  to  the  superior  wiado 
the  crown  and  privy  council  to  antic,^ 
that  extraordinary  remedy  by  a  «^*P*2 
tion  of  the  laws,  within  the  1hw^,P2 
scribed  by  parliament,  which  will  ot  »«•; 
selves  stop  the  exportation  as  sooa  tf  P% 
liament  has  thought,  m  a  gener^  ^^^ 
things,  it  ought  to  be  prevented.  ,  » 
My  lords;  I  revere  the  princijMe  ^ 
*  salus  popuH  suprema  lex»'    And  i  >^ 
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Bot  think  we  need  an  act  of  parlianient  to 
btroducetudi  a  fimdamental  into  the  law 
of  Gn[^3nd«  But  what  doeB  this  principle 
tach>  Why  this*  that  in  the  making  of 
lnn,the  aaratj  of  the  people  ou^ht  to  be 
pmmount  to  eveiy  other  contideration, 

elic  or  prif  ate :  and  in  the  execution  of 
s,  or  obedience  to  thenii  that  it  maj 
feranimtant  traaieend  them  all ;  so  that 
if  a  CM  happens,  in  which  positive  laws 
cnuMt  be  executed  or  obeyea,  and  at  the 
aflame  tine  that  great  principle  pursued, 
ponthre  \tn  are  and  ought  to  be  disobey- 
ed, ersflt  executed  at  peril,  the  maxim 
fdiofd^  end  the  justice  of  government 
vdUapcn  for  the  justification  and  in- 
^eukjfi  a  hasard  which  under  no  wise 
laf  good  government,   any  man  acting 
M  an  upright  intention  need  be  afraid  of. 
Bat  the  principle,  even  upon  the  widest 
gRNmd  of  toe  law  of  nature,  does  not  im- 
port that  dl  positive  laws  are  by  the  force 
of  it  iptoficto  suspended  or  repealed ;  in 
teea  that  concern  the  execution  or  obe- 
dieaee  of  them.     It  supposes  the  very 
contrary;  and  never  could  do  otherwise, 
<iD^  we  were  at  <»ice  to  say  a  thing  so 
abfiord  as  this,  that  not  only  the  executive 
power  of  government,  but  every  subject  is 
▼Md  with  a  dispensing  power»  as  the 
pnociple  operates  with  equal  force  on  sin- 
g's Bobjects  as  on  the  executive  power 
itaelf ;  and  is  upon  every  individual  a  bind- 
ing doty,  as  far  as  there  is  an  obligation 
upon  aoy  one  to  consult  the  safety  of  the 
commoBwealth.    If,  therefore,  the  debate 
""ere,  npon  the  act  in  question,  whether  to 
be  justified  or  not  upon  this  creat  princi- 
pal aoppoaog  it  not  justifiable  upon  any 
^'^i  ^vemment  most  surely  is  entitled 
to  ivaH  Itself  of  the  principle,  so  qualifying 
^  %t,  as  to  brin^  it  within  it.    But  if 
S^'vcnuieBt  maintains  the  act  to  be  the 
^^^ciae  of  legal  power,  and  consequently 
'S^oo  law,  tne  principle  of  saltu  po- 
^  ^c.,  whidi  always  supposes  the  direct 
^tnry,  is  totally  out  or  the  question : 
f^f  indeed,  I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of 
ll^  an  inconsistency,  that,  in  my  appre- 
^00,  runs  through  the  whole  of  the  ar- 
^^t  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord, 
*^h  I  am  now  considering,  that  he  re- 
*^  at  all  to  extraordinary  prmciples,  and 
Mculariy  to  those  of  the  law  of  nature ; 
j^^  iff  as  his  lordship  and  other  noble  lords 
'Reargued,  theactm  Question  isalegal  act, 
^  the  exercise  of  a  legal  prerogative,  it 
'^eds  no  <  sains  populi  suprema  lex,'  for  a 
^^cation  or  excuse.    It  defends  itself, 
^  is  within  tte  protectioa  of  the  poai- 
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tive  law  of  the  land;  and  consequently^ 
the  law  of  nature  has  no  more  to  do  with 
it  than  the  law  of  any  foreign  state,  thai 
has  no  authority  in  this  country.  For  my 
part,  the  apf^ication  I-do,  and  shall,  upon 
every  such  subject,  and  occasion,  as  th0 
piesen^  make  of  the  maxim  saltu  popmii^ 
IS  this,  that  as  I  think  the  safety  or  the 
people  could  not  be  secure  one  momenti 
if  tne  constitution  were  not  preserved  en- 
tire and  unhurt,  the  supreme  law  with  me 
shall  ever  be  to  maintain,  unrelaxed  and 
unenervated,  the  fundamentals  of  the  con* 
stitution,  and,  as  one  of  the  principal  of 
them,  to  exclude  every,  even  the  least  de- 
cree of  a  dispensing  or  suspending  power 
m  the  crown,  the  natural  and  necessary 
tendmicy  of  which  is  to  destroy  the  con« 
stitution,  and  of  consequence  to  destroy? 
the  safety  of  the  people. 

And  here,  my  lords,  I  would  only  ask  bw 
the  way,  if  ever  the  principle  oftakupopidi 
was  made,  or  pretendea  to  be  made,  a 
ground  for  the  crown's  assuming  or  exer« 
cising  a  power  to  suspend  the  Habeaa 
Corpus  Act  by  order  of  council,  though 
nothing,  perhaps,  more  directly  concetna 
the  safety  of  the  state  on  some  occasions ; 
and  therefore  it  is  the  first  Uiing  parlia-* 
ment  does  in  emergencies  of  imminent 
danger  i  These  suspensions  are,  I  hope, 
the  only  species  of  dictatorial  power  tnat 
tliis  government  is  acquainted  with.  But^ 
thank  God,  they  are  no  part  of  the  con- 
stitution, nor  do  they  depend  on  the  plea* 
sure,  or  even  the  discretion  of  the  crown. 
One  noble  lord  has,  indeed,  mentioned 
the  dictatorial  power  in  the  debate,  and 
endeavoured  to  assimilate  this  act  of  Uie 
crown,  of  suspending  the  laws  for  the  ex- 
portation of  com,  to  it  But  surely,  after 
saying  what  I  have  just  now  said  of  th9 
suspension  of  the  Haibeas  Corpus,  as  totid* 
ly  oeyond  the  power  of  the  crown,  it  j» 
needless  to  give  any  other  answer  to  thia 
attempt  to  compare  the  crown's  suspend* 
ing  these  laws  with  the  dictatorial  power 
among  the  Romans.  If  the  suspending  or 
dispensing  power  of  the  crown  were  anj 
part  of  this  constitution,  it  would,  indeedf, 
be  a  dictatorial  power  with  a  witness ;  and 
a  perpetual  one  too:  so  that  we  should  be 
so  much  worse  than  the  Romans  were,  as 
their  constitution  slept  only  during  the 
existence  of  the  dictatorial  power,  which 
was  but  short,  and  expressly  given  by  tho 
senate ;  whereas  ours,  without  the  inter* 
vention  of  our  senate,  would  at  once  and 
for  ever  be  destroyed  totally. 

Thft  noble  ana  learned  lord  ^eaka  %f 
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pientorions  criminality  as  strange ;  and  it 
would  be  so.  But  meritorious  illegality 
is  not  so  strange,  or  an  action  meritorious 
in  itself,  and  happy  in  its  effects,  though 
•gainst  law.  The  merit  consists  in  run- 
Dmg  the  risk  of  the  law,  for  the  public 
good ;  as  in  the  instance  alluded  to  by  the 
other  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  cross 
bench,  of  the  Roman  general  who  fought 
against  orders,  and  was  rewarded  for  sav- 
ing his  country.  On  the  other  hand,  if  an 
act  is  authorised  by  law,  there  can  be  no 
such  risk^  nor  consequently  any  other 
merit  than  that  of  doing  one's  duty. 

I  agreed  with  the  noble  lord  who  holds 
the  seals  of  secretary  of  state,  that  he 
would  be  a  poor  minister  indeed,  who 
would  not  run  such  a  risk  when  the  safety 
of  the  state  required.  I  will  not  take  the 
noble  lord's  instance  of  signing  a  general 
warrant,  as  he  arbitrarily  said  he  would 
do,  notwithstanding  all  the  noise  that  has 
been  about  them ;  for  ^a  general  warrant 
is  such  a  pvBce  of  nonsense  as  deserves  not 
to  be  spoLen  of,  being  no  warrant  at  all, 
and  incapable  of  answering  any  one  pur- 
pose, in  any  case  whatever,  that  a  legal 
warrant  would  not  better  attain.  But  this 
I  will  say,  tliat  without  being  a  minister, 
as  an  inferior  magistrate,  or  even  as  a  pri- 
vate subject,  A  should  not  hesitate,  upon 
good  ground  of  public  safety,  to  stop,  if  I 
could,  any  ship  from  sailing  out  of  port, 
to  the  destruction  of  the  state,  although 
no  embargo  subsisted :  and  in  this  case,  if 
ministers  nad  held  to  the  justiGcation  of 
tlie  particular  act,  upon  the  circumstances, 
they  had  done  well.  But  they  have  justi- 
fied the  act,  by  maintaining  a  power  which 
I  cannot  acknowledge.  I  blame  not  the 
crown,  nor  the  advisers  of  the  crown,  for 
dispensing  good,  nor  do  I  wish  to  hold  out 
to  the  people  a  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  but  I  will  blame  ministers  for  as- 
serting a  prerogative  in  the  crown,  which, 
instead  or  dispensing  good,  would  dispense 
much  evil;  and  if  they  will  hold  out  a 
power  unconstitutional,  and  destructive  of 
the  vitals  of  the  constitution,  they  must 
excuse  others  for  holding  up  the  barrier 
against  such  a  power,  and  defending  the 
constitution.  I  think  prerogative  is  a 
power,  and  it  is  a  duty  also  to  protect  the 
people ;  but  I  think  a  dispensing  power  is 
no  part  of  the  prerogative,  and  equally 
against  the  duty  of  the  prerogative,  and 
the  safety  and  protection  of  the  people ; 
and  to  tell  your  lordships  the  truth,  1  am 
astonished  how  a  House  of  Lords  could 
have  patience  to  sit  and  hear  so  much  of 
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it :  the  noble  lord  spoke  as  if  be  jol 
and  certainly  was  in  iestwhenhett 
of  crying  mercy,  and  skulking  under 

Sardon,  of  calling  to  the  bar  and  c 
emning.    I  will  not  enter  into  what 
other  noble  and  learned  lord  who 
before  him,  said  of  his  not  being  a 
man  who  refuse  God's  pardon  and 
king's.    But  I  have  had  occasion  to  n 
tion  instances  of  your  lordships'  ancesi 
when  they  did  things  meritorious  ind 
though  not  authorised  by  law.    Thejr 
not  cry  out  for  the  mercy,  but  they 
ed  the  justice  of  their  country ;  and 
country  protected  as  well  as  appU 
them.    Parliament  past  indemnities;  Bill 
did  these  brave  men  think  it  any  vMm 
ness  to  cover  themselves ;  I  will  not  di^j 
grace  their  heroism  so  &r  as  to  say  tkl 
skulked  under  a  pardon,  though  they  nel 
for  and  accepted  an  indeomity  in  th~^ 
own  persons  tor  the  constitution*   Let 
tell  the  noble  lord  who  jokes  at 
that  the  time  has  been,  (and  I  almost v 
der  we  have  not  seen  it  very  lately)  th 
a  word  in  defence  of  any  sort  of  disp  ~ 
power,  would  have  brought  thegi 
peer  in  the  kingdom  to  the  bar :  sure 
km  it  is  wondeiTul  forbearance  that  no 
noble  lord  insisted  upon  some  very 
ing  expressions  being  taken  down.  It 
a  kind  of  complaisance  or  acquief"' 
that  I  fear  more  than  the  noble  lord 
fear  the  <  dona  ferentes.'     Lan 
this  sort,  sat  under  quietly,  — 
so  directly  trenching  on  the  constitui 
is,  I  am  afraid,  a  disagreeable  symptoo 
want  of  health  in  the  body  politic, 
have  heard,  it  has  been  said,  in  justii 
tion  of  the  subjects  resisting  law,  and 
belling,  that  the  original  compact  fit 
broken  by  the  legislative  power,  i&  1"^ 
act  of  parliament,  which  was  but  a  Mj 
and  seasonable  exertion  of  what  £taoij 
the  declared,  asserted,  and  recogD>^ 
power  and  right  of  parliament :  and  itof 
a  jurisdiction  is  to  be  given  to  the  ct^\ 
over    the    legislature,    by  a  suspend^j 
power,  by  which  every  act  of  parliao^ 
may   be  broken.      Is  it  lest  P»^^^^ 
would  again,  as  it  was  traitorously  saidl» 
year,  break  the  original  compact  by  **J 
other  acts  of  pariiament  ?   How  two  suA 
opposite  opinions  are  to  be  ^^^^^^^ 
know  not  1  or  how  they  can  both  be  nJJ* 
to  quadrate  with  a  zeal  for  liberty,  ^l"^ 
has,  perhaps,  run  wild;  I  leave  that" 
those  who  hold  and  have  given  both  oj** 
nions.    But  1  think  they  are  both  dang^ 
ous  opinions ;   and  by  much  the  voQ^  ■ 
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that  tbej  are  the  opinions  of  the  same 
persons,  which  ptit«  their  principles  be- 
yond the  reach  of  my  line.    Thus  much  I 
wiD  say>  the  dispensing  power,  and  the 
lacredness  of  acts  of  parliament,  are  no 
jokes:  they  are  not  subjects,  nor  is  it  a 
season  for  levity  to  sport  with.     Your 
iordshipB*  fathers  thought  them  no  jokes : 
and  if  such  doctrine,  as  has  this  day  been 
advanced,  prevails  or  takes  root  in  this 
House,  I  doubt  the  constitution  roust  seek 
for  sanctasoy  elsewhere  than  within  these 
vails,  the  very  hangings  of  which  ought 
to  put » io  mind  of  the  glorious  deliver- 
ances Eo^Iish  liberty  and  English  spirit 
hare  obtained. 

.V/ lords,  the  noble  lord  calls  upon  any 
«e  10  shew  the  act  of  parliament  that 
AflMlers  the  crown  from  stopping  the  ex- 
portation of  corn.    I  think   many  acts 
^t  been  pointed  out ;  and  I  shall  not 
now  go  back  to  them.    But  as  to  the  idea 
thstaU  the  statutes  from  Magna  Charta 
down  import  no  more  than  that  the  sea 
^  be  open,  I  confess  I  do  not  under- 
stand it :  it  must  be  owing  to  my  dullness. 
I  bare  no  notion  of  an  act  of  parliament 
to  make  the  sea  open  to  our  own  subjects ; 
there  is  not  a  single  word  to  that  purpose 
in  Magna  Charta,  and  I  thought  the  cou- 
trorersy,  that  has  loaded  the  world  with 
learning  as  to  *  mare  clausum  et  apertum,' 
had  only  been  between  us  and  foreign  na- 
tions.  I  hold  it  to  be  a  fundamental  law, 
t^at  the  sea  is  open  to  ourselves :  and  I 
vi&h  the  noble  lord  would  point  out  a  sta- 
tute opening  the  sea  to  the  subjects  of 
England,  where  exportation  had  not  been 
restrained  by  some  antecedent  law.     But 
1  can  surely  tell  the  House  of  some  laws 
ftlating  to  this  very  matter  of  the  expor- 
tation of  com,  which  do  much  more  than 
nwkethe  sea  open:  for  the  Bounty  Act 
niaiesthe  treasury  open  too,  and  gives 
t^e  exporter  an  indefeasible  right,  unless 
^en  away  by  act  of  parliament,  to  a  xt- 
*3rd,  in  certain  cases,  for  carrying  his 
corn  to  the  open  sea.    Whether  it  be 
^  or  not  what  a  noble  lord  said  of  the 
corn  having  been  made  too  much  an  article 
0^' commerce,  is  not  the  present  enquiry  : 
to  so  the  law  stands :  and  it  has  proved 
a  beneficial  law  to  the  nation,  not  only 
^y  promoting  agriculture,   and  bringing 
i^toney  from  abroad,  but  by  preserving 
pieoty  of  com  at  home,  more  than  ever 
^as  known  before :  and  by  saving  the 
Sreat  expenoe  to  the  nation,  occasioned 
i>y  frequent  scarcities  that  prevailed  be- 
fore these  laws  were  made :  and  I  do  not 
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think  such  a  sudden  instance  of  scarcity 
as  the  present,  or  the  present  benefit  tor 
the  public,  from  the  stopping  of  the  ex- 
portation by  the  royal  power,  will  appear 
to  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  vestins  m  the 
crown  a  dispensing  power,  as  a  subsisting 
right,  in  orcler  to  suspend  these  laws  when 
parliament  is  not  sittine,  or  till  it  meet, 
even  under  the  favourfS>le  colour,  or  for 
the  necessary  end  of  preventing  famine. 

The  noble  lord  has,  indeed,  been  pleased 
to  say,  that  Brutus  would  have  entrusted 
Nero  with  such  a  power.  A  noble  lord 
has  already  given  this  good  answer :  that 
though  Brutus  might  have  entrusted  Nero 
with  that  power,  Brutus  would  have  been 
very  sorry  if  Nero  had  exercised  it  when 
not  entrusted  to  him.  I  will  add  to  that 
answer,  that  however  Brutus  might  have 
entrusted  Nero  safely  with  a  smsle  act 
which  could  do  nothing  but  good,  he  cer- 
tiHnly  would  not  have  chosen  to  entrust 
the  best  of  the  Cssars  that  ever  governed 
the  Rpman  empire,  with  a  power,  under 
which,  for  one  good  act  of  a  Titus,  a  Nero 
miffht  have  done  as  many  bad  as  he  pleased, 
and  swallowed  up  liberty  entirely.  Such 
and  no  other  is  the  suspending  power,  un- 
der which  the  act  in  question  is  justified 
by  the  noble  lord  as  an  act  of  legal  prero- 
gative. 

The  noble  and  learned  lord,  the  better 
tO" accommodate  the  present  case  to  the 
great  principle  of  *  salus  populi,'  and  to' 
prove  the  embargo  to  be  within  the  inhe- 
rent power  of  the  crown,  upon  that  prin- 
ciple, has  pointed  at  a  similarity  between 
the  stopping  of  the  exportation  of  com, 
and  the  obliging  to  the  performance  of 
quarantine.  And  the  noble  lord  asks, 
Where  is  the  -act  of  parliament  that  ena- 
bles his  Majesty  to  impose  quarantine,  all 
the  statutes  on  the  kead  heme  only  to  re- 
gulate it  ?  Now  for  answer,  I  hope  I  may 
have  leave  to  ask  a  question  in  my  turn,  to 
make  the  two  cases  parallel:  and  my 
question  is.  Where  is  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment that  forbids  his  Majesty  to  impose 
quarantine;  or  that  enacts,  that  all  ships, 
foreign  and  domestic,  shall  have  free  en- 
trance into  the  ports  of  the  kingdom  with- 
out performing  it  ?  I  know  there  is  none» 
and  sudi  a  law  would  be  indeed  absurd. 
But  till  such  a  law  does  exist,  it  is  equally 
ridiculous  to  ask  for  one  to  impose  qua- 
rantine, by  repealing  the  other :  for,  most 
undoubteoly,  it  must  be  inherent  in  the 
executive  power  to  have  a  right  to  use 
'  means  to  protect  the  nation  from  the 
plague,  not  only  upon  the  general  princi- 
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pie,  that  the  executive  power  may  act  in 
things  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  where 
there  is  no  prescription  of  law,  but  because 
self-preservation  is  a  fundamental  law  in- 
terwoven in  all  government,  as  well  as  in 
die  human  frame :  and  the  end  of  govern- 
ment is,  to  protect  and  defend  the  whole 
from  all  estemal  evils,  of  which  pestilence 
is  among  the. worst.  But  not  to  rest  on 
general  principles,  nobody  can  be  so  igno- 
rant surely  as  not  to  know,  that  the  power 
to  impose  quarantine  is  the  prero^tive  of 
die  crown,  settled  by  prescription,  and 
proved  by  immemorial  usage,  lAuch  gives 
U  a  legal  beginning.  The  acts  of  parlia- 
ment on  the  subject  do  not  create,  but  re- 
cognize this  prerogative.  However,  if  I 
could  suppose  so  senseless,  and,  perhaps  I 
might  say,  so  intrinsically  void  an  act  of 
paniament,  as  one  to  exempt  from  qua^ 
rantine,  I  believe  I  should  not  scruple  to 
break  the  law  if  I  could,  in  a  proper  case, 
and  trust  to  the  justice  of  my  country : 
but  I  should  neither  justify  the  breach  im- 
der  an  act  of  the  dispensing  power,  nor  be 
a  bit  more  ready  to  run  the  risk  for  the 


plied  to  excuse  tlie  act,  not  to'justify 
power,  a  better  shield.  And  at  the  same 
time,  it  is  worth  observation,  that  these 
Tery  quarantme  laws,  confined  as  they  are 
to  regulations,  prove  how  jealous  parlia- 
ment has  been  of  leaving  either  the  neces- 
sity or  mode  of  it  to  depend  upon  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  prerogative,  though  the 
thin^  itself  be  a  fair  instance  of  the  origi- 
nal, mherent,  and  just  prerogative  of  the 
crown ;  these  regulating  laws  being,  as  I 
understand  them,  of  £he  nature  of  explana- 
tory limitations  of  that  part  cf  the  prero- 
gative. 

Another  thing  has  Men  from  the  noble 
and  learned  lorn  on  the  woolsack,  whidi 
I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of.  The  no- 
ble lord  has  been  pleased  to  complain  of 
the  other  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the 
CF08S  bench,  for  declining  to  give  a  deci- 
sive opinion  upon  the  legality  of  the  em- 
bargo, because  (as  the  noble  lord  on  the 
woolsack  expressed  himself)  of  questions 
that  may  arise  in  his  court.  And  the 
noble  lord  on  the  woolsack  says,  he  does 
not  ask  what  may  be  pleaded  on  a  demur- 
rer in  the  inferior  courts  ?  He  stands  on 
wider  ground,  and  asks  in  parliament, 
what  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  act  in  ques- 
tion ?  It  is  very  true,  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  on  the  cross  bench  did  decline  giving 
an  opinion  at  present,  as  to  the  legaBty  of 


die  embargo ;  and  the  reason  he  gsre  wai 
a  very  lair  one,  having  been  informed,  as 
his  lordship  says  he  has  been,  of  actions 
being  brought,  which  may  come  before  a 
certain  judicature.  But  his  lordship  veij 
candidly,  and  with  great  perspicuity,  stated 
what  the  legality  would  turn  upon,  if  judi- 
cially tried;  and  mendoned  how  fit  it 
might  be  to  prevent  such  quesdons  on  this 
occasion  by  a  law  for  that  purpose.  This 
was  all  very  consistent,  I  think,  though  it 
has  been  glanced  at  as  mconsbtent,  with 
the  clear  and  firm  opinion  given  by  the 
noble  lord  upon  the  general  j^dnt  of  the 
disnensing  power,  which  his  lordship, 
witnout  hesitadon,  and  in  die  true  spirit  of 
theconsdtution,  condemned  and  spumed*. 
As  for  the  quesdon  of  the  noble 'and 
learned  lord  on  the  woolsack,  I  own  both 
parts  of  it  strike  mawith  surprize,  as  weU 
what  the  noble  lord  does  not,  as  what  he 
does  ask :  and  I  would  have  that  noble 
lord,  instead  of  the  quesdon  he  states,  ask 
what  can  justi^  an  act  questioned  in  any 
court  of  law,  inferior  or  superior,  but  a 
legal  defence  i  For  certainly,  if  the  em- 
bargo is  not  itself  a  legal  act,  within  tlie 
known  powers  of  the  prerogadve,  it  can 
afibrd  qo  legal  defence  against  any  action 
brought  into  the  courts  of  Westminster- 
hall.  I  am  sure  the  noble  lord  on  the 
woolsack  can  neither  have  forgot,  nor  can 
he  differ  from  a  very  well-founded  opinion, 
which  he  knows  well  has  been  given  in  one 
of  these  courts,  and  not  a  great  while  a^i 
^  That  judges  can  decide  only  according 
,  to  law,  and  are  upon  their  oaths  to  pro- 
nounce what  is  law,  and  that  they  can  re- 
gard nothing  but  law,  not  even  votes  of 
parliament.'  Why  then  ask  even  in  {Mt- 
liament,  or  in  the  House  of  Lords,  sittii^ 
in  its  polidcal,  not  in  a  judicial  capacity, 
hearing  no  cause,  nor  liaving  any  cause 
before  them.  What  is  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify any  act,  if  a  legal  justificadon  is 

*  The  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  crw 
bench  declined,  for  the  reason  he  mentiooed, 
at  that  time  giving  any  opinion  on  the  legality 
of  the  embargo,  on  its  own  particular  groandf 
of  law  ;  be  has  since  had  occasion  to  dedare; 
bis  opinion,  that  the  embargo,  by  order  of  coun- 
cil, is  a  direct  suspension  of  an  act  of  pariia^ 
ment,  and  therefore  illegal.  In  delivering  ibia 
opinion,  the  noble  lord  made  a  most  excellenl 
speech,  supporting  it  by  the  clearest  prtncipl^a 
of  the  constitution,  and  animated  with  the  troei 
fire  of  liberty ;  which  has  met  with  nnivf rsal 
applause,  and  for  which  bis  kMrdsbip  had  (upon 
the  spot)  the  warmest  tlvM^ks  of  the  known  and 
most  zealoos  friends  of  liberty  and  t^e  oonsti* 
tution. 
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meant  ?    Were  the  House  of  Lords  hear- 
ing a  cause  touching  the  embargo  upon  a 
wnt  of  error,  would  any  noble  lord  m  the 
Boose,  would  the  great  judge  who  pre- 
sides in  that  House,  give  his  opinion  upon 
ioy  other  ground  than  the  known  law  of 
the  land,  which  no  opinion,  even  of  the 
House  df  Lords  in  its  political  capacity, 
cm  alter?     Courts  of  law  will  receive  the 
law  from  parliament,  and  the  expositions 
€iC  it  from  Uie  House  of  Lords,  as  the  judi- 
csture  of  die  last  resert:  but  I  hope  they 
win  ahraji  judge  by  the  law,  ana  by  no 
odier  nde  whatever.    I  trust  never  to  see 
the  ime  come  acain,  when  judges  will 
proooiuice  upon  uie  prerogative   of  the 
crovs,  as  dictated  to  them  by^  a  prince  or 
I  mmister,  or  even  by  a  political  opinion 
of  either  House  of  parliament. 

There  is  but  one  thing  more  I  can  at 
resent  remember,  of  what  dropt  from 
ncMe  and  learned  lord  on  the  wool- 
lack.     His  lordship,  aware  of  the  great 
iffiniW  between   the  suspending  power, 
and  tliat  other  usurpation  of  the  croWn 
vhich  usually  attended  it,  the  raisinff  mo- 
ney without  consent  of  parliament,  (as  to 
wluch,  and  even  the  power  of  parliament 
in  ibe  matter,  peihaps  his  lordsnip  enter- 
ts&ns  some  peculiar  notions)  has  thought 
fit  to  make  a  distinction  between  these 
two  powers;  and  the  one,  I  mean  that  of 
mmng  money,  his  lordshm  totally  con- 
demns and  explodes,  though  his  arsument 
of  this  day  has  been  to  support  and  main- 
tain a  degree  of  the  other;  that  is,  in  cases 
of  urgent  necessity  for  the  public  good, 
aodat  least  till  parliament  conveniently 
can  be  assembled. 

The  noble  lord  says,  that  the  purses  of 
tie  subject  stand  upon  a  diFerent  footing ; 
^  die  matter  df  money  has  undergone 
many  statutes,  down  from  Magna  Charta, 
and  the  statute  that  no  taillage  shdl  be 
leried,  drc. ;  and,  in  short,  that  it  is  clear 
brand  constitution,  that  no  money  can  be 
laised  but  in  parliament    And  his  lord- 
Aip  ftrther  adds,  that  as  to  money,  there 
never  can  be  a  pretence  of  necessity  for 
itising  it  during  the  recess  of  parliament 
by  an  act  of  the  crown,  not  even  in  case 
of  the  knost  imminent  danger  of  invasion ; 
because  every  body  knows  the  difficulty 
of  ass^oobling  forces,  and  of  bringing  an 
army  into  the  field,  with  all  its  appen- 
dages of  artOlery  and  baggage,  which  oc- 
casions so  much  delay,  even  where  there 
B  no  want  of  money :  and  how  long  tiiae 
it  would  take  to  levy  any  money  from  the 
subject  by  suck  means  as  could  be  used 


in  the  greatest  haste :  so  that  there  never 
could  be  any  difficulty  in  convening  the 
parliament  before  any  thing  could  be  done 
that  way,  and  therefore  no  pretence  to 
anticipate  their  meeting  by  sudi  attempts. 

I  think  the  purse  of  the  subject  is  very 
sacred,  and  that  none  have  a  right  to  put 
their  hands  in  it  but  parliament.  I  go  in 
that  doctrine  as  far  as  the  constitution 
carries  me,  and  that  is  far  enough  for  the 
security  of  the  subject's  property,  though 
I  have  not  any  peculiar  notions  about  the 
magical  virtue  or  representation,  and  other 
dreams  of  that  sort.  The  king  and  com- 
mon council  of  the  kingdom  are  the  known^ 
ancient,  and  acknowledged  legislature; 
and  I  am  not  for  loosening  this  pin  of  the 
constitution  as  to  money,  more  than  any 
other  thing. 

But  I  must  at  the  same  time  fairly  tell 
your  lordships,  that  if  the  opinion  I  have 
as  to  the  suspending  power,  or  the  raising 
money,  which  are,  I  am  sure,  brother? 
children,  stood  upon  any  of  the  distinc- 
tions made  by  the  noble  lord,  I  should 
think  it  very  poorly  supported.  Nor  can 
I,  in  any  sort  or  kind,  distinffuish  between 
these  two  usurpations  which  always  went 
together.  I  have  one  short  logic  for  both : 
I  have  mentioned  it  before ;  namely,  that 
the  crown  is  not  the  supreme  sovereign 
l^islative  power  of  this  constitution :  and 
diat  as  money  must  be  raised  by  parlia^ 
ment,  whether  the  thins  be  taken  on  the 
more  abstracted  and  radical  principles  of 
the  original  constitution,  or  on  the  statutes 
and  usages  respecting  it,  which  I  hold  to 
be  all  but  dedaratory  and  explanatory, 
from  ibe  first  to  the  last  of  them ;  so  Z 
think  every  other  law,  of  whatever  kind, 
must  be  both  made  and  repealed,  or  sus- 
pended mediately  or  immediately,  by  Uie  . 
same  legislative  power  that  can  alone  raise 
money :  and  I  know  no  greater  degree  of 
sacredness  in  tjhose  acts  <n  parliament  that 
securethepurse  of  the  subject,  than  in  those 
that  secure  to  him  the  possession  of  every 
benefit  of  law  he  is  entitl^  to  enjoy.  I 
see  no  diffisrence  between  an  edict  of  the 
crown  to  take  money  from  the  subject 
without  authority  of  parliament,  and  one 
to  keep  money  frqm  him  that  he  has  a 
right  by  act  or  parliament  to  receive ;  and 
therefore  I  think  the  crown  has  not,  in 
any  case,  a  right  to  suspend  the  Bounty 
A^  by  which  the  exporter  of  com  is  en* 
titled  to  receive  so  much  money  for  every 
quarter  he  expoits. 

Ibe  princes  who  were  put  to  shifts  for 
railing  money  without  consent  of  parBa* 
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lordships  find  any  other  reason  to  join  in 
the  amazement  and  astonishment  of  these 
two  great  statesmen,  it  must  be  that  they 
were  both  so  ignorant  of  what  it  was  their 
indispensable  and  most  urgent  duty  to  be 
acquainted  with,  and  what  I  shotud  ima- 
gine very  fbw  besides  themselves  did  not 
know.  The  surprize  can  only  be  sunk  in 
toother  wonder,  still  greater,  that  so  un- 
accountable Ignorance  should  be  avowed 
and  offered  as  an  apology  for  the  most 
inexcusable  neglect  of  a  most  necessary 
duty,  upon  an  attention  to  which  the 
Siifbty  of  the  kingdom  depended. 

But  when  was  ft  that  these  attentive  mi* 
nisters  made  this  amazing  discovery  ?  So 
very  early,  we  are  told,  as  the  last  day  of 
Ai]^ust  or  first  day  of  September,  when 
t^e  prohibition  by  the  last  year's  ^ct  was 
expired.  And  wnat  was  it  that  brought 
so  immaterial  an  object,  a^  an  alarming 
scarcity,  athreatenedfamine,  under  the  con- 
nderation  of  the  ministry  ?  A  letter  which 
it  seems  was  received  from  a  watchful 
magistrate,  the  late  lord*mayor  of  London, 
who  is  but  an  inferior  minister  of  govern- 
ment, though  in  an  office  of  great  state 
and  dignity. 

Urns,  by  the  ministers  own  accoimt, 
fiom  the  middle  of  July,  when  his  Majesty 
called  them  into  his  service^  to  the  begin- 
ning of  September,  they  had  not  once  be- 
stowed B  tnought  upon  the  prognostics  or 
prooft  of  a  general  scarcity,  though  it  was 
roe  sabject  of  writing  in  all  the  daily  news- 
papers, the  cause  of  disquiet  in  all  quarters 
of  die  kingdom,  and  of  conversation  in 
every  company,  that  of  ministers,  I  sup- 
pose, only  excepted : 

'  Sideim  quis,  mandamqua  veletspectare  ca* 

dtatem, 
Expen  ipsa  netus  P' 

The  patriotic  ministets,  however,  did  not 
ttemselves  feel ;  and  if  we  may  judee  of 
things  that  are  not  seen  by  those  which  do 
Appear,  they  were  engaged  in  the  more 
important  business  of  settling  .vho  should 
ceae  that  another  might  succeed,  what  re- 
Version  or  pension  one  should  have,  and 
what  compensation  or  increase  of  emolu- 
ment anotner  should  have  out  of  the  over- 
flowing treasury  of  this  rich,  opulent,'and 
unincumbered  country.  Had  a  single 
hour  of  the  many  days  spent  in  adjusting 
the  arrangement  for  one  office,  been  em- 
ployed in  consulting  about  the  means  of 
preserving  bread  to  the  poor,  miserable, 
nungry,  and  appressed  suoject :  the  flints 
that  stnKk  each  other  ia  that  joatle  for 


place,  might  have  cast  as  much  light  apon 
the  law  at  least,  as  to  have  shewn  what 
the  contents  were  of  one,  not  to  saj  of 
three  acts  of  parliament  to  prevent 
scarcity  and  famine,  passed  but  a  few 
months  before. 

What  were  the  circunvtances  of  the 
country,  when  administration  was  in  thigj 
callous,  torpid,  and  benumbed  state?  If 
we  compare  diem  with  the  situation  ml 
which  tnings  were  when  parliament  took 
up  the  consideration  of  the  com  lost  ses- 
sion, and  passed  the  several  acts  for  secur* 
ing  a  national  supply,  we  shall  not  be  able 
to  avoid  seeing  a  remissness  and  inatten* 
tion  in  government,  on  this  occasion,  that 
is  really  not  to  be  conceived,  even  afla 
the  ministers  have  told  us,  that  truly  they 
had  not  so  much  as  once  looked  into  these 
laws  of  last  sesssion,  so  late  as  the  SOthof 
August,  when  the  lord  mayor  wrote  to 
them. 

In  the  petition  of  the  city  of  London 
presented  to  parliament,  which  is  dated  the 
17th  of  January  last,  it  is  set  forth,  that 
wheat  for  bread  had  for  three  months  been 
from  39^.  to  iOs.  In  that  situation  parlift' 
ment  thought  Uie  matter  worthy  their  at- 
tention, and  that  a  remedy  was  necessarr: 
and  three  bills  were  brought  into  toe 
House  of  Commons,  which  all  passed  into 
acts ;  one  to  prohibit  the  exportatioa  of 
com ;  another  for  liberty  to  unport  oats 
and  oatmeal ;  and  a  third  for  liberty  to 
import  American  com.  These  Bills  jmti 
the  House  of  Commons  about  the  7th  of 
February,  after  which  Uiey  had  their 
course  through  the  House  of  Lordfi,  and 
received  the  royal  assent  some  time  afterj 
and  your  lordships  will  please  to  attend  to 
it,  that  even  before  tnese  Bills  passed. 
wheat  was  come  down  to  S5s.  6(L :  and 
in  April  the  b^t  com  was  down  at  Sis,6ii 
the  worst  at  32^.,  owing  to  the  remedy  in* 
terposed  by  parliament:  which  your Tord^ 
ships  see  was  so  quick  and  immediate  ii^ 
its  operation,  that  the  prices  fell  even  be- 
fore the  law  was  passed :  of  such  impor- 
tance and  eiiect  is  the  proper  remedy, 
when  applied  by  parliament  seasonably 
and  timely.  Tet  under  that  ftll,  5  or  ^ 
below  the  prices  upon  consideration  of 
which  the  city  of  London  petitioned  and 
the  parliament  proceeded  to  bring  in  bil^ 
did  the  legislature  judge  fit  to  pass  th^ 
several  laws;  and  very  wisely,  ^ecausq 
their  not  doing  so  would  have  had  ju«t  the 
contrary  effect,  and  have  raised  the  pricel 
above  what  they  were,  when  the  matter 
was  taken  upi  for  the  same  reason  that  tbe 
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doinff  of  it  lonrered  them  so  greatly  imme- 

The  Prdiibition  Act  was  made  to  expire 
^  26th  of  August,  and  the  two  others 
&r  liberty  of  importation  expired  the  29th 
of  September:  and  there  was  no  power 
jiVen  by  the  act  to  the  king  and  council 
to  coDtmue  the  prohibition.  So  much  for 
what  past  last  session. 

'Now  for  what  concerns  the  ministry  of 

Has  year,  to  shew  their  attention.    By  the 

weekly  retorns  of  the  prices  at  Bear-key, 

it  appean  that  upon  the  28th  of  July  ^by 

wluch  tioe  I  believe  the  administration 

had  tabo  its  form,  for  the  dictator  was  set 

to  wiorisbout  the  12th)  wheat  was  at  44^. 

that  k  two  ahiUiogs  above  the  highest  price 

riieo  the  city  of  London  petitioned  par* 

iooieDt  in  January,  and  no  less  than  Ss.  6d. 

tigha  thaa  when  the  bills  of  last  session 

/isssed.     Au£U8t  the  4th  it  was  45«.,  ad* 

fsnced  aahilfiiig ;  August  1 1th  it  was  4S5. ; 

iugufrt  18Ch,  4if.;  25th,  at  45<. ;  and  by 

Septeaaber  18th  it  was  got  up  to  48«.  Set. ; 

)uQl  was  at  4df.  on  the  15th  and  22nd  of 

S^tember* 

The  prices  at  Bear-key  are  the  barome- 

^  for  plenty  and  scarcity,  which  the  law 

has  pointed  out  to  magistrates,  and  to  mi- 

listers  too^  unless  it  be  no  part  of  the  duty 

^ministers  to  take  care  of  the  provision 

)f  the  coontry,  because  they  have  not, 

Oce  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  the 

ittize  oi  bread  to  set  weekly.    The  au- 

^^entic  and  legal  information  is  at  hand, 

f  they  will  but  send  to  Bear-key  or  Guild- 

ittll  for  it :  and  one  would  think  that  ought 

oot  to  be  omitted  at  any  time  when  the 

ftate  of  the  coontry  as  to  corn  is  but  doubt- 

Bal  or  suapicioua.    In  a  year  when  there 

had  been  a  scarcity,  aind  no  less  than 

three  temporary  acts  of  parliament  to  pro- 

^  ag^unst  it,  such  an  omission  must  be 

deemedstraDge  inattention,  an  unaccount- 

Fnan  the  list  of  prices  I  have  given  your 
Wdsbipa,  you  see  how  much  worse  the 
^  ot  the  country  was  in  the  months  of 
Jtily  and  August,  tlian  when  parliament  was 
fipiied  to  last  session;  still  more  so  than 
^hen  the  acta  of  last  session  passed:  and 
^  state  of  the  weather  we  all  know  was 
^  a  long  time  most  threatening,  espe- 
cially coming  after  a  year  of  scarcity, 
^od  knows  what  would  have  been  the 
^sse,  if  the  season  had  not  taken  a  favour- 
>4Ae  tiim  towards  the  harvest,  as  in  kind 
^"nrafTideace  it  did :   yet  all  this  while,  not 
\)eJeaat  mark  of  care  in  administration* 
^mioisters  who  had  the  watch,  instead 


of  looking  out,  seem  to  have  been  the 
only  quiet  and  unconcerned  persons  in  the 
kingdom ;  they  did  not  so  much  as  enquire 
whether  government  was  armed  with  a 
power  of  prohibition* 

This  is  really  hard  to  be  credited*  If 
the  mbisters  nad  no  friends  to  inform, 
them  of  the  expiring  laws,  surely  Uieir  own 
reflection,  had  th^  used  any,  might  have 
told  them  long  bemre  the  26th  of  August,, 
that  there  was  too  great  a  probability  some, 
farther  remedy  would  be  necessary.  And 
pariiament  (if  it  had  been  worth  while  to 
give  any  attention  to  what  thejr  had  done^ 
had  marked  a  line  of  direction  for  admi- 
nistration, with  the  greatest  exactness,  by 
making  the  prohibition  continue  till  the 
26th  of  August,  and  no  longer ;  because 
there  could  not  sooner  be  any  supply  from 
the  new  crop,  and  it  must  before  then  be 
known  what  the  harvest  was,  and  how  the 
crop  turned  out :  so  that  if,  by  disq^int* 
ment  in  crop,  there  were  need  for  a  fresh 
prohibition  or  other  remedy,  parliament 
could  be  called  in  time  to  ^ply  it.  Par* 
liament  had  thereby  ^ven  at  the  same 
time,  the  most  explicit  testimony,  not 
only  that  they  understood  it  to  be  their 
province  to  give  the  remedy,  but  that  they 
nad  now  reserved  the  cognizance  of  the 
a&ir  to  themselves,  not  chusing  to  dele- 
gate it  to  the  crown,  even  durmg  the 
recess,  as  had  been  done  frequently  before. 
If  administration  had  chosen  to  follow  the 
line  given  them  by  parliament,  they  had  a 
plain  path  to  walk  in ;  which  was  no  other 
than  IJiis,  to  keep  their  eye  upon  the  state 
of  the  country ;  end  if  there  appeared  to 
be  the  least  hazard  of  the  need  or  a  farther 
prohibition,  to  keep  the  nrorogation  of 
parliament  upon  such  a  mot,  as  that  it 
could  be  called  in  time,  and  with  a  reason- 
able notice  too ;  a  method  that  the  Jour- 
nals shew  has  been  often  practised  on  like 
occasions.  Instead  of  this,  administration 
took  no  thought,  gave  no  attention  to  the 
matter  at  all ;  and  of  themselves  neither 
did  nor  shewed  any  intention  to  do  any 
thing,  notwithstanding  the  circumstances 
of  the  country,  as  events  turned  out,  made 
the  afikir  of  such  consequence. 

But  was  the  conduct  of  admmistration  a. 
bit  better,  or  wiser,  or  more  like  govern- 
ment, when  they  were  waked  out  of  their 
first  sleep,  and  goaded  on  to  their  duty, 
by  others  to  whom  their  country  was  more 
obliged  i  Not  one  whit ;  but  if  possible 
rather  worse.  Of  this  also  there  is  the 
fullest  evidence. 

AfWr  i^aiting  till  the  end  of  Augusty 
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when  the  Btate  of  the  country  was  beyond 
conjecture,  the  lord  mayor  of  London,  in 
the  letter  which  he  wrote  to  the  three 
great  ministers,   told  them  the  stock  of 

frain  on  hand  was  very  small ;  that  the 
arvest  had  failed,  and  was  unproductive ; 
and  that  there  were  then  (already)  come 
commissions  for  buying  up  corn  here,  un- 
limited in  price,  and  to  an  immense  extent ; 
that  therefore  it  was  indispensably  neces- 
sary some  measure  should  immediately  be 
taken,  to  stop  the  exportation,  otherwise 
the  kingdom  would  very  soon  be  drained, 
and  a  want  at  home.  This  was  material 
information  indeed,  and  it  was  as  authentic 
as  material ;  for  your  lordships  will  reflect 
from  whom  it  came ;  not  only  from  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  metropolis,  but  that 
magistrate  himself  the  best  informed  that 
any  one  could  be,  from  his  private  situa- 
tion, being  the  greatest  corn-factor  in 
England,  perhaps  in  Europe;  a  worthy 
ana  sensible  gentleman,  well  known  in 
both  houses  of  parliament,  where  he  has 
often  attended  on  occasions  relating  to 
com,  called  upon  as  the  ablest  in  the  king- 
dom to  give  information  in  these  matters. 
Such  was  the  person  who  gave  this  inform- 
ation to  government:  and  it  was  the  more 
worthy  of  regard,  and  ought  to  be  men- 
tioned tp  his  honour,  that  his  duty  as  a 
citizen  of  the  commonwealth,  as  well  as  a 
magistrate,  in  the  high  office  he  then  bore 
in  the  city  of  London,  prevailed  over  his 
own  private  interest,  as  there  was  not  ano- 
ther man  in  the  kingdom  so  much  interest- 
ed in  the  profit  to  be  had  by  the  commis- 
sions from  2d)road.  It  w^re  to  be  wished, 
though  I  am  not  enthusiastic  enough  to 
hope  it,  that  such  an  example  of  disinte- 
rested patriotism  and  public  virtue  would 
ascend.  But  in  late  transactions,  my 
lord  mayor's  vigilance  in  his  office  as  a 
magistrate,  has  not  been  more  woefully 
contrasted  by  the  negledt  of  ministers, 
than  his  noble  contempt  of  gain  in  his 
private  character  as  a  man,  by  the  pen- 
sioned avarice  of  his  superiors;  an  ex- 
cellent foil  to  illustrate  the  splendour  of 
bis  virtue  1 

What  did  this  information  produce? 
Just  nothing ;  at  least  nothing  for  the  re 
lief  of. the  country.  My  Lord  Privy  Seal 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  went  to  statute 
books  before  unopened,  not  dog-eared, 
and  there  takde  the  amaang,  astonishing 
discovery,  that  the  act  of  parliament  of 
last  smion  gave  no  power  to  the  king  and 
council  to  prolong  the  prohibition.  There 
govenunent  restM :  the  kingdom  was  left 


to  be  amazed  in  their  turn,  and  my  lord 
mayor's  letters  added  to  the  lumber  of  the 
public  offices. 

The  consideration  of  some  weighty  andj 
important  a£birs  thus  forced  upon  adminis-l 
tration,  was  yet  laid  aside  for  some  days; 
and  your  lordships  wUl  not  forget,  that  a^ 
this  time  parliament  was  not  prorogued] 
though  there  had  been  no  thought  of  call' 
ing  it,  as  there  should  have  been  much 
sooner;  and  if  it  had  been  called  when  my 
lord  mayor's,  letter  came,  which  repre^ 
sented  the  indispensable  necessity  ther^ 
was  of  taking  some  measures,  and  when 
the  wonderful  discovery  was  made  that  no 
powers  were  left  with  the  king  and  coun^ 
cil,  it  might  have  been  assembled  by  the 
20th  of  September,  on  twenty  days  noticei 
which  even  the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsad! 
has  condescended  to  agree  would  be  dud 
notice;  or  if  six  days  more  had  beep 
given,  sUU  it  might  have  met  to  apply  th^ 
legal  constitutional  relief  as  early  as  th^ 
time  when  the  dispensing  power  was  exert^ 
ed  under  pretence  of  the  recess  ofparlia^ 
ment. 

It  would  seem,  however,  that  aflcr  ^ 
week  or  ten  days  consideration,  it  wai 
thought  necessary  to  put  some  mark  ol 
respect  upon  my  lord  mayor's  letter 
and  it  has  been  said,  that  a  council  m 
held  about  the  8th  of  September,  when 
by  the  Bear-key  prices,  wheat  was  only  a 
4Ss*  Sd.  But  that  council  ordered  m 
embargo ;  neither  was  it  judged  reasonai 
ble  or  necessary  to  call  parliament.  TM 
council  however,  did  somewhat,  rather  | 
think  to  amuse  and  shew  their  ignorand 
than  any  thing  else ;  though  it  is  like  tfal 
amusement  in  the  fable  of  the  frogs.  Ac 
cordingly  that  wise  and  useful  proclama 
tion  against  forestalling  was  brought  forts 
bearinc  date  the  10th  of  September:  anl 
for  quietinc  the  minds  of  the  poor  starvio 
people,  and  ministering  present  and  efFe<! 
tual  relief  to  their  distress,  it  publishc 
this  comfortable  news,  that  the  prices  <| 
corn  are  already  very  much  increase 
and  the  same  b  likely  to  grow  much  dearel 
to  the  great  oppression  of  the  poor.  Tli 
people  cry  for  bread,  and  the  ministei 
gave  them  a  proclamation ;  nay,  lest  o^ 
should  not  be  enough,  they  gave  them  t^ 
of  the  same  date,  and  in  the  same  Gi 
zette ;  and  the  second  much  worse  tha 
the  first.  I  cannot  on  this  occasion  dri 
from  my  mind  these  words  of  the  scri 
ture,  which  say,  *  If  a  son  ask  bread  frot 
any  of  you  that  is  a  father,  will  he  gif 
him  a  stone  i  Or  if  he  ask  a  Babf  will  h 
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for  a  fish  gnre  him  a  serpent  ?   Or  if  he 
sbaD  ask  an  egg,  will  he  oflfer  him  a  scor- 
phai*   Perhaps  two  such  proclamations 
never  were  coupled  together.    The  one 
pnMJaims  a  growme  deanh,  when  the  ports 
were  by  law  open  for  the  free  exportation 
ef  every  ounce  of  grain  in  tiie  kingdom, 
vith  the  highest  temptation  to  export,  by 
an  unlimited  demand  from  abroad,  to  pre- 
vent which  no  remedy  could  be  legicdly 
applied  but  by  authority  of  parliament : 
and  under  these  circumstances  does  the 
other  proclamation  prorogue  the  parlia- 
ment to  the  11th  of  riovember,  sixty-one 
days. 

If  k  had  been  the  purpose  or  determi- 
natun  of  government  to  aggravate  rather 
thao  to  aueviate  the  distress  of  the  coun- 
tiji  and  by  drivinfi;  to  despfur,  to  promote 
osuirection  and  nre,  what  more  efiectud 
ioetbod  could  have  been  pursued  i  I  speak 
to  facts ;  and  it  is  well  they  are  proved, 
for  I  should  not  expect  to  be  believed 
without  evidence.    What  were  the  conse- 
quences i  The  quesdon  may  well  be  ask- 
ed ;   but  I  shall  not  answer  it,  for  fear  I 
should  seem  to  justify^whatl  condemn  and 
i^ret. 

But  I  will  tell  your  lordships  what  hap- 
pened after  these  proclamations.    Wheat 
that  was  at  48^.  Sd.  on  the  8th  of  Septem- 
ber, was  at  49^.  on  15th  and  22nd :  and 
there  were  risings,  riots  and  tumults,  in 
aU  comers  of  the  kingdom,  and   troops 
marched  from  c^ounty  to  county,  to  quell 
insurrections  by  military  force:   famine 
and  the  sword  met :  murders  have  been, 
and  executions  must  be :    the  laws  tram- 
pled upon  and  transgressed  by  the  people : 
acts  of  parliament  from  a  careless  neces- 
Bty  broKen,  and  suspended  by  power  with- 
out right,  royal  authority,   that  is,  un- 
foonded  prerogative,  (for  royal  authority 
and  prerogative  are  83'nonymous  converti- 
ble terais)  :  royal  auUiority,  I  say,  exert- 
ed against  law.     For  at  last,  when  no  legal 
remedy  was  left  for  an  insupportable  evil, 
the  Embargo  by  order  of  council,  that  vio- 
lent, but  Oien  necessary,  and  also  inade- 
quate remedy,  was  issued  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember.   It  was  forced  by  the  cries  and 
risings  of  the  people,  and  by  petitions 
from  the  great  cities,  and  particularly  the 
peUtion  presented  to  the  King  on  the  23d, 
from  the  lord  mayor  and  court  of  alder- 
men of  London,  who  could  no  longer  re- 
main silent  spectators  of  the  distress  and 
danger,  which  near  a  month  before  had 
been  represented  m  such  strong  terms  to 
i^e  ministry,  by  their  worthy  and  vigilant 
[VOL^XVLl 


chief  magistrate,  in  a  more  private  capa- 
city and  form. 

As  to  what  has  been  said  in  the  debate^ ' 
that  the  facts  laid  before  the  council  oa 
the  10th  of  September,  which  issued  the 
proclamations  against  forestalling,  and  for 
proroguing  the  parliament,  were  not  suffi* 
cient  foundation  for  their  proceeding  to 
an  embargo ;  that  it  was  then  only  a  sur- 
mise of  scarcity;  and  that  the  circum- 
stances were  so  much  changed  before  the 
26th,  when  the  embargo  was  ordered, 
that  it  could  be  no  longer  delayed ;  I  own 
I  cannot  understand  what  it  means;  for 
we  see  by  the  Bear-key  returns,  that  (as 
already  mentioned)  wheat  was  at  48;.  Sd» 
on  the  8th  of  September,  that  is,  above 
the  bounty  price;  and  it  was  but  9(L 
higher,  viz.  49«.  on  the  22d  of  September. 
But  the  order  for  an  embargo  is  really 
the  ministry's  indictment  drawn  up  by 
themselves :  fbr  it  sets  forth  as  its  ground 
the  very  information  that  the  lord  mayor 
of  Lonuon  had  given  the  ministry  26  days 
before ;  and  upon  those  grounds  of  urgent 
necessity  now  impending,  that  is,  that 
they  hao  been  certified  of  as  impending  a 
month  before,  and  for  the  safety,  benefit, 
and  sustenance  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
his  Majesty  then  only,  by  the  advice  of 
his  privy  council,  orders  an  embargo  on 
wheat  and  wheat  flour,  and  nothing  else. 
And  the  necessity  of  laying  it  on  by  the 
royal  authority  is  stated  in  these  expres- 
sive words :  '  And  whereas  die  parliament 
standing  prorogued  to  the  11th  of  No- 
vember next,  his  Majesty  has  not  an  op-  ' 
portunity  of  taking  the  advice  of  his  par- 
liament speedily  enough  upon  the  present 
emei^ency,  to  stop  the  progress  of  a  mis- 
chief daily  increasing,  and  which,  if  not 
immediately  provided  against,  might  be 
productive  of  calamities  past  all  possibility 
of  remedy :'  a  very  just  account  of  the  si- 
tuation of  things  that  had  been  the  pre- 
sent emergency  for  the  two  preceding 
months,  and  of  the  necessity  of  tne  speedy 
remedy  that  had  been  so  unaccountably 
delayed  to  be  applied  in  any  way  during 
that  time,  and  that  a  voluntary  act  of  ad- 
ministration, in  the  prorogation  of  parlia- 
ment, when  the  emergency  was  come  to 
the  worst,  had  rendered  impracticable  in 
the  legal  and  proper  way.  But  the  most 
curious  part  01  the  whole  is,  that  the  want 
of  an  opportunity  of  advising  speedily 
enough  with  the  parliament,  is  spoken  of 
as  a  common  or  unavoidable  ana  unfore- 
seen casualty,  though  the  ministiy  them- 
selves were  the  cause  that  lus  majesty 
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could  not  then  have,  and  had  not  even 
sooner  had,  that  opportunity. 

But  if  the  proclamation  for  the  Erabargp 
lU  considered  as  a  remedy,  even  this  act 
.of^power  now  justified  as  prerogative,  was 
itself  but  the  crowning  blunder,  by  con- 
^ning  the  Embargo  to  wheat  and  wheat 
flour,^  The  wisdom  of  parliament  extend- 
ed their  prohibition,  under  less  pressing 
circumstances   and   lower  prices,  to  aO 

frJEun,  and  every  thing  of  com  kind,  bread, 
iscuit^  and  starch.  And  one  would  have 
thought,  that  when  the  crown  was  advised 
to  suspend  acts  of  parliament  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  the  dispensing  power  mieht  also, 
for  the  greater  eood  of  the  pubhc,  have 
paid  that  comphment  to  the  act  of  parlia- 
zaent,  to  have  followed  it  fully,  and  net 
in  a  part  only,  when  the  whole  jprohibition 
was  &r  more  necessary  than  at  the  time 
the  law  was  made:  not  to  say  that  the 
example  of  parliament  was  at  least  a  sort 
cf  shelter  for  a  prerogative  oisurpation 
upon  its  power.  But  even  without  re- 
sorting to  the  wisdom  of  parliament  for  ii^- 
Btruction,  such  an  error  as  the  omission  of 
'prohibiting  the  exportation  of  all  manner 
of  grain  in  the  proclamation,  could  not 
have  beeh  fallen  mto,  without  either  the 
greatest  inattention,  or  most  amazing  un- 
akilfulness;  for  hardly  any  body  is  so 
'ignorant  as  not  to  know  that  a  diminution 
of  any  one  species  of  grab,  not  only  raises 
the  price  of  that  particular  species,  but 
affects  all  the  rest,  because  of  tne  increase 
of  consumption  of  these  occasioned  by  the 
want  of  the  other.  And  so  the  exporta- 
tion of  barley,  which  was  not  restrained 
by  the  Embargo,  has  contributed  to  keep 
up  the  price  of  wheat,  besides  enhancing 
that  otmalt  to  an  intolerable  degree.* 

If  parliament  had  been  called  in  time, 
there  might  |iave  been  a  more  early,  and 
■—• ■  --     .  J, 

*  The  parliament  lost' no  time  in  remedying, 
as  fast  as  tbey  coold,  the  blanders  of  adminis* 
tratioQ.  Tbey  revived  the  Prohibition  Act  in 
its  full  extent ;  renewed  the  two  other  act$  be- 

'fore  mentioned,  which  expired  on  the  29th  of 
September;  and  have  taken  other  wise  and 
necessary  precautions.  But  that  there  might 
be  no  uublic  act  with  regard  to  this  great  con- 
cern, the  prevention  of  famine,  executed  by  ad* 
ministration,  without  sone  egregious  bluhder, 
and  some  glaring  proof  of  if^fhorance  and  inat- 
tention, the  privy  council,  though  tbey  had  a 

.power  to  prohibit  distillirion  till  twenty  days 
afler  the  roeeliofl'  of  parliament,  prohiUited  it 

^ only  lor  three,  in  consequence  of  vdiicb,  all 
the  distillery  might  go  on  till  die  act  passed  to 
•top  it.  ^ 


there^certainly  woiAd  liave  been  a 
adequate  and  satisfactorj  remedy 
to  the  evil ;  and  the  very  prospect 
meeting  of  parliament  would  have 
the  people  quiet,  as  they  will  alwa^ 
more  confidence  in  parliament  than  is' 
administration,  and  wOl  patiently  wA 
the  relief  for  which  they  naturally  l 
to  the  legblature.    But  in  a  ministry 
from  the  beginning  had  paid  no   ' 
to  the  calamity,  either  in  its  pi 
e&cts,  and  that  cut  off  $01  hopes  of 
mentary  relief  by  a  i>rorogatioii, 
they  proclaimed  the  evil  to  be  come 
great  height,  and  still  growing ;  in  i 
ministry  tiie  people  coiild  tf^KC  no 
dence,  nor  could  they  indeed  be 
to    continue    quiet    under  such 
stances.    From  ministers  capable  tf 
dering  so  grossly  in  so  plain  andneGt 
a  business  as  the  care  of  proTisoa 
bread  to  the  kingdom,  what  ma^ 
expected  of  the  blundering  kind,  in 
meters  of  more  difficulty.  Tor  of  more 
portahce  there  can  hardUy  be  any?  ~ 
steet*smen  it  the  rudder  so  inexpert 
our  own  ports,  the  ship  is  not  to  be 
in  ihe  wide  sea. 

Some  pretences  have  been  made,  I 
not  Call  them  excuses,  for  not  calliDg 
parliament,  which  has  been  theoW^ 
One  noble  lord  speaks  in  a  contem 
stile ;  he  says,  all  the  difference  is,  tl 
King  has  been  advised  by  his  Litde 
stead  of  his  Great  Council. 

This'  way  6f  speaking  is  unconstitutii 
and  ridiculous.     I  hope  parliament 
alv^ays  maintain  its    own  super-i 
distinction,  and  mark  it  so  as  it  d 
be  the  by-word  of  any  minister,  by 
ing  on  tnis,  and  every  other  occasioD> 
the'  King's  privy  councO,  which  the 
lord  calls  tne  little   council,  is,  lO' 
little  in  comparison  of  the  great  c< 
of  the  nation,  as  well  as  of  the 
and  that  this  little  coimcil,  or  any 
man,  who  dictates  to  them,  never  ' 
entrusted  with  the  power  of  su«>eni 
dispensing  with  the  standing  law  o> 
land,  on  any  pretence  whatever.   V ' 
were  allowed  of,  there  is  no  law  w  w  ^ 
mental  but  might  be  subverted,  ^^S 
government  more  absolute  than  that  wWi 

might  be  introduced.  ^ 

The  noble  lord  says,  *  he  docs  not^ 
quire  whether  my  lord  mayor's  J^j^*2jJ 
wrote  a  day  sooner,  or  a  day  later.'  ^^ 
is  a  littlehess,  says  he,  in  minding  fl«*^^ 
proclamations,— the  day  of  '"T^JT 
Embargo,  of  ptoroguing  the  parliaw^ 


cc(fiiH 


iding] 


9I  tlie  di^  fixed  for  its  meeting.  These 
ire  minutus  beneath  notice :  Bavins  a 
vmtrj  f/oin  ruin  is  a  great  object*  He 
{09  to  the  great  object  of  preventing  fa- 
fibe. 

Saving  a  country  from  famine  is  a  great 
object ;  but  it  may  depend  on  notliine  so 
fflach  ss  mnutiit,  such  as  the  noble  lord 
would  o?erlooL '  It  did  depend  upon  8ucl\ 
ntmiitf  as  dates  in  this  instance ;  and  the 
overaght  promoted  the  famine,  which  at- 
lentioD  n^t  have  prevented  sooner,  and 
to  much  bdter  effect«    But  surely  no  in- 
stance OB  ever  be  more  unfortunate,  of 
coDtantible  ndntUug^  than  that  of  mind- 
ing of  oajs  and  dates,  when  the  safety  of 
a  eoontiy  is   concerned.    States   have 
pembed  qr  the  neglect  of  an  hoar,  -and 
nomeots  mive  decided  the  fate  of  empires* 
he  prorogation  of  parliament,  in  such  a 
MssMi  of  odamity  and  danger,  was  no  mi- 
note  blonder.    Last  year  that  noble  lord 
said  be  could  not  commend  the  then  ad- 
mmistration  for  calling  parliament  early, 
n  tbey  termed  it,  because  he  thought 
tbdr  speed  was  'delay,  in  such  a  copjunc- 
toreas  that  was;  tnough  the  ground  of 
Im  complaint  of  dday  was  not  that  Ame- 
rica baa  been  suflferea  to  continue  in  re- 
bellioD  for  months,  but  that  so^uch  time 
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tion,  he  however  neither  did,  nor  can  give 
one  instance  from  any  history.  ^ 

Must  we  then,  my  lords,  for  fear  of  a 
surreptitious  surrender  of  our  liberties  by 
parliament,  trust  the  privy  council  w^fli  1^ 
power  that  would  subvert  bur  liberties^ 
and  r^ender  our  property  precarious  ?  BuC 
can  t^e  lowest  number  of  lords  ana 
commoners  tl^at  can  make  a  parliament! 
be  less  safe  than  the  little  council }  The 
law  of  th^  land  has  taught  me,  that  par* 
liament  assepibled  without  any  notice  at 
all,  is  abetter  security  for  our  libertie^ 
than  any  privy '  council,  and  therefore, 
UDon  the  critical  emergency  of  a  demise 
or  the  crown,  parliament  is  by  a  statute 
appointed  to  'assemble  Immediately,  how« 
ever  it  may  happen  to  stand  prorogued  at 
the  timel  So  j^cdous  is  the  constitutioQ 
of  a  pretence  left  to  the  8uc9rs8or  to  the 
throne  to  govern  with  his  privy  councit 
without  parliament.  But,  my  lords,  it  is 
very  extraordinary  to  hear  the  danger  of 
a  surreptitious  assembling  of  parliament^ 
iised  as  an  argument  against  haste  in  a 
Reason  of  imminent  danger,  by  those  wh6 
argue  for  necessity  as  sufficient  to  suspend 
and  dispense  i^ith  laws  and  acts  of  parlia^ 
ment !  Is  there  more  safety  in  making  ne- 
cessity a  law-maker,  or  a  *  lex  temporis,* 


ed  sobiects  relief  from  the  ffrievances, 
which  ne  Uiought  justified  their  mutiny. 
Now  when  one  greater  and  wiser  than  all 
other  men  is  minister,  days  and  dates  are 
mutia.  It  is  his  prerogative  to  blunder 
iDd  be  blameless. 

But,  says  the  noble  lord,  parliament 
could  not  have  been  conveniently  assem- 
I'led  sooner.  It  may  do  for  great  ministers 
vho  lire  at  their  fine  palaces  in  the  neigh- 
Whood  of  the  capital,  to  come  up  here 
tt  aay  time; — and  to  be  sure  any  man 
^  ^  upon  the  back  of  a  post  horse, 
aod  nde  as  fast  as  he  can  :  but  it  will  not 
iuit  all  the  members  of  the  two  Houses, 
tiut  are  to  be  brought  from  the  East  and 
the  West,  from  the  South  and  the  North, 
of  this  large  kingdom,  to  call  them  from 
^^  houses  and  their  domestic  affairs,  at 
<&  iooonvenient  season,  and  upon  short 
^tice.  This  cannot  be  done  without  no- 
We  inconvenience:  and  nothing  is  so 
dangerous  as  surreptitious  meetings  of  par- 
^^JmiU  The  great  security  of  our  li- 
berties consists  in  calling  parlian^ent  upon 
M  notice,  to  prevent  aU  surprize:  and 
V  rorreptitiqms  conventions,  <  all  coun- 
^es  that  have  been  emJaved,  have  lost 


hd  been  lost  in  giving  these  poor  oppress-    than  in  making  tt  only  a  hasty  convener 


of  the  true  legislature  of  the  kingdom  } 
My  lords,  ministers  may  not  be  fond  of 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  even  when 
they  do  not  fear  much  harm  from  it  to 
their  powf  r ;  because,  though  it  does  not 
immediately  or  cerCalnly  destroy,  it  puta 
them  to  mind,  in  the  midst  of  their  arr<>- 
gance,  that  they  are  mortal,  like  the  slave 
m  the  triqmphal  car.  For  my  part,  I 
have  no  fear  of  parliament,  called  snf 
how :  but  I  have  great  fear  of  a  power  in 
the  privy  council  that  would  supersede 
parliament.  It  was  the  rump  of  a  well 
weeded  parliament  that  abolished  the  mo* 
narchy,  but  no  proclamation  can  garble 
either  a  House  of  Lords  or  Commons': 
and  before  any  number  assembled  surrep- 
titiously could  sit  long  enough  to  attempt 
a  surrender  of  our  liberties,  the  most  dis- 
tant member,  who  did  not  chuse  to  be  a 
slave,  would  find  his  way  to  Westminster,  if 
thoback  of  a  post  horse  would  carry  him  ; 
and  the  traitors  would  very  soon  find  that 
they  had  only  forfeited  their  own  heuOs, 
to  confirm  the  liberty  of  their  incensed 
country.  In  the  present  case,  however, 
there  vas  no  occasion  for  a  hasty  convoca- 
tion of  parliament.  Government  needed 
not  .to  h»ys  been  run  to  the  mimuia  of 
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hours  or  days.  Had  parliament  been 
called,  even  when  it  was  culpably  proro- 
gued, it  might  have  had  a  longer  notice 
than  many  sessions  haVe  sat  upon.  Nor 
c:an  I  see  any  notable  inconveniency  in 
calling  it  so  soon,  unless  that  the  noble 
lord  could  not  have  stayed  so  long  at  the 
waters,  as  I  presume  it  could  not  have 
safely  met  with  his  lordship's  presence  to 
guide  it.  As  to  forty  days  notice  being 
necessary  for  calline  parliament,  it  is  an 
assertion  without  aU  foundation,  contra- 
dicted by  usaee,  and  by  the  very  style  of 
the  usual  proaamations  which  speak  only 
of  due  and  convenient  notice;  to  effect 
which,  there  is  no  charm  either  in  the 
number  forty,  thirty,  or  any  other.  I  was 
surprized  to  hear  the  noble  and  learned 
lora  say,  he  held  it  to  be  the  law  of  par- 
liament, that  forty  dsys  was  necessary. 
There  is  no  such  '  mos  parliamentarius.' 
And  the  noble  lord  must  nave  forgot  him- 
self: for  in  the  very  first  year  of  this  reign, 
parliament  was  called  ana  sat  for  dispatch 
of  business  on  twelve  days  notice  by  pro- 
clamation. The  noble  lord  knows  who  then 
advised  his  Majesty,  and  was  in  the  first 
office  in  the  kingdom.  But  if  it  were  ne- 
nessary  t»  go  into  them,  numberless  in- 
stances since  the  Union  are  ready  to  be 
pointed^  out,  of  parliament  being  called 
and  sitting  on  twelve,  sixteen,  twenty  days, 
and  other  indifferent  numbers:  and  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  is  unsupported  in 
this  opinion,  which  is,  indeed,  totally  a 
mistake ;  the  other  noble  and  learned  lord 
on  the  woolsack  having  agreed  that  twenty 
days  is  due  notice.  Tnere  remains,  there- 
fore, no  cloak  or  excuse  for  the  blunder 
of  proroguing  parliament  for  sixty-one  in- 
stead of  forty  aays,  at  a  time  when  it  was 
so  necessary  to  have  assembled  it  upon 
the  shortest  notice  for  which  there  was 
anv  precedent ;  and  when,  if  it  had  been 
called  even  upon  twenty  days  from  the 
date  of  the  proclamation  proroguing  it,  it 
would  have  prevented  the  necessity  for  an 
embargo  by  the  crown  against  law,  and 
hindered  those  dangerous  tumults  and  in- 
surrections that  at  lost  extorted  an  act  of 
such  dangerous  example  from  administra- 
tion. 

My  lords,  the  occasion  is  my  apology 
for  having  said  so  much ;  yet  it  is  but  a 
small  part  of  what  miglit  have  been  said 
on  the  subject,  upon  which  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  trouble  you. 

My  lords,  I  am  not  afiraid  of  the  just 
prerogative  of  the  crown.  It  is  a  part  of 
the  constitution^  and  it  is  salutary.    <  The 


people's  liberties  strengthen  the  Kind's 
prerogative,  and  the  King's  prerogative 
defends  the  people's  liberties.'  So  said 
the  unfortunats  prince  Charles  the  First* 
But  he  said  it  fiusely  and  deceitfully,  ap- 
plying it  to  his  own  depraved  principles 
of  government,  in  which  ne  was  nursed  up 
to  his  ruin,  by  a  father  who  never  sat  in 
that  chair,  but  he  taught^  like  a  royal  pro- 
fessor, the  doctrines  of  arbitrary  power  to 
your  lordships*  ancestors,  who  were  but 
unapt  scholars.  What  the  self-deluded 
and  self-destroyed  king  said  deceitfully,  I 
think  sincerely  in  the  just  sense. 

Neither,  my  lords,  do  I  fear  the  power 
of  the  crown,  in  the  hands- of  the  gracious 
prince  now  reigning.  He  made  it  his 
early  declaration  from  the  throne,  that  our 
liberty  was  as  dear  to  him  as  his  own  pre- 
rogative: and  I  trust  along  line  of  illustnous 
descendents  sprung  from  him,  will  inherit 
his  zeal  for  the  liberties  of  this  country, 
the  laws  of  which  transferred  the  imperad 
diadem  of  these  realms  firom  those  who 
were  not  worthy  of  it,  to  his  Majesty's 
august  House.  The  firedom  of  the  sub- 
ject is  the  brightest  jewel  in  the  crown. 
It  is  the  super-eminent  prerogative  of  the 
kings  of  England,  by  which  they  excel  in 
glory  all  the  sovereigns  on  earth,  that 
they  rule  over  freemen,  not  over  slaves. 
The  Brunswick  line  esteems  it  so :  they 
have  shewn  it. 

But,  my  lords,  I  dread  principles,  the 
scars  of  which  this  nation  yet  bears : — 
Principles  destructive  to  the  people,  dan- 
gerous to  the  prince : — Principles  that  lie 
at  the  root  of  all  the  illegal  prerogatives 
usurped,  and  all  the  arbitrary  power  exer- 
cised by  a  Charles  or  a  James. 

These  principles  I  will  resist,  adopt  or 
countenance  them  who  will.    I  will  resist 
them  not  more  from  regard  to  liberty, 
than  from  love  to  my  sovereign  and  his  fa- 
mily.   They  are  poisonous  principles,  and 
they  are  infectious.    If  it  were  possible  to 
deceive  even  the  elect  family— to  impose 
upon  a  prince  of  that  House  chosen  to 
maintain  our  liberties,  it  could  only  be 
done  by  principles  found  in  the  mouths  of 
the  professed  friends  of  liberty,  who  have 
got  access  to  the  royal  ear  by  such  profes- 
sions.   The  safety  of  the  crown,  as  well 
as  the  security  of  the  subject,  requires  us 
to  shut  up  every  avenue  that  could  lead  to 
tyranny :  and  he  who  would  unbar  those 
gates  which  exclude  it,  is  not,  in  hirheart, 
far  from  the  lust  of  it.    I  wiU  suspect  no 
man  without  a  cause :  but  I  will  trust  no 
man  with  what  the  constitution  has  not 
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made  &  trust ;  with  any  power  that  must  1  imposiog  for  that  end  a  fine  of  4001.  and 


do  a  general  miBchief;  though,  in  a  parti- 
cular emergency,  it  might  have  a  chance 
(^  dmng  some  good.    Such  a  power  I 
viD  not  tniBt  in  &e  crown ;  no,  not  for  a 
case  of  neceffiity.    For  as  lord  Falkland, 
while  he  remained  the  advocate  for  liberty, 
md  before  he  listed  in  the  service  of 
King  Charles's  despotism,  said^  speaking 
of  &  sh^money  judges,  and  their  cn- 
minai  opiaion,   *  When  that   necessity, 
vrbidi  thev  would  have  so  absolute  and 
certam,  takes  place,  the  law  of  the  land 
ceaaes;  and  that  of  ^neral  reason  and 
eqoitj,  by  which  particular  laws  at  first 
were  fiained,  returns  to  the  king's  throne 
aotf  government,  where  *  salus  populi'  be- 
cooKs  not  only  '  suprema,'  but  <  sola  lex;' 
at  irhfch,  and  to  which  end,  whosoever  dis- 
peases  with  the  king,  dispenses  with  us, 
to  make  use  of  his  and  one  another's.' 

My  lords;  men  are  but  men.    Unwise 
sod  unsafe  trusts  are  the  surest  inlet  of 
treacherous  and  infamous  breaches  of  trust. 
The  history  of  England  shews  how  quickly 
and  shamefully  heroes  for  liberty  have  be- 
come tods  of  despotism.    But,   to  use 
words  I  have  heard  from*  a  certain  noble 
lord,  when  such  expressions  served  his 
turn, — ^If  we  see  an  arbitrary  and  tvran- 
nicai  disposition  somewhere,  the  caU  for 
watcfafiilness  is  loud.    Danger  knocks  at 
the  gate.    A  tyrannical  subject  wants  but 
a  tyrannical-disposed  master,  to  be  a  mi- 
nister  of  arbitrary  power.    If  such  a  mi- 
nister finds  not  such  a  master,  be  will  be 
the  tyrant  of  his  prince,  as  much  as  of  his 
ieUow  servants  and  fellow  subjects.     I 
should  be  sorrv  to  see  my  sovereign  in 
diains,  even  if  he  were  content  to  wear 
tbem ;  to  see  him  unfortunately  in  chains, 
from  which,  perhaps,  he  could  with  diffi- 
culty €ree  himself,  till  the  person  who  im- 
poied  them  nms  away ;  which  every  good 
subject  would,  in  that  case,  heartily  wish 
m^t  happen,  the  sooner  the  better  for  alL 
Weare  •  nree  people;  and  I  am  forafree 
king. 

1767. 

&9eeic&  £f  Lord  Matufidd  in  the  House 
ef£ords<,  in  the  Cause  between  the  CUy  of 
London  and  the  Dissenters.'^  It  is  proper 
tfie  reader  should  be  apprized,  previous 
to  the  perusal  of  the  following  Speech, 
that  in  1746,  the  corporation  of  London 
madeaby-law,  witha  view,  as  they  alleilged, 
«ffpfociiriiur  fit  and  able  persops  to  aerve 
tike  office  of  sheriff  of  the  nid  coiporation ; 


twenty  marks  upon  every  person  who, 
being  nominated  by  the  ford  mayor,  de- 
dinS  standing  the  election  of  the  com- 
mon hall ;  ana  6(XM.  upon  every  one  who^ 
being  elected  by  the  common  hall,  refused 
to  serve  the  office.    Which  fines  they  i^ 

gropriated  to  defira3ring  the  expence  of 
uilding  the  Mansion-house. 

Many  Dissenters  were  nominated  and 
elected  to  the  said  office,  who  were  inca- 
pable of  serving;  it  having  been  enacted 
by  the  Corporation  Act,  ( 13  Car.  2,  stat.  2^ 
c.  1.)  that  no  person  should  be  elected 
into  anv  corporation  offices,  who  had  not 
taken  the  sacrament  in  the  church  of  Eng- 
land within  a  year  preceding  the  time  of 
such  election ;  and  several  of  them  ao* 
cordin^y  paid  their  fines,  to  the  amoant 
of  above  1 5flM.  Some  at  length  refuaed 
to  pay  their  finea,  apprehending  they  could 
not  be  obliged,  by  law,  to  fine  for  not 
aerving  an  <raioe  to  which  they  were,  by 
law,  uneligU>le.  The  city,  therdbre» 
brought  actiona  of  debt  againat  them  in  m 
court  of  their  own,  called  the  Sherifi* 
court,  for  the  recovery  of  those  fines. 
After  many  delaya  the  cauae  came  to  • 
hearing  in  the  caae  of  Allen  Evana,  ew}., 
and  judgment  waa  given  for  the  plaintiff  in 
September  1757.  The  defendant  Evana 
brought  the  cause  before  the  Court  of  Hu8» 
tmgs,  another  city  court,  to  which  an  ^h 
petd  lay;  and  the  judgment  was  there  aC* 
finned  by  the  Recorder  in  the  year  17591 
The  defendant  then,  by  writ  of  error^ 
brought  the  cause  before  the  [court  of 
judges  delegates,  called  the  Court  of  St« 
Martin's :  Sie  delegates  were,  lord  chief 
justice  Willes,  lord  chief  baron  Parker^ 
Mr.  Justice  Foster,  Mr.  Justice  Bathnrst, 
and  Mr.  Justice  Wifanot.  Lord  chief  jus- 
tice WiUes  dying  before  judgment  was 
given,  the  rest  or  the  delegates  delivered 
Uieir  opinions  ieriatim^  July  5, 1762,  and 
unanimously  reveraed  the  judgment  of  the 
Sheri&'  court,  and  Court  of  Hustings.  The 
corporation  then,  by  writof  error,  brought 
the  cause  before  the  House  of  Lords,  wtuea 
all  the  Judges  who  had  not  sat  as  delegates^ 
except  Mr.  Justice  Yates,  who  was  il)^ 
gave  their  opinions  seriatim^  Fejb.  Srd  and 
4th,  1767,  upon  a  question  put  to  them  by 
the  House.  After  which  lord  Mansfielo, 
in  his  place  as  a  peer,  made  the  following 
Speech. 

It  is  proper,  however,  as  an  introduc* 
tion  to  it,  to  prefix  the  question  which  the 
House  of  Lords  put  to  the  Judges ;  as  also 
their  Opinions  upon  it :  a  qudation  whick 
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the  noUe  lord  who  moved  it  hath  worded 
with  such  precisioDy  that  it  is  hardly  possi- 
ble the  poiat  on  whidi  the  cause  turns 
should  be  mistakea  on  any  future  occa« 
sioiL 

January  22,  1767.  Counsel,  according 
to  order,  were  called  in  to  be  iarther  heard 
in  the  cause  upon  a  writ  of  error  brought 
into  this  House,  wherein  the  Chamberlain 
of  Ihe  city  of  London  is  plainti^  and 
Allen  Evans,  es<]>  defendant:  and  the 
counsel  for  the  defendant  having  been 
heard,  as  also  one  counsel  for  the  plaintiff 
by  way  of  reply,  the  counsel  were  Erected 
to  withdraw.  And  it  beitiff  proposed,  that 
the  Judges  be  directed  to  deliver  thc;jr  opi- 
nions upon  the  following  question : 

Q.  Whether,  upon  the  facts  admitted 
by  the  pleadings  in  this  cause,  the  defen- 
dant is  at  liberty,  or  should  be  allowed  to 
object  to  the  vfdidity  of  his  election  on  ap- 
oount  of  his.  not  having  taken  the  sacra- 
ment according;  to  the  rites  of  the  church 
of  England  within  a  year  before,  in  bar  of 
this  action  ? 

The  same  was  agreed  to,  and  the  said 
question  was  accordmglv  put  to  the  Judges* 

Whereupon  the  Judges  desiring  some 
tuae  might  be  allowed  them  for  that  pur- 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  hearing  of 
the  said  cause  be  adjourned  till  Tuesday 
next ;  and  that  the  Judges  do  then  attend 
to  deliver  their  opinions  upon  the  said 
question. 

Jaauaiy  27.  The  order  of  the  day  being 
Dead  for  the  farther  hearing  of  tiie  said 
cause,  the  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House,  that  the  Judges  differed  in  their 
opinions,  and  that  they  desired  that  farther 
tune  might  be  allowed  them  for  giving 
their  opinions  upon  the  said  question. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  hearing  of 
die  said  cause  he  adjourned  to  Ai$  day 
aevennight ;  and  that  the  Judges  do  4h^o 
Uttend  to  deliver  tlieir  opinioDS  upon  the 
aaid  question* 

JPebruary  3.  The  order  of  the  day  beipg 
feed  for  the  &rther  hearing  of  the  said 
jcanse,  And  for  the  Judges  to  deliver  their 
opinions  upon  the  question  proposed  to 
ahem  on  Thursday  Uie  32nd  of  January, 
iheLord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  0ouse, 
ihat  the  Judges  difierea  in  their  opinions ; 
^md  tbereopon  they  were  directed  to 
deliver  their  opinions  seriatim^  ^th  their 


Accordingly,  Mr.  Justice  HewiH^  was 
Aeard,  imd^ve  his  4reasons,  and  concluded 
urith  hi8.(yiniQnya:batiibe«itefa0dant.k 


liberty,  and  should  be  allowed  to  object  to 
the  validity  of  his  election,  on  account  of 
his  not  having;  taken  the  sacrament  ac- 
cording  to  the  rites  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land within  a  year  before,  in  bar  of  thii 
action. 

Mr.  Justice  Aston  heard,  and  was  of 
tl|e  same  opinion,  and  gave  his  reasons. 

Mr.  Baron  PerrM  heard,  and  gave  bit 
reasons,  and  concluded  with  his  opinioo. 
That  the  defendant  is  not  at  liberty,  nor 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  object  to  the  vaU- 
dity  of  his  election  on  account  of  his  not 
having  taken  the  sacrament  according  to 
the  rites  of  the  church  of  Englax^'d  vithia 
a  year  before,  in  bar  of  this  action. 
•  Mr.  Justice  Gould  heard,  and  was  of  the 
same  opinion  as  Mr.  Justice  Aston,  aod 
gave  his  reasons. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideratioQ 
of  the  said  cause  be  adjourned  till  to-mor* 
row ;  and  that  the  Jucu^es  do  then  attend. 

February  4.  The  order  of  the  dav  being 
read  for  the  farther  hearing  of  the  said 
cause,  and  for  the  Judges  to  attend, 

Mr.  Baron  Adanu  was  heard,  and  gave 
his  reasons,  and  concluded  with  his  opi- 
nion, that  the  defendant  is  at  liberty,  &c 

Mr.  Baron  Smythe  heard,  and  was  of  the 
same  opinion,  and  gave  his  reasons. 

Mr.  Justice  Clive  heard,  and  was  of  the 
same  opinion,  and  gave  his  reasons. 

As  soon  as  the  Judges  had  given  their 
opinions,  lord  Mansfield  made  the  foUov- 
ing  Speech: 

l^RD  Mansfibld's  SpEBCHin  the  House 
of  Lords,  in  the  Case  of  the  Chamber- 
lain of  London  against  Allen  EvanS) 
esq. 

My  lords ;  as  I  made  the  motion  for 
taking  the  opinion  of  the  learned  judges, 
and  proposed  the  question  your  lordships 
have  been  pleased  to  put  to  them,  it  ma; 
be  expected  that  I  should  make  some  &r« 
ther  motion,  in  consequenoe  of  the  opiniooi 
they  have  delivered. 

In  moving  for  the  opinion  of  the  Judgei 
I  had  two  views :  the  first  was,  that  tb( 
House  might  have  Ae  benefit  of  theii 
assistance,  in  forming  a  right  judgmeo) 
in  this  cause  now  before  us,  upon  tfaii 
writ  of  error:  the  next  was,  that,  th( 
question  being  fully  discussed,  the  ground 
of  our  judgment,  together  with  their  ex 
ceptiens,  limitations,  and  restrictions 
nught  be  clearly  and  certainly  known,  a 
a  rule  to  be  followed  hereafter  in  all  futuo 
cases  pf  the  like  nature :  and  this  deter 
miMd  me/ipto  the  jawmf  pC  Wfi^ 
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tbe  quesdoo,  <  How  far  ihe  defendant 
m^fy  in  the  present  case,  be  allowed  to 
plead  his  disability  in  bar  of  the  action 
oroagbt  against  htm  V 

The  question,  thus  worded,  shews  the 
point  npon  which  jour  lordships  thought 
this  cause  tamed ;  and  the  answer  neces- 
ttrily  fixes  a  criterion,  under  what  circom- 
itances,  and  by  what  persons,  such  a  disa- 
bitity  marbepleaded,  as  an  exemption  from 
^e  penalty  inflicted  by  this  by-law,  upon 
those  who  decline  taking  upon  Uiem  the  of* 
'ficeofdienSl 

In  every  view  in  which  I  have  been  able 
to  ooDuier  this  matter,  1  think  this  action 
caoDot  be  supported. 

If  Aey  rely  on  the  Corporation  Act— by 
t&efitenl  and  express  provision  of  that  act 
no  person  can  be  elected,  who  hath  not 
vitarn  a  year  taken  tTi.e  sacrament  in  the 
cfaorch  of  England;  the  defendant  hath 
pot  taken  the  sacrament  within  a  year;  he 
is  not  dierefore  elected.    Here  they  fail. 

If  they  eround  it  on  the  general  design 
of  the  legislature  in  passing  the  Corpora- 
tion Act,  tbe  design  was  to  exclude  dis- 
senters from  office,  and  disable  them  from 
serving.  For  in  those  times,  when  a  spirit 
of  mtMerance  prevailed,  and  severe  mea- 
sures were  pursued,  the  dissenters  were 
reputed  and  treated  as  persons  ill  affected 
and  dangerous  to  the  government:  the 
defendant  therefore,  a  dissenter,  and  in 
the  eye  of  this  law  a  person  dangerous  and 
ill  afiected,  is  excluded  from  office,  and 
disabled  from  serving.    Here  they  fail. 

If  they  ground  the  action  on  their  own 
by-law,  since  that  by-law  was  professedly 
made  to  procure  fit  and  able  persons  to 
serve  the  office,  and  the  defendant  is  not 
fit  and  able,  being  expressly  disabled  by 
itatQte  law :  here  too  they  fau. 

If  they  ground  it  on  his  disability  being 
owi22gto  a  neglect  of  taking  the  sacrament 
at  church,  when  he  ought  to  have  done  it ; 
tbe  Toleration  Act  hiding  freed  the  dis- 
lenters  from  all  obliffation  to  take  the  sa- 
crament at  church,  tne  defendant  is  guihy 
of  no  neglect,  no  criminal  neglect,  nere^ 
therefore,  they  fail. 

These  points,  my  lords,  will  appear  dear 
andplain. 

Tne  Corporation  Act,  pleaded  'by  ihe 

defendant  as  rendering  him  unellgible  to 

this  office,  and  incapaUe  tA  taking  it  upon 

him,  was  most  certainly  intended  by  the 

legislature  to  prohibit  the  persons  therein 

described  being  elected  to  any  corporation 

offices,  and  to  disable  them  from  takings 

nch  offices  cqpon  them.    The  act  bad  two 


parts :  ^first,  it  appointed  a  caainnssion  fbr 
turning  out  all  tfiat  weie  tit  that  tine  ki 
offioe,  who  would  not  conifdy  with  what 
was  required  as  die  condition  of  d^ir  coa- 
tinuance  therein,  and  even  gave  a  pomer 
to  turn  them  out,  though  they  should  con- 
ply:  and  then  it  farther  enacted,  that 
from  the  termination  of  that  commission  no 
person  hereafler,  who  had  not  taken  die 
sacrament  according  to  the  riles  c^  the 
church  of  England  within  one  year  pre* 
ceding  the  time  of  such  election,  ahould 
be  placed,  chosen,  or  elected,  into  any 
office  of  or  bdon^g  to  the  government 
of  any  corporation :  and  this  was  done,  aa 
it  was  expressly  declared  in  Ihe  preamble 
to  the  act,  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  sue* 
cenion  in  corporations  in  tbe  hands  of  per* 
sons  well  affected  to  the  government  in 
church  and  state* 

It  was  not  their  design,  as  hath  been 
said  [by  Mr.  Baron  Perrott],  <  tQ  bving  ^ 
such  persons  into  corporations,  by  indue-  ' 
ing  tiiem  to  take  the  sacrament  in  Ihe 
church  of  England  f  the  legislature  did 
not  mean  to  tempt  persons,  who  were  ill 
afiected  to  the  government,  occasionally  to 
conform :  it  was  not,  I  say,  their  design 
to  bring  them  in ;  they  could  not  trust 
them,  lest  they  should  use  the  power  of 
their  offices  to  distress  and  annoy  Ihe  state. 
And  the  reason  is  alledged  in  tbe  act  it- 
self; it  was  because  there  were*  evil  spirits' 
amongst  them ;  and  they  were  afraid  of 
evil  spirits,  and  determmed  to  k^  them 
out :  and  therefore  they  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  electors  to  choose  such  persons, 
and  out  of  their  power  to  serve ;  and  ac- 
cordingly prescribed  a  mark  or  chaancter, 
laid  down  a  description  whereby  they 
should  be  known  and  distinsuished  by 
their  conduct  previous  to  such  dection  ; 
instead  of  appointing  a  condition  of  their 
serving  the  office,  resulting  from  their 
future  conduct,  or  some  consequent  action 
to  be  performed  by  them ;  they  declared 
such  persons  incapable  of  being  chosen, 
as  had  not  taken  the  sacrament  in  the 
church  within  a  year  before  such  election ; 
and  without  tibis  mark  of  their  aftctioii 
to  the  church,  they  could  not  be  in  oflke, 
and  there  could  be  no  election. 

But  as  the  law  then  stood,  no  man  codd 
have  pleaded  this  disabpity,  resulting  from 
the  Corporation  Act,'in  bar  of  such  an  ac« 
tion  as  is  now  brought  affainst  the  defeni^  . 
dant ;  becanse  tiiis  disabiuty  was  owing  to 
what  was  then  in  the  eye  of  the'  law  a 
crime ;  every  man  being  reouired  by  the 
canon  laW|  received  and  connnned  by  ita* 
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tote  lasr,  to  take  the  sacrament  in  the 
church  at  least  once  a  year :  the  law  would 
not  permit  a  man  to  say,  that  he  had  not 
taken  the  sacrament  in  the  church  of  Eng- 
land; and  he  could  not  be  allowed  to 
plead  it  in  bar  of  any  action  brought  against 
liim* 

But  the  case  is  quite  altered  since  the 
Act  of  Toleration :  it  is  now  no  crime  for  a 
man,  who  is  within  the  description  of  that 
act,  to  say  he  is  a  dissenter ;  nor  is  it  any 
crime  for  him  not  to  take  the  sacrament 
acovding  to  the  rites  of  the  church  of 
England:  nay,  the  crime  is,  if  he  does  it 
contrary  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience. 

If  it  is  a  crime  not  to  take  the  sacrament 
at  church,  it  qiust  be  a  crime  by  some 
law;  which  must  be  either  common  or 
■tatute  law,  the  canon  law  inforcme  it 
depending  wholly  upon  the  statute  Uw« 
Vow  the  statute  law  is  repealed  as  to  per- 
sons capable  of  pleading  that  they  are  so 
and  so  qualified ;  and  therefore  the  canon 
law  is  repealed  with  regard  to  those  per- 
tons.  It  it  is  a  crime  by  conunon  law,  it 
must  be  so  either  by  usage  or  principle* 
There  is  no  usage  or  custom,  mdependent 
pf  positive  law,  which  makes  nonconfor* 
mity  a  crime.  The  eternal  principles  of 
natural  religion  are  part  of  the  common 
law :  the  essential  principles  of  revealed 
religionarepartof  the  common  law;  so 
that  any  person  revilins,  subverting,  or 
ridiculing  them,  may  be  prosecutra  at 
common  law.  But  it  cannot  be  shewn 
from  the  principles  of  natural  or  revealed 
religion,  tnat,  independent  of  positive  law, 
temporal  punishments  ought  to  be  inflicted 
for  mere  opmions  with  reqpect  to  particular 
modes  of  worship. 

Persecution  for  a  sincere,  though  erro- 
neous, conscience,  is  not  to  be. deduced 
from  reason  or  the  fitness  of  things ;  it  can 
only  stand  upon  positive  kw. 

It  hath  been  said  [by  Mr.  Baron  Per- 
rott,]  that  <  the  Toleration  Act  only 
amounts  to  an  exemption  of  Protestant 
Dissenters  from  the  penalties  of  ^certain 
laws  therein  particularly  mentioned,  and 
to  nothing  more ;  that  if  it  had  been  in- 
tended to  bear,  and  to  have  any  operation 
upon  the  Corporation  Act,  the  Corpora- 
tion Act  ought  to  have  been  mentioned 
therein ;  and  there  ought  to  have  been 
some  enacting  clause,  exempting  Dis- 
ienters  from  prosecution  in  consequence 
ti£  this  Act,  and  enabling  them  to  plead 
their  not  having  received  the  sacrament 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  church  of 
En^bmdi  in  bar  of  sudi  action.'    But  this 


is  much  too  limited  and  narrow  a  concq)- 
tion  of  the  Toleration  Act ;  which  amouou 
consequentially  to  a  great  deal  more  than 
this ;  and  it  hath  consequendally  an 
influence  and  operation  upon  the  Corpora- 
tion  Act  in  particular.  The  Toleration 
Act  renders  tiiat  which  was  illegal  before, 
now  legal ;  the  Dissenters*  way  of  wor- 
ship is  permitted  and  allowed  by  this  act; 
it  is  not  only  exempted  from  punishment, 
but  rendered  innocent  and  lawful ;  it  v 
established ;  it  is  put  under  the  protection, 
and  is  not  merely  under  the  connhrance, 
of  the  law.  In  case  those  who  are  ap- 
pointed bj  law  to  register  dissenting  placei 
of  worship,  refuse  on  any  pretence  to  do 
it,  we  must,  upon  application,  send  a  man* 
damns  to  compel  th^m. 

Now  there  cannot  be  a  plainer  positiooi 
than  that  the  law  protects  nothing,  in  that 
serj  respect  in  wnich  it  is  in  the  eye  of 
the  law,  at  the  same  time,  a  crime.  Dis- 
senters, within  the  description  of  the  To* 
leration  Act,  are  restorea  to  a  1^  coo' 
sideration  and  capacity  ;  and  an  huodrsd 
consequences  wul  from  thence  follow, 
which  are  not  mentioned  in  the  Act  Foi 
instance,  previous  to  the  Toleration  Act, 
it  was  unlawful  to  devise  any  legacy  foj 
the  support  of  dissenting  oon^egation^ 
or  for  the  benefit  of  oissenUng  minis 
ters ;  for  die  law  knew  no  such  asscm 
blies,  and  no.such  persons ;  and  such  a  de 
vise  was  absolutely  void,  being  left  to  win 
the  law  called  superstitious  purposes.  Bai 
will  it  be  said  in  any  court  in  En^and 
that  such  a  device  is  not  a  good  and  Talij 
one  now  ?  And  yet  there  is  nothing  w 
of  this  in  the  Toleration  Act  By  tlu 
act  the  Dissenters  are  freed,  not  only  froi 
the  pains  and  penalties  of  the  laws  therei 
particularly  specified,  but  from  all  ecck 
siastical  censures,  and  from  all  penalty  an 
punishment  whatsoever  on  account  of  th^ 
nonconformity ;  which  is  allowed  and  prd 
tected  by  this  act,  and  is  therefore  in  tli 
eye  of  the  law  no  longer  a  crime.  N^ 
it  the  defendant  may  say  he  is  a  Di 
senter;  if  the  law  doth  not  stop  his  mouti 
if  he  may  declare,  that  he  hath  not  take 
the  sacrament  accarding  to  the  rites  of  tl 
church  of  England  without  being  conj 
dered  as  criminal ;  if,  I  say,  his  mouth 
not  stopped  by  the  law,  he  may  then  plei 
his  not  naving  taken  the  sacrament  accor 
ing  to  the  rites  of  the  church  of  Englao 
in  bar  of  this  action.  It  is  such  a  disabOi 
as  doth  not  leave  him  liable  to  any  actiq 
or  to  any  penal^  or  punishment 
soever* 


Sf  I  j      letween  the  €%  of  London  and  ike 

It  iBy  indeed,  said  (by  Mr.  Baron  Per- 
rott]  to  be  *  a  maxim  m  law,  that  a  man 
ihiil  not  be  allowed  to  disable  himself.' 
But  when  this  maxim  is  applied  to  the 
present  caae,  it  is  laid  down  m  too  large  a 
lense ;  I  aay,  when  it  is  extended  to  com- 
pieheod  a  I^gal  disability,  it  is  taken  in 
too  great  a  latitude.  What !  shall  not  a 
man  be  allowed  to  plead,  that  he  is  not  fit 
and  able  ?  These  words  are  inserted  in  the 
by-law,  as  the  ground  of  making  it ;  and 
in  the  plaintiff's  declaration,  as  the  ground 
of  bis  Bedim  against  the  defendant :  it  Is 
alleged,  that  the  defendant  was  fit  and  able, 
and  diit  he  refused  to  serve,  not  having  a 
TeaMiaaUe  excuse.  It  is  certain,  and  it  is 
henby  in  efiect  admitted,  that  if  he  is  not 
fit  sod  able,  and  that  if  he  hath  a  reason- 
able excuse,  he  may  plead  it  in  bar  of 
tlm  action.  Surely  he  might  plead,  that 
lie  was  not  worth  15,000/.  provided  that 
WIS  really  the  case,  as  a  circumstance  that 
would  render  bim  not  fit  and  able.  And 
if  the  law  allows  him  to  say,  that  he  hath 
not  taken  the  sacrament  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  Church  of  England,  being 
within  the  description  of  the  Toleration 
Act ;  he  may  nleaid  that  likewise,  to  shew 
that  he  is  not  nt  and  able :  it  is  a  reMon- 
flble,  it  ia  a  lawful  excuse. 

My  lords,  the  meaning  of  this  maxim, 
'  That  a  man  shall  not  &able  himself,*  is 
solely  this,  that  a  man  shall  not  disable 
faiouelf  by  his  ewn  wilful  crime :  and  such 
a  disabOity  the  law  will  not  allow  him  to 
plead*  If  a  man  contracts  to  sell  an 
estate  to  any  person  upon  certain  terms  at 
SQch  a  time,  and  in  the  mean  time  he  sells 
k  to  another ;  he  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
tay,  Sir,  I  cannot  fulfil  my  contract ;  it  is 
OQt  of  my  power ;  I  have  sold  my  estate 
to  soother.  Such  a  plea  would  be  no  bar 
to  an  action,  because  the  act  of  his  selling 
it  to  another  is  the  very  breach  of 
CQotraet.  So  likewise  a  man,  who  hath 
promised  marriage  to  one  lady,  and  after- 
vards  marries  another,  cannot  plead  in  bar 
of  a  prosecution  from  the  first  lady,  that. 
he  is  already  married;  because  his  marry- 
ing the  second  lady  is  the  very  breach  of 
promise  to  the  first.  A  man  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  plead,  that  he  was  drunk,  in 
bar  of  a  criminal  prosecution,  though, 
perhaps,  he  was  at  the  time  as  incapable 
of  the  exercise  of  reason  as  if  he  had  been 
insane;  because  his  dnuikenness  was 
itself  a  crime:  he  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
txcuse  one  crime  by  another.  The  Ro- 
tnan  soldier,  who  cut  off  his  thumbs,  was 
Qot  suffered  to  plead  his  disability  for  the 
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service,  to  procure  hb  dismission  with  im- 
punity; because  his  incapacity  was  de* 
sif^ediy  brought  upon  him  by  his  own 
wilful  fault.  And  I'am'glad  to  dbserve  so 
good  an  agreement  among  the  Judges  upon 
this  point,  who  have  stated  it  with  great 
precision  and  clearness. 

When  it  was  said,  therefore,  that  '  a 
man  cannot  plead  his  crime,  in  excuse  for 
not  doing  what  he  is  by  law  required  to 
do ;'  it  only  amounts  to  this,  that  he  can* 
not  plead  in  excuse  what,  when  pleaded^ 
is  no  excuse :  but  there  is  not  in  this  the 
shadow  of  an  objection  to  his  pleading 
what  is  an  excuse,  pleading  a  legal  dis- 
qualification. If  he  18  nominated  to  be  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  he  may  sav,  I  cannot 
be  a  justice  of  peace,  for  I  have  not  a 
hundred  pounds  a  year.  In  like  manner^ 
a  Dissenter  may  plead,  I  have  not  quali^ 
fied,  and  I  cannot  qualify,  and  am  noi 
obliged  to  qualify ;  and  you  have  no  righl 
to  fine  me  for  not  serving. 

It  has  been  said,  that  *  the  king  hath  a 
right  to  the  service  of  all  his  subjects.* 
And  this  assertion  is  very  true,  provided 
it  be  properly  qualified.  For  surelv, 
against  the  operation  of  this  general  rigos 
in  particular  cases,  a  man  may  plead  a  na- 
tuial  or  civil  disability.  May  not  a  raait> 
plead,  that  he  was  upon  the  high  seasf 
Maj  not  idiocy  or  lunacy  be  pleaded  i 
which  are  natural  disabilities :  or  a  judg- 
ment of  a  court  of  law?  and  much  more, 
apudgment  of  parliament  ?  which  are  civil 
disabuities. 

It  hath  been  said  to  be  *  a  maxim,  that 
no  man  can  plead  his  being  a  lunatic,  to 
avoid  a  deed  executed,  or  excuse  an  adt 
done,  at  that  time ;  because,'  it  is  said, 
*  if  he  was  a  lunatic,  he  could  not  remem* 
ber  any  action  he  did  during  the  period  of 
his  insanity.'  And  this  was  doctrine  for- 
merly laid  down  by  some  judges ;  but  1 
am  glad  to  find,  that  of  late  it  nath  been 
generally  exploded;  for  the  reason  as- 
signed for  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  wholly  in- 
sufficient to  support  it ;  because,  though 
he  could  not  remember  what  passed  dur- 
ing his  insanity,  yet  he  might  justly  say, 
if  ne  ever  executed  such  a  deed,  or  did 
such  an  action,  it  must  have  been  during 
his  confinement  or  lunacy ;  for  he  did  not 
do  it  either  before  or  since  that  time. 

As  to  the  case,  in  which  a  man's  plea  of 
insanity  was  actually  set  aside ;  it  was  no- 
thing more  than  this :  it  was  when  they 
E leaded  ore  tenusi  the  man  pleaded,  that 
e  was  at  the  time  out  of  his  senses.  It 
was  replied}  how  do  yeu  knQw  that  you 
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through  no  crime  or  fault  of  his  own; 
say,  he  is  disable^  by  act  of  parli 
without  the  concurrence  or  intervent^ 
of  any  fault  or  crime  of  his  own ; 
therefore  he  may  plead  this  disabili^ 
bar  of  the  present  action.  ' 

The  case  of,  *  Atheists  and  IxM4 
(objected  by  Mr.  Baron  Perrott,)  is  of 
of  the  present  question;  they  comeii' 
within  the  descriptidn  of  the  Tolerati 
Act.  And  this  is  the  sole  point  to  be 
quired  into,  in  all  cases  of  the  like  nai 
with  that  of  the  defendant^  who  here  pi 
the  Toleration  Act :  is  the  man  bona 
a  dissenter  within  the  description  of  tU 
Act  i  If  not,  he  cannot  plead  his  disAl 
lity  in  consequence  of  his  not  having  takfl^ 
the  sacrament  in  the  church  of  Engliiiij 
if  he  is,  he  may  lawfully,  and  with 
plead  it,  in  bar  of  such  an  action, 
the  question,  on  which  this  distinctioD 
grounded,  must  be  tried  by  a  jury. 

It  hath  been  said  (by  Mr.  Baron 
rott)  that  <  thisbeing  a  matter  between 
and  man's  own  conscience,  it  cannot  o 
under  the  cognizance  of  a  jury.' 
certainly  it  may.  And  though  God  ali 
is  the  absolute  judge  of  a  man's  religii 
profession,  and  of  his  conscience,  ; 
there  are  some  marks  even  of  sincerii 
among  which  there  is  none  more  cei 
than  consistency.  Surely  a  man's  sm 
rity  may  be  judged  of  by  overt  acts:  il 
a  just  and  excellent  maxim,  which  * 
hold  good  in  this  as  in  all  other  cases,  * 
their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them.'  Do 
—I  do  not  say  go  to  meeting  noff  i 
then — but  do  they  frequent  the  meett 
house  ?  Do  they  join  generally  wd  ^1 
tedly  in  divine  worship  with  dissentii 
congregations  ?  Whether  they  do  or  vf^ 
may  be  ascertained  by  their  neighboo^ 
and  by  those  who  frequent  the  same  plM* 
of  worship.  In  case  a  man  "hath  occafl*' 
ally  conformed  for  the  sake  of  place* « 
trust  and  profit ;  in  that  case,  I  i«>^ 
a  jury  would  not  hesitate  in  their  vcrdi* 
If  a  man  then  alledges  he  isadisseflWr 
and  claims  the  protection  and  the  ad^w 
vantages  of  the  Toleration  Act,  a  joj 
may  justly  find,  that  he  is  not  a  disseoW 
within  the  description  of  the  Tolentfwj 
Act,  so  for  as  to  render  his  disabflrtf* 
lawful  one :  if  he  takes  the  sBcnuoerit  v^ 
his  interest,  the  jury  may  fairly  conclo^ 
that  his  scruple  of  conscience  is  a  "** 


was  out  of  your  senses  ?  No  man  that  is 
s6,  knows  himself  to  be  so.  And  accord- 
ingly his  plea  was  upon  this  quibble  set 
aside ;  not  because  it  was  not  a  valid  one, 
if  he  was  out  of  his  senses;  but  because 
they  concluded,  he  was  not  out  of  his 
senses.  If  he  had  alledged,  that  he  was  at 
that  time  confined,  being  apprehended  to 
be  out  of  his  senses ;  no  advantage  could 
have  been  taken  of  his  manner  of  express- 
ing himself;  and  his  plea  must  have  been 
allowed  to  be  good. 

As  to  Larwood's  case ;  he  was  not  al- 
lowed the  benefit  of  the  Toleration  Act, 
because  he  did  not  plead  it.  If  he  had  in- 
sisted on  his  right  to  the  benefit  of  it  in 
his  plea,  the  judgment  must  have  been  dif- 
ferent. His  inserting  it  in  his  replication 
was  not  allowed)  not  because  it  was  not 
an  allegation  that  would  have  excused 
him,  if  it  had  been  originally  taken  notice 
of  in  his  plea,  but  because  its  being  only 
mentioned  afterwards  was  a  departure  from 
hiB  plea. 

In  the  case  of  the  mayor  of  Guilford, 
the  Toleration  Act  was  pleaded,  the  plea 
was  allowed  good,  the  disability  being  es- 
teemed a  lawful  one,  and  the  judgment 
was  right. 

And  here  the  defendant  hath  likewise 
insisted  on  his  right  to  the  benefit  of  the 
Toleration  Act  in  his  plea ;  he  saith  he  is 
hon^  fde  a  Dissenter,  within  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  Toleration  Act ;  that  he  hath 
taken  the  oaths,  and  subscribed  the  decla- 
ration required  by  that  act,  to  shew  that 
he  is  not  a  Popish  recusant ;  that  he  hath 
never  received  the  sacrament  according  to 
the  rites  of  the  Church  of  Etigland,  and 
that  he  cannot  in  conscience  do  it ;  and 
that  for  more  than  50  years  past  he  hath 
not  been  present  at  church  at  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  established  worship;  but  hath 
constantly  received  the  sacrament,  and 
Attended  divine  service,  among  the  Pro- 
testant Dissenters.  And  these  facts  are 
not  denied  by  the  plaintiff;  though  they 
might  easily  have  been  traversed,  and  it 
was  incumbent  upon  them  to  have  done 
it,  if  they  had  not  known  they  should  cer- 
tainly fail  in  it.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
therefore^  that  the  defendant  is  a  Dis- 
senter, an  honest  conscientious  Dissenter ; 
and  no  conscientious  Dissenter  can  take 
the  sacrament  at  church  ;  the  defendant 
saith  he  cannot  do  it,  and  he  is  not  obliged 
to  do  it.  And  as  this  is  tlie  case,  as  the 
law  allows  him  to  say  this,  as  it  hath  not 
stopped  his  mouth,  the  plea  which  he 
Biokes  is  a  lawful  plea,  his  oisability  being 


pretence  when  set  up  to  avoid  a  b""*^' 
The  defendant  in  the  present  <»»* 


pleads,   that  he  is  a  dissenter  '^'^j?  l[ 
description  of  the  Toleration  Act;  tw»»" 
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hath  DOt  takaa  the  sacrament  in  the  oharch 
of  England  within  one  year  preceding  the 
time  oi'his  supposed  election,  nor  ever  in 
lus  whole  life ;  and  that  he  cannot  in  con* 
science  do  it. 

Conscience  is  not  controlable  by  human 
Iiws,  nor  amenable  to  human  tribunals. 
Fersecution»  or  attempts  to  ^orce  consci- 
ence, will  neyer  produce  conviction ;  and 
are  only  calculated  to  make  hypocrites,  or 
martyrs. 

My  kids,  there  never  was  a  single  in« 
stance  €rom  the  Saxon  times  down  to  our 
own,  io  which  a  man  was  ever  punished 
for  emxieoua  opinions  concerning  rites  or 
model  of  worship,  but  upon  some  positive 
Isv;   The  common  law  of  England,  which 
ji  aoJy  Gonmion  reason  or  usage,  knows  of 
no  prosecution  for  mere   opinions:    for 
sliieism,    blasphemy,    and    reviling   the 
Cbristian  religion,  there  have  been  in- 
stances of  persons  prosecuted  and  punished 
upon  the  common  law ;  but  bare  non-con- 
formity is  no  sin  bj  the  common  law:  apdall 
padtive  laws  inflicting  any  pains  or  penal- 
ties for  non-conformity  to  the  established 
rites  and  modes,  are  repealed  by  the  Act 
of  Toleration ;  and  dissenters  are  thereby 
exempted  from  all  ecclesiastical  censures. 
What  bloodshed  and  confusion   have 
been  occasioned  from  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Fourth,  when  the  first  penal  statutes 
were  enacted,  down  to  the  Ilevolution  in 
this  kingdom,  by  laws  made  to  force  con- 
sdeoce !     There  is  nothing  certainly  more 
uoreasonable,  more  inconsistent  with  the 
rights  of  human  nature,  more  contrary  to 
the  spirit  and  precepts  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion, more  iniquitous  and  unjust,  more 
impolitic,  than  persecution.     It  is  against 
Bstural   religion,  revealed  religion,   and 
Boand  policy. 

Sad  experience,  and  a  large  mind,  taught 
tiy  great  man,  the  president  De  Thou, 
thU  doctrine :  let  any  man  read  the  many 
admirable  things  which,  though  a  Papist, 
he  hath  dared  to  advance  upon  the  sub- 
ject, in  the  dedication  of  his  history  to 
Harry  the  Fourth  of  France,  which  I  ne- 
ver read  without  rapture ;  and  he  will  be 
fully  convinced,  not  only  how  cruel,  buf 
how  impolitic,  it  is  to  persecute  for  reli- 
gious opinions,  I  ara  sorry,  th^t  of  late 
his  countrymen  have  begun  to  open  their 
eyes,  see  their  error,  and  adopt  his  senti- 
ments ;  I  should  not  have  broke  my  heart, 
SI  hope  I  ma^  say  so  without  breach  of 
ihristian  charity),  if  France  had  cooti- 
Aued  to  cherish  the  Jesuits,  and  to  perse- 
cute the  Huguenots.    There  was  no  occa- 


sion  to  revoke  the  edict  of  Nants ;  the  Je- 
suits needed  only  to  have  advised  a  plan 
similar  to  what  is  contended  for  in  the 
present  case :  make  a  law  to  render  them 
mcapable  of  office ;  make  another,  to  pu- 
nish them  for  not  serving.  If  they  accept, 
Eunish  them  (for  it  is  admitted  on  all 
ands,  that  the  defendant  in  the  cause  be- 
fore your  lordships  is  prosecutable  for 
taking  the  office  upon  him) :  if  they  ac- 
cept, punish  them;  if  they  refuse,  punish 
them;  if  they  say  Yes,  punish  them;  if 
they  say  No,  punuh  them. 

My  lords,  this  is  a  most  exquisite  di- 
lemma, from  which  there  is  no  escaping ; 
it  is  a  trap  a  man  cannot  get  out  of;  it  is 
as  bad  persecution  as  that  of  Procrustes :  if 
they  are  too  short,  stretch  them ;  if  they 
are  too  long,  lop  them.  Small  would  have 
been  their  consolation  to  have  been  gravely 
told,  the  edict  of  Nants  is  kept  inviolable: 
you  have  the  full  benefit  of  that  Act  of 
Toleration ;  you  may  take  the  sacrament 
in  your  own  way  with  impunity :  you  are 
not  compelled  to  eo  to  mass. 

Was  this  case  but  told  in  the  city  of 
London  as  of  a  proceeding  in  France,  how 
would  they  exclaim  against  the  Jesuitical 
distinction !  and  yet  in  truth  it  comes  from 
themselves :  tlie  Jesuits  never  thought  of 
it :  when  they  meant  to  persecute,  their 
Act  of  Toleration,  the  edict  of  Nants,  was 
repealed. 

This  by-law,  by  which  the  dissenters 
are  to  be  reduced  to  this  wretched  dilem- 
ma, is  a  by-law  of  the  city,  a  local  corpo- 
ration, contrary  to  an  act  qf  parliament, 
which  is  the  law  of  the  land;  a  modern 
by-law,  of  very  modern  date,  made  long 
since  the  Corporation  Act,  long  since  the 
Toleration  Act,  in  the  face  of  them;  for 
they  knew  these  laws  were  in  being.  It 
was  made  in  some  year  of  the  reign  of  the 
late  king :  I  forget  which  ;  but  it  was  made 
about  the  time  of  building  the  Mansion- 
house.  Now  if  it  could  be  supposed  the 
city  have  a  power  of  making  such  a  by* 
law,  it  would  entirely  subvert  the  Tolera- 
tion Act,  the  design  of  which  was  to  ex- 
empt the  dissenters  from  all  penalties ;  for 
by  such  a  by-law  they  have  it  in  their 
power  to  make  every  dissenter  pay  a  finp 
of  600^.,  or  auy  sum  they  please;  for  it 
amounts  to  that* 

The  professed  design  of  making  this  by- 
law, was  to  get  fit  and  able  persons  to  serve 
the  office :  and  the  plaintiff  sets  forth  in 
his  declaration,  that  if  'the  dissenters  are 
excluded,  they  shall  want  fit  and  able  per- 
sons to  serve  the  office.    But  were  I  to 
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deliver  my  own  sospicion,  iC  would  be,  that  i  doced  to  judf-paj,  the  amount  whereof  is 
they  did  not  so  much  wish  for  their  ser-  bo  hx  from  bang  adequate  to  their  litoa- 
vices,  as  for  their  fines.  Dissenters  have  |  tioo  as  officers,  tmit  it  wiH  not  supj^y  them, 
been  appointed  to  thi3  office,  one  who  was  ;  ereo  singly,  with  the  common  neoesrariet 
blind,  another  who  was  bedridden ;  not,  I  j  of  life;  and  many  of  them  bemg  chamd 
suppose,  on  account  of  their  being  fit  and  j  with  fimiilies,  are  particularly  labouno^ 
able  to  serre  the  office.  No;  they  were  under  the  most  mortifying  distresses;  and 
disabled  both  by  nature  and  1^  law. 

We  had  a  case  lately  in  the  courts  be- 
low, of  a  person  chosen  mayor  of  a  cor]io- 
ration,  while  he  was  beyond  the  seas,  with 
bis  Majesty's  troops  in  America;  and 
they  knew  him  to  be  so.  Did  they  want 
him  to  serve  the  office  I  No ;'  it  was  im- 
possible. But  they  had  a  mind  to  continue 
the  former  mayor  a  year  longer,  and  to 
have  a  pretence  for  setting  aside  him  who 
was  now  choseo,  on  all  mture  occasions, 
as  having  been  elected  before. 

In  the  cause  before  your  lordships,  the 
defendant  was  by  law  incapable  at  the 
time  of  his  pretended  election:  and  it  is 
my  finn  persuasion,  that  he  was  chosen 
because  he  was  incapable.  If  he  had  been 
capable,   he  had  not  been  chosen ;  for 


therefore  beseeching  the  House  to  take 
the  same  mto  consideratioo,  and  grant 
them  such  relief  as  to  the  House  should 
seem  meet: 

Captain  Harvey  stood  up  and  said ; 

The  paper  which  I  riiaU  ask  lca?f 
to  present  to  this  House,  is  on  a  subject, 
that,  in  my  opinion,  should  have  been  one 
of  our  earliest  cares ;  and  whidi,  if  I  had 
not  received  repeated  assurances  of  itt 
coming  before  you  in  a  very  diffisrentmafl- 
ner,  with  all  that  weight,  dignity,  and  au- 
thority, I  must  wish  to  see  it  accompanied 
with,!  should  have  much  earlier  desired 
to  have  laid  before  you ;  but  as  I  have  lost 
all  hopes  of  that  sort,  I  cannot  help  im- 
ploring the  serious  attention  of  this  House 


they  did  |iot  want  him  to  serve  the  office,    for  a  few  moments,  to  what  I  think  mf 
They  chose  him,  because,  without  a  breach    self  obliged,  from  every  sense  of  feeliog. 


of  the  law  and  an  usurpation  on  the  crown, 
be  could  not  serve  the  office.  They  chose 
him,  that  he  might  fall  under  the  penalty 
of  their  by-law  made  to  serve  a  particular 
purpose :  in  opposition  to  which,  and  to 
avoid  the  fine  thereby  imposed,  he  hath 
pleaded  a  legal  disability  grounded  on  two 
acts  of  parliament.  As  I  am  of  opinion 
that  his  plea  is  good,  I  conclude  with  mov- 
ing your  lordships.  That  the  Judgment  be 
affirmed. 


for  my  king,  my  country,  and  the  ser?ice 
I  have  the  honour  to  belong  to,  to  recom- 
mend to  your  compassion  as  wdl  as  to 
your  justice. 

I  am  sorry.  Sir,  this  has  not  an  abler 
conductor;  I  flatter  myself  it  will  not 
want  abler  supporters :  but  as  the  cause  I 
am  now  engaged  in  neither  requires  art  to 
represent  its  situation,  nor  eloquence  to 
enforce  its  equity,  I  shall  be  the  less  anxious 
on  that  head.  I  know  it  carries  with  it 
Tk«  T.«ii^.^««*  »..  ;.M».^:«»^«^  .p  the  good  wishes  of  every  man  that  I  ever 
i;«Zr  ^"^^^^  I^.^^'°'^^^l  ^'    conversed  with  upon  the  subject  withoot 

iTfoUo'rn;T;;d!!^  ^^  ^^  "^"^  ""    S^"^  ^  «SL«  to  ho,i  it  earned 
the  foUowmg  words :  ^,^^  .^  ^^  ^^  ^,^^^  ^^  J^^  .^ „^  all, 

«  It  is  ordered  and  adjudged  by  the  his  Majesty *s  ministers;    and  I  ^^^^ 

Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament  satisfaction  of  knowing  it  had  the  gtxKi 

assembled,  that  the  Judgment  given  by  wishes  of  that  great  and  brave  adniirV| 

the  commissioners  delegates  appointed  to  whom  his  Majesty  has  placed  at  the  b^ 

hear  the  errors  in  a  judgment  given  in  of  that  service  which  is  so  much  interested 

the  Sherifis'  court,  London,  and  affirmed 
by  the  Court  of  Hustings,  reversing  the 
judgment  of  the  Sheriff's  court  and  Court 
of  Hustings,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
affirmed;  and  that  the  record  be  remitted.'^ 

Captain  Heroejfz  Speech  in  the  House 
^Commons  on^  presenting  a  Petition  of  the 
Lieutenants  of  the  Navy^  A  Petition  of 
^he  Lieutenants  of  h!s  Majesty's  Navy 
being  presented  to  the  House,  setting 
forth,  amonff  other  things.  That  great 
Bumberg  of  too  potitiooeiv  boiiig  now  re- 


in the  success  of  the  Petition,  I  beg  leave 
to  open  to  you,  and  lay  before  yoa. 

Sir,  in  the  success  of  this  motion,  m  my 
poor  opinion,  is  comprehended  tbeverjr 
existence  of  as  useful  a  body  of  men  tf 
any  this  country  has;  in  whom,  i"''*^ 
time,  is  lodged  the  honour  and  safety  oi 
these  kingdoms :  by  whom  the  honour  ano 
safety  of  these  kingdoms  have  been  ottcB 
preservied;  and  wiuioutwhom,  "  lorr 
Deneficial  services,  nor  the  great  g7 
this  country  baa  reaped,  could  have  ve9» 
obtained. 


389j    .     PMMofi  rfthe  li^iaenam^i  qffhe  Navy, 

After  this  tecriplioD,  I  should  scarce 
think  it  necessary  to  tell  gentlemen,  that 
I  mean  the  Lieutenants  of  his  Majesty's 
rojal  navy,  without  whose  watchftil  care, 
eooatant  hd>our,  and  intrepid  conduct,  the 
ttet  could  not  have  provra  itself,  as  it  has 
toe,  the  true  defence  and  support  of  this 
country ;  and  yet  this  very  hody  of  men, 
oa  whom>lone  our  fleet  must  depend,  with- 
out whom  we  could  have  no  feet,  at  least 
no  acthe  fleet,  are  now  starving  (for  the 
major  p«t  uf  them,  those  that  are  on  half 
pay)  for  want  of  substBtence,  hiding  them* 
selves,  IB  the  most  remote  comers  of 
die  oDoatry ;  some  for  fear  of  jiuls,  which 
dieir  necessities  and  their  misfortunes, 
aot  tbeir  extravagances  nor  their  faults, 
liave  reduced  them  to  be  afraid  oii  others 
coittde  their  wants  from  the  world,  being 
ttfasmed  to  appear  where  they  cannot 
lupportthat  ^aracter,  which  their  long 
services,  great  merits,  and  delicate  sense 
of  honour,  liad  justly  entitled  them  to. 
These,  Sir,  in  a  few  years,  mus^be  all  lost 
to  this  country ;  already  but  too  many  of 
them  have  been  obliged  to  seek,  with  their 
fiuniiies,  asettlement  m  America,  Many  are 
reduced  to  ^  even  as  second  mates,  in  mer* 
chant  ships,  to  the  most  distant  countries, 
where  the  merits  of  an  English  ofScer  are 
too  wril  known  for  them  not  to  meet  with 
every  allurement  and  seducement  for  their 
remaining  and  consequently  for  their  leav- 
ing this  country.  Others  have  fixed  them- 
selves in  trades,  to  endeavour  to  maintain 
their  numerous  fhmilies;  and  these  must 
abo  be  all  lost  to  the  service,  on  any  emer* 
fency  or  sudden  call  for  them. 

I  have  no  occasion  to  remind  gentlemen 
when  this  Jialf-pay  was  first  established, 
&or  has  the  House  time,  at  present,  to  lei 
ise  enter  into  a  comparison  of  that  with 
the  present  time.    The  bi^h  price  of  every 
neoeamry  of  life  will  sufiiciently  make  that 
&ft  by  every  one ;  but  I  must  beg  leave  to 
appeal  to  gentlemen's  attention  and  huma- 
nity:   what  an  insignificant,  insufficient, 
totally  inadequate  pittance,  is  two  shillings 
a  day  for  an  officer  who  bears  the  Kin^s 
commission  to  subsist  upon  ?     Is  there  a 
footman,  is  there  a  stable  boy  in  any  gen- 
tleman's family,  who,  from  one  considera* 
tion  or  other,  has  not  more  to  maintain 
himself?     Sir,  it  is  too  melancholy  a  scene 
to  dwell  upon.    I  could  lay  berore  you 
many  distressing  scenes,  but  I  will  not 
take  up  your  time,  as  business  of  such  great 
consequence    is    now   coming  on :    but, 
Sir,  I  beUeve  scenes  of  the  distresses  that 
Are  sufered  by  diese  brave,  deserving  offi- 
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eers,  are  too  frequent  in  every  county  of 
England,  not  to  he  known  to  every  gentle* 
man  present,  and  make  it  evident,  how  no* 
oessary  it  is  to  five  them  some  immediate 
and  effectual  relief. 

Sir,  it  was  insinuated  the  other  day^ 
when  1  gave  notice  of  this  motion,  that  it 
would  open  a  door  to  more  representations^ 
more  claims  and  solicitations  of  this  kind  a 
that  there  would  be  more  applications^ 
and  that  this  might  be  of  bad  consequence^ 
In  the  name  of  God,  Sir,  are  these  reasons 
founded  on  equity,  compassion,  or  princi- 
ples of  justice  I  Are  such  as  these  to  in^ 
validate  what  I  have  urged  i  l^all  we  b# 
afiraid  to-day  of  doing  what  we  know  to  be 
an  act  of  justice,  lest  we  i^ould  be  asked 
to  do  another  act  of  jusflce  to  morrow  I 
I  never  heard  such  reasons  in  private  life; 
I  hope  I  shall  not  hear  them  seriously 
urged  in  public  life.  But,  Si^,  I  will  go 
farther ;  I  will  be  candid  enough  to  say, 
that  I  do  not  mean  to  shut  the  door  here : 
no.  Sir,  bring  me  any  cases,  similar  to 
these  I  represent  to  you,  and  I  will  give 
all  the  assistance  I  can  towards  obtaining 
redress :  but.  Sir,  I  would  endeavour  to 
avoid  all  comparisons;  they  are  ever 
odious:  but  in  this  case  they  are  particu- 
larly to  be  avoided.  But  let  gentlemen 
recollect  that  lieutenants  in  the  navy  are 
not,  like  roushroomg,  to  be  bred  in  a  night : 
they  must  be  of  a  certain  age  before  they 
go  to  sea ;  must  be  six  years  before  they 
can  pass  for  lieutenants,  and  many  of  them 
many  more  before  they  can  obtain  a  com- 
mission ;  and  go  through  very  hard  ser- 
vice too,  before  they  can  be  qualified  or 
entitled  to  a  rank  that  can  maxe  them  of 
use.  Sir,  I  take  this  corps,  on  a  medium, 
to  be  upwards  often  )iears  before  they  are 
lieutenants;  and  on  the  same  >BalculatioD, 
they  are  one  and  twenty  years  before  they 
can  get  on  the  two  shillings  and  sixpenny 
list,  which  consist  of  the  1 30  senior.  Tell  me 
where  the  service  is  that  equals  this  ?  Sir, 
I  will  go  no  farther ;  I  honour  and  respect 
the  gentlemen  of  the  land  service:  I  know 
the  value  of  themi  and  am  happy  that  I. 
have  been  often  a  witness  to  their  gr^ 
unanimity  and  cordiality ;  and  therefore 
whenever  their  distresses  are  proved  to  be 
as  great  as  those  I  now  represent,  I  shall  be 
equally  zealous  in  their  behalf.  I  think  the 
necessities  of  the  one  may  be  pleaded,  and 
the  principles  for  redress  supported,  on 
principles  very  different  from  the  other. 

Sir,  I  shall  say  no  more  at  present,  but 
hope  for  your  indulgence  to  mali^  a  reply 
to  any  answerl  may  hearto  this* 
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*  This  speech  produced  an  Address  to  his 
Majesty  That  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  take  the  case  of  the  lieutenants 
of  his  Majesty's  navy,  on  half-pay»  into 
consideration,  and  to  make  such  farther 
provision  for  so  useful  and  desenring  a 
toorps  not  exceeding  one  shilling  a  day, 
over  and  above  their  present  half-pay,  as 
his  Majesty  in  his  wisdom  shall  think  fit ; 
9Bd  that  toe  House  would  make  good  the 
same. 

.  Gcfvenwr  PcvonalPs  Speech  on  the  BUI 
Jbr  Suspending  the  Assembly  ofNevo  YorkS\ 
May  15.  Mr.  FuUer  having  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
whom  it  was  referred,  to  consider  of  the 
several  papers  which  had  been  presented 
to  the  House  this  session  of 'parliament, 
relating  to  the  North  American  colonies 
^-several  Resolutions,  importing,  1.  **  That 
it  appeared  to  the  committee,  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  his  Majesty's 
province  of  New  York,  have,  in  direct  dis- 
obedience of  the  authority  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Great  Britain,  refused  to  make 
provision  for  supplying  with  necessaries 
nis  Majesty's  troops,  in  such  manner  as 
is  required  by  an  act  of  parliament,  made 
in  the  5th  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  en- 
titled, <  An  Act  to  amend  and  render 
more  effectual,  in  his  Majesty's  dominion 
in  America,  an  Act  passed  in  this  present 
session  of  parliament,  entitled  An  Act  for 
punishing  mutiny  and  desertion,  and  for 
the  better  payment  of  the  army  and  their 
quarters*'  2.  That  an  act  of  assembly 
bath  been  passed  in  the  said  province,  for 
furnishing  the  barracks  in  the  cities  of 
New  York  and  Albany,  with  firewood  and 
candles,  and  other  necessaries  therein- 
mentioned,  for  his  Majesty's  forces,  in- 
consistent with  the  provisions,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  directions  of  the  said  act  of 
parliament.  S.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee,  that  until  provision  shall 
have  been  made  by  the  said  assembly,  for 
furnishing  the  King's  troops,  with  all  the 
necessaries  required  by  the  said  act  of 
parliament,  the  governor,  council,  and  as- 
sembly, be  respectively  restrained  and 
prohibited  from  passing  or  assenting  to 
any  act  of  Assembly,  for  any  other  purpose 
whatever;"  In  consequence  of  these  Re- 
sdutions,  a  motion  being  made,  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  upon  the  kst  of  the  said  Rcn- 
jolutionst 

Governor  P&amaU  rose  and  said : 

Mr-  Speaker^  haviiig  borae  so  great 


a  share  m  the  service  of  North  America,  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  thought  improper,  that 
I  take  some  share  in  the  present  debate. 
When  matters  are  brought  under  conside- 
ration,  the  fiu;tsand  circumstances  of  which 
cannot  be  supposed  to  be  fully  known  to 
this  House,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  those 
whose  service  and  station  have  rendered 
them  duly  cognizant  of  such  circumstaocei 
and  facts,  to  bear  their  testimony  of  the 
state  of  things,  and  to  give  their  opinion  of 
the  state  of  the  business  also.— However 
clear  and  distinctly  these  matters  may  lie 
in  my  own  mind,  m  the  strongest  form  of 
conviction,  yet,  being  unaccustomed  to 
speak  in  public,  I  am  afraid  I  shall  be  un- 
able so  to  dispose  and  explain  them,  as  to 
exhibit  that  same  distinctness,  and  to  cod- 
vey  the  same  conviction  to  others.  Thii 
hems;  the  first  time  I  have-  presumed  to 
speak  in  this  House,  I  feel  tliiat  kind  of  awe 
in  the  presence  of  it,  which  every  one  must 
feel,  who  compares  Uie  little  importance  of 
his  own  sentiments,  witli  the  experience, 
the  knowledge,  and  the  wisdom  of  so 
sreat  aa  assembly;  so  that,  instead  of 
Sndingmyself  master  of  my  own  sentimenti 
and  opinion,  I  feel  as  if  I  bad  risen  only  to 
experience  my  own  insufficiency.  Bat 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  gives  me  eo* 
Gouragement,  that  they  are  wming  to  bear 
and  receive  what  I  can  say  on  this  subject. 
And  indeed,  it  is  not  only  firom  the  situa- 
tion in  general  in  which  I  stood,  and  the 
relation  which  I  have  borne  to  the  busi- 
ness of  America,  which  seems  to  render  it 
proper  that  I  should  not  give  a  silent  Tote 
upon  this  occasion;  but  the  particular 
manner  in  which  I  have  been  concerned  in 
this  particular  business,  does  especially  call 
upon  me  to  give  my  opinion  on  the  matter 
now  under  debate. 

As  the  present  measure,  now  under  con* 
sideration,  is  the  proposal  of  a  bill  for  eo- 
forcing  an  act  of  parliament,  directing  and 
regulating  the  quartering  his  Majesty's 
troops  in  North  America,  this  matter  will 
be  best  explained,  by  a  plain  narrative  of 
the  rise  of^  that  act,  and  by  comparing  it 
with  the  circumstances  and  nature  of  the 
service  which  it  was  ujeant  to  provide  for; 
and  also  by  comparing  it  with  that  pro* 
vince  law,  which  it  took  (though  mistook) 
for  its  model  on  this  occasion. 

It  may  be  remembered,  Uiat  the  com* 
mander  in  chief  of  the  King's  forces  in 
North  America  applied  to  government  to 
furnish  him  with  sufficient  powers,  whereby 
he  might  quarter  the  King's  troops;  and 
ideas  of  the  necessity  of  quartering  10  f^* 
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▼ate  faomes  were  suggested  by  some*  A 
IBill  was  formed  on  these  ideaSy  and 
brooght  into  this  House. 

A  measure  so  exceptionableand  soalann- 
bg,  must  necessarily  meet  with  opposition 
b  this  House.  There  was  an  opposition 
made  to  it.  This  opposition  gave  occasion 
to  the  minister  of  mat  day  to  recollect 
himself* 

I  had  heard  accidentally  of  the  state  of 
this  business,  and  thinking  (as  I  did)  the 
measure  dangerous,  and  knowing  that  it 
was  not  necessary,  I  took  the  liberty  to 
give  this  my  opinion  of  it  to  that  minister, 
and  mggested  a  measure  by  which  this 
buaBiess  might  have  been  done,  and  by 
which  every  thing  so  contrary  and  discor- 
dani  to  the  constitution,  might  be  avoided. 
I  acquainted  him,  that  there  had  passed, 
10  the  province  of  the  Massachus(V's  bay, 
whilst  I  was  governor  there,  *  An  Act  for 
providing  quarters  for  the  King's  troops,' 
which  as  it  was  adapted  to  the  nature  of 
the  country,  and  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  people,  so  it  was  universally  submitted 
to,  and  (during  the  war)  constantly  car- 
iied  into  execution.  That,  as  I  had  been 
the  author  of  this  measure''  and  knew  the 
effect  of  it,  I  was  certain,  that  if  that  pro- 
vince law  (adapted  to  the  stated  circum- 
stances of  the  colonies  in  general)  was 
made  a  dause  in  the  act  of  parliament,  al- 
lowing to  the  several  provinces  and  colo- 
nies a  proper  latitude  in  the  execution  of 
it,  it  would  answer  every  purpose  required, 
could  meet  with  no  objection  here,  and 
would  meet  with  no  opposition  in  the  co- 


I  was  desired  to  explain  this  measure  to 
a  certain  office ;   but  I  am  afraid  I  was  so 
unhappy  in  the  effect  of  my  explanation, 
SB  to  be  totally  misapprehended ;  because 
1  see,  that  the  act  of  parliament,  which 
tile  proposed  Bill  means  to  enforce,  by  its 
errors  and  delects,  has  mistaken  and  per- 
verted every  means  of  carrying  the  mea- 
sure into  execution ;    and  has,  from  the 
tenor  of  it,  been  the  natural  occasion  of 
all  the  confusion  and  misconduct  which 
government  now  complains  of. 

The  province  law  had  in  it  every  pro- 
vision necessary  for  the  carrying  it  into 
execution,  and  was  accordingly  constantly 
and  invariably  executed. 

The  act  of  parliament  has  neither  any 
effectual  clause  to  enforce  its  execution,  nor 
makes  any  suffident  provision  for  the  ex- 
pence  incurred  bythepersonwhoshall  carry 
It  info  execution.  It  neither  considers  the 
nrious  circumstances  of  the  service  in  that 
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country,  as  they  arise  and  present  themselves 
variously  in  various  parts  Uiereof ;  nor,  aa 
they  must  be  perpetually  changing  from 
time  to  time,  in  the  same  parts ;  but  directs 
particular  modes,  and  establishes  r^ula* 
tions  to  particular  and  special  points^ 
which  must  necessarily  be  incompatible 
with  the  nature  of  the  country;  and  cir« 
cumstances  of  the  people  in  many  parts, 
and  on  many  occasions.  It  endeavours  to 
lay  down  general  rules,  which  can  never 
be  applied  to  numberless  particular  cases 
that  must  arise;  and,  unaer  this  spirit  of 
impracticability,  it  allows  no  latitude  in 
the  execution  thereof.  And  therefore,  if 
there  were  full  and  effectual  powers  to  en- 
force it,  such  powers  could  not  produce 
an  execution  of  this  law,  nor  could  pro* 
duce  any  thing  but  confusion,  so  far  as  re^ 
spects  the  law,  and  an  arbitrary  quartering- 
of  the  troops  contrary  to  law;  of  which, 
if  you  have  not  already  had  instances,  you 
most  certainly  will  have,  whenever  thislawis 
attempted  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

If  you  are  determined  to  enforce  this 
law,  you  ought,  at  least,  to  make  it  practi« 
cable.  1st,  Where  the  act  directs,  that 
the  troops  shall  be  quartered  in  barracks^ 
provided  for  that  purpose,  you  should,  at 
least,  direct  the  manner  of  that  quartering^ 
so  that  the  barracks  might  answer  the  pur- 
pose thereof;  and  not  first  put  the  people 
under  a  kind  of  compact  and  agreement 
to  the  expence  of  building  barracks ;  and 
then,  aAer  such  are  built,  leave  it  in  the 
power  of  the  commanding  officer  of  your 
troops,  to  judge,  or  to  say,  that  these  bai^ 
racks  do  not  answer  the  purpose  of  quaiv 
tering,  and  under  that  decision,  to  de- 
mand quarters  either  upon  the  inns  or 
upon  hired  houses,  even  before  any  troopa 
are  quartered  in  such  barracks  as  have 
been  provided  for  them.  2d.  Where  the 
act  would  mean  to  direct  the  quartering 
of  the  troops  in  inns,  alehouses,  &c.  you 
should,  at  least,  collect  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  those  inns  and  alehouses  in 
that  country,  and  whether  tliey  can  an- 
swer the  demands  which  the  act  makes 
upon  them* 

You  should  consider,  whether  the  offi* 
cers  which  you  direct  to  execute  that 
business,  can  be  required  to  da  what  is  not 
practicable,  and  whether  your  act  has  pro* 
vided  any  means  adequate  to  the  enforcing 
them  to  do  what  they  know  is  incompati- 
ble with  the  nature  and  circumstances  of 
the  country  to  perfoqn.  Sd.  Where  the 
act  directs  that  uninhabited  houses,  out* 
houses,  &C.  shell  be  hired  for  the  aeeoDi* 
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mg  DO  shttre  in  the  will,  or  in  the  autho. 
lity,  mutt  submit  to  the  power  of  the  act, 
and  have  no  duty  lefti  but  (mbminton  and 
implicit  obedience. 

If  parliament,  the  supreme  leguktore, 
shall  order  and  impose  a  tax  oo  a  body  of 
people,  and  shall  order  the  legi$]ati?e  part 
of  that  body  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
it,  and  to  see  it  payed,  it  roust  coiuider 
the  members  of  that  assembly  merely  at 
coonnisBionerB  of  taxes,  appointed  in  sach 
case  to  receive  and  register  the  act,  to  ap- 
portion and  assess  the  tax.  Yet  surely 
this  course  is  somewhat  eccentric  to  the 
system  of  our  happy  constitution;  it  ap- 
proaches, I  am  afraid,  too  near  to  the 
course  taken  by  the  arbitrary  and  despotic 
spirit  of  a  neighbouring  government,  widi 
toe^  parliaments  of  its  several  proYincei. 
This  p^ibiishin^  the  ordinance,  tais  oideN 
ing  a  del3>erative  bodv  to  take  it  op  as  aa 
act  of  its  own  will,  and,  as  such,  to  register 
and  carry  it  into  execution,  verges  surely 
too  near  to  that  point  which  unites  legis- 
lation and  execution  in  the  same  body,  to 
the  utter  destruction  of  political  liberty. 
But  I  hope,  and  am  wilting  topersusde 
myself,  that  I  mistake  this  matter.  It  ii 
impossible  that^  by  any  construction,  this 
can  be  supposed  to  be  meant ;  yet  there  is 
an  use  in  that  suspicion,  which  takes  eren 
a  false  alarm ;  as  such  alarm,  when  proTed 
to  be  false,  may  lead  to  the  conviction  of 
truth. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  consider  each 
of  the  assemblies  of  ahe  provinces  aod  co* 
lonies  as  what  it  is,  as  a  legishitive,  deli* 
berative  body,  as  the  will  of  that  province 
or  colony ;  it  must  have  a  right  to  deli- 
berate, it  must  have  a  right  to  decide: 
if  it  has  the  free  will  to  say  Aye,  it  most 
have  the  same  power  of  will  to  say  No* 
You  may  properly  order  an  executive 
power  to  execute;  but  how,  aod  with 
what  propriety  can  you  order  this  delibe* 
rative  body  to  exert  its  will  only  io  one 
prescribed  direction  ?  If  any  supreme  and 
sovereign  will  shidl  pre«oraain  what  this 
inferior  power  of  d^sberation  shall  will,  it 
will  make  the  same  confusion  in  practice, 
which  the  divines  and  metaphysictans  have 
made  in  theory,  between  predestination 
and  free  will  absolute.  If  vou  mean  to 
try  this  experiment  of  reducmg  these  ab* 
surdities  and  incoDsistencies  to  practice; 
if  this  Bill  must  pass,  and  you  We  not 
yet  pre-determined  on  the  title  of  it>  it 
seems  to  me  the  Bill  may  justly  be  en- 
titled, « An  Act  to  render  more  etfectutl 
ion   over  fi«e  wilL'    ?«*  • 


and  reception  of  the  restdue  of 
the  troops,  and  provided  with  those  spe- 
cial and  particular  articles,  which  the  said 
act  directs;  you  should  at  least  consider, 
whether  there  be  any  wuA  uninhabited 
bouses,  and  unoccupied  out-houses ;  and 
whether  your  act  contains  any  thing  that 
ahall  oblige  the  people  to  let  them ;  or 
whether,  when  tney  are  so  hired,  they 
wUl  suit  the  purpose  to  which  they  are 
intended ;  or  whether  the  circumstances 
of  the  people  and  country,  where  this  ser- 
irice  may  be  required  to  be  performed,  can 
aupply  those  particular  and  special  articles 
which  you  require  of  them. 

When  the  act  requires  a  service,  which 
^supposing  it  capable  of  being  executed) 
engages  the  person  who  executes  it  in  an 
expence,  if  you  mean  to  enforce  that  act, 
you  ought  to  provide  e&ctually  for  his 
reimbursement :  and  in  this  instance,  the 
act  which  you  now  propose  to  inforce,  is, 
in  every  pomt  of  consideration,  absurd  and 
impracticable;  as  it  neither  provides  itself 
for  that  reimbursement,  nor  puts  the  mat- 
ter in  any  way  of  execution,  that  either  can 
or  will  provide  for  it ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, entangles  this  business  in  a  matter 
of  controversy,  which  would  of  itself,  if 
nothing  else  did,  obstruct  and  stop  it 

The  act  of  parliament  for  quartering  his 
Majes^s  troops  in  Northj  America, 
directs,  that  the  expence  incurred  by  that 
measure  shall  be  provided  for  by  each  re- 
vpective  colony,  and  raised  in  like  manner, 
as  the  usual  expences  incurred  b^  the  pro- 
vince or  colony  are  raised,  that  is,  by  an  • 
act  of  assembly.  This  was  an  original 
•rror,  which  did  prevent,  and  must  for 
ever  prevent,  this  act  from  being  carried 
into  actual  execution  as  an  act  of  parlia-' 
ment. 

If  it  be  prudent  and  advisable,  that 
parliament  stiould  charge  any  expence 
upon  the  colonies,  by  way  of  tax,  originat- 
od  in  this  House;  how  shall  it  direct  that 
charge  to  be  levied  and  payed  ^  Shall  par- 
liament direct  Uie  ussembly  of  any  pro- 
vince Or  colony,  to  mike  provision  and 
f  upply  for  it  ?  Or  shall  parliament,  direct- 
ly and  avowedly,  impoamg  that  sum  upon 
the  province  or  colony  as  a  tax,*  settle  the 
ways  tod  means  of  levying  it,  and  appoint 
-wxeotttive  officers  to  coll^  it  ?  Or  shall  it 
direct  the  usual  executive  officer  of  the 
colony  to  levy  and  collect  that  tax  so  im- 
posed ?  If  the  imposing  by  a  direct  tax  be 
^the  proper  political  mode,  the  latter  step 
Is  dl  reguhu*,  and  but  consequential  of  it — 
-is^eonfomiaMe  to  law.    Tho  people  hav- 
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ywsr  measure  novr  stands,  if  the  assemblies 
rf  the  pftmnces  and  colonies  will  not  in 
every  mod^'^  article,  and  particular  provi- 
SOD,  decide  in  their  deliberatire  capacity, 
s  an  act  of  parliament  directs  and  pre- 
onlains,  yon  consider  the  colonies  as  de- 
vjfDg  the  sovereignty  of  Great  Britain, 
mn  vhich  nothing  can  be  more  unjust,' 
mlessitwere  possiMe  to  find  any  thing 
oore  abstxnL 

Are  you  determined  from  hence  to  di- 
rect ani  regulate  the  quartering  of  the 
King's  troops  in  North  America  ?    Do  it 
in  a  wtj  that  brings  it  home  to  the  exe- 
cutive pover  there,  to  carry  your  direc** 
tioos  sad  regulations  into  executiqn;  ex- 
l^sib  snd  amend  your  act :   make  it  prac- 
ticaUe;  naake  it  effective;   and  then  you 
a»y  fkirly  decide  whether  they  deny  your 
sovere^ty  or  not.    You  will  find  they 
do  not.    If  you  think  your  way  of  making 
an  adequate  and  certain  provision  for  the 
dsarge  of  this  service,  is  by  the  parlia- 
meni's  imposing  a  tas  upon  the  people  for 
\hat  purpose ;  and  that  you  have  power, 
sod  it  is  advisable  to  exert  that  power,  to 
dkctaate  such  supply,  by  such  tax,  you 
need  not  hesitate  to  avow  it  openly,  and* 
directly ;  for  the  people  of  the  colonies, 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other, 
do  invariably  consider  the  clause  in  the 
act  of  parliament,   directing   how   that 
charge  shall  be  supplied,  as  an  internal 
tsx  impoaed  upon  tnem.    It  is  from  this 
idea,  toat  every  act  of  obedience,  as  well 
as  of  disobedience  to  your  act  of  parlia- 
nient,  must  be  construed  and  explained. 
Those  whom  you  are  willing  to  understand 
as  having  obeyed  your  act,  liave  contrived 
to  do  it  in  a  mode  which  neither  recog- 
nizes the  act  of  parliament,  nor  submits  to 
the  taxation,  as  such.    And  although  you 
represent  the  assembly  of  the  province  of 
New  York    alone,   as   having    revolted 
agaiost  this  power — believe  me,  there  is 
not  a  province,  a  colony,  or  a  plantation, 
that  will  submit  to  a  tax  thus  imposed, 
more    than    New    York  will.    All  have 
^ewn  their  readiness  to  execute  this  ser- 
^  of  quartering  as  an  act  of  their  own ; 
an  have,  in  their  zeal  to  provide  for  it,  by 
a  grant  of  their  own,  provided  a  supply  to 
aoswer  the  expence ;  but  not  one  single 
assembly  has,  or  ever  will,  act  under  tlie 
povera  and  provisions  of  this  act,  as  ac- 
KQowledging,  and,  in  consequence  thereof 
Apportioning,  assessing  and  levying,  the 
supply,  as  a  tax  imposed  by  parliament. 
^ey  have  either  acted  without  taking 
oottce  at  all  of  this  act  of  parliament,  or 
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have  contrived  some  way  or  other  to  vary 
in  some  particulars,  su£5cient  to  make  the 
execution  and  the  tax  an  act  of  their  own. 
Try  the  conduct  of  every  province  and 
colony  through  by  this  rule,  and  you  will 
find  nothing  particulfur  in  the  case  of  New 
York.  Don't  fancy  that  you  can  divide 
the  people  upon  this  point,  and  thtft  you 
neea  only  divide  to  govern  ;  you  will  l^y 
this  conduct  only  unite  them  the  more  in- 
separably; you  will  make  the  cause  of 
New  York  a  common  cause,  and  will  call 
up  every  other  province  and  colony  to 
stand  forth  in  their  justification,  while  New 
Yoric,  learning  from  the  complexion  of 
your  measure  how  to  avoid  or  evade  the 
purport  of  your  enforcing  BiH,  will  sus- 
pend the  force  of  it,  instead  of  it  suspend- 
mgthe  assembly  of  that  province,  against 
whom  it  is  brought  forward. 

But  we  are  told,  that  there  is  something 
so  peculiar  in  the  spirit  with  which  the 
house  of  representatives  in  Boston  have 
opposed  the  authority  of  this  act  of  par- 
liament, extending  to  the  oppugning  of 
all  authority  of  parliament  whatsoever 
— ^that  that  particular  case  will  demand 
the  particular  consideration  of  this 
House.  We  are  told,  that  they  have 
charged  the  governor  and  council  with 
unwarrantable  and  unconstitutional  pro* 
ceedings,  for  acting  in  consequence  oi  an 
act  of  parliament. 

This  is  so  total  a  misapprehension  and 
misrepresentation  of  the  case,  as  it  doth 
actually  stand,  that  a  bare  narrative  of  the 
circumstances  and  proceedm^s  on  the 
matter  will  convince  the  ministry,  that 
they  need  not  put  themselves  to  the  unne* 
cessaiy  and  disa|preeable  pain  of  any  far- 
ther consideration  of  it,  nor  give  this 
House  any  trouble  about  the  affair.  Some 
troops  unexpectedly,  and  by  accident,  put 
into  the  harbour  of  Boston — some  ex- 
pences  arose  in  consequence  of  the  neces^ 
sity  of  providing  for  a  temporary  recep- 
tion of  them — ^the  general  assembly  not 
having  yet,  from  any  occasion,  been  call- 
ed upon  to  make  provision  for  the  quar- 
tering of  troops  by  an  act  of  the  province, 
and  not  being  sitting  at  this  particular 
time,  the  governor,  with  the  advice  of 
council,  incurred  the  expence.  When  the 
assembly  met,  the  house  of  representa- 
tives considering  that  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment requires  an  act  of  tiie  general  court, 
in  order  to  supply  or  reimburse  any  ex- 
pence  incurred  by  providing  quarters,  and 
so  forth,  and  that  no  such  act  did  as  yet 
exist;  and  that  therefore  the  governor  was 
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not  authorigedy  either  by  any  act  of  par- 
liamenty  nor  a«  yet  by  an  act  of  the  pro- 
vinccy  to  incur  and  supply  such  expence, 
did,  with  a  jealousy  and  attention  not  un- 
worthy even  our  imitation^  object  to  the 
involving  the  treasury  in  any  such  charge* 
except  what  they  authorized  by  their  just 
power  of  appropriation.  The  governor^ 
with  CTeat  prudence,  immediately  entered 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  constitutional 
inode  of  proceeding,  imputed  the  charge 
incurred  to  the  necessity  of  the  unforeseen 
occurrence,  and  apologized  for  his  pro- 
ceeding, as  consonant  to  the  usual  prac* 
tice  in  the  like  cases.  Although  some  of 
that  ill  temper,  which  always  mixes  in 
with  business  when  people  are  not  well 
together^  did  mix  in  with  this,  yet  here  it 
ended;  and  from  this  plain  narrative,  I 
dare  say,  this  House  will  never  be  trou- 
bled with  any  thing  more  about  it.  But 
to  return : 

This  clause  in  the  Quartering  Act,  di- 
recting tliat  the  supply  for  reimbursing 
the  expence  of  quartering  the  troops  shall 
be  raised  by  the  respective  assemblies  of 
the  provinces  or  colonies,  which  is  by  all 
the  people  of  America  considered  as  (and 
is  indeed)  a  tax  imposed  by  parliament, 
has  brought,  in  fact,  into  discussion,  that 
question  of  the  right  of  taxation,  which 
tlie  cautious  and  (wliat  I  think)  impru- 
dent wisdom  of  many  have  endeavoured  to 
keep  wrapped  up  and  suspended  in  theory. 
Wmit  schemes  of  policy  wished-  to  hold  in 
question  acts  and  deeds  will  bring  into  de- 
cision. You  have,  on  one  hand,  by  your 
declaratory  law,  asserted  your  right  and 
power  of  taxation  over  the  colonies,  anc) 
so  far  as  this  act  goes,  you  have  exerted 
that  power.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a 
fact  which  the  House  ought  to  be  apprized 
of,  in  all  its  extent,  that  the  people  of 
America,  universally,  unitedly,  ana  unal- 
terably, are  resolved  not  to  submit  to  any 
internal  tax  imposed  upon  them  by  any 
legislature,  ih  which  they  have  not  a  share 
by  representatives  of  their  own  election. 

This  claim  must  not  be  understood,  as 
though  it  were  only  the  pretences  of  party 
leaders  and  demagogues;,  as  though  it 
were  only  the  visions  of  speculative  enthu«r 
aiasts ;  as  though  it  were  the  mere  ebul- 
lition of  a  faction  which  must  subside :  as 
though  it  were  only  temporal  ot  partial — 
it  is  the  cool,  deliberate,  principlea  maxim, 
of  every  m^n  of  business  in  the  country. 

They  say  that  while  we  consider  the 
nation,  the  realm,  the  government  of  Gre^ 
Britain,  collectively  taken,  as  Uie  sove- 


reigOf  and  the  colonies  as  the  subject 
wiuout  participation  in  the  deHberatiai, 
or  the  wul,  br/jnd  implicidv  to  iDbey  th 
orders  of  this  sovereign,  and  impUcidy  to 
enact,  register,  and  carry  into  executiaa, 
those  grants,  which  we  by  our  acU  hne 
made  of  their  property — ^they  say,  that 
this  sovereign,  however  free  within  iud( 
is  an  absolute  sovereign,  an  arbitrary  loi^ 
and  that  their  obedience  and  subjection 
without  the  interposition  of  their  own  free 
will,  is,  as  to  the  subject  so  stated,  abso^ 
lute  slavery.  We  have  by  act  of  ptf 
liament  declared  our  right,  and  thus  todi 
apprehensions  feel  the  effect  of  it. 

They  say,  that  supplies  are  of  goodwill, 
and  not  of  duty ;  are  the  free  and  vola» 
tary  act  of  tlie  giver,  having  a  right  t$ 
give,  not  obligations  and  services  to  lis 
complied  with,  which  the  subject  caooot 
in  right  refuse — ^they  therefore  maintab, 
claim,  anid  insist  upon,  that  whateier  i^ 
given  out  of  ^he  lands  or  property  oi^ 
people  of  the  colonies,  should  oe  ^m 
and  granted  by  their  own. 

They  say,  that  the  true  ground  of  jo^ 
tice,  whereon  the  House  of  Conu&QiiJ 
grants  supplies,  and  may  lay  taxes  ootiilj 
lands  of  themselves  and  their  constitdeot^ 
is,  that  they  give  what  is  their  own,  ^ 
that  of  others,  for  whom  tliey  are  s^ 
ally  empowered  to  consent ;  that  they  ^ 
no  taxes  which  do  not  affect  themsdffl^ 
and  their  constituents;  that  tberelb(|j 
they  are  not  only  the  proper  givers,  butali 
the  best  and  sa^st  judges,  as  to  the  exte| 
and  the  mode  of  the  gift.  But  that  whea 
any  legislature  shall  give  and  srant  out  <| 
lands  and  property,  in  which  they  have  a| 
share  or  concern;  where  they  bavenoti( 
imposed  upon  others  to  supply  thai  gift  9 
ease  of  themselves  and  their  constitueBll 
the  case  labours  with  every  effect,  if  b* 
with  every  circumstance  of  injustice. 

Thus  this  question  is  brought  in  ««J 
and  must  be  decided :  however  much  Hl| 
policy  of  ministry  may  wish  and  labour  t| 
wave  it,  cases  which  constantly  arise  vm 
bring  it  into  discussion,  and  necessity  ffv^ 
force  it  into  decision.  ' 

Is  it  the  intent  of  government  to  ex^ 
the  power  that  it  haUi  declared  to  be  « 
right— is  it  determined  to  put  this  m^ 
in  contest— to  put  in  contest  the  '"^^^ 
the  peace,  and  perhaps,  the  being  of  u» 
country — ^with  the  certain  effect  of  niiflw 
our  commercial  interest-^and  to  our  c^ 
nies,  as  commercifd  accretions  of  the  state. 
—Certainly  no.  ^, 

Does  mmifilry  mean  to  propose  the  W 


341]       far  Suspending  the  As$finMy  of  Nero  Yorh         A.  D.  1767. 


fSiS 


Hire  of  imponog  taxes  on  the  colonies,  and 
to  force  into  execudoh  the  collection  of 
them  ?  The  .whole  system  of  the  state,  go- 
Teramenty  and  interwoven  interest  of  the 
coJooies,  is  gone  too  far  for  that  to  be 
practicable. 

Does  it  mean  by  any  mode  of  policy  to 
unite  this  system,  which  is,  in  fact,  inter- 
woven and  incorporated  into  the  very  be- 
ii^  of  the  British  empire  ?  I  am  afraid 
not.  Matters  are  not  yet  gone  far  enough 
to  point  out  the  practicability  and  neces- 
sity of  inch  pditical  union. 

What  then  remains,  but  that  we  must 
retvn  again,,  and  re-establish  the  system 
of  our  pditics  on  that  basis  whereon  they 
stood,  before  some  late  innovations  in  our 
nstem  shook  that  basis  ?    What  remains, 
bat  that  we  act,  as  to  external  taxes,  with 
that  commercial  spirit  and  prudence,  which 
the  wisdom  of  parliament  hath  always  ex- 
ercised towards  the  colonies,  since  their 
first  establishment :  and  that  as  to  farther 
supplies,  when  they  become  necessary,  the 
^Monies  are  properly  applied  to  by  requi- 
fidons   in    the   old-accustomed,    known 
mode,  which  hath  always  succeeded,  and 
been  found  effectual. 

As  this  is  my  opinion  on  this  question 
b  genera),  so  on  the  particular  matter,  of 
this  debate,  on  the  proposed  Bill,  I  will 
doge  what  I  wish  to  offer  in  recommend- 
ing it  to  the  House,  either  so  to  amend 
and  explain  its  act,  as  that  both  the  mode 
cfquaitering,  and  the  act  of  making  the 
lupply  for  the  expence  of  it,  may  origi- 
oate  with  the  people  of  the  colonies,  and 
be  an  act  of  their  own  assemblies ;  in  which 
case,  this  enforcing  Bill  will  become  un- 
necessary; or  let  it  be  considered  as  a 
service  which  the  crown  requires  of  them, 
aad  for  which,  without  the  interposition  of 
ptriiament,  it  makes  the  proper  requisitions. 

This  will  restore  peace,  this  will  effect 
the  business.  The  contrary  measure  of 
this  enforcing  Bill  will  be  the  beginning  of 
a  series  of  mttcbiefs,  and  therefore  I  shall 
be  against  the  bringing  it  in. 

Thia  speech  was  followed  by  one  from 
air  Thomas  Sewell,  who  was  answered 
hv  the  rig^t  boo*  Charles  Townshend; 
after  whom  spdte,  in  answer  to  what  go- 
vernor Pownall  had  said,  Mr.  Secretary 
Conway,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  the  right  hon. 
Hana  Stanley.  The  right  hdn.  George 
Orenville  arose  on  the  same  account,  also 
the  right  hon.  Welbore  £llis,  who  were 
auKwered  by  Mr.  Alderman  Beckford. 
Ihe  Bill  however  passed^ 


Proceedings  in  the  Commons  on  the^ 
East  India  Company's  Dividends*  Bill,*\l, 
A  new  kind  of  Money  Bill  was  brought 
in  this  session,  not  founded  upon  any  re- 
solution of  the  Committees  of  Supply  or 
Ways  and  Means.    Early  in  the  session, 

*  **  The  disunion  of  the  ministry  was  no  less 
pefceptiUe  in  the  affairs  of  the  East  fudia 
ooropany,  which  ib  pursuance  af  the  intimation 
to  the  directors,  early  occupied  the  atteotioo  of 
parliament.  Their  charters,  treaties  with  the 
country  powers,  letters,  and  correspoodeoce 
with  their  servants  in  India ;  the  state  of  their 
rerenues  in  Bengal,  Bahar,  Orissa,  and  all 
other  places,  were  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the 
House,  together  with  an  account  of  all  ex- 
pences  iocurred  by  gofenimeut  on  the  com- 
pany's behalf.  Violent  debates  ensued,  and  a 
petition  being  presented  from  the  company,  the 
order  for  pnnting  the  private  correspondence 
was  discharged.  This  extensive  enquiry  in- 
troduced the  discussion  of  many  relative  and 
collateral  tepicsj  and  among  others  a  doubt 
was  suggested  concerning  the  right  of  the 
company  to  the  territories  acquired  in  India. 
The  agitation  of  this  question  produced  many 
animated  speeches;  the  interference  of  the 
House  of  Commons  was  strongly  deprecated  ; 
it  was  urged  that  the  difficulty  might  be  solved 
in  the  courts  below,  that  House  no(  being  by 
the  constitution,  the  interpreter  of  laws,  or  the 
decider  of  legal  rights. 

"  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  declared 
bis  disinclination  to  try  the  question  in  the 
House,  and  recommended  an  amicable  agree- 
ment with  the  company.  A  larp^e  party  of  the 
propHetors,  though  strenuous  in  maintaining 
their  claim  to  those  possessions  during  the  re- 
maining term  of  their  charter,  were  rather  dis- 
posed to  prevent  litigations  by  'a  reasonable 
composition,  and  prepared  proposals  for  an  ad 
justment  of  the  dispute.  VVhen  this  scheme 
Was  amed  to  by  the  directors  and  presented  to 
the  mniistry ,  their  want  of  cordiality  occasioned 
new  ennbarrassroenu ;  after  the  proposals  had 
been  delivered  to  several  members  of  adminis- 
tration in  succession,  they  all  declined  taking 
any  part  in  the  negociation  out  of  the  House  ; 
and  a  petition  was  presented  to  parliament, 
containing  two  sets  of  proposals  for  a  tempo* 
rary  agreement  during  three  vears. 

**  On  the  basis  of  one  of  these  proposals,  a 
Bill  was  framed,  binding  the  company  to  pay 
to  government  the  sum  of  400,000/.  a-ycar, 
by  half  yearly  payments,  and  to  indemnify  the 
nation,  should  any  loss  be  sustained  in  conse- 
quence of  the  imposition  of  certain  inland 
duties,  and  the  allowance  of  some  drawbacka 
granted  at  their  request.  The  term,  instead  of 
three,  was  limited  to  two  years,  to  commence 
from  the  first  of  February  1767. 

"  While  this  affair  was  in  agitation,  the 
company  proposed,  at  a  genial  court,  an  in- 
crease of  dividend  ;  justifying  the  measure  by 
the  state  of  their  finances,  as  they  would  ba 
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.  that  is,  on  the  S5th  of  NoTember,  a  part 
of  the  Act  9  and  10  William  S,  entitled, 
*  An  Act  for  raising  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
2,000,000/.,  upon  a  fund  for  payment  of 
annuities,  after  the  rate  of  SL  per  cent, 
per  annum,  and  for  settlmg  the  trade  to 
the  East  Indies ;'  and  also  part  of  the  Act 
of  7  George  1,  entitled,  <An  Act  to  enable 
the  South-Sea  Company  to  engraft  part 
of  their  capital  stock  and  fund,  into  the 
stock  and  fund  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  another  part  thereof  into  the  stock 
and  fund  of  the  East-India  Company,' 
&C.,  were,  upon  motion,  read  tothe  House* 
and  thereupon  it  was  resolved,  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
state  and  condition  of  the  East  India 
Company;  that  the  said  Committee  be 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

This  enquiry  gave  rise  to  this  new  Mo- 
ney Bill.  After  the  House  had  several 
times  resolved  itself  into  this  Committee 
of  enquiry,  and  had  called  for  papers,  and 
accounts  relating  to  this  affiur,  at  last  on 
the  20th  of  May,  there  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read,  a  Petition  of  the 

enabled,  before  the  month  of  Febmary,  to  dis- 
charge all  their  debts,  and  pay  the  increased 
dividend.  The  ministr^r  wisely  considering 
this  as  a  dangerous  delusion,  caicuUted  to  re- 
new the  fatal  effects  of  the  South  Sea  scheme, 
by  letter  io  the  directors,  recommended  the 
court  not  to  augment  the  dividend  till  their 
proposals  were  fully  discussed  in  parliament 
The  proprietors,  however,  slight^  the  admoni- 
tion, and  declared  a  dividend  for  the  ensuing 
half  year,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half  per 
cent. 

y  In  consequence  ef  this  proceeding,  two 
Bills  were  brought  into  parliament;  one  fbr 
regulating  the  qualifications  of  voters  in  trad- 
ing companien ;  the  other  for  restraining  the 
making  of  dividends  by  the  East  India  Com- 
pany. The  latter  Bill  reminded  the  recent  re- 
solution, and  restrained  them  from  making  any 
dividend  exceeding  ten  per  cent. 

*'  This  measure  occasioned  a  spirited  opposi- 
tion :  the  company,  alarmed  at  the  encroach- 
inent  on  their  supposed  privities,  petitioned 
the  House,  and  also  proposed,  if  the  Bill  were 
laid  aside,  to  bind  themselves  for  the  time  of 
their  agreement  with  government,  not  to  ex- 
tend their  dividends  beyond  the  limits  indicated 
in  the  restraining  Bill.  The  petition  and  pro- 
posal were  equally  disregarded,  and  the  Bill 
was  sent  up  to  the  Lords,  where  it  was  no  less 
strenuously^  oppo«ed.  The  whole  strength  of 
the  anti-ministerial  parties  was  combined,  and 
09  the  third  reading  the  minority  divided  44 
a^inst  59.  A  long,  learned,  and  aigumenta- 
tive  protest  in  16  articles  was  entered  on  the 
Journals,  and  signed  by  19  peers.*'   Adolphus. 


united  jBompany  of  mevchaots  of  Eoglaad, 
trading  to  tne  East  Indies,  setting  forth : 
**  That  the  petitioners,  being  duly  lea- 
sible  of  the  great  obligation  they  lie  under 
to  govemmeDt,  and  that  then*  interests 
are,  and  must  ever  be,  insepiuaUe  from 
those  of  the  state»  are  most  earoestlj  de- 
sirous that  the  public,  and  the  East  Indis  I 
Company  should  mutually  reap  the  bene- j 
fits  arising  firom  the  acquisitions  and  ie> 
venues,  lately  obtained  in  India;  and  thi 
petitioners  conceiving,  that  in  the  present 
state  of  things,  a  temporaty  agreement, 
for  the  space  of  three  years,  may  be  con- 
ducive to  the  advantage  of  both,  do  sub- 
taiit  to  the  consideration  of  parliament  the 
following  Propo8itioa»  in  order  to  the  car- 
rying such  agreement  into  execution. 

1.  **  They  beg  leave  humbly  to  suggest, 
that  it  will  be  not  only  expedient  but  ne- 
cessary to  the  extending  their  coaunerce, 
and  enabling  them  to  invest  those  revenues! 
in  India  in  the  produce  of  the  countrj, 
that  this  Hou^  will  take  under  their  ceo- 
sideration  the  inland  duties  upon  teas,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  perpicious  practice  of 
smuggling,  and  encourage  the  coosunip- 
tion  of  that  commodity,  by  such  aa  site- 
ration  in  the  duties  as  to  the  House  sbail 
seem  fitting,  and  by  granting  a  draw-back 
on  such  teas  as  may  be  exported  to  Ire* 
land,  or  to  any  of  his  Majesty's  colonies, 

'and  also  by  such  i^terations,  as  may  con- 
duce to  the  same  salutary  purposes,  m  re- 
gard to  the  duties  oa  caUicoes,  muslins, 
and  raw  silk. 

2.  **  That  in  order  to  reader  theadvsn- 
tages  expectant  from  the  revenues  before 
mentioned  certain  and  permanent,  the 
House  will  provide  effectual  methods,  ss 
well  for  recruiting  the  ibrcea  necessary  ia 
India,  as  for  regulating  the  Company's 
civil  and  military  servants  there,  for  pre- 
venting the  exportation  of  asilitary  stores 
thither,  except  for  the  Company's  senricet 
and  for  preventing  illicit  trade. 

3.  **  That  firom  the  said  revenues,  there 
shall  be  deducted,  the  expences  attending 
the  collection  thereof,  together  with  the 
civil,  military,  and  marine  establishmests, 
and  also  the  chaiges  incurred  for  fortifica- 
tions, buildinea,  and  repairs,  the  same  to 
be  adjudged  by  annual  accounts  transmit- 
ted from,  apd  properly  authenticated  by> 
the  several  presidencies,  in  which  the  ssme 
shall  be  incurred. 

4.  ««  That  an  account  of  the  Compsay, 
including  the  residue  of  the  said  revenues, 
and  the  produce  of  their  exports,  shall  be 
annuaDy  made  up,  aikd  Ihfic  of  the  subH 
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vising  from  the  gcaerd  Btla*,  the  sum  of 
M/XIOL  shall  be  deducted,  in  lieu  of  pr*- 
iits,  wbidi  the  pethiooers  hAve  hitherto 
ffijojed. 

5.  *'  Thai  the  net  aorpliis  shall beequdj 
eirided  between  the  public  and  the  com- 

6.  <<  That  the  Company's  share  of  the 
aid  surploa  shall  be  duly  and  solely  appro- 
prated  to  the  pajHrnent  of  their  present 
debts,  until  they  shall  be  reduced  to  the 
sam  due  to  the  Company  from  the  public 

7.  *>  That  this  agreement  shall  com- 
raenoe  from  the  1st  of  February,  1767, 
upon  sQ  goods  to  be  imported  from  India, 
and  sbalT  continue  for  three  years,  pro- 
vided the  Deirannee  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Onxa,  dnll  remain  in  the  Company's 
hands. 

8.  ^  But  if  it  should  be  the  opinion  of 
the  House,  that  it  will  be  the  more  bene- 
fical  for  the  public  to  enjoy  a  specific  sum, 
instead  of  the  proportion  of  the  revenues 
and  trade  above  mentioned,  then  the  peti- 
uoners  proposed  to  pay,  in  lieu  thereof, 
^jOOOv.  per  annum  for  three  years,  by 
bah'  yearly  payments ;  the  first  pa3rment  to 
commeDce  March  25, 1768 ;  and  they  are 
also  willing  to  indemnify  the  public  in  re- 
ipect  of  such  draw-back  on  teas  exported, 
8.^  shall  be  granted  by  parliament,  taking 
the  same  in  a  medium  of  the  duties  on  the 
quantity  of  teas  exported  for  five  years 
past ;  and  that  such  indemnification  shall 
liso  extend  to  the  inland  duty  of  one  shil- 
Imf  in  the  pound  on  the  quantities  of  all 
bbck  and  single  teas,  consumed  in  Great 
Britain,  upon  a  like  medium  of  five  years, 
b  case  it  shall  also  appear  a  fit  measure  to 
parliament  to  Cake  onT  the  said  duty ;  and 
{provided  the  duties  on  the  increased  con- 
ionption  shall  not  be  sufficient  to  replace 
or  Bu^y  the  aforesaid  duty  of  one  shil- 
ling m  the  pound:  and  the  petitioners 
hope,  that  what  is  hereby  proposed,  either 
in  the  mode  of  participation,  or  by  a  cer- 
talojreBTlj  payment,  will  appear  reasonable 
9nd  equitable  to  the  House^  more  especi- 
ally considering  that  the  public  revenue, 
during  this  interval,  must  continually  in- 
crease in  the  same  proportion  with  the  oom- 
B»rce  of  the  Company,  and  the  petitioners 
entreat  the  House  to  recollect  the  immi- 
nent dangers  to  which,  in  many  critical 
^)njanctures,  their  properties  have  been 
>rteQ  exposed,  the  very  large  sums  they 
i^ve  expended  since  the  commencement 
^  the  wars  in  India,  in  which  they  were 
>^er  the  aggressors,  the  low  divicfonds, 
rhich  notwit&tanding  their  few  losses  at 
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sea,  diey  have  received  during  a  course  of 
years,  whilst  the  public  renuiined  in  the 
uniotemipted  participation  of  an  annual 
revenue,  arising  firom  the  Compaay^s  trade^ 
of  the  lull  value  of  one  third  of  their  Ci^pi« 
tal :  circumstances,  which,  the  proprietofs 
flatter  themselves,  will  procure  them  the 
fiivour  and  protection  of  this  honourable 
House,  and  entitle  them  to  that  candour 
and  justice,  which  have  ever  been  the  cha« 
racteristics  of  the  British  senate.'' 

This  Petition  Was  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee, who  came  to  the  following  Resolo- 
tions,  vis.  **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  1.  That  it  would  be  for  tibe 
mutud  benefit  of  the  pdilic,  and  the  Esst 
India  Company,  that  a  temporary  agree-^ 
ment  be  made,  in  regard  to  the  territorial 
acouisitions  and  revenues  lately  obtained 
in  India.  2.  That  it  is  expedient,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  said  agreement,  that  it 
should  continue  for  a  term,  not  exceeding 
three  years,  to  commence  from  the  1st  m 
February,  1767.  S.  That  the  said  acqui- 
sitions and  revenues  do  remain  in  the  pos« 
session  of  the  Company,  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  sudi  agreement :  and  that  the 
Company  do  pay  to  the  public,  anoually, 
doriiigthe  said  term,  the  sum  of  400,0001., 
by  luJif  yearly  payments,  each  payment  to 
be  made  widiin  six  months  after  the  same 
shall  have  become  due.  4.  That  it  will 
be  necessary  and  proper,  for  the  better 
carrying  on  and  extending  the  trade  of 
the  said  Company,  that  provision  be  made 
for  granting  a  drawback  on  teas  exported 
to  Ireland,  and  the  British  dommions  in 
America ;  and  for  taking  oiF  the  inland 
duty  of  one  shilling'  per  pound  weight  on 
black  and  singlo  teas,  consumed  in  Great 
Britain ;  upon  such  indemnification  to  be 
made  by  the  Company  to  the  public,  ki 
respect  to  such  duty  and  drawback,  as  is 
mentioned  in  the  Petition  <sf  the  said  Com- 
pany." 

'  The  three  first  oftheseResolutieMi  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House  nem,  eon*  and  a 
Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  upon  them. 
And  the  fourth  Resolution  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Proceedings  in  the  Lords  on  the  Easi 
India  Con^HMt/'s  Dividends*  BiU.*2  J^^ 

*  Hardwicks  Papbss.— List  of  the  Speakers 
in  the  House  of  Lordi,  June  17,  1767, 
on  a  Motion  for  a  Coaforonce  with  the 
House  of  ComsBOBS  on  the  Bill  rohniag 
to  the  East  India  Oompsoy's  INvidend. 
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17.  The  House  being  movjcd,  <<  That  a 
Conference  be  desired  with  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  the  end  that  the  ground  on 
which  the  Bill  for  regulating  certain  pro- 
ceedings of  the  general  courts  of  the 
united  company  of  merchants  of  Eivland 
trading  to  the  East  Indies,  proceecfed  in 
that  House,  so  far  as  the  same  rescinds  an 
Act  done  on  the  6th  of  May  last  by  a 
General  Court  of  the  East  India  CompanVy 
and  so  far  as  the  same  takes  from  the  said 
Company  the  power  of  declaring  any  divi- 
dend beyond  tne  rate  of  1(V.  per  cent,  per 
ann.,  during  the  time  therein  mentioned, 
may  appear  •  the  more  plainly  to  this 
House :''  The  sameNras  objected  to.  Af- 
ter long  debate;  the  question  was  put 
thereupon.  It  was  resolved  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee 
upon  the  Bill,  intituled,  **  An  Act  for 
regulating  certain  Proceedings  of  the  Ge- 
neral Courts  of  the  United  Company  of 
Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East 
Indies.'' 


Proceedings  in  the  Lords 

Mir.  Rous  was  called  in ;  and, 
mined  in  relation  to  the  said  motic 
quamted  the  House,  <<  That  the 
accompt  for  June  1767  is  not  vet 
up,  there  having  been  so  much  timei 
up  in  making  copies  of  papers  and  i 


June  22.  The  House  being  moved, 
^*  That  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before 
this  House,  the  present  general  state*  of  the 
East  India  Company's  affiiirs,  which,  by 
the  29th  bye-law,  is  jto  be  drawn  out  by  the 
court  of  mrectors,  in  the  month  of  June, 
annually:"* 


For. 

Duke  of  Richmom)* 
Lord  Mansfield. 
Lord  Lyttelton. 
Duke  of  Newcastle. 
Lord  Weymouth. 
Lord  Temple. 
Duke  of  Bedford. 


Against, 
Lord  Marcbmont. 
Duke  of  Grafton. 
Lord  Sandys. 
Lord  Chancellor. 
Lord  Steward. 
Lord  Wycombe. 
Lord  Harwich. 


Lord  Suffolk. 

Not  Contents  -  •  -  73 
Contents 59 

Majority  -  -  -  81 
With  the  Proxies. 

Not  Contents  .  •  -  98 
Contents  .....  57 

Majority  -  -  -  41 

*  The  followmg  Lettbk  is  copied  from  the 
Hardwicke  Papers. 

Monday  f  June  S2, 1767. 
My  lord ;  when  I  got  admittance  into  the 
House  of  Lords  (which  was  not  till  past  3 
o'clock),  lord  Temple  was  movioff  to  have 
copies  of  all  the  propositions  which  had  been 
made  and  settled  between  the  ministry  and  the 
l^sst  India  Company. 


Which  was  objected  to,  by  tbe  d 
Grafton,  who  said.  He  nerer  would 
a  motion,  which  implied  something  that 
had  existed  ;  for  that  no  propogitiom 
been  made  and  settled  between  tbe 
and  the  East  India  company  ;  and  w 
already  past  between  them,  bad  been 
way  of  conTersatton,  upon  tbe  riasI 
means  for  an  agreement  between  gon 
and  the  company;  and  a  debateeosninf 
lord  Temple  altered  his  motion,  to  have 
all  the  propositions  which  had  bees 
the  basis  of  an  agreement  between  tbe 
and  the  East  India  company.    And  tbe 
tion  being  put,  was  (I  think)  r^ectei 

Lord  Temple  then  moved,  that  copm 

the  charters  which  had  been  granted  by  bi 

jeity,  or  any  of  his  royal  predecessors^  t< 

East  India  Company,  might  be  laid  ' 

House.    Which  occasioned  fresh  dcbile 

was  in  the  end  (if  I  mistake  not)  anesled 

The  House  then  went  Into  aeommi 
the  Bill;  and  aAer  several  extracts  of 
to  the  East  India  company,  from  tbeir 
in  Bengal,  received  by  the  ship  CrotteDdi 
the  19th  instant,  (which  contained  as  r 
of  some  further  acquisition  and  ad?ao 
the  company),  had  been  read,  tbe  d 
called  upon  the  counsel  to  proceed.  Bet 
Temple  again  got  up,  and  desired,  ' 
Rous  might  be  again  called  in ;  for  at 
in  the  conclusion  of  his  lasif  examinal 
dared,  that  circumstances  might  arise, 
r  might  make  him  alter  the  opinion  be 
held,  with  regard  to  fixing  the  dindeod 
per  cent.,  his  lordship  thought  that  tbe 
which  they  had  then  heard  read,  afford 
matter,  and  brought  a  new  case  before 
and  might  occasion  Mr.  Rous  to  be  of 
ferent  opinion  from  that  he  had  declared 
last  examination. 

This  occasioned  a  very  long  and  wi 
bate ;  and  the  question  l)eing  put,  itea 
division,  and  the  numbers  were,  Cootei 
Not  Content  57.  The  chairman  tbeo 
called  ^ipon  the  counsel  to  proceed.  Bat  i 
ther  motion  was  made,  that,  as  it  was  tb| 
late  (being  past  8  o'clock)  tbe  House  migi 
adjourned  to  an  early  hour  to-morrow;  b 
was  over-ruled.  Tbe  duke  of  Ridnnwid  1 
moved  to  have  several  persons  called 
examination,  who  were  all  proposed 
to  the  House,  and  all  rejected.  1"^^  ,. 
were  then  ordered  to  proceed,  and  accorfil 
began  ;  soon  after  which, 'a  motion  wssd 
to  adjourn,  and  the  House  wss  acconlil 
adjourned  till  to-morrow. — ^Tbe  followiaf  ^ 
the  principal  8peakers  for  snd  sgaiosl 
Rons's  being  called  in : 
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for  both  Hoinea  and  the  counsel  agaiiut 

\)ie  Bill;   thinks  that  the  said  accounts 

loay  be  made  out  in  two  or  three  days ; 

bu^  for  greater  certainty,  refers  to  the 

tccomptant  general ;    that  it   could  not 

properly  be  oiade  out  till  the  Cruttenden 

imVed ;   and  that  no  conclusions  can  be 

dnwn  from   the   accompts   before    the 

Hoa«e." 

The  same  was  agreed  to ;   and  ordered 
Qccordiogly. 

The  House  being  moved,  **  That  the 
court  oC  directors  do  forthwith  prepare, 
and  that  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before 
this  Hotoe,  an  estimate  of  all  the  monies 
that  isaj  probably  be  received,  both  in 
Greai  Britain  and  India,  and  the  payment 
\ht  ought  to  be  issued,  from  this  time  to 
iht  usaal  day  of  paying  the  Christmas 
diVideDd." 

Mr.  Rous  was  again  called  in ;    and 
heiDg  examined  in  relation  to  the  said  esti- 
mate acquainted  the  House,  **  That  he 
canoot  tell  what  time  this  accompt  may 
take  copying ;   that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
be  laid  before  the  proprietors ;    that  the 
directors  thought  it  necessary  to  make  up 
a  cash-accompt  of  what  they  may  receive 
and  pay  at  Midsummer,  that  it  might  be 
laid  before  the  proprietors,  in  order  to 
stem  the  tide  against  raising  the  dividend, 
ind  to  shew  thev  could  not  with  propriety 
io  it ;  tliat  he  thinks  a  calculation  may  be 
Quade  of  what  the  Company  may  receive 
iiere ;    but  thinks  it  will  be  very  difficult 
to  make  any  calculation  of  what  may  be 
received  in  India ;    that  th^  receipts  and 
payments  in  India  to  Christmas  next  is  of 
ao  use  to  determine  the  dividend ;    that 
^  Company  have  no  right  to  declare  a 
^^nd  upon  their  expectancies  in  India; 
^he  thmks  it  illeeal  to  declare  an  in- 
^^  of  dividend  till  the  Company  have 
paid  their  debts,  but  gives  this  as  matter 
0^  oppion,  not  having  consulted  counsel 
^ut  it ;    that  there  are  always  outstand- 
H  debts  when  a  dividend  is  declared ; 
^  the  dividend  has  formerly  been  re- 
'dced  to  6  per  cent;    that  they  might 
^ibly  draw  upon  the  East  Indies  for 
^QOOL  or  that  they  might  get  it  advanced 


Far. 
^  Tempte.       ^ 
'^ke  of  Richmond. 
^^1  SlaosfieM. 
^ni  V¥ey  month. 
^Mtl  Gower. 
^t6  Suffolk. 
^ml  Lytteltoo. 
^jke  of  Newcastle. 


Agaimt. 
Duke  of  Grafton. 
Lord  Cbancellor. 
Lord  Sbelbame. 
Lord  Townshend. 


here,  but  it  would  be  very  iniprudent; 
that  the  debts  in  India  might  be  paid  out 
of  the  balance  in  favour  of  the  Company 
in  India,  if  there  is  any,  which,  if  &ere 
should,  it  will  add  to  the  general  accompt, 
in  favour  of  the  Company,  to  increase  their 
dividend;  that  they  are  not  to  depend 
entirely  upon  possession,  in  making  their 
dividends,  but  upon  their  ability  to  pay 
their  debts ;  that  he  don't  know  whe&r 
the  accompt  between  Sujah  Dowler  and 
the  Company  was  laid  before  the  proprie* 
tors,  previous  to  the  dividend ;  that  he 
did  not  lay  it  before  them  when  called 
upon  by  Mr.  William  Burke,  when  the 
agreement  with  government  was  in  agita- 
tion,  that  the  dividend  might  take  place  at 
Christmas;  that  he  thinks  the  drawing 
specie  from  Bengal  must  be  venr  prajud^ 
cial  to  that  country ;  and  that  he  cannot 
tell  the  amount  ox  the  debt  in  course  of 
payment  for  the  year  1767.** 

June  25.  The  order  of  the  day  being 
read,  for  the  House  to  be  asain  put 
into  a  Committee  upon  the  Bill,  mtituled, 
**  An  Act  for  regulating  certain  proceed- 
ings of  the  General  Courto  of  the  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  En^md  trad<* 
ing  to  the  East  Indies  :**  The  House  was 
adjourned  during  pleasure,  and  put  into  a 
Committee  upon  the  said  Bill.*  After 
some  time,  the  House  was  resumed. 


*  Hardwickb  Papers.— House  of  Lords, 
June  86, 17()7r  Committee  on  the  Dividend^ 
Bill. 


Against  the  rescinding. 

Lord  Powlet. 

Lord  Temple. 

Dake  of  Newcastle. 

Duke  of  Richmond. 

Lord  Mansfield. 

Contents  -  - 
Not  Contents 


For  the  Clause. 
Duke  of  Grafton. 
Lord  Shelbame. 
Lord  Chancellor. 
Lord  Egmont. 

-  -  59 

-  -  44 


Majority  -  t5 

Remarkable  passages* 

Lord  Ten^le  observed,  that  400,000/.  to  be 
kept  in  reserve,  either  for  an  inerease  of  divU 
deud,  or  other  oocasioDS  of  the  Company,  had 
been  mentioned  by  the  directors  in  their  propo- 
sals, and  therefore  it  seemed  extraordinary, 
that  thev  ahoold  oppose  the  increase  of  divi- 
dend: that  the  profits  of  the  trade  were 
600,000/.,  and  that  the  proprietors  kept  greatly 
within  oompass  by  only  dividing  400,000/. 

Lord  Shiibume  declared  his  opinion  as  to  the 
right  of  the  oublic  to  the  territorial  aoqniaitions; 
and  that  parliament  had  powers  competent  to 
decide  upon  it. 

The  Dake  of  Richmmd  blamed  the  direotors 
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And  the  lord  Botetourt  reported  from 
the  Committee,  **Th9t  they  had  gone 
through  the  B31»  and  direetea  him  to  re« 
port  the  lame  to  the  Home,  without  any 
amendment.''  ' 

Jane  96.  The  Bill  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed.  The  following  is  the  sub- 
stance of  the  arguments  made  use  of  for 
and  against  the  said  Bifl : 

The  advocates  for  the  Bill  seemed  to 
ground  their  motives  on  the  foilowtng 
principles.  To  prevent  the  payment  of  a 
nigher  dividend  than  the  circumstances  of 
the  Compaaj  could  aiferd,  without  endsn* 
gifering  their  credit.  To  regulate  the  divi- 
dend in  such  a  manner,  as  to  put  au  end 
to  the  fluctuation  of  that  stodc.  which, 
if  allowed  to  go  on,  was  not  only  likely  to 
introduce  a  pernicious  spirit  of  gaming, 
but  would  also  tend  to  keep  down  the 
other  stocks,  the  rise  of  Whicn  is  a  great 
means  of  reducing  the  interest  of  the  na- 
tsoMd  debt.  That  no  microachment  might 
be  made  by  any  dividend  of  the  Company, 
upon  the  revenue  of  its  late  territorial  ac« 
quisitions,  so  that  the  claim  of  the  public 
nay  suftr  no  loss,  till  that  affiur  was 
finally  decided. 

On  the  other  side,  the  opposers  to  the 
Bill  shewed,  that  by  the  state  of  the  Com- 
pany's affiurs,  which  were  laid  before  the 
parliament,  it  was  evident  that  they  were 
m  circumstances  able  to  make  a  much 
greater  increase  of  dividend,  without  in 
any  degree  a&cting  their  credit;  as  it 

for  not  making  a  sale  of  teas  io  Mafcb  (as 
usual),  that  they  roiffht  not  appear  to  lie  io 
cash ;  biit  he  coDteDoed,  that  di? idends  were 
never  made  from  a  cash  acoouDt, 

The  Lord  CkanulloTf  besides  runniog  down 
and  depreciating  the  companjf's  circumstances, 
declare^  himself  against  the  agreement,  as  a 
bargain  made  in  the  dark:  that  his  opinion 
went  not  with  it^  and  that  be  would  not  con- 
sider it  as  an  agreement,  till  it  was  a  law. — 
Illegality  of  the  coropaDjr's  bond  debt. 

Lord  MamfiM  treated  this  olause  aa  an  ex- 
ertion of  absolute  power— (of  wbieh  there  was 
no  preeedent)-*  to  set  aside  a  le|^l  act  of  pri- 
vale  men  legally  empoweMd  to  dispose  of  their 
own  property :  that  m  so  doing  the  ppsprietors 
had  neither  violated  the  general  priociples  of 
justice,  nor  the  bye- laws  of  the  company  :— 
were  amply  in  cirenmotaaocs  to  aAird  13}  per 
cent— JSkock-jobbittg  promoted  by  the  Bill- 
People  would  pretend  to  have  oonneetbns  with 
the  rotstresoes  of  great  men,  and  make  sudden 
Blartaand  revolutions  in  the  Alley. 

Lord  Egmont  was  strongly  for  the  right  of 
the  public,  and  parliamsnisry^  exertion^ 


appeared  that  they  had  eiBcts  not 
amply  suficient  to  discharge  etery 
demand,   but  that,  after  even  re 
their  capitd,  aprodigtoussurplaswo 
remain;  and  that  a  doubt  of  their 
able  to  divide  80,000^  among  thei 
when  they  were  aHowed  to  I&  in 
stances  to  pay  the  government 
a  year,  could  scarcely  deserve  a 
considerasion. 

It  was  said,  that  if  a  Bill  for 
ing  the  future  dividend  of  the 
were  proper,  upon  the  ideas  of  fixiitti 
preventing  a  fluctuation  in  the  pnot 
Its  stock,  that  end  required  only  thUI 
dividend  shotild  be  fixed,  without  njrj 
gard  to  the  quantum  of  it,  and  n^i 
as  well  attained  by  a  dividend  of  If 
of  10  per  cent.    That  this  is  softrl 
being  any  part  of  the  real  purpcKof  i 
present   Bill,   that  the  short  period 
which  the  restriction  is  confines, 
but  increase  instead  of  preveotiog 
flnctufltion;    and   encoun^  imteMJ 
checking  the  infamous  practiceB  of 
Allev.     For  that  the  passions  of  i 
would   be   warmly  agitated  doring 
summer,  in  speculating  on  the  orob ' 
of  this  restriction  being  sufferecl  toi 
on  the  opening  of  the  next  sesiion,  or  i 
its  being  faruier  continued.    That  ' 
profMisal  made  by  the  Company,  of  i 
nutting  to  a  restnction  of  dividend  ofl 
per  cent,  during  the  temporary  agre 
would  have  obviated  all  those  miscbi 
and  secured  every  good  end  which 
have  been  proposed,  but  cannot  be 
tained  by  tne  present  Bill ;  with  tlu 
ditional  advantage,  that  as  it  would " 
been  done  with  their  consent,  it  ^ 
have  been  liable  to  no  objection  of 
tice  or  violence. 

That  the  arguments  which  hsd 
made  use  of,  on  a  supposition  thflt 
right  to  the  territorial  acquisitiomiAi 
iSst  Indies  vras  not  lodged  in  the  0' 
pany,  but  in  the  public,  if  admitted  tf 
of  the  grounds  of  the  Bill,  was  a  prece< 
of  the  most  dangerous  nature ;  foe 
Company  being  in  possession,  and  no  < 
against  mem  being  so  much  as  made,  i 
less  established,  it  would  be  highly 
gerous  to  the  property  of  the  sub}^  *j 
extremely  unbecoming  the  justice  sn<l  fl| 
nity  of  parliament,  by  extrajudicial  (J^ 
nions^  to  call  into  question  the  legality  0 
such  a  possession. 

Many  other  objections  were  n*^  * 
well  to  the  form  of  this  Bill,  as  to  W 
prindples  on  whidi  it  was  fouDded^  tf^ 
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ic  «OD8eqttenoe9  that  might  at- 

\kf  were  placed  in  aatroag  point  of 

*    AmoD^  the  rest  it  was  observed, 

J  t  legiabiive  interposition  controuling 

ijmdend  of  a  leading  oompany,  which 

'  teen  legallF  voted  and  dedared  by 

to  whom  tae  power  df  doing  it  was 

sdy  and  to  whom  there  was  nogroond 

ite  an  abuse  of  that  power,  who  had 

k  mon^  to  the  pidilic  upon  the 

fllipukition  that  they  mig^OKer- 

thrir  discretion  with  vegard  to  the 

provided  that  their  .effects,  un* 

were  suiBcient  to  answer  their 

,  jas  altogether  without  example. 

asit  tended  to  lessen  the  id^  of  Uiat 

independence  of  thepower 

relate,  which  -hadioduoedail  Europe 

deposit  their  money  in  the  funds  of 

Britain,  the  precedent  maybe  at- 

with  the  most  £ital  consequences 

^jmlilic  credit. 

AH  these   seMons,   and  many  others 

ich  were  given,  proved  entirely  ineffeo- 

the  Bil]  was  carried  through  a  great 

'don  in  both  Houses ;  in  the  upper 

SB  lords  voted  for  it,  and  44  against 

;#Dd  a  strong  andj^^rvous  protest  was 

*  i^gainst  it,  signed  by  19  lords. 

Praieti  against  passiftg  the  East  India 
's  Dividends  Bm.-]  ThefoUowing 
copy  of  the  said  Protest : 

*^  Dissentient 
I.  **  Because  the  Bill,  containing  in 
ce  nothing  but  .matter  of^  future 
ion,  is  so  contrived  as  to  operate 
ively,  and  rescind  a  dividend 
ly  dediued  by  a  general  court  of 
Sast  India  Company,  on  the  sixth  of 
last,  of  6  ^  per  cent,  for  the  half  year 
at  Christmas  next  This  was,  in 
saf|ament,  avowed  to  be  the  principal 
-H  of  the  Bill ;  though  the  Bill  itself 
not  even  meption  that  act,  or  su^^ 
re  ion  for  rescinding  it :  and  we  con- 
ey that  if  themeasure  had  been  sub- 
ly  right,  yet  this  manner  of  doing 
k  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  parliament, 
should  in  all  cases  go  openly  and 
iy  to  its  object* 
2l  **  BecaoseUiis  measure  appean. to  us 
be  as  ezceptioDaUe  in  the  substance  as 
the  &rm,  oeing  an  ex  post  faeto  law, 
>Ncindinff  a  legal  act  of  the  Company  in  the 
MMif  it?Znni<m  of er  itTo^  pro. 
^cty,  nowithstanding  their  application 
^m1  earnest  inlreatles  to  the  contrary, 
^ihoQt  qeoessitgr  ^er  ooeasioa,  ^rom  any 
^VOU  XV1.3      • 


Bm.      A.  D.  1767.  [8M 

consideration  of  piivitfe  •  justice  or  public 
utility. 

S*  '*  Because,  considering  the  East  In^ 
dia  Company  as  a  national  object,  and  the 
members  of  it  as  bound  to  attend  to  the 
interest  of  the  public,  as  well  as  their 
own,  the  dividend  they  bad  voted,  an4 
whidi  is  by  this  Bill  to  be  -xescibded, 
appears  to  be  liable  to  no  objection; 
for  the  only  legal  restriction  on  the  Comr 
pany's  power  to  divide,  is,  that  the  £uni 
total  or  all  the  debts  which  they  shaM 
owe,  do  not  exceed  the  value  of  the  prior 
cipal  or  capital  stock  or  stocks,  which  shall 
be  and  remain  undivided ;  and  it  appeam 
by  the  .dearest  evidence,  that  the  Ccvn- 
pany's  eileots  are  amply  jsuiHcient,  not 
only  to  discharge. every  just  demand,  .but 
that  after  even  repaying  their  oapitd^ 
there  will  remain  a  veiy  great  surplus. 

4.  **  Because  it  appears  also  to  us,  tha^ 
Ae  dividend  dedai^.on  the  6th  of  May 
is  expedient ;  for  the  dividend  .being  ia 
fiu^t  Uie  only  medium  whereby  to  fix  and 
compute  theprioeof  thestock,as  between 
buyer  and  sdler,  justice  to  both  requires 
such  a  dividend  as  will  fix  .that  price  as 
near  as  may  be  to  the  real  lalue  of  the  di- 
vidend; 12  A  is  in  that  resp^  preferable 
to  a  dividend  of  10  per  cent,  to  whidi  this 
Bill  has  arbitrarily  restrained.it. 

5.  **  Because  it  appears  to  us  .to  lumi 
been  a  dividend  regularly  declared,  the 
objections  which  have  .been  made  to  it 
upon  this  head  appearing  to  us  void  of  aH 
foundation.  We  admit,  that  the  court  did 
proceed  without  an  account  actually  hA» 
ibie  them,  but  the  want  of  this  account^ 
so  fiiur  as  relates  to  the  property  of  the  di^ 
vidend,  a{^pear8  to  have  been  sufficiently 
supplied.  The  directors  .in  their  nego^ 
ciations  with  the  government,  and  their 
declarations  at  former  courts,  had  them« 
selves  propoied  such  a  divid^id,  and  ao» 
Imowledged  the  ability  of  the  company 
to  make  it.  The  proprietors,  by  these 
and  other  means,  had  full  reason  to  he 
satisfied  of  that  ability.  And  the 
account  now  produced,  examined  and 
proved,  does  fully  warrant  their  proceeds 
mps,  and  verify  the  ideas,  they  then  entecp 
tamed  and  acted  on. 

6.  **  Because  the  dividend  appears  to 
have  been  voted  by  a  very  numerous 
court,  and  so  nearly  unanimous,  that  ne 
ballot  was  taken,  because  none  was  d^ 
manded:  and  no  ballot  was  demanded^ 
because  there  was  not  a  competent  num* 
her  of  proprietors  who  disapproved  the 
measure;  and  tM>ghf  f^  "^^  reason^ 

[«A] 
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And  the  lord  Botetourt  refKMrted  from 
the  Committee,  *<That  thev  had  gone 
thnrogh  the  BQl,  fend  direeted  him  to  re« 
port  the  nme  to  the  Hooee,  without  any 
amendment." 

June  26.  The  Bill  was  read  a  third 
time  and  paned.  ThefoUowingis  thesub- 
•tance  of  the  arguments  made  use  of  for 
and  against  ^e  said  Biil : 

The  advocates  for  the  Bill  seemed  to 
ground  their  motives  on  the  following 
principles.  To  prevent  the  payment  of  a 
ntgher  diWdend  than  the  circumstances  of 
the  Company  could  aiferd,  without  endsn* 
spring  their  credit.  To  regulate  the  divi- 
dend in  such  a  manner,  as  to  put  an  end 
to  the  fluctuation  of  that  stock,  which, 
if  allowed  to  go  on,  was  not  only  likel|r  to 
introduce  a  pernicious  spirit  or  gammg, 
but  woidd  also  tend  to  keep  down  the 
other  stocks,  the  rise  of  Whkin  is  a  great 
means  of  reducing  the  interest  of  the  na- 
tionnl  debt.  That  no  encroachment  might 
be  made  by  any  dividend  of  the  Company, 
upon  the  revenue  of  its  late  territorial  ac- 
quisitions, so  that  the  claim  of  the  public 
nay  suffer  no  loss,  till  that  affiur  was 
inalty  dedded. 

On  the  other  side,  the  opposers  to  the 
Bill  shewed,  that  by  the  state  of  the  Com- 
pany's affiurs,  which  were  laid  before  the 
parliament,  it  was  evident  that  they  were 
m  circumstances  able  to  make  a  much 
greater  increase  of  dividend,  without  in 
any  d^ee  a&cting  their  credit;  as  it 

for  not  making  a  sale  of  teas  in  Mafcb  (as 
usual),  that  they  roiffht  not  appear  to  be  in 
cash ;  biit  he  coDteDoed,  that  di? idends  were 
ne? er  made  from  a  cash  account. 

The  Lord  Ckancellor^  besides  ronoiog  down 
and  depreciatioff  the  company's  circumstances, 
declare^  himself  against  the  agreement,  as  a 
bargain  made  in  the  dark:  that  his  opinion 
went  not  with  it^  and  that  be  would  not  con- 
sider it  as  an  agreement,  till  it  was  a  law.— 
likgality  of  the  company's  bond  debt. 

Lord  Mansfieid  treated  tins  clause  an  an  ex- 
ertion of  absolute  power-*(of  which  them  was 
no  preeedeot)—  to  set  aside  a  lej^l  act  of  pri* 
vale  men  legally  empowesed  to  dispoae  of  tnrir 
own  property :  that  m  so  doing  the  ppsprietois 
had  neither  violated  the  general  principles  of 
jttstioe,  nor  the  bye- laws  of  the  company  :— 
wete  amply  in  circnmotanocs  to  aAird  12^  per 
cent.— i^kock-jobbing  proasetcd  by  the  Bill- 
People  would  pietend  to  have  oonneetions  with 
the  mistresses  of  great  men,  and  mako  sudden 
starts  and  retolntioos  in  the  Alley. 

Lord  Egmont  was  strongly  for  the  light  of 
the  public,  and  parliamsaisry'  eisrtisu» 


appeared  that  they  had  eteets  not  onl^ 
amply  suficient  to  discharge  every  jast 
demand,  but  that,  after  even  repavioc 
their  capitd,  aprodigioussurploswoalds^ 
remain;  and  that  a  doubt  of  their  being 
able  to  divide  80,000^  among  thensehes, 
when  they  were  aHowed  to  be  in  circum' 
stances  to  pay  the  government  400,000^ 
a  year,  could  scarcely  deserve  a  serioiu 
consideration. 

It  was  said,  that  if  a  Bill  for  restrab 
ing  the  future  dividend  of  the  CompaDj 
were  proper,  upoft  the  ideas  of  fixing  and 
preventing  a  fluctuation  in  the  pnce  oi 
Its  stock,  that  end  required  only  that  the 
d^idend  should  be  fixed,  without  any  re 
gard  to  the  quantum  of  it,  and  may  b< 
as  well  attained  by  a  dividend  of  lS|ft 
of  10  per  cent.  That  this  is  so  far  frool 
being  any  part  of  the  real  purpose  of  the 
present  Bui,  that  the  short  period  u 
which  the  restriction  is  confined,  canno 
but  increase  instead  of  preventing  thd 
fluctuation;  and  encoun^  instead  oi 
checking  the  infamous  practices  of  tlx 
Allev.  For  that  the  passions  of  mei 
would  be  warmly  agitated  during  tlM 
somlmer,  in  speculating  on  the  probabilHj 
of  this  restriction  being  suffered  toexpin 
on  the  opening  of  the  next  seacion,  or  o 
its  being  faruier  continued.  That  tb 
proposal  made  bv  the  Company,  of  m 
mitting  to  a  restnotion  of  dividend  of  \i 
per  cent,  during  the  temporary  agreemeol 
would  have  obviated  all  those  miscbiel! 
and  secured  every  good  end  which  niigt 
have  been  proposed,  but  cannot  be  ai 
tained  by  tne  present  Bill ;  with  this « 
ditional  advantage,  that  as  it  would  hai 
been  done  vrith  their  consent,  it  wool 
have  been  liable  to  no  objection  of  v(fl 
tice  or  violenoe. 

That  the  arguments  which  had  be< 
made  use  of,  on  a  supposition  that  ti 
right  to  the  territorial  acquisitions  in  tl 
iSst  Indies  vras  not  lodged  in  the  Coi 
pany,  but  in  the  public,  if  admitted  as  o 
of  the  grounds  of  the  Bill,  was  a  precede 
of  the  most  dangerous  nature ;  for  t 
Companv  being  in  possession,  and  no  clai 
against  mem  being  so  much  as  made,  mu 
less  established,  it  would  be  highly  da 
gerous  to  the  property  of  the  subject,  a 
extremely  unbecoming  the  justice  and  di 
nity  of  parliament,  by  extrajudicial  0| 
nions^  to  call  into  question  the  legality 
such  a  possession. 

Many  other  objections  were  made 
well  to  the  form  of  this  BiH,  as  to  t 
principles  on  which  it  was  founded;  ai 
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the  imbaUc  oonsraienoes  tbat  might  at* 

tend  it,  were  placed  in  a  strong  point  of 

tiew.    Ainon^  the  rest  it  was  observed, 

tbat  a  kgialaUve  interpoBitioa  conCreuIinff 

the  dividend  of  a  tending  oompanVy  which 

bad  been  fegallv  voted  and  dedared  by 

those  to  whom  tae  power  df  doing  it  was 

iotrustedy  and  to  whom  there  was  norroond 

to  inmnte  an  abuse  of  that  power,  who  had 

lent  their  monejr  to  the  pidilic  upon  the 

capraii  slipulauon  that  they  mig^  exer*^ 

cue  their  discretion  with  vegard  to  the 

dindesis.  provided  that  their  .el&cts,  un- 

^mUf  were  suiBcient  to  answer  their 

deba^  was  altogether  without  example. 

Zbic,  asit  tended  to  lessen  the  idea  of  that 

ncnitf  sod  independence  of  thejpower 

sfifae  slate,  which  hadinduoed  all  £«iirope 

to  deposit  their  money  in  the  funds  of 

Gfcst  Britain,  the  precedent  may  be  at* 

tended  with  the  most  Atai  consequences 

to  public  credit. 

AH  these  seasons,  and  many  others 
vhioh  were  given,  proved  entirely  ineffec* 
toal;  the  Bill  was  carried  through  a  great 
opposition  in  both  Houses ;  in  the  upper 
Hone  59  lords  voted  for  it,  and  44  against 
it.'fSod  a  strong  and^Jisrvous  protest  was 
estered  sgainst  it,  signed  by  19  lords. 

Proiest  against  passing  the  East  India 
Om^nfs  Dividends  Bm'}  The  following 
iia  copy  of  the  said  Protest : 

**  Dissentient 

1.  **  Because  the  Bill,  containing  in 
ippearance  nothing  but  .matter  of^  future 
tegolation,  is  so  contrived  as  to  operate 
retrospectively,  and  rescind  a  dividend 
actaaUy  declared  by  a  general  couit  of 
dke'Esist  India  Company,  on  the  sixth  of 
Msf  lsst,.of  6  i  per  cent.*  for  the  half  year 
es^  at  Christmas  next  This  was,  in 
tiiesigufflent,  avowed  to  be  the  principal 
ol^eot  of  the  Bill ;  though  the  Bill  itself 
does  not  even  meistion  that  act,  or  suggest 
sny  reason  for  rescinding  it :  and  we  con* 
oeive,  that  if  the. measure  had  been  sub- 
ttsntislly  right,  yet  this  manner  of  doing 
it,  is  unbecoming  the  digni^  of  parliament, 
which  should  in  all  cases  go  openly  and 
directly  to  its  object* 

2.  **  Becausethis  measure  appears  to  us 
to  be  as  exceptiooaUe  in  the  substance  as 
IB  the  form,  being  an  ex  post  Jaeto  law, 
neicinding  a  legal  act  of  the  Company  in  the 
nersise  of  its  deasinion  over  its  own  pro- 
perty, nowithstanding  their  application 
aod  earnest  intreatias  to  the  contrary, 
iriihout  qeopaHty  *0t  ocaaAmp  fccm  any 
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consideration  of  privi^  •  justice  or  public 
utility. 

S«  ^  Because,  considermgthe  East  In^ 
dia  Company  as  a  national  object,  and  the 
members  of  it  as  bound  to  attend  to  the 
interest  of  the  public,  as  well  as  their 
own,  the  dividend  they  bad  voted,  an4 
which  is  by  this  Bill  to  be  -xescibded, 
appears  to  be  liable  to  no  objection; 
for  the  only  legal  restriction  on  the  Comr 
panv's  power  to  divide,  is,  that  the  sum 
total  or  all  the  debts  which  they  shal 
owe,  do  not  exceed  the  value  of  the  prior 
cipal  or  capital  stock  or  stocks^  which  shall 
be  and  remain  undivided ;  and  it  appearn 
by  the  clearest  evidence,  that  the  Com* 
pany's  eiieots  are  ampl^  JulGcient,  not 
only  to  discharge. every  just  demand,  tbut 
that  after  even  repaying  their  aspitdy 
there  will  remain  a  veny  great  surplus. 

4.  **  Because  it  appears  also  to  us,  tha^ 
the  dividend  dedai^.oo  the  6th  of  May 
is  expedient ;  for  the  dividend  .being  ia 
&ct  Uie  only  medium  whereby  to  fix  and 
compute  tbe<prioeof  thestock>as  between 
buyer  and  sdler,  justice  to  both  requires 
such  a  dividend  as  will  fix  .that  price  as 
near  as  may  -be  to  the  real  value  ot.  the  di- 
vidend; 12  A  b  in  that  respqct  praferaUa 
to  a  dividend  of  10  per  cent..to  whidb  this 
Bill  has  arbitrarily  restrained.it. 

5.  **  Because  it  appeaia  to  us  .to  have 
been  a  dividend  regularly  declared,  the 
objections  which  have  .been  made  to  it 
upon  this  head  appearing  to  us  void  of  aH 
foundation.  Wa  admit,  that  the  court  did 
proceed  without  an  account  actually  bA» 
«>re  thans,  but  the  want  of  this  account^ 
so  figures  iWtes  to  the  pooperty  of  the  di* 
vidend,  shears  to  have  been  sufficiently 
supplied.  The  directors  .in  their  nego^ 
ciattons  with  the  government,  and  their 
declarations  at  former  oourts,  had  them« 
selves  proposed  such  a  dividcoid,  and  ao» 
lomwledged  die  ability  of  >the  company 
to  make  it.  The  proprietors,  by  these 
and  other  means,  had  full  reason  to  he 
satisfied  of  that  ability.  And  the 
account  now  produced,  examined  and 
proved,  does  fuilv  warrant  their  proceeds 
mps,  and  verify  the  ideas,  they  then  enter* 
tamed  and  acted  on. 

6.  **  Because  the  dividend  appears  te 
have  been  voted  by  a  very  numerous 
court,  and  so  nearly  unanimous,  that  no 
ballot  was  taken,  because  none  was  d^ 
mended:  and  no  ballot  was  demanded^ 
because  there  was  not  a  competent  num* 
her  of  proprietors  who  disapproved  the 
Bseasure;  and  tM>ghf  f^  ^^  reason^ 
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them^ves  patrons  and  friends  to  the  Kll, 
had  examined  two  witnesses,  and  said, 
they  were  satisfied  with  their  examination^ 
>  6ther  lorda  were  not  permitted  to  cati  in 
any  other  witnesses,  hefore  the  counsel  for 
the  East  India  Coropany,  against  this  Bill, 
were  ordered  to  proceed.  It  was  even 
denied  ta  lords,  to  hring  again  to  the  bar 
the  two  gentlemen  who  Md  been  exfr* 
nined  (Mr.  Rous  and  Mr.  Sarunders,  the 
diairman,  and  deputy  chairman  of  the 
CcAnpany)  althoocn  by  the  arrival  of  the 
ahip  Cruftenden  from  Bengal,  since  their 
examination,  which  brought  a  new  and 
T^ry  particular  account  of  the  flourishing 
state  of  the  Company^s  aflkirs  in  India,  is 
#a8  very  possible  tliose  gentlemen  might 
have  changed  their  epinion ;  their  fsnaer 
evidence  having  been  merely  matter  of 
4>pinion  resulting  from  such  inlbrmation  as 
mey  were  at  that  time  possessed  of:  wit- 
nesses were  dismissed  without  being  heard, 
and  the  BiU  was  passed,  without  waiting 
lor  the  return  of  an  aoeount,  declared  by 
Mr.  Rous  to  be  such,  that  without  it  no 
judgment  of  the  present  state  of  the  aflSurs 
of  the  Company  could  be  formed,  and 
which  had  been  ordered  by  the  House ; 
and  as  the  officers  informed  the  House, 
night  have  been  prepared  in  a  few  dirfs* 
In  this  manner  this  Bill  has  paMed^  Which 
we  are  apprehensive  may  be  found  in  its 
eonsequences  Very  injurious  to  private 
property,  and  alarming  to  public  credit* 
^Signed J — Winchelsea  and  Notting- 
ham, Scarborough,  Trevor,  For- 
tescne,  Richmond,  Dudley  waA 
Ward,  King,  Weymouth,  Gower, 
Fred.  Exon,  Temple,  Pordand, 
Sondes,  Dorset,  Rockingham,  Al- 
bemarle, Eglintoane,  Abergaven- 
.  ny,  Ponsonby.*' 

Proceedings  of  the  Lords  relating  to  an 
Ac$  of  Indemnity  poised  by  the  Chvemor  of 
Mtusflchusets  Bay.*]  May  22.  The  order 

*  Questions  16  he  prop<»8ed  to  the  Judges. 

1st,  "  Whether  that  part  of  an  act  passed  by 
the  governor,  council  ind  assemblv  of  Massa- 
chuset's  Bft V,  which  purports  to  (e  a  free  and 
^neral  pardon,  indemnity  and  oblivion  to  the 
offenders  in  the  late  times,  is  warranted  by  the 
charter  of  king  William  and  queen  Mkry,  or 
null  and  void  ? 

Snd,  «  Wttetber  separate  provisioos  relative 
to  distinct  matters  unconnected  with,  and  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  made  and  passed  by  the 
said  governor,  cotmcil  and  assembly  in  one  act, 
are  several  laws,  so  as  that  one  provision  may 
be  void  if  they  have  exceeded  their  authority, 
and  another  remain  a  good  and  valid  hiw  f" 


of  theddy  bmg  read,  finr  takibtintscQi 
sideration  the  several  Fnpers  uid  betM 
the  House  on  Mond^  laat,  rdatiag  to  H 
proeeedings  of  the  committee  of  eamt 
upon  the  Act  passed  by  Uie  goven^ 
council,  and  assembly,  of  MassacbSMJ 
Bay,  pursuant  to  an'  Address  to  faitM 
jesty;  and  finr  the  Judges taatceml: 

Ordered,  Thai  the  House  be  pat  ioMi 
committee,  to  censidM  of  the  saai  papii 
and  that  the  j^apers  which  were  luaheH 
this  House  tfaisr  day  be  referred  to  the  si 
committee. 

Whereupon,  the  Homo  was  wSygm^ 
daring  pleasure,  sind  pat  ineo  aeooumli 
accordingly.  After  soum  time,  the  Hari 
was  resumed.  i 

Ordered,  That  tbt  furtlwr  coMfdai 
tion  of  the  said  papers  be  adjoonsill 
Tu^day  next ;  and  that  the  Lordibeiai 
noned;  and  that  the  Jdd^  do  te  d 
tend. 

May  26.  The  order  of  tfaedav  M| 
read,  for  taking  into  farther  condotrtfii 
the  several  Papers  Udd  before  the  Hoail 
by  his  Majesty's  comnmiid,  relalisg  Is  i 
Act  passed  by  the  gevemor,  eouDal»  al 
assembly,  of  Masaachusets  Bays  It^ 
moved,  **  That  the  Hoase  be  pot  '^^ 
committee/'*    The  same  was  sgreri 

*  HianwicKB  PAraBS.<^Ma5  9$, 
Cemmittse  of  the  whole  Hsose. 

Lord  Gower  moved  the  Snd  Qoertkw  H^ 
Judges.  < 

DukeofGrafloB.  ^ 

Lord  Gower.  ] 

Lord  Hitlsborougfi* 

Lord  Mans6eld. 

Lord  Gamdea,  Gbanoellor. 

Lord  Lyttekoo.  ^  _| 

Lord  I>enbigb— called  to  order  jy  »gg 
lords  for  his  rude  treatment  ef  loni  UmmHI 
narrowly  escaped  being  called  to  the  bar. 
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Lord  Gower  thea  moved,  that  thecoiBOHj|f 
should  resolve.  That  the  Acl  of  liide0oir;JJ| 
no  operation  or  effect  from  the  time  of  pfgf 
it,  the  governor,  council  and  asiemWy  <>f '5 
sacbusets  having  no  aofhority  (*(*^j-f 
previous  consent  of  ihe  erowa)  to  frtiw"» 
such  set.  ^1^1 

Duke  of  GraAon  Ineved  the  ptevfosi  v^ 
tion. 

Lord  Sandwich. 

Lord  Talbot 

Lord  Shelbnme. 

Duke  of  Bedford. 

Lord  Marchmont. 

Oake  of  Newcastle. 


Seiohaion  ff  ike  Lord$  rOaiing  i0  the 
8i^e  of  QHeSgeJ^']  JuM  2.  The  anier 
•f  tbe  day  beiog  resd,  far  liUog  imd  cen- 
fycratjoa  the  PaMf»  laid  More  the 
House  on  Wedneaoejr  leily  relating  to  the 
Sttte  of  Quebec : 
Moved,  •*  That  the  House  be  pat  uito 

a  Comnttee/' 
Aooordbgly,  the  House  was  adjourned 

darii^  pleaaore.  and  put  inio  a  conniitlee 

tknopon.    After  some  tiaiey  the  House 


And  the  lord  Botetoart  reported  froni 
Ae  coa»nttee»  llM  they  had  come  to 
the  Mlovring  Besdution : 

**  That  it  appears  to  diis  committee, 
that  the  prorince  of  Quebec,  for  a  consi* 
decable  time  past,  has  wanted,  and  does 


Lord  Temple. 
CoBlffBts  ftr  the  main  Qnestion  •  •  •  6a 
Hot  Gertsats   ••  ••-••••--  e£ 

Then  the  Hoose  betag  rssomed,  loid  Bote- 
tourt moved  a  qucstioD  of  Approbation  of  tbs 
prfry  cooDciPs  maooer  of  rejectingthis  Bill ; 
whieh  being  objected  to  by  lord  Weymouth 
and  other  kmis,  the  doke^of  Grafton  desired  it 
might  be  withdrawn,  which  was  aficordtogly 
agreed  to  by  the  morer. 

*  From  the  Habdwickb  PAmas.— Jaae  S, 
1767.    Dnke  of  Richmond  moves  the  Resolu* 
sad  Address  upon  the  Affairs  of  Canada. 

Speaken. 


IaA  Northiogtoo. 

Bilks  of  B«dfbrd. 

Bake  of  Grafton. 

Boie  of  Richmond. 

Bake  of  Grafton. 
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Lord  Hardwicke. 
Lord  Sbelbvme. 
Lord  Rsrensworth. 
Lord  Cbancdlor. 
Lord  Weymouth* 

—  rs 
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Msjority  •  •  •  12 

Hoose  resumed* 

Fiiat  nosslion  reported  and  agreed  to. 

Bnke  of  Richmond  mored  the  Address. 

Bake  of  Grafton  moved  to  adjoom. 

Lord  Temple  for  the  Addren. 

Lord  Denoigb; 

Lord  Gower. 

Ai^reed  to  adjoom,  and  that  the  Addram 
aigbt  be  proposed  after  the  hotydays. 

ft  was  not  expected,  that  the  majority  woold 
bare  heea  so  large ;  tiiit  the  eoort  had  exeiled 
thsflsaslf^iio draw  thair  Strength  together. 


BOW 
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And  dmr  House  waa  adjourned  darinjg 
pleasure,  and  put  into  a  comaaittee  there* 
Bpon.  After  sometime,  the  House  was 
lesamed.  Moved,  <*  To^adjanm/'  Agreed 

10. 
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d  in  need  of,  further  reguktioai 
and  provisioas^  idatiiig  to  ita  cirif  gorein^ 


meat  and  rdSgioaa  establishmeat.' 

And  the  same«  beinff  read  by  the  derk^ 
waa  agreed  to  by  the  House. 


JMatein  the  Cemmons  tmreducif^fke 
LPttd  Tax."}  When  the  Land  Tax  waa 
proposed  ia  d^e  Cominittee  of  Ways  and 
Meaas  by  Mr.  Charles  Townshend,  it  was 
for  if.  m  the  pound.  He  contended,  that 
in  order  to  twe  off  some  of  that  weight 
whidi  pressed  the  public  fnndl,  and  to 
give  room  for  the  most  brilfiant  operation 
of  financCf  which  this  country  ever  saw, 
it  was  necessary  that  4r.  should  be  paid 
for  one  year  longer,  to  give  us  dignity 
Afoadt  stabQity  at  home,  and  to  enable  aa 
to  enter  with  advantage  into  any  futora 
war.  The  country  gentlemen  were  sur« 
prised,  that  he  should  imagine  even  hii 
eloqnence  capd>Ie  of  ^rsoading  *  them, 
that  a  debt  of  about  five  miilions  conld  be 
canceiled,  public  credit  restored,  our  fleeta 
and  armies  equipped  and  victualled,  by 
the  addition  of  SOOfiOOL  for  one  year, 
which  is  the  produce  of  one  shilling  in  the 
poand  Lano  Tax.  Bat  in  taking  thia 
ground,  he  did  not  so  much  consult  the 
propriety  of  his  present  argument  as  Bis 
aeneral  reputation,  and  was  wisely  unwiU 
Sng  to  stand  forth  Ihe  avowed  patron  of  a 
perpetual  burthen.  The  new  and  less  con- 
siderable supporters  of  administration  had 
less  hesitation  and  prudence ;  they  endea- 
voured to  support  the  opinion,  by  avow« 
ing  principles  which  concluded  for  a  per- 
petual Land  Tax  at  4f.  at  least.  It  is  true 
Dv  this,  that  they  abandoned  and  betrajed 
the  first  speaker,  and  alienated  the  miada 
of  many  indiilerent  men  by  the  roundnese 
of  their  declarations ;  and  actually  lost  the 
end  they  proposed.  They  contended  that 
the  Land  Tax,  instead  of  being  considered 
as  an  annual  supply  for  the  service  of  the 
current  year,  ought  to  be  a  perpetual  fund 
for  the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  and 
that  till  this  was  reduced  to  about  70  miir 
lions,  the  Land  Tax  could  not,  with  pro- 
prietVf  be  lessened. 

All  these  sentiments  were  answered  in 
the  course  of  the  Debate:  to  those  whose 
arguments  concluded  for  the  perpetuit^r  of 
a  four-shilling  Jj&nd  Tax,  it  was  repbed, 
that  this  tax  was  first  proposed  for  other 

Surposes,  and  submitted  to  in  other  confi- 
snce ;  a  confidence  which,  for  near  foarw 
score  years,  had  never  bpen  abused ;  that 
to  continue  the  imposition  at  its  present 
height  during  the  tone  of  peace,  io  order 
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to  discbarge  the  public  debt,  was  the  most 
direct  breach  of  this  faith,  and,  in  fact,  a 
new  and  unprecedented  tax  imposed  for  new 
purposes ;  and  that  this  new  imposition  of 
a  tax  so  unequally  laid,  doubled  the  injus- 
tice, by  oppressing  a  set  of  men,  whose 
patient  acquiescence  m  the  time  of  neces- 
sity, merited  the  earliest  relief  from  the 
state.  In  answer  to  those  who  rested  the 
success  of  the  measures  of  the  year,  and 
the  reduction  of  the  public  debt,  upon 
continuing  the  larger  sum  this  year,  it 
was  replied,  that  it  was  an  imposition  on 
the  public  understanding,  to  attempt  to 

Sersuade  men  Uiat  the  safety  of  this  xing- 
om  depended  on  an  addition  of  500,000^. 
to  a  supply  already  much  too  large  for  the 
peace  establishment  of  this  country,  and 
more  than  adequate  to  the  real  necessities 
pf  the  state,  though  nothing  can  be  ade- 
quate to  the . profusion  of  its  ministers: 
tnat  this  additional  burden  was  the  more 
unnecessary,  as  the  unfunded  debt  which 
had  so  long  lain  heavy  upon  the  stocks 
was  now  unprovided  for ;  but,  that  admit- 
ting the  necessity  of  it,  it  would  be  more 


just  and  equally  feasible  to  borrow  the 
sum  of  500,000^  , 

And  Mr.  Grenville,  who  spoke  with 
much  weight  on  the  subject,  undertook  to 
point  out  more  than  one  method  by  whidt 
the  interest  of  that  sum,  amounting  only  atl 
three  and  a  half  per  cent,  to  17,500/.  might 
be  raised,  without  laying  any  sensible  bur* 
den  upon  the  subject.  He  thereforti 
moved  in  the  committee  an  amendineDL 
that  instead  of  four  shillings,  there  shodl 
be  substituted  three  shillings.  And  Mr. 
Dowdeswell  seconded  the  motion.  Whd 
the  House  divided,  the  numbers  were,  Foi 
4tf.  188,  For  3*.  206.*  . 


*  (t 


it  WM  then,  to  the  grett  sarpriie  aM 
disappoiDtment  of  the  mioisters,  tbttt  a  resoia* 
tioD  passed  the  House,  supportod  by  a  conn* 
derable  majority,  which  redooed  the  laDdltf 
for  the  present  year  to  three  shillings  in  tbi 
pound.  This  was  said  to  have  been  the  fm 
Money  Bill  in  which  any  minister  bad  bets, 
disappointed  since  the  Revolution ;  and  it  v« 
now  looked  upon  as  a  fatal  symptom  of  weak*  i 
ness.  In  this  the  public  was,  however,  mli*| 
taken,  though  appearasces  seemed  stroii|;ljli 
countenance  the  opinion."    Annual  Regiiter. 


Supplies  granted  for  the  Year  1767.]     The  following  are  the  Resolutions  of  tbel 
Committee  of  Supply  during  this  Session : 

November  27, 1766.  £.      «.  '• 

That  16,000  men  be  employed  for  the  sea-service  for  1767,  including  4,887 

marines. 
That  a  som  not  exceeding  4/.  per  man  per  month  be  allowed  for  maintain- 
ing them,  inclndiug  oranance  for  sea-servioe BS2,000  0  0 

January  S6,  1767. 
That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  2,461  invalids,  amounting  to  16,754 
effective  men,  commission  and  non-commission  officers  included,  be  em- 

*  ployed  for  1767. 

For  &fray  ing  the  charge  of  the  said  number  of  land  forces  for  1 767  •  •  •  • 
For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  staff  officers  in  Great  Britain  for  1767 
For  mainlaininff  hts  Majesty's  forces  and  garrisons  in  the  Plantations'and 

Africa,  including  those  in  garrison  at  Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  for  pro- 
visions for  the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland, 
Gibraltar,  the  ceded  islands,  and  Africa,  for  1767 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  British  and 
Irish  establishment,  of  six  regiments  of  foot,  serring  in  the  Isle  of  Man, 
at  Gibraltar,  Minorca,  and  the  ceded  islands,  for  1767 

For  payings  the  pensions  to  the  widows  of  soch  reduced  officers  of  the  land 

•  forces  and  marines,  as  died  upon  the  estaldishment  of  half  pay  b  Great 
Britain,  and  who  were  marned  to  them  before  the  85th  0ec.  1716,  for 


593,980  15   7 
13,393  18    6} 


1767 • 

Upon  account  of  the  redoced  officers  of  the  land  forces  and  marines,  for 
1767 

For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  the  several  officers  and  private 
'  jrentlemen  of  the  two  troops  of  horse  guards,  and  regiment  of  horse  re- 
duced, and  to  the  superannuated  gentlemen  of  the  four  troops  of  horse 
guards,  for  1767    • 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  full  pay  for  165  days,  for  1767,  to  officers  re- 

.  daced,  with  the  tOih  company  of  several  battalions,  reduced  from  ten  to 
nine  companies,  and  who  remained  on  half  pay  at  the  84th  Dec.  1765  •  • 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  service,  for  1767 • 


405,607  S  Hi 

7,801  14  T 

1,536    0  0 

135,899  8  4 

8,103  n  « 

5,633  3  4 

169,600  0  t 


8S5J  SttppUei  graniedjbr  the  Ymit.  A.  D.  1767*  [3G6 

For  Mhmog  the  expence  of  ser? ices  performed  by  the  offiee  of  ordnance, 
for  land  eerTicey  and  not  profided  for  by  parliament^  in  1766  •  •  •  • 


Jamcart  99. 
TiJT  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  incladin|f  half  pay  to  sea  and  marine  offieen,. 

for  1767 

Februart  10. 
Towards  the  buildings,  Tdratldinga,  and  repairs  of  ships  of  war,  in  his  Ma* 
jesty's  yards,  and  other  extra  works,  over  and  above  what  are  proposed  to 

be  done  npon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  and  ordinary,  for  1767 

For  parchasing  a  quantity  of  hemp,  to  replenish  his  Mikjesty's  magazines*  • 

•  •  •       FfifiROART  12.     • 

Forpajng  off  and  discharging  the  exchequer  bills  made  out  by  Tirtae  of 
tbe  let  of  last  session,  c.  15,  and  charged  upon  the  first  aids  to  be  granted 
iiliiBaession    •••• • ,•-•    1,600,000    0    0 

Tooikegood  tohisMijesty,  tbe  like  snm  issued  by  his  orders,  in  pur- 
fmnce  of  the  addpesses  of  this  House ..•••• » 1S,951    2    s 


51,190 

6 

6 

1 

1,384,362 

1 

8 

400,177 

4 

3 

898,144 
30,000 

0 
0 

0 

• 

0 

328,144 

0 

0 

■     I      ■ 


1,812,951     2     2 

PXBRUART  19.  ■    ■  ■     , 

Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expenees  of  his  Majesty's  land  fbroeSy 
tnd  other  serrices  meurred  to  the  8nt  Feb.  1767,  and  not  provided  for 
bjr  parliament    315,917  16    5 

rpoB  account,  towards  defraying  the  charge  of  out  penaMners  of  Cbelaea 
hospital,  for  1767 '• • • • 106,083     2    6 

422,000  18  11 

March  5.  ■     ■         

TbaC  proriatott  be  made  for  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the  militia,  and  for  their 
lobsistence  during  tbe  time  they  shall  be  ab«it  from  home  on  account  of 
the  annual  exercise,  for  1767. 

Marcb  19. 
Vpoa  acoouot,  for  maintaining  and  supporting  the  ciril  establishment  of 

Nora  Scotia  for  1767 ••••  4,866    3    & 

Upon  account  of  fiondry  expenees  for  the  s errice  of  Nora  Scotia,  for  1766, 

not  provided  for  by  parliament    •• .•••.•.••.•.•....  cgi    a    q 

UpoQ  account,  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  ciril  establishment  of 
Georgia,  and  other  incidental  expenees  attending  the  same,  from  the  24th 

Jooe  1766,  to  24th  J  one  1767 •. 3,980    0    0 

DpoQ  account,  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  ciril  establishment  of  East 
Florida,  and  other  incidental  expenees  attending  the  same  from  June  24, 

1766,  to  June  24, 1767 ^ 4,750    0    # 

ffpoa  aeoomit,  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  ciril  establishment  of  West 
FWida,  and  other  incidental  expenees  attending  the  same,  from  June  24, 

1T66,  to  June  24, 1767     •  •  • 

UpoB  aeooant,  for  defraying  the  expence  attending  general  surreys  of  his 

Mojesty's  dominions  in  North  America  for  1767  • 

Upon  acoonnt,  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  ciril  establishment  of  Sene- 
gambia, for  1767  • ..••... -   «.....•. 

March  24.  . 
for  the  msarri^fe  portion  of  the  Qoeen  of  DennuurJc  ••••••# 


4,800  0 

0 

1,601  14 

0 

5,550  0 

0 

26,245  5 

5 

40,000  0 

0 

March  31. 

Towards  carrying4in  an  additk>nal  bnildinj  fbr  a  mere  commodious  passage 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  from  St.  Margaret's- lane,  and  Old  Palace- 
y»rd    .    2,000    0    0 

To  be  employed  in  maintaining  and  supporting  the  British  forts  and  settle- 
ments on  tbe  coast  of  Africa,  tmder  the  direction  of  the  committee  of  - 
mercbaota  trading  to  Africa    ••••••«•••,. • .•••        13,000    0    0 

15,000    0     0 
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T4»ceplMe  to4lie8iokiDgf  Fuud  the  like  luni  issued  thereoat,  to  discbarge 
forfthe  year  ended  tiie  29th  Sept.  1766,  the  aoouities  after  the  rale  of  4/. 
per4)eBt.  attending  such  part  of  the  joint  stock,  established  by  an  act  of 
the  third  of  his  present  Majesty,  in  nespeot  of  oertaki  navy,  Tictualling, 
and  tmnBiiort  bills,  and  ordnaaee  debentures^  as  remained  unredeemed  on 
tbesaid  39th of €leptember 104,506  1110 

To  replace  to  ditto,  the  Uke  son  iMoed  Ibereont,  for  pacing  4be  chaifpes  ef 
management  of  the  nnnuities  nttending  the  said  joint  etook,  /or  one 
year,  ended  the  89th  Sept  1706 1,69«   1 

T«  replace  to  4litto,  the  like  anm  issued  tbereoat,  io  diaohasge  from  Ae  Jl9tb 
Sept  1766,  to  the  S5th  Dec.  following,  the  annuities  attending  such  part 
of  the  aaid  joint  stock,  as  was  redeemed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  made  in 
the  last  -session  -ef  parliament 8,708  17 

To  replace  to  ditto,  the  Uks'Sttm  paki  o«t.of  the  same,  io  oBske  good  lh« 
deficiency  on  the  5tli  Joly,  1766,  of  the  several  rates  and  duties  qj^ 
DffieesJUBdfwasions,  and  opon  bonses,-and  upon  windows  or  lights,  wiuch 
were  made  a  fund,  by  an  aot  of  4be  81st  of  his  Isle  Mi^ssty,  for  fifing 
annuities  in.respeotof  6,000i000/.  bairowed  towards  ^besappAygruHed 

.  foribesei>vieeaf  1758 • ^ i9,660  9 

Ho  replace  40  ditto,  the  like  som  paid  out  of  the  same,  to  make  good  the  de* 
•fimnoy,  an  the  10(th  Oct  1766,  of  the  aetenl  additHmal  duties  on 
wines  imported,  lud  eeriaia  duties  on  cyder  and  perry,  Jrbieb  wena 
made  a  fund  for  paying  annuities  in  respect  of  3,5OO^0OO(.  hoifawed  Id* 
\wards  the  topply  grantedfor  the  serrioeof  1763 18,7fi8  IS  f 

To  make  compensation  to  Dr.  Peter  Swinton,  for  the  daasaf^  dona  .4o  -bis 
testate  in.  the  .city  of  Chester  «t4be  time  of  the  •  late  JlebeUioD,  -by  order  of 

.  4be  offioer  oomiaanding  the  garrison  of  the  said  city* •  •  •  • 700  0  t 

177,920  14  • 

Apiul  18.  ■    Ill 

That  the  remainder  af  the  capital  stock  of  annuities,  atovihe  rate  af  4/.  per 
-  cent  granted  in  respect  of  certain  nary,  victualling,  and  transport.  kil|a» 
|tnd  ordnance  debentures,  delivered  in,  sad  oaaeMed,  pursuant  to  an  act 
made  in  the  third  year  of  bis  ll^iesty's  reign,  be  sadeamedy  wImuI  off« 
,on;theitfth  Dec.  next,  after  •  discharging  (he  intasest  then  payable  in  i^ 
spect  of  the  same. 

in»  eaable  liis  Majesty  *  to  vedeem  and  pav  off  4heaaid  ^remainder*  ••*••••.«    Iy741i?76  10 11 

That  one-iburth  pari  af  the  capital  stock,  of  annnitaesy  aAtr^jtlie  mtoof<4^. 

per  cent  establiBbediby  die  att.of  S^Geo.  8,  c.  IS,  be  ladsaaied,  aad.fsid 

>joff,iOn,llie  dtb  Jan.  neat,  after  diaohargiag  the- intnest  then  payable  iuitt- 

spect  of  the  same. 

To  enable  bis  Majesty  UMndsem,  and  pi^  off  tin  said  ona«lMrtfa*pafft*  •  •  »•.•       876^  0  I 

'Kswards.paying  off  and  disobamagtbe  debt  of  the  ns/ry   « •.- .       800,000  0  i 

To  itaake  good  me  deficiancqr  oAbe  giMla  lor  Ibe.BetfM)^  • 1,891(144  M 

*^,0#6,9IO  «  f 

8fAT'6.  -«■  ■  II      '  '   "^ 

tliMHMcaoDOt,  fyt  enaUmg  the  FoandlingHospiulto  aiaNitaio  and' educate 
such  children  as  wera  reoeifcd>  into  the  same,- oo  or  befoccHlie  85th  M^Mnoh 
">  1790,  f Dsm.  the  31st  Dec.1766  exctusire,-  to  the  81st  Dec.  1767  mckisif  e, 
•aad-thal'the^aid'sum  be  issued  and  paid  as  on  former  occasions     •         98,000  0  9 

|](pon.aoco«at,  for  endbling  the  said  hospital  to  put  out  apprentice  the  said 
ohiMfen,  -so  as  the  said  hospital  do  not  ^e  Mith  any  one  child  moM 
)tban7/. • .••..^. «..»«... •*.........  litno 


Hi 


29,500  0  OJ 


'Mat  19* 

That  the  half  pay  of-tiie  Itentanantoaf  hisMsjestf 'saavyJs  vwqoat  to  the 
nraak  tkaircommisskNiabear,  andthetime  they  faavebeen  in  his  Majesty's 
serrice. 

JVMK  16. 

Upon  aaoount,  towards  satisfying  the  expeooes  incurred  by  the  committee 
xAif  tbeesaMpany  of  merchants  trading  to  Africa,  on  account  of  the  estab*  \ 

iishmsst  of  Senegal,  and  its  dependencies,  after  the  S9ih  Oct.  1765  •  •  •  •         8,500  0  v 


369]  .  Wayi  and  Meant  for  the  Year.  A*  D.  1767.  [370 

For  further  enablioff  his  Majesty  to  defray  the  cootingeiit  ezpences  of  the 
forces  wtnifks  in  North  America • 


Total  of  the  Sapplies  granted  this  Semon- 


2,000     0     0 
5,500     0     0 
8,587,738    0    ^ 


Ways  and  Means^M^  Year  1767-] 
The  fdUowiDg  are  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  during 
this  Session: 

lilov.  27,  1766.  That  the  usual  tempo- 
rary mlt  tax  be  continued  from  the  23d 
of  Jane,  1767,  to  the  24th  of  June,  1768, 

March  2, 1767.    That  S*.  in  the  pound, 
8Dd  DO  more,  be  raised  within  the  space  of 
one  year,  from  the  25th  of  March,  1767, 
upon   lands,    tenements,    hereditaments, 
pensions,  offices  and  personal  estates,  in 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England, 
Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tnreed :  and  that  a  proportionable  cess,  ac- 
cording to  the  9th  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Union,  be  laid  upon  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland.    1,528,568/.  lU. 
llf/. 

March  9.  !•  That  the  charge  of  the 
pay  and  clothing  of  the  militia,  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  for 
one  year,  beginning  the  25th  March, 
1767,  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  aris- 
iog  bj  the  lana-tax  granted  for  the  service 

of  1767. 

2.  That  1,800,000/.  be  raised  by  loans 
or  exchequer  bills,  if  not  discharged  witli 
interest  thereupon,  on  or  before  the  5th 
of  April,  1768,  to  be  exchanged  and  re» 
cehreid  id  payment,  in  such  manner  as  ex- 
chequer bills  have  usually  been  exchanged 
and  received  in  payment. 

April  2.  1.  That  an  additional  duty 
of  6s.  be  laid  upon  every  dozen  of  bast, 
or  straw,  chip,  cane  and  horse-hair  hats 
and  bonnets,  which  from  and  after  the  2d 
of  April,  1767,  shall  be  entered  inward  at 
lay  port,  or  place,  in  this  kingdom. 

2.  That  an  additional  duty  of  6«.  be 
kid  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupoize 
of  platting,  or  other  manufacture  of  bast,^ 
or  straw,  chip,  cane,  or  horse-hair,  to  be' 
used  in,  or  proper  for,  making  of  hats  or 
IxiQoets,  which  from  and  afler  the  said 
Sod  of  Aprils  shall  be  entered  inwards  at 
2Dy  port  or  place  in  this  kingdom. 
.  April  16.    1.  That  1,500,000/.  be  raised 
in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say,  the 
^m  of  900,000/.  by  annuities,  after  the 
'^te  of  S/.  per  cent,  to  commence  from  the 
^Ih  of  Jan.  last;  and  the  sum  of  600,000/. 

tVOL,  XVI.  ] 


by  a  lottery  to  consist  of  60,000  tickets, 
the  whole  of  such  sum  to  be  divided  into 

ftrizes,  which  are  to  be  attended  with  the 
ike  3/.  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence 
fr^un  the  5th  of  Jan.,  1768 ;  and  that  all 
the  said  annuities  be  transfcrrable  at  the 
bank  of  England,  paid  half  yearly  on  the 
5th  July,  and  5th  of  Jan.,  in  every  year, 
out  of  the  sinking  fund,  and  added  to,  and 
made  part  of,  the  Joint  stock  of  3/.  per 
cent. .  annuities,  which  were  consolidated 
at  the  bank  of  England  by  certain  acts 
made  in  the  25th  and  28th  years  of  the 
reign  of  his  late  Majesty,  and  several 
su^quent  acts,  and  subject  to  redemption 
by  parliament,  that  every  contributor  to- 
wards the  said  sum  of  900,000/.  shall,  in 
respect  of  every  60/.  agreed  by  him  to  be 
contributed  for  raising  such  sum,  be  enti« 
tied  to  receive  four  tickets  in  the  said  lo^ 
tery,  upon  payment  of  10/.  for  each  ticket; 
and  that  every  contributor  shaU,  on  or  be* 
fore  the  29th  of  April  next,  make  a  depo* 
sit  with  the  cashiers  of  the  bank  of  Eng« 
land,  of  20/.  per  cent,  in  part  of  the  mo- 
nies so  to  be  contributed  towards  the  said 
sum  of  900,000/.  and  also  a  deposit  af  5/1 
per  cent,  in  part  of  the  monies  so  to  be 
contributed  in  respect  of  the  said  lottery, 
as  a  security  for  making  the  respective  fu« 
ture  payments  to  the  said  cashiers,  on  or 
before  the  times  herein-after  limited ;  that 
is  to  say,  on  the  900,000/.  10/*  per  cent,  on 
or  before  the  27th  March  next ;  10/.  per 
cent,  on  or  before  the  26ih  June  next;  \5L 
per  cent,  on  or  before  the.  27th  August 
next ;  15/.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  25th' 
Sept.  next ;  15/.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
30th  October  next;  15/.  per  cent,  on  or 
before  the  17th  Nov.  next.  On  the  lot»> 
tery  for  600,000/.  25/.  per  cent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  16th  of  June  next;  30/.  per  cent, 
on  or  before  the  28th  July  next;  40/.  per 
cent,  on  or  before  the  11th  Sept.  next. 
And  that. all  the  monies  so  received  by  the 
said  cashiers,  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of 
his  Majesty's  exchequer,  to  be  applied 
from  time  to  time,  to  such  services  as  shall 
then  have  been  voted  by  this  House  in  this 
session  of  parliament ;  and  that  every  con- 
tributor, who  shall  pay  in  the  whole  of  his 
contribution  towards  the  said  sum  of 
900,000/.  at  any  time  on  07  before  the 
[3B] 
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tJr« 


27th  Oct.  next,  or  towards  the  said  lot- 
tery on  or  before  tlie  24th  July  next,  shall 
be  allowed  an  interest,  by  way  of  discount, 
afler  the  rate  of  SL  per  cent,  per  annum, 
im  the  sums  so  completing  his  contribution 
respectively,  to  be  computed  from  the  day 
of  completing  the  same  to  the  1 7th  Nov. 
next,  in  respect  of  the  stxm  paid  on  account 
bf  the  said  900,00M.  and  to  the  11th  Sept. 
next^  in  respect  of  the  sum  paid  on  account 
iof  the  said  lottefy. 

2.  That  an  additional  duty  of  SeT.  per 
ell  be  laid  upon  all  linen  cloth  or  sheeting, 
idiove  one  yard  En^isii  in  width,  whidi 
shall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom,  ex- 
cept from  Holland  and  Flanders. 

8.  That  an  additional  dutjrof  3cf.  per 
^11  be  laid  upon  all  canvas  drilling  which 
thai]  be  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

4.  That  tlie  said  duties  be  carried  to 
the  sinking  fund,  towards  making  good  to 
the  same  the  pa3rment8  to  be  mule  there- 
but  of  the  annuities  attending  the  said  sum 
bfl,500,000;. 

5.  That  the  additional  duties  upon  bast, 
br  straw,  chip,  cane  and  horse-nair  hats 
and  bonnets,  and  upon  platting,  or  other 
manufacture  of  bast,  or  straw,  chip,  cane. 


America,  the  West  Indies,  and  at  Minor* 
ca,  to  the  24th  Dec.,  1764,  and  received 
of  William  earl  of  Chatham,  formerly  pay- 
master-general of  his  Majesty's  forces,  ror 
the  balance  remaining  over  and  above  the 
monies  found  necessary  to  be  applied  for 
defraying  the  expences  of  the  forces  in 
former  years ;  and  also  out  of  the  sum  of 
one  million,  g^ranted  in  the  2nd  year  of  hit 
Majesty's  reign,  on  account,  to  enable  him 
to  defray  extraordinary  expences  of  the 
war,  for  the  service  of  17^,  and  to  assist 
the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  and  fi>r  other 
purposes,  be  applfed  towards  making  good 
the  supply  granted  towards  defraying  the 
extraordinary  expences  of  his  Majesty's 
land  forces,^  and  other  services,  incurred 
to  the  3d  of  February,  1767,  and  not  pro- 
vided for  by  parliament. 

10.  That  out  of  such  monies  remsiniog 
in  the  hands  of  £.  Sainthill,  esq.  as  were 
issued  to  him  for  the  relief  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  widows  of  officers  of  the  land 
forces  and  marines,  who  died  in  the  8e^ 
vice,  the  sum  of  7,844/.  17s.  9<i^bepaid! 
into  the  hands  of  the  paymaster  general  of 
his  Majesty's  forces,  and  be  also  applied 
towards  making  good    the   said  sapplj 


br  horse-hair,  to  be  used  in,  or  proper  for,  granted  towards  defraying  the  extraonli 

making  of  hats,  or  bonnets,  imported  into  nary  expences  of  his  Miyesty's  land  forces, 

any  port,  or  place,  in  this  kingdom,  granted  and  other  services  incurred  to  the  Srd  Feb. 
to  his  Majesty  in  this  session,  be  also  car« 


tjed  to  the  said  fund,  towards  making  good 
the  said  payments. 

6.  That  towards  making  good  the  said 
supply,  there  be  applied  the  sum  of 
469,147/.  14f.  8^.  remaining  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  exchequer,  on  the  5th  April, 
1767,  for  the  disposition  of  parliament,  of 
the  monies  which  had  then  arisen  of  the 
surplusses,  excesses,  or  overplus  monies, 
ana  other  revenues,  composing  the  fund 
commonly  called  the  sibking  fund. 

7.  That  towards  raising  the  said 
iupply,  there  be  applied  the  sum  of 
2,010,121/.  10&  S\d.  out  of  such  monies 
as  shaJl  or  may  arise  of  the  surplusses,  ex- 
Cesses,  or  overplus  monies,  and  other  re- 
venues, composing  the  said  fund,  com- 
monly called  the  sinking  fund. 

*  8.  That  towards  making  good  the  said 
supply,  there  bb  applied  the  sum  of 
85,202/.  9^.  2t/.  also  remaining  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  excnequer,  for  the  disposition 
of  parliament. 

9.  That  261,571/.  13*.  ^i.  out  of  the 
savings  arising  upon  grants  for  the  pay  of 
several  regiments  upon  respited  pay,  by 
offreckonings,  and  Dy  stoppages  made  for 
provisions  ddivered  to  the  zorces  in  North 


1767,  and  not  provided  for  by  parliament 

11.  That  110,000/.  out  of  such  moniesai 
shall  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  ex* 
chequer,  after  the  5th  Aprilj  1767,  vA 
on  or  before  the  5th  April,  1768,  of  the 
produce  of  all  or  any  of  the  duties  and  r^ 
venues,  which  by  any  act  or  acts  of  pa^ 
liament,  have  been  directed  to  be  reserred 
for  the  disposition  of  parliament,  towardi 
defraying  the  necessary  expences  of  de* 
fendine,  protecting,  and  securing  the  Bri- 
tish colonies  and  plantations  in  Ameridt 
be  applied  towards  making  good  such  part 
of  the  supply  as  hath  been  granted  to  hii 
Majesty,  for  maintaining  his  MajeBty^ 
forces  and  garrisons  in  the  plantations,  and 
for  provisions  for  the  forces  in  North 
America,  Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland, 
and  the  ceded  islands,  for  the  year  1767' 

12.  That  such  of  the  monies  as  shall 
be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer 
after  the  5th  April,  1767,  and  on  or  be- 
fore the  5th  April,  1768,  of  the  produce 
of  the  duties  charged  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment made  in  the  5th  year  of  his  present 
Majesty's  reign,  upon  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  gum  senega  and  guno  ara« 
bic,  be  applied  towards  making  good  the 
supply  granted  to  his  Majesty. 
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13.  That  150,000/.  remaioing  in  the 
receipt  of  the  exchequer,  which  was  grant- 
ed to  his  Majesty  io  the  last  session  of 
parliamaot,  upoa  account^  for  defraying 
the  charge  ox  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the 
militia  for  one  year,  beginning  the  25th  of 
March,  1766,  be  applied  towards  raising 
the  said  supply. 

14.  That  181,000/.  of  the  monies  agreed 
to  be  paid  by  a  convention  between  his 
Majesty  and  the  French  king,  concluded 
and  sgned  at  London,  the  27th  February, 
1765,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  late 
French  prisoners  of  war,  be  applied  to- 
wards making  good  the  said  supply. 

IS.  That  mfiOiL  Si.  S^.  remaming  in 
tk  receipt  of  the  exchequer  on  the  5th 
ipiil,  17679  of  the  two  sevenths  excise, 
graoted  by  an  act  of  5  and  6  W.  and  M.  after 
satisfying  the  several  charges  and  incum- 
biaoces  thereupon,  for  the  half  year  then 
ended,  be  earned  to,  and  made  part  of, 
the  aggregate  fund;  and  that  the  said 
fond  be  made  a  security  for  the  discharffe 
of  such  annuities,    and  other  demancb, 
payable  out  of  the  said  sum,  as  the  grow- 
ing produca  of  the  said  two  sevenths  ex- 
cise, shall  not  be  sufficient  to  answer. 

May  5.  1.  That  an  additional  duty  of 
Sdl  per  ell  be  laid  upon  all  linen  cloth  or 
sheeting  above  one  yard  English  in  width, 
which  shall  be  imported  into  this  king- 
dom from  Holland  and  Flanders,  except 
cloth  of  the  numufacture  of  those  coun- 
tries. 

2.  That  an  additional  duty  of  Sd,  per 
eQ  be  laid  upon  all  drilling,  other  than 
canvas  drillmg,  which  shall  be  imported 
into  this  kioffdom. 

3.  That  uie  said  duties  be  carried  to 
the  sinking  fund,  towards  making  good  to 
the  saoBe,  the  paj^ments  to  be  rotde  there- 
out, of  the  annuities  to  be  established  in 
ropect  of  the  sum  of  1,500,000/.  to  be 
nised  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  this 
House,  on  the  16th  of  April  last. 

i.  That  an  act  made  in  the  7tb  of  Geo. 
2,  ch.  18,  which  was  to  contmue  in  force 
from  Uie  24th  June,  1734,  for  seven 
years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
then  next  session  of  parliament,  and  which, 
b?  several  subsequent  acts,  passed  in  the 
Uth,  20th,  27th,  and  SSrd,  of  his  said  late 
ttajesly,  was  further  continued,  from  the 
expiration  thereof,  until  the  29th  Sept., 
1767,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
then  next  session,  is  near  expiring,  and  fit 
to  be  continued. 

May  7.  1.  That  there  be  laid  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  one  halfpenny  per  ell  upon 


all  foreign  canvas,  packing,  spruse,  Elbing, 
or  Quinsborough,  imported  mto  this  kin»- 
dom. 

2.  That  there  be  laid  an  additional  duty 
of  \d,  per  ell,  on  all  foreign  canvas,  Dutch 
barrass,  or  Hessens,  imported  into  thi^ 
kingdom. 

3.  That  all  foreign  lawns  imported  into 
this  kingdom,  be  rated  as  Silesia  lawm^ 
and  pay  accordingly. 

4.  hhBi  over  and  above  the  said  duty, 
an  additional  duty  of  3</.  per  yard  be  laid 
upon  all  foreign  lawns. 

5.  That  15,000/.  per  annum,  arising 
from  the  said  duties,  do  remain  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  exchequer,  as  a  fund  for  the 
encouragement  of  raising  and  dressinff 
hemp  and  flax  in  this  kingdom,  in  such 
way  and  manner  as  parliament  shall  here- 
after direct ;  and  that  the  remainder  of 
the  said  duties  be  reserved  in  the  exche- 
quer for  the  future  disposition  of  parlia- 
ment. 

May  19«  1.  That  there  be  granted  to 
bis  Miuesty,  upon  the  postase  and  convey- 
ance of  letters  and  packets  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Isle  of  Man ;  for  every 
single  letter  2^.,  for  every  double  lettqr 
4d,  for  every  treble  letter  6^^,  and  for 
every  ounce  Sdl,  and  so  in  proportion  for 
every  packet  of  deeds,  writs,  and  oth^r 
things. 

2.  For  the  postage  and  conveyance  of 
letters  and  packets  within  the  said  island, 
such  rates,  m  proportion  to  the  number  ^f 
miles,  or  stages,  as  are  now  established  far 
the  iiJand,  port,  or  conveyance  of  letters 
and  packets  in  England. 

S.  That  the  monies  arising  by  the  said 
rates  be  appropriated  to  such  uses  as  the 
present  rates  m  postage  are  now  vaade  ap- 
plicable. 

June  2.  1.  That  the  duties  upon  laj|- 
wood  exported  from  this  kingdom  be  dis- 
continuea. 

2.  That  the  properties  of  any  number 
of  persons  whatsoever,  in  any  ship  or 
cargo,  or  both,  be  allowed  to  be  assure^, 
to  th6  amount  of  any  sum,  npt  exceeding 
1,000/.,  by  a  policy  stamped  with  one  5^. 
stamp ;  and  to  the  amount  of  ai^y  larger 
sum,  by  a  policy  stamped  with  two  suqh 
stamps. 

3.  That  the  allowance  authorised  to  he 
made  by  an  act  passed  in  the  29th  of  his 
late  Majesty,  upon  prompt  payment  of  the 
stamp  duties  on  licences  for  retailing  beer^ 
ale,  and  other  exciseable  liouors,  be  re- 
duced  to  the  same  rate  as  tne  allowances 
fpr  prompt  pi^meat  qf  oth^r  stamp  dutiei. 
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4.  That  upon  the  exportation  from  thb 
kingdom  of  coffee  and  cocoa  nuts,  of  the 
growth  or  produce  of  the  British  colonies 
or  plantations  in  America,  as  merchan- 
dize, a  drawback  be  allowed  of  the  duties 
of  customs  payable  upon  the  importation 
thereof. 

5.  That  gre^r  or  scrow  salt,  salt  scale, 
sand  scale,  crustings,  or  other  foul  salt,  be 
allowed  to  be  taken  from  the  salt  works  in 
England,  Wales,  or  Berwick  upon  Tweed, 
to  be  used  as  manure,  upon  payment  of  a 
duty  of  Id,  per  bushel  only. 

6.  That  provision  be  made  for  declaring 
that  ribbons  and  silks,  printed,  stained  or 
pointed,  in  this  kingdom,  though  less  than 
naif  a  yard  in  breadth,  are  within  tlie  mean- 
ing or  certain  acts  made  in  the  10th  and 
12th  of  queen  Anne,  and  liable  to  the  duties 
therein  mentioned. 

7.  That  the  duties  payable  upon  succus 
liquoritise,  imported  into  this  kmgdom,  be 
repealed. 

8.  That  in  lieu  thereof,  a  dutjr  of  30s. 
per  cwt.  be  laid  upon  succus  bquoritise 
imported  into  this  kingdom. 

9.  That  the  said  duty  be  appropriated 
to  such  uses  as  the  duty  so  to  be  repealed 
was  made  applicable. 

10.  That  a  subsidy  of  6d.  in  the  pound, 
according  to  the  value  specified  in  the 
book  of  rates,  referred  to  oy  an  act  made 
in  the  12th  of  king  Charles  2,  be  laid  upon 
the  exportation  from  this  kingdom,  of 
such  rice  as  shall  have  been  imported  duty 
free,  by  virtue  of  an  act  made  in  thb  ses- 
sion o/parliament. 

11.  That  the  said  duty  on  rice  be  re- 
served in  the  exchequer  for  the  disposition 
of  parliament. 

12.  That  the  drawbacks  payable  on 
China  earthen-ware  exported  to  America 
be  discontinued. 

13.  That  a  duty  of  4«.  Sd.  per  cwt. 
avoirdupois,  be  laid  upon  all  crown,  plate, 
flint,  and  white  glass,  imported  into  the 
British  colonies  and  plantations  in  Ame- 
rica. 

14.  That  a  duty  of  Is.  9d.  per  cwt. 
avoirdupois,  be  laid  upon  all  green  glass 
imported  into  the  said  colonies  and  plan- 
tations. 

15.  That  such  duties  as  shall  be  equal 
to  a  moiety  of  the  duties  granted  by  two 
acts  of  pariiament,  made  in  the  10th  and 
12th  of  ner  majesty  queen  Anne,  and  now 
payfdile  in  pursuance  thereof,  or  of  any 
jsubsequent  act  of  parliament,  upon  paper, 
Ipaste-Doard,  mill-boards,  and  scale-boards, 
r^pectlvelji  be  laid  upon  paper,  paste* 


boards,  mill- boards,  and  scale-boards,  im- 
ported into  the  said  colonies  and  planta- 
tions. 

16.  That  a  duty  of  2f.  per  cwt  SToir- 
dupois,  be  laid  upon  all  red  and  white 
lead,  and  painters  colours,  imported  into 
the  said  colonies  and  plantations. 

17.  That  a  duty  of  3d.  per  pound 
weight,  avoirdupois,  be  laid  upon  all  tea 
imported  into  the  said  colonies  and  plan* 
tations. 

18.  That  the  said  duties,  to  be  raised 
in  the  said  colonies  and  plantations,  be 
applied  in  making  a  more  certain  and  ade- 
quate provision  tor  the  charge  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  and  the  support  of 
civil  government,  in  such  of  the  said  colo- 
nies and  plantations  where  it  shall  be 
found  necessary ;  and  that  the  residue  of 
such  duties  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  hit 
Majesty's  exchequer,  and  there  reserved 
to  be,  from  time  to  time,  disposed  of  bj 
parliament,  towards  defraying  the  neces- 
sary expences  of  defending,  protecting, 
and  securing,  the  said  colonies  and  plan- 
tations. 

19.  That,  upon  tl^e  exportation  of  teas 
to  Ireland,  and  the  British  dominions  in 
America,  a  drawback  be  allowed  for  a 
time  to  be  limited,  of  all  the  duties  of 
customs,  which  shall  have  been  paid  there- 
upon ;  and  that  such  indemnification  be 
made,  by  the  East  India  Company,  to  the 
public,  m  respect  of  such  drawback,  as  b 
mentioned  in  the  petition  of  the  said  Com- 
pany. 

^  20.  That  the  inland  duty  of  h.  per 
pound  weight  upon  all  black  and  singlo 
teas  consumed  in  Great  Britain,  be  taken 
ofl^  fctr  a  time  to  be  limited;  and  that 
such  indemnification  be  made,  by  the  said 
Company,  to  the  public,  in  respect  to  suck 
duty,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  petition  of  the 
said  Company* 

The  Kin^s  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the 
Session.*']   July  2.  The  King  put  an  end 

•  *•  April  6,  irer.  I  can  give  yoo  no  ac- 
count of  our  political  world,  which  is  in  i 
situation  that  I  newer  saw  in  my  whole  life- 
Lord  Chatham  has  been  so  ill,  these  last  tw« 
months,  that  he  has  not  been  able,  (some  u) 
not  willing),  to  do  or  hear  of  any  bfuuneaa;  to^ 
for  his  Moia-ministres,  they  either  cannot,  « 
dare  not,  do  any,  without  bis  directiooa ;  « 
that  every  thing  is  now  at  a  'sfaod.  Tba 
situation,  I  think,  cannot  last  much  lon^rer. 

•*  May  5,  1767.  Thmgs  are  here  in  exadlj 
the  same  situation  in  which  they  were  when  I 
wrote  to  you  last,    Lord  Chatham  is  itill  iV 
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**  My  Lords,  and  GenUemeDy 
**  The  great  attention  which  you  have 
^ewn  to  the  particular  purpose  for  which 
I  called  you  so  early  together,  and  the  very 
wholesome  laws  passed  for  relieving  ray 
subjects  from  the  immediate  distress  which 
the  great  scarcity  of  com  threatened  to 
bring  upon  them,  give  me  the  most  sensible 
pleasure.  I  rely  upon  you  for  the  exertion 
of  your  utmost  endeavours  to  convince  ray 
people,  that  no  care  has  been  wanting  to 
procure  for  them  every  relief  which  nas 
been  possible;  and  that  their  erateful 
sense  of  provisions  so  wisely  made  for  their 
present  nappiness  and  lasting  prosperity 
cannot  be  so  full  v  expressed,  as  oy  a  strict 
observance  of  that  order  and  reffularity, 
which  are  equally  necessary  to  the  secu- 
rity of  all  good  government,  as  weH  as  to 
their  own  real  welfare.*' 
'  The  Parliament  was  then  prorogued  to 
the  31st  of  August;  and  was  afterwards 
further  prorogued  to  the  24th  of  No- 
vember.*  * 


to  the  Session  with  the  following  Speech 
to  both  Houses: 

<'  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
'<  The  advanced  season  of  the  year, 
joioed  to  the  consideration  of  the  incon- 
Tenience  you  must  all  have  felt  from  so 
loDg  an  absence  from  your  several  coun- 
ties, calls  upon  me  to  put  an  end  to  the 
present  session  of    parliament,  which  I 
cannot  do,  without  returning    you    my 
tibauks  for  jour  diligent  application  to  the 
public  busmess,  and  the  proofs  you  have 
men  of  your  a&ction  for  me,  for  mv 
Bunihr,  snd  for  my  government :  and  al- 
though, from  the  nature  and  extensive- 
ness  of  the  several  objects  under  your 
coosideration,  it  could  not  be  expected, 
tht  all  the  great  commercial  interests 
ibould  be  completely  adjusted  and  regu< 
lated  in  the  course  of  this  session,  yet  I 
«iD  persuaded,  that  by  the  progress  you 
hsre  made,  a  solid  foundation  is  laid  for 
securing  the  most  considerable  and  essen- 
tial benefits  to  this  nation. 

«<  As  no  material  alteration  has  hap- 
pened in  the  state  of  foreign  affiiirs  since 
your  first  meeting,  I  have  nothing  to  com- 
municate to  you  on  that  subject*  The 
fixed  objects  of  all  my  measures  are  to 
presenre  the  peace,  and  at  the  same  time, 
to  assert  and  maintain  the  honour  of  my 
crown,  and  the  just  rights  of  nrv  people. 
^*  Gentlemen  of  the  House  ot  Commons, 
''1  thank  you  for  the  necessary  sup- 
plies which  you  have  so  cheerfully  granted 
for  the  pubhc  service ;  and  my  particular 
acknowledgments  are  due  to  you,  for  the 
pr^irision  you  have  enabled  me  to  make 
for  the  more  honourable  support  and  main- 
tenance of  my  family. 

and  only  (groes  abroad  for  ao  boar  in  a  day,  to 
take  the  air,  io  bis  coach.  The  king  has,  to 
mj  Certain  koowledipe,  sent  htm  repealed  mes*. 
ngea,  desiring  him  not  to  be  oonoerned  at  bis 
coofioement,  lor  tbst  be  is  resolved  to  support 
^fWmr  et  eontre  tout. 

^  June  1, 1767.  Great  chaoges  are  talked 
^t  and  I  believe  will  happen  very  sooo,  per* 
ittps  next  week,  but  who  is  to  be  changed,  for 
vhom,  I  do  not  know,  tboogb  every  body  else 
^.  I  am  apt  to  think  that  it  will  be  a  Mosaic 
iBniistry,  made  up  de  piica  rapportiet  from 
different  eonnections. 

.  *'  Jaly  1, 1767.  Mioislerial  aflairs  are  still 
ia  the  same  ridicalous  and  doubtful  Mituation  as 
when  I  frroic  to  you  last.  Lord  Cbatbam  will 
either  bear  of  or  do  any  business,  but  li? es  at 
Hanpstead,  and  rides  aboot  the  heath:  bis 
Soot  is  aaid  to  be  fallen  upon  his  nefVes.'' 
lord  ChcMrficU  to  his  Slen. 


*  **  Before'  the  prorogation  of  parliament, 
the  ministry  was  considered  on  the  eve  of  dis- 
solution. General  Conway  declarvd  his  reso- 
lution to  resign,  though  he  consented  to  con- 
tinoe  in  office  till  a  successor  was  nominated. 
He  assigned,  as  a  reason,  bis  impatient  desire 
to  be  again  united  with  his  friends,  and  reluc- 
tance in  continuing  to  oppose  them.  Lord 
Nortbinffton  announced  a  similar  determina- 
tion, alleging  bis  inability  to  attend  poblio 
business,  on  aeeoont  of  ill  health.  In  con- 
seouence  of  these  intiraattona,  the  King  wrote 
to  lord  Cbatbam,  iilforming  him  of  liia  design 
to  make  some  alterations  in  the  ministry,  and 
requiring  bia  adrice  and  assistanoe.  Lord 
Chatham  returned  a  verbal  answer,  excusing 
himself  from  interfering  in  any  new  arrange- 
ment, as  his  health  was  too  much  impaired  Tor 
exertion. 

**Tbe  parties  in  opposition  knowing  these 
facts,  entertained  hopes  of  a  speedy  mod  total 
change  in  the  cabinet.  The  doke  of  Newcas* 
tie,  anxious  to  prevent  the  effect  of  separate 
overtures  to  the  bodies  composing  the  oppeai* 
tion,  was  strenuous  in  cementing  the  unjon 
between  the  Bedford  and  Rockingham  parties. 
An  Oder  was  speedily  made  from  the  fluke  of 
Grafton  to  the  marquia  of  Rockingham ;  but  be 
declined  entering  into  any  negociation  without 
the  adrice  of  bis  frieods.  The  leaders  of  oppo* 
aition  held  a  meeting,  to  prepare  necessary  ar- 
rangements ;  but  ttey  eould  not  agree  in  some 
essential  nominations;  the  oonierance  termi- 
nated abruptly,  and,  though  renewed  on  a  sob- 
sequent  day,  aa  none  would  recede  from  their 
former  opinions,  the  parties  sgain  separated* 
The  ministry  therefore  retained  th^r  situations* 

^  This  inflexibility  rendered  it  impossibie  for 
the  King  to  empk>y  cilher  the  duke  of  Bedford 
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this  season  of  the^year,  that  my  parliaioefll 
might  have  full  deliberatioas  upon  all  su 
branches  of  the  public  Bervice,  as  maj 
quire  their  immediate  attention ;  wit 
the  necessity  of  continuing  the 
beyond  the  time  most  suitable  to  my 
pie,  for  the  election  of  a  new  pari 
and  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  be  care 
from  the  same  considerations,  to  avoid] 
your  proceedings,  all  unnecessary  ddaj;] 

*<  Nothing  in  the  present  situation 
affieiirs  abroad  gives  me  reason  to 
hend,  that  you  will  be  prevented,  hj 
interruption  of  the  public  tranquir 
from  fixing  your  whole  attentioa  i 
such  points,  as  concern  the  internal 
fare  and  prosperity  of  my  people. 


SEVENTH  SESSION 

OF  THE 

TWELFTH  PARLIAMENT 

or 
GREAT  BRITAIN. 

JTie  King^s  Speech  on  opening  the  Ses-- 
sfitm.]  November  24",  1767.  His  Ma- 
jesty came  to  the  House  of  Peers  and 
opened  the  Session  with  the  following 
Speech  to  both  Houses : 

**  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
^  I  have  chosen  to  call  you  together  at 

•^^»^^i— — — — »— ^— »^i— ^'^— — —     ■  ■  ■■■■— 

or  the  marquis  of  Rockioghun,  for  they  bad 
refused  to  accept  official  situations  separatelVf 
and  could  not  agree  oa  such  terms  as  might 
eoaUe  tbem  to  act  tocfetlier.  .  The  ministry, 
finding  that  no  conditions  they  could  ofier 
Would  enable  tbem  tp  acquire  strength  by  a 
jnnction  with  their  opponents,  were  obliged  to 
conduct  the  public  business  unassisted. 
«  "  Lord  Chatham's  health  was  now. deemed 
irrecoverable,  and,  in  fact,  the  ministiy  were 
neither  benefited  bv  bis  advice  nor  supported 
l(y  bis  popnlarity.  They  wanted  a  distinguished 
leader,  of  talents,  character,  and  reputation, 
who  could  give  efficacy  to  their  measures,  and 
by  force  of  superior  powers,  encbain  those 
minor  pretenders,  who,  in  tlie  absence  of  such 
a  cbieT,  disdained  submission,  and  tobroiled 
the  cabinet.  Tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Ezche- 
qoer  bad  before  entertained  similar  views,  and 
now  projected  a  new  administration,  of  which 
he  ahould  be  the  leader.  His  talents  were 
amply  sufficiebt  to  justify  the  intention,  and  he 
eould  have  united  a  body,  more  respectable, 
BHMre  competent,  and  more  capable  of  cordial 
and  beneficial  co-operation  than  those  who 
were  at  tbe  hduL  Under  him,  the  ministry 
^ould  have  assumed,  at  least,  a  more  decided 
character,  and  the  public  no  longer  would  hf^ve 
fiilt  that  they  retained  their  sitiiatioos  merely 
by  the  want  of  union  in  their  advenaries,  and 
alood  only  bytbeir  own  weakness.  He  ob- 
tained for  his  brother,  lord  Townshend,  the 
vice-royalty  of  Ireland,  designated  Mr.  Yorke, 
•on  of  the  late  lord  Hardwid^e,  for  chancellor, 
and  probably  bad  made  other  appointments, 
srhea  his  life  was  noezptctedly  terminated  by 
«  putrid  fever. 

<*  Charles  Townshend,  from  whose  splendid 
abiUties  government  was  expected  to  receive  a 
pew  impulse,  and  whose  talents  were  employed 
in  an  attempt  to  rescue  tbe  administration  from 
tbe  feebleness  of  fiuctuatiag  councils,  was  de- 
■eended  from. Charles  viieonnt  Townshend,  the 
able  and  uprigbt  mbister  of  the  House  of 
JBrnnswick.  Be  passed  through  the  schools 
with  distinguished  reputation,  and  was  oele- 
brated  for  that  pointed  and  finished  wit  which 
ie&dfir«d  biw  tM  d^ljgiil  aad  ocMunent  o(  par- 
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liament,  and  the  ebarm  of  private  society. 
bill  speeches  tie  brought  tojjetber  io  1 1 
compass  all  that  was  necessary  to  estabfiik,' 
illustrate,  and  to  decorate  that  side  of  tliei 
lion  which  be  supported.   He  stated  his  i 
skilfully  and  powerfully ;.  his  style  of  vg 
was  neither  trite  and  vulgar,  nor  subtle  10^1 
struse.    He  excelled  in  a  most  luminous  t 
nation  and  display  of  bis  subject    Bisd( 
arose  from  his  lively  talents  and  exqsiatei 
netration :  be  readily  perceived  and  decri ' 
errors  of  bis  co-aiyiitors,  and  from  the  n 
lity  of  his  political  conduct  acqairsdtbei 
name  of  the  Weatber*cock.    He  sat  is 
ment  twenty  years,  and  successively  fill 
places  of  lord  of  trade,  and  of  tbe  admiraltyi! 
cretary  at  war,  pay -master  of  tbe  fo^^ 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  which  oil 
be  executed  business  witn  such  accuraeyi 
dispatch,  as  demonstrated  that  ffenios  SMJ 
dnstry  are  not  inoampattble*    He  wiser 
off  in  tbe  nMridian  of  life,  at  the  age  ^^ 
two,  at  a  time  whea  it  migbt  be  bopt 
lively  talents  were  mattered  by  experisoceii 
the  irregular  sallies  of  his  versatile  f"** 
subjected  to  the  restraints  of  judgment. 

*•  Ttaur  event  renevjed  the-dmcidy^'f* 
fecting  a  ministerial  arraagement;  the; 
eellorsbip  of  tbe  excheqner  was  filled  adUt^ 
bv  lord  Mansfield.  It  was  offered  ts  I 
Moctb,  who,  for  some  reaaons  which  sxj 
precisely  known,  declined  a^epting  i>> 
ofier  was  subsequently  made  to  lord  Bi 
ton,  who  had  diaebarged  the  duties  of  the< 
station  with  distinguished  ability,  uodtf 
administraiion  of  tbe  duke  of  New(*^ 
during  a  period  of  no  inooosid.erable  dit 
Lord  Ban'ing[ton  expressed  great  rel"<l^ 
being  plaoed  in  a  situation  to  which  he  tr>^ 
lord  North's  parliamentary  talents  oore^ 
but  declared  bia  readiness  to  aadertake  toe 
fice  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  king  *^S^ 
try,  if  a  renewed  appUcatioo  to  ^?^ 
ahould  fail ;  a  negociation  was  attempt  Tj 
tbe  duke  of  Bedford,  but  without  sfiee<i  ^ 
length  lord  North  was  praiailed  oo  tfi*^^ 
the  office.  •  ^  .  * 
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*'  AoKnig  these  ob)eett  of  a  dooiestic 

iBlorey  none  can  demand  a  more  speedy 

IT  more  serious  attention^  than  what  re« 

gtrds  the  high  price  of  com,  which  nei* 

ther  the  salutary  laws  passed  in  the  last 

senioD  ofparliaraent,  nor  the  prodnce  of  the 

late  hanrest,  have  yet  been  able  so  far  to 

ndooe,  as  to  give  sufficient  relief  to  the 

^stresses  oi  the  poorer  sort  of  my  people. 

Ymr  lite  residence  in  your  several  coun* 

tiesnaBt  have  enabled  you  to  judge,  whe- 

ther  anv  fiirther  provisions  can  be  made 

cofldacne  to  the  attainment  of  so  desirable 

as  end. 

«  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

^Iirin  order  the  proper  officers  to  lay 
kfixe  you  the  Estimates  for  the  service  of 
tk  awuing  year. 

<*  The  experience  I  have  had  of  your 
oouiant  readiness  to  grant  me  all  such 

**  Lord  North,  eldest  son  of  Frsocia  earl  of 
Goitford,  was  now  in  the  36tb  vear  cf  bis  age: 
be  commenced  bis  edncation  at  "Eton,  and  ooro- 
pleted  it  at  Oxford,  with  considerable  repola- 
tioa  for  bis  profideney  in  classical  literature. 
Hb  degaot  taste  as  a  scholar  was  eminent 
tbroo^  a  life  fully  occupied  with  the  moat 
moDsoloas  poUic  concerns.  On  his  travels 
be  applied  with  mach  asaidoity  to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  diplomatic  knowledge,  and  studied  with 
great  snooeas  the  Crermanic  constitution,  under 
the  celebrated  Masoove.  He  commenced  bis 
parliamentBry  career  in  1754,  and  during  Mr. 
Pitt'f  adnimstratioD,  in  1769,  obtained  a  seat 
at  the  tmamy  board ;  be  was  removed  by  the 
Roddogbam  ministry  in  1766,  but,  whh  lord 
Chatham,  caaae  again  into  office,  as  joint  pay- 
master of  the  forces.  Hia  talents,  erudition, 
and  experience,  eminently  qualified  bim  for 
the  important  rituation  he  waa  now  called  upon 
le  fill.  His  abilities  for  debate  were  untver* 
callj  admowledged,  and  bad  been  advan- 
N[«oasly  dieplayetf  in  the  motions  aj^ainst 
WSkm,  Mid  in  the  tMsettssioos  on  India  afairs. 

"Mr.  Thomas  Townsbend  succeeded  lord 
North  as  peymaster,  and  Mr.  Jenkinsoo  was 
jMNNMed  a  lord  of  the  treasury ;  lord  Nor- 
Ibwgton  and  general  Conway  resigning,  lord 
CWer  was  made  president  of  the  council,  lord 
^ermoath  secretary  of  state,  and  lord  tSand- 
*ieb  joint  post-master  general.    These  pro- 
aotions  indicated  an  accommodation  between 
^  ministry  and  the  Bedford  party,  and  the 
cikiBet  was  further  strengtbeoed  i»y  the  ap- 
^tment  of  lord  Hillaborough  to  the  office  of 
'"creCary  of  slate  for  America.    The  ministry, 
W  aiodelled,  was  4»lled  the  duke  of  Graf- 
t's Administration ;  for  although  lord  Chat- 
^m  still  retained  his  place,  he  was  iucapable 
^  traneaocbg  business ;   in  consequence    of 
^bicb,  the  prirv  seal  was  for  a  short  time  put 
^  coromiaskw,  though  it  wis  afterward  restored 
^him."    AdolphoB. 


Supplies  as  Aould  be  found  necessary  for 
the  secnrity,  interest,  and  honour  of  the 
nation,  ^and  I  have  no  other  to  ask  of  you  )r 
renders  it  imnecessary  for  me  to  add  any 
exhortations  upon  this  head:  and  I  doubt 
not  but  the  same  public  considetaftions  will 
ioduce  you  to  persevere  with  e^|ual  ahmrity, 
in  your  endeavours  to  diminish  the  na« 
tienal  debt :  while,  on  my  part,  no  care 
shall  be  wanting  to  oontribute,  as  &r  aa 
possible,  to  the  attauunent  of  that  mose 
essential  object,  by  a  very  irugalap{dicatioi» 
ai  such  supplies  as  you  shall  grant. 

**  My  LKDrds  and  Gentlemen, 

**  The  necessity  of  improving  the  pre^ 
sent  general  tranqidlity  to  the  craat  pur^ 
pose  of  maintaining  the  streuut  the  re* 
putation,  and  the  prosperi^  of  this  conn* 
try,  ouffht  to  be  ever  before  your  eyes. 
To  render  your  deliberations  for  that  pur^ 
pose  succeasfol,  endeavour  tocuAtivatea 
spirit  of  harmony  among  yourselves.  My 
concurrence  in  whatever  will  promote  the 
happiness  of  my  people  you  may  alwaya 
depend  upon :  ana  in  thatU^t  I  shall  ever 
be  desirous  of  encouraging  union  among 
all  those  who  wish  well  to  their  eountry.*^ 


The  Lords*  Address  of  Thanks.']  Hm 
Majesty  having  retired,  the  following  Ad* 
dress,  moved  by  the  carl  of  Macdesfiedd, 
was  agreed  to : 

"  Most  Gradous  Sovereign, 

^  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tern* 
pond  in  parliament  assembled,  return  your 
Majesty  our  humble  Thftnks  for  your  most 
gracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 

<<  We  acknowledge  with  gratitude  your 
Majesty's  tender  regard  and  concern  for 
your  people  in  assembling  the  parliament 
at  such  a  season,  as,  whilst  it  provides  for 
the  convenience  of  your  people,  will  aUow 
sufficient  time  ibr  our  delibeimtions  o* 
th^  several  branches  of  the  public  service 
that  may  require  our  immediirte  attention; 
and  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty 
that  it  shall  be  our  hearty  desire  to  for- 
ward your  Majesty's  most  gracious  pur« 
pose,  oy  avoiding  in  our  proceedings  all 
unnecessary  delay. 

**  We  sincerely  rejoice  in  the  prospect 
of  the  continuance  of  the  general  tnm* 
quillity ;  and  it  is  our  firm  resolution  to 
give,  at  a  time  so  favourable  for.  such  oon« 
siderations,  our  strictest  attention  to  all 
those  objects,  that  may  more  immediately 
aiSsot  the  internal  weuare*  and  hq>pines8 
of  your  people. 

**  We  assure  your  Majesty,  that  one 
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earnest  endeaToura  shall  not  be  wanting 
fbr  the  relief  of  the  distresses  which  the 
poor  labour  under  from  the  high  price  of 
com,  if  any  further  provisions  can  be  made 
conducive  to  so  desirable  an  end. 

<<  Permit  us.  Sir,  to  congratulate  your 
Majesty  on  the  safe  delivery  of  the  Queen, 
and  the  birth  of  a  prince,  and  to  assure 
your  Majesty  of  our  unfeigned  joy  on  any 
increase  of  your  domestic  felicity ;  at  the 
same  time,  that  we  consider  every  addi- 
tion to  your  illustrious  House,  as  a  further 
securitv-of  our  religious  and  civil  liberties. 

**  We  beg  leave  to  condole  with  your 
Majesty  on  the  death  of  his  ro]^al  highness 
the  duke  of  York,  and  to  tesufy  our  sin- 
cere concern  for  the  loss  of  a  prince,  whose 
virtues  and  amiable  (|ualitie8,  as  they  dis- 
tinguished his  life,  will  ever  be  held  in  the 
most  grateful  remembrance. 

^  xour  Majesty  may  be  assured,  that, 
bein^  fully  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  im- 
provmg  the  present  tranquillity,  to  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  the  strength,  the 
reputation,  and  prospenty  of  this  country, 
we  will  cheerfully  ccmtnbute,  on  our  part, 
to  the  success  of  such  measures  as  shall 
be  thought  most  expedient  for  the  attain- 
ment of  that  great  end;  and  that,  with 
this  view,  we  shall  endeavour  to  cultivate 
that  spirit  of  harmony  and  union  which 
your.  Majesty,  in  your  paternal  care  for 
the  happiness  of  your  people,  has  roost 
grmo  Jy  recomoinde/faL  'the  throne, 
and  on  which  the  success  of  our  coun* 
cils,  and  the  public  welfare  so  essentially 
depend." 

The  Kin^s  Anftoer^    His  Majes^  re- 
turned this  Answer: 
«  My  Lords, 

<<  Your  readiness  to  provide  for  the 
public  services,  with  the  unanimity  and 
dbpatch  so  necessary  at  this  juncture, 
as  well  as  to  avail  yourselves  of  the 
present  general  tranquillity,  in  order  to 
promote  the  internal  prosperity  of  my 
people,  is  highly  agreeaole  to  me ;  and  1 
rely  upon  your  assurances,  that  you  will 
use  your  endeavours  to  relieve  the  dis- 
tresses which  the  poor  labour  under  from 
the  high  price  of  corn.  I  thank  you  for 
the  joy  you  express  on  the  increase  of  my 
royal  family ;  and  I  feel  for  the  part  you 
take  in  my  concern  for  the  unexpected 
loss  of  my  late  brother  the  duke  (tf  York.*' 

Debate  in  the  Commons  an  the  Addreu 
of  ThanksJ]  The  Commons  being  xe* 
turned  to  their  House^ 


Lord  Beauchamp  moved,  That  an  hun^ 
ble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majettjr, 
to  return  bis  Majesty  the  thanks  of  this 
House  for  his  most  gracious  Speech  from 
the  throne. 

'*  To  acknowledge  his  Majesty's  good- 
ness and  attention  to  the  convenience  d 
his  people,  in  calling  his  parliament  toge- 
ther at  this  time ;  and  to  assure  his  Ma* 
jesty,  that  we  will  endeavour  to  improre 
the  opportunity  which  the  present  happy 
state  of  peace  and  trani|uiljity  affords,  by 
exerting  our  utmost  abilities  m  the  p^M^ 
cution  of  such  measures  as  may  most  effec* 
tually  promote  the  public  welfare  and  pros- 
perity. 

«  That  we  are  equally  sensible  of  hii 
Majesty's  paternal  care,  in  the  measures 
already  taxen  by  his  Majesty  to  aUeriate 
the  distresses  of  the  poor ;  aod  of  liii 
royal  wisdom,  in  recommending  the  sainc 
interesting  and  important  object  to  the 
consideration  of  his  parliament;  and  that 
we  will  not  fail  to  take  into  our  most  at- 
tentive deliberation  all  such  measures  ai 
shall  appear  conducive  to  the  accom^ 
plishment  of  that  great  and  most  desirabk 
end.  ^ 

**  To  congratulate  his  Majesty  on  the 
late  increase  of  his  royal  family,  by  the 
birth  of  a  prince ;  and  to  assure  his  Ma* 
iesty  that  we  regard  as  an  addition  to  thfl 
oappiness  and  welfare  of  this  nation  evei] 
increase  of  that  illustrious  House,  undej 
whose  mild  and  auspicious  govemmeoj 
our  relieious  and  civil  liberties  have  beefl 
so  happily  maintained  and  protected 

«  Tnat  it  is  therefore  with  equal  grid 
and  anxiety  we  reflect  on  the  late  untime 
ly  loss  of  bis  Majesty's  royal  brother,  thi 
duke  of  York ;  whose  early  and  read] 
zeal  in  his  country's  cause  shewed  bii^ 
worthy  of  the  heroic  race  he  sprang  fromj 
and  whose  amiable  virtues,  in  the  moH 
private  scenes  of  life,  must  ever  make  bit 
memory  dear  to  all  who  had  thehappines 
of  approaching  him. 

«  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  thii 
House  will,  with  a  zeal  and  alacrity  bej 
coming  the  representatives  of  an  afiectiooj 
ate  and  grateful  people,  readily  grant  suo^ 
supplies  as  shall  be  requisite  for  the  sup- 
port of  his  Majesty's  government,  for  ad 
vancing  the  honour  and  interest  of  tmi 
country,  and  effectually  providing  for  th< 
public  safety.  , 

«  And  that  our  regard  to  his  Mwestv  | 
recommendatiooy  as  well  as  the  indbpeQ] 
sable  duty  we  owe  to  those  whom  we  re' 
present,  will  make  us  earnestly  atteotirt 


m  Ae  Adirea  fjf  Thanh. 
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0  the  gfwt  object  of  dinniBhiiig  the 
li(ttioaai  Debt ;  being  convinoed  that  bo- 
iVoBg  can  M>  oActoaU J  teod  to  add  reel 
lortie  and  dignity  to  his  Majesty's  go-. 
tannneBty  or  to  give  solid  and  permanent 
HKngth  to  these  kingdoms. 

«  That  wi&  these  views,  and  in  theae 
antimeotSy  we  will  endeavour,  with  the 
staoit  imanimitj  and  dispatch,  to  promote" 
tke  imMic  sefrioe,  and  to  deserve,  by  our 
flaeefe  and  unwearied  labours  for  the  ge- 
neral ^)od,  that  confidence  which  it  has 
plsMedbisMajsily  to  repose  in  as;  not 
doobliBf  of  his  M ajeaty's  gractous  disposi- 
tioo  to  eeofirm  and  pedect  wiiat  our  true 
aeil  waj  suggest,  for  the  lasting  advantage 
sad  faippineas  of  his  people/' 

Tde  Hoose  was  moved,  that  his  Mi^es- 
ir'sSpeedi,  toboth  Houses  of  BarliaQaent, 
qxxi  the  Sd  of  July,  in  the  last  session  of 
fMritsment,  might  be  read.  And  the 
isme  betog  read  accordingly ;  an  Atnend- 
ment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the 
^oeatioD,  by  inserting,  after  the  words 
'^  most  desirable  end  :*'  these  words, 
**  and  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  sensible 
sf  bis  paternal  and  aTOOtionate  concern 
fsr  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  his  peo- 
1^,  we  will  immediately  apply  ourselves 
to  the  further  consideration  of  the  most 
|}noper  nsethods  for  assiatins  and  encou- 
ttgiog  the  manuldctures  of  his  Majesty's 
dogdoin,  and  for  preserving,  extending, 
ad  improving  its  foreign  trade :"  and  ti^s 
jiestion  being  put,  that  those  words  be 
iiere  inserted ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  C&moay  supported  the  proposed 
l^ress ;  «id  concluded  with  a  panegyric 
>B  the  late    Mr.  ChaHes  Townshend:* 

*  "  CbaHMTown^irnd  was  the  delifht  and 

fvMMiit  of  itiis  Rmis«,  and  the  charm  of 

*«ry  ^vaie  soeirty  wbitih  be  boneared  with 

^M  {irtaeiice.    Perhapa  there  never  arose  in 

^  eooairy,  aar  in  ai^y  oMiotry,  a  mao  of  a 

»re  iMiialed  aod  ftoiahed  wit;  and  (where  bis 

asfiioDs  were  not  concemed)of  a  inore  refined, 

Viiiiiite,  And  penetratiog  judi^ment.     U  he 

w  iii>t  so  great  a  ttocki  as  some  have  bad 

^  flourished  formerly,  of  knowledi^e  long 

^ired  up,  be  knew  belter  by  fiir,  than  any 

^  I  ever  was  eoqeaanted  wMi,  how  to  brieg 

Mier  within  a  aboft  time,  all  that  was  ne- 

>iuy  to  c^lablish,  te  ilhistrate,  and  le  dece- 

li^tUat  side4iftfie 'Question  he  supported.  He 

^'ed  his  laaUer  akilfuny  and  powerfully.  He 

^iculariy  excelled  in  a  most  lomiooaa  ex- 

Wtion,  and. display  of  his  subject.     His 

.Me  ttt'argunieot  was  neither  trite  and  vulgar, 

'^  subtle  and  abstmse.     He  hit  the  House  be- 

ff>eR  wind  aed  welev :  and  net  being  troubled 

kb  ino-aaiaioaa  a  aaillbe  say  antfear  in  ^pMB- 
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ha^g  mentioned  bis  talenti,  dHfities, 
ja4ginent,4agaeity,  &c.,  he  sai4»  that  hk 
dear  lamented  friend  had  engaged  himaelf 
to  prepare  a  pkn  to  be  subautted  to  par« 
liament,  for  the  effectual  relief  of  the  poor 
in  the  article  of  provistons;  and  he  had  no 
question  that,  if  that  great  naan  had  sor* 
vived,  he  woidd  have  been  afcle  to  perfprai 
his  promise ;  but,  unfortunately  for  the 
pubuc,  his  plan  was  lost  with  htm :  that  it 
wu  easy  to  find  a  auooessor  to  his  plaee, 
but  impossible  to  imd  a  sucoesser  to  his 
abilities,  or  one  equal  to  the  .eaaouttoo 
of  his  plans.  The  House  ought  siol, 
therefore,  tojbe  surpriaad,  that  tl^  King^s 
survfvtnff  sorvmitB  had  not  yet  been 
able  to  devise  any  scheme  £ar  the  relief -of 
the  poor,  ahhos^a  man  of  Mr.  Towa* 
abend's  superior  qiiaiificatiDos  anghthave. 
been  iMy  equal  to  the  taak. 

* 

Mr.  i^4mund  Burlfe  then  got  up,  aod 
spoke  nearly  to  the  follo«^iog  puiport  :* 

Mr.  Speaker;  the  eeisdition  of  this 
country,  at  the  conohasion  of  the  \jmt 
spring,  was  auch  as  gave  us  strong  <reaaan 
to  eacpeet,  that  not  a  aaagk  moment  of  the 
interval  hetareon  that  period  and  our  wwa-' 
terflaeofcuig  would' be  lost  orimiseaaployod. 
We  had  a  right  to  exneet,  thatgentleaaaa, 
who  thou^t  themselves  equal  to  odviae 
about  the  govemmentof^the  nation,  wouh)* 
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tiaa,  he  wsa  never  mere  tcdiaus,  or  uiaae 
earaeal,  than  fbe  fire^ctnoeired  epiniana,  and 
present  temper  of  bis  hearers  spired;  •%» 
whom  he  wjis  abvays  in  perfect  unison,  ^a 
conformed  exactly  to  thjp  Jtemper  of  ihe  House ; 
and  he  Boemed  lo|fui(1e,  because  he  \i^s  al trap's 
sure  to  follow  it.  There  -are  mauy  younjf 
members  in  the  House  {%\\(M  cff  late  has  l>eea 
the  rapid  eueoession  of  pablic  men)  who  never 
jaw  that  prodigy  Ciiart^s'Tjownslieiid ;  nor  sf 
course  knew  what  a  ferment  he  was  able  to 
excite  in  every  Ihiog,  by  (he  violent  ebpHkisD 
of  his  nixed  virtues  and  fuiJiogs.  For  failings 
he  had  uodoaht^dJy— many  of  iis  remember 
jhem  ;  we  are  this  day  considering  the  ejSbvt 
of  them.  ]6at  he  had  do  failiiigfs  niitt'h  were 
not  owing  to  a  noble  cause;  to  an  ardent,  ge- 
nerous, perhaps,  an  immoderate  passion  for 
fame ;  a  passion  which  is  the  instinct  of  all 
great  aoais.  He  worahipped  that  goddess 
wheresoever  she  sppeared ;  but  he  ^ud  his 
partiottlar  4evotiQas  lo  her  in  her  foV'Oiirite  ha- 
bitatioD,  in  her  chosen  temple,  the  H^use^f 
Commeo8.'[  3lr.  Burke's  Speech  on  Ame- 
rican Taxation,  April  19,  1774.  r 

*  This  is  the  itrst  Speech  of  Mr.  Barkers  of 
which  any  report  has  been  preserved.  It  is 
copied  from  %be  PofiCical  Register,  «ol.  f, 

P-aao. 
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during  this  peribd,  have  applied  all  their 
attention^  and  exerted  all  their  efforts,  to 
discover  some  effectual  remedy  for  the  na- 
tional distress.  For  my  own  part,  I  had 
no  doubt  that,  when  we  again  met,  the  ad- 
ministration would  have  been  ready  to  lay 
before  us  some  plan  for  a  speedy  relief  of 
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olr  bearing  his  sentiments  in  oiBce,  in  pi^ 
vate  conversation,  and  fi\  this  House,  mo^ 
have  been  strangely  inattentive  to  a  rnun 
whom  they  so  much  admired,  or  unco^ 
roooly  dull,  if  they  could  not  retain  tl 
smaUest  memory  of  his  opinions  on  ma 
ters  on  which  they  ought  naturally  to  hai 
the  people,  founded  upon  such  certain  I  consulted  him  often.  If  he  had  evi 
licrhte  otifi  fnfnrmoi^/Mna  oa  f Yiaw  oiAitA  ovo  \  drawtt  tho  looscst  outlincs  of  s  plan,  is 


lights  and  informations  as  they  alone  are 
able  to  procure,  and  digested  with  an  ac- 
curacy proportioned  to  the  time  they  have 
had  to  consider  of  it :  but  if  these  were 
our  expectations,  if  these  were  the  hopes 
.conceived  by  the  whole  House,  how  griev- 
ously are  we  disappointed  1  after  an  in- 
terval of  so  many  months,  instead  of  being 
told  that  a  plan  is  formed,  or  that  mea- 
sures are  taken,  or,  at  least,  that  materids 
liave  been  diligently  collected,  upon  which 
some  scheme. might  be  founded  forpre- 
aervine  us  from  famine ;  we  see  that  this 
provident  ministry,  these  careful  providers, 
are  of  opinion,  tney  have  sufficiently  ac- 
quitted themselves  of  their  duty,  by  advis- 
ing his  Majesty  to  recommend  the  matter 
once  more  to  our  consideration,  and  so 
•endeavouring  to  relieve  themselves  from 
the  burden  and  censure  wlf  ich  must  fall 
•omewhere,  by  throwing  it  upon  parlia- 
ment. God  knows  in  vmat  manner  diey 
have  been  employed  for  these  four  months 

Sast.  It  appears  too  plainly  they  have 
one  but  little  good— 1  hope  they  have 
hot  been  busied  in  doing  mischief;  and 
though  they  have  neglected  every  useful, 
every  necessary  occupation,  I  hope  Uieir 
leisure  has  not  been  spent  in  spreading 
corruption  through  the  people. 

Sir,  I  readily  assent  to  the  laborious 
panegyric  whicn  the  hon.  gentleman  upon 
the  floor  has  been  pleased  to  make  on  a 
very  able  member  of  the  administration, 
whom  we  have  lately  lost :  no  man  had  a 
higher  opinion  of  his  talents  than  I  had ; 
but  as  to  his  having  conceived  any  plan 
for  remedying  the  general  distress  about 
provisions,  (as  the  gentleman  would  have 
us  unde Aland)  I  see  many  reasons  for 
suspecting  that  it  could  never  have  been 
the  case.  If  that  eentleman  had  formed 
such  a  plan,  or  if  lie  had  collected  such 
materials  as  we  are  now  told  he  had,  I 
think  it  is  impossible  but  that,  in  the  course 
of  so  many  months,  some  knowledge  or 
intimation  of  it  must  have  been  communi- 
cated to  the  gentlemen  who  acted  with 
him,  and  who  were  united  with  him,  not 
less  by  friendship  than  by  office.  He 
was  not  a  reserved  man ;  and  surely,  Sir, 
his  coUeagueSi  who  had  every  opportuoity 


conceivable  that  all  traces  of  it  should 
so  soon  extinguished  ?  To  me,  Sir,  s 
an  absolute  oblirion  seems  wholly  incri 
ble.  Yet,  admitting  the  fact  for  am 
ment,  what  an  humiliating  confeseion  it 
for  an  administration,  who  have  undi 
taken  to  advise  about  the  conducting  ofi 
empire,  to  dedare  to  this  House,  that 
the  death  of  a  single  man,  all  projects  f{ 
the  public  good  are  at  an  end,  all  pf 
are  lost,  and  that  this  loss  is  irrepanbl 
since  there  is  not  a  leader  survivbg,  v! 
is  in  any  measure  capable  of  filling  up 
dreadful  vacuum ! 

But  I  shall  quit  this  subject  for  the  pi 
sent ;  Snd,  as  we  are  to  consider  of  an  Ai 
dress  in  return  to  the  Speech  from 
throne,  I  b^  leave  to  mention  some 
servations  occurine  to  me  upon  the  Sp( 
itself,  which  I  think  I  am  warranted, 
the  established  practice  of  this  House, 
treat  merely  as  the  speech  of  the  minisU 

The  chief  and  only  pretended  merit 
the  Speech  is,  that  it  contains  no  extrsa 
dinary  matter,  that  it  can  do  no  harm,  a 
consequently  that  an  address  of  applaa 
upon  such  speech  is  but  a  mere  comp 
ment  to  the  throne,  from  which  no  io^ 
venience  can  arise,  nor  consequeno 
drawn.    Now,  Sir,  supposing  this  tob^ 
true  representation  of  the  Speech,  1 
not  think  it  does  the  administration 
great  honour,  nor  can  I  agree,  that  to 
plaud  the  throne  for  such  a  Speedi,  wr 
be  attended  with  no  inconvenience, 
though  an  address  of  applause  ma^ 
enter  into  Uie  approt>ation  of  pani( 
measures,  yet  it  must  unavoidably  con^ 
a  general  acknowledgment,  at  leaat, ' 
things  are,  upon  the  whole,  as  they  ^ 
be,  and  that  we  are  satisfied  with  the 
presentation  of  them,  which  we  have 
ceived  from  the  throne.    But  this,  Si 
am  sure,  would  be  an  acknowledgmeflt 
consistent  with  truth,  and  inconsistent 
our  own  interior  conviction,  unless  we 
contented  to  accept  of  whatever  the 
nistry  please  to  tell  us,  and  wilfiiUy 
our  eyes  to  any  other  species  of  evidi 

As  to  the  harmlessness  of  the  S^ 
must,  for  my  own  part,  regret  the 
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^lien  ^eeches  fimn  the  throne  deserred 
jEiiother  Dame  than  that  of  ionocent ;  when 
lltfy  contained  9ome  real  and  e&ctual  m- 
formation  to  this  House,  some  express 
account  of  measures  already  taken,  or  some 

I  positive  plan  of  future  measures,  for  our 
ooDsideration.    Permit  me.  Sir,  to  divide 
dte  present  Speech  into  three  heads,  and 
.  SToy  litUe  attention  will  demonstrate  how 
br  it  is  from  aiming  at  that  spirit  o£  busi- 
•'  ae»  and  energy,  which  formerly  animated 
-  the  speeches  from  the  throne:  vou  will 
see,  under  this  division,  that  the  small 
poctinn  of  matter  contained  in  it  is  of  such 
^  a  BStoe,  and  so  stated,  as  to  preclude  all 
:    posBiUity  or  necessity  of  deliberation  in 
tbisplice.    The  first  article  is,  <  That 
evoy  thin^  is  quiet  abroad.'    The  truth  of 
tfaiiaaertion,  when  confirmed  by  an  en- 
.   qooyy  which  I  hq>e  this  House  will  make 
.  bloitf  would  give  me  the  sincerest  satis- 
•Aetion;  for  certainly  there  never  was  a 
tBse  wfaeo  the  distress  and  confusion  qf  the 
'  hiaiar  circumstances  of  this  nation  made 
iitfflore  absolutely  necessary  to  be  upon 
stecore  and   peaceable   terms  with  our 
'Neighbours:  but  1  am  a  little  inclined  to 
inspect,  and  indeed  it  is  an  opinion  too 
ifeaerallv  received,  that  this  appearance 
i(  good  understanding  with  our  neigh<- 
-jAoors  deserves  the  name  of  staipatioo,  ra- 
perthan  of  tranouHlity;  that  it  is  owing 
so  much  to  jtne  success  of  our  nego- 
»ns  iibroad,  as  to  the  absolute  and  en- 
suspension  of  them  for  a  vei^  consi- 
lie  time*    Consuls,  envoys,  and  am- 
dors,  it  Is  true,  have  been  regularly 
inted,  but,  instead  of  repairing  to 
stations,  have,  in  the  most  scanddous 
J^smier,  loitered  at  home;  as  if  they  had 
frither  no  business  to  do,  or  were  afraid  of 
g  themselves  to  the  resentment  or 
of  the  court  to  which  they  were 
^destinedi    Thus  have  all  our  negotiations 
conducted,  and  thus  they  Imve  been 
Thus  hath  the  Manilla  ransom, 
once  &vonrite  theme,  that  perpetual 
with  some  g^itlemen,  been  consigned 
oblivion.  The  slightest  remembrance  of 
fluist  not  now  be  revived.    At  this  rate, 
foreign  powers  may  well  permit  us  to 
it  would  be  equally  useless  and 
le  in  them  to  interrupt  a  tran- 
ity»  which  we  submit  to  purchase  upon 
ins^orious  tenns,  or  to  quarrel  with 
hunmle,  passive  government,    which 
neither  spirit  to  assert  a  Tight  nor  to 
l^iKnt  an  injury.    In  the  distracted,  bro- 
^W,  miserable  state  of  our  interior  ^o- 
^enunenty  our  enemiee  find  a  consolattoD 
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and  remedy  for  all  that  they  sufinred  in 
the  course  of  the  war,  and  oi^r  councils 
amply  revenge  them  for  the  successes  of 
our  arms. 

The  second  article  of  the  Speech  con- 
tains *  a  recommendation  of  what  concerns 
the  dearness  of  com,  to  our  immediate 
and  earnest  deliberation.*  No  man.  Sir, 
is  more  ready  than  my^lf,  as  an  individual, 
to  shew  all  possible  deference  to  the  re- 
apectableautnority  under  which  the  Speech 
from  the  throne  is  delivered;  but,  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  it  is  my  right,  nay, 
I  must  think  mvself  bound  to  consider  it 
as  the  advice  of  the  minister ;  ^nd,  upon 
this  principle,  if  I  would  understana  it 
rightly,  or  even  do  justice  to  the  text,  I 
must  carry  the  minister's  comment  along 
with  me.  But  what.  Sir,  has  been  the 
comment  upon  the  recommendation  made 
to  us  from  the  throne  ?  Has  it  amounted 
to  any  more  than  a  positive  assurance 
that  all  the  endeavours  of  administration 
to  form  a  plan  for  relieving  the  poor  in 
the  article  of  provisions,  have  proved  in- 
efiectual  ?  That  they  neither  have  a  plan, 
nor  materiak  of  simcient  information  to 
lay  before  the  House,  and  that  the  object 
itself  is,  in  their  apprehensions,  absolutely 
unattainable  i  If  tnis  be  the  fact,  if  it  be 
really  true  that  the  minister,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  advises  the  throne  to  recom- 
mend a  matter  to  the  earnest  deliberatioa 
of  parliament,  confesses  in  his  comment 
tluit  this  very  matter  b  beyond  the  reach 
of  this  House,  what  inference  must  we 
necessarily  draw  from  such  a  text,  and 
from  such  an  illustration  ?  I  will  not  ven- 
ture to  determme  what  may  be  the  real 
motive  of  this  strange  conduct  and  incon* 
sistent  language,  but  1-wiIl  boldly  pro- 
nounce, that  it  carries  with  it  a  most  odi- 
ous appearance.  It  has  too  much  the  air 
of  a  design  to  exculpate  the  crown,  and 
the  servants  of  the  crowns  at  the  expence 
of  parliament.  The  gracious  recommen- 
dation in  the  Speech  will  soon  be  known 
all  over  the  nation.  The  comment  and 
true  illustration  added  to  it  by  one  of  the 
ministry  will  probably  not  go  beyond  the 
limits  of  these  walls.  What  then  must  be 
the  consequence  ?  The  hopes  of  the  peo- 
ple will  be  raised.  They  of  course  will 
turn  their  eyes  upon  us,  as  if  our  endea-* 
vours  alone  were  wanting  to  relieve  them 
from  misery  and  famine,  and  to  restore 
them  to  happiness  and  plenty ;  and  at  last, 
when  all  their  golden  expectations  are  dis- ' 
appointed ;  when  they  find  that,  notwith- 
standing the  earnest  reoommeadation  from 
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the  etfirnn^  fM»meAi  has  idcetf  no  elStt- 
tual  meflsurefi  ^  t^eir  ^ief,  Ae  whole 
weight  of  their  redenteeat  wiM  natar aUy 
fall  upon  U8  their  representatives.  We 
need  not  doubt  bnt  the  effects  of  their  fury 
will  he  aaswei^aMe  to  the  cause  of  it.  It 
Will  be  proportioned  to  tHe  high  recom- 
mending authority,  which  we  shall  seem 
not  to  fakve  regarded;  andf  when  a  mo- 
narch's voice  Cri^  Havoc,  will  itot  confu- 
aioUy  riot,  and  rebellion  make  their  rapid 
progress  through  the  land  I  The  unhaippy 
people,  groaning  under  the;  severest  dis- 
tress, deluded  By  vaift  hopeir  from  llie 
throne,'  and  disappointed  of  relief  from 
the  legislature,  win,  iii  their  despair,  either 
set  aH  law  afrd  order  at  defiance ;  Or,  if 
the  law  be  enforced  upon  them,  it-  must 
be  by  the  bl6ody  assistance  of  a  military 
haod.^  We  have  already  had  a  melancholy 
experience  of  the  use  of  such  assistance. 
But  even  lega)  punishmentiErldsd  all  appear- 
ance of  justice,  when  too  dti'ictly  inflicted 
on  men  compelled  by  the  last  extremity  of 
distress  to  incur  them.  We  have  been 
feold,  indeed,  that  if  the  crown  had  taken 
lio  notice  of  the  distress  of  the  people, 
fiiich  an  omission  would  have  driven  them 
to  despair:  but  I  am  sure.  Sir,  that  to 
take  notice  of  it  in  this  manner,  to  acknow- 
ledge the  evil,  and  to  declare  it  to  be  with- 
out rehiedy,  is  the  most  Hkely  way  to 
drive  them  to  something  beyond  despair 
— to  madness;  and  against  whom  will 
their  madness  be  directed,  but  ^gaidst  utf 
their  innocent  representatives  ? 

With  respect  to  the  third  and  last  head, 
into  which-the-Speech  may  be  divided ;  I 
readily  agree  that  there  is  a  cause  of  dis- 
<5ord  somewhere :  where  it  is,  I  Will  not 
pretend  to  say.  That  it  does  exist  is  cer- 
tain, and  I  miich  doubt  whether  it  is  likely 
to  be  removed  by  atty  measures  taken  by 
the  present  administration.  As  to  vague 
^d  general  recommendations  to  us  to 
maintain  unanimity  amongst  us,  I  muit 
say  I  think  they  are  become  of  late  years 
too  flat  and  stale  to  bear  being  refpeated. 
That  such  are  the  kind  sentiments  and 
wishes  of  our  monarch,  I  am  far  from 
doubting ;  but  when  I  consider  it  as  the 
language  of  the  minister,  as  a  minister's 
recommendation,  I  carniot  help  thinking 
it  a  vain  and  idle  parade  of  words  without 
Cleaning.  Is  it  in  their  own  conduct  that 
we  are  to  look  for  an  example  of  this 
boasted  union  >  Shall  we  discover  any 
trade  Of  it  in  their  broken,  distractedf, 
councils,  their  public  disagreements  and 
private  atiimosities  ?  ts  it  not  notorious 


that  tiiey  only  subsist  l^creilisg 
anong  otiiers ;  timt  their  plan  19 1 
pavate  party  fVo»  party?   Friesd 
tiriettd?    Brother  froei  brother)  1 
their  very  motto  dmde  et  impenf 
such  men  advise  to  unite,  wdtt 
must  we  have  rf  their  sinceri^?  li 
present  instaaeice,  however,  the 
particularly  lareicaL    Whoi  we  ate 
that  affilirs  abroad  are  perfectly  qui* 
consequently  that  it  is  unnecesnry 
to  take  any  notiee  of  them ;  fAiett  ^ 
told  that  fhere  is  indeed  a  distressit 
but  beyond  the  re^h  of  this  Heuie 
medy;  to  have  unatiimity 
to  us  In  the  same  breath,  is,  in  taj  , 
something  lower  than  ridicaloui.  If  I 
two  first  preposititms  be  true^  ia  the 
of  wonder,  upon  what  are  we  to  ' 
upon  what  is  it  possible  lor  us  to 
€hi  One  point  our  salfiee  is  not 
On  the  other  il  b  uBetess :  but  it 
will  be  highly  agreeiA>le  to  the 
have  us  unite  in  approving  <^  tbdr 
duet ;   and  if  we  hate  comeoid 
amongst  ourselves  to  keep  in  aahos 
tlitem  and  their  measures.  I  dstemf\ 
all  thi  purposes  of  administtatio] 
at.  by  the  Address,  will  be  foHy  ai 
and  entirdy  to  their  satisfactioiii 
this  is  a  sort  Of  union,  whieh  I  bope 
will,  which  I  am  satisfied  never  ess, 
vail  in  a  iVee  parKament  l^e  oCin. 
we  are  fireemen  we  nniy  disiffS6i 
when  we  unite  upotl  the  teitns 
mended  to  us  by  Ihe  admipistniiafef^ 
must  be  i^lavesi 

The  iUlowing  Address  was  then 
to  without  a  division : 

'^  Most  Qi^ous  SorereigD, 

**  We,  your  Majesty's  most 
I6yal  subjects  the  GommoM  of  Greitl 
tain  in  parlitoient  assembled,  rettttv* 
Majesty  our  most  humble  thanks  ibr; 
rtfost  graeious  Speech  from  the  ihwse. 

«*  We  beg  leate  most  grateftiliy  tdj 
knowledge  your  Majesty's  goodn<«ii " 

attention  to  the  Convenience  rfy^ii^' 
pie,  in  calling  your  parliament  t(^ 
this  time ;  and  to  assiire  your  M^j»^ 
We  will  endeavour  to  improre  the 
tunity  which  the  present  happy  t^ 
peace  and  tranquillity  affbrds,  hftr 
ing  our  utmoit  abilities  In  the  P**'J|-, 
tlon  of  such  measut'es  as  may  tn^^ 
tually  pi-oniote  the  j^uHIc  welftrt  ■» 
prosperity.    '  ^^ 

«•  We  we  equdljr  wnriblerf]^  ^ 


383] 


JrMnt^jTitKi  ih$  Cl^  ^idStunMm 


A.  D.  rt^ 


[39% 


j€8tv*s  pitenial  efre,  io  tke  memmn%  al- 
ready ukcii  b  J  vour  Majesty  to  alleviate 
the  diftreaaca  of  tlie  poor ;  and  of  your 
royal  wiidoin,  in  recooiiaaading  the  same 
intereBting  and  iaaportant  objact  to  the 
cwMuderauea  ef  your  parliaaaent;  and  we 
will  naafail  te  fake  bto  our  moat  attentive 
delibtfatiao,  all  audi  measunBa  aa  thall 
appear  conducive  to  the  accooipliahaaeiit 
of  that  great  aad  meat  diaairable  end. 

*<  H  it  Willi  unfeigfied  joy  that  we  pre- 
sume to  offer  our  cangramationa  to  your 
Mi)8Sty  oo  the  late  incneaae  of  your  royid 
fuBihyby  the  birth  of  a  prince;  and  to 
mm  your  Majesty  that  we  regard  aa  an 
addiiiaa  to  the  welftre  and  happneaa  of 
ttii  DtHoBy  every  mcreaae  of  tlMt  iHoa- 
tnm  Hooie,  under  wboae  mild  and  auapf* 
ffoas  govfrnment  our  reKgioua  and  civil 
liberties  have  beeA  ao  happily  maintained 
tod  |MfMeeted« 

"  Audit  18  wkheoual  grief  and  mxietj 

dMt  w^  reflect  «Bi  tae  late  dntiraely  lew 

ef  jour  Majeaty'a  royiA  brother,  the  duke 

of  York;  whoae  €$im  and  ready  seal  m 

his  eeaotoy'a  cause,  ah^ed  him  worthy  of 

dte  heroic  race  he  aprang  from;   and 

wliese  aaaiaMe  virtues,  in  the  more  pri* 

▼see  aoeoea  of  Kfe,  most  ever  make  his 

memory  dear  to  ail  who  had  the  hapfH- 

less  of  q)praadiing  him. 

<*  We  iHeg  Ie>ave  bmoi  hnmUj  to  aasure 
your  Maiesty,  that  this  House  will,  with  a 
aeal  and  alacrity  becoming  the  repre* 
sentatrres  of  an  aftctionate  and  gratefal 
people,  readihr  grant  such  supplies  as  shall 
be  requisite  for  the  support  of  jour  Ma- 
jesty's government,  for  advancing  the  ho»* 
BQur  and  interest  of  this  country,  and  ef- 
fectually providing  for  the  public  safety. 

<<  And  that  our  regard  to  your  Majes- 
tft  recommendation,  as  well  as  the  indis- 
peim^le  doty  we  owe  to  those  whom  we 
Kpreaent,  wul  make  us  earnestly  attentive 
to  the  mat  object  of  dtminishmg  the  na- 
tional debt:  being  convinced  that  nothing 
ean  so  eflectually  tend  to  add  real  lustre 
tnd  dignity  to  your  Majesty's  govern- 
Qent,  or  to  give  solid  and  permanent 
ftrength  to  these  kingdoms. 

*^  Whh  these  views,  and  in  these  senti- 
twnti,  we  will  endeavour,  with  the  titmost 
nanimity  and  dispatch,  to  promote  the 
public  service,  and  to  deserve,  by  our  sin- 
cere and  unwearied  lalxmrs  for  the  general 
{ood,  that  confidence  which  it  has  pleased 
jrbnr  Majesty  to  repose  in  us ;  not  doubt- 
ing of  your  Majesty's  gracious  disposition 
to  confirm  and  perfect  what  our  true  seal 
may  aog^est,  mr  the  lastmg  adnotaga 
and  bappiaeaa  of  your  people. '' 


3    His  Ma}aa^ 


>f 


The  Knu^M   A\ 
g»rethisA^wer: 
*^  Getttlemeir, 

**  I  return  you  my  very  sincere  tfaanfa 
for  your  dutiful  and  loyal  Address ;  the 
part  you  take  in  the  late  happy  event  ia 
my  fiunily  completea  the  aadsfaction  which 
I  receive  from  it;  and  your  aftction  to 
me  appeam  ecpially  manifest,  from  the 
diare  you  take  m  the  melancholy  tncideot 
which  we  all  regret,  and  aervca  as  a  con* 
solation  to  me.  I  see  with  pleasure  the 
continuance  of  that  zeal,  and  true  public 
sptrid,  which  I  have  long  experienced  in 
my  faithful  Coomhoos,  }yf  your  attention 
to  the  several  objecta  recommended  t# 
your  consideration,  and  particularly  to  the 
meant  of  providing  agamst  a  scarcity  of 
cevn,  and  for  paying  the  public  debt; 
You  may  depend  upon  my  invariaMe  ai* 
tention  to  the  happinesa  and.  prosperity  ef 
my  kingdom.** 

FeHtumfnm  the  Ctty  of  LmimmiM 
High  Price  of  Prammom,']  November 
£#b  The  Sheriib  of  London  presented  t« 
the  House  the  following  Petition  from  the 
lord  mayev,  Mermen,  and  oommona,  of 
the  cttj  of  London  in  ceoMnon  councB. 
The  said  Petition  was  then  read;  settiac 
forth, 

**  That  the  present  high  prices  of  gndii, 
and  all  other  sorts  of  provisions,  partieu* 
hirly  m  the  metropolis,  ftnrcihiy  call  open 
the  petitioners,  humbly  to  solicit  th^ 
earnest  attention  of  the  House  to  the  dia* 
tresaeaof  the  industrious  poor,  whose  oi- 
tuation,  whilst  it  excites  compassion  fee 
the  immediate  sufferers,  cannot  but  raise 
the  apprehensions  of  the  legislattfre,  for 
the  consequences  thereof  to  the  manufac- 
tures, trade,  and  population,  and  uHiroat»- 
ly  to  the  landed  interest  of  Great  Britain; 
and  that  the  petitioners  most  grateMly 
acknowledge  the  wiadom  and  goodness  of 
parliament,  in  the  acts  passed  last  session, 
for  prohibiting  the  exportation,  and  allow- 
ing the  free  importation  of  com  and  grain, 
and  fin  part)  restraining  the  diatiHery; 
humbly  trusting,  that  the  House  will  be 
of  opinion,  not  to  aufibr  those  salutary  re- 
gulations to  expire,  until  the  produce  of 
the  next  year's  harvest  shall  be  cleariy 
known,  and  the  poor  manufacturer,  and 
labourer,  secure  of  bread,  at  a  moderate 
price.  That  the  dearness  of  flesh-nieat, 
fish,  and  other  necessaries,  at  this  time, 
seem  (in  the  judgment  of  the  petitioners) 
also  to  reouire  some  speedy  and  effectua 
rdief;  and  therefore,  (hey  aabmit  it  to  ti)6 
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wisdom  of  the  Houtet  whether  die  defi- 
cnency  therein  arising^  partly  from  former 
calamities,  not  yet  repaired,  ought  not, 
during  the  present  exigency,  to  be  sup- 
plied by  a  free  importation.  That  the 
petitioners  trust  the  House,  (after  pro- 
viding some  immediate  relief  for  the  pre- 
aent  urgent  necessities)  will  turn  their 
thoughts  to  more  lasting  and  extensive 
Mgulations,  which  (as  far  as  human 
wisdom  can)  may  prevent  the  like  difficul- 
ties for  Uie  fuiure.  The  petitioners  think 
it  a  duty  incumbent  on  them,  humbly  to 
by  before  the  House  such  considerations 
as  have  occurred  to  them,  on  this  impor- 
tant subject.  In  the  first  place,  the  peti* 
tioners  humbly  conceive,  that  although  a 
moderate  bounty  on  the  exportation  of 
eom  and  grain,  in  times  of  great  plenty 
jttd  dbeapness,  may  be  a  wise  and  neces- 
sary encouragement  to  the  cultivation  and 
increase  thereof,  and  the  present  bounty 
has,  in  fact,  made  them  chewier  than  they 
werebefore  (somefew  unfavourable  seasons 
only  excepted)  ;  and  although  the  export- 
ation of  our  surplus  appears  a  necessary 
and  highly  beneficial  tnule  to  the  nation 
in  general;  yet  as  the  consumption  of 
whMt  is  become  much  more  general  with- 
in this  kingdom  unce  the  commencement 
4if  the  bounty,  the  petitioners  conceive  it 
niffht  now  be  good  policy  to  reduce  the 
lii^est  bounty  price  thereof  to  a  more 
moderate  sum ;  and  it  i^pears  probable  to 
the  petitioners,  that  if  the  bounty  had  some 
years  ago  been  limited  to  what  has  been 
the  average  price  since  the  jrear  1688,  it 
might  have  preserved  to  this  country  all 
the  wheat  wnich  has  been  exported  at  the 
intermediate  prices,  and  all  the  money 
that  has  been  paid  to  replace  it  with  fo- 
reign corn,  of  a  much  inferior  quality. 
Secondly,  That  the  acts  relating  to  the 
bounty  are  defective,  in  not  expressly  re- 
atraimng  it  to  gram  of  the  growth  of  thu 
kingdom,  the  exnorters  firom  the  outports 
(Berwick  upon  Tweed  only  excepted;  not 
being  called  upon  to  make  any  proof 
thereof,  whereby  the  intentions  of  parlia- 
ment mav,  in  some  measure,  have  been 
frustrated,  and  the  public  revenue  de- 
frauded. Thirdly,  That  the  present  me- 
thod of  ascertaimng  the  bounty  price  also 
appears  ^  defective  in  several  particulars, 
wmch  (in  the  port  of  London  at  least) 
Blight  be  remedied,  by  taking  the  average 
price,  as  weekly  returned  upon  oath  to 
the  court  of  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
the  said  city.  Fourthly,  That  the  market 
bours  not  being  fixed  by  law,  gives  undue 


advantages  to  speculative  and  desi^g 
men,  and  tends  to  enhance  the  price  of 
the  necessaries  of  life  to  the  consumer. 
Fifthly,  That  the  present  regulatioiu  ia 
the  assize  of  bread  seem  highfy  disadTan- 
tageous  to  the  poor,  who,  as  the  peti* 
tioners  humbly  conceive,  might  be  sup* 
plied  cheaper,  and  better,  if  mily  onesort. 
of  bread  was  made  assizeable.    8ixthlj, 
That  the  great  increase  in  the  breed  of 
horses,    (owing  partly  to   the  growing 
practice  of  employing  them,  instead  of 
oxen,  in  tillage,  and  partly  to  the  great 
demands  firom  abroad),  has  greatly  cos- 
tributed  to  diminish  the  number  of  cattle 
for  slaughter,  and.necessarilv  tends  u>  en- 
hance Uie  price  thereof,  which  the  peti- 
tioners apprehend,  might  be  corrected,  bj 
a  duty  upon  the  exportation  of  hones, 
and  a  small  bounty  upon  the  use  of  otea 
in  tillage.    Seventhly,  That  the  acarcity 
of  grown  cattle,  and  dmseauently  the 
deamess  of  flesh-meat;  are  still  &rther  in- 
creased by  the  unlimited  destruction  of 
ewe  lambs,  and  cow  calves,  in  all  aeaaoni 
of  the  year,  merely  to  gratify  the  unrea- 
sonable appetite  of  the  ridi  and  luxuriom. 
Eighthly,  That  the  prevailing  practice  of 
consolidating  snaall  larms  not  only  teodi 
to  render  many  articles  of  provision  and 
consumption  scarce,  but  must,  in  time, 
depopulate  the  country  of  its  most  useful 
inhabitants,  by  depriving  the  industriooi 
poor   both   of   labour    and    habitatioD. 
Lastly,  That  the  misguided  and  often  ill- 
grounded  resentment  of  the  common  peo- 
ple, in  times    of  public    calamity,  (by 
tempting  them  to  destroy  mills,  corn, 
and  other  provisions,  and  to  obstruct  tbe 
removal  oi  the  latter  from  one  place  to 
another)  is  not  only  an  injury  to  their  fel- 
low subjects,  but  also  to  themiselvei,  b; 
aggravating  the  very  evils  they  complain 
of;  and  therefore,  for  their  sakes,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  public,  ought  to  be  timely 
and  efiectually  prevented  or  siippresseo. 
And  therefore  praying  the  House  to  take 
these  important  matters  into  their  mo6t 
serious  consideration,  and  to  provide  such 
remedies  as  their  respective  natures  shall 
appear  to  require,  or  admit,  and  such  as 
the  House  shall  judge  consistent  with  the 
real  and  permanent  mterests  of  the  whole 
kingdom." 

This  was  followed  by  a  Petitmn  of  the 
mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  Devises  in 
Wiltshire,  complaining  of  the  distresses  of 
the  poor  from  the  deamess  of  com  and 
other  orovisions,  and  also  of  the  hicb 
price  of  wool;  praying  the  House  to  tau 
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the  premifes  into  coiisidenitton«  and  pro- 
vide such  remedies  for  the  distresses  of 
the  pooTy  as  riiould  be  thought  prudent 
and  fitting.  These  Petitions  were  seve- 
rally ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  conside- 
doD  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  House» 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  of  the 
Kferal  acts  passed  in  the  last  session  of 
pariiameat,  relative  to  com  and  provisions. 
The  consequence  of  these  Petitions^ 
was  a  continuation  of  the  acts  passed  las( 
temooyprohibiting  theexportation  of  com, 
&c^  aiMi  allowing  an  hnportatton  from 


1768. 

Pnuedings  againsi  the  Magisiraies  tf 
Odhfd  for   o0nng   a    Bribe   to  iketr 
aiemiertJ]  January  26, 1768.  One  of  the 
aoit  remarkable  occurrences  of  this  ses- 
wm  was  an  affiur  that  related  to  a  sum  of 
nooey,  which  the  magistrates  of  Oxford 
demanded  of  sir  Thomas  Stapleton  and 
tlie  hon.  Robert  Lee,  who  represented  it, 
for  their  re-election  in  the  ensuing  new 
parliament.     This  corporation,  it  seems, 
irss  indebted  in  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  expended  for  its  own  public  pur- 
poses, the  interest  of  which  made  a  very 
disagreeable  dimmution  in  its  revenues, 
which  were  no  way  in  a  condition  to  pay 
the  principal  o£    Thus  situated,  several  of 
the  magistrates  wrote  a  joint  letter  to  their 
members,  acquainting  them  with  the  stato 
of  tbeir  aflbirs,  and  o&riog  to  re-choose 
them  at  the  approaching  general  election, 
provided  they  advanced  such  a  sum  as 
woold  be  sufficient  to  extricate  the  ci^ 
from  its  difficulties. 

It  is  generally  affirmed,  and  as  gene- 
nDy  beBeved,  that  the  gentlemen  who 
n^Ded  this  letter  to  sir  T.  Stapleton  and 
Mr.  Lee  were  not  actuated  by  any  motives 
of^Mf-interest,  and  that  they  only  meaat 
to  benefit  the  corporation  in  general  by 
their  request.  The  gentlemen,  however, 
^'d  not  diuse  to  comply  with  it ;  but  this 
by  complained  to  the  Houseof  the  Letter, 
as  containing  a  corrupt  offisr  of  electing 
them  for  the  City  of  Oxford,  at  the  next 
general  disction.  In  consequence  of 
thich  the  said  members  were  ordered 
to  attend  in  their  places  on  the  1st  of 
February. 

February  1.  Sir  T.  Stapleton  and  Mr. 

Xee  attended  in  their  places.    Mr.  Lee 

acquainted  the  House,  that  he  had  not  re* 

cored  a  letter  from  the  mayor  and  cor« 


E oration  of  Oxford  in  the  last  summer ; 
ut  that  he  had  received  a  letter,  signed 
with  the  names  of  the  mayor,  and  several 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  of  the 
said  city,  some  time  in  the  summer  of  1766 ; 
and  he  produced  the  said  letter,  toffether 
with  a  paper,  inclosed  in  the  said  Tetter, 
purporUng  to  be  a  State  of  the  City  of  Oxr 
ford's  Accounts.  And  the  said  member 
also  produced  a  copy  of  the  Letter,  which 
himself  and  sir  T.  Stapleton  wrote  to  the 
said  mayor  and  corporation,  in  answer  to 
the  said  Letter :  and  the  said  papers  were 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  and  read ; 
and  are  as  follow; 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Mayor,  6cc. 
of  the  City  of  Oxford,  to  the  hon. 
Robert  Leie« 

«  Oxford^  12/A  May,  1766. 
<'  Sir ;  the  debts  and  circumstances  of 
the  city  of  Oxford,  having  been  laid  before 
a  council  of  the  city,  held  by  order  of  the 
mayor  on  Monday  the  24th  March  last, 
and  it  then  appearing,  that  the  city  were 
indebted  to  tneir  bond  creditors  in  the 
sum  of  5,670^  exclusive  of  the  annuities, 
benefactions,  and  charities,  which  are  paid 
by  the  city,  and  annuity  amount  to  more 
than  the  nett  income  of  their  estates :  and 
as  some  person  or  persons  have,  without 
the  consent  of  the  council  of  this  dty^ 
taken  upon  themselves  to  expose  the  citj 
to  a  person  in  Lmidon,  by  offering  to  elect 
BJij  two  persons  to  be  representatives  for 
this  city  in  parliament  at  the  next  general 
election,  who  would  advance  4i,00(3. :  tiie 
mayor  and  council  have  therefore  unani^ 
mously  come  to  a  resolution,  in  order  to 
prevent  all  opposition,  animosity,  and  .con« 
fusion,  and  to  extricato  themselves  out  of 
their  present  difficulties,  to  apply  to  you 
and  sir  T.  Stapleton  (in  the  first  instance) 
for  your  assistance  to  discharge  the  bond 
debts  due  from  the  city,  by  which  means 
they  will  be  enable  to  do  justice  to  their 
creditors,  and,  as  they  apprehend,  preserve 
peace  and  unanimity  in  the  city.  But  if 
It  should  not  be  agreeable  to  you  and  sir 
Thomas  to  advance  the  money,  &e  whole 
council  are  determined  to  anply  to  soni# 
other  person  or  persons  in  tne  county  to 
do  it,  and  if pos8iDle,by  tbatmeans,  tokeep 
themselves  rrom  being  sold  to  foreigners^ 
We  therefore,  whose  names  are  hereunder 
written,  have,  by  order  of  the  councUf 
taken  die  liberty  of  troubling  you  with 
the  above,  and  also  with  the .  enclosed 
state  of  the  city  debts  and  income :  and  as 
we  are  directed  by  the  council  to  report 
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your  Bioswer  to  them,  so  we  tnu«t  beg  leave 
to  trouble  you  to  tend  your  answer  to  tbe 
mayor  as  soon  as  it  is  agreeable  to  jon, 
that  he  may  call  a  council^  and  lay  the 
same  before  thero.  We  are.  Sir,  Ac* 
Philip  Ward,  'mayor«-^ohn  Treacher, 
Tho.  Munday,  Tho.  Wise,  John  Nicholes, 
John  Phillips,  Isaac  Lawrance,  Richard 
Tawney,  Anthony  Weston^— >Tho.  Robin- 
eon,  John  Brown,  bailiflB. 

**  P.  8.   The  corporation  think  them- 

•elves  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 

late  gtoerous  benefaction  to  them,  and  are 

•orry  their   necessities    dbligtf   them  to 

trouble  you  with  this  Letter,^ 

Con  of  a  Letter  from  the  hon.  Robert 
Lee  and  sir  Tho.  Stapieton,  to  the 
^      Mayor,  &c.  of  Oxford,  dated  30th 
,  July  1766; 

**  Mr.  Mi^r,  aBd  Gentieineny 
^  We  thank  it  incumbent  qd  as  to  retuAi 
yaa  thaiiks  for  tfae^prefitvenee  you  are  fe^ 
jieroosly  pleased  to  give  us. of  purchasing 
your  corpomtioB ;  but  as  we  never  mtaaid 
So  sell  you,  ao  we  eannot  afford  the  pur- 
chase. As  it  has  been  always  our  deter- 
mined  resoiotioD,  that  if  we  coukl   not 


cemed  in  betraying  it;  while  you 
mainsd  independent,  we  thought  it  a  pe- 
admr  hanour  to  mreaentyou;  and  had 
YDu  xontimied  in  that  state,  we  shonAd 
naae  been  heartily  and  flinccoBeiy  at  yoor 


**  TaxmAM  Stj»»leto8i.'' 

The  magistrates  who  agned  the  abete 
Letter  were  commaxfded  to  appear  before 
the  HoQse  on  the  dth  Instant,  when  tiiey 
were'dl  eomnDtted  to  Newgate,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  House  were  given  to  sir 
Thomas  Stapieton  and  Mr.  Jjte  for  their 
eonductin 


IMy  of  May  1766;  and  that  tbe  peti- 
doners  are  truly  sensible  of  the  eoormitf 
of  their  offenise,  and  unfeigaodly  sorry  for 
the  same ;  and  beg  leave  most  hood)!?  to 
lepresent  to  the  House,  that  the  coDtiQo. 
ance  of  tlieir  confinement  will  be  of  tbe 
utmost  ill  consequence  to  themselves  and 
their  reapective  families:  aadtfastsone 
of  the  petitioaera'  lives  will  be  lonDioently 
endangered  thereby :  tbe  patitMoers  Th 
mas  Wise,  John  Nicholes,  sir  Tb 
iMunday,  and  John  ^Phillips,  being  is 
very  bad  state  of  health;  aad  the  reit 
the  petitioners  are  engaged  in  vary  eKtes- 
sive  business,  which  must  be  greatly  neg' 
;lected,  or  totally  stripped,  by  their  ab 
'sence ;  and  therefore  praying  tbe  House 
to  take  their  unhappy  cnrcomsteices  into 
consideration,  and  give  orders  that  tbey 
may  be  rdeased  from  Uieir  eoofiaemeot" 
Ordered,  That  the  aaid  pctitiaaen  be 
brooght  to  thefaar  of  Uiis  lumse,  to-mor- 
row morning,^  order  to  their  being  do- 
charged. 

Febroary  10.  The  aaid  petttioBen  were 

brought  to  the  bar;   v^ere  they,  spoo 

. ,        ,  .  their  knees,  received  the  fottowiag  Repii- 

aetve  om:  comrtry,.  we  would  not  be  con-    ^and  from  Mr.  Speaioer,  and  were  or- 

""*""""'  dered  to  be  dischargad,  paying^their  feet 

<<  Philip  Ward,  John  Treacher,  «r 
Thomas  Mnnday,  Hidmas  Wise,  l 
Nichotes,  John  Phillips,  Isaac  LawTsnGe,| 
Riehard  Tawney,  Thoooas  Robinson,  J<  * 
Brown ;  the  ofibnce  of  which\yoa  hm 
been  guilty  has  justly  iirought  you  anda 
the  severe  dispfeaaare  of  ^&  House.  A 
more  enarmocB  erime  <3wu  could  not  well 
0ommit ;  staee  a  deeper  wound  could  not 
be  given  to  the  constitation  itself,  this  bf 
the  open  aad  dangerous  atlcnyt  idiich 
7>oa  have  niside  tosabvetf  the  freedom  sod 
tndcpeaidenoe  of  this  Mouse. 

<<  The  freedom  of  this  House  is  tbe 
fi^eedom  Hi  this  eaantry,  wbioh  eaa  cos- 
tinue  no  kmger  than  while  the  voices  d 
Ihe  electors 'are  uniaflnenced  by  any  base 
or  veall  mdive.  For  if  abiKlies  and  tn- 
tegnty  are  no  recommefvdation  Co  tbe 
eiecters ;  tf  tbooe  wIk)  bid  highest  for  their 

voices  are  to  oblaiwthem  from  such  detes- 
table consfderatione ;  this  House  ^i^  ^ 
be  the  representatives  of  the  peopled 
Great  Britain.  Instead  of  bemg  the  gutr- 
dians  and  protectors  of  their  liberties,  io* 
stead  of  redressing  the  grievances  of  ibe 
sobject,  this  Heose  itself  will  be  the  aa- 

-       ^ ,    thors  <>f  the  worst  of  grievances:   tb^ 

Iranmet,  thetwomembersfor  the  cKy  of  will   become  the  venal    instruments  ^ 
Oaferdf-a  Letter, ^tad  from- thence  the]  ^over  to  leduce  thia  happy  nalioD,  tbe 

I  4 


Kbrtmry  9.  A  IVtitbn  dfThiljp  Ward, 
Mm  Treacher,  Thomas  Wise,  John  Ni- 
ehble^,  sir  Thomas  Mnndajy,  Jai^n  Phfl. 
Ims,  Isaac  Lawrance,  Rtcnard  Tawn^, 
anomas  Robinson,  and  John  Brown,' was 

Knted  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting 
,  '**  That  tbe  peta^oners  are  now  pri- 
Honers  in  his  Majesty's  >gaol  oTlfewgafte* 
b^  virtue  0f  an  order  of  the  House,  Ibr  a 
^nrii  and  flagrant  breach  of  the  privilege 
Wmt  House,  tending  to  subvert  the  free- 
Ami  and  independence  M"  |Hirliament,  by 
•ttbscribing  arrel  sendSng.  to  the  hon.  Ro- 
%ett   Lee^   arid   sir  Thomas  Stapieton, 
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^mrj  and  admmtion  of  die  world,  to  the 
f  unrest  state  of  misery  aod  servitude.  This 
iB  the  abject  condition  to  whidi  you  have 
^ttempM  t#  bring  jour  fellow  suojects. 

**  Many  circumstances  concur  to  aggra- 
nit  your  offence,  jThe  place  of  your 
residence  was  a  singular  advantage.  You 
hid  at  all  times  the  example  of  one  of  the 
moft  learned  and  respectable  bodies  in 
Europe  before  your  eyes.  Their  conduct 
in  every  instance,  but  especially  in  the 
choice  of  their  representatives  'in  parlia- 
ment,  was  well  worthy  yoar  imitation. 

'*  Yott  are  magistrates  of  a  great  city. 

la  socfa  a  station,  it  was  a  duty  peculiarly 

incuobeot  upon  you  to  watch  over  the 

iDoak  of  your  fellow  citizens ;    to  keep 

yourselves  pure  from  venality ;  and  to  pre- 

veot,  by  your  influence,  those  under  your 

^oremment  from  being  tainted  by  this 

groviDg  and  pestilential  vice.    How  have 

TOO  abused  this  trust!    You  yourselves 

aire  set  the  infamous  example  of  prosti« 

tution,  in  the  most  public   and  daring 

manner. 

*'  Surely  you  must  have  felt  some  re- 
iDotse  from    the  generous  disdain    with 
^hich  your  corrupt  offer  was  rejected  by 
four  representatives.    They  thought,  and 
justly  thought,  that  a  seat  in  this  House, 
Stained  by  a  free  and  independent  choice 
>f  their  constituents,  was    the    highest 
honour  to  which  a  subject  can  aspire ;  and 
•hat  discharging  their  duty,  as  such  rcpre- 
^ntativea,  was  the  noblest  of  services. 
V>rry  am  I  to  say,  that  these  considerations 
to  not  appear  to  have  had  the  least  weight 
^th  you. 
'*  However,  jou  have  at  last  acknow- 
edged  your  guilt ;  and,  by  your  petition 
esterday,  you  seem  conscious  of  the  enor- 
lity  of  your  offence.    This  House,  in  the 
STTor  of  its  judgments,  always  thinks  upon 
lercj ;    nor  do  they  ever  mflict  punish*^ 
mi  but  for  the  sake  of  example,  and  to 
revent  otiiers  from  becoming  the  objects 
i^tbeir  resentment.  , 

"  The  censure  passed  upon  you  will, 
lej  hope,  have  that  effect.    You  are  now 
ie  objects  of  their  mercy ;     and    are 
rought  to  the  bar  to  be  discharged. 
"  May  you  be  penetrated  with  a  due 
sse  of  their  justice  and  lenity !    May 
«u  atone  for  your  past  offence,  by  your 
nstant  endeavours  to  make  a  right  use 
the  invaluable  privileges  which  you  enjoy 
electors!   Consider  these  privileges  as 
sacred  trust  rei>osed  in  you.    Discharge 
With  integrity. 

**  But,  before  you  rise  from  your  present 
IVOU  XVI.] 
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posture,  I  do,  in  obedience  to  the  com* 
mands  of  this  House,  Reprimand  you. 

**  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  that  you  are 
discharged,  paying  yoiir  fees.'' 

£ast  India  Dividends  BiU.']     The  af- 
fairs of  the  East  India  Company  were  now 
become  as  much  an  object  of  annual  con- 
sideration, as  the  raising  of  the  supplies ; 
and    though    the    agreement    they  had 
entered  into  with  the  government  was  to 
continue   another  year,  yet  as  the  act 
which  restrained  their  dividends  to  10  per 
cent,  was  now  expired,  a  Bill  was  brought 
in,  to  restrain  them  in  the  same  manner  for 
the  ensuing  year.     The  Company,  greatly 
alarmed  at  the  apparent  perseverance  in  a 
measure  which  they  apprehended  so  to« 
tally  subvertive  of  their  rights,  presented 
on  the  15th  of  January  a  strong  petition 
against  it.    In  this  they  shewed  the  right 
they  had  by  their  charter  to  declare  their 
own  dividends;    that  the  regulations  al- 
ready established  by  the  legihlature  will 
at  all  times  be  sufficient  to  prevent  an  im- 
provident use  being  made  of  such  powers  ;  ' 
and  assure  the  House,  that  they  will  mako 
no  increase'  of  their  dividends,  unless  thd 
situation  of  their  affairs  shall  afford  ample 
conviction,  that  in  justice  and  prudencv 
they  will  be  warranted  in  so  domg. 

This  measure  occasioned  great  debates 
in  the  Commons.     The  advocates  for  the 
Bill  made  use  of  the  same  arguments  whicli 
were  used  upon  passing  the  former,  and 
which  we  then  took  notice  of;  those  wha 
opposed  it  took  some  new  ground,  from  ' 
the  experience  they  had  in  the  effects  of 
that  measure.    It  was  observed,  that  such 
an  exertion  of  supreme  power  was  equally 
unnecessary  and  dangerous,  after  having 
had  the  most  mortifying  experience  of  the 
operation  of  a  like  restriction  last  year, 
which  increased  the  very  mischief  it  waa 
intended  to  remedy :  that,  as  the  circum- 
stances  of  the  Company  are  clear  beyond 
a  doubt,  and  their  opulence  verified  be- 
yond the  most  sanguine  expectation,  and 
no  supposed  misconduct  of  theirs  calling' 
for  the  interposition  of  parliament ;    thia 
Bill  can  only  be  considered  as  a  mere  ac^ 
of  power,  without  a  colour  of  delinquency 
on  the  part  of  the  Company,  or  of  ne- 
cessity on  that  of  the  public :   that  it  ap- 
pears altogether   unaccountable,  to  pass 
in  one  year  an  Act  for  regulating  the 
modes  and  conditions  of  declaring  divi- 
dends by  the  Company;    and  the  very 
next   year,   to   prohibit  the   exercise  of 

those  very  (>ow^r9  w  regulated :  that  tbia 
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law,  made  on  purpose  to  reflate  the 
method  of  declaring  dividends,  does  of  ne- 
cessity imply  the  exercise  of  that  right 
under  the  conditions  therein  prescribed, 
which  cannot  be  taken  away  from  the 
Company,  without  the  most  signal  dis- 
CTace  to  the  wisdom  and  good-faith  of  the 
legislature,  and  the  subversion  of  every 
pnnciple  of  legal  government. 

It  was  also  observed,  that  to  restrain  the 
subject  in  the  disposition  of  his  own  pro- 
perty, without  any  other  pretence  than  the 
mere  possibility  of  abuse,  is  a  principle 
unheard  of  in  any  free  country,  and  most 
alarming  to  all  the  monied  and  trading  in- 
terests of  this  kingdom :  that  it  goes  to 
the  subjecting  to  uie  'same  restramt,  on 
iUie  same  loose  reasons,  every  great  com- 
pany as  well  as  every  public  or  private 
stock,  which  may  become  of  magnitude 
sufficient  to  tempt  ia  future  times  an  im- 
poverished treasury  and  a  rapacious  ad- 
ministration, since  no  degree  of  innocence 
jCan  be  a  security  against  such  suspicion 
of  a  possible  fraud ;  and  such  suspicion 
tnay  be  made  a  ground  for  continumg  an 
arbitrary  restraint,  until  the  subject  shall 
consent  to  ransom  his  property  on  such 
terms  as  shall  be  prescribed  to  him. 

These  and  many  other  reasons  were 
lirp;ed  with  "great  force,  but  to  very  little 
effect ;  and  the  Restraining  Bill  was  car- 
ried a  second  time  by  a  very  great  ma- 
jority. It  met,  as  well  as  the  former,  with 
a  great  opposition  in  the  House  of  Peers, 
and  the  tollowing  I^otest  was  entered 
against  it. 

Protest  against  passing  the  East  India 
jpividends*  BiU.^  February  8.  The  BiU 
entitled,  <  An  Act  for  farther  regulating 
the  proceedings  of  the  United  Company 
i>f  merchants  of  England  trading  to  the 
East  Indies,  with  respect  to  the  making  of 
Dividends,'  being  read  a  third  time,  the 
question  was  put,  Whether  the  said  Bill 
should  pass  i  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

**  Dissentient, 

1.  ^*  Because  tiiis  Bill  is  an  exertion  of 
£he  supreme  power  of  parliament,  equally 
unnecessary  and  dangerous,  after  hi^ving 
had  the  most  mortifying  experience  of  the 
operation  of  a  like  restriction  last  year, 
]irhich  increased  the  very  mischief  it  was 
intended  to  remedy,  at  a  time  when  the 
circumstances  of  tiie  Company  are  clear 
beyond  a  doubt,  and  their  opulence  veri- 
fied beyond  the  most  sangume  expecta- 
tion :  uo  supposed  misconduct  cf  die 


Company  calling  for  the  interpoiiti<n 
parliaitaent ;   no  rash  and  excessive  ' 
dends    declared;    no^  increase  of 
dends   even   desired:^  on   the 
the   Company  have  restrained  itadfj 
principles    much     more    rational 
those  adopted  by  the  Bfll,  as  they 
a   reference  to  Uieir  circumstances 
not  to   a  fixed  period  of  time, 
by  an  arbitrary  resolution.    We 
therefore,  avoid  considering  this  BlSj 
mere  act  of  power,  without  a  ooloar 
Imquenc^  on  the  part  of  the  Compn 
of  necessity  on  the  part  of  the  puolid 

2.  *^  Because  it  appears  to  us,  tfattj 
Bill  is  a  high  violation  of  the 
faith,  taking  away,  without  any  jt 
process,  or  even  any  criminal  cbarg^ 
power  of  declaring  dividends,  wfaier 
Company  purchased  from  the  public! 
valuable  consideration. 

3.  *<  Because  it  appears  to  us  alt 
unaccountable,  to  pass  in  one  year  sal 
for  regulating  the  modes  and  condf 
of  declaring  dividends  by  the  Comi 
and,  in^the  very  next  year,  to  probibi 
exercise  of  those  very  powers  so 
this  act  is  now  in  full  force :  no 
it  has  been  stated;    no  amendment  I 
been  proposed;    no  infraction  has 
pretended.    This  law,  made  ex] 
regulate  the  method  of  declaring 
does  of  necessity  imply  the  ez( 
that  right  under  the    conditions 
prescribed,  which  cannot  be  taken 
the  East  India  Company,  without  tbei 
si^n^  disgrace  to  the  wisdom  aodf 
faith  of  the  legislature,  and  the  subfe 
of  every  principle  of  legal  govemmeiitj 

4h  **  Because  it  appears  to  us,  Ml 
restrain  the  subject  m  the  disposidr 
his  own  property,  without  any  otber  | 
tence  than  the  mere  possibility  of  d 
(this  Bill  liaving  been  chiefly  d^^ 
upon  that  ground)  is  a  principle  uohes 
of  m  any  free  countrvy  and  most  aiann^ 
to  all  the  trading  and  monied  iotere^^ 
this  kingdom ;  it  goes  to  the  sabjer^ 
to  the  same  restraint,  on  tfie  same 
reasons,  every  great  company^  as 
every  public  or  private  stock,  which 
become  of  magnitude  sufficient  to  tX 
in  future  times,  an  ifnpovejidied  tres 
and  a  rapacious  admmistration,  a^ 
degree  of  innocence  can  be  a  seer 
against  such  suspicion  of  a  possible 
and  such  a  suspicion  may  be  made  a  g 
for  continuing  an  arbitraiy  restraint,  oj 
the  subject  shall  consent  to  ransomj" 
property  on  such  tenilS  8S  sbaQ  b^  r 
scru>ed  to  ~ 
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S. «  Because  this  annual  restraint  tends 
to  ettablish  «  perpetual  interposition  of 
parliament,  in  declaring  dividends  for  this 
Coopanyi  and  indeed  all  companies  what- 
ioerer»  to  the  increase  of  that  most  dan- 
gerous and  infamous  part  of  stock-jobbinff 
rhich  is  carried  on  by  clandestine  intelli- 
gence, and  to  the  vesting  it  in  the  worst 
of  all  hands,  those  of  administration ;  for  a 
Dumster,who  shall  hereafter  acquire  in 
parliament  (bj  whatever  means)  sufficient 
loflueace  for  the  purpose^  may,  by  his 
newer  of  increasing,  duninisbing,  or  with- 
noldmg  dividends  at  his  pleasure,  have  all 
the  itockholders  in  these  companies  (a 
bodj  atremely  considerable  for  wealth 
andjumibersl  entirely  at  hislnercj,  and 
iwoftthly  St  nis  disposal^  to  the  iftfinite 
increase  of  the  already  overgrown,  and 
aloMMt  irresistible  influence  of  the  crown. 
6.  ^  Because  we  apprehend,  that  this 
.  nif  lecedented  practice  of  declarmg  divi- 
dends m  parliament,  may  become  a  more 
alarming  mode  of  undue  influence  on  the 
members  themselves,  than  any  of  those 
whicbhave  hitherto  so  frequently  excited 
the  jealousy  of  Uie  legislature,  since  it  fur- 
siibes  a  fund  of  corruption  far  greater  than 
aoj  hitherto  known ;  a  fund  in  its  nature 
ioexhaust3>le,  of  the  greatest  facility  in 
the  application,  and  auite  out  of  the  reach 
of  all  discovery   ana  prosecution.     We 
think  the  principle  of  this  Bill  the  first 
itep  towards  the  introduction  of  such  a 
new  system  of  corruption,  and  have  there- 
fore resisted  it,  lest  the  constitution  should 
became  totally  perverted  from  the  ends 
for  which  it  was  originally  established, 
aod  be  no  longer  venerated  by  this  nation, 
Is  giving  security  to  liberty  and  property, 
<Qd  protection  to  the  subject  from  all  vio- 
lence and  injustice  on  the  part  of  govem- 
Itient.    (Signed)  Richmonc|»  King,  Port- 
lands  Rockinsham,  Monson,  Lyt- 
telton,  Temp&,  Fred.  Expn,  Wm- 
cbelsc^  ana    NottinghaiPi   Dart- 
mouth, Ponsonby.'* 

Proceeding4  in  the  Commons  on  ike 
VtMum  Temmu  BiUA  February  17.  Sir 
George  Savile  movecf  for  leave  to  bring  in 
S  Bill  <*  for  quietmg  the  possessions  of  the 
sabject,  ana  for  amenduig  and  rendering 
more  efectual  an  Act  of  the  21st  of  James 
1,  entitled  an  Act  for  the  general  quiet  of 
the  subject,  against  all  pretences  of  con- 
cealment whatsoever."  This  motion  was 
seconded  by  sir  Anthony  Abdy,  but  afler 
along  debttte,  it  passed  in  the  negative  by 
ISiy  against  U^ 


Thi»  proposition  was  so  remarkable,  not 
only  for  the  importance  of  the  interesta 
that  were  to  be  afieqted  bj  it,  but  by  the 
events  which  preceded  and  probably  gave 
rise  to  it,  that  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  take 
up  the  matter  from  the  beginning*.  The 
d.uke  of  Portland  and  his  ancestors  had 
been  in  possession  about  seventy  years  of 
a  very  considerable  estate  in  the  north  of 
England,  in  consequence  of  a  grant  made 
bv  the  late  king  William  to  the  first  earl 
ox  the  present  family,  of  the  honour  of 
Penrith  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  and 
the  appurtenances  thereunto  belongings 
The  forest  of  Inslewood,  and  the  manor 
and  castle  of  Carlisle,  were  considered  aa 
parts  of  this  grant ;  and  have  been  accords 
mgly  enjoy^  by  the  family  by  the  same 
tenure  and  in  the  same  quiet  possession  aa 
the  rest.  By  what  has  lately  appeared,  it 
is  probable  that  they  are  not  [Muticularly 
specified  in  this  grant;  but  were  supposed 
to  be  included  as  parts  of  the  whole.  It  is 
also  possible  that  the  king,  who  had  suf- 
ficiently experienced  the  extreme  jealousy 
of  the  parliament  and  people,  on  every 
mark  of^  attention  which  he  shewed  to  his 
countrymen,  did  not  chuse  to  excite  fresh 
dampurs  by  an  ample  specification  of 
terms  in  a  grant  to  his  favourite. 

Sir  James  Lowther,  wlio  is  possessed  of 
a  very  great  fortune  in  the  same  county, 
and  who  seems  to  have  been  well  informed 
of  all  the  circumstances  relative  to  this  grant, 
presented  a  memorial  [  Jul^  9, 1 767]  to  the 
lords  of  the  treasury,  in  which  he  set  forth. 
That  he  was  informed  that  the  forest  of 
Inglewood,  and  the  soccage  of  the  castle 
of  Carlisle,  had  been  long  withheld  front 
the  crown  without  its  receiving  any  bene- 
fit from  them ;  and  therefore  he  praj^  a 
lease  of  his  Majesty's  interest  therein  for 
three  lives,  upon  such  terms  as  should  ap- 
pear fitting  to  their  lordships. 

This  memorial  was  referred  by  the 
board  of  treasuiy  to  the  survejror  general 
of  crown  lands,  for  his  opinion.  The 
survevor,  in  his  report  in  answer  to  the 
boani,  said,  that  the  premises  in  question 
were  not  conveyed  by  the  grant  from  king 
William  to  the  earl  of  Portland,  but  were 
still  invested  in  the  crown;  and  recom- 
mended to  their  lordships  to  grant  the 
lease  demanded,  for  three  lives,  at  a  cer- 
tain small  reserved  rent  which  he  speci- 
fied, viz.  5(W.  per  ann.  for  the  soccage  of 
Carlisle,  and  15s.  4cf.  for  the  fdrest,  and  a 
third  part  of  the  rent  of  such  lands,  &c 

*  See  iauiusl  Register  for  I7689  p.  78, 
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AS  shall  be  recovered  from  the  duke  of 
Portland. 

This  report  of  the  Burveyor,  who  is 
himself  no  lawyer, .  was  returned  to  the 
board,  on  a  dpbious  and  intricate  question 
in  law,  without  his  taking  the  opmion  of 
the  attorney  or  solicitor  general,  or  hear- 
.ing  the  duke. of  Portland's  lawyers  in  de- 
fence of  his  title.  The  propeeciQng  seemed 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  the  memorial 
was  delivered,  the  report  made,  and  the 
affair  in  agitation,  near  two  months  before 
the  duke  received  any  authentic  informa- 
tion of  it ;  [[Sept. 2,]  and  even  then  it  was 
the  effect  of  an  inquiry,  first  founded  on 
vague  report  and  hearsay,  rather  than  of 
a  designed  or  regular  notice.  The  board 
of  treasury  having  then  also  adjourned  for 
above  a  month,  it  was  out  of  the  duke's 
power  during  that  time  to  make  any  re- 
presentations on  the  subject;  and  as  it 
was  vacation  time,  when  all  the  lawyers 
are  out  of  town,  it  was  an  impediment  to 
his  preparing  his  title  properly  to  lay 
before  it. 

As  soon  as  the  board  met,  a  memorial 
was  presented  by  the  duke,  praying  to  be 
heard  by  oounsel  in  defence  of  his  title, 
before  it  proceeded  to  any  act  in  conse- 
quence of  sir  J'^mes  Lowther's  applica- 
tion. In  answer  to  this  memorial  he  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  in  which  it  was  desired  by  order 
of  the  lords,  that  the  duke  would  lay 
before  the  board  a  state  of  his  claim  and 
title  to  the  forest  of  Inglewood,  which  they 
would  refer  to  the  surveyor  general,  and 
would  at  the  same  time  send  him  back  the 
report  which  he  had  made  on  sir  James 
Lowther's  memorial,  for  his  farther  con- 
fiideration.  It  was  also  promised,  that  no 
step  should  be  taken  towards  the  decision 
of  the  matter  in  question,  till  the  duke's 
title  had  been  stated,  referred  to,  and  re- 
ported on  by  the  proper  officer^  and  fully 
and  maturely  considered  by  the  board  of 
treasury. 

The  duke,  in  consequence  of  this  as- 
surance, employed  his  ageilts  in  inspect- 
ing and  taking  copies  of  several  records 
and  evidences  in  the  different  public  of- 
fices, which  were  necessary  for  the  stating 
and  preparing  of  his  title  by  the  lawyers. 
This  was  a  tedious  and  important  work, 
as  the  point  upon  which  the  question  hung 
was,  whether  the  forest  and  manor  in  de- 
bate were  appurtenantes  belonging  to  the 
honour  of  Penrith.  To  enter  into  this 
disquisition,  it  was  necessary  to  consult  a 
•Icn^  traia  of  precedents^  grants,  surveys, 


verdicts,  and  innumerable  acts  of 
ship,  for  some  hundreds  of  years 
from  the  time  of  Richard  8,  who, 
duke  of  Gloucester,  was  possessed  of  i 
honour.    In  the  course  of  this 
the  duke's  agents  thought  it  proper 
examine,  whether  the  facts  mentiooeil 
the  surveyor's  report  were  fairly  and  ti 
tially  stated.    To  this  purpose,  appF 
was  made  at  the  surveyor's  office,  fi 
mission    to   inspect   the   surveys, 
rolls,  and  monuments  on  which  1 
founded  his  report.    This  applicatioDl 
however  without  effect :  and  the 
sion  absolutely  refused  to  be  granted. 

Upon  the  duke's  return  to  tow%] 
presented  a  memorial  to  the  be 
which  he  prayed.  That,  as  all  pat 
cords  ought  and  by  all  courts  of  juc' 
are  directed  to  be  inspected  for  the  I 
fit  of  the  parties  interested,  an  order  J] 
be  issued  to  the  surveyor's  office, ' 
berty  to  inspect  such  surveys,  court  i 
&c,  as  related  to  the  matter  in  qu( 
The  board  answered  by  their  seen 
That  an  order  for  that  purpose  shoe 
granted :  not  as  a  foundation  of  rigfat,! 
as  a  niatter  of  candour  and  civility. 

However  it  was,  though  the  cierbi 
ceived  the  fees  for  the  drawing  up  of ' 
order  it  could  never  be  procured, 
various  delays  and  evasions,  it  was  at  I 
said  to  have  been  sent  to  the  aurvej 
office :  and  upon   enquiiy  there,  tfaei 
ceipt  of  it  was  denied.     It  aflerwardll 
peared  that  an  answer  to  it  had  beeni 
by  the  surveyor,  to  the  treasuiy,  two 
before  the  time  of  denial,  in  which  he i 
monstrated  against  the  inspection  of 
papers  by  those  who  litigate  the  rigbd* 
the  crown. 

In  this  manner  were  the  duke's 
trifled  with  till  Christmas;  and  while 
were  thus  busied  in  preparing  his 
under  the  instructions  of  the  board, 
grants  were  made  to  sir  James 
of  the  possessions  in  question,  and 
passed  through  all  the  seals  except 
of  the  exchequer.  This  was  done 
out  any  previous  notice  or  citation  to' 
duke ;  and  before  he  or  his  a^nls  ^ 
even  apprized  that  the  inspection  at 
surveyor's  office  would  not  be  cofflp 
with.  At  length  the  duke  received 
letter  in  the  country,  from  the 
of  the  treasury,  dated  the  22nd  of  "Decern 
ber,  in  which  he  was  informed  ^\iJ 
grant  was  passed,  and  the  leases  alres^j 
signed.  Nothing  now  reraamed  but^ 
stop  its  progress  io  the  cxchcqucf-^*^ 
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where  a  careat  had  before  been  entered 
for  that  purpose.  But  upon  application 
to  the  chancellor  to  with-hold  the  seal  in 
consequence  of  the  caveat,  his  lordship 
made  answer,  that  he  was  pressed  to  affix 
the  sea]  instantaneously;  and  that,  as 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  he  could  not 
refuse  to  comply  with  an  order  from  the 
board  of  treasury  to  that  purpose. 

As  this  measure  was  founded  upon,  and 
again  bringing  into  use,  the  antiquated 
law,  and  prerogative  maxim,  of  *  hfuUum 
tem^  occurrit  Regi,'  by  wliuch  no  length 
Of?  tune  or  possession  can  be  a  bar  against 
the  daims  of  the  crown ;  and  as  all  the 
bods  in  the  kingdom  have  at  different 
times  been  in  its  possession,  and  many  of 
tfaem,  from  the  loss  of  authentic  deeds  and 
papers,  may  be  liable  to' the  revival  of 
daims  of  a  similar  nature;    so  nothing 
could  be  more  alarming  to  the  landed  pro- 
perty of  the  nation.    Resumptions  in  most 
esses  are  disagreeable,  and  cautiously  to 
be  meddled  with.    In  this,  the  particular 
circumstances  that  attended  it,  and  the 
mode  observed  in   the   whole   conduct, 
seemed  as  disagreeable  as  the  act  itself. 
It  accordingly  excited,  not  only  a  popular 
clamour,  but  a  very  general  dissatis&ction, 
and  became  a  subject  of  great  debate  both 
in  public  and  private* 

On  one  siae  the  arbitrary  spirit  and 
dangerous  tendency  of  the  NuUum  Tem- 
pos maxim,  on  which  this  grant  was 
founded,  was  exposed  with  great  ability. 
It  was  shewn  that  the  exercise  of  any  right 
supposed  to  be  founded  upon  it  was  prac- 
tised only  by  our  worst  and  most  arbitrary 
princes ;  and  even  by  them  with  caution, 
as  they  were  sensible  of  the  general 
abhorrence  which  every  act  of  the  kind 
excited :  that  it  had  long  been  the  op- 
probrium of  prerogative,  and  ^the  dis- 
grace of  the  law;  and  that  the  ablest 
writer^  in  that  profession,  and  the  best 
judges  had  always  cast  an  odium  on  it, 
as  being  fundamentally  contrary  to  na- 
tural equity,  and  all  the  maxims  of  a  free 
government :  that  even  in  the  arbitrary 
reign  of  James  the  first,  a  law  was  passed, 
in  some  degree,  to  prevent  its  evil  eifects : 
that  as  the  constitution  became  then 
better  established,  the  powers  of  its  dif- 
ferent parts  defined,  and  the  rights  of  the 
people  delineated ;  this  law  was  only  made 
retrospective,  as  it  could  not  be  supposed 
that  a  maxim  would  be  revived  in  more 
enlightened  ages,  which  was  alwa]^  so 
odious  in  the  &rke8t  times :  that  the  re- 
vival of  it  could  be  only  to  answer  the 


most  art>itrary  purposes,  to  hang  it  up  as 
a  rod  to  awe  the  subject,  who  was  liable 
to  be  harassed  and  ruined,  by. frivolous 
and  vexatious  suits,  whenever  he  became 
obnoxious  to  a  ministry. 

It  was  said,  that,  as  the  duke's  title  was 
still  under  the  protection  of  the  laws,  and 
there  could  be  no  doubt  but  he  would  de« 
fpnd  it  to  the  utmost,  and  the  issue  of 
such  a  suit  must  be  very  distant  and  very 
uncertain,  therefore  the  present  grant  must 
be  founded  on  the  most  unconstitutional 
motive,  that  of  obtaining  to  a  party  a  tem« 
porary  and  undue  influence  in  the  ensuing 
general  election :  that  the  avowed  oppo- 
sition of  interests  in  the  same  county  be* 
tween  the  parties,  and  the  particular  con- 
nexions of  one  of  them,  leu  no  room  to 
doubt  that  this  was  the  sole  object  in 
view. 

It  was  observed,  that,  when  our  kinga 
had  little  other  revenue  to  support  the 
court  and  civil  list  than  what  arose  from 
their  demesne  lands,  resumptions  then, 
though  cautiously  practised,  were  neces- 
sary, when  weak  and  prodigal  princes  had 
too  much  impoverished  the  crown  by  the 
making  of  profuse  grants :  that,  in  such 
cases,  these  resumptions  were  useful  to 
the  public,  which  must  at  any  rate  sup- 
port  the  dignity  of  the  crown.  However, 
resumption,  if  it  should  ever  become  neces- 
sary, was  the  proper  act  of  the  legislature^ 
and  not  of  the  crown :  that  things  were  now 
entirely  changed ;  the  crown  had  a  great 
and  permanent  revenue  settled  on  it  by 
the  public,  fully  sufficient  to  answer  these 
purposes,  and  in  a  great  measure  designed 
to  secure  the  quiet  of  the  people  in  their 
possessions,  and  to  prevent  the  litigations 
that  arose  from  the  claims  of  the  crown, 
and  the  continual  'disputes  that  occurred 
about  the  disposition  of  its  lands :  that  the 
colour  which  the  defenders  of  the  measure 
pretended  to  give  it,  of  its  being  designed 
to  lighten  the  burdens  of  the  people,  by 
finding  a  new  source  of  revenue  for  the 
crown,  was  so  ridiculous  as  not  to  deserve 
a  serious  answer :  that  the  civil  list  esta- 
blishment was  fixed  and  permanent,  and 
the  paltry  reserved  rent  too  contemptible 
to  be  mentioned  :  that  it  was  evidently  a 
continuance,  of  that  ungracious  system 
which  had  been  pursued  for  some  years,  of 
taking  every  opportunity  to  affront  and 
disgrace  those  families  who  had  the  prin- 
cipal share  in  the  Revolution,  find  se- 
curing the  accession  of  the  House  of  Ha- 
nover to  the  throne  :  that  the  particular 
circumstances    attendbg  it  lufficientlj. 
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•hewed,  that  the  ttme  hidden  and  mdae  i 
infloeiice,  which  was  ao  obooxiooa  to  the  ^ 
natioDy  and  had  so  long  directed  its  ooblic 
^  couocilst  still  presided  in  them,  in  tne  full 
plenitude  of  its  power:  and  thai  die  pri- 
vacy,  harry,  evasion,  and  duplicity,  which 
attended  the  whole  transaction^  were  a 
disgrace  to  government  itself. 

On  the  other  side,  the  questions  of  law 
and  right  were  chiefly  insisted  on.  It  was 
said,  that  the  premises  in  question  were 
no  part  of  the  honour  of  Penrith,  and  that 
they  were  neither  ^lecified,  nor  onder- 
atood  in  the  grant:  that,  die  right  being 
certain,  it  was  no  more  a  iaiut  in  the 
crown,  than  it  would  in  a  private  person 
to  assert  it ;  that  it  would  be  happy  if 
many  such  resumptions  were  maoe,  to 
icase  the  burdens  of  the  people :  that  the 
earl  of  Portland  and  his  fiunily  were  suf- 
.ficiently  compensated  for  any  services  he 
liad  performed  to  the  nation;  and  that, 
after  70  years  possession  of  an  estate  to 
which  they  had  no  rights  they  may  con- 
tentedly resign  it  to  the  true  owner,  when 
there  waa  no  demand  made  upon  them  Ux 
the  past  issoes;  that  supposing  the  charge 
fiS  favouritism,  his  present  Majesty  had  as 
Mod  a  right  to  reward  his  uvouritesas 
£ng  WilCam  had ;  and  that  the  natund 
Influence  which  the  possessiOB  of  die 
jerown  lands  afford  in  elections  was  dis- 
posed of  with  more  propriety  in  the  hands 
of  the  frirads  to  aoministratton,  than  in 
those  who  were  in  opposition  to  it. 

The  defenders  o/ the  measure  did  not 
enter  much  into  the  prudence  and  pro- 
priety of  the  grant,  nor  into  a  defence  of 
the  conduct  by  whidi  it  was  carried  into 
ezecudoo.  It  was  only  said,  that  the 
treasury  was  bound  to  foUow  the  surveyor- 
generars  report,  and  had  given  sufficient 
time  to  the  auke  to  prepare  his  dUe,  and 
that  the  reason  of  his  not  doing  it  was  be- 
cause he  had  none  to  shew. 

It  is  evident  on  the  face  of  this  defence 
.ihat  it  goes  upon  two  principles,  neidier  of 
jvbich  are  tenable.  First,  that  there  is  no 
equity  in  a  prescripdve  possession ;  con- 
trary to  the  opinicms  of  all  writers  of  law 
•in  every  country,  and  indeed  to  the  com- 
mon sense  of  mankind.  The  second  is, 
|hat  the  surveyor-general's  report  is  con- 
clusive, so  &r  as  to  obli^  the  treasury  to 
imake  a  grant  to  any  n^orroer  to  whom 
•that  report  shall  be  &vourable ;  a  power 
in  die  surveyor-general,  whidi  they  did 
AOt  attempt  to  support  by  any  law  autho- 
rity whatsoever.  Upon  the  whole,  with- 
^t  entering  into  a  discussion  of  the  ques- 


tioDS  of  law  or  j^^t,  it  may  not  be  eaiy  to 
defend  the  propriety  of  a  measure,  in  ge* 
neral  so  alarmiqg,  and  so  extremely  uq« 
popular.  Nor  does  it  seem  conuMeot 
with  good  p<^cy,  to  disgust  and  iniute, 
i^n  trifling  or  needless  oocssioiis,  tile 
great  families  of  any  country;  more  espe- 
cially under  such  a  form  and  establishment 
of  government  as  onrs.  Nor  did  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  transaction  was  conduct* 
ed  carry  that  face  of  deamessand  eauitv, 
which  IS  so  necessary,  and  so  desirable,  la 
the  administradon  of  a  great  nation.  Ac- 
cordingly, as  no  one  act  tended  so  much 
to  the  unpopularity  of  administration,  lo 
the  success  that  attended  this  measure 
was  in  proportion  to  the  odium;  theei^ 
fects  counteracted  the  design,  and  totallj 
overthrew  that  interest  m  the  nocto^ 
which  it  was  intended  to  establish  vA 
extend. 

This  modon  was  introduced  entiidf 
upon  public  grounds,  and  expiry  guard- 
ed against  the  serving  of  any  iaooi^diate 
or  personal  purpose,  or  the  taking  in  anj 
pendent  or  recent  case.  The  purport  of 
the  law  of  James  1,  is,  that  a  qoietand 
uninterrupted  enjoyment,  for  60  yean 
before  the  passing  of  the  act,  of  any  estate 
originaUy  derived  from  the  crown,  shaD 
bar  the  crown  from  anv  right  of  suit  to  re- 
cover such  estate,  undier  pretence  of  any 
fl&w  in  the  grant,  or  other  defect  of  titk. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  the  motioo 
was,  to  convert  tnat  fixed  prescr^tioD  of 
the  act  of  L  James  into  amoving  limita- 
tion; and  to  make  60  years  possession  in 
all  future  dmes  abar  against  the  daioa  of 
the  crown. 

Notwithstanding  the  equitable  ^und 
on  which  this  motion  was  founded,  it  met 
with  a  strong  opposidon  from  the  miDisti7» 
whose  conduct  fell  under  the  besTiest 
censure  upon  the  occasion;  but  the  sub- 
ject was  of  a  nature  so  interesting  to  all 
parties,  and  the  arguments  that  must  1m 
used  to  expose  it  so  generally  odious,  that 
it  was  thought  proper  to  change  the  mode 
of  defence,  and,  under  cdour  of  the  short- 
ness of  the  session,  to  put  it  off  till  tbe 
next  meedng  of  parliament  This  ma- 
noeuvre succeeded,  but  upon  so  dose* 
division,  that  it  afforded  a  majority  of  odJ; 
twentyt 

ThefoUomng  it  a  Litiof  the  GtnU^M 
vJio  voted  Jar  the  Motion* 

Anson,  Thomas  A'Court,  It-g^-  ^* 

Abdy,  sir  A.  T.  barl.      AiiWiJc,  Wm. 
Adams,  Oaoige  Arcbei^  hoP*  ^'i^^ 
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SupfiUe*  granted  fir  the  Yeart 
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Aafrere,  Gedrjgre 
Bnliiick,  lord  £ilw. 
fieDtinck,  capt.  John 
BcrtiB,  Per^nno 
BuTow,  Charles 


Craven,  Thomas 
CKto,  Richard 
Darker,  John 
Deleral,  G.  Shafloe 
Demptter,  George 


Beauderek,  hon.  Avb.    Doirne,  lord  vise. 


Bardett,  sir  Robt  ht. 
Bromley,  Wm. 
Baker,  sir  Wm. 
Burt,  Wm.  Math. 
Burke,  Wm. 
Burke,  Edroimd 


Dummer,  Thomas 
Dolben,  sir  Wm.  ht. 
Fiocb.  Sa?ile 
Fbley,  Thomas, Joti. 
Pranekland,  sir  T. 
Fuller,  Richard 


Bsotle,  R.  Wilbraham    Gascoifn,  Bamber 


Oife^HrTbo.  hart. 
Cavcndisb,  lord  Geo. 

CaToi&h,  lord  Fred. 

Caveodish,  lord  John 

CireBdisb,  Richard 

OdB,  Charles 

Cike,  Weoman 

CidriDgton,  sir  Wm. 

Cfwlmoadeley,  Tho. 

Chotffltey,  Nath. 
Ctmae,  gen. 
Comewall,  Velters 
Cotton,  sir  J.  Hyode 
Cftrzon,  AshcAoQ 
Cunren,  Henry 


Grey,  lonl 
Garth,  Charles 
Gren?ille,  rt.  boo.  G. 
GrenTifle,  James,  jun. 
Grosrenor,  Thomas 
Hamilton,  Wm,  Ger. 
Hardy,  sir  Charles^ 
Hanbnry,  John 
Harley,  hon.  Robt. 
Harris,  James 
Heatboote,  sir  Gilbert, 
Herrey,  hon.  Augost. 
Herrey,  hon.  Wm. 
Heiret,  John 
Hotham,  col.  Chas. 


Honeywood,  Philip, 
Hovrard,  Thomas 
Hunter,  Tho.  Orby 
Irwin,  John,  m.-geo. 
Keck,  Anthonv  Jas. 
Keppel,  hon.  Aog. 
LadbrolEe,  sir  Robt 
Lasoelles,  Edwin 
lAseelles,  Danid 
Lascelles,  Edw. 
Lawrence,  William 
Legh,  Peter 
Lenox,  lont  George 
Long,  sir  James,  bt* 


Palmerston,  lord  vise. 
Psrker,  John 
Pitt,  hon.  Thomas 
Pfpscott,  George 
Ridley,  Matthew 
Roshout,  John 
Sackville,  lord  Geo. 
SaTile,  sir  Geo.  bt* 
Scawen,  James 
Seymour,  Henry 
Bhiffher,  Henry 
Smith,  sir  Jarreti  bt 
Tndway,  Clement 
Vansittart,  Arthor 
Weddel,  WUIian 


Luther,  John 

Meredith,  sir  Wm.  bt.  Way,  Benjamio 

Mills,  Richard  West,  James 

Molesworth,  sir  Jn.bt.  West,  James, jun. 

Manners,  lord  Robt  White,  John 

'  Morgan,  Tho.  jun.  Winterton,  earl 

Morgan,  Charles  Wbateley,  Thomas 

Murray,  James  Walsh,  John 

Newdigate,  sir  Rt.  bt  York,  hon.  Charles 


Norris,  John 
Offley,  John 
Osbaldeston,  Fonn. 
Orwell,  lord 
Palmer,  sir  John,  bt 


York,  hon.  Joha 

TELLERS. 

Armitage,  sir  Geo.  bt* 
Montagu,  Frederick 


SiqppUei  granted Jbr  the  Year  1768.]|     The  fallowiDg  are  the  Besolutions  of  the 
Committee  of  Supply  during  thu  Session : 

December  3, 1767. 

Hist  16,000  men  be  employed  for  the  sea  serrice  for  1768,  Including 
4,287  marines. 

That  a  sum  not  exceeding  4/.  per  man  per  month,  be  allowed  for  mabtain- 

iog  thenSi  including  ordnance  for  sea  service   •••••••• 

Decebibeb  8. 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  inclading  half  pay  to  sea  and  marine  officers^ 
fw  1768 ••.. 

That  a  oamber  of  land  forces,  including  d,460  invalids,  amounting  to  17,953 
effective  men,  commission  and  non-commission  officers  inclndedi  be 
employed  for  1768. 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  sakl  number  ofland  fbroes  for  1768 

For  maintainuifl'  bis  Majesty's  forces  and  garrisons  in  the  Plantations  and 
Africa,  indodinff  those  in  garrison  at  Slinorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  fbr  pro- 
visiona  for  the  forces  In  North  America,  Nova  Scotia,  Newfonndlaod, 
Gibraltar,  the  ceded  islands,  and  Africa,  foi'  1768 •• 

For  defiraying  the  charge  of  the  difference  of  pay.  between  the  British  and 
IrUi  estaUishment  of  six  regiments  of  foot,  serring  in  the  isle  of  Man, 
at  Gibraltar,  Minorca,  and  the  ceded  islands  for  1768 

For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  staff  officers,  in  Great  Britain,  for  1768 

For  defraymg  the  charge  of  full  pay  for  366  days,  for  1768,  to  officers  re- 
duced, with  the  tenth  company  of  several  battalions  reduced  from  ten  to 
nine  companies,  add  who  remained  on  half  pay  at  the  34th  of  December, 

1765 

^or  the  charge'of  the  office  of  ordnance,  for  land  service,  for  1768 

For  defraying  the  ezpence  of  services  performed  by  the  office  of  ordnance, 
for  land  service,  and  hot  provided  for  by  parliament,  in  1767 


£.       «.    iT. 


83t,000    0    7 


416,403    0  11 


606,tSl  It  10( 


396,590    4    6{ 


7,^96  17    9i 
12,887    7    9 


5,497  14    0 
159,398  11    6 


68,944  19  n 


^"» 


December  15. 
That  one  third  part  of  the  capital  stock  of  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4/.  per 
cent,  establtsbed  by  an  act  made  in  the  third  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign, 
which  shall  remam  after  the  5tb  day  of  January  next,  be  redeemed  and 
paid  off  on  the  5th  of  July  next,  after  discharging  tl^e  interest  then  pay- 
able in  respect  of  the  safne • •  • 

1*0  enaUe  his  Bbjcsty  io  rsdeem  end  pay  off,  the  said  one  part  •«••«•#••• 


1,679,540    1    6| 


875,000    0    0 
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December  31.  £>      l  i, 

iTowardu  the  buildins^,  rebuildiogi,  and  repairs  of  ships  of  war  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's yards,  and  other  extra  works,  over  and  above  what  are  proposed 

to  be  done  upoo  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  and  ordinary,  far  1768 277,954    0   0 

To  enable  the  trustees  of  the  British  Museum  to  carry  on  the  execution  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  pariiamenl    3,000   0  0 

379,954    0   0 

Jamuart  36,  1768.  ■  

For  payio|f  the  pensions  to  the  widows  of  such  reduced  oiEcers  of  bis 
Blajesty's  Iand-forr«s  and  marhies,  as  died  upon  the  establishmeot  of 
half  pay  in  Great  Britain,  and  who  were  marricn  to  them  before  the  35th 

of  December,  1716,  for  1768 1,5S6    0   0 

Upon  account  of  the  reduced  officers  and  marines,  for  1768 138,431    0  0 

For  4efraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  the  sereral  officers  and  private 
gentlemen  of  the  two  troops  of  horse  efuards,  and  regiment  of  horse  re- 
duced, and  to  the  superannuated  gentlemen  of  the  four  troops  of  horse 

guards,  for  1768 1,715  IS   0 

Towards  defray  ing  the  charge  of  out  pensioners  of  Chelsea-hospital,  for  1768       108,949  17   6 
Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  of  his  Majesty's  land  forces, 
and  other  sen  ices,  incurred  to  the  35th  of  December,  1767,  and  not  pro- 
vided for  by  pfirliament   •  •  • • 199,988    4   3 


,620  14   8 
January  88.  ■ 

Upon  account  for  maintaining  and  supporting  the  civil  establishment  of 

Nova  Scotia,  for  1768 3,895    1  11 

Upon  account  for  iletrayingthe  chai^ges  of  the  civil  establishment  of  Georgia, 
and  the  iiicidental  expences  attending  the  same,  from  the  24th  of  June 

^  17^7,  to  the  34th  of  June  1768 3,986    0    0 

Upon  account  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  civil  establishment  of  East 
.  Florida,  and  the  inciilenul  expences  attending  the  same,  from  the  34th  of 

'  June,  17'7,  toihe.24ib  of  June  1768    4,750    0   Q 

Upon  account  for  defraying  the  expence  of  the  civil  establishment  of  West 
Florida,  and  other  incidental  expences  attending  the  same,  from  the  24th 

^f  June  1767,  to  the  34th  of  June,  1768 4,400    0   0 

U^on  account  for  defray  ing  the  expences  of  general  surveys  of  his  Ma- 
jesty 's  dominions  in  North  America,  for  176iB • 3,036  14   0 

U|K>n  account  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  civil  establishment  of 
denegambia,  for  1768 5,550    0  0 


84,657  15  n 


February  1.  - 

For  paying  off  and  discharging  the  exchequer  bills  made  out  by  virtue 
of  an  act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament  for  raising  a  certain  sum 
of  money  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills,  and  charged  upon  the  first  aids  to 

•  be  granted  this  session •-•• 1,800,000    0   0 

February  4.  I 

1*0  replace  to  the  sinking  fund  the  like  sum  issued  thereout,  to  make  good 
;  the  deficiency  on  Oct.  10,  1767,  of  the  fund  established  fur  pacing  an- 
nuities in  respect oi  3,500,000/.  borrowed  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  third  | 
of  liis  present  Majesty  towards  the  supply  granted  for  the  service  of  1763          59,383  16  10 

To  replace  to  ditto,  the  like  sum  paid  out  of  ttie  same,  to  make  good  the  de- 
ficiency, on  July  5,  1767,  of  the  fund  established  for  paying  annuities  in 
.respect  of  five  millionii,  borrowed  by  virtue  of  an  act  made  in  the  31st  of 
his  late  majesly,  towards  the  supply  granted  for  the  service  of  1758  •  •  •  •  53,480  17    B( 

^o  be  employed  m  maintaining  and  supporting  the  British  forts  and  settle- 
.mepts  upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  of 
merchants  trading  to  Africa    •  •  •  • • 13,000    0    0 

That  provision  Im*  made  for  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the  militia,  and  fi>r  the 
subsistence  fhiriui;  the  time  they  shall  he  absent  from  home  on  account 
of  the  annual  exercise,  for  1768. 

Upoo  account  to  enable  the  Foundling  hospital,  to  maintain  and  educate 

such  chiMren.  as  were  rec;eived  ijito  the  same  on  or  before  the  35th  of 

March  1760,  from  the  31»t  of  December,  1767,  exclusive,  to  the  3l8t 

.pf  December  1768,  inclusive,  and  the  said  sum  to  be  issued  without  any 

4sdoctlon #•••••.» ..•., •         49|000   0  0 


*iU 


Wi^s  and  Mwmfof  the  Year* 
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Vfou  aoopOBt,  for  flPtUiiii^  tht tdd  bof piul  to  putont  appreotioe  the nid 
ebildrep,  so  as  that  the  said  hoapital  do  not  gif  e  witb  one  child  more 
thao7/ -.. 


«■■ 


FiMtUAavB. 

Y»  mke  food  to  bts  Bftjcity  the  like  sum  IsMied  by  bia  Miycsty'sordert,  in 
piawMHca  of  the  addressaa  of  this  House  •  •  • * • 

To  make  food  thedefioieiiey  of  the  mots  for  the  service  of  1707  •  •  •' 

X»  ffplaoe  Id  the  siokiof  fund  the  fihe  sam  paid  ottt  of  the  same,  to  dis- 
dwfe  for  Qtt«  year  aod  a  qiiaiter,  coded  the  36th  of  December,  1767, 
the  aottoities  after  the  rate  of  4/.  per  cent  attendioff  the  remainder  of  the 
joint  stocky  established  by  an  act  of  the  third  of  bisp'resent  Majesty,  in 
respttt  of  certain  navy,  victaalliog',  and  transport  bills,  and  debentures, 
that  have  been  redeemed,  in  pnrsuance  of  an  ^ct  made  in  the  last  session, 
andtbecharg^ea  of  management  during  the  said  term  of  the  anouitiea  •  • 

nTofffheeiodKto  the  tike  sum  issued  thereout,  to  dlschai^  from  the  lOth 

of  Oetober,  1767,  to  the  5th  of  Janoar?  follewinfr,  the  anmiitiea  attend- 

iafta^  part  of  the  joint  stock  establiebed  by  an  act  made  in  the  third  of 

his  pretent  Majesty,  for  granting  several  additional  duties  on  wines  im- 

fwrtcd,  and  certain  duties  on  cyder  and  perry,  and  for  raising  the  sum  of 

ifjOO^OOOl.  bv  way  of  annuities  and  lotteries,  to  be  charged  on  the  said 

dtities,  as  bath  been  redeemed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  made  in  the  last  ses- 

Bon   •• 

To  redeem  and  pay  off  the  remaining  parts  Of  the  s«d  capital  stock  of 
ajUHiitica • •* • » 


9,000     0    0 
15d,803  U    0| 


10,500    0    0 


86^465  19    e| 


8,750  0  • 
1,750,000  0  O 
i,S50,170    S  llf 


Total  of  the  BoppUes  granted  this  sesHOBi 


.£.8,335,746  11    ^ 


Watb  ernrf  Means^  the  Year  1768.] 
The  following  are  the  Resolutions  of  the 
CMBinittee  of  Ways  and  Means ; 

Dee.  7,  17<S7.  That  the  duties  upon 
fealt,  mum,  cyder  and  perry,  be  conti- 
Boed  firom  the  Uih  June  1766,  to  the 
W\i  June  1769,  and  charged  upon  aH 
tt)e  malt  which  aliall  be  made,  and  ul  mum 
which  afaall  be  made  or  imported,  and  all 
cyder  and  perry  whidi  shall  be  iriade  for 
nle,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
700,000^ 

Dec.  10.  That  S».  in  the  pound,  and 
no  more,  be  raised  within  the  space  of  one 
^ear,  from  the  25th  March  1768,  upon 
landi,  tenements,  hereditaments,  pensions, 
and  penonal  estates,  in  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  odled  England,  Wales,  and  the 
town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed ;  and  that 
>  propoitionabla  cesa,  according  to  the 
ttoth  aitiele  of  the  treaty  of  Union,  be 
Itidupan  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland,  1,5^,568/.  lU.  llfef. 

Feb.  9,  1768.  1.  That  1,900.(XXV.  be 
nised  in  the  manner  following ;  that  is  to 
Kt,  the  sum  of  1,300,000^.  by  annuities, 
^6&r  the  rate  of  3/.  per  cent.,  to  commence 
from  the  5th  Jan.  last,  and  600,000/.  by  a 
iottery,  to  consist  of  60,000  tickets,  the 
^hole  of  such  sum  to  be  divided  into 
Prizes,  which  are  to  be  attended  with  the 
ike  5L  per  cent,  anauities^  t#  eornmence 


I  fWrni  the*5th  Jan.  1769;  and  that  aH  tha 
I  said  annuities  be  transferable  at  the  bank 
of  England,  paid  htit  yearly,  on  the  5th 
July,  and  the  5th  Jan.,  in  eTenr  year,  out 
of  the  sinking  fund,  and  sdiei  to,  and 
made  part  of,  the  joint  stock  of  8/.  per 
cent,  annuities,  which  were  consolidated 
at  the  bank  of  England,  by  certain  acta 
made  in  the  25th  and  28th  years  of  the 
reign  of  his  late  Majesty,  and  several 
subsequent  acts,  and^  subject  to  redemp* 
tion  by  parliament ;  that  every  contribu- 
tor  towards  the  said  sum  of  1,S00,000A 
shtdl^  in  respect  of  every  65/.  agreed  by 
him  to  be  contributed  for  raising  such  a 
sum,  be  intitled  to  receive  three  tickets 
in  the  said  lottery,  upon  payment  of  lOK 
for  each  ticket;  and  that  every  contri* 
buter  shall,  on  or  before  the  18th  of 
this  instant  Feb.,  make  a  deposit  with  tha 
cashiers  of  the  bank  of  England  of  15/. 
per  cent.,  in  part  of  the  monies  so  to  be 
C9ntributed  towards  the  said  sum  of 
1,900,000/.  and  also  a  deposit  of  5/.  per 
cent.,  in  part  of  the  monies  so  to  be  con* 
tributed  in  respect  of  the  said  lottery,  at 
a  security  for  making  the  respective  fu- 
ture payments  to  the  said  cashiers,  on  or 
before  the  times  hereinafter  limited ;  that 
is  to  say,  on  the  1,800,000/.  10/.  per 
cent,  on,  or  before,  the  9th  of  April  next ; 
10^  per  cent,  on,  or  before,  the  7th  of 
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Jane  next ;  15/.  per  cent  on  or  before 
the  19th  of  July  next ;  \5L  per  cent*  on, 
or  before,  the  20th  of  Ausust  next ;  15/« 
per  cent,  on,  or  before,  Uie  21st  of  Oct. 
next;  20^.  per  cent,  on,  or  before,  the 
25th  Nov.  next.  On  the  lottery  for 
600,000/.  25/.  per  cent,  on,  or  before,  the 
17th  of  May  next;  SO/,  per  cent,  on,  or  be- 
fore the  28th  of  June  next;  40/.  percent, 
on,  or  before,  the  8th  Sept.  next.  And 
that  all  the  monies  so  received  by  the  said 
cashiers  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  his  Ma- 
jesty^ Excnequer,  to  be  applied,  from 
time  to  time,  to  such  services  as  shall  then 
bave  been  voted  by  this  House,  in  this 
session  of  parliament ;  and  that  every  con« 
tributor  who  shall  pay  in  the  whole  of  hb 
contribution  towsras  the  said  sum  of 
1,300,000^  at  any  time,  on,  or  before,  the 
17th  Oct.  next,  or  towards  the  said  lot- 
tery, on,  or  before,  the  25th  June  next, 
shul  be  allowed  an  interest  by  way  of  dis- 
count, after  the  rate  of  S/.  per  cent,  per 
ann.,  on  the  sums  so  completing  his  con- 
tribution respectively,  to  be  computed 
from  the  day  of  completing  the  same,  to 
the  25th  Nov.  next,  in  respect  of  the  sum 
paid  on  account  of  the  said  1 ,300,000/.  and 
to  the  8th  of  Sept.  next,  in  respect  of  the 
aum  paid  on  account  of  the  said  lottery. 

2.  That,  from  and  after  the  5th  of  Apnl 
next,  the  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4/. 
per  cent.,  attending  the  remainder  of  the 
capital  stock,  established  by  an  act  made 
in  the  third  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign, 
intitule,  <  An  Act  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jesty several  additional  duties  upon  wines 
imported  into  this  kingdom,  and  certain 
duties  upon  all  cyder  and  perry;  and  for 
jming  the  sum  of  3,500,000^  by  way  of 
annuities  and  lotteries,  to  be  charged  on 
the  said  duties,'  be  charged  upon,  and 
made  payable  out  of,  the  surplusses,  ex- 
cesses, or  overplus  monies,  and  other  re- 
▼en'ies,  composing  the  fund  commonly 
called  die  Sinking  Fund,  until  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  said  capital  stock,  which  is  to 
be  completed  on  the  5th  of  Jan.  1769. 

3.  That  the  duties,  revenues,  and  in- 
comes, which  now  stand  appropriated  to 
the  payment  of  the  said  annuities,  be  con- 
tinued, and  be,  from  and  after  the  said  5th 
Aj^ril,  carried  to,  and  made  part  of,  the 
said  fund,  commonly  called  we  Sinking 
Fund,  towards  making  good  the  payment 
of  the  said  annuities,  and  of  the  annuities 
after  the  rate  of  3/.  per  cent,  intended  to 
be  granted  in  respect  of  the  said  1,900,000/. 

4.  That  the  sum  of  1,800,000/.  be  raised, 
bj  loans^  or  Exchequer  biUs,  to  be  charged 


upon  the  first  aids  to  be  granted  in  the 
next  session  of  parliament ;  and  such  Ex* 
chequer  bills,  it  not  discharged,  with  i» 
terest  thereupon,  on,  or  before,  the  Sll 
April  1769,  to  be  exchanged,  and  reoeiTa 
in  payment,  in  such  manner  as  Exche 
quer  Bills  have  usually  been  exchanged 
and  *  received  in  payment 

5.  That  there  be  applied  the  sum  (i 
2,250,000/.  out  of  such  monies  as  shall,  a 
may,  arise  out  of  the  surplusses,  excesses 
or  oveiplus  monies,  and  other  reventtet 
composing  the  fund  coinmonIy«  called  tbt 
SinlungJ^nd. 

6.  That  70,000/.  out  of  such  monies  a 
shall  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  Ex* 
chequer,  after  the  2d  Feb.  1768,  and  on, 
or  before,  the  5th  April  1769»  of  the  pro< 
duce  of  dl,  or  any  of,  the  duties  ana  re< 
venues,  which  by  any  act  or  acts  of  par* 
liament,  have  been  directed  to  be  reserved 
for  the  disposition  of  parliament,  towards 
defi'aying  the  'necessary  expences  of  de- 
fending, protecting,  and  securing,  the  BriJ 
tish  colonies  and  plantations  in  Americt,! 
be  applied  towards  making  good  such  parti 
of  the  supply  as  hath  been  granted  to  bit 
Majesty,  tor  maintaining  his  Majestj^i 
forces  -and  garrisons  in  the  plantatioos, 
and  for  provisions  for  the  forces  in  North 
America,  Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland,  and 
the  ceded  islands,  for  the  year  1768. 

7.  That  such  of  the  monies,  as  shall  bi 
paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer, 
after  the  2d  of  Feb.  1768,  and  on,  or  be- 
fore, the  5th  April  1769,  of  the  produce  of 
the  duties  charged,  by  an  act  of  parli^ 
ment  made  in  the  5th  of  his  present 
Majesty's  reign,  upon  the  importatioo 
and  exportation  of  gum  senega,  and  gun 
arable,  be  applied  towards  making  good 
the  supply  granted  to  his  Majesty. 

8.  That  the  sum  of  400,000/.  whidis 
to  be  paid  within  the  present  year,  iQt0 
the  receipt  of  his  Majesty's  Exchequer; 
by  the  united  company  of  merchants  i 
England  trading  to  the  East  Indies,  ia 
pursuance  of  an  act  made  in  the  hist  set* 
sion  of  parliament,  intituled,  <  An  Act  foi 
establishing  an  agreement  for  the  payment 
of  the  annual  sum  of  400,000/.  for  a  u- 
mited  time,  by  the  East  India  Conipaoyt 
in  respect  of  the  territorial  acqui&itioni 
and  revenues  latelv  obtained  i<^  .^^  ^ 
Indies,'  be  applied  towards  making  good 
the  supply  granted  to  his  Majesty. 

9.  That  the  charge  of  the  pay  and 
clothing  of  the  militia,  in  that  part  ot 
Great  Briuin^led  England,  for  one  y^> 
beginning  the  25th  March,  1768»  be  <U- 
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frayed  out  of  tbe  monies  arising  by  the 
ba^-tax,  granted  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1768. 

Feb.  22.    That  106.358/.  17«.  Sd,  out 
of  tbe  aoms  received  for  provisions  de- 
Krered  to  the  troops  serving  in  North 
America,  and  of  certain  sums  charged  on 
the  pay  of  the  forces  serving  at  Mmorca, 
the  Floridas,  and  in  Africa,  and  out  of  the 
balance  of  the  \2d.  in  the  pound  deduction 
from  the  paj  of  the  out-pensioners  of 
Cbebea-hospita],  from  the  25th  June  1757, 
to  the  4Ui  Dec.  1767»  and  also  out  of  the 
modes  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  earl 
of  Kinnoul,  and  me  executors  of  the  late 
earl  of  Darlington,  and  of  the  late  Thomas 
FoSer,  esq.  beiM  part  of  the  balances  of 
aidearisof  Darungtonand  Kinnoul,  and 
Thmas  Potter,  as  paymasters  general  of 
&B  Majesty's  forces,  be  applied  towards 
oakiDg  good  the  supplv  granted  to  his 
Majesty,  towards  defraymg  the  extraordi- 
aaiT  expences  of  his  Majesty's  land  forces, 
9nd  other  services,  incurred  to  the  25th 
Dec  1767*  and  not  provided  for  by  par- 
liament. 

Feb.  23.  1.  That  grew  or  crow-salt, 
alt-scale,  sand-scale,  crustings,  or  other 
fixil-salt,  be  allowed  to  be  taken  from  the 
lalt  works  in  Engrand,^  Wales,  or  Berwick 
Dpon  Tweed,  to  be  sold  as  manure,  upon 
payment  of  a  duty  of  four-pence  per 
oushel  only. 

2.  That  all  policies,  by  which  the  pro- 
oerty  of  one  person,  or  of  a  particular  num- 
ber of  persons  in  one  general  partnership, 
or  of  one  body  politic  or  corporate,  in  any 
^ip  or  cargo,  or  both,  shall  oe  assured,  to 
the  amount  of  more  than  1,000/.  be  stamped 
with  two  5f.  stamps. 

3.  That  so  much  of  an  act,  made  in  the 
33rd  of  his  late  majesty,  intituled,  '  An 
Act  for  encouraging  the  exportation  of 
rum  and  spirits,  of  the  growUi,  produce, 
and  manufacture  of  the  British  sugar  plan- 
tations from  this  kingdom,  and  of  British 
writs,  made  from  molasses,'  as  directs 
vat  the  rum,  or  spirits,  of  the  growth, 
produce,  and  manufactures  of  the  British 
iogar    plantations,    in    America,    which 
^ould  be  intitled  to  the  allowance  of  the 
^Bty  of  custom,  and  freed  from  the  duty 
of  excise,  on  exportation  thereof,  should 
k  proof  q>irits,  be  repealed. 

4.  That  upon  the  exportation  of  such 
nun,  or  q>irit8,  there  be  an  aDowance,  or 
<}rawback,  of  all  the  duties  of  customs 
i^yable  upon  the  importation  thereof;  and 
Qiat  such  rum,  or  spirits,  be  freed  and  dis- 
charged firom  all  the  duties  of  excise^ 
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though  the  same  shall  not  be  proof  spirits. 

The  Kif^s  Soeech  at  the  Close  ofth^ 
Sesiion.']  Marcii  10.  The  King  came 
to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  put  an  end  to 
tbe  Session  with  the  following  Speech  to 
both  Houses : 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen; 

**  The  ireadiness  with  which  you  en* 
tered  into  the  views  1  recommended  to 
you  at  the  opening  of  thid  session,  and  the 
assiduit}  with  which  you  have  applied 
Yourselves  to  the  dispatch  of  the  public 
business,  ^ive  me  ST^at  satisfaction.  At 
the  same  time  the  a&ctionate  concern  tom 
have  shewn  for  the  welfare  of  your  fellow 
subjects  by  the  salutary  laws  passed  for 
their  relief  in  respect  to  the  hi^b  price  of 
provisions,  cannot  fail  of  secunng  to  you 
their  most  grateful  regard. 

<<  I  have  nothing  new  to  communicate 
to  you  in  relation  to  foreign  affiiirs.  The 
apparent  interest  of  the  several  powers  in 
Europe,  as  well  as  the  express  assurances 
I  have  received  from  them,  leave  me  no 
room  to  doubt  of  their  disposition  to  pre- 
serve the  general  tranquillity :  and,  on  my 
part,  you  may  rest  assured,  that  every 
measure  that  is  consistent  with  the  honour 
of  my  crown,  and  the  rights  of  my  sub- 
jects, shall  be  steadily  directed  to  that  most 
salutary  purpose.  . 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

'*  Your  cheerfulness  in  granting  the  ne- 
cessary supplies,  and  your  attention  to  the 
ease  of  my  good  subjects  in  the  manner  of 
raising  them,  equally  demand  my  acknow- 
ledgments. I  see  with  pleasure  that  you 
have  been  i^le  to  prosecute  your  plan  for 
the  diminution  of  tne  national  debt,  with- 
out laying  any  additional  burthen  upon  my 
people. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen; 

<*  As  the  time  limited  by  law  for  the  ex* 

riration  of  this  parliament  now  draws  near, 
have  resolved  forthwith  to  issue  my  pro- 
clamation for  dissolving  it,  and  for  calling 
a  new  parliament :  but  I  cannot  do  this^ 
without  having  first  returned  you  my 
thanks  for  the  many  signal  proofs  you 
have  given  of  the  most  aftectionate  attach- 
ment to  my  person,  family,  and  gwvem- 
ment;  the  most  faithful  attention  to  the 
public  service,  and  the  most  earnest  zeal  for 
the  preservation  of  our  excellent  constitu- 
tion. When,  by  the  vigorous  support 
which  you  gave  me  dunng  the  war,  I 
have  been  enabled,  under  the  divine  Pro^ 
vidence,  to  restore  to  my  people  the  bless- 
ings of  peace,   you  continue  to  exert 
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yourselves  with  equal  alacrity  and  steadi- 
ness in  pursuing  every  measure  that  could 
contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  the  pub- 
lic safety  and  tranquillity,  which  you  well 
understood  could  no  otherwise  be  pre- 
served than  by  establishing,  on  a  respect-' 
able  foundation,  the  strength,  the  credit, 
and  the  commerce  of  the  nation.  The 
large  Supplies  vou  have  from  time  to  tune 
granted,  and  the  wise  regulations  you  have 
made  for  these  important  purposes,  will,  I 
am  persuaded,  be  found  to  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  beneficid  conse- 
quences. 

**  In  the  approaching  election  <rf  repre- 
sentatives, I  doubt  not  but  my  people  will 
give  me  fresh  proofs  of  their  attachment 
to  the  true  interest  of  their  country,  which 
I  shall  ever  receive  as  the  most  accepta* 
ble  mark  of  their  affection  to  n;ie.  The 
welfare  of  all  my  subjects  is  my  first  ob- 
ject  Nothing  therefore  has  ever  given 
me  more  real  concern,  than  to  see  any  of 
them,^  in  any  part  of  my  dominions,  at- 
tempting to  loosen  those  bonds  of  consti- 
tutional subordination,  so  essential  to  the 
welfare  of  the  whole.  But  it  is  with  much 
satisfaction  that  I  now  see  them  returning 
to  a  more  just  sense  of  what  their  own  in- 
terest, no  less  than  their  duty,  indispensa- 
bly requires  of  them,  and  thereby  giving 
me  the  prospect  of  continuing  to  reign 
over  an  happy,  because  an  united  people." 

The  Parliament  was  then  proroguedf 
And  on  the  12th  instant  was  dissolved.* 
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.  ♦  «•  December  19,  1767.  In  one  of  oar 
conversations,  I  desired  lord  Chatham  tosecare 
yoQ  a  seat  in  the  New  Parliament ;  be  assured 
me  be  would  ;  and,  I  am  convinced,  very  sin- 
cerely :  he  said  even  tbat  he  would  make  it  his 
own  affair;  and  desired  I  would  give  myself 
no  more  tk-ouble  about  it.  Sinee  that,  f  have 
heard  no  "more  of  it ;  which  made  me  look  out 
for  some  venal  borough ;  and  I  spoke  to  a 
borongh-jobber,  and  offered  five-and-twenty- 
hondred  pounds  for  a  secure  seat  in  parliament  j 
bat  be  laui(bed  at  my  oflbr,  and  said,  that  there 
was  no  such  a  thing  as.  a  borough  to  be  bad  now, 
for  the  rich  East  and  West  Indians  bad  secured 
them  all,  at  the  rate  of  three  thousand  pounds 
at  least ;  but  many  at  four  thousand ;  and  two 
or  three,  that  he  knew,  at  five  thousand. 

••  January  29, 1768.  Lord  Chatham  is  at 
his  house  at  Hayes,  bat  sees  no  mortal*  Some 
say  tbat  be  has  a  fit  of  the  g^t,  which  would 
do  him  good ;  but  many  think  that  bis  wora 
oomplaini  is  in  his  head,  which  I  am  afraid  is 
too  true.  Wei-e  he  well,  I  am  very  sure  he 
would  realize  the  promise  he  made  me  concern- 
ing you  ;  but  however,  in  that  uncertainty,  I 
•til  looking  oat  for  any  chaaca  borough  i  and 
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Meetutg  of  the  New  I^arVament,]* 
May  10,  1768.    This  d^  the  New  Par. 

if  I  can  fiad  one,  I  promise  yoa  I  will  bid  liki 
a  cbapowD  for  it,  as  I  sbooWf  be  ray  sorry  that 
you  were  not  in  the  next  Barliament. 

<<  March  12,  1768.  You  will  not  be  is  thii 
parliament,  at  least  Qot  at  the  banning  of  it 
I  relied  too  much  upon  lord  Chatham*!  pro- 
mise above  a  year  a^  at  Batb.  He  ieM 
that  I  wmiM  leave  it  to  hi  a  ;  tbat  he  vesM 
makm  it  Ui  owa  afiair,  and  give  ilin  obarftiv 
the  dakt  of  Graftoa,  whose  profiaoe  it  mutB 
make  the  parbameiitary  arrattgemeat  Tbitl 
dtepeoded  upoo,  and  1  think  with  reaios;  Uri 
since  tbat,  lord  Chatham  has  neither  seen  tat 
spoken  to  any  body,  and  has  been  in  the  odd^^ 
way  in  the  world.  I  seat  to  the  duke  of  Gn^ 
ton  to  know  if  lord  Chatham  bad  ei^r  Rpokeo 
or  sent  to  him  about  it ;  but  be  assured  me  m 
be  bad  done  ncitlier  i  that  all  was  full,  orntie^ 
mmiing  over  at  present ;  bat  that,  if  he  caw 
crowd  you  in  apon  a  vaeaney,  he  wouU^o) 
with  great  pleasure.  I  am  extremely  sorry  bi^ 
this  ac(!ident ;  for  I  am  of  a  very  different  opii 
nion  from  you,  about  being  in  parliamcDt,  i 
no  man  can  be  of  consequence  in  this  couDtr| 
who  is  not  in  it ;  and  though  one  may  m 
speak  like  a  lord  Mansfield  or  a  lord  Chttt^ 
one  may  make  a  very  goad  figare  in  a  aeeii{ 
rank.  Locui  ut  et  plurihu  wnini."  Ufi 
Chesterfield  to  bis  Son. 

*  **  All  England  was  agitated  by  the  td 
mults  incident  to  a  general  election,  but  ptn 
cuiarly  London  and  Middlesex,  on  acoousti 
the  re-appearance  of  John  IVilkes:  beqaitt^ 
England  under  circumstances  so  disgraced 
that  bis  offer  fo  represent  the  metropolis,  i 
the  county  wbioh  inelodes  the  metropolis,  «t 
an  incalculable  effort  of  impodanoe,  while  tl 
support  he  received  seems  to  have  fiowsd  froi 
an  unprecedented  sonrce  of  popular  delasi<iii>| 

<'  VVhen  Mr.  Wilkes  found'  it  necessary  I 
leave  his  native  country,  he  repaired  to  Fraoo 
on  bis  arrival,  he  asserted  that  he  was  deput^ 
ambassador  to  Constantinople,  but  be  soon  ri 
linquished  that  pretence,  and  professed  an  il 
clinatioato  reconcile  hinraalf  with  the  miits\t^ 
and  return  to  England.  Tha  appoiatmeBi 
the  Rockingham  admiDistratioD  flalterio^  b« 
with  hopes  of  success,  be  rapaiMd  lo  Lop^^ 
in  May  1766,  and  ojiened  a  negociatioo  wi 
the  It  ieods  at'  the  Marquis ;  bat  as  he  cou 
not  obtain  protection  from  theni,  nor  place  b 
outlawry  in  a  train  of  reversal  till  NoiernN 
he  again  went  to  France.  In  tbecourse  ot'tb 
sammer  lord  Chatham's  admiflniraiieB  «i 
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IkmenttBetatWestmiiisler.  It  was  opened 
by  CmmniaBiaD.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
commanded  the  gentleman  mber  of  the 
black  rod  to  let  the  Commons  know  «  The 
Lords  Coatmiswoaers  desire  their  imme- 
diate atteadaace  in  this  House  to  hear  the 
commifisioD  read." 

formed,  aoil  Btr.  Witkesconeemnc;  nnw  hopes, 
loliciled,  in  earnest  and  abject  terms,  the  duke 
cf  Grafton**  hiterf'erence  with  the  Kin^.  This 
a^flifittioo  beiog  rejecled,  Mr.  IVHkes,  neg- 
iMMAaMl  for^stt^s,  renwiaed  an  cxil«,  titt  the 
Sfi^mchiog  dissolution  of  fMnrliameiit  drew 
)am  Is  England. 

*'  la  his  retirement  he  reflected  with  anger 
SB  Ui  repeated  roortificatioDii,  and   bis  spirit 
vat  inflamed  to  that  degree  of  virulence  which 
ttide  him  WaTe  erery  danger,  and  defy  erery 
appearance  of  decency,  in  aecUriog  himself  a 
oodidale  ta  represent  the  city  of  London.    In 
bk  address  to  the  lirery,  be  claimed  credit  for 
bis  atlsdiment  to  liberty,  and  presented  his 
contests  with  go?eroment  on  the  two  questions 
mpectiog  general  warrants,  and  the  seizure  of 
papers,  as  titles  to  protection  and  encourage- 
ment.    As  the  ontlawry  waft  strti  in  full  force, 
to  prevent  his  being  apprehended  he  wrote  to 
the  solicitor  aod  depoty  solicitor  of  the  treasury, 
pledging  his  honour  as  a  gentleman,  that  he 
wottid  personalty  appear  in  the  court  of  King's 
beach  on  the  first  day  of  the  ensntng  term. 

**•  Mr.  fVilkcs  wss  not  eboseo  fut  London  ; 
Vmi  the  populaee,  sympsthisiag  in  his  disap- 
Motmcnt,  and  anxions  to  show. their  zeal  in 
bis  cmoss,  took  the  horses  from  bis  carriage, 
and  drew  It  through  the  city.  He  inmiediaiely 
pfeseated  himself  s  candidate  lor  the  county  of 
Kiddlesez,  snd  was  returned  by  a  large  raajo* 
rity.  His  friends,  the  populace,  on  this  occs- 
siM  testified  not  only  their  joy,  but  their  resents 
raeiic,  by  breaking  the  windows  of  lord  Bote's 
bottse^  and  of  the  Mansion  house ;  the  sir  re- 
sounded with  the  cry  of  *  Wilkes  snd  Liberty,' 
aad  those  who  refused  to  join  in  it  were  beat 
tad  fosalted. 

^  The  new  parliament  met  seesrding  Is  the 
tstoraof  the  writs  of  summons,  snd  nr  John 
Cust  wss  again  chosen  li^peaker.  The  only  bu- 
asess  transacted  was  a  oontinoation  of  the  sta- 
totes  respecting  grain ;  and  a  motion  that  the 
proper  crown  officer  luiglit  report  to  the  House 
siiy  the  lawa  were  not  Immedialely  put  in 
force  against  John  Wilkes,  an  ontlsw,  whsn  he 
lelum^  to  England  in  February. 

**  Mr.  Wilkes  was  at  this  period  ahfcady  in 
eustody.  He  appeared  in  the  court  ef  King's 
beach,  according  to  his  ptnmise,  and  in  a  h»ng 
Speech  eoooplatnedof  all  the  trasssetions  in  his 
ea!»e,  bnl  left  the  discussion  ef  points  of  law  to 
his  coansel.  The  attorney-general  mered  lor 
bis  commitment ;  csnse  wss  shown  sgamst  it, 
and  a  writ  of  error  pmyed.  The  judges  cea* 
surcd  both  thotions,  ss  Mr.  Wilkes  wss  not 
properly  before  the  aoart,  and  refused  to  com- 
aut,  or  admit  him  to  bail.    A  writ  of  ei^pait 


Who  beidg  come ;  the  Lord  Chancellor 
said: 

**  My  Lords,  and  Oentletnen  of  Iho 
House  of  Commoos  t 
**  By  virtue  of  his  Majast^'s  connnia- 
sion  now  read|  and  in  obedience  to  hia 

■  *■■■'■     ■  ■'      --■  -    - .  ■    — p-  -I-        -,  I      J    ^ 

utktgaium  wss  st  length  issned,  snd  ss  no  pre- 
cedent could  be  fi>und  of  a  person  in  his  cir- 
cumstsnces  being  delivered  to  bail,  he  was  or* 
dered  iuto  eustody.  The  populite,  however^ 
reversed  the  decree  of  the  Court ;  tbey  stopped 
the  coach  in  which  he  was  proceeding,  took  off 
the  horses,  and  dragged  him  through  the  city 
to  a  public  honse  in  Spitalfiehis,  where  they 
kept  him  till  eleren  at  night,  when  he  made 
his  escape,  and  surrendered  himself  to  the  mar- 
shal of  the  Kiag's-bench.  The  nest  day  a 
mob  assembled  near  the  prison,  palled  op  tha 
raih  which  inclosed  the  wot-wsy,  sad  made  a 
bonfire.  At  night  they  compelled  the  inhabit 
tanis  of  the  Borough  to  illuminate ;  but  atmid« 
night  were  disperMd  by  a  detachment  from  tha 
guards. 

*«  From  this  period,  a  tomnltuaiis  msathiff 
wss  daily  held  stthe  King's- bsneb  prnoa,  aaZ 
many  outrages  were  commitlsd  in  miioos  nrt# 
oftlietown.  Tliese  proeeediags  alarmeago- 
remment,  and  they  were  propsrl^f  on  their 
guard  against  the  prevalenee  of  tne  riotoas  dia> 
position  so  forcibly  displayed. 

**  On  the  day  of  the  opening  of  psriisment^ 
sa  immense  moKltude  assembled  in  M. 
Georl'e'a  Fields,  expecting  tbst,  by  rirtne  of 
his  privilege,  their  favoorite  would  be  iiberated, 
and  take  bis  sest  in  the  House.  They  da-* 
mended  him  at  the  prison  with  loud  outeries, 
asd  soon  grew  extremely  tumultuoas.'  Tha 
justices,  attempting  to  resd  the  Riot  Act,  wees 
ssssiled  with  stones  snd  bricks;  grest  paias 
were  taken  to  induce  the  people  to  disperse, 
but  in  vain  :  the  drums  beat  to  arms,  and  the 
aiHitary  assembled  in  greet  numbeis,  bat  the 
rsbhie  perssvered  in  taeir  riotous  behsviaar, 
aod  even  assaulted  them.  Some  sotdisfs  pur- 
sacd  a  man  who  hsd  been  forward  in  maltreaU 
ing  them  to  some  distsnoe,  and  shot  him  dead 
in  an  out^hoass  belonging  to  his  fittber.  Tfaa 
yoath's  name  was  Allen,  and  it  was  alleged, 
that  he  wss  a  mere  spectator  of  the  tmas* 
setioas  of  Che  day,  and  hsd,  by  mistake,  been 
singled  out  iastead  of  some  other  persen. 
Meanwhile,  the  riot  incvsssing,  snd  et ery  a^ 
Ibrt  to  restore  trsn^aillity  proviag  iaeiectBal, 
the  soWiers  received  the  word  of  eommaad,  and 
fired  $  five  or  six  persons  weve  killed,  sad  fif* 
teen  wounded. 

<*  The  mob  was  dispersed,  but  inexnresabia 
rage  preraiJed  against  the  soldiery.  The  rsgi* 
meat  hsppened,  nnfortonately,  to  be  priaci* 
pally  oomposed  of  Sestchssen,  which  gavasd* 
ditionsl  violence  Ss  the  popalsr  resentmaat. 
The  corsner's  inqaest  broaght  ia  a  seidiot  of 
witM  murder  agaiaat  the  soldier  who  shot 
AUsB,  and  implicated  aaotksr  pritata,  aad 
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Lisi  of  the  House  ofCommms. 
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House  (»  Commons : 

A  List  of  the  Housx  ot  Commons 

IN  THE  Thirteenth  Pabliament 

op  Great  Britain,  which  met 

.AT  Westminster,  May  10, 1768. 

Bedforoshijib.    John  eirl  of  Upper  Ommtt... 
Robert  Heole^  Ongley. 

BMard,      Ridiard    YeniOD.— .SbuMiei 
WliittNrcad. 


BiRKSHiRs.  ArtharVaonttart-TbomuCrt- 
▼en ;  brother  to  lord  CraTen,  tod  a  raar- 
admiral  of  the  blue  aqnadron  of  bis  na- 
JMty'8  fleet ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordad, 
Deoember  SI,  177S.-John  Elwes. 
Windtor.  Aag^aa  Keppel;  made  i 
groom  of  his  majesty's  bedchamber,  is 
1769  made  a  rear-ammral  of  the  bloe 
squadron  of  bis  majesty's  fleet  Made 
a  oommissioner  of  the  admiralty,  a  neir 
writ  ordered,  Deoember  1765,  be  was 
re-cbosen.«— Lord  George  Beauclerk; 
nude  to  the  duke  of  St.  Albant,  colooel 
of  a  regiment  of  foot,  governor  of  Laod- 
guard-fort,  and  a  lieutenant  geoerel', 
died,   a  new   writ  ordered,  Maj  13, 


ccmmandsi  we  let  ^ou  know,   That  his  l     List  of  ike  House  of  Commons.']    The 
Majesty  doth  not  think  fit  that  we  should  i  following  is  a  List  of  the  Members  of  the 

declare  the  causes  of  vour  present  meeting    ^ — ' — ^  ^ 

vntil  there  be  a  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons;  and  therefore  it  is  his  Majes- 

g's  pleasure,  that  you,  gentlemen  of  the 
ouse  of  Commons,  do  immediately  repair 
to  the  place  where  the  Commons  usually 
sit,  and  there  chuse  a  fit  person  to  be  your 
Speaker,  and  that  you  present  the  person 
who  shall  be  so  chosen  to  his  Majesty's 
commissioners  here,  for  his  royal  approba- 
tion by  the  said  commissioners  to-morrow 
at  twelve  of  the  dock  at  noon." 

Then  the  Commons  withdrew; 

Alex.  Murray,  esq.  the  commanding  oflGUxr, 
«■  accessaries.  The  prindpal,  Donald  Mac* 
lean,  was  con? eyed  to  prison,  and  tbe  populace 
were  with  difficulty  restrained  from  tearing 
him  to  pieces.  Tbe  King,  with  great  pro- 
priety, protected  and  sanctioned  the  pro- 
ceedings which  gave  a  timdy  check  to  this 
daring  spirit  of  TioentiousneBB,  and  returned 
fbania  to  tbe  commanding  officer  for  his  pru- 
dence and  resolution. 

**  Nothing  could  exceed  the  frenzy  of  indig- 
nation which  prevailed  in  tbe  public  mind; 
riots  of  the  most  dangerous  nature  were  daily 
excited.  Harley ,  the  lord  mayor,  being  alrea- 
dy obnoxious  to  Wilkes's  party,  for  his  con- 
duct while  sheriff;  in  burning  the  North  Bri- 
ton, the  Mansion  house  was  frequently  assailed 
'~by  mobs,  and  at  length  it  was  found  requisite 
that  a  guard  should  be  constantly  stationed 
tipcre.  A  most  audacious  and  treasonable  pa- 
per was  stuck  on  the  walk  of  St.  James's  pa- 
lace, and  another  of  simiUr  purport  found  on 
tbe  back  sUirs.  All  was  terror,  confusion,  and 
alarm."    Adolphus. 

<<0n  the  day  on  which  the  parliament 
met,  great  numbers  of  persons  assembled  in 
St.  George's  Fields,  expecting   to   see   Mr. 
Wilkes  go  from  prison  to  tbe  Uoase  of  Com- 
mons.   The  mob  becoming  very  outrageous, 
the  Surry  maj^rigtrates,  when  unable  to  pre- 
serve the  public  peace,  were  obliged  to  read 
the  Riot  Act,  andcall  in  tbe  military  to  assist  the 
civil  power.    Instead  of  separating,  the  popu- 
lace msulted  and  attacked  the  sdldiers:   the 
legal  time  for  dispersion  being  elapsed,  force 
was  found  absolutely  necessary;  the  soldiers 
were  ordered  to  fire ;  and,  as  in  a  mob  it  is 
impossible  to  distinguish  active  outrage  ftom 
idle  curiosity,  a  man  who  had  not  been  riotous 
was  unfortunately  killed :  this  waa  Allen,  who, 
though  humble  and  obscure  in  life,  waa  from 
his  death  consecrated  to  perpetual  remembrance 
hy  the  pen  of  elegant  invective,  poignant  acri- 
mony, and  impressive  misrepresentation  [See 
Junius,  passim.]:  several  others  also  were  un- 
avoidably killed.    On  the  17th  of  May,  a  pro- 
«lamatioa  was  issued,  by  order  of  the  cooncil. 


for  suppressing  tumults  and  unlawful  aaiem- 
blies.  Both  Houses  of  parliament  thanked 
his  Majestv  for  this  measure,  and  united  io  a- 
pressing  their  approbation  of  the  magiatrates 
who  had  been  active  in  quelling  the  distorbaocec 
and  lord  Weymouth  wrote  a  letter,  by  bis  Ma- 
jesty's command,  to  the  justices  for  Sorry, 
which  testified  the  utmost  satisfaction  with  the 
conduct  both  of  the  magistrates  and  the  troo|is 
in  suppressing  lawless  disturbances.  Samael 
Gillam,  esq.  one  of  the  justices,  was  tried  oo  a 
charge  of  having  murdered  William  Redbun, 
by  having  ordered  the  soldiers  to  fire ;  in  coo- 
sequence  of  which,  Redbum  bad  been  killetl- 
The  jury,  seeing  the  absurdity  and  tbeiojin* 
tice  of  such  a  prosecution,  would  not  sofler  the 
accused  to  take  the  trouble  of  entering  opoo  bis 
defence ;  but,  when  the  prosecutor's  eridenoe 
was  dosed,  pronounced  a  verdict  of  acquituL 
Donald  Maclean,  a  soldier,  was  tried  for  the 
murder  of  Allen ;  but  being  proved  to  hare 
acted  only  in  dischaige  of  his  duty,  be  was 
acquitted.  The  mob  was  very  much  displeased 
with  this  sentence;  and,  as  Alaclean  was  either 
known,  or  from  bis  name  presumed  to  he,  a 
Scotch  htthlaoder  (and  consequently  tbe  cooo- 
tryman  of  lord  Bute),  tbe  clamour  was  the  more 
loud  and  outrageous.  Mr.  Wilkes  applied  to 
the  court  of  Kii^'s-bench  for  a  reversal  of  his 
outlawry,  as  irregular  and  illegal ;  and,  aner 
many  learned  arguments  on  toth  sides,  the 
judges  unanimously  ddivered  their  opioioo, 
that  the  sentence  was  illegal,  and  must  be  re- 
versed."   Bisset. 
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176d.— Richanl  Tomon ;  died,  and  the 
Spealwr  iMued  hts  warraot  to  the  clerk 
of  the  erown  to  make  out  a  oew  writ, 
October  1773.-Joho  Montaipi;  only 
toD  of  kird  Beaulieu. 

Xeading.  Heory  Vaniittart;  aopqitited 
one  of  the  sapreme  goudciI  aoa  auper* 
lotendaDts  of  the  East  India  CompaDy'B 
affairs  in  India— supposed  to  have  pe- 
rished in  his  passaffe  to  lodia,  on  board 
of  hie  majesty's  ship  Aorora :  no  writ 
ordered  (although  frequently  moved 
for),  as  no  certain  accounts  had  been 
reoeived  of  his  death.-- John  Dodd. 

WaUinffard.  John  Aubrey;  eldest  son 
of  sir  Thomas  Aubrey,  bart.— Robert 
Pigot ;  brother  to  lord  Pigot,  and  lieu- 
tenant colonel  of  the  28tb  regiment  of 
foot,  and  governor  of  St.  Mawe's  castle. 
Made  warden  of  the  Mint,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  January  SI,  177S.— — John 
Cator. 

Abingdon.  John  Moreton ;  found  to  be 
not  duly  elected,  February  8,  1770 ;  in 
this  parliament  afterwards  for  New 
Romney. — Nathaniel  Baylev;  found 
duly  elected,  and  ought  to  Bare  been 
returned,  February  8, 1770. 

ficcEiifGa*]fSHmB«     Ralph  earl  Vemey ;   of 
Ireland.- -Richard  Lowndes. 

Bucktngham,  George  Grenrille ;  died,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  November  16, 1770. 
—James  Grenville  jnn. ;  eldest  son  to 
the  right  honourable  James  Grenville.— 
Henry  Grenville ;  third  brother  to  earl 
Temple. 

Chipping  Wycomhe.  Isa&c  Barr^ ;  made 
one  of  the  vice-treasurer»  of  Ireland, 
and  sworn  of  the  privy  council ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  November  11,  1766,  he 
was  re-elected.-Robert  Waller. 

Aylesbury .  Anthony  BacOD.--John  Du- 
rand. 

Agmandesham*  William  Drake,  sen.— 
William  Drake,  jun. ;  eldest  son  of  the 
other  member. 

Wfndarer,  Sir  Robert  Darling;  died, 
and  the  Speaker  gave  notice  in  the  Lon- 
don Gazette,  of  the  of  August  1770, 
that  at  the  end  of  fourteen  days  from 
that  date,  ha  would  issue  his  warrant  to 
the  derkof  the  crowp  for  a  new  writ,— 
Joaeph  Bullock.— Edmund  Burke. 

Great  MarUm.  William  Clayton.-Wit- 
liam  Dickinson. 

C4if»BiDOBSBiBB.  Johu  marquis  of  Granby; 
died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  November  IS, 
1770.— Sir  Sampson  Gideon.— Sir  John 
Hinde  Cotton. 

Vniv.  ef  Cambridge,  Tho.  Townshend.— 
Charles  Yorke ;  second  son  to  the  bite 
«arl  of  Uardwicke  ;  made  loni  high 
ohaoeellor  of  Great  Britain,  and  creaM 
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lord  If  orden  of  Monlen  in  Cambridge- 
shire ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  January  35^ 
1770 ;  dying  before  the  seals  were  af- 
fixed to  his  patent,  the  peerage  did  not 
take  jdaoe.— William  De  Grey  ;  befora 
in  this  parliament  for  Newport,  Com* 
vrall;  attorney-general  to ms  majesty; 
comptroller  of  the  revenue  of  first  fruits 
and  tenths ;  made  lord  chief  iustice  of 
the  Common  Pleas,  aAerwards  created 
lord  Walsiugham,  baron  Walaingham 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  January  38,  I771.-Richard 
Crofkes. 

Town  of  Cambridge.  Soane  Jenyns.— C. 
Sloan  Cadogan  ;  made  master  and 
worker  of  the  Mint;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, May  9, 1769,  he  was  re-elected. 

Cruriu.    John  Crewe.— Samuel  Egerton. 

Chester.  Thomas  Grosvenor.— -R.  Wil* 
brahain  Bootle. 

CoMiWAiL.  Sir  John  St  Aubin  ;  died,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  November  86,  1772.- -H. 
Mackwortb  Pracd.-Sir  John  Moles- 
worth. 

Launeeston.  William  Amherst  f  brother 
to  sir  Jeflfery  Amherst,  K.  B.;  has  a 
company  in  the  foot  guards ;  aide-dn* 
camp  to  the  king,  and  groom  of  the 
bedchamber  to  the  duke  of  Gloucester. 
— H.  Moirice. 

Letkard.  Edward  Elliot;  reoeiver-ge» 
neral  of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  and  a 
commissioner  of  trade  and  plantations, 
—Samuel  Salt. 

Lestwithiel.  Henry  Cavendish.— Charles 
Brett;  paymaster  of  the  navy. 

■'  ZVtiro.  George  Boscawen.— Edward  H. 
Boscawen ;  died,  and^the  Speaker  is- 
sued his  warrant  for  a  new  writ,  July 
1774.- -Alexander  Leith. 

Bodmyn.  JamesLaroche.— George  Hunt. 

Heliton.  William  Evelyn;  made  colonel 
of  a  regiment  of  foot  in  Noren>ber  1769» 
and  a  major-general  in  April  1770.— 
James  earl  of  Clanbrassil ;  of  Ireland  ; 
chief  remembrancer  of  the  Exchequer 
in  that  kingdom. 

Saltash,  Martin  B.  Hawke;  eldest  son 
of  sir  Edward  Hawke,  K.  B.  now  lord 
Hawke.- -Thomas  Bradshaw;  joint  se- 
cretary to  the  treasury ;  made  a  com- 
missioner of  the  admiralty ;  a  new  writ 
ordered, May  1, 1772.— John  Williams; 
found  not  duly  elected.— Thomas  Brai)- 
shaw  ;  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned. 

Camelford,  Chariei  Phillips.— William 
WUson. 

Wesilcoe.  William  Graves ;  master  ia 
chancery.— James  Townshend ;  aa  al- 
derman of  London. . 

Qromp^utid.    Grey  Cooper  i  jomt  Mere* 
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iMry  to  the  trettury,  aad  kinf't  coonsel 
in  tbe  d«ehy  cooit  of  LftncMter.-— 
Chmrleo  W.  Gotnwall ;  quido  a  oom- 
'  mmioiier  of  the  treaaury  ;  a  new  writ 
prdared,  March  18,  1774|  ha  was  re- 
ekectaiL 

M&itiooe.  John  BuHer.— -Riohard  Hua- 
aey  ;  attomey-ffeoeral  to  the  queen  ; 
coonael  to  the  admiralty  and  nary,  and 
a«ditor-g;««eral  to  the  duchy  of  Com- 
irtM  and  Greenwich  hospital;  died,  and 
the  Speaker  ifssued  out  his  warrant  to 
the  derk  of  the  crown  for  a  i^ew  writ, 
September  1770.— Ricbard  Leigh ;  one 
of  his  oM^ty'f  Mnjeaota  at  law ;  died, 
a  new  writ  ordered,  March  SO,  1772.— 
John  Parliog, 

^Htyn.  Francis  Basset ;  died,  a  new 
wnA  ordered,  January  10,  1770.— Wil- 
Ihini  Lemon  ;  mltde  steward  of  the 
manor  of  East  Hendred  in  the  county 
of  Berks;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Decern - 
her  14, 1772.  He  stood  candidate  for 
the  ooootv  of  Cornwall,  but  losing  the 
election,  be   was   re-choaeo  for  this 

£lace ;  created  a  baronet  May  B,  1774. 
[ugh  Pigot ;  brother  to  lord  Pigot,  I. 
P. ;  a  captain  in  the  na?y,  and  colonel 
of  marines. 

Tregony.  Thomas  PowaaU.  -*  John  Grey ; 
uncle  to  the  earl  of  Stamford ;  a  clerk 
of  the  board  of  green  cloth. 

jtetjfiey.  John  lord  viscount  Mount- 
atuart.— Henry  Lawes  Luttrell;  lieu- 
tenant-eolonei  of  horse ;  made  steward 
of  the  three  Chiltern  Hundreds ;  a  new 
wxit  orderad;  April  11,  irai :  he  stood 
candidate  for  the  oonnty  of  Middlesex, 
and  was  voted  duly  elected  hy  the 
House  of  Commons.— Sir  George  Os- 
borne; in  tliis  parliament  belbre  for 
Kortbampton ;  has  a  company  in  the 
loot  guards ;  made  a  groom  of  his  ma- 
jesty's bedchamber;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, Majr  Id,  1770,  he  was  re-elected. 

St,  Jvet,  Thomas  Dnrant.— Adam  Drum- 
mond. 

SoiMy.  Philip  Raahleigh.— J.  Modyford 
Heywood. 

Sl«  GerffMtnt.  Edward  Eliot.  Samuel 
Salt ;  made  each  of  them  their  election 
for  Leskard ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  No- 
Tember  29,  176& — Benjamin  L'An- 
glois  ;  secretary  of  legation  at  the  court 
oC  Vienna.— George  Jennings. 

S^  Michad^ii  James  Scawen. — John 
Stephenson. 

Newport.  William  de  Grey ;  made  stew- 
ard of  three  Chiltern  Hundreds  in  the 
county  of  Buckingham;  a  new  writ 
aaderad,  F^rnarv  5,  1770 ;  he  was 
chosen  fo  Cambridge  university.— 
Rich.  H.  A.  Beonet-Riehard'Bull. 

Sti  HfHnk   Aiai.  KumbI  ;  only  son  to 
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lord  visoonnt  Clara }  made  stmrard  rf 
the/tfaffOB  Chiltern  Huadiads  io  tte 
aouDty  of  BuckiDgbaai ;  a  Dewwiit 
ordered,  January  lo,  1770.-Hicliid 
Byrne;  died, a  new  writ  srdeitd,  No- 
Tember  26, 1772.-James  Edwaid  Col. 
leton,  esq.— George  Boscawen ;  sod  of 
the  hon.  George  Soscawen,  and  nephew 
to  visoount  Falmouth. 

Csllingtcn.  ThoMas  Worsley ;  wtnvm 
general  to  the  board  of  wsrlafc-Fme 
William  8harpe ;  died,  and  the  Speiker 
issued  his  warrant  Io  the  derk  of  the 
orowa  for  a  new  writ,  Nofsmber  6, 
1771...  William  Skryne. 

Cumberland.  Henry  Cnrwen.— Sir  Jaisei 
Lowther;  found  by  the  House  not  dolf 
elected,  I>ecerober  IS,  1768 ;  in  ths 
pariiament  afterwards  for  CocLermoutk 
.  -  Henry  Fletcher ;  found  by  tbe  Hoon 
to  he  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  btre 
been  returned,  December  13, 1768;  i 
director  of  the  East  India  oompftB^. 

Carlisle.  Lord  E.  C.  C.  Bentiock ;  bo- 
ther to  the  duke  of  Porthiod.-Qeoin 
Mu^raye.  * 

Cockemwuth.  Sir  George  MaotHoey; 
made  steward  of  the  three  Obilten 
Hundreds  in  the  coonty  of  Bscb;  i 
new  writ  ordered,  March  15,  ir69.-Sr 
James  Lowther.— Charles  JeoMpsoo; 
made  his  election  for  Apfdeby ;  i  oeir 
writ  ordered.  May  17,  17^.»Go»S* 
Johnstone ;  a  «apti^fn  ^q  ||^  naiyt 

Derbyshire.    Lord  George  Cavendish.-(jO^ 
frey  Bagnal.  Clarke. 
Derhi/.    Lord  Fred.  Caveodlsb.-WllliuD 
Fitzherbert ;    died,  a  new  writ  ordaredf 
January  21,  1772.— Weoman  Coke. 

Devonshirb.  John  Parker.-- 8ir  ft.  W.  BuDp* 
fyide. 

Exeter.  John  Buller.—Jobn  Bolle  Wal- 
ter. 

Totnui.  Peter  BnmH ;  a  diitdor  of 
Greenwich  hospital ;  aMde  sarreyor- 
general  of  the  erown  lands ;  a  a«ii^  ^^ 
ordered.  May  1,  1769,  he  ns  ^^ 
eleoted.— PhUip  Jenninira;  laok  ibe 
name  of  Gierke  this  parliameat. 

P/ysmM.  Will.  W.  viseoeiiC  Birring' 
ton.— Francis  Holhame ;  admiml  of  t|j» 
blue ;  made  a  coBswiissioser  of  tbe  M' 
miralty  ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Mi"^? 
21,  1770,  he  was  re^deoled;  mi^ 
master  of  Greenwich  hospital,  Jniy  w» 
1771 ;  died,  and  the  8periier  «w«<^ 
warrant  to  the  olerk  of  <lie  erowo  for* 
new  writ,  July  31,  17Tl."S*r  CharW 
Hardy ;  admiral  of  the  Woe,  and  fa^ 
of  Greenwich  boopttal. 

Qakhampion.  Thomas  Pitt.— TboOjJ 
Brand ;  died,  and  the  Speaker  itfo^ 
his  warrant  la  ihe  okrii  «f  the  croir» 
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/or  a  new  writ,  Sept.  1770.-Richard 
FitX|mtnck ;  brother  to  the  earl  of 
Upper  OsBory ;  a  lieuteoaot  io  the  foot 
gfuanJa. 

BoTfutapte,  Denjs  Rolle.— John  Cle? e- 
land. 

Flympion  Earle.  Paul  Henry  Ourry.-- 
Wiiaam  Baker. 

Eoniton.     Brass  Croiby.— Sir    George 

YODgC. 

TacUioek.  Richard  Rigby ;  made  one 
of  the  ▼ioe-treasurers  of  Irelaoci ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  January  ijO,  1768,  he  was 
re-elected  ;  ooade  paymaster- general  of 
Ifae  land  forces,  (Sec.  in  Great  Britain ; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  May  21,  1768,  he 
WM  re-elected.— Richard  U.  Aldworth. 

AMurton.  Lawrence  Sullivan  ;  chair- 
nan  of  the  East  India  company.-- • 
Charles  Boone. 

Dartmouih,  Richard  ▼isoouat  Howe  ; 
made  a  rear-admiral  of  the  blue.— 
Richard  Hopkins. 

BeeraUtoit,  Sir  Francis  H.  Drake ; 
made  roaster  of  his  majesty  ^s  house- 
bold,  a  new  writ  ordered,  December  83, 
1770.— Francis  W.  Drake;  a  captain 
iu  the  na?y,  and  brother  to  the  late 
member.- George  Hobart. 

Tiverton.      Nathaniel     Ryder. John 

Dantz ;  created  a  baronet,  October  29, 
1774. 

i>£>]ts£TsaiRE.  6et»rge  Pitt ;  a  groom  of  his 
majesty's  bedchamber,  and  ambassador 
at  I  be  court  of  Turin ;  created  lord 
Rivers  of  Stratfieldsea  in  the  county  of 
Soalhampton,  May  14,  1778.— Hum- 
phry Sturt. 

I*ooie,  Thomas  Calcraft.— Josliua  Mau- 
ger ;  found  not  to  be  duty  elected  ;  a 
new  writ  ordered,  February  10,  1769. 
— Joabaa  Mauger. 

Dorchester.      John    Damer. William 

Ewer. 

lysie  R^is.  Henry  Fane.- John  lord 
Burghersh  ;  succeeded  his  father  in  the 
peerage,  a  new  writ  ordered,  January 
21, 1772.— Henry  Fane ;  brother  to  the 
earl  of  Westmoreland ;  made  keeper  of 
the  private  roads  to  his  majesty ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  June  9, 1772,  he  was  re- 
elected. 

Wet/mouth  and  Melcomhe  Regit.  D. 
Biliers,  lord  Waltham ;  of  Ireland.— 
Jeremiah  Dyson ;  made  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  treasury  ;  a  new  writ  or- 
derad,  December  2t,  1768,  he  was  re- 
elected ;  appointed  cofferer  of  the  house- 
hold ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  March  10, 
1774,  he  was  re-elected.- «-Sir  Charles 
Davers.— John  Tucker. 

Bridport.    Sambrookc  FraemaD.~Tbo- 
roaa  Co?  entry. 
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Shaftesbury.  Ralph  Payne ;  made  K. 
B.  ;  appointed  captaiu -general  and  (^o- 
▼eroor  of  the  Leeward  IsUiuls  ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  May  8,  1771.- -Francis 
8^ kes.— William  Chaffin  Grove. 

Wareham.  Ralph  Burton;  colonel  of  « 
regiment  of  foot,  and  a  major-general  ; 
died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  November  10, 
1768.— Whitshed  Keeoe  ;  appointed  a 
commissioner  of  trade  and  plantations  ; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  January  1774,  he 
was  chosen  for  LudgershaiL-Thomaa 
de  Grey  ;  only  son  of  lord  chief  justice 
de  Grey.— Robert  Palk. 

Corfe  Castle.  John  Jenkinson  ;  gentle* 
man  usher  daily  waiter  to  the  queen) 
made  gentleman  usher  of  the  private 
chamber  to  the  queen.— John  Bond. 

DuHHAM.  Frederick  VaDe.-Sir  Thomas  Cla- 
▼ering. 

Durham.  John  Tempest.— John  Lamb« 
ton ;  made  a  lieutenant-general. 

Essex.  Sir  W.  Maynard  ;  died,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  January  21,  1772.- John  Coa« 
yers.--John  Luther. 

Colchester.  Charles  Gray.— Isaac  Martia 
Rebow. 

Maiden.  John  Huske;  died,  and  the 
Speaker  issued  his  warrant  to  the  clerk 
of  the  crown  for  a  new  writ,  1773.' 
—Charles  Rainslbrd  ;  has  a  company  in 
the  foot  guards,  and  aide-du-cainp  to 
the  king.- -John  Bullock. 

Harwich.      Edward  Harvey;    adjutant- 

Seneral  to  the  land  forces  io  Great 
Britain ;  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  horse, 
and  a  major-general.— John  Roberts; 
died,  and  the  Speaker  issued  bis  warrant 
to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  for  a  new  wri^ 
July  1772.— Charles  Jenkinson ;  a  com- 
sioner  of  the  treasury ;  before  in  this 
parliament  for  Appleby ;  appointed  one 
of  the  vice- treasurers  of  Ireland ;  a 
new  writ  ordered,  January  23, 1772,  he 
was  re-elected. 

GLOUCBSTBasHiRB.  Ed  Ward  Soothwell.- -Tho- 
mas Tracy  ;  died,  and  the  Speaker 
issued  his  warrant  for  a  new  writ  to  the 
clerk  of  the  crown,  July  1770.— Sir 
William  Guise. 

Cloucetter.  George  A.  Sel  wyn.-  -  Cbarlea 
Barrow. 

Cirencester,  James  Whitshed.— Estcoort 
Cresswell. 

Tewkesbury.  Sir  W.  Codriogton.— Ni- 
cholson Calvert, 

Herefordshire.  Thomas  Foley,  jun.— Tho- 
mas Foley,  sen. 

Hereford.  Richard  Syroons;  created  a 
baronet,  May  3,  1774. -John  Scuda- 
more.'  * 

LeominsiiTn     John  Canilic«— John  lord 
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tiscoont  BatemiD ;  of  Ireland  ;  loriJ 
lieutenant  and  custos  rotulorum  of  tlip 
ciitmty  of  Hereford ;  a  privy  couuseilor, 
and  master  of  the  buck  hounds. 

Weoblt/.  Simon  Luttrelt;  created  lord 
Irnham  of  Luttrellstown,  in  tbe  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  loon  after  tbe  dissolu* 
tion  of  this  parliament.-— Henry  F. 
Thynue ;  master  of  his  majesty's  house- 
hold ;  appointed  one  of  tbe  postmasters- 
general,  a  new  writ  ordered,  December 

9,  1770.— Bamber  Gascoyne;  made  a 
commissioner  of  trade  and  plantations ; 

^      a  new  writ  ordered,  February  6,  1772, 
he  w^  re-  elected. 

Hertfordshire.  William  Plomer.— Thomas 
Halsey. 

St.  Albans.  Richard  Sutton  ;  under  se- 
xrelary  to  the  earl  of  Shelbume,  one  '»f 
bis  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of 
state,'and  counsel  to  tbe  board  of  on!- 
nance  ;  created  a  baronet,  September 
25,  1773.-John  Radcliffe. 

Hertford.  John  Calf ert.- -William  Cow- 
per ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  January 

10,  1770.-PauI  Feilde ;  one  of  the 
judges  in  the  sheriffs  of  London's  court. 

HviCTiNGDONSHiRE.  Petcf  earl  Ludlow ;  of 
Ireland.— John  lord  ? iscount  Hinchincr- 
broke ;  eldest  son  of  the  earl  of  Sand  - 
wich  ;  appointed  vice-chamberlain  to 
his  majesty ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Fe- 
bruary 6.  1771,  he  was  re-elected. 

Buntingdon.  Henry  Seymour ;  a  groom 
of  the  bedchamber  to  his  majesty.— Ro  • 
bert  Jones  ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered, 
February  5,  1774.--Wm.  A.  Montagu; 
second  son  of  the  earl  of  Sandwich. 

Xbnt.  Sir  Brook  Bridges.— John  Frederick 
Sackville^  son  to  lord  John  Philip 
Sackviile  ;  succeeded  his  uncle  as  duke 
of  Dorset ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  January 
31,  1769.-Sir  Charles  Famaby. 

Canterbury.  Richard  Milles.-— William 
Lynch ;  made  K.  B.  and  appouited 
minister  to  tbe  court  of  Turin. 

JRochester.  John  Calcraft;  died  during 
the  recess  between  the  5th  and  6th  ses-  • 
•ions  of  parliament,  and  tbe  Speaker 
issued  his  warrant  for  a  new  writ  lo  the 
«1erk  of  (he^crown,  1772.— Georjre 
I^.  Hatton ;  nephew  to  the  earl  of  U^iu- 
chelsea.— William  Gordon;  madesteM^- 
ard  of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  March  4,  1771.— Thomas 
Pye ;  ?ice-admiral  of  the  red. 

Maidstone,      Charles    Marsham;   eldest 
son  of  lord  Romney.— Robert  Gregory  ; 
•    a  director  of  the  East  India  company. 

4i,ueenborough.     Sir   Piercy  .Brett.— Sir 
Charles  Frederick. 

Lancashire.  J.  Smith,  lord  Strange;  died,  a 
ttcw  writ  orditftdi  June  Jl?7:i.«»Richard, 


lord  fiscount  Moljmenx;  of  Irelan 
Created  earl  of  Sefton  of  the  same  kio 
dom,  November  16, 1771.— Lord  An 
Hamilton  ;  uncle  to  the  duke  of  H 
mihon ;  nude  steward  of  tbe  maoor 
East  Hendred  in  the  coonty  of  Berk 
a  new  writ  ordered,  January  21, 17] 
—Sir  Thomas  Egerton. 

Preston.  Sir  Peter  Leicester.  Sir  Fn 
Standish ;  found  not  duly  elected,  > 
rember  29,  1768.— Jobo  Burgojo 
colonel  of  a  regiooent  of  drtgoons,  a 
governor  of  Port  William.  Mtde 
major- general.  May  25,  1802.—! 
Henry  Hoghton ;  round  doly  eleci 
and  ought  to  have  been  retunied. 

Jjancaster,  Francis  Reynolds ;  died,  i 
the  Speaker  issued  his  wsrrant  to  t 
clerk  of  the  crown  for  a  new  writ,  i 
gust  1770.— Lc»rd  Richard  Cafeodti 
iiezt  brother  to  the  duke  of  Deroiubi 
—Sir  George  Warren. 

*Newton.   Peter  Legh.— Anthony  J.  Ket 

Wigan.  George  Byng.— Beaumoot  H 
tbam;  son  to  air  Beaumoot  tiotbai 
baronet. 

Ciithero.  Nathaniel  Lister ;  made  ita 
ard  of  the  manor  of  East  Heodred, 
tlie  county  of  Berks :  a  uew  writ  ( 
dered,  April  5, 177S.-Thoinas  Listtf. 
Asheton  Curzon. 

Liverpool.  Richard  Pennant- Sir  Wi 
Meredith  ;  appointed  comptroller  oft 
household,  and  sworn  a  member  of  i 

Srivy  council ;    a  new   writ  order^ 
larch  1774,  he  was  re-elected. 

Leicestershirb.    Sir  John  Pahner.-Sir  It 
mas  Cave.  * 

Leicester.  Booth  Grey ;  brother  (o  ( 
earl  of  Stamford.-EyreCoote;  colli 
of  a  regiment  of  foot ;  made  a  K.  B^ 

LmcoLNSBiRE.    Lord^rownlow  Bertie.-T| 
mas  Whichcot. 

Lmeoln.  Thomaa  Scroope.-  Const.  J^ 
Fhipps;  eldest  son  to  lord  Mulgn^ 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland ;  a  capt« 
the  navy. 

Boston.    Lord  Robert  Bertie ;  made 
Temor  of  Dnncannon-foit  io  Irt^l 
Charles  Amootta. 

'Great  Grimsby.     Anthony  St  Le| 
lieutenant-cdonel  on  half-pay 
colonel  of  a  regiment  of  foot, 
major-general.— Joseph  Meliisb- 

Stanford.      George   Aufrere.— '^ 
Howard  ;  colonel  of  a  nf^tDeoioi 
goons  ;    governor  of  Chelsea  bos' 
and  a  lieutenant-general ;  mad' 
B.  and  a  general  of  his  majesty's  i< 
August  87, 1777. 

Grantham,  hard  George  Sottoo.-j 
John  Cust ;  chosen  Speaker  to  thtfl 
liMBenti  OB  accoiial  of  bad  be*l^ 
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rosined  Ui«l difrnity  mthort  time  before 
his  death  ;  died,  m  new  writ  ordered, 
Jaonary  25,  1770.— Francis  Cockayne 
Oust;  connael  to  the  admiralty  and 
navy. 

UisDLCSEZ.  John  Wilkes;  an  alderman  of 
the  city  of  London ;  declared  by  the 
House  incapable  of  being  elected,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  Febraary  3,  1769,  he  was 
•gain  eleeted.— John  Wilkes;  his  elec* 
lion  declared  ?oid,  a  new  writ  ordered, 
Febraary  17, 1769,  he  was  again  electa 
<d.— John  Wilkes ;  his  election  declared 
Tokl,  m  new  writ  ordered,  March  17, 
1769,  he  was  again  elected. — John 
Wilkes ;  the  House  resolved,  April  14, 

1769,  that  the  poll  taken  for  John 
WitkeSy  esq.  was  null  and  void :  re- 
BoWed,  April  15,  1769,  that  Henry 
Lawes  Luttrell,esq.  ought  to  have  been 
retaroed,  and  that  the  said  Henry  Lawes 
Linttreil,  esq.  is  duly  elected.— Henry 
L*.  Lottrell;  eldest  son  to  lord  Iroham 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland ;  a  lieute- 
■aot-colonel  of  horse.— George  Cook  ; 
«lied,  a  new  writ  ordered,  November  23, 
5771.- -John  Glynn;  a  seneant  at  law, 
and  recorder  of  toe  city  of  London. 

Wntmintter.  Edwin  Sandys;  succeeded 
his  father  as  lord  Sandys ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  April  24,  1770. -Sir  Robert 
Bernard.— Hugh  earl  Percv ;  eldest  son 
to  the  duke  of  Northumberland ;  colonel 
of  a  regiment  of  foot ;  made  a  major- 
general. 

London.  Thomas  Harley.— Barlow  Tre- 
cothick ;  an  alderman  of  London ;  elect- 
ed lord  mayor  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
Beckfordin  1770.- Richard  Oliver;  an 
miderman  of  London.— Sir  Robert  Lad- 
broke ;  died,  and  the  Speaker  gave  no- 
tiee  in  the  London  Gazette  of  November 
13,  1773,  that  be  would  at  the  end  of 
fourteen  days  from  that  date,  issue  his 
warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  to 
iaiake  out  a  new  writ.— William  Beck- 
ford  ;   a  second  time  lord  mayor   in 

1770,  be  died  during  his  mayoralty; 
the  Sjieaker  gave  notice  in  the  LoniJon 
Gazette  of  Jiily  10, 1770,  that  he  would 
at  the  end  of  fourteen  days  from  that 
date,  issue  hisVarrant  to  the  clerk  of 
the  crown  to  make  out  a  new  writ  — 
Frederick  Bull ;  an  alderman  of  Lon- 
don. 

)fo!niOUTBSHiRB.  Thomss  Morgan  ;  lord 
lieutenant  and  custos  rotuloruro  for  the 
counties  of  Monmouth  and  Brecon; 
died,  and  the  Speaker  issued  bis  warrant 
to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  for  a  new 
writ,  June  S8, 1771*— John  Morgap.— 
John  Hanbory. 

%i(mmouth,  John  Stepney ;  eldest  son  of 
sir  John  Stepney,  to  wnose  estate  and 
title  he  succeeded  ;  made  envoy  extra- 
binary  to  the  elector  of  Saxony  m  17  7i. 


NoBroLX.  Thomas  de  Grey.— Sir  Edward 
Astley. 

Norwich.  Harbord  Harbord;  succeeded 
his  father  as  baronet.— £(J  ward  Bacon. 

JLynn  Rtgii,  Sir  John  Turner.- -Thomas 
Walpole;  brother  to  lord  Walpole;  a 
merchant  in  London. 

Yarmouth,  Richard  Walpole ;  next  bro- 
ther to  lord  Walpole ;  a  merchant  in 
London.— Charles  To wnshend;  made  a 
commissioner  of  the  treasury ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  February  5,  1770,  he  was 
re-elected. 

Thetford,  John  Drommond  ;  died,  and 
the  Speaker  issued  his  warrant  to  the 
derk  of  the  crown  for  a  new  writ,  Au- 
gust J  774.— Charles  lord  viscount  Pe« 
tersham  ;  eldest  son  of  the- earl  of  Har- 
rington ;  a  captain  in  the  army,  now 
earl  of  Harrington.— Henry  S.  Conway. 

Coitie-Ruing,  Jenison  Shaftoe;  died, 
and  the  Speaker  issued  his  warrant  tQ 
the  clerk  of  the  crown  for  a  new  writ, 
1771.- -Crisp  Molineux.— Thomaa 
Whateley  ;  one  of  the  uuder  secretaries 
to  the  earl  of  Suffolk,  one  of  his  ma« 
jesty^s  principal  secretaries  of  state; 
made  a  commissioner  of  trade  and 
plantations  ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Ja- 
nuary S5,  1770,  be  was  re-elected^ 
made  keeper  of  his  majesty's  privata 
roads,  gates  and  bridges,  and  conductor 
or  guide  of  his  n^al  person  iu  all  the 
royal  progresses  ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
January  21,  1772,  he  was  re-elected  ; 
died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  June  3,  1773* 
— Heneage  lord  Guernsey  ;  eldest  son 
of  the  earl  of  Ay  lesford. 

NoBTHAMFTONSHiRE*  Sir  Edmuud  Isham ; 
died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  December  21, 
1779.— Lucy  Knightley.— Sir  William 
Dolben. 

Peterborough,  Malthew  Wyldhore.— Sir 
Matthew  Lamb ;  died,  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, November  22,  1768.— Henry 
lord  Bellasyse;  only  son  of  earl  Fau* 
copberg,  to  whose  title  lie  succeeded; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  February,  1774.— 
Richard  Beoyon. 

Northampton.  Sir  George  Osborne ;  ne- 
phew to  the  earl  of  Halifax ;  an  officer 
m  the  army;  found  to  be  not  dul^ 
elected,  Febraary  14,  1769;  in  this 
parliament  afterwards  for  Bossiney.— 
Thomas  Howe;  brother  to  lord  vis- 
count Howe  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland ; 
duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned ;  died,  and  the  Speaker  issued 
his  warrant  for  a  new  writ  to  the  cleric 
of  the  crown,  November  SO,  1771.-- 
Wilhr.  Totleraache ;  next  brother  lo  the 
aarl  of  Dysart.— Sir  George  B.  Rod- 
ney ;  duly  elected  ;  vice-admiral  of  the 
red,  and  rcar-adiniral  of  (irtal  Biitain. 
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Brackley,  William  Egerton;  major  to 
the  2il  troop  of  horse  guards;  yeoaian 
clerk  of  the  jewel  office,  and  brother  to 
the  bishop  of  Coventry  and  LitcMield. 
---Robert  Wood ;  under  secretary  to 
lord  viscouBt  Weymouth,  one  of  his 
majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state, 
and  master  of  the  re?ets  in  Ireland  ; 
died,  and  the  S(>eaker  issued  his  warrant 
to  the  clerk  of  tiie  crowu  for  a  n^w  writ, 
September  28,  1771. — Timothy  Cas- 
'well ;  deputy  pay  master- general  of  the 
land  forces. 

Higham- Ferrers,    Frederick  Montagu. 

KoRTHUMBERL.4ND.  George  DelaTa].--Sii-  £d« 
ward  Biacket. 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  Sir  Walter  Biacket. 
—Matthew  Ridley. 

Morpeth,  Peter  Beckford.-Sir  Matt  W. 
Ridley. 

Berwick  upon  Tweed.  Robert  Paris  Tay- 
lor.—Sir  John  H.Dela?al. 

Nottinghamshire.  Thomas  Willoughby ; 
only  brother  to  lord  Middleton.— John 
Hewet.  , 

iloltingham.  William  Howe ;  made  co- 
lonel of  a  regiment  of  foot,  and  a  major- 
geueral.— John  Plumtree. 

EaH  Retford.  John  Offley...Sir  Cecil 
Wray. 

Netcnrk.  John  Mannei^.— John  Shelley ; 
treasurer  of  the  household  ;  keeper  of 
the  records  in  the  Tower,  and  clerk  of 
the  pipe. 

Oxfordshire.  Philip  lord  viscount  Wenman. 
-  -Lord  Charles  Spencer ;  of  Ireland. 

Oxford  University.  Sir  Roger  Newdi- 
gate.— Francis  Page. 

Oxford.  William  Harconrt;  second  son 
of  earl  Harconrt ;  a  groom  of  his  ma- 
jesty's beiichamber,  and  a  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  dragoons.— George  Nares; 
made  a  judge  in  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  ;  a  new  writ  oniered,  January  25, 
1771.- -Lord  Rultert  Spencer;  second 
brother  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough  ;  a 
commissioner  of  trade  and  plantations ; 
in  the  former  part  of  this  parliament  for 
Woodstock. 

Woodstock,  Lord  Robert  Spencer ;  second 
brother  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough; 
made  a  commissioner  of  tr^de  and  plan- 
tations ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  April  ^4, 
1770,  he  was  re-elected;  made  steward 
nf  the  manor  of  East  Heodred  in  the 
county  of  Berks  ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
January  26,  1771,  be  was  elected  for 
the  city  of  Oxfonl.— John  Skynner ; 
attorney-general  of  the  duchy  court  of 
Lancaster;  made  a  Welsh  judge;  m 
new  writ  orderetl,  April  3,  1772,  he  was 
re-elected.— William  Gordon. 

JSaribury^    Frederick  lord  Norths  made  I 
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first  lord  eommissiocier  of  the  trctany, 
and  continued  chancellor  and  nnder 
treasurer  of  the  Exchequer;  anewwiit 
oniered,  February  1770,  he  wu  le- 
elected. 

Rutlandshire.  George  B.  Brudenell;  one 
of  the  clerks  comptrollers  of  tbs  boud 
of  green  cloth.— Thomas  Noel. 

Salop.    Sir  John  Astley ;  died,  a  new  writ«- 
,    dere<l,  February  5,  ir72.--Sir  Wat.  W. 
Wynne.— Charles  Baldwin. 

Shrewsbury.    Robert  lord  Clire;  annjor' 

general  in  the  East  Indies ;  created  lord 
live,  bacon  of  Plassey  in  the  kiogdoni 
of  Ireland,  March  15,  1763;ma(let 
knight  of  the  baih  in  u-Noel  Hill; 
son  of  the  late  member. 

Bridgenorih.  William  Whitmore;  died, 
and  the  Speaker  issued  bis  wamDt  to 
the  clerk  of  tlie  crown  to  nake  oat t 
new  writ,  August  1771.— Thomas Wbi(* 
more ;  nephew  of  the  deceased  o)fo- 
ber.— George  lord  Pigot ;  of  the  king* 
dom  of  Ireland. 

Ludlow.  Edward  Herbert;  died, aodtiM 
Speaker  issued  his  warrant  to  the  dot 
of  the  crown  for  a  new  writ,  ^  1770. 
—Thomas  Herbert ;  son  of  the  dccosed 
member.- -William  Fellows. 

Great  Wenlock.  Geoi^  Forester.->Sir 
'  Henry  Bridgman. 

Bishop's  Castle.  Ge^irge  Clivc-WiiliiB 
Clire;  a  cornet  of  dragoons;  mide 
steward  of  the  manor  of  East  iJeadred 
in  the  county  of  Berks ;  a  new  writ  or* 
dered,  January  10,  1770."AlexaDder 
Wedderburn  ;  in  this  parliament  befon 
for  Richmond  ;  made  soiicito^feDenl 
to  his  majesty  ;  m  new  writ  ordered 
January  25,  1771,  he  was  re-elected. 

SoMjSRSETHi&E.  Sir  Charles  K.  Tynte.-Rieh' 
Hippesley  Cox. 

Bristol.  Robert  Tisconnt  Clare;  and* 
one  of  the  rice-treasurers  of  Ireland; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  Juoe81»  17^^ 
was  re-elected.— Matthew  Brickdsle. 

Bath,  Sir  John  S.  Sebright.- Joba  Smith. 

WelU.    Robert  Chiy  ;  a  banker  in  U»- 

don.— Clement  Tudway. 
Taunton.  Alexander  Popham ;  a  bttitf* 
ter  at  law.— Nathaniel  Webb. 
.  Bridgewater.  J,  James,  riscount  ?^ 
val ;  not  duly  elected.- Anne  PooWy 
brother  to  earl  Poulett,  duly  eledMj 
and  ought  to  have  been  retaned.^^^ 
jamin  Allen. 

Mnehead.     Henry   F.   Lultrell.--* 

Charles  Whitworth ;  HeuteDaol-g*^*- 

nor  of  Tilbury -fort,  and  chainnw»"" 

committees  of  ways  and  meaDf* 

Ilchester.    Brownlow  Cust.-PeWf^ 

MUhom  Fort.    EdoiiUMl  W«lter.*-Tli^ 
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H.  Mediicott;  made  steward  of 
the  manor  of  East  Hendred ;  a  new  writ 
ordered.  May  19,  1770.— Robert  earl  of 
CaCberioof^h  ;  of  tbe  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  March 
do,  1773.— Richard  Combe ;  not  duly 
elected.- -Georgd  Prescott. 

SouTHAXFTON.  Robert  lord  Henley,  eldest  son 
of  the  earl  of  Northingtoii ;  a  teller  of 
tbe  Exchequer ;  succeeded  bis  father  as 
carl  of  NorthioiftoD ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, January  SI,  1773.- -Sir  Paulet 
St.  John.— Sir*Simeon  Stuart. 

Winchester,  George  Powlett. — Henry 
Pentoo. 

Southampton.  Henry  viscount  Palmer- 
ston  ;  a  commissioner  of  the  admiralty. 
>-Haos  Stanley  ;  made  governor  of  the 
Isle  of  Wit^ht;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
May  16,  1770,  be  was  re-elected. 

Portsmouth.  Sir  M .  Fetherstonbaugb  ; 
died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  March  1774. 
— Peter  Taylor.--Sir  Edward  Hawke; 
admiral  of  the  white;  rear-admiral  of 
Great  Britain,  and  an  elder  brother  of 
the  Trinity  house  ;  made  first  commis- 
sioner of  the  admiralty  ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  December  3,  1766,  he  was  re- 
elected. 

Tarmouth.  (I.  W.)  Jerroise  Clarke.  Wil- 
Jtam  Strode ;  not  duly  elected.-  -George 
Jj.  Parker;  brother  to  the  earl  of  Mac- 
clesfield ;  a  major  in  the  foot  guards, 
and  a  major-general  in  the  array ;  duly 
•lected,  aod  ought  to  have  been  return- 
ed ;  made  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  foot 
ID  May  1773.  -Thomas  Dummer;  duly 
elected,  aod  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turned. 

Teterifield.  William  Jolliffe;  made  a 
commissioner  of  trade  and  plantations  ; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  February  10,  1772, 

be  was  re-€flected. Welbore   Ellis; 

made  one  of  tbe  vice- treasurers  of  Ire* 
land ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  February  3, 
1770,  he  was  re-elected. 

ffewport.  (I.  Vi,)    Hans  Sloane John 

Eames ;  a  master  in  chancery  ;  made 
commissioner  of  taxes ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, May  1773.— John  St.  John ;  bro- 
ther to  viscount  Bolingbroke. 

Siockbridge.  Richard  Worge ;  m  major- 
general  ;  a  colonel  on  half-pay ;  made 
steward  of  the  three  Chiltern  Hundreds 
in  the  county  of  Buckingham  ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  April  20,  1778.— James 
Hare.— Richard  Fuller. 

Jfewton.  (T.  W.)  Sir  John  BarriDgtsn.— 
Harconrt  Powell. 

Chritt-Church,  Thomas  Robinson ;  made 
irice-chamberlain  to  his  majesty's  house- 
bold  ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  February  21, 
1770,  be  was  re-elected  ;  succeeded  his 
father  as  lord  Grantham;  a  new  writ 
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ordered,  November  15,  1770.— James 
Harris,  jun.— James  Harris. 

Lymngton,  Adam  Drum  mood ;  brother* 
in-law  to  the  duke  of  Bolton  ;  made  his 
election  for  St.  Ives;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, February  10. 1769.«-Hugo  Mey- 
nell.-- Harry  Bunurd  ;  created  a  ba- 
ronet of  Great  Briuio,  March  20, 1769; 
made  steward  of  the  three  Chiltern 
Hundreds  in  the  county  of  Bucking- 
bam  ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  January 
1779.  , 

Whitchurch.  Henry  Wallop  ;  brother  to 
the  earl  of  Portsmouth ;  a  groom  of 
his  msjesty's  bedchamber.— T.  Towns- 
hend. 

Jndover,  Benjamin  Letbuiellier.— Sir 
John  Grifiiu  Griffin. 

Staffordshirb.  G.  Harry,  lord  Grey;  sue* 
ceeded  his  father  as  earl  of  Stamford  ; 
m  new  writ  ordered.  May  21,  1768.— 
John  Wrottesley ;  eldest  son  of  the  re- 
verend sir  Richard  Wrottesley,  baronet, 
and  nephew  to  earl  Oower;  a  captain 
in  the  army  ;  in  this  parliament  befora 
for  Newcastle- nnder-lJne;  promoted  to 
m  company  in  tbe  foot  guards  ;  suc- 
ceeded his  father  as  baronet— Sir  Wil- 
liam Bagot. 

Litchfield.  Thomas  Gilbert ;  comptroller 
of  the  king's  wardrobe,  and  paymaster 
of  the  pensions  to  the  widows  of  sea 
officers.— Thomas  Anson ;  made  steward 
of  the  manor  of  East  Hendred  in  the 
county  of  Berks  ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
January  24,  1770.— George  Adams; 
nephew  to  Mr.  Anson,  changed  his 
name  to  Anson. 

Stafford.  William  viscount  Chetwynd; 
died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  April  3, 1770. 
-William  Nev.  Hart.-Ricbard  Whit* 
worth. 

NewcastU-under-Line.  John  Wrottes- 
ley ;  eldest  sob  of  the  reverenil  sir 
Jltcbard  Wrottesley,  and  nephew  to 
earl  Gower ;  made  steward  of  the  three 
Chiltern  Hundreds  in  the  county  of 
Buckingham ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
November  22,  1768,  he  was  elected  for 
the  county.— George  Hay  ;  dean  of  tbe 
arches,  and  judge  of  the  prerogative 
court  of  Canterbury ;  made  judge  and 
president  of  the  bigh  court  of  admi- 
ralty ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  January  IS, 
1774,  be  was  re-elected. — Alexander 
Forrester ;'  a  barrister  at  law. 

Tanaoorth.  William  de  Grey ;  made  bi« 
election  for  Newport  in  the  county  of 
Cornwall ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Novem- 
ber 24,  1768.— Charles  Vernon ;  lieu- 
tenant-governor of  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, and  a  major-general  in  the  army. 
-•Edward  Tburlow;  made  solicitor -ge- 
neral to  his  majesty ;  a  new  wilt  or- 
dered,   March  28,  1770,  he  was  re- 
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elected ;  made  attorney-general  to  his 
roajesty  ;  a  nevr  writ  ordered,  January 
S5,  1771,  be  was  re-elected. 

Suffolk.      Sir  John   Rons ;   died,  and   the 
Speaker  issued  his  warrant  to  the  clerk 
of  the  crown  to  make  out  a  new  writ, 
1771.- -Rowland  Holt -Sir  C.  T.  Bun- 
hurv. 

Jpswick,  Thomas  Staonton.— William 
Wullaston. 

Vunwich.     Miles  Bame. — Gerrard  W. 
"'  Van  Neck. 

Qrford.  Francis  viscount  Beauchamp; 
eldest  son  of  the  earl  of  Hertford ;  made 
one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  trea- 
sury ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  March  1774, 
be  was  re-elected.— Edward  Colman ;  a 
captain  of  drajB^ns  \  made  one  of  the 
gentleman  ushers  to  his  majesty  ;  a 
new  writ  ordered  May  8, 1771. --Robert 
S.  Conway ;  third  son  to  the  earl  of 
Hertford ;  a  captain  of  dragoons. 

Mdborough.  Nicholas  Linwood ;  died,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  May  8, 1773.-  -Tho- 
mas Fonnereau.— Zacbary  P.  Fonne- 
reau. 

Sudbury.  Patrick  Blake;  created  a  ba- 
ronet of  Great  Britain,  September  19, 
1772.— Walden  Hanmer ;  created  a  ba- 
ronet of  Great  Britain,  May  3,  1774. 

EyCm  W.  Cornwallis ;  second  brother  to 
earl  Cornwallis ;  a  captain  in  the  nary ; 
made  steward  of  the  three  Chiltem 
Hundreds;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
1774.— Francis  M.Carmarthen;  eldest 
son  of  the  duke  of  Leeds.- -Joshua  ris- 
^  count  Allen ;  has  a  company  in  the  foot 
guards ;  made  steward  and  bailiff  of  the 
three  Chiltern  Hundreds  in  the  county 
of  Buckingham;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
April  9,  1770.-Richard  B.  Phillipson; 
lieutenant-colonel  of  dragoons. 

St.  Edmund's 'Bury,  A.  John  Herreyt 
a  captain  in  the  navy ;  a  cotonel  of  ma~ 
rines,  and  one  of  the  grooms  of  his  ma- 
jesty's bedchamber ;  mad  one  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty ;  a  new 
vrit  ordered,  December  23^.1770,  be 
was  re-elected.- -Charles  Fitzroy;  rice- 
chamberlain  to  the  queen  ;  made  a  ma- 
jor-general in  May  1772,  and  a  lieute- 
nant-general in  August  1777. 

StmasT.    George  Onslow.— Sir  Francis  Vin- 
cent. 


Southward 
Mawbey. 

Blechingly, 


Henry  Thrale.— Sir  Joseph 


Sir  Kenrick  Clayton ;.  died, 
a  new  writ  ordered,  March  22, 1769.-- 
Frederick  Slandart;  a  merchant  in 
London.— Robert  Clayton ;  eldest  son 
of  the  other  member. 

Byegate,    John  Yorke;   brother  to  the 
wri  oi  Hardwicke  i  clerk  of  the  crown 


in  the  court  of  Chanoery^,'aDd  pitentei 
for  making  out  commissions  of  bank- 
mptcy.— Charles  Cocks ;  made  clerk  of 
the  delireries  of  the  ordnance ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  Norember  27,  1762; 
created  a  baronet  of  Great  Britain,  Sep- 
tember 19, 1772. 

Ouilford,  George  Onslow.-Sir  Fletcbei 
Norton  ;  made  chief  justice  in  eyre, 
south  of  Trent ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
February  4,  1769,  he  was  re-elected. 
On  the  resignation  of  sir  John  Cuit, 
baronet,  be  was  chosen  Speaker. 

Gation.  John  Damer;  eldest  son  of  lord 
Milton.— Joseph  Martin. 

HasUmere.  William  Burrdl ;  made  i 
commissioner  of  excise;  a  new  vrit 
ordered,  May  1774.— Sir  Merrick  Bur- 
rell.— Thomas  M.  Molyneoi. 

Sussex.  Thomas  Pelham  ;  succeeded  ihi 
duke  of  Newcastle  as  baron  Pelham  of 
Slanmere ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  NoTem* 
ber  22,  17G8.- -Richard  Uarcourt.— 
Lord  George  H.  Lenox. 

ChichaUr.  William  Keppel.— Tbomu 
Conolly  ;  brother-in-law  to  the  duke  of 
Richmond,  and  a  priry  counsellor  ii 
Ireland. 

Horsham.  J.  Greoville ;  second  brother 
to  carl  Temple ;  one  of  the  vice-trei- 
surers  of  Ireland,  and  receiver  of  the 
crown  and  fee  farm  rents  tor  the  coon- 
ties  of  Leioestbr  and  Warwick ;  made 
steward  of  the  three  Chiltern  Hasdreda; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  April  12,  1770- 
James  Wallace ;  one  of  his  majestv'i 
counsellors  at  law ;  attomey-geoera)  for 
the  counties  palatine  of  Lancaster  aad 
Durham  .--Robert  Pratt;  a  master  ia 
chancery. 

Midhurst.  Henry,  lord  Starordsle;  el- 
dest son  of  the  earl  of  Iksbester;  a  ca^ 
tain  in  the  army ;  mad^  steward  of  ibt 
three  Chiltem  Hundreds  in  tbe  cosoty 
of  Buckingham  ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
May  19,  1770,  be  was  rejected.— 
Charles  James  Fox ;  second  son  of  lord 
Holland  ;  made  a  commissioner  of  the 
admiralty ;  a  new  w  rit  ordered,  Febru- 
ary 21, 1770,  he  was  re-elected  ;  ntade 
one  of  the  commissioners  of  tbe  tret-j 
snry ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  December 
21,  1772,  he  was  re-elected. 

Lewes.  Thomas  Hampden ;  eldest  son  off 
lord  Trevor.— -Thomas  Hay;  lieote^ 
nant-colooel  of  dragoons. 

Shoreham.  Sir  Samuel  Comisb ;  died,  t 
new  writ  ordered.  No? ember  SO,  1770. 
—John  Purling.— Thomas  Rumbold.-* 
Peregrine  Cust. 

Bramber,  Edward  earl  Winterton.  Cbtf> 
Lowndes;  not  duly  elected.-Tbooitf 
Thornton ;  duly  elected,  and  ought  to 
liaTe  b^eo  returned*— Charles  Anbltf* 
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duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned  ;  one  of  bia  majesty's  oouosel- 
lors  at  law,  and  solicitor-general  to  the 
qoeen.  »  ' 

Steynins.  Thomas  E.  Freeman. — Sir 
JoliD  Filnaer, 

Eokt  GrinUed.  Lord  Georcfe  Sackville ; 
brother  to  the  duke  of  Dorset;  cierk 
of  the  council  in  Ireland,  and  one  of  the 
keepers  of  the  Phoenix-park  near  Dub- 
lin ;  made  one  of  his  msjesty's  princi- 
pal secretaries  of  state ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, November  1775,  be  was  re- 
elected.-—John  Irwin ;  made  a  liente- 
naot*general  in  May  177 S. 

ArundeL  Sir  George  Colebrooke.— Lacli- 
Ian  Macteane ;  made  steward  of  the 
three  Chi  Item  Hundreds  in  the  county 
of  Buckingham ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
May  8, 1771.- -John  Stewart. 

IfARirirKSHiRE.  Sir  Charles  Mordaunt.— Wil- 
ham  T.  Bromley ;  died,  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, March  14,  1769.- -Thomas  G. 
Skip  with. 

Coventry.  Andrew  Archer;  succeeded 
his  father  as  lord  Archer ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  November  22, 1708.- -Sir  Rich. 
Glynn  ;  a  banker  in  London,  and  alder- 
man of  London,  lord  maj'or  in  1759 ; 
died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  January  19, 
177S.-"Walter  Waring. — Henry  S. 
Conway. 

Wara?ick.  George  lord  GreviUe;  eldest 
s4)o  to  the  earl  of  Warwick  ;  made  a 
commissioner  of  trade  and  plantations ; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  April  12,  1770,  be 
was  re-elected ;  succeeded  his  father  as 
earl  of  Warwick ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
July  8,  1773.— Charles  F.  Greville; 
next  brother  to  the  earl  of  Warwick.— 
Henry  Archer ;  died,  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, May  13, 1768.— Paul  Methuen. 

Westuoreland.  John  Robinson;  appointed 
one  of  the  secretaries  to  the  treasury, 
February  6, 1770.— Thomas  Fenwick. 

Appleby.  Charles  Jenkinson ;  made 
steward  of  the  three  Chillern  Hundreds 
in  the  county  of  Buckingham ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  December  18,  1772,  he 
was  chosen  for  Harwich.-— Fletcher 
Norton ;  third  son  of  the  Speaker ;  a 
barrister  at  law.— Philip  Honywood. 

Wiltshire.  Thomas  Goddard ;  died,  and  the 
Speaker  issued  his  warrant  to  the  clerk 
of  the  crown  for  a  new  writ, 
1770.— Charles  Penruddock.— Edward 
Popbam ;  djed,  and  the  Speaker  issued 
bis  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  for 
a  new  writ, '  1772.— Ambrose  God- 
dard. 

Ke»  SartaiL  Edward  Bouverie;  made 
steward  of  the  manor  of  East  Hendred 
in  the  county  of  Berks ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dsred»   May  8, .  1771.-' J.    Pleydell, 
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Tisooant  Folkstone;  eldest  son  of  ihe 
earl  of  Radnor.— Stephen  Fox  ;  eldest 
•on  of  lord  Holland  ;  succeeded  his 
father  as  lord  Holland,  July  If  1774, 
but  no  new  writ  issued.— Henry  Daw- 
kins  ;  Nofember  10, 1768,  Mr.  Dawkins 
bafing  informed  the  House,  tliat  he  did 
not  mean  to  contest  the  double  return, 
the  clerk  of  the  crown  was  ordered  to 
erase  his  name  out  of  the  return,  which 
he  did  accordingly. 

WiUon.  Henry  Herbert;  made  steward 
of  the  manor  of  East  Hendred  in  the 
coupty  of  Berks ;  ^s  new  writ  ordered, 
1779 ;  be  stood  candidate  for  th« 
county  of  Wilts,  but  not  being  leturoed 
for  it,  be  was  again' re»elected.— Nicho- 
las Herbert. 

Dozonton,  Thomas  Duncombe.— Richard 
CroAes ;  mide  steward  of  the  thre* 
Chiltern  Hundreds  in  the  county  of 
Buckingham  ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Ja- 
nuary 31,  1771,  he  was  chosen  for 
Cambridge  University.— James  Hayes  | 
a  Welsh  judge. 

Hindon,  J .  St.  Leger  Douglas.- William 
Hussey. 

Heyietbury,  Charles  F.  Scudamore ;  de- 
puty ranger  of  Whittiebury  forest,  and 
cursitor  m  the  court  of  Chancery  ii 
Ireland.  *- W .  A'Court  Ashe. 

Wettbury.  William  Blackstone;  one  of 
the  king's  counsel  at  law,  and  solicitor - 
generalto  the  queen ;  made  a  judge  in 
the  court  of  King's-bench  ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  February  15,  1770.— Charles 
Dillon ;  eldest  son  of  viscount  Dillon.— 
Peregrine  Bertie. 

Calne,  John  Dunning;  solicitor-genera! 
to  bis  msjesty  ;  mue  recorder  of  tho 
city  of  Bristol.— Thomas  Fitzmaurice. 

Devisei.    James  jSuttoo.— Charles  Garth, 

Chippenham.  Sir  Edward  Bayn.  Rolt— 
Sir  Thomas  Fludyer ;  died,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  March  20, 1769.— Henry  Daw- 
kins. 

Malmeibury.  Arthur  earl  of  Donegal ; 
of  Ireland.— Thomas  Howard ;  uncle 
to  the  earl  of  Suffolk ;  a  counsellor  at 
law. 

Cricklade.  George  Damer;  second  son 
of  lord  Milton.- -Sir  Robert  Fletcher;  a 
lieutenant-colonel  in  the  service  of  the 
East  India  company. 

Great  Bedwin.  James  Brudenell ;  next 
brother  to  the  duke  of  Montagu ;  master 
of  the  robes  to  his  majesty ;  made  stew- 
ard of  the  three  Chiltern  Hundreds  in 
the  county  of  Buckingham  ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  Noveml^  8,  1768,  he 
was  chosen  for  Marlborough.- -William 
Northey;  a  groom  of  his  majesty's 
bedchamber;  made  a  commissioner  of 
trade  and  plantations  j .  a  now  writ  ar- 
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dcred,  April  13,  1770,  he  was  re- 
elected ;  died|  a  new  writ  ordered,  I>e- 
oember  32, 1770.— Benjamin  Hopkins. 
—Robert  Bradeoell ;  second  brother  to 
the  duke  of  Montagu ;  f  ice-cbamber- 
lain  to  the  queen ;  colonel  of  a  regiment 
of  foot,  and  lieutenant-governor  of 
Windsor  forest ;  made  hU  election  for 
Marlborough  ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  May 
13, 1768^-William  Burke. 

Lugger$halL  Penystnne  Lamb;  eldest 
son  of  sir  Matthew  Liamb,  baronet,  to 
whose  title  he  succeeded  in  1768 ; 
<n%ated  baron  Melbourne  in  Ireland  in 
1770.— John  lord  Garlics ;  eldest  son  of 
the  eari  of  Galloway ;  made  one  of  the 
lords  of  police  in  Scotland ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  Mav  81,  176H,  he  was  re- 
elected ;  made  a  commissioner  of  trade 
and  plantations ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
November  36,  1772,  be  was  re-elected  ; 
succeeded  his  father  as  earl  of  Gallo- 
way ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  January 
1774.'-Whit8hed  Keene;  brother-in- 
law  to  the  earl  of  Dartmouth  ;  a  com- 
missioner of  trade  and  plantations,  and 
secretary  to  the  lord  chamberlain  of  his 
inaiesty  ^B  household ;  in  this  parliament 
before  for  Wareham. 

Old  Sarum,  W.  G.  Hamilton  ;  chsncel- 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland.— John 
Craufurd;  chamberlain  of  the  county 
of  Fife. 

Wottom  Bauet.  Thomas  E.  Creswell.— 
Henry  St.  John. 

Marlborough,  Sir  James  T.  Lung.-  -Ro- 
bert Brudenell ;  made  colonel  of  a  re- 
giment of  foot ;  vice-charoberlaio  to  the 
queen,  and  lieutenant-governor  of  Wind- 
sor Castle;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered, 
November  11, 1768.— James  Brudenell ; 
next  brother  to  the  duke  of  Montagu  ; 
master  of  the  robes  to  the  king. 

WoECESTERSHiRB.  Johu  Ward  ;  succeeded 
his  father  as  viscount  Dudley  and  Ward ; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  April  1771.— Ed- 
ward Foley  ;  second  son  of  Thomas 
Foley,  esq.  member  for  the  county  of 
Hereford,  who,  on  the  30th  of  May 
1776,  was  created  baron  Foley  of  Kid- 
derminster in  the  county  of  Worcester. 
— W.  Dowdeswell;  made  chancellor 
and  under  treasurer  of  the  Exchequer ; 
m  new  writ  ordered,  December  17, 1765, 
he  was  re-elected. 

Worcester,  John  Walsh. *-Henry  Crabb 
BoultoQ  ;  died,  and  the  Speaker  issued 
his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown 
for  a  new  writ,  1773.— Thomas 

Bates  Rous ;  not  duly  elected,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  February  8,  1774.— Ni- 
cholas Lech  mere. 

Droitwich,  Robert  Harley;  died,  and 
the  Speaker  issued  his  warrant  for  a 
new  writ,  1774.— Aodreir  Foley ; 


third  son  of  Thomas  Foley,  esq.;  i 
banker  in  London.— Thomas  Foley; 
made  his  election  for  the  county  of 
Hereford ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Msy  17, 
1768.— Ell  ward  Foley  ;  second  sod  of 
Thoiiias  Foley,  esq.  member  for  Bere- 
ford  county,  who  on  the  20th  of  Nay 
1776,  was  created  baron  Foley  of  Kia- 
derniinstc'r  in  the  county  of  Worcester. 
—Rowland  Berkeley. 

Etaham.  George  Duraot.  -  -John  Rii8ii« 
out. 

Bewdley.  Thomas  Lyttelton ;  only  m 
of  lord  Lyttelton,  not  duly  elected.- 
Sir  Edward  Winnington  ;  duly  elected, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned. 

YoRXSBiRS.      Edwin  Lasoelles.— Sir  George 
Savile. 

York,  Lord  John  Cavendish ;  nnde  to 
the  duke  of  Devonshire.— Charles  Ti»> 
ner. 

Kingston-upon-Hull.  Lord  Robert  Miii< 
ners  ;  made  a  general  in  the  army  ia 
April  1772.-William  Weddell. 

Knareshorough.  R.  B.  Walsingbsn.-* 
Sir  Anthony  T.  Abdy. 

Scarborough.  F.  W.  Osbaldestoo ;  died, 
and  the  Speaker  issued  his  warraot  t» 
the  clerk  of  the  crown  for  a  new  writ, 
Junes,  1770.-  Sir  J.  Penyroan.-Ralph 
Bell ;  Ralph  Bell,  esq.  baring  inforoKd 
the  House  that  he  did  not  mean  to  con- 
test  the  double  return,  the  clerk  of  tbe 
crown  was  ordered  to  attend  with  tbe 
writ,  and  erase  Mr.  Bell's  name  out  of 
the  return.— George  Manners;  iitA) 
and  the  Speaker  issued  his  wansotto 
the  clerk  of  the  crown  for  a  new  writ, 
1772.-George  eari  of  Tyreoa- 
Del;  of  Jrelaod. 

Rippon.  William  Aislabie.-Charles  Ai- 
lanson. 

Richmond,  Sir  Lawr.  Dundas ;  madehtf 
election  for  the  city  of  Cdiabui^b ;  • 
new  writ  ordered,  November  10,  1768. 
—William  Norton  ;  eldest  son  of  sir 
Fletcher  Norton,  minister  to  the  §»»» 
Cantons.- Alesr.  Wedderbum  ;  s  couo- 
sellor  at  law  ;  roAde  steward  of  toe 
manor  of  East  Hendred  in  the  conaty 
of  Berks ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  May  9» 
1769,  he  was  chosen  afterwards  W 
Bishop's  CasUe.- Charles  Crowle. 

Heydon.  Sir  Charlea  Saunders.-Beilbr 
't'hompson. 

Borough- Bridge,  James  West,  leD-; 
bieh  steward  of  St.  Albans,  and  recover 
of  Poole  ;  died,  and  the  Speaker  vst^ 
his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crtjf" 
for  a  new  wrif,  177«.-Hf»ry  tUB| 
ton  ;  cousin  to  tbe  duke  ot  NewcaJ^i 
colonel  of  a  regiment  of  foot;  •°^' 
genera)|  aod^  groom  of  the  bedcbaB"'* 
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to  th«  duke  of  CUoacester.-^Nalluuiiel 
Cbolmlcy. 

Malton.  John  viffonni  Dowae ;  of  Ire- 
land.—StTilo  Fincb. 

TIUnk$.  Sir  Tboam  Fraokliuid ;  Tice- 
winirtl  of  the  red.— Williun  Fraaklaud. 

Aidhor0u^,  Aubrey  Beauclerk ;  only 
SOQ  of  lord  Vere.— Andrew  Witkinsoo ; 
made  eteward  of  the  manor  of  East 
Headred  id  the  cnanty  of  Berks;  a 
new  writ  ordered,  May  tl,  1772.—- 
Henry  earl  of  Lincoln ;  eldest  son  of  the 
JwkeofNoweaaHo. 

^gwrUy,  Hagh  Bethell;  died,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  May  14,  ITTt.-Sir  Grif- 
ith  Bojrnton. — Charles  Anderaon  ; 
ehaoged  hia  name  to  PeHiam  this  par- 
^rliament. 

Northallerton.  Edward  Lsscelles;  ooo- 
aia  of  Edwin  and  Daniel  LtaoeHea;  a 
lientenant-aolonel  of  dragoons.— Daniel 
lABcalles. 

Poutefract*  Williaoi  Tisoannt  €}alway. 
Sir  Rowland  Winn ;  not  duly  elected, 
a  new  writ  ordered,  November  94, 1768. 
—William  Tiscoant  Oalway ;  died,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  December  1,  1773.— 
Henry  viscoant  Gatway ;  eldest  son  of 
the  <(eceased  roeD4>er;  died  1774.—- 
Robert  Monckton ;  uncle  to  Tisconnt 
Galway ;  colonel  of  a  reffinaant  of  foot  s 
gavarnor  of  PorlfnioalA;  lianHenantr 
govonior  of  Nora  Scotia,  and  a  lieate^ 
naot-generaL- Henry  8tR»cbej. 
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CINOUE  PORTS. 

HoMiingi.  Samnel  Martin ;  inaaanrer  to 
the  princess  dowager  of  Wales.— Wil*- 
tiam  Asbbarnbam. 

JUaoer,  Sir  J.  Yorke.— George  Ttsoonni 
Yinfera ;  only  son  of  the  earl  of  Jersey ; 
vice-chamberlain  of  his  majesty's  house- 
hold ;  succeeded  as  earl  of  jersey ;  a 
Bcw  writ  ordered,  January  10, 1770.-* 
Sbr  Tkainaa  P.  Haifa;  died,  a  new 
writ  ordered*  March  93,  1773.— Tho^ 
maa  Barrett. 

gmadmick.  PhUip  Stephana;  ffcretary 
to  the  admiralty,  and  to  the  charity  for 
the  beae€t  of  sea-offii^ra  widows.— 
flenry  viseouat  Cooyngbaati, . 

Efytke.  Willnm  fivelya ;  sow  of  William 
Ghinville,  esq.  the  late  member.— -John 
Sawbridge ;  ohosen  an^  alderman  of  the 
city  of  London  in  1769. 

Hem  Romney.  Sir  Edward  Deering; 
■nde  steward  of  the  three  Chtltern 
Hundreds  in  the  county  of  Bucking- 
kam;  a  new  writ  ordered,  February  S7, 
If  fO.— John  Moretoa;  chief  justice  of 
Chester ;  io  the  farmer  part  of  this 
parliament  for   Abingdon.— ^-Richard 


WincheUea,  Thomas  O.  Hunter;  died, 
a  new  writ  ordered,  January  iO,  1770. 
—Arnold  Nesbitt.-*  Percy,  earl  of  Tbo* 
onaad ;  died,  and  the  Speaker  isaaed  Ida 
warrant  to  the  dark  of  the  erawn  for  a 
new  writ,  1774.-William  Ked- 

ham. 

Seafatd,  W.  Hall,  fiaoount  Gage.-«> 
George  Medley. 

WALES. 

Anolbset.  Owen  Merrick ;  died,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  March  13, 1770.-Sir  Nkhalaa 
Bayly. 

Beaumarii.  •  Sir  Hugh  Williams ;  a  lien* 
tenant-K^olonel  in  the  army,  and  step- 
father to  viscount  Bolkeley. 

BiutcoNSBiRB.  HiooDM  Morgan ;  died,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  April  20,  1769.— Chariea 
Morgan;  second  son  of  the  deoaaaed 
member;  in  this  partiarocikt  balbia  fot 
the  town  of  Brecon. 

Brecon.  Charles  Morgan.— John  Morgan, 
aecond  son  of  Thomas  Morgan,  eaq. 
member  for  the  county ;  made  stewaia 
of  the  aaanar  of  Beat  Hendred  in  the 
county  of  Berks ;  a  new  writ  orderad, 
January  SI,  1773,  he  was  elected  fbr 
the  aouty  of  Mqnmnnik.y»«.Chariaa 
Tao. 


Rye.    Jfihtt  Noma»««Boia  Fuller* 
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Oab»manshibb.  WihaoC,  fisoaunt  Lisbuma* 
of  Ireland ;  lord  lieutenant  and  cnatoa 
latulomna  of  thia  eountv ;  made  a 
cammtrntaner  of  trade  and  pUntationa; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  Deoember  SI, 
1768,  ha  waa  re-elected  ;  UMde  a  com- 
misaioner  of  the  admiralty;  a  new  writ, 
ordered,  February  SI,  1770,  he  was  re- 
elected. 

Cardigan,  Pryce  Cavpbell;  made  a 
commissioner  of  the  treasury ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  Norember  19,  1766 ; 
died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  December  19» 
1760.— Ralpli  Cottgreve. 

CAIVABTHfiMSHiRB.  Gcorgo  Rice ;  made  tret* 
sor«r  of  the  chamber,  and  a  priry  coun- 
sellor ;  a  new  writ  orderedi  April  IS, 
1770,  he  waa  re-elected. 

Carmarthen.    Griffith  Phillips. 

Cabmartonshirs.    Thoaoaa  Wynn. 

CamarTOtt.  Glynn  Wynn;  aaoond  son 
of  sir  John  nynn,  hart. ;  haa  a  com- 
pany in  the  foot  guards. 

DBNMOHSRtRB.     Sir  Lynch  SaJulbofy  Cotton. 
Dentigh.    Richard  Myddeltan. 

FuKTSHias.    Sir  Roger  Mostyn. 
Flint.    Sir  John  Glynne. 

Olamoroanshiri.  George  Venablea  TamoB  ; 
eldest  son  of  lord  Vernon. 

Cardiff,    Herbert  Mackworth. 
MsgioiiBmiuw*    John  V^  PijBB ;  died,  a 
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new  writ  ordered,  Jannary  1774.— Ef  aD 
Lloyd.  Vaugban. 

MoNTOOMERTSHiaB.  EdWard  KyoastdD ;  died, 
a  new  writ  ordered,  Mat  25,  1773.** 
Watkio  Williams. 

Montgomery,  Richard  Ciive ;  died,  and 
the  Speaker  isaued  bis  warrant  to  the 
clerk  of  the  crown  for  a  new  writ,  Jane 
1771.— Thomas  CoroewatI;  a  captain 
in  the  nary. 

PsMBBOKESHiBB.  Sir  Ricbsrd  Phillips;  not 
duly  elected,  a  new  writ  ordered,  March 
6,  1770.— Hugh  Owen;  eldest  son  of 
sir  William  Owen,  hart, 

Pembroke.    Sir  William  Owen. 

Haverford  Weit.  William  Edwardes; 
created  lord  Kensington  of  Ireland, 
July  S,  1776. 

Raonobshirb.    Chase  Price. 

Radnor >  John  Lewis ;  not  dniy  elected. 
—Edward  Lewis;  duly  electa!,  and 
ought  to  hare  been  returned. 

SCOTLAND. 

Shires  or 

Aberdeen.    Alexander  Garden. 

Ayr,    David  Kennedy ;  only  brother  to 


the  earl  of  Cassilis ;   succedeed  as  earl 
-    of  Cassilis  in  November  1773. 

'Argyje.  Robert  Campbell;  made  re* 
ceiver-geoeral  and  cashier  of  the  cus- 
toms in  Scotland  ;  a  new  writ  orderedi 
January  SI,  1772.-— Adam  Living- 
stone. 

Banff,    James  earl  Fife. 

Berwick.    James  Priogle. 

Bute  and  Caitkneu,  Kenneth,  viscount 
Fortrose ;  of  Ireland ;  in  1771,  he  was 
crekted  earl  of  Seaforth  in  Ireland. 

Kinrou  and  Clackmannan.  Robert  Adam ; 
architect  to  the  board  of  works,  and 
clerk  of  the  works  to  Chelsea  hospital. 

Cromartie  and  Nairn,  William  PuU 
teney ;  second  son  of  sir  James  John- 
stone, hart. 

Dumfries,  Archibald  Douglas;  made  a 
lieutenant-general . 

Dtin^irtofi.       Archibald    Edmonstone ; 
created   a  baronet  of   Great  Britain, 
.May,  3, 1774. 

Edinburgh.    Sir  Alexander  Gilmour. 

E%in.  Francis  Grant ;  brother  to  sir 
Ludovick  Grant ;  colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment of  foot ;  made  a  major-general  in 
1770.  . 

Fife.  John  Scot ;  colonel  of  a  regiment 
of  foot. 

Joffar.  William  eari  Panmure ;  in  1770 
made  a  general,  and  colonel  of  the  Sd 
or  xoyal  regim«Dt  of  Soota  Greyt. 


Lixlk  of  the  House  of  Commons.  [4Sg 

Haddington.    Sir  George  Sattie. 

Invemeu.  Simon  Fraser ;  made  a  ma. 
jor-general  in  1770. 

Kincardine,  Robert  Rickart  Hepbnro ;  i 
Itentenanl-colonel  of  dragoons. 

Kirkcudbright,    John  Ross  Mackye. 

Lanark.    Daniel  Campbell. 

Linlithgow.  John  Hope;  eldest  boo  of 
the  late  member  ;  not  daly  elected.- 
Jamea  Dundaa  ;  duly  elected,  and 
ought  to  have  been  returned. 

Orkney,  Thomas  Dundas ;  brotbertoar 
Laurence  Dundas,  baronet;  made  i 
gentleman  of  the  police  in  ScotUad ;  a 
new  writ  ordered,  December  91, 1770. 
—Thomas  Dundas,  jun. ;  son  of  thelile 
member ;  a  captain  in  the  army ;  made 
a  major  in  the  army. 

Peebles.  James  Montgomery ;  lord  ul* 
vocate  for  Scotland. 

'  Perth.  David  Gneme;  made  s  lientN 
nant-general  in  1772 ;  made  steward  of! 
the  three  Chiltern  Hundreds  is  the 
county  of  Buckingham  ;  a  new  wrii 
ordered.  Hay  a*  1773.— James  Marraj; 
brother  to  the  duke  of  Athole ;  bss  i 
company  in  the  guards,  and  goveniot 
of  IJpnor  Castle ;  made  colonel  of  a  (^ 
giment  in  1776. 

Renfrew.    William  M'Dowall. 

Rou.    James  Stuart  Mackenzie. 

Roxburgh.  Sir  Gilbert  Ellrat;  mdc 
treasurer  of  the  navy;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, March  8,  1770,  he  was  n-| 
elected. 

Selkirk.    John  Pringle. 

Stirling.  Thomas  Dundas;  only  too  if 
sir  Laurence  Dundas,  baronet. 

Sutherland.  James  Wemyss ;  third  m 
of  the  late  earl  of  Wemyss;  slieon- 
nant  in  the  navy. 

Wigton.    James  Murray. 
Edinburgh  City.    Sir  Lawrence  Dofldii. 


BUROHa  OF 

Kirkwaa,  SfC.  Alexander  Madcay ;  ^ 
to  lord  Reay ;  colonel  of  aregimeotof 
foot ;  made  a  major-geneial  in  ipra 
1770 ;  made  ateward  of  the  three  CbS- 
tern  Hundreds  in  the  coonty  of  Bua« 
ingham;  a  new  writ  ordered,  March  96i 
1773.— Jamea  Grant;  governor  of  £tft 
Florida,  and  lieatenant-coknel  of  tb* 
40th  regiment  of  foot 

Invermm^  SfC.     Hector  Monro;  Kent** 

nant-oolonel  in  the  mrmy. 
f/gtn,  4-c.    Sir  Andrew  Mitchell ;  died, 

a  new  writ  ordered,  Febnaiy  1771* 

—Thomas  Lockhart;  a  conosellor  •( 

law. 

Aberdeen^  Sfc.  Thomas  Lyon ;  onlyk^ 
ther  to  the  Ctrl  of  Stnthnore. 
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torfar^  ^e.  WillUm  Puiten^ ;  made 
m  electioD  for  the  couotj  of  Cromarty ; 
ml  new  writ  ordered,  March  S,  1769.-* 
George  Dempster. 

Crail^  Sfc,    Sir  Jobb  Anstrutber. 

EkrkMy^  ^e.  James  Townsbend  Oa- 
wald ;  only  son  of  the  late  member ; 
made  secretary  for  the  Leeward  Jslanda ; 
anew  writ  ordered,  January  31,  1772, 
be  was  re-elected. 

LnerkeiUdng^  ifc,  JwaneB  Masterton  ; 
made  barn^-maater-general  in  Scot- 
land ;  a  new  writ  wdered,  May  9, 1769, 
he  was  re-elected.  ^ 

GloMgow^  4-e.  Lord  Frederick  Campbell ; 
made  lord  derk  resister  for  Scotland  ; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  Korember  10, 1768, 
be  was  re-elected. 

SelkirktSfc,  John  Lockbart  Rosb  ;  made 
his  election  for  the  county  of  Lanark ; 
m  new  writ  ordered,  Nofember  39, 1768. 
•-James  Dickson  ;  a  merchant  in  Lon- 
don ;  died,  and  the  Speaker  issued  his 
warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  to 
make  oat  a  new  writ,  NoTember  1771. 
Sir  James  Cockbume ;  a  director  of  the 
East  India  company." 

Haddington^  Sfc,  Patrick  Warrender; 
eldest  son  of  sir  John  Warrender,  hart. ; 
a  lieutenant-colonel  of  dragoons ;  made 
king's  remembrancer  in  the  court  of 
Xzcheqiier  in  Scotland;  a  new  writ 
erdered,  Janoarir  34,  1771,  be  was  re- 
elected.—John  Msitland  ;  eighth  bro- 
ther to  the  earl  of  Lauderdale ;  a  major 
of  marines;  he  hafing  informed  the 
House  that  he  did  not  mean  to  contest 
the  matter  of  the  double  return,  the 
clerk  of  the  crown  was  ordered  to  at- 
tend, and  erase  ont  his  name  from  the 
rctmm. 

DumfriUtSfC,    William  Douglas. 

Wigicn^  4r«.  George  Augustas  Selwyn ; 
made  his  election  for  the  city  of  Glou- 
cester ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  NoVember 
33,  1768. — Chauncy  Townseod  ;  a 
merchant  in  London ;  died,  a  new  writ 

ordered.   April  6,    1770 William 

Stewart. 

4yr,  4rc.  James  Stnart;  second  son  of 
tbeeari  of  Bute. 

SiZTBBN  Pbbes  or  8coii.Aim. 

Duke  of  Gordon. 

Argyle ;  died  in  1770;  (earl 

ot  Stair  in  his  room.) 
Athol, 
Earl  of  Morton,  died  in  1709 ;  (mar- 
qnia  of  Lothian  in  his 
stead.) 
Eglintoun ;  died  in  1709, 
(earl  of  Errol  in  his  ftcad.) 
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Earl  of  Strathmore, 

Abercom, 

Loudoun, 

Dunmore, 

March  and  Rugltn, 

Marcbmont, 

Roaeberry, 

Bute, 
Viscount  Stormont, 

Irwin, 
Lord       Cathcart 


Sir  John  Ctut  re-chosen  Speaker.^  The 
Commons  being  returned  to  tlieir  House,* 

Lord  Charles  Spencer,  next  brother^  to 
the  duke  of  Marlborough,  addressing  him- 
self to  the  Clerk  (who,  standing  op,  point- 
ed to  him,  and  then  sat  down),  spake  to 
the  effect  following : 
Mr.  Tyrwhitt, 

It  is  our  present  business  to  proceed  to 
the  election  of  a  proper  person  to  preside  as* 
Speajcer ;  a  business  of  no  small  impor- 
tance ;  for  on  this  choice  depend  the  re- 
gularity and  dignity  of  our  proceedings  in 
the  course  of  this  parliament. 

If  ability,  integrity,  impartiality,  a  firm 
attachment  to  our  happy  constitution,  a 
zeal  for  the  rights  and  privileges,  joined 
to  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  rules  and 
orders  of  this  House,  are  qualifications  re- 
quisite for  a  Speaker,  in  whom  shall  we 
more  surely  fina  them,  than  in  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  who,  during  the  last  par- 
liament, filled  that  Chair  with  so  much 
honour  to  himself,  and  so  much  satisfac- 
tion to  the  House?  Those  who  were 
member^  of  that  parliament,  must  feel  that 
what  I  say  falls  short  of  his  real  desertt ; 
those  who  were  not,  and  consequently  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  being  so  immedi- 
ately acquainted  with  his  merit,  will  very 
soon  be  sensible  that  my  commendations 
are  poor  and  insufficient,  though  built 
upon  the  truest  ground. 

It  would  shew  great  want  of  respect  to 
the  House,  in  me,  who  possess  so  little  the 
tident  of  speaking,  were  I  to  detain  them 
long  upon  a  subject,  in  which  I  am  per- 
suaded the  wishes  of  every  body  go  hand 
in  hand  with  mine;  and  therefore  each 
pel  son  can  form  to  himself  better  reasons 
for  agreeing  with  me,  than  I  am  capable 
of  OTOring. 

This  unanimous  consent  which  I  felt 
myself  sure  to  meet,  is  whaiftas  given  me 
courage  to  take  upon  myself  to  make  this 
njotion,  unaccustomed  as  I  am  to  speak  in 
public,  conscious  as  I  am  of  my  inability 


T— »■ 
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either  to  afford  the  least  entertainment,  or 
convey  the  smallest  instruction. 

I  will  trouble  the  House  no  farther, 
than  to  beg  of  them  to  join  with  me  in 
intreating  that  right  hon.  gentleman  .again 
to  take  upon  him  this  laborious  task.  I 
do  therefore  move,  That  the  right  hon.  sir 
John  Cust  be  desured  to  take  the  Chair  as 
Speaker. 

Then  the  right  hon.  Henry  lord  viscount 
Paknerstonf  addressing  himself  likewise  to 
the  Clerk  (who,  standing  up,  pointed  to 
him,  and  then  sat  down),  spake  to  the 
Hollowing  effect : 

Mr.  Tyrwhitt, 

I  rise  to  second  the  noble  lord's 
motion,  rather  in  compliance  with  the 
forms  of  the  House,  ana  from  a  desire  to 
shew  my  hearty  approbation  of  the  propo- 
sition he  has  made,  than  because  it  seems 
to  require  any  fiirther  arguments  to  sup* 
port  it.  Among  the  various  objects  which 
employ  the  attention  of  a  new  parliament, 
the  choice  of  a  proper  person  to  fill  the 
high  office  of  Speaker  must  ever  be  of 
sreat  importance,  since  it  must  in  some 
degree  operate  upon  every  matter  that 
can  come  under  our  consideration ;  and  it 
becomes  still  more  important,  in  propor- 
tion as  the  situation  of  our  afiairs  becomes 
more  nice  and  full  of  difficulty.  Few  par- 
liaments have  ev^r  met  at  a  more  in- 
teresting crisis  than  the  present ;  nor  can 
the  annals  of  our  history  furnish  many 
periods  of  time  that  have  called  so  loudly 
for  the  utmost  exertion  of  parliamentary 
wisdom,  or  afforded  so  ample  a  field  for  its 
deliberations.  Happily  we  now  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  peace ;  and  it  imports  us  to 
remember,  that  the  hour  of  tranqofllity  is 
the  hour  of  resource :  the  fiite  of  this 
country,  for  ages,  may,  perhaps,  depend 
on  the  counsels  of  the  present  parliament; 
surely  then  we  cannot  be  too  cautious 
whom  we  appoint  to  preside  over  them. 
In  vain  shall  we  expect  that  our  proceed- 
hi^  should  be  attended  with  tneir  due 
wei^t  and  efficacy,  if  he  who  fills  our 
Chair  possesses  not  that  worth  and  those 
talents  which  give  dignity  to  power,  and 
make  authority  respectable. 

Within  these  walls  many  gentlemen 
might  doubt^ss  be  found,  whom  we  might 
deem  worthy  of  so  important  a  trust,  and 
whose  conduct  we  might  reasonably  hope 
WDuld  justify  our  opinion ;  but  1  congra- 
tulate tihe  House  that  we  have  something 
atronger  than  opinion  on  which  to  ground 
.  #ur  confidence,  we  have  experience,  the 


experience  of  the  last  parliament,  and  the 
certain  assurazice  which  that,  and  only 
that,  can  give. 

I  will  not  so  much  offend  the  delicacy 
of  the  right  hon.  member  who  has  btdy 
prasided  here,  or  do  so  much  iajustke  to 
nis  character,  as  to  attempt  to  describe  it; 
his  best  advocates  are  hn  actHms;  lap- 
peal  to  diem;  and  they  win  speak  fbrbim 
m  such  a  stram,  as  must  drown  the  feeble 
▼dee  of  panegyric.  I  feel  it  mora  tiecom- 
ing  me  to  leave  to  gentlemen's  own  re- 
cdlection,  the  wisdom,  the  knowledge,  the 
integrity,  the  impartiality,  the  zeal,  the 
assidoity,  with  which  the  right  hoo.  gen* 
tleman  has  already  executed  hb  high  of- 
fice ;  and  to  content  myself  with  payiog 
to  his  merits  the  most  honourable  tribute 
which  it  is  in  mv  power  to  offer,  by  se- 
conding my  noble  friend's  motion,  that 
the  rigint  hon.  sir  John  Cust  do  take  the 
Chair  of  this  House,  as  Speaker. 

The  House  calling  sir  John  Cust  to  the 
Chair,  he  stood  up  in  his  place,  and  said, 

«  Mr.  Tyrwhitt, 

'*  It  is  a  natural,  and  I  will  add  a  com- 
mendable, ambition  in  every  one,  to  wish 
for  the  approbation  of  his  country. 

**  This  ambition  in  me,  cannot  be  more 
amply  gratified,  than  by  the  favimrable 
sentiments  which  the  two  noble  lords  have 
expressed  of  my  past  conduct,  and  by  the 
kind  manner  in  which  their  partiality  to 
me  has  induced  them  to  recommend  me 
to  the  House,  for  the  very  important,  bat 
very  arduous  charge,  of  again  filling  that 
Chair. 

*<  I  am  truly  sensible  of  my  oblations 
to  the  noble  lords,  and  shall  ever  set  the 
highest  value  upon  their  good  opinioo; 
but  I  must  entreat  them,  as  well  n  the 
House,  to  reflect,  thai  abilities,  far  supe- 
rior to  any  which  I  can  boast,  are  requi- 
site for  that  high  station. 

"  The  experience  which  I  may  be  sup- 
posed to  have  gained  in  a  former  parlia- 
ment, has  indeed  taught  me  what  are  the 
necessary  qualifications;  but  it  has,  it  the 
same  time,  convinced  me  how  few  of  them 
I  possess. 

**  Notwithstanding  my  most  diligent  en- 
deavours to  discharge  my  duty,  and  to 
answer,  in  the  smallest  dfegree,  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  last  House  of  Commoos, 
when  tihey  did  nse  the  nniDerilad  honour 
of  calling  nse  unantmously  to  that  Chair, 
the  difficulties  would  have  been  too  grett 
for  me  to  hx^  surmounted,  without  w 
ikvour  and  indulgcuace  of  that 
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[onse ;  i>f  which,  tti  no  one  erer  Hood  in 
^eiter  need,  so  no  one  ererhtd  a  greater 
lare,  and  which  I  nhall  ever  reniember 
Hh  the  greatest  gratitude.  It  would  he 
I  unreasonabte  in  me  ta  ask,  as  for  this 
base  to  grant,  the  same:  and  therefore^ 
nt  their  jprooeedings  may  reoefite  no 
etriment  from  my  defects ;  that  their 
eight,  their  authority,  and  the  reverence 
Inch  is  due  to  them,  may  be  preserved ; 
liope  they  will  pennit  me  to  enjojr  the 
Bttnction,  as  a  private  member,  or  see- 
ig  my  past  conduct  thus  approved ;  and 
laty  anaong  so  many  eentlemen  cyf  ereater 
lowledge  and  experience,  they  will  turn 
wir  ttoughts  upon  one  every  way 
vrthter  of  their  choice  tiian  mysefil'* 

The  House  again  calling  sir  John  Cust 
I  the  Chair,  he  was  taken  out  of  his  place 

I  lord  Charles  Spencer  and  lord  viscount 
merston,  who  led  him  from  thence  to 
ke  Cbair ;  where,  upon  the  first  step,  he 
ud, 

**  I  must  beg  leave  to  remind  gentle- 
Mn,  that  they  have  vet  an  opportunity 
s  ne-consider  a  resolution,  which  I  am 
hid  they  have  too  hastily  taken,  and  to 
ecall  me  to  do  my  duty  as  a  private  mem  • 

But  the  Members  cried,  <  No,  No/ 
Whereupon  sir  John  Ciut  ascended  the 

K'  step  of  the  Chair ;  and  standing 
,  said, 
^  It  would  iH-become  me  to  dispute  any 
Ssger  the  commands  of  this  House,  to 
ri£h  I  shsdl  at  all  times  pay  an  implicit 
ibedience.  I  caanot  sufficiently  express 
By  acknowledgments  for  their  favourable 
Kceptance  of  my  past  endeavours  to  do 
av  duty  in  this  place;  but  I  hope  they 
m\  permit  me  to  fay  my  imperfections  be- 
bre  his  Majesty  to-morrow.** 

And  thereupon  he  sat  down  in  the 
Siair ;  and  then  the  mace,  whidi  before 
My  under  the  table,  was  had  upon  the 

Thea  the  right  hon*  John  ShMey  said, 

Mr.  Speaker ;  the  deference  and  duti- 
U  respect  I  wish  always  to  pay  to  the 
pmceedings  of  this  House,  will  not  pennit 
ne  to  be  satisfied  with  only  making  the 
Baal  motion  for  adjournment,  after  the 
iecdon  of  a  Speaker:  I  cannot  therefore^ 
leny  myself  the  pleasure  of  testifying  the 

S:h  satisfaction  i  feel  on  seemg  you  again 
led  upon  to  that  important  trust ;  as  I 
nu  happy  of  this  opportunity  of  shewing 
mn  penooal  regard  and  attention. 


I  mmift  b«g  leave  to  congratulate  the 
whcte  House  on  this  occasion ;  the  elder 
part,  who  would  always  be  ready  to  lend 
you  assistance  and  support  in  arduous  and 
difBcok  points,  on  the  ease  they  will  find 
in  your  being  able,  in  so  masterly  a  man- 
ner, to  clear  up  and  elucidate  any  thing 
that  might  appear  doubtful ;  the  younger, 
and  those  gentlemen  who  have  never  sat 
in  parliament  before,  on  the  favour  and 
indulgence  they  will  be  sure  to  meet  with 
from  you. 

The  fortune.  Sir,  you  not  only  have  in 
possession,  but  still  so  great  in  reversion, 
IS  an  additional  circumstance  that  must 
add  weight  and  dignity  to  the  Chair  yoii 
now  fill,  as  well  as  be  a  security  to  the 
public  of  your  being  above  the  temptation 
of  little  worldly  allurements:  as  to  your 
integrity,  it  would  be  presumption  to  men* 
tion  it ;  as  your  actioi^s,  in  the  course  of 
the  last  paniament,  gave  die  strongest  de- 
monstrations of  it ;  so  that  a  repetition  of 
them,  if  spoke  with  truth,  must  look  like 
flattery. 

I  will  now,  Sir,  detain  you  and  the 
House  no  longer,  than  to  move  toadioum; 
and  therefore  I  move  you,  that  this  House 
do  adjourn  till  to-morrow  morning,  eleven 
of  the. dock. 

The  Speaker's  Speech  on  beingpresented 
and  approved  ofi']  May  11.  ine  Lords 
Commissioners  sent  lor  the  Commons, 
who  being  come, 

The  Speaier-Elea  said, 

•*  Bfy  Lords, 

<'  His  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loysl 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
in  parliament  assembled,  have,  in  pursu- 
ance of  his  royal  directions,  and  accord- 
ing to  their  undoubted  rights,  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  one  of  their  members  to 
be  their  Speaker,  among  so  many  of  them 
better  qualified  for  this  high  and  impor- 
tant trust,  their  choice  has  again  fiulen 
upon  me. 

**  His  Msjesty  must,  I  am  afraid,  have 
ol)8erved  so  many  imperfections  in  my 
conduct  during  the  last  parliament,  that  I 
need  urge  no  other  reasons  to  induce  fan 
Majesty  to  give  his  feithful  Commons  an 
opportunity  of  presenting  one  worthier  of 
then*  choice,  and  his  Majesty^  royal  i^ 
probation.'* 

Tben  the  Lard  ChmicMar 


**  Sir  John  Cust ; 
**  Your  cenduct,  during  the  last  par- 
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liament,  m  that  important  trust  ta  which 
Tou  are  now  again  called,  hath  given 
kia  Majesty  the  fullest  and  most  con- 
vincing ^proof  of  your  great  knowledge, 
wisdom  and  suffiaeocy:  and  his  Majesty 
hath  commanded  us  to  let  you  know,  thai 
he  entirely  approves  the  choice  which  his 
Commons  have  made ;  and  we  do,  by  vir- 
tue of  his  Majesty's  commission,  and  in 
his  name,  allow  and  confirm  you  to  be 
their  Speaker.'* 

Then  Mr.  Speaker  said : 

<<  My  lords;  itismy  duty  to  resijap  my- 
self, as  I  do,  to  his  Majesty's  determination, 
and  to  beseech  his  Majes^'s  acceptance  of 
my  most  humble  and  dutuul  acknowledge- 
ments for  this  fresh  mark  of  his  grace  and  fiu 
vour.  I  have  had  such  ample  experience  of 
his  Majesty's  ffoodne8s,that,  for  my  encou- 
ragement in  the  execution  of  this  great 
trust,  I  cannot  doubt  of  his  Majesty's 
making  all  just  allowances  for  my  failings, 
of  his  pardon  for  all  my  future  involuntary 
errors,  at  least  that  they  may  not  be  im- 
puted to  his  fiuthful  Commons.  That 
they  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  do  their 
duty  to  his  Majesty,  and  their  country,  I 
do,  in  their  name,  and  on  their  behalf,  by 
humble  petition  to  his  Majesty,  lay  claim 
to  all  their  ancient  rights  and  privileges, 
particularly  that  their  persons,  their  es- 
tates, and  servants,  may  be  free  from 
arrests  and  all  molestations;  that  they 
may  enjoy  liberty  of  speech  in  all  their 
debates ;  may  have  access  to  his  Majesty's 
royal  person  whenever  occasion  sludl  re- 
quire ;  and  that  all  their  proceedings  may 
receive  firom  his  Majes^  the  most  fiivour- 
able  construction." 

•    Then  the  Lard  Chancellor  said : 


Jbfftf  Addre$9  of  Thatikt.  [460 

your  modesty  hath  induced  you  to  aik, 
yet  his  M^esty  hath  commanded  us  to 
assure  you,  that  you  may  relj  upon  b» 
gracious  support  and  acceptsnce  inyow 
execution  (x  this  high  and  important 
charge,  and  that  he  wUI  put  the  most  (a. 
vourable  construction  upon  all  your  wordi 
and  actions." 


<'Mr.  Speaker; 

<<  We  have  it  .in  command  from  the 
Kmg,  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majesty 
is  fmly  persuaded  of  Uie  prudence  and 
temper  of  this  House  of  Common^  as 
well  as  of  their  duty  and  loyalty. 

<<  And  we  do,  by  virtue  of  his  Majesty's 
commission,  and  in  his  name,  declare  to 
you,  that  the  Kin^  grants  and  allows  to 
them  all  their  privileges  in  as  lull  and 
ample  manner,  as  they  have  at  any  time 
heretofore  been  granted  or  allowed  by 
his  Majesty,  or  any  of  his  royal  predeces- 
sors. 

<<  As  to  what  concerns  yourself.  Sir, 
though  his  Majesty  is  convinced  diat  a 
person  of  your  wisdom  and  discretion  can 
never  stand  in  need  of  that  pardon  which 


itary  proceeoiogs,  vua 
(ire  of  providing,  at  d 
el&re  and  security  of  Iv 
aakes  him  wish  to  ui 


The  hord^   ComnUssianers  Speech  oiJ 
cnening  SemonS]     After  which,  theLct^ 
{  Chancmor  made  the  following  Speech  to 
bdth  Houses; 

<*  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

**  In  pursuance  of  the  authority  girei 
us  by  his  Majesty's  commission,  under  tU 
great  seal,  amonest  other  things,  to  de- 
clare the  causes  of  your  present  meeting; 
we  are,  by  the  Kii^s  conunand,  to  u- 
quaint  you,  that  his  Majesty  has  not  called| 
you  together  at  this  unusiudsessonoftbd 
year,  in  order  to  lay  before  you  sny  mit^ 
tera  of  general  business,  but  merelr  ti 
give  you  an  opportunity  of  disp&tchni 
certain  parliamentary  proceedings,  vhia 
his  Majesty's  desire 
events,  for  the  welfiure 
good  subjects,  makes 
completed  as  soon  as  posuble,  and  vid 
that  dispatch  which  tne  public  conn 
nience,  as  well  as  your  own,  required 
His  Majesty,  at  the  same  time,  has  con 
manded  us  to  assure  you  of  his  perfecj 
confidence  in  this  parliament,  and  thatk 
has  the  strongest  reason  to  expect  eraj 
thing  from  their  advice  and  asnstancetld 
loyalty,  wisdom,  and  z€xl  for  the  publi 
good,  can  dictate  or  suggest." 

Joitd  Address  of  ThanisA  Then  i 
Commons  withdrew;  and  tne  foUovii 
Joint  Address,  moved  in  Uie  Lords  by  tl 
duke  of  Northumberland,  was  agreed  t 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Ca 
mens ;  by  whom  it  was  also  approved  ( 
<*  Most  Gracious  Sover^gn, 

**  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  a 
loyal  subjects,  we  JLords  spiritual  i 
temporal,  and  Commons,'  in  parliam 
assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  yoorA 
jesty  our  most  nearty  thanks  for  that  g 
cious  and  paternal  attention  to  the  weU 
of  your  peoole,  which  has  induced  y^ 
Majesty  at  tnistime  to  interpose  your  c 
more  unmediate  auUiority  lor  putting 
end  to  that  dangerous  disturbance  of 
public  peace,  those  outrageous  acu  of  ^ 
lence  to  the  property  of  your  Majesl 
subjects,  and  that  moat  auoacious  def)« 
of  the  authority  of  the  civil  magatial 
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which  hare  of  late  prevailed  to  so  alanning 
&  degree  in  and  near  this  great  metropolis. 
*'  Your    Majesty's  express  command^ 
figtiified  by  your  royal  proclamation,  that 
dtbe  laws,  for  preventing,  suppressing, 
tod  punishing  all  riots,  tum'ults  and  un- 
bwful  assemblies,  be  put  into  immediate 
eiecution,  will,  we  hope,  efiectually  pre* 
vent  the  continuance  or  repetition  of  these 
disorders;  but  should  any  of  your  Majes- 
ty's subjects  continue  so  lost  to  all  sense 
of  tbeir  own  true  interest  as  well  as  duty 
as  to  so  on  to  interrupt,  by  their  lawless 
and  Asperate  practices,  that  c^uiet  and 
p^ceable  enjoyment  of  every  right  and 
phTJ^e  allotted  to  each  individud  amon^ 
us  bj  our  excellent  constitution,  which  it 
h»  erar  been  your  Majesty's  first  object 
saiduef  glory^  to  secure  and  perpetuate 
lousaJl;  permit  us,  your  Majesty's  truly 
MM  and  grateful  subjects,  the  Loras 
ftntosl  and  temporal  and  Commons  in 

Ciiiment  assembled,  to  assure  your  Ma- 
f  of  our  ready  concurrence  in  every 
fMasure  that  may  contribute  to  enable 
)M2r  Majesty  most  effectually  to  maintain 
^pobh'c  authority,  and  carry  the  laws 
^due  execution;  and  of  our  determined 
■KDJution  most  cheerfully  and  vigorously 
i»  support  your  Majesty  against  every  at- 
kipt  to  create  difficulty  or  disturbance  to 
^r  Majesty's  government." 

"  The  Kin^z  Ansoier.']    His  Majesty  re- 
luied  this  Answer : 
^     ^  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
'  ^  I  receive  with  great  satisfaction  this 
hyal,  dutiful,  and  seasonable  Address  of 
soth  Houses  of  Parliament :  it  is  with  the 
teoat  concern  that  I  see  this  spirit  of 
Iterage  and   violence  prevailing  among 
CfEetent  classes  of  my  subjects;    I  am, 
Wmever,  convinced,   that  the  vigorous 
ixeitioo  of  lawful  authori^,  which  I  will 
sootimie  to  enforce,  joined  to  your  sup- 
port and  assistance,  will  have  the  desired 
liect  of  restoring  qdiet  and  good  order 
Iboog  my  subjects.'* 

kjhe  Speaker^  $  Speech  to  the  Commons  on 
pgehoien,]  The  Commons  being  retum- 
K  Mr.  Speaker  reported,  that  the  House 
ki  been  m  the  House  of  Peers :  where 
p  Majesty  was  pleased,  by  his  commis- 
ibners,  to  approve  their  choice  of  him  for 
Aetr  Speaker;  and  that  he  had,  in  Uieir 
Iftne,  and  on  their  behalf,  b^  humble  pe- 
Ikioii  to  his  Majesty,  laid  claim  to  all  their 
iBcient  rights  and  privileges;  particularly 
%  tbeir  personsi  their  estat€)S|  and  ser- 


vants, might  be  free  firom  arrests,  and  all 
molestations ;  that  they  misht  enjoy  liber- 
ty of  speech  in  all  their  ctebates;  mighl 
have  access  to  his  Majesty's  royal  person 
whenever  occasion  should  reouire;  'and 
that  all  their  proceedings  mignt  receive 
from  his  Majes^  the  most  Ihvourable 
construction ;  which,  he  said,  his  Majesty 
by  his  said  commissioners,  had  confirmed 
to  them,  by  granting  and  allowing  their 
privileges  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  ever 
they  were  granted  or  allowed  by  his  Majes* 
ty ,  or  any  of  his  royal  predecessors.    Then 

Mr.  Speaker  said, 

Imustnow  begleaveto  repeat  my  most 
respectful  acknowledgments  to  the  House 
for  this  distinguishing  mark  of  their  good 
opinion.  Such  an  approbation  of  my  past 
conduct,  is  the  strongest  incitement  which  I 
can  have  todischar|;e  this  great  trust  which 
they  have  reposed  in  me,  with  diliffenca 
and  fidelity.  If  they  observe  my  neart 
and  intentions  to  be  rieht,  which  I  trust 
they  ever  will,  I  cannot  doi:d>t  of  their  sup- 
port and  protection  on  all  occasions ;  their 
pardon  for  my  failings ; .  their  correction 
of  my  mistakes.  I  can  as  little  doubt  of 
their  assistance  to  me,  in  keeping  strictly 
to  all  the  rules  and  orders  whicn  have  been 
so  wisely  established  by  our  ancestors,  in 
preventing  all  heats  and  personal  alterca- 
tions, than  which,  nothing  can  more  ob- 
struct the  freedom  of  debate,  or  be  so  un- 
suitable to  the  gravity  and  dignity  of  this 
great  assembly. 

"  Gentlemen  who  havesat  in  former  par- 
liaments, must  have  seen  the  ill  effects  of 
late  hours:  how  business  of  great  moinentt 
on  the  one  hand,  has  been  carried  on  widi 
too  sreat  precipitation ;  and,  on  the  other 
han^  that  matters  of  no  las  importance 
have  been  postponed  from  day  to  dajr,  and 
at  last  deferrea.  To  prevent  these  incon- 
veniences for  the  future,  I  hope  sentlemen 
will  see  the  absolute  necessity  <»  an  early 
attendance." 

The  Thanh  of  the  Lords  men  to  iks 
Lord  Mayor  ^  London Jor  his  Conduct 
during. the  late  Disturbances*']  May  16. 
The  Xord  Chancellor  acquamted  the 
House,  "  that,  pursuant  to  the  order  of 
Thursday  last,  be  had  transmitted  their 
lordships'  Resolution  of  that  day,  giving 
the  tluuiks  of  this  House  to  the  right  hoa. 
Thomas  Harley,  lord  mayor  of  the  city  of 
London,  for  the  visilance,  activity,  and 
firmness,  which  he  bath  exerted  tor  the 
preserv^tioQ  of  the  peace  of  the  said  cityi 
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agaiBBt  the  lale  attempti  to  diitinh  it :  and 
Ikat  ycflterdaj  be  reeeived  a  Letter  from 
the  nid  lord  nayor,  in  which  he  returned 
an  anav^er  to  the  aaid  fteaoluttoas  :'^ 

Which  was  read  by  the  Gerk  as  follows ; 

^*  My  lord ;  I  most  desire  your  lerdsfaip 
«b  communicate  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
the  high  sense  1  hare  of  the  distinguished 
honours  repeatedly  conferred  upon  me  by 
that  august  assembly,  which  far  exceed  any 
merit  1  have  in  endeavouriog  to  preserve 
the  peace  of  Uie  city  of  London. 

<<  It  has  ever  been  my  ambition  to  en- 
force a  due  respect  and  obedience  to  the 
law,  as  the  only  meana  to  preserve  the 
eoBStitution  and  liberty  of  my  country* 

it  Enoouraged  by  this  mark  of  their 
lordships*  approbation)  I  shall  persevere  in 
exerting  every  endeavour  to  maintain  ^e 
constitutional  authority  of  the  civil  raagiS' 
trate,  and  to  preserve  the  peace  of  this 
mat  dty  against  all  attempU  to  disturb 

^<  My  lord ;  permit  me  to  add  my  ac- 
knowledgments to  your  lordship,  for  the 
eUigiag  manner  in  which  your  lordship 
1ms  communicated  to  me  this  distinguirfied 
hoBonr,  wnd  the  applause  which  your  lord- 
Aip  n  pleased  to  express  in  your  private 
as  wM  as  public  capacity  of  my  conduct. 
I  have  the  nonour  to  be,  drc 

<<  Thomas  Harlet.** 
«  MimsioB*hoiMe»  15th  May  1768.'* 

The  Thanks  of  the  Commons  ^hen  to  ike 
laird  Mmy^r  ^  London  Jbr  k$s  Cmduct 
durim  the  late  Dktwrkance$.ll  May  16. 
The  Lord  Mayer  of  London  being  come 
iaite  the  House,  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted 
lum,  that  the  He^ise  had,  upon  Friday 
last,  ttnanimousW  resolved,  **  That  the 
Thanks  of  tbis  House  be  given  to  him,  lor 
his  vigikmt  and  active  coDduet^  in  support 
of  the  lawa,  and  for  the  preservation  ef 
the  public  peace,  during  the  kite  distur- 
bances :"  and  Mr.  Speaker  save  him  the 
Thanks  of  the  House  accor£ng1y,  as  fol- 


^  My  Loid  Mavor  of  London, 
<'  The  spirit  of  IksentkkMness,  which 
wnhappily  prevails  in  this  kingdom,  has 
ktely  broke  out  into  sudh  evtrageous  acts 
of  violence,  and  sueh  daring  inndts  upon 
civil  auUmrity,  in  and  arout  thb  great 
metropolis,  that,  unless  the  salutary  laws 
fcr  the  preservation  of  peace  and  good 
order  are  strictly  put  in  execution,  conse- 
quences ef  Ite  meat  alarming  nature  are 
U  be  appfebaaded,  tnarehj  and  eonfusien 


m 

enaue^  which  can  cn)y  end  m  ty 
ranoy  and  despctiBm.  No  asan  thessfiMi 
can  do  a  more  essential  service  to  tt 
couQtrvv  than  a  civil  nuigistrata^  who.  b] 
a  prudent^  teosperate,  but,  at  the  sun 
time!,  firm  and  vi^roua^  exertion  ef  th 
powers,  with  which  the  lawa  of  the  km 
entrust  him,  suppresses  all  riota  and  ts 
mulls,  and  rcsouitely  resiata  thoae  kwln 
and  desperate  praotices^  which  tend  4 
deprive  every  individttal  ef  the  ridhls  m 
pnvilegee  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  si 
excellent  constitution.  This  eminent  sn 
vice  has  your  lordship  performed  to  yes 
country:  your  conduct  upon  the  late  ^ 
casions  shew  how  right  a  judgment  yi^ 
fellow  citiaens  formed  of  junti  when  ' 
called  yott  to  your  present  fa^  and 
portent  station.  The  benefidai  efiecti 
thtt  oonduct  are  not  oonfined  to  the 
tropelis,  over  which  you  so  worthily 
aide:  they  extend  to  the  whole  ~ 
By  your  example,  every  other  eivji 
trate  will  be  convinced,  that  he  has 
dent  power,  by  the  laws,  to  prevent 
disturiMuioe  of  the  public  peaooi  and 
it  is  a  duty  incumbent  upon  him  to  c 
those  powen.  By  tfie  suorass  which 
attended  yenr  lordship's  vigflance  and 
tivity,  the  fiMtious  and  seditious  will  ~ 
diai  they  cannot  oftnd  the  laws  with 
punity.  Those  who  have  been  sadi 
under  false  pretences  of  liberty,  to  j 
tumults  and  disorders^  wfll  be  made 
ble,  that  nothing  is  ao  subversive  ef 
very  liber^,  as  acts  of  outrage  and 
leaoe;  and  that  perfiM^t  obedience  to 
ful  authority  is  the  only  securi^ 
they  can  have  for  the  enjovment  of 
thing  wluch  is  dear  and  valuable  to 

^  Your  lorddiip  has  already 
enced,  that  thb  House  wSl  not  penul^ 
Md  merit  to  pam  undistinguished  or  mm 
warded  bjr  tnem.  You  had  the 
honour  of  leoeifiag  thmr  tbanlBs,  ens 
mer  occasion.  In  considering  the 
service  which  you  have  now  dmie  the 
lie,  they  have  come  to  an  imanimaBW 
lution,  that  the  thanks  of  this  House 
given  to  your  lordship,  for  your 
and  active  copduot  in  support  of  the 
and  for  the  preservation  of  the  putM 
peace,  during  the  late  disturbances. 

<*  I  sannot  sufficiently  enrem  my  as 
fiurtion,  that  it  has  a  second  tame  finea 
my  lot  to  be  an  instrument  of  eon' 
to  your  lordship  (for  whom  i  ever ' 
highest  personal  respect)  thia 
nourable  testiipony  of  the 
which  the  CoBunona  of  Oraat  &itehi 
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pr^rm  of  yotfr  cfmdtiot  s  «iid»  in  pimuancwi 
•if  th«  oonHDMidii  whidi  I  hmr^  received 
from  the  Hoitte^  I  do/  in  their  namey  gi?e 
yo«r  Wrdahlp  dieir  thanks.*' 
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On  the  21 8t  the  BiUg  recelted  the  rojol 
aisent  by  commiidon;  the  perluiixiettt 
then  adjourned  to  the  2d  of  June,  tod  on 
that  day  was  prorogoed  te  the  Slat  of  the 
same  month ;  and  afterwards  to  the  8th  of 
Noveiaber. 


,   UpcHi  which  his  lordship  saidg 

\'  •«  Mr.  Speaker; 
^'  **  The  repeated  honours  conferred  on 
^e  by  this  House,  conveyed  to  me  in 
[^ch  obliging  terms  by  yoy,  far  exceed  any 
^^ritl  have,  m  having  endeavoured  to  pre- 
^ierv«  the  peace  of  the  city  of  London. 

M  It  has  everlbeen  my  ambition  to  en* 
'Ubioe  a  due  respect  and  obedience  to  law, 
te  the  only  means  to  preserve  the  constat 
wtion  and  liberty  of  my  country. 
^  <«  Encouraged  thus,  by  this  mark  of  ap- 
obation,  I  shall  persevere  in  exerting 
ry  endeavour  to  maintain  the  constitu- 
authority  of  the  civil  magistrate, 
to  preserve  the  peace  of  this  ^eat 
against  every  attempt  to  disturb  it. 
**  Permit  me,  Sir,  to  add  my  acknow* 
ftgtnents  to  vou,  for  the  kind  manner 
^fn  whidi  you  nave  communicated  to  me 
(^lis  distmguished  honour ;  and  to  assure 
'nu^  that  I  shall  ever  retain  the  most 
grateful  sense  of  it." 

^  May  IB.  A  motion  was  made,  Tliat 
lAe  proper  oiBcer  of  the  crown  do  inform 
**^'  House  why  the  laws  were  not  imme- 
ly  put  in  force  against  John  Wilkes, 
an  outlaw,  when  he  returned  to  this 
cm,  in  February  lasf.  Mr.  Wilkes 
at  thia  time  a  prisoner  in  the  King's 
cb.  However  the  House  did  not 
to  cmter  into  the  matter,  and 
efere  the  question  to  adiouro  was  pat, 
d'^iad  carried  without  a  division. 
'  The  reason  given  for  calling  the  parlia- 
''^ent  at  this  unusual  season,  was  to  conti- 
'  nae.the  Act  passed  last  session,  and  which 
^^aiight  expire  before  the  next  winter  ses-* 
,  permtttiog  the  importation  of  oats  and 
loeal,  rye,  and,  rye  flour,  and  prohibit- 
tbe  exportation  of  corn,  grain,  meal, 
,  flonr,  bread,  biscuit,  and  starch; 
prohibiting  the  extraction  of  low  wines 
spirits  from  wheat,  and  wheat  flour, 
committee  was  therefore  appointed  to 
ort  upon  the  matter,  and  toe  House 
urring  with  the    Report,   the  Bills 

f_^  DtlrlfHr  the  whole  of  this  session  the 
Nfeaaditi|^  Orier  respecting  ihe  admission  of 
rttrsocfefs  was  stfietly  eufmed  in  both  Henses. 
nNTfoHowiiir  S|»eech  appeared  hi  the  Folitieal 
f  legiiiter  for  July,  a7S8 1 
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SECOND  SESSION 

OF  TRS 

THIRTEENTH  PARLIAMENT 

Of 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Thi  King^s  Bptech  en  Opeidng^  the  iSof. 
Hon.']  November  8,  17d8.  The  Kln| 
came  to  the  House  of  Peers,  an4  opened 
the  Session  with  the  following  Speech  to 
both  Houses : 

*<  My  Lords  and  Oentleiaen, 

**  The  oppo#tii«tty  whiob  the  late  § Sfb 
neral  election  gives  me  of  ktiowing  f^hMl 
their  represeiitatives  In  parliament  thft 
more  immediate^sens^  of  my  people,  ha^ 
made  me  desirous  of  meeting  you  as 
early  as  could  be,  consistent  with  vour  9Wii 
convenience.  The  shortness  or  the  kisl 
session  of  the  late  parliament  preventinff 
their  prosecuting  the  consideration  of  thotfS 
great  commercial  interests  which  1m4 
been  entered  upon  in  the  preceding  sesa> 
sion,  you  will,  I  am  persuaded,  agree  witl| 
me  in  opinion,  that  your  deliberations  ott 
these  very  important  objects  ought  to  be 
resumed  without  loss  of  time ;  and  1  trus( 
that  they  will  termiaate  ia  such  measures 
as  may  be  productive  of  the  most  consi« 
derabie  and  essential  benefits  to  this  na^^ 
tion. 

"  It  would,  hslve  given  me  great  satis- 
faction to  have  been  able  to  acquaint  yoii. 
that  all  the  otlrer  powers  of  Kurope  had 
beert  as  careful  as  I  have  ever  been  to 
avoid  taking  any  step  that  might  endan* 
ger  the  general  tranouiliity.  I  have  con* 
stantly  received,  and  do  still  reeetve  from 
them,  the  strongest  assurances  of  their  pa* 
cific  dispositions  towards  this  country. 
No  assurances,  however,  shall  divert  niy 
constant  resolution  stedfastly  to  attend 
to  the  general  interests  of  Europe,  nor 
jshaU  any  consideration  prevail  upon  me  to 
sufier  any  attempt  that  may  be  made  de** 

■      Mil         f     III    Ilia     llllil        I  I  Bii         ■     J      ■  ■!        I       <■■■■■       — ■^— <w 

A  Speech  against  refusing  admittance  ints 
the  Giallery  of  the  House  of  Commoos. 

If  the  noble  lord,  who  is  so  anxious  to  hare 
the  doors  of  the  House  eoastantly  shut  against. 
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that  such  of  my  subjects  as  had  been  mil- 
led in  some  parts  c£  my  dominioiu  veu 
returning  to  a  just  sense  of  their  duty  | 
hut  it  is  with  equal  concern  that  \  \m 
since  seen  that  spirit  of  faction,*  which  t 
had  hoped  was  well  nigh  extingiu^hed, 

Perhaps  it  may  be  so;  but  will  buriognc 
doors  prevent  that  inconvenienoe?  doei  la 
think  that  in  anusBemhly  of  above  fivebandhd 
peraoDSy  tl)e  discourses  held  here  wilt  Dotbe 
carried  abroad,,  will  not  be  misrepresente^F 
The  members  of  this  House  are  iieither  boot 
to  secrecy,  nor  is  our  memory  or  judgmentiih 
fallible.  But  if  his  anzietjF  turns  chiefly  apai 
this  pointy  1  would  wish  hip  to  coasidertlnt^ 
stranger,  who  sits  quietly  in  the  gallery,  ii 
much  more  likely  to  retain,  with  exactoa% 
what  he  comes  on  purpose  to  hear,  thu^ 
member  who  perhaps  is  interested  in  the  i^ 
bate,  and  who  probably  bears  the  nrgmu^ 
on  one  side  with  prejudice,  while  he  listen  •!& 
partiality  to  those  of  the  other.  ShsllSI 
then,  Sir,  without  any  reasonable  motirewl^ 
soever,  give  this  House  the  appearuiceifi 
foreign  inquisition  ?  Shall  it  he  said  thattft^ 
tish  House  of  Commons  makes  laws  for  <ki 
people,  as  some,  slavish  courts  of  judicitia 
abroad  try  state  criminals,  januis  daunt  f  n 
the  honour  of  our  courts  of  justice,  *^JJJ 
open  to  air  mankind  to  make  them  resp^^ 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  We  are  not  iotM 
a  court  of  judicature,  but  every  arguoieDt  k 
opening  the  courts  in  Wesminster-lmlopcnM 
with  equal  or  greater  force  upon  us.  Wfgi 
a  popular  assembly.  There  is  notbio^Msa| 
in  the  nature  of  .our  business.  By  pnUr^ 
our  votes  we  admit  that  the  nation  has  a  i 
to  be  informed  of  our  proceedings.  But 
all,  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  f 
to  know  the  sentiments  and  condnct  oi 
particular  member,  that  they  may  be  aile » 
rorm  a  just  judgment  of  our  wtegn^T 
ability,  and  in  what  manner  we  support >>«» 
terests  of  our  constituents.  And  shall  fflNS| 
such  as  these  have  no  weight  whh  "**  ^ 
our  inhospitable  doors  be  closed,  ^^^^^Jj 
member  is  afraid  of  being  misrcprttealW'* 
wish  the  noble  lord  was  as  cautious  <»f ''■Jjjj! 
writes  in  other  places,  as  of  whathesajjM*! 
But  in  that  respect  he  has  taken  csre  ^^f^, 
fectly  safe.  The  miliUry  manifesto,  wbidi  v 
has  thought  proper  to  give  under  bis  bm^ 
too  plain  to  be  misunderstood,  and  too  naw| 

be  misrepresented. 

*  "  Lord  Chatham  saw  with  dissstii^ 

many  of  the  late  miaisterial  proceediogP* 

was  displeased  with  their  condoel  r^p^ 

America ;   indignant  at  the  traoqalJ»2^^^ 

which  bis  oolleogaes  sufiered  the  rW" 

K  theoDselves  of  Corsics,  «o<> 'J.^ 

respects  discontented  $  ^^JzKSi 

^nance  at  sedog  his  asms  cosaegw  ^ 

and  measures  so  generally  uspOjP^'  |u 

mined  to  msign.    (October  1*'^  '^ 


rogatory  to  the  honour  and  dimity  of  my 
5*rown,  or  injurious  to  the  rights  of  my 
people. 

"  At  the  dose  of  the  last  parliament,  I 
jexpressed  my.^satisfaction  at  the  appear- 
ances which  then  induced  me. to  believe 

atranffers,  had  contented  himself  with  insisti bg, 
that  there  is  a  standing  order  to  this  effect,  and 
that  a  standing  order  should  be  strictly  ob- 
served, I  should  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
'submit'  to  his  lonlship's  motion,  though  I  con- 
fess with  some  reluctance.  But  when  the  no- 
ble lord,  not  satisfied  with  an  authority  para- 
mount to  all  argument,  thinks  it  necessarvto 
give  reasons  for  his  opinion,  he  seems  to  admit 
that  the  point  is  at  least  disputable ;  therefore 
1  hope  he  will  permit  me  to  offer  some  reasons 
to  the  House,  why  I  difief  from  him  entirely. 

The  only  tolerable  pretence  for  refusing  ad- 
mittance to  strangers  of  decent  appearance  and 
behaviour,  is,  lest  there  should  not  be  room  for 
the  membera  to  attend  to  business  with  ease 
and  '  convenience  to  themselves.    Whenever 
this  happens,  and  we  all  know  bow  seldom  it 
idoes  happen,  every  member  has  a  ri^bt^aod  I 
dare  say  his  lordship  will  seldom  fail  to  make 
use  of  It)  to  move  that  thf  House  may  be 
cleared.    In  every  other  light,  1  think  that,  so 
so  far  from  being  offend^  at  the  presence  of 
strangers,  we  should  wish  to  have  as  many 
witnesses  as  possible  of  all  our  proceedings. 
What  his  lordship's  motives  may  be,  1  cannot 
nratei^d  to  determine ;  but,  for  my  own  part,  as 
)  am  neither  ashamed  iy>r  afraid  of  what  I  say 
in  this  House,  I  care  not  how  soon,  or  how 
tmiversaliy  it  is  reported  abroad.    We  are  not 
a  council  of  state,  nor  is  it  our  business  to  de- 
liberate upon,  or  direct  the  secret  operations  of 
government,  though  it  be  our  duty  sometimes 
to  enquire  rate  them.    We  are  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and  in  effect  a  popular  as- 
semblv.    To  aim  at  secrecy  in  our  debates, 
would  not  only  be  a  vain  and  ridiculous  at- 
tempt, but,  I  apprehend,  absolutely  contrary  to 
the  principle  upon  which  this  House  is  consti- 
tuted.    It  would  be  turning  a  democratical  as- 
sembly into  the  form  of  an  aristocracy.    The 
nobility  of  Venice  wisely  bar  the  doors  of  their 
senate-hoilse,  because  they  are  not  the  repre- 
aentatives,  but  the  tyrants  of  tbe  people.  Such 
a  policy  may  be  prudent  and  necessary,  where 
tbe  interests  of  a  few  who  gofern,  are  different 
from  those  of  the  maiUf,  who  are  governed. 
But  I  flayer  myself,  the  noble  lord  will  not 
hisinuate,  that  the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  have  different  or  sepa^ 
rate  interests  from  each  other,  or  that  we  can 
have  any  views,  which  it  may  import  us  to 
oonoeal  from  our  constituents.    Such  a  case 
may  possibly  happen  hereafW,  but  I  am  sure  it 
cannot  be  said  with  any  appearance  of  truth  of 
the  present  House  of  Commons.    His  lordship 
tells  us,  that  by  admitting  strangers  to  hear  our 
^dtttes,  the  speeches  oftbe  members  are  soon 
carried  abroad  and  generally  misrepresented. 


other 

repugnance 

men 

determined 
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breakine  out  afretb  in  some  cyf  my  colo* 
oief  in  North  America ;   and,  in  one  of 
them,  proceeding  even  to  acts  of  violence, 
aodof  resistance  to  the  execution  of  the  law. 
Hie  capital  town  of  which  colony  appears 
hj  late  advices  to  be  in  a  state  of  oisobe- 
dienoe  to  all  law  and  government :  and  has 
proceeded  to  measures  subversive  of  the 
coQsUtutioOi  and  attended  with  drcum- 
ttSDces  that  mi^ht  manifest  a  disposition 
to  throw  off  their  dependence  on  Great 
&itaiii.    On  my  part,   I  have  pursued 
e?ery  measure  that  appeared  to  be  neces- 
niT  lor  supporting  the  constitution^  and 
inradBe  a  aue  obedience  to  the  authority 
of  tbe  legislature,    You  may  rely  upon 
ojifeady  perseverance  in  these  purposes ; 
udl  doubt  not  but  that,  with  your  con- 
enrrenoe  and  support^  I  shall  be  able  to 
de&at  the  mischievous  designs  of  those 
tarbQleot   and   seditious   persons,   who, 
snder  false  pretences,  have  but  too  suc> 
cessfully  deluded  numbers  of  my  subjects 
in  America;  and  whose  practices,  if  suf- 
fered to  prevail,  cannot  fail  to  produce 
Ike  most  fatal  consequences  to-  my  colo* 
iia  imaaediately ;  and,  in  the  end,  to  idl 
fee  donoioions  of  my  crown* 
^  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
**  The  proper  Estimates  for  the  service 
if  the  ensuing  year,  I  have  ordered  to  be 
yd    before  you,  fully  relying  on  your 
Mineaa  to  grant  me  the  necessarv  sup- 
lbs.     Indeed  I  cannot  doubt  of  finding 
iikas  House  of  Commons  the  same  au 
|ctionate  attachment  to  my  person  and 
|r?emment  as  I  have  always  hitherto  ex- 
lerienced  from  my  £utfaful  Commons. 
**  My  Lords  and  Grentlemen, 
<'  It  u  with  great  satisfiustion   that  I 


Isold  not  even  attend  at  court  to  anDouooe  his 
ttolatioa,  bat  seat  tbe  pri?y  seal  by  lofd 
Sdkidcii.  This  eveot  was  not  unexpected. 
^Drd  Bristol  was  appointed  in  his  stead  ;  and 
s  f«rd  Camdeo  still  condnued  Cbancelior,  no 
Merial  altemtioiis  took  place."    Adolphus. 

*<  Tbe  carl  of  Chatham,  tbe  founder  of  tbe 
ment  mioistry,  borne  down  with  infirmities, 
tf  totally  disapprofing  of  tbe  roeasuresi  of  bis 
fHeigaes,  had  long  withdrawn  from  pablic  ba- 
lm, and  lately  resigned  his  office  of  lord 
iivy  seal.    Tbe  duke  of  Qrafton,  though  first 
rt  of  the  treasary,  bad  been  intended  to  act 
'fy  a  soeondary  and  subordinate  part,  as  in 
«  ame  office  tbe  duke  of  Newcastle  bad 
^  during  the  splendid  period  of  Sir.  Seore* 
t^  Pitt*a  admiuistratioD.    As  tbe  health  of 
^  Chatham  render^  bim  unequal  to  tbe 
^nioos  of  bis  earlier  years,  tbe  doke  of 
'^ilon    actually  ^  became    prime    minister. 
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now  find  myself 'enabled  to  rejoice  with 
you,  upon  the  relief  which  the  poorer  sort 
of  my  people  are  now  enjoying,  from- the 
distress  which  they  had  so  long  labour^ 
under  from  the  high  price  of  corn.  At 
the  same  time  that  we  are  bound  devoutly 
to  acknowledge,  in  this  instance,  the  gra- 
cious interposition  of  Providence,  it  will 
become  us  to  apply  the  best  precautions 
that  human  wisdom  can  suggest^  for 
guarding  against  the  return  of  the  late 
calamity.  In  the  choice,  however,  of  pro- 
per means  for  that  purpose,  you  cannot 
proceed  with  too  great  circumspection* 

**  1  have  nothing  further  to  recommend 
to  you  than  that,  in  all  your  delft>eratiou, 
you  keep  up  aspirit  of  harmony  amongyour- 
Sjelves.  Whatever  difierences  of  opinion 
may  prevail  in  other  points,  let  it  sTppear^ 
that  wherever  the  interest  of  your  country 
is  immediately  concerned,  you  are  all 
ready  to  unite.  Such  an  example  firom 
you  cannot  fail  of  having  the  best  efiects 
from  the  temper  of  my  people  in  every 

Sart  of  my  domhiions ;  and  can  alone  pro- 
uce  that  general  union,  among  ourselves, 
which  will  render  us  properly  respected 
abroad,  and  happy  at  home.'* 

The-Lorde  Addreis  of  Thanks.l    His 
Majesty  having    retired,    the  following 
Address,  moved  bv  the  earl  of  Pomfret, 
was  agreed  to  by  their  lordships : 
<*  Most  Gracious  Sovei^eign, 

**  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful;  and 
loyfd  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral in  parliament  assembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majesty  our  humble  thanks 
for  your  roost  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne. 


mediocrity,  nor  was  he  mature,  in  political  ex^ 
perience.  So  qualified,  be  was  thrust  by 
accident,  rather  than  exalted  by  design,  into  a 
situation,  to  fill  which,  in  the  distracted  state  of 
affairs,  required  a  minister  of  consummate  abi-' 
lities  and  wisdom.  Lord  North,  while  only 
chancellor  of  tbe  exchequer,  rarely  exceeded 
bis  official  business,  or  took  an  active  share  in 
the  general  conceraa  of  adniioistration.  Lords 
Camden  and  Sbelbume,  both  coinciding  in  the 
f  iewB  and  opinions  of  lord  Chatbam,  bad  little 
conneclioo  with  their  colleagues  in  office.  Tbe. 
other  secretaries  of  state  were  not  distinguished 
for  political  talents ;  so  that,  on  the  whole,  tbe 
present  ministry  was  far  from  poesessing  that 
combined  ability  and  concert,  that  would  bare 
qualified  tbem  to  manage  with  effect  the  mam- 
told  ami  complicated  objects  which  demanded 
the  aiten tion  of  tbe  British  government.  Such 
was  theptate  of  foreign,  colonial,  and  domestio 


affiurs,  when  the  season  arrived  for  the  meeting 
%  tidents  of  this  noUemau  did  not  exceed  I  of  parliameot."    Ksset, 


mi 


9  GEORaE  in. 


Tk*  Cmtmmf  Adirm  ^TkaAi. 


t« 


^  We  desire,  with  hearU  ftd  of  graii* 
tude,  to  acluiowledge  Ibat  royal  goodneas^ 
io  evidently  maDifest  to  aU  your  people^ 
by  your  Majesty's  constant' attention  to 
Ihe  great  commercial  interests  of  this 
country :  we  should  be  wanting  on  Qur 
party  if  we  did  not  apply  to  the  considerat 
lion  of  them  with  tqat  alacrity  which  ob« 
jects  so  very  important,  and  capable  of 
producing  the  most  essential  benefits  to 
the.  nation,  demand  of  us.. 

*<  The  resolution  which  your  Majesty  is 
pleased  to  express,  that  you  will  not  suffer 
any  attempt  to  be  made  derogatory  to  the 
lionour  and  dignity  of  your  crown,  or  in- 
jurious to  the  rights  of  your  people,  does, 
and  ever  will,  call  from  us  the  assurances 
lyf  our  most  cheerful  support;  nor  do  we 
eonceive  that  any  conduct  can  contribute 
Vdore^hiMi  this  will,  to  render  all  the. x)ther 
powefs  of  Europe  as  careful  as  your  Ma« 
jesty  has  ^ver  beea  to  avoid  taking  any 
alep  that  may  endanger  the  general  tran* 
quulity, 

<^  We  feel  the  Biost  sincere  concern, 
Ibat  any  of  our  fellow  subjects  in  North 
America^  should'  be  misled  by  factious 
and  designing. m^n  into  acts  of  violence 
and  of  resistance  to  the  execution  of  the 
&w,  attended  with  circumstances  that  ma- 
nifest a  disposition  to  throw  off  their  de- 
p^dence  upon  Great  Britain.  At  the 
aame  time  that  we  shall  be  always  ready 
to  contribute  to  the  nelief  of  any  real 
grievance  of  your  Majes^s  American 
aubjects,  we  moat  unfeignedly  give  your 
Maiesty  the  strongest  assurances,  Ibat  we 
ahaU  ever  zealously  ceacur  in  support  of 
avch  just  and  neoessaiy  measures  as  may 
best  enable  your  Majesty  to  repress  that 
daring  spirit  of  disobedience,  and  to  en- 
force a  due  submission  to  the  laws ;  always 
considering,  that  it  is  one  of  our  most 
essential  duties,  to  maintain  inviokte  the 
supreme  aufliority  of  the  legislature  of 
Great  Britain  over  every  part  of  the  do- 
minions of  your  Majesty's  crown. . 

«<  We  thankfully  adore  the  merciful  in- 
terposition of  Providence,  in  the  relief 
which  the  poorer  sort  of  your  Majesty's 
subjects  have  received  from  the  distress 
they  had  so  long  laboured  under,  from  the 
high  price  of  corn :  we  shall  apply  our  ut- 
most attention  to  prevent,  as  rar  as  in 
human  prudence  lies,  the  return  of  such  a 
calamity,  and  shalf  give  so  n  important  a 
subject  that  full  consideration  which  the 
nature  of  it  necessarily  requires. 

*<  Engaged  in  the  deliberation  of  so 
many  important  mat^l:S|  we  beg  leave  to 


assure  your  Majasty,  that  we  Ml  fCmt^ 
ously  endeavour  that  our  proeeadingi  trnf 
testify  our  readiness  to  urate,  whersver  da 
interest  of  our  country,  and  our  sttack 
mentto  your  Majesty  is  concerned;  bifff 
if,  by  such  an  example,  the  delndsd  pipl 
of  your  Majesly's  subjects  HHiy  be  indsoil  I 
to  return  to  their  duty,  and  grstefiiily  fiaf 
the  blessings  of  the.  mildest  go?eninal' 
and  most  perfect  oonstitiition." 

The  Kin^t  AfUfmer.-]   His  MsJMtyia 
turned  this  Answer : 
"  My  Loids, 

<<  1  received  with'  great  salisiactimi  Ai 
assurances  you  give  of  your  resohiMM 
pursue  the  commercial  interests  of  till 
country,  and  your  readiiieas  tokupportlla 
honour  of  my  crown,  nod  the  rightiof^ 
people, 

*^  Your  zedouB  conourrance  in  siw 
measure  thatean  bring  relief  to  nnrpsM 
is  wdl  known  to  ne,  nor  do  I  doabt  of  in 
attention  that  you  will  always  gife  to  iif 
real  grievanoes  of  my  American  odbj!* 
The  strong  assuianoea  I  reoeivefromjoi 
at  the  same  time  of  your  detemnoakiosa ; 
vindicate  the  juat  legislative  autboritfrf* 
parliament  ever  all  the  doarinioni  of  aj 
crown,  deserve  ray  warmest  approiwtioB." 

The  Ommmu^  Addreet  of  Thak) 
The  Commons  being  retnmed  ta  tksf 
House,  lord  Haaley  DMnved  an  Addreatf  I 
Thanks.  Warm  debates  however  srM 
upon  some  parts  of  it ;  sind  many  levM 
strictures  were  made  upon  the  ooDdo<^p| 
admiaislration,^  in  respect  both  ^^<^ 
a^rs  and  those  of  the  ooloaisi-  ^ 
dangerous  breadi  of  treaty,  and  vi(W« 
of  the  general  tranquillity,  by  the  invjflflj 
of  Corsica,  and  the  spreading  and  baoaa 
influence  of  the  family  coinpsct,  w«« 
strongly  insisted  upon  by  Mr,  Barks*  i 
total  n^lect  of  our  foreign  failefe<M| 
well  as  of  those  in  which  the  genersl  «n9 
of  Europe  .was  concerned, -wss  winjf 
urged ;  and,  anions  many  instances,  tbe 
injuries  sustained  hy  our  commerce  * 
Portugal,  and  the  non-residence  of  8^^ 
of  our  foreign  ministers  at  tlie  courtiJJ 
which  they  Were  appointed,  were  broogi" 
in  proof  by  Mr.  Grenville.  T 

To  these,  and  others  it  was  •»^**J[ 
tfiat  addresses  wove  to  be  cenoideiso* 
matters  of  form ;  in  a  great  messurp  c^ 

pKmentai^  and  decbrative  of  'oy*3[![2 
thanks.    That  any  disagrecsble  fitncttj 

in  a  form  of  that  nature,  which  waa  ^ 

immediat/^Ij  ctrculated  throttg^u^  ^ 


iope»  wodd  fiife  foreigaen  a  prejudicial 
idea  of  the  Dannoiiy  thai  subusted  be- 
tween the  king  and  bis  parliament.  And 
tliat  there  was  aufficient  time  to  examine 
bto  the  conduct  of  administration,  and  to 
roisare  any  exceptionable  parts  of  it,  in 
the  legukr  eourse  of  parliameiilary  bosi- 


The  Address  waa  agreed  to,  as  foUows : 

^  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

•*  We,  your  Majesty^s  most  dutiful  and 

W^  sobjeotSy  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 

tarn,  in  parliament  assembled,  return  your 

M^Bsly  our  humble  thanks  for  your  most 

gndsos  Speech  from  the  throne : 

''And  beg  leave  to  congratulate  year 
il^ei^  upon  the  safe  delivery  of  the 
i2aeeB»  ana  the  birth  of  another  princcas; 
sa  ercDt  which  must  afcid  the  greatest 
CM^irt  to  all  your  Majesty's  subjects,  as 
ii  is  aD  iocieasa  of  ^our  own  domestic  fe* 
ib'^,  and  an  additional  aacurity  that  the 
Uesnugs  we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's 
soipicioQa  government  wiu  be  continued 
to  owt  latest  posterity. 

**  We  assure  yonr  Majesty,  that,  duly 
sensible  of  the  hnportanee  of  those  great 
commercial  interests  pointed  out  to  us  by 
jour  Majesty,  we  wilf,  with  all  convenient 
dispatch,  enter  upon  the  consideration  of 
than,  and  will  uae  our  utmost  endeavours 
to  adjoat  and  regulate  them  in  such  man« 
•er  aa  may  be  productive  of  soUd  and 
isstiDg  advantages  to  the  public. 

^  We    most    gratefully   acknowledge 
year  Majesty's  paternal  regard  for  the 
eaae  aod  wemire  of  your  people,  which 
haa  made  you  ever  desirous  of  continuing 
to  them  the  blessings  of  peace ;    at  the 
aame  time,  we  entirely  rely  on  your  Ma- 
jesty's constant  and  watchful  attention  to 
the  general  interests  of  Europe ;  and  feel 
the  highest  satisfaction  from  your  gracious 
dedaraiioD  that  no  consideration  shall  pre* 
vaiion  your  Majesty  to  suffer  any  attempt 
wbich  may  be  nsade,  derogatory  to  the 
henoor  of  your  crown,  or  injurious  to  the 
rights  of  your  people. 

^  We  sincerely  lament,  that  the  arts  of 
vicked  and  designiag  men  should  have 
kenaUe  to  rddndlethat  flame  of  sedition 
in  some  of  your  Majesty's  colonies  in 
l^orth  America,  whioh,  at  the  dose  of  the 
hte  periiaaient,  your  Majesty  saw  reason 
to  hope  was  writ  ntgfa  extinguished. 

**  We  shaD  he  ever  ready  to  hear  and 
ledresa  any  real  grievance  of  your  Ma* 

Cy'a  American  subjects ;  but  we  should 
mg  the  trust  rapped  hi  us,  if  we  did 

atltirrt  tyinfrifwt  it 
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wedcen  our  jilst  rights;  and  we  shall  al« 
ways  consider  it -as  one  of  our  most  im* 
portent  duties,  to  maintain  entire  and  ia« 
vioiatethesupreme  authority  of  the  legida-* 
ture  of  Great  Britain  over  every  part  of 
the  British  empire. 

*<  We  beg  leave  to  present  our  most  diw 
tiful  thanks  to  your  Majesty,  for  having 
taken  such  steps  as  you  judged  necessary 
for  supporting  the  constitution,  and  for  re* 
pressing  that  spirit  of  faction  and  disobe* 
dience,  which,  m  the  chief  town  of  one  of 
your  Majesty's  colonies,  appears  to  have 
proceeded  even  to  acts  of  violence,  in 
direct  defiance  of  all  legd  authority;  and 
we  will,  by  every  means  in  our  power^ 
dieerfully  and  aeaJously  support  your  Ma- 

Sty  m  all  such  future  measures  as  shaH 
found  requisite  to  enforce  a  due  obe* 
dience  to  the  laws,  to  restore  order  and 
good  government  where  they  have  been 
disturbed,  and  to  es^bltsh  the  constftn* 
tional  dependsnce  of  the  colonies  on 
Great  Britain,  so  essential  to  the  intersai 
and  prosperity  of  both. 
•  '<  With  hearts  full  of  gratitode  to  the 
Divine  goodness,  we  partake  of  the  joy 
which  fills  your  Majesty's  royal  bre»t,  ea 
seemg  the  poorer  sort  of  your  people  re- 
lieved from  the  distress  which  th^  have 
lately  suffered  by  the  high  nrioe  of  com; 
and  we  will,  by  &feTy  prudent  aieasore# 
endeavour  to  guard  as  ihr  as  in  us  liei 
against  the  return  of  that  calamity. 

«  Your  faithful  Commons  will  with  the 
utmost  xefd  and  alacrity  grant  to  yonr 
Majesty  every  necessary  supply;  and 
study  to  manifest  in  all  their  proceedh^ 
that  ttntform  attachment  to  the  ]^Ute 
good,  which  your  Majesty  is  gracioosly 
pleased  to  recommend  to  them,  and  of 
which  your  Majesty's  own  conduct  liir* 
nishes  an  illustrious  example." 


The  King^s  AnmerJ]   His  Majesty  re* 
turned  thia  Answer : 
**  Gentlemen, 

^  I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  fbr 
your  very  dutiful  and  efihctionate  Address. 

**  The  attachment  which  yen  manifest 
to  me  and  my  family,  in  your  congratula* 
tiona  upon  the  safe  delivery  of  the  Qucen^ 
and  the  btrth  of  another  princess,  is  ex« 
tremely  acceptable  to  me.  Nothing  can 
afibrd  me  greater  satisfaction  than  tne  aa* 
surances  you  give  me  of  applying  yoof 
earnest  attention  to  the  reliefer  my  people; 
and  your  resolution  to  maintain  the  aotho^ 
rity  of  the  legidature  ever  aU  A»  doaai* 
efiqrerown/* 
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Motion  Jbr  the  Correspondence  tutVA 
France  relating  to  Cortictu]  Nov.  17«  Mr. 
H.  Seymour  moved,  **  That  copies  of  all  the 
correspondence  between  the  secretaries  of 
state,  and  our  ministers  at  the  court  of 
France,  relative  to  the  affisurs  of  Corsica, 
from  the  1st  of  January  1767s  should  be 
kud  before  the  House ;  and  also  copies  of 
all  instructions  to  any  of  the  said  ministers 
and  of  all  memorials  and  representations 
to  or  from  the  said  court,  with  the  several 
answers  thereunto,  upon  the  subject.*' 

This  motion,  though  carried  in  the  ne^ 

Slttive*  produced  a  long  discussion  upon 
le  aflkirs  of  .Corsica.  On  one  side  it  was 
represented  as  a  place  of  no  manner  of  im- 
portance ;  destitute,  though  an  island,  of 
a  good  harbour,  and  an  acquisition  that 
would  rather  prove  a  mischief  than  a  bene- 
fit to  France.  Under  such  a  description 
it  was  not  difficult  to  shew  the  absurdity 
of  entering  into  a  war  in  any  situation,  for 
an  obj6ct  of  so  little  consequence;  but  in 
eur  present  circumstances,  loaded  as  we 
already  are  with  a  heavy  debt,  the  folly 
and  nmdness  of  such  a  measure  were  so 
glaring,  as  not  to  admit  of  a  serious  dis- 
ciission. 

It  was,  however,  said  on  the  other  hand, 
that  eveiT*  accession  of  power  to  France 
was  dangerous  to  this  country.  That  the 
Mtuation  of  this  island  in  the  Mediterranean 
made  it  particularly  so,  and  may  be  at- 
tended with  the  most  pernicious  effects  to 
ourcommerce  in  thatsea,  besides  the  giving 
to  France  a  great  and  daneerous  influence 
in  the  affiiirs  of  Italy,  ft  was  said  that 
England  had  paid  a  constant  attention  for 
many  years,  to  the  preservation  of  a  due 
eouilibrium  in  the  affairs  of  Europe,  to 
which  we  are  indebted  not  only  for  secu- 
rity, but  for  a  great  part  of  our  national 
power  and  influence.  That  instead  of 
descending  to  a  minute  calculation  of  the 
exact  value  of  Corsica,  or  rating  it  at  a 
chapman's  price  in  a  sale  to  France,  we 
were  to  consider  this  invasion  as  a  violent 
breach  of  treatv,  and  subversive  of  that 
equilibrium.  The  £siQt  as  ^o  the  harbours 
wasdeQied;  as  to  the  danger  of  a  war 
with  France^  it  was  said,  that  if  she  was 
prepared  and  willing  to  come  to  such  an 
extremity,  for  a  matter  of  no  consequence 
or  value,  we  might  look  upon  the  war  as 
already  declared,  as  the  want  of  a  pretence 
could  not  give  a  moment's  delay. 

A  motion  was  also  made  for  an  Address 
**  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House, 
copies  of  all  applications  from  the  civil 
magistrates  to  tae  War-officQ  for  troopa. 


and  of  all  orders  and  letters  to  the  troops 
employed,  or-  to  the  officers  commanding 
them ;  and  also  copies  of  the  several  re- 
ports uMe  to  the  War-office  ;itom  sach 
officers,  daring  the  riots  in  the  mooth  of 
May  last." 

The  desjgn  of  this  motion  waste  enquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  nuissacre  in  St 
George's  Fields ;  it  wi|s  therefore  opposed 
by  the  whole  weight  of  administratioD. 
A  warm  discussion  consequently  arose,  in 
which  many  parts  of  the  conduct  then  ob- 
served were  severely  censured.  Many 
^ntlemen  thought,  that  though  in  some 
instances  some  measures  of  government 
could  not  easily  be  defended;  yet  thatia 
the  present  temper  of  the  times,  too  ml* 
nute  an  enquiry  into  the  acts  of  government 
upon  that  occasion,  or  any  public  censors 
passed  upon  them^  might  serve  too  much 
to  lower  i(  in  the  public  opinion,  and  to 
increase  that  licentiousness  which  was  al- 
ready too  prevalent  among  the  popolace. 
On  this  principle,  many  in  q^ipositioD 
either  remained  neuter,  or  fell  io  with  ad- 
ministration. The  motion  was  according' 
ly,  upon  a  division,  passed  in  the  negative 
by  a  very  great  majority. 

Proceedings  in  bo$h  Houses  retpedin^ 
the  Discontents  in  America^'] .  December 
15.  In  the  House  of  Lords  the  order  of 
the  day  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
American  Papers  being  read:  it  vat 
moved,*  "  To  resolve,  by  the  Lords  spin- 

*  Habdwicre  Papebs.  Minute  of  Procecii- 
iofs  in  the  House  of  Lords,  Deceoibc 
15, 1768. 

Lord  HilUborough  moved  eight  Resolutiooi 
founded  on  the  Papers. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  moved  an  address  to 
thank  the  King  for  laying  the  papers  before 
parliament— to  approve,  in  general,  the  eon- 
duct  of  sdmiDbtratioa,  aod  fco  advise  the  crovn 
to  have  ioformatioos  aeot  over  here  io  case  auy 
act  of  treason  or  misp^isioo  of  u-easoii  have  been 
committed  in  the  province,  and  to  ha? e  ibein 
tried  in  this  country  under  the  authority  of  the 
statute  35th  of  Henry  8th. 

Agreed  to  without  a  divisioo,  but  with  some 
debate,  and  then  ordered  to  be  icomoHiiiieated 
to  the  Houae  of  Commons. 

Lord  Temple  declared  that  be  thought  then 
all  Dugatory^a  paper  war  with  the  colonies-' 
and  then  went  out  of  the  House. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  rather  cavilled  attbe 
Resolutions  than  staged  any  particular  objec- 
tions. He  called  for  some  papers  to  be  read 
which  be  thought  were  not  exceptiooaMe,  bat 
00  examination  tbey  turned-  out  so,  as  only  »' 
lowing  Iha  right  of  the  IfgUatoia  to  IxBd  »« 
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tiial  tad  tempond  [and  Commons]  in  par- 
liament assembled^    1.  That  the  votes, 
resolutions,  andproceedings»  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  Massachusets  Bay, 
ia  the  months  of  January  and  February 
last,  respecting  several  late  acts  of  pai:lia- 
ment,  so  fiur  aa  the  said  votes,  resolutions 
and  proceedings,  do  import  a  denial  of,  or  to 
draw  into  question,  the  power  and  authority 
of  his  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
and  Commons  in  parliament  assembled,  to 
make  laws  and  statutes  of  sufBdent  force 
and  validity  to  bind  the  colonies  and  peo» 
pie  of  America,  subjects  of  the  crown  of 
Gretf  Britain,  in  all  cases  wjiatsoever,  are 
iOenl,  unconstitutional,  and  dero^tory 
ofueri^ts  of  the  crown  and  parliament 
of  Great  Britain. 

2.  **  That  the  resolution  of  the  said  house 
of  representatives  of  the  province  of  Massa- 
chusets Bay,  in  January  last,  to  write  letters 
to  the  several  houses  of  representatives  of 
the  British  colonies  on  the  continent,  desir- 
iog  them  to  join  with  the  said  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  province  of  Massachu- 
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coiooies  io  cases  of  nepcssity,  of  which  they 
were  to  be  judges! 

Lord  Sbelburae  spoke  rather  darkly,  that  he 
tbooght  the  lUfSolatioDS,  if  meant  to  be  geoeral, 
toeffectoal ;  if  lerelled  only  at  Boston  not  im- 
praper. 

When  the  Resolotione  were  agreed  to,  the 
iake  of  Bedford  mofed  his  Address;  which 
was  seopuded  by  lord  Holdernesoe. 

Nobody  much  objected,  but  the  duke  of 
Richmond,  and  he  was  not  very  clear.  He 
teemed  to  think  goreroor  Barnard  might  mis- 
conatriie  that  to  be  treiison  v^bich  was  not  so. 
BuLi  be  was  answered  by  lord  Weymouth,  that 
tVie  ^Tersor  was  only  to  transmit  mformations, 
'sad  whether  the  riot  were  treasonable  or  not 
would  be  jodged  of  here. 

Lord  Shelburne  seemed  to  dislike  the  Ad- 
drm,  and  thought  tlye  administration  negligent 
if  they  b)ui  not  already  sent  over  direchons  to 
take  informations  upon  treasonable  practices,  in 
irbich  no  time  should  be  lost 

He  and  lord  Hilliborough  had  some  sparring 
thoot  the  conduct  of  aroreroor  Barnard. 

The  duke  of  Granon  spoke  as  a  minister 
1<K  maintaining  the  right  of  parliament,  and 
tttt  he  desired  every  body  to  understand  that 
^  these  Resolutions  and  Addresa  parliament 
l^td  precluded  itself  from  respecting  any  of  the 
>cls  for  laying  duties  in  tbe  colonies  for  this 
K»ion. 
Lord  Hillsborough  had  before  declared,  that 
fof  commercial  reasons  he  should  be  for  repeal- 
ing one  of  them,  when  the  point  of  right  was 
'o  longer  in  dispute. 

L^fd  Lytlelton  and  lord  Mansfield  were  not 
^ero '  the  Lord  ChanceUor  was  siletit,  .     . 


sets  Bay,  in  petitions,  which  do  deny,  or 
draw  into  question,  the  right  of  parliament 
to  impose  duties  and  taxes  upon  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  America,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  resolution,  the  writing, 
such  letters,  in  which  certain  late  acts  of 
parliament,  imposing  duties  and  taxes,  are 
stated  to  be  infringements  of  the  rights 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  the  said  prcA 
vince,  are  proceedings  of  a  most  unwar'- 
rentable  and  dangerous  nature,  calculated 
to  inflame  the  nunds  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  the  other  colonies,  tending  to 
create  unlawful  combinations,  repugnant. 
to  the  law6  of  Great  Britam,  andsubver- 
sive  of  the  constitution. 

S.  ^*  That  it  appears  thaf  the  town  o£ 
Boston,  in  the  province  of  Massachusets 
Bay,  has  for  some  time  past  been  in  a 
state  of  great  disorder  and  confusion,  and 
that  the  peace  of  the  said  town  has  at  se» 
veral  tim.es  been  disturbed  by  riots  and  tu« 
mults  of  a  dangerous  nature,  in  which  die 
officers  of  his  Majesty's  revenue  there  have 
been  obstructed,  by  acts  of  violence,  in 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  their  lives, 
endangered. 

4.  *<  That  it  appears,  that  neither  the. 
council  of  the  said  province  of  Massa^ 
chusets  Bay,  ftor  the  ordinary  civil  magis- 
trates, did  exert  their  authority  for  sup- 
pressing  the  said  riots  and  tumults. 

5.  ^*  That  in  these  circumstances  of  the 
province  of  the  Massachusets  Bay,  and  o^ 
the  town  of  Boston,  the  preservation  of 
the  public  peace,  and  the  due  execution 
of  the  laws,  became  impracticable,  without 
the  aid  of  a  military  force  to  support  and 
protect  the  civil  magistrates,  ana  the  of- 
ficers of  his  Majesty's  rev^ue. 

6.  **  That  the  declarations,  resolutions, 
and  proceedings,  in  the  town  meetinas  at 
Boston,  on  the  14th  of  June  and  ISQi  of 
September,  were  illegal  and  unconstitu- 
tional, and  calculated  to  excite  sediti<m 
and  insurrections  in  his  Majesty's  province 
of  Massacl^usets  Bay. 

7.  <<  That  the  appointment,  at  the  town 
meeting  on  the  12tJi  of  September,  of  a 
convention  to  be  held  in  the  town  of 
Boston  on  the  22d  of  that  monUi,  to  con- 
sist of  deputies  from  the  several  towns  and 
districts  in  the  provice  of  the  Massachuseta 
Bay,  and  the  issuing  a  precept  by  the  se- 
lect men  of  the  town  ofBoston,  to  each  of 
the  said  towns  and  districts,  for  the  elec* 


evidently  manifesting 
inhabitants  ,of  the  said  town  of  Soston  to 
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■et  up  ft  neir  and'  uoconstitalioaal  autlio- 
ritVy  lodepeiMlent  of  the  cmim  of  Great 

8.  <<  That  the  eiectiona,  by  several  towns 
ttid  districts  in  the  province  of  Massa- 
chusets  Bay,  of  deputies  to  sit  in  the  said 
convention^  and  Jtne  meeting  of  such  con- 
vention in  conseipience  thereof^  were 
daring  insults  offered  to  his  Majesty's  au- 
thority^ and  audacious  usurpations  of  the 
powers  of  government*'* 

Then  the  following  Address  to  his  Ma- 
]iesty»  was  moved  by  ue  duke  of  Bedford: 

<<  Most  Oracions  Sovereign, . 

^<  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
layal  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tern- 
p<H«l  £and  Commons]  in  parliament  as- 
aembled,  return  your  Majesty  our  humble 
dbanks  for  the  ooanounication  your  Ma- 
jesty has  been  graciously  pleased  to  make 
to  your  parliament  of  several  papers  re- 
lative to  public  transactions  in  your  Ma- 
jesty's province  ef  Massachusets  Bay. 

**  We  beg  leave  to  express  to  your  Ma- 
jesty our  sincere  satisfaction  in  the  mea- 
sures which  your  Majesty  has  pursued  for 
iupporting  Uie  constitution,  and  for  in- 
ducing a  due  obedience  to  the  audiority 
of  the  legiidature;  and  to  give  your  Ma- 
jesty the  strongest  assurances  that  we  will 
e&ctually  stand  by  and  support  your  Ma- 
jesty in  such  fiirther  measures  as  may  be 
Ibund  necessary  to  maintain  the  civil  ma« 
gistiates  in  a  due  execution  of  the  laws 
within  your  Mqesty's  province  of  Massa- 
chusets Bay ;  and  as  we  conceive  that  no« 
thing  can  be  more  immediatciy  necessaryi 
eidisr  for  the  mamteoance  of  your  Mqes- 
ty's  author!^  in  tiie  said  pro^rioce,  or  for 
gwsrdihg  your  Majesty's  subjects  dierein 
ftom  bemg  iisrther  dehided  by  die  arts  of 
wicked  and  designing  men,  ttian  to  pro- 
)Baed  HI  the  nsost  speedy  and  eActual 
■siniar  for  bringing  to  condign  puoiBh- 
aient  the  chief  anthers  and  instigators  of 
the  late  disorders,  we  most  humbly  beeccoh 
ywor  Mnjestjf,  tbiit  you  will  be  graciously 
peaaed  to  direct  your  Majesty's  governor 
of  Maasadiosets  tmy  to  take  the  most  e& 
lisctnal  methods  for  [^ocuriog  thefnllest 
infeniation  that  can  be  obtained  touching 
all  treasons,  or  misprision  of  ti«asoii,  cobh 
aaitted  within  tWa  government  sinee  the 
•Odi  day  of  DecMnber  last,  and  to  trsnamit 
the  same,  togailier  with  tlie  names  of  the 
f^Mona  who  were  most  aptrve  ia  tbe<iom« 
mmmm  of  such  oCpoees,  to  one  of  your 
Majeaty's  prineioal  secretaries  of  etate,  ia 
fposr.  that  yeisr  liajsaty  asay  issiif  n  spe- 
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dai  commission  for  enquiring  of^  hearing, 
and  determining,  the  said  offisnces  witfaio 
this  realm,  pursuant  to  the  prorisiootof 
the  sutute  of  the  35th  year  of  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  the  eighth,*SQ  esse  your 
Majesty  shall,  upon  receiviDg  the  said  in- 
formation, see  sufficient  ground  for  such  i 
proceeding."  | 

The  above  Resolutioos  and  Address 
being  agreed  to  by  [the  Lords,  were  sent 
down  to  the  Conunons  for  their  cobciir* 
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Amnary  25./  Mr.  Alderman  Beekfbrd 
ofered  to  the  Commons  a  Petitioo,  pur- 
porting  to  be  a  petition  of  the  major  part 
of  his  Majesty's  council  of  the  province  of 
Massachnset's  Bay,  signed  Samuel  Dan- 
forth,  president  of  ^e  council,  in  the 
name  of  the  major  part  of  the  cottodl 
aforesaid.  And  it  appearing  to  the  Hmue, 
that  the  said  Petition  was  not  pJEMsed  ini 
legal  assembly  of  the  council  of  bh  Mi* 
jest's  province  of  Massachusef  sBsy,  and 
that  no  person  was,  or  could  be,  autho- 
rised to  sign  the  same,  as  president  of  the 
council  of  the  said  province ;  it  was  or* 
dered,  that  the  said  Petition  be  brought  up| 
notes  a  Petition  of  the  major  part  of  tli 
council  of  his  Majesty's  province  of  Mas* 
sachuset'a  Bay,  but  as  a  Petition  from 
Samud  Danforth,  on  the  behalf  of  thi 
several  individual  members  of  die  said 
council  at  whose  request  he  signed  the 
same.  Then  the  said  Petition  was  brought 
up,  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

<<  That  his  Majesty's  most  dutiful  vA 
loyal  subjects,  the  council  of  thessidpro* 
vinee,  being  rendered  unable,  bj  tks  d» 
solution  of  the  general  ooort,  to  sddrea 
thii  House  in  their  legislattve  capa<iity,  the 
petitioners,  the  major  part  of  the  sstd  coooj 
cil,  the  other  members  livfaig  too  nam 
to  join  with  them,  beg  leave  to  do  it,  ooj 
subject  of  the  greatest  importance,  o<j 
only  to  that  province  and  the  colonies  iq 
general,  but  to  Great  Britain  in  ^icm 
and  huasbly  to  repesent  to  this  HoH 
that  the  first  settUrs  of  New  EngM 
more  attentive  to  rslifflon  thaa  ^wm 
emolument,  {Planted  tnemsehres  in  tN 
country  wfUi  a  view  of  being  secure  M 
religious  imposition,  and  not  with  sny  e^ 
pectations  of  advancing  theirtempora]  ioj 
tereats,  which  the  nature  of  the  soil  M 
bad  them  to  indulge :  and  that  tliey  olH 
tained  a  pntent  of  &at  country  from  m 
Charles  the  Isliwliich  though  vacated  ^ 
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Ae  onhionr  ^^  ^  ^fomes  the  Snd,  re* 
nved  in  toe  present  charter  of  the  pro* 
fioce,  which  was  granted  in  die  succeed- 
ing ^orious  reign  of  king  WilHam  and 
CManr,  who»  by  said  ehartery  con- 
to  uieir  subjects  in  that  prorince 
^vera  important   ri^its    and  privyeges, 
pai^culanv  ril  such  as  are  essentiid  to^ 
Kid  commute  the  peculiar  happiness  of 
BiitiA  subjects^  Ibnaded  in  tiie  innnata- 
bkkws  of  nature  and  reason,  and  insepa- 
nUeftom  the  grand  and  ultimate  end  of 
dl  {Dremment,  the  security  and  welfare 
cfUieflAjecty  and  which  hare  been  en- 
joyed til  of  late  without  intem^tion ;  and 
tatyfron  tfie  length  and  sererity  of  the 
iMtes,  die  inferiority  of  the  soil,  and  die 
giot  labour  necessary  to  subdue  it,  they 
oBderwent  incredible  hardships;  and,  that, 
fcfides  Uie  climate  and  soif,  they  had  to 
contend  with  a  numerous  and  batbarous 
oemj,  whidi  made  frequent  inroads  upon 
tko,  broke  up  their  exterior  settlements, 
nd  several  times,  had  neariy  accompli^ed 
tii^  utter  destruction;  by  means  wnereo^ 
^  were  iffept  in  perpetual  alarms^  and 
^r  country  made  the  scene  of  rapine 
Ad  slaughter ;  and  that  nothing  but  the 
ttost  invincible  fortitude,  animated  by  the 
pindples  of  religion,  and  the  warmest  at- 
KBchment  to  that  ctyfl  liberty  whidi  the 
British  constitution  so  happily  defines  and 
tepures,  coidd  have  enabled  them  to  sns- 
^  the  hardships  and  distresses  that  came 
fon  them  by  niose  causes;  nothing  less 
Imid  have  induced  them  to  persevere  in 
te  settlement  of  a  country,  from  which^ 
a  its  best  estate*  they  had  only  to  expect 
I  scanty  subsistence*  and  that  in  conse- 
mence  of  dieir  unremitted  labour;  and 
Wit,  by  that  labour,  those  hardships  and 
iistresses,  they  not  only  dearly  purchased 
beir  settlements  there,  but  acquired  an 
idditional  titjle*  orer  and  above  their  com- 
MMi  daim  as  men  and  as  British  subjects* 

0  Hie  immunities  and  privileges  granted 
^  by  charter*  and  which  they  have, 
nmsmitte^  to  their  children  and  succes- 
B|r8,  the  pi^esent  inhabitants,  his  Majesty's 
Bthful  subjects'of  that  province ;  and  tnat 
lie  present  ixdiabftanttf,  though  more  hap- 
%  circttrnftanccd  than  their  ancestors* 
ad  though  some  among  them*  especially 

1  the  trying  towns*  may  live  in  affluence, 
n,  from  the  operation  of  the  same  causes* 
le  length  and  severity  of  the  winters*  and 
ie  stubt^oqiness  and  mfertili^  of  the  soil* 
^  now  sible,  with  idl  their  labour  to  obtain 
dt  a  cotnfertaMe*  and  many  of  them  but  a 
ender  support  for  ibeinidv^  $aASmuBm ; 
[VOL.  XVI.] 


dieirdotfchlgyof  wWeh  in  tiiat  cold  climate 
more  is  required  than  otherwise  would  bo 
necessary*  and  which^  some  snail  part 
made  by  themselves  only  excepted,  is 
made  of  the  wo<^ens  and  other  manufac« 
tures  of  Great  Britain*  the  other  necessary 
articles  of  subsistence*  and  the  yearly 
taxes  upon  their  polls*  and  on  their  red 
and  personal  estates,  r^uiring  the  whole^ 
or  nearly  the  whde*  produce  of  theiif 
lands ;  aild  that  by  their  means  his  Ma« 
jesty's  dominions  have  been  enlarged,  his 
subjects  increased,  and  the  trade  en  Great 
Britain  extended*  all  in  a  degree  envied 
by  her  enemies*  and  unexpected  bj  her 
mendS)  and  all  without  any  exnence  tober 
till  the  late  war ;  and  that  in  the  late  war, 
without  recurring  to  ^  formel'  exped^ 
tions  acainst  Canada,  io  the  reduction  of 
^ova  Scotia  in  1710*  to  the  preservation 
of  it  sevend  times  since,  to  tne  conquest 
of  Louisbourgh  with  ils  '^dependent  terri« 
tones  in  H^S*  the  reddition  of  which  was 
esteemed  by  France  an  ample  equivalent 
for' all  her  conquests,  during,  on  her  part, 
a  successful  war*  and  gave  peace  to  Bu- 
rope ;  upon  his  Majesty's  requisitions,  and 
the  requisitions  of  his  rovai  grand&lher* 
tiMs  province  in  the  last  war  yearly  raised 
a  lar^  body  of  troops,  to  assist  in  con« 
junction  witb '  other  colony  troops,  in  re- 
ducing the  French  power  m  America*  tfie 
expence  whereof  was  very  great,  and 
would  have  been  insupportmle*  had  ncfl 
part  of  it  been  refunded  by  parliament* 
from  a  conviction  of  the  inabihty  of  that 
province  to  bear  the  whole ;  and  thfit  th0 
toss  of  men  in  the  several  campaigns  of 
that  war  was  great*  and  to  so  young  a 
country  very  detrimental,  and  could  nol 
be  compensated  by  grants  of  parliament* 
and  to  which  those  mnts  had  no  respect; 
and  that  the  acquisition  of  so  large  a  pari 
of  America  by  bis  Moiesty^s  arms,  thoug^ 
a  ^reat  national  good*  ahd  sreatly  beiie^ 
ficitd  to  the  colonies*  as  tbemy  they  havia 
been  freed  from  the  bosdlities  of  thi|| 
French,  and,  in  a  good  measures  of  t^e  lu'^ 
dians  that  were  under  their  influence,  hU|^ 
in  divers  respects*  operated*  to  die  d^tn« 
ment.of  the  colonies,  particularfy  by%nU 
nishing  the  value  of  .real  estates,  and  draijr* 
ing  thpir  inhabitants  irom  tham,^  tosetilqt 
the  new-acquired  territories ;  and  that  th^ 
said  acquisitions  have  occasioned  new  and 
increasing  dctoaadsfor  the  manufacture 
of  Great  Britun,  and  have  opened  to  het 
sources  of  trade*  greatly  beneficial*  and 
contipually  enlarging^  thebenefits  of  wbTch 
center  iaoersf^imwbi^witiilbaaat* 
[«I3 
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lensiVe  territories  acqiured,  are  fippre- 
hended  to  be  an  ample  equivalent  for  aU 
the  chargefl  of  thie  war  in  America,  and 
for  the  expences  of  defending^  protecting, 
and  securing,  said  territories;  ^pd  that 
that  province  in  particular  is  still  m  debt, 
on  account,  of  the  charge  incurred  by  the 
late  war ;  and  that  tfie  yearly  taxes,  ex- 
cepting the  present  year,  on  which  no 
public  tax  has  been  yet  laid,  by  reason  of 
general  valuation  through  the  province, 
which  could  not  be  completed  before  the 
dissolution  of  the  late  eeneral  assembly, 
but  which  wOl  probably  be  resumed  when 
a  new  assembly  shall  be  called;  and 
that  the  yearly  taxes  upon  the  people 
for  lessenme  said  debt,  though  not  so 
great  as  durms  the  war,  are  nevertheless 
with  more  difficulty  paid,  by  reason  of 
the  ^eater  scarcity  of  money  in  the 
colonies,  owing  to.  the  balance  of  their 
trade  with  Great  Britain  bebg  against 
them,  which  balance,  exclusive  of  the 
operation  of  the  several  acts  of  parliament, 
taxing  the  colonies,  by  laying  certain  du- 
ties for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue 
from  them,  drains  them  of  their  mon^,  to 
the  great  embarrassment  of  their  trade,  the 
only  source  of  it ;  and  that  that  embar- 
rassment is  much  mcreased  by  the  late  re- 
gulations of  trade,  and  by  the  Tax  Acts 
aforesaid,  which  draw  immediately  from 
trade  the  money  necessary  to  support  it, 
on  the  support  whereof  the  payment  of 
the  balance  aforesaid  depends;  and  that 
the  said  Tax  Aets,  cmerating  to  the  de- 
triment of  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  must 
likewise  operate  to  the  detriment  of  Great 
Britain,  by  disabling  the  colonists  from 
paying  the  debt  due  to  hei^  and  by  laying 
them  under  a  necessity  of  using  less  of  her 
manu&ctures ;  and  that,  by  the  use  and 
consumption  of  the  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain,  which  are  virtually  charged  with 
most  of  the  taxes  that  take  place  there, 
the  colonies  pay  no  inconsiderable  part  of 
those  taxes;. and  that,  by  several  acts  of 
parliament,  ^  the  colonies  are  restrained 
from  importing  most  of  the  commodities 
Of^  Europe,^  unless  from  Great  Britain, 
which  occasions  her  manufactures,  and  all 
commodities  coming  from  her,  to  be  dearer 
charged,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  tax  upon 
them ;  and  that  the  colonies  are  prohibited 
sending  to  foreign  markets  many  valuable 
articles  of  their  produce,  which  giving  tq 
Crreat  Britain  an  advantage  in  the  price 
of  them,  i^  a  proportionable  and  a  further 
ts^  upoh  the  Colonies ;  and  that  the  ex- 
fdijtg  of  the  colonies,  all  their,  gold  and 


silver,  and  their  whole  powers  oftemit- 
tance,  &11  short  of  the  char^  vdue  of 
what  they  import  from  Great  Britain;  and 
that,  if  it  be  considered  what  difficultiei 
the  colonies  encountered  on  their  first  set- 
tlement; their  havinff  defended  them- 
selves. Nova  Scotia  and  Georgia  except- 
ed, without  any  expence  to  Great  Britain; 
the  assistances  given  by  them  in  the  kti 
war,  whereby  the  empire  of  Great  Britsia 
is  so  greatly  extendea,  and  its  trade  pro- 
portionably  increased ;  the  diminutioo  of 
the  value  of  their  estates,  and  the  emigre 
tion  of  their  inhabitants,  occasioned  bj 
that  extension ;  the  loss  of  men  in  the  said 
war,  pecoliariy  detrimental  to  young  coon- 
tries;  the  taxes  on  them  to  support  their 
own  internal  government;  the  snare  thejf 
pay  of  the  duties  and  taxes  in  Britsdn,  b j 
the  consumption  of  British  manafiictureB 
for  which  such  valuable  returns  are  made; 
the  restraints  upon  their  trade,  equivaleot 
to  a  tax ;  the  balance  of  trade  continually 
against  them,  and  their  conseqnent  inabi- 
lity to  pajT  the  duties  laid  b^  the  actt 
aforesaid :  if  those  facts  be  coflpidered,thft 
petitioners  conceive  it  must  appear,  thit 
nis  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  colonies  havs 
been,  and  are,  at  least  as  much  burthen  * 
as  those  in  Great  Britain ;  and  that  tbe 
are,  whilst  in  America,  moreadvantageoi 
to  Great  Britain,  than  if  they  were 

Slanted  thither,  and  subjected  to  all 
uties  and  taxes  paid  there :  and  that 
petitioners  beg  leave  to  lay  their  represe&< 
tation  before  Uiis  House ;  humbly  pray'~ 
a  favourable  considerati<m  of  it;  and 
the  charter  rights  and  privileges  of 
people  of  that  province,  and  their  inval 
ble  liberties  as  Briti^^  subjects,  may 
secured  to  them ;  and  that  the  several 
of  parliament  made  for  the  purpose 
raisme  a  revenue  in  America,  he  ^ 
pealecL'' 

Tlie  question  being  put,  that  the  sail 
Petition  be  referred  to  the  committee 
the  whole  House,  to  whom  it  is  reft 
to  consider  further  of  the  several  pa] 
which  were  presented  to  the  House, 
the  lord  North,  upon  the  28th  of  N 
last,  the  7th  of  Dec.  laat,  and  the  20th 
this  instant   January,    by  his  Majest] 
command :  the  House  divided ;  Yeas  7 
Noes  laS.    So  it  passed  in  the  negativi 
And  the  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upr 
the  table* 

January  26.  Sir  George  Saville  pr< 
sented  a  Petition  from  William  Boll^ 
esq.,  of  Boston^  in  the  province  of  Muh 
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diusetto  Bay :  prayiDg,  Tfaat  the  concuN 
rence  of  the  Commons,  in  the  Resolutions 
ind  Address  Gommanicated  by  Uie  Lords 
It  a  cooferencey  may  not  take  place.  On 
the  question  bang  pat.  That  tne  Petition 
be  brought  up,  a  lonff  debate  ensued.  It 
was  argued  br  the  Ministry  that  it  was 
veiy  long,  ana  would  take  up  much  time 
to  read  twice  over;  that  it  contained  law 
arguments,  which  the  House  were  not 
g<Md  judges  of,  and  that  it  was  presented 
at  an  unusual  time,  bemg  whilst  a  resolu- 
tion ooly  of  the  House  was  debating. 

The  Opposition  had  dearly  the  advan- 
tage m  argument;  the  length  of  a  peti- 
tioo  being  no  reason  against  the  complaiiit 
of  iiebject  reaching  3ie  Commons,  who 
alcne  ocrald  redress  the  evil ;  that  the  ar- 
{OQients  it  contained  could  be  no  objec- 
tioo,  if  good  ones ;  if  bad  ones  the  House 
voald  pay  no  sort  of  attention  to  them, 
aid  that  no  time  was  so  proper  to  petition 
85  when  a  grievance  was  wout  to  affect 
the  subject  by  resolutions.    The  right  of 
the  subject  to  petition  was  indisputable, 
the  Petition  was  regular  in  every  respect, 
and  the  particular  time  it  was  presented, 
(he  onl^  time  it  could  have  any  effect.  On 
the  division,  there  appeared  for  the  minis- 
try  136,agBm6t  105. 

ITie  grand  debate  then  commenced  on 
the  North  American  Afiairs.    The  pre- 
ceding   Resolutions   and    Address,  senti 
iowu  from  the  Lords,  were  produced;  and  , 
ihe   coDcnirrence  of  the  Commons  was 
Qoved  thereon.     The  debate  was  very 
ine  indeed.    Lord  North,  the  Attorney 
tnd  Solicitor  General,   Mr.  Price,  Mr. 
iassej,  Mr.  Dyson,  were  for  the  ques- 
ion ;  sir  George  Saville,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
^owdeawell,    colonel    Barr6,    and    Mr. 
irenville^  Mr.  Beckford,  Mr.  Fuller,  and 
pernor  Pownall,  against  it. 
Id  the  course  of  this  debate. 
Governor  Faomall  went   into  a   par- 
icuiar    examination    of  the  Resolutions 
1  the  light  of  a  bill  of  indictment  pro- 
wed  to  be  found  by  a  grand  inquest. 
Icf  shewed  that  the  charge  contained  in 
b  first  Resolution  went  upon  a  total  mi»- 
ie  of  the  evidence  brougnt  to  support  it, 
3  gross  as  to  accuse  the  House  of  Repre- 
^tatives  at  Boston,  of  coming  to  a  po- 
^e  resolution  which  had   received  its 
^tive  in  that  very  House,  and  was  not 
pon  their  journals,  although  the  resolu- 
te prapcaed  by  the  House  of  Commons 
^ferred  to  it  as  if  really  there  existing : 
lat  the  charge  brought  against  the  coun- 

Iand  rsttfiirtnitff  in  the  third  aQd-fourtb* 
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that  thc7  ^^  abandoned  the  town  to  riotr^ 
which  contbued  for  a  considerable  time; 
was  not  a  true  bill— for  the  riot  was  a 
sudden,  unpremeditated,  temporary  affray, 
and  over  before  the  nu^trates  could  in« 
terpose,  and  that  they  did  afterwards  enter 
into  .an  enquiry  of  the  causes  and  authors. 
of  those  disoraers;  on  the  seventh  and 
eighth  resolutions,  charging  the  people  of 
the  province  with  conspiring  to  usurpa- 
tions of  the  powers  or  government  and 
the  setting  up  of  new  and  unconstitutional 
authority  independent  of  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain  by  "  issuing  writs"  to  call 
a  convention  of  the  states.  He  shewed 
that  those  who  drew  this  Resolution,  did 
not  know  what  a  writ  was— he  shewed 
what  a  writ  was,  by  producing  the  form  of 
one  as  settled  bv  the  law  of  Siat  country, 
and  confirmed  here  by  the  crown — he  al- 
lowed that  if  the  select-men  of  BostonJiad 
issued  writs,  it  would  have  been  an  usur- 
pation, if  not  treasonable — Having  so  far 
convinced  the  ministry-gentlemen,  that 
their  charse  was  false  so  as  that  they  with- 
drew it,  by  lord  North's  proposing  to 
amend  this  resolution  with  the  words 
*<  writing  letters,*'  instead  of  the  worda 
**  issuing  writs."  Governor  Pownall 
shewed  that  the  select-men  were  autho- 
rized by  the  laws  of  their  country,  con- 
firmed by  the  crown,  to  write  such  letters, 
desiring  other  towns  to  appoint  commit- 
tees to  convene  with  their  committee. 
He  then  shewed  that  the  draughtsmen  of 
those  proposed  resolutions  had  equally 
misunderstood,  from  total  ienorance,  the 
nature  of  the  committees  which  met,  when 
they  called  them  deputies,  and  considered 
the  *^  convention  of  such  committees" 
which  was  warranted  by  law,  as  a  **  con« 
vention  of  states,"  which  would  have 
been  treasonable — he  shewed  what  were 
deputies,  what  committees— and  not  only 

i'ustified  the  meeting  of  the  conventioui^ 
mt  approved  their  conduct  when  met  as 
highly  meritorious. 

Mr.  Vinson  endeavoured  to  parry  hia 
first  objection  to  the  first  resolution,  by 
referring  to  the  amendment  respecting  the 
date  of  the  assembly's  resolve.  But  the 
governor  still  insisted  that  there  was  **  no 
such  resolve  existing ;"  however  they  sa- 
tisfied themselves  with  this  alteration,  and 
put  the  question. ' 

Lord  Barringtan  also,  with  a  degree  of 
warmth  and  passion  not  usual,  endeavoured 
to  defend  governor  Bernard's  fetters  and 
the  official  resolves. 

Mr.  Surki  said,  that  the  gentleman  whd 
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made  tihe  •bjfsction  had  inrialed  **  UuH 
tiiere  was  do  such  resolTe  aa  the  reiolutioii 
brought  its  charge  agamst,*'  and  hoped 
the  ministry  would  not  draw  tfie  House  of 
ICommons  *^  into  a  positive  error  in  fact.*' 
They  endeavoured  tp  explain  this  away^buti 

Mr.  GrcnviUe  ^ot  up  and  saidi  tnit  this 
was  a  short  question,  between  the  gentle- 
pan  who  bad  made  the  obje^on  and  the 
iniaistry ;  if  there  was  any  such  resolu- 
tion pn  the  journals  of  the  Bostop  Aa- 
aembly  he  desired  it  might  be  read. 
Others  called  out  *  read,  read.'  This 
threw  the  whole  bench  of  ministen  and 
plerks  into  a  most  ridiculous  confusion,  as 
^ey  could  noC,  when  now  called  upon  in 
^e  face  of  the  House,  find  any  such : 
the  business  of  the  House  stood  still ;  one 
side  laughing,  the  other  side  in  the  most 
shameful  perolexity,  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  oour«  Under  this  state  of 
perplexity,  .     . 

Mr.  Baker  moved  that  the  House 
fhould  adjourn,  to  give  the  gentlemen  time 
to  produce  their  evidence. 

Governor  Pawnall  then  shewed  them 
how  their  mistake  arOie ;  but  as  they  were 
pot  willing  to  own  it,  they  rested  on  Mr. 
IDyson's  amendment.  And  the  chorus- 
inen,  who  at  proper  times  call  for  the 
ijuestion,  helped  them  out  at  this  dead 
lift,  by  an  mcessant  reci^itive  of  the 
words,  '^  Question,  question,  question." 

At  length,  at  four  o'clocJc  in  the  mor- 
iiing,  the  whole  House  in  confusion,  laugh- 
ing,  &c.  the  Resolutions  and  Address  were 

a  reed  to.  Upon  which  a  member  remark- 
,  it  was  indecent  to  bring  us  resolves 
ready  cut  and  dried,  only  for  the  drudeer^ 
of  passing  them :  it  was  indecent  to  oo  it 
in  the  confused  manner  we  did  it :  it  was 
jndece&t  to  do  it  without  evidence,  and 
Jiighly  so  to  answer  all  arguments  with 
«•<  The  question  1  the  question !" 

.  Kotwithstanding  the  powerful  majority 
by  which  these  Kesolutions  and  the  Ad- 
dress were  carried  through,  no  measures 
were  ever  opposed  with  more  firmness,  nor 
90  subject  more  ably  discussed,  than  this 
WHS  tlnrough  the  kuig  course  of  debate 
with  whi^  it  was  attended.  Ae  both 
the  right  and  the  propriety  of  American 
taxation,  were  brought  within  this  dis« 
cussion,  the  arguments  under  these  heads 
liave  already  been  given,  on  the  occasion 
irf^laying  on,  and  of  the  repeal  of  the  stamp 
duties.  New  ^ound  was  however  taken, 
'  upon  the  inutihty  of  the  late  revenue  laws, 
thbir  inea^edienicy,  the  AwMHres  piaMed 
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by   admanislratkm  fir   the 
tnem,  and  Borne  parts  of  the 

It  was  sakl,  that  the  inutili^  of  tbo^ 
laws  was  so  evident,  that  the  ninialiavBdii 
not  even  pretend  to  support  theasuposi  tfHt 
ground,  but  rested  their  defence  upon  th| 
expediency  of  estaMudiing  the  ngiht  i 
taxation.  That  this  r^ht  had  been  sdi^ 
ciently  establidied,  and  the  dignit|f  aai 
supreme  authority  of  the  l^iaUitaiie  pi^ 
perly  asserted,  by  the  declaratory  act  d 
the  6th  of  his  present  Ma{es^,  aa  wctt  m 
by  amultitude  of  revenue  lawB  passed  in  tbs 
former  reigns,  and  even  in  tni&  Ttess 
laws  answered  all  the  good  pnipoees  Af 
which  the  late  law  is  pretended  to  has| 
been  passed,  at  the  same  time  they  «xdlri 
no  alarm,  and  did  not  drag  after  then  «(r 
part  of  that  long  train  of  evils,  of  wUri^ 
the  late  act  had.  already  been  prodnctii^ 
That  with  all  the  consequencea  of  As 
Stamp  Act  before  their  eyes,  a  full  conri^ 
tion  of  which  (or  at  least  anreteooeiif 
such  a  conviction)  induced paninmsnt  thi 
year  before  to  repeal  it^  and  that  tiaa* 
quillity  at  least  had  been  the  conneqaepei 
of  that  repeal,  wantonly  to  make  anodicr 
experiment  of  the  same  nature  less  ^ 
ductive^  of  revenue,  but  more  wexatuni 
in  its  mode,  and  more  pemicioua  in  ill 
effects,  than  the  former,  was,  to  call  it 
no  worse,  such  a  degree  of  ahaurdity  # 
could  scarcely  be  equalled  THatloaU 
with  all  the  destructiveconseqnencea  wUA 
could  attend  the  most  general  andos^ 
prehensive  tax  upon  America,  dieaa  Ism 
in  fact  only  taxed  the  mother  coontiys 
and  that  the  laying  of  duties  upon  BrlA 
commodities  and  manufiictnres  landed  M 
the  colonies,  was  in  efiect,  granting  pr^ 
miums  to  excite  the  industry  of  the  Aai^ 
ricans,  and  to  pdt  them  upon  raiaing  ikt 
one,  and  rivallmg  us  in  tke  other,  h 
these  censures  the  Rockin^iaas  and  Gses- 
ville  parties  (supposed  on  this  point  Cobe 
irreconcilable)  entirely  united.  Ifalf 
urged,  that  admittiog  the  repeal  of  dli 
Stamp- Act  to  have  been  an  imoroper  ass^ 
sure,  yet,  from  the  mofaent  of  thai  rspsA 
the  nolii^  of  the  mother  oouatiy  wai  ^ 
terea,  thou^  her  rights  were  not  abridgsi 
An  attempt  to  tax  the  coiooiea  no  loMV 
stood  upon  its  ancient  fi>otisgef  wisooa 
and  practicability.    * 

That  it  was  now  the  mode*  with  thaa 
who  had  been  the  original  canse  of  all  tkt 
present  disorders  in  America,  to  ^^l^is^■lf 
the  people  there  as  neariv  in  a  stateofr^ 
bellion,  and  thus  artfidrjr  endeavoor  It 
Budfia  *^  tiania  <tf  the  aiiiiisi*y  thaii^ 
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iiooal  ciine^  «n4  U  p?i»iiad«  nil  IMW* 
cause  tlie  pe«ple»  a^ntVatedl  1^  •  Mrki 
of  bloDikri   and  nufmBB^goKieDts,  «i4 
^mboUeaed  bjr  llie  wetktteifl  and  idooa- 
Mteacj  of  i^emBieoti  hnre  shewn  their 
jmpatieiioe  ip  the  ceouoiaaion  of  le? end 
irregular  and  v«ry  indefeiieibk  acts^  Uiat 
thej  wattt  to  throw  oiFthoooliiority  of  the 
Bother  coOQftqr.    Thm  indeed  it  w«i  too 
true,  that  popular  prc||odioes  were   very 
dngeiticttly  flseddled  with,  and  that  there- 
fore all  wwe  goremmente  made  great  al* 
lovtueei  for  themy  and  when  there  wae  a 
neciM^  of  coanteracting  theniy  alwajs 
4id  it  with  the  greatest  art  and  caatioo^ 
Tbt  the  temper  of  Uie  Americans,  in  thu 
fSfect,  was  well  known  from  the  former 
tntf ;  hot  what  means  were  used  to  soften 
A;  or  to  dispose  theila  more  fiivourably  to 
ibk  operiment?  A  number   of  duties 
irefe  bid  on,  wfaieh  derire  their  eonse- 
^uence  oidj  from  their  odiousnem   and 
the  misehie&  they  have  produced;  and 
•a  army  of  custom-house  officers,  who 
from  their  noveky,  an  opinion  that  the 
ttaes  weie  only  created  ror  tliem^  p»  In- 
<ieed  they  Could  scarcely  aasi^er  any  other 
piirpoaey  and  from  many   other  oircum- 
itanoes,    were,  if  possible,   mere  odious 
thsn  the  duties,  were  sent  to  collect  thtm* 
That  this  measure,  as  might  have  been  ok- 
peoed,  not  having  proved  sufficient   to 
eitablieh  the  success  of  the  experiment, 
another  army,  still  more  odious,  and  much 
more  dangerous,  was  sent  to  enforce  it. 
It  was  saui,  that  some  of  those  who  were 
the  framers,  or  under  whose  auspices  these 
duties  had  been  laid  on,  were  themselves 
the  sealotts  supporters,  and  at  the  head  of 
that  opinion,   which   totally  denied  the 
tight  in  the  legiahiture  of  any  taxation  in 
America ;  that  their  names  had  been  held 
^  m  the  colonies  as  objects  of  the  highest 
YeaoatioD,   and  their   aiguments   were 
usde  the  foundation  of  whatever  was  there 
Qoderstood  to  be  constitutional  writine  or 
mddng :  was  it  then  to  be  wondered  at, 
toat  the  Americans,  with  such  authorities 
to  support  them  in  Opiaione,  which  were, 
in  the  highest  dearee,  flattering  to  their 
BBportance,  shouk^  in  that  warmth  of  ima- 
gination, By  into  the  greatest   eztrava- 
lancies  upon  a  direct  tmd  immediate  vio- 
ation  of  what  they  were  taught  to  con- 
sider as  their  most  undoubted  and  inva- 
luable rights  I  or  ean  we  be   surprized, 
that  such  uoacoonnti^de  oontradictionabe- 
tmeen  language  ind  conduct,  ahoold  pro- 
duce the  unhapmr  ooDsequenoei  which  we 


HwH  part  of  the  Addsem  which  pro. 
poMd  the  bringing  (rf*  delinquents  Aom' 
the  province  of  Massachusets,  to  be  tried 
at  a  tribunal  in  this  kii^dom,  for  crimen 
euoposed  to  be  comraitt^  there,  met  with 
still  greater  opposition  than  the  resolves, 
and  underwent  many  severe  animadver- 
sions. Such  a  prooeodiop  wal  said  to  be 
totally  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  con- 
stitution. A  man  charged  with  a  crime, 
is,  by  the  laws  of  Engtend,  usually  tried 
in  the  countv  in  which  he  is  said  to  have 
committed  the  ofence,  that  the  circum- 
stances of  his  crime  may  foe  more  dearijr 
examined,  and  that  the  knowledge  whidh 
the  jurors  thereby  receive  of  his  general 
diameter,  and  of  the  credibility  of  the 
witnesses,  might  assist  them  in  prdooune- 
ing,  with  a  greater  degree  of  certaiDtv, 
upon  his  innocence  or  guilL  That  m  loo 
constitution,  from  a  conviction  of  its  uti- 
lity, has  secured  this  mode  of  trial  to 
every  subject  in  England,  under  what 
colour  of  justice  can  he  be  deprived  of  it 
by  going  to  America  I  Is  his  ufe,  ha$  for- 
tune, his  happiness,  or  his  character,  lesa 
estimaiiAe  in  the  eye  of  the  law  there,  than 
here  i  Or,  are  we  to  mete  our  differeril 
portaoos  o€  lustice  to  British  aubjects, 
which  are  to  lessen  in  degree^  in  propor- 
tion to  their  distance  from  the  capital  ?  If 
an  American  has  violated  the  laws  fay  a 
orime  committed  there,  let  him  be  tried 
there  for  the  offence ;  but  let  him  not  be 
torn  above  3,000  miles  from  his^family, 
his  friends,  his  business,  and  his  conneo- 
tions;  from  every  assistance,  countenance^ 
comfort,  and  counsel,  necessary  tosuppost 
a  man  under  such  trying  and  unhappy 
circumstances,  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  wno 
are  not,  in  reality,  his  peers,  who  are  pro- 
bably prejudiced,  and  who  may  perhapa 
think  tnemselves  in  some  degree  interest- 
ed against  him. 

It  was  said,  that  it  would  be  difficult  tm 
the  last  degree,  if  not  utterly  impossible, 
for  the  accuseds  person  to  bring  over  the 
necessary  evidence  for  his  vindication, 
though  be  were  entirely  innocent ;  that  it 
would  require  a  very  affluent  fortune  to 
bring  from  Boston  to  London  all  the  wit* 
nesses  who  would  be  indispensably  requK 
site ;  that  many  others  may  be  thought 
essential  at  the  time,  who  were  not  so,  and 
who  would  add  equally  to  the  expence, 
and  others  overlooked  or  forgot,  who 
might  be  of  the  greatest  consequeneei; 
that  he  must  also  bring  reputable  persons 
to  testi^  the  general  tenor  of  his  conduel 
and  bohariour,  thouglh  they  cqoU»  po^* 
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haps,  ^ve  no  evidence  as  to  the  particular 
fkct  with  which  he  was  charged.  That, 
on  the  other  side,  the  witnesses  against 
him,  supported  hy  the  countenance  and 
protection  of  government^  maintained  at 
the  national  expence,  and  sure  of  a  com- 
pensation for  their  loss  of  time,  besides, 
perhaps,  the  hopes  of  future  reward  and 
provision,  would  not  only  be  easily  col- 
lected, but  that  it  was  to  be  feared  too 
many  would  think  it  an  eligible  employ- 
ment, and  become  eager  candidates  tor  it. 

That  in  this  situation,  charged  with  a 
crime  against  the  authority  of  the  mother 
country,  the  judges  who  are  to  determine 
his  fate,  are  the  people  against  whom  he 
is  supposed  to  have  transgressed;  those 
who  nave  constructed  the  act  with  which 
he  is  charged,  into  a  crime,  whose  pas* 
sions  are  heated,  and  who  are  at  once 
parties,  accusers,  and  judges.  That  if  he 
IS  even  ^acquitted,  the  coniequence  will 
probably  be  his  total  ruin,  as,  independent 
of  the  great  loss  of  time  that  will  attend 
the  prosecution,  few  fortunes  will  be  able 
to  bear  the  consequent  expences;  to  say 
nothing  of  the  loss  of  health,  and  the  num- 
berless vexations  and  oppressive  circum- 
stances that  will  attend  so  long  a  confine- 
ment,  in  a  vain  struggle  between  the  im* 
potence  of  weakness,  and  the  coercive 
exertions  of  power.  Thus,  it  was  said, 
that  the  life,  fortune,  and  character,  of 
every  man  who  had  the  misfortune  to  be- 
come obnoxious  to  the  governor  of  a  pro- 
vince, would,  in  some  degree,  lie  at  his 
disposal ;  as  pretences  on  which  to  found 
«  charge  could  never  be  wanting,  and  the 
sort  otevidence  necessary  to  give  a  colour 
to  the  prosecution,  might  be  easily  found. 

It  was  represented  as  a  strange  mea- 
sure, i^on  tliis  occasion,  to  drac  out  of 
the  oblivion  in  which  it  had  so  long  de- 
servedly lain,  and  in  which  it  should  have 
continued  for  ever  buried,  an  obsolete 
law,  which  was  passed  in  one  of  our  most 
cruel  and  tyrannical  reigns,  only  to  answer 
a  temporary  and  arbitrary  purpose.  That 
our  constitution  was  not  then,  in  any  de- 
gree, defined ;  that,  such  as  it  was,  it  con- 
tinually underwent  every  flagrant  viola- 
tion, which  the  whim  or  cruelty  of  a  ca- 
pricious tyrant  was  capable  of  directing ; 
that  it  would  be  much  to  our  honour,  if 
many  of  the  public  acts  of  that  reign  could 
be  totally  forgotten:  and  that  it  was 
hoped,  that  no  part  of  the  line  of  public 
conduct  then  pursued,  would  be  proposed 
as  a  model  for  the  present  times.  It  was 
observed^  that  we  had  not  a  colony  exist- 


ing at  the  time  of  passing  that  law ;  that 
they  consequently  could  not  be  intended 
by  It,  and  that  an  attempt  now  tocompre* 
hend  them  in  it,  was  not  more  oppressive 
to  them  than  dsmgerous  to  us.  But  if  thii 
Address,  taken  in  one  view,  presented  a 
very  disadvantageous  idea  of  the  equity 
and!^  moderation  of  our  government,  in 
another  view  it  reflected  no  less  on  the 
wisdom  of  the  British  parliament  They 
contended  that  the  execution  of  the  pro- 
ject was  utterly  impossible ;  nay,  that  it 
never  was  intended  to  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution ;  that  therefore  it  could  serve  do 
other  purpose,  than  to  furnish  matter  to 
the  leaders  of  sedition  in  the  colonies,  far- 
ther to  exasperate  the  populace,  without 
conveying  any  sort  of  terror,  which  might 
check  them  in  their  dangerous  practices. 

Such  were  some  of  the  arguments  made 
use  6f  in  the  course  of  these  debates,  bj 
those  who  did  not  approve  of  the  late  Bod 
present  measures  pursued  in  regard  to  oar 
colonies,  and  who,  of  course,  opposed  the 
Resolutions  and  Address  in  qnesdoo. 
Many  of  the  most  forcible  of  thne  argu- 
ments were  but  little,  if  at  all  replied  to 
on  the  other  side ;  nor  was  the  utilitj  nor 
expediency  of  the^  late  revenue  laws  much 
defended.  The  ministers  (from  whaterer 
cause)  were  even  unusually  cold  and  iao« 
guid,  in  the  support  of  the  Resolutions, 
and  the  Address  which  they  had  proposed 
for  executing  the  law  of  Henry  8;  and 
when  thev  were  asked,  with  a  decree  of 
insult,  which  of  them  would  own  himself 
the  adviser  of  that  measure,  they  sererailf 
declined  to  adopt  it.  ITie  ground  princi- 
pally  and  most  ably  taken  to  justifj  the 
taxes  objected  to,  as  well  as  to  shew  the 
propriety  of  the  measures  now  under  coo- 
sideratton,  was  the  violent  conduct  of  the 
Americans ;  which  put  government  under 
a  necessity  of  using  methods,  however  dis- 
agreeable to  itselT,  absolutely  necessarj 
for  the  support  of  its  dignity,  and  of  the 
legislative  authority. 

It  was  said,  that  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp 
Act,  instead  of  producing  the  hoped-for 
efiects  of  gratitude,  for  the  tender  consi- 
deration shewn  to  their  supposed  dis- 
tresses, and  of  a  due  submission  to  goveip- 
ment,  had,  on  the  contrary,  operated  in 
such  a  manner  on  the  licentiousness  of  the 
Americans,  that  it  became  highlv  neces' 
sary  to  establish  some  mark  of  their  de- 
pendance  on  the  mother  country.  Jljjf 
the- late  duties,  so  much  complained  w, 
were,  for  one  of  the  xeasons  now  objected 
to  them,  the  sniaUnesK  of  their  £rodiKe^ 
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cboien  ii  siiiBcient  to  aoBwer  that  pur- 
90*069  at  the  same  time  that  they  were  the 
e^ttt  oppressive  that  could  be  thought  of, 
ir^re  not  internal  taxes,  and  that  their 
wliole  produce  was  to  be  applied  to  tlie 
mpport  of  their  own  civil  establishments, 
XThat  the  republican  principles,  and  licen- 
doQs  disposition  of  toe  inhabitants  of  the 
province  of  Massachusets  Bay,  bemg  ope* 
rsUed  upon  by  some  fiictious  and  design* 
inff  men  amon^  them,  broke  out  into  acts 
orthe  most  daring  insolence,  and  the  most 
outrageous^  violence,  which  sufficiently 
Viewed  the  original  necessity  of  making 
tbem  sensible  m  their  depenclence  on  the 
British  legislature ;  that  by  the  language 
lidd  foru,  and  the  writings  published 
iunoDg  them,  they  seemed  rather  to  con- 
aider  Uieoiselves  as  members  of  an  inde- 
pendent state,  than  as  a  colony  or  pro* 
wnce  bdonging  to  this  country. 

That  from  the  ill-judged  system  upon 
which  the  government  of  that  province 
'liad  been  originally  established,  the  coun- 
eil  was  appointed  by  tbe  assembly,  and  the 
fprand  juries  are  elected  by  the  townships ; 
mo  that  these  factious  men  havins  got  a 
fireat  lead  in  the  assembly,  and  being 
themselves  the    rulers    of  the    popular 
phrenzy,  guided  and  directed  as  they  liked 
the  whole,  civil  government;  so  that  all 
justice  and  order  were  at  an  end,  where- 
cver  their  interests  or  passions  were  con- 
cerned.   That  in  these  circumstances,  the 
populace  freed  from  all  legal  restraints, 
and  those  that  should  have  been  the  sup- 
porters of  government,  and  the  oonserva- 
tors  of  the  public  peace,  setting^hemselves 
the  first  example  of  contempt  to  the  one, 
and  giving  every  private  encouragement 
to  the  breach  of  the  other,  proceeded  at 
length  to  the  commission  of  such  acts  as, 
if  not  now  deemed  downright  rebellion, 
would  In  other  times  have  been  judged  and 
punished  as  such ;  and  which,  in  any  con- 
struction of  the  term,  can  be  considered 
but  Tery  little  short  of  it.    Tliat  ifwas 
tfaoD  high  time  for  government  to  inter- 
fere, and  effectually  to  curb  disorders, 
which,  if  sufiered  to  proceed  any  farther, 
could  no  lonoer  be  considered  by  that 
name :  that  the  example  set  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston,  and  the  rash  and  daring 
measure  adopted  by  their  assembly,  of 
•ending  circular  letters  to  the  other  colo- 
nies, had  already  produced  a  ffreat  effect ; 
and  if  not  checked,  was  likely  to  set  the 
whole  continent  in  a  flame ;  that  accord- 
ingly some  ships  of  war  and  troops  were 
ll»t  to  Boftooj  who,  without  bloodshed, 


or  coming  to  any  violent  extremity,  re- 
stored order  andquiet  to  that  province. 

That  nothing  but  the  most  spirited  and 
vigorous  resolutions,  supported  by.  a  suc- 
cession of  measures  equally  firm  and  vi- 
gorous, could  bring  the  colonies  to  a  pro- 
per sense  of  their  duty,  and  of  their  de- 
pendence upon  the  supreme  legislature.. 
That  the  spirit  which  prevailed  in  Boston, 
was  so  totally  subversive  of  all  order  and 
civil  government,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
magistrates  had  left  so  little  room  for  any 
hope  of  their  properiy  fulfilling  their  duty, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  present  fer^ 
ment,  that  it  became  absolutely  necessary 
to  revive  and  put  in  execution  that  law  of 
Henry  8,  by  which  the  king  is  empowered 
to  appoint  a  dommission  in  England,  for 
the  trial  there  of  any  of  his  subjects  guilty- 
of  treason  in  any  part  of  the  world.  That 
unless  this  measure  was  adopted,  the  most- 
flagrant  acts  of  treason  and  rebeUion  might 
be  openly  committed  in.that  province  with 
the  greatest  impunity,  as  the  civil  power' 
was  neither  disposed,  nor  could  take  cog- 
nizance of  them.  That  the  persons  who 
were  guilty  of  these  crimes,  and  who  had 
alrea^  caused  so  much  trouble  and  con* 
fusion,  were  no  objects  of  compassion,  for 
any  particular  circumstances  of  expence 
or  trouble  that  might  attend  this  mode  of 
bringing  them  to  justice,  which  were  only> 
to  be  considered  as  a  small  part  of  the  pu* 
nishment  due  to  their  crimes:  that  it. was 
ungenerous  to  suppose,  that  government, 
would  make  an  improper  use  of  this  law 
by  the  harassing  of  innocent  persons; 
and  that  there  was  no  reason  to  question 
the  integrity  or  the  impartiality  of  our  jus- 
tice. Indeed  they  observed,  that  it  was 
rather  unlikely  the  act  would  be  executed 
at  all;  as  th^  were  in  hopes  that  such  a 
seasonable  shew  of  so  much  vigour  and 
lenity,  would  operate  to  bring  the  people 
of  the  colonies  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  ioA 
to  a  cessation  froaa  their  former  seoitioua 
practices.  Such  were  the  arguments  and 
hopes  of  administration  in  proposing,  and 
of  parliament  in  adopting  this  system.* 

Feb.  8.  The  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee concerning  North  American  idBEurs 
was  brought  up* 

Mr.  Rose  Fuller  proposed  an  amend- 
ment upon  the  Address,  and  spoke  long 
and  well.  A  debate  ensued,  in  which  the 
arguments  were  the  same  as  before. 

Governor  Pawnail  repeated  his  objec- 

*  Bcs  Anoual  Register,  170P,  p.  £i. 
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^nd  any  opposition  by  forceor  alms  \ 
^  have  contmued,  and  do  continue, 
^  ^e  duties,  'What  is-  there  for  -  the 

*  to  do  ?  However  the  people  may 
K  in  these  poiota,  in  fact,  the  troops 
ever  convert  them  to  the  opinion  of 
ght  ' 

>d  here  I  cannot  withhold  an  ohserva- 
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tion  which  a  friend  of  mine  in  that  country 
makes  on  this  occasion  :  *<  if  you  mean  to 
govern  the  country  by  the  aid  of  mlHtaxy 
force,  you  have  not  sent  a  sufficient  num« 
ber  of  troops ;  if  you  do  not  mean  thi% 
you  have  already  sent  too  many/*  But, 
thank  God,  resistance  by  force  and  arms 
is  not  the  resistance  which  you  have  to 
guard  against  The  people  of  America 
are  husbandmen  and  merchants;  who 
have  lived  by  their  dependence  upon,  and 
under  the  protection  of  Great  Britain; 
are  unaccustomed  to  arms ;  are  not  trained 
up  in  a  military  spirit;  do  not  (to  use  an 
expression  of  toeir  own)  feel  bold  to  resist 
by  arms :  yet,  if  ^you  attempt  to  force 
taxes  against  the  spirit  of  the  people  tbere^ 
you  will  find,  when  perhaps  it  is  too  late^ 
that  they  are  of  a  spirit  which  will  resist 
all  force;  which  wdl  grow  stronger  bj 
being  forced ;  will  prove  superior  to  all 
forcoi  and  ever  has  been  unconquerable  s 
they  are  of  a  spirit  to  abide,  nay,  to  courts 
persecution :  and  if  amongst  other  propo* 
siciona  which  they  have  taken  up,  they 
shdald  once  take  it  into  their  heads  that 
they  are  under  a  state  of  persecution,  that 
spirit  of  enthusiasm  which  is  of  their  tem* 
per,  and  of  their  very  nature,  will  arise^ 
and  every  mischievous  consequence,  in 
every  extreme,  will  accompany  it* 

This  spirit  is  not  dead  m  Uiem ;  it  is 
only  docmaot:  the  utmost  care  and  skill  of 
those  who*  lead  them,  either  in  civil  or  re^ 
ligious  matters,  is  employed  to  restrain  and 
keep  it  down.  If  this  spirit  should  once 
take  fire  (and  believe  me,  Sir,  it  is  in  such 
a  state  of  inflammability  that  the  smallest 
spark  would,  give  it  fire},  it  will  break  out 
intoa  flame,  which  no  reason,  no  prudence^ 
no  force  can  .restrain :  those  who  yet  re^» 
tain aome lead, andbave  k^t  matters  from- 
running^to  extremities,  to  whom  the  people 
stiU  listen,  will  either  lose  that  lead,  or  will 
take  the  lead  of  thia  spirit  when  it  shall  be 
once  gone-  forth;  and  if  the  ministera 
(whom  we  here  call  the  clergy)  once  fal^ 
in  wit|i  this  apirit  s  if  the  people  once  call 

yon  them,  they  most  take  tne  lead,  and 
they  de^  the  people  (to  use  their  own 
phrase)  wUl  be  led  by  Moses  and  Aaron, 
ay  the  civil  and  religious,  under  a  bond  of 
unity  that  no  fiictions  wiH  divide,  no. 
force  can  break.  r 

'  The  -^irit  of  their  religion,  or.  if  yois 
please  so  to  call  it,  offanatiotsm,  will,  like 
Mosea*  serpent^  devoor  every  other  pas* 
sion  andwection :  their  love  for  the  mc^ 
ther  country,  changing  its  nature,  .wiH 
turn  to  the  bittarettoate ;  theiaaffeotaliosi 
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of  our  modes  and  (ashions  (the  present 
source  of  great  part  of  our  comnierce), 
will  become  an  abomination  in  their  sight. 

That  spirit  which  led  their  ancestors  to 
break  off  from  every  thing  which  is  near 
and  dear  to  the  human  heart;  from  every 
connection  which  friendship,  relation, 
blood  could  give ;  which  led  them  to  quit 
every  comfort  that  a  settled  and  civilised 
t;ountry  (their  own  native  country^  could 
afford :  and  to  encounter  every  difficulty 
and  distress,  which  a  wild  wilderness  of 
savages  could  oppose  to  them,  to  struggle 
€ven  for  their  existence;  that  spirit, 
equally  strong  and  equally  inflamed,  has 
but  a  slight  and  trifling  sacrifice  to  make 
at  this  time ;  they  have  not  to  nuit  their 
native  country,  but  to  defend  it ;  tney  have 
Dot  to  forsake  their  friends  and  relations, 
but  to  unite  with  and  to  stand  by  them,  in 
ona  common  union.  The  only  sacrifice 
they  have  to  make  is  that  of  a  few  follies 
and  a  few  luxuries.  It  is  not  neoessib^ 
that  is  Che  ground  of  their  commerce  with 
you ;  it  is  merely  the  affection  of  your  modes 
and  customs ;  the  love  for  home,  as  they 
^1  England,  that  makes  them  like  every 
thing  tnat  comes  from  thence:  but  pas- 
aion  may  be  conquered  by  passion,  and 
4hey  will  abominate  as  sincerely  as  they 
now  love  you  ;  and  if  they  do,  they  have 
within  themselves  every  thing  which  is 
necessary  to  the  food,  raiment,  or  the 
•dwelling  of  mankind,  and  have  no  need  of 
your  commerce. 

But  that  gentlemen  may  not  think  this 
to  be  mere  harangue,  I  wiu  come  to  parti- 
culars. They  have  a  gr^ at  surplusage  of 
^ides  and  leather ;  hides  are  even  part  of 
4heir  exports.  They  have  peltry,  they 
have  wool,  linen,  and  cotton.  They  work 
up  all  these  aiid  have  home-made- and 
tiome-spun,  sufficient  for  their  clothing. 
They  have  fish,  game,  beef,  mutton,  and 
every  other  article,  at  about  one-third  of 
the  price  which  we  pay  here ;  they  have 
iron  and  copper  which  Uiey  cast  and  work 
up  in  every  form  that  is  necessary*  The 
only  difficulty  which  they  have  at  first  to 
labour  against,  will  be  the  manu&cture  of 
hardware.  But  when  I  tell  the  House 
that  they  do  already  make  all  the  imple- 
ments of  husbandry  better  than  those 
which  come  to  them  from  England,  and 
that  the  husbandmen  buy  such,  in  prefer- 
ence to  those  made  in  England ;  they  will 
see  how  large  a  stride  they  have  taken  to- 
wards the  establishment  of  this  b'Hinch  of 
business;  and  (overloaded,  from  various 
CMsensy  aa  every  hranoh  ef  our  maftefaC' 


tures  is  with  manufiurtnrers)  if  a  stop  W 
put  to  them  but  for  one  year,  the  tide  iil 
upon  the  turn ;  the  manufiurturers  with  the 
turn  of  that  tide  will  go  over  m  shoals  to 
America,  as  they  once  came  ofer  hither 
firom  the  Netherlands.  If  it  be  not  thei 
humour  of  the  House  to  bear  to  be  toll 
this  now,  they  will  remember  it  heresfterJ 

In  one  word.  If  this  spirit  of  fimaticism 
should  once  arise  ut>on  tne  idea  of  pene^ 
cution ;  those  people  whom  Great  Britain 
hath  to  this  hour  drawn  as  it  were  with  a 
thread,  and  whom  it  has  governed,  ss  jou 
^ave  been  ingeniously  told,  with  a  litt!« 
paper  and  pacxthread,  you  will  not  for  the 
future  be  able  to  govern  it  with  a  rod  cf 
iron ;  and  eveiy  benefit  which  this  countif 
has  derived  from  that  country  will  be 
stopped  at  every  source.  If  it  be  not  th« 
humour  of  die  House  to  bdieve  thii  at  prei 
sent,  I  only  beg  they  will  remember  it  ha 
been  said,  anduat  they areforewaraedofit^ 

If  this  then  be  the  state  of  this  boss 
and  these  the  consequences  of  proceedinj 
by  exertion  of  force  instead  of  measttrei 
policy ;  and  if,  ailer  all,  force  will  uot « 
canriDt  produce  the  offset  aimed  8t,bai 
will  produce  such  diTeCdy  contrarj  m 
pernicious  effects ;  if  after  alienatiiig  thj 
people  of  the  colonies,  after  dissolving  th^ 
union  that  is  between  us,  after  breaking  a 
communication  of  commerce  hetweeniu 
it  shall  be  found  impossible  to  tax  a  peopU 
who  have  the  powers  of  government  wiw 
in  themselves,  unless  by  and  with  thei 
own  consent,  either  in  the  grant,  or  b] 
their  acquiescing  in  the  grant  with  tbej 
consent  to  assess  and  collect  such  tax; 
this  be  the  case,  there  remains  no  othe 
alternative,  but  to  adopt  some  modec 
policy,  that  will  carry  that  consent  aloo 
with  the  power  of  government. 

But  why  do  I  endeavour,  under  the 
couragenient  which  gentlemen  sive  to 
reasoning,  any  consideration  of  this  t 
ter ;  why  should  I  endeavour  to  obtrt 
my  poor  reasoning  so  ill  received  ?  ^ 
should  I  talk  of  adopting  modes  of  poli' 
when  the  shorter  way  of  the  question 
decision,  the  short  way  of  force, 
already  adopted  i  Nevertheless,  even 
der  this  discouragement,  if  gentlemen  i 
tend,  I  will  mark  out  that  mode  of  vm 
by  which  every  evil  may  be  avoidea,  ai 
all  again  be  restored  to  peace,  to  uniol 
and  government.  This  mode  lies  in  t 
nature  of  the  business,  in  the  actual  iw 
of  things,  it  is  the  most  easy  to  be  unde 
stood,  the  most  easy  to  be  execut^^  u^l 
the  only  one  that  is  practicable. 
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What  I  would  wish  to  suggest  to  the 
coDsideratioD  of  the  House,  and  what  I 
-know  would  succeed,  is  this  plain  and 
ample  adYice,  that  you  should  not  stir  up, 
but  wave,  all  Questions  which  become  mere 
articles  of  faitii ;  that  you  should  make  no 
iimomtions  in  practice,  nor  suffer  any  en- 
croadiments  to  be  made  on  government ; 
that  you  should  take  the  ground  that  you 
now  actually  stand  upon,  and  that  govern- 
ment should  act  upon  that  ground,  as  it 
hath  done  invariably  for  one  hundred  and 
sixty  years  past,  from  the  first  establish- 
xoent  of  the  colonies. 

This  would  heal  that  union  between  the 
modier  country  and  her  colonies,  which 
iistb  been  vitiated:  would  restore  that 
coiuDonication  of  conmierce  which  other- 
vBe  will  be  cut  off:  would  revive  again 
dte  spirit  of  obedience,  and  re-establish 
the  power  of  government* 

Truth  lies  in  a  very  narrow  compass.    I 

thould  not  therefore  take  up  much  time 

m  explaining  to  the  House  this  plain  and 

practical  proposition ;  I  see  the  House  is 

Jsipatient  to  decide;  but  it  is  for  that  very 

Teason,  seeing  the  danger  of  the  decision, 

that  1  labour  to  obtrude  and  even  force, 

igaiiwt  their  inclinations,  my  poor  opinion 

to  their  consideration ;  I  do  not  attempt 

or  pretand  to  amuse  and  entertain  them. 

I  cannot  expect  their  attention ;  it  is  from 

€ae  importance  of  the  subject  that  I  be- 

•eech  their  patience. 

From  the  first  establishment  of  the  colo- 
nies, tin  within  three  or  four  years  past, 
the  people  have  enjoyed  and  exercisea  the 
power  of  taxing  themselves  internally— -of 
Kmog  and  granting  their  own  money. 
rint.  For  the  support  of  government 
vithin  the  limits  and  precincts  of  their  re- 
ipective  jurisdictions :  Secondly,  For  the 
od  of  the  moAer  country,  whensoever 
i^edupon  or  required  for  that  special 
Nupose. 

lo  which  the  mother  country  never  in« 
erfered.  On  the  other  hand,  the  mother 
^ntrj  has  uninterruptedly  and  invariably 
aid  and  imposed  upon  them  external  taxes 
7  port  duties,  duties  which  the  people 
^er  hare  opposed,  never  considered  as  a 
rievance,  nay,  never  objected  to,  or  peti- 
oned  against* 

Government  gare  to  these  people  no 
ccaaion  of  disputes,  by  laying  internal 
^es ;  and  hath  always  found  reason  to 
^  aatiafied  with  the  hberality  and  cheer- 
Ineaa  of  their  free  grants  and  aids. 
The  Dcople,  on  the  other  hanc^  never 
ijectea   to.  external  taxes,  to  imposts, 
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subsidies,  and  duties.  They  know  that  the 
express  conditions  of  their  settlements  and 
establishments  were,  that  they  should  pay 
these,  and  therefore  they  never  have  had  any 
disputes  with  government  on  this  head,  but 
have  always  found  reason  to  be  satisfied  in 
the  moderation  with  which  government 
hath  exercised  this  power. 

Within  four  or^nve  years  past,  it  was 
thoueht  advisable  to  fay  internal  taxes 
on  the  people  of  the  colonies*  The 
questions  which  this  measure  and  the 
repeal  of  it,  raised  and  brought  into  disp 
cussion,  and  the  manner  in  which  this 
question  was  most  unaccountably  agitated  t 
by  arguing  from  precedents  of  external 
taxes  to  the  justice  and  propriety  of  inter- 
nal taxes ;  by  saying,  that  there  was  no 
difference,  has  taught  the  colonies  to 
retort  the  reverse  of  the  proposition,  by 
arguing  from  internal  to  external.  In  this 
argument  they  have  adopted  your  own 
proposition,  and  by  your  help  have  rea* 
soned  tiiemselves  into  an  opposition  to  all 
external  taxes  which  they  had  hitherto 
submitted  to  for  a  century  and  hal£ 
Hence  we  receive  at  this  day  complaints 
of  grievances,  calls  for  redress,  petitions, 
and  remonstrances  against  these  taxes; 
and  hence,  all  the  mischiefs  of  this  day's 
perplexitj|r* 

But,  Sir  1  all  this  is  a  mere  outwork; 
advanced  on  your  ground ;  it  is  not  their 
real  defence,  on  ground  which  they  hope 
to  maintain,  it  is  mere  argumentum  ad  hom 
mnem ;  it  is  fighting  you  with  your  own 
weapons.  Neither  their  own  principles  ' 
nor  the  constitutioQ  of  their  establishments 

S*ve  ground  for  this  reasoning,  nor  do 
eir  own  arguments  lead  them  to  these 
conclusions.  Thev  neither  are  nor  can 
be  in  earnest  in  making  these  claims,  other'* 
wise  than  having  something  to  negociate 
with,  and  to  give  up. 

If,  therefore,  you  will  act  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  colonies  as  you  have  done  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty  ydbrs  past;  and 
will  take  the  ground  that  this  business  does 
actually  now  stand  upon,  and  will  suffer 
it  to  be  known  ilnd  understood  that  yoa 
do  really  adopt  this  mode  of  administra- 
tion, aU  may  be  quiet,  and  would  be  quiet^< 
as  soon  as  a  ship  could  arrive  with  the 
news  of  it  from  North  America* 

The  ground  that  this  business  doth  ac- 
tually stand  upon  is  this :  vou  have  now 
no  mtemal  taxes  upon  which  questions- 
may  be  raised  or  dispute  arise  with  the! 
Americau*  You  have  no  concessions  to^ 
msjce,  no.  repeals  as.  to  internal  laj£s«. 
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The- external  taxes  srhich  ara  laidufMNi 
ihe  colonies,  are  no  other  as  to  the  matter 
of  them,  than  such  as  the  colonies  .iiaye 
ever  since  the  first  establishment  submitted 
to  and  paid :  and  you  have  pledged  y^ur- 
selves,  that  if  in  Uie  mode  of  these  taxes 
there  he  any  thing  which  is  injurious  .to 
the  spirit  of  commerce,  any  thing  which 
k  matter  of  real  grievance,  you  will  be 
jready  to  relieve  and  to  amend ;  .there  is 
not  at  present  any  intention,  of  extending 
the  exercise  of  our  power,  to  the  laying 
internal  taxes ;  nor  will  any  future  miqis^' 
try  (he  they  composed  of  whomsoever 
they  may)  ever  venture  to  lay  internal 

taxes.  ;.      ...,.• 

T . .  But.  as  there  ar& .  those  ^ho  say.  that 
there  is  no  such  distinction,  as  a]so  othen 
who  do  Aot  see  how  tliis  .disti9ctioo  .can 
arise,  I  will,  if  the  impatience  of  gentlemen 
to  come^to  a  decision  without  discussion, 
without  a  debate,  will  permit  me,  mark 
such  distinction ;  after  which,  1  wUl  qsta* 
^'sh  the  plain,  simple  advice,  which  I  pre» 
aume  to. give  9n  those  reasoningsiwhich.1 
advance,  as  to  the  policy,  the  wisdom,  the 
experience,  the  justice,  the  necessity  of 
the  measure.     ...  ^  ,  ..> 

;  1.  The  conditions  of  the  grants  and 
charters  under  which  these  people  did 
first  quit  this  country  and  settle  in  Ame- 
rica; and  on  which  their  corporations  and 
powers  of  government  are  established,  do 
expressly  stipulate  for  ,  the  payment  of 
subsidies,  duties,  and  imposts,  almost  with- 
out variation,  in  the  same  words,  through- 
out every  grant  and  charfer.  I  need  not 
now  repeat  or  recite  these  daoses,  they 
are  apparent,  and  <^en  to  the  inspection 
nf  every  one. 

.  On  the  other  hand,  every  charter  does 
•xpressly  or  intentionally  make  a  distmo- 
tion  between  these  and  such  taxes  as  they 
are  permitted  and  empowered  to  lay  on 
their  own  estates,  real  and  personal,  with 
the  precincts  and  limits  of  their  territories; 
and  on  spch  transactions  as  shall  pass 
within  their  own  jurisdiction.  •  •  . 
.The  charter  of  Virginia,  afler  having 
directly  fixed  the  right  of  payment  of  the 
subsidies,  imposts,  and  duties,  from  the 
<;ompany  to  tne  crown ;  and  having  made 
a  grig[it  of  the  same  to  the  company  for 


ratiag  diartesB  »of.goiemment  gave  than 
powes  to  tax  themselves. . .    •:        ..  ^^ 

The  charter  of  Maryland,  and  id  sliitla 
l^raots  thereia<.madei  ,malqM  aa^esfras 
saving  of  imposts,  duties,  «o4cusIihm,Ii 
the  king  .and  his  heirs  for  eivei^.wlufib.ds 
people  of  that  province  by  the.  espns 
Qonditioa  of  their  chacteir  i9jm,kfmi<i9 
pay;  y.et  the  same  charter»llkewi«i^BiskNf 
the>  distinction  both  in  matten  aoir^ 
betareen.intemal  and  iextarual  tsxaliv^: 
<*  We, .  our  heirs  aad  suc«esa9m»  AA$ 
no  time  set  and  make,  or, cause  ftp  set, af 
imposition,  custom,  or  otber  texetion,iat 
or,  contribution  whatsoever,  ta  andifllMi 
tbe  dwellers  aad  inhabitanle  oClht  mm 
said  province,,  fiM  Iheis  lands#  good^  iMa 
menu,  and  chattels  wuthia^tbejaiidpa 
vinGe.V..  «And  in.coQsequepce  of  thiMb 
legislature  of  tl^e^.provio^e  has.  foes 
granted  to  imposa  and,  lasscf  St  tasas jeM" 
the.  furecincts  and  jurisdictions  of  its  tcni* 
tones.  t     .<-.  ii    t      II'    <'. .  i»i«i  ^ 

In. the  same,  mannav  (ftr  .it  .mUiiki 
tiresome  tOjcite*allp^rticulars).andisliDB< 
in  .the  same  woTdt^iH  tfan  chsr4»>f  rfa 
jeorponUion  and  govsanment,  which  m^ 
be  distinguished  from.  theiOngiokl  pi0 
afutbei  lands  and  teixiftairie8,iiasks.d|i 
same  distinction,  ,.stipulatiog.ex|irenl)^ 
the .  .payment  :of  all  imposts,  sohsidiaM* 
duties,  according  .to  the  law  oCmoncM 
But  as  to  the  lands,  tenemaofts,  and  ksa 
ditaments  within  thepresSnctsas^jIv*' 
dictions*  leaving  those  .at  iaij^e,.«is^ 
of  the  taxation^  the  several  ^off'^^ 
which  ate  respectively  thereby  ^^^^^'^^fj 
Wiith  powers  to  on&in  .and  eitsbiiv" 
manner  of  laws,  impose  and  ssaBSl,  t^^ 
levy  money  on  tiie  lands  and  bersditsoNoii 
within  <the  bounds  of  their  gmnta  -j/ 

.2.  And  as  this  was  both  inteoiMKml 
and  expressly  the  liberties  and  :6sociui0> 
grantea  to  those  colonies  at  their  ^^ 
tlement ;  and  so  understood,  as  Ar  <f  vj* 
cnewa.  could  .oc  might  grant  &  t^f'f^ 
Charter]  so  the  exerdsa  and  aJausiig 
tion  of  ^vemmeot  towards  theie jaop 
hath  been  for. a  century  aadteDi»f 
riably  conducted  on.  this  plea,  tiwvj^f 
posing  or  reqinring  ext^^lal  of  P^^^"*?! 
never  till  of  late  years,  callinjf  ♦fa"^ 
power  of  parliament  to  exert  lU  ^""^ 
power  in  )aying.  duties  end _tascs -«••]] 


twenty«oneyeac8,  has  these  words :  *<  That :  ^ r-j  — © ^^, 

they  shall  be  free  of  all  subsidies  and  cus-  dwellea  andinhabitiMits,  of. those  sdieiB^ 
tonss  in  Vii^niafor  twenty-one  years,  and  |  for  their  lands,  hereditaments,  <g^g*^ 
from^U  taxes  and  impositions  fbr^veri?  i  trons  within  the  preoincCS  and  jumdicix'' 
Making  not  onl^  aa  ex|)rass  distinction  in   of  their  seveBBl>.territariei^< 


tbetmatter  but  m« the  rights  and  in  conse* 
^uenpa  of  this  distmctionj  ^e  i&coipo- 


^S..The  cokmiee  haae  beep  ^^ 
diBtinption  by  tbe  comae  end  prflcnv 
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goveromeii^bave  in^their  reasopiog:  siark- 
edan  esseotial  difference  in  the  nature  of 
the  tlmg*     . 

^  Wlu|te?^r  tax  or  duty  la  imposed  upon 
PLtecnal  pxof^j  imported  into  their 
fi^atryt  is  indeed  afiqened  to  the  property, 
)iut  ftol  upon  them  either  in  their  rights  .oj: 
p^Mioa  ^  ,u|itil  tney  choosey  by  purchasiog 
ilial  property  with  the  tajK.  anne)CQ4  to  ity 
ioano^  ibat  tas^  fiJso  to  (hen^selves;  but 
tbj»  19. an.act  oftheir  own  consent,.  .  .  , 
,  Wiiat^«r  t|uc  is  jmpose4,.OQ  finy  pro* 
l^erty  ifonaijeyliatdy  and  .ii^tiimi^e^  *  uqjted 
ir^  tbeir.piersons  pr  rights*  musi;  be  paid 
pitho^  «^y.  ipterpqftition^.of  their  5>wn 
Iffllft  4Md/^ss  Ibey  quit  that  property,  to 
fow>  Ibat  4ght«  >.  }  .1 

,.  .The  6m^  is>  external;,  and  annexed  or 
poly  aft  tlvnr  oya  will ;.  tho  second  is  inter- 
na, m^  absoiiitely  ifmnexed  to  what  is  in- 
$ep^i;8i^lie  firoqa  tbem. 
I    Si^ii^'tbis  lossential.  d^fferencie  in  tbe 
]Mittu«to£  the  thingkestablii>bedtb^  iovariftr 
ble  presicriptionfrom  the^firstestablishfn^nt 
M  a  goTemmeBti^ihey  re$s(|n  (and. justly 
top)  from  lbis.ndi9tinction  and  this  prei- 
•criptkHmbat  ..whatever  right  of  tf|&i^ 
ibem^lvea  within  the  precii^cts  and  limits 
oftbeic  own  jurisdictions  they  enjoy,  by 
the  principles  of  tb?  British  gove^ftmep^ 
and  their  own  .constitutioq ;   or  whatever 
figfatalhey  niay  have  been  permitted,  tp 
^erciae  by  prescription  and  practicfi,  such 
right  or  rigltfs  ar^.  confinedttp  their  own 
limits.    Hov^pev^  they  nuiy  reason  right 
$e  wrpQgas  to  int^^rnal  ta)Lei^».,tbeir  argu- 
aiemts  go  npjt  beyond  low-water,  m^rl^j 
vbatesrer  passes .  Uie  .great,  ocean .  to  or 
from  without*  either  is  originally,  or  coin^ 
l^ences  to  be*  separate  and  distinct  from 
their  iotomal  righU  and  pi^opevty )    who- 
(evei:  aeta  and  trades  beyond  the  lijoaits  of 
tbeijc  prec^nctSy  acts  andi  trad^  under  tb^ 
t|[|iress  cooditiopis  of:  the  maritime  lawsi 
bothof  regnlatiotiand  jevenue*  • 

If  iberefore  there  be  siny  difference  in 
Ihia  diatjactioo'— in  tlio  nature*,  eircumt 
Haocra  an0  e&ct  of  t^xes,  internal  and 
^terpal— if  there. be  any  distinction  in 
tba  ca^e,  whether  tbe  coosavLi  of.  th^'  mib- 
jec^goeaor  doaa  not  gp  riongwjth  n  mjjf 
meptt  made  under  a  iax*;-sa  far  ah  tii^ae 
dimioBtiona  do.  go,  iSO  Ar  is  ilherp  a  diSf 
liPCti«o  lit  the  right;  fespectiog  tbe*jexh 
tf  at  fta  wbiob  the  rights  of  such  people 

may  Wadmitted*.  

^  4»  But  tbappneiples  on  which  tbe  House 
pftCoiilDoqa  grounds  ita  peculiar  right  to 

^ripnplpy:>rfl..,gyoiM>  jmA  10  ifom  -M 
tamey  bukp  gii^  tbe  colonies  reasonable 


«xpectatiop,  that  **  whatever  b^  the  ngbi!' 
of  the  King,  LordS|  and  Commons^  as- 
sembled in  parliament  to  make  lawa  whicb 
shall  be  binding  on  the  colonies  in  all  casea 
whatever — the  House  of  Commovis  will 
never  *'  in  act  and  dieed"  originate  any 
grants  from  ^he  lands  on  paoncy  wjtliin  tii^ 
limits  .and  precincts  af  thQ  col^nies^  until  jt 
shall  be  clear  beyopd  all  doubt,  that  th^ 
members. of  that  House  **  do  in  act  and 
d.eed  .f^present!'  tbe  counties,  cities,  and 
boroughs  Jn,,Am^ricaA  as  tbey.  do.  tbfi 
pou^ties,  cities^r  and  bProv^bB  <^  Qt^ 
Blitain,.««  fpr  wbcMm  tbfiy.giv.efind  girant?' 
-^r,  th(4y  accordipg  to  prinqiplest  niab»- 
fi9in«4i*by  Ihe  House  of  Qoipjnipns,  thcff 
do  give  and  grant  for  the  counties,  pit^, 
and  boroughs,  whom  they  do  in  apt  and 
de^  .represent.     , 

.  I.say^.SirKpo  ipinistFy. i^iU  ev^  i^. 
tare-r-itbe  prosent  do  notfdesire  or  ifi^n.*- 
to  propose  suoh,.tax^  to  the  House,  pf 
Commons ;  and  that  .House  never  jwill  ooi|- 
H^at  ,with  those  principles,  by  whicj^  it 
msiptfiins  .this  right  of  origination  gn^ 
^Hc\)iwe  of  the  I^ords— *I.say«  never  wil!, 
adept  $nd  originatis  any  such  tax*  , 

.What.thep  remaini-^bot  as  you  ai:p  in 
fact,  and  bgrgpod  fortune,  restored  agaiti 
**  tp  the  safe.  ( old  ground  on  ^hjqb)  tb^ 
matter  hath  always  s|podV*4^ut  th^  ^ou 
resume  again  .the  spirit  xxfyoi^r  old  policy* 
I  am  founded  when  I  s^  ^1>^  this. would 
nestore  aeain  peace»  order,  and  .govern* 
ment.  Inaye  letters  in  my  podcf^froiyi 
some.of  the  prinoipal,  some  of!  thp  leading 
men  of  that^country-- who  say  ^e  do  not 
cftll  upon  Great  Britain  U)  gifO.  up  h^ 
rights  and  claims— ^we.on^y  di^ire.tobe 
returned  back  and  set.  again  upon  .imr  old 
safe  ground,  which  wenndeataod,iuul  that 
iBitM  exeixsise  of  your  power  you  would 
return  to.  your  .old  policjf*  >;        « 

•Let  .the  matter  of  right  rest  upon  tbo 
declaratory  law,  and  sav  no  more  about  it. 
It  may  be  understood  ^as  It  h  in  the  aamjp 
words  as  that  respectmg  Ireland),  that  it 
shall  stand  in  the  same  line  of  administrar 
tion-*I  say  it  mayib^  so  understood,  ani^ 
will  be  .better  understood  by  being  never 
exraained.,  '  ^  <   i     t  -  .         <     \■^ 

Do  nothing  which  mav'brin^  vinto  ilia- 
cussioD  ^  questions  of  right,'*  which  must 
become  **  mere  articles  of  &ith''—Qo  into 
BO  innovations  in  practice^  and  suffer  np 
encroachments  on  ,  government-— Extend 
not  the  power  which  yqu  have  p(iq[iposiag 
tax^,  to  th/»  lining, internal  taxes  on  t)ke 
colonies — ContMifio40(€^enpisp.tbf  pPUM 
which  you  bavejifeady  exercised  of  lagr- 
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iDg  sabsidies,  imposUy  and  duties — but 
exercise  this,  as  you  have  always  hitherto 
done,  with  prudence  and  moderation,  and 
directed  by  the  spirit  of  commercial 
•wisdom. 

This  spirit  and  mode  of  government 
^ould  cement  again  that  union  which  is 
{shattered,  if  it  is  not  quite  broken — ^would 
restore  again  that  spirit  of  obedience, 
which  the  loss  of  authority  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  loss  of  auction  on  the 
other,'  hath  interrupted — ^would  re-esta* 
blish  the  authority  as  well  as  force  of 
^  civil  goremtnent,*'  which  has  almost  lost 
its  force  by  losing  its  authority.  Exert 
'the  spirit  or  policy,  that  you  may  not  ruin 
the  colonies  and  yourselves  by  exerting 

force. 

Mr.  Alderman  Trecothick  declared  to 

-the  HousCr  tiiat  when  taxes  on  America 
were  in  agitation  by  the  late  Mr.  Charies 
Townshend,  the  merchants  all  told  him 

-the  effects  they  would  have  in  North  Ame- 
rica, that  they  ofiered  to  pay  the  said 

•  taxes  here  in  England,  but  it  was  unfortu- 

%Rately  resolved  to  tax  America,  and  the 
consequences  would  be  fatal  to  thb  coun* 

-try.  The  Address  to  the  King  was 
lodging  a  sword  over  the  heads  of  the 

'Korth  Americans,  which  might  drive  them 
to  immediate  despair.    He  concluded  with 

'iiioving  to  recommit  the  Address. 

Mr.  Grey  Cooper  assured  the  House, 

-that  it  was  not  meant  to  put  the  act  in  exe- 

'cutjon,  but  only  to  shew  to  America,  what 
government  could  do  if  pushed  to  it. 

Captain  Ccnstaniine  John  Phipps*  said, 
I  will  now.  Sir,  say  something  or  the  le- 

'calfty  and  expediency  of  this  measure. 

The  act,  Sir,  of  the  S5th  of  Henry  8,  ap- 

'■   *  Afterwards  lord  Mnlgrtfe.   He  was  bom 
in  1746.    He  early  embraced  the  naval  pro- 
^earioo,  and  by  the  infloence  of  friends  was 
made  post  eaptaio  iu  1765.    In  1768  be  was 
eleetca  member  for  Linoolo,  and  distingaisbed 
himself  in  parliament  by  his  bold  and  manly 
coodact  in  the  seferal  popular  qaestions  which 
iben  agitated  the  House,  especially  the  Mid- 
dlesex election  and  the  libel  laws.    His  abili- 
ties as  a  sailor  were  employed  in  a  voyage  of 
observation  and  discovery  towards  the  North 
'Pole  in  1773,  and  he  set  sail  with  captain  Lut- 
widge  in  two  ships,  and  at  his  return  pablisbed 
an  ioterestiBg  Narratife  of  his  remarks  and  ob- 
servations in  4to.    He  was  also  author  of  a 
Jjetter  from  a  Membor  of  Parliament  to  one  of 
his  constituents,  on  the  late  proceedings  of  the 
^Uouse  of  Commons  in  the  Middlesex  elections. 
'He  succeeded,  to  the,  Irish  honours  of  bis  fa- 
4ber  in  1775,  and  in  1790  was  created  an  £ng- 
JWi  peer.   Be  died  in  1793. 
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pears  upon  the  face  of  it,  to  be  an  expla* 
natory  and  retrospective  law;  the  pre- 
amble   says,    **  doubts   having  ariaen.** 
What  doubts.  Sir,  could  have  arisen,  how 
treasons  committed  in  the  colonies  could 
be  tried  long  before  the  colonies  existed  or 
were  thought  of  ?  I  differ.  Sir,  from  those 
gentlemen  who  treated  this  as  a  tyrannical 
act,  as  it  was  one  of  the  least  exception* 
able  acts  of  a  tyrannical  reien,  as  itwai 
calculated  to^ve  those  privileges  to  Eng* 
lishmen,  whiS  the  present  applicatioD  of 
it  would   deprive  tne  Amencans  of:  I 
mean  the  advantages  of  a  trial  by  junr; 
but.  Sir,  it  happens  fortunately  for  tu 
Americans,  that  there  is  not  a  single  act 
in  the  whole  statute  book  that  bears  mora 
atrongly,  from  collateral  drcunuitancei, 
the  marics  of  an  occasional  act ;  it  vag,- 
Sr,  enacted  at  the  same  time  with  the  act 
for  settling   the  succession,  and  several 
other  laws,  at  a  parliament  called,  preriooi 
and  preparatory  to  the  king's  goio^  upon 
an  expedition  to  France,  in  which  be 
conquered    Bolosne,    and    some    other 
places.    It  may  be  necessary  to  remind 
the  House,  that  all  treasons  committed  by 
persons  abroad,  were,  by  the  istof  Henty 
4,  c«  14,  to  be  tried  Imore  the  constabie 
and  marshal    Now  sir  Humphry,  duke 
of  Bucks,  the  last  high  constable,  was  be- 
headed 2S  years  before  this  time;  so  that 
without  this  act  there  would  have  been  ao 
absolute  failure  of  justice,  had  any  tceasoo 
been    committed   whilst    the   ung  vu 
abroad;  but,  Sir,  should  it  be  thoogkt 
right  to  adhere  to  the  letter  rather  than 
the  spirit  of  the  law,  and  to  apply  it  to 
purposes  which  could  not' be  foreseen  at 
the  time  it  was  enacted ;  is  it  expedient,  ii 
it  politic  now  to  put  it  in  executicm  I  Lei 
us  for  a  moment  consider  the  situation  of 
these  men,  torn  from  the  acdamatioDS  of 
an  applauding  country  ffor  popularitjr  ii 
become  a  crime  every  where  in  America, 
as  well  as  England)  to  the  mockeir  of  a 
trial  by  jury,  for  so  I  call  it,  divested  of  all 
its  advantages.    How  can  they  avail  them* 
selves  of  the  right  to  challenge  jurymen, 
whose  character  and  connections  are  un- 
known to  them?  How  are  thejr  to  avail 
themselves  of  counsel,  whose  abilities  sod 
fiune  they  are  strangers  to  ^  By  what  pro- 
cess are  they  to  compel  the  appearance  of 
witnesses  from  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic ?   But,  Sir,  should  they,  with  all 
these  disadvantages,  escape,  and  indeed  I 
do  not  see  how  it  can  happen  otherwise, 
for  the  act  of  the  35th  of^  Henry  8,  is  for 
treasons  committed  out  of  tbe  reakn,  and 
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the^Stb  of  Bdward  S|  makes  levyiog  war 
within  the  realm  treason ;  so  that  wither 
America  is  in  or  oat  of  the  realmi  it  can* 
not  be  within  the  letter  of  both  these  acts, 
sod  I  hope  there  is  no  latent,  obsolete  sta* 
tute,  teemmg  with  constructiTO  treason, 
to  be  brought  forth  against  these  men. 
Should  they,  1  say.  Sir,  after  all,  be  ac- 
quitted,  what  reparation  can  be  made  to 
ID  iDgenuotts  mind  for  so  foul  an  imputa- 
tion as^  disloyalty  f  What  reparation  can 
be  made  to  men  dragged  from  the  endear* 
Bients  of  domestic  lite,  brought  from  the 
land  of  liberty,  flowine  with  milk  and 
honej,  to  drink  at  the  bitter  fountain  of 
oppresion?    Will  they  return  less  pos- 
seKed  €/i  the  confidence  of  their  feliow- 
sobjects,  and  less  inclined  to  abuse  it? 
WHl  they  return  less  convinced  of  the  in- 
conveniences  of  a  dependent  state,  or  less 
solicitous  to  shake  on  the  yoke  from  this 
new  outrage  \  Let  us  for  a  moment  con- 
sider the  state  of  the  country,  till  they  can 
have  some  account  n^  what  is  become  of 
these  patriots,  as  they  will  think  them; 
will  they  not  think  that  all  those,  who  shall 
rend^  themselves  obnoxious  to  govern- 
ment by  standing  forth  in  opposition  to  its 
measures,  and  bv  supporting  the  rights  of 
the  people,  are,  like  Tarquin's  poppies,  to 
be  cut  off  for  overtoppbg  the  rest  I  Will 
they  not  think  these  men  are  brought  over 
here  to  be  murdered  ?  I  know  the  expres- 
■ion  is  strong— I  shudder  when  I  use  it — 
but  we  most  make  much  stronger  suppo- 
sitions before  we  can  possibly  agree  to 
this  noeasure;  we  must— rather  than  be« 
iteve  that  one  man,  a  governor,  heated  by 
di^)ute,  piqued  by  opposition,  can  be  mis- 
taken, or  have  misrepresented  this  people, 
believe  that  they,  though  every  one  of 
their    remonstrances  have  brought  assu- 
rances of  loyalty  and  complaints  of  misre- 
presentation, have  been  guilty  of  the  two 
greatest    crimes   that    Englishmen    and 
Christians  can  be  gnilty  o£— by  flying  in 
(he  Ikce  of  their  king,  by  rebellion,  and 
letting  their  God  at  defiance  by  perjury* 
Will  it  not  be  thought,  on  the  otner  side 
ftf  the  Atlantic,  at  least  as  likely,  that  12 
men  may  be  found  here  at  the  devotion  of 
t  ministry,  capable  of  perjury  and  murder, 
«s  it  can  be  thought  here,  that  12  men 
cannot  be  found  there  incapable  of  perjury 
«ad  treason?  Measures  such  as  these  are 
more  calculated  to  raise  the  rebellion,  they 
are  pretended  to  be  pointed  at,  than  to 
well  it,  did  it  exist.    But,  Sir,  if  such  is 
vie  unhappy  temper  and  complexion  of 

A^iiiBes,  that  this  step  is.  thought  neces- 
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sary;  let  not  parliament  interfere;  lei[ 
them  not  insult  our  understanding,  by 
calling  upon  us  to  recommend  a  measure, 
which  it  appears  by  all  the  papers  on  your 
table,  they  have  already  taken  without, 
your  advice.  I  know  the  Americans  wish 
for  the  smallest  thread  to  hang  parliamen*. 
tary  confidence  on;  let  them,  at  leasts, 
have  this  slender  hope,  that  if  it  shall  here- 
after appear  that  tnis  is  a  power  either 
ille«dly  assumed,  or  wantonly  exerted, 
parliament  has  not  by  this  hasty  step  pre* 
eluded  itself  from  punishins  the  audiors  o( 
it*  Where  is  the  idea  of  ministerial  re» 
sponsibility,  unless  it  be  that  they  are  Uk 
take  extraordinary  steps  on  critical  occa* 
sions;  liable,  however,  to  the  severest 
censures  if  they  do  not  afterwards  prove, 
that  the  boldness  of  the  measure  was 
equalled  by  the  urgency  of  the  occasion  i 
Let  me  for  a  moment  address  myself  to 
the  administration :  it  does  not  need  their 
great  penetration  to  see,  for  even  I  cai% 
see,  the  many  inconveniences  that  must 
attend  this  measure ;  and  if  thev  feel  as  I 
do,  and  God  forbid  they  shoula  not  i  foc^ 
the  liberties  of  their  fellow- subjects,  they 
will  not  persist  in  so  ill  advised  amea- 
sure :  but  should  they  remain  deaf  to  the 
cries  of  the  people,  callous,  to  the  sensa* 
tions  of  free  men;  it  is  our  duty  to  stand 
between  the  victim  and  the  altar,  and  to 
prevent  the  sacrifice  of  helpless  freedom  at 
the  shrine  of  wanton  ministerial  tyranny. 
A  trial  by  jury  in  its  utmost  extent  is  too 
inherent  a  right,  too  sacred  a  privilege,  to 
be  trifled  with,  and  explained  away  by  any 
forced  constructions  upon  an  obsolete 
statute.  Our  ancestors  thought  it  so  in- 
dispensible,  that  they  granted  Ihe  mecUetoi 
lingua  to  merchant  strangers,  and  Welch 
borderers^  I  hope.  Sir,  we  shall  not  plead 
in  vain,  in  this  enlightened  age,  in  this 
free  parliament,  for  that  right  for  our 
American  fellow«subjects,  which  the  wis* 
dom  and  generosity  of  our  ancestors 
granted  to  transitory  aliens,  and  nvsw  con« 
quered  borderers.  It  is,  Sir,  by  the  whole 
tenor  of  our  laws,  their  inheritance  as 
Englishmen — ^it  is,  I  thank  God,  by  the 
spirit  of  our  constitution  their  birth-right 
as  men. 

The  House  divided  upon  the  Address^ 
169  for  it,  and  i65  against  it. 

The  Resolutions  and  Address  being 
agreed  to  by  the  Commons,  were  sent 
back  to  the  Lords. 

When  the  Address  was  presented  to  the. 
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King,  Ids  Mtjesty  ratarned  this  Aniwer: 
•*  fify  Lonb  wad  OentleaKOt 
.  *•  The*  MDoeffe  tatbiactiao  joa  expreti 
in  tlia  Hieararec  which  I  hnre  ahvady 
ttkeii«  oni  the  strong  assorftDcei  jrougife 
0f  sappoitng  me  in  tboae  which  may  be 
•dll  neoessaiy  to  niaintaih  the  just  legis* 
llMive  authority,  and  the*  due  exeeotion  of 
the  kwa,  injnaj  province  of  Massachuseu 
Bqr»  give  me  gre«t  pleasare. 

^  1  shell  not  firil  to  give  those  orders 
which  yiou  reoeromend,  as  the  most  eSN> 
loal' method  of  bringmg  the  authors  of  the 
late  onhappy  disor&ia  in  that  province  to 
oond%n  ponishment**^ 

Pffjceifdings  in  ifte  LordM  an  Mr. 
WUke$^$  Appeal  uptm  a  Writ  of  Error.^ 
December  !S1.  Mr.  Wilkes^s  Appeal  from 
die  Judgment  of  the  C«Mirt  of  King's* 
bench  was  ordered  to  be  heard  on  the  16th 
of  Janoary  ensuing.  The  following  is  a 
ilBie  of  the  case: 

'John  Wilkes,  esq.  Plaintiff  in  Error, 

and 
Qur  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  Defendant. 

Upon  two  Judgments  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  on  two  Informations 
Ibr  Libels,  viz.  One  Information  for 
publi^ing  a  Libel,  entitled,  The 
North  Bnton,  No.*  45 :  and  the  other 
Ibr  publishing  a  Libel,  entitled.  An 
Essay  on  Woman. 

The  Case  of  the  Plaintiff'  in  Error. 

Hilary  term,  9  Geo.  3.  Sir  Fletdier 
^Norton,  knight,  then  Solicitor  General  of 
Us  present  Majesty,  ^id,  i>y  virtoe  of 
aoch,  his  office,  exhibit  the  uoresaid  in« 
Ibmations  against  the  said  John  Wilkes, 
fai  the  court  of  King's-bench,  for  publisi»- 
hiff  the  compositions,  or  libels,  in  those 
k&mrations  mentioned,  as  containing 
BMtten  to  the  *  purport*  and  effect,  in  the 
eiUd  informations  respectivdtr  specified' 
to  which  information  the  said  Jonn  Wilkes 
piettded  Not  Guilty,  and  issues  were  there* 
tpon  joined. 

'  The  records  of  Nisi  Prius,  transcribed 
from  the  court  rolls,  were  sent  under  the 
seal  of  the  Court,  to  the  right  hon.  Wii* 
liam  lord  Mansfield,  his  Majesty's  chief 
justice  of  the  said  court,  assigned  to  try 
those  issues,  and^fkerwardsaM  before  the 
trial,  both  the  records  were  altered  and 
amended,  by  charging  the  said  composi- 
tions or  libcus  Ito  contain  matters  to  the 
<  tenor*  and  effect,  in  the  same  informations 
lemctively  specified|  instead  of  *  purport' 
•m  eftctt  -  V    .  > 
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The  said  John  WSkes  did  not  ple^ 
nor  was  called  upon  to  plenA  dir  stw,  sod 
the  triab  #ere  had  upon  the  leeordi  lo 
altered  and  amended,  and  the  siM  Joiba 
Wilkes  tepon  his  defirooe  at  the  said  tridb 
was  convided.    He  was  anerwardi  out" 
lawed  upon  such  ooowictions,  but  both  the 
outlawries  have  been  since  revnaed  for 
error.    On  Wednesday  the  iTIh  daj  oC 
April  last,  the  said  John  Wflkes»  npoo  the 
writ  of  Capias  Utlagattmi,  was  comniitte& 
from  the  custody  a?  die  sheriff  of  Middle^ 
sex,  who  apprehended  him,  tothemsiBhal 
of  the  KingV-bench,  and  remained  in  In 
custody  in  the  KingV-foendi  prison  fnm 
that  time  until  the  18th  day  or  June  in 
•  Trinity  term^   8  Geo.  S.     When  the 
Court  of  King's-bendi  pronounced  tlis 
foUowiog  Judgment  against  him,  npon  the 
information  for  publishing  the  Noith  Bci^ 
ton,  and  the  yerdict  thereon,  viz.  ^  Unt 
the  said  John  Wilkes,  for  his  offence,  do 
pay  a  fine  to  our  sovereign  lord  the  King} 
of  SOOL  of  lawful  money  of  Great  BritaiAr 
and  that  he  be  imprisoned  in  the  costoiN 
of  the  aforesaid  marshal  for  the  spsce  a 
ten  calendar  months  then  next  ensoiDf ; 
and  the  said  John  Wilkes,  present  here 
!■   court,  is  committed    by   the  Coail 
here»  to  the  custody  of  the  aforesaid  oEiar* 
shal,  to  be  by  him  kept  in  safe  cuitodv» 
in  execution  of  the  judgment  aforesud, 
and  untU  he  shall  have  pud  the  saidfine'' 

And  the  Court,  on  the^saneday, nn« 
mediately-  afterwards,  proaoaneed  agiuo* 
the  said  John  Wttkes,  the  ibUowmg  Jadg« 
ment  upon  the  other  information,  and  the 
verdict  thereon,  via.  *<  The  said  Jobs 
Wilkes  having  been  convicted  of  certais 
other  trespasses,  contempts,  and  nnedc* 
meanors,  for  printing  ud  parioAisbing  • 
eertam  other  libel,  entitled*  The  North 
Briton,  No.  45 ;  for  whidi  Ae  said  Jobs 
Wilkes  hath  tins  day  been  sentenced,  sod 
ordered  by  the  Court  here  tO'pqrafiBS 
to  our  sovereign  lord  the  King,  of  SOOL 
and  to  be  impnsoned  in  the  custody  sf  the 
aforesaid  marshal,  for  the  apace  of  ten  cs^ 
lendar  months.  It  is  considered  by  th< 
Court  here,  that  the  aaid  John  Wilkei, 
for  his  trespasses,  contempts,  and  niisd^ 
meanors,  m  printing  -  aaaa  -publishing  thi 
said'  obscene  and  impious  Iml,  entitled 
An  Essay  on  Woman,  and  other  impioo 
libels  in  the  aforesaid  lafermation  tpeci 
fiedi  whereof  he  is  imp^iLdied  end  ctm 
victed,  do  pay  a  further  fine  to  our  sove* 
reign  lord  the  King  of  5001.  of  Itwfol  mf 
nev  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  sw 
John  Wilkes  be  further  ioipristDediifi  th 
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custody  of  the  said  manhal,  for  the  space 
of  twelve  calendar  monthi,  to  be  computed 
from  and  after  die  determination  of  his 
aforesaid  imprisonment,  for  printing  and 
publishing  the  said  other  libel,  entitled. 
The  North  Briton,  No.  45.  And  it  is  fur- 
ther considered  by  the  Court  here,  that 
the  said  John  Wilkes  do  give  security  for 
his  good  behaviour,  for  the  space  of  seven 
years,  to  be  computed  from  and  after  the 
end  tiod  expiration  of  the  said  twelve  ca- 
lendar months,  to  be  computed  as  afore- 
s^d ;  to  wit,  himself,  the  said  John  Wilkes, 
in  the  som  of  of  1 ,000/.  with  two  sufficient 
sureties  in  500/.  each ;  and  the  said  John 
Wilkes  present  here  in  court,  is  commit- 
ted bj  the  Court  here  to  the  custody  of 
the  said  marshal,  to  be  by  him  kept'in  safe 
cu^ody^  in  execution  of  the  judgment 
r/Veo  by  the  Court  here,  and  until  he  shall 
tare  paid  the  said  fine,  and  given  such 
lecarity  as  aforesaid." 

The  plaintiff  in  error  hath  brought  two 
imts  of  error  in  parli^lment,  in  order  to 
reverse  the  judgments  given  by  the  Court 
af  King's-bench,  and  hath  assigned  for 
error,  on  both  these  judgments,  that  there 
ras  a  variance  between  the  records  and 
be  original  informations  filed  against  him, 
Q  this,  that  the  original  informations 
:bargid  hira  with  having  published  the 
e>'eral  libels  aforesaid,  as  containing  mat- 
en  to  the  '  purport'  and  effect,  in  those  in- 
brmations  specified :  whereas  in  the  re- 
:ords  he  is  charged  with  having  published 
be  same  libels,  as  containing  matters  to 
be  *  tenor'  and  effect,  in  the  same  infer- 
lations  specified* 

Aod  thereupon  he  prayed  two  writs  of 

Certiorari,  which  were  granted.    And  b^ 

ie  return  thereto,  it  appears,  that  the  on- 

ioal  informations  aforesaid,  are  sent  to 

or  sovereign  lord  the  King,  in  this  pre- 

mt  parliament,  as  fully  and  entirely  as 

)e  same  are  filed,  entered,  and  remain  in 

)e  custody  of  the  said  lord  chief  justice 

r  the  court  of  King's-bench ;  and  there- 

f,  it  also  appears,  that  the  said  records, 

^  the  same  original  informations,  are 

tnststeot,  and  that  there  is  no  variance 

»ween  them :   wherefore  on  the  part  of 

«  plaiotifi^in  error,  it  is  apprehended  that 

i  is   precluded  from  making  any  objec- 

>D,  with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  the 

bves^d   amendments  and  trials,  under 

«  above  circumstances,   that   being  a 

lestion  proper  to  be  agiUited  in  the  court 

King's-bench  only,  which  has  decided 

^  it,  and  not  the  subject  matter  of  a 

ft  of  errors. 

[VOU  XVI.] 


The  First  Error 
Is  assigned  by  the  ptaintiffin  error,  as  de« 
cisive  upon  both  the  judgments,  viz.  That 
it  does  not  appear  by  the  said  records, 
that  the  said  sir  Fletcher  Norton,  knight, 
by  whom  the  said  informations  against  the 
said  John  ^'ilkes  were  exhibited,  had  any 
lawful  power,  warrant,  or  authority,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  the  land,  t9  exhibit 
the  said  informations  in  the  recoids  afore- 
said specified;  and,  therefore,  that  the 
said  informations  are  not  sufficient  infer-, 
mations  in  law,  whereon  to  convict  the 
said  John  Wilkes  of  the  offences  in  and 
by  the  same  informations  charged  upon 
him,  and  to  ground  the  aforesaid  judg- 
ments against  him. 

Whereupon  the  plaintiff  in  error  hum- 
bl  V  hopes,  that  the  iudgroents  of  the  Court 
of  Kin^'s-bench  will  be  deemed  erroneous, 
and  will  be  reversed,  for  the  following 
(among  other) 

Reasons  : 

I.  Because  the  said  informations  are  ex- 
hibited and  filed  by  the  said  sir  Fletcher 
Norton,  as  his  Majesty's  solicitor  general, 
ex  nffictOf  when,  by  virtue  of  such  his  of- 
fice, he  had  no  general  authority  so  to  do. 

II.  Because  it  does  not  appear,  that  ha 
had  any  special  authority  so  to  do. 

Much  doubt  has  been  formerly  enter- 
tained, by  those  who  were  most  eminently 
distinguished  for  their  knowledge  of  the 
criminal  laws  of  this  country,  whether  any 
criminal  informations  were  lawful.  The 
constructions  of  Magna  Charta,  cap.  29^ 
some  ancient  statutes,  and  books  of  the  law^ 
declare  and  agree,  That  no  man  can  be 
charged,  but  by  indictment  or  present* 
ment. — In  the  case  of  the  King  and 
Birchett  and  others,  1  and  2  William  and 
Mary,  reported  in  5th  Mod.  463,  and 
there  called  Prynne's  case,  sir  Francis 
Winnington  averred,  that  lord  chief  jus- 
tice Hue  had  often  said,  *<  That  if  ever 
informations  came  in  dispute,  they  could 
not  stand,  but  must  necessarily  fall  to  the 
ground."-^It  is  admitted,  however,  that 
the  court  of  Kin^'s-bench  in  that  case 
held,  that  informations  lay  at  common  law. 

The  present  ooestion  therefore  will  be^ 
Who  are  the  officers  known  to  the  law, 
and  described  in  the  law  books,  as  the 
persons  with  whom  only  this  right  of  ex- 
nibiting  informations  ex  officio  rested  ?-^It 
may  be  clearly  collected,  from  the  autho- 
rity of  the  legislature,  and  the  law  books, 
that  these  officers  were  only  the  king's  at- 
torney general,  and  the  "king's  coroner, 
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to  which  latter  is  always  added,  in  nich 
cases,  the  title  of  attorney  also — Vo  act 
of  parliament,  no  law  book,  mentions  any 
other  officer,  as  having  this  power  in  any 
case,  or  under  any  circumstances.— From 
the  king's  coroner  this  power  was  taken 
away  by  the  statute  4  and  5  William  and 
Mary,  cap.  18,  and  was  then  left  in  the 
attorney  general  only«— Serjeant  Hawkins 
in  his  second  volume  of  Pleas  of  the  Crown, 
foL  268,  observing  upon  that  statute's 
taking  away  this  power  firom  the  king's 
coroner  and  attorney  only,  says,  firom 
whence  it  follows,  that  informations  ex- 
hibited by  the  attorney  general  remain  as 
they  were  at  common  law. 

Such  informations  can  only  be  exhibited 
in  the  court  of  King's-bench,  of  which 
court  the  king's  attorney  general  and  the 
king's  coroner  and  attorney,  conunonly 
called  the  master  of  the  Crown-office,  are 
officers  upon  record,  and  have  their  known 
•eats  and  places  .there  as  such. 

Sir  B^holomew  Shower,  in  his  reports 
fol.  1 14,  in  the  same  case  above  mentioned, 
in  5  Mod.  argues  and  observes,  upon  the 
statute  SI  Elizabeth,  cap.  5,  and  its  pro- 
viso  in  sect.  S,  providing  **  That  Uiat  act 
shall  not  extend  to  any  such  officers  of 
record  as  have,  in  respect  ef  their  offices, 
theretofore  lawfully  used  to  exhibit  infor- 
nations,"  that  it  is  the  judgment  of  par- 
liament, that  there  were  officers  to  exhibit 
them,  and  those  that  are  meant  must  be 
the  attorney  and  his  deputy  the  coroner, 
fori  know,  says  he,  no  other.^— It  may  be 
thought  that  sir  Bartholomew  Shower  is 
inaccurate  in  calling  the  cor<mer  deputy 
to  the  attorney,  because  the  coroner  has  a 
auperior  seat  in  the  court  of  King's-bench 
to  the  attorney.— But  sir  Baruolomew 
Shower  must  be  understood  to  q>eak  of 
the  coroner,  as  deputy  only  in  this  in- 
atance,  he  not  having  equal  power  with  the 
attomjey  over  the  information  when  exhi- 
bited ;  for  the  coroner  cannot  put  a  stop 
to  it  even  though  he  should  have  the  king's 
warrant  linder  his  sign  manual  for  the  pur- 
pose; and  vet  the  attorney  general  can, 
by  virtue  of  his  office,  stop  it  at  once  by  a 
noli  prose^uif  which  appears  by  the  case 
of  the  King  v.  Bensoip,  I  Vent.  83.  Sir 
Bartholomew  Shower,  fol.  120,  says  fur- 
ther, I1iat  in  case  of  malicious  prosecu* 
tion,  no  action  lies  against  the  attorney  or 
coroner,  any,  more  than  against  a  grand 
juror  or  prosecutor ;  and  the  reason  given 
for  it  is,  because  they  are  upon  their  oaths, 
and  so,  sajrs  he,  they  (meaning  the  attor- 
ney and  oorooer)  are  here  as  <nBcers  upon 


record — and  foL  t22,  he  says,  the  wqr  of 
apprizing  the  Court  is,  by  *  dedit  cafiv 
hic  intelligi  et  informari,'  before  any  piei 
cess  which  is  done  by  a  sworn  offioer-4J 
filed  of  record.  ^  j 

If  it  be  contended,  that  duriog  the  w 
cancy  of  the  office  of  attorney  g^eial,!!! 
auUiority,  in  this  respect,  aev<^e8upil 
Uie -solicitor  general;  it  is  answered,  im 
no  law  book,  or  judicial  determkiatioi^ 
warrant  that  argument.  It  is  admittsl 
that  Uiere  are  some  modem  instances  ii 
the  rolls  of  the  Crown-office,  of  infonan 
tions  filed  by  tlie  solicitor  general,  ex  €fi 
fido^  some  of  which  describe  the 
of  the  office  of  attorney  general,  u  if 
was  the  circumstance  from  whidi  tHe 
licitor  general  derived  his  airtbority, 
raised  to  himself  this  power*— But  ss 
others  are  silent  about  such  vacancy, 
nmst  prove  a  general  or^^inal  su 
or  notning ;  because  if  a  qiedal  a 
is  to  give  the  title,  it  must,  by  the  ndcs 
law,  be  set  forth  in  the  recora,  for 
out  of  the  record  can  warrant  the 
ment  upon  the  record.— There  does 
appear  to  be  one  instance  (^  a  lit^ 
or  judicial  opmion,  concerning  awdi 
formations  filed  by  the  solicitor  geneial 

It  appears  upon  'the  records,  thsl'' 
attorney  general  became  the  p 
of  the  present  informations,  before 
judgments  were  given.  But  no  adoi 
afterwards,  by  the  attorney  general,  <f 
these  illegitimate  ofispring  can  sanetifr! 
their  birth. — If  the  infonnadons  werebiaj 
when  they  were  filed,  no  subsequent  si 
whatsoever  could  make  them  good.        ■ 

Wherefore,  as  the  legislature  baveai 
substituted,  nor  meant  to  substitute  tM 
solicitor  j^eneral,  or  any  other  persoatf 
persons,  in  the  room  of  the  oorooer,  fi«iV 
whom  they  took  this  power,  or  in  lit 
place  of  the  attorney  genera),  during  At 
vacancy  of  that  office,  as  it  was  alwqrsM, 
the  power  of  the  king  to  supply  thst  vs> 
cancy  at  any  moment  be  pleased  ^ss  Ai; 
legislature  have  left  the  attorney  gcM^ 
the  only  known  officer  in  law,  autsoriNl 
to  exhibit  criminal  informations  ex  gfki^f  \ 
as  the  solicitor  ffeneral  is  no  sworn  ofidf 
of  the  court  or  King's-bench,  either  Ski 
of  record,  or  otherwise ;  as  all  the  k/fi 
books  are  consistently  silent,  shoot  asf ; 
power  lodged  in  him  tor  such  purpose;  tf 
this  power  has  of  late  time  om^bM 

urped  by  the  solicitor  general  in  M*t 
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modern  instances,  and  those  too  ▼vyi^^ 
th^  form,  as  if  he  did  not  know  on  ^^ 
ground  he  claimed  or  exercised  the  po«*'t 
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ftnd  as  lie  ^ipeais  to  hare  bad  no  warrant 

«r  authoritj  wliatBoever,  to  act  in  this  in- 

ataoce,  as  attorney  for  the  crown,  it  is 

^omblv  submitted  by  tbe  plaintiff  in  erroTy 

that  toe  informations  in  question  were 

Sted  without  any  lawful  «ithority»  and  for 

tht  laMon  are  fondamentally  bad,  and 

Nidyfo  as  not  to  warrant  any  judgments 

90D  them  against  the  plaintiff  in  error. 

Tbe  plaintiff  in  error  therefore  humbly 

^o^  toat  for  these  and  other  reasons  to 

k  ofaed  at  the  hearing,  the  said  judg* 

^ieatshsll  be  reyersed. 

The  Sboovd  Erkok 

la  awigncd  by  the  pbintiff  in  error,  as 

laffifctjar  only  oartor  the  judgment  giyen 

by  tfaeuMnt  or  King's-bench,  upon  the  in- 

Csrwarioo  for  puMwhmg  the  libel  entitled 

'*  in  Essay  on  Woman,"  yis.  that,  by 

dot  judgment,  he  is  sentenced  to  be  im* 

poHMicd  for  the  space  of  twelve  months, 

^0  commeDce  at  a  foture  time  after  the 

living  that  judgment ;  whereas,  by  the 

w  ^  the  land,  such  imnrisonment  ought 

a  conuMnce,  at  and  trom  the  time  of 

iini;  the  judgment,  and  not  at  any  foture 


Whereupon  the  pbintiff  in  error  humbly 
spei,  that  tlmt  judgment,  as  to  the  com- 
Mcement  of  the  unpribonment,  will  be 
kened  erroneibus,  and  will  be  reyersed 
irthe  following  (among  other) 

Reasons : 

All  judgments  in  law,  as  they  aflbct 
iter  the  property  or  the  persons  of  those 
jUDst  vmm  tMy  are  giyen,  ou^t  to 
wain  in  them  the  clearest  and  most  pre* 
k  certainty,  and  to  take  immediate  ef- 
fet :  but  nsora  espedaily  suc&  judgments 
\  lay  a  restraint  upon  the  liberty  of  the 
iiaows  of  his  M^i|es^'s  subjects. 
The  present  ju<%aent  is  deficient  in 
Ufa  these  points. 

1.  it  does  not  take  immediate  eftct, 
tie  to  commence  in  future,  yiz. after 
edeterosinationof  another  imprisonment, 
fiicted  wpOA  the  plaintiff  in  error»  by 
letfaer  jodgraent,  giyen  upon  a  different 
Bocd,  totally  unconnected  with  this. 
S.  it  does  not  contain  aay  precise  cer- 
inty.«4»ecause  it  is  uncertain  when  tbe 
St  impriseament  will  determine;  upon 
c  determination  of  which  ah>oe,  the  im- 
isonnaent  under  this  judgment  is  to  com* 
SQce.  If  the  judgment,  sentencinff  him 
the  first  imprisonment,  should  be  found 
roneouBy  it  is  not  easy  to  say  upon  this 
eerd,  whether  all  tbefost  impiisonnent. 


preyious  to  the  reyersal  of  the  judgment, 
IS  to  be  held-  for  nothing,  and  the  twelye 
months  to.  be  computed  from  the  time  of 
sudi  reyersal  only,  or  from  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  first  imprisonment,  all  of  which 
would  be  unlawfuL 

Who  is  to  be  the  judge  of  this  ?  Is  it  to 
be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  marshal 
how  to  settle  the  computation ;  or  is  the 

grisoner  to  go  through  another  expensiye 
tigatlon  before  the  Court  of  Kmg's^bench 
by  way  of  petition,  or  mo^on,  to  be  die* 
charged? 

If  judgments  could  lawfully  coaamence 
in  foture^  they  may  as  wdl  commence  at  a 
long,  as  at  a  short  date,  and  would  be  the 
instruaaents  of  great  oppression ;  not  by 
the  immediate  execution  of  present  and 
certain  punishments,  but  by  nolding  sus* 
ponded  terrors  oyer  the  heads  of  those 
whoare  the  oinectsof  them. 

The  pkuntiff  in  error  therefore  humbly 
hopes,  that  for  these,  and  other  reasons  to 
be  oArad  at  the  hearing,  this  judgment 
shall  be  revetsed,  as  to  the  commencement 
of  the  imprisonment,  and  that  it  shaQ  be 
taken  and  adjudged  to  comnaence  at  and 
firom  the  time  of  pronouncing  the  judg»i 
ment.  John  Glynv. 

Thomas  Davxnpoet. 

The  Lords  did  not  enter  deeply  into  the 
merits  of  the  case.  Lord  Mansfield 
shortly  recited  the  doctrine  of  libds, 
which  he  had  repeatedly  ddiyered  in  the 
court  of  Kin^s-bench,  dectaring  the  same 
to  be  aceordine  to  law.  Upon  which  the 
Judgment  of  3ie  court  of  King's-bencfa 
was  affirmed,  in  both  sentences. 

Proceedings  in  the  Lards  an  theDangUu 
AppeaH  CauseJ]  February  27*  In  the 
weH  known  cause  between  the  duke  of 
Hamilton  and  Mr.  Doughs,  the  Court  of 
Session  in  Scotland  haying  decided  in  fii« 
your  of  the  duke,  Mr.  Dou^as  appealed 
to  the  House  of  Lords.  Upon  thn  occa^ 
sion,  lord  chancellor  Camaen,  and  lord 
Mansfidd,  made  this  day  the  foibwing 
spcccnes  • 

Lord  Chancellor  Camden  .*. 

My  lords;  the  cause  before  us 
is,  perhaps,  the  most  solemn  and  im- 
portant eyer  heard  at  this  «bar.  For 
my  own  share,  I  am  unconnected  with 
the  parties;  and  having,  with  aM  poa* 
sible  attention,  considered  the  mattes 
both  in  pobKc  and  private,  i  shall  give 
ray  opmien  with  that  strictness  of  impar- 
*"    o  which  your  tocdsbipsfasM  so  jusi 
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and  equitable  a  claim.  The  question  be- 
fore usy— <*  Is  the  appellant  the  son  of  the 
late  iady  Jane  Dougias  or  not  ?"— I  am  of 
the  niind  that  he  is ;  and  onm  that  a  more 
ample  and  positive  proof  of  a  child's  being 
the  son  of  a  mother  never  appeared  in  a 
court  of  justice,  or  before  any  assize  what* 
ever. 

The  marriage  of  Lady  ^ane  to  colonel 
Stewart,  August  the  10th,  1746,  is  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands.  Her  pregnancy  in 
January  1748,  and  the  progress  of  it,  were 
observed  by  many  people;  at  Aix  la 
Cbapelle  it  was  notorious ;  her  stays  were 
widened ;  the  nuns  of  the  convent  of  St. 
Anne's  discerned  it,  notwithstanding  lady 
Jane's  modesty;  the  maid-servants  are 
.  positive  as  to  the  fact:  the  earl  of  Craw- 
ford wrote  an  account  of  it  to  the  duke  of 
Douglas,  not  as  an  hearsay,  but  as  a  fact, 
of  which  he  himself  was  fully  satisfied  by 
ocular  inspection ;  and  if  there  be  a  preg- 
nancy, there  must  be  a  deli? ery,  which 
accordingly  happened,  by  the  positive  evi- 
dence of  Mrs.  Hewitt,  who  has  deposed, 
that  '<  she  received  them  into  her  lap  as 
they  came  firom  lad^  Jane's  body." — She 
was  delivered  of  twms  on  the  10th  of  July 
1748,  at  Pari§,  in  the  house  of  Madame  la 
Bruny'in  the  Fauxbourg  de  St.  Germain. 
Lady  Jane's  ability  to  bear  children  is 
established  by  many  witnesses,  and  a  mis- 
carriage after  the  birth  of  the  twins,  still 
more  and  more  proves  the  delivery. 

But,  my  loros,  tliere  is  another  proof, 
no  less  convincing;,  that  the  appellant  is 
really  the  son  of  Lady  Jane,  and  this 
arises  from  the  uniform  tenderness  shewn 
towards  him.  It  is  in  proof  thai,  on  every 
occasion,  she  shewed  all  the  fondness  of  a 
mother:  when  he  casually  hit  his  head 
against  a  table,  she  screamed  out  and 
fainted  away ;  when  her  husband,  the  co- 
lonel, was  in  prison,  she  never  wrote  to 
him  without  making  mention  of  her  sons; 
she  recommends  them  to  clergymen  for 
the  benefit  of  their  prayers ;  is  disconso- 
late for  the  death  of  the  youngest ;  takes 
the  sacrament,  owns  her  surviving  son; 
does  every  thing  in  her  power  to  convince 
the  world  of  his  being  hers :  blesses  and 
acknowledges  him  in  her  dying  moments; 
and  leaves  him  such  things  as  she  had. 
Sir  John  likewise  shews  the  same  tender- 
ness in  e&ct:  he  leaves  him  50,000  merks 
by  a  bond  in  September  1763,  ten  years 
ehet  the  death  oi  Lady  Jane ;  and,  on  hia 
death-bed,  solemnly  declares,  before  God, 

Chat  the  appellant  is  the  son  of  Lady  Jane ;  {  •..«.»,  vi/>««9  au  u«.v.«  ».»  « , 

jm^**  I  ma&e  thi«  declarationi  said  be,  as   mineUey  and  deposes,  that  «b^  w  <^ 
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steppine  into  eternity."— A  msn  that  % 
a  thief  may  disguise  himself  in  publiq 
but  he  has  no  occasion  for  any  mask  wbe^ 
in  private  by  himself.  i 

These  positive  declarations  csdtIocJ 
the  duke  of  Douglas;  and  be  left  ^ 
dukedom,  and  other  estates,  to  his  nephe^ 
the  appellant,  who  was  regularly  serTej 
heir  thereto  in  September  1761 ;  whenl^ 
waspossessed  of  all  the  birthright  of  a  i 
so  iar  as  the  Oaths  of  witnesses,  the 
knowledgment  of  parents,  and  an  otabli 
ed  habit  and  repute  could  go.    The  ci 
aspersions  thrown  out  against  lady  Ji 
and  the  colonel,  had  been  refuted  by  tij 
late  duke  of  Argyle  and  the  countess  \ 
Stair.    No  mortal  doubted  the  appellanti 
being  the  son  of  Lady  Jane,  except  A^ 
drew  Stewart ;  his  &tner  Ardiibald  Stetj 
art ;   major  Cockran,  who  is  married  \ 
Stewart's   sister;  with  White  of  Si 
bri^s,  a  principal  actor  in  these 
These  doubted  the  matter ;  and 
Stewart,  as  by   concert,  went  over 
.  France,    not    to   procure  evidence  oi 
real  fact,   but  to  suborn  witnesses 
establish   an  article  that  never  e: 
except   in  their  own  imagination; 
design  was  bad,  and  the  means  to 
complish  it,  were  no  less  criminal  1  It 
needless  to  follow  the  searcher  tbroogh 
the  scenes  of  his  enquiry,  the  result 
whicli  was  to  return  to  Scotknd,  enter 
action  against  the  appellant,  and  bring 
own   father   to  condemn  him,  at  a  tii 
when  the  old  gentleman  was  in  a  coi 
every  way  deplorable.     And  taking 
vantage  of  his  inaccuracies,  he  makes 
second  tour  to  Paris,  where  he  publishet 
Monitoire,  entirely  to  seduce  witness 
and  mfluence  them  to  commit  the  blacb 
perjury.  In  this  paper  he  describes  tbe}M 
son  of  sir  John  Stewart,  lady  JaneDottgU 
and  of  Mrs.   Hewitt;  asserts  that  tu 
had  purchased  two  children,  ^^^  Ijjj 
wanted  to  impose  upon  the  worid,  inord 
to  defraud  a  real  heir  of  an  immense  es&J 
and  fortune ;   and  invitmg  all  who  coq 
give  light  into  the  matter,  to  come  to  I 
lodgiqgs,  which  he  particidariy  descrilM 

Mr.  Stewart  certainly  qmearedliietl 
guardian  of  the  duke  of  HamiltonJ 
pompous  title,  which  drove  several  to  tU 
own  destruction,  and  in  hopes  of  s  revai 
Among  the  number  of  those  was  Madsfl 
Mignon,  a  glass  manufticturer's  spool 
who  after  conversing  with  Andrew  StewJ 
and  his  clerk,  and  receiving  presents  m 
them,  comes  in  before  the  Tounielle  Ct 
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her  own  cbttd  to  foreigners,  whom  she  did 
not  so  much  as  knoir.    Can  a  woman  for« 
•sake  her  sucking  child  ?  is  a  rhetorical  re- 
roonstraoce  handed  to  us  from  the  highest 
aathoriiy. — ^The  thing  is  incredible,  and 
yet  the  woman  has  sworn  it !— A  drcum- 
stance  sufficient  to  render  her  testimony  of 
no  force,  when  opposed  to  the  dying  de- 
clarations of  lady  Jane  Douglas  and  co- 
lonel Stewart,  and  to  the  positive  oath  of 
Mis.    Hewitt,  whose    character  is  esta- 
blished upon  a  very  good  foundation ;  but 
take  the  declaration    of  Madame  in  all 
its  Bxtent,  yet  she  has  said  nothing  to  af- 
fect the  appellant;   the  time  when,  the 
people  to  whom,  with  every  other  circum- 
ttaace^  prove  her  not  to  have  been  the 
mother  of  the  young  gentleman ;  his  com- 
plexion, the  colour  of  his  eyes  and  hair, 
prove  that  he  was  not  her's.    The  same 
thing  might  be  said  of  the  son  of  Sanry, 
the  rope-dancer,  whom  the  counsel  for  the 
respondent  would  infer  to  be  the  child 
Sholto,  the  younger  of  the  twins :  and  as 
a  strong  proof  of  the  same,  urged,  that 
the  two  were  but  the  same  identiod  per- 
son under  different  names ;  and  your  lord- 
ships were  entreated  to  keep  in  your  view 
the  rupture  under  which  each  of  them  la- 
boured, in  order  to  prove  the  identity ! 
But  how  comes  all  out?  Saury's   chUd 
could  speak   in    November,    1749,  but 
Shoito  could  not  utter  a  word  for  some 
months  after  be  came  to  Mr.  Murray's 
house  in  December,  1749«    And  now  evi- 
dence is  o&red  to  be  produced  at  your 
lordships'  bar,  that  the  diild  Shdto  bad  no 
rapture   in    1749;  nay,  that   he  was  as 
sound  as  any  person  within  these  walls ; 
certainly  Mr.  Murray,  the  most  material 
witness  io  this  aflair,  is  more  to  be  cre- 
dited than  Madame. 

Your  lordships  have  heard  much  inee- 
Duity  displayed,  in  order  to  prove  WBt 
Imdy  Jane's  pregnancy  was  imaginary: 
the  symptoms  are  allowed,  but  the  reahty 
isnow denied,  thoush once  Andrew  Stewart 
himself  was  forced  to  acknowledge  that 
lady  Jane  was  ac;tually  with  child.  If  lady 
Jane*  or  any  other  woman,  had.  such 
symptoms,  it  is  impossible  she  could  have 
been  eased  of  them  so  soon  as  in  any  other 
manner  than  by  a  delivery;  had  she  been 
ill  of  a  dropsy,  her  bulk  would  not  have 
been  totally  dUminished  in  so  short  a  time 
as  from  the  2nd  of  July  to  the  first  week 
of  August,  when  all  who  saw  her  at 
Rheims,  conduded,  that  she  had  but  lately 
lain-in.  Great  stress  has-been  laid  upon 
Ibe  Irtfciy  Mid  te  haye  been  forged  in  the 


name  of  Pierre  la  Marr6,  the  man-midwife, 
the  person  who  delivered  lady  Jane.  I 
admit  them  to  be  forged,  and  yet  this  for- 
gery is  with  me  a  proof  of  lady  Jane's  in- 
nocence; sir  John's  hardships  are  admit- 
ted; andif  he^aflersoloogaconfinement^ 
should  cause  the  letters  that  had  passed 
between  la  Marre  and  him  to  be  tran^ 
cribed,  in  order  to  amuse  himself,  or  to 
satisfy  lady  Jane  that  they  were  not  lost, 
it  was  no  way  criminal ;  lady  Jane  received 
them,  but  observing  they  were  not  ori- 
ginals, she  laid  them  by:  so  conscious 
was  she  of  her  own  innocence,  that  she 
did  not  use  them,  nor  ever  would  they 
have  made  their  appearance,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  conduct  of  Andrew  Stewart, 
who,  upon  getting  an  order  to  search  lady 
Jane's  repositories,  found  out  these  letters, 
produced  them  in  court  to  sir  John,  when 
under  all  the  miserable  circumstances  of  a 
man  groaning  under  a  load  of  years, 
infirmities,  and  the  acutest  pains. 

The  evidence  of  Godfroi,  the  landlord 
of  the  Hotel  de  Chalons,  in  the  Rile  St. 
Martin,  is  contradictory  and  inconsistent, 
his  books  being  every  way  defective  and 
erroneous;  nor  does  Andrew  Stewart 
appear  in  a  favourable  light  in  thb  par- 
ticular; when  first  he  came  to  Godfroi's 
house,  both  the  man  and  his  wife  were  ig- 
norant of  the  matter;  neither  the  one  nor 
the  other  recollected  lady  Jane  Douglas, 
or  her  husband,  till  Andrew  Stewart,  de- 
siring a  sight  of  the  Livre  d'Inspecteur,  he 
found  two  articles,  one  of  them  *  Mr.  Flu- 
ralt  Escoissois  et  sa  fiimille  sent  entr6,  8th 
Juliet,  1748;'  and  this  he  positively  af- 
firms, with  oaths  and  imprecations,  to  be 
the  hand-writing  of  sir  John  Stewart,  with 
which  he  pretended  to  be  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted ;  but  he  was  oblised  to  retract, 
^when  other  postages  were  found  to  be  of 
the  same  hand-writing ;  this  postage  was 
found  to  be  posterior  to  one  written  on 
the  12th,  and  the  landlady  of  the  house 
declared  that  s^e  herself  had  marked  it 
down.  He  had  fifteen  rooms  and  ten  do* 
sets,  which  they  pretended  always  to  be 
fuU,  and  yet  in  their  book  it  does  not  ap- 
pear there  were  above  three  persons  m 
them  durmff  colonel  Stewart's  pretended 
abode ;  and  what  is  pretty  stranffe,  they 
had  many  women  lodgers  .during  that  year, 
and  yet  they  depose,  they  remember  none 
but  this  lady,  whom  Andrew  Stewart 
would  have  to  be  lady  Jane  Douglas. 
They  even  differ  with  respect  to  the  names 
of  their  servants;  the  counsel  at  the  bar 
have  acknowledged  Uie  inapcuiBcy  of  the 
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haclkBf  owing  to  tbe  avocations  of  the  man 
elsewhere,  and  to  tbe  inadvertencj  of  his 
mouse,  continually  hurried  by  a  multipli- 
city of  business.  Besides  a  postage  ina 
book,  such  as  the  Livre  a'Inspecteur, 
which,  likp  a  waste^book,  contains  things 
just  as  they  occur ;  or  the  Livre  de  De- 
pense,  to  which  the  articles  of  the  former 
are  transferred,  bear  no  manner  of  con- 
▼being  proof,  Uiat  the  persons  mentioned 
in  these  stayed  at  such  and  such  places,  it 
being  a  customary  thing  to  mark  down 
the  name  of  tlie  person  the  moment  he 
takes  the  lodging;  and  it  is  notorious  that 
many  persons  hare  paid  a  week,naj  a 
ihonth's  lodging,  without  sleeping  a  nip[ht 
in  it ;  and  this  is  no  more  tnan  e(^t|r> 
since  the  same  was  reserved  for  their  use. 

But  here,  my  lords,  the  pursuers  in  this 
aSair  haice  destroyed  their  own  cause; 
they  have  brought  a  sort  of  proof  that 
lady  Jane  Douglas  was  at  Michelle's  house 
allied  Le  petit  Hotel  d'Anjou,  in  the 
Riie  Serpente,  Fauxbomrg  St.  Germain; 
and  this,  at  the  very  time  when  they  would 
prove  her  to  have  been  at  the  house  of 
Crodfroi,  of  whom  so  much  has  been  said 
and  heard :  Michelle  and  Godfroi  disagree 
in  every  thing,  except  in  the  irregularity 
of  thmr  books :  and  indeed  it'  is  nard  to 
say  which  of  the  two  excels  most  in  that 
particular ;  but  not  to  insist  on  irre^lari- 
ties,  it  is  proved  to  be  the  practice  in 
Piris,  and  of  Michelle  in  particular,  to 
write  people's  names  in  these  police  books, 
as  enterea  on  the  day  the  room  was  hired, 
Uiough  the  person  does  not  enter  for  some 
dim  after. 

To  insist  on  these  things,  my  lords,  is 
tediouB ;  and  jet  the  importance  of  the 
case  requires  it.  One  madam  Blainville 
swears,  that  on  one  of  the  days  betwixt 
the  8th  and  ISth  of  July,  she  accompanied 
faidy  Jane  in  a  coach  to  take  a  view  of 
Versailles,  and  at  another  time  to  see  the 
Palace  de  Vendome ;  but  this  witness  is,  in 
every  respect,  contradicted  by  a  multipli- 
city of  evidence ;  and  in  every  view  her 
testimony  appears  to  be  absura  and  pre- 

Ssterous.  Krst,  she  is  contradicted  by 
rs.  Hewitt,  whose  deposition  bears  great 
wewfat  with  me,  as  also  by  other  witnesses ; 
for  nrst,  she,  Blainville,  says,  that  sir  John 
and  his  family  were  e^t^days  in  Mi- 
eliel)e*s  before  the  child  was  brought  to 
the  house :  whereas  Michelle's  family  all 
swear,  that  he  was  brought  next  day. 
Secondly,  she  says,  that  the  child  was 
given  to  the  nurse.  La  Favre,  the  very 
night  of  his  arrivid;    that  she  saw  Iwir 


carry  him  home  with  lier,  and  that  lady 
Jane  visited  him  in  the  nurse's  houses 
whereas,  on  the  contranr,  it  is  proved, 
that  Favre  remained  four  days  at  the  hotel, 
during  which  period  lady  Jane  went  no 
where  abroad.  Thirdly,  she  deposes,  that 
no  person  visited  sir  John  and  lady  Jaae 
durmg  their  stay  at  Michelle's:  where8^ 
by  the  oath  of  madame  Favre,  agendeman 
visited  him  there ;  but  be  that  as  it  may, 
lady  Jane  was  delivered  on  the  iOth  d 
July ;  and  BlainviUe  does  not  say  she  went 
to  Veraaillea  till  the  27th;  and  it  isno 
new  thmg  for  a  lady,  however  ddicate,  lo 
long  after  delivery,  to  go  so  for  in  a  coun- 
try where  the  weather  and  roads  are  to 
remarkably  fine,  and  the  carriages  ereiy 
way  easy  and  convenient. 

All  these  objections  to  the  reality  of  tbe 
appellant  being  the  son  of  lady  Jane,  are 
imaginary,  and  hitherto  have  been  refuted 
to  the  honour  of  the  innocent,  and  the 
more  firmly  establishing  him  in  the  poi* 
session  of  his  birthright.    They  only  tend 
to  render  her  virtues  more  brilliant  and  fl« 
lustrioQs ;   for  as  the  allegations  never  a- 
.isted  in  fiict,  but  in  the  imaginatiftn  of 
Andrew  Stewart;   so,  when  put  to  tlw 
trial,   th^  must  necessarily  faU  to  die 
ground.    Thus  he  has  asserted,  that  col. 
Stewart  received  650L  from  the  earl  of 
Morton's  banker,  some  days  before  lady 
Janets  lying-in;  and  from  thence  would 
infor  that  her  delivery  in  madame  Bruo^ 
an  obscure  house,  was  only  to  cany  oa 
the  imposture;    but  now  it  appears  that 
this  money  was  not  received  tifl  nxteen 
days  after*    How  unfortunate  for  the  duke 
of  Hamilton  to  be  under  the  directioo  of 
such  a  man !  one  who  has  involved  bin  in 
sudb  an  immensity  of  expences,  and  this 
by  examining  a  mukituoe  itf  witneasei 
upon  articles  really  foreign  to  the  cause, 
which  indeed  is  not  the  duke  of  Hamil- 
too's ;   it  is  the  cause  of  Andrew  Stewart, 
who  has  acted  so  strange  a  part,  as  wdl 
deserved  the  observation  made  at  the  bar, 
with  great  propriety,  **  That  if  ever  I  was 
to  be  concerned  in  any  busioess  with  hioif 
I  should  look  upSon  him  with  a  jealous  eye." 
I  shall  not  follow  the  noble  lord  who  spoks 
last,  through  the  various  descriptions  he 
has  given  us  of  midwifery.     His  observa- 
tions may  be  just,  but  they  cannot  aflbct 
the  character  of  lad  v  Jane  bouglas,  or  the 
cause  of  the  i^eilant,   her  son.     The 
question  before  us  is  short :  is  the  appel- 
lant the  son  of  lady  Jane  Dougtas  or  not  ? 
If  there  be  any  lords  vrithin  these  walls 
who  do  not  believe  m  a  fiatttre  state,  these 
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mtjr  go  to  death  widi  the  dedaration  that 
they  BeiieTe  he  b  not.  For  iny  part  I  tan 
for  sastainoig  the  positive  prcxrf,  which  I 
fiod  weakened  by  nothing  brouffht  i^ainst 
k ;  and  in  this  mind  I  lay  my  hand  upon 
my  breast,  and  dedare,  that  in  my  soul 
and  conscience  I  believe  the  appellant  to 
be  her  son. 

hord  Mansfield  : 

My  lords;  I  must  own  that  this 

CMise  berore  us  is  the  greatest  and  most 

important  that  occurs  to  me :  it  is  no  less 

than  an  attack  upon  the  Tirtue  and  honour 

oC  s4ady  of  the  hnt  quality,  in  order  to 

jfapsmcsB  a  young  man  of  an  eminent  for* 

tine,  reduce  him  to  begeary,  strip  htm  of 

Im  birthright,  declare  him  afr  alien  and 

a  foundling.    I  have  slept  and  waked 

npoB  Uie  subject,  considered  it  upon  my 

pmow,  to  the  losing  of  my  natural  rest, 

aad  with  all  the  judgment  I  was  capable, 

have  considered  the  various  articles  that 

mske  up  this  long  and  voluminous  cause, 

opon  wlitch  I  am  now  to  give  my  opinion 

before  your  lordships. 

I  apprehend  that,  in  the  matter  before 
OS,  three  thines  are  to  be  considered.  The 
iituation  of  lady  Jane  before  her  delivery, 
at  her  delivery,  and  after  it  was  over :  to 
all  which  the  Chancellor  has  spoken  with 
great  propriety.  It  is  proved  beyond  a 
possibility  of  doubt,  that  she  became  preg- 
nant in  October,  1747,  at  the  age  of  49 
years,  a  thing  &r  from  being  uncpmmon, 
as  is  attested  by  physicians  of  Uie  first 
rank,  and  confirmea  by  daily  experience; 
and  that  in  the  month  of  July  she  was  de- 
livered of  twins,  one  of  whom  died,  the 
other  is  still  alive ;  he  has  been  presented 
to  the  worid  by  sir  John  Stewart  and  lady 
Jane  Douglas,  as  their  son;  nor  can  he 
be  wreated  from  the  hands  of  his  parents, 
unless  some  other  had  in  their  life  time 
claimed  him  as  their  diild  in  a  legal  and 
jastifiaMe  way. 

This  action,  my  lords,  did  not  lie  against 
the  appellant  as  an  impostor ;  for  an  im- 
postor, in  the  sense  of  the  law,  is  a  per^ 
lOD,  who  wilfully  and  knowingly  pretends 
to  be  a  di&rent  one  from  what  he  really  is, 
m  order  to  defraud  another,  and  to  impose 
under  a  fictitious  name  upon  the  puolic. 
If  any  be  an  impostor,  it  must  have  been 
lady  Jane,  whom  they  ought  to  have  pr&- 
lecuted  in  her  lifetime,  and  not  at  the  dis- 
tence  of  nine  years  after  her  death :  the 
method  of  discovering  an  impostor,  is  to 
bring  his  accomplice  to  the  court  before 
Whidi  the  impostor  was  arraigned;  and 


if,  after  n  Air  trial,  the  accused  person  b» 
found  guilty,  let  him  take  tne  consl^ 
quences  thereof:  but  this  the  respondents 
have  n^lected:  the  appellant  has  been, 
for  five  years,  four  months,  and  twelve 
days,  the  acknowledged  son  of  lady  Jane 
Douglas;  and  for  tmrteen  yean  and  two 
monUis  the  son  of  sir  John  Stewart,  be- 
fore any  attempt  was  made  to  rob  him  of 
his  parents,  his  birthright,  and  his  all. 

As  the  Lord  Clumcellor  has  antf« 
cipated  much  of  what  I  intended  ta 
speak  upon  this  subject,  so  I  shall  only 
touch  at  the  situation  and  character  of 
the  deceased,  whom  I  remember  in  the 
year  1750,  to  have  been  in  the  most 
deplorable  circumstances.  She  came  to 
me  (I  being  Solicitor  General)  in  a  verjl 
destitute  condition,  and  yet  her  modesty 
would  not  su&r  her  to  complain.  The 
noble  woman  was  every  way  visible,  even 
under  all  the  pressure  of  want  and  of  po» 
verty.  Her  visage  and  appearance  were 
more  powerful  advocates  than  her  voice ; 
and  yet  I  was  afraid  to  c/Sdt  her  relief,  for 
fear  of  being  constructed  to  proffer  her  aa 
indignity.  In  this  manner  she  came  twice 
to  my  house,  before  I  knew  her  real  ne« 
cessities;  to  relieve  which, now  was  my 
aim.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Pelham  in  her  fa- 
vour ;  told  him  of  her  situation  with  regard 
to  her  brother  the  duke  of  Douglas,*  and 
of  her  present  straits  and  difficulties.  Mr. 
Pelham  without  delay  laid  the  matter  be- 
fore the  King;  the*  duke  of  Newcastle, 
then  being  at  Hanover,  was  wrote  to ;  he 
seconded  the  solicitation  of  his  brother. 
His  majesty  immediately  granted  her 
300^  per  annum  out  of  his  privy  purse ; 
and  Mr.  Pelham  was  so  generous  as  to 
order  160L  of  the  money  to  be  instantly 
paid.  I  can  assure  your  lordships,  that  I 
never  did  trouble  his  majesty  for  any 
other.  Lady  Jane  Douglas  was  the  first 
and  the  last  who  ever  had  a  pension 
by  my  means.  At  that  time  I  looked 
upon  her  to  be  a  lady  of  the  strictest  ho- 
nour and  integrity,  and  to  have  the  deepest 
sense  of  the  grandeur  of  the  fiimily  from 
whence  she  was  sprung ;  a  family  conspi- 
cuously great  in  Scotland  for  a  thousand 
years  past;  a  family  whose  numerous 
branches  have  spread  over  Europe ;  they 
have  frequently  intermarried  with  the 
blood  royal ;  and  she  herself  was  descend-, 
ed  from  Henry  7*  I  took  care  that  his 
late  majesty  should  be  made  acquainted 
with  her  fiimilv  and  name,  to  the  intent 
that  though  she  was  married  to  colonel 
Stewart,  a  dissipated  and  licentious  man,- 
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and  who  had  been  in  the  rebellion,  1715, 
yet  he  would  pass  it  over,  as  she  was  of  a 
race  who  had  always  been  eminently  lojral, 
lier  brother  having  charged  as  avoliinteerat 
the  head  of  the  cavalry  in  the  year  1715, 
when  his  cousin  the  earl  of  Forfar  died 
like  an  hero  in  defence  of  the  government ; 
and  that  his  grace  had  in  the  year  1745 
treated  the  rebels  and  their  leader  with  con- 
tempt and  ridicule :  and  indeed  his  majesty, 
from  his  wonted  magnanimity,  spoke  no- 
thing of  her  husband;  but  treated  hei^  with 
all  the  respect  due  to  a  noble  woman  of  the 
first  rank  and  quality ;  one  who  carried  all 
the  appearance  aS  a  person  habituated  to 
devolion ;  and  for  a  number  of  yearfiTtrained 
up  in  the  school  of  adversity  and  disap- 
pointment. 

Is  it  possible,  my  lords,  to  imagine  that 
a  woman  of  such  a  family,  of  such  high 
honour,  and  who  had  a  real  sense  of  her 
own  dignity,  could  be  se  base  as  to  impose 
fidse  children  upon  the  world?  Would 
she  have  owned  them  on  every  occasion  I 
Was  ever  mother  more  affected  for  the 
death  4^  a  child,  than  she  was  for  that  of 
Sholto,  the  younger  of  her  sons  ?  **  Will 
you,"  said  she,  *<  indulge  me  to  speak  of 
my  son  ?"— And  cried  out  with  great  ve- 
hemency, — **  O  Sholto !  Sholto !  my  son 
Sholto  !"—-Apd  after  spedcing  of  his  death, 
she  said, — ^^  she  thanked  God  that  her 
son  Archie  was  alive."  '<  What,"  said  she, 
**  i^ould  the  enemies  of  me  and  my  chil- 
dren say,  if  they  saw  me  lying  in  the  dust 
of  death,  upon  account  of  the  death  of  my 
son  Sholto?  Would  they  have  any 
stronger  proof  of  their  being  my  children 
than  my  dying  for  them  ?"  She  still  in- 
sisted that  the  shock  which  she  received 
by  the  death  of  Sholto,  and  other  griefs 
she  had  met  with,  were  so. severe  upon 
her,  that  she  was  perfectly  persuaded  she 
would  never  recover,  but  considered  her- 
self as  a  dying  woman,  and  one  who  was 
soon  to  appear  inihe  presence  of  Almighty 
God,  and  to  whom  she  must  answer.  She 
declared  that  the  children  Archie  and 
Sholto  were  bom  of  her  body,  and  that 
(here  was  one  blessing  of  whidi  her  ene- 
mies could  not  deprive  her,  which  was  her 
innocency,  and  that  she  could  pray  to 
Almighty  God  for  the  life  of  her  other 
son ;  that  she  was  not  afraid  for  him,  for 
that  God  Almighty  would  take  care  of 
him !  And  what  is  remarkable^  the  witness 
Mary  Macfabie  observed,  that  the  grief 
for  the  loss  of  the  child  grew  upon  ner« 
Would  she,  my  lords,  have  blessed  her 
survivbg  child  on  her  death-bed  ?  Would 
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she  have  died  ^ith  a  lie  in  her  mouth,  and 
perjury  in  her  right  hand  ?— -Charity,  that 
thinketh  no  evil,  will  not  sdkr  me  for  a 
moment  to  harbour  an  opinion  so  cniel 
and  preposterous :  or  can  we  suppose,  that 
two  people  who  had  not  wherewith  to  sup- 
port themsdves,  would  be  solicitoiii,  and 
show  all  the  tenderness  of  parents  towards 
the  children  of  creatures,  who,  forgetting 
the  first  principles  of  instinct  and  huma- 
nity, haa  sold  their  children  to  people 
whom  they  did  not  so  much  as  know  by 
their  names.  The  act  of  Joseph's  brethren 
in  selling  him,  is  represented  as  wicked 
and  unnatunil,  but  mdeed  the  critte  of 
Madame  Mignon  and  of  Madame  Sanrjjis 
still  more  black  and  atrodous! — To  cany 
thn  a  littl«  further,  suppose'  ladj  Jane 
Douglas  had  acted  this  out  of  a  principle 
of  revenge  toward  the  fimaily  of  Hamilton, 
yet  sir  John  Stewart  had  no  occasion  to 
do  so,  much  less  continue  the  viDdictive 
farce  after  her  death,  especially  when  mar- 
ried to  another  spouse.  And  here  we  may 
see  sir  John  as  much  a  parent  to  the  ap- 
pellant as  lady  Jane ;  he  was  every  way 
fond  of  him;  it  is  in  evidence;  I  know  it 
to  be  true :  my  sister  and  I  have  been  fre- 
quently at  Mr.  Murray's  with  them,  and 
were  always  delighted  with  the  care  ve 
observed.  .No  mortal  harboured  any 
thoughts  of  their  being  false  children  at 
that  time,  I  mean  in  1750  and  1751. 
Eviery  person  looked  upon  them  as  the 
children  of  lady  Jane  Douglas  and  of  colo- 
nel Stewart.  The  countess  of  Eglington, 
lord  Lindores,  and  many  others,  hare^ 
upon  oath,  declared  the  same  thing. 

No  sooner  does  the  colonel  hear  of  the 
aspersions  raised  at  Douglas- Castle,  aod 
of  Mr.  Archibald  Stewart's  swearing  that 
count  Douglas,  a  French  nobleman,  had 
informed  the  duke  of  Douglas  that  they 
had  been  bought  of  an  hospital,  than  he 
returned  an  answer  to  Mr.  Loch,  who 
gave  the  intelligence  in  a  letter  to«M(& 
He^vitt,  and  wrote  him  in  all  the  terms  ot 
a  man  of  spirit,  cordially  interested  in  tbe 
welfare  ana  happiness  of  his  son;  but  he 
and  lady  Jane  begged  the  favour  of  Cb^ 
valier  Douglas,  a  French  gentleman  and 
officer,  then  at  London,  to  acquaint  his 
cousin«the  count  with  what  was  said  ot 
him.  This  tfie  chevalier  undertook,  and 
fiilfiUed  with  the  fidelity  of  a  man  of  ho- 
nour; and  the  count,  m  consequence  of 
the  application,  wrote  a  letter  not  only J<> 
kdy  Jane,  but  to  her  brother  the  dokCf 
in  all  the  language  of  politeness  and  hu- 
manity, disowning  w^ftt  was  said  of  bim* 
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But,  iby  lordBi  the  duke  of  Douglate 
limsclf  was  fully  SAtiafied  of  the  i^pellant's 
»eing  the  real  son  of  hk  mtet  Iddy  Jaoe; 
br,  on  hegiBaiiig  to  be  knoim  after  his 
taarrMigei  aitd  te  relish  the  pleasures  of 
€ie*a}  life,  he  beeame  very  jirquisitive 
<  aboiH  tlfe  iiaet  dhape,  ancr  coeoplexioD 
if  the  appeikat^  and  if  be  appearcxl  to  be 
I  amart  bey/'  He  empleyed  sir  WilHam 
^oi^ghwy  and  others  in  whom  he  could 
onBde,  to  en^re  of  Mrs.  Hewitt,  lady 
•»e^s  eooBpanioDf  and  of  Eupheaiia  Caw 
nd  Isabel  Walker,  the  two  maid  senrants 
fko  had  liYed  wilh  them  when  abroad, 
■d  obtferred  their  conduct  in  the  moat 
Dgiiarded  momenrts,  cODceming  the  birth 
f  the  childreil ;  he  eten  searched  hxto 
ba  characters  of  these,  and  it  appears 
pom  the  depositions  of  clergymen  aad 
eliUeaMD,  of  the  first  rank  in  that  coun«- 
fy,  that  they  were  wemen  worthy  to  be 
eiieTed.  He  even  went  in  person  to 
isk  Mrs.  HewitCy  cemeraed  with  her  in 
nacitoe  ef  hie  gentleman,  Mr.  Greene 
lneilS)  cooeeming  his  sisteHs  deltvenr; 
nd  the  aonounts  given  by  these,  like  the 
adit  ci  a  eirde,  wl  pointing  to  one  and 
lie  sane  centre,  conoitning  the  reality  of 
Idy  Jaae  being  the  mother  of  the  young 
gentleman;  he  was  satisfied,  acknow- 
Bdged  him  for  his  nephew,  and  left  him 
ia  ieir. 

If  die  duke  ef  Douglas,  after  so  serious 
n  enquiry,  was  convinced,  why  should 
et  we?  ^Tis  true,  hs  grsice  has  some- 
knef  expressed  himself  warmly  agaioet 
lie  surname  of  Hamilton,  even  in  lady 
aneV  life-time,  but  never  so  warmly  as  to 
refer  a  supposititious  child  to  the  duke  of 
liat  name ;  for  he  only  declares,  ^<  that  if 
e  thought  the  children  were  lady  Jane's, 
9  woiM  never  settle  his  estate  on  the 
imfly  of  Hamilton  ;^'  nor  did  he,  till  after 
etectiag  the  frauds  and  conspiracies  that 
ad  been  so  long  and  so  industriously  car* 
isd  00  againat  his  sister  and  himself,  make 
sy  alteration  in  his  first  settlement. 

After  the  duke's  death,  the  appellant 
as  aenred  heir  to  his  uncle,  according  to 
IS  form  prescribed  by  the  law  of  Scot- 
iid,  upon  an  uncontroverted  evidence  of 
b  being  the  son  of  lady  Jane  Pouglas, 
ikes  possession  of  the  estate,  and  is  vir- 
isllv  acknowledged  heir  by  the  earl  of 
sUurky  and  by  the  duke  of  Hamilton's 
iiardiane  themselves ;  for  these  enter  ae- 
ons before  die  Court  of  Session,  declaring 
leir  right  to  certain  parts  of  the  estates, 
pen  aDmeanctent  claims  which  the  judges 
iere  declared  to  be  groun^ctt^;  but  in 
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the  whole  aetion  there  was  not  the  leaat 
intimation  that  Mr.  Douglas  was  not  the 
son  of  lady  Jane. 

It  is  needless  to  trouble  your  lordships 
with  the  Conduct  of  the  respondent's 
gaafdians  at  Paris,  and  elsev^faere  upon 
the  dontiaent.  Nothing  has  been  disco- 
vei'ed  that  could  throw  the  least  bletnish 
open  the  honour  of  lady  Jaoe  iDouglas, 
or  colonel  Stemirt;  they  have  indeed 
proved  her 'straits  there,  and  liis  imprison- 
ment here ;  but  both  these  circumstances 
carry  a  further  confirmation  that  the  ap- 
pellant is  their  son;  for  in  every  letter 
that  passed  between  them,  the  children  are 
named  with  a  tenderness  scarce  to  be  be- 
lieved ;  whereas,  had  they  been  counter- 
feits, as  pretended,  they  would  have  been 
apt  to  upbraid  one  another  fdr  an  act  so 
manifestly  tending  t6  involve  them  in  their 
snffisrings^ 

Suppose,  my  fords,  that  Mignon,  the 
gjlasa  manufacturer's  wife,  the  pretended 
mother  of  Mr.  Douglas,  had  deposed  the 
same  things  in  lady  Jane's  presence,  as 
she  has  so  long  after  her  death  ?  From  her 
evidence,  it  appears  that  she  had  never 
seen  lady  Jane;  by  her  words,  both  in 
private  and  public,  she  seems  to  deserve 
no  manner  of  credit ;  the  oath  of  Mr. 
Marray,  a  principal  witness,  has  destroyed 
every  thing  she  hab  asserted.  The  same 
thing  might  be  said  of  Sanry,  the  rope- 
dancer's  spouse,  whose  child's  rupture  wo 
were  earnestly  desired  to  keep  in  view,  to 
prove  him  to  have  been  tne  identical 
Shoho,  the  younger  of  the  twins ;  and 
now  evidence  is  offered  that  the  child 
Sfadto  had  no  rupture,  but  was  as  sound 
as  any  within  these  walls.  Your  lordshipa 
have  been  told,  and  I  believe  with  great 
truth,  that  a  gentleman,  shocked  at  the 
assertion,  had  wrote  to  the  counsel,  that 
die  ktfinence  arising  from  so  false  a  sug- 
gestion might  be  prevented.  I  always  re- 
joice to  hear  truth,  which  is  the  ornament 
of  er^dstn,  and  d)e  polished  gem  that  de- 
corates a  bar. 

The  scrutiny  in  France,  followed  b^  an 
action  in  Scotland,  produced  two  things 
never  intended  by  them ;  it  brought  forth 
a  striking  acknowledgment  of  the  appel- 
lant, by  his  father  John  Stewart,  as  is 
manifest  from  the  bond  of  provision,  read 
at  your  lordships'  bar.  Sir  John  openly 
acknowledged  him,  before  the  Court  of 
Session,  in  the  midst  of  a  crowded  multi- 
tude, and  when  labouring  under  a  load  of 
anguish  and  pain,  nay,  when  by  hini^lf, 
be  solemnly  declared  before  God,  in  the 
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presence  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
two  clergymen,  Uiat  the  young  gentleman 
was  his  son.  It  likewise  established  the 
character  of  lady  Jane;  for  on  examining 
the  proof  obtained  through  the  Tigilance 
of  |he  duchess  of  Douglas,  lady  Jane's  re- 
futation is  unsullied  and  great;  all  who 
had  the  honour  of  being  known  to  her, 
declared,  that  her  behaviour  attracted  uni- 
versal esteem,  and  Madame  Marie  Sophi 
Ciillissen,  a  maiden  lady,  with  whom  she 
lodged  several  months,  deposes  that  **  lady 
Jan^  was  very  amiable,  and  gentle  as  an 
aneel/'  It  further  proved,  that  the  elder 
chudy  the  appellant,  was  the  exact  picture 
of  his  father ;  and  the  child  Shoito,  as 
like  lady  Jane,  as  ever  a  child  was  like  a 
mother. 

I  have  always  considered  likeness  as  an 
argument  of  a  child's  being  the  son  of  a 
parent,  and  the  rather,  as  uie  distinction 
between  individuals  in.  the  human  species, 
IS  more  discernable  than  in  other  animals. 
A  man  may  survey  ten  thousand  people 
before  he  sees  two  faces  perfectly  alike ; 
and  in  an  army  of  a  hundred  thousand 
men,  every  one  may  be  known  from  an- 
other. If  there  should  be  a  likeness  of 
features,  there  may  be  a  discriminancy  of 
voice,  a  difierence  m  the  gesture,  the  smile, 
and  various  other  things ;  whereas  a  family 
likeness  runs  generalty  through  all  these, 
for  in  every  tiring  there  is  a  resemblance, 
as  of  features,  size,  attitude,  and  action ; 
and  here  it  is  a  question,  whether  the  ap- 
pellant most  resembles  his  £ither  sir  John, 
or  the  younger,  Shoito,  resembled  his 
piother  lady  Jane  ?  Many  witnesses  have 
sworn  to  Mr.  Douglas  being  of  the  same 
form  and  make  of  body  as  his  father ;  he 
has  been  known  to  be  the  son  of  colonel 
Stewart,  by  persons  who  had  never  seen 
him  before ;  and  is  so  like  his  elder  bro- 
ther, the  present  sir  John  Stewart,  that,  ex- 
cept by  their  age,  it  would  be  hard  to  dis- 
tinguish the  one  from  the  other. 

If  sir  John  Stewart,  the  most  artless  of 
mankind,  was  actor  in  the  enlevement  of 
Migndn  and  Saury's  children,  he  did  in  a 
few  days  what  the  acutest  genius  could 
not  accomplish  for  years.  He  found  two 
children;  the  one,  the  finbhed  model  of 
himself;  and  the  other,  the  exacf  picture 
in  mipiature  of  lady  Jane.  It  seems  na- 
ture had  implanted  in  the  children  what  is 
not  in  the  parents ;  for  it  appears  in  proof, 
that  in  size,  complexion,  stature,  attitude, 
colour  of  the  hair  and  eyes,  nay,  and  in 
every  other  thing,  Mignon  and  his  wife, 
Saor/  and  his  spouse^  were  tato  ccdh  dif- 


ferent from,  and  unlike  to  sir  John  St^ 
wart  and  lady  Jane  Douglas.  Amoog 
eleven  black  rabbits  there  wOl  scarce  be 
found  one  to  produce  a  white  one. 

The  respondent's  came  has  been  well 
supported  oy  the  ingenuity  of  its  managers^ 
and  great  stress  ms  been  laid  upon  the 
QOt  finding  out  the  house  where  Madam^ 
la  Brun  lived,  and  where  the  de^very 
effected ;  but  this  is  no  way  striking,  if 
consider  that  houses  are  frequently  p 
down  to  make  way  for  streets,  and  ni 
are  built  upon  the  ground  where 
run  before :   of  this  there  are  dailj  a 
amples  in  this  metropolis.    However, 
need  enter  into  no  arguments  of  this  Imi 
as  there  is  a  positive  evidence  before  us 
nor  is  it  possible  to  credit  the  witn( 
some  of  them  of  a  sacred  diaracter,  v1 
they  speak  of  lady  Jane's  virtues,  prorii 
we  can  believe  her  to  have  been  a  worn 
of  such  abandoned  principles  as  to  make 
mock  of  religion,'  a  jest  of  die  sacrament 
a  scoff  of  the  most  solemn  oaths,  and  rudi 
with  a  lie  in  her  mouth,  and  peHuiy  in 
right  hand,  into  the  presence  of  the  Jad] 
of  All,  who  at  once  sees  the  whole  ait 
man,  and  from  whose  all-discemmg 
no  secrecy  can  screen,  before  whom 
ther  crafl  nor  artifice  can  avail,  cor  j( 
the  ingenuity  and  wit  of  lawyers  can  lesse 
or  exculpate ;  on  all  which  accounts  I « 
for  finding  the  appellant  to  be  the  son  ( 
lady  Jane  Douglas. 

Upon  which  Judgment  was  given  in 
vour  of  Mr.  Douglas. 

Protest  against  the  JudgmevAp!^ 

the  Douglas  Cause.']     But  the  fSlow 

Protest  waa  entered : 

**  Dissentient, 

*<  Because,  upon  the  whole  of  the 
dence,  it  appears  to  us  that  the  appeli 
has  not  proved  himself  to  be  the  boo 
lady  Jane  Douglas,  and  consecjueotiy  i 
entitled  to  the  character  of  heir  of  taili 
and    provbion    to    Archibald  duke 
Douglas. 

"  Because  we  are  of  opinion  that  it 
proved  that  the  appellant  is  not  the  s< 

of    lady    Jane    Douglas.^ •C&i^ 

Bedford,  Bristol,  C.  P.  S.,  Sas 
wich,  Dunmore,  Milton." 

Proceedingsin  theCommonsonti 
Expulsion  of  Mr.    Wilkes.*]    ^< 

*  "  Mr.  Wilkes's  affair  early  enfpH 
Hoase  of  Commons :  a  petition  was  bro« 
up  hy  sir  Joseph  Mavbey,  in  which  v\\ 


] 
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14, 176S.    Sir  Joseph  Mawbey  prewnted !  by  the  UBantmout  judgment  of  the  Court 
(be  foUovii^  Petition  from  Mr.  Wilkei :      or  Common  neas,  he  wat  served  with  a 

To  ihe  Honourable  the  Commons  of  ":!l^>?!!:i.^?"5\!_"'fi*-.*^.*^i"«^^^ 


Great  Britain  in  Parliamert  as- 
sembled ;  The  humble  Petition  of 
John  Wilkes,  Esq. 

**  Sheweth, 
*^  That  in  April  1763  your  petitioner. 


upon  an  information ;  that  counter-notices, 
signed  Summoning  Officer^  were  sent  to 
several  of  his  jury  onl}  the  day  before  the 
trials;  that  nevertheless  the  trials  came  on 
the  day  fixed;  that  the  records  were  ma- 
terially altered  at  lord  Mansfield's  hous^ 


then  a  member  of  the  honourable  House  by  his  lordship's  orders,  againiit  the  con 
of  Commons,  was  by  a  general  warrant ,  aent  of  your  petitionees  solicitor,  only  the 
apprdiended  and  carried  before  the  two ;  evening  before  the  trials,  witdout  the 
prmcipal  secretaries  of  state ;  that  he  ap-  !  knowledge  of  your  petitioner,  he  being 
^Ikd  by  his  friends  to*  the  Court  of  detained  abroad  at  that  time  by  illness; 
CoBUBon  Fleas  for  a  Habeas  Corpus,  which  ,  that  the  papers  seiaed  under  the  said  ge- 
was  ordered  to  issue  immediat^^;  of  this  neral  warrant  were  produced  as  evidence 
he  iqaainted  the  said  secretaries  at  his  I  on  his  trials;  that  Philip  Carteret  Webb, 


exsoaaation  by  them,  who,  notwithstand- 
ing; committed  your  petitioner  a  close  pri- 
soner to  the  Tower,   although  charged 
SBJy  with  a  misdemeanor ;  that  for  three 
iajs  00  person  was  suffered  to  have  access 
to  him ;  that  his  house  was  plundered,  his 
bureaus  broke  open^  and  his  papers  car* 
ried  away  under  the  said  general  warrant; 
that  after  his  discharge  n'om  the  Tower, 


proceediaca  against  him  siooe  the  year  1763 

•rere  hrtdlj  recited,  aod  the  instice  of  the 

Boose  was  claimed  in  redressing  bis  grievances; 

Rmdry  motions  eosoed ;  the  proper  officers 

vere  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  a  oopy 

ff  the  proceedings  in  the  court  of  King's 

^eocb ;  and  a  day  beinjg^  appointed  for  taking 

heae  naatlers  into  consideration,  it  was  ordered 

kit  due  notice  should  be  given  to  Mr.  Wilkes, 

od  to  several  other  parties,  who  mieht  appear 

a  witnesses.    Among  them  was  Mr.  Wehb, 

•te  seeietary  to  the  treasnry,  who  being  ia  the 

Kiition  accused  of  highly  improper  conduct, 

tqaested  an  opportunity  of  ?mdicatio^  him- 

^f,  and  was  allowed  to  be  heard  either  m  per- 

oa  or  bir  counsel. 

**'  fieroretbe  petition  was  discnssed,  a  motion, 

Dade  for  the  purpose  of  asoertaining  whether  a 

Bembcr  ooovided  of  publishing  a  libel  was  en- 

itlcd  In  privilege,  was  debated  with  much  acri- 

my,  and  at  length  decided  in  the  nijgative. 

^  the  time  appointed  for  considering  bis  peti- 

M,  Mr.  Wilaes,  being  brought  before  the 

liuae  io  custody,  objected  that,  by  an  act  of 

■riiament,  he  coold  not  legally  appear  there 

^oot  taking  the  oaths ;  out  this  objection 

^  orer-ruleo.    On  a  sobMqueot  day ,  he  took 

Beeptioii  to  the  word  *  blaapheoDOOS,'  used  in 

BKribiDg  the  Essay  OB  Woman ;  which,  after 

ioog  doNite,  was  expunged.    Tbe  evidenoe 

I  ivpport  of  the  petition  sulMtsntiated  only  tbe 

M^wdlaot,  that  lord  Mansfield  had  altered 

.^record  ofbis  indictment  the  day  before  the 

^1.     It  was  deariy  demonstrated  that  the 

^k^ce  of  altering^  records  in  the  nMnner  com- 

''f  ned  of  was  ancient,  and  supported  by  nom- 

^leaa  pwgajrnta  fiom  the  bsginaiog  of  tbe 


esq.  then  solicitor  to  the  treasury, 
suborned  and  bribed,  with  the  pubue 
money,  one  Micliael  Curry,  to  give  evi- 
dence against  your  petitioaer  at  the  trials 
according  to  the  airections  of  the  said 
Webb ;  that  vour  petitioner  was  in  March 
last  elected  knight  of  the  shire  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  in  April  appeared 
before  the  Court  of  Khig's-bench,  when 
the  said  Court  committed  him  to  the 

law  books  to  that  period  ;  end  on  a  solemn  ar« 

foment  of  the  same  objection  in  Westminster- 
all,  the  practice  had  been  confirmed  by  all  the 
iudges.  Tbe  petition  accused  Mr.  Webb  of 
Dribing,  with  tne  public  money,  one  Curry, 
Wilkes's  domestic,  to  steal  the  Essay  on  Wo- 
man ;  but  this  chaige  was  not  proved.  A  vote 
of  severe  censure  was  moved,  but  afterwards 
modified  into  a  declaration,  that  the  aspersions 
in  the  petition  were  frivolons. 

*'  Anotlier  complaint  against  Mr. Wilkes  was 
immediately  presented.  Lord  Weymouth,  the 
secretary  of  state,  havina^  in  the  preceding 
year,  written  to  the  magistrates  of  Surrey,  re- 
commending them  no  longer  to  permit  tumults 
to  assume  so  dangerous  an  aspect,  but  to  make 
early  application  for  a  military  force  in  aid  of 
the  civil  power;  tbe  letter  came  into  Wilkes's 
possession,  and  be  published  it,  with  an  inflam* 
ooatory  and  insuking  eumment,  denominating 
tbe  affair  in  St.  George's  Fields  a  horrid  mas- 
sacre, and  the  consequence  uf  a  hellish  project, 
deliberately  planned.  Lord  Weymouth  com- 
plained to  the  HouKC  of  Lords  of  a  breach  of 
prif  ilege ;  and  the  printer  of  the  newspaper  ae- 
knowledffing  that  be  received  tbe  letter  fit>m 
Mr.  WilKes,  a  conference  of  tbe  Lords  and 
Comrooua  was  heU.  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  tbe  bar 
of  the  lower  House,  triumphantly  avowed  the 
publication,  and  claimed  the  thanks  of  the 
country  for  having  exposed,  in  a  proper  light, 
•'  that  bloody  scroll." 

"*  The  House  being  thug  in  full  possession  of 
the  necessary  evidence,  a  motion  for  hia  expol- 
aion  area  made,  and  after  a  Strenuous  deliate, 
carried  by  a  ooDsidcrable  imjority,'*  A<|olpb«s; 
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King's-bencfa  pruon :  and  that  in  June  ke 
was  sentenced  to  a  fiirtber  impriMmneBt 
of  twenty-two  months  in  the  said  prison, 
where  your  petitioner  now  is. 

<<  That  your  petitioner  submits  ibe 
whole  of  his  case  to  the  wiedoin  and  jus* 
tice  of  this  honourable  House,  in  the  fiill 
persuasion  of  having  an  ai&ctual  and 
apeedy  redress  of  all  his  grievances.  And 
your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  rfiall 
ever  pray." 

.  «<  F'rom  the  KingVbendi  Prison, 
November  S,  1768." 

This  Petition  fumiafaed  an  sieoptsion  for 
^e  memorable  proceeding^  which  fol- 
lowed. At  first  it  was  aiteerted  by  the 
iBuuster  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
iflr.  Wilkes  should  prove  evevy  pert  ef  his 
Petition.  Thi9  produced  an  oraer  Ibr  the 
proper  officers  to  lay  before  the  House  a 
copy  of  tbe  prooeedings  upon  the  several 
informations  in  Uie  court  of  King^s^bench, 
•gainst  Mr.  Wilkes;  after  which  tlie 
Jouri)^  and  Resolutions  of  the  House 
upon  that  subject  in  the  year  1T63  being 
examined,  a  day  was  appointed  for  the 
bearing  of  ^be  matter  of  tne  Petition,  and 
also  of  the  proceedings  in  the  court  of 
King's-bench,  of  whidi  notice  was  order- 
ed to  be  given  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  a  great 
number  of  persons  who  were  concerned  sf 
actors  or  witnesses  in  these  transactions, 
among  whom  was  Mr.  Webb,  late  secre* 
tary  to  the  treasury,  and  against  whom  a 
heavy  charge  was  laid  in  the  Petition,  were 
ordered  to  attend  the  House  at  the  sanae 
time.  But  in  a  few  days  the  minister 
chanced  his  mind,  and  did  not  chuse  that 
all  tne  allegations  in  the  Petition  should 
tie  (Proved.  Accordingly,  when  a  motion 
was  made  for  an  Address  to  his  Maiesty, 
that  tbe  auditor  of  the  impre«t  should  lay 
before  the  House  copies  of  ail  such  ac- 
oeunts  as  had  been  passed,  declared,  or 
wceived,  from  Philip  Carteret  Webb,  esq. 
since  Midsummer,  1762,  it  passed  in  the 
negative.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Webb 
petitioned  for  an  oppoj^t unity  to  vindicate 
nimself,  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  from 
the  chargea  thgt  were  made  against  him. ; 
which  he  was  allowed  to  do,  either  by  him- 
self  or  bis  counsel,  at  the  time  of  hearing 
the  matter  of  the  Petition.  Application 
having  been  also  made  by  Mr.  Wilkes  for 
liberty  to  attend  the  House,  in  order  to 
support  the  allegations  of  his  Petition,  it 
was  complied  with,  and  liberty  of  counsel 
allowed  bim  for  that  purpoae.  ^fter 
thwe  pfevioM  *aMpa  bad  ha«o  takQn»  the 


time  for  hearing  the  matter  of  lis  M 
tioB,  which  had  been  originaSy  fiasd  k 
the  2nd  of  December,  was  howe?er  potd 
to  the  l^th  of  the  ^ame  month;  ilia 
which  it  was  finally  adjoumed  to  the  27ti 
of  January  1769. 

January  23,  1 769.  Mr.  Joseph  Maiti 
moved,  **  That  John  Wilkes,  esq.  dthoogi 
he  is  convicted  of  publisfajag  a  ssdidoo 
Itibal,  is  entitled  to  pnvMege  of  pariiiBUBt' 
He  opened  diis  i»  a  veiy  gentad  BiDMr 
observed  it  was  not  uie  came  d  H 
Wilkes  hepleaded,  but  oT  the  wMtUMN 
that  he  himself  had  no  acquaintaacevill 
that  gentleman ;  had  voted  agaiutkial 
his  Actions,  aodmenlioBedhisnnsd^ 
as  iiecessaiy  to  bring  on  a  fu^  i 
BO  mueh  iropovtanco  to  die  veryMig^ 
the  House  ;  it  was  %rme  a  vote  bad  peip 
in  the  last  parliament,  that  prifflep^ 
parliament  did  not  OKtond  to  ^<  wiMsgd 
publishing  libels,"  but  fkat  kw$ium 
•ary  the  person  ahottld  be  hoik  mifmd 
publisher;  that  if  frivile^  wai  ttha 
away  tor  publishing  only,  not  a  mtote^ 
the  House  could  be  sale.  He  hopedlkt 
House  would  take  it  into  their  lerioitf  e* 
sideralion,  for  it  was  tiie  oaaw  of  ill 
whole ;  and  a  vote  taking  away  bis  pd 
vilege,  would  strike  a  fatal  blow  at  m 
liberty  of  parlia,ment. 

Lord  North  said;  be  was  gbd  ih^i^ 
gentleman  had  made  such  a  oiotioo;  M 
It  was  exceedingly  proper  te  ht^^ 
affair  settled  before  JPnday  neit,  fki 
Mr.  Wilkes  was  to  bo  brought  dova  p 
soner  to  the  House,  as  it  would  beveif 
improper  to  bring  Wm  down  in  t^*^** 
ner  if  entitled  to  privilege;  it  tfccPcW 
should  be  discussed  before  that  ^ijf 
the  hon.  gentleman's  deseriptiop  wjl( 
Wilkes  did  not  euSipiently  defCcikQW 
he  therefore  moved  that  it  abQuld  beaa|2 
to  the  motion,  ^  aad  also  ef  P*^o^ . 
publishing  a  malignant,  obsoane,  9^ 
pious  libel,  and  now  stands  <^^^^^ 
the  KingV-bench  prison,  by  ▼vta®,^ 
several  judgpaenta  of  the  Court  of  Pr 
bench,  for  the  said  ofifences  ;'*         ^j, 

This  alteratien  of  the  rootioo  «»JJJ 
changed  the  question  in  dehal^  ^wM 
beoame  the  ^eation,  whether  ^''JjjyJJ 
only  in  such  eitounwCapMes  wit  «^ 
to  privilege,  and  not  general  «  ^J  v*! 
before,  on  which  Mr.  Martin,  9f  ^ 
who  supported  his  motion,  <J^^^JJ^ 
it;  but  the  ministry,  finding  *« jJSS 
of  the  gif^ouod  they  were  got  oa$  ^^^ 

QdvatHmUrt/i  lM«inAipw*>f*^ 
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tervingy  that  he  alone  had  in  the  former 

session  of  parliament  mentioned  the  name 

of  Wilkea;    that  if  the  House  had  then 

entered  on  that  business,  it  would  have 

preTented    several    disagreeable    conse- 

aiiences  which  had  since  happened ;    that 

tae  nation  was  on  the  brink  of  ruin  through 

iIm  means  of  that  erand  incendiary;  that 

tfae    law,   which   m   pre-eminence  was 

calied  learned,  bad  suffered  in  the  opinion 

sf  the  whole  nation,  either  for  its  inactivi^ 

or  iosoCciency.    The  ministry  disjointed, 

bad  never  dared  to  act  with  that  beeqpiing 

spirit  wMeh  the  dignity  of  the  crown  re> 

ooirad ;    througjh  the  great  ones  abetting 

ncdoo,  and  the  little  ones  immersed  in 

ssdiCioB.     Wilkes,  the  daring,  wicked,  in* 

teons  ifieendianr,  W%es,notyet  crushed, 

aay  so  fhr  from  it,  seeming  to  rise  on  his 

own  or  the  nation's  ruin.    He  would  jgive 

the  H^Hse  a  history  of  that  man^s  actions. 

He  beg:un  his  career  by  timt  most  darins 

of  pqiers  the  North  Briton,  in  which  ho  haa 

endeavoured  to  overthrow  the  Uoion,  to 

create  divisions  between  the  united  kins- 

doms ;  and  lastly,  to  insult  Majesty  itself. 

He  then  proceeded  to  etve  an  account  of 

his  foUowing  actions.  But  was  caNed  to 

order  by 

Sir  GtorgB  SamUfy  who  observed,  that 
the  hialora  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  life  had  no* 
thing  to  do  with  the  question ;  that  the 
gendeoMn  cold  the  story  very  prettily,  but 
might  as  well  tell  any  other  story,  the 
question  being  an  aflatr  that  concerned 
the  House. 

Colonel  Luitreil  went  on  again  in  the 
same  strain^  called  Wilkes  an  infernal 
parricide ;  was  called  to  order  again,  and 
much  penonal  abuse  passed ;  however,  the 
question  was  put  md  carried  for  the  alte* 
ration,  165  to  71. 

Then  the  main  question,  thus  amended* 
being  put,  <*  That  John  Wilkes,  esq.,  al- 
though ho  is  convicted  of  printing  and 
publishing  a    malignant,    seditious,    and 
scandalous,  libel,  and  of  prtnting  and  pub- 
lishing three  obseene  and  impious  libels, 
and  now  stands  committed  to  the  King^s- 
beach   prison,  by  virtne  of  two  several 
judgments  in  the  court  of  King's-bench, 
for  the  said  offenees,  is  inti^led,  fagr  privi* 
lege  of  parliament,  to  be  discharged  from 
ilia  imprisonment  for  the  said  ofcnccs  C* 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Martin  then   moved,    **That  m 
entering  in  the  votes  of  this  day  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  upon  the  said  ques- 
tioa,  the  origmal  motion  be  stated^  with 
(he  proceedings  ef  the  House  ia  inaking 


the  several  amendments  thereunto.''  Mr. 
Martin  said,  that  if  this  was  not  done,  the 
world,  who  knew  he  had  made  a  motion, 
would  suppose  that  he  had  made  it  as  it 
stood  altered  by  the  House,  which  might 
hurt  his  character,  his  motion  being  a  pub« 
licone,forpubliepurposesonly;  Chatthemo- 
tion  as  it  now  stood,  not  having  any  of  those 
requisites,  but  seeming  personal,  he  could 
wish  to  have  no  liand  in  it ;  that  so  large  a 
majority  having  agreed  to  the  alteraUoQ. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should 
have  all  the  honour  of  it  to  hiqusdf.  The 
arguments  against  this  motion  were,  thast 
freedom  of  debate  should  be  as  sacred  aa 
possible,  that  every  act  of  any  particular 
member,  when  adopted  by  the  Houses 
was  the  act  of  the  whole  House,  and  aa 
sueh  should  be  considered  abroad ;  4>at 
the  votes  were  an  td>stract  published  td 
the  world  of  the  proceedings  of  the  whc4a 
House,  and  should  not  tend  to  thrown 
particular  blame  or  honour  on  any  person ; 
that  m  the  Journals  the  state  or  tne  case 
would  be  seen  at  large,  wfaidi  was  aufl« 
dent  to  establish  any  member's  charac- 
ter Uk  posterity.  The  House  ^ided  on 
the  question,  59  for  it,  and  96  against  it. 

January  S7.  The  several  orders  of  the 
day  being  read,  for  hearing  the  matter  of 
the  Petition  of  John  Wilkes,  esq.  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  and  of  the  proceedings 
on  several  informations  in  the  court  of 
King's-bench  against  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes ; 
and  also  fer  hearing  Philip  Carteret  Webb, 
esq.  by  himself  or  his  counsel,  against  an 
allegation  in  the  Petition  of  the  said  Mn 
Wilkes ;  lord  North  moved,  **  That  the 
counsel  for  Mr.  Wilkes  be  not  admitted  to 
be  heard  upon  any  of  the  allegations  con- 
tained in  the  bM  Petition,  except  the 
complaint  of  the  records  having  been  ma- 
terially altered  by  lord  Mansfield's  orders ; 
and  the  charge  againtt  Philip  Carteret 
Webh»  iesq.  ofnaviog  subomefT  and  bvibed 
with  the  public  money,  one  Miehael 
Curry,  to  ffmt  evidmoe  against  Mr.  Wilkaa 
according  to  tiie  directioiiaaf  the  said  Mr. 
Webb."* 
'  ■  '    ..■-—■■..      ■ ..  ■  ■     I      ,    ■■■   ,  > 

*  H^aDwicKS  Papbbs.— Letter  to  the  Earl 
ef  HtvdwialM,  ifetad  J«i.  aa,  ir€9> 

The  HoQte  sat  till  twelve  last  night.  The 
miestiou  proposed  by  lord  North  was  the  oon- 
noioff  Wilkes's  counsel  to  two  MMOts  only  in 
his  Petition,  the  alteratioo  of  the  record  by 
lord  MaosSeld,  and  Webb*s  application  of  the 
public  money.  Wilkes*s  ftieadfi  and  most  of 
lord  Rockingham's,  together 


539] 


9  GEORGE  IIL 


ProceaUnss  in  the  Cwimons 


fMO 


The  argumente  for  the  morion  were. 
That  as  to  the  other  points,  namely,  ge- 
neral warrants,  confinement  in  the  Tower, 
subpcena,  &c.  some  of  them  had  been  de- 
termined already,  others  were  now  under 
consideration  of  the  courts  below,  and* 
consequently,  as  he  could  get  relief  for 
those  things,  it  was  improper  to  brmg 
them  before  the  House;  that  as  to 
the  breaches  'of  privilege,  as  they  had 
taken  place  during,  the  last  parliament, 
they  could  not  properly  be  called  so  to 
this;  that  most  of  tne  matters  alluded  to 
in  the  Petition  were  not  denied,  so  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  proving  them. 
The  principal  speakers  were  lord  North, 
the  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Rigby,  and  sir 
F.  Norton.    He  spoke  very  well. 

The  arguments  on  the  other  side  were 
chiefly,  that  as  the  Petition  had  been  re- 
ceived, the  whole  ought  to  be  proved,  if 
the  petitioner  thought  it  for  his  advantage ; 
that  one  proof  followed  another  so  de- 
pendently,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  se- 
parate them :  that  justice,  humanity,  zeal 
for  the  constitution,  should  make  it  wished 
for  to  examine  more  carefully  those  points 
which  had  indeed  been  proved  to  an  in- 
ferior court,  and  which  could  only  get  re- 
dress in  the.  House  of  Commons.  Sir 
George  Saville,  Mr.  Dowdeswell,  Mr. 
Burke,  Serjeant  Glynn,  and  col.  Barr6 
were  the  best  speakers  on  this  side,  and 
manr  bad  ones  there  were  on  both  sides. 

Mr,.Burke  observed,  that  libels  were  pu- 
nished very  partially;  that  it  was  safer 
to  offend  and  libel  the  constitution  than 
the  minister ;  that  he  had  three  or  four  in 
his  pocket  in  which  the  Revolution  was 
mentioned  as  the  vile  cause  of  aU  these 
troubles.  Magna  Charta  was  vilified  in 
others,  ^e  Bui  of  Riehts  condemned,  and 
in  short  every  part  of  our  happy  constitu- 

Satriots,  were  for  taking  in  the  whole,  sir 
oseph  Mawbey  taking  the  conduct  and  lead. 
Mr.  Grenville  tboa^ht  with  lord  North,  and 
defended  the  limitation.  On  a  diviiioo,  for  lord 
North's  motion  378,  against  it  131. 

WUkes  and  his  couosel  were  then  called  in, 
and  ioformed  of  this.  Wilkes  told  us,  that  as 
a  member  of  parliament  he  desired  to  tender 
his  qualification  acoordiogto  act  of  pa^ia* 
ment,  aod  be  sworn.  He  was  desired  to  with- 
draw, and  the  House,  afler  some  small  debate, 
came  to  a  Retolotion  that  in  his  circumstances 
this  was  not  oecessary.  He  with  his  counsel 
were  called  in  again,  and  apprized  of  this  se- 
cond Resolution,  to  which  he  said  nothing,  and 
the  remamder  of  this  business  was  adjourned  to 
Tuesday.  Lord  March  and  Sandwich  were 
present. 
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tion  attempted  to  be  overturned,  and  yet 
no  person  was  prosecuted  for  them. 

Mr.  liigbi^  answered,  tliat  those  papers 
(he  had  but  read  one  of  them)  were  iono- 
cent,  as  they  hurt  nobody. 

Colonel  Barre  gave  Mr.  Ri^y  a  pretty 
trimming  for  this ;  as  he  was  a  minister, 
he  supposed  he  spoke  the  language  of  the 
whole ;  that  Mr.  Kigby  was  very  well  oE- 
could  turn  himself  weU  in  his  bed— as  he 
had  a  whole  one  to  himself.  He  did  not 
envy  him,  but  would  not  take  his  place  to 
adopt  his  principles.  Hecondumwith 
saying  he  would  give  the  ministiy  some 
advice :  there  were  but  two  ways  to  d^ 
stroy  Mr.  Wilkes*s  popularity;  the  first 
to  grant  him  a  free  pardon,  which  would 
go  a  great  way  towards  it ;  but  if  yoo 
want  to  do  it  effectually— take  him  into 
the  ministnr. 

On  the  mvision  the  Ministry  were  278| 
and  the  Opposition  ISL 

Mr.  Wilkes  was  then  brought  to  the 
bar,  and  the  Speaker  acauainted  his  coud- 
sel  witli  the  said  Resolution : 

And  Mr.  Wilkes  having  submitted  tt 
the.  House,  whether  he,  being  elected  a 
knight  of  the  shire  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  could  be  at  the  bar  of  the 
House,  without  delivering  in  his  qualifica- 
tion, and  taking  the  oath  required  ny  an  act 
passed  in  the  S3d  year  of  his  late  majesty's 
reign,  intituled,  **  An  Act  to  enforce,  and 
render  more  effectual,  the  laws  relating  to 
the  qualification  of  members  to  sit  in  the 
House  of  Commons ;"  he  was  directed  to 
,  withdraw.    And  the  said  Act  was  read. 

Resolved,  «<  That  Mr.  Wilkes  be  again 
brought  in,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  ac- 
auaint  him,  that  his  being  in  custody  at 
tne  bar,  with  his  counsel,  in  order  to  «up* 
port  the  alleffations  of  his  Petition,  witlw 
out  having  tdcen  the  oaths,  or  delivered  la 
his  qualification  at  the  table,  is  not  any  of* 
fence  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of 
any  act  of  parliament  made  relative  to  the 
(qualification  of  members  to  serve  in  par* 
Lament.'' 

Mr.  Wilkes  was  then  remanded  to  f|n- 
son>  and  the  further  hearing  of  the  Petitioo 
was  adjourned  to  the  Slst.      « 

January  SI.  •  The  several  orders  of  the 
day  being  read,  for  the  further  hearing  of 
the  matter  of  so  much  of  the  Petition  of 
John  Wilkes,  esq.  as  this  House  has^ 
rected  to  be  heard ;  and  of  the  orooeed* 
ings  on.  several  informations  in  the  court 
or  KingVbench  against  the  said  Mr* 
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WDkes;  and  also  the  hearing  of  Philip 
Carteret  W^b,  eaq.  by  himself  or  his 
counsel ;  Mr.  Wilkes  was  brought  in,  to  the 
bar.  And  the  counsel  on  both  sides  were 
called  in. 

And  Mr.  Wilkes  having  submitted  to  the 
Mouse,  that  the  entries  in  the  votes  of 
this  House,  of  the  2Sd  and  24th  of  No- 
vember last,  of  the  title  of  the  copy  of  the 
record  erf*  the  proceedings  on  an  informa- 
tion in  the  court  of  KingVbench  against 
the  said  Mr.  Wilkes,  for  blasphemy,  were 
not  founded,  there  bein^  no  such  record 
for  *  blasphemy'  esustine;  he  was  di- 
rected to  withdraw ;  and  the  further  hear- 
ing of  the  said  matters  were  adjourned  for 
a  qoarter  of  an  hour. 

A  motion  was  then  made.  That  the 
eodorsement  of  the  said  copy  be  altered, 
by  erasing  the  word  *  bhttphemy/  and 
inserting  m  words,  *  Three  obscene  and 
impious  libels,'  instead  thereof;  the  said 
motion  was,  with  leave  of  the  House,  with- 
drawn. 

Ordered,  **  That  the  entries  in  the  votes, 
of  the  titles  of  the  copies  of  the  records 
presented  to  this  House  upon  the  23d  of 
November  last,  be  so  altered,  as  parti- 
cularly to  express  that  the  words,  *  for  a 
libel,'  and  '  for  blasphemy,'  contained 
in  the  said  entries,  were  part  of  the  titles 
indorsed  by  the  officer  who  presented  the 
iaid  copies,  and  no  part  or  the  said  re- 
cords ;  nor  intended  to  convey  any  opinion 
of  the  House  concerning  them." 

The  arguments  for  tne  words  standing 
were,  that  no  one  reading  the  Essay  on 
Woman^  or  No.  45,  of  the  North  Briton, 
but  must  be  entirely  convinced  in  his  own 
mind  that  they  were  libels,  and  blitephe- 
moua ;  that  a  title  on  the  back  did  not 
make  them  what  they  were  not ;  and  that 
it  was  usual  always  to  entitle  a  paper  by 
its  contents ;  on  the  other  hand  it  was  as- 
serted, that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a 
blasphemous  libel :  blasphemy  there  was, 
but  that  Mr.  Wilkes  had  not  been  found 
guilty  of  that  crime ;  that  several  words 
were  used  in  the  information  as  in  indict- 
ments^  which  had  no  strict  relation  to  the 
crime  (as  an  indictment  for  a  trespass, 
which  runs  *  wickedly,  &c.  with  force  and 
anns,^  Ac.)  and  an  indorsement  on  the 
back  of  such  indictment  would  only  say 
for  a  trespass ;  that  the  words  *  blasphe- 
mous libel,'  as  they^  were  not  therefore 
^licable  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  could  only  serve 
4e  purpose  of  blackening  him.  An  in- 
<iorseraent  oa  the  back  of  the  paper, 
*4ould  be  only  the  titlei  and  not  the  coo* 
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tents;  and  the  title  should  not  eonvey  any 
higher  idea,  or  more  exaggerate,  than 
what  is  the  real  case. 

Mr.  Wilkes  then  proceeded  with  his 
evidence;  he  proved  the  alteration  of  the 
records  by  lord  Mansfield,  but  failed  in 
proving  the  accusation  against  P.  C.  Webb, 
for  suborning  with  the  **  public  money,'* 
Curry  his  servant  to  betray  him,  and  steal 
the  Essay  on  Woman. 

The  further  hearing  of  the  matters  of  the 
said  Petition  was  adjourned  to  the  foUow- 
ing  day. 


FebrutfT  1.  Mr.  Blackstone  opened  the 
debate  with  observing  on  the  evidence  aa 
to  the  alteration  of  records.  He  observed 
that  there  were  numberless  precedents  of 
such  alterations  from  the  beffinning  of  the 
law  books  to  the  present  time,  and  that 
therefore  a  practice  so  well  established 
must  be  legal :  he  said,  that  in  the  present 
case,  on  Mr.  Wilkes's  motion  it  had  been 
debated  in  Westminster-hall,  and  the  prac- 
tice confirmed  on  the  opinion  of  all  the 
iudges;  Mr.  Wilkes  in  his  Petition,  by 
leaving  out  that  circumstance,  had  thrown 
the  most  gross  aspersions  on  lord  Mans- 
field, he  therefore  moved,  <<  That  it  having 
been  determined  by  the  court  of  King's- 
bench,  that  the  two  Orders  made  by  lord 
Mansfield,  chief  justice  of  the  said  court, 
for  the  Amendment  of  the  Informationa 
exhibited  in  the  same  against  Mr.  Wilkes, 
were  according  to  law  and  justice,  and  the 
practice  of  the  said  court,  the  Complaint 
of  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  respect  thereof,  is  an 
audacious  aspersion  upon  the  said  Chief 
Justice,  calculated  to  convey  a  gross  mis- 
representation of  the  fact,  and  to  prejudice 
the  minds  of  the  people  against  the  admi- 
nistration of  public  justice."  He  was  se- 
conded by 

Mr.  Payne^  who  delivered  a  set  speech. 
Flis  chief  argument  run  on  the  supposi- 
tions, that  because  a  clerk  had  blundered 
in  his  drawing  indictments,  a  prisoner 
should  escape' justice;  or  because  a  judge 
could  not  amend  his  faults. 

Sir.  F.  Norton  on  the  same  side  added, 
that  Mr,  Wilkes's  Petition  was  true  in  let- 
ter, but  substantially  false.  Several  more 
spoke  on  the  same  side,  with  nearly  the 
same  arguments. 

The  Opposition  (the  Speakers  as  usual) 
did  not  much  denv  the  legality  of  what 
lord  Mansfield  hacf  done,  but  attempted  to 
shew  the  danger  of  that  practice,  as  it  left 
ho  much  in  the  power  or  a  judge  i  that  it 
was  a  practice  confined  to  civil  actionfl» 
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aod  informatifmi  by  tbe  Attoriiey  CreMral 
€mqfficM  f  th«t  ib  criminal  cases,  mdict* 
ments,  &c.  not  a  tittle  eoidd  be  altered, 
but  the  prisoner  might  avail  himself  of  all 
Uimders;  that  it  was  doI  usual  tocensure 
a  man  for  bis  petition  who  had  proved  the 
alli^adoOB  of  It;  and  that  the  imputations 
were  sere  xm  the  practice  of  the  law  itself 
than  on  lord  Mansfield;  that  therefore 
there  was  no  occasion  to  vindica^  with  so 
high  a  handy  a  character  not  aspersed 
by  it* 

Mr.  Grenville  at  twelve  at  night  spdie 
pretty  much  to  the  same  purport,  and  of- 
wred  an  araendnieiit  to  the  motion,  by 
leaving  oat  the  words  *  andacioue  a^r- 
aiea,'  and  qaalifying  the  rest,  which  botb 
parties  apec^  to,  and  the  Resolution  pasa^ 
ed  as  fowws : 

Resolved,  '«  That  the  twa  Orders  made 
by  lord  Mansfield,  chief  justice  of  the 
court  of  King*s>bendi,for  the  Amendment 
of  the  Inforroatiom  exhibited  in  the  said 
court  against  Mr.  Wilkes,  were  accotding 
lo  law  and  justice,  and  the  practice  of  the 
said  court,  aad  confirmed  by  the  subse- 
quofit  determinalion  of  the  said  Coart ;  and 
tnat  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  re- 
spect thereof  is  frivolous ;  and  that  tbe 
aspersions  upon  the  said  Chief  Justice,  for 
making  the  said  two  orders,  thereby  con- 
vejed^  are  utterly  groundless,  and  tend  to 
pnjuc^e  the  minds  of  the  people  against 
'   the  administration  of  pnUie  lastice." 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wilkes  has  not 
nnke  sood  hii  charge  against  Philip  Car- 
teret Webb,  esq. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  matters 
ef  the  said  PetitioR  was  then  adjourned  to 
the  next  day. 

February  2.  Mr.  Wilkes  was  brought 
in,  and  asked  what  defence  he  could  mdce 
coocemtfiff  the  Prefatory  Letter  to  lord 
Weymeuth's  Letter  to  the  Justices.  He 
sakl  nearly  the  following  words :  **  Sir,  I 
was  the  person  who  sent  lord  Weymouth's 
letter  to  the  printer,  and  I  do  glery  in 
confessing  myself  the  author  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  Prefatory  Letter.  I  thought  it 
my  daty  to  bring  to  lirht  that  bloody 
scroll.  Were  I  permitted,  I  could  bring 
stich  evidence,  as  would  induce  this  hon. 
House,  not  only  to  entertain  the  same  sen* 
tiasenis  6n  H  with  myself,  but  abo  to  for- 
irsrd  an  injMachmeiit  on  the  noble  lord 
who  wrote  it.  I  shall  never  deny  what  I 
look  on  aa  a  meritorious  action,  and  for 
wfaidi  I  oof^t  t0  have  year  thanksu" 

The  Heusa  h4ixh^  now  possessed,  af  aUr 


th6  evidence  Agaiiist  Mr.  Wilkes  for  writing 
this,  entered  into  a  debste  on  the  ceanire 
they  ought  to  give  it.    It  wss  moved  by 
the  Attorney  General  to  agree  with  the 
Lords  in  calling  it  '*  an  insolent,  icifi* 
dakns,  and  Seditioos  lib^L'*    The  chief 
arguments  were  a  dascriptien  of  the  itete 
Loiadon  was  in  at  the  time  of  theelectioos, 
the  mobs  in  St.  George's  Fiel(k,  &g.  aad 
the  clamour  universally  made  Sot  the  mi* 
nistry  to  exert  thensekes:  that  govern- 
naent  bekig  trampled  on  in  such  aa  suda« 
cious  manner,  the  civil  magistrates  unaUe 
i0  pnt  the  laws  in  execution— «tbe  csnsta* 
Ues  a  part  of  tbe  inob--^here  wse  do  r^ 
Bsedy  bat  to  apply  the  military:  that  ihii 
letter  was  no  other  than  to  let  the  jnsticei 
kilow  where  they  might  find  soldiers  reedy 
to  attend  them :   tbi^  n  secretary  of  itate, 
having  done  his  duty,  ought  to  receive 
the  approbation  of  the  ComaMns,  aed  a 
person  traducing  him«  be  punished  for  it. 
On  the  contrary  it  was  argued,  that  the 
House   of  Commons   were  not  propei 
judges    of  libek ;    that  lord  Weymoeth 
migbl  more  properly  get  hia  remedy  in  b 
court  of  kw;   that  this  was  not  a  libel 
against  government  or  the  coastkutioo, 
but  only  against  a  minister;  and  that  tbe 
House,  in  making  theroaelves  judges  ro  this 
affiiir,  would  involve  themselves  in  com- 
plaints of  the  same  sort  from  every  minis- 
ter  who  should  think  himself  libelled;  that 
the  assistance  of  the  military  should  never 
be  called  for  but  at  the  last  eXtremitji 
and  that  no  such  extremity  subsisted  in 
St.  George's  Fields^ 

Tlie  following  Resolution  was  then 
agreed  to,  on  a  division  of  239  to  136: 

Resolved,  **  That  the  Introduction  to 
the  copy  of  a  letter,  addresaed  to  Daniel 
Ponton,  esq.  chairman  of  the  q[oarter  ses- 
sions at  Lambeth,  and  dated  St.  James'S) 
the  17th  April,  1768,  contaiaed  in  a  cer« 
tain  newspaper,  intituled,  **  The  Saint 
James's  Chronide,  or  the  British  Evening 
Post,  from  Thursday  December  the  8th, 
to  Saturday  December  the  10th,  1763^ 
printed  by  Henry  Baldwin,  at  the  Britv^ 
nia  printing  office,  No.  108  Fleet  Street," 
of  which  Introduction  John  Wilkes,  esq.) 
a  member  of  this  Honae,  has  noir  at  the 
bar  of  this  House,  cmifeased  faimseif  to  be 
the  author  and  publisher,  is  an  insolent, 
scandaloQs,  and  seditious  libel,., tending  to 
inflame  aad  stnr  up  the  nnnds  of  his  Ms* 
jeaty's  subjects  to^  sediskm,  and  to  a  tool 
snbversion  of  all  good  ntdev  and  kgal  go* 
venment.*' 
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February  3.  Lord  Barrin^n  this  day 
mmred  Mn  Wilkes's  expulsion;  he  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Rigby.  The  motion  was 
in  these  words : 

"  That  Jofin  Wilkes,  esq.,  a  member  of 
tliis  House,  who  hath  at  the  bar  of  this 
Hoiite  confessed  himself  to  be  the  author 
flid  publisher  of  what  this  House  has  re- 
solved to  be  an  insolent,  scandalouSi  and 
seditious  libel,  and  who  has  been  convict- 
ed in  the  court  of  King's-b^nch,  of  having 
printed  and  published  a  seditious  libel,  and 
three  obscene  and  impious  libels,  and  by 
the  judgment  of  the  said  Court,  has  been 
sentenc^  to  undergo  22  months  impri- 
eotunent,  and  is  now  in  execution  under 
the  said    judgment,    be    expelled  this 
House." 

The  arguments  for  his  expulsion  were 
founded  on  the  badness  of  the  man,  and 
the  impropriety  of  suffering  such  a  one  to 
be  part  of  the  legislature.    The  different 
Wis  of  the  accusation  were  expatiated  on 
V  lord  Barrinffton,  lord  F.  Campbell,  lord 
Kortli,  Mr.  Kackstone,   Mr.  De  Grey, 
3Ir.  Nares,  &c.     The  Opposition  were, 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Dowdeswell,  Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Beckford,  Mr.  Cornwall,  and  Mr. 
Greaville,    whose   speech    having  been 
printed,  we  shall  insert  it  at  the  end  of 
thiB  day's  account.    Their  chief  argumen  c 
was  against  accumulated  crimes  in  an  ac- 
tuation, as  it  was  possible  for  him  to  be 
.*xpelled  even  bv  a  minority :  for  instance, 
V)  might  think  he  should  be  expelled  for 
iie  No.  45 ;  50  more  might  think  so  for 
he  Essay  on  Woman ;  and  50  more  for 
he  libel    on    lord  Weymouth's  Letter, 
liough  each  of  thes^  might  acquit  him  of 
iie  other  accusations ;  whilst  an  hundred 
Qight  entire!]^  acquit  him,  and  yet  the 
hree  fifUes  joming  together  woula  expel 
lim  :  that  though  No.  45,  and  the  Essay 
m  Woman,  being  crimes  he  had  been 
:iiflty  of  durfng  the  last  parliament,  and 
f  which  he  had  been  expelled  for  writing 
bem,  he  ou^ht  not  be  a^n  punished  for 
hem ;  that  it  was  taking  away  the  right 
f  the  freeholders  of  Mi&lesex,  who  had 
M>ked  on  him  as  fit  to  represent  them, 
bough  he  bad  been  guilty  of  those  two 
ccusations;  that  as  to  the  libel  on  lord 
^'eymouth,  if  he  was  expelled  for  that, 
le  House  of  Commons  would  become  the 
istruments  of  venceance  to  any  lord  who 
3oald    be  libelled;  that  the  Commons 
ere  deatroying  the  fundamental  constitu- 
OD,  and  if  publishing  libels  was  to  be 
luse  to  expel  a  member,  the  whole  House 
;ood  on  a  very  ticklish  fbundation.  How- 
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«ver  the  ministry  carried  it  219  to  187» 
and  (to  use  the  words  of  ^fr.  Burke)  tha 
fifth  act  of  this  tragi-comedy  is  over :  a 
tragi-comedy  acted  by  his  **  Majesty** 
servants,"  at  the  desire  of  several  <*  per* 
sons  of  quality,"  for  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  and  at  the  cxpence  of  the  consti- 
tution. 

The  Speech  of  the  right  hon.  Georox 
Gren  viLLE,  on  the  3rd  of  February, 
1769,  against  the  motion  for  expel- 
ling Mr.  Wilkes.* 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  have  endeavoured  to 
form  my  judgment  with  regard  to  this 

*  From  the  origimil  edition,  printed  in  1769, 
by  John  Almon,  with  the  fallowing  Ad- 
vertisement. 

<<  Minutes  of  the  following  Speech  hsTing 
been  taken  at  tbe  time  it  was  made,  and  soma 
copies  having  been  handed  about,  one  of  them 
fell  into  the  possession  of  tbe  publisher ;  but, 
before  he  wonld  ofier  it  to  the  public,  he  sob* 
mitted  it  to  tbe  perasal  of  some  gentlemeD, 
who  bad  heard  the  Speech  delif  ered,  and  whose 
accurate  and  reteoti?e  memories  ha?e  supplied 
every  defect  in  the  mbutes.  He  can  therefore 
now  venture  to  vouch  for.iu  authenticity ;  and 
assures  the  public,  it  is  reallv  and  literally 
what  the  title  iroporU  it  to  be,  the  Speech  of  a 
right  honound>le  gentleman,  upon  the  motion 
forexpdiing  Mr.  Wilkes  the  first  time  from 
his  seat  in  &e  present  pariiament  for  the  coun« 
ty  of  Middlesex.  Thongh  at  tbe  same  time  ba 
is  bound  in  justice  to  inform  them,  that  it  is 
published  without  the  approbation,  consent,  or 
knowledge,  of  the  right  hon.  gentlenun  who 
made  it. 

"  To  prevent  the  reader  from  confounding 
the  subsequent  proceedingi  against  Mr.  Wilkea 
with  that  which  gave  occasion  to  this  Speech, 
the  fatal  consequences  of  which  are  therein  so 
clearly  predicted,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark, 
that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  firat  elected  for  theoouoty 
of  Middlesex,  on  the  28th  of  March,  1768; 
tbat  he  was  expelled  on  the  drd  of  February, 
1769,  th(»  day  on  which  this  Speech  was  de* 
livered  ;  that  he  was  re-chosen  tor  Miildiesex 
the  16th  day  of  the  same  month ;  that  his  elec- 
tion was  declared  void,  and  himself  declared 
incapable  of  bemg  elected  into  tbe  present  par- 
liament, on  the  17tb  day  of  the  same  month  ; 
that  he  was  again  elected  on  the  16tb  day  of 
March,  when  no  other  candidate  appeared,  ex* 
cept  Mr.  Dingley,  who  had  not  one  vote  ^  that 
his  election  was  again  declared  void  on  the  17th. 
of  the  same  month ;  that  on  the  ISth  of  April 
he  was  returned  by  the  sheriffs,  as  havmg 
1,143  votes,  and  col.  Luttrell  only  296.  That 
on  the  15th  day  of  the  same  month,  the  House 
of  Commons  voted,  *  That  Mr.  Luttrell  ought  to 
have  been  returned  ;'  aqd  that  gentleman  took 
bis  seat  accordingly.    That  a  Petition  froufc 
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fluestion,  which  was  not  unexpected,  upon 
tne  fullest  and  most  impartial  considera- 
tion ;  and  having  done  so,  I  do  not  think 
myself  obliged  to  make  the  least  apology 
to  any  individual,  or  body  of  men  whatso* 
ever,  for  the  opinion  which  I  shall  deliver 
upon  this  subiect. 

I  should  mdeed  have  wished  that  I 
could  with  propriety  have  declined  deli- 
vering my  sentiments  concerning  it,  be- 
cause 1  am  thoroughly  sensible  that  what- 
ever my  opinion  shall  be,  it  will  be  liable 
to  great  misconstructions  and  misrepre- 
sentations, both  within  these  waUs  and 
without  doors.  If  i  give  my  vote  for  the 
motion  as  it  was  made  to  you,  it  will  be 
said,  that  I  do  it  from  a  cruel  unrelenting 
disposition,  to  gratify  a  private  and  per- 
sonal resentment  for  the  abuse  Mr.  Wilkes 
has  so  liberally  thrown  upon  me,  and  for 
that  purpose,  under  the  mask  of  zeal  for 
the  cause  of  God  and  of  the  King,  to  per- 
severe in  loading  an  unhappy  man,  who,  it 
has  been  frequently  said  in  this  House, 
has  been  already  too  severely  oppressed 
by  my  means,,  or  at  least  with  my  concur- 
rence ;  or  it  would  perhaps  be  attributed, 
especially  after  the  temperate  conduct 
which  1  have  endeavoured  to  hold  during 
this  session,  to  an  abject  flattery  to  power, 
with  the  mean  paltry  view  of  obtaining 
court  favour.  On  the  other  hand,  if  I 
give  my  vote  against  the  expulsion  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  I  shall  be  charged  with  levi^  and 
inconsistency,  with  changing  my  opmions 
as  it  may  best  suit  my  situation  either  in 
or  out  of  office ;  with  adopting  new  prin- 
ciples from  new  habitudes  and  connec- 
tions, and  with  a  factious  design  of  court- 
ing popularity,  and  distressing  all  lejgal 
government,  by  suppjorting  and  protectmg 
a  man,  whose  hehaviour  Ihad  so  repeat- 
edly and  so  heavily  censured.  If  I  know 
my  own  failings,  reven^  and  cruelty  are 
amonff  the  vices  to  which  I  am  least  in* 
dined ;  and  if  I  may  trust  to  the  reproaches 
thrown  out  against  me  by  my  enemies,  1 
have  been  often  accused  of  obstinacy  and  in- 
flexibility o£  temper,  but  seldom  or  never 
I  think  with  being  too  much  disposed  to 
alter  my  opinions  according  to  the  will  of 
others,  or  to  sail  along  the  tide  of  popular 
prejudice.    I  should  flatter  myselr,  there- 

seTenl  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Middlesex 
having  been  presented  against  Mr.  Luttrell  on 
Sbe  39tb  of  April,  tbe  House  of  Commons 
voted,  OQ  the  8th  of  May, « That  Henry  Lawes 
Luttrell,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a  koight  of  the 
■hire,  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament,  for 
the  coonty  of  Middlesex.' " 


ibre,  that  the  charge  of  sacrificing  prind- 
ples  to  court  &vour  or  popular  applaoie, 
could  not  with  justice  be  appliea  to  loej 
notwithstanding  which  I  will  again  free}| 
own,  that  I  should  have  wished  for  man| 
reasons  not  to  have  been  und^r  the  necoi^ 
sity  of  deciding  upon  this  question,  eitbe^ 
one  way  or  the  other.  But  as  it  has  bee 
proposed  to  you,  I  think  it  would  be 
base  and  unworthy  conduct  meanly  to  hid 
my  head,  or  to  run  away  from  the  cufficult^ 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  duty  of  eve 
honest  man,  if  he  is  convinced  that 
judgment  which  he  has  formed  is  a  ri^ 
one,  to  declare  it  publicly  in  his  place,  ti 
abide  by  it,  and  boldly  to  face  any  dii| 
culties  which  ^lay  encounter  it.  I  a^ 
under  no  restraint  either  from  this  or  th^ 
side  of  the  House ;  I  know  and  feel  ml 
own  independence  on  both ;  and  while 
continue  here,  I  will  exert  it;  andura 
this  occasion  execute  an'office  greater  tbi 
any  which  the  wildest  applause  of  the  ma 
titude  can  give,  or  than  the  King  himse 
can  bestow,  greater  than  the  office  of  fin 
commissioner  of  the  treasury,  or  either 
the  secretaries  of 'state:  toe  hooounti 
and  noble  office  of  speaking  the  truti 
and  of  doing  impartial  justice.  1  will  o{ 
palliate  this  man's  offences,  or  try  tome 
your  compassion :  for  that  would  be 
appeal  to  your  weakness  against  your  ju^ 
ment:  much  less  will  I  inveigh  agsdn&ih 
in  bitter  terms,  and  strive  to  excite  jc 
indignation ;  for,  instead  of  your  weakne 
I  should  then  apply  to  your  wicked  p 
•ions.  With  these  sentiments  I  shall  p^ 
ceed  to  the  immediate  examination  of 
question  before  you.  And,  in  the 
place,  I  cannot  agree  with  those  who 
urged  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  that 
motion  ought  not  to  be  complied  wij 
because  he  is  already  the  most  unh8p| 
as  well  as  the  most  oppressed  and  inju^ 
man  that  this  age  has  seen :  he  is  inde 
unhappy,  because  he  is  guilty,  and  gi{ 
must  ever  produce  unhappiness:  but, 
other  respects,  considering  his  repe^ 
offences,  ne  has  certainly  been  more  ^ 
tunate  than  his  most  sanguine  wishes  cc^ 
have  expected.  I  mean  not  to  enter  ij 
the  detail  of  all  that  has  happened  to  hi 
it  would  carry  me  too  fieur ;  out,  to  jusi 
what  I  have  said,  let  me  ask  a  few  qd 
tions.  When  he  wrote  that  seditious  li 
against  the  King  and  both  Houses  of  F 
liament,  could  he  foresee  that  be  sfaoi 
be  taken  up  by  a  General  Warrant,  agai 
the  declared  opinion  and  desire  of  that 
Secretaries  of  State,  who  repeatedly  pi 
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posed  to  hare  his  name  inserted  in  the 
warrant  of  apprehension,  but  were  over- 
ruled by  the  lawyers  and  clerks  of  the  of- 
fice, who  insisted  thej  could  not  depart 
from  the  long-established  precedents  and 
coarse  of  proceedings  ?  Could  Mr.  Wilkes 
foresee,  that  after  an  hundred  years  prac- 
tice, under  the  03^0  of  the  greatest  lawyers, 
before  the  supreme  courts  of  justice,  with- 
out being  ever  c^uestioned  in  one  single 
instance,  that  this  irr^ularity  and  illega- 
lity would  be  first  found  out  in  his  case, 
and  afterwards  adopted  by  the  voice  and 
damour  of  the  people  upon  the  occasion 
ofbis  apprehension  ?    Had  he  been  tried 
and  convicted  without  this  irregularity, 
wkt  would  have  been  his  situation,  and 
wbere  his  popularity  and  the  liberal  sup- 
Dort  which  ne  has  met  with  i  What  would 
fare  become  of  the  large  damages  which 
he  has  already  obtained  bv  this  means,  or 
the  immense  sums  which  he  now  sues  for, 
and  on  which  he  places  his  last  depen- 
daoce  ?    Are  these  the  proofs  that  he  has 
been  the  most  unfortunate,  or  is  it  more 
true  that  he  has  been  the  most  oppressed 
and  injured  man  this  age  has  seen  ?     Dr. 
Shebbeare  was  taken  up  by  a  General 
Warrant  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 
12th  January  1758,  conceived  word  for 
wordinthesameterms,  for  writing  the  sixth 
Letter  to  the  People  of  England  on  ^e 
progress  of  national  ruin,  in  which  is  shewn, 
that  the  present  grandeur  of  France  and 
calamities  of  this  nation  are  owing  to  the 
influence  of  Hanover  on  the  councils  of 
England.    Under  this  General  Warrant, 
iD  his  papers  were  seized  as  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  he  was  prosecuted  for 
this  offence  by  Mr.  Pratt,  then  Attorney 
General,  now  lord  chancellor  of  Great 
Britain.     He  was  tried  and  convicted  of  it 
m  the  17th  of  May,  and  on  the  28th  of 
November  following  he  was  sentenced  to 
ie  fined,  to  stand  in  the  pillory,  to  be  im- 
prisoned for  three  years,  and  then  to  give 
tecority  for  his  good  behaviour  for  seven 
/ears.  The  prosecution  against  Mr.  Wilkes 
»as  directed  by  the  unanimous  Address 
^  both  Houses  of  Parliament.    He  was 
^'ed  and  convicted  by  a  favourable  jury, 
^or  a  libel  oertainlv  not  less  seditious  orcri- 
<4nal  than  Dr.  Shebbeare's.    He  was  sen- 
enced  to  be  fined  50(W.,  and  to  be  impri- 
teed  for  one  year  insteiEid  of  three  years, 
>  give  security  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
sven  years,  and  the  ignominious  part  of 
le  punishment  was  wholly  remitteo.    He 
ras  ^ried  and  convicted  likewise  for  being 
Vike  author  and  publisher  of  the  three  ob- 


scence  and  impious  libels,  upon  a  prosecu- 
tion directed  in  consequence  of  an  Address 
from  the  House  of  Lords,  for  which  he  re- 
ceived exactly  the  same  sentence  as  for  the 
former  offence,  including  the  two  months 
imprisonment,  which  he  had  suffered  before 
judgment  was  given.  Was  he  for  either 
of  these  offences,  or  indeed  for  all  them 
taken  together,  so  severely  dealt  with  as 
Dr.  Shebbeare  for  one  alone  ?  I  do  not  go 
any  further  back,  though  a  multitude  of 
similar  instances,  and  some  more  severe 
even  than  that  of  Dr.  Shebbeare,  might  be 
produced  within  these  last  forty  or  fifty 
years.  What  1  have  already  mentioned 
seems  to  me  fully  sufficient  to  shew,  that 
Mr.  Wilkes  is  not  entitled  to  any  eSttraor- 
dinary  favour  on  the  present  occasiout 
from  the  plea  of  his  bavins  been  the  object 
of  extraordinary  severity  auring  the  course 
of  the  former  proceedings.  But,  though 
not  to  favour,  yet  he  is  most  certainly  en- 
titled to  that  justice  which  is  due  to  every 
man,  and  which  we  ought  to  be  more  par- 
ticularly careful  to  preserve,  in  an  instance 
where  passion  and  prejudice  may  both 
concur  in  the  violation  of  it.  These  are 
principles  which  no  one  will  dispute  with 
me,  and  in  consequence  of  them,  after 
havine  thoroughly  considered  the  charge 
contained  in  your  question,  and  the  argu* 
ments  urged  m  support  of  it,  I  am  clearly 
of  opinion,  that  I  ought  not  to  give  my 
assent  to  the  proposition  which  has  been 
made  to  you;  because  if  I  did,  I  should 
thereby  commit  a  capital  injustice.  I  am 
sensible  that  the  expression  is  a  strong  one, 
and  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  shew 
my  reasons  for  applying  it  to  the  motion 
now  under  your  consideration,  which ^  I 
shall  endeavour  to  do  as  fully  and  as  satis- 
factorily as  I  am  able. 

I  perfectly  agree  with  the  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Dyson)  who  has  told  you,  that 
this  House  has  a  right  to  enquire  into  the 
conduct  of  its  members,  and  that  they 
have  exercised  that  right  in  a  great  variety 
of  instances,  in  which  they  have  tried, 
censured,  and  expelled  them,  according 
to  the  established  course  of  our  proceed- 
ings, and  the  law  of  parliament,  which  is 
part  of  the  law  of  the  kingdom.  Let  us 
examine  the  proposition  now  before  you 
by  this  rule,  and  we  shall  then  be  able  to 
judge  wheUier  it  is  conformable  to  the 
usage  and  law  of  parliament,  to  the  prac- 
tice of  any  other  court  of  justice  in  the 
kii^om,  or  to  the  unalterable  prindplei 
of  natural  equity,  or  wfiether  it  is  a  new 
and  dangerous  mode  of  proceedipg,  un« 
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Bupported  by  any  precedent  or  example 
in  the  journals  of  parliament,  or  the  re- 
cords of  any  other  court,  calculated  merely 
to  serve  a  presetit  purpose,  and  as  such, 
well  deserving  the  term  which  I  gave  to  it 
of  a  capital  injustice.  The  charge  con- 
tained in  this  motion  consists  of  four  arti- 
cles, each  of  which,  it  has  been  con- 
tended, is  sufficient,  singly,  to  justify  the 
conclusion  drawn  from  them  all  put  toge- 
tlier,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  ought  to  be  expel- 
led. Upon  this  complicated  charge,  the 
House  IS  now  called  upon  to  give  a  judg- 
ment for  or  against  the  ouestion.  It  is  a 
well  known  and  undeniable  rule  in  this 
House,  founded  in  common  sense,  that 
whenever  a  (juestion,  even  of  the  most  tri- 
vial nature,  is  complicated,  and  contains 
diferentbranches,  every  individual  member 
has  on  indubitable  right  to  have  the  ques- 
tion separated,  that  he  may  not  be  obliged 
to  approve  or  disapprove  in  the  lump,  but 
that  every  part  of  the  proposition  should 
stand  or  fall  abstractealy  upon  its  own 
merits.  I  need  not  shew  tne  propriety  and 
the  absolute  necessity  for  this;  it  is  so 
self  evident,  that  every  argument  I  could 
urge  in  support  of  it  would  onlv  weaken  it. 
And  surely  if  it  holds  good  in  all  cases 
where  we  act  only  in  a  deliberative  capa- 
city, it  will  not  be  contended,  that  it  it 
less  true,  or  less  necessary,  when  we  are 
to  exercise  our  judicial  powers,  when  we 
are  to  censure  and  to  punish,  and  to  aQsct 
not  only  the  rights  or  our  own  member, 
but  the  franchises  of  those  who  sent  him 
hither  as  their  representative;  I  may  safely 
challenge  the  gentlemen,  the  most  know- 
ing in  the  journals  of  this  House,  to  pro- 
duce a  single  precedent  of  a  similar  nature. 
And  if  none  shall  be  produced,  as  I  am 
convinced  there  cannot,  am  I  not  founded 
in  saying,  that  this  is  a  new  attempt,  un- 
supported by  law  and  usage  of  parlia- 
ment i 

But  this  mode  of  proceeding  is  not  only 
new  and  unprecedented,  it  is  ukewise  dan- 
gerous and  unjust.  For  the  proof  of  it, 
let  me  recall  to  your  minds  what  ha9  passed 
in  the  course  of  this  debate;  one  very 
learned  and  worthy  gentleman  ( Mr.  Black- 
stone),  who  spoke  early,  declared,  that 
he  gave  his  consent  to  this  motion  for  ex- 
pulsion, upon  that  article  of  the  charge 
alone  which  relates  to  the  three  obscene 
and  impious  libels ;  disavowing,  in  thQ 
most  direct  terms,  all  the  other  articles ; 
because  he  thought,  that  the  libel  relative 
to  lord  We3miouth's  letter  was  not  pro- 
perly and  regularly  brought  before  US|  and 


that  Mr.  Wilkes,  having  been  slresdy  a- 
polled  by  a  former  parliament,  for  the  » 
ditious  libd  of  the  North  Briton,  oagbt 
not  to  be  punished  and  expelled  a  secud 
time,  by  a  subsequent  parliament,  for  the 
same  offence.    His  argument  was,  tint 
the  former  House  of  Commons  hxm 
vindicated  the  honour  of  the  King  aod  a 
parliament,  he  hoped  this  House  wooiil 
not  shew  less  zeal  to  vindicate  the  cane 
of  God  and  of  religion.    He  spoke  withi 
becoming  zeal  ancf  indignation,  raised,  a 
he  told  us,  by  having  read  some  of  the 
wicked  and  impious  expressions  coDkaiDed 
in  the  record  now  upon  your  table.  Hii 
opinions,  which  were  soon  after  foUoved 
by  another  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Ser* 
jeamt  Nares),  who  adopted  the  same  tun 
of  reasoning,  joined  to  the  serious  manoer 
in  which  he  delivered  them,  seemed  t» 
make  great  impression  upon  the  House; 
and  though  I  differ  with  him  iD  his  c» 
elusion,  yet  I  agree  with  him  in  hisprio' 
ciples,  and  was  glad  to  see  this  ofece 
treated  as  it  ought  to  be.    For,  ifwetrat 
it  with  mirth  and  levity,  we  in  some  ma* 
sure  justify  the  libel  itself  by  our  condod, 
and  share  the  guilt  of  the  author.   Ontlie 
other  hand,  what  were  the  argumeoli'tf 
the  two  noble  lords  (lord  Frederick  Csmp' 
beD,  and  lord  Palmerston),  who  t^ 
lately  for  the  expulsion  ?    They  i^ 
indeed  with  the  learned  gentlemen  in  the 
conclusion,  but  differed  widely  in  the  p- 
mises,  with  regard  to  the  articles  rf  ^ 
charge  on  which  they  founded  their  jW 
ment.    They  both  disclaimed  the  srtide 
of  the  three  obscene  impious  libels  si  oj 
ground  for  this  proceeding.    Hieyei* 
pressed  their  disapprobation  of  the  maonff 
m  which  the  copy  of  them  was  obtaW 
fromMr.  Wilkes^s  servant,  and  their  dsabtf 
with  regard  to  his  intention  to  pabw 
them.    One  of  them  therefore  desired  ^ 
draw  a  veil  over  that  part  of  the  cltf^ 
that  it  might  no  more  j>e  mentioned;  tfd 
the  other  wished  to  bury  the  wboie« 
that  transaction  in  oblivion.    The  v^ 
waving  the  rest  of  the  charge,  groawefl 
his  assent  to  the  motion  upon  tbeseditMOi 
libel  of  the  North  Briton;  the  latter,  tfj 
mistake  not,  upon  the  ^bel  a««^!f 
Weymouth,    'ftiese   ^^n^iments  JJeww 
seemed  to  meet  with  great  ^p"**^ 
from  many  of  your  members-   ^?^ 
hon. gentleman  (Mr.  Dyson),  ^^^ "^ 
conversant  in  the  journals  of  the  d^ 
and  could  not  therefore  but  be  senJ^ 
both  of  the  novelty  and  ^i^,^^ 
proceeding  upon  audi  an  accumow^''^ 
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complicated  charge,  thought  it  necteaary 
to  take  a  different  ground.  He  teemed  to 
wave  the  criminal  parts  of  the  charge,  but 
insisted  strongly  upon  Mr.  Wilkes's  inca- 
pacity of  continuing  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment, arising  fronu  his  imprisonment, 
which  the  House  had  declared  to  be  no 
case  of  privilege,  and  from  which 'they 
could  not  therefore  discharge  him. 

I  have  stated  these  arguments,  and  I 
appeal  to  the  House  whether  I  have  mis- 
represented them.    I  might  in  the  same 
manner  go  through  the  rest  of  this  debate: 
1  think  not  above  two  gentlemen,  who  have 
\iT)tipoken  together,  mve  agreed  in  assign- 
ing the  same  offence  as  the  proper  ground 
for  this  expulsion.   It  is  impossible  to  form 
asj  judspooent  concemine  tne  sentiments  of 
those  who  have  not  spoken,  except  from 
those  who  have,  and  from  the  approbation 
which  has  been  given  to  what  they  declared. 
If  I  am  to  judge  from  thence,  I  should  ima- 
gine, that  the  opinions  of  those  who  con- 
cur in  this  question  of  expulsion,  are  al- 
most equally  divided  among  the  several 
brandies  of'^the  charge  contained  in  it: 
bat  however  that  may  be,  it  is  undeniably 
true,  <bat  great  numbers  of  gentlemen 
approve  of  some  parts  of  the  charge,  and 
\lu»approve  of  others,  and  so  vice  versa. 
What,  tlien,  may  be  the  consequence  of 
blending  the  whole  of  this  matter  toge- 
ther ?     Is  it  not  evident,  that  by  this  un- 
worthy artifice,  Mr.  Wilkes  may  be  ex- 
pelled, although  three  parts  in  four  of 
chose  who  expel  him  should  have  declared 
against  his  expulsion  upon  every  one  of 
the  articles   contained  in  this    charge? 
Would  not  this  severe  puniiBhment  be  in- 
flicted upon  him,  in  that  case,  by  a  mino- 
rity, against  the  sense  and  judgment  of  a 
great  majority  of  this  House  ? 

To  explain  this  in  a  manner  obvious  to 
the  apprehension  of  every  gentleman  who 
hears  me,  let  me  suppose,  that  an  indict- 
ment were  framed,  consisting  of  four  dis- 
tinct ofences,  each  inferring  the  penalty 
of  death ;  charging,  for  example,  that  the 
prisoner  on  the  first  of  May  had  committed 
treason ;  on  the  first  of  June,  murder ;  on 
the  first  of  July,  robbery;  and  on  the  first 
of  August,  forgery.  Let  me  suppose  any 
court  of  judicature  in  the  kingdom  igno- 
rant and  wicked  enough  to  admit  of,  and 
to  try  the  prisoner  upon  such  a  compli- 
cated indictment,  notwithstanding  any  ob- 
jection he  could  make  to  it.  Might  he  not 
be  found  guilty  of  each  of  these  offences 
by  three  oifferent  jurymen,  and  declared 
innocent  by  ninCi  and  would  he  not  in 


fact,  by  this  contrivance,  be  condemned  to 
death  by  three,  although- acquitted  by 
nine  i  What  would  mankind,  what  would 
you  yourselves  say  of  ^ch  a  sentence  so 
obtained  ?  Would  you  not  think  the  term 
of  capital  injustice  too  sofl  an  expression  i 
Would  youAot  call  it  die  worst  of  mur- 
ders, a  murder  under  the  colour  of  law 
and  justice  ?  The  punishment  would  in- 
deed be  different,  oecause  the  offences 
are  so ;  but  the  mode  of  proceeding  on 
the  present  occasion  is  exactly  the  same, 
and  equally  inconsistent  with  the  law  and 
usage  of  parliament,  with  the  practice  of 
every  court  of  judicature  in  any  civilized 
country,  and  with  the  unalterable  princi- 
ples of  natural  equity.  But  I  will  restrain 
my  expressions,  and  leave  thb  part  of  the 
question  to  your  own  feelings,  which  I  am 
persuaded  will  enforce  it  more  strongly 
than  any  arguments  of  mine. 

I  have  hiuierto  taken  the  whole  of  this 
complicated  charge  together,  and  have 
shown  the  daneerous  consequences  result- 
ing from  it :  i  will  now  unravel  the  web, 
and  consider  the  different  parts  of  it  sepa- 
rately and  distinctly.  The  first  which 
presentsitself  is  the  libel  relative  to  lord 
Weymouth's  letter,  which  has  been  new 
christened  for  this  special  purpose.  It  was 
complained  of  in  the  otoer  House  as  a 
breach  of  privilege,  and  as  a  gross  and  im- 
pudent libel,  which  it  certainly  is,  against 
a  peer  of  the  realm,  and  one  of  his  Majes- 
ty's principal  Secretaries  of  State,  but 
when  it  appeared  to  be  written  by  Mr. 
Wilkes,  it  was  to  change  its  name  and  its 
nature.  The  particular  complaint,  and  all 
mention  of  the  noble  lord  concerned  in  it, 
was  to  be  dropped,  and  it  became  at  once 
a  matter  of  sedition  against  the  state. 
With  what  view  was  this  alteration  made  ? 
Why  did  not  the  House  of  Lords  address 
the  King  to  have  it  prosecuted  by  the  At- 
torney General,  in  tne  same  manner  as  was 
done  with  regard  to  the  three  obscene  and 
impious  libels  which  were  written  by  the 
same  person  then  a  member  of  this  House, 
and  were  likewise  complained  of  as  a 
breach  of  privilege 'against  a  peer  of  par- 
liament ?  What  was  the  motive  for  this 
difference  of  proceeding  in  the  other 
Hous,e,  on  two  offences  of  the  same  nature 
against  the  $ame  person  ?  It  was  not  out 
of  regard  to  us  and  to  our  privileges,  for 
they  well  knew  that  we  had  joined  with 
them  in  a  solemn  declaration  that  in  this 
case  there  was  no  privilege,  and  they 
themselves  had  proceeded  in  consequence 
of  it  against  this  very  man,  then  a  mem* 
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ber  of  parliament,  for  a  similar  oflence, 
without  communicating  it  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  Can  any  reason  be  assigned 
for  this,  except  a  desire  in  their  lordships 
to  shift  the  lurisdiction,  and,  instead  of 
sending  it  to  we  courts  of  law,  where  libels 
against  ministers  have  hitherto  always 
becfn  tried,  to  transmit  it  to  us  to  be  pu- 
nished, contrary  to  all  precedent  and  ex- 
ample, by  an  extraordinary  extension  of 
our  judicature?  And  wiU  this  House, 
whose  peculiar  duty  it  is  to  watdi  over 
and  to  guard  the  laws  of  the  land  from  all 
encroaoiments,  and  who  have  looked  with 
the  most  jealous  eye  upon  every  act  which 
has  the  least  tendency  to  exempt  the  peers 
of  the  realm,  and  their  causes,  from  that 
jurisdiction  which  is  common  to  all ;  will 
this  House,  I  say,  lend  its  name  to  such 
an  evasion,  and  extend  its  judicature  for 
such  a  purpose  ?  Shall  we  take  upon  our- 
selves so  odious  an  office,  and  answer  such 
a  demand  at  sight,  with  no  other  view  than 
to  save  their  lordships  the  difficulty  and 
obloquy  which  is  the  usual  consequence  of 
these  prosecutions  i  If  this  attempt  diould 
succeed,  and  so  easy  and  summary  a  me- 
thod should  be  marked  out  for  the  punish- 
ment of  those  who  shall  libel  ministers  of 
state,  this  probably  will  not  be  the  last 
application  which  we  shall  receive  of  this 
nature.  We  have  enough  to  do»  too  much 
I  fear,  to  maintain^  our  own  au(lk>rity  and 
dignity  unimpeached,  and  surely  the  other 
House  has  sufficient  j^ower  in  themselves, 
with  the  assistance  or  the  courts  of  law, 
to  vindicate  their  members  from  every  in- 
sult. 

The  next  article  is  that  of  the  seditious 
libel  the' North  Briton,  for  which,  the  au- 
thor and  publisher  were  deservedly  prose- 
cuted, tried  and  convicted  five  years  ago, 
in  consequence  of  the  unanimous  address 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  He  was 
likewise  expelled  by  the  last  House  of 
Commons  for  the  indignity  offered  to  them 
by  one  of  their  own  members,  of  which 
they  were  the  only  judges,  and  which 
thev  alone  could  punish ;  a  case  so  widely 
difierent  from  that  of  a  libel  on  any  parti- 
cular person  or  minister  of  state,  that  it 
is  quite  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  to 
mark  it  out  to  your  observation.  For  this 
libel  of  the  North  Briton  Mr.  Wilkes  has 
been  sentenced,  and  is  now-  undergoing 
the  punishment  inflicted  on  him  by  law. 
He  has  likewise  been  punished  by  expul- 
sion from  the  former  House  of  Commons 
for  the  particular  offence  committed 
against  them.    There  is  not  a  rule  more 


sacred  in  the  jurisprudence  of  this  coun- 
try, than  that  a  man  once  acquitted  or  con- 
demned, shall  not  be  triea  or  punished 
afnun  by  the  same  judicature  for  the  same 
offence.  How  many  notorious  criininais 
daily  escape  by  the  direct  observance  of 
this  rule,  and  yet  the  principle  of  it  is  so 
salutary  and  so  deeply  reotea  in  the  minds 
of  men,  that  no  one  dares  to  set  his  face 
against  it,  and  to  avow  an  intention  to 
break  through  it.  It  was  but  a  few  days 
ago  that  I  spoke  and  voted  to  restrain  Mr. 
Wilkes  from  entering  into  the  greater 
part  of  his  Petition,  because  the  subject 
matter  of  his  complamt  had  been  mllj 
heard,  and  the  parties  to  it  duly  acquitted 
by  the  last  House  of  Commons.  The 
House,  after  long  debate,  adopted  the  rea- 
soning, and  Mr.  Wilkes  was  restrained  ac- 
cordingly. 

Ana  snail  I,  within  the  little  space  of  a 
few  days,  forget  every  argument  which  I 
then  usied  against  him,  and  dechre  with- 
out shame  that  the  same  rule  of  lav, 
which  was  conclusive  when  urged  in  be- 
half of  his  adversaries,  should  in  the  same 
cause  be  of  no  avail  when  pleaded  in  his 
favour?  Is  this  that  consistency  upon 
which  I,  and  those  who  hear  me,  are  to 
value  ourselves  i  I  have  not  taken  un  that 
sacred  principle  so  lightly,  nor  will  I  so 
wantonly  depart  from  It.  Permit  me  to  give 
you  an  instance  of  it.  Many  years  a^o,  a 
proposition  was  made  to  allow  of  a  revisioa 
of  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial.  The 
ouestton  was  solemnly  argued.  I  then  sat  at 
tne  treasury  board  with  a  mmisterfMr. 
Pelham,}forwhomI  had  the  highest  personal 

regard  and  respect;  and  yet  in  opposition  to 
him,  and  to  the  sentiments  of  those  (lord 
Temple  and  lord  Chatham),  with  whom  I 
was  connected  by  the  nearest  ties  both  of 
blood  and  friendship,  I  repeatedly  voted 
and  spoke  against  that  revision,  in  con- 
junction with  a  noble  person  (lord  Lvttel- 
ton),  who  then  sat  at  the  same  board  with 
me,  and  an  hon.  gentleman  (general  Con- 
way), an  office^  of  the  army,  who  after- 
wards held  the  office  of  one  of  his  Majes- 
ty's principal  secretaries  of  state,  who 
now  hears  me,  and  to  whom  I  appeal  for 
the  truth  of  what  I  have  said  upon  this 
subject.  Is  not  this  the  revision  of  a  sen- 
tence given  in  a  former  parlianoent  m 
order  to  increase  it  ?  And  if  this  motion 
for  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  » 
grounded  upon  that  ofence,  shall  prevail, 
will  he  not  be  twice  expelled  and  twice 
punished  for  one  crime  by  the  same  judi- 
cature, b  direct  violation  of  that  salatarj 
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principley  to  the  truth  of  which  we  our- 
sel?e8  have  so  lately  assented  i 

The  third  article  contained  in  the  charge 
is  for  printing  and  publishing  three  impi- 
ous and  obscene  libels^  under  the  title  of 
the  Essay  upon  Woman;  I  trust  that  none 
who  hear  me,  I  am  sure  that  no  one  who 
knows  mcy  will  belieyci  that  I  mean  to 
palliate  that  crime,  or  the  seditious  and 
dangerous  libel  which  I  have  now  men- 
tioned.   1  will  go  further ;  I  cannot  agree 
with  those  who  think,  that  the  papers  re- 
lative to  it  were  obtained  by  ^  those  who 
pToiecuted  him  in  any  undue  or  improper 
loaaner.    The  contrary  has  appeared  by 
Mr.  Wilkes's  own  evidence  a 'few  days 
^0.    That  prosecution  was  begun  in  ano- 
ther place,  and  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it ;  but  in  justice  to  those  who  were  con- 
cerned, I  must  say,  Uiat  there  was  not  the 
least  foundation  tor  all  that  calumny  that 
has  been  propagated  with  regard  to  the 
maimer  of  obtainins  them,  for  the  truth 
of  which  I  appeu  to  the  examination 
which  the  House  has  so  lately  made  on 
Mr.  Wflkes's  P^ition  on  that  subject.    I 
must  therefore  freely  declare,  that  this  ob- 
servation has  no  weight  with  me.    The 
other  part  of  the  objection  is  founded  upon 
the  evidence  given  at  your  bar,  that  Mr. 
Wilkes  had  directed  only  twelve  copies  of 
them  to  be  printed,  and  had  strictly  or* 
dered,  that  they  should  all  be  delivered 
iQto  his  own  hands,  from  whence  it  is 
urged,  that  he  had  no  intention  to  publish 
them  at  large.    This  may  be,  indeed,  a 
circumstance  of  alleviation,  which  I  am 
the  more  authorized  to  say,  as  I  am  in- 
formed it  was  mentioned  by  the  learned 
judge,  in  initigadon  of  the  sentence  given 
against  him  in  the  court  of  Kins's-bench. 
But  the  strongest  plea  in  his  defence  upon 
tUs  head  is,  that  tne  crime  was  committed 
fife  years  ago;  that  the  law  has  already 
ponished  it ;  that  the  last  House  of  Com- 
mons, though  they  were  not  ignorant  of 
it  when  they  proceeded  against  him,  and 
certainly  were  not  partial  to  him,  yet,  as 
tiiey  were  not  particularly  concerned,  did 
pot  think  it  right  for  them  to  interfere  in 
it*    It  might,  uerefore,  be  thought  a  hard- 
'Up  to  him  to  let  it  pass  unnoticed  b^ 
^em,  and  many  years  after  to  transfer  it 
^  another  parhament,  and  to  reserve  it  in 
^  unusual  a  manner  for  a  fresh  censure. 
The  last  article  of  this   complicated 
^harge  is,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  has  been  sen- 
^^nced  by  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
^Cing's-bench  to  undergo  22  months  im- 
^Tisonment,  and  that  he  is  now  in  execu- 


tion under  that  judgment.  This  ci^rctmi- 
stance  has  been  principally  relied  upoa 
and  enforced  by  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr, 
Dyson),  who  has  laboured  very  strongly 
to  prove  that,  as  Mr.  Wilkes  is  tibereby 
disabled  from  taking  his  seat,  and  dmng 
his  duty  for  16  monUis  to  come,  this  disa* 
bility  alone  is  aproper  and  sufficientground 
to  justify  the  proposition  which  has  been 
made  to  you  for  expelling  him.  You 
have  been  told  very  truly,  that  his  consti* 
tuents  have  the  clearest  and  most  undenia* 
ble  ri^ht  to  the  attendance  of  their  repre* 
sentative  in  parliament;  that  there  is  no 
privilege  which  we  are  or  ought  to  be  so 
tender  of  as  to  free  our  members  from  the 
least  restraint,  which  may  prevent  or  eveo 
interrupt  then  in  the  exercise  of  their 
duty ;  that  this  consideration  is  of  such  in- 
^nite  moment,  that  the  unusual  course  of 
justice  in  all  civil  cases  is  to  give  way  to  it 
and  be  suspended,  in  order  to  preserve 
the  right  or  our  constituents  from  being 
violated  in  the  smaUest  degree :  that  wo 
have  already  declared  that  Mr.  Wilkes  is 
not  entitled  by  privilege  of  pariiament  to 
be  discharged  from  his  imprisonment,  and 
that  we  have  no  other  method  to  enforce 
the  attendance  of  our  members :  that  un- 
der these  circumstances  he  would  for  a 
long  time  to  come  be  utterly  disabled  from 
performing  that  duty  whidi  he  owes  to. 
nis  constituents,  unless  the  King  should  be 
pleased  to  pardon  him,  which  would,  in 
effect,  be  leaving  to  the  option  of  the 
crown  to  determme,  whether  one  of  our 
members  should  or  shouldnot  take  his  seat 
in  this  House.    I  entirely  concur  with  the 

Seneral  positions  which  have  beoi  laid 
own  as  the  foundation  of  this  argument^ 
but  I  differ  extremely  in  the  consequences 
which  have  been  drawn  from  it,  and  think 
that  I  can  shew  to  a  demonstration,  that 
by  the  law  and  constant  usa^  of  parlia- 
ment, the  inability  of  attending  his  duty 
for  the  space  of  a  year  or  two  has  never 
been  deemed  a  stiiHcient  reason  for  the 
expulsion  of  a  member.  I  say  his  inabi- 
lity, for  his  imprisonment  has  justly  been 
stated,  not  as  a  fresh  crime,  but  as  an  ina- 
bility in  him  to  attend,  and  in  the  House 
to  reclaim  him.  The  proposition  there- 
fore is,  that  whenever  a  member  is  re- 
strained from  doing  his  duty  here,  and 
that  the  House  cannot  compel  his  atten- 
dance without  the  immediate  interposition 
and  consent  of  the  crown,  in  all  such  cases 
the  House  is  bound  by  the  law  and  prac- 
tice of  parliameht  to  proceed  to  an  expuli^ 
sion  of  the  member  so  disabled.. 
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Let  ua  see  how  far  this  doctrine  is  war- 
ranted by  former  precedents.  Not  one 
has  been  produced  in  support  of  it.  On 
die  contrary^  need  I  put  that  gentleman  in 
mind  of  a  multitude  pf  examples,  man^  of 
which  have  happened  in  our  own  time^ 
which  prove  the  very  reverse  of  it  i  Does 
he  not  remember  the  case  of  lord  Barry- 
more  and  sir  John  Douglas,  both  of  them 
members  of  this  House,  who  were  impri- 
soned upon  the  suspension  of  the  HaliMeas 
Corpus  Act  for  a  longer  period  of  time 
than  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  who  could  not  be 
delivered  from  tluit  imprisonment  without 
the  interposition  and  consent  of  the  crown? 
Many  cases  of  a  similar  nature  must  be 
fresh  in  the  memory  of  us  all ;  but  there 
is  one  which  I  cannot  mention  without  a 
particular  respect  and  reverence  to  the 
person  concerned  in  it,  I  mean  the  case 
of  sir  William  Wyndham.  He  was  im- 
prisoned in  tlie  Tower  for  upwards  of  two 
years,  during  which  time  the  county  which 
he  represented,  and  the  public  in  general, 
were  deprived  of  those  services  for  which 
he  was  so  eminently  qualified,  and  which 
he  performed  with  so  much  honor  to  him- 
selrand advantage  to  them.  But  though 
the  times  were  warm  and  violent,  and 
many  wished  to  get  rid  of  those  abdities 
which  they  were  well  acquamtedwith,  yet 
no  man  ventured  in  that  or  any  of  the 
other  instances  to  maintain  the  doctrine 
now  laid  down,  that  because  the  parties 
were  restrained  from  their  attendance  hei^ 
by  a  legal  imprisonment,  from  which  this 
House  could  not  deliver  them  without  the 
interposition  and  consent  of.  the  crown, 
they  therefore  ought  by  the  law  and  con- 
stitution of  parliament  to  be  expelled.  I 
am  well  aware  that  in  these  cases  it  mav 
be  said,  the  parties  had  not  been  convicted, 
that  there  is,  therefore  a  great  difference  as 
Co  die  certainty  of  the  crime  imputed  to 
them.  It  is  true,  and  God  forbid  that  I 
should  draw  any  parallel  of  that  kind,  but 
with  regard  to  the  restraint  abstracted 
from  the 'Crime,  which  is  made  the  onl^ 
foundation  of  this  part  of  the  argument,  it 
is  exacdy  the  same  as  in  the  present  in- 
stance. Nor  will  the  consequences  stop 
here,  if  it  should  be  admitted  that  this  ar- 
gument is  well  founded ;  I  am  convinced 
Uie  gentleman  who  urged  it  was  not  aware 
of  them.  Would  he  wish  that  all  those 
whom  the  King  can  by  law  restrain  from 
their  attendance  in  this  House  for  the 
space  of  15  or  16  months,  and  who  are 
tnereby  unable  to  discharge  the  duty  which 
they  owe  to  their  constituents:  would  he 


wish,  I  say,  that  they  should  be  all  de- 
clared, f)»o./2rc^o,  incapable  of  sitting  in 
parliament  after  that  restraint  shall  be 
ended  ?    Has  he  forgotten  bow  many  offi- 
cers, both  in  the  limd  and  sea  8enrice> 
whilst  they  were  members  of  this  Hoase, 
were  absent  for  many  years  together,  dur- 
ing the  late  war  i    Are  there  not  many  in 
the  same  situation,  who  are  at  this  time 
actually  employed  upon  military  senrices 
in  our  garrisons  abroad  i    Can  Uiey  lea?e 
that  duty  without  the  interposition  and 
consent  of  the  crown ;  or,  if  they  cannot, 
will  it  be  contended,  Uiat  they  are  disabled 
from  ever  returning  amongst  us,  and  that 
their  seats  are  thei^y  vacated  ?  This  doc- 
trine, if  true,  would  prove  that  the  gentle- 
men of  the  army  mad  of  the  navy,  who 
from  the  nature  and  condition  of  the  re- 
spective jBervices,  are  at  all  times  liable  to 
this  objection,  are  for  that  reason  not  eli- 
gible into  this  House,  and  would  be  the 
strongest  argument  for  an  act  of  parliament 
declarin|^  their  incapacity.    Many  other 
cases  might  be  put  of  temporary  disabili- 
ties, even  for  a  longer  space  of  time, 
which    have  never  been,  and  I  beliere 
never  will  be  deemed  proper  grounds  for 
an  expulsion.    1  shall  not  however  state 
them  particularly,  because  those  which  I 
have  already  stated  will  surely  be  sufficient 
to  convince  the  House,  that  this  proposi- 
tion is  directly  contrary  to  the  practice) 
and  that  it  has  never  been  warranted  in 
any  one  instance  by  the  law  and  usage  of 
parKament. 

Dot  it  has  been  uraed,  whatever  may 
be  the  case  in  point  ofform,  with  regard 
to  the  several  articles  contained  in  this 
question,  whether  taken  together  as  sn 
accumulated  and  complicate  charge,  or 
considered  separatdy  and  distinctly,  yet 
this  House  paust  necessarily  be  the  judges, 
whether  any  member  of  their  own  is  or  ii 
not  a  fit  person  to  sit  aroons^t  them,  and 
it  has  been  argued,  ^lat  if  the  last  parlia- 
ment thought  him  unfit,  the  present  has 
certainly  an  equal  right  to  adjudge  that 
he  is  so.  It  has  been  asked,  what  mri 
has  he  had  since  that  time  to  recommend 
him,  and  to  induce  the  present  parliament 
to  think  him  a  propierer  man  to  sit 
amount  them,  than  he  was  to  sit  among 
their  predecessors  ?  This  would  indeed  be 
a.  conclusive  argument,  if  we  really  hi^l 
that  discretionarv  power  of  excluding^ 
those  whom  we  tnink  improper  upon  wbick 
it  is  founded.  But  we  have  no  such  gene* 
ral  authority  vested  in  us,  nor  is  ^^^J! 
single  precedent  where  we  have  preteoo^ 
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to  exercife  it    Whenever  this  House  has 
expelled  any  member,  it  has  invariably  as- 
ngned  some  particular  offence  as  the  rea- 
son for  such  expulsion.    By  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  this  constitution,  tl>e 
right  of  judging  upon  the  general  pro- 
priety or  unfitness  of  their  representatives 
IS  entrusted  with  the  electors,  and  when 
choflen,  this  House  can  only  exclude  or 
expel  them  for  some  disability  established 
by  the  law  of  the  land,  or  for  some  speci- 
fic oience  alleged  and  proved.*    If  it  were 
^erwise,  we  should  in  fact  elept  ourselves, 
instead  of  being  chosen  by  our  respective 
coDitituents.    If  I  had  been  one  of  the 
electors  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  I 
ffaodd  have  shown  by  my  vote  the  opi- 
ojoo  which  I  entertained  with  regard  to 
tiie  conduct  and  character  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
sod  to  the  propriety  of  choosing  him  a 
blight  of  the  shire  for  that  county.   I  had 
not  only  a  right,  but  it  would  have  been 
my  doty  to  have  manifested  'that  opi- 
nion.   But  when  he  is  chosen  and  re- 
tnroed  hither,  my  duty  Is  widely  different. 
We  are  now  acting  in  our  judicial  capacity, 
and  are  therefore  to  found  the  juagment 
which  we  are  to  give,  not  upon  our  wishes 
and  inclinations ;  not  upon  our  private  be- 
lief or  arbitrary  opinions,  but  upon  specific 
^ts  alleged  and  proved  according  to  the 
estidblished  rules  and  course  of  our  pro- 
ceedings.   When  we  are  to  act  as  judges^ 
we  are  not  to  assume  the  characters  of 
legialatoirs,  any  more  than  the  Court  of 
King's-bench,  who  were  bound  to  reverse 
Mr.  Wilkes's  outlawry  if  they  found  any 
irregularity  in  it,  though  possibly   they 
were  convinced  in  their  private  opinions, 
that  it  would  have  been  more  beneficial  to 
the  state  to  have  confirmed  it.    If  we  de- 
part from  this  principle,  and  allow  to  our- 
selves a  latitude  of  judgine  in  questions  of 
this  nature  s  if  we  are  to  admit  those  whom 
we  think  most  proper,  and  expel  those 
whom  we  think  most  improper,  to  what 
lengths  will  not  this  doctrine  carry  us  ? 
There  never  was  a  parliament  chosen,  into 
which  there  were  not  some  persons  elected 
whom  the    greater  part  of  the    House 
thought  unworthy  of  that  honor.    I  speak 
of  former  parliaments,  and  it  becomes  us 
to  be  careful  that  posterity  should  not 
■peak  still  worse  of  us.    Let  me  suppose, 
^or  a  moment,  that  this  were  true,  to  a 
certain  degree,  even  in  the  present  parlia- 
loent,  and  that  it  were  carried  still  far- 
mer from  partj^  prejudice,  or  from  mo- 
J^ives  less  defensible.    This  would  indeed 
^e  the  sure  means. of  purging  thsi  House 


effectually  from  all  ill  humours  within 
these  walls,  and  of  dispersing  them  at  the 
same  time  through  every  corner  of  th^ 
kingdom.  But  if  this  summary  mode  of 
reasoning  was  really  meant  to  be  adopted, 
there  was  certainly  no  occasion/ for  our 
sitting  four  or  five  days  and  nights  toge- 
ther, to  decide  a  question,  which  might 
as  well  have  been  determined  in  so  many 
minutes.  I  cannot  therefore  bring  myself 
to  think,  that  any  gentleman  will  avow 
the  proposition  to  this  extent.  But  per- 
haps some  may  wish  to  shelter  themselves 
under  the  other  part  of  the  argument,  and 
may  contend,  that,  a  man  who  has  been 
expelled  by  a  former  House  of  Commons 
cannot,  at  least  in  the  judgment  of  those 
who  concurred  in  that  sentence,  be  deemed 
a  proper  person  to  sit  in  the  present  par- 
liament, unless  he  has  some  pardon  to 
plead,  or  some  merit  to  cancel  iiis  former 
dfiences.  They  will  find  upon  examination 
that  this  doctrine  is  almost  as  untenable 
as  the  other.  Votes  of  censure,  and  even 
commitments  by  either  House  of  parlia- 
ment acting  in  that  capacity  only,  deter- 
minC)  as  it  is  well  known,  with  the  session. 
There  are,  indeed  some  instances,  where 
in  matters  of  contempt  and  refusal  to  sub- 
mit to  the  orders  of  the  House,  the  proceed- 
ing has  been  taken  up  again  in  a  following 
session.  But  to  transfer  an  expulsion  from 
one  parliament  to  another,  and  by  this  means 
to  establish  a  perpetual  incapacity  in  the 
party  so  expelled,  which  must  be  theconse- 
quence  of  it,  as  this  objection  will  hold 
equally  strong  in  any  future  parliament 
as  in  the  present ;  this,  I  say,  would  be 
contrary  to  all  precedent  and  examplr^ 
and  inconsistent  with  tlie  spirit  of  tbd 
constitution:  I  could  cite  many  prece^ 
dents  to  prove  the  first  part  of  my  asser- 
tion, but  one  alone  will  be  sufficient  for 
my  purpose,  because  that  is  so  signal,  and 
so  memorable  in  all  its  circumstances,  as 
to  render  any  confirmation  or  enforce- 
ment of  it  quite  unnecessary.  In  quoting 
this  precedent  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  I 
do  not  intend  to  throw  any  imputation  on 
any  person  whatsoever.  I  neither  mean 
to  acquit  or  condemn  those  who  were 
parties  to  it,  but  merely  to  state  the  fact 
as  it  appears  from  your  journals,  and  then 
to  submit  the  result  of  it  to  the  judgment 
of  those  who  hear  me.  The  case  I  allude 
to  was  that  of  Mr.  Walpole,  who  was  after- 
wards first  minister  to  king  George  the  1st 
and  king  George  the  2nd,  for  the  term  of 
twenty  years  and  upwards.  On  the  17th 
of  January,  1711-12|  he  waa  Yoiedby  (hf 
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House  of  CoaunoM  goiity  of  a  Ugh  bfeacb 
of  tnitt  and  notorious  corruptioiiy  in  re- 
ceiyinff  the  sum  of  fire  hunared  guineas, 
and  twng  a  note  for  five  hundred  pounds 
ttiore»  on  account  of  tiro  contracts  made 
by  him  when  secretary  at  war^  pursuant 
to  a  power  granted  by  the  lord  treasurer, 
and  for  this  oflfence  he  was  committed 
prisoner  to  the  Tower  and  expeOed  the 
House.  .  He  was  immediately  re-elected, 
but  declared  incapable  of  being  chosen 
during  that  parliament.  However  on  the 
dissolution  of  it  a  year  and  a  half  after- 
wards, he  was  again  chosen  into  the  new 
.parliament,  was  admitted  to  take  his  seat 
without  the  least  question  or  objection  on 
account  of  his  former  expulsion,  and  con- 
tinued a  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  every  subsequent  parliament  till 
the  year  174*2,  when  ne  was  created  earl 
•of  Orford*  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
eifence  was  in  its  nature  infiuQOUS,  and 
«udi  a  one  as  rendered  the  person  guilty 
•f  it  unfit  to  be  trusted  with  the  power  to 
^e,'  or  to  manage  the  public  money. 
The  same  party  that  expelled  him,  whose 
enmity  was  aegravated  by  his  great  talents 
and  knowledge  of  busmesS)  continued 
equally  adverse  to  him,  and  equally  pre- 
valent in  the  new  pariiament;  but  how- 
ever desirous  they  were  to  get  rid  of  him, 
and  however  violent,  upon  many  other  oc- 
casions, yet  in  the  veiy  zeniUi  of  their 
power,  they  did  not  dare  to  set  up  this 
pretence,  or  to  uige  the  expulsion  of  a 
former  pariiament,  akhougfa  not  two  yean 
before,  as  a  sufficient  ground  for  re-ex- 
pvlling  or  declaring  him  incniable  of  sit- 
ing in  a  new  parnament.  u  this  could 
bave  been  attempted,  every  circumstance 
eoncumd  to  make  them  wiA  it.  The 
crime  itself  was  breach  of  trust,  and  no- 
torious corruption  in  a  public  officer  re- 
lative to  public  money,  an  offence  in  the 
eye  of  parliament  certainly  not  less  infii- 
mous  or  less  criminal  than  writme  and 
pnblidiing  a  seditious  libel.  Few  if  any. 
were  more  obnoxious,  or  more  formiddile 
to  them  than  the  gentleman  who  had  bem 
tiie  object  of  their  justice  or  resentment. 
The  heat  of  party  rage  had  been  pleaded 
in  excuse,  if  not  in  justification  of  many 
extravagancies  on  both  sides,  but  they 
thought  this  measure  beyond  the  mark  c# 
a  common  violence,  and  therefore  dared 
not  to  attempt  it.  Ihavesaidbefiwe,  tfiat 
it  was  not  my  intention  to  approve  or  to 
blame  the  censure  then  passea  upon  that 
fxtraordinaiy  man*  It  was  the  subject  of 
freat  discasnoQ  and  dtercation  at  the 


time.  I  do  not  wish  to  rerire  psat  heati 
The  present  are  more  than  sufluaeot,  and 
aU  wise  and  good  men  should  eodeaYonr, 
by  justice  and  moderation,  to  allay  them. 
llet  us  therefore  take  it  either  way.  Let 
us  suppiMie,  that  he  was  guilty  or  innocent 
of  the  charge  to  the  utmost  extent,  ind 
then  let  us  consider -how  the  case  wOl  ap- 
ply to  that  part  of  the  question  which  is 
noir  bif ore  us.  The  crime,  aa  it  rdafeed 
to  a  fraud  concerning  the  public  reveone, 
was  certainly  under  the  immediate  cogni- 
sanoe  of  this  House,  and  was  perhspi  pu- 
nishid>le  in  no  other  manner.  They  pa- 
nished  it  as  severely  as  thejr  could,  both  bj 
imprisonment  and  enpulsion;  thefonner 
of  which  ended  in  a  vew  months,  and  the 
consequence  of  the  latter  m  a  year  and  a 
half.  If  he  was  ^ilty  of  a  high  breach 
of  trust  and  notorious  corruption,  he  ws 
oertainJy  very  unfit  to  be  infested  with 
the  most  sacred  trust  in  the  kingdom,  that 
of  a  member  of  the  legidature.  Had  the 
<|uestion  been  asked  upon  that  occanon 
likewise,  what  merit  he  had  after  bis  fiat 
expidsion  to  recommend  him  to  the  sob* 
sequent  parlmment  ?  The  answer  DOt 
have  been,  that  he  had  persisted  in  ios' 
tifymff  what  he  had  done ;  that  he  had 
appedied  not  only  to  his  electors,  bat  to 
the  worid  at  large  in  more  than  o&e 
printed  pamphlet,  accusing  the  House  of 
Commons  wnicIT  had  condemned  him,  of 
violence  and  imustice.  With  all  these  ag- 
gravations, and  with  every  other  induc^ 
ment,  what  could  have  protected  hio, 
what  could  have  prevented  his  re^xpoi* 
wm^  but  the  notoriety  and  the  oeittmtt 
tbat  such  a  measure  was  not  conwtent 
with  the  known  law  and  usage  of  pariia* 
ment,  even  when  exerted  against  a  guii^ 
and <4>noxlous man ?  This  is  tfaeatatea 
'the  argument  upon  that  sonpoai^on;  N 
if  we  take  the  other  part  cf  the  sitenik 
tive,  and  suppose  that  he  was  innocent  d 
the  charge,  the  proposition  would  be  pucb 
stronger ;  we  must  then  consider  him  a 
the  light  of  a  man  expelled  by  pnrty  ragOi 
or  on  worse  motives,  not  for  hia  crraj* 
but  for  his  merit ;  not  that  he  was  mmV 
but  that  he  was  too  well  qualified  for  thi 
trust  reposed  in  him.  What  would  bait 
been  the  consequence  if  this  doctrine  v 
transferring  the  disability  incurred  bM 
former  sentence  to  a  subsequent  paw 
ment  had  been  then  established?  Tai 
public  and  this  House  wooM  hsve  be^ 
deprived  for  ever  of  those  services,  wmci 
fnnn  his  knowledge  and  talents  they  ha«i 
a  right  to  ei^iect,  and  which  tbeyioau<* 
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fdied  opoDy  mnrtioularly  in  the  imporUuit 
boiinew  of  the  finances  of  this  kingdom, 
and  that  genUeman  and  his  family  would 
have   beoi   precluded,   irreparably  pre- 
dudedy  by  anunjust  jud^menti  from  those 
gteat  emoluments  and  high  honours  which 
were  conferred  upon  him  by  two  succes- 
sive kings,  as  the  rewards  of  his  admints- 
tratioD.    That  loss  however  would  have 
been  the  misfortune  of  individuals,  but  a 
oMich  heavier,  a  much  more  extensive  mis- 
fortune would  have  befallen  the  parlia- 
ment  and  the  constitution,  if  so  danger- 
ous a  precedent  had  taken  place*    An 
tMf  ana  effix^tual  plan  would  have  been 
Burked  out  to  exclude  from  this  House 
fiirever,  by  an  unjust  vote  once  passed, 
flay  member  of  it  who  should  be  obnoxi- 
sa  to  the  rage  of  party,  or  to  the  wan- 
tonness of  power.    Let  not  your  preju- 
dices, let  not  your  just  resentments  against 
the  conduct  and  character  of  the  man, 
who  is  now  the  object  of  our  deliberation, 
prevail  upon  you  to  ground  any  part  of 
your  proceedings  upon  such  destructive 
and  ntal  principles.    Consider  that  pre- 
cedents or  this  nature  are  generally  begun 
in  the  first  instance  against  the  odious  and 
the  guilty,  but  when  once  established,  are 
easify  applied  to  and  made  use  of  against 
the  mentorious  and  the  innocent:  that 
the  moat  eminent  and  best  deserving  mem- 
beta  of  the  state,  under  the  colour  of  such 
an  example,  by  one  arbitrary  and  discre- 
tionary vote  of  one  House  of  Parliament 
(the  worst  species  of  ostracism}  may  be 
excluded  from  the  public  councils,  cut  off 
and  proscribed  from  the  riahts  ^  eveiy 
subject  of  the  realm,  notror  a  term  of 
years  alone,  but  for  ever :  that  a  claim  of 
this  nature  would  be  to  assume  to  the  ma- 
jority of  this  House  alone,  the  powers  of 
the  whole  legislature;  for  nothing  short 
of  their  unit^  voice,  declared  by  an  act 
of  parliament,  has  hitherto  pretended  to 
exercise  such  a  general  discretion  of  pu- 
nishing, contrary  to  the  usual  forms  of 
Uw,  and  of  enactb^  such  a  perpetual  in- 
conad^  upon  any  individual.    There  are 
indeed  some  instances  of  the  latter  kind  in 
oor  statute  books,  but  even  there  they 
We  been  frequently  animadverted  upon, 
and  heavily  censured  as  acts  of  violence 
tod  injustice,  and  breaches  of  the  consti- 
tution.   Liet  us  remember  the  well  known 
observation  of  the  learned  and  sensible 
jUithor  of  L'Esprit  des  Loix,  who  states 
it  as  one  of  the  excellendes  of  the  Eng- 
lish constitution,  of  which  he  was  a  pro- 
feued  admirer,  that  <<  the  judidal  power 


ia  separated  from  the  legislative*/'  and 
tdls  us,  <<  that  there  would  be  no  liberty 
if  they  were  blended  together;  that  die 
power  over  the  life  and  liberty  of  the  citi- 
zens would  then  be  arbitrary;  for  the 
judge  wmdd  be  the  legislator."  Shall  we 
then,  who  are  the  immediate  delegated 
guardians  of  that  libertv  and  constitution ; 
shall  we  set  the  wicked  example,  and  at- 
tempt to  violate  them  to  grati^  our  paa» 
sions  or  our  prejudices  ?  And  for  whom, 
and  upon  what  occasion  ?  Not  to  preserve 
the  salcred  person  of  the  sovereign  fVom 
assassination,  or  his  kingdoms  from  in- 
vasion or  rebellion;  not  to  defeat  the  ar- 
bitrary designs  of  a  desperate  minister  or 
a  despotic  court,  but  to  inflict  an  addi- 
tional punishment  upon  a  libeller,  who  ap- 
pears, hy  the  ouestion  itsdf,  to  have  been 
convicted  of  toe  greater  part  of  his  o& 
fences  bv  due  course  of  law,  and  to  be 
in  actual  imprisonment  at  this  moment, 
under  a  legal  sentence  pronounced  by  tibe 
supreme  court  of  criminal  justice  in  con* 
sequence  of  that  conviction.  Can  we  say, 
jhat  there  are  not  laws  in  being,  to  pre- 
serve the  reverence  due  to  the  magistrate, 
and  to  protect  the  dignity  of  the  crown 
from  scandalous  and  sMitious  libels  ?  Are 
they  not  suffident,  if  temperately  and 
firooly  executed,  to  punish  and  to  deter 
the  most  daring  from  the  commission  of 
those  ofiences  ?  If  they  are,  for  what  pur- 
pose is  this  application  ?  If  they  are  not, 
can  the  proposition  now  made  to  you  be 
deemed  the  proper  or  efiectual  method  df 
enforcing  them  \ 

This  brings  me  to  the  only  part  of  the 
question  which  I  have  not  yet  touched 
upon ;  I  mean  the  propriety*  and  wisdom 
of  this  measure ;  supposing  even  that  it 
were  clearly  warranted  by  the  law  of  the 
land,  by  the  law  and  usage  of  parliament, 
by  the  spirit  of  our  constitution,  and  by 
the  general  principles  of  natural  justice : 
the  contrary  of  which,  I  think,  I  have  ma- 
nifestly shown  in  every  one  of  those  parti* 
culars :  what  then  are  the  motives  of  pro- 
priety and  wisdom  by  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  come  into  this  ^traordinary  reso- 
lution ?  I  shall  probably  be  told,  that  it  is 
to  check  and  to  restrain  the  spirit  of  fac- 
tion and  disorder,  to  re-establish  the 
credit  and  authority  of  sovemment,  and 
to  vindicate  the  honour  of  this  House,  by 
expressing  our  abhorrence  of  these  of- 
fences. No  man  has  been  more  desirous 
to  attain  these  necessary  purposes  than  I 
have  been,  or  will  now  set  his  foot  farther 
for  the  aeooiopinhiiient  of  them  bjr  .U  jurt 
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and  legal  naeans,  in  eyety  instance  con- 
sistent with  the  public  safety.  I  have  not 
changed  my  sentiments  relative  to  Mr. 
WJkeSy  of  whom  I  continue  to  think 
exactly  in  the  same  manner  as  I  have  long 
done;  but,  w^hatever  my  sentiments  are, 
it  cannot  be  denied,  that  he  h  now  be- 
come an  object  of  popular  favour.  Nor  is 
that  popular  favour  confined  to  this  ca- 
pital, or  to  its  neighbourhood  alone,  but  is 
extended  to  the  distant  parts  of  the  king- 
*dom.  The  temper  of  the  people,  you  have 
been  truly  told,  has  on  several  occasions 
appeared  to  be  disorderly  and  licentious, 
spurning  at  the  laws,  and  at  all  lawful  au- 
to ority.  The  difficulties  we  have  to 
struggle  with,  arising  from  the  interior 
condition  of  this  country,  from  the  disobe- 
dience of  our  colonies,  and  from  the  state 
of  our  foreign  a^rs,  are  augmented  to 
such  a  degree,  as  to  form  a  very  dangerous 
crisis.  The  respect  and  reverence  due  to 
the  parliament,  and  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  this  House,  are  visibly  dimi- 
nished. Under  tliese  circumstances  does 
it  not  behove  us  to  be  doubly  cautious, 
not  to  exceed  the  strictest  bounds  of  law 
and  of  the  constitution  ?  Is  it  not  more  ad- 
visable, if  the  case  can  admit  of  a  doubt, 
to  conciliate  the  heated  minds  of  men  by 
temper  and  discretion,  than  to  enflame 
them  by  adding  firesh  fuel  to  discontent  ? 
Our  situation,  I  am  sure,  demands  the  firm 
support  of  an  united  people,  and  t^eir  af- 
fectionate reliance  upon  Uie  wisdom  of 
these  who  govern  them.  Till  that  can  be 
restored,  at  least  in  some  measure,  we 
jnay  look  around  for  order  and  for  obe- 
dience in  vain.  If  his  Majesty's  servants 
can  think  that  this  proceeding  is  the  likely 
means  to  restore  it,  let  them,  for  the  sake 
of  this  House,  whose  existence  depends 
upon  the  good  opinion  of  our  constituents, 
as  their  happiness  does  upon  us ;  let  Uiem 
for  their  own  sakes,  consult  that  best  guide 
to  all  human  wisdom,  the  experience  of 
past  times  ;  and  where  can  they  consult  it 
more  properly  than  in  the  history  of  our 
own  country  ?  There  they  will  find  some 
of  the  ablest  ministers  and  the  most  vi- 
gorous generals  that  any  age  could  boast 
of,  disgraced  and  overtunied  in  the  midst 
of  their  success  and  triumph  by  a  popular 
clamour  of  the  danger  of  the  Church. 
Tlie  reverend  incendiary  Dr.  Sacheverell 
was  unwisely  prosecuted  by  this  House. 
He  became  by  that  means  the  favourite 
and  the  idol  of  the  people  throughout 
England,  as  much,  nay  more,  than  Mr. 
Wflkes  is  now.  ^  The  queen  herself  was 


stopped  and  insulted  in  her  cUr,  dunng 
the  trial,  with  *  God  safe  Dr.  Sacheveidl' 
I  heartily  wish  that  no  similar  insult  maj 
have  bmi  offered  to  our  present  sore- 
reign.    The  prosecution  went  on,  aihd  the 
ferment  encreased.    The  event  verified  a 
fiunous  expression  in  those  days,  *<  That 
the  Whigs  had  wished  to  roast  a  panoot 
and  that  they  had  done  it  at  so  fierce  a 
fire,  that  tney  had  burnt  themselves  f' 
for  the  ministers  were  dbmissed,  and  the 
parliament  dissolved.    The  rev.  doctor, 
the  mob  idol,  when  he  ceased  to  be  a 
martyr,  soon  sunk  into  his  original  insig- 
nificancy,   fi'om  which  that  martyrdom 
alone  had  raised  him.    Mr.  Wilkes,  appre- 
hensive of  the  same  fate,  and  thoroughly 
sensible,  that  the  continuance  of  bis  popu- 
larity will  depend   upon  your  conduct, 
uses  every  means  in  his  power  to  provoke 
you  to  some  instance  of  unusual  severity. 
Suppose  that  you  could  otherwise  have 
doubted  of  it,  yet  his  behaviour  here  at 
your  bar,  when  called  upon  to  justify  him- 
self, is  fully  sufficient  to  prpve  the  truth  of 
what  I  have  asserted.     If  he  had  intended 
tQ  deprecate  your  resentment,  and  to  stop 
your  proceedmgs  against  him,  he  is  not  so 
void  of  parts  and  understanding,  as  to  have 
told  you  in  the  words  he  used  at  the  bar 
(when    charged  with  writing   the  libel 
against  lord  Weymouth)    '<  thfkt  he  was 
only  sorry  he  had  not  expressed  himself 
upon  that  subject  in  stronger  terms,  and 
that -he  certainly  would  do  so  whenever  a 
similar  occasion  should  present  itself;" 
nor  would  he  have  asked,  <*  whether  the 
ipecedents  quoted  by  lord  Mansfield  were 
not  all  taken  from  the  Star  Chamber."  U 
he  had  wished  to  prevent  this  expubioO) 
he  would  have  employed  other  methods  to 
accomplish  his  purpose ;  but  his  object  a 
not  to  retain  his  seat  in  this  House,  but  to 
stand  forth  to  the  deluded  people  as  the 
victim  of  your  resentment,  of  your  vio- 
lence and 'injustice.     This  is  the  advan- 
tage which  he  manifestly  seeks  to  derive 
from  you,  and  will  you  be  weak  enough  to 
give  it  to  him,  and  to  fall  into  so  obvious  a 
snare?   What  benefit  will  you  gain,  or 
what  will  he  lose,  if  this  motion  for  bis  ex* 
pulsion  shall  take  effect  ?  Whatever  talents 
fie  has  to  captivate  or  to  inflame  the  peo- 
ple without  doors,  he  has  none  to  render 
him  formidable  within  these  walls,  or  to 
combat  the  weighty  and  powerful  argu- 
ments which  ministers  know  how  to  em- 
ploy.   He  has  holden  forth  high  sounding 
and  magnificent  promises  of  the  signal 
services  which  he  will  perform  to  hii 
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cottDtry  in  parKament,  and  there  are  maay 
who  are  ignorant  and  credulous  enough 
to  belicTe  them.  Whenever  he  comes 
here,  I  will  venture  to  profAesy  that  they 
will  be  grievously  disappointed.  That 
disappointment  will  be  followed  by  disgust 
and  anger)  at  their  having  been  so  grossly 
deceived,  and  will  probably  turn  the  tide 
of  popular  prejudice.  But  as  soon  as  he 
&bail  be  excluded  from  thb  House,  they 
will  give  credit  to  him  for  more  than  he 
has  even  promised.  They  will  be  per- 
suaded, that  every  real  and  imaginary 
grievance  would  have  been  redressed  b^ 
his  patriotic  care  and  influence.  If  in  this 
fiiuiation,  .  any  untoward  accident,  any 
digress  shall  befall  us,  the  ferment  will  bie 
encreased  by  this  circumstance,  and  the 
lioguage  or  an  uninformed  and  misled 
people  will  be,  *'  Aye,  if  Master  Wilkes 
lad  been  in  the  House  he  would  have  pre- 
Tefited  it ;  they  knew  that,  and  therefore 
vould  not  suffer  him  to  come  amongst 
them."  Such  will  be  the  reasoning,  and 
such  the  consequences  attending  this 
measure ;  but  they  are  not  the  only  con- 
sequences which  ought  to  be  weighed  and 
considered  before  you  engage  in  it.  Look 
a  little  forward  to  the  course  of  your  fu- 
ture proceedings,  and  see  in  what  diffi- 
culties you  will  involve  yourselves.  In 
the  oresent  disposition  of  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  you  cannot  entertain  a  doubt, 
but  that  JVIr.  Wilkes  will  be  re-elected 
after  his  expulsion.  You  will  then  pro- 
bably think  yourselves  under  a  necessity 
of  expelling  him  again,  and  he  will  as  cer- 
tainly be  again  re-elected.  What  steps  can 
the  House  then  take  to  put  an  end  to  a  dis- 
graceful contest;  in  which  their  justice  is 
arraigned,  and  their  authority  and  dignity 
c^ntially  compromised  I  You  cannot,  by 
the  rules  of  the  House,  rescind  the  vote 
for  excludini^  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  the  same 
session  in  which  it  has  passed,  and  I  know 
but  two  other  methoas  which  you  can 
pursue.  They  have  both  been  the  subject 
of  common  conversation,  and  are  both  al- 
uiost  equally  exceptionable.  You  may  re- 
^e  to  issue  a  new  writ,  and  by  that 
tneans  deprive  the  freeholders  of  this 
county  of  the  right  of  choosing  any  other 
representative,  possibly  for  the  whole  term 
of  the  present  parliament.  There  are  some 
examples  of  this  kind  in  the  case  of  cor- 
rupt boroughs,  where  this  House  has  sus- 
pended the  issuing  a  new  writ  for  the  re- 
ntainder  of  a  session,  as  a  punishment  upon 
the  voters  for  the  most  flagrant  bribery ; 
but  I  cannot  believe,  that  it  will  be  thought 


just  or  advisable  to  inflict  the  same  pu- 
nishment during  the  terra  of  a  whole  par- 
liament, instead  of  a  single  session,  upon 
the  electors  of  a  great  county,  for  no  crime, 
except  that  of  rechoosing  a  man  whom 
this  House  had  censured  and  expelled.  If 
you  do  not  adopt  this  proceeding,  the 
other  alternative  will  be  to  bring  into  this 
House,  as  the  knight  of  the  shire  for  Mid- 
dlesex, a  man.chosen  by  a  few  voters  only, 
in  contradiction  to  the  declared  sense  of 
a  great  majority  of  the  freeholders  on  the 
face  of  the  poll,  upon  a  supposition,  that 
all  the  votes  of  the  latter  are  forfeited  and 
thrown  away  on  account  of  the  expulsion 
of  Mr.  Wilkes.     If  such  a  proposition 
shall  ever  be   brought  before  us,  'it  will 
then  be  time  enough  to  enter  into  a  full 
discussion  of  it ;  at  present  I  will  only  say,* 
that  I  believe  there  is  no  example  of  such 
a  proceeding,  that  if  it  shall  appear  to  be 
new  and  unfounded  in  the  law  of  the  land, 
nay,  if  any  reasonable  doubt  can  be  enter- 
tained of  its  legality,  the  attempt  to  for- 
feit the  freeholders'  votes  in  this  manner 
will  be  highly  alarming  and  dangerous. 
Are  these,  then,  the  proper  expedients  to 
check  and  to  restrain  the  spirit  of  faction 
and  of  disorder,  and  to  bring  back  the 
minds  of  men  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  > 
Can  we  seriously  think  they  will  have  that 
salutary  effect  ?    Surely  it  is  a  time  to  look 
forwards  and  to  try  other  measures.    A 
wise  government  knows  how  to  enforce 
with  temper,  or  to  conciliate  with  dignity, 
but  a  weak  one  is  odious  in  the  former, 
and  contemptible  in  the  latter.  How  many 
arguments  have  we  heard  from  the  admi- 
nistration in  the  course  of  this  sessicHi,  for 
conciliating  measures  toward  the  subjects 
in  the  American  colonies,  upon  questions 
where  the  legislative  authority  of  Great 
Britain  was  immediately  concerned  ?  And 
is  not  the  same  temper,  the  same  spirit 
of  conciliation,  at  least  ecjually  necessary 
towards  the  subjects  within  this  kingdom ; 
or  is  this  the  only  part  of  the  King's  do- 
minions where  it  is  not  advisable  to  show 
it?     Let  not  any  gentleman  think,  that 
by  conciliation  I  mean  a  blind  and  base 
compliance  with  popular  opinions,  con- 
trary to  our  honor  and  justice ;  that  would 
indeed  be,  unworthy  of  us.    I  mean  by 
conciliation^  a  cool  and  temperate  conduct^ 
unmixed  with  passion,  or  with  prejudice* 
No  man  wishes  more  than  I  do  to  stop 
any  excess  on   either  side,  or  is  more 
ready  to  resist  any  tumultuous  violence 
founded  upon  unreasonable  clamour. .  Such 
a  clamour  is  no*  more  than  a  sudden  guit 
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of  wind  wbidi  pami  by  and  it  foi^tm; 
bat  whm  the  poblic  diramteiit  is  fouaded 
u  truth  and  reasoD;  when  the  aky  lowen 
aad  bangs  h^vy  all  aiound  oa,  a  stonn 
jnay  then  arise,  whidi  nay  tear  up  the 
eonstkutioB  by  the  roets,  and  shake  the 
aabwe  ef  the  King  himseK  As  for  me, 
I  have  given  my  cfunion,  and  I  hare 
diosen  to  do  it  without  concert  or  par- 
tidpatioiiii  I  cui  assure  the  Housot  that 
some  df  my  nearest  friends  did  not  kaoir 
the  part  which  I  should  take.  I  deter- 
wood  not  to  tell  ity  that  I  might  keep 
myself  unengaged  and  free  to  mqge  it» 
if  I  thoi^ht  proper,  during  the  coiine  of 
die  debate.  I  do  not  mean  by  thitf  to 
sayt  that  I  eaaae  into  the  House  without 
having  formed  an  opinion;  on  the  con- 
Irary,  I  had  weighed  and  considered  it 
thoroughly,  and  my  judgment  upon  it 
is  the  result  of  my  most  serious  deli- 
beration. 1  know  not  what  otikem  maj 
think,  or  who  wiB  act  with  me  upon  this 
occasion.  Those  who  were  once  my 
fiiends  may  have  adopted  other  ideas  and 
other  principles,  and  «even  those  who  will 
still  continue  to  be  so,  may  possibly  enter- 
tain different  sentiments  nrom  mine  upon 
this  subject.  That  consideration  must  not 
prevent  me  from  doing  justice ;  but  God 
forbid  that  they  ahoufd  not  exercise  the 
same  liberty,  and  follow  their  «)iotons,  as 
I  do  mine.  They  know  that  i  have  not 
asked  one  of  them  to  attend  during  any 
part  of  this  business,  nor  have  I  desired 
their  concurrence.  Many  of  them  sit 
around  me,  and  I  appeal  to  them  for  the 
truth  of  what  I  have  said.  Thus  far  then 
I  have  discharged  my  duty,  with  norother 
view,  but  to  do  that  which  appears  to  me 
most  conformable  to  the  ends  of  Justice 
and  of  the  public  welfare,  most  tor  the 
safety  and  honor  of  the  King  and  the  king- 
dom*  Whilst  ray  little  endeavours  can 
contribute  but  a  mite  to  these  great  pur- 

gDses,  I  will  continue  to  exert  them  as 
eely  as  I  have  now  done :  but  whenever 
the  violence  or  corruption  of  the  times, 
mther  within  or  without  these  walls,  will 
not  permit  me  to  follow  those  dictates  un- 
.controuled,  I  will  leave  this  place,  and  re- 
tire from  an  assembly  which  can  no  longer 
be  called  a  free  parliament'  Many  extra- 
vagancies committed  by  Mr.  Wilkes  and 
bis  adherents  have  been  ureed,  and  even 
magnified,  as  if  they  could  justify  any 
mUxmagUkoe  of  power  to  repress  them. 
It  bm  been  asked,  are  these  offences  to 
pass  unpwusbed,  and  are  we  not  to 
vindicate  our  owa  crediti^  as  «^  as  that 


of  the  government,  by  exprmnng  «ur 
abhorrenoe  of  diem  ?  Hate  I  been  an 
advocate  far  their  passing  uapuiuilied^ 
Have  I  stopped  or  ne^ected  to  enforce 
the  censure  of  the  Umi    Was  lie  not 

Sresecutod,  tried  and  oopficted,  and  wfaei 
e  left  the  kingdom  to  afoid  his  len* 
tenoe,.  was  he  not  oudawed?  Letmego 
ftrther.  Had  Mr.  Wilkes  ventured  to  le- 
tum  home  whilst  I  had  the  honour  to  be 
entrusted  with  the  executive  powtn  of 
the  state,  he  should  not  hare  remaiaedoat 
of  custody  Si  hours,  without  submittios 
himself  to  the  justice  or  the  mercy  of  thi 
King,  whom  he  had  so  grievously  offended. 
He  knew  it,  and  therefore  did  not  retnn 
till  he  met  with  more  encouragement. 
Hits  aoraly  was  not  the  behaviour,  nor  ii 
this  the  language  of  one  of  his  partizaoi. 
Compare  it  with  the  conduct  of  tboie  whe 
now  noU  the  ohief  office  and  authority  of 
the  government,  and  who  call  so  load); 
for  vengeance  aund  for  punishment  Did 
they  not  give  their  aoppcNrt  to  him  abroad 
after  his  conviction  and  outlairfy,  aod 
keep  up  an  interoourse  and  coneBoondence 
with  htm,  even  whilst  they  were  the  King'i 
ministers  ?  Was  he  not  permitted  to  re* 
turn  to  England,  to  appear  publidj  ia 
this  caobal,  for  months  together,  and  to 
walk  daily  under  the  wimiows  of  the 
palace  unmolested,  unoonfined,  and  unpu- 
nished i  They  -could  not  plead  ignorance 
of  the  seditious  libel  against,  the  King  and 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  nor  of  tiie 
three  impious  libels  contained  in  the 
£8aay  upon  Woman,  for  all  of  which  he 
had  been  l^ally  tried  and  convicted. 
Why  then  was  he  not  called  to  hissentence, 
and  the  laws  carried  into  execution,  agree* 
able  to  the  solemn  assurances  given  by 
the  King  in  answer  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  when  they  joinjtly  addr&sed 
his  Majesty  to  carry  op  this  prosecutiooi 
What  was  become  of  the  executive  power, 
and  how  w^e  those  who  were  invested 
with  it  justified  in  suspending  the  usual 
course  of  the  law»  against  the  express  di* 
rection  of  the  King,  enforced  by  the  r^ 
commendation  of  both  Houses  of  IVlia- 
ment  ?  What  were  the  inducemenU  at 
that  time  to  such  extraordinary  ftvoor 
and  lenity,  and  what  are  now  the  mo- 
tives  for  this  extraordinary  resentment 
and  severity?  The  first  circumstance 
which  seems  to  have  awakened  their  at- 
tention, was  Mr.  Wilkes  offering  bims^u 
a  candidate  for  the  city  of  London  and  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  against  the  inclina- 
tion of.  the  ministry :  but  the  proceediiip 
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against  him  were  then  carried,  on  like  the 
fyeble  effintt  of  men  not  half  awake,  or 
not  half  in  eamest     Many  days  paned 
07er  before  the  officers  of  the  crown  woidd 
venture  to  execute  the  common  process  of 
the  law  for  apprehending  him ;  and  to  ob» 
Tiate  this  dimculty,  they  had  at  last  re- 
course to  the  shameful  expedient  of  stipu- 
lating with  Mr.  Wilkes  himself,  the  terms 
npoo  which  he  would  consent  to  be  taken 
into  custody.    To  follow  that  precedoit 
^ott  ought  now  at  least  to  ask  him,  upon 
iFfaat  terms  he  will  consent  to  be  expelled* 
Perhaps,  if  properly  applied  to,  he  may 
condescend  to  tiiis  request  as  graciously  as 
be  did  to  the  former,  and  as  Toluntarily  as 
he  iurrendered  himself  a  prisoner,  when 
he  was  taken  with  impunity  out  of  the 
bands  of  the  officers  or  justice  by  twenty 
penoDS,  almost  in  sight  of  the  court  of 
king'S'bench  then  sitting  at  Westminster 
HalL     Such  was  the  &m  and  spirited 
conduct  by  which  the  supreme  authority 
of  the  laws  was  supported  and  preseryea* 
The  outlawry  was  reversed  for  an  error  so 
tririal,  that  the  court  of  Kms's-bench  de* 
dared  when  they  reTersedit,thatthey  were 
dmost  ashamed  to  mention  it.    When  the 
juflgment  was  siven,  the  first  law  officer  of 
the  crown,  in  demanding  it,  did  not  think 
proper  to  enforce  the  penalty  accordinff  to 
ciutom,  and  it  was  therefore  mflder  uau 
usual    In  the  first  session  of  this  pariia- 
nueot,  Mr.  Wilkes  was  returned  a  member 
of  it,  and  sirred  to  continue  widiout  any 
notice  taken  of  him !  The  beginning  of 
the  present   session  passed  in  the  same 
manner.    What   is   it   then    which  has 
roused  the  languid  spirit  of  administration, 
and  called  down  toe  vexigeance  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain  i 
Not  the  seditious  and  dan^rous  libel  of 
the  North  Briton,  not  the  impious  libels 
of  the  Essa^  upon  Woman ;  not  all  the 
extravagancies  which  have  been  urged  in 
this  day's  debate ;  all  these  were  known 
before,  and  were  not  deemed  sufficient  for 
t\ie  exertion  of  the  common  censures  of 
the  law;  but  he  has  since  presumed  ta 
write  an  insolent  libel  upon  a  secretary  of 
itate.    This  it  seems  is  that  capital  and 
decMve  offence,  which  is  to  raise  our  in* 
dignation  to  its  highest  pitch.    The  ho« 
nour  of  our  King,  and  the  reverence  due 
to  our  religion,  were  passed  over  in  silence 
ud  forgotten.    They   are   now    to   be 
thrown  mto    the  scale,  to  make  op  the 
height,  and  to  induce  us  to  espouse  the 
JQarrel  of  a  minister.    To  accomplish  this 
ioiportafit  puipose^  we  are  to  violate  not 


only  the  forms,  but  the  essence  of  our 
constitution.  The  House  of  Commons 
is  to  blend  the  executive  and  judicial 
powers  of  the  state  with  the  legUative,^  to 
extend  their  jurisdiction,  that  they  may 
take  upon  themsdves  the  odium  of  trying 
and  punishing  in  a  summary  manner,  an 
offence  which  does  not  rekte  to  themselves, 
but  is  under  the  immediate  cognisance  of 
the  courts  of  law.  In  the  exercise  of  it 
they  are  to  form  an  accumuhitive  and 
complicated  charffe,  which  no  other 
court,  nor  even  wey  themselves,  have 
ever  admitted  in  any  other  instance. 
They  are  to  mingle  up  new  crimes  with 
old,  and  to  try  a  man  twice  by  the  same 
judicature  for  the  same  ofience.  They 
are  to  transfer  the  censures  oi  a  former 
parliament,  contrary  to  all  precedent,  and 
to  make  them  the  foundation  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  subsequent  one.  They  are 
to  assume  a  power  to  determine  upon  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  of  their  represen- 
tatives, by  no  other  rule,  but  that  of  their 
own  inclination  or  discretion;  and  Isetly, 
they  are  to  attempt  to  persuade  mankind, 
that  they  do  aU  these  thmgs  to  vin- 
dicate their  own  honour,  to  express  their 
respect  for  their  Kinff,  and  their  zeal  for 
the  sacred  names  of  weir  Ood,  and  their 
rdigion.  Thus  are  we  to  add  hypocrisy  to 
violence,  and  artifice  to  oppression^  not 
remembering,  that  falshood  and  dissimula- 
tion are  only  the  wrong  sides  of  good 
sense  and  ability,  which  uhAb  put  cm,  and 
think  they  wear  the  robe  of  wisdom.  If 
the  House  o^  Commons  shall  sufier  them* 
selves  to  be  made  the  instruments,  in  suc^ 
hands,  to  ciury  such  a  plan  into  execu- 
tion, thej  will  fiill  into  the  lowest  state  of 
huouliation  and  contempt  An  individual 
indeed  may  exempt  himself  firom  the  di^ 
grace  attending  it,  but  the  diiriionour  and 
odium  of  it  wiU  cleave  to  that  assembly, 
which  ought  to  be  the  constant  object  of 

Sublic  reverence  and  afiection.  I  have 
one  my  duty  in  endeavouring  to  prevent 
it,  and  am  therefore  careless  of  the  conse- 
quences of  it  to  myself.  I  expect  that 
what  I  have  said  will  be  misrepresiented 
out  of  this  House,  perhaps  in  that  place, 
where  of  all  others  a  misrepresentation  of 
what  passes  here  will  be  most  criminal. 
Those  who  have  heard  me  must  know, 
that  I  have  neither  invidiously  aggravatedt 
nor  fiictiously  extenuated  Mr.  Wilkes's 
ofiences.  If  he  shall  commit  ^sh  crimes, 
they  will  call  for  fresh  punishment,  the 
law  is  open,  that  law  which  is  the  securi^ 
of  us  alJ,  to  which  Mr.  WiUces  has  been. 
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^Bod  certainly  will  be  amenable.  Let  him 
underffo  the  penalties  of  that  law,  what- 
ever they  may  be,  but  not  of  an  undefined, 
discretionary  power,  the  extent  of  which 
no  man  knows,  the  extent  of  the  mischief 
arising  from  it,  to  every  thing  which  is 
dear  to  us,  no  man  can  tdl. 

I  feel  that  I  have  troubled  the  House 
too  longv  but  this  Is  no  common  question, 
and  I  trust,  that  the  same  indulgence 
mrhich  has  been  my  encouragement,  will 
be  my  excuse  and  justification. 

PaOCfeEDINOS    IN     THE   CoMMOKS  ON 

Mr.  Wilkes's  RE-£L£CTit)N  for  Mid* 
DLssEx.*]    February  10.   Mr.  Seymour 

*  <(  Mr.  Wilkes's  interests  were  warmly 
and  eagerly  espoused :  at  a  m^dofi^  of  the 
freeholders  at  Mile-end,  bis  re-election  was 
recommended.  Alderman  Sawbridge  enforced 
it  by  obsenring,  that  if  ouce  the  ministry  shoold 
be  permitted  to  say  whom  the  freeholders  should 
not  choose,  the  next  step  would  be  to  tell  them 
whom  they  should  choose ;  he  was  accordingly 
fe-elected  almost  without  opposition.  On  the 
day  succeeding  Mr.  Wilkes's  return,  lord 
Strange  mo?ed,  *•  That  having  been  expelled, 
he  was  incapable  of  serving  in  that  parliament.' 
The  question  ivas  carried  in  the  affirmative  by 
a  larffe  majority. 

**  In  consequence  of  this  measure  the  popu- 
larity of  Mr.  Wilkes  increased,  and  he  was 
considered  the  object  of  a  vindictive  prosecu- 
tion. Another  meeting  at  Mile-end  resolved 
again  to  support  him,  and  the  most  enthusias- 
tic sentiments  were  expressed  in  his  favour. 

*'  All  attempts  to  oppose  the  prevailing  spirit 
were  ineffectual.  A  meeting  was  called  at  the 
King's  Arms  tavern,  iu  London,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  presenting  a  loyal  address  to  the  K.mg; 
but  the  adherents  of  Wilkes  were  so  numerous 
and  formidable,  that  those  who  invited  the 
meeting  were  obliged  to  leave  the  room  to  the 
other  partv,  who  by  their  speeches  and  resolu- 
tions totauy  perverted  and  turned  to  ridicule 
the  original  intent  of  the  assembly.  Those 
who  convened  it,  however,  prepared  an  address, 
which  they  left  at  a  public  office. over  the 
Royal  Exchange  for  signatures.  In  their  pro- 
gress to  present  this  paper  at  St.  James's,  they 
were  assailed  with  violence  and  insult:  a  hearse 
preceded  them,  with  paintings  representing  the 
death  of  Allen,  and  the  murder  at  Brenttord  ; 
the  coaches  were  stopped,  and  those  in  them 
were  beaten,  pelted  with  mud,  and  many  ob- 
liged either  to  desbt  from  their  intention,  or 
proceed  to  St.  James's  by  private  ways.  The 
nearse  still  pre^ding  the  few  who  remained, 
attempted  to  pass  into  the  court-yard,  but  was 
resisted  by  the  guard ;  the  mob  persevered  in 
their  outrages,  even  within  the  walls  of  the 

Iialace ;  two  were  secured  by  the  intrepidity  of 
ord  Talbot,  and  fifteen  by  the  military.    The 
whole  spectacle  must  have  been  truly  mortify- 


movedy  that  the  Resolution  of  tlie  House 
of  Friday  last,  relating  to  the  Expulsion  of 
John  Wilkes,  esq.,  then  a  member  of  thii 
House,  might  be  read.  And  the  saise 
being  read  accordingly ;  he  also  moved, 
,  *<  That,  as  the  Resolution  of  this  House  br 
which  John  Wilkes,  esq.,  then  a  member 
of  this  House,  was  expelled,  cointains  & 
charge  of  accumulative  offences,  the  said 
ResmutioD  shall  not  be  considered  or  uFed 
as  a  precedent  for  the  future.'' 

No  arguments  in  favour  of  the  motion 
were  brought  forwfurd  but  such  as  were 
before  made  use  of.  But  against  the  mo< 
tion  it  was  said,  that  it  would  he  confess- 
ing the  House  to  have  done  a  very  wrong 

ing  and  distressing  to  the  King,  as  it  wwd 
the  dangers  to  which  his  subjects  were  expond 
ID  presuming  to  display  sentiments  of  luyabi 
and  affection. 

*'  A  second  election  took  place  at  Brenlfoni, 
and  Mr.  Dingley,  the  principal  promoter  of  tbe 
meeting  of  merchants  at  the  King's  Anns  ti* 
vers,  appeared  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  )lr. 
Wilkes,  but  he  was  so  ill-treated  by  the  mob, 
that  by  the  advice  of  his  friends  he  retired  be- 
fore the  nomination,  and  the  popular  cudidate 
was  declared  duly  elected  for  want  of  opposi* 
tion,  althou^^h  Mr.  Dingley,  in  a  letter  to  ibe 
sheriffs,  protested  against  the  proceediogs  of 
the  day.  The  House  of  Commonst  on  ibe 
motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  ExcheqiKr, 
again  declared  the  election  null  and  void. 

**  A  new  writ  being  issued,  colonel  Lottrel), 
son  of  lord  Irnham,  vacated  his  seat,  and  de- 
clared himself  a  candidate  for  Middlses. 
This  conduct  was  considered  so  rash  sod  dan* 
gerous,  that  policies  of  assurance  on  bis  life 
were  opened  at  Lloyd's  Coffee-house.  31  r. 
Wilkes's  friends  adopted  their  ususi  roeasare 
of  calling  a  meeting  at  Mile-end,  and  eotercd 
into  strenuous  resolutions  to  support  bis  cause. 
The  House  of  Commons,  apprehensive  of  rioti, 
ordered  the  sheriffs  to  take  the  necessary  niea- 
sures  for  preserving  the  peace,  by  appoiniio; 
an  additional  number  of  constables. 

"  The  election  was  conducted  with  tbe  ot- 
most  order,  although  a  violent  and  outra^i» 
mob  occupied  the  roads  to  Brentford  in  everr 
direction,  and  compelled  all  passenfiferstosh^at 
«  Wilkes  and  Liberty,*  and  to  permit  bis  bad?e, 
Number  45,  to  be  chalked  on  their  clotbe^. 
and  carriages.  The  numbers  on  tbe  poll  pr^ 
ducing  a  majority  for  Mr.  Wilkes  of  eijjfht 
hundred  and  forty.8even,.the8benffretarDe<l 
him  duly  elected.  A  motion,  however,  wu 
made  in  the  House,  and  after  bein^  de- 
bated with  great  vehemence,  and  no  small 
ability,  for  two  days,  an  alteration  of  the  retw^B 
was  ordered  by  a  majority  of  fifty- fcni"-  /. 
freeholders  of  Middlesex  presented  a  petrti'o 
against  this  alteration,  and  were  heard  by  coos- 
sel,  but  the  House  confirmed  its  previous  rf^' 
lution  by  a  still  greater  majority.**   Adolpbos. 
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tbiog  a  dfty  or  two  before ;  diat  when  a 
najority  m  the  Houae  had  agreed  to  a 
neaamey  it  became- the  measure  of  the 
House^  and  ao  ought  not  to  be  altered  that 


The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  di- 

Tision*  ' 

February  17.   It  was  ordered,  <^  That 
the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  do  attend 
this  House  immediately,  with  the  return 
to  the  writ  for  electing  a  kn^t  of  the  ahire 
to  senre  in  this  present  parliament  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  in  the  room  of  John 
Wikesj  esq.,  expelled  this  House.''    And 
the  deputy  derk  of  the  crown  attending, 
accordmg    to  order;   the  said  writ  and 
retiira   were  read.     After  which,    lord 
Stiaoge  moved,  **  That  John  Wilkes,  esq. 
faring  been,  in  this  session  of  parliament, 
expelled  this  House,  was,  and  is,,  incapa- 
ble of  being  elected  a  member  to  serve  in 
this  present  parliament.' 


9$ 


**^  Well  kaowiDg  the  tefoper  of  bis  codbIi- 
toenls,  and  of  the  nation  in  (i^eneral,  Wilkes 
coosidered  bis  ezpolsion  as  the  sure  road  to 
^eaier  popularity  and  distinction,  and  imrne* 
diaiely  offered  himself  candidate  for  the  vacated 
csonty.     The  favour  of  his  supporters  rose  to 
m  enthusiasm   that  overspreaa  London,  the 
covroty,  and  their  environs ;  and  the  sy  mpathe- 
&c  spirit  quickly  diffused    itself  throughout 
England  :  under  the  influence  of  such  senti- 
ments, bis  re-election  was  unanimous;   and 
ihe  next  day  be  was  declared  by  the  House  in- 
»pable  of  being  re-elected  during  the  present 
>arliameDt.  On  the  16tb  of  March,  Mr.  SVilkes 
vas  chosen  a  third  time;  and  the  foUoiving 
lay  his  election  was  again  declared  void.   The 
Middlesex  freeholders  afowiug  their  determi  • 
Mtion  to  choose  him  affain,  'minislers  set  up 
UKHher  candidate,  colonel  Luttrell.  The  fourth 
Section  took  place  on  the  13th  of  April :  for  Mr. 
iVilkes,  there  were  1,143  lawful  voters ;  for  his 
fpnoent,  896:  Mr.  Wilkes  was  accordingly 
eturoed.     The  next  day,  his  name  was  erased 
rom  the  writ  by  order  of  the  House  ;  and  the 
^y  after,  Henry  Lawes  Luttrell,  esq.   was, 
ifter  a  very  violent  debate,  declared,  by  a  ma- 
ority  of  2£1  to  139,  duly  elected.    The  pas- 
^ale  resentment  of  rulers  against  an  indivi-> 
Isal,  ao  clearly  manifesting  their  want  of  mag- 
ttoiroity  mtuk  true  wisdom,  produced  a  totally 
ii/Tereot  eflTect  from  that  which  they  expecteii 
^  desired :  their  a? ersion  procured  to  its  object 
h  warmest  popularity.    Ten  days  after  the 
^t  vole  of  the  House  of  Commons,  he  was 
bosen  alderman  of  the  city  of  London.    8uh- 
(liptioRa  were  opened,  to  raise  money  both 
^r  ilic|  liquidation  of  bis  debts  and  his  future 
ibsisiteaoe.    He  was  represented  as  a  merito- 
oua  patriot,  suffering  oppression  and  tyranny 
ir  bis  virtues.*'    Bissel. 
I  VOL.  XVI. ) 


Mr.  Jam€s  Tamttshend  g8ve  the  House 
an  account  of  the  Middlesex  election. 
He  observed  there  were  above  dOCX)  free- 
holders  of  Middlesex  present;  that  thejf^^ 

Eroceededin  a  calm,  determinate  manner,' 
ad  unanimously  chosen  Mr.  Wilkes ;  and 
should  the  House  expel  him  agam,  he  be-* 
tiered  their  fall  determination  was  to  peti« 
tion  the  King  to  dissolve  this  parliament^ 
and  call  another. 

Lord  ^or^A  called  him  to  order  for  this, 
observing  he  had  never  heard  auch  unpar* 
liamentary  language  in  that  House.  He 
exclaimed,  Would  the  people  petition  to 
dissolve  this  parliament  ?  If  they  did,  he 
hoped  no  person  would  be  found  hardy 
endbgh  to  set  his  name  to  such  a  petition/ 
a  proceeding  which  would  hring  any  mi-' 
nister's  head  to  the  block ;  and  would  call 
for  all  the  weight  of  avenging  power.— He 
was  called  to  order  by 

Captain  Phipps,  who  declared  he  never 
could  have  imagined  any  minister  so  igno* 
rant  of  the  laws,  as  not  to  have  read  the* 
Bill  of  Rights,  in  which  it  is  expressed, 
that  the  subject  has  an  undoubted  right  to 
petition  the  throne.  ^ 

Mr.  7W/ij/i«n£/ then  continued.  He  was 
surprised  to  hear  such  threata  thrown  out 
in  that  House,  when  liberty  of  speech  woa 
its  .greatest  privilege.  That,  however^ 
threats  of  that  nature  had  no  effect  on 
him.  He  would  tell  that  minister  who 
used  them,  that  he  believed  there  were 
thousands  ready  to  set  their  hands  to  such 
a  petition ;  but  if  no  other  could  be  found, 
he  himself  should  never  refuse  to  appear 
In  name  or  person  in  support  of  so  constitu- 
tional a  measure. 

Sir  George  Saville  said,  that  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  large  county,  it  was  his  duty 
to  assert  the  righu  of  his  constituents;  he 
apprehended,  but  desired  to  be  instructed 
by  the  House,  if  it  was  not  legal  for  the 
people  to  petition  the  throne;  and  if  it 
was  legal,  whether  thatright  of  petitioning  - 
did  not  extend  to  ask  any  thmg  in  the 

I  lower  of  the  King  to  grant.  This  he 
ooked  on  as  the  people's  right,  and  that 
no  threats  thrown  out  in  that  House  could 
or  ought  to  alter  the  law. 

Lord  North  then  explained  away  all  or 
most  of  his  meaning,  saying,,  that  all  he 
meant  was,  most  probably  parliament  would 
resent  such  an  afiront  on  those  who  should 
sign  such  a  petition. 

In  favour  of  the  motion  it  was  observed, 
that  when  a  member  is  once  expelled,  it  ia 
the  undoubted  law  of  parliament  not  to 
admit  that  person  to  sit  again  in  the  same 
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parliament;  aad  the  ease  wti  dtad  of 
kobert  Walpole,  who  being  re-elected  for 
Lynn,  the  Home  of  Comnions  determined 
that  he  oould  not  be  returned  again  that 
parliament ;  the  Jouniak  of  the  Hooie 
fceing  apnlied  to,  it  appeared  *<  That  itr 
Robert  Walpole,  being  expeOed  §(»  bii« 
bery  and  cormption,  it  sot  capable  ef  sit- 
tiu  in  this  parliament." 

Mr.  Dovoaestvell  then  proposed  an  amend* 
went  to  the  motion,  observingy  that  as  the 
ease  of  sir  Robert  Walpole  was  the  only 
one  that  had  erer  happened,  and  mneh 
stress  was  laid  on  that  precedent,  we  ought 
striotiy  to  conform  ourselves  to  it,  and 
Iberarore  proposed  that  th^  words  of  the 
iwie  by  whlon  Mr.  Wilkes  was  expelled 
should  be  added  to  the  motion.  This 
would  /have  entirely  altered  the  case,  as  it 
would  then  hfive  appearecl  th$t  expulsion 
does  not  always  infer  the  rendering  a  per* 
son  incapable  of  being  re-elected :  but  it 
passed  without  amendment— it  would  open 
such  a  door  for  expulsi(»s  that  no  man^s 
seat  was  secure — ^diere  is  one  **  worst" 
man  in  the  House— turn  him  out.  Is 
there  not  now  a  *^  worst"  roan  left— turn 
him  out  too.  In  short,  when  will  you  stop  ? 
—You  liave  turned  one  out  for  impiety 
and  obscenity.  Do  half  a  dozen  members 
of  thb  House  ever  meet  over  a  convivial 
bottle  that  their  discourse  is  entirely  ftee 
from  obscenity-— fVom  impiety— or  abusing 
government  i  Even  in  the  cabmet,  that 
pious,  reforming  society ;  was  Mr.  Wilkes 
there  to  be  adjudged,  and  were  the  inno- 
€^nt  man  to  throw  the  first  stone,  diey 
would  sUnk  out  on^  by  one,  and  leave  the 
culprit  uncondemned. 

The  ministry  used  very  few  arguments, 
it^lying  entirely  on  the  ultimate  ratio. 
And  on  the  ouestion  being  put  it  was  ear- 
ned against  the  amendment  228  to  100. 

The  main  question  of  incnpadty  was 
then  again  ^cuflsed  s  the  re&sal  of  the 
^m^dment  made  many  of  those  who 
would  have  voted  for  Mr.  Wiftes^s  inca- 
pacity, now  the  question  became  general, 
vote  against  it ;  a  member  may  be  accused 
of  writing  a  l^bel— the  House  expels  him 
—but  for  being  tried  for  that  19)el  in  the 
court  of  law  he  is  found  innocent — h  that 
person  never  to  be  reinstated  ?  How  can 
you  make  that  person  amends  for  such 
expulsion?  But,  say.  the  ministry,  par^ 
liament  will  never  expel  a  member  but  for 
liist  cmise — ^when  a  ministry  are  to  be 
judges,  woe  to  their  opposers. 

Lord  Sirangt  said,  if  Mr.  WOkes  put 
tg  figaiB  and  agab ;  if  ^y  pesson  opposed 


him  and  had  bat  W  vat^  he  AmMk 
of  opinion  that  pefsoa  had  etnisd  hi 
declion.  He  was  answered  that  nov  Mr. 
Wilkes's  prophecy  was  near  being  seen> 
plished:  when  the  House  had  begssbf 
voting  who  should  oat  'he  meoibeii,  tbe 
next  step  would  be  voting  who  shooU; 
and  the  right  of  the  electors  be  eotinlj 
destroyed. 

Then  the  mam  questlan  bsioff  pH, 
^  Thet  John  Wilkes,  esq^  having  koi 
in  this  session  of  parliament  expdediii 
House,  was,  ana  is,  incapable  of  being 
elected  a  member  to  serve  in  thh  plSMrt 
par^ament ;"  The  House  dfvidsd.  Yea 
2d5;Noes89.  So  it  wm  rasolvtBd  is  At 
affirmative. 

A  motion  bekig  made.  That  the  hi 
election  of  a  Imight  of  the  shhe  toienf 
in  this  present  parliament  ibr  the  saUKf 
of  Middlesex,  is  a  void  electioa,  a  smb- 
ber,  in  his  place,  infonned  the  Home,  thi 
he  was  present  at  the  last  electisfi  (f  ■ 
knight  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  this  preseot 
pariiament  for  the  said  county ;  thst  to 
was  no  other  candidate  than  the  said  }k, 
Wilkes ;  that  there  was  no  poll  demaoW 
for  any  ot;ber  person,^  nor  any  kind  rf  9* 
position  to  the  electioa  of  the  said  ». 
Wilkes. 

Resolved,  That  tbestt^eleetioa  iiavsl 
cloctioo 

Ordered,  «<  That  Mr.  Soeaktrdsivi 
his  warrant  to  the  clerk  or  the  crows,  t» 
make  out  a  new  writ  for  the  elertiDg  rf* 
knight  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  thJBprciert 
parliament  for  the  county  of  Miaal«»eJ» 
m  the  room  of  John  Wilkes,  esq^  vko  s 
adjudged  incapable  of  being  ^^^.* 
member  to  serve  in  this  present  pv* 
ment^  and  whose  deotson  ier  tke  *■ 
county  has  been  dechHned  void.'* 

March  17.  On  the  motion  of  brdNoA 
it  was  ordered,  «  That  the  deputy  *» 
of  the  crown  do  attend  this  House  inaj 
diately,  with  the  return  to  the  vOtM 
electing  a  knight  of  the  shiie  to  senn  i 
this  present  pailiament  for  thecous^ 
Middlesex,  m  the  room  ef  Jojia  WJ* 
esq.,  adjudged  ineapable  of  beittgefe^ 
a  member  to  serve  in  this  present  ptf* 
ment,  and  whose  election  for  the  jw 
county  had  been  declared  ^*^*^^..^ 
the  deputy  clerk  attending  accojfdiflgj 
the  said  writ  and  return  were  read-  ^ 
it  appearing  by  the  wturn,  **»^jTf 
Wilkes,  esq.,  waseteeted,  and  returiw*?^ 
serve  as  a  knight  of  the  shire  ^J^^^ 
this  present  pariiamentfbr  ih^vH^^^ 
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i)f  Middlesex ;  the  OHtouw  was  mofed, 

tbal  die  eDtries  in  the  votes  of  the  Hous^ 

Ujpon  the  17th  of  February,  of  the  pro* 

ceedingi  of  the  House,  upon  the  return 

10  the  writ  for  ekcUng  a  knight  of  the 

«Ure  to  serve  in  this  preseot  parliament  for 

Ihe  otmM  of  Middlesex,  in  the  room  of 

John  WiUces,  esq.,  expelled  this  Housoi 

ojfbtberead* 
And  the  saoie  being  read  acoordbgtyi 

a  mptioo  was  made,  and  the  qoestioo 
beii^  nropeaed.  That  the  election  And  re* 
numor  Jonn  Wilkes,  esq.,  who  hath  been 

\n  this  House  adjudged  meapAhle  of  being 

CMcted  a  member  io  serve  in  this  present 

psiliiment,  are  ii«U  and  void;  and  the 

pieiioaa  questioa  being  pot,  lliat  that 

wstkm  bis  now  put)  it  was  resolved  ift 

die  aiBrmative. 
Then  the  main  question  being  pnt  t 
Beaoked,  That  the  ekction  and  return 

sf  Jrim  Wilkes^  esq.,  who  hath  been  hj 

thh  House  adjudged  incapaUe  of  being 

elected  a  meosber  to  serve  in  this  pre- 

fsnt  parliament,  are  null  and  void. 
And  n  motion  being  made,  That  Mr^ 

tneakcr  do  issue  his  wanrani  to  the  cleric 

of  the  crovn«  lo  make  out  a  new  writ  lor 

tiie  electiDi;  of  a  knif^t  of  the  shiie  to 

serve  in  this  wcsent  parliament,  for  the 
eoontj  of  MiadDasex,  m  the  room  of  J<ihn 
WHkea,  esq.,  who  hath  beenhy  this  House 
sdjudgad  meapaUe  of  being  elected  a 
laember  lo  serveia  thb  present  parliamefity 
sod  whose  election  and  return  have  been 
deohtfwd  null  and  void; 

Anil  the  House  bemg  informed,  that 
Mr.  John  Smith,  under  sheriff  of  thecoont  j 
tf  MiddlcaeK,  attended  at  the  door,  who 
could  give  the  House  «onie  account  of  the 
prooeMingsat  the  last  election  of  a  knight 
if  the  shtre  to  serve  in  this  present  parUn* 
feent  for  the  connty  of  Middlesex ;  he 
was  called  in ;  and,  at  the  bar,  informed 
Ae  HoMse,  that  he  was  present  at  the  last 
dectaen  of  a  ka^it  of  the  shire  to  servo 
ia  this  present  pattament  for  theeoonty  of 
Middlaex :  that  no  other  candidate  was 
fsopoaed  but  John  Wifkes,  esq. ;  and  that 
BO  elector  gave  or  tendered  his  vote  fotBoof 
other  person  than  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes. 

Ofdered,  «  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  is-' 
ne  hie  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the 
erovn,  to  make  out  a  new  writ  for  the 
sbetio^ef  akni^of  tfaeshire  to  serve  in 
das  pscset  pathamst  for  the  coun^  of 
IfiddieaeK,  m  the  nsom  ef  John  Wilices, 
es^,  who  faadi  been  adjedged  incapable  of 
hemg  elected  a  member  to  serve  in  thsa 
¥siacptjMrliamet|»  and  whose  elaetieis 
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and  return  have  been  dedesed  nuU  and 
void.'' 

April  7.  Celonel  Ombm  rose  atid  ob- 
served, that  the  election  at  Brentibrd  wta 
oeming  on ;  that  he  had  reason  to  appr«h 
hand  riots ;  that  several  freeholders  durat 
not  go  there  to  give  their  votes.  He 
therttbre  moved,  that  the  sherift  should 
be  ordered  to  attend  the  House  on  the 
10th  instant,  to  take  their  iti8tructiett% 
how  to  prevent  the  riots. 

The  ministry  seconded  him,  observii^ 
that  the  House  should  always  interfere^ 
espedaUy  in  keepine  the  peace  at  eleo 
tM»Ds,  and  that  they  had  done  it  m  a  very 
recent  inslanca. 

In  answer  it  was  observed,  that  tfie  us- 
stance  alluded  to  was  when  a  riot  had  a<^ 
toally  happened,  the  poll  interrupted,  mimy 
books  lost,  and  the  sheriA  had  come  to 
take  counsel  ef  the  House  h*w  they  should 
proceed;  that  to  suppose  a  riot,  iTouU 
probably  be  a  meiins  of  making  onei  that 
It  was  encroaohiiig  oft  the  pcArers  of  g(»- 
vemment  to  snppGue  the  civil  power  not 
able  te  raabtain  itself,  and  to  call  the  1»- 
gisbitive  to  assist  the  executive ;  thit  hew*> 
ever  as  the  motion  had  beeii  made^  th* 
House  could  not  well  reject  it,  lest  if  a 
riot  should  happen,  the  consequences  woldd 
be  objected  te  be  the  fault  of  ihose  Who 
voted  gainst  it. 

Mr.  DonodMwett  observed  that  the  me- 
tiob  was  in  itself  ridiettlous ;  for  wbeo  the 
sheri&  oame^  what  should  the  Hous*  sav 
to  them  ?  He  thought  it  would  he  osudk 
more  advisable  to  make  an  order  tb4t  the 
sherift  should  use  their  endeavoura  te 
keep  the  peace,  b  v  making  an  additioiisl 
nensber  of  ceastables,  drc  This  idea  wai 
fidopted«  When  the  debate  grew  a  llttii 
wavm# 

Mr^  Bmrke  ailaehed  the  mmlstry  as  aitf 
Ihoffs  of  the  whole  system  ef  rfoU,  by  the 
various  encouragements  thev  had  givenb* 
In  the  sattors  riots,  th^  had  employed  a 
person  at  the  head  of  tiiat  mob,  one  M^ 
lain  f  aU,  and  given  him  a  penanon  ior 
what  he  had  dcoe  m  that  moex  the  i^ 
pointing  leaders  ef  mobs,  was  a  sore  Bse* 
thod  to  eneeunge  mobs,  by  shewing  e 
countenance  to  the  principMs  on  Irhidi 
they  were  reiaed :  the  pardoning  the  nmr^ 
derersin  the  BrentfiMrd  riot,  was  a  very 
proper  extension  of  the  rojral  piterogative  t 
yet  the  method  in  which  it  was  done,  by 
giving  raasttaa  dtasm  fiom  the  parttid  hp(- 
mone  ef  laftereste^  surgeons^  tendidg  td 


583] 


9  GEORGfe  IIL 


Proceedingi  in  the  Ccmmons 


[5M 


ought  to  have  in  the  trial  of  iuries,  md  to 
bring  ipto  contempt  the  authority  of  the 
lawSy  was  so  weak  a  measure^  that  nothing 
-but  the  most  impotent,  ignorant,  dispi- 
rited administration  could  give  life  to.  A 
time  must  come,  though  the  ministers 
might  put  it  off  as  long  as  they  could, 
when  an  account  must  be  given  to  the 
people  o^  the  steps  by  which  so  great  in- 
novations had  been  made  in  the  constitu- 
tion, and  the  longer  that  account  was  de- 
ferred, by  so  much  more  weighty  the 
ioad  would  fall  upon  them.  Now  was  a 
proper  time  to  begin  jsuch  enquiry,  and 
-those  persons,  be  they  who  they  might, 
on  whom  the  cause  of  the  riots  could  pro- 
perly be  laid,  should,  as  he  thought,  be 
4eld  out  for  the  detestation  of  all  honest 
men,  and  the  punishment  of  the  crown. 

The  mioistiy  observed,  that  the  gentle- 
man misht  begin  by  enquiring,  if  Uie 
House  thought  it  necessary,  but  nobody 
would  imagme  they  would  join  issue  to 
•bring  about  suoh  enquiry.  They  denied 
-they  knew^  any  thing  of  the  employing 
captain  Fall,  they  did  not  conceive  the 
pardon  granted  to  the  rioters,  let  it  have 
been  done  in  what  manner  it  would,  would 
have  met  with  universal  approbation.  The 
present  way  was  equal  m  justice  to  any 
other. 

Colonel  Barre  observed  that  the  minis- 
try were  like  a  polypus:  out  it  into  pieces 
it  was  a  polypus  still ;  one  part  of  the  minis- 
try employed  its  talents  m  raising  mobs ; 
another  part  in  quelling  them;  and  a  third 
knew  nothing  at  all  of  the  matter :  but  he 
wondered  they  ^ere  so  ignorant  of  the  old 
parliamentary  systems,  not  to  know  that 
when  a  minister  was  so  publicly  attacked; 
he  never  would  leave  the  House  until  he 
iiad-  cleared  himself  from  the  accusation ; 
and  congratulated  them  on  the  new  me- 
thod found  out  of  putting  a  negative  on 
enquiries  of  that  nature,  by  votmg  them 
aot  necessary. 

It  was  then  ordered,  <<  That  the  sherffi 
of  Middlesex  do  apply  to  the  magistrates  of 
the  said  oounty,  and  acquaint  them,  that 
•k  is  the  order  of  this  House,  That  the  said 
magistrates  do  attend  the  next  election  of 
a  knight  of  the -shire  for  the  said  county, 
and  do -appoint  a  proper  number  of  con- 
stables, and  take  every  otiher  means  in 
tiieir  power,  to  preserve  the  peace  and 
freedom  of  the  said  electioo." 

April  1^  Mr.  Onslow  made  a  motion 
for  the  return  of  a  knight  of  the  shire  for 
j^dj^se^;  to  bgiminediately  brou^t  up. 


This  was  opposed,  os  unjust  to  coloDel 
Luttrell,  as  proceeding  on  the  return 
might  hinder  his  petition  for  an  uodae 
election.  The  freeholders,  too,  might  p^ 
tition,  but  by  proceeding  in  this  summary 
way  both  were  prevented ;  that  an  enqaity 
into  the  return,  must  either  be  foUoved 
by  a  motion  to  vote  in  colonel  Luttrell, 
perhaps  contrary  to  his  inclination,  as  not 
choosmg  to  stand  on  such  narrow  ground, 
to  be  the  member  for  a  county  against  the 
opinion  of  so  large  a  majority  of  free- 
holders,  when,  perhaps,  he  might  have 
other  more  manly  ground  to  stand  on;  or 
else  it  must  be  folU»wed  by  declaring  it  a 
void  election,  which  mightbe  exceedingly 
unjust,  as  tliere  were  so  many  other  cao- 
didates.  Others  observed,  tliat  putting  off 
the  enquiry  for  fourteen  days  would  give 
time  for  petitions  against  the  election,  and 
could  be  attended  with  no  bad  conse- 
quences, as  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  declared 
incapable  by  this  parliament,  which  per- 
haps was  a  measure  not  absolutely  jost, 
but  it  was  a  law  of  parliament  that  no  r^ 
solution  could  be  rescinded  in  the  same 
session ;  the  next  session  might  probably 
think  differently  from  this,  and  once  more 
establish  the  right  of  the  people  on  ita  just 
basis—that  this  had  unfortunately  become 
a  dispute  between  the  parliament  and  the 
people,  which,  so  far  from  ending  our  un- 
fortunate disturbances,  would  in  all  pro- 
bability encrease  them  to  an  height  de« 
structive  of  the  constitution. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  urged,  that  the 
dignity  of  the  House  was  conoeraed  u 
putting  an  end  immediately  to  this  affair; 
that  having  voted  Mr.  Wilkes  incspable  of 
being  returned,  the  people  had  no  right  to 
give  their  votes  to  hioft-— the  sherifi  were 
guilty  of  an  audacious  insult  on  the  Hooi^ 
of  Commoiis,  and  liable  Co  censure  fof 
having  returned  him ;  that  the  proceeding 
so  immediately,  was  following  the  exict 
steps  taken  by  the  House  in  the  formff 
case  where  he  had  been  declared  incaoaUe 
of  being  elected.  The  return  was  there- 
fore called  for*  and  Mr.  Wilkes's  election 
declared  void.  * 

Mr.  Onslow  then  moved  that  the  ahe- 
riffis  of  Middlesex  should  immediately  at- 
tend the  House  with  the  poll ;  whkh  «tf 
agreed  to;  but  the  ministry  having  a^' 
lected  to  give  the  sheriA  noKice»  they 
were  so  long  in  coming  that  the  Hoitf* 
got  into  confusion. and  not  for  twohou^ 
and  then  the  m^t  was  so  far  advanced 
that  it  became  improper  to  enter  ia^ 
any  new  debate  that  night :  ^w^^'^ 
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made  by  the  ministry  to  adjourn  to  next 

day,  wUdi  was  Saturday.  .  r 

The  Opposition  opposed  Saturday  as 

contnuy  to   the   custom  of  parliament, 

vhich  never  did  any  thing  of  conseauence 

OQ  that  day ;  that  Saturday  was  dedicated 

to  other  ousiness,  or  pleasure ;    that  it 

seemed  as  if  the  hurrying  on  this  business 

ns  such  a  measure  of  goyernment»  that 

zumsual  means  were  taken  to  insure  its 

Miccess ;  that  precipitation  might  sooner 

iikflame  than  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people. 

However  the  Ministry  were  so  eager  to 

finish  the  affiiir,  that  they  voted  for  Satur- 

^lay  \fj  a  majority  of  207  to  115. 

Aprfl  15.    Mr.  Onslow  made  a  motion, 
^<  That  Henry  Lawes  Luttrell,  esa.  ought 
to  Wave  been  returned  a  knight  of  the  shire 
to  cerve  in  this  present  parliament  for  the 
coonty  of  Midalesex.''    He  produced  an 
iotaoce  of  a  person  who  was  first  in  the 
poll,  but  being  incapable  of  being  chosen 
by  a  refusal  to  uke  the  oaths,  the  House 
of  Commons  considered  him  as  no  candi« 
date,  and  voted  in  the  person  who  was 
next   on    the   poll.      This   instance    he 
brought  to  shew,  that  when  votes  were 
given  to  a  person  incapable  of  being  cho- 
leo,  those  votes  were  looked  upbn,  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  as  thrown  away,  and 
the  person  next  on  the  poll  always  de- 
:kred  duly  elected   by  the  House:    he 
lalked  a  good  deal  of  his  motives  for  mak- 
ing this  motion,  as  founded  on  the  princi- 
ples of  whi^ism  and  the  revolution ;  that 
Ihe  law  of  parliament  was  the  law  of  the 
sod ;    and  consequently  Mr.  Wilkes  hav- 
ng  been  declared  incapable  by  the  House 
)f  Conimons,  this  was  a  legal  disqualifica- 
iou,  and  of  course  the  same  case  as  that 
)efore  cited:  the  House  ought  therefore  to 
}roce«d    in  the  same  manner  they  had 
titherto  done  in  esses  of  the  same  nature, 
uid  TOte  Mr.  Luttrell  in. 

The  Attorney  General^  on  the  same  side, 

ibaerYed,    that    he    looked    upon    Mr. 

^ilkea'a  disqualification,  notifiea  as  it  was 

&  the  writ  to  the  aherifi  and  freeholders, 

a  absolutely  conclusive  on  them ;    and, 

herefore,  the  sheriffii  were  guilty  of  a  great 

mpropriety,  to  say  no  worse,  in  returning 

dr.  Wilkes:    that  in  the  late  infiunous 

iot  at  St.  James's,  there  was  resularity, 

^rder,  and  a  well  laid  design,  and  he  was 

orry  to  inform  the  House,  that  he  could 

et  no  legal  proof  to  brine  any  person  to 

utice  ;  he  thought  to  take  the  advice  of 

be  House  how  he  should  proceed  therein. 

t  vas  abaerradt  too,  that  the  House  had» 


at  difierent  times,  hy  three  votes,  disqua- 
lified several  ranks  of  men,  as  aliens,  deni- 
zens, sheriff},  minors,  or  dergymen :  that 
if  they  could  disqualify  bodies  of  men,  they 
could  do  the  same  to  a  single  person* 

Sir  FUtcker  Norton  spc^e  on  die  sam# 
side.  He  observed,  that  he  could  not  say 
that  it  was  illegal  for  the  freeholders  tOL 
offisr  their  votes  for  Mr.  Wilkes.  It  watf 
not  ill^al  lor  the  sheriff  to  take  those 
votes  for  Mr.  Wilkes.  It  was  not  iUegal 
for  the  sheri&  to  return  Mr.  Wilkes, 
when  chosen  ;  but  he  thought  it  highly  in* 
decent  to  fiy  thus  in  the  face  of  a  resolu* 
tion  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
sherifis  might  have  made  other  returns; 
they  might  have  returned  all  the  candi- 
dates ;  or  they  might  have  made  a  spe- 
cial return;  or  they  might  have  returned 
Mr.  Luttrell.  That  the  Commons,  acting 
in  a  judicial  canatity,  he  thouebt  their  re- 
solutions equal  to  a  law.  He  instanced 
some  members  who  were  disqualified  by 
such  resolutions  at  different  times;  as. 
Hall,  for  libeUine;  sir  E.  Sawyer,  Mr. 
Montague,  for  brioery,  &c.  If  you  have 
a  right  to  expel,  it  would  be  of  no  use, 
if  not  able  to  Iceep  out  the  person  so  ex- 
pelled. 

Lord  North  spoke  long,  but  chiefly  to 
the  passions ;  he  described  Mr.  Wilkes, 
and  nis  actions,  in  a  lively  manner;  shewed 
the  variety  of  troubles  he  had  given  the 
ministry — that  unless  by  voting  in  Mr. 
Luttrell,  an  end  was  put  to  thia  debate, 
the  whole  kingdom  would  be  in  confusion. 
Though  he  owned  he  did  not  think  that 
measure  would  put  an  end  to  the  distrac- 
tions. He  spoke  much  more  to  the  expe- 
diency than  the  legality  of  the  measure 
proposed. 

Mr.  Beckford  observed,  on  the  other 
side,  that  allthe  precedents  they  had  men- 
tioned were  of  persons  disqualified  by  act 
of  parliament,  consequendy  not  applicable 
to  the  present  case ;  Sir.  Wilkes  bemg  dis- 
qualified only  by  a  vote  of  one  part  of  the 
legislature — ^that  the  House  of  Commons, 
fl^one,  cannot  make  a  law,  binding  any 
body  but  themselve»--if  they,  by  a  vote, 
can  disoualify  one  person,  they  may  go 
on  and  aisqualify  whom  ther  please ;  the 
conseauence  of  which  must  be  the  getting 
into  tneir  own  hands  the  power  of  die* 
whole  government.  He  concluded  witn  a 
story  in  scripture,  of  Rehoboam,  the  son  of 
Solomon,  wnen  the  ten  tribes  of  Israel  re- 
volted from  his  government;  which  hB 
recommended  to  we  ministry  to  apply. 

Seijeant  Gljfnn  spoke  very  ably,  a«d 
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fiurljr  obscrvtdi,  <(hal  the  diiquftli&^Uoii  of 
Mr*  WSket  not  being  the  Isw  of  the  land^ 
the  fireeholden  of  MiddleBex  were  not 
4ibli^ed  to  take  notice  of  it--^that  the  dis«> 
quahfioeiionfl  of  bodi^  of  men,  as  clergy^ 
iuiene,  Ac,  were  all  either  by  express  laws, 
#r  bj  impUcation  from  the  common  laiir» 
and  that  the  votes  of  the  House  to  that  ef- 
fad,,  vere  only  declaratory,  but  not  enact- 
ing*^that  nnaoubtedly  me  House  had  a 
jurisdiction  over  its  own  nembers,  and 
were  judges  of  the  rights  of  electors,  but 
such  judgments  must  be  according  to  law, 
a  natural  consequence  c£  every  court  of 
judicature  in  this  kingdom^-that  the  rish't 
of  the  freeholders  of  Middlesex,  as  well  as 
the  right  of  every  citizen  or  burgess,  was 
an  inherent  right  in  them,  not  derived 
firom  the  House  of  Commons,  and  tfaere- 
fcre  could  not  bo  taken  from  them  by  the 
House,  except  in  cases*  where  offending 
Against  hiw,  they  had  forfeited  a  right  to 
each  privilnes. 

Mr.  BuTM  drew  a  vary  moving  picture 
of  the  present  state  of  the  nation,  and  the 
terrible  consequences  to  be  dreaded  from 
this  measure ;  shewing  that  this  was  not, 
aa  had  been  represented,  a  dispute  between 
the  House  and  the  freeholders  of  Middle- 
aeK,  but  between  the  House  and  all  the 
voters  in  England,  who  would  easily  per- 
eeive  their  franchises  invaded  by  thisi  vote. 
He  accused  the  ministry  of  the  steps  they 
bad  taken  to  sow  discord  between  the 
King  aad  the  people.  He  said,  that  the 
Ad^essea  were  libels  on  the  people,  ac* 
oosinff  them  of  crimes  the  mmistry  had 
forced  them  into— that  the  court  of  exa* 
mining  sur^ecms,  was  a  rank  libel  on  the 
trial  1^  Junes,  and  that  the  dignity  of  the 
ministry  was  destroyed  by  a  (Sspute  they 
were  obliged  to  enter  into  witn  a  poor 
BurgeoD,  who  had  publicly  threatened 
.them  with  a  prosecution  for  defaming  him, 
and  had  never  dared  to  defend  themsdives. 

Mr*  GremwUe  made,  this  di^,  one  of  the 
best  speeches  that  had  been  made  in  the 
House  of  Commons  for  miany  years.  He 
diewed,  from  history,  that  the  vote  of  the 
House  of  Lorda  respecting  one  of  their 
own  members,  had  been  considered  by  the 
King*s*bench  as  mill  and  void,  because 
contrary  to  law ;  and  that  the  Judges  had 
not.  been .  punisbed  by  the  Lords  for  ae 
doing  (this  was  in  the  case  of  lord  Baa- 
bury,  Holt  chief  justice)  •  He  then  shew- 
ed, that  in  the  caae  of  Ashby  and  While, 
s  votc(  of  the  Bouse  of  Commons,  ooo^ 
trary  to  law,  Imd  else  been  disregaoded  by 
She  courts  .below  i  pnd,  ^Kxa  th^  pf e- 
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mises,  co0<MKed,  that  a  vM  if  the: 
might  and  did  bind  the  Hous^tfie 
it  was  made  in ;  but,  out  of  the 
except  In  matters  of  privilege,  hal 
feet  dn  the  people*    If  the  mil 
said,  will  take  such  headstrei^ 
the  vengeance  of  a  deluded,  iDjunij 
pie,  must  fall  on  them. 

The  motion  waa  then  carried  bf 
against  143* 

April  29.  A  Petitioo  of  the  i 
of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  was 
to  the  House  and  read;  MMiDg 
'<  That  the  petitioners  bebg 
the  votes  of  the  House,  Aat  the 
the  said  county  hath  been  amendsdbgri 
out  tlie  name  of  John  Wilkes,  esqi». 
inserting  the  name  of  Henry  Lttoij 
trdl,  esq.  instead  thereof,  and  that ' 
wad  given  to  potion  this  Hmise, 
ing  the  election  of  Heuy  Lawes  L 
esq. ;  and  representing  to  the  Hoqm^i 
the  said  Henry  Laiwes  Luttreil  hrii 
the  majority  of  legal  votes  at  tk 
election,  nor  did  the  minority  e^the 
holders,  when  they  voted  lor  Jdia  "^ 
esq.,  mean  therchy  to  throw  awsf 
votes,  or  to  wave  their  right  of  repi«ae* 
tion,  nor  would  they  by  any  n^*>*^ 
chosen  to  be  represented  by  the  m 
Henry  Lawes  Luttrdl,  eso. ;  the  fw 
tioners  therefore  apprehend  ne  caniMtd 
as  the  representative  of  the  said  aHuyj 
parliament,  without  manifest  iDfriogM 
of  the  rights  and  piivile^  of  the  fig 
holdem  thereof:  the  petitioners  thtfM 
hope  that  the  House  will  give  lesfettj 
they  may  be  heitfdby  their  coaoNlV^ 
the  said  efection  and  retami  and  |g| 
them  such  fiirther  rdief  as  theyskUdMi 

eeL*' 

Ordered,  That  the  matter  «f '^'f 
Petition,  so  far  as  the  sane  relatef  to  >! 
election  of  Henry  Lewes  LnttreB,  ^ 
be  heard  at  the  bv  of  this  Hsuier  ^ 
the  8th  ef  May. 

MajB.  The Heuaerpieceedsdta <|J 
bearing  of  the  matter  of  tf  e  i^<^^ 
the  freehdders  of  the  oowi^  ^  ^^''' 


Aed  the  oounsel  were  called  0f«|^ 
sakft  Petition  was  read.  Aad  the  ^m 
made.upQai  the  d9Ch  of  Apri^htft,  for  ^ 
hig  this  day,  at  the  bar  of  tUs  Hosier  v 
matter  of  the  said  Peddea,  ^  ^uZl 
same  rdatei  tothe  dection^  ^"^ 
Lawes  Luttrdl,es&,  wasalso  reo";,^ 

AoA  ihj^  standug  aider  of  tha  ^<*^ 
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nadetlid  IMief  Januarf,  ITS^  fbr  re* 
itrainiDg  the  coungel,  at  the  bar  of  this 
House,  or  before  the  comimttee  of  privi- 
leges and  eleotkmsy  fvom  oftring  eVmncc 
toQchiDg  the  legality  ef  votes  for  membert 
to  i6#ve  in  pariiamem,  for  any  oonntj^ 
alure,  dly^boroi^h,  cinque  port,  orjplace, 
eontrary  to  the  last  deternmiation  m  the 
House  of  CoBinionB^  was  also  read. 

Aod  the  counsel  for  the  petitieners  were 
ksrd;  and  Having  proposed  to  produce 
eridenoe,  to  shew  that  the  numbers  upon 
the  pdl  were  for  Mr.  Will;»s  114S>  and 
for  Mr.  Luttreli  296 ;  the  same  was  ad- 
Buttedby  thecovnsel  for  the  sitting  mem* 
ber. 

Thai  the  coonsel  for  the  sitting  member 
verehsardk  And  one  of  the  counsel  for 
tie  peCtdonen  having  been  heard  by  way 
of  rqily ;  the  counsel  on  both  sidtes  were 
dmted  U>  withdraw. 

And  a  motion'  being  made,  **  That. 
Henry  Lawes  Luttreli,  esq.  is  duly  elected 
s  knight  of  die  shire  to  serve  in  tl^s  present 
poHiameal  for  die  county  of  Middlesex  \** 
the  House  divided :  Yeas  281 ;  Noes  152. 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  dBmative. 

The  Cbllowin^  very  able  summary  of  the 
Arguments  maoie  use  of  during  the  Debates 
en  the  Expul^on  of  Mr.  WiUces,  is  tsdcen 
from  the  Annual  Begister  for  1769 : 

It  was  said  by  those  who  opposed  the  ex- 
pulsion of  Mr.  Wilkes^  Tliat  Uie  right  of 
the  eleoion  to  be  represented  by  men  of 
dieir  awn  choice,  was  so  esseatisd  for  the 
pesermtion  of  idl  their  other  rights,  that 
K  ooghc  to  be  considered  as  one  of  the 
fliOBt  snored  parts  of  oor  constitution. 
That  the  House  of  Commons  was  not  a 
s^-constituted  power,  acting  by  an  inhe- 
rent right;  but  an  electad  body,  restrain- 
9A  within  the  limits  of  a  ddegated  audio* 
rity;  hence,  as  they  were  cho^,  they 
could  not  dispute  the  right  of  their  consti- 
tuents, without  sapping  the  foundkition  of 
Mr  own  existaneei  and  infrmging  the 
fondamental  principles  of  the  constitution. 
1W  the  law  of  die  kmd  had  regnlated  the 

Cificotions  of  members  to  serve  in  par- 
ent, and  that  the  flredicrfdeTs  of  every 

(Oimty  hod  an  indisputable  right  to  return 

Horn  they  thought  proper,  provided  he 

^  not  disqualified  by  any  c^  those  known 
ktrs.  That  new  restminls  are  not  arbi* 
Hrily  to  be  iasposed  at  pleasure  bv  the 
jitdgment  of  any  eouirt.  The  legimture 
4otte,  which  is  the  united  power  of  the 
^te.  King,  Lor^,  and  Conamons,  can 
^Wbei  a«w  vssttaints.    Courts  of  jttdic»- 
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tare,  and  hoisses  of  parliameal  acting  aa 
courts  of  jttdaeatmre,  have  only  the  power 
of  dedariogthem:  and  in  the  use  ef  dial 
power  are  bound  by  the  law  as  il  stands-ai 
the  time  of  making  that  deckintion.. 
When  usage  is  ooHeoSMi  from  the  anci^nt^ 
uniform,  and  uninterrupted  pmcdoe  of  pHr* 
lianaent^  we  have  the  custom  of  pariia^ 
ment ;  and  that  cnstom  is  the  kw  of  pailin* 
ment.  TlieSe  restraints,  therefore,  do  net 
stand  solely  on  the  decision  of  the  Honso^ 
or  the  judement  of  a  court  havine  coia|ie* 
tent  jarisdiction  in  the  case:  ditfy  aro 
much  bettor  founded  in  the  previous 
usage,  and  the  repeated  acqutescenoo  of 
diose  who  are  afiected  by  them. 

These  incapacities  are  genersUy  known ; 
they  are  enumerated  by  faw-writersof  the. 
first  authority,  who  expressly  declare  al 
other  persons  eli^ble;  these  grave  wrileve 
could  not  conceive,  diat  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Commons  could  from  time  Se 
time  either  create  or  declare  new  disquali* 
fications.  They  are  founded  in  good 
sense ;  analogous  to  the  like  restreinte  ad* 
judged  in  other  cases  by  the  courts  of  law  t 
and  confirmed  by  usage.'  They  are  not 
occasional  but  fixed :  to  rule  and  govern 
the  question  as  it  shall  arise ;  not  to  start 
up  on  a  sudden,  and  shift  from  aide  t4 
Slue,  n  the  caprice  of  the  dliy  or  the  fiuc» 
tuation  of  party  shall  direct.  Our  consd'* 
tution  does  not  know  any  court  so  so* 
preme  as  to  be  above  reason,  nor  so  abso* 
lute  as  to  be  able  to  make  a  custom  under 
pretence  of  declaring  it.  The 
nere  asserted  is  such  as  would 
the  resdution  oi  the  House  to  be  the  law 
of  the  land  by  virtue  of  its  own  authoritif 
only,  notwithstanding  it  may  ha^  usi^e^ 
reason,  and  justice  to  contend  against. 

Instances  were  given  of  former  resolii» 
tions,  repeatedly  taken  upon  much  deli* 
beration,  in  opposition  to  good  sense  and 
reason,  common  usage,  and  the  righ^  of 
the  electors.  It  was  said  that  a  most  sa* 
lutary  doctrine  was  to  be  drawn  firom  the 
glarmg  hiconsistency  of  these  resolutions  s 
that  where  power  goes  beyo6d  right,  it 
finds  no  resting  place  ; .  it  never  knows 
where  to  stop ;  but  that  every  part  of  its 
career  diews  the  danger  of  passing  the 
boundsprescribed  by  mw. 

Besides  the  original  diSie|oaIificaitioaS| 
foonded  on  reason  and  the  ccmnnon  taw| 
and  which  are  as  ancient  as  the  constitu- 
tion^ and  from  their  nature  must  be  as^^  per* 
manent,  restraints  have  fi  different  times 
been  laid  on  by  the  statute  law,  and 
founded  therefore  m  die  consent  W  the 
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whole  commiiiiitj.  These  are  arbkrary, 
tfldce  their  rue  froib  expediency,  and  are 
liaUe  to  be  chang^ed  from  time  to  time,  by 
that  authority  which  cave  them  beinff.  ~lf 
these  restraints  could  nave  been  establish- 
ed by  any  authority  less  than  that  of  an 
act  of  parliament,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined 
that  the  House  of  Commons  would  have 
applied  to  the  other  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature,  in  a  matter  which  entirely  con- 
cemed  itself,  and  its  constituents  in  their 
eleqtions ;  though  every  application  risked 
at  least  the  moitlfication  of  a  refusal ;  and 
that  in  our  own  times  place-bills,   and 

rension-bills,  have  been  tendered  at  the 
ar  of  the  House  of  Lords  from  year  to 
year,  though  their  only  object  was  the  in- 
depmdency  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
That  the  great  patriots  who  tendered  those 
bills,  never  dreamed  of  the  doctrine  now 
aet  up,  which  tells  us,  that  any  restraint 
declared  bjr  the  House,  derives  sufficient 
authority  from  that  declaration,  and  is 
good  inlaw. 
^That  instances,  may  be  brought  of  ex- 

Edments  made,  how  far  a  vote  of  the 
ouse  might  be  effectual,  where  the  vote 
has  been  afterwards  dropped,  and  the  ef- 
fect obtained  by  an  act  of  parliament. 
That  in  particmar,  April  2,  1677,  the 
House  came  to  a  resolution  to  prevent 
expences  in  elections  after  the  teste  of  the 
writ,  much  in  the  same  words  as  in  the  act 
afterwards  passed,  7  Will.  3.  This  was 
made  the  standing  order  of  the  House  at 
that  time.  It  was  renewed  and  confirmed 
as  such.  May  2S,  and  October  21,  1678. 
But,  to  give  It  effect,  it  became  necessary 
to  pass  an  act  of  parliament  for  that  pur- 
pose, six  years  after  the  Revolution. 

That  the  House  of  Commons  has  the 
right,  incidental  to  its  judicature,  of  de- 
daring  what  incapacities  are  legal.  But  it 
behoves  the  House  to  take  care,  that,  in- 
stead of  exercising  the  powers  which  it 
has,  it  assume  not  those  which  it  has  not ; 
that  from  the  temperate  and  judicious  use 
of  a  legal  power,  vested  in  it  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  people,  it  swell  not  to  the  utmost 
pitch  of  extravagance  and  despotism,  and 
make  the  law,  under  pretence  of  declaring 
at. 

It  was  shewn  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  not, 
by  any  construction  whatever,  under  any 
legal  disability.  That  there  ace  an  inn- 
nite  number  of  cases,  in  which  the  ex- 
pediency of  new  powers  in  magistrates, 
courts  of  justice,  and  either  House  of  Par- 
liament, are  apparent*  But  these  powers 
cannot  be  assumed.    They  onut  be  de« 


rived  from  a  superior  authority  to  an  in* 
ferior;  from  the  legidatore'  to  either 
House  of  Parliament  That  there  is  a 
manifest  diference  between  expulsion  and 
disability ;  and  that  we  must  totally  forget 
the  common  sense  and  meaning  of  words, 
if  we  can  persuade  ourselves  that  ezpd* 
sion,  which  is  the  less  degree  of  punish* 
ment,  involves  disability,  which  »  the 
greater ;  and  that  the  same  difference  be- 
tween the  sense  of  these  words  in  common 
language,  has  in  a  pariiamentary  sense 
been  constantly  observed  by  the  House  of 
Commons. 

The  causes  of  expulsion  were  exa- 
mined ;  it  was  said,  that  the  charge  against 
Mr.  Wilkes,  was  so  accumulated,  that  it 
was  difficult  to  say  precisely  for  what  h? 
was  expelled ;  and  that  it  was  probable^if 
the  question  had  been  put  separately  tor 
each  offence  contained  in  that  charger 
judgment  of  expulsion  might  not  have 
passed  for  either.  That  the  first  oifeoce 
contained  in  the  general  charge,  was  the 
publication  of  the  Nortb-Britoo;  which 
had  been  taken  up  by  a  former  paiiiaroeDt, 
and  for  which  he  had  been  then  punished 
by  expulsion.  That  being  punished  by  a 
former  parliatnent,  he  could  not  be 
brought  a  second  time  to  punishment  in 
this  parliament  for  the  same  offencei  sod 
that  it  would  be  an  imputation  on  thtp- 
tice  of  the  House  to  suppose  it.  The  se- 
cond offence,  was  the  publication  ofio 
impious  and  obscene  Ubei,  which  had  been 
taken  up  by  the  House  of  Lords  in  afor^ 
mer  parliament,  and  for  which  be  h 
been  convicted  and  punished ;  hut  whi 
was  no  offence  against  the  House  of  C 
mens,  nor  in  any  respect  within  its 
minal  jurisdiction.  The  third  and  last  ofj 
fence,  was  the  libel  contained  in  the  in- 
troductory preface  to  lord  Weyroouih*i 
letter :  however  this  may  be  understood 
as  a  libel,  it  was  said  not  to  be  one  ol 
those  offences,  which  are  within  the  en* 
minal  jurisdiction  of  the  House  of  Coa^ 
mons.  J 

The  precedents  of  disability  fouo<i«3 
upon  former  resolutions,  were  strictly  ex|^ 
mined ;  it  was  shewn  that  some  of  thefl 
overthrow  themselves  ;  that  nobody  ca^ 
rely  on  the  authority  of  proceedings  i^ 
which  there  appears  a  manifest  abuse»  i 
daring  illegality,  and  a  slavish  subinissM^ 
to  power :  such  proceedings  are  vicious  ij 
the  whole  as  well  as  in  part;  and  ou^> 
never  to  be  quoted  in  order  tobefoHo^^ 
That  others  were  established  in  the  m^ 
violent  times,  when  every  d^y  produce 
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lew  invasions  of  the  constitution.  That 
n  the  jear  1642,  the  precedents  grow 
ipon  us  so  abundantly,  as  to  lose  all  pre- 
ence  to  authority.  That  49  memoers 
rere  expelled  in  two  months  only  of 
hat  Year,  and  most  or  all  of  them  ren- 
ierea  incapable  of  sitting :  that  the  ma- 
ority  then  were  clearing  the  House  of 
heir  obnoxious  brethren;  and  that  to 
render  their  policy  complete,  and  better 
iccure  to  their  order  of  mcapacity  the  ef- 
fect intended,  new  writs  were  seldom 
issued  at  the  time  of  the  expulsion ;  and 
frequently  were  not  issued  at  alL 

That  order  arose  out-  of  this  confusion ; 
and  that  from  the  Restoration  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  'the  sentence  or  punishment  has 
nerer  gone  beyond  expulsion,  except  in  a 
few  instances  of  members  disablea  from 
being  elected  at  particular  boroughs,  on 
proof  of  a  corrupt  influence  obtamed  in 
tbem. 

That  the  power  of  expulsion  is  suffi- 
dently  great :  it  may  be  used  to  dissrace, 
to  harass,  to  ruin  an  individual;  but  it 
carries  with  it  no  public  danger.  .If  the 
House  abuse  its  power  in  the  execution  of 
it,  the  electors  have  their  remedy,  by  re- 
electing the  expelled  member.  But  when 
iocapacity  of  beins  re-elected  is  super- 
sdded  to  the  expulsion,  it  is  no  longer  the 
case  of  an  individual;  the  rights  of  the 
electors  ar&  most  materially  imfected.  A 
Kop  is  put  to  the  freedom  of  their  elec- 
bon.  The  number  of  persons  open  to 
their  choice  is  diminished;  and  though 
that  diminution  is  in  one  only,  that  single 
)erson  may  be  their  first  favouqte,  and 
)erhapfl  on  that  account  rendered  inca- 
pable. Nor  does  the  evil  stop  here.  The 
Jected  learn  to  taste  the  sweets  of  culling 
heir  company,  not  only  by  removing  trou- 
blesome opponents,  but  barring  their  re- 
»ntry ;  and  by  putting  a  negative  on  the 
urst  interest  in  any  place,  make  room  for 
the   second.    That    reason    crfes   aloud 

r'  ist  such  a  power  in  any  set  of  men 
ever.  Happily  she  is  opposed  by  no 
considerable  list  of  precedents,  except  in 
18  years  of  confusion  from  1642  to  1660. 
Tliat  when  we  see  this  power  so  seldom 
exercised  in  old  times,  so  grossly  abused 
^hen  it  was,  and  so  entirm  abandoned 
iioce,  we  cannot  but  conclude  that  usage 
disclaims  the  power  as  much  as  reason 
protests  against  it,  and  that  it  does  not 
^^ist  in  our  constitution. 

Such  were  a  few  of  the  many  argu- 
ments urged  with  great  force  and  energy 
Q&  this  side  of  the  question.    On  the  other 
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side  it  was  said.  That  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  lon^  been  allowed  a  power  of 
expelling  their  own  members,  and  that 
unless  the  person  expelled  was  to  be  ex- 
cluded, the  power  or  expulsion  was  wholly 
useless,  and  tended  rather  to  expose  the 
House  of  Commons  to  contempt,  than  to 
increase  its  dignity  or  importance.  That 
the  right  claimed  by  the  freeholders  of 
Middlesex,  was  no  other  than  the  right  of 
doing  wrong,  of  sending  a  member  to  par* 
liament,  who  was  certainly  ineligible  in  the 
eye  of  reason,  however  he  might  be  deem- 
ed returnable  in  the  judgment  of  the  law. 
That  if  the  House  was  obliged  by  the  con- 
stitution to  receive  all  persons  who  were 
returned  by  a  majority  of  freeholders,  and 
who  were  qualified  according  to  law,  the 
freeholders  were  equally  bound  not  to  re- 
turn improper  persons.  That  the  law 
could  not  foresee  all  possible  cases ;  but 
that  if  it  could  have  been  thought,  that 
the  freeholders  would  have  made  an  in- 
judicious, improper,  or  dangerous  use,  of 
this  ^reat  privilege  of  election,  the  con- 
stitution would  not  have  entrusted  them 
with  it.  That  our  wise  ancestors  by  no 
means  intended,  that  infidels  should  be  the 
guardians  of  our  religion,  beggars  the 
protectoi^  of  our  property,  or  convicts  the 
framers  of  our  laws. 

That  the  House  of  Cdmmons  is  the  sole 
court  of  judicature  in  all  cases  of  election. 
That  this  authority  is  derived  from  the  first 
principles  of  our  government j  viz.  tha 
necessary  independence  of  the  three 
branches  of  the  legislature.  Did  any 
other  body  of  men  possess  this  power, 
members  might  be  obtruded  upon  the 
House,  and  their  resolutions  'might  be  in- 
fluenced under  colour  of  determining 
elections.  They  have  therefore  an  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction,  and  must  be  in  all 
these  cases  the  dernier  resort  of  justice. 
That  the  House  in  the  present  case  is  the 
competent  judge  of  disability,  and  that 
their  dedsion  on  it  is  final ;  that  if  in  this, 
or  any  other  instance,  its  decisions  were 
found  to  be  attended  with  prejudice,  the 
united  branches  of  the  legislature  in  l^'^ir 
supreme  and  collective  capacity,  might 
interpose,  and  by  passing  a  law  regulate 
such  decisions  fbr  tne  future ;  but  that  no- 
thing less  could  restrict  their  authority. 

It  is  asked,  under  what  head  of  legal 
disability,  is  the  present  expulsion  to  be 
found  ?  How  are  the  electors  to  know  it  ? 
The  answer  is  easy :  the  records  of  par- 
liament will  inform  them.  How  have  they 
learnt,  that  judges  of  the  superior  courts 
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cannot  be  cliosen  representative^  of  the 
people?  How  are  aliens?  How  kre 
clergymen  disqualified  r  Hie  House  has 
adjudgea  them  incapable  as  the  several 
questions  occurred. 

It  was  saidy  that  a  very  extraordinary 
principle  had  been  adopted  in  the  course 
of  this  debate,  as  if  the  Commons  wanted 
to  infringe  upon  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, without  recollecting,  that  the  Com- 
mods  and  the  people  are  virtually  ttie 
same,  and  that  any  endeavour  to  make 
them,  separate  bodies,  is  no  less  dangerous 
than  it  IS  preposterous.  If  the  Commons 
in  their  representative  capacity  have  privi- 
leges which  render  them  important,  that 
importance  increased  the  consequence  of 
(he  people  in  their  capacity  of  delegation ; 
the  people  cannot  be  secure,  unless  the 
Commons  are  secure ;  they  are  inseparably 
connected  both  in  interest  and  in  freedom ; 
and  though  upon  some  occasions  the  privi- 
lege of  parliament  may  be  a  seeming  oppres- 
sion to  individuals,  the  loss  of  it  would  be 
attended  with  very  fatal  effects  to  the  fr hole 
ponuDunity.  "f  hat  if  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  not  in  their  collective  capacity 
a  title,  to  peculiar  privileges,  no  one  mem- 
ber in  his  individual  character  could  claim 
them  ^ith  the  smallest  degree  of  propriety; 
yet  individuals  hourly  claimed  them  with 
confidence,  and  they  were  admitted  by  the 
taw  of  the  land. 

That  nothing  could  be  more  misrepre-  i 
sented,  thisui  by  saying  that  this  measure 
was  an  injury  to  the  feeholders  of  Mid- 
dlesex. That  on  the  contrary  the  injury 
was  attempted  on  their  side,  who  would 
obtrude  an  improper  person  on  the  House 
as  a  member,  and  obstioately  persevere  in 
this  attempt,  though  all  England  was  open 
to  them  for  the  oboice  of  a  proper  person. 
That  the  supposed  violation  of  right,  in 
returninff  a  person  with  a  manifest  infe- 
riority of  votes,  will  ^vanish,  if  the  subject 
is  properly  considered,  and  a  liberal  con- 
struction put  upon  the  law.  That  those 
who  bbstmately  and  wilfully  persevere  in 
^roting  for  an  unq,ualified  pecson,  are  to  be 
considered  as  not  voting  at  all ;  their  ri&ht 
of  suffrage  is  acknowtedged;  but  if  tne 
elector  obstinately  refuses  to  exercise  this 
right  according  to  law,  he  wantonly  fus- 
'pends  his  own  ri^ht  for  the  time,  and  his 
act  being  illegal  is  consequently  void,  and 
he  is  only  in  the  situation  of  a  man  who 
had  neglected  to  attend ;  he  suifen  no  in- 
jury, he  knows  the  consequence  of  what 
lie  does,  and  if  he  chuses  to  indulge  his 
humour,  it  cannot  even  be  counted  a  hard- 


ship. Ili&t  ah  unt]fu^ed  candidate  can 
be  no  candidate ;  and  thai  it  is  so  enkax 
Aat  voted  ^Wtti  to  a  penson  incftti^leb| 
\kw  of  rec6iVin?  them^  must  in  tneir  na- 
ture be  k^uTl  and  void,  thitt  it  is  sarpn^ing 
how  ahy  body  ckn  dispute  it. 

The^  &vgtiiiient6  wei'c  supported  b;  a 
To'ng  traih  of  precedents,  She^^ing  the 
usaSe  of  thd  Hdude  in  a  number  of  c^ 
un£ir  the  Wb  heads  6f  etdusion  and  ex- 
pulsion. The  fornafer  cksete  came  gene- 
rally ^ithih  the  Vne  whidi  has  before  been 
animadvertciA  dpon ;  the  inferences  dra^^n 
from  the  Ilitter  ivet'e  greatly  controverted, 
biid  hi  some  instances,  particularly  the 
case  6f^iT  ilbbert  Wakiole,  were  she^nto 
overthrow  the  principle  whfeh  tfaey  were 
brought  to  e&tablikh. 

Prdeeedin^s  in  tfe  Cokmom  on  theM 
lum  Tefnms  AU]  5F*ruanr  A.  Ob  the 
motion  of  sir  George  Savilfe,  theHnu» 
resolved  itself  iKto  a  Committee  oa  the 
<<  Bill  t6  amend,  aiid  render  tdoreeffectoal 
an  Act  made  in  the  21  dt  yeai:  of  the  reigo 
of  king  Jtoled  the  first,  intituled.  An  Ad 
for  the  geni^ral  qtiiet  of  the  subjects^ 
against  kll  |$f etence^  of  Cbncealment  wfaat^ 
soever.'* 

But  befere  thfe  House  went  fnta 
the  comihitt^b,  IJOvemor  Pownfcll  moTedj 
th&t  the  cothifilttee  itiight  be  ^tnpowerd 
to  receive  h  clause  for  extending  tbc  proj 
visions  and  benefits  of  thh  Bill  to  Amerid 
But  as  tlie  friends  of  the  Bill  were  aM 
hensive  iti&  this  fbreign  matter  migbt  en 
danger  the  Bill  itself  he  was  desired  t^ 
withdraw  his  rtiotlon,  to  %hich  he  cool 
sented.  iThe  "^ouSe  then  Went  into  thi 
committee.  Ifhe  principles  of  this  Bill 
Wer^  to  fix  the  term  of  sixty  years,  heyooj 
which  time  the  crown  should  not  have  i 
in  its  power  to  nialce  any  claim  ibr  cooj 
cealmen  t.  A  simihr  act  to  diis  was  passe 
in  James  the  first's  time,  but  the  prioc 
pies  of  those  tiroes  being  of  H  tfiore  arbi 
trairy  cast  than  the  pr^eht,  the  ling  tol 
the  parliament,  that  beggars  nxiist  not  b 
chbpsers ;  he  therefore  would  only  p^ 
'the  Bill  to  Have  a  retrospect  fbr  sixty  yeai 
back — ^but  no  prospect  to  fbture  timeH 
this  the  parliament  were  Forced  to  consea 
to — but  the  temper  of  the  present  timd 
more  favourable  to  liberty,  authorised  tU 
proposers  of  the  present  Bill  to  extend 
to  tuture  times,  enacting  that  the  titles  j 
the  crown  should  be  limited  to  a  claim  i 
sixty  years  to  continue  for  ever.  ^ 
principle  of  the  Bill  (namely,  that  m 
crown  shoGfld  be  in  dome  k-^sp^t  Emit^u 
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w^  agreed  to  qd  ^\  f^ods ;  bu|  the  coiirt 

opposed  the  extension  of  it  to  future  times. 
ITiey  chiefly  argued  that  this  beinff  on  the 
model  of  (hat  or  king  James,  should  go  no 
further  than  that  did :  that  in  future  times 
when  the  evil  had  got  to  any  height  again, 
there  was  no  fear  parliament  would  again 
take  it  up  and  make  a  future  remedy :  that 
by  remedying  an  evil  already  known,  the 
effects  d*  the  act  would  be  certain,  but  to 
extend  it  to  futurity — ^who  could  say  what 
would  or  would  not  be  the  consequences, 
it  was  feared  this  woidd  open  a  door  to 
more  thefts  from  the  crown;  as  when  peo- 
ple knew  where  the  line  was  to  b^  drawn, 
they  would  always  be  endeavouring  to 
taiceio  soxpi:,  further  estates,  and  if  they 
were  so  lucKy  da  to  get  over  sixty  years, 
their  title  wap  estajJisoed^  which  might 
oake  fruuds  fron^  the  projrA  qior^fcequent 
dian  ever :  that  the  revenues  erising  froni 
the  crown  )ands  being  now  a  part  of  the 
national  estate,  were  properly  the  objects 
of  the  care  of  pariiament  to  prevent  embez- 
zlement. 

{t  was  answered,  that  one  would  ima- 
gine the  ministry  had  changed  sides  with 
the  opposition,  as  the  ^t  arguments  tbey 
ysed  would  macb  more  properly  pom^ 
from  the  oUier  aide  of  the  Mouse :  that  to 
parallel  this  aot  with  that  of  James  1,  they 
must  also  suppose  the  times  parallel,  which 
rould  be  a  satire  on  government :  that  to 
skin   the  sore,  and  not  to  eradicate  the 
cause  of  it,  would  be  acjting  like  an  un- 
skilful qujs^k :   if  ft  remedy  for  tUe  evil 
part  warn  a  good  aiea3uire,  it  must  be  a 
better  measure  to  prevent  such  an  evil  for 
the  futuse :  that  the  dangers  held  out,  in 
aU  probabflity  wore  merely  chimerical,  as 
no  sudi  consequences  had  happened  from 
the  act  of  king  James ;  no  additional  quan- 
tity of  )aw  SMits  bad  followed  the  act  of 
limitation  in  private  estates :   next,  as  to 
the  public  r/evenued,  the  net  sums  arising 
from  crown  lands  were  very  insignificant, 
and  those  merely  from  crown  leases,  which 
would  not  be  in  any  wise  afected  by  this 
Bill,  as  it  only  related  to  the  crown  daims 
wbich  did  not  appear  by  surveys,  as  the 
lands  leased  by  the  crown  did ;    that  the 
temper  of  the  times  required  so^n^  rela^- 
^  of  thqse  donqiuAt  d^ms  from  the 
crown ;  as»  indeed,  what  better  title  could 
people  have  to  lands  than  long  possession 
"^  improvements — buildings —purchases 
&om  one  to  another,  or  descents  from  fa- 
^er  to  son?— that  the  crown  revenues 
^oul^  more  likely  be  advanced  b^  the 
Cultivation  of  those  Ixa^,  H^  from  tbeir 


repiaining  in  the  state  the  crown  held 
them;  perhaps  the  best  title  the  Nortb 
Americans  had  to  their  lands,  was  cultiva- 
tion and  possession,  and  that  the  privy 
council,  m  all  disputes  from  Uiat  country, 
had  always  detennmed  that  as  their  be»t 
claim :  it  were  to  be  wished  that  all  the 
crown  lands  were  add :  but  that  even  in 
that  cas^,  the  present  possessors  would 
have  the  refusals,  and  not  at  too  extravi(- 
gant  a  price— a*  large  sum,  much  larger 
man  most  people  thought,  might  be  raised 
from  such  sales :  that,  on  the  yvhole,  a 
malignant  spirit  had  now  gone  forth  to  the 
people  against  the  parlianient;  that  if  the 
people  found  no  remedy  against  the  hand 
of  power  from  parliament,  it  was  much  to 
be  feared  they  might  resign  into  the  hands 
of  the  crown  the  privilege  of  ejecting  their 
Q^embers,  as  ap  useless  load  on  them,  c^- 
culated  rather  to  rivet  their  chains  thaA 
prevent  tlve  additional  load  of  dbem. 

The  Extension  of  the  Act  was  CV- 
ried  by  SOS,  oppositiotp,  against  the  court 
124. 

Proceedings  in  the  Commons  respecting 
the  Arrears  qfthe  Civil  List,*'^  February 

*  "  For  the  better  understaqding  of  thfs 
subject,  it  msv  be  necessary  to  obserye,  thpt 
several  funds  nad  long  since  been  appropriated 
f«r  the  civil  list ;  an  establish roent,  which  lo- 
chides  all  the  civil  offices  and  expences  of  go- 
vernment, and  those,  whether  public  or  private, 
wbich  are  supposed  qecessery  for  the  support 
and  dignity  oT  the  court ;  except  on  extraor- 
dinary  occasions,  as  the  marriage  of  a  princes^, 
or  the  establishment  of  bousholds  for  the 
younger  branches  of  the  fiiroily;  when,  in 
either  case,  the  parliament  usually  allots  a 
saitajble  portion  for  the  one,  and  a  sufficient 
revenue  for  the  support  of  the  other.  These 
appi^priated  funds  were  intended  to  raise  t^e 
SDUuiH  sum  of  800>000/.  which  was  found,  aqd 
supposed  fullv  sufficient  to  answer  th^  pUjr- 
poses  intended  ;  if  the  produce  of  the  funds  ex- 
ceeded the  proposed  sum,  the  minister  might 
hare  been  accountable  for  the  excess,  as  be 
would  for  any  other  part  of  the  revenue.  Thiiir, 
however,  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  was 
an  enquiry  never  entered  into :  but  if,  on  tl^e 
other  band,  there  appeared  to  be  a  deficiency 
of  the  allotted  sum,  it  was  always,  upon  appU- 
catipo,  made  good  by  parliament. 

**  Many  debates,  however  arose,  s^t  .diffip- 
rent  times,  upon  this  article  of  deficiency,  as  it 
was  sometimes  thought  that  the  ministers  were 
too  fond  of  establishing  claims  upon  it^  so  that, 
in  prder  to  prevent  such  disputes  for  the  future, 
bis  present  Miyesty ,  soon  after  his  ac,pei|8io|i, 
agreed  to  itccept  or  the  certain  annual  suin  of 
800,000/.  to  \fe  paid  out  of  the  aggregajejiunfl, 
in  lien  of  the  uncertain  produce  er  tb}^  fua/ls 
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Majesty  to  discharge  the  same.     G.  |{ » 

Mr.  Do/wdetweU  moved  for  papers  to  be 
laid  before  the  House,  of  the  particulan 
for  which  these  sums  were  risen  to  so  high 
an  amount.  The  court  agreed  to  their 
being  laid  before  parliament,  but  at  the 
same  time  dedarea  that  on  the  morrovr, 
the  House  should  go  into  the  matter  i 
the  Message,  &c  thoiuh  the  papers  could 
not  come  before  the  House  for  some  time. 
The  Oppositi(Hi  thought  it  Strang  to  ask 
for  money,  to  have  that  moneygiven  6rst| 
and  then  to  enquire  how  it  bectuue  neces- 
sary to  give  so  much. 

any  ezaminatioD,  for  their  payment,  it  did  Dot 
a?ail,  what  the  osteosible  form#%f  the  demafid 
or  the  grant  might  be,  or  in  what  terms  thej 
were  conceited  ;  the  effects  woald  tt  length  be, 
that  the  forms  may  perhaps  becoottnoed,  but 
that  an  arbitrary  and  aoUmited  reveooe  would 
be  established  at  the  will  of  the  prinoe.  That 
upon  this  system,  the  rerenoes  of  tbecroffi 
would  be  such  an  inexhaustible  retooroe  to  u 
evil  minister,  as  would  enable  him  to  compisi 
the  most  destroctiFA  measures ;  and  that  tfaoogi 
the  people  were  always  ready  to  gi?e  tlwir 
money  with  the  greater  pleasure,  to  sopport 
the  dignity,  or  even  the  magnifioeooe  of  tiie 
crown,  that  it  behoved  them  to  know  id  ffaa 
manner  it  was  laid  out,  lest  by  getting  ioto 
such  hands,  it  might  some  time  or  other  be 
employed  to  the  destruction  of  their  libcrtia, 
and  the  subversion  of  the  constitution. 

"  On  the  other  side  it  was  said,  that  tboogb 
it  was  generally  right  to  obBer?e  the  coodoct 
of  ministera  with  the  closest  circamspcctioB, 
that  in  this  reign,  and  upon  the  present  Deci- 
sion, it  was  less  necessary.  That  it  would  be 
ungenerous,  by  any  act,  to  shew  the  smalleS 
suspicion  of  a  prinoe,  whose  first  care,  opu 
his  accession  to  the  throne,  was  to  strengtbtfi 
the  freedom  of  the  subject,  by  estiblisbiog  ^ 
indejiendency  ef  the  judges :  that  no  ionoTstwa 
injurious  to  the  constitution,  ooold  be  itsfloi* 
ably  apprehended  under  such  a  prince.  TUt 
his  Majesty,  who  had  in  bis  prif  ate  share  of  Ibe 
captures  taken  during  the  late  war,  giTca  op  to 
the  nation  a  sum  ex<»eding  700,000/.  wu  a- 
titled  to  particular  consideration  in  his  imoie- 
diate  exigencies ;  and  that  the  gratitude,  not  to 
say  the  justice  of  the  kingdom,  was  called  opM 
in  the  loudest  manner,  to  comply  readily  u» 
gracefully  with  his  request  , 

*«  At  the  same  time  the  ministers  expiean 
the  greatest  readiness  to  lay  the  aot^aolssod 
papera  that  were  requured  before  the  Boise; 
but  that  the  length  of  time  which  ww  requft* 
to  prepare  them,  and  the  lateness  of  the  sesstoo* 
made  it  necessary  to  be  deferred  to  the  oefl 
meeting,  when  they  should  be  ready.  \[  ** 
then  resoW ed,  that  the  sum  o\S\Z^nlf^ 
be  granted  to  pay  the  arrean  and  debu  due  <w 
the  civil  list,  to  the  5th  of  January  im 
Annual  Register  fi>r  1769. 
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28.    Lord  North  brought  down  the  fol- 
lowing Message  from  his  Majesty: 

«  George  R. 
**  His  Majesty  finds  it  necessary  to  ac« 
quaint  the  House  of  Commons,  That  the 
expences  of  his  civil  government  having 
exceeded  the  revenue  settled  on  his  Ma- 
jesty by  parliament  for  defraying  such  ex- 
pences, he  has  been  obliged  to  incur  a 
debt  of  more  than  500,^)00^  an  account  of 
which  he  has  ordered  to  be  hud  before  this 
House;  relying  on  the  known  zeal  and 
affection  of  his  faithful  Conmions,  that 
they  will  make  provision  for  enabling  bis 

which  were  before  appropriated  to  the  support 
of  the  civil  list.  This  demand,  when  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons,  was  likely  to 
produce  a  hot  contest  in  the  present  temper 
and  strength  of  opposition.  Immediately  mo- 
tions, infinitely  diversified  by  all  the  maneeurres 
of  parliamentary  dexterity,  were  made  for 
papera  which  might  lead  to  a  discorery  of 
mismanagement  or  profusion,  in  the  conduct 
of  the  rerenoe,  and  of  the  royal  expences.  A 
review  was  taken  of  the  state  of  the  civil  list, 
and  private  revenues  of  the  crown;  compari- 
sons were  made  with  the  income  and  the  ex- 
pences of  former  reigns.  Government,  they 
aaid,  had,  besides  the  certain  800,000/.  very 
considerable  revenues,  arising  from  the  princi- 
pality of  Wales,  and  the  duchy  of  Cornwall, 
the  produce  of  which,  it  being  no  part  of  the 
'  national  supply,  was  never  enquired  into,  and 
some  new  uuUes  had,'  within  a  few  years,  been 
laid  on,  by  virtue  of  the  royal  prerogative,  in 
some  of  the  new  West  India  islands,  which 
also  produced  some  revenue,  and  which  was 
not  brought  to  account  In  these  circum- 
stances, the  civil  list  establishment  was  sup- 
posed to  be  upon  a  better  footing  than  ever  it 
nad  been  before,  and  that  what  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  private  finances,  or  treasury  of 
the  court,  was  also  in  good  condition.  These 
circumstances,  they  urged,  rendered  an  enquiiy 
necessary,  to  discover  by  what  means  a  defi- 
ciency should  have  arisen,  especially  as  it  had 
not  been  observed,  that  any  extraordinary  ex- 
pences had  of  late  been  entered  into. 

**  It  was  said,  that  a  noble  provision  had  al- 
ready been  made,  for  the  support  of  the  civil 
establishment,  and  of  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  government ;  that  it  was  found  fully  suf- 
ficient to  answer  these  purposes,  during  a  long 
course  of  years,  with  magnificence,  even  when 
that  ostabusbment  was  cU^gged  with  many  in- 
cumbrances, which  do  not  at  present  affect  it, 
and  when  from  the  general  appearance,  the 
expences,  in  all  other  respects,  were  to  the  full 
as  peat.  That  it  was  necessary,  as  well  as 
equitable,  to  give  the  public  the  satisfaction  of 
knowhig,  in  what  manner  their  money  had 
been  expended,  k>efore  new  burdens  were  laid 
upon  them.  That  if  debts  were  contracted  at 
will,  aid  money  obtained  at  demand,  without 
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Colonel  BarrS  observed  that  he  knew 
no  country  where  they  did  so  but  in  Ire- 
land, where,  when  he  was  vice-treasurer 
vith  lord  Clare,  "  We  always/'  said  he, 
**  paid  the  money  first,  and  then  examined 
if  we  owed  it."  In  1721  a  like  message 
came  from  the  king,  with  this  diffisrence, 
that  the  kin^  promised  in  it  to  make  en- 
quiry how  the '  exceedings  came,  and  to 
remedy  them  for  the  future* 

Lord  North  said  he  should  make  no 
luch  promise,  aa  he  was  not  sure  that  he 
could  keep  it. 

The  Opposition  said  this  was  fair  in  the 
noble  lord  to  give  us  that  prospect,  as  now 
ve  might  be  sure  to  have  this  demand 
iffin  in  a  year  or  two* 

Mr.  BowdestoeU  also  moved  for  papers, 
dedncing  these  debts  with  the  precise  time 
tbej  were  encreased ;  that,  as  we  had  had 
DO  less  than  five  administrations  since  the 
Xing's  accession,  the  nation  might  know  to 
vhich  of  them  they  were  indebted  for  such 
an  increase  of  demands  from  the  crown. 
Mr.  Grenville  and  Mr.  Dowdeswell  both 
concurred  in  desiring  those  accounts,  in 
order  to  exonerate  themselves  from  this 
part  of  the  odium ;  but  the  ministry  op- 
posed it,  and  gave  as  a  reason,  that  no  ac- 
cusation being  formed  against  any  person, 
there  was  no  sort  of  occasion  to  produce 
papers  of  this  kind ;  that  if  on  the  general 
papers  there  were  any  such  presumptions, 
those  papers  would  then  be  very  proper  to 
be  produced.'  The  division  was  for  the 
ninifitry  164*,  against  89. 

March  1.  Before  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee,  Mr.  Dowdeswell 
moved,  <«  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
laid  Committee,  that  before  they  proceed 
toconsiderof  his  Majesty's  Message,  they 
do  consider  of  the  causes  of  the  debts  due 
on  account  of  the  Civil  List.'' 

The  Ministry  opposed  this  motion,  ob- 
i^ing  that  decency  to  the  King  required 
an  immediate  relief  of  his  wants ;  that  the 
people  to  whom  the  money  was  owing,  were 
in  oiBtress  for  their  money ;  and  tnat  on 
fonner  occasions  of  the  same  kind,  it  had 
uniformly  been  the  .custom  of  the  House 
to  grant  it  directly.  That  the  necessity 
^  the  crown,  and  the  deplorable  state  of 
^08e  to  whom  the  money  was  owing. 
Would  not  admit  of  any  delays.  The  ar- 
guments of  the  Opposition  were  the'^same 
88  the  night  before :  Jhowever  on  a  divi- 
aion  the  numbers  were,  for  minbtry  248, 
and  135  againit  them. 


March  2.  On  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Dowdeswell  moved  to  have  it 
re-committed.  The  arguments  used  oa 
both  sides  were  the  same  as  before. 

Sir  George  SaviUe  observed  that  there  , 
were  three  ways  of  doing  this  business; 
The  first,  by  taking  the  words  of  the  mi- 
nistry and  voting  the  money  without  any 
enquiry;  the  second,  by  calling  for  the 
papers  but  voting  the  money  first,  and 
examining  the  accounts  afterwards;  the 
third  by  examining  the  papers,  and  find* 
ing  the  accounts  just,  and  the  demands 
well  grounded,  then  to  proceed  to  vote 
the  money.  He  assured  the  House  be 
was  sent  there  as  the  steward  and  trustee 
of  a  very  large  and  populous  county,  and 
that  on  his  return  they  might  probably  ask 
him  what  he  had  done  wiUi  their  money? 
He  would  tell  them  he  had  joined  in  giving 
a  large  part  of  it  to  the  Kin^.  Whj,  say 
they,  wnat  did  he  want  it  ror  i  Did  you 
see  and  examine  his  accounts?  O  yes 
(says  he)  to  be  sure,  here  are  all  the 
papers,  and  he  really  wanted  it.  Very 
well  (say  they)  we  would  have  you  sup- 
port the  lustre  of  the  crown,  when  the 
crown  is  not  too  extravagant.  But  sup- 
pose (says  he)  we  had  taken  the  first 
course,  and  I  replied  to  them,  I  saw  no 
accounts,  but  we  had  the  words  of  the  mi- 
nbtry, a  very  just,  honest,  oeconomical 
set  of  people,  that  die  King  really  wanted 
it,  and  that  he  had  not  fooushly  dissipated 
his  treasures,  even  in  thb  case  they  would 
not  have  blamed  me.  But  ^says  he)  had 
they  asked,  whether  I  had  aemanded  the 
accounts  and  had  examined  them,  and  I 
should  answer,  that  I  had  indeed  called 
for  the  accounts,  but  had  voted  the  money 
first,  and  examined  them  afterwards,  what 
would  they  have  then  said  ?  Why,  you 
great  blockhead,  was  ever  man  so  foolish  ? 
what  pay  the  debts  first  and  see  the  bills 
afterwards?  did  ever  man  in  hb  senses 
do  so  before  ?  why  you  are  not  fit  to  be 
sent  to  London  at  all ;  we  must  recom- 
mend you  to  the  care  of  your  fellow  re- 
presentative, to  keep  you  out  of  danger  of 
being  picked  up  by  money  droppers,  at 
prickers  at  the  belt. 

However  there  was  no  division,  and 
the  following  Resolution  was  agreed  to; 
«  That  the  sum  of  513,511/.  be  granted  to 
his  Majesty,  to  discharge  the  arrears  and 
debts,  due  and  owing  upon  the  Civil  Lbt, 
on  the  5th  of  Jan.  1769/* 

Motion  respecting  the  late  Riots  in  St. 
George's  FiMs.Ji    xdarcb  8.  Mr.  Burke 
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toate  »  Qietion,  wbicli  be  bad  some  lime 
promued,  **  Tbat  a  Coroipittee  be  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  oonduct  of  the 
na^trates,  and  tbe  employment  of  the 
miktaiy  power,  b  the  suppressing;  of  the 
riots  and  tumults  in  St.  Georj^e's  Fields,  on 
the  IQtb  of  May  last ;  and  mto  tbe  orders 
and  directions  given  relative  tbercto  by 
aJiy  of  bis  Msjesty'a  secretaries  of  8tate» 
or  by  his  M^^sty  s  secretar;^  at  war,  to- 

Ether  with  tbe  course  which  baa  beep 
Id  concerning  the  public  prosecutions  op 
tbat  occasion.''  He  observed  at  tbe  dose 
of  bis  speech^  tbat  ap  enquiry  would  pro- 
bably either  be  attended  with  an  impeach- 
meot  of  the  Secretary  of  State  who  wrote 
the  Letter,  or  at  least  with  a  desire  of  the 
House  to  the  King  to  remove  bim  frmp 
his  place;  or  else  it  would  be  attfuded 
with  an  tsaminatioo  bow  far  tbe  v^Uvfy 
abonld  attend  op  tbe  civil  magistratCf  f  pa 
probably  bring  op  an  Act  to  regulate  that 
matter. 

Mr.  GrenpUk  said*  that  P9  tp  tbe  rdp- 
tion  betwi^  thp  civil  and  ipilitary»  i^  stood 
on  as  good  ground  now  ^  it  well  could; 
tbe  civil  piagistrate  could  call  out  the  ipili- 
tarv  to  bis  assistance  whep  ba  wanted  it»  but 
if  be  used  them  improperty  it  was  at  bis 
own  peril. 

It  passed  ip  the  iipgiitive,  by  Si^^wainft 

da 

cfNew  Yorkf  dcmfing  the  BigM  1^  Far* 
mmad  to  Tax  tnenCj  March  I4t.  Mr. 
Trecothick  offered  to  present  a  Bepresep- 
tation  of  tbe  general  assembly  of  the  co- 
looj  of  New  Yorki 

<*  Humbly  diewi^g  their  bfghsepse  of  tbe 
^distinguished  Slessings  updernis  fi^jesty's 
government,  and  our  bajwy  constitution: 
firm  in  these  sentimeptSf  we  inhabitants  of 
tbe  colony  acknowledge  that  august  body, 
Ibe  High  Court  of  Parliament,  as  the  su- 
preme legislature  over  all  his  Majjesty's 
dominions:  they  conceive  that  it  is  not 
essential  to  preserve  tbe  just  dependance 
of  the  colonies  that  tbe  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  in  which  they  are  not,  nor 
can  be  equally  or  effectually  represented, 
should  be  vested  with  the  power  of  taxing 
bis  Majesty's  subjects  in  America: 

**  That  it  is  a  fundamental  principle  in 
tbe  Snglisb  constitution,  that  no  tax  can 
be  imposed,  or  any  property  be  taken  from 
the  subject,  without  his  conse^pt,  given  by 
himself,  or  his  representative  in  paniament. 

**  That  they  were  early  invested  with 
the  powjera   of  legisbition«  in  virtue  of 


which,  the  ri^  of  inoposiag  taxa  has 
be^n  invariably  and  excuisiTely  exercised 
by  their  representatives,  in  general  as- 
sembly convened ;  that  with  great  QDiilety 
ihej  observe  the  acts  of  the  late  parlia- 
ment, imposing  duties  on  the  colonies  for 
the  dedared  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue, 
which  tbey  lameat  as  subversive  of  the 
natural  and  constitutional  rights  of  the 

Eeople  they  rcpresuent,  whose  property  ii 
y  these  acts  granted  without  their  con* 
sent. 

"  That  the  act  of  the  same  parliament, 
suspending  the  legislative  power  of  thii 
colony,  until  they  sli^ill  have  m^de  tbe 
provision  required*  for  quartering  bis 
Majesty's  troops,  is  still  more  alarmiog, 
as  (ju^strpetive  of  tbe  very  end  of  represen- 
tation. 

'<  The  subje<;ts  of  this  colony  haretj* 
ways  pbeerfully  complied  with  the  requi' 
aitions  of  the  crown ;  and  they  sre  there- 
fore tbe  more  aQicted  at  tbe  passingof 
tbos^  Ipws,  which  pot  only  tepd  iq  tbe  in- 
fring^mept  (^  their  natural  rights  as  Eog* 
lisbmepi  but  seop  to  imply  a  distrust  of 
their  readipess  to  grant  sucb  Assistance  a 
the  public  exigence  may  rei^uire. 

**  Urged  by  tb^e  reasons ;  they  pre* 
wm^f  with  tb^  p^most  deference  to  tbe 
wisdoP>  pf  parliaiP^nt|  to  Jay  before  tliaa 
the  distresses  pf  theur  constituents;  )ai 
fully  trusting,  that  the  grievances  of  bi» 
Majesty's  aimjects  in  America,  and  the 
united  voice  m*  pU  tbp  colonies,  will  ^i- 
vail  on  his  Majesty,  and  the  parliament,  to 
grant  them  such  relief,  as  they  shall  thiak 
necessarjr,  to  maintain  an  e^ual  particlpa* 
tiaa  of  righta>  among  his  £eatbfaf  mbiects, 
in  everr  part  of  the^ritish  enopire/ 

Lora  North  opposed  itB  bein£  brou^ 
up,  seeing  they  penied  the  right  of  tbe 
parliament  to  t^  them :  if  they  petitiottd 
to  remove  anyj^ievance^  it  was  another 
ibing;  but  parliament  having  passed  a  lav 
declaratory  of  its  r^ht  to  tax  Americ>» 
nothing  jsnould  be  received  arraigning  that 
right. 

Colonel  BarrS  drew  a  picture  of  tbe 
present  state  of  Ameriqa,  not  very  cdo* 
fortinff  to  an  Englishman :  their  lavsdif 
solvecu  the-militarv  in  possession  of  their 
capital,  not  put  under  the  civil  magistrate, 
but  rulers  of  the  town  themselves;  sook 
provinces  (as  Canada)  eovemed  b;  ^ 
taws  at  all  out  the  articles  of  war.  H^ 
had  prophesied  on  passing  the  ^°'P^f|' 
what  would  happen  thereon,  and  feared  be 
could  now  prophesy  further  troubles- 
that  if  the  people  were  made  desperatet 
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finding  no  remedy  ftooi  patiiMaeiity  the 
whole  continent  would  be  in  arttm  inmie* 
distely,  and  perhaps  those  provmcei  lost 
to  England  for  ever. 

Mr.  Becfcjhrd  obsenred,  that  it  was  a 
strange  piece  of  policy  to  expend  5(X>,00(tf. 
a  year,  to  assist  the  Cu8toni-h<>a8e  officers 
in  collecting  295/*  which  was  the  whole 
net  produce  of  the  taxes  thete ;  that  the 
army  extraordinaries  for  this  year  had 
amoantcd  to  170,000/. 

Mr.  OrenviUe  said,  there  Was  no  itae- 
dium  to  be  observed ;  that  wemtrittithner 
resolve  strictly  to  execute  ihe  revenue 
laws  m  America,  or  else  with  k  ^od  fnnee 
give  up  our  right  'tothely,  and  t^mthie 
declaratory  laWs  and  reveiiiie  laws  di* 
rectly. 

Mr.  Burke  observed,  that  there  ini^ht 
he  and  was  a  proper  medintn ;  ^t  we  had 
an  andoubted  right  to  tax  them,  but  that 
the  expediency  of  putting  that  rifiht  ih 
execuuon  should  be  Very  evident  befote 
any  thing  of  thbt  sort  passed. 

However,  on  putting  the  question,  H 
was  carried  without  divsion,  that  the  Re- 
presentation should  ndt  be  brought  up. 

Debate  in  Ae  C<mmorn  bit  Quarfering 
Tmtjps  m  America.']  March  15.  The 
House  resolved  itselT  into  a  Committee 
on  the  Bill  for  Quartering  Soldiers  in 
America. 

Mr.  PtncnaU^  who  had  before  feicqiiahted 
the  House,  that  if  the  Bill  was  brought  in 
to  continue  the  act  in  the  same  form,  he 
should  propose  some  clauses  as  amend- 
ments to  it,  did  now  propose  two  clauses, 
which  he  prefaced  hy  shewing  and  ex- 
jphining  the   difficulties  which  had  ob- 
structed the  execution  of  this  Quartering 
Act  in  America,  and  rendered  it  impracti- 
t&ble.     He  sidd  the  first  arose  from  the 
peculiar  state  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
Country.    2.    From  the  various  ako  and 
peculiar   modes  of  acting,  under  which 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  conduct 
of  their  domestic  and  foreign  afiairs  are 
carried  on.   S.  From  the  various  forms  of 
their  government.      He  said  that  there 
Vere  not  only  all  these  perplexities  in  the 
^ttnre  of  the  busmess  itselt;  but  this  state 
of  it  gave  ground  to  those  who,. from  indis- 
position to  the  service  were  inclined  to  op- 
poBe  it ;  that  these  things  together  created 
aiangerous  snares  fbr  the  officers,  and  that 
^om  hence  were  derived  the  various  rea- 
sons why  the  troops  were  not  quartered 
according  to  law.    That  the  commander 
^  chief  iu  America  had  given  somethiDg 


of  this  very  account  to  gov^rnftient  $  that 
the  govertiota  had  told  the  Ministry  that 
the  abt  was  hapraetii^able,  Mid  tho  pee;^ 
of  thfe  eoionies  petitiofied  against  iu  m 
said,  besides  all  this|  there  wan  another 
reason  why  this  law  would  never  be  really 
and  elfectoallT  complied  with  as  it  no# 
siood-'-4bt«ofrdering  by  act  of  parliamenti 
tfhe  colobies  to  provide  oettaift  sped* 
fied  artidos  fbr  aie  quarteri  and  bar<> 
racks,  was  Considered  as  the  imposing  an 
fnleHMil  tflx,  to  whioh  they  never  would 
submit  vrilfa'ngly.  He  Ihoreibre  proposed 
to  iMve  thfl  mfttttr  to  riio  people  them^ 
l«lv^,  to  dolt  in  their  own  way,  tmd  by 
l3ieir  bWh  Modes  6£  doing  busbesa,  in 
aodi  ihannOr  ak  ndght  Mt  aeco&reio>- 
date  the  Wbom ;  trMtiog  thatif  it  *wv$ 
l(^  tSb  tiietti  they  would  do  h  by  an  tet  oF 
th^ir  owta>  U  atiey  did  durihg  the  wttr,  in 
audi  wfefy  4IS  woold  be  ofieccual  to  every 
purpose  '^at  the  sorvioe  could  reoulre,  or 
the  gOteHHnent  here  could  desire,  and 
th^elbue  proposod  a  clause  to  thfa  pm^ 
pbft ;  '  that  this  Quartering  Act  should 
not  bie  '<>f  fotet;  in  aby  province  that  had 
by  an  act  (which  reoeived  the  approbstion 
ofthoero^to)  mado  provision  for  this  pur- 
pose.* His  fiekt  proposal  was  to  en^ 
power  the  OOnMatttiding  ofScer  of  sny  par- 
ties of  soldfOr^  ^tanA  the  magistrates  ofthe 
provinces,  to  qoMrrt^r  the  troops  in  sudi 
teianner  as  they  should  by  mutual  agree- 
ment coodiide  upon  in  aH  such  cases 
where  the  Act  could  not  prescribe  the  par- 
tictilar  manner,  flmd  Habere  it  would  be 
best  dbife  by  sifcii  mutual  agreoment.  His 
first  proposal  "wiss  neceptod  with  some 
amendments  in  the  draughting  it,  as  ex- 
ceptions were  taken  to  some  exorressions, 
which.seemed  to  dero^te  from  tne  autho- 
rity and  competency  of  parliamenit;  the 
clause  contuning  his  second  propo^  was 
accepted  without  amendment,  and  the 
Committee  agreod  to  report  the  Bill  aa 
amended. 

The  business  beitigscrpposed  to  be  over» 
the  House  beeatte  very  min ;  upon  which 
lord  Barrington  got  up  tad  said,  be  had  a 
clause  to  propose,  whidi  he  was  sure  the 
House  would  agree  to^^he  loved  to  do 
things  effectually— ^e  found  as  this  hnw 
now  stood,  the  troops  were  only  to  be  firkt 
quartered  in  barracks,  then  hi  public 
houses,  and  lastly  In  empty  buiMings,  'drc. 
— he  found  the  magistrates  remiss  in  quar- 
tering them  ;  he  therefore  should  propose, 
that  should  they  refuse  orneglect  to  do  so, 
the  commanders  should  have  orders  to 
quarter  them  in  private  hotnes.    Sevend 
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members,  particularly  col.  Barr£,  started  i  same  time  gare  room  to  supply  the  ustj 
up  to  answer  him  in  the  highest  indigna- 1  on  a  future  war,  by  taking  on  credit  what 
^.._    i_  _.  i__ji   i^i_-._    j-_!__ji  .K_   ^ —     the  wants  of  the  state  might  make' difficult 

to  be  got  with  money. 

As  to  the  Ways  and  Means,  the  land 
tax,  malt  tax,  and  India  Company,  bebg 
established  sums,  he  need  not  observe  on 
them,  any  more  than  on  exchequer  bills, 
which  were  only  usual  grants  to  replace 
those  to  be  paid  off:  that  the  sinking  niod, 
if  estimated  after  the  manner  in  which  the 

Eroduce  of  that  fund  had  lately  appeared, 
e  did  suppose  would  amount  aonually  to 
at  least  2,300,000/.  [jer  annum,  but  he 
should  only  anticipate  it  to  Chriatmaa  next 
three  quarters  of  a  year,  and  should  there- 
fore take  it  only  for  1,800,000^.  a  sum  be 
had  not  the  least  fear  of  its  producbg: 
that  a  lottery  being  a  tax  on  the  williog 
only,  though  many  micht  object  to  it,  u 
an  encouragement  of  gaming,  yet  be 
thought  the  public  would  be  nsht  to  avaO 
themselves  of  the  folly  of  mankind,  eipe- 
cially  as  it  laid  no  burthen  on  the  poor: 
that  lotteries  were  of  rarious  natures,  and 
the  more  they  were  varied,  ihe  more  de* 
sirous  the  public  were  of  running  into 
them :  he  tnought  it  good  policy  not  to 
over-stretch  ^em,  as  that  would  be  de- 
stroying the  hen  for  her  ^gs:  he  had 
only  this  year  availed  the  public  ot 
180,000/.  and  dividing  600,000£  amoD^ 
those  who  had  the  benefit  tickets ;  that  i& 
all  probability  tickets  would  sell  for  14  or 
15^  a  piece,  especially  when  it  was  codsi* 
dered,  the  money  for  the  prizes  would  be 
paid  in  full  money,  and  not,  as  in  former 
lotteries,  in  stock,  which  perhaps  was  at 
10  or  11  per  cent,  discount.  The  mon^ 
due  from  the  c^ed  islands  and  Freoco 

Erizes  was  to  a  much  greater  amount  thin 
c  had  taken  them  for ;  it  was  not  veqr 
certain  they  would  be  paid,  but  he  bopcd 
that  at  least  government  would  get  vfast 
he  took  them  for — ^the  American  toifl 
when  first  laid  were  given  for  150,000^ 
they  produced  nothing ;  they  were  tbca 
taken  for  70,000/.  and  now  he  took  th^ 
for  only  30,000/.— that  it  did  i^pear  the 
amount  of  the  last  year  was  upwards  ot 
20,000/.  and  as  the  troops  kept  every 
thing  quiet  there,  it  was  to  be  hoped  the 
taxes  would  increase  to  at  least  what  he 
had  taken  them  for.  The  small  sums  m 
the  exchequer  were  a  sort  of  scrapinp 
from  the  monies  issued  in  the  war,  ^^ 
lances  of  different  treasurers'  accounts:  he 
had  brought  to  account  all  that  he  coi^ 
now  find,  but  from  appearances  he  hoped 
the  government  woiua  for  four  or  ^^ 


lion,  but  lord  Clare  desired  the  Com- 
mittee would  not  now  enter  upon  it,  but 
leave  it  till  reported  tQ  the  House,  as  it 
was  of  much  conseauence.  Mr.  Beckford 
however  got  up  and  said,  he  did  not  now 
intend  to  enter  into  it,  but  put  in  his  daim^ 
9s  not  having  consented  to  giving  free 
quarters  to  the  troops  at  Boston. 

Lord  North's  Speech  on  opening  the 
BuiketJ]  April  10.  Lord  North  opened 
the  Budget.  He  observed  on  the  army, 
that  it  consisted  of  10,000  men  more  than 
in  the  last  peace,  exclusive  of  the  militia, 
which  consequently  must  put  this  nation 
and  its  dependencies  into  an  infinitely 
better  state  of  defence  than  it  was  for- 
merly, and  thereby  not  subject  us  at  the 
commencement  of  a  new  war,  to  those 
alarms  and  distresses  which  so  powerfully 
operated  on  us  in  former  times :  that  the 
navy  was  in  a  very  good  state  of  repair, 
the  magazines  full  of  materials  for  ship- 
building, and  the  number  of  sailors  in  pay, 
at  least  double  those  in  the  late  peace. 
And  under  the  last  article  he  could  con- 
gratulate the  House  on  the  increase  of 
tiiat  body  of  men,  which  in  the  navy  and 
merchants  service  was  at  least  16,000 
more  than  during  the  last  peace.  Many 
of  the  miscellaneous  articles  were  such  as 
he  hoped  would  soon  cease,  particularly 
the  Foundling  Hospital,  which  wotdd  not 
require  above  one  grant  of  about  30,000/. 
more,  to  quit  the  public  entirely  of  that 
enormous  expence,  a  measure  which  had 
cost  this  nation,  since  parliament  first  in- 
terfered in  the  Foundling  Hospital,  near 
600,000/.  That  as  to  the  Exchequer 
Bills,  it  was  a  debt  incurred  and  paia  off 
every  year,  but  he  should  advise  that  to 
dimini^  that  sum,  ought  to  be  one  of  the 
first  operations  of  government  in  fvlure 
years;  but  he  would  not  have  it  entirely 
abolished,  but  let  it  remain  at  about 
600,000/.  which  would  sufficiently  answer 
the  purposes  of  the  nation,  and  remain  a 
means  of  raising  a  large  sum  on  the  first 
day  of  any  war.  That  the  real  amount  of 
debts  paid  off  this  year  was  913,000/.  viz. 
the  civil  list,  and  navy  debts,  the  former 
of  which  was  a  debt  which  every  person 
must  see  the  absolute  necessity  of  dis- 
charging directly,  and  the  second  reduced 
the  navy  debt  to  as  low  a  sum  as  it  was 
possible  to  bring  it,  and  was  indeed  the 
only  out-standing  4  per  cents,  which  par- 
liament could  meddle  with,  and  at  the 
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years  ensuing,  get  perhaps  iOOfiOOi.  a 
year  from  the  same  means. 

Having  thus  rone  through  the  Supplies 
and  Ways  and  Means,  he  launchea  out 
into  the  present  state  of  the  nation,  with 
regard  to  its  situation  as  to  futurity,  and 
in  respect  to  its  foreign  enemies.  From 
the  improving  state  of  the  sinking  fund, 
he  hoped  the  nation  would  be  able  to  dis  * 
charge  at  least  a  million  and  a  half  of  debt 
every  year :  when  the  people  in  the  Alley 
saw  the  ministry  go  on  from  year  to  year, 
without  borrowing  money,  the  little  mo- 
ney they  then  would  be  enabled  to  pay 
with,  would  naturally  turn  their  mindf  to 
the  old  stocks,  and  consequently  would 
raise  them  to  perhaps  what  they  had  been 
in  the  last  peace,  and  restore  public  credit 
ta  its  pristme  state.  He  could  also  in- 
form the  House,  that  France  was  by  no 
means  in  a  condition  to  go  to  war  with  us, 
being  left  in  a  ftr  more  exhausted  state 
than  that  kingdom  had  ever  been.  The 
revenues  of  France  amounted  on  paper 
to  about  eleven  millions  sterling,  hair  of 
which  arose  from  their  formers-general; 
the  .other  half,  from  the  variety  of  officers 
employed  in  raising  it,  was  by  no  means  a 
dear  mcome.    It  was  impossible  for  any 

Serson  to  know  the  exact  state  of  their 
ebts  bearing  interest,  but  he  had  the 
greatest  reason  to  believe,  that  now  in 
time  of  peace  they  run  out  near  a  million 
sterling  a  year :  this  being  the  case,  we 
had  little  reason  to  fear  from  so  exhausted 
an  enemy :  he  had  the  greatest  reason  to 
believe  that  our  trade  was  on  the  encreas- 
ing  hand,  a  consequence  he  drew  not  only 
from  the  encrease  of  sailors,  but  from  the 
Custom-house  debentures,  which  had  en- 
creased  much  since  the  last  year :  on  the 
whole  he  comforted  us  that  our  situation 
was  far  from  wearing  that  gloomy  aspect 
which  Englishmen  were  fond  of :  he  hoped 
a  few  years  of  peace  would  restore  to  us 
that  tranaufllity  and  credit  we  had  for- 
merly, before  our  late  expensive  war,  and 
Frequent  changes  of  administration  had 
loured  our  minds,  and  reduced  us  to  our 
present  unhappy  divisions. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Militia 
A//.]  April  12.  The  Report  of  the  Mi- 
litia  Bill  was  brought  up.  A  debate  en- 
sued whether  it  should  be  made  perpetual, 
Or  only  continued  for  a  number  or  years^ 
The  chief  reasons  for  the  perpetuity,  were 
to  ffive  strength  and  vigour  to  a  measure 
irhich,  in  the  last  war,  had  so  effectually 
btimidated   our  enemies  from  invading 
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this  kingdom ;  that  it  would  be  an  encou- 
ragement to  officers  to  enter  into  the  mili* 
tia,  when  they  saw  it  fixed  on  a  stable 
foundation :  that  on  the  contrary,  to  fix  it 
only  for  a  few  years  would  cast  such  a 
damp  on  that  service,  that  there  would  be 
no  new  officers,  and  many  of  the  old  ones 
would  probably  decline:  that  making  it 
perpetual  did  by  no  means  fix  it  so  inva- 
riably, as  that  no  future  alteration  should 
be  made  in  it,  and  that  the  Pay  Bill  would 
still  remain  annual. 

On  the  contrary  it  was  urged,  that  to 
make  it  perpetual  would  be  establishing  a 
perpetual  standing  army,  equally  danger* 
ous  to  the  constitution  with  that  of  merce- 
naries :  that  the  present  plan  had  varied 
very  essentially  from  the  first  establish- 
ment; officers  less  qualified,  pryrate  men 
all  substitutes :  that  it  was  far  from  being 
certain  that  the  perpetuity  would  tempt 
any  gentleman  to  enter  into  it,  few  desir- 
ing to  engage  for  more  than  seven  years : 
that  it  was  very  improbable  the  French 
would  be  more  mtimidated  by  the  one  or 
the  other  measure :  and  that  by  establish- 
ing it  in  perpetuity,  it  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  the  House  of  Commons  ever  to 
put  an  end  to  it,  without  consent  of  Lords 
and  King,  though  in  future  times  it  might 
be  a  thorn  in  their  sides. 

Lord  «/.  Cavendish  spoWb  against  the 
present  militia,  as  composed  of  very  im- 
proper men  as  officers ;  some  regiments 
almost  destitute  of  them ;  the  men  taken 
from  home  to  a  scene  of  debauchery ;  the 
subalterns,  people  of  small  fortune,  spoiled 
by  being  made  gentlemen;  and  several 
other  real  abuses. 

LiOrd  Beauchampf  on  the  contrary,  de- 
claimed in  its  defence. 

Colonel  BarrS  drew  a  picture  of  this 
nation,  as  defended  by  a  militia,  in  such  a 
masterly  manner,  that  very  few  in  the 
House  but  were  fully  convinced  of  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  a  militia  established  on 
the  best  foundation,  and  supported  by  all 
the  powers  of  the  administration.  On  a 
division  the  friends  to  the  perpetuity  were 
84.    Against  it,  79. 

Speech  of  Governor  PownaU  on  a  Mo' 
tion  for  the  Repeal  of  the  American  Re' 
venue  Act.^  The  only  other  j^ublic  bu- 
siness of  this  session  was  a  motion  made 
by  Governor  Pownall  to  repeal  the  Re- 
venue Act  in  North  America.  The  foun- 
dation of  this  motion  was,  that  as  some  of 
the  provinces  had^  by  acts  of  their  own 
assemblies,  provided  for  their  lown  esta- 
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blishments,  it  was  werr  hard  that  they 
should  be  again  taxed  for  the  same  pur- 
poses by  the  English  parliament ;  that,  by 
repealing  our  acts,  as  to  those  provinces, 
and  leaving  an  opening  for  the  other  pro* 
▼inces  to  pass  acts  for  the  same  purposes, 
the  whole  American  taxes  might  be  re* 
pealed  without  any  dishonour  to  parlia- 
ment, and  an  openmg  made  for  an  entire 
reconciliation  with  America.  On  this  oc^ 
casion 

Governor  Potonall  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir ;  there  is  a  general  dissatisG&c- 
tion  and  uneasiness,  as  well  here  as  in 
America,  at  our  falling  back  into  that  con- 
troversy and  contest  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  colonies,  which  we  were 
once  so  happily  delivered  from.  All  now 
are  convinced,  that  there  are  no  means  of 
deciding  the  controversy ;  that  there  are 
no  hopes  of  putting  an  end  to  the  contest. 
Every  event  that  arises,  raises  fresh  diffi- 
culties ;  nothing  but  power  can  operate, 
and  that  can  operate  only  to  nuschief. 
Power,  thus  used,  will  inflame  and  unite 
the  colonies,  as  in  one  common  cause,  and 
every  further  exertion  of  that  power  will 
only  press  the  people  closer  together,  and 
render  more  intense  and  ardent  that  heat 
with  which  they  are  already  inflamed. 

There  is,  in  the  minds  <n  gien,  an  uni- 
versal apprehension  of  the  dangerous  con- 
sequences of  this  state  of  things;  there  is 
a  reluctance  in  all  and  a  determination  in 
most  men  against  using  power.  All  look 
for  ^me  mode  of  policy.  Nay,  I  will 
venture  further  to  say,  that  all  seem  to  be 
agreed  in  what  that  policy  ought  to  be, 
namely,  that  we  take  the  first  occasion 
which  offers  to  get  back  again  to  that  old 
safe  ground  of  administration  on  which 
the  American  affairs  were  conducted  until 
within  a  few  years  of  experiment.  People 
differ  only  as  to  the  occasion  and  the  time 
which  may  lead  to  this.  They  say  we  will 
take  the  proper  occasion,  when  the  proper 
time  comes;  when  we  see  the  proper 
ground,  we  will  repeal  these  revenue  laws, 
that  we  may  get  back  again  to  the  old 
ground. 

But,  Sir,  times  and  occasions  are  not  in 
our  power,  we  cannot  make  them ;  when 
they  arise,  and  are  in  event,  all  we  have 
to  do  is  to  profit  by  them.  Lfnow,  Sir,  I 
can  shew  that  this  is  the  proper  occasion, 
the  very  crisis  in  which  government  should 
interpose,  to  extricate  itself  with  ho- 
nour and  safety,  perhaps  the  only  oc- 
casion ia  which  it  can  |k>  inte^asei 


I  shall  not  only  vindicate  mmlf  for 
having  made  tlie  motion  at  this  time, 
but,  if  I  can  explain  this  truth,  with 
tluit  conviction  with  which  it  lies  in  mj 
own  breast,  I  shall  be  able  to  persuade  the 
House  to  act  also  upon  this  occasion. 

That  this  point  of  time,  this  crisU,  maj 
be  seen  as  it  stands  forin^  in  itself,  b  all 
its  relations,  and  in  all  its  conseauencestii 
will  be  necessary  to  mark  every  line  which 
leads  to  this  point,  this  crisis. 

And  first,  of  the  sovereignty  and  supre- 
macy of  parliaments.    That  is  a  line  from 
whidi  you  ought  never  to  deviate,  whicb 
ought  never  to  be  out  of  sight.    The  par- 
liament hath,  and  must  have,  from  the  na* 
ture  and  essence  of  the  constitution,  hai 
had,  and  ever  will  have,  a  sovereign  su- 
preme power  and  jurisdiction  over  eretj 
part  of  the  dominions  of  the  state,  to  mii:e 
laws  in  all  cases  whatsoever ;  this  is  a  pro- 
position which  exists  of  absolute  necessitj 
—-its  truth  is  intuitive,  and  need  not  b« 
demonstrated — and  yet  there  may  be  tima 
and  occasions  when  this  ought  to  be  d^ 
clared  and  held  forth  to  the  eyes  and  no- 
tice of  the  subject.     Such  was  the  time 
when  the  law  declaring  this  power  vas 
made ;  it  enacted  nothing  new ;  it  declar- 
ed no  power  that  did  not  exist  before; 
but  it  was  like  the  hoisting  your  colours, 
the  fixing  your  standard,  to  which  aU  true 
patriots  of  this  country  might  repair,  onder 
which  they  might  arrange  themselves,  and 
to  which  the  duty  and  obedience  of  all 
might  be  directed ;    and  as  vou  cannot, 
as  you  ought  not,  to  give  up  tnc|  least,  the 
most  inconnderable  point  of  this  right,  of 
this  power  thus  claimed,  so  ought  jou  not, 
so  can  you  not,  lower  these  colours  one 
inch,  nor  remove  your  standard  for  a  mo- 
ment. 

Although  the  declaratory  law  is  no 
part  of  the  superstructure  of  the  edifice 
of  our  constitution,  ^et.  Sir,  it  is  a  visiUe 
sign  and  symbol  of  its  sovereignty  affixed 
to  it;  and  if  ever  any  one,  now  it  is  m 
fixed  as  a  symbol  on  the  edifice,  should  at- 
tempt to  eraze  or  to  remove  it,  the  whok 
edince  would  fall  to  pieces. 

This,  Sir,  is  my  idea  of  the  sovereignty 
of  parliament ;  this  is  my  idea  of  the  U* 
which  declares  it ;  ancl  if  I  could  think 
myself  capable  of  proposine  any  thii^ 
which  misbt  derogate  from  uis,  even  in 
an  iotat  1  should  not  only  thuk  myseli 
unworthy  of  being  a  member  of  this  House, 
but  even  a  member  of  the  communitj- 
When,  therefore,  people  say  that  when 
the  colonies  recede^  the  proper  occauoi 
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wiH  arise  wherein  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  may  concede ;  I  say  that  occasion 
never  can  arise.  Great  Britain  ought 
never  to  concede,  if  by  those  concessions 
sre  meant  the  giving  up  any  of  their  rights 
or  power  which  are  necessary  to  the  su- 
premacy and  sovereignty ;  nor  is  it  what 
the  colonies  either  wish,  desire,  or  expect. 
They  only  wish  to  hold  under  this  su- 
premacy those  rights  which  they  have  hi- 
therto enjoyed,  and  to  exercise  them  in 
the  manner  in  which  tliey  have  been  hi- 
therto permitted  to  use  them. 

Let  \ia  then  see  what  is  the  case ;  you 
have  not  only  declared  this  your  power, 
bat  y^ou  have  exerted  thb  your  power,  by 
posmg  laws  for  raising  a  revenue  for  the 
sQuport  of  civil  government  in  the  colonies, 
independent  of  the  people  of  those  colo- 
nies. This  mode  of  providing  for  the  sup- 
port of  civil  government,  aldiough  there 
can  be  no  doubt  in  the  right  and  power  of 
the  taxes  by  which  the  provision  is  intend- 
ed to  be  made,  yet  it  operates  as  a  revo- 
cation of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
legislatares  of  those  colonies,  as  they  have 
been  permitted  hitherto  to  enjoy  them. 
It  is  a  total  change  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  been  hitherto  permitted  to  ex- 
ercise them ;  it  is  a  moving  of  old  boun- 
daries ;  and  you  have  done  it  by  a  law  that 
is  unjust,  inefficient,  and  directly  contrary 
to  all  the  principles  of  commerce  respect- 
m^^our  own  interest. 

llie  legislatures  of  the  colonies  have 
been  hitherto  permitted  to  hold  that  check 
and  controul  upon  the  government,  under 
which  the  people  whom  they  represent, 
live,  that  they  nave  granted,  appropriated, 
and  held  the  disposal  of  the  provision  for 
its  support.  And  althoueh  they  comphiin 
of  their  being  aggrieved  in  having  this 
power  taken  from  them,  yet  they  have 
submitted  to  your  authority,  have  mani- 
fested their  obedience  to  your  laws,  and 
have  paid  your  taxes.  They  have  indeed 
petitioned  against  the  exercise  of  this 
power  of  raising  a  revenue  for  this  pur- 
pose, yet  they  obeyed  before  they  com- 
plainea;  and  if  they  were  all  now  actually 
imder  military  law  and  discipline,  as  some 
too  much  seem  to  be,  they  could  not  be 
charged  with  mutiny ;  having  obeyed  first 
before  they  complained. 

Although  they  think  themselves  ag- 
grieved—yet you  command  their  duty  in 
their  act  and  deed,  and  even  despotism 
itself  cannot  command  the  trill. 

They  are  at  the  lowest  point  of  submis- 
flioD.    If  you  endeavour  to  press  them 


down  but  one  hair's-breadth  lower,  like  a 
spring  they  will  fly  all  to  pieces,  and  they 
will  never  be  brought  to  the  same  point 
again. 

They  have  humbled  themselves  in 
hopes,  m  confidence,  that  as  you  are  stout, 
you  will  be  merciful ;  but  if  you  continue 
to  exert  your  stoutness,  you  will  fiiid  them 
as  sturdy  as  they  have  been  humble.  If 
you  will  not  accept  their  submission  now 
they  are  at  your  reet,  from  the  moment 
that  you  reject  their  submission,  from  that 
moment  you  will  never  be  able  to  govern 
them.  Ijiey  will  not  oppose  power  to 
your  power,  they  will  not  go  into  any  act 
of  sedition,  they  will  not  commit  any  acts 
of  treason ;  but  they  wiU  be  impracticable. 

There  have  been  strange  violences  and 
outrages  in  America,  the  winds  have  beaten 
hard,  the  storm  has  been  high. — The 
state,  like  a  ship,  hath  been  driven  into  ex- 
treme danger,  amidst  shoals  and  breakers 
— ^but  the  people  are  now  in  a  state  of  sub- 
mission— tney  are  in  suspence — all  is  peace 
— ^there  is  a  lull  at  this  moment;  now 
then  is  the  moment  to  refit  your  rising, 
to  work  out  the  vessel  from  amidst  these 
breakers,  and  to  get  her  under  way,  in 
her  old  safe  course,  and  you  may  bring  her 
to  the  liarbour  that  you  wish. 

Thus  of  their  obedience,  that  it  is  now 
at  this  crisis,  at  the  very  lowest  point  that 
it  ever  will  be ;  so,  on  the  other  hand,  of 
your  power,  it  is  now  at  its  height — ^You 
have,  in  the  plenitude  of  your  power,  not 
only  rejected  the  petitions  of  the  colo- 
nies,  but  you  have  renounced  the  princi- 
ples whicn  those  petitions  contain,  and  yet 
they  continue  to  obey  to  this  hour— At  > 
thi»  hour,  therefore,  there  remains  no- 
thing that  opposes  your  authority,  nothing 
that  militates  against  the  principles  of  your 
sovereignty,  nothing  that  can  be  supposed 
to  influence  or  limit  your  power.  Every 
movement  must,  now  at  this  hour,  derive 
its  spring  from  the  vigour  of  your  own 
principles  ah)ne,  the  principles  of  your 
own  wisdom,  justice  and  policy  can  ^one^ 
actuate  you.  The  people  of  the  colonies 
are  waitmg  for  the  issue  of  this  event— 
and  as  it  is  now  in  your  power,  and  rests 
wholly  upon  your  own  discretion,  it  is  now 
perhaps  alone  (commanding  the  point  of 
your  own  honor)  that  you  will  be  able  to 
choose  your  own  ground  with  safety.  ^ 

Matters  are  now  brought  to  a  crisis  at 
which  they  never  will  be  again;  if  this  oc- 
casion is  now  lost,  it  is  lost  for  ever.  ^  If 
this  session  elapses  with  parliament's  doing 
nothing,  American  affiurs  will  perhaps  be 
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impcacticable  for  ever  after — You  may 
exert  power  over,  but  you  can  never  go- 
vern an  unwilling  people;  they  will  be 
able  to  obstruct  ana  pervert  every  effort 
of  your  polipy :  they  will  render  ineffec- 
tual every  exertion  of  your  government; 
and  will  shut  up  every  source,  one  after 
another,  by  which  you  should  derive  any 
benefit  or  advantage  from  them.— 

1.  As  your  authority  and  power  has  its 
full  effect  at  this  time ; 

2.  As  the  people  have  submitted — are 
paying  the  taxes— 4ind  are  at  peace ; 

3.  As  you  have  rejected  their  applica- 
tions, and  have  renounced  their  principles; 

4.  As  nothing  remains  to  oppose,  or  to 
obstruct  the  vigour  of  your  own  princi- 
ples; 

5.  As  you  are,  at  this  hour,  at  perfect 
liberty,  and  masters  of  your  own  motives 
— This  is  the  proper  time,  the  proper  oc- 
casion, that  you  should  take  to  recur  only 
to  yourselves,  to  your  own  motives,  to  the 
principles  of  commerce,  policy,  and  jus- 
tice. 

As  there  is  nothing  from  without  that  can 
obstruct  your  own  motions,  enquire  what 
there  is  within  yourselves  that  does  ob- 
struct the  way,  and  prevents  your  getting 
back  again  to  that  old  ground,  on  which 
vou  have,  for  so  many  years,  safely  and 
happily  stood ;  examine  and  you  will  find 
that  nothing  but  this  unjust,  inefficient,  and 
injudicious  law  (made  in  the  seventh  year 
of  his  present  Majestv)  does  prevent  you. 

Examine,  first,  wnat  are  the  maxims 
and  principles  of  the  policy  of  commerce, 
with  which  government  hath  acted  towards 
the  colonies  for  a  century  past;  they  can 
no  where  better  be  descrioed  than  they 
are  in  the  act  for  encouraging  trade,  passed 
in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles 
H.  That  Act  poin^  out  that  the  true 
spirit  of  law  for  regulating  trade  between 
tnis  country  and  its  colonies  is, 

1.  To  maintain  a  greater  correspon- 
dence and  kindness  tetween  them  and 
us; 

2.  To  keep  them  thereby  in  a  firmer  de- 
pendance ; 

3.  To  secure  the  vent  of  English  goods 
and  manufactures  in  the  colonies ; 

4.  To  make  this  kingdom  a  Staple  for 
the  produce  of  the  colonies,  and  a  market 
for  those  supplies  which  are  necessary 
for  them ; 

S»  To  render  them  more  advantageous 
and  beneficial  to  this  country,  and  to  keep 
them  and  their  trade  to  ouraelves  alone ; 

Now,  Sir,  will  any  one  say  that  this  Re* 


▼enue  Act,  of  his  present  Mi^y's  reign, 
hath  a  tendency  to  maintain  a  greater 
kindness  and  correspondence  between  thii 
kingdom  and  the  colonies— has  it  not  a 
direct  contrary  effect  I — I  speak  only  to 
&ct. 

WHl  any  one  say  that  the  spirit  of  thii 
Act,  and  the  measures  taken  to  carry  it 
into  execution,  have  had  a  tendency  to 
keep  the  colonies  in  a  firmer  depeodeocy 
upon  us — ^have  thev  not,  on  the  contrary, 
shaken  that  dependency  to  the  very  root  2 

Will  any  one  say  uiat  it  hath  a  tea* 
den<^  to  promote  the  vent  of  British  goods 
and  maumctures  in  the  colonies— on  the 
contrary,  have  not  the  people  in  every  co- 
lony upon  the  continent  come  to  one  ge* 
nend  agreement,  not  to  import  any  Bri* 
tish  goods  upon  which  any  of  these  duties 
are  laid,  in  addition  to  that  arbitrary  price 
which  we,  by  our  monopoly,  are  enabled 
to  demand  ? 

Will  any  one  say  that  duties,  thus  laid 
on  your  own  merchandize  and  manu&c* 
tures,  exported  to  America,  do  not  o^ 
rate  to  a  cert&in  degree,  as  a  probibitioa 
against  your  own  produce  and  labour,  and 
as  a  premium  and  encouragement  to  that 
of  the  colonies— -has  it  not  had  the  effect! 

Have  these  measures  a  tendency  to 
render  this  country  a  staple  for  the  pro* 
duce  of  America,  and  a  market  for  the 
supplies  necessary  to  it— on  the  contrary, 
has  it  not  opened  the  way  to  a  contraband 
supply  from  foreign  markets  ? 

W  ill  any  one  say,  tlyat,  under  all  these 
circumstances,  the  colonies  are  rendered 
more  beneficial  and  advantageous  to  us, 
or  that  we  are  not  taking  the  direct  way 
to  break  the  iuter-conununion  of  trade 
and  commerce  between  us,  instead  of  se- 
curing the  monopoly  of  it  ? 

Let  us  therefore  view  in  this  light,  and 
by  these  principles  of  politrr,  conuneroe, 
and  justice,  the  American  Revenue  Act, 
of  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  bis  pre- 
sent Majesty,  which  hatli  occasioned  all 
this  uneasiness—  which  obstructs  the  way 
to  your  getting  back  again  to  your  old 
ground— which  is  unjust  in  its  puiport, 
mefficient  as  a  measure  of  finance,  9si 
operates  in  direct  opposition  to  every 
principle .  of  the  laws  of  commerce,  » 
they  stand  related  to  the  mother  coun- 
try, f 

First,  As  it  proposes  to  raise  a  reve&ae 
for  the  support  of  govemoaent  in  the  co- 
lonies, independent  of  the  peopki  i^  ^ 
contrary  to,  and  is  a  revocation  of  that 
systefQ  of  rights  and  privileges,  on  which 
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A^^i^emment  of  the  colonies  bath  been 
itabUshed.  That  estabUshment  hath 
nntb  -e  beginning  given  to  them  the  same 
^eck  imnd  controul  upon  the  aerrants  of 
Hb  ^ut3lic«  by  their  legisUtures  having  the 
iranttag  and  disposal  of  the  provision  for 
^  support  of  government,  as  parliament 
aih  here— ana  as  the  subject  ip  both 
ases  hath  been  alvays  hitherto  esteemed 

0  have  the  same  rights  and  privileges,  the 
Ian  of  {political  liberty  hath  been  alwavs 
be  same  in  both  cases,  although  the  scale 

1  less ;  but  this  measure  brought  forward 
IT  this  law,  hath  a  tendency  to  revoke  and 
haage  the  whole  of  that  system;  and  as 
t  is  unnecessary  it  is  unjust,  and  a  grle- 
laoce  in  every  degree* 

Second,  It  is  unjust  as  demnnding  such 
I  revenue  from  all  the  colonies  indiscri- 
ainately,  when  several  provinces  have  al- 
ready made  ample  and  adequate  provision 
or  this  very  purpose,  conformable  to  the 
'oyal  instructions,  by  acts  which  have  re- 
ceived the  royal  confirmation.  The  instruc- 
ion  which  I  believe  hath  been  constantly 
{ivon  to  every  governor  of  every  province, 
lays,  **  That  the  governor  must  require  the 
cgislature  to  make  provision,  by  a  per- 
aaocnt  law,  without  limitation  of  time, 
lur  ^e  support  of  civil  government  in  that 
province,  of  the  administration  of  justice, 
for  making  and  repairing  fortifications, 
tod  dher  &fence  for  the  protection  of  his 
Mlf^sty's  daminion|.'' 

Mark^  first,  that  every  purport  of  this 
Keveoue  Act,  of  the  seventh  of  his  present 
Iklajesty,  is  contained  in  this  instruction ; 
lad  permit  me.  Sir,  to  lay  before  the 
House  what  provision  the  revenue  law  of 
Barbadoes  has  done  in  this  venr  point—* 
vhat  Jamaica  has  done--»what  the  colony 
}f  Virginia  has  done,  in  exact  conformity 
:othis  instruction.  Although  I  will  not 
trouble  the  House  with  jrgading  these  laws, 
[  must  b^  leave  to  re%r  t^  them. 

Barbadoes,  by  an  impost  of  44  per  cent 
tpotk  all  their  produce  exported,  and  by 
idler  duties  upon  certain  articles  imported, 
lath  granted  to  his  Majesty,  and  his  heirs 
hr  ever,  a  provision  for  the  support  of 
civil  government,  and  the  protection  of 
the  iflhind,  by  a  revenue  greatly  beyond 
vhat  those  services  lu^ve  hitherto  required, 
ind  shamefully  beyond  what  the  govern- 
neat  of  this  country  hath  applied  tothose 
purposes. 

The  island  of  Januiica,  by  certain  duties 
P'snted  to  bis  Majesty,  hath  made  provi- 
lion  for  the  same  purposes,  in  exact  con- 
ionnity  to  the  like  instruction  as  requisi* 

8 


tioo,  by  a  permanent  revenue,  which  they 
hope  may  be  without  limitation  of  time,  as 
it  is  to  remain  as  long  as  the  succession  of 
the  crown  shall  remain  in  bis  Majesty^s 
royal  House.  His  Majesty's  colony  of 
Virginia  hath  likewise  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  bis  heirs  for  ever,  certain  duties 
of  impost  and  tonnage,  for  this  end,  and 
in  the  very  manner  directed  and  required 
by  the  like  royal  instruction. 

I  could  also  here  mention  the  grants  of 
revenue  which  the  Leeward  Islands  have 
made  to  the  crown  for  the  same  purposes ; 
but  as  the  assembly  of  these  islands,  with 
too  unwary  a  ccmfidence,  neglected  to  ap* 
propriate  the  monies  arising  from  the  re« 
venue  which  they  grant^l^^he  crown 
took  it  as  rather  given  to  the  king  in  his 
seignoral  capacity,  than  to  the  supreme 
magistrate,  tor  the  purposes  of  the  state* 

But  parliament  in  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne,  being  apprized  of 
this  unjust  and  shameful  perverdon  of  this 
revenue,  came  to  a  resolution  to  address 
her  majesty  that  for  the  future  those  du- 
ties of  44  per  cent,  collected  in  Barbadoes 
and  the  Leeward  Islands,  might  be  applied 
for  the  repairing  and  erecting  such  rortifi* 
cations,  and  other  public  uses,  for  the 
safety  of  the  said  islands,  as  her  majesty 
shall  direct,  and  that  an  annual  account 
how  the  said  duties  shall  have  been  ex^ 
pended,  may  be  laid  before  the  House  of 
Commons.  Nothing  hath  ever  been  done 
in  this  matter,  althoagh  it  so  regards  the 
honour  of  the  crown,  in  domg  justice  to 
the  people ;  and  the  same  perversion  con- 
tinues to  this  day*  And  yet  this  last  re- 
venue-law demands  from,  and  cdlleotf 
upon  these  people  (after  bavins  thus  per«* 
verted  what  they  have  already  granted 
more  than  sufficient)  a  duplicate  revenuf 
for  the  same  purposes  alreaoiy  provided  for. 

It  is  not  only  unjust  to  charge  these 
provinces  with  taxes  for  the  purpose  ot 
raising  a  revenue,  who  have  already,  at 
the^'requisition  of  the  crown,  taxed  them- 
selves, and  hi^ve  alrei|dy  raised  a  revenue 
for  the  same  end-i-but  there  is  an  addi« 
tional  injustice  in  charging  the  obedient 
provinces  with  this  burthen,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  defect  in  those  pro- 
vinces which  have  not  been  obe4ieut  to 
that  end. 

In  the  next  place,  when  we  considof 
this  law  as  a  measure  of  finance,  the  fiw| 
upon  your  table  proclaims  its  insufficiency, 
for  the  sum  returned,  as  its  whole  netl 
produce,  amomta  but  to  99BL  and  a  feif 
shillings. 
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Compare  this  revenue,  as  arising  in  the 
respective  provinces,  with  the  revenue 
raised  for  the  same  purposes  in  those  very 
provinces,  previous  to  this  inefficient  and 
injudicious  act. 

The  revenue  of  Jamaica  was,  in  the  year 
17^8,  granted  for  8,371^.  and  is  now 
greatly  more  than  double  that  sum  per 
annum.  The  amount  raised  by  this  late 
act  is  but  S2SL 

The  revenue  raised  in  Virginia,  which 
ought,  in  like  manner  as  in  Jamaica,  to  be 
applied  to  the  support  of  civil  government, 
and  to  the  protection  of  his  Majesty's  do- 
minions there,  is  above  27,500^.  per  annum ; 
whereas  the  revenue  intended  oy  this  act 
to  create  a  more  certain  provision,  has 
amounted  to  but  S60L  What  the  amount 
of  tiie  4^  per  cent,  duties  are,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  mark  with  any  precision,  as  no 
account  of  them  has  ever  been  laid  before 
the  public — but  it  is  notorious  what  large 
grants,  by  annuities  and  otherways,  are 
paid  out  of  them. 

Now,  Sir,  view  this  system  of  finance  in 
the  light  either  of  justice  or  policy,  and 
the  impropriety  of  this  act  must  be  appa- 
rent in  every  degree  of  conviction. 

It  remains  that  I  observe  that  this  law 
contradicts  every  maxim  and  principle  of 
the  policy  of  commerce,  in  every  line  of 
direction  oy  which  it  should  be  conducted. 

I  have  shewn  that  it  hath  a  direct  ten- 
dency to  break  off  that  correspondence 
that  hath  hitherto  been  nourisned,  and 
hath  subsisted  between  this  country  and 
its  colonies : 

That  it  hath  a  direct  tendency  to  oh- 
struct  the  vent  of  British  manufactures 
andgoods  in  the  colonies : 

That  it  operates  as  a  bounty  to  Ame- 
rican manufactures : 

That  it  encourages  the  contraband  trade 
and  supply  from  foreign  markets : 

That  it  takes  the  ground  from  under 
that  very  policy  which  should  establish 
the  British  market  for,  and  make  this 
kingdom  a  staple  to  the  trade  o£  that 
country : 

That  it  renders  the  colonies  every  day 
less  beneficial  and  advantageous  to  us,  and 
that  it  will  in  the  end  break  off  their  de- 
pendence upon  us. 

I  shall  therefore  only  mark  the  instances 
in  those  matters,  which  this  act  particu- 
larly respects. 

It  lays  a  duty  upon  painters'  colours. 
Can  any  one  imagine  ^at  the  people  of 
America  are  under  any  necessity  of  im- 
porting this  article  into  that  country? 


piami 
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Can  any  one  imagine  that  there  is  no  rel 
or  yellow  ocre  on  that  great  continent! 
Can  any  one  suppose  that  a  country  whick 
abounds  with  mines  of  lead,  iron  and  cop' 
per,  hath  not  every  colour  that  the  art  si 
painting  hath  promiced  and  used?  BiuC 
they  had  but  one,  and  that  the  poonC 
colour  that  ever  was  used,  we  know  now^ 
the  spirit  of  an  agitated  people  will  go, 
there  was  a  time  when  we  heard  of  nodui 
but  Prussian  cakes  and  Prussian  ale ;  so  i( 
fancy  was  taken  up  at  once  to  call  this 
colour,  the  colour  of  liberty,  every  hoi 
carriage  and  ship  would  be  painted  with 

This  act  lays  a  strange,  unini 
duty  upon  paper.  There  are  la^e' 
nufactures  of  paper  in  that  country  ; 
only  difficulty  they  labour  under  is  that 
collecting  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
rags ;  but  if  they  were  once  to  coi 
that  the  substance  of  paper  is  nothing 
the  macerated  remains  of  certain  pi 
they  would  find  a  way  of  obtaining  Atf  ] 
substance,  without  its  having  gone  throof^  • 
the  intermediate  process  of  having  boi 
made  into  Imen ;  and  then  there  wooM  fe 
an  end  to  all  difficulty  as  to  this  artide  of 
manufacture ;  but  in  the  mean  wfaDe,  tkii 
act  has  had  a  direct  tendency  to  lead  tiwa 
to  look  for  a  supply  either  directly  from 
Holland,  or  immediately  from  the  Duttk 
islands  in  the  West  Indies. 

In  like  manner  I  could  shew,  from  ■ 
authority  which,  if  I  was  to  mentiffii, 
would  have  great  weight  of  evidence  ia 
this  House  as  to  these  matters,  that  lM$ 
law  hath  not  had  the  effisct  of  preveatai 
the  importation  of  Dutch  teas  into  ttet 
country,  but  that  there  never  was  impaitrf 
more  than  in  the  last  year,  either  diredtf 
from  Holland,  or  by  way  of  the  Data 
West  India  islands;  and  no  wonder  when 
our  laws  clog  our  own  trade,  with  a 
couragement  of  ^5  per  cent. 

This  Act  laysf^"duty  upon  glass, 
has  a  direct  tendency  to  promote  the 
nufacture  of  that  article  in  tiliose  countrieiL 

There  are  already  several  considen^ 
glass  houses  there,  and  I  have,  been  tM 
that  the  great  one  in  Pennsylvania,  ex- 
'  ports  considerable  quantities  for  the  sap- 
port  of  New  York  and  Boston. 

It  is  on  these  considerations,  I  shall  end 
what  I  have  to  say,  in  moving  the  Hoase 
to  go  into  a  Committee,  to  consider  diii 
act,  passed  in  the  7th  year  of  hb  preseat 
Majesty,  and  the  iU  efllects  of  it.  Bat  si 
it  is,  I  understand,  customary  to  <^pen  nor 
in  the  House  what  I  shall  propose  to  dist 
Conunittee^  if  the  House  should  approve 
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That  it  18  the  opinion  of  this  Comtnittee, 
that  the  repeal  of  the  said  duties  is^  upon 
commercial  considerations  alone,  hi^y 
proper  and  necessary. 

That  the  House  be  moved  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  for  repealing  so  much  of  an  Act, 
made  in  tlie  7th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
present  Majesty,  entitled.  An  Act,  &c.  as 
miposes  certain  duties  on  goods  therein 
mentioned,  imported  into  the  British  co- 
lonies and  plantations  in  America. 

In  hopes  that  the  Committee  will  come 
to  these  opinions,  **  I  do  move  that  the 
House  do  resolve  itself,  on  Monday  next, 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
consider  an  Act  passed  in  thq  7th  year  of 
his  present  Majesty's  reign,  entitled,  An 
Act,'»  &c. 

Every  person  seemed  to  agree  with  the 
motion;  out  the  ministry  comphuning 
that  the  late  time  of  the  sessions  would  not 
allow  a  matter  of  so  much  consequence  to 
be  properly  a^tated,  as  they  were  not 
prepared  for  it,  a  motion  was  therefore 
made  to  put  it  off  till  next  session. 

Supplies  granted  Jot  the  Year  1769.]    The  following  are  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Committee  of  Supply  during  this  Session : 

November  fil,  1768.  X'       *•      ^^ 

rbat  16,000  men  be  employed  for  the  sea-serrice  for  1769,  inclading  4^387 

marines. 
l»k  a  som  not  exceeding  4L  per  man  per  month  be  allowed  for  maintain- 
ing them,  including  ordnance  for  sea-service    •  - 839,000    0    0 

NoVBBfBER  98. 

liat  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  3,349  in? alids,  amoonting  to  17,149 
effective  men,  commiasion  and  non- commission  officers  included,  be  em- 
ployed §or  1769. 

^or  defraying  the  charge  of  the  said  number  of  land  forces  for  1 769     •  •  •  • 

^or  roaintaininff  his  Majesty's  forces  and  garrisons  in  the  Plantations  and 
Africa,  inclading  those  in  mriaon  at  Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  for  pro- 
▼iaions  for  the  forces  in  North  America,  No? a  Scotia,  Newfoundland, 
Gibraltar,  the  ceded  islands,  and  Africa,  for  1769 

'or  defraying  the  charge  of  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  Britith  and 
Irish  establishment,  Mfive  regiments  and  fiinr  companies  of  loot,  serting 
in  the  file  of  Man,  at  Gibraltar,  Minorca,  and  the  ceded  islands,  for  1769 

'4ir  the  pay  of  the  general  and  staff  officers  in  Great  Britain  for  1769    •  •  •  • 

^«r  defraying  the  cbaige  of  loll  pay  for  365  days,  for  1769,  to  officers  re- 

doeed,  with  the  10th  company  of  several  battalions,  reduoed  from  ten  to 

nise  companies,  and  who  remained  on  half  pay  at  the  94th  Dec.  1765  •  • 


»f  going  into  such,  the  following  are  what 
intend  to  offer. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
hat  the  imposition  of  certain  duties  to  be 
used  and  levied  by  an  act,  made  in  the 
th  year  of  ^the  reign  of  his  present  Ma- 
sty,  entitled.  An  Act,  &c  en  6ertain 
oods  and  manufactures  thereinmentioned, 
ath  a  tendency  to  obstruct  the  vent  of 
British  manufiictures  and  merchandize  in 
le  said  colonies  and  plantations ;  and  to 
mder^the  colonies  and  plantations  less 
eneficial  and  advantageous  id  his  Ma- 
rty's dominions  of  Great  Britain. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
bat  the  said  Act  hath  not  answered  the 
urport  and  intent  thereof,  of  raising  a  re- 
enuein  his  Majesty's  dominions  in  Ame- 
ica,  for  making  a  more  certain  and  ade- 
|uate  provision  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
Jte  administration  of  justice,  and  the  sup- 
wn  of  civil  government  in  such  provinces 
rhere  it  may  be  found  necessary,  and  to- 
rards  ^rther  defraying  the  expences  of 
lefending,  protecUng,  and  securing  ^the 
aid  dominions. 


602,673  15    f 


397,835  18  7{ 

4,661  IS  7 

13,303  11  6j( 

4,768    5  0 


I  111  1*1 


1,033,138  10    3f 


DCCEMBEB  5. 

^«tbe  ordinary  of  the  nafy,  inclading  half  pay  to  sea  and  marine  officers, 

for  1769 410,355 

^%ards  the  buildings,  nAmildingi,  and  repairs  of  ships  of  war,  in  his  Ma* 
jesty 'a  yards,  and  other  extra  works,  over  and  above  what  are  proposed  to 

,  W  done  upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  and  ordinary,  for  1769 

^t  the  cfasqpe  of  the  office  of  ordnance  Ibr  land  service,  for  1769 • 

^  defraying  theexpenoe  of  services  performed  by  the  office  of  ordnance,' 
^r  lauQ  ssrvioe,  and  not  provided  for  by  parUament|  in  1708  1 1  •••••••  • 


8  '1 


389,415  0  0 
177,947  18  0 


43,813  19  0 


914,439  5  1 
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FcBftUART  16,  1769. 

For  paykKt  ^^  pcntioiM  to  the  widows  of  toch'  reduced  officers  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's liuid  forass  and  oiariiies,  as  died  apoD  the  estahliahmeat  of  half  pay 
in  Great  Britaio,  and  were  married  to  them  More  the  05tb  Deo.  1716, 
for  the  year  1769 1,480  0  0 

For  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Majesty's  land  tbroes  and  marines,  for  1760      137,0S0  0  o 

For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  tlie  seteral  officers  and  privaie 
gentlemen  of  tlie  two  troops  of  horse  guards  reduced,  and  to  the  super- 
annuated gentlemen  of  the  four  troops  of  horse  guards,  for  1769 1,3S1   0  o 

Towards  dnrayiog  the  charge  of  out  pensioners  of  Chelsea  hospital,  for 

1769 1Q7,894  15  10 

SS7,tS5  15  10 


Febroart21. 

Upoo  aceount,  for  maintaining  and  aupiiortibg  the  ci?il  establishment  of 
No?a  Scolia  for  1769    4,375  1711 

Upon  account,  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  cifil  establishment  of 
Georgia,  and  the  incidental  expences  attending  the  same,  from  the  24th 
June  1768,  to  «4th  June  1769 • 3,086  0  0 

Upon  account,  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  cifil  establishment  of  East 
Florida,  and  the  incidental  expences  attending  the  same,  from  S4th  June 
1768,  to  S4th  Jane  1769 • 4,750  0  0 

Upon  acooQDt,  for  defraying  the  chaiges  of  the  eiTil  establishment  of  West 
Florida,  and  the  inddental  expences  attending  the  same,  firom  a4th  June 
1768,  to  S4th  June  1769 4,800  0  0 

Upon  accoimt,  for  defraying  the  expences  of  general  surreys  of  his  Majes^'s 

dominions  in  North  America  for  1769    1,785  i  0 

Upon  account,  for  defraying  the  civil  establishment  of  Senegambia,  for  1769         5,550 

For  paying  off  and  discharofing  the  exchequer  bills,  made  out  by  virtue  of 
an  act,  oassed  in  the  8th  year  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign,  intitled. 
An  Act  for  raising  a  certain  sum  of  money  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills, 

•       ■  ■  a  I         rf*       A       *  a      4       e  A      M  •       J  a  •  *     _». 


0  0 


and  charged  upon  the  first  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  session    • 1,800,000  0  0 

1,8«4»S47    111 
Febbuart  33.  ■  — ' 

For  Charles  Dingley,  of  London,  merchant,  as  a  reward  to  him  for  having 
erected  and  brought  to  perfection,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  a  wind- 
saw-mill  at  Limehouse,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  timber  into 
wainscot  and  deals ;  and  as  a  recompeace  for  tbe  less  he  sustained  in  the 
wilful  destruction  of  the  said  wind-saw- mill,  by  a  nomber  of  rfotooa  and 
disorderiy  persons,  in  tbe  iDOQth  of  May  last S,000  0  0 

MaUck  S. 
To  discharge  the  arrean  and  debts  due  and  owing  upon  tbe  civil  list,  on  tbe 
5th  Jan.  1769    • 513,511  OO 

Mabcb  7. 
Towards  erecting  a  nagaaide  for  ganpowder,  at  Priddy's  Hard,  in  Perts*^ 
month  harbour r 4,000  0  0 

MJaacR  14. 

Towards  defraying  tb^  astiaordiDarf  tfspenoes  of  bis  Majesty's  land  forces, 
and  other  services  inenrrad  to  tbe  Mrd  I>eo.  1768^  and  not  prorided  for 
bypariiament    • 838,557  t^ 

To  replace  to  the  Sinking  Fond,  the  like  sum  issued  thereout,  to  make  good 
the  defidenoy,  on  the  5th  July  1768,  of  the  fond  established  for  paying 

.  annnities^in  resoectof  5,000,000/.  borrowed  by  virtue  of  an  act  made  in 
the  31st  year  of  nis  lata  Vi|)esty,  towards  tbe  sapply  granted  for  theaei'* 
▼i^ofl758 47,53118  o 

To  repUce to  ditto,  tbalike  s«m  paidootof  the  sane,  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  on  the  5tb  April  1768*  of  the  fund  established  lor  paying  an* 
nuitiet  |B  respect  of  3,5Q0,000<.  boirowed  by  vartiie  of  ad  aotof  tbeShI  of  J 

.  bis  present  Majesty,  towards  tbe  simply  giaated  lor  Ibe  isrvice  of  1765.  •        18,9:10  3J^ 


Mabch  23. 
That  profiuoB  be  made  for  paying  and  clothing  of  the  militia,  and  for  tbelr 


305,019 


Oj 


(85J  Ways  and  Means  for  the  Year.  A.  D.  170). 

tobsisteoce  during  the  time  tlMfy  ftball  bealiMDi  fnim  booie  on  aoooimt  of 
the  aoQual  exercise,  for  1769. 

April  10.  ' 

Upon  aceonnt,  to  enable  the  Fonadlini^  Hospital  to  maintain  and  educate 
Mich  children  as  were  received  into  the  same,  on  or  before  the  85th  Maich 
1760,  from  the  Slst  Dec.  1768,  exclusive,  to  the  Slat  Dec.  1769  indusiTe, 
and  the  said  sum  to  be  issued  without  any  deduction 

llj)on  account,  for  enabling  the  said  hospital  to  put  out  apprentice  the  said 
children,  so  as  that  the  said  hospital  do  not  give  with  one  child  more 
than  7/. 

Upon  account,  to  repay  to  the  governors  and  guardians  of  the  said  hospiul, 
the  like  sum  advanced  by  them,  for  apprentidng  such  children  as  were 
received  into  it,  on  or  before  the  35th  March,  1760,  over  and  above  the 
soma  granted  by  parliament  for  that  purpose    

To  make  good  to  his  Majesty  the  like  sum,  which  has  been  issued  by  his 
Majesty's  orders,  in  pursuance  of  the  addresses  of  the  Housie 

Towards  carrying  on  an  additioual  building  for  a  more  commodious  passage 
to  the  House ef  Commons  -..-• • 

Towards  paying  offend  discharging  the  debts  of  the  navy •  •  • « 

To  make  ^ood  the  deficiency  ofthe  granta  for  the  service  of  1768     

¥or  repairing,  mainuining,  and  supporting  the  British  forts  and  settlements 
on  the  coast  of  Africa    •••• •••• .•• •• 


{6S0 


19,957  10    • 


5,600    0    0 


9,931  16    • 
16,500    0    0 


3,000 
400,000 
186,043 


0 
0 
1 


0 
0 


2,000    0    0 


649,333    7    7| 
April  11.  » 

To  pay  the  benefit  prizes  in  the  present  lottery,  charged  npon  the  supplies 
•f  the  current  year    600,000    0    0 

April  18. 
*ro  be  advanced  to  the  governor  and  company  ofthe  mercbanti  of  England, 
trading  into  the  Levant  seas,  to  be  applied  in  assisting  the  said  company 
in  carrying  on  their  trade    ••• • ••  5,000    0    0 


April  30. 
To  be  applied  for  making  a  now  road  at  the  foot  of  the  monntaio  of  Pen- 
naen  Mawr,  and  thereby  securing  a  certain  oommnnicatbn  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  way  of  Holyhead 

Mat  1. 
To  Frederick  Lafontaine,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  bis  Majesty  shall 
think  proper,  to  encourage  the  making  of  saltpetre  in  Great  Britain,  under 
the  inspection  ofthe  board  of  ordnance • 


3,000    0    0 


Total  of  the  Supplies  gnnted  this  Scnion 


Ways  akd  Mjlavs Jbr  the  Year  1769.] 
The  following  are  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  t 

Nov.  24,  1768.  That  the  duties  upon 
malt,  mum,  cyder,  and  perry,  be  conti- 
nued from  2Sd  June,  1769,  to  the  24th 
June,  1770,  and  charged  upon  all  the  malt 
which  shall  be  made,  and  all  mum  which 
^lall  be  made  or  imported,  and  all  cyder 
sod  perry,  which  snail  be  made  for  sale 
vithm  tiie  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
700,000^ 

Dec.  6.  That  the  sum  of  Ss*  in  the 
pound  and  no  more,  be  raised  within  the 
•pace  of  one  year,  from  the  25th  March, 
1769,  upon  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
nients,  pensions,  and  personal  estates,  in 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England, 

[VOL.  XVL] 


tfiOO    0    0 
6,909,003    4  lOf 


Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed;  and  that  a  proportionable  cess, 
according  to  the  ninth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Union,  be  laid  upon  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland,  1,528,568/.  11/. 
IIM. 

Feb.  23,  1769.  That  1,800,0002.  h% 
raised  by  loans,  or  exchequer  bills,  to  be 
charged  upon  the  first  aids  to  be  granted  in 
the  next  session  of  parliament ;  and  such 
exchequer  bills,  if  not  discharged,  with 
interest  thereupon,  on  or  before  the  5th 
April,  1770,  to  be  exchanged  and  received 
in  payment,  in  such  manner  as  exchequer 
bills  have  usually  been  exchanged  and  re- 
ceivedin  payment. 

March  14.  That  the  duties  of  excise, 
payable  upon  teal  tidiu,  taoned,  tawM, 
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or  dressed,  within  this  kingdom,  be  taken 
o£  That  in  lieu  thereof  a  duty  of  excise 
be  laid  upon  seal  skins,  whidi  shall  be 
tanned,  tawed,  or  dressed  In  this  kii%doiD, 
after  the  rate  of  1^.  £ot  every  pound 
weight  avoirdupoise  of  sveh  skins.  And, 
That  the  said  duty  be  appKed-to  such 
uses  as  the  said  duties  to  be  taken  off  are 
now  appropriated  unto. 

March  2S,  That  the  char||e  of  the  pay 
and  clothing  of  the  militia,  ui  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  England,  for  one 
year,  beginning  the  25th  March,  1769,  be 
defrayed  out  of  the  monies  arising  by  the 
land  tax  granted  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1769. 

April  10.  That  400,00(0.  which,  by  an 
act  made  in  the  7th  year  of  his  present 
Majesty's  reign,  intitled^  *  An  Act  for  esta- 
blishing aa  agreement  for  the  payment  of 
the  annual  aum  of  400,000^  for  a  limited 
time,  by  the  East  India  Company,  in  re- 
spect of  the  territorial  acquisitions  and  c^ 
venues  lately  obtaikMd  in  the  East  Indies/ 
is  directed  to  be  paid,  within  the  present 
yiear,  into  the  receipt  of  his  Majesty's  ex-  , 
chequer,  by  the  said  Company,  oe  applied 
towards  making  good  the  supply  graalsd 
to  his  Mftjesty. 

April  11.  1.  That  780,000^.  be  raised, 
by  way  of  lottery ;  such  lottery  to  condst 
of  60,000  tickets,  at  IS/,  eadi. 

%  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  90,000/. 
out  of  such  monies  as  shall  be  paid  into  the 
receipt  of  the  exchequer,  after  the  4th  <^ 
April,  1769,  and  on  or  before  the  5th  of 
April,  1770,  of  the  produce  of  all  or  any 
orthe  duties  and  revenues,  which,  by  any 
act  or  acts  of  parliament,  have  been  di- 
rected to  be  reserved  for  the  diipositioii  of 
pwriiawcBt,  'CowttHb  defraying  the  neces- 
sary expences  of  defending,  protecUog, 
ana  securing  thelBrftish  colonies  and  prhin- 
cations  in  America,  be  appKed  towards 
making  good  such  part  of  the  supply  as 
hath  been  granted  to  his  Majesty  for  main- 
taining his  Mti^sty'B  forces  and  garrisons 
in  the  plantations,  i^nd  for  provisions  for 
the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Scotia, 
Newfoundland,  and  the  ceded  islands,  for 
the  year  1769. 

5.  That  such  of  the  monies  as  shall  be 
paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  after 
the  4th  of  April,  1769,  and  on  or  befbre  the 
5th  of  April,  1770,  of  the  produce  of  the 
duties  charged  by  an  act  of  parliament 
made  in  the  5th  year  of  his  Resent  Majes- 
ty's reign,  upon  the  importation  and  expor- 
tation of  gum  senega  and  gam  arabic,  be 
applied  towards  making  good  &e  aupplr 
granted  to  bis  Majesty. 


Waj/i  and  Means/or  the  Year.  [Gjg 

April  12.  1.  That  towards  making  good 
the  supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  there 
bo  issued  and  applied  the  sum  of  135,177/. 
15f.  6U*  remaining  in  the  exdtequer,  oq 
the  6uk  of  April,  1769,  for  the  di^tioQ 
of  parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had 
then  arisen,  of  the  surplusses,  excesses,  or 
overplus  monies,  and  other  revenaes  com- 
posing  the  fund  commonly  adld  the 
Siaking  Fund. 

2.  That  towards  raising  the  m^j 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  there  be  issued 
and  applied  theauai  of  lfi&^23L  4«.  5d\. 
imt  of  such  VMmies  as  sfattll  or  m^sriseof 
the  aarplus^,  excesses,  or  o?erphss  mo- 
nies, and  other  revemies  composiDg  the 
fund  commonly  called  the  Sinking  Fooi 

3.  That  socn  part  of  the  duties  vhidt 
have  been,  or  shall  be,  paid  upon  iroDim* 
ported  in  foreign-built  snips,  navigated  bj 
foreigners,  as  exceeds  the  duties  payable 
up<to  iron  imported  in  British-built  shi;^, 
siovigated  by  British  subjects,  be  Dot 
dravmback  upon  re-exportation. 

4.  That  the  drawback,  which  wu  for- 
merly payable  upon  the  exportation  of  fo* 
re^  rot^  hemp,  and  which  was  discos- 
tinued  by  en  act  made  in  the  6th  yesr  ot 
his  present  Majesty*  be  xeBtored,i]^GOQ* 
dition  that  the  pre-emption  thereof  be 
odered  to  the  commissioners  of  the  nan. 
And  tiMt  an  act,  made  in  the  fourth  tear 
of  his  present  Majesty's  rdgn,  intitied, 
« An  Actfbr  granting,  for  a  limited  time,  a 
liberty  to  carry  rice  from  his  Majestj'i 
provinces  of  Sooth  Carolina  and  Geotjpif 
directly  to  any  part  of  America  to  tbe 
soutbwaid  of  the  said  provinoes,  sobjectto 
the  like  duty  as  is  now  paid  on  the  expor- 
tatioB  of  rice  from  the  said  colonies  to 
places  in  Europe  situate  to  the  soathv 
of  Cape  Finisterre,*  which  was  to  conti 
m  force  for  five  vears,  from  tiieSlth 
June,  1764-,  and  mm  thence  to  Aeend 
the  then  next  session  of  patfiament 


also  a  clause  in  an  act  pttsed  in  the 
year  of  his  said  Majesty's  reip,  uititiedj 
<  An  Act  for  more  efectumly  sect 
and  encouraging  die  trade  of  his  Majesty  \ 
American  dominions;  for  repcafing  tbe^ 
land  duty  on  coffee,  imposed  by  snJJ 
made  in  the  d2d  year  of  his  late  msj^ 
kins  George  2,  and  for  grantiDg  wjoj 
land  duty  on  all  coffee  imported  {e%ce^ 
coffee  of  the  erowth  of  the  British  donu^ 
Tiions  in  America) ;  for  altering  the  b<^ 
ties  and  drawbacks  upon  sugars  export<vj 
for  repealing  part  oTan  act  made  in*J 
23d;rear  of  his  saad  late  majestjr,  where^ 
bar  iron  made  in  the  said  doddQioJU  ^ 
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prohibited  la  be  exported  from  Great  Bri- 
tatOy  or  carried  coast- wise  ^  and  for  regu- 
lating the  fees  of  the  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms in  the  said  dominionSy*  which  gives 
liberty  to  export  rice  from  North  Caro- 
lina, in  the  same  ma&ner,  and  during  the 
same  limited  time,  under  the  hlce  entries, 
securities,  restrictions,  regulations,  limita- 
tions, duties,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  as 
are  enacted  by  the  said  act  made  in  the 
4th  year  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign 
with  respect  to  Sooth  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, are  near  expiring,  and  fit  to  be  conti- 
nued. 

April  15.  To  make  perpetual  an  act 
made  in  the  Ist  ^ear  of  the  reign  of  his 
present  Majesty,  mtitled,  *  An  Act  to  con- 
tmue  the  duties  for  encouragement  of 
coinage  of  money.' 

April  17«  That  the  annual  sum  of 
1,500^  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  be  paid 
to  the  principal  secretaries  of  state,  to  be 
distributed  among  the  clerks  in  their  re- 
spective offices,  m  compensation  for  the 
advantages  which  such  clerks  enjoyed  from 
their  sending  and  receiving  letters  and 
packets  free  from  the  duty  m  postage,  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  an  act  made 
in  the  4th  veor  of  bis  present  Majesty's 
Teign,  intitled,  <  An  Act  for  preventing 
frauds  and  abuses,  in  relation  to  the  send- 
ing and  receiving  of  letters  and  packets 
free  from  the  duty  of  postage,'  be  charged 
upon,  and  made  payable  out  of,  the  reve- 
nues arising  in  the  general  letter-office,  fx 
post-office,  or  office  of  postmaster-general. 

April  18.  1.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
109^41.  \9s.  A^d*  out  of  the  money  re- 
maining mmpplied,  of  the  winter  stoppi^ 
of  6^.  per  day,  made  on  the  noncommis- 
siooed  officers  and  private  men  of  the  re- 
giments of  cavalry,  serving  in  Germany  in 
the  last  war,  and  of  the  balance  of  the 
stock  purse  account  of  two  regiments  of 
csvaliy ;  and  also  out  of  the  monies  due 

SK>n  the  final  account,  ended  the  24th 
ec«,  1755,  of  William  earl  of  Chatham, 
formerly  paymaster  general  of  his  Majes- 
ty's forces ;  and  of  the  final  account  of 
tboinas   Calcraft,    esq.    late  paymaster 
of  the  royal  bounty  to  the  widows  of  the 
oficen  of  his  Majesty's  land  forces  and 
Btarinea^  and  the  widows  of  half-pay  offi- 
cers, ended  the  d44h  of  Dml,  1762;  ^ 
iko  out  of  the  monies  remaimng  in  the  of- 
fice of  thepay>4naster  general  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's forces  subject  to  the  disposition  of. 
(arliament;  be  applied  towards  making 
good  the  supply  granted  to  his  Majesty, 
Itfllrards  defraying  the  extraordinary  ex- 


pencei  of  his  Majesty's  land  forces,  and 
other  services,  incurred  to  the  23d  Dec, 
1768,  and  not  provided  for  by  parliament. 
And 

2.  That,  towards  making  good  the  sup- 
ply granted  to  his  Majesty,  there  be  ap- 
plied the  sum  of  59,879/.  8*.  5^(1.  remain- 
mff  in  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  on  the 
9th  April,  1769,  for  the  disposition  of  par- 
liament, over  and  above  the  surplus  or  the 
Sinking  Fund  then  remaiciing  for  the  same 
purpose. 

9.  That  the  &rtber  encourageneat  ^f 
the  growth  and  cuktrre  of  raw  silk,  in  bia 
Majesty's  cc^nies  and  plantations  in  Ame^ 
rica,  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  trade 
and  manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 

4.  That  a  bounty  on  the  importation  of 
raw  silk,  of  the  growth  and  produce  of  his 
Majesty's  colonies  and  plantations  in 
America,  will  be  a  proper  encouragement 
for  proHMting  the  growth  and  culture 
thereof  in  the  said  colonies  and  plantations. 
And 

5.  That  a  bounty  be  granted  upon  raw 
silk,  of  the  produce  of  his  Majesty's  colo- 
nies or  plantations  in  America,  imported 
directly  from  America,  under  proper  wegvir 
lations,  into  the  port  of  London,  for  the 
term  of  21  years,  m  mamier  following;  that 
is  to  say,  during  the  first  seven  years,  the 
sum  of  25/.  for  every  100/.  value  of  such 
raw  silk ;  during  the  next  seven  years,  the 
sum  oif  20/.  for  every  100/.  value  of  such 
raw  silk;  and,  during  the  last  seven  years, 
the  sum  of  15/.  for  every  100/.  vauie  of 
such  raw  silk ;  and  that  such  bounty  be 
paid  out  of  his  Majesty's  cuatoma. 

The  King's  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the 
Session, ^2     ^^7  ^*  '^^  King  put  an  end 

*  "  The  allusion  in  the  King'«s  Speech,  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  tu  the  perturbed  state 
of  the  pnblio  mind,  was  strongly  foundecl  io 
fact ;  for  at  no  period  of  history  was  a  more 
general,  audacious,  aod  clamorous  opposition 
exhibited  in  a  regular  goreroroent.  Before 
the  rising  of  parliament,  a  letter  was  received 
by  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Coromons, 
enumeraUng  supposed  encroach mepts  on  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  and  threateniog  another 
rerolutioB,  Every  artifice  was  used  to  increase 
the  fagr  of  the  public,  and  incite  them  to, make 
the  privilege  of  petitionbg,  reserved  by  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  the  means  ef  giving  pain  to  the 
Kiag,  and  conveying  sentiments  of  disloyalty 
to  the  foot  of  the  throne.  Among  the  engines 
used  to  forward  the  views  of  faction,  and  keep 
alive  the  irritability  of  the  popvlace,  was  Allen, 
the  father  of  the  unibrtnnate  youth  who  was 
killed  in  the  riot  ia  St  Qeorga's  FiekU-    A 
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to  the  session,  with  the  fidUowing  Speech 
lo  both  Houses : 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 
**  Having  thought  it  necessary  to  give 
so  early  a  commencement  to  the  present 
session  of  parliament,  I  am  glad  to  find, 

tomb-ttone  was  erected,  inscribed  on  all  sides 
with  inflammatory  narratif  es,  ?erses,  and  texts 
from  the  holy  scnptore,  describing  bis  late  in 
•crinMHiions  terms,  and  invoking  ven^peaneeon 
his  murderers.  The  parent  was  also  induced  to 
attend  at  St.  James's  with  a  petition  which,  in 
terms  of  reproach  and  clamorous  invective,  de- 
manded justice  against  '*  The  cruel  murderers 
of  bis  tieloved  child,  whose  blood  cried  aloud 
for  vengeance." 

'*  The  rage  of  publishing  disloyal  proclama- 
tions, under  the  form  of  petitions,  was  now 
H^cral,  and  the  county  of  Middlesex  took  the 
lead.  Fifteen  hundrra  and  sixty-fife  firee- 
bolders  signed  a  Petition  to  the  King,  contain- 
ing a  serias  of  aspersions  on  his  conduct  from 
the  period  of  bis  accession,  accusing  the  minis- 
ters of  treason,  and  praying  for  their  dismission. 
The  citizens  of  London  adopted  a  similar  mea- 
sure, and  made  their  conduct  still  more  con- 
spicuous by  altercations  with  the  secretary  of 
state,  and  lord  Huntingdon,  on  points  of  eti- 
4|uette.  Their  petition  was  an  abstract  of  that 
from  the  county  of  Middlesex,  with  some  addi- 
tions, and  was  presented  to  the  King  at  a  let ee. 
The  electors  of  Westminster  petiuoned  for  a 
dissolution  of  parliament,  and  their  example 
was  followed  by  many  countTes,  cities,  and 
towns  throughout  the  kingdom.  A  few  ad- 
dresses of  an  opposite  tendency  were  presented. 

"  Among  the  most  conspicuous  of  those 
whom  the  ragt  of  political  discussKMi  engaged 
in  publications,  was  an  anonymous  author,  who 
sent  his  productions  to  a  newspaper,  under  the 
signature  of  Junius.  His  essays  commenced 
With  the  present  ^ear,  and,  with  ooeasional  in- 
terruptions, continued  till  the  beginning  of 
1772.  In  him  the  ministry  found  a  serere  and 
formidable  censor :  his  information  was  exten- 
sif  e  and  minute,  and  applied  to  many  obiects 
which  were  supposed  to  be  secret.  He  detailed 
without  scruple  or  delicacy,  all  the  facts  in  his 
possession,  and  oAen  supplied  a  deficiency  of 
information  by  bold  conjecture  or  shameless 
fiction.  His  writings  were  distingubhed  by 
•ner^  of  thought,  perspicuity  of  style,  felicity 
or  illustration,  and  brilliancy  of  wit :  but  bis 
wit  was  scurrilous  and  nlhalignant ;  wounding, 
without  remorse,  the  honour  of  a  gentleman, 
the  feelings  of  a  father,  and  the  dignity  of  the 
sofereign.  Although  he  made  personal  topics 
the  principal  vehicles  of  his  satire,  his  know- 
ledge was  not  confined  to  mere  anecdote,  but 
comprised  a  general  acquaintance  with  the  laws 
and  constitution  of  the  country,  the  history  and 
usages  of  parliament.  Junius  was  long  the 
admiration  of  England,  but  perhaps  his  ulents 
were  too  highly  valued.  Many  political 
writsrs  befi>re  him  had  possessed  bis  sMlvan- 


that  by  vour  seal  and  assiduity  in  the  dig. 
patch  01  public  busmess,  I  am  now  enabled 
to  relieve  you  from  vour  attendance,  be- 
fore the  season  of  the  year  is  too  far  ad- 
vanced* 
**  I  cannot  put  an  end  to  the  sessioo, 

tages ;  and  whatever  opinion  may  have  beea 
studiously  diflfused  respecting  his  knowled^, 
wit,  and  ekiquence,  in  diese  reqnisiln  be  M 
not  excel  the  great  parly  champioas  of  tbeha 
reign,  Bolingbroke,  PuUeney,  aodCbeHnfieM. 
Tm  secrecy  in  which  he  eficctnally  iovoiTc4 
his  real  person,  was  highly  advaatageooi  ti 
him  as  a  writer.    It  fumisned  bim  with  tke 
opportunity  of  declaring  soch  senlimentt  u 
would  be  agreeable  to  the  public,  witboot  refe- 
rence to  any  opinions  he  might  preriomly  bm 
entertained,  and  enabled  him  to  assail  on  ia 
ever^  rank  and  condition  of  life,  witboot  pa» 
sibihty    of  relaKation,  or   dread  of  iBqQi7. 
Those  wbo.answered,  presented  a  foil  markn 
his  assaults,  and  their  principles,  nMODen,pri>* 
fessions,  and  even  their  habits,  were  unspaiu^f 
attacked,  while  he  remained  impsasire  to  re- 
proach, and  exempt  from  tlie  necessity  of  de- 
fence.   Perhaps  too  much  of  the  curiositj  ud 
eagerness  with  which  his  pabbcatiMi  wen 
reeeifed,  resulted  from  this  circomslaDCt  A 
series  of  satires  presented  for  so  loa^  apcnodf 
iWim  one  pen,  wouki  ha? e  ceased  to  exciti  re- 
gard, had  any  circumstance  respectisg  theio- 
thor  been  known.    Those  who  by  bia  ooDra- 
sation  could  ha?e  learned  hiv  seotiments,  bj 
his  connexions  could  bsTC  divined  his  moiifei, 
or  from  his  pursuits  hare  explored  his  ineui 
of    information,    would    soon   hare  beeooe 
languid  readers,  and  the  sensation  of  io^i^ 
rence,  spreading  from  several^irteis,  vooU 
have  extended  to  a  general  disregard,  pcrbi|ii 
to  contempt.    £?en  with  all  the  adnata^  be 
possessed,  Junius,  in  order  to  stimulate  the 
public  curiosity,  was  occasionally  compelled  t» 
assume  a  tone  of  brutal  ferocity,  which  redueed 
his  compositions  to  a  le?el  with  those  of\k 
most  profligate  UbeQers,  and  sanctiooed  the  Iip- 
putatlonof  a  motive  for  concealment,  very  it- 
mote  from  an  honourable  love  of  freedom  in  us 
declaratioo  of  his  opinious. 

*<  Anxious  to  gratify  to  the  uUnost  that  he» 
tious  disposition  on  which  the  success  of  bs 
productions  in  a  great  measure  depesded,  us 
writer  thought  fit  to  address  to  the  fvm 
through  his  accustomed  cbanoel,  a  rof^ 
virulent  attack  on  the  person,  conduct,  ami  ^ 
verament  of  the  King,  and  thresCeoed  geoen^ 
dissatisfiiction,  i«bellion,  and  revolutioo,  astbe 
result  of  the  present  measures.  By  tbia  letter, 
the  printer,  and  several  others  wbore-pobli&liH 
it,  incurred  the  penalties  of  the  law ;  but  tke 
popularity  of  the  author  was  not  dimisiabed  vj 
the  audacity  which  impelled  him  U»  tbeTcr^t 
of  treason.  . 

"  With  a  view  to  embarrass  goTerDmeoMw 

city  of  London  resolved  again  to  whb^ 
aldennan  Beckfbrd  lord  mayor.   Ad  atieopi 
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without  expressing  my  entire  approbatiop 
of  your  conduct ;  and  thanking  you  for 
that  clear  demonstration  which  your  pro- 
ceedmgSy  through  the  whole  course  of  the 
session,  have  anbrded  to  all  the  world,  of, 
die  affectionate  attachment  of  my  parlia- 

VBS  made  to  prevent  bb  election ,  by  referriiig 
to  some  bye-lawt  of  the  corporation,  passed  in 
the  reigna  of  Henry  6,  and  Henry  8,  by  which 
it  wts  declared  that  the  same  person  coald  not 
Mfre  the  office  of  lord  mayor  twice  within 
Kfen  years ;  bat  this  otyection  was  over-ruled 
by  precedents.  Mr.  Beckford,  declining  the 
proposed  hooour,  was  clamorously  urged  by 
the  livery,  and  at  length  agreed  to  accept  it. 
Lord  Holland,  who  bad  been  grossly  reflected 
on,  in  the  late  petition  of  the  lirery  to  the  King, 
wrote  to  the  late  lord  mayor,  requesting  to 
know  the  author  of  the  aspersion :  the  livery 
now  passed  resolutions,  avowiiie  the  intention 
to  apply  those  accusations' to  lord  Holland,  and 
orgiog  their  representatives  to  procure  his  im- 
peachment."   Adolpbns. 

"  During  the  summer,  discontents  arose  in 
Eo^and  to  a  greater  height  than  in  any  pre- 
ceiling  period  of  the  reign.  Although  the 
coDdoel  of  administration  respecting  America 
bad  its  share  in  ezcidng*dissatislaction,  yet  the 
cbief  cause  was  the  proceedings  against  Mr. 
Wilkes,  especially  with  regard  to  the  Middle- 
sex election.  The  nomination  of  Mr.  Luttrell 
ioTolved  in  it  a  totally  diflferent  onestioo  from 
the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Wilkes.  The  expulsion, 
whether  well  or  ill  founded,  was  a  question  of 
individual  conduct,  of  vihich  the  justice  or  In- 
justice terminated  in  Mr.  Wilkes  himself,  witb- 
oot  affecting  any  other  person ;  but  the  nomi- 
nation of  a  man  supported  by  a  minoritjr  in- 
vtiived  a  constitutional  right,  and  the  decision 
might  eventually  affect  many  others.  A  sub- 
ject which  so  greatly  aintated  and  interested 
the  pablic  mind,  nnturally  became  a  theme  of 
literary  discuwion,  and  the  ablest  men  were 
eo^fped  on  both  sides.  The  question  at  issue 
was,  Whether  expulsion  constituted  disqualifi- 
cation during  the  current  parliament  P  The 
supporters  of  the  affirmative  contended,  that  the 
power  of  disqualifying  persons  from  being 
members  of  its  body  was  inherent  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  that  its  exertion  could  be  de- 
nHMistrated  from  precedents.  The  force  of  Dr. 
Johnson  was  employed  on  this  side  of  the  ques- 
tioQ,  in  the  essay  which  was  entitled,  <*  False 
ilarm :"  and  his  chief  argument  was,  that  the 
power  of  disqualifying  expelled  members,  was 
neccssmry  to  the  House  of  Commons  ;  as  ex- 
pulsion with  re-eligibity  would  be  a  nominal, 
Hot  a  real  punishment.  He  also  quoted  the 
Case  of  sir  Kobert  Walpole,  and  dwelt  on  the 
iodividual  character  of  Mr.  Wilkes.  Political 
Expediency,  however,  could  not  prove  existing 
Uw  ;  and  individual  character  was  irrelatire  to 
^  question  of  pririlege  between  constituents  and 
bbe  representative  My.    The  writer  who  en- 


noent  to  my  person  and  government,  as 
well  as  of  their  steady  adherence  to  the 
true  interest  of  their  coiintry. 

"  It  was  with  much  satisfaction  that  I 
observed  your  particular  attention  to  those 
great  national  objects,  which,  at  the  open- 

tered  most  fully  and  minutely  into  this  qoestioo, 
upon  the  real  grounds  of  law  and  prec^ent, 
was  the  celebrated  Jnuius.  He  defiled  bis  ad- 
versaries to  produce  any  statute  applieable  to 
the  subject.  Tbe  precedent  on  which  ministers 
rested,  was  the  case  of  Walpole;  but,  as 
Junius  shews,  tbe  judgment  of  the  House  was 
quite  dififierent.  £8ee  Letter  xvi.  dated  Juty 
19th,  1769.]  Mr.  Wilkes  was  expelled,  so 
was  Mr.  Walpole ;  Mr.  Wilkes  was  re-elected 
by  a  majority  of  votes,  so  was  Mr.  Walpole. 
The  friends  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  opposing  can- 
didate, petitioned  pariiament,  that  he,  tnousii 
supported  by  a  minority,  should  be  returned ; 
the  House  determined  tnat  Mr.  Taylor  wai  not 
duly  elected.  Mr.  LuttreN,  supported  by  a 
minority,  was  declared  by  the  House  to  be  duly 
returned.  Mr.  Wilkes  was  declared  ineapabie 
of  being  elected,  because  be  had  been  expelled; 
Mr.  Walpole  was  declared  incapable  of  sitting 
in  parliament,  not  because  he  had  been  expelled, 
but  because  be  was  deemed  guilty  of  a  nreaeh 
of  trust  and  notorious  corruption  in  his  offidal 
character  of  secretary  at  war. 

<*  The  Middlesex  election  was  one  occasioii 
which  called  forth  the  epistolary  eloquence  Of 
this  renowned  writer ;  nut  the  objects  of  its 
exertkm  and  the  range  of  its  expatiation  were 
far  more  extensire.  JDuriog  tbe  supremacy  of 
the  Whigs,  tbe  infiuence  of  public  opinion  had 
very  rapidly  increased  tbooghont  the  English 
nation.  The  same  spirit  of  inquiry  that  had 
scrutinized  tbe  actions  of  the  Stuart  princes, 
operated  with  redoubled  force  after  the  Revolu- 
tion had  ascertained  the  extent  and  bounds  of 
{ privilege  and  prerogative ;  and  tbe  consequent 
aws  bad  sanctioned  the  use  of  freedom's  most 
powerful  engine,  the  press,  tried  and  proved  in 
the  contentions  of  the  Whigs  and  Tones  in  the 
reigns  of  William  and  Anne;  of  ministerial  and 
anti-ministerial  parties,  while  Walpole  sat  at  the 
helm  of  affairs :  the  efficacy  of-  this  energetic 
instrument  was  more  fully  essayed  since  the 
accession  of  the  present  sovereign  to  the  throne ; 
and  most  successfully  employ^  in  counteract- 
ing the  liberal  and  comprehensive  policy  which, 
without  respect  of  parties,  sought  official  fitness 
in  the  ministers  of  the  crown.  Misapprehend- 
ing, or  perverting  ingenuity,  charged  the  failure 
of  erroneous  or  premature  means  to  the  im- 
policy of  tbe  general  end ;  and  endeavoured  to 
demonstrate,  that  every  censurable  measure  of 
individmd  ministers  arose  from  the  new  system, 
and  that  the  only  remedy  for  tbe  evils  under 
which  tbe  country  and  \th  dependencies  labour, 
was  the  renewal  of  the  Whig  monopoly.  These 
were  tbe  propositions  which  the  parliamentary 
orators  of  the  aristocratical  confederac}'  wished 
to  incttlca^  themselves,  and  also  to  disseminate 
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iog  of  the  •easion,  Irecomoieiidedto  your 
more  UDiaediate  ooDHderalioa.  The  re- 
sult of  your  deliberaiionf ,  respecting  the 
late  aoooiritiotM  ia  the  East  Indies,  has 
diefra  that  you  were  no  nore  attentive  to 
Ifae  imniediate  benefit  arising  tberefron  in 

tbrec^h  litsrwy  co-s^jotori.  To  this  yfaalaax 
of  opposiUea  am  disooatent,  ceYsral  senateis, 
and  maay  wriiers,  who  were  not  perlizaas,  sd- 
hened ;  ii»  the  coarse  of  the  cootesis,  the  high 
and  growHig  authority  of  the  press  was  dotty 
more  mamfost*  smd  in  the  cstiroatiou  of  tlie 
maltitade  rivalled  parliameDt  itself,  and  the 
Whig  eoabioatioB  eotertsined  gai^Mias  hopes, 
that  throagb  iatriasic  fbros^  aided  hy  litorsry 
okN^aeDee  thai  fluned  the  popular  flaaso, 
Shey  shouM  at  length  suooeed  iu  restoring 
the  ferssor  system,  and  reeoveriag  tho  dl- 
Viotiou  of  the  royal  couaciis.  To  rtgaia  (br 
tfko  Whigs aad  their  supporters  thesole  posses- 
aiouof  the  politioal  forlrses,  foeght  theurefMui- 
piea  ionius^  Peraonsi  motives  evidsutly  ia- 
iaaied  this  writer  sgauist  iadkridaal  effieers 
of  the  erova«  whom  party  eoasMerttioos  ia- 
duoed  him  to  assail,  as  membeia  of  a  hofy 
which  was  to  he  driven  ifom  theoouoetla  of  the 
Kinp;,  to  nuthe  way  for  the  rsstsiation  of  the' 
Whiga.  He  hsgjui  his  warftre  in  Jaaoai^r 
X769i  by  a  general  viow  of  the  state  of  the 
coontry;  described  Britaioi  as  lateraaUyib- 
liuetsd,  aad  as  little  regavdsd  by  Ibreign 
ipowers:  aad  assuniog  the  truth  of  hieaoesuat, 
impaled  the  allegad  evils  to  the  new  system 
and  the  existing  taintstrsSi  fie  Ihenoe  de- 
eoeoded  to  speeifio  measuius^  aad  the  re- 
sfeotive  characters  of  the  chief  members 
of  the  administration;  with  a  two^fidd  pur- 
pose, of  deriving  the  eounsels  from  thenew 
plea  of  royal  pelicy,  and  its  alleged  framer 
and  eeaductor  lord  Bute  }  and  deaoaslraling 
that  the  chief  officers  of  the  crown  weie,  firom 
private  profli§^y,  poUic  oorroptioB.  or  politi- 
cal prepossessions,  the  fittest  for  carryiag  it  ioto 
esocotioa.  The  Middlesex  olectiony  nt  an  early 
period  of  his  work,  ailbrded  him  aa  opportuni- 
ty of  iDveighiag  agaiast  mioisiers,  aad  attack- 
iug  parliament  as  meanly  coudeseeading  to  be 
the  tool  of  goremment  is  violatiog  the  rights 
of  electors,  sod  depriving  Englishmen  of  tbeir 
eonslittttional  sod  most  valuable  fraochise. 
Keeping  directly  to  his  purpose,  be  deduced 
the  Middlesex  election  from  the  new  system, 
aad  the  mlnnters  who  bad  been  chosen  to 
render  it  eflfectual.  To  the  same  cause  be  as- 
cribed the  various  acts,  legislative,  executive, 
and  judicial,  which  he  reprobated  in  Uie  coiuie 
of  his  writings.  With  skilful  unity  of  design, 
the  details  sod  result  of  bis  eloquence,  were 
adapted  to  his  purposes  of  impressing  the  pub- 
lic with  an  opioioa,  that  the  whole  policy  of 
the  present  reign  had  been  uneonstttntaonal  in 
principles,  at  once  feeble  and  oppressive  in  ope- 
ratiea,  and  pernicious  in  effisct.  Advanced  not 
in  the  impassioned  hour  of  coateatieus  aad 
ieaiporary  debate,  but  in  an  uniform  series  of 


pobt  of  revenue,  than  to  the  secarin^  at 
aU  events,  the  permanent  commercia)  in- 
terests of  this  country^  and  guardlog 
against  every  possible  discouragement  to 
our  own  manutactures,  and  to  the  industij 
of  my  subjects.    What  more  remains  to 

deliberate  incukatioo,  such  sflsertioat  evidently 
conveyed  sn  iadirect  ceasore  of  tbe  sofereigD; 
but  arcoitous  attack  was  aot  sufficient  for  tkc 
purpose  of  Junius,  A  direct  addresi  to  ibe 
bag  himself,  he  thoagbt,  would  more  effec- 
tually  accomplish  the  end  for  wUicb  he  to- 
ployed  his  pea.  Compssed  with  exquisite 
skiU  and  great  ability ;  dezteroofily  adapifd  to 
tho  popular  prejudices,  and  tlie  views  ofihe 
WhigSp  his  letters  had  converged  a))  tiie  m 
of  discontent  iaio  one  foGUfii  oowwastheiii&e 
fi>r  eiEcitiag  a  flaoae,  which  sliouM  oodsuiu 
every  object  that  was  hostile  to  the  coofniencjr 
of  the  Whigs.  He  wrote  a  letter,  tbat  m- 
taioed  a  direct  and  virulent  attack  oo  the  coo- 
duct  and  ifovemmeat  of  tbe  King;  in  which 
the  errors  imputed'  to  tbe  aiooaich't  MHam^ 
tration  were  his  dereliction  of  tbe  policy  [Jo- 
nias's  Letter  to  the  King,  December  19ib, 
1769,]  of  his  two  predecessors;  his  choice  of 
sarvants  without  r^ard  to  the  Whig  coooec- 
tion,  his  employment  of  Sootcbmeo,  aad  the 
aeries  of  successive  measures  which  thne 
obanges  bad  produced.  Tbe  conseqiMccs 
(paid  Junius  to  his  sovereigo)  must  be  dissaiii- 
taotioB,.rebeUion«  and  rsvolotion:  pnless  lU 
Kjag  should  cease  to  govern  according  to  ba 
own  judgment  and  choice,  and  sbuald  yieklhs 
underrtaadiog  and  will  to  tbe  implicit  directly 
of  a  party.  Such  was  the  okcct  and  natart 
of  the  Letters  of  Junius,  which  cootiooctl  ts 
be  published  for  near  tour  yeara;  aad  i(*  iosare 
almost  unprecedented  circulatisa  tbrougb  tbe 
unioa  of  the  prevalent  rioleace  of  popular  li* 
eentbusness,  with  vigoroos  and  maaterij'  cgib- 
position.  For  clearness,  precisioD,  aod  feree 
of  style»  select  phraseology,  dexterous  ariao^ 
meet,  impressiveness  of  manner,  giviog  uk 
materials  the  mosi  pointed  efiiect,  these  pro- 
doctioas  bare  rarely  been  exceeded,  and  Bit 
often  e%ualled,  by  political  pohlicatioDs;  Mt 
be  who  shaU  look  into  Junius  for  a  cloae  cUa 
of  antecedents  and  consequeats,  facta,  aodl^pj 
timato  inferences,  will  be  disappointed,  bjKU^ 
iag  for  what  the  author  never  ^n^^^'^  ,  J 
stow,  and  what  would  not  hare  aaswered  i|n 
purpose.  Junius  could  reaaoo  dear))'  u^ 
strongly  ;  but  be  did  not  constantly  ugte  c0Qj 
clusively,  because  his  object  wss,  not  to  eoj 
lighten  tbe  understanding,  but  to  inflame  t»^ 
passions.  He  gratified  tbe  people  bjf  repeat^ 
ing  to  tbem,  in  strong  and  nervuua  lao^*^ 
tbeir  own  notions  and  feeimgs:  he  pl«a^ 
them  act  by  tbe  justness  of  perforiuaace,  w 
by  dexterously  chiming  their  far oanic  uiotfj 
His  charges  against  tbe  dukes  of  GraAoo  ^ 
Bedford  represent  those  noblemeo  as  the  pon 
profligate  and  abandoned  men  that  ever  os 
disgraced  tbe  British  senate  or  cabioet;  wi 
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be  done,  for  securing  the  possesrion  of 
those  valuable  acquisitions,  you  will,  I 
doubt  not,  proceed  to  provide  tor,  wiUi  all 


convenientdispatch,  at  your  next  meeting,    your  firm  support  in  the  proeecutbn  of 
..  itL ^^i^x.  »  1. —  -.^1 them.    Nothings  m  my  opinion,  could  be 

more  Kkely  to  enable  the  well  disposed 


North  Amfrica,  have  beim  already  laid 
before  jrou.  They  have  received  your  ap- 
probation; and  you  have  assured  me  of 


<<  The  measures  which  I  have  taken  re- 
garding the  late  unhappy  disturbances  in 

what  tin  partial  estimator  of  political  characters 
would  fbnn  his  jodgment  from  accosatioDS  that 
were  substantiated  by  no  proof,aDd  totaOy  inoon* 
sistent  whh  probability  ?  The  illustrions  Mans- 
field he  described  as  a  most  corrupt  and  unjust 
jadge,  as  a  meaa  time-serviog  and  unpriDCipled 
emiTtier,  and  as  a  Jacobite,  ioiroical  to  the  King 
and  government  which  he  professed  to  support. 
What  weight  would  au  impartial  ioFesti^tor 
of  nierit  ^low  to  soch  calumnious  allmtUons, 
not  only  unsupported  by  any  proof,  but  dis- 
proTed  oy  the  whole  tenor  and  course  of  the 
fife  and  conduct  of  their  object  Aware,  that 
in  the  misapprehension  of  party  rage,  the 
ihnder  of  dignity  and  merit  was  one  road  to 
]K>pulartty,  Junius  insulted  a  much  more 
exalted  oiaracter,  and  completed  his  calumny 
\Y  charges  which  were  eaually  fhlse  and  sedi- 
tious. Histoiy,-  after  taking  a  retrospectire 
view  of  Grecian  and  Roman  demagogues,  will 
icarcely  be  able  to  present  snch  an  instance  of 
invective,  ingenious  and  inflammatory ;  scur- 
tHfty,  nervons  and  elegant ;  plausible  sophis- 
try, impressive  declamation,  poignant  and 
tarcastic  malic^  as  in  the  Englisn  orator  of  the 
If  on  Mask.  These  anonymous  effusions  were 
not  prized  only  by  snch  critics  as  composed 
Mr.  Wilkes's  election  mobs,  but  by  readers  of 
real  abilities  and  learning,  who,  hostile  to  go* 
Temmeot,  and  approTing  the  spirit  which  tney 
breathed,  did  not  rigorously  scrutinize  the  ar- 

Kments;  men  of  taste,  charmed  with  the 
luties  of  the  composition,  overlooked  the 
msoDing  and  tendency ;  and  never  was  a  po- 
Ktieal  work  more  unirersally  perused  than  the 
letters  of  Junius. 

^  Ministen,  aware  of  the  prerailing  discon- 
te&ts,  endearoured  to  procure  addresses  which 
miffbt  coonteract  the  popular  spirit,  but  were 
in  england  by  no  means  socceasful.    Essex, 
Kent,  Surry,  and  Salop,  were  the  only  coun- 
ties; die  onrrersities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
tlie  cities  of  Bristol  and  Coventry,  and  Uie 
town  of  Liverpool,  the  only  corporations  of 
sete  that  expressed  the  sentunents  desired  by 
government.     From  Bcotland,  however,  the 
tddresses  were  more  nuoaerous  and  agreeable 
t»  ministry.     Petitions,  on  the  contrary,  were 
presented  from  many  counties,  cities,  and  cor- 
porations, and  these  were  of  two  very  different 
classes:    one  set,  thouf^h  explicit,  was  tem- 
perate; and,  thouji^h  forcible,  decorous:  of  this 
^ecies,  the  best  written  and  most  distinguished 
Were  from  Buckinghamshire  and  Yorkshire, 
Supposed  to  have  b^o  respectively  framed  by 
Mr.  Burke  and  sir  George  Saville.     These 
^niined  themselves  to  the  rights  of  election, 
>Wbich  they  asserted  to  be  violated  ;  and,  either 
^directly  or  expressly,  prayed  for  a  dissolution 


of  parUament.  The  other  dass,  thoi^h  nomi- 
nally petitions,  were  false  and  indecent  remon* 
strances ;  of  these,  the  most  noted  and  promt* 
nent  were  from  Middlesex  and  the  city  of  |^n- 
don.  They  professed  to  review  the  whola 
series  of  acts  during  his  present  Maiesty's  reign. 
According  to  their  account,  the  King  nad  been 
unilbrroljf  directed  by  profligate  counsellorsy 
who  had  inftned  into  the  royal  mind  sentiments 
and  counsels  of  the  most  uangemns  tendenc  j 
to  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  his  sobiects  ; 
from  those  pemieions  counsels,  aeoordmg  to 
their  asseilion  and  enumeration,  nad  proceeded 
the  corruption  of  all  the  orders,  and  violation 
of  the^  most  sacred  rights  of  Enjglisbmen ;  and 
the  reign  of  the  King  was  a  tissue  of  unjust, 
tyramiical,  and  cruel  sets,  flowing  from  the 
lei^islatiye,  exeeotive,  and  judicative  estates: 
after  this  statement,  fbey  proceeded  to  pray, 
that  he  would  banish  from  his  royal  fiivour, 
trost,  and  confidence,  his  evil  and  pernicious 
counsellors.  Though  the  tenor  and  Unguage 
of  the  Middlesex  and  London  petidons  were 
essentially  the  same,  the  latter  was  rendered 
more  notorious,  by  the  perseverance  of  un- 
founded expostulation  with  which  its  promoters 
obtruded  their  abusive  charges  noon  their  sove- 
reign. False  as  many  of  the  idlqg^tions 
were,  yet,  comrog  from  the  most  opulent  body 
in  the  icragdom,  they  had  very  great  inflnence 
in  spreading  the  discontents,  and  the  dissatis- 
faction had  risen  to  an  extraordinary  height 
before  the  meeting  of  the  legislatore.**    Bisset« 

*^  The  ferment  raised  in  the  nation  by  the  lata 
decision  of  the  House  of  Commons  seemed  in 
the  mean  time  daily  to  increase  in  violence.  A 
very  bold  Petition  was  presented  to  the  King 
by  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
in  which  they  enlarged  on  the  uniform  ten- 
dency of  the  measures  of  the  present  reign  to 
destroy  that  harmony  which  ought  to  subsist 
between  the  prince  and  the  people ;  and  they 
conclnded  a  long  catalogue  of  grievances  and 
apprehensions,  by  declaring,  that  the  right  of 
election  had  been  wrested  from  them  %  the 
unprecedented  seating  of  a  candidate  who  was 
never  chosen  by  the  county ;  who,  even  to  be- 
come a  candidate,  was  obliged  fraudulently  to 
vacate  his  seat  in  parliament.  *  Deign  then,' 
say  they,  *  most  gracious  sovereign,  to  listen 
to  the  prayer  of  the  roost  faithful  of  your  sub- 
jects, and  to  banish  from  your  royal  favor, 
trost,  and  confidence,  for  ever,  those  evil  coun- 
sellors who  have  endeavoured  to  alienate  your 
Majesty's  affections  from  your  most  sincere 
and  dutiful  subjects,  and  who  have  traitorously 
dared  to  depart  from  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
those  laws,  which  have  secured  the  crown  of 
these  realms  to  the  House  of  Brunswick.' 
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among  my  BubjectSy  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  effectualiv  to  discourage  and  defeat 
the  designs  of  the  factious  ood  seditious, 
than  the  hearty  concurrence  of  every 
branch  of  the  Wislature  in  the  resolution 
of  maintaining  the  execution  of  the  hiws 

'<  The  city  of  Loodoo  presented  a  Petition  to 
the  same  purport.  But  the  city  of  West- 
•  minster,  sensible,  as  they  professed,  that  deci- 
sive measures  are  the  best  |)olicy ,  petitioned  ex- 
pressly for  sn  immediate  dissofution  of  parlia- 
ment The  county  of  York,  and  fourteen 
other  principal  counties,  with  many  opulent 
cities  and  towns,  followed  this  example ;  but  it 
is  not  to  be  imagined  that  they  could  flatter 
tbemselTes  with  any  serious  expectation  of 
success.  A  few  counter  addresses  were,  with 
great  difficulty,  procured  by  the  court,  and  one 
in  particular  from  a  respectable,  though  in 
number  an  inconsiderable  proportion  of  mer- 
chants of  London,  who,  in  their  procession  to 
8t  James's,  were  grossly  insulted  by  the  popu- 
lace. The  tumult  alarmingly  increasing  as 
they  approached  the  palace,  the  Riot  Act  wss 
read  at  the  palace-gate;  and  lord  Talbot,  lord 
steward,  attempting  to  interpose,  had  his  staff 
of  office  broken  in  his  hand.  Several  persons 
were  after  a  daring  resistance  taken  into  custody 
by  the  military,  but  the  indictments  subse* 

fnently  preferred  against  them  at  Westminster 
lall  were  all  thrown  out  by  the  grand  jurj. 
'^  Amidst  the  innumerable  multitude  of  poli- 
tical publications,  in  which  the  conduct  of  the 
£  resent  administration  was  arraigned  in  the 
itterest  terms  of  severity,  the  national  attention 
was  particularly  attracted  by  a  series  of  lettera 
appearing  under  the  signature  of  Junius,  and 
written  in  a  stj[le  so  masterly  as  to  be  generally 
deemed,  in  point  of  composition,  equal  to  any 
literary  productions  in  the  Enclish  language. 
They  consisted,  however,  of  little  else  than 
splendid  declamation  and  poignant  invective, 
and  discovered  a  cool  and  oeliberate  malignity 
of  disposition,  which,  now  the  passions  and 
follies  of  the  day  have  ranished,  and  given 
place  to  other  passions  and  otlier  follies,  must 
eicite  disgust  at  least  proportionate  to  our  ad- 
miration. Of  these  celebrated  letters,  by  far 
the  most  memorable  is  that  addressed  to  the 
King,  in  which  the  writer,  with  equal  elegance 
and  encrgjr  of  diction,  exhibits  to  the  view  of 
his  sovereign  a  most  striking  and  faithful 
picture  of  bis  administration.  *  Whichever 
way,'  says  this  anonymous  and  invisible 
speaker,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  epistle,  *  yon 
turn  your  eyes,  you  see  nothing  but  perplexity 
and  distress.  You  have  still  anlionourahle  part 
to  act— Discard  those  little  personal  resent- 
ments which  have  too  louff  directed  your  pub- 
lic conduct— come forwaroto your  people— lay 
aside  the  wretched  formalities  of  a  king— -tell 
them  you  have  been  fatally  deceived.  This  is 
not  a  time  to  trifle  with  your  fortune — ^the  peo- 
nle  of  Eug^land  are  loyal  to  the  House  of 
Hanover,  not  from  a  vain  preference  of  one 


in  everf  part  of  my  dominions.  And  there 
is  nothmg  I  more  ardently  wish  for,  tbao 
to  see  it  produce  that  good  effect. 

**  With  respect  to  foreign  affiurs,  mj 
own  determination,  as  well  as  the  assur- 
ances given  me  by  the  other  powers  of 

family  to  another,  but  from  a  osDvidioD  tba 
the  establishment  of  that  family  wu  neoemrr 
to  the  support  of  their  civil  and  religjou  liber- 
ties.  This,  Sir,  is  a  principle  of  tUcfifiaiitt 
equally  solid  and  rational,  fit  for  £osiisfamn 
to  adopt,  and  well  worthy  of  your  MajettT's 
encouragement.  We  cannot  long  be  diJaded 
by  nominal  distinctions — the  nameof  Stuirtof 
itself  is  only  contemptible ;  armed  with  tbe 
sovereign  authority,  their  principles  are  fonoi- 
dable — ^the  prince  who  imitates  their  oooduct 
should  be  warned  by  their  example,  aod,  while 
he  plumes  himself  upon  the  security  of  bis  title 
to  tne  throne,  should  remember,  that,  ts  it  ve 
acquired  by  ene  rerolution,  it  may  beloa  b; 
another.' 

•*  On  the  appearance  of  thb  letter,  the  At- 
torney General  had  orden  immediatelv  to  file  t 
bill  ex  officio  in  the  court  of  Kiog^s-beiK^ 
against  the  publisher  Woodfell,  forutterioct 
fabe  and  seditious  libel.  Lord  Mansfield,  vtio 
presided  on  the  trial,  in  summing  up  tbe  eri- 
deuce,  informed  the  jury,  that  the  fact  of  piil»- 
lication  was  all  that  came  under  tbeir  eogvi- 
zanoe— the  question  of  libd  or  no  libel  bm^i 
mere  question  of  law,  to  be  decided  bj  tbe 
Court  This  distinction  most  nnqaegtioBiUr 
was  not  authorized  by  the  antieot  jNrtcticeof 
the  Courts,  thou|[h  in  modern  times  u  had  gn- 
dually  advanced  itself  into  an  establisbed  prie- 
ciple  of  jurisprudence.  But  it  is  evideot  tbat, 
if  this  doctrine  be  admitted,  the  proper  ue  uf 
juries  is  wholly  superseded ;  and  the  jodge  if 
made,  what  the  constitution  never  iatmed 
him  to  be— the  atbtter  of  the  fate  of  bis  fellos- 
subjects.  In  reality,  it  might  as  plausibly  k 
asserted,  that,  in  the  cases  of  murder  or  rob* 
bery,  the  mere  fact  of  deprivation  of  life,  k 
seizure  of  property,  should  be  fooad  by  iIm 
jury,  and  the  judge  be  left  to  pronoonce  opai 
the  criminality  or  innocence  of  the  actioo,  a 
that  the  question  of  law  and  fsct  should  he 
separated  m  the  matter  of  libel.  Lord  BUa)* 
field  himself  was  compelled  in  the  present  in- 
stance to  ailmit  the  power  of  the  jury  to  ioclwlej 
both  in  a  general  verdict,  though  be  affimed 
the  exercise  of  thb  power  to  be  iocompatile 
with  their  duty  and  their  oath.  That  tbe  de- 
termination  of  any  mere  question  of  U'w 
arising  out  of  the  circumstances  or  facU  p^'^ 
in  evidence,  property  and  solely  appertaios  ii 
the  Court,  has  never  been  disputed;  ao<'^ 
deed  such  mere  question  of  Uw  is  oere r  sobj 
mitted  to  the  jury  :  but  it  is  on  tbe  other  ba^ 
equally  clear  to  common  sense,  that  wbeo  M 
cbaige  or  criminal  allmtion,  conpooDded  a 
it  must  necessarily  be  m  law  and  fact,  is  r^ 
red  to  the  jury,  they  betray  the  trust  rejKSi^ 
in  themi  if,  when  the  law  is  sufficiently  *pp 
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Europe,,  continue  the  same  as  I  comniu- 
lucated  to  you  at  the  beginning  of  this 
lession:  ana»  however  unsuccessful  my  at- 
tempts have  proved  for  preventing  the  un- 
fortunate rupture  which  has  happened  be- 
tween Russia  and  the  Porte,  1  shall  not 
fail  to  use  my  good  offices  towards  re- 
ftoring  peace  between  those  powers ;  and 
I  trust  that  the  calamities  of  war  will  not 
extend  to  any  other  part  of  Europe. 

"Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

*'  Mv  particular  thanks  are  due  to  you, 
tt  well  for  the  Supplies  which  you  have 
gnnted  me  for  the  services  of  the  current 
je&fy  as  for  the  provision  which  you  have 
made  for  enabling  me  to  disduirge  the 
iebt  incurred  upon  account  of  my  civil 
government.  Your  readiness  in  relieving 
se  from  the  difficulties  increasing  upon 
se  from  the  continuance  of  that  debt,  I 
ball  ever  consider  as  an  additional  motive 
(H*  me  to  endeavour  to  confine  the  ex- 
lences  of  my  civil  government  within  such 
KHinds  as  the  honour  of  my  crown  can 
Kffisibly  admit  of. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 
**  It  gives  me  great  concern  to  be  ob- 
liged to  recommend  to  you,  with  more 
than  ordinary  earnestness,  that  you  would 
bU,  in  your  several  countries,  exert  your 
utmost  efforts  for  the  maintenance  of  pub- 
b'c  peace,  and  of  good  order  among  my 
people.  You  must  be  sensible  that  what- 
Brer  obstructs,  in  any  degree,  the  regular 
sxecution  of  the  laws,  or  weakens  the  au- 
Jiority  of  the  magistrate,  must  lessen  the 

est,  they  relinquisb  tbeir  grand  oonititotional 
ffivilege  of  deciding  on  the  guilt  or  inooeence 
f  the  person  tociMcd.  lo  cases  of  pecnltar 
ifficuUy,  the  jury  are  iadeed  with  great  pro- 
nety  permittni  to  return  a  special  verdict,  io 
bich  the  facts  only  are  found,  and  it  is  left  to 
le  Coartto  apply  the  law  in  conformity  to 
icb  speeifie  statement :  and  surely  it  may  be 
lowed  by  those  who  are  most  deeply  versed  in 
t  mysteries  of  the  law,  that  a  jar^,  however 
capable  in  certain  cases  to  determine,  i.  e.  to 
derstand  the  law  with  the  best  assistance  of 
&  pleaded  and  of  the  Court,  are  at  feast  com- 
teot  to  judge  whether  they  do  understand  it 
not.  After  long  deliberation,  the  jury  im- 
nnel  led  in  the  present  cause  returned  their  ver- 
:t,  "  Goiity  of  priotini;  and  publishing  onljr ;" 
OS  virtaally  neg^ativing  the  seditious  meaning 
d  intention,  which  being  of  the  essence  of  the 
«rge,  though  according  to  the  new  doctrine 
]neetion  of  pnre  law,  the  verdict  amounted  to 
i  aboolate  acquittal,  and  the  defendant  Wood- 
II  was  diacharsred  amidst  the  nniversal  and 
iboaodcd  acclamations  of  the  people/' 
dshaiD. 

(Vol.  XVJ.] 


only  <8ecurit^  which  my  people  can  hava 
for  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  their 
rights  and  liberties.  From  your  endea- 
vours in  this  common  cause,  I  promise  my* 
self  the  most  salutary  efiect^  On  my  part, 
no  countenance  or  support  shall  be  want- 
ing :  for  as  I  have  ever  made,  and  ever 
shall  make,  our  excellent  constitution  the 
rule  of  my  own  conduct ;  so  shall  I  alwaya 
consider  it  as  equally  my  duty  to  exert 
every  power  with  which  that  constitution 
has  entrusted  me,  for  preserving  ii  safe 
from  violations  of  every  kind;  beins fully 
convinced,  that  in  so  doing,  I  shall  most 
effectually  provide  for  the  true  interest 
and  happmess  of  my  people.'' 

• 
The  Parliament  was  then  prorogued  to 
the  14<th  of  June;  and  was  afterwards 
further  prorogued  to  the  9th  of  January 
1770. 


THIRD  SESSION 

OF    THE     ' 

THIRTEENTH   PARLIAMENT 

OF 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

1770. 

The  King's  Speech  on  Opening  the  Ses* 
«o«.]  Jan.  9,  1770.  The  King  went 
to  the  House  of  Peers  and  opened  the 
Session  with  the  following  Speech  to  both 
Hpuses : 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

<<  It  is  wiih  much  concern  that  I  find 
myself  obliged  to  open  the  session  of  par* 
liament,  with  acquamting  you,  that  the 
distemper  amons  the  Homed  Cattle  haa 
lately  broke  out  m  this  kingdom,  notwith- 
standing every  precaution  that  could  be 
used  for  preventmg  the  infection  from  fo- 
reign parts :  upon  the  first  notice  of  its 
actual  appearance,  my  next  attention  was 
to  endeavour  to  stop,  u  possible,  its  further 

S regress ;  and  as  tne  success  of  those  en* 
eavours  must,  in  all  probabititVy  have 
been  entirely  defeated  bv  any. the  least 
degree  of  delay  in  the  application  of  them» 
I  thought  it  absolutely  necessary,  with  the 
advice  of  my  privy  council,  to  give  imme- 
diate directions  for  every  step  to  be  taken, 
that  appeared  most  capable  of  checking 
the  instant  danger  of  the  spreading  of  tha 
infection,  until  I  could  have  an  opportu* 
nity  of  consulting  my  parliament  upon 
some  more  permanent  meajwres  for  9eouir« 
[«T] 
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ifig  U8  against  so  great  a  calamitjr ;  and  to 
your  immediate  and  serious  coosideratioii, 
1  earnestly  recommend  this  Tery  important 
object* 

**  I  have  given  my  parliament  repeated 
assurances,  that  it  has  always  been  my 
fixed  purpose  to  preserve  the  general  tran- 

aoillityy  maintaining,  at  the  same  time, 
le  dignity  and  honour  of  my  crown,  to- 
gether witn  the  just  rights  and  interests  of 
my  people;  the  uncommon  burthens  which 
my  subjects  have  borne  so  cheerfully,  in 
order  to  bring  tlie  late  war  to  a  faiappy 
conclusion,  must  be  an  additional  motive 
to  make  me  vigilant  to  prevent  the  present 
disturbances  in  Europe  from  extending  to 
any  part  where  the  security,  honour,  or 
interest,  of  this  nation  may  make  it  neces- 
sary for  my  crown  to  become  a  parhr : 
the  assurances  which  I  receive  from  the 
other  great  powers,  afford  me  reason  to 
believe,  that  my  endeavours  will  continue 
.to  be  successful.  I  shall  still  make  the 
general  interests  of  Europe  the  object  of 
my  attention,  and  while  I  steadilv  support 
my  own  rights,  I  shall  be  equally  careful 
not  to  acknowledge  the  claims  of  any 
other  powers,  contrary  to  the  limitations 
of  the  late  treaties  of  peace. 

**  It  is  needless  for  me  to  recommend  to 
the  serious  attention  of  my  parliament 
the  state  of  my  government  in  America ; 
I  have  endeavoured,  on  my  part,  by  every 
means,  to  brinff  back  my  subjects  there  to 
their  duty,  and  to  a  due  sense  of  lawful 
authority.  It  gives  me  much  concern  to 
inform  you,  that  the  success  of  my  endea- 
vours has  not  answered  my  expectations ; 
and  that,  in  some  of  my  colonies,  many 
persons  have  embarked  in  measures  highly 
unwarrantablei  and  calculated  to  destroy 
the  commerctal  connection  between  them 
and  the  mother  country. 

<*  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

**  I  have  ordered  the  proper  Estimates 
for  the  service  of  the  current  year  to  be 
laid  before  you.  I  am  persuaded  that 
your  affection  for  my  person  and  govern- 
ment, and  your  zeal  lor  the  public  good, 
will  induce  you  to  grant  such  supplies  as 
ara  necessary ;  and  you  may  be  assured 
that,  on  m}r  part,  they  shall  be  managed 
with  the  strictest  oeconomy. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

**  As  tne  welfare  and  prosperity  of  my 
people  have  always  been  the  object  of  my 
wishes  and  the  rule  of  my  actions,  so  I 
am  persuaded,  from  my  experience  of  your 
conduct,  that  you  will  be  governed  in 
your  proceedings  by  the  same  principles : 


my  ready  eoncurrenoe  and  lopport,  it 
every  measore  that  nunr  serve  to  promote 
those  ends,  you  n»y  always  depend  upon. 
On  you  it  will  be  now  more  than  everin* 
cumbent,  most  carefully  to  avoid  ill  beiti 
and  animosities  amongst  vouneWes,  ind 
to  cultivate  that  spirit  of  narmooy  vbicb 
becomes  those  who  have  hut  ooe  cooudoq 
object  in  their  view,  and  which  maybe 
most  likely  to  give  authority  and  efficacj 
to  the  result  of  your  delibentions;  such  i 
conduct  on  your  part  will,  above  all  thingi, 
contribute  to  maintain,  in  their  propec 
lustre,  the  strength,  the  reput8tion»aDdtltt 
prosperity,  of  this  country ;  to  strengthea 
the  attachment  of  my  subjects  to  that  ex* 
cellent  constitution  of  government  from 
which  they  derive  such  distinguished  ad* 
vantages ;  and  to  cause  the  6rm  rdiaDce 
and  confidence  which  I  have  in  the  wis- 
dom of  my  parliament,  as  w^  as  in  their 
zeal  for  the  true  interest  of  my  people,  to 
be  justified  and  approved,  both  at  hoot 
and  abroad  *•" 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Addrm  tj 
Thank$>\  ]     His  Majesty  having  retired, 

*  This  Speech  was  unsparioj^ly  ridieoM 
in  public  the  prints,  and  the  sessioo  wu  nick- 
named  the  Horned  Cattle  Session. 

t  The  following  is  from  the  Gentlemaa's  Mi* 
gazioe  for  January  1770. 

A  short  Sketch  of  the  Debate  in  dit  Hoom 
of  Lords,  January  9f  1770. 

The  Speech  was  moved  for  by  the  dake  rf 
Aacaster,  and  seconded  by  lord  Dimmore,  a 
Scottish  peer. 

Lord  ChtUham  waa  the  neit  of  en- 
seqacnee  who  spoke :  he  ooodeaaaed  io  tht 
strongest  and  most  emphatic  tenBS,tbeiii€i- 
pacitatiog  vote  of  the  Boose  of  Conmwitb? 
which  they  had  i^ed  Mr.  WHkct,  aadfetfcA 
Mr.  Lattrell  in  his  place,  in  direct- tiolalioo" 
the  laws  of  the  land,  and  to  the  otter  aubfcM 
of  our  free  oonstitalion.    He  was  followed  by 

Lord  Chancellor  Camdm^  who  declami  ^ 
he  had  accepted  the  seals  at  first  without  •>? 
conditions;  that  he  meant  not,  therefore,  tobt 
trammelled  by  his  Majesty,  I  beg  poidua,  w 
he,  by  his  ministerB :  that  be  had  saflered  bio- 
self  to  be  so  too  long ;  that,  fbr  ooaic  time,  bt 
had  beheld,  with  silent  indignatioD,  the  arbi- 
trary measures  which  were  portoing  bT  tbe 
ministry ;  that  he  had  ohmt  divoped  aad  boof 
down  his  head  io  oooncil,  and  disap|iroved,  by 
his  kftoks,  those  steps,  which  he  ksew  bif 
avowed  oppotitiiHi  oonld  not  preveot;  thaij 
however,  he  woald  do  so  no  longer,  but  woiiu 
openly  and  boMly  speak  bis  seotimoit^ 
That,  as  to  the  incapacitating  vole,  be  «»  " 
the  sameopinion  with  the  noble hwdi  wbo  ipt 


If 
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The  Dake  of  Ancatkr  moved,  <'  That 
aa  homble  Addrew  be  preaented  to  hh 
Majee^,  to  return  hia  Majeaty  the  thanka 
of  this  Houae,  for  hia  moat  gracioua  Speech 
from  the  throne* 

<<  To  asaore  hia  Majeatir,  that  it  la  with 
the  greateat  ooncem  we  luiTe  tt&deratood 
chat  the  diatemper  among  the  Homed 
Cattle  haa  lately  broke  out  in  thia  king- 
dom ;  to  expreaa  our  gratitude  for  hb  Ma- 
jesty's patenud  care  and  attention  to  the 
welfare  of  his  people  in  the  atepa  which  it 
has  pleaaed  hia  Majesty  to  take,  hy  and 
mth  the  advice  of  hia  privy  connol,  to 
check  the  instant  danger  of  the  apreading 
of  the  diatemper  upon  die  first  notice  of 
its  appearance ;  and  to  assure  hia  Majeaty, 
that  we  will  imawdiately  enter  into  the 


before  bim ;  that  be  considered  it  as  a  direct 
ittack  upon  the  first  priociplefe  of  the  constitu- 
tioo ;  and  that  Sf,  iu  giving  hb  decbion  as  a 
judge,  he  was  to  pay  any  regard  to  that  vote, 
sr  any  other  vote  of  the  House  of  Cnmnons,  in 
oppositkni  to  the  koowa  and  estaMbhed  bwa  of 
the  bnd,  he  shooM  look  upon  hioaself  as  a 
tratlsr  to  hb  treat,  and  aa  eneny  to  hb  ooun- 
try ;  Chat  the  ministry,  by  their  violent  and 
tvrannical  condact,  had  alienated  the  minds  of 
the  people  from  his  Majeity*s  government,  he 
bad  almost  said,  from  his  Ma|eftty's  person; 
that  in  conseonence,  a  spirit  of  discontent  had 
spread  itself  rato  every  comer  of  the  kingdom, 
sod  was  every  day  enereasfng ;  and  that  if 
soDe  methods  were  not  deviaed  to  appease  the 
cbffloan  tiMt  so  oniversalljr  prevailed,  he  did 
not  know  but  the  people,  in  despair,  might 
tare  their  own  avengers,  and  take  the  redress 
of  their  grievances  into  their  own  bands.  In  a 
«ord,  be  accased  the  ministry,  if  not  in  express 
terms,  yet  by  direct  im|)lication,  of  having 
formed  a  conspiracy  against  the  fiherties  of 
their  country. 

Lord  Man^ld  was  the  next  that  spoke, 
sad  be  began  in  such  a  manner,  that  many 
people  imagined  be  was  going  to  make  the 
Mme  deebration  as  the  Chancellor.  He 
owned,  indeed,  that  as  to  his  character  as  a 
judge,  be  was  perfectly  of  the  same  opinion, 
ind  that  if,  in  giving  hb  decision  in  any  court 
of  justice,  be  was  to  have  an  eye  to  the  inca- 
pacitating voteof  theCommobs,  he  sfaoold  look 
Dpon  himself  as  the  greatest  of  tyrants,  and  the 
pretest  of  traitors  ;  that,  acvertheless,  with 
re^rd  to  this  vols  in  another  view,  he  woald 
say  nothing ;  that  be  bad  ofWa  been  asked  hb 
opinion  of  it,  in  pnUicand  in  private,  by  friends 
sod  by  strangers,  within  doors  and  without ; 
that  be  bad  never  given  his  opinion,  that  be 
fvould  not  now  give  it,  and  he  did  not  know 
but  be  might  carry  it  to  the  grave  with  him ; 
that  if  the  Commons  bsd  passed  an  nnjustifl* 
able  vote,  it  was  a  matter  between  Ood  and 
tiieir  owm  eoasdaoaei^  and  nobody  aba  had 


most  aeriotis  cooaideratkm  of  this  very 
important  object,  and  will  exert  our  ut- 
most endeavours  in  taking  such  eftecttial 
measttrea  aa  may  secure  us  against  so  great 
a  calamity. 

<«  To  return  our  thanka  to  hb  Majesty 
lor  the  repeated  assurances  his  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  give  us  of  hb  fixed 
purpose  to  preaerve  the  peace,  maintain- 
ing, at  the  aame  tmse,  the  dignity  of  hb 
crown,  and  the  interests  of  his  people. 

**  To  express  our  dutiful  sense  of  hb 
Majesty's  provident  attention  to  prevent 
the  necessity  of  involving  his  subjects  in. 
fresh  difficnniea,  after  the  great  burthens 
to  which  they  so  cheerfiiUy  submitted,  in 
order  to  bring  the  late  war  to  a  happy 
conchisSon;  and  our  satiafaction  to  find 
that  the  aasurances  given  to  hb  Majesty 


any  thing  to  do  with  it ;  and  that  at  all  events, 
for  their  lordships  to  take  notice  of  this  vote  iti 
their  Address  to  bb  Majesty,  was  tn  carry  up 
to  the  throne  a  railing  accosation  against  the 
Commons,  which,  perhaps,  might  excite  a 
flame  between  the  two  Houses,  that  might  not 
be  so  easily  allayed ;  and  that  he  tbereliire  dis- 
approved of  the  proposed  amendment.  Upon 
this. 

Lord  Chatham  rose  up  a  second  time,  and 
observed,  that  it  plainly  appeared  from  what 
the  noble  lord  had  said,  that  he  concurred  m 
sentiment  with  the  opposition ;  for  bad  be 
ooncarred  with  the  ministrjr,  be  would,  no 
doubt,  have  avowed  bb  opinion ;  that  it  now 
behoved  bim  eqaally  to  avow  it  in  favour  of 
the  people  ;  that  he  ought  to  do  so  as  an 
honest  man,  as  an  independent  man,  as  a  man 
of  courage  and  resolution  ;  that  to  say,  that  if 
the  Commons  had  passed  an  unjustifiable  vote, 
it  was  a  matter  between  Ood  and  their  own 
consciences,  snd  nobody  else  had  any  thing  10 
do  with  it,  was  such  a  strange  assertion  a|t  be 
bad  never  beard,  and  involved  a  doctrine  sub- 
versive of  the  constitution.  What!  if  the 
Commona  should  pass  a  vote  abolishing  this 
House,  abolishing  their  own  House,  and  sur- 
rendering to  the  crown  all  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  would  it  only  he  a  matter 
between  God  and  their  own  consciences,  and 
would  nobody  else  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
itP  Tou  would  have  to  do  with  it^I  should 
have  to  do  with  it^every  man  in  the  kingdom 
would  have  to  do  with  it-*4nd  every  man  in 
the  kingdom  would  have  a  right  to  iuMSt  upqy 
the  repeal  of  such  a  treasonable  vote,  and  to 
brluff  the  authors  of  it  to  condign  punishment. 
I  therefore  again  call  upon  the  noble  lord  to  de- 
clare his  opinion,  unless  be  will  lie  under  the 
imputation  of  being  consciooato  himself  ot  the 
illegality  of  the  vote,  and  yet  being  restrained, 
by  some  unworthy  motivOi  froai  avowing  it 
to  the  world. 

Lord  Mansfield  replied  not 
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by  the  other  grekt  powers  of  Europe',  af- 
ibrd  reason  to  hope  that,  without  preju- 
dice either  to  the  honour  of  his  crown,  the 
\  rights  of  his  people,  or  the  general  in- 
terests of  Europe,  it  may  still  be  in  his 
Majesty's  power  to  continue  to  his  sub- 
jects the  rarther  enjoyment  of  the  bless- 
mgs  of  peace. 

**  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  we  will 
take  into  our  most  serious  consideration 
the  state  of  his  government  in  America ; 
to  express  our  utmost  concern  that  his 
Majesty's  patemal  endeavours  to  bring 
bacK  his  subjects  there  to  a  due  sense  of 
lawful  authority,  have  not  answered  his 
Majesty's  expectations ;  and  that  we  shall 
be  reaay  to  give  every  assistance  in  our 
power  for  rendering  effectual  these  his 
Majesty's  gracious  intentions,  and  for  dis- 
countenancing those  unwarrantable  mea- 
sures practised  in  some  of  his  Majesty'a 
colonies,  which  appear  calculated  to  de- 
stroy the  commercial  connection  between 
them  and  the  mother  country. 

**  To  assure,  his  Majesty,  that  we  are 
thoroughly  sensible  that  the  welfare  of  his 
people  has  ever  been  the  object  of  his 
wisnes,  and  the  rule  of  all  his  actions ;  and 
that  we  will  endeavour  to  deserve  the  fa- 
vourable opinion  which  his  Majesty  is  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  express  of  our  being 
governed  by  the  same  principles :  that  we 
have  a  most  thorough  reliance  on  his  Ma- 
jesty's promised  support,  in  such  measures 
as  may  serve  to  promote  those  ends :  that 
as  it  is  peculmrly  incumbent  upon  us,  at 
present,  to  avoid  heats  and  animositi^ 
among  ourselves,  so  we  shall  endeavour 
to  cultivate  that  harmony  which  is  so  ne- 
.  cessary  to  the  common  cause,  and  which 
alone  can  render  our  deliberations  respec- 
table and  effectual ;  being  fully  persuaded 
that  such  a  conduct,  on  our  part,  must 
greatly  contribute  to  the  happiness  and 
prosperity  of  this  country,  and  to  estab- 
lish a  doe  sense  of  the  very  distinguished 
advantages  of  our  happy  constitution,  as 
well  as  a  firm  attachment  to  it,  and  must 
justify,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  his  Ma- 
jesty's gracious  confidence  in  the  wisdom 
of  his  parliament,  and  in  their  zeal  for  the 
true  interests  of  his  people." 

Lord  Dunmore  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham^y  after  some  com- 

*  This  very  importaot  Debate  was  taken  by 
a  {^entlemao,  who  afterwards  made  a  distin- 
gutahed  fi8:are  id  the  House  of  Commons ;  and 
by  hira  it  lias  been  obligingly  revised  for  this 
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Eliments  to  the  noble  mover,  took  nodce 
ow  happy  it  would  have  made  him  to 
have  been  able  to  concur  with  the  n^le 
duke  in  every  part  of  an  Address,  whidi 
was  meant  as  a  mark  of  respect  and  doty 
to  the  crown— professed  personal  obliga- 
tions to  the  King,  and  veneration  for  him; 
that,  though  he  might  differ  from  the  noble 
duke  in  form  of  expressing  his  duty  to  the 
crown,  he  hoped  he  should  give  bis  Ma* 
jesty  a  more  substantial  proof  of  his  at- 
tachment than  if  he  agreed  with  the  mo- 
tion.   That,  at  his  time  of  life,  and  load«i 
as  he  was  with  infirmities,  he  might  per- 
haps have  stood  excused  if  he  b^  cooti* 
nued  in  his  retirement,  and  never  talseD 
part  again  in  public  affiiirs.    Bat  that  the 
alarming  state  of  the  nation  called  upoo 
him,  forced  him  to  come  forward  once 
more,  and  to  execute  that  duty  which  he 
owed  to  God,  to  his  sovereign,  and  to 
his  country ;  that  he  was  determined  to 
perform  it,  even  at  the  hazard  of  his  life. 
That  there  never  was  a  period  which 
called  more  forcibly  than  the  present,  for 
the  serious  attention  and  conuderation  of 
that  House;  that  as  they  were  theber^ 
ditary  counsellors  of  the  crown,  it  vas 
particularly  their  duty,  at  a  crisis  of  sndi 
importance  and  danger,  to  lay  before  their 
sovereign  the  true  state  and  condition  of 
his  subjects,  the  discontent  which  uiuFer- 
sally  prevailed    amongst  them,  the  dis- 
tresses under  which   they  laboured,  the 
injuries  they  complained  of,  and  the  true 
causes  of  this  unhappy  state  of  affiiirs. 

That  he  had  heard  with  great  concern 
of  the  distemper  among  the  cattle,  and 
was  very  ready  to  give  his  approbation  to 
those  prudent  measures  which  the  council 
had  taken  for  putting  a  stop  to  so  dreadfol 
a  calamity.  That  he  was  satisfied  there 
was  a  power  in  some  degree  arbitraryi 
with  which  the  constitution  trusted  the 
crown,  to  be  made  use  of  under  correc- 
tion of  the  legislature,  and  at  the  hazard 
of  the  minister,  upon  any  sudden  emer- 
gency, or  unforeseen  calamity,  which 
might  threaten  t^e  welfare  of  the  people* 
or  the  safety  of  the  state.  That  on  this 
principle  he  had  himself  advised  a  oe^ 
sure,  which  he  knew  was  not  strictly 
legal ;  but  he  had  recommended  it  af  * 
measure  of  necessity,  to  save  a  ^^ 
people  from  famine,  and  had  submitted  to 
the  judgment  of  his  country. 

That  he  was  extremely  glad  to  hwr, 
what  he  owned  he  did  not  believe  vim 
he  came  into  the  House,  that  the  King 
had  reason  to  expect  that  his  endeavoun 
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to  secure  the  peace  of  this  country  w^ld 
be  succenful ;  for  that  certainly  a  peace 
was  never   so   necessary  as  at  a   time 
when  we  were  torn  tp  pieces  by  divisions 
and  distractions  in  every  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's dominions.    That  he  had  abvays 
considered  the  late  peace,  however  neces- 
sary in  the  then  exhausted  condition  of 
tJiis  country,  as  by  no  means  equal  in 
point  of  advantage  to  what  we  had  a  right 
to  expect  from  the  successes  of  the  war, 
and  nrom  the  still  more  exhausted  condi- 
tion of  our  enemies.    That,  having  de- 
<erted  our  allies,  we  were  left  without  al- 
iiaocea,  and  during  a  peace  of  seven  years, 
bad  been  every  moment  on  the  verge  of  a 
var :  that,  on  the  contrary,  France  had 
attentively  cultivated  her  allies,  particu- 
larly Spam,  by  every  mark  of  cordiality 
and  respect.    That  if  a  war  was  unavoid- 
able, we  must  enter  into  it  without  a  sin- 
gle ally,  while  the  whole  House  of  Bourbon 
was  united  within  itself,  and  supported  by 
the  closest  connections  with  the  principal 
powers  in  Europe.    That  the  situation  of 
our  foreign    anairs    was  undoubtedly  a 
matter  of  moment,   and  highly  wortliy 
their  lordships'  consideration ;  but  that  he 
declared  with  grief,    there  were    other 
matters  still  more  important,  and  more 
urgently  demanding  their  attention.    He 
meant  the  distractions  and  divisions  which 
prevailed  in  every  part  of  the  empire.  He 
lamented  the  unhappy  measures  which 
had  divided  the  colonies  from  the  mother 
country,  and  which  he  feared  had  drawn 
them  into  excesses  which  he  could  not 
justify.    He  owned  his  natural  partiality 
to  America,  and  waSt  inclined  to  make  al- 
lowance even. for  those  excesses.    That 
tfaey  ought  to  be  treated  with  tenderness ; 
for  in  his  sense  they  were  ebullitions  of 
liberty,  which  broke  out  upon  the  skin, 
and  were  a  sign,  if  not  of  perfeOt  health, 
atleaat  of  vigorous  constitution,  and  must 
not  be  driven  in  too  suddenly,  lest  they 
Khoald  strike  to  the  heart.    He  professed 
himself  entirely  ignorant  of  the  present 
state   of  America,    therefore   should  be 
cautious  of  giving  any  opinion  of  the  mea- 
sures fit  to  be  pursud  with  respect  to  that 
country.    That  it  was  a  maxim  he  had 
i^bserved  through  life,  when  he  had  lost 
t)is  way,  to  stop  short,  lest  by  proceeding 
irithout  knowledge,  and  advancing  (as  he 
'eared  a  noble  duke  had  done)  from  one 
'alae  step  to  another,  he  should  wind  him- 
self into  an  inextricable  labyrinth,  and 
never  be  able  to  recover  the  right  road. 
Ibat  as  the  House  had  yet  no  materials 


before  them,  by  which  they  might  judge 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  colonies,  he 
strongly  objected  to  their  passing  that 
heavy  censure  Mpon  them,  which  was  con- 
veyed in  the  word  <  unwarrantable,'  con- 
tained in  the  proposed  Address.  That  it 
was  passing  a  sentence  without  hearing 
the  cause,  or  beuig  acquainted  with  the 
facts,  and  might  expose  the  proceedinga 
of  the  House  to  be  received  abroad  witk 
indifference  or  disrespect.  That  if  *  un- 
warrantable' meant  any  thing,  it  musi 
mean  illegal ;  and  how  could  their  lord- 
ships decide  that  proceedings,  which  had 
not  been  stated  to  them  in  any  shape,  were 
contrary  to  law  I  That  what  he  had  heard 
of  the  combinations  in  America,  and^of 
their  success  in  supplying  themselves 
with  goods  of  their  own  manufacture,  had 
indeed  alarmed  him  much  for  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  mother  country  ; 
but  he  could  not  conceive  in  what  sense 
they  could  be  called  iUenl,  much  less 
how  a  declaration  of  that  House  could  re- 
move the  evil.  That  they  were  *  danger- 
ous' indeed,  and  he  greatly  wished  to  have 
that  word  substituted  for  <  unwarrantable.' 
That  we  must  look  for  other  remedies- 
That  the  discontent  of  two  millions  of 
people  deserved  consideration;  and  the 
foundation  of  it  ought  to  be  removed. 
That  this  was  the  true  way  of  putting  a 
stop  to  combinations  and  manufactures 
in  that  country ;  but  that  he  reserved  him- 
self to  give  his  opinion  more  particularly 
on  this  subject,  when  authentic  informa- 
tion of  the  state  of  America  should  be 
laid  before  the  House ;  declaring  only  foC 
the  present,  that  we  should  be  ceutious 
how  we  invade  the  liberties  of  any  part  of 
our  fellow  subjects,  however  remote  in 
situation,  or  unable  to  make  resisttoce. 
That  liberty  was  a  plant  that  deserved  to 
be  cherished ;  that  he  loved  the  tree,  and 
wished  well  to  every  branch  of  it.  That, 
like  the  vine  in  the  Scripture,  it  had  spread 
from  east  to  west,  had  embraced  whole 
nations  with  its  branches,  and  sheltered 
them  under  its  leaves.  That  the  Ameri- 
cans had  purchased  their  liberty  at  a  dear 
rate,  since  they  had  quitted  their  native 
country,  and  gone  in  search  of  freedom  to 
a  desert. 

That  the  parts  of  the  Address  which  he 
had  already  touched  upon,  however  im- 
portant in  themselves,  bore  no  comparison 
wiih  that  which  still  remained,  lliat  in- 
deed there  never  was  a  time,  at  which  the 
unanimity  recommended  to  them  by  the 
Kingi  was  more  necessary  than  at  pv^ 
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tent;  imt  he  diiered  rery  much  from  idie 
'iioble  duke,  with  respect  to  the  propriety 
or  utility  of  those  general  assurances  oon- 
tainedinthelatterpartof theAddress.  That 
the  most  perfect-  harmony  in  that  House 
wodd  hare  but  little  eflbct  towards  quiet- 
ing die  minds  of  the  people,  and  removing 
dieir  discontent.  That  it  was  the  duty  of 
tiiat  House  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of 
the  notorious  dissattsftction  expressed  by 
the  whole  English  natiooy  to  state  those 
causes  to  the  Sovereign,  and  then  give 
lum  their  best  advice  m  what  manner  he 
ought  to  act.  That  the  privileges  of  the 
House  of  Peers,  however  transcendant, 
Imweyer  appropriated  to  them,  stood  in 
,  &ct  upon  tne  broad  bottom  of  the  people. 
Thev  were  no  longer  in  the  condition  of 
the  barons,  their  ancestors,  who  had  sepa- 
late  interests  and  separate  strength  to  sup- 
port them.  The  rights  of  the  greatest 
and  of  the  meanest  subjects  now  stood  on 
^dke  same  foundatioB :  the  security  of  law, 
common  to  all.  It  was  therefore  their 
highest  interest,  as  well  as  their  duty,  to 
wntch  over,  and  guard  the  people;  for, 
when  the  people  had  lost  their  rights,  those 
ef  the  peerage  would  soon  become  insig- 
nificaot.  To  argue  from  experience,  he 
begged  leave  to  refer  their  lordships  to  a 
most  important'  passage  in  history,  de- 
scribed by  a  man  of  great  abilities,  Mr. 
Robertson.  This  writer,  in  his  Life  of 
Charles  the  Fifth  (a  great,  ambitious, 
wicked  man),  informs  us  that  the  peers  of 
Castile  were  so  far  cajoled  and  seduced 
by  him,  as  to  join  him  in  overturning  that 
part  of  the  cortez,  which  represented  the 
people.  They  were  weak  enough  to 
adopt,  and  base  enough  to  be  flattered 
with  an  expectation,  that  by  assisting  their 
master  in  this  iniquitous  purpose,  they 
should  increase  their  own  strength  and 
importance..  What  was  the  conseouence  ? 
They  exchanged  the  constitutional  autho- 
rity of  peers,  for  the  titular  vanity  of 
grandees.  They  were  no  longer  a  part  of 
a  parliament,  for  that  they  had  destroyed ; 
and  when  they  pretended  to  have  an  opi- 
nion as  grandees,  he  told  them  he  did  not 
understand  it ;  and  naturally  enough,  when 
they  had  surrendered  their  authority, 
treated  their  advice  with  contempt.  The 
consequences  did  not  stop  here.  He  made 
use  or  the  people  whom  he  had  enslaved 
to  enslave  others,  and  employed  the 
strength  of  the  Castilians  to  destroy  the 
rights  of  their  free  neighbours  of  Arragon. 
My  lords,  let  this  example  be  a  lesson 
to  us  all*    Let  us  be  cautious  how  we  ad- 


mit an  idea,  that  our  rights  skmd  on  i 
footing  difier^Bt  irma  thoae  of  the  people. 
Let  us  be  cautious  how  we  iande  the 
liberties  of  our  feUow-siMeds,  howem 
mean,  however  remote;  ror  be  amued, 
my  lords,  that  in  whatever  part  of  the  e&« 
pireyou  waSet  slavery  to  be  established, 
whether  it  be  in  America  or  in  Irelaod,  w 
here  at  home,  you  will  fiod  it  a  diseaw 
which  spreads  by  contact,  and  sood  readici 
from  the  extremities  to  the  heart  The 
man  who  has  lost  his  own  ireedoiD,  be* 
comes  from  that  moment  an  iafitrumeitii 
the  hands  of  an  ambMous  prince,  to  de> 
stroy  the  freedom  of  others.  These  r^ 
flections,  my  lofda,  are  but  too  applied 
to  our  present  situation.  The  mrtyof 
the  subject  is  invaded,  not  only  in  pro> 
vinces,  but  here  at  home.  TheEoglidk 
peof^e  are  loud  in  their  complaints:  ther 
proclaim  with  one  voice  the  injuries  thej 
nave  recnved :  they  demand  redress,  ud 
depend  upon  it,  my  lords,  that  ooe  way  or 
otlier,  they  will  have  redress.  They  wi 
never  return  to  a  state  of  tranquiflityood 
they  are  redressed;  nor  ought  they;  fif 
in  mv  judgment,  my  lords,  and  1  spesk  k, 
boldly,  it  were  better  for  them  to  perish  ia| 
a  glorious  contention  for  their  rights,  thin 
to  purchase  a  slavish  tranqoilltty  tt  the 
expence  of  a  single  iota  of  the  coostitii- 
tion.  Let  me  entreat  your  lordships,  thcoj 
in  the  name  of  all  the  duties  you  owe  te 
your  Sovereign,  to  your  country,  and » 
yourselves,  to  perform  that  office  to  vhicb 
you  are  called  by  the  constitotioD ;  by  io- 
forming  his  Majesty  truly  of  the  conditia 
of  his  subjecto,  and  of  the  real  cause  o^ 
their  dissatisfaction.  I  have  coosideitt 
the  matter  wi^  most  serioui  atteotioo; 
and  as  I  have  not  in  my  own  bresstthc 
smallest  doubt  that  the  present  univerfl^ 
discontent  of  the  nation  arises  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  Comnwa 
upon  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  1  thai 
that  we  ought,  in  our  Address,  to  tm 
that  matter  to  the  King.  I  have  drsvi 
up  an  Amendment  to  the  Address,  vhict 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  considerstMi 
of  the  House ;  namely,  that  after  the  vofA 
**  and  which  alone  can  render  our  delibe 
**  rations  respectable  and  effectual/'  ^ 
inserted  the  following  words : 

**  And  for  these  great  and  «»^°^*^ 
**  poses,  we  will,  with  all  convenient  speed 
**  take  into  our  most  serious  considerstiM 
**  the  causes  of  the  discontents  which  pi« 
"  vail  in  so  many  parts  of  your  Majcst.f 
•*  dominions,  andfpartfCulariy  the  late  pn» 
m  the  House  of  Coounotf 
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touching  the  Incapacity  of  John  Wilkes, 
esq*  expelled  by  that  House,  to  be 
elected  a  member  to  serre  in  this  pre- 
sent  parliament,  thereby  refusing,  by 
a  Resolution  of  one  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature only,  to  the  Subject  his  common 
right,  and  depriving  the  electors  of  Mid- 
dieeex  of  their  free  choice  of  a  repre- 
sentatire.'' 

The  cautious  and  guarded  terms  in 
lich  this  Amendment  is  drawn  up,  will, 
fa«ype,  reconcile  every  noble  lord  who 
sers  me  to  my  opinion ;  and  9s  I  think 
»  nian  can  dispute  the  truth' of  the  facts, 
I  am  persuaoed  no  man  can  dispute  the 
oprietv  and  necessity  of  laying  those 
eta  before  his  Majesty* 
Lord  Mansfield  began  with  affirming, 
at  he  had  never  ddivered  any  opinion 
^OQ  the  legality  of  the  proceedings  of 
le  House  of  Commons  on  the  Middlesex 
lection,  nor  should  he  now,  notwithstand- 
ig  any  thing  that  might  be  expected  from 
im.  That  he  had  locked  it  up  in  his 
wn  breast,  and  it  should  die  with  him : 
bat  he  wished  €0  avoid  speaking  on  the 
id>jecl ;  but  that  the  motion  made  by  the 
oble  lord,  was  of  a  nature  too  extraor- 
bary  and  too  alarming,  to  sufer  him  to 
e  sifent.  He  acknowledged  the  unhappy 
firtracted  state  of  the  nation ;  but  he  was 
appy  enough  to  affirm,  witli  a  safe  con- 
nence,  that  he  had  no  ways  contributed 
lit.  That,  in  his  opinion,  declarations 
f  the  law  made  by  either  House  of  par- 
iunent  were  always  attended  with  oad 
lecta :  he  had  constantly  opposed  them 
^never  he  had  an  opportunity,  and  in 
k  judicial  capacity  thought  himself 
eond  never  to  pay  the  least  reeard  to 
bera.  That,  although  thorough^  con* 
ineed  of  the  illegality  of  general  warrants, 
rhich  indeed  naming  no  persons,  were  no 
Grants  at  all,  he  was  sorry  to  see  the 
louse  of  Commons  by  their  vote  declare 
bem  to  be  illegal.  Tnat  it  looked  like  a 
^lative  act,  which  yet  had  no  force  nor 
Ret  as  a  law:  for,  supposing  the  House 
•d  declared  them  to  be  legal,  the  courts 
^  Westminster  would  nevertheless  have 
^n  bound  to  declare  the  contrary ;  and 
OQsequently  to  throw  a  disrespect  on  the 
yte  or  the  House :  but  he  made  a' wide 
htinction  between  general  declarations 
^law,  and  the  particular  decision  which 
i^ight  be  made  by  either  House,  in  their 
odicial  capacity,  on  a  case  coming  regu- 
^^J  before  them,  and  properly  the  sub- 
^  of  their  jurisdiction.  That  here  they 
M  Oot  act  as  legislators,  pronouncing  ab- 
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stractedly  and  ^nerally  what  the  law  was, 
and  for  the  direction  of  others ;  but  as 
judges,  drawing  the  law  from  the  several 
sources  from  which  it  ou^ht  to  be  drawn, 
for  their  own  guidance  in  deciding  the 
particular  question  before  them,  and  ap** 
plying  it  strictly  to  the  decision  of  that 
question.  That,  for  his  own  part,  where* 
ever  the  statute  law  was  silent,  he  knei^ 
not  where  to  look  for  the  law  of  pariia- 
menjt,  or  for  a  definition  of  the  privilege! 
of  either  House,  except  in  the  proceed- 
ings and  decisions  of  each  House  respec- 
tively. That  he  knew  of  no  parliamentary 
code  to  pudge  of  questions  aepending  on 
the  judicial  authority  of  parhament,  but 
the  practice  of  each  House,  moderated  or 
extended  according  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
House,  and  accommodated  to  the  caset 
before  them.  That  a  question,  touching 
the  seat  of  a  member  in  the  lower  House, 
could  only  be  determmed  by  that  House ; 
there  was  no  other  court  where  it  could 
be  tried,  nor  to  which  there  could  be  an  ap- 
peal from  their  decision.  That  wherever 
a  court  of  justice  is  supreme,  and  their  sen- 
tence final  (which  he  apprehended  no  man 
would  dispute  was  the  case  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  matters  touching  elections ), 
the  determination  of  that  court  must  be 
received  and  submitted  to  as  the  hkw  of 
the  land ;  for  if  there  be  no  appeal  from  a 
judicial  sentence,  where  shall  that  sen- 
tence be  questioned,  or  how  can  it  be  re- 
versed ?  He  admitted  that  judges  might 
be  corrupt,  and  their  sentences  erroneous; 
but  these  were  cases,  for  which,  in  respect 
to  supreme  courts,  the  constitution  had 
provided  no  remedy.  That,  if  they  wil- 
fully determined  wrong,  it  was  iniquitous 
indeed,  and  in  the  highest  despree  detest- 
able. But  it  was  a  crime,  of  which  no 
human  tribunal  could  take  cognizance, 
and  it  lay  between  God  and  their  con- 
sciences. That  he  avoided  entering  into 
the  merits  of  the  late  decision  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  because  it  was  a  subject  he 
was  convinced  the  Lords  had  no  right  to 
enquire  into  or  discuss.  That  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  noble  lord  threaten- 
ed the  most  pernicious  consequences  to 
the  nation,  as  it  manifestly  violated  every 
form  and  law  of  parliament,  was  a  grosa 
attack  upon  the  privileges  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and,  instead  of  proraotins  that 
harmony  which  the  King  had  recom^* 
mended,  must  inevitably  throw  the  whole 
country  into  a  flame.  That  there  never 
was  an  instance  of  the  Lords  enauiring 
into  the  proceedings  of  the  House  ox  Com'* 
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inons  with  respect  to  their  own  members ; 
mud  less  of  their  taking  upon  them  to 
censure  «uch  proceedines,  or  of  their  ad- 
▼ising  the  crown  to  take  notice  of  them. 
If,  indeed,  it  be  the  noble  lord's  design  to 
quarrel  with  the  House  of  Commons,  I 
confess  it  will  have  that  effect,  and  imme- 
diately. The  lower  House  will  undoubt- 
edly assert  their  privil^es,  and  give  you 
▼ote  for  vote.  I  leave  it,  therefore,  to 
your  lordships,  to  consider  Uie  &tal  effbcts 
which  may  arise  in  such  a  juncture  as  the 
present,  either  from  an  open  breach  be* 
tween  the  two  Houses  of  parliament,  or 
between  the  King  and  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. But,  my  lords,  if  I  could  suppose 
it  were  even  advisable  to  promote  a  dis- 
agreement between  the  two  Houses,  I 
would  still  recommend  it  to  you  to  take 
care  to  be  in  the  right;  whenever  I  am 
forced  into  a  quarrel,  I  will  always  endea- 
▼our  to  have  justice  on  my  side.  Now, 
my  lords,  adnatting  the  House  of  Com* 
mens  to  have  done  wrong,  will  it  mend 
the  matter  for  your  lordships  to  do  ten 
times  worse  ?  And  that  I  am  clearly  con- 
vinced would  be  the  case,  if  your  lord- 
ships were  obliged  to  declarre  any  opinion 
of  your  own,  or  offer  any  advice  to  the 
crown,  on  a  matter  in  which,  by  the  con- 
stitution of  this  country,  you  have  no  right 
whatever  to  interfere.  1  will  go  farther, 
my  lords ;  I  will  affirm,  that  such  a  step 
would  be  as  ineflfectual  as  it  would  be  ir- 
regular. Suppose  the  King,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  advice,  should  dissolve  the 
parliament  (for  that,  I  presume,  is  the 
true  object  of  the  noble  lord's  Amend- 
ment), th^  next  House  of  Commons  that 
meets,  Jif  they  know  any  thing  of  their 
own  privileges,  or  the  laws  of  this  coun- 
try, will  undoubtedlv,  on  the  very  first 
day  of  the  session,  taxe  notice  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, and  declare  them  to  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  Commons.  They 
must  do  so,  my  lords ;  or  they  will  shame- 
fully betray  their  constituents  and  them- 
selves. A  noble  lord  (lord  Marchmont) 
near  me,  has  proposed  that  we  should  de- 
mand a  conference  with  the  other  House. 
It  would  be  a  more  moderate  step,  I  con- 
fess, but  eaually  ineffectual.  The  Com- 
mons woula  never  submit  to  discuss  their 
privileges  with  the  Lords.  They  would 
not  come  to  a  conference  on  the  subject ; 
or,  if  they  did  come,  they  would  soon 
break  it  up  with  indignation.  If,  then, 
the  Commons  have  done  wrong,  I  know 
of  no  remedy,  but  either  that  the  same 
power  should  undo  the  mischief  they  have 
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done,  or  that  the  case  should  be  pYorided 
for  by  an  act  of  the  kgidatuie.  That, 
indeed,  might  be  efectwd.  Bat  whether 
such  a  remedy  be  proper  or  necessary  in 
the  present  case,  or  whether,  indeed,  it 
be  attainable,  considering  that  iht  other 
House  must  give  their  consent  to  it, » 
not  a  question  now  before  us.  If  audi 
Bill  should  be  proposed,  it  will  be  regular 
and  fNurliamentaiy,  and  we  may  then,  with 
propriety,  enter  into  the  legal  merits  ol' 
the  decision  of  the  House  Si  Commons. 
As  for  the  Amendment  prmiowd  by  the 
noble  lord,  1  object  to  it  as  irregular  and 
unparliamentary.  I  am  persoaddi,  that  k 
will  be  attended  with  veiy  pernicious  coo- 
sequences  to  this  country,  and  that  it  can- 
not possibly  produce  a  single  good  one. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  : 

My  lords;  there  is  one  plaia 
maxim,  to  which  I  have  invariably  id* 
hered  through  life :  that  in  every  ques- 
tion, in  which  my  liberty  or  my  propeity 
were  concerned,  I  should  consult  and  k 
determined  by  the  dictates  of  comisoa 
sense.  I  confess,  my  lords,  that  I  am  apt 
to  distrust  the  refinements  of  leamiug,  be- 
cause I  have  seen  the  ablest  and  the  most 
learned  men  equally  liid>le  to  deceire 
themselves,  and  to  mislead  othen.  Be 
condition  of  human  nature  would  be  la- 
mentable indeed,  if  nothing  less  thaD  the 
greatest  learning  and  talents,  which  fall  t» 
Uie  share  of  so  small  a  number  of  meot 
were  sufficient  to  direct  our  jadgmeDtaod 
our  conduct.  But  Providence  has  takes 
better  care  of  our  happiness,  and  given 
in  the  simplicity  of  common  sense,  a 
for  our  direction,  by  which  we  shall  oef^ 
be  misled.  I  confess,  my  lords,  I  had  i 
other  guide  in  drawing  up  the  Amendmentj 
which  1  submitted  to  your  consideratioo 
and  before  I  heard  the  opinion  of  thcno^ 
ble  lord  who  spoke  last,  I  did  not  cooceii^ 
that  it  was  even  within  the  limits  of  p^ 
bility  for  the  greatest  human  genius, 
most  subtle  understanding,  or  the  acat 
wit,  so  strangely  to  misrepresent  my  oein 
ing,  and  to  give  it  an  interpretation  so  es' 
tirely  foreign  from  what  I  mtended  to  ei 
press,  and  nrom  that  sense  which  the  ver 
terms  of  the  Amendment  plainly  and  d 
tinctly  carry  with  them.  If  there  be  t 
smallest  foundation  for  the  censure  throw! 
upon  me  by  that  noble  lord,  if,  either  ex} 
pressly,  or  by  the  most  distant  implicatiW 
I  have  said  or  insinuated  any  part  of  vlw 
the  noble  lord  has  cliarged  me  with,  dis* 
card  my  opinions  for  every  discard  the  Q^ 
tion  with  contempt. 
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My  lordS)  I  roust  beg  the  indulgence  of 
lie  House.     Neither  will  my  health  per- 
lit  me,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  be  qualified  to 
lUoir  that  learned  l*rd  minutdy  through 
lie  whole  of  his  argument.    No  man  Is 
(2tter  acquainted  with  his  abilities  and 
nmioffy  nor  has  a  greater  respect  for 
iiem>  than  I  have.    1  have  had  the  plea^ 
■re  of  sittine  with   him   in   the  other 
louse,  and  iQways  listened  to  him  with 
ttention.    I  have  not  now  lost  a  word  of 
rhat  he  said,  nor  did  I  ever*    On  the  pre- 
ent  question  I  meet  him  without  rear, 
[he  evidence  which  truth  carries  with  it, 
I  superior  to  all  argument;  it  neither 
rants  the  support,  nor  dreads  the  oppo- 
ition  of  the  greatest  abilities.    If  there  be 
I  single  word  in  the  Amendment  to  justify 
he  interpretation  which  the  noble  lord  has 
leen  pleased  to  give  it,  I  am  ready  to  re- 
loonce  the  whole:  let  it  be  resd,  my 
ords;  let  it  speak  for  itself,     (it  was 
ead) — ^In  what  instance  does  it  interfere 
rith  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Com- 
nons?     In   what  respect  does  it  ques- 
ion  their  jurisdiction,  or  suppose  an  au- 
Jxority  in  this  House  to  arraign  the  justice 
iT their  sentence?    I  am  sure  that  every 
ovd  who  hears  me,  will  bear  me  witness, 
Isat  I  said  not  one  word  touching  the  me* 
its  of  the  Middlesex  election ;  so  far  from 
conveying  any  opinion  upon  that  matter 
a  the  Amendment,  1  did  not  even  in  dis- 
^cnvse  deliver  my  own  sentiment  upon  it. 
I  ^oA  not  say  that  the  House  of  Commons 
lad  done  either  right  or  wrong ;  but,  when 
lis  Majesty  was  pleased  to  recommend  it 
x>  as  to  cultivate  unanimity  amongst  our- 
lelves,  I  thought  it  the  duty  of  this  House, 
IS  the  greathereditary  council  of  the  crown, 
^,49  State  to  his  Majesty  the  distracted  con- 
lition  of  his  dommions,  together  with  the 
Twents  which    had  destroyed   unanimity 
isnoog  his  subjects.     But,  mv  lords,  I 
iftatea  those  events  merely  as  nets,  with- 
Mit  the  smallest  addition  either  of  censure 
MT  of  opinion.    They  are  facts,  my  lords, 
rhich  I  am  not  only  convinced  are  true,  but 
vhich  I  know  are  indisputably  true.    For 
ocample,  my  lords,  will  any  man  deny  that 
liscontents  prevail  in  many  parts  of  his 
tJDajesty's  dominions  ?   or  that  those  dis- 
iODtents  arise  firom  the  proceedings  of  the 
ilouse  of  Commons  touching  the  declared 
dcapacity  of  Mr.  Wilkes  ?    It  is  impossi- 
ile :  DO  man  can  deny  a  truth  so  noto- 


disputably  true,  mj  lords,  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
haa  a  common  right,  and  that  he  lost  it 
no  other  way  but  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons  ?     My  lords,  I  have 
been  tender  of  misrepresenting  the  House 
of  Commons:    I  have   consulted    theii* 
Journals,  and  have  taken  the  very  words  of 
their  own  resolution.    Do  they  not  tell 
us,  in  so  many  words,  that  Mr.  Wilkes, 
having  been  expelled,  was  thereby  ren-' 
dered  incapable  of  serving  in  that  parlia- 
ment !  and  is  it  not  their  i-esolution  alone, 
which  refuses  to  the  subject  his  common 
right  ?   The  Amendment  says  farther,  that 
the  electors  of  Middlesex  are  deprived  of 
their  free  choice  of  a  representative.    Is 
this  a  fiilse  fact,  my  lords  ?  or  have  I  civea 
an  un&ir  representation  of  it  ?    Will  any 
man  presume  to  affirm  that  colonel  Lut- 
trell  is  the  free  choice  of  the  electors  of  Mid- 
dlesex ?    We  all  know  the  contrary.    We 
all  know  that  Mr.  Wilkes  (whom  I  men- 
tion without  either  praise  or  censure)  was 
the  favourite  of  the  county^  and  chosen  by 
a  very  great  and  acknowledged  majorityy 
to  represent  them  in  parliament,    if  the 
noble  lord  dislikes  the  manner  in  which 
these  facts'  are  stated,  I  shall  think  myself 
happy  in  being  advised  by  him  how  to  al- 
ter it.     I  am  very  little  anxious  ^out 
terms,   provided  tne  substance  be  pre« 
served;    and  these  are  facts,  my  lords, 
which  I  am  sure  will  always  retain  their 
weight  and  ihiportance,  in  whatever  form 
of  language  they  are  described. 

Now,  my  lords,  since  I  have  been  forced 
to  enter  into  the  explanation  of  an  amend- 
ment, in  which  nothing  less  than  the  genius 
of  penetration  could  have  discovered  an  ob- 
scurity, and  havmg,  as  I  hope,  redeemed 
myself  in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  hav- 
ing redeemed  my  motion  from  the  severe 
representation  siven  of  it  by  the  noble 
lord,  I  must  a  little  longer  mtreat  your 
lordships'  indulgence.  The  constitution 
of  this  country  has  been  openly  invaded  in 
fiict;  and  I  have  heard,  with  horror  and 
astonishment,  that  very  invasion  defended 
pn  principle.  What  is  this  mysterious 
power,  undefined  by  law,  unknown  to  the 
subject,  which  we  must  not  approach 
without  awe,  nor  speak  of  without  reve- 
rence, which  no  man  may  question,  and  to 
which  all  men  must  submit  ?  My  lords,  I 
thought  the  slavish  doctrine  of  passive  obe- 
dience had  long  since  been  exploded:  and» 
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never  expected  to  hear  a  divine  right,  w 
a  divine  infallibility,  attributed  to  any  oUier 
branch  of  the  legislature.  My  lords,  I 
beg  to  be  understood,  no  man  respects  the 
House  of  Commons  more  than  I  do,  or 
would  contend  more  strenuously  than  I 
would,  to  preserve  to  them  their  just  and 
legal  authority.  Within  the  bounds  pre- 
scribed' by  the  constitution,  that  authority 
is.  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  the  peo- 
ple :  bejond  that  line,  every  exertion  of 
power  IS  arbitrary,  is  illegal ;  it  threatens 

2ranny  to  the  people,  and  diestruetion  to 
e  sute.  Power  without  rig^t  is  the 
most  odious  and  detestable  object  thi '  can 
be  offered  to  the  human  imagmation :  it  is 
not  onl]|r  pernicious  to  those  who  are  sub- 
ject to  it,  but  tends  to  its  own  destruction. 
It  is  what  my  noble  friend  (lord  Lyttel- 
ton^  has  truly  described  it,  «  Res  detesta- 
*  biiis  et  caauca.*  My  lords,  I  acknow- 
ledge the  just  power,  and  reverence  the 
constitution  or  the  House  of  Commons. 
It  is  for  Uieir  own  sake  that  I  would  pre- 
vent their  assuming  a  power  which  the 
constitution  has  denied  them,  lest,  by 
grasping  at  an  authority  they  have  no 
nght  to,  they  should  forfeit  that  which 
they  legally  possess.  My  lords,  I  affirm 
that  they  have  betrayed  their  constituents, 
and  violated  the  constitution.  Under  pre- 
tence of  declaring  the  law,  they  have  made 
a  law,  and  united  in  the  same  persons  the 
office  of  legislator  and  of  judge. 

I  shall  endeavour  to  adhere  strictly  to 
the  noble  lord's  doctrine,  which  is  indeed 
impossible  to  mistake,  so  &r  as  my  memo- 
ty  will  permit  me  to  preserve  his  expres- 
sions. He  seems  £bno  of  the  word  'juris- 
diction ;'  and  I  confess,  with  the  force  and 
effect  which  he  has  given  it,  it  is  a  word  of 
copious  meamng  and  wonderiiil  extent. 
If  his  lordship's  doctrine  be  well  founded, 
we  must  renounce  all  those  political 
maxims  by  which  our  understandings  have 
hitherto  been  directed,  and  even  the  first 
dements  of  learning  taught  us  in  our 
schools  when  we  were  school-boys.  My 
lords,  we  knew  that  jurisdiction  was  no- 
thing more  than  jtM  &cere  ;  we  knew  that 
legem  Jacere  and  (egem  tHcere  were  powers 
clearly  distinguished  from  each  otiier  in 
the  nature  of  things,  and  wisely  separated 
by  the  wisdom  of  the  Englbh  constitution ; 
but  now,  it  seems,  we  must  adopt  a  new 
system  of  thinking.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons,  we  are  told,  have  a  supreme  Jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  there  is  no  appeal  from  their  sen- 
tence, and  that,  wherever  they  are  com- 
petent judges^  their  decision  must  be  re- 


ceived and  sid>oiitted  to,  as,  iptofadoi  the 
law  of  the  land.  My  kwds,  I  am  a  plain 
man,  and  have  been  brought  up  id  a  reli- 
gious reverence  for  the  original  timpticity 
of  the  laws  of  England.  By  what  lophii- 
try  they  have  been  perverted,  b^  whatar* 
tinces  they  have  been  involyed  in  obcco- 
rity,  is  not  for  me  to  explain ;  the  princi- 
ples, however,  of  the  Englidi  lawi,  ate 
still  sufficiently  clear :  they  are  founded 
in  reason^  and  are  the  master-piece  of  the 
human  understanding;  but  it  ia  in  the 
text  that  I  would  look  for  a  direcdon  to 
my  judgment,  not  in  the  commeotaries  of 
modem  prc^essors.  The  noble  lord  as- 
sures us,  that  he  knows  not  in  what  code 
the  law  of  parliament  is  to  be  found ;  that 
the  House  of  Commons,  when  tbey  act » 
judges,  have  no  law  to  direct  them  irat 
their  owii  wisdom  ;  that  their  dedaionii 
law ;  and  if  they  determine  wrong,  the 
subject  has  no  appeal  but  to  HeareD. 
What  then,  my  lords,  are  all  the  generoa 
efibrts  of  our  ancestors,  are  all  thoae  gio< 
rious  contentions,  by  which  they  meant  to 
secure  to  themselves  and  to  transmit  to  their 
posterity  a  known  law,  a  certain  rale  of 
living ;  reduced  to  this  conduaioo,  tbii 
instead  of  the  arbitrary  power  of  a  kingv 
we  must  submit  to  the  aiiiitrarj  poverotj 
a  House  of  Commons?  If  this  betroe, 
what  benefit  do  we  derive  from  the  ex- 
change ?  Tyranny,  my  lords,  is  decestif 
ble  in  every  shape ;  but  in  none  80  fonni' 
dable  as  when  it  is  assumed  and  exercised 
by  a  number  of  tyrants.  But,  my  lords, 
this  is  not  the  fact,  this  is  not  the  coosti-j 
tution;  we  have  a  law  of  parlianient,  vt 
have  a  code  in  which  every  honeat  man  naj 
find  it.  We  have  Magna  Charta,  we  bin 
the  Statute  Book,  and  the  Bill  of  Rigbts. 
If  a  case  should  arise  unknown  to  these 
great  authorities,  we  have  still  that  pi«Jo 
Engliah  reason  left,  which  is  the  fouodii 
tion  of  all  our  English  juriapnidenct 
That  reason  tells  us  that  every  judical 
court,  and  every  political  society,  mu^t  be 
vested  with  those  powers  and  privily 
which  are  necessary  for  performing  w 
office  to  which  they  are  appointed.  » 
tells  us  also,  that  no  court  of  juatice  ctf 
have  a  power  inconsistent  mthfOi^ 
mount  to,  the  known  laws  of  the  laod; 
that  the  people,  when  they  choose  their  re 
presentatives,  never  mean  to  convey  << 
them  a  power  of  invading  the  rights*  oi 
trampling  on  the  liberties  of  thoae  wb<0 
they  represent.  What  security  »oflM 
they  have  for  their  riffhts,  if  once  iher  ik^ 
mitted  that  a  court  of  judicature  might  de 
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tenniiie  every  question  that  came  before 
it,  not  bj  any  known,  positire  kw,  but  by 
the  Tague,  indeterminate,  arbitrary  rule, 
of  what  the  noble  lord  la  pleased  to  cdl 
the  wisdom  of  the  coiurt  ?  WiUi  rc«>ect 
to  the  dedsicMis  of  courts  of  justice,  I  am 
Air  from  denying  them  their  due  weight 
and  authority ;  yet,  placing '  them  in  the 
most  respectable  Tiew,  I  still  consider 
them,  not  as  law,  but  as  an  evidence  of  the 
bw ;  and  before  they  can  arriTe  even  at 
that  d^ree  of  authority,  it  must  appear, 
that  they  are  founded  in  and  confirmed  by 
reason;  that  they  are  supported  by  prece- 
dents taken  from  good  and  moderate  times ; 
that  they  do  not  contradict  any  positive 
iaw;  that  they  are  submitted  to  without  re- 
luctance b¥  the  people ;  that  they  are  un- 
i}uestionecl  by  the  legislature  (which  is 
eouivalentto  a  tacit  confirmation);  and 
woat,  in  my  judgment,  is  by  fiur  the  most 
important,  thai  they  do  not  violate  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution*  My  lords,  this 
is  not  a  vague  or  loose  expression :  we  ail 
know  what  the  constitution  is;  we  all 
know,  thi^t  thefirst  principle  oifit  is,  that  the 
subject  shall  not  be  governed  by  the  arU' 
irium  of  any  one  man,  or  body  of  men 
(less  than  the  whole  legislature),  but  by 
certain  laws,  to  which  lie  has  virtually 
given  his  consent,  which  are  open  to  him 
to  examine,  and  not  beyond  his  ability  to 
understand.  Now,  my  lords,  I  affirm  and 
«D  ready  to  maintain  that  the  late  deci- 
sion of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the 
Middlesex  election^  is  destitute  of  every 
<me  of  those  properties  and  conditions, 
which  I  hold  to  be  essential  to  the  legality 
of  such  a  decision.  It  is*  not  founded  in 
reason ;  for  it  carries  with  it  a  contradic- 
tion, that 'the  representative  should  per- 
fiMrm  the  office  of  the  constituent  body. 
It  is  not  supported  by  a  single  precedent; 
for  the  case  of  sir  R.  Waln^Se  is  but  a  half 
[Nreoedent,  and  even  that  naif  is  imperfect. 
His  incapacity  was  indeed  declared,  but 
ius  crimes  are  stated  as  the  ground  of  the 
resolution,  and  his  opponent  was  declared 
to  be  not  duly  elected,  even  after  his  in- 
capacity was  established.  It  contradicts 
Uagna  Charta  and  the  Bill  ctf  Rights,  bv 
whidi  it  is  provided  that  no  subject  shall 
be  deprived  of  his  freehold,  unless  by  the 
lodgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the 
land;  and  that  elections  of  members  to 
serve  in  parliament  shall  be  free ;  and,  so 
&r  is  this  decision  from  being^ubmitted  to 
by  the  people,  that  they  have  taken  the 
Mrongesfe  measures,  and  adopted  the  most 
Pontive  hmguage  to  express  their  discon- 


tent. ¥^ether  it  wfll  be  questioned  bv 
the  legislature,  will  depend  on  your  lord- 
ships' resolution ;  but  that  it  violates  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  will,  I  think,  be 
disputed  by  no  man  who  has  heard  thisday's 
debate,  and  who  wishes  well  to  the  free- 
dom of  his  country;  yet,  if  we  are  to  be- 
lieve the  noble  lord,  this  great  grievance, 
this  manifest  violation  of  the  first  prind* 
pies  of  the  constitution,  will  not  admit  of  a 
remedy ;  is  not  even  capable  of  redress, 
unless  we  appeal  at  once  to  Heaven.  My 
lords,  I  have  better  hopes  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  a  firmer  confidence  in  the  wis- 
dom and  constitutional  authority  of  this 
House.  It  is  to  your  ancestors,  my  lords, 
it  is  to  the  English  barons  that  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  laws  and  constitution  we 
possess.  Their  virtues  were  rude  and  un- 
cultivated, but  they  were  great  and  sincere. 
Their  understandmgs  were  as  little  polish- 
ed as  their  manners,  but  they  had  hearts 
to  distroguish  right  from  wrong ;  they  had 
heada  to  distinguish  truth  from  falsehood ; 
they  uiidersto<Kl  the  righta  of  humanity, 
and  they  had  spirit  to  maintain  them. 

My  fords,  1  think,  that  history  has  not 
done  justice  to  their  conduct,  when  they 
obtained  from  their  sovereign  that  great 
acknowledcmeot  of  national  rights  can- 
tained  in  Magna  Charta:  they  did  net 
confine  it  to  themselves  atone,  but  deli- 
vered it  as  a  common  blessing  to  the  whole 
people.  They  did  not  say,  these  are  the 
rights  of  the  great  barons,  or  these  are 
rights  of  the  gr^  prelates: — No,  my  lords ; 
tby  said,  in  the  simple  Latin  of  the  times^ 
*  nullus  liber  homo,'  and  provided  as  care- 
fully for  the  meanest  subject  as  for  the 
greatest.  These  are  uncouth  words,  and 
sound  but  poorly  in  the  ears  of  scholars ; 
neither  are  they  addressed  to  the  criticism 
of  scholars,  but  to  the  hearts  of  free  men. 
These  three  words,  *  nullus  liber  homo»' 
have  a  meaosiig  which  interests  ua  all; 
they  deserye  to  be  remembered— they  de- 
serve to  be  inculcated  in  our  minds— -they 
are  worth  all  the  classics.  Let .  us  no^ 
then,  degenerate  from  the  glorious  exam* 
pie  of  our  ancestors.  Those  Iron  Barons 
(for  so  I  may  call  them  when  compared 
with  the  Silken  Barons  of  modem  oays), 
were  the  guardians  of  the  people;  yet 
their  virtues,  my  lords,  were  never  engaged 
in  a  question  of  such  importance  as  the 
present.  A  breach  has  been  made  in  the 
constitution — the  battlements  are  diBman- 
tled-— the  citadel  is  open  to  the  first  inva- 
der^-the  walls  totter — ^the  constitution  is 
not  tenable^— What  remains  then^  but  for 
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U8  to  Stand  foremost  in  the  breach,  to  re- 
pair it,  or  perish  in  it  ? 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  alarm  us 
with  the  consequences  of  a  difference  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  of  Parliament— 
That  the  House  of  Commons  will  resent 
our  presuming  to  take  notice  of  their  pro- 
ceedings ;  that  they  will  resent  our  dar- 
ing to  advise  the  crown^  and  never  forgive 
us  for  attempting  to  save  the  state.— My 
lordsy  1  am  sensible  of  the  importance  and 
difficulty  of  this  great  crisis :  at  a  moment, 
Such  as  this,  we  are  called  upon  to  do  our 
duty,  without  dreading  the  resentment  of 
any  man*    But,  if  apprehensions  of  this 
kind  are  to  affect  us,  let  us  eonsider  which 
we  ought  to  respect  most — the  representa- 
tive, or  the  collective  body  of  the  people. 
My  lords,  five-hundred  gentlemen  are  not 
ten  millions;  and  if  we  must  have  a  con- 
tention, let  us  take  care  to  have  the  Eng- 
lish nation  on  our  side. "  If  this  question 
be  given  up,  the  freeholders  of  £lngland 
are  reduced  to  a  condition  baser  than  the 
peasantry  of  Poland.    If  they  desert  their 
own  cause,  they  deserve  to  be  slaves ! — 
My  lords,  this  is  not  merely  the  cold  opi- 
nion of  my  understanding,  but  the  glow- 
ing expression    of  what  I  feel.     It  is 
my  heart  that  speaks.    I  know  I  speak 
warmly,  my  lords ;  but  this  warmth  shall 
neither  betray  my  argument  nor  my  tem- 
per.   The  kingdom  is  in  a  flame.    As  me- 
diators between  the  King  and  people,  it  is 
our  duty  to  represent  to  him  the  true  con- 
dition and  temper  of  his  subjects.    It  is 
a  duty,  whicti  no  particular  respects  should 
hinder  us  from  performing ;  and  whenever 
his  Majesty  shall  demand  our  advice,  it 
will  then  be  our  duty  to  enquire  -more  mi- 
nutely into  the  causes  of  the  present  dis- 
contents.    Whenever  that  enquiry  shall 
come  on,  I  pledge  myself  to  the  House  to 
prove  &at,  since  the   institution  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  not  a  single  prece- 
dent can  be  produced  to  justify  their  late 
proceedings.     My   noble   and    learned 
friend  (the  Lord  Chancdior)  has  pledged 
himself  to  the  House,  that  he  will  support 
that  assertion. 

'  My  lords,  the  character  and  circum- 
stances of  Mr.  Wilkes  have  been  very  im- 
properly introduced  into  this  question,  not 
only  here,  but  in  that  court  of  judicature 
where  his  cause  was  tried:  I  mean  the 
House  of  Commons.  With  one  party  he 
was  a  patriot  of  the  first  magnitude :  with 
the  other  the  vilest  incendiary.  For  my 
^wn  part,  I  consider  him  merely  and  in- 
aSS^tm^y  88  9Xi  En  {[lish  subject,  possessed 


of  certain  rights  which  the  laws  have  gtrea 
him,  and  which  the  laws  alone  can  take 
from  him.    I  am  neither  moved  by  hit 
private  vices,  noir  by  bis  public  merits.  In 
nb  person,  tlioueh  he  were  the  wont  of 
men,  I  contend  for  the  safety  and  securitj 
of  the  best ;  and,  God  forbid,  my  lonb, 
that  there  ^ould  be  a  power  in  this  coao- 
try  of  measuriitg  the  civil  rights  of  the  sub- 
ject by  his  moral  character,  or  hy  any  other 
rule  but  the  fixed  laws  of  tlie  laod!  I 
believe,  my  lords,  1  shall  not  be  suspected 
of  any  personal  partiality  to  this  uohappj 
man.    I  am  not  very  conversant  in  psio- 
phlets  or  newspapers ;  faiut,  from  what  I 
nave  heard,  and  from  the  little  1  have  read, 
I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  1  hare  had 
my  share  in  the  compliments  which  have 
come  from  that  quarter;  and  as  for  mo- 
tives  of  ambition  (for  I  must  take  to  nj* 
self  a  part  of  the  noble  duke's  insinostioo), 
I  believe,  my  lords,  there  have  been  tineg 
in  which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  stand- 
ing in  such  fietvour  in  the  closet,  that  then 
must  have  been  aomething  extraragaiitlT 
unreasonable  in  my  wishes  if  they  migbt 
not  all  have  been  gratified;  after  neglect- 
ing those  opportunities,  1  am  tow  m- 
Jiected  of  comine  forward  in  the  decline  of 
ife,  in  the  anxious  pursuit  of  wealth  and 
power,  which  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
enjoy.    Be  it  so ;  there  is  oneambitioo » 
least    which  I  ever    will   acknowledge, 
which   I    will   not    renounce  but  with 
my  life.    It  is  the  ambition  of  delirering 
to  my  posterity  those  rights  of  freedom 
which  I  have  received  from  my  ancestors 
I  am  not  now  pleading  the  cause  of  as  is- 
dividual,  but  Oif'  every  fineeholder  in  Eog* 
land.    In  what  manner  this  House  may 
constitutionally  interpose  in  their  defeoce, 
and  what  kind  of  rairess  this  case  will  re- 
quire and  admit  of,  is  net  at  present  the 
subject  of  our  consideration.  The  Amend* 
meat,  if  agreed  to,  will  natuiallj^  lead  is 
to  such  an  enquiry.    That  «iquirv  nsjr? 
perhaps,  point  out  the  necessity  cvanact 
of  the  legishittire,  or  it  may  UiA  us,  pe^ 
haps,  to  desire  a  conference  with  the  ote 
House;  which  one  noble  lord  ^^"'^ 
the  only  parliamentary  way  of  proceed- 
ing; and  which  another  noble  loraassurfl 
us  the  House  of  Commons  would  either! 
not  come  to,  or  would  break  off  within* 
dignation.    Leaving  their  lordships  to  r^ 
concile  that  matter  oetween  fhentfelTea,  1 
shall  only  say  that  before  we  toe  es' 
quired,  we  cannot  be  provided  with  a|tf» 
ruds,  consequently  we  are  not  at  prciw 
prepared  for  9  conference 
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It  19  possible,  iny  lords,  that  the  epcmiry 
I  speak  of  may  lead  in  to  adTise  his  Ma- 
jesty to  dissolve  the  present  pariiament; 
oor  have  I  any  doubt  of  our  richt  to  give 
tiiat  advice,  if  we  should  think  it  neces* 
nry.  His  Majesty  will  then  determine 
whether  he  will  yield  to  the  united  peti- 
tions rf  the  people  of  England,  or  main- 
tain the  House  of  Commons  in  ^e  exer- 
cise of  a  l^islative  power,  which  hereto- 
fore abolished  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
overturned  the  monarchy.  I  willingly  ac- 
quit tbe  present  House  of  Commons  of 
iiaviog  actually  formecLso  detestable  a  de- 
sign ;  but  they  caAnot  themselves  foresee 
to  what  excesses  they  may  be  carried  here- 
liter;  and  for  my  own  part,  I  should  be 
lorry  to  trust  to  their  future  moderation. 
Unlimited  power  is  apt  to  corrupt  the 
niDds  of  those  who  possess  it;  and  this  I 
know,  my  lords,  that  where  law  ends,  ty- 
ranny begins  I 

Tbe  Amendment  was  then  negatived; 
after  this. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  moved, 
that  the  Lords  should  be  summoned  to 
attend  next  day,  as  he  had  a  proposal  of 
great  national  importance  to  make. 

Lord  Pomfret  said,  that  he  should  be 
extremely  glad  to  hear  the  Marquis's  mo- 
tion at  a  proper  time ;  but  that  he  had  a 
previous  motion  to  make,  which  was,  that 
the  House  should  be  adjourned  till  that 
day  se'nnight. 

Several  remarics  were  made  upon  this 
motion  by  some  lords  in  the  minority. 

Earl  Temple  said,  that  the  House  well 
mew  for  what  purpose  the  ministry  wanted 
in  adjournment :  it  was  to  settle  the  dis- 
ordered state  of  the  administration,  which 
ras  DOW  shattered  in  a  most  misera- 
le  manner,  and  in  all  likelihood  would 
fall  to  pieces ;  and  particularly  to 
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DVKES 

Rich  mood 
Portland 
MsDohester 
North  omberland 

Marquis 
Rockingham 
Earls 
Suffolk 
Stamford 
Ahiogdon 
Scarborough 
Albemarle 
Tankerville 
Aylesford 
Effingham 
Baekinghamshtre 
Fitzwilliam 
Temple 
Radnor 
Chatham 


ViSCODNT 

Torriogton 

Lords 
Abergavenny 
Byron 
Craren 
Hyde 
Ponsooby 
Lyttelton 
Wycombe 
GrosTenor 
Blilton 
Camden 
Boyle 
Trevor 
King 

MonsoB 
Ched  worth 
Foneacne 
Sondes 


The  Lwrds^  Address  of  Thanks.'^ 
Addrisss  agreed  to  was  as  follows : 


The 


ismisa  the  virtuous  and  independentlord 
ho  sat  on  the  woolsack,  and  to  supply 
is  place  with  some  obsequious  lawyer 
ho  would  do  as  he  was  commanded. 

Lord  Shelhume  said  nearly  the  same, 
od  added,  that  after  the  dismission  of  the 
resent  worthy  chancellor,  the  seals  would 
0  a  begging ;  but  he  hoped  there  would 
ot  be  found  in  the  kingdom  a  wretdi  so 
ase  and  mean  spirited,  as  to  accept  of 
lem  on  the  conditions  on  which  they 
lust  be  offered. 

The  House  divided  on  tbe  original 
lotion,  SW  for  It,  36«gai«tit, 


<<  Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 

*<  We,  your  Majes^'s  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  in  parliament  assemoled,  return 
your  Majesty  our  humble  thanks,  for  your 
most  sracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 

'<  We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty, 
that  it  is  with  the  greatest  4:oncem  we 
have  understood  that  the  distemper  among 
the  Horned  Cattle  has  lately  broke  out  in 
this  kingdom ;  we  desire  to  express  our 
gratitude  for  your  Majesty's  paternal  care 
and  attention  to  the  welfare  of  your  peo» 
pie,  in  the  steps  which  it  has  pleased  your 
Majesty  to  take,  with  the  advice  of  your 
privy  council,  to  check  the  instant  dsuger 
of  the  spreading  of  the  distemper  upon 
the  first  notice  of  its  appearance ;  ana  to 
assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will  imme* 
diately  enter  into  the  most  serious  consi- 
deration of  this  very  important  object,  and 
will  exert  our  utmost  endeavours  m  taking 
such  effectual  measures  as  may  secure  us 
against  so  great  a  calamity. 

**  We  return  your  Majesty  our  thanks 
for  the  repeated  assurances  your  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  give  us  of  your  fixed 
purpose  to  preserve  the  peace,  maintain- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  the  dignity  of  your 
crown,  and  the  interests  of  your  people* 
We  have  a  dutiful  sense  of  your  Majesty's 
provident  attention  to  prevent  the  neces- 
sity of  involving  your  subjects  in  fresh 
difficulties  after  the  great  l^urthens  to 
which  they  so  cheerfully  submitted,  in 
order  to  bring  the  late  war  to  a  happy 
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conclusion ;  and  we  have  great  satisfaction 
in  finding  that  the  assurances  given  to 
your  Majesty  by  the  other  mat  powers 
of  Europe,  affi>ra  reason  to  believe  that, 
without  prejudice  either  to  the  honour  of 
your  crown^.the  rights  of  your  people,  or 
the  eeneral  interests  of  Eurc^,  it  may 
•till  oe  in  your  Majesty's  power  to  con- 
tinue  to  your  subjects  the  nrther  enjoy- 
ments of  the  blessings  of  peace. 

<<  We  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will 
take  into  our  most  senous  consideration 
the  state  of  your  government  in  America : 
we  beg  leave  to  express  our  utmost  con- 
cern Uiat  the  success  of  your  Majesty's 
endeavours  to  bring  back  your  subjects 
there  to  a  due  sense  of  lawful  authcnrity, 
have  not  answered  your  Majesty's  ezpeo- 
tatiops.  We  shall  pe  ready  to  give  everv 
assistance  in  our  power  for  rendering  ef- 
fectual these  your  Majesty's  gracious  in- 
tentions, and  for  discountenancing  those 
unwarrantable  measures  practised  m  some 
qf  your  Majesty's  colonies,  which  appear 
calculated  to  destroy  the  commercial  con- 
nection between  them  and  the  mother 
countnr* 

**  We  think  it  our  duty  to  assure  your 
Majesty,  that  we  are  thoroughly  sensible 
that  the  wel&re  of  your  people  has  ever 
been  the  object  of  your  wishes,  and  the 
rule  of  all  your  actions ;  and  that  we  will 
endeavour  to  deserve  the  favourable  opi- 
nion which  your  Majesty  is  graciously 
pleased  to  express  of  our  oeing  governed 
oy  the  same  principles:  that  we  have  a 
perfect  reliance  on  your  Majesty's  pro- 
mised support  in  such  measures,  as  may 
serve  to  promote  those  ends ;  that  as  it  is 
peculiarly  incumbent  upon  us,  at  present, 
to  avoid  heats  and  animosities  among  our- 
aelvest  so  we  shall  endeavour  to  cultivate 
that  harmony  which  is  so  necessary  to  the 
oommon  cause,  and  which  alone  can  ren- 
der our  deliberations  respectable  and  ef- 
fectual ;  being  fully  persuaded  that  such  a 
conduct,  on  our  part,  must  greatly  con- 
tribute to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
this  country,  and  to  establish  a  due  sense 
of  the'  very  distinguished  advantages  of 
our  happy  constitution,  as  well  as  a  firm 
attachment  to  it,  and  must  justify,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  your  Majesty's  gracious 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  your  parlia- 
ment, and  in  their  zeal  for  the  true  in- 
terests of  your  people." 

The  King^s  Amtoer.^  His  Majesty  re- 
turned this  Answer ; 


**  My  Lords; 

<'  I  diank  you  for  this  tfectionateind 
lojral  Address:  your  resolutioa  to  enter 
immediately  into  the  constderatioik  ofsoch 
measures  as  may  best  secure  ui  sgiinst 
the  spreading  of  the  distemper  among  the 
homed  cattle,  aflbrds  me  great  aatjs&ctioik 

**  I  have  strong  reliance  on  your  deter* 
mination  to  give  me  every  tssutance  ia 
your  i^wer,  to  support  my  govemmeot  ia 
Amenca. 

<*  Your  assurances  of  du^  snd  loyalty 
towards  me,  and  your  resolution  to  culti- 
vate harmony  among  youneWei,  gWeox 
very  sincere,  pleasure." 

Dehaie  in  the  Commons  on  ike  Adirm 
qfThatdu*.']  The  Commons  beiog  ie> 
turned  to  their  House, 

*  From  the  Qcntlenan's  Magssue. 

The  following  Abstract  of  this  Debite  b 
Uken  from  the  London  Maganne  for  Junry 
1770: 

Proceediags  of  the  House  of  Connw, 
January  9,  1770,  in  a  Letter  from  i 
CorrespondeDt : 

Sir ;  you  know  the  Kinff'a  Speech  takes  m 
notice  of  the  Petitions.  You  Iikewiie  koov, 
that  when  an  Address  was  propoged,  io  aMver 
to  the  Speech,  a  motion  was  made  for  the  m- 
lowing  Amendment  to  it,  m.  *«  That  tk< 
Hooae  sboatd  assure  bis  Bf  i^jesty  they  vod< 
proceed  to  enquire  into  die  causei  of  tbedif 
contents  in  bis  Majesty's  dominioos."  I  ben- 
with  send  you  an  Abstract  of  the  Debatei  m 
this  motion.  I  cannot  pretend  to  give  jm  lii 
that  was  said  upon  it,  for  I  was  ^f^, 
when  it  was  made ;  but  from  what  I^ 
learn,  not  a  great  deal  ^d  been  nid  benitl 
got  in. 

Lord  Clare  was  then  speaking ;  from  wMt 
I  beard  of  his  speech,  be  admitted  tbattbet 
were  discontents.  . 

Mr.  Cornwall  was  the  next  that  apoke,  s 
appearance,  very  independently,  and  oiucb  s 
the  sentiments,  if  not  quite  in  the  «^^J  |f^ 
great  and  patriotic  members  who  composed  thn 
glorious  and  ever  memorable  parliameot  d 
1640.  He  said  there  were  gnetancea,  w 
?ery  great  one»;  that  he  knew  there  werejrei 
discontents  in  the  county  which  behTeduiJ 
and  that,  in  his  opinion,  a  change  of  meo  www 
not  satisfy  the  people,  but  that  there  ousiM 
something  more  done.  g. 

The  Attorney  General  spoke  next.  W 
speech  tended  to  shew,  thai  we  ooold  not  p 
perly  take  notice  of  any  disoonlenta,  ihera  » 
ins  nothing  bdbre.us  to  warrant sach a nvj 
posal,  (this,  1  thought,  was  speaking  ia^ 
like  8  lawyer,  but  not  like  a  represeotam 
that  in  Jhe  oounty  be  lived  in,  he  oerw  b^ 
of  any  grievsAoes,  mii  di4  notlhiiiktbeia'*** 


m] 
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SlrGeorre  Osborne  moved,  *<That  an 
humble  A&resa  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, to  return  his  Majesty  the  thanks  of 
this  House,  for  his  most  gracious  Speech 
from  the  throne* 

**  To  express  to  his  Majesty  our  seripus 

toy  bedy  in  it,  who  believed  Ihtre  were  any 
Terv  extraordinary  ;  that,  for  bis  own  part,  he 
kd  beard  of  petitions  being  in  some  places  un  - 
h\j  obtaineif,  bat  that  he  declined,  for  the 
present,  ffiviog  any  opinion  about  their  legfa* 
by,  or  what  might  oe  the  consequence  of  them, 
seeing  so  auny  persons  of  distinction  were  eon- 
eemed  in  tbeos ;  and  concinded  against  the 
motion. 

I  think  George  Ondom  was  tlie  next.  He 
liid  tbe  petitions  were  no  proof  of  any  general 
discontent ;  and  that  in  one  county,  that  which 
be  had  the  hononr  to  represent,  he  knew  the 
majority  of  the  IreehoMers  were  not  1m  the  mea- 
aare ;  that  the  principal  gentlemen  in  the  county 
were  not  eoocemed  m  it ;  that  very  few  of  tbe 
jottices  of  peace  had  signed  the  petition,  and 
very  few  of  the  cleivy. 

He  was  answered  by  sir  Anihomy  Ahtfyj  who 
obeerrcd,  that  though  he  was  a  friend  and  well 
nisber  to  the  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  he 
roast  say,  hy  far  the  greateat  part  of  the  gen* 
demen  of  great  property  were  at  the  meeting, 
asd  signed  the  petitton ;  that  as  for  himself,  ho 
ooaid  not  attend  the  meeting,  being  ill  at  the 
time,  bot  he  did  sign  it;  that  he  never  would 
ieoy  himself  being  an  active  man  in  it}  that  aa 
to  tbe  bononraUe  gentleman,  and  aa  to  the 
freeholders  not  knowing  what  they  were  about, 
is  Mr.  Onslow  had  insinuated,  he  would  very 
vadily  admit  they  did  not,  when  they  chose 
lim  for  their  representative. 
Col.  Onsiowj  cousin  to  Georve,  spoke  next. 
¥bat  be  said  is  not  worth  recollection. 
Next  to  him  was  Mr.  Thomas  de  Grey,  bro- 
ler  to  the  Attorney  €leneral.  He  said  he  had 
le  honour  to  serve  fer  a  great  county,  (Nor- 
Mc)  bat  no  petition  had  been  resolr ed  upon  by 
le  gentlemen,  nor  any  JH^reat  srrievanoe  com- 
aioed  of.  Speakioff  of  the  Westminsterpe- 
ioners,  he  called  wem  *  base-born.'  l^is 
ive  offence,  and 

Mr.  Serjeant  Gfynn  got  up,  and  said,  the 
Ml.  gentleman  had  broke  throo?h  order,  and 
as  going  to  make  a  motion  ;  bat  upon  Mr. 
te  Grey's  retracting,  and  oonfessing  his  error, 
lat  ho  was  not  so  correct  in  bis  langnage  as 
le  learned  seijeantr— the  motion  was  waved. 
0e  Grey's  having  asserted  there  was  no 
rievance  oomplaiuM  of  in  his  ooooty,  ocea- 
med  a  great  many  gentlemen  to  ^ei  up,  and 
tve  an  noconnt  of  what  had  passed  la  their  re- 
leetive  cooaties :  amongst  those  was 
Sir  G.  Saviiie.  He  attacked  the  Attorney 
ieneral,  upon  what  he  bad  objected  to  tlie 
meodoient,  vis.  '  Nothing  before  the  House ;' 
lat  he  never  understood  that  we  could  not  uke 
Mice  of  any  tiling  that  did  not  come  before  ns 
f  waj  of  petitioB ;  were  they  not  to  use  their 


coiiceniy  that,  notwithstanding  eveiy  pro- 
caution  which  could  be  used  for  prevent- 
ing  the  communication  of  the  infectioias 
disorder  among  the  Homed  Cattle  froas 
foreign  parts,  that  most  alarming  dutem* 
per  appears  to  have  again  broken  oul  in 

own  reason ;  were  they  to  shut  their  eyes  and 
ears  f  that  be  looked  upon  ns  as  the  grand  in« 
quest  of  tbe  nation ;  related  hia  epoduct  with 
respect  to  the  Yorkahire  petition ;  that  he  did 
not  originally  aaove  it,  hot  was  sent  to  by  a 
number  of  gentlemen  at  the  races,  and  gave  an 
account  of  the  great  caution  he  had  used  in 
that  matter ;  however,  that  he  was  so  lar  frbm 
dreading  any  thing  that  the  Attorney  General 
had  thrown  out,  that  he  did  avow  bis  having 
dedared  his  opinion,  that  the  Rcoolution  which 
adjudged  Lnttrell  duly  eleeted,  was  illegal,  and 
that  M  was  still  of  the  same  opinion ;  that  he  did 
by  no  means  approve  of  a  crow  a  officer  throwing 
out  his  opinion  m  terrorem  at  ua:  sir  A.  Abdy 
had  said  the  same.  Those  who  had  signed  the 
petition  avowed  the  act,  and  dared  their  bppo* 
oenis  to  punish  them. 

Ra^y  spoke  next.  His  aim  was,  by  wit 
and  ndienle,  to  lessen  the  weight  of  tbe  petl* 
tions,  and  with  this  view,  he  proceeded  to  re- 
hUe  what  he  bad  heard  of  the  landhird  of  the 
inn  at  Chelmsford,  with  respect  to  the  Essex 
petitioners,  to  shew  that  there  were  few  or  no 
principal  gentlemen  among  them. 

Loitl  John  Cavendish  spoke  next,  then  Mr. 
Sheriff  Townsend,  and  Mr.  Aubrey  all  totho 
same  purpose. 

Colonel  Barri  rose.  He  urged  the  publie 
discontents,  and  broiH^t  several  instances  of 
the  minislers  imprudent  conduct,  mentioned 
the  matter  of  the  colonies,  and  particularly 
abewed  the  absurd  conduct  of  one  of  the  go- 
vernors they  bad  seat  over  (Lord  Botetourt) 
He  insisted  on  the  mihisler's  having  occasioned 
discontents  at  home,  and  having  sacrificed,  as 
he  hsd  too  much  rsason  to  believe,  the  hononr 
of  the  British  flag.  He  desired  to  know,  whe- 
ther orders  had  not  been  issued  from  some 
qusrter,  that  we  should  not  insist  on  the  ho- 
nours due  to  our  flag ;  and  he  called  upon  sir 
Edward  Uawke  to  say,  whether  all  that  was 
ftir  bad  been  done. 

8ir  Edward  disclaimed  knowing  of  any  or- 
ders to  that  purpose. 

Lord  North  made  bot  a  poor  defence  of  the 
ministry,  and  used  some  arguments,  that,  whan 
they  came  to  be  examiuM  into,  turned  very 
strongly  against  him.  His  chief  srgoments 
against  there  being  sny  appearance  of  discon- 
tent were,  that  the  nsajority  of  the  couotiea  bad 
not  petitioned ;  that,  in  those  which  had  peti- 
tioned, very  few  gentlemen  of  great  property, 
very  tew  justices  of  the  peace,  and  very  tew  der* 
gymen  had  signed  tbe  petitions,  lie  partieu- 
iarly  insisted  upon  tbe  county  of  Middlesex. 
He  sverred  that  not  one  justice  of  peace  bad 
signed.  He  asserted  the  same  nearly  with  re- 
spect to  Westminster^  He  recited  the  proceed- 
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■ome  parts  of  the  kingdom;  and  at  tlie 
lame  time  to  dedare,  that  we  are  trilly 
aensible  of  hia  Majesty's  paternal  care  and 
Tigilance  for  the  security  of  his  people,  in 
having  given  the  earliest  directions  for 
every  measure  to  be  pursued,  that  might 
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be  most  likely  to  ^ve  an  immediate  check 
to  the  first  spreadms;  of  the  bfection;  and 
that  we  will  not  fan  to  take  thb  most  im- 
portant  matter  inco  our  immediate  consi- 
deration,  and  to  make  such  provisiooi  as 
shall  appear  best  calculated  to  carry  into 


ings  of  that  House  in  tbe  last  senion,  with  re- 
gard to  tbe  expalsioD  of  Mr.  Wilkes ;  tbongh 
he  entered  not  into  the  defence  of  the  incapaci- 
tating resolutioD,  to  shew,  by  any  aatborities 
in  law,  its  legality,  (so  what  be  here  said  was 
idle,  every  bod^  koowiag  tbe  lads)  but  avowed 
his  former  opbion,  insisting  ooour  antbority 
to  determine  all  election  matters,  and  tbat  oor 
determination  was  final. 

1  tbink  tbe  patriotic  Serjeant  [Glynn]  spoke 
next.  He  shewed  the  necessity  of  the  Amend- 
ment ;  that  tbe  nation  expected  redress ;  and 
that  for  us  to  refose  any  enquiry  into  those  dis- 
contents, was  to  drive  the  people  to  despair ; 
tliat,  be  tbe  discontents  well  or  ill  founded,  an 
enquiry  ought  to  be  made,  and  since  tbey  bad 
confessed  tnere  were  discontents,  no  reason 
could  be  given  why  the  causes  of  them  should 
not  be  enquired  into.  With  respect  to  tbe  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  he  believed  those  of  Middle- 
sex were  not  considered  in  so  honourable  a 
IMt,  that  if  be  Was  speaking  of  a  gentleman 
of  tbat  county,  it  would  not  St  thooffbt  an  ad- 
ditional compliment  to  aay  of  him,  that  be  was 
hi  the  commission  of  the  peace.  * 

All  who  spoke  on  this  side  of  tbe  question, 
were  exceeding  bold  and  spirited,  and  did,  as  it 
were,  set  at  defiance  tbe  power  of  administra- 
tion. 

The  military  Marquis  [of  Granby]  spoke 
next.  He  expressed  a  kinil  of  sorrow  for  his 
past  conduct  He  said  be  was  dissatisfied  with 
tbe  voice  he  had  given  upon  a  former  question ; 
that  there  were  diaconteots,  and  he  wished  tbe 
causes  of  them  to  be  eoqnuvd  into. 

General  Conwav got  up  next,  and  I  believe  the 
minority  thought  be  was  going  to  make  tbe  same 
declaratioo,  and  indeed  be  set  out  as  if  be  meant 
to  do  so ;  but  he  80  qualified  his  expressions, 
that  for  some  time  no  person  conld  tell  for  which 
aide  he  would  declare*  He  said  there  were  dis- 
contents ;  that  they  ought  to  be  enquired  into, 
but  tbat  he  should  give  his  vote  against  the 
Amendment,  because  it  was  no  part  of  the 
Speech.  Besides,  such  a  general  mention  of 
complaints,  was  to  adopt  the  complaint  made 
against  us,  and  the  praver  for  our  dissolution, 
tbisn  which  there  could  be  nothing  more  ab- 
surd. With  respect  to  tbe  Resolution,  be  bad 
been,  and  stilt  was  of  opinion  that  it  waa  legal, 
but  that  be  wouki  not  aet  up  bis  opinion  for 
law. 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton  began  with  observing 
upon  tbe  question,  (viz.  alteration)  tbat  be 
could  not  see  how  we  could  alter  bur  judgment ; 
that  he  looked  upon  us  as  a  court,  as  in  tbat 
respect,  whose  determinatam  was  final,  there 
beiOff  no  appeal  from  oor  dedsioo,  they  being 
tbe  dernier  resort  in  electwn  matters  ^  tbat  he 


did  not  speak  this  with  any  view  to  prijiidioe 
the  question ;    but  tbat  when  it  came  %  it 
might  be  considered,  tbat  there  was  no  preoe- 
denjt  of  our  altering  our  judgment ;  that  if  tibey 
argued  from  analogy,  there  wasoothinglikeit 
IB  the  constitution ;  that  the  jiM^meiitaoftbe 
upper  House  were  final ;  tbat  be  had  tlKNfbt, 
and  atill  did,  tbe  proceeding  legal,  tboogh  he 
was  ready  to  be  convinced  by  tbe  opinioo  of  ike 
House,  but  that,  if  a  revenal  of  thatjodgnat 
should  be  thought  necessary,  it  was  bishafflUe 
opinion,  an  act  would  be  the  most  legal  aod 
constitnttoaal  way  of  setting  the  matter  rigbi 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke  began  with  itprebad* 
ing  sir  Fletcher  for  giving  his  pritate  opiiMQ 
in  a  matter  net  now  la  debate,  at  the  same  dme 
not  aaying  one  ayllable  to  tbe  qnealioo,  or  sst* 
ing  the  matter  of  tbe  petitions  right ;  tint  it 
was  such  an  answer,  to  what  bad  Imcd  aswrtd 
of  a  general  discontent,  to  say  that  tbe  majoritf 
of  tbe  counties  had  not  petitioned,  ai  be  ha 
never  beard.    What,  is  it  not  a  bad  soren* 
moot,  nnleas  all  tbe  counties  of  Eo^laod  rep 
sent  it  as  such  ?    Is  there  no  proof  of  the  mi* 
jority  of  freehoMera  being  diacooteotedfUalest 
msjority  of  tbe  principal  gentlemen  io  tbe  peti- 
tioning countiea,  unless  the  justices  of  the  peis 
sign  the  pctitkm  ?    Are  the  farmen  of  oo  iC' 
count?    The  gentlemen  have  maoj|r  wajio( 
aecuring  to  themselves  an  interest  id  tbegt* 
vemment ;  pensions,  places,  being  admitted  (• 
the  levees  of  great  men;  but  what  bare  the 
small  freeholders  ?    They  have  no  weigbt,  do 
share  in  tbe  |[ovemment,  if  tbey  are  to  bees- 
eluded  tbe  pnvilegeof  electing  represeotttives, 
and  complaining  of  grievances  in  the  way  tbey 
have  done.    lie  here  made  a  most  ptibeije 
allusion  to  the  parable  of  tbe  poor  mao's  \m 
and    said  this   was    tbe  fireeboUen'  tii^ 
But  what  an  argument  is  it  to  say  tbat  the 
petitions  do  not  express  any  general  discaoteot, 
because  the  principal  gentlemen  do  not  s^ 
them?  Tbe  gentlemen,  it  is  well  fcDOvo,tf| 
much  influenced;  but  the  freeholders  are  ib>f( 
all  menace,  all  fear,  all  influence.    Tbe  jistxtf 
of  peace  do  not  sign?    Tbe  justices  of  petfi 
are  under  tbe  immediate  appoioUneot «  "J 
crown ;  and  if  it  were  that  tbey  did  not  flgn,  ^ 
should  hope  it  would  be  one  of  the  laiiuyB; 
menta  against  the  petitkms,  if  ever  iteiD 
any.    Good  God !  Sir,  is  there  no  diieo^ 
if  all  tbe  counties  do  not  petitioo  ?  >| 
would  they  have  tbat  govemmeotto  be,  wl 
every  member  of  tbe  commaoity  is  to  coo- 
plain  against  it  ?  I  never  beard  of  sodi  u  ^T 
gument  aa  tbia  before,  and  hope  it  will  oo*  ■» 
for  the  last  ume.    There  never  was  soy  t^ 
like  present  complaint ;  not  one  W***^  .c! 
tion  or  address  from  the  time  tbe  wst  ff»^ 
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iGlaal  and  complete  execution  his  Ma- 
;v'8  salutary  intentions;  and  thereby, 
nx  as  by  human  means  can  be  accom- 
iiedy  to  guard  against  the  danger  of  so 
at  a  calamity  becoming  general. 
*  To  assure  nis  Majesty,  that  his  faith- 


\  presented.  Look  into  the  history  of  for- 
r  times,  into  Charles  tbe  second  s  times,  into 
er  periods,  when  petitions  were  presented. 
s«  there  not  {Mtitions  a^inst  petitions? 
B  Whigs  petitioning  one  thing,  the  Tories 
linst  it ;  two  parties  always  opposing  one 
itfacr ;  bat  there  nefer  was  any  thing  like 

present.     Another  thing  tliey  nrge  against 
itloos  is,  that  where  the  Middlesex  petition 
led  many  grievances,  the  other  counties  re- 
led  them  as  groundless.    What!  because 
ly  do  not  mention  them,  but  confine  tbem- 
res  to  the  dragon,  the  hucfe  grievance,  is 
It  an  evidence  that  they  think  they  do  not 
ist  ?    J  was  one  of  those  who  advised  tbe  not 
Mtioning  them,  hut  confining  the  complaints 
tbe  violation  of  election ;  not  that  I  thought, 
\  (meaning  lord  North)  woiHd  represent,  that 
ey  did  not  exist,  for  there  are  a  great  many 
her  very  great  grievances,  but  it  alone  was  suN 
lieot  to  orge  a  dissolution ;  I  say,  Sir,  it  alone 
IS  sufficient ;  and  we  ought  all.  Sir,  to  fall 
iwo  and  prostrate  ourselves  at  bis  Majesty's 
et,  and  implore  a  dissolution,  for  what  we 
tfe  been  guilty  of.    It  is  our  bouoden  duty 
do  it    »>me  of  the  best,  the  only  patriotic 
embers  in  the  Long  Parliament  of  Charles  2, 
s  Pension  Parliament,  as  it  was  called,  went 
(fiir  as  this.    I  am  not  at  liberty  now  to  go 
to  an  argument  upon  the  incapacitating  mea- 
se.   I  will  only  say,  that  all  the  sophistry  of 
s  greatest  Uwyers  has  not  been  able  to  con- 
Bse  one  roan  of  Its  legality,  nor  even  to  raise 
doubt  about  it — He  here  said  something  as  to 
^argument  that  bad  been  alleged  of  tbecler- 
Sr  not  having  signed,  observing,  that  church 
nferments  did  always  most  powerfully  ope* 
te  with  them.    Notwithstanding,  be  said  he 
saw  some   that   had   signed ;   and   as   to 
bat  had  been   said,   that   the   freeholders 
id  not  know,   did    not  understand,  what 
ley  were  about ;  he  knew  the  epithets  '  base 
Mn,'  and  '  scum  of  the  earth,'  had  been  ap- 
Btd  to  them,  and  now  it  was  contended,  the 
pbion  of  the  gentlemen  was  only  to  be  re- 
srded.    But  why  are  not  freeboldfers  gentle-^ 
its?     What  is  there  that  makes  the  free- 
dders  base  bom,  if  tbe  gentlemen,  as  they  are 
•Ued,  are  not  ?    I  know  not,  our  constitution 
Ssws  not.    A  freeholder  is  as  good  a  gentle- 
Mn  as  any  in  tbe  kingilom.    I  am  ashamed 
f  the  arguments  that  have  been  used,  to  shew 
hat  there  are  no  discontents,  or  just  grounds  of 
iWDplaint    Tbey  are  such,  that  if  they  were 
^9  no  discontent,  no  ground  of  complaint 
B^d  ever  exist    Dut  the  administration  tbem- 
^^  do  not  agree.    For  while  some  in  high 
^ic^  ODDtend  there  are  none,  others  in  as  high 
1^^  frankly  admit  there  are,  and  that  an 
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ful  Commons  have  too  just  a  sense  of  the 
blessings  of  peace,  and  feel,  with  his  Ma- 
jesty, too  tender  a  concern  for  the  ease  of 
their  fellow  subjects,  not  to  rejoice  at  the 
prospect  which  the  assurances  given  by 
the  other  great  powers  of  Europe  afford 

enquiry  ou|^ht  to  lie  made  into  the  causes  of 
them.    I  must  detain  you,  Sir,  with  a  few  ob- 
servations upon  the  minister's  speech.    He  has 
not  thought  fit  to  say  a  sellable  of  those  dis- 
contents. 

He  proceeded  now  to  state  the  affairs  of  Ame- 
rica. He  observed,  that  they  had  brought  the 
affairs  of  that  country  into  such  a  situation, 
into  such  difficulty,  that  wisdom -itself  could 
not  devise  the  means  of  setting  them  right  i 
that  they  had  reversed  every  principle  of  pru- 
dent conduct 

In  this  part  he  particularly  exerted  himself. 
It  is  impossible  to  recollect  even  the  heads  of 
all  tbe  variety  of  proofs  he  brought  to  establish 
what  be  had  advanced,  and  those  1  do  recollect 
lose  all  their  beauty  and  energy,  by  tbe  bad  re- 

Cresentation  here  given  of  them.    Every  thing 
e  asserted  he  demonstrated  by  most  irrefraga- 
ble proofs.    Mr.  Borke  said,  that  the  ministry 
havmg  plunged  tbe  affairs  of  America  into  the 
greatest  difficulties,  they  should  now  come  to 
ask  parliament  to  get  them  out ;  that  they 
found  America  in  the  most  perfect  peace  and 
harmony ;  that  they  were'  the  first  and  only 
cause  of  destroying  that  harmony ;  that  they  ' 
laid  a  doty  or  tax  upon  America,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  for  tbey  declared 
at  the  time,  tbey  knew  it  would  not  defray  the 
officers  charges  (a  tax,  with  respect  to  us,  con- 
fessedly the  most  impolitic,  being  a  duty  on 
our  own  exports)  but  with  the  avowed  design 
of  asserting  the  right  to  raise  a  revenue ;  that 
be  would  not  mention  tbe  Stamp  Act,  but  what 
sort  of  an  act  in  tbe  name  of  wonder  was  this ! 
They  begin  with  treating  America  harshly; 
tbey  afterwards  speak  of  her  as  disaffected  i, 
they  at  last  drive  her  to  despair.    They  with- 
hold all  appearances  of  favour ;  no  dawn  of 
hope  is  afforded  her.    They  send  over  a  mili- 
taiy  force ;  they  recal  that  force,  and  send  over 
a  military  force  again.    They  menace  and  use 
compulsion  first,  and  then  use  softening  mea- 
sures.   They  endeavour  to  win  the  Americans 
into  a  compliance,  tifter  having  failed  in  com- 
pelling them.     Was  there  ever  any  conduct 
like  this !  any  thing  so  absurd !  to  menace  and 
use  compulsive  measures  first,  and  this  failing 
to  ask,  to  intreat,  to  beg  a  compliance.    What 
consistency  was  this !    They  reverse  the  rule 
of  all  wise  and  prudent  governments,  which  try 
gentle  measures  first,  and  if  those  fail,  have  re- 
course to  compulsive  ones.  What  opinion  must 
the  Americans  have  of  us  ?    Must  they  not 
think  we  are  a  set  of  the  most  inconsistent,  con- 
temptible wretches   upon  earth  ?    I  do  not 
mean  to  justify  all  they  have  done:  however, 
in  moat  things  they  have  reasoned  better  on  tbe 
constitution  than  us.    Tbe  minister's  speech 
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to  his  Majestj,  that  the  present  disturb- 
ances  will  not  extend  to  any  part,  where 
the  security,  honour,  or  interest  of  this 
nation  may  make  it  necessary  for  his  Ma- 
jesty to  become  a  party ;  that  we  have  the 

of  last  year  bad  a  charge  Sfi^DSt  tbem,  at  least 
ope  colooy,  as  being  rebellioos ;  and  I  remem- 
ber very  well,  at  tbe  opeDing  of  the  session,  we 
were  desired  to  concur,  and  be  unanimous  in 
our  resolves  on  tbe  subject  of  America.  Did 
any  body  e?er  bold  a  contrary  condnctP  In 
tbe  middle  of  tbe  session  the  ministry  pass  se- 
Teral  resolutions,  condemning  tbe  proceedings 
of  thdr  assemblies,  accusing  tbem  of  treason, 
by  tbe  vote  whicb  resolved,  (hat  the  act  of  king 
Henry  8,  extended  to  them.  Tbat  resolution 
must  be  understood  as  accusing  them  of  trea- 
son ;  for  otberwise,  why  resolve,  tbat  an  act  of 
parliament  made  against  treason  extended  to 
them  ?  But,  after  tbis  horrid  accusation,  was 
any  body  ever  brought  over  to  be  tried  for  trea- 
son ?  and  yet  tbey  are  accused  of  it.  But 
wbat  do  tbe  colonies  do  upon  this?  Why,  the 
colony  of  Vir^nia,  in  which  I  think  they  shew 
better  reasoning  upon  tbe  constitution  than 
we  do,  came  to  a  resolution,  in  which  they 
plainly  question  tbe  legality  of  our  resolu- 
tion. But  wbat  governor  do  they  send  to  tbis 
colony  P  (and  in  those  critical  situations  strict 
regard  ought  to  be  paid  to  tbe  qualifications  of 
*  persons  sent  to  discnarge  so  important  a  duty) 
a  man.  is  sent  no  way  qualified  to  discbarge 
tbat  high  trust ;  (be  then  read  the  speeches 
that  passed  between  the  governor  and  the  go- 
Terned,  in  which  are  the  most  ridiculous  ab- 
surdities.) 

Then  he  went  into  another  part  of  the  Speech. 
l*hey  have  told  Europe  that  we  are  afraid  of 
ffoing  to  war,  and  they  have  given  one  of 
the  strongest  reasons  in  the  world,  the  want  of 
supplies.  I  am  afraid  of  its  truth ;  but  tbat  is 
not  always  to  be  told.  What,  must  tbis  coun- 
try, tbat  used  to  give  law  to  Europe  ?  &c.  &c. 
— But  I  must  not  omit  mentioning  some  of  his 
bold  and  spirited  assertions.  Describing  tbe 
miseries  of  bis  couBtr3^,  its  dangers  from  with- 
out, its  discontents  within,  addressing  himself 
to  tbe  Speaker  more  particularly.  You  have 
beard,  said  be,  the  very  existence  of  this  House 
questioned,  its  authority  contemned ;  and  can 
you  sit  still,  unmoved,  and  bear  this?  No! 
the  very  chair  you  sit  in  shakes ;  it  is  without 
a  foundation ;  do  you  not  feel  it  stir  ?  do 
Tou  not  feel  it  rub  against  you?  You 
nave  heard  to  day.  Sir,  what  cannot  be 
beard  among  us,  the  representative  of  a  very 
great  county,  (looking  to  sir  George  Sa- 
ville)  declare,  tbat  a  resolution,  a  judgment  of 
ours,  was  illegal ;  tbat  be  told  bis  constitutents 
■o.  You  heard  him  patiently.  He  ought  to 
be  sent  to  the  Tower !  Many  the  most  respect- 
able present,  speakin|[  for  their  coustituentB, 
have  said  the  same  thing.  They  ought  to  be 
sent  to  the  same  place.  I  ought  to  be  sent. 
r  have  said  this  day,  ^hat  in  the  ordinary 
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fullest  confidence  that  his  Msjestj  H 
never  be  unmindfiil  of  those  iinportnt4 
jects ;  and  that  we  observe  with  greita' 
tisfaction  his  Majesty's  wise  atteDtin  i 


course  of  things,  could  not  pssi  snpoDsUl 
But  we  are  not,  in  the  ordinary  coone  ii 
first  day's  meeting,  to  echo  back  the 
the  minister.  We  most  not  be  in  the 
course.  We  must  not  be  like  the 
cattle  in  the  bold,  white  the  ship  of  the 
goes  smoothly  down  the  still  itreaa  of 
river. 

It  bad  been  urged  by  some  of  the 
party,  that  every  undue  influence,  efttj 
bad  neen  practised ,  to  bring  about  the  pel  * 
by  writing,  private  meetings,  dec  In  ii 
he  said,  what  arts !  was  writing  asd 
undue  influence?  and  are  we  not  st  lila^i 
tell  our  Constituents  what  we  tbiok  opn 
we  do  ?  I  never  b^ard  before  that  wri(ii| 
printing  were  nndue  influence.  Whit  art 
been  used !  nothing  but  what  wai  booeit, 
braved  the  day ;  an  art  tbat  I  hope  wil 
be  used.  If  any  thing  unconstitotioBil,f 
thing  illegal  has  been  done,  panish  theofi 
ers.  If  the  petitions  are  groundlefl,  pit 
the  promoters  of  those  petitions.  Netuf 
tbis  sort  has  been  attempted.  Tbe  tit, ' ' 
me.  Sir,  is  a  Fery  honest  one.  Yoo  hor 
body  recede,  nobody  disctaiin  the  art  It ' 
an  art  to  preserve  the  constitution,  tfaeftis 
government.  Do  not  think  1  say  it  is  (he I 
government:  no,  by  no  oceans;  it  miyk 
theory:  but  let  us,  at  least,  preserve  the'" 
of  a  constitution.  The  opinion  of  the 
holders  has  been  ridiculed  and  repraesld 
the  effect  of  ignorance.  The  opioioior' 
freeholders,  of  the  yeomen  of  this  cosntr/i 
their  sons,  is  not  to  be  so  treated.  IVy 
good  sense  at  least,  if  they  have  not  aOAei 
genuity,  alltbt)  sophistry  of  some  ges^^ 
They  are  an  honest,  a  most  respecnUekw 
We  have  beard  a  great  deal  of  tbe  *  pnjj 
gentlemen.'  It  would  be  well  to  reiifflg 
Sir,  that  the  people  once  struggled  Ar  w 
liberties,  and  they  bad  the  gooo  lo^  ||(! 
tbe  better :  and  what  became  of  tbe  gendc"^ 
why,  they  were  made  the  servants  of"**** 
nics  and  persons  in  business.  Let  sotwp* 
a  stress  be  laid  upon  the  <  principal  fTorti^ 
We  are  told  that  there  are  no  geaenldst*^ 
tents ;  that  tbe  majority  are  very  wdl  JjJ 
tetfted.  Why.  Sir,  lord  ClarendoD,  when  N^ 
^ving  an  acconnt  of  Charies  tbe  Flnt^ia* 
tion,  before  the  gates  of  the  palace,  tevn 
the  g«nerality  of  his  people  were  forhiy^J^ 
none,  it  seems,  but  »« base  bom"  ftwbiWJ 
and  the  "  scum  of  the  earth,"  arc  net  * 
contented. 

Such,  Mr.  Editor,  were  tbe  priodpal  tf^ 
meats  on  the  proposed  Amendmest;^ 
good  sense  of  your  readers  I  now  sobmrt  IM 
only  observing,  tbat  the  Amendment  m^ 
jected  by  a  very  great  majority.— 1  •*»  *• 
jopr  constant  reader^  Ascuca!^ 
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Ue  general  interests  of  Europe,  in  his 
determination  not  to  acknowlec^e  any 
claims  of  any  of  the  other  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, contrary  to  the  limitations  of  the 
late  treaties  of  peace. 

**  To  express  our  sincere  concern,  that 
Us  Majes^'s  endeavours  to  bring  back 
his  subjects  in  America  to  a  just  sense  of 
their  dutv  have  hitherto  proved  so  little 
raccessful ;  and  to  assure  his  Majesty, 
that,  as  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment there  does  undoubtedlv  well  deserve 
the  serious  attention  of  parhament,  no  en« 
deavours  shall  be  wanUng  on  our  part  to 
make  effectual  provisions  against  the  un- 
warrantable measures  carried  on  in  some 
of  his  Majesty's  colonies,  which  are  so  ir- 
reconcilable to  every  principle  of  commer- 
cial subserviency  to  the  mterest  of  the 
mother  country  that  ought  to  prevail  in 
colonies,  and  which,  by  attempting  to  sub- 
ject the  highest  lesal  authority  to  the  con- 
troul  of  individuals,  tend  to  subvert  the 
foundation  of  all  government. 

'*  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  we  will, 
with  the  utmost  cheerfulness  and  dispatch, 
grant  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  ser- 
Tice  of  the  current  year. 

**  To  acknowledge,  with  the  warmest 
gratitude,  that  the  welfare  of  these  kins- 
doms  has  been  the  constant  object  of  his 
Majesty's  wishes,  and  the  unvaned  rule  of 
his  actions. 

**  To  offer  to  his  Majesty  our  most  duti- 
ful thanks,  for  the  favourable  opinion 
which  his  Majeshr  is  pleased  to  entertain 
of  the  conduct  of  his  parliament ;  and  to 
assure  his  Majesty,  that  we  will  steadily 
persevere  in  such  principles  as  are  most 
agreeable  to  the  true  spirit  of  this  free 
constitution,  and  invariably  pursue  such 
measures  as  are  most  conducive  to  the 
real  happiness  of  the  people. 

**  To  declare,  thaty  earnestly  desirous 
of  justifying  to  all  the  world  his  Majesty's 
gracious  declaration  of  his  confidence  in  us, 
we  will  make  it  our  study  to  avoid  all  heats 
and  animosities  amongst  ourselves,  whicln 
we  are  truly  sensible,  is  at  this  time  pecu- 
liarly necessary,  to  give  weight  to  our  de- 
liberations, to  estd)lish  the  prosperity, 
tnd  to  maintain  in  its  true  lustre  the  repu- 
tation, of  this  country. 

**  And  that,  while  we  on  our  part  are 
&ithfully  executing  the  trust  reposed  in 
Ug,  by  endeavouring  to  the  utmost 'of  our 
P9wer  to  promote  these  good  ends,  we 
tirust  that  all  who  live  under  this  happy 
Constitution  will  be  cdnvipced  how  indis^ 
^lensaUy  it  is  their  duty  to  pay  that  obe- 


dience to  the.Iaws,  and  just  reverence  to 
lawful  authority,  by  which  alone  their  own 
rights  can  be  preserved,  and  the  distin^- 
guished  blessings  which  they  enjoy  above 
all  other  nations  be  rendereid  secure  and 
permanept." 

Mr.  Ralph  Patfne  said : 

Sir ;  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  rise 
up  on  this  occasion,  to  remark  a  new  in- 
stance of  that  paternal  care  in  our  most 
gracious  Sovereign,  which  distinguishes 
tne  &ther  of  his  people.  Objects  which 
in  themselves  are  the  most  important,  do 
not  always  strike  the  mind  with  the  greatest 
force.  The  encroachments  of  princes 
upon  the  dominions  of  each  other,  the 
deposition  of  one  sovereijp,  and  the 
establishment  of  another,  nil  the  minds 
of  those  with  solicitude  and  perturba- 
tion, to  whom  the  influence  of  such 
events  can  never  reach,  or  to  whom  they 
would  produce  much  less  evil  than  the  wars 
that  are  undertaken  to  repress  or  prevent 
them :  men  clamour  for  war,  and  are  im- 
patient for  the  march  of  armies,  and  the 
sailing  of  fleets,  who  never  reflect,  that  in 
peace  life  is  preserved^  and  that  in  war  it 
IS  lost;  that  in  peace  the  public  expedce 
is  small,  in  war  it  is  great,  and  that  every 
individual  will  find  it  more  difficult  to  sub- 
sist, in  proportion  as  he  pays  subsidies  for 
the  destruction  of  others.  But  the  disease 
of  a  beast,  and  the  distress  of  a  farmer, 
are  objects  which  strike  only  those  who  see  ' 
important  events  in  small  causes;  a  distem- 
per among  cattle,  is  a  calamity,  which,  if  it 
prevails,  will  enter  every  door ;  it  will  spread 
like  the  shadows  of  the  night,  a  darkness, 
which  like  that  of  Egypt  will  be  felt.  It 
is  now  ravaging  a  neiehbouring  state,  and 
that  at  present  a  small  circle  circumscribes 
it  at  home,  is  owing  to  the  vigilance  of  his 
Majesty,  whose  eye  is  always  watching 
over  us  for  good.  In  the  measures  which 
have  been  taken  for  that  purpose,  it  was 
necessary  to  assume  a  power  which  the 
laws  of  this  country,  made  for  general  pur- 
poses, have  not  given,  and  I  am  sure  that 
this  House  will  readily  and  joyfully  concur 
in  every  measure  that  shall  be  thought  re- 
quisite for  tiie  indemnification  of  those 
whom  the  unavoidable  imperfection  of  the 
best  constitution  in  the  world  has  lefl 
liable  to  punishment,  for  their  readiness  to 
render  a  most  important  service  to  the 
public. 

But  his  Majesty  has  not  been  less  atten- 
tive to  preserve  peace,  than  to  prevent  scar- 
city ;  be  has  witl|  great  wisdom  concerted 
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measures  with  the  powers  in  alliance  with 
Great  Britain,  to  prevent  the  calamities  of 
war,  which  include  all  others ;  he  has  not, 
indeed,  succeeded  so  far  as  to  prevent  war, 
buthehaspreyentedits miseries  from  spread- 
ing into  this  country,  either  immediately, 
or  by  consequence.  It  is  surely  to  be  re* 
gretted,  that  Uiose  who  are  under  the  go- 
vernment of  such  a  monarch,  are  not  dis- 
posed to  concur  in  his  measures,  that  they 
are  unwilling  to  receive  the  blessings  which 
he  is  solicitous  to  bestow,  and  while  he  is 
administering  government  .with  benevo- 
lence and  wisdom,  oppose  it  with  all  the 
yehemence  and  obstinacy  that  folly  and 
tyranny  only  could  justify.  It  }a  to  be 
regretted,  that  no  measures  have  yet  been 
effectual,  to  bring  our  American  colonies 
to  a  sense  of  their  interest  and  their  duty ; 
and  I  hope  and  trust  that  this  House  will 
zealously  and  unanimously  co-operate  with 
his  Majesty  in  every  measure  that  may 
tend  to  secure  their  dependence,  and  pre- 
vent the  evils  which  cannot  but  arise  rrom 
a  contumacious  refusal  of  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  the  iltate.  I  shall,  therefore,  second 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Dowdeswell  desired  that  the  Speech 
might  again  be  read,  which  being  done, 

Mr.  Dovodeswell  rose  and  said  : 

Sir ;  I  now  find  myself  unhappily 
convinced  of  a  fact,  which  it  was  no  dis- 
honour to  disbelieve :  it  was  whispered,  as 
I  imagined,  by  those  who  wishea  to  pro- 
mote discontent  by  falshood  and  calumny, 
that  no  notice  would  be  taken  of  the  Peti- 
tions of  the  people ;  I  disbelieved  these 
whispers  for  more  reasons  than  one,  but 
principally  because  I  believed  there  could 
be  no  minister  so  daring  as  to  treat  ge- 
neral complaints  with  contempt.  I  could 
easily  conceive  that  the  disposition  might 
not  be  wanting,  but  I  thought  that  inso- 
lence and  insult  would  have  been  over- 
borne by  fear.  I  find,  however,  that  we 
have  at  present  such  a  minister  in  this 
country,  as  I  supposed  could  not  exist  in 
human  nature.  While  the  whole  British 
empire  echoes  with  complaints  of  violated 
rights,  the  minister  entertains  us  with  a 
tedious  account  of  a  distemper  among 
cows:  gentlemen  may  endeavour  to  swell 
this  into  importance  by  tropes  and  meta- 
phors, if  they  please,  but  I  believe  there 
are  few  here  who  will  be  the  dupes  of  such 
artifice.  This  formidable  distemper,  which 
'  we  are  told  is  likely  to  overwhelm  us  with 
a  deluge  of  distress,  and  leave  us  to  perish 
with  hungeri  is  nothing  more  than  an  in- 


vention of  lord  Northington's  tenanti  to 
procure  a  quick  sale  for  their  cattle.  To 
this  inventioli,  a  rumour  of  a  distnipQ 
among  the  homed  cattle  in  HoUand  hi' 
given  countenance,  and  possibly  rise:  it 
is  not  an  object  of  importance,  it  ii  ntt 
an  object  that  should  have  intercepted  the 
consideration  of  other  evils,  which  are  tM 
notorious  to  be  doubted,  and  too  import' 
ant  to  be  slighted.  The  many  instanm 
of  flagrant  violations  of  the  people's  rigidi) 
by  wicked,  arbitrary,  and  oppressive  i» 
nisters,  countenanced  and  supported  If 
the  corruption  and  venality  or  those  vb 
ought  to  oppose  such  measures,  are  ootti 
be  concealed  by  the  exhibition  ofii* 
ginary  terrors.  The  Petitions  from  eiay 
comer  of  the  kingdom,  are  full  of  gne^ 
ances  that  call  loudly  for  the  exertioD  ft 
public  virtue,  to  strike  at  the  root  of  tk 
corruption,  by  which  the  state  b  redixl 
to  the  most  deplorable  condition  bodtS 
home  and  abroad.  I  therefore  move,  thi 
the  Address  which  has  been  proposed,  k 
amended,  by  the  addition  of  a  few  woi 
to  acquaint  his  Majesty  of  the  necesi^ 
there  is,  **  of  immediately  inquiring  intofc 
"  Causes  of  the  unhappy  Disconta* 
"  which  at  present  prevail  in  every  pat 
**  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions.'' 

Mr.  Beclcford ; 

I  rise  up.  Sir,  to  support  theiW' 
timents  of  my  honourable  and  woiliif 
friend  who  has  proposed  the  Amendinfiit 
The  silence  of  the  minister,  with  wff^ 
to  the  complaints  of  the  people,  is  ^^ 
suit  as  gross  and  as  cruel  as  oppression  >» 
insolence  ever  offered.  It  is  «gP*^ 
by  substituting  someUiing  in  the  stooj 
the  evil,  against  which  they  have  petitiojjj 
that  hflis  no  real  existence;  ^°^ 
given  us  a  windmill  for  a  giant ;  they  w* 
endeavoured  to  conceal  fire  by  tf^ 
the  distemper  among  the  cattle,  whicbW 
been  made  the  subject  of  a  ^d^*'®?! 
rangue,  exists  no  where;  ^^^K^ 
any  where,  it  is  in  obscurity:  and  wi» 
can  we  think.  Sir,  of  such  dw^empefi. 
What  is  there  lurking  in  the  da*»J 
works  of  darkness,  which  must  di^PJI 
in  the  light.  The  petitions  of  the  peop 
are  not  of  this  kmd ;  they  were  not  r 
duced  in  the  dark,  or  in  a  corner;  «g 
are  the  work  of  noon  day,  and  were 
bricated,  as  it  were  upon  the  hoiwe  ^» 
these,  however,  are  totally  neglected,  s^ 
that  other  is  made  the  ^^^fL. 
speech;  it  has  indeed  excluded  e^/ 
thing  that  could  pretend  to  imponso^ 
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any  shape :  no  notice.  Sir,  is  taken  of  an 
impending  war ;  can  the  minister  Tiope  to 
conceal  what  must  so  soon  be  manifest  in 
its  effects ;  does  he  hope,  like  the  stag, 
that  by  running  the  head  of  this  war  into 
a  bush,  he  shall  conceal  the  body ;  does 
he  think  that  because  the  desertion  of 
Corsica,  and  the  addition  of  that  island  to 
the  power  of  France,  has  made  a  war  with 
that  powerful  and   insidious  neighbour, 
more  dangerous  to  him,  as  well  as  to  us, 
and  therefore  rendered  it  convenient  for 
him  not  to  see  it,  that  therefore  it  will  be 
the  less  seen  by  others.    France  is  now 
arming  in  all  her  ports,  by  land  and  sea, 
and  though  she  was  beaten  during  the  last 
war,  by  a  series  of  success  on  our  part, 
almost  without  example,  she  is,  notwith- 
(landing  these  defeats,  preparing   vigo- 
rously for  farther  conquests.     Spain  is 
also  armine  with  the  same  diligence,  and 
there  are  fuready  troops  in  America,  that 
menace  our  colonies. 

These  are  objects.  Sir,  that  require  at- 
tention, and  yet  no  attention  is  paid  to 
them ;  the  minister  would,  indeed,  men- 
tion them  with  an  ill  grace,  who  had  taken 
no  measures  which  thev  pointed  out ;  but 
though  one  neglect  andf  one  fault  naturally 
produce  others,  the  second  is  no  excuse 
for  the  first.    England  is  indeed  the  only 
power  in  Europe  which  is  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  go  to  war ;  but  that  is  no  reason 
wbj  circumstances  should  be  concealed 
which  make  it  probable  that  other  nations 
should  go  to  war  with  her.    Perhaps,  Sir, 
the  minister  has  arts  to  practise,  by  which 
he  hopes  to  avoid  a  war,  that  are  not  fit 
for  our  ear ;  he  may  be,  and  probably  is, 
as  servile  and  submissive  abroad,  as  he  is 
^rrannical  and  oppressive  at  home :  but. 
Sir,  servility  and  submission  wfll  not  an- 
swer his  purpose,  they  may  encrease  our 
dishonour,    but   cannot  secure  us  from 
danger ;  if  France  feels  her  superiority, 
a  superiority  arising  from  the  supineness 
and  ignorance  of  our  ministers,  can  it  be 
supposed  that  she  will  forego  any  advan- 
tage which  this  enables  her  to  procure, 
in  consequence  of  submission  on  our  part, 
which,  though  they  flatter  her,  she  must 
despise. 

Sir,  I  am  for  no  such  servile,  slavish, 
tame,  temporising  measures:  I  am  for 
strikine  the  first  blow,  whether  we  are  in 
a  condition  or  not ;  and,  I  have  many 
reasons,  of  which,  however,  I  shall  men- 
tion bat  one ;  every  body.  Sir,  in  these 
kingdoms,  has,  among  other  grievances, 
lu&red  by  the  scarcity  of  silver ;  and,  Sir, 


I  insist  that  at  this  time,  a  Spanish 
war  is  the  only  means  by  which  this  evil 
can  be  remedied.  My  zeal,  Sir,  may 
perhaps  have  carried  me  ajvay  from  the 
particular  point  in  view,  but  the  expe- 
diency of  the  Amendment  proposed  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  the  Address  is  too 
manifest  to  need  any  further  enforcement 
or  defence. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke : 

As  to  what  the  hon.  gentleman  has 
just  thrown  out,  relative  to  the  probability 
of  a  war  with 'France,  and  the  armaments 
carrying  on  in  that  kingdom,  I  shall  only 
observe,  that  I  was  in  France  last  summer, 
and  that  I  know  certainly  by  the  obser- 
vations I  made,  that  they  are  not  in  a 
condition  to  go  to  war. 

Lord  Clare: 

Sir ;  I  think  I  can  speak  as  satis- 
£ictorily  t  JKthe  state  of  matters  at  home, 
with  respect  to  discontent,  as  the  hon. 
gentleman  has  just  done  to  the  prepara- 
tions for  war  abroad.  I  am  just  returned 
from  a  tour  through  most  parts  of  this 
kingdom,  and  I  heard  of  no  complaints, 
no  grievances,  but  from  news-papers,  and 
grievance-mongers ;  I  believe  some  of  the 
people  who  feel  no  grievances,  have  been 
persuaded  that  they  are  aggrieved,  and  I 
believe  others  have  been  prevailed  upon 
to  say  that  they  are  aggrieved,  even  without 
being  persuaded  that  they  are  so.  The 
laws,  indeed,  are  a  grievance  to  some,  and 
some  may  have  become  converts  to  pa- 
triotism, upon  a  notion  that  a  Petition 
would  pull  down*  the  minister,  that  if  the 
minister  was  pulled  down,  there  would  be 
neither  tythe,  turnpike,  nor  taxes.  Among 
other  places,  Sir,  I  was  at  an  inn  in  £^, 
where  a  meeting  had  been  advertised,  and 
upon  enquiry  of  the  landlord,  he  told  me, 
that  some  country  looking  men  came  first, 
that  they  were  soon  afler  joined  by  some 
strangers,  who  told  them  that  this  king- 
dom was  at  the  mercy  of  a  -  set  of  tyran- 
nical, treacherous,  and  blood-thirsty,  men, 
who  had  abused  the  Kind's  confidence, 
robbed  freeholders  of  their  right  of  elec- 
tion, from  which  well  known  advantages 
were  derived,  ordered  Scots  soldiers  to 
massacre  poor  innocent  people  who  were 
selling  oranges  and  gineerbread  in  St 
George's-fields,  and  confined  a  man  in 
prison  for  attempting  to  reduce  the  price 
of  porter  to  three  pence  a  quart ;  that  not 
one  of  the  neighbouring  gentlemen  were 
present,  that  the  countrymen  thinking 
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there  could  be  no  harm  in  taking  a  diance 
at  least  for  putting  an  end  to  these  prac- 
tices, if  such  there  were,  signed  the  paper, 
and  went  home  to  their  fimilies  with  no 
more  knowledge  of  the  merits  of  the  Pe- 
tition, its  origin,  or  consequence,  than  the 
horse  thej  rode  on.  As  to  the  great 
grievance,  which  like  Aaron's  serpent, 
seems  now  to  have  swallowed  up  all  the 
rast,  the  vote  of  incapacitjr,  I  declare  as  a 
man  of  honour,  that  I  think  it  perfectly 
consonant  to  the  known  customs  and  law 
of  parliament,  and  consequently  to  the 
constitution  of  m^  country ;  as  a  man  of 
honour  I  will  mamtain  it,  and  I  hope  that 
this  House,  as  a  House  of  honour,  will 
never  depart  from  it.  '  It  was  a  vote  passed 
by  this  House  in  its  judicial  capacity,  it 
was  passed  upon  the  most  mature  deli- 
beration, it  was  weighed,  debated,  and 
determined,  with  a  solemnity  proportioned 
to  its  importance,  and  after  longer  consi- 
deration than  had  been  aflqiredto  any 
former  question ;  and  now  to  declare  that 
the  House  wiU  take  this  very  vote  into 
consideration  as  a  grievance*  to  insinuate 
that  as  a  grievance  it  should  have  been 
noticed  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne,  is 
to  impeach  our  own  prudence  and  inte- 
grity, to  reproach  our  most  gracious  so- 
vereign for  placing  a  confidence  in  us  of 
which  we  are  unworthy,  to  countenance  a 
turbulent  and  disappointed  faction,  to  de- 
fitroy  that  power  which  has  hitherto  been 
the  bulwark:  of  our  liberties,  by  dividing  it 
against  itself,  to  put  an  end  to  our  inde- 
pendence, and  load  our  memory  with  dis- 
grace. For  these  reasons.  Sir,  I  am 
against  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  ComewaU: 

Sir,  it  is  one  of  the-  aphorisms  of 
ancient  wisdom,  that  all  things  happen 
alike  to  all  men ;  but.  Sir,  it  has  not 
happened  to  me  as  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  has  told  us,  that  in  a  summer  tour 
through  this  kinedom,  he  heard  neither  of 
grievance  nor  of  discontent :  I,  Sir,  have 
lately  been  in  several  counties,  and  heard 
of  both;  of  distempers  among  homed 
cattle,  indeed  I  heara  nothing ;  and  being 
desirous  to  find  propriety  in  the  measures 
of  those  by  whom  pubHc  affairs  are  di- 
rected, I  have  thought  it  possible  that 
part  of  the  Speech  may  be  an  allegory : 
change  only  tne  words  <  distemper*  into 
*  discontent/  and  *  homed  cattle'  into 
<  livery  men  of  London ;'  its  *  first  ap- 
pearance,' iQto  *  Middlesex  election ;' 
stoppmg  its  progress,  *  the  massacre  in  St. 
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George's  fields,'  and  the  whole  wiQ  appear 
an  intended  burlesque  upon  the  people's 
Petitions*  In  the  same  figursuye  lan- 
guage we  may  express  our  concern  at  the 
popular  discontent  which  had  been  ioli- 
mated  to  us  by  a  disease  among  the  cattle, 
profess  our  r^iness  to  take  the  matter 
mto  our  consideration,  and  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power,  provide  against  the  danger 
of  so  great  a  calamity  becoming  geoeraL 
Nor  can  I  see.  Sir,  any  impropriety  ia 
expressing  our  concern  at  the  popular  dis- 
contents taken  in  a  literal  sense.  That 
the  having  once  done  wrong,  is  a  reason 
for  never  afterwards  domg  right,  is  cer- 
tainly a  Strang^  doctrine,  a  paradox  that 
no  wit  or  sophistry  can  defend.  The  ques- 
tion before  us  is  simply  this,  whether  the 
vote  of  disqualification  was  ridit  or 
wrong;  if  right,  there  is  no  need  of  ar- 
guments to  prove  that  it  should  not  be 
rescinded,  if  wrong  it  seems  very  easy  to 
prove  the  contrary.  If,  upon  better  b- 
formation,  a  vote  which  when  it  wis 
passed  was  thought  rkht,  ap^ean  to  bare 
oeen  wrong,  it  is  sur^  more  honoural^ 
to  ourselves,  setting  the  eff^ts  of  (he 
measure  out  of  the  question,  to  rescind 
than  pertinaciously  to  abide  by  it  Be- 
sides, Sir,  in  an  assembly  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  regard  is  to  be 
paid  ta  the  voice  of  tne  people,  eren  sop- 

Eosing  it  to  be  directed  oy  prejudice,  if  it 
e  such  prejudice  as  long  establisbmeot 
has  made  irnidic^le*  This  House,  Sir> 
can  never  be  dishonoured,  by  leaving  the 
people  to  their  free  choice,  btU  indelible 
dishonour  will  be  intailed  upon  represen* 
tatives,  by  acting  counter  to  the  kno^ 
will  of  their  constituents,  which  most  cer- 
tainly be  a  breach  of  trust;  and  except  a 
breach  of  trust  can  be  supposed  coostita* 
tional,  it  must,  by  necessary  consequence, 
be  unconstitutional*  I  must,  therefore. 
Sir,  determine  for  the  motion,  if  for  bo 
other  reason,  that  his  Majesty  may  koo^ 
the  complaints  of  the  people  to  be  real 
and  general,  and  not  the  production  oi 
art  or  faction,  the  contrivance  of  pcROW 
who  have  been  stiled  grievance-mongersi 
to  answer  private  and  seditious  purposes. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  De  Grey : 

Sir;  I  am  sorry  to  see  in  thji 
House  any  attempt  to  substitute  ridicui« 
for  argument ;  and  I  am  more  sorry  tfl 
hear  arguments  which  require  no  coQ^* 
tation,  but  the  mere  change  of  cquivocaj 
for  definite  terms,  and  the  sobstitutioD  ot 
essentials  for  accidents  and  circumstaoctfy 
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obtruded  upon  iIb  ia  their  stead.    I  will 
not  charge  any  gentleman  with  ^vdncing 
arguments  thiU  he  knows  to  be  thus  falla- 
cious.   But  I  must  stop  a  moment,  to  de* 
tect  the  sophistry  of  representing  the  vigi- 
lance that  has  been  used  to  prevent  the 
spreading  of  a  disease  among  cattle,  as  a 
neglect   of  mankind.    It  is   difficult  to 
conceive  what  measure  could  so  exten- 
sively avert  misery,  and  procure  comfort 
and   conveniency    to   mankind,   as  that 
which  tends  immediately  to  prevent  a 
scarcity  of  food.    To  neglect  any  mea- 
sure that  becomes  requisite  to  secure  ne- 
cessaries to  the  industrious  artificer,  at 
such  a  price  as  he  can  pay,  is  to  propa- 
gate slavery,  which  those  would  oo  well 
to  consider,  who,  while  they  are  reproach- 
ing government  for  its  vigilance  in  this 
particular,  are  under  the  mask  of  seal  for 
liberty,  clamourously  demanding  that  a  no- 
torious delinquent,  a  man  in  jail  for  sedi- 
tion and  impiety,  should  be  appointed  one 
of  the  guardians  and  counsellors  of  the 
church  and  state.     Of  the  contrivance 
to  support  this  demand  by  Petitions  for 
the  dissolution  of  parliament,  I  shall  not 
at  present  deliver  my  opinion.    I  shall  not 
declare  wheUier  I  tmnk  those  who  signed 
them  culpable  or  punishable ;  but  I  shall 
most  freely  declare  against  the  proposed 
Amendment,  as  imj^ying  what  is  at  once 
iil^al  and  absurd.    Thps  Amendment  is, 
^*  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  we  will  im- 
mediately enquire  into  the  cause  of  the 
discontents  that  prevail  in  every  part  of 
his  majesty's  dominions.'*    But  what  are 
the  evidences  of  these  prevailing  discon- 
tenta?   Why,  Sir,  gentlemen  have  been 
very  explicit  upon  that  head ;  they  have 
told  us,  that  the  evidences  of  these  dis- 
contents are  the  Petitions ;  and  of  what 
do  these  Petitions  complain  I  Why,  they 
complain  of  a  judicial  vote  of  this  House, 
relative  to  the  Middlesex  election :  the 
insertion  of  the  Amendment  is  nothing 
more  or  less  than  in  effect,  to  assure  his 
Majesty,  that  we  have  been  the  cause  of 
prevailing  discontents,  by  an  abuse  of  our 
power ;  to  insinuate  that  we  ought  to  have 
been  reproached  for  it  by  the  minister, 
who  has  criminally  neglected  it,  and  to  en- 
gage to  impeach  ourselves,  and  undo  what 
we  have  been  doing.    But,  Sir,  the  mea- 
sure implied  in  this  Amendment,  is  con- 
trary to  law  as  well  as  common  sense ;  to 
rescind  a  judicial  vote  of  this  House,  is 
Contrary  to  the  law  of  parliament,  and  to 
the  establbhed  practice  of  every  other 
Court  in  the  kingoom :  the  determinations 


of  inferior  courts  are,  indeed,  liable  to* 
the  cognizance  of  superior  courts,  but  this 
House  know;s  no  superior  court  in  acts 
respecting  its  own  members.  No  court 
can  determine  upon  the  same  fact  twice, 
nor  can  we  rescind  the  controverted  vote 
by  a  vote  subsequent  to  it.  That  the 
crown  has  a  power  to  dissolve  the  parlia-> 
ment  is  not  disputed,  but  to  exert  that 
power  in  consequence  of  any  judicial  vote 
m  this  House,  has  the  appearance  of  a 
cognizance  like  that  of  die  superior 
court,  with  respect  to  the  determina- 
tions of  those  that  are  inferior :  to  solicit 
such  a  measure,  but  ill  becomes  those 
who  pretend  iealousy  of  royal  prero- 
gative, and  zeal  for  popular  rights.  This 
House,  once  chosen,  is,  to  all  legal  and 
constitutional  purposes,  the  people  collec- 
tively, and  to  suppose  their  judicial  pro* 
ceedings,  when  chosen,  to  be  cognizable 
by  any  number  of  the  individuals  who 
have  cnosen  them,  is  to  subvert  our  con<* 
stitution  from  the  root*  Such,  however, 
is  the  doctrine  upon  which  the  modern 
champions  of  liberty  have  founded  the 
Amendment  that  has  now  been  proposed 
to  our  Address.  This  House  has  passed 
a  judicial  vote.  A  certain  number  of 
freeholders  have  a  right  to  determine 
whether  this  vote  is  legal ;  if  they  judge  it 
to-be  illegal,  they  must  solicit  a  dissolu- 
tion, if  they  solicit  a  dissolution,  the  House 
ought  to  be  dissolved.  Till  I  lose  the  use 
of  those  faculties  which  God  has  given 
me,  to  distinguish  right  from  wronff,  wis- 
dom from  folly,  and  freedom  from  motion, 
I  can  never  adopt  this  opinion ;  and  till  I 
adopt  this  opinion,  I  can  never  concur  in 
this  motion. 

Lord  George  Sackville  desired  the  Ad- 
dress nijght  be  read ;  and  when  the  words 
**  To  OTOr  to  his  Majesty  our  most  dutiful 
thanks  for  the  favourable  opinion  he  is 
pleased  to  entertain  of  our  conduct*'  were 
pronounced. 

Lord  George  SackviUe  said : 

Sir;  the  hpn.  and  l^rned  gentle* 
man  who  spoke  last,  has  left  us  to  guess  at 
his  real  sentiments  relative  to  the  people's 
Petitions.  He  has  not  yet  rightly  formed 
his  opinion ;  he  has  not  yet  received  full 
instructions.  When  his  Brief  is  enlarged 
he  will  know  what  to  plead.  But  this  i$ 
not  a  time  for  delay ;  the  season  is  critical^ 
The  minds  of  the  people  are  alarmed,  and 
they  have  high  expectations  froih  the  de- 
liberations of  this  House.  They  art 
alarmed,  lest  the   influence  of  ministers 
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■hould  have  so  fer  operpted  as  to  surprize 
their  representatives  into  a  vote  dangerous 
to  their  liberties.  And  it  -  behoves  us,  to 
be  extremely  careful  in  our  Address  to  the 
throne,  lest  we  should  rather  confirm  than 
remove  their  suspicions.  If  these  have 
their  foundation  in  truth,  and  more  has 
been  done  than  can  be  justified,  it  cer- 
tainly behoves  us  rather  to  redress,  than 
to  persist  in  the  wrong;  and  notwith- 
standing what  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman has  said  against  rescinding,  it  b 
no  dishonour  to  this  House  to  retract  a 
basty  vote,  nor  is  it  without  precedent. 
Acts  of  the  whole  legislature  are  fre- 
quently repealed,  when  they  are  found 
injurious,  or  even  disagreeable  to  the 
people :  and  it  cannot  surely  be  contended, 
that  a  vote  of  one  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture is  more  sacred  than  a  solemn  act  of 
the  whole.  The  practice  of  the  inferior 
courts,  which  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman seems  better  acquainted  with  than 
with  the  proceedings  of  parliament,  is  no 
rule  for  tnis  House.  The  decisions  of  this 
House  are  cognizable  no  where  but  in  this 
Hous^,  and  never  to  acknowledge  itself  to 
be  in  the  wrong,  would  be  to  arrogate  in- 
fallibility, which  only  one  earthly  power 
has  yet  thought  fit  to  claim.  If  the  peo- 
ple's suspicions  are  without  cause,  they 
are  general,  and  strong ;  let  us  not  there- 
fore cherish  the  ill-humour,  but,  as  we  are 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  let  us 
endeavour,  by  every  lenient  meUiod,  to 
give  the  people  satisfaction. 

The  words  that  have  now  been  read,  do 
not  seem  to  be  calculated  for  that  purpose, 
but  rather  to  increase  the  popular  jea- 
lousy, and  discontent.  The  minister,  b^ 
artfully  introducing  into  the  Speech,  his 
Majesty's  sense  of  the  conduct  to  which 
the  words  refer,  had,  no  doubt,  a  design 
to  impose  upon  the  nation  an  opinion,  that 
the  proceedings  of  this  House,  upon  a  late 
occasion,  were  perfectly  agreeable  to  his 
Majesty ;  an  opmion,  than  which  nothing 
can  be  more  injurious  to  majesty,  no- 
thing more  offensive  to  the  people.  The 
unprecedented  decision  of  the  majority 
of  this  House,  with  regard  to  the  Middle- 
sex election,  has  spread  a  gloom  through- 
out the  whole  kingdom;  every  brow  is 
clouded,  and  every  heart  heavy.  The 
freedom  of  election  is  the  sacred  palladium 
of  En^lisli  liberty ;  and  when  that  is  vio- 
lated. It  cannot  be  long  before  our  consti- 
tution is  in  ruins.  It  is  not  enough  that 
the  majority  who  decided  this  question  are 
aatisfied  of  the  rectitude  of  toeir  uiten- 


tions;  and  that  thev  did  not  mean  to  break 
in  upon  that  freedom ;  the  people  most 
be  satisfied.    Their  all  is-  at  staice,  they 
apprehend  that  is  in  danger,  and  therefore 
they  hove  a  right  to  demand  security. 
The  powerful  influence  that  operates  ia 
this  House,  is  too  visible.    The  people  see ' 
it,  and  dread  it.    But  a  snaie  is  now  laid 
to  involve  our  sovereign  in  the  guilt  of 
his  corrupt  administration;  to  draw  him 
in  as  a  party  to  countenance  the  desperate 
measures  of  his  ministers ;  a  snare,  which 
it  is  to  be  hoped  this  House  will  break. 
Whoever  can  concur  in  o&ring  such  in- 
dignity to  his  sovereign,  is  neither  a  good 
senator  nor  a  good  subject.    He  can  have 
no  worthy  conceptions  of  the  exalted  cha- 
racter of  a  great  prince,  nor  of  the  in* 
estimable  viuue  of  the  liberties  of  a  free 
people. 

Sir;  if  the  words  excepted  against  ue 
sufibred  to  pass,  then  it  will  be  understood 
that  his  Majesty  i^roves  the  violation  of 
which  the  people  complain.  And  thoagh 
his  Majesty,  in  the  generous  uosuspectiDg 
frankness  of  his  nature,  may  not  perc&ve 
to  what  an  unhappy  catastrophe  the  per- 
fidy of  his  ministers  may  leaoi,  yet  surely 
it  18  the  duty  of  his  parliament  to  guard 
him  against  the  insidious  artifices  of  those, 
who  having  rendered  themselTeB  odioos 
by  theur  conduct,  have  nothing  more  to  do 
but  to  render  themselves  secure  by  their 
cunning. 

Sir,  does  not  every  one  perceive,  that 
if  this  House  is  led  to  address  his  Ma- 
jesty for  his  approbation  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  House,  or,  in  other  words,  for 
the  favourable  opinion  he  entertains  of 
its  conduct,  that  Uie  people^ will  immedi- 
ately conclude,  that  he  approves  of  the 
election  of  a  representative,  whom  the 
majority  of  the  electors  do  not  approve, 
and  against  whom  the  Petitions  of  the 
people  have  been  chiefly  directed;  that, 
as  tneir  Petitions  remain  yet  unanswered, 
this  is  intended  as  one  general  answer; 
and  that  tfie  grievances  of  which  they 
complain  will  find  no  redress ;  that  thar 
beneficent  father,  to  whom  their  humble 
Petitions  were  addressed,  has,  by  evil 
counsellors, been  determined  against  them; 
and  that  now  every  dawn  of  hope,  every 
glimmering  of  comfort,  is  quenched  for 
ever ;  except  from  free  remonstrances,  or 
the  last  appeal. 

Sir,  was  die  cause  of  complaint  of  I^ 
importance,  the  clamours  of  the  peop^^ 
would  be  less  general.  But  the  people 
are  now  in  agitation  throughout  the  trbole 
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British  empire.    Thej  wait,  with   loyal 
bearts,  in  expectation  that  their  repreaen* 
tatives  will  iaterett  themselves  in  their 
behalf;  if  they  are  dtsappointed,  thatdis- 
sppointment  may  lead  to  despair,  and  the 
event  may  be  dreadful.    Perhaps  it  is  no 
uocharitable  supposition,  that  the  darmg 
abettors  of  these  alarming  measures,  may 
hope,  by  their  repeated  outrages,  to  pro- 
voke th4  spirits  of  the  people  to  the  last 
extremity,  with  a  view  to  wreak  their 
vengeance  upon  such  as  are  brave  onoogh 
to    risk   theii'   lives  in    support  of  the 
constitution.    They  msty  wisti  for  a  re- 
petition of  the  bloody  massacre   of  St. 
George's  Fields,  or  for  a  more  bloody 
massacre  among  the  petitioners.    In  that 
general  confusion  they  may  hope  to  escape, 
or  perish  in  the  tumult  with  honester  men. 
If  this  be  their  hope,  appearances  are 
strong  in  their  favour.    The  people  are 
sJreaay  sensible  of  the  malignity  of  thbir 
bearts,  and  are  ripe  for  doing  themselves 
justice,  if  justice  is  denied  them  in  the 
ordinary  course.    Nor   are    the    perpe« 
trators  of  these  wrongs  insensible  of  the 
people's  inclinations,  or  remiss  in  prepa- 
rations to  give  them  a  hostile  reception ; 
why   else    are  troops  mai^'ching,  at  this 
peaceable  juncture,  from  all  ouarters  to 
the  capital  f  Why  else  an  .oraer  for  the 
augmentation  of  troops  in  a  sister  island  ? 
M'Jiy   a   reinforcement  of  our  army  at 
home  with  three  regiments  of  neighbour- 
ing mercenf ries  ?    Is  it  possible  that  an 
English  House  of  Commons  can  see  all: 
this    with    indjflierence  ?    Can   with-  eyes 
open   to   the  dangers  that  threaten  the 
Doblest  constitution  which  the  world  ever 
beheld,  sit  still  and  approve  the  measures 
by  which  its  niin  is  to  be  accomplished  ? 
l^Vliat  will  the  people  say  of  such  a  House? 
What   will  posterity  say  ?    Some  future 
bistorian,  lamenting  the  shattered  remains 
of  rjined  liberty,  may  possibly  conclude, 
'  Vendidit   hie   patriam  auro.'     Let  not 
this  opprobrium  degrade  the  dignity  of 
this  House,  lest  the  people  despairing  of 
relief  from  a  corrupted  parliament^  begin 
*o  deride  its  authority,  and  resolve  to  be 
;overaed  without  one.    What  has  hap-* 
>ened  in  other  free  states,  is  npt  impos* 
»ible  to  happen  in  this.    The  subjects'  of 
Denmark  once  boasted  of  the  protection 
>f  a    parliament.     The    parliament    be« 
rayed  theii  liberties,  and  tbey«  in  return, 
iholisbeii  their  parliament,      Wliile  the 
?ariiarpent   co.ntinues    independent,    the 
People  remain  iq  security;  but  if  once  the 
*epre«entatives  pf  the   people  are  susr 
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pected  of  corruption,  if  once  they  af# 
capable  of  entering  into  league  against  dkt 
people,  all  confidence  will  be  at  an*  end, 
the  authoritv  of  this  House  will  gnKlually 
decline,  and  at  length,  people  growing 
indifierenty  will  patiently  acquiesoe  in  the 
aibitrary  decrees  of  one  tyrant,  rather 
than  submit  to  pay  the  hire  of  comqption 
for  three  or  four  hundred* 

Let  us  therefore,  Sir,  convince  his  Ma* 
jesty,  by  our  Address,  that  the  ^riev» 
ances  of  which  his  people  complam  are 
not,  as  his  ministers  would  persuade  him» 
the  murmurings  of  a  few  factious  and 
turbulent  people,  but  that  they  are  the 
sentiments  of  the  majority  of  his  subjects^ 
And  that,  in  order  to  discover  upon  what 
foundation  they  are  raised,  we,  the  repre* 
sentatives  of  the  people,  will  enter  se» 
rtously  into  an  enquiiy  into  the  conduct 
that  has  .occasioned  them;  for  which 
reason,  I  am  for  omitting  the  words  in 
question^  and  for  inserting  the  Amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  Charles  Jenkinson  .* 

Sir;  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  seems  to  be  alarmed  for  the  authority 
of  Uiis  House,    I  should   readily,  agree 
with  the  hon.  gentleman,  if  the  aulhori^ 
of  this  House  was  to  depend  on  the  voice 
of  the  people  out  of  tnis  House.    The 
people  who  complain  of  the  decisions  of 
this  .  House,   cannot   be  judges  *  of  the 
motives    that    lead   to   those   decisions; 
They  hear  but  one  side  of  the  questiom 
Those  geotlemen  who  are  aothre  in  spi* 
riting  up  the  people  to  an  opposition,  do 
not  fairly  represent  things.  At  their  meet* 
ings  to  hacangue  them,  they  only  in£(irm 
them  of  what  they  themselves  have  said 
in  this  House,  or  what  they  have  been 
told  others  of  the  same* sentiments  have 
said;  but  th^  carefully  conceal,  or  in* 
tentiopally  nusrepresent,  what  has  been 
urged  on  the  other  side  of  the  question. 
Surely  gentlemen  will  not  think  this  a  fair 
way  of  proceeding.    Were  the  autt^ority 
of  this  house  to  depend  upon  the  oopti* 
lar  opinion,  scarce  any  laws  would  be  re» 
gardqd:    all    laws,    in    their  immediate 
effeots,  are  restraint  and  inconveniencey 
and  the  multitude  never  consider  remote 
advantages ;  the  supplies  for  the  support 
of  government  would  never  be  raised,  if 
their    Concurrence    was   necessary,    nor 
would  any  laws  made  for  the  regulation  of 
their  morals  be  attended  to,   To  fiamd^ 
therefore,  the  authority  of  this  House 

upon  the  popular  voice,  is  vain  and  idle. 
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It  has,  I  hope,  a  DoUemppoit;  aeon- 
adotUDesB  of  the  recticode  at  iu  prooeed- 
iDgs;  for,  however  gentlenieo  mi^  be  led 
to  di&r  in  opioion  on  the  questMUs  thai 
come  before  them  to  be  debated  in  this 
House,  I  hope  they  will  always  concur  in 
supporting  its  dignity,  and  presenring  its 
authority. 

Sir,  as  to  the  decisbn  of  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  so  grievously  complains, 
.  many  of  the  gravest  and  most  sensible 
men  in  the  kingdom,  without  doors,  are, 
to  my  own  personal  knowledge,  of  the 
aaaie- opinion  with  the  majority  within 
doors ;  and  I  do  aver,  that  if  the  leaders 
of  faction  had  not  taken  more  than  ordi- 
nary pains  to  propagate  their  absurd  no« 
ttons  of  the  illegality  or  that  deciston,  it 
had  never  been  opposed  but  by  the 
thoufffadess  multitude  in  the  county  to 
which  it  referred*  6entlem«B,  therefore^ 
who  would  make  this  a  pretence  Ibr  alavu* 
ing  his  Majesty  with  the  aotieQ  of  real 
discontents,  would  do  well  to  find  some* 
^inff  more  real  to  produoe  as  a  grievance, 
for  there  is  not,  perhaps,  one  unprejudiced 
person  in  the  kinffciom,  who  does  not 
concur  in  the  justice  of  the  exclusion, 
which  this  decision  was  intended  to  oon* 
firm. 

Sir,  the  aspenioB  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tieman  has  oeen  pleased  to  throw  out 
against  the  mdependency  of  this  House, 
is  of  another  cast  It  is  countenanced  by 
duee  who  have  been  in  the  same  sitiMtion 
with  the  persons  whom  it  is  particularly 
intended  to  afiect;  and  they,  it  may  be 
presumed,  can  best  tell,  how  ikr  they 
tiieoMehres  were  then  influenced  le  betray 
tile  Jiberties  of  their  country.  Per  my 
own  part,  till  I  can  discover  that  aa  actacic 
iiniada  upon  those  liberties,  I  shall  thmk, 
that  te  serve  my  sovereign  is  to  serve  my 
country,  the  meet  honourable  and  im» 
peitaat  of  att  employments  {  auhd  I  fMH 
think  the  asan,  who  by  crafty  insinuatiens 
endeavours  to  interrupt  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vants in  the  regular  coune  olf  government, 
«n  enem?  to  both ;  the  most  infamous  and 
detestable  of  eil  characters.  Thoee  who 
are  thonn^t  worthy  to  be  entrusted  with 
tile  conCMct  of  public  afiars,  are  more 
immediately  the  guardians  of  tlie  puMic 
tigbtt.  If  thev  betray  their  trust,  this 
House  has,  and  I  trust  will  ever  esert  its 
nuthori^ever  sueh  -deliMnients.  But  this 
House,  atthessme  tune  that  it  it  watchfbl 
lor  the  people,  4ioold  likewise  ^e  jealous 
far  ihe  aononr  of  Its  members.  To  whom 
the  Kmg'saenrants  fly  Ar  vmdication 


lirom  unjust  suspicion,  but  te  &e  joitiee 
of  this  House?  If  the  authority  of  tfaii 
House  is  weakened,  those  who  gwen, 
and  those  wlio  are gevened,  will  bealib 
the  suferera.  Gentlemen  mav  dedain 
upon  com^tion ;  it  is  a  souadug  wofd; 
bitt  die  lust  of  popular  applause  hai  lo 
less  power  to  corrupt  the  mind,  dnn  the 
lust  of  money.  I  would  therefore  no  mm 
disturb  his  Majesty's  repose  with  so  ahnn 
of  frivokus  complaints  to  gam  populanty, 
than  I  would  vote  awiQrthe  people's  righti 
to  secure  a  place  or  a  penskm.  For 
iriiich  reason,  I  peofiess  myself  sgaiiut  da 
Amendment. 

Mr.  Sheriff  T<nmsheni; 

Stf,  I  am  equally  nrpriied  end  » 
tenished,  tf  any  thing  Ihnn  that  qsater 
could  sarpriae  or  astonish,  to  hear  gestle' 
men  elect  to  be  unaoquamted  with  the 
grievances  of  tfie  people,  to  discicdit  their 
complaints,  and  to  oisiegafd  thsir  Feii- 
tions.  A  mudstry  who  study  to  dlarai 
the  people,  and  render  them  de^pente, 
may  do  wdl  to  endeaeoar  to  kssen  their 
importance;  but  the  ooneciousneBi  of  thi 
rectitude  of  their  own  mensare^  will  hei 
leeble  defence  on  the  day  of  trial.  ^ 
*  grave  and  sensible^  men,  whom  phcn 
and  nensions,  and  lucrative  join,  hm 
bound  in  a  league  together  agsisit  the 
community^  may  eoncor  in  aophulbg 
the  Hwainrea  h^  which  tiie  raw  oT  tbe 
communirrasaybiemoet  eftctualitf  brougiit 
about.  We  ara  tdd  that  there  are  gwt 
and   sensible  men  without  doon,  who 

approve  of  what  ia  domg  withkt;  n^*^ 
know  that  there  hapvn  been  aiave  sod  Nn- 

sMn  Bsan,  whom  placea  and  peinkms,  aid 
hiciattra  Jobs,  hnvn  bound  in  a  leagoe 
together  against  the  oonHsnui^i  ^  ^ 
mem  than  probaUa  that  each  grave  aid 
swMJhte  atMn  there  are  now;  ikejvKj 
probablv,  too,  be  of  tlM  hon.  geiokm^ 
nemonsl  acquahitaDoe^  and  there  is  b<) 
doubt  but  liiaft  they  personally  aeree  to- 
gether, wheAerthey  arewithontdooriff 
within ;  they  have  ewe  eemmon  object, 
the  ruin  of  the  public  for  private  sdras- 
ti^ ;  and  nothing  le  more  netiual,  ^ 
that,  as  fiy  as  their  nfHuence  cao  reicb, 
they  should  endeavonr  te  obtrade  thar 
own  narrow  sentiments  upon  othen,"* 
the  general  opinion  of  their  ielknr  wb- 
jeets.  But  let  these  nen  be  oafled  oa| 
from  the  sunMne  of  eomt  ftvoer,  kt 
them  be  deprived  of  their  phtees,  thee 
pensions,  and  their  jobs,  and  placed  a 
the  situation  of  atfaer  suljocti,  ni^ 
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fired  J  ifilk  dMdi,  and  iMAring  thdr  portipn 
of  cDoaiicm  datio^  of  {nibllc  icmcci 
wiliMMit  wivvri^  ctiil  ^Stees  thai  «e  «!• 
Itailedi  wJlh  tmiiUei  kioaBT^nieQpe  and 
eKpoiee,  and  IhentettlieflKMt  bttdeaed 
Old  abflndoiied  t>f  Aem  be  iMked  if  ihejr 
hear  bo  camMataf  if  tiny  feel  no  grier- 
HioflB  but  wMt  are  propagated  by  tbe 
leadefB  of  iHtion;  they  will abeDnrebabljr 
be  'ilii|iaafd  to*  aokaoipviedgei  vhat  thejr 
It  notr  be  aappied  aet  to  kaowr,  that 
oenerof  the  oigdoBileeHa  #i|h  aa- 
~  efipreiiaoDf  •  Witfaia^eoaiiBljr 
which  18  honoored  aiilli  their  dastiagiadied 
hatred,  their  iVDgeBncehnows  no  beandi. 
The  unhappy  wretches,  whom  natfiry  and 
oppresiion  have  excited  to  tranagress  the 
laws,  are  not  left  to  thejpunifihinent  which 
the  laws  would  inflict,  but  the  sufferings 
ei«n  of  deafih  haire  l^en  aggravated,  by 


A.  D.  ma  [094 

liee^  the  hand  ef  Tengeanee  shall  find 
them*  I  weald  net  paiat  too  stronglf ^ 
biA  it  needs  no  goeatpenetcetion  te  liire- 
8ea»  that  aa  adauflistration  at  variwee 
with  the  peei^e,  asast  eveataallf  be  daa- 
l^reas  to  the  prince  apon  the  throne. 

The  hen.  gentleman  has  averred,  thai 
the  leadeis  of  fiMtioo,  a  name  whidb  ha 
has  beeti  pleased  to  bestow  opoa  all  these 
who  are  active  ia  tbe  cause  ^  their  coua- 
tiy^  are  the  eaiy  ])ersees  who  spread  an 
alam  ef  vielated  rights,  by  a  late  uepre- 
oedented  dedsien  of.  a  majority  in  this 
Hoase$  bat  1,  6ir«  oh  Ite  camrary  do 
aver,  that  thedecisieB  itself  iBStaiitly.Bpread 
the  alaiBB;  it  struck  every  iodepeodeat 
member  within  the  Hauae  wiih  astonish- 
meot,  and  every  indepeadent  freeholder 
without  the  House,  with  grief  aed  aepre* 
hensieo.  The.  servile  creatares  ^  ti^ 
ordering   the   eaecutiisn  at   their   veiy  I  court,  the  aujnerous  band  of  asereenaiy 


doers,  and  cfierin^  an  horrid  outrage  to 
hnaaaity,  by  puttinff  the  hufllband  aikl  the 
ftdier  to  death,  be&re  the  eyes  of  tJie 
chfldian  and  the  wife :   the  aaigistrale, 
who  by  the  duty  of  his  oCoe  is  compelled 
to  be  present  upon  these  mournfVil  occa- 
sions>  w  insttltcii  hy  a  asilitary  force,  sent 
anaahed,  and  unneeded,  to  add  horror  to 
tbe  scene.    To  e&ct  these  horrid  pur- 
poses, the  sotoan  sentence  of  the  judges 
has  been  overborne  by  the  mandate  of  a 
minister,  and  Uie  violation  has  been  jus- 
tified by  the  tools  of  power,  in  open  de- 
&moe  of  the  dictates  ef  law,  and  the  cries 
of  humanity.  These  are  among  the  griev- 
anccnr,  of  wjiich  those  who  cause  them 
pretend  to  be  ignorant ;  eveiy  aerve  of 
govenaaent  is  strained  to  distreas  aad  in- 
tiitifdatc  the  people,  and  whencemplaints 
are  tfans  extorted,  they  are  reproached 
for  tsoaiplaining  without  a   oaaser    But 
doee  net  the  t&ir  shahe  under  you,  Sir, 
when  you  hear  the  despicable  teak  of  a 
deSeaSed  minister  afort  to  treat  the  da- 
contents  of  the  people  with  indifference^ 
with  ridicule,  nay  with  derision  and  con- 
tempt :  but  agaihst  these  abuses  it  is  in 
vain  tD  dedaini,  the  government  is  roMen 
throughout;   this  oanstitution  is  rotten. 
The  time  however  mi^  come,  when  |)eti- 
tiona  will  be  foUowed  by  snemonstranoes, 
and  remonatrances  by  exeention ;  in  that 
diqr  of  advenlty,  where  will  the  wretches 
to  whom  the  nation  <will  owe  its  calamity 


hirelings,  who,  by  long  vialenoe  to  the 
feelings  of  liuntfmily,  have  lost  diem»  weia 
the  enljT  persons  who  did  not  take  the 
alann;  if  the  oeuit  sycophant,  and  the 
court  mercenary,  whom  habitual  prostitu- 
tion has  asade  caUeus  to  shame,  ace  the 
only  grave  and  sensible  pa-sons,  and  |ji6 
whole  body  ef  implac^  and  unpenaienad 
freeholders  are  frantic  end  foolish,  theti 
what  the  hon«  sentleman  has  aversed  ma}r 
be  true ;  bat  if;  en  the  contrary,  those  ana 
fools  who  sell  Uieir  dearest  birthright,  tfie 
freedom  of  themselves  and  posterity  for 
guilt  and  disgrace ;  and  these  are  wisa 
who  stand  up  m  its  defence,  then  what  ha 
has  averred  is  fake.  In  behalf  qf  those 
persons,  the  injared  iiredioldek-s  of  Great 
Britain,  who  alone  are  to  be  depended 
upon  for  national  support)  and  nationsl 
defence,  and  to  assure  to  them  a  candid 
hearing  of  their  conmlainas,  I  am  for  tha 
Amendment  proposed.         4 

Mr.  Thonuu  De  tirey  : 

Sir;  I  must  confess  that  the  hen» 
gentleman  has  enterlamed  the  iUeose  with 
the  exhibition  ef  some  ver^  stione  paint* 
iqg;  whether  he  has,  notwithstanaing  tha 
caution  he  is  pleaasd  to  express,  pcdnted 
tee  strongly,  1  sh^l  leave  others  to  ideter* 
mine;  the  principal  figure  in  hb  piece  ia 
himself;  he  is  in  an  office  which  jm  itself^ 
is  troublesome  and  disaareeable,  and  a 
corrupt  ministry  has  msde  it  still  more 


4eir  party,  for  haaeness  is  always  timid ; 
hut  lurking  in  a'tunmer,  and  oBi^nying  the 
tamage,  for  timidity  is  alwqrs  cmel^  but 
in  this  obecurityi  surely  the  hand  af  jus- 


be  found?    NotJn  Ae  field, ^supporting,  disagreeable  and  troublesome,    in  mesa 


spite  to  the  county  in  which  it  is  'exe- 
cuted :  he  has  been  made  the  instrument 
of  unheard-of^barbanty,  and  troops  have 
bean  aeal  nnashedto  aee  theaervsee  pea* 
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forned.  He  has  received  an  mdawfal 
mandatei  and  k  has  been  justified  by  the 
tools  of  power.  As  to  the  nature  of  the 
office  in  itself,  it  is  to  be  supposed  the  hoo. 
gentleman  'Was  well  acquainted  with  it, 
when  he  stepped  out  of  Uie  way  to  take  it 
upon  him,  wnen  he  did  not  acquiesce  in 
an  appointment  to  it,  from  a  principle  of 
.bearing  his  share  of  common  duties,  but 
solicited  it  with  an  activity  and  zeai,  which 
shewed  that  he  had  a  point  to  answer,  a 
desire  to  gratify  by  it ;  he  has  therefore  as 
little  claim  to  complain  as  to  boast,  with 
respect  to  any  thing  that  he  either  does  or 
Bufiers  in  the  usual  course  of  business,  and 
as  to  these  enormous  grievances,  these 
burthens  that  have  been  wantoiily  and 
malignantly  superadded,  they  will  appear 
to  arise  from  a  provident  care  in  govern* 
ment,  that  when  it  was  unhappily  neces- 
sary to  take  away  the  life  of  an  offending 
subject,  other  subjects  might  be  as  much 
benefited  by  it  as  possible;  that  others 
might  be  deterred  from  committing  the 
same  enormities  on  one  hand,  and  preserved 
from  suffering  bt  them  on  the  other,  the 
criminal  was  ordered  to  be  executed  near 
the  spot  where  he  had  offended,  and  where, 
others  were  still  factious,  riotous,  and  dis- 
obedient. The  mandate,  such  as  has  been 
often  given  by  the  wisdom,  and  even  the 
mercy  of  government,  upon  the  like  oc- 
casions, the  hon.  gentleman  did  not  chuse 
to  obey,  and  therefore  pretended  it  was 
illegal :  the  question  was  referred  to  the 
judges,  and  they  having  declared  for  its 
legality,  are  stigmatized  by  the  opprobri- 
ous nilme>  of  tools  of  power.  As  ne  has, 
by  a  false  medium,  magnified  grievances 
that  apply  particularly  to  himself,  so  by 
the  same  artifice  has  he  magnified  discon- 
tents supposed  to  arise  from  the  sufferings 
of  the  public^  The  discontents  that  are 
held  up  as  spectres,  denouncing  the  sub- 
version of  government,  and  diffusing  con- 
■ternation  and  terror,  are  nothing  more 
than  the  senseless  clamours  of  the  thought- 
less and  the  ignorant,  the  lowest  of  the 
rabble,  who  naturally  abhor  all  govern- 
ment, and  who  are  therefore  easily  ex- 
cited to  resist  the  best,  by  any  pretence, 
however  shallow,  that  is  suggestea  by  those 
who  have  views  of  advantage  very  diffe- 
rent from  the  advantage  of  the  commu- 
nity. M^  of  worth  and  probity  detest 
faction  and  clamour,  for  the  same  reason 
that  the  profligate  and  the  base  abet  and 
encourage  them.  And  will  any  man  say 
that  the  late  petitions  against  grievances 
aie  promoted  by  inen  of  worth  and  pro- 


bity ?  The  petition  for  Westmioiter  is  a 
demonstration  to  the  contrary.  Of  25,000 
respectable  inhabitants,'  many  of  thm  of 
the  first  distinction,  two  only,  in  the  rank 
of  gentlemen,  couki  be  foond  to  c(mDt^ 
nance  the  petition.  Every  member  of  thb 
House  who  hears  me,  can  tell  by  whom, 
and  by  what  means  the  Westminster  peti- 
tion was  obtained ;  they  know  that  a 
ferment  was  kept  up  by  a  few  deapicabte 
mechanics,  headed  by  base>bom  people^ 
booksellers,  and  broken  tradesmes,  and 
that  the  petition  was  signed  by  the  scum 
of  the  earth,  the  refuse  of  the  people,  un- 
worthy to  enter  the  gates  of  his  Majesty'i 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Ser* 
jeant  Gltftin^  who  stood  up  and  said : 

Sir,  I  must  insist  upon  it,  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  has  been  guilty  of  an  of- 
fence  against  the  people  of  thisfree  kiogdooi 
and  if  he  does  not  correct  himself,  I  shall 
make  a  motion  against  him.  ThepnTi* 
leges  .of  the  people  of  this  country  do  not 
depend  upon  birth  and  fortune:  taey bold 
their  rights  by  the. noblest  of  alldistino 
tions,  that  of  Englishmen,  and  of  these 
rights  they  cannot  be  divested,  but  by  the 
subversion  of  the  constitution. 


Mr.  De  Grey  then  explained , 

and  said,  that  he  meant  only,  that  those 
who  had  signed  the  petition  were  not  \m 
of  dignity  or  consequence ;  that  their 
chairman  was  no  other  than  a  bookselkr. 

Mr.  George  Onslow  t 

Sir ;  notwithstanding  what  has  been 
said  by  the  learned  Serjeant,  I  camiot  help 
being  of  the  same  opinion  with  my  worthy 
friend.  J  am  of  opinion  that  the  petition^ 
era  are  not  men  of  property,  either  in 
Westminster  or  elsewhere :  I  sm  nne 
they  are  not  men  of  property  in  the  county 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  repraeot, 
neither  are  ihey  the  majority  of  the  free- 
holders of  any  class ;  not  a  tenth  ptrt  of 
those  who  may  be  stiled  gentlemen  put 
their  hands  to  the  petition,  and  oi  600 
whose  names  are  in  the  commission  of  the 
peace,  no  more  than  70  could  be  inducoi 
to  sign  it,  by  all  the  arts,  and  all  the  in- 
fiuence  of  the  iaction.  1  introduced  & 
worthy  member  into  this  House,  to  the 
exclusion  of  an  unworthy  member,  and  1 
have  been  reproached  for  it ;  I  shall  how* 
ever,  always  be  happy  in  the  remembranoe 
ot  the  motion  I  made  last  year  for  htf 
admission.  [The  admission  of  colosel 
LuUrelL] 
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on  the  Address  of  Thanks. 
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Si^  Aiithony  Ahdy  : 

Sir^  I  have  seen  the  petition  for 
le  county  of  Surrj,  which  that  gentleman 
18  the  nonour  to  represent;  and  I  do 
MJare,  in  the  face  of  that  gentleinany 
is  signed  by  a  very  ereat  majority  of  the 
^holders,  many  of  them  pefsons  of  great 
roperty,  and  formerly  his  zealous  friends. 
M  to  the  justices  or  the  peace,  it  may 
frrhaps  be  true,  that  the  petition  was  not 
gnea  by  more  tlian  70  in  600 :  they  may 
Bve  -their  private  reasons  for  withholding 
leir  assent  to  a  measure  which  involves  a 
wnplaint;  but  1  believe  there  are  few, 
hOy  if  they  were  drawing  the  character 
r  a  good  and  respectable  man,  would 
link  it  could  be  heightened  by  adding 
lat  he  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  either 
W  Surry  or  Middlesex.  As  to  the  mo- 
ion,  which  the  hon.  gentleman  says  makes 
im  ai  happy,  he  may  be  assured  that  it 
rone  of  the  works,  which,  whenever  he 
hall  rest  from  his  labours,  will  be  sure  to 
oDow  him. 

Mr,  George  Onsloto : 

Many  of  my  constituents,  when 
bey  signed  the  petition,  I  speak  from 
iertain  knowledge,  knew  no  more  what 
hqr  were  about  than  this  table,  [laying 
Ds  hand  upon  the  table  before  him]  and 
!  newer  will  consent  to  the  House  of  Com* 
Dons  joining  with  the  people  against  the 
iloiise  of  Commons. 

Sir ;  the  compliment  which  the  hon. 
mtleman  has  pa^d  to  the  Freeholders  of 
lie  county  of  Surry,  will  prdbably  be  re- 
nemberea.  It  happens,  however,  that  I 
caosr  many  of  them ;  and  I  think  that,  in 
(eneral,  they  are  sensible  men.  If  the 
um.  gentleman  had  said  that  they  did  not 
mow  what  they  did  when  they  cnose  him 
br  their  representative,  his  assertion  would 
probably  have  foimd  more  credit. 

Mr.  Rigby  : 

^\  notwithstanding  all  that  has 
lieen  said  about  grievances^  complaints  and 
petitions,  I  am  persuaded  that  the  people 
n  general  are  content  and  quiet:  they 
feel  no  grievances,  they  form  noapprehen* 
Rons ;  and  af  it  were  not  for  petition-hun* 
kets,  who  travel  from  North  to  South,  and 
fvom  East  to  West,  who  tell  them  Uiere 
■ra  grievances  which  they  do  not  feel,  and 
appiehensions  whiditb^donot  conceive, 
I  am  sure  the  name  ot  a  petition  would 


never  have  been  heard  in  more  than  three 
counties  throughout  the  kingdom.  If  it 
were  not  for  the  officious  diligence  of  these 
incendiaries,  how  is  it  possible  that  the 
farmers  and  weavers  in  Yorkshire  and 
Cumberland,  should  know,  or  take  an  in- 
terest in  the  Middlesex  election  of  repre* 
sentatives  in  parliament.  It  is  impossible^ 
that  of  themselves,  they  could  ever  think 
even  of  asking  a  question  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  a  few  factious  and  discontented 
people,  who  have  no  #ay  of  making  them- 
selves of  consequence  but  by  distressing 
government,  go  round  the  country ;  meet- 
mgs  are  advertised,  speeches  made,  the 
parliament  abused,  government  vilified, 
and  the  people  inflamed ;  a  petition  ready 
drawn  up  is  produced  and  read,  and  before 
the  ferment  subsides,  it  is  hawked  about 
from  one  town  to  another,  till  a  sufficient 
number  of  names  are  collected  to-  make  a 
shew,  and  then  it  is  passed  for  the  sense 
and  act  of  the  people.  To  pretend  that 
any  attention  is  due  to  petitions  thus  frau- 
dulently obtained,  is  an  insult  upon  com- 
mon sense.  '  But  supposing  that  a  majo- 
rity of  freeholders  had  signed  these  peti- 
tions, without  influence  and  solicitation, 
the  majority,  even  of  this  class,  is  no  bet^ 
ter  than  an  ignorant  multitude,  whom  it 
is  absurd,  in  the  highest  degree,  to  sup« 
pose  capable  of  deciding  upon  a  question^ 
about  which  the  best  landers,  and  the 
ablest  men  in  this  House,  are  still  divided. 
Let  the  infamous  abettors  of  sedition  bludi 
at  their  appeal  to  such  a  tribunal.  If  the 
authority  of  this  House  is  to'  be  called  in 
ouettion  by  people  of  this  class,  if  we  suf- 
lex  our  proceeoings  to  be  controuled  and 
directed  by  popular  clamour,  excited  by 
fiictious  invective  and  misrepresentation, 
we  must  bid  adieu  to  all  government  by 
law,  and  depend  for  protection  upon  the 
caprice  of  the  multitude.  As  this  Would 
certainly  be  the  greatest  evil  that  can  be- 
hl  us,  and  as  I  think  the  Amendment 
tends  directly  to  bring  it  on,  I  shall  give 
my  vote  against  it ' 

Sir  George  SaxnUe : 

Sir ;  I  have  been  highly  entertain- 
ed by  the  picture  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man has  been  pleased  to  draw  of  those^ 
whom,  with  an  elegance  and  modesty 
almost  peculiar  to  himself,  be  has  charac- 
terized by  the  courtly  epithets  of  petition- 
hunters  and  incendiaries.  1  frankly  ac- 
knowledge before  this  House,  that  I  have 
appeared  at  several  of  the  meetings  that 
baveb(Wiadvertised,bot|iin^'   '  "^^       "■ 
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•lee#liM«;  bttt  I  dfllijf  <^  I tv«r  hauled 
after  petiliMM  or  fetitionenfi  I  hmve  ui* 
daed^betn  «ftett  solidM  16  coiiuilentiiea 
maA  flttffpovt  botk  And  I  wadke  no  Icntple 
to  •ckiii»«rkdg&»  thai  I  B«rtr  dsdiaad  9p* 
pthring  irherever  I  ^wU  intitedk  I  idiot^« 
Willi  im  hon.  g^tlaaMttii  Ifalit  the  ftmithi* 
lalilHh  or  ter^n  the  dimkititioii  of  the  an* 
iAtotky  of  tins  Honte-  bj  the  people,  will 
be  a  very  grtal  eril;  but  I  caaaot  graiii» 
Aat  k  ii  the  greatest  evil  that  can  befiil 
thi8  natioB.  I  can  teli  htm  of  a  greater 
erfly  aad  that  i8»  the  nvaaion  of  tibe  peo- 

fe's  rights  by  the  aoihontT  of  this  Houie. 
own  the  onl  of  whibh  the  hoc.  genlie* 
man  has  made  mention,  te  bis  thegreHtaet 
bat  one»  nnd  from  that  one  the  other  as 
natofillT  flows,  as  a  taver  At«  its  ooarce* 
Ho#  this  erilcatnttoekisl^it  is  not  ibrase 
toflHy ;  the  tMasucj^ienchcan  bestexphun 
ksonginc  fbr  it  ^  my  4kn  belittf;  thsl  the 
hon^  gentlemen  who  oo  worthily  fill  that 
dsitimnished  seat,  ginpe  it  birth,  narsed  it 
in  ki  imikmcfy  and  trained  it  to  nsatarity* 
I  ^  net  oay  that  the  vOte  of  expalsidn, 
wfaMi  was  abe  beiginntng  of  sorrows,  was 
the  ofisprhig  of  ootrubHon,  nor  do  I  oay 
that  the  majbfity  of  Mns  House  sold  the 
righto  -ci  their  eOtttituents,  bat  I  do  sa?f 
jly-haw  said  it,  imd  will  olways  say  it,  that 
they  have  betfayed  Ihom.    These  are  my 
aantiments,  and  tholb  I>  teid  every  gentie- 
tmai  t»hb  hears  mfe,  knOwstobeUiesent^ 
monts  ef  tiie  peopie.    It  is  in  vain  to  d4t» 
HbadUe  Any  4<mger^    Things  are  comeio 
a  ctilis ;  and  I  shoald  esteem  myself  a 
IMiitor  to  Ay  oOHntr3K,  wtet  I  to  oappwas 
tfie    spMitaasous  diotales  of  ihy  neart 
Bimistonal  .gentlenien  wUI  dierefore  es* 
Otfsbtto,  when  I  lell ihoa^  thm  itts  my 
belief  that  the  iNftfaority  of  thaHouteis 
Mt  to  be  maintained  by  big  irords  and 
oonnding  oayrcssiong,  but  by  ^ite  coon* 
Mb  and  |>Fiidenl  meitarea.    It  is  in  vam 
that  wo  valae  wnrsrites -on  the  Jinoerity  of 
theptinoiple,  if  we  donot  oenvince  others 
of  thb  reclitttde  of  oar  ^roteedingi«    The 
people  are   not  such  %nomnt  dupes  as 
certain  wiseacres  would  represent  them. 
They  understand  their  own  rights,   and 
Jmow  their  own  interests  as  wdl  as  we  do. 
Xilmgiiage,  and  not  ondefsta&dmg,  cois- 
alitotes all tbedifiefonce between  ns;  few 
bf  thcas^  I  ftnnr,  were  they  present  to 
hear  ^at  is  saio,  would -entertain  a  more 
okvaiod  opiidon  of  those  ifraldrs  by  whom 
they  ttife  d^gmded,  than  tim  otators  them- 
■olvto  onsertain  of  them.      F\w  let  me 
^hisporhi  die  ear  of  some  of  these  gmitle^ 
^      **  *  '  ■  a 


poo 


(the  reward  not  of  their  own  inent)  ud 
support  in  the  treasury,  are  greater  recan. 
mOndatiOns  tod  seat  in  d^  asModily,  than 
either  the  honosty  of  dw  hean»  oriht 
deamem  of  the  held* 

After  sir  George  had  ended  )ub  ipeedi, 
the  debate  went  on :  wh^n 

Sir  Alexander  Gilffumrtqte  im  and  nid, 
that  the  words  of  sir  Geome  nad  a  Toy 
harsh  sound;  that,  indeed,  hewaabutjait 
come  from  sdiool,  and  miditaot  bi  su^ 
posed  sufficiently  acquaint^  with  the  nlo 
and  forms  of  the  assembly  into  wluchhehad 
not  been  long  admittea;  and  that  there* 
fore  his  (pinion  might  have  bni  little 
weight ;  but  that  were  the  Home  to  be 
influenced  by  his  judomeat,  some  expra* 
ttons.  derogatory  to  the  di^uty  ofthita* 
semUy,  should  not  pass  onoenaored,  u  k 
believed  them  unprecedented. 

Mr.  Comoav  semi,  (hat  sUewaucedwel)! 
always  be  made.  Ibr  words  Spokes  m  tk 
heat  of  debate,  to  which  alone  he  was  nre 
it  must  be  attributed,  that  espresioa 
carrying  so  severe  a  redectioa  oq  tbe 
whole  House,  had  escaped  frotn  so  ^lod^ 
rate  a  man  as  his  woithy  ftiend. 


Sir  George  Samlle : 

Sir ;  aieafeere  ia  thb  HeaR  bia 
always  been  athswcd  to  rise  ap,  ioa^ 
what  nsay  have  been  haslHy  apohea,  oi 
hastily  ceosated,  and  I  now  rise  m  tail' 
lustrate,  but  not  to  retract,  what  I  hm 
said.  Suppose  that  a  private  geotlemai) 
should  entertain  a  baa  tminion  ci  ^ 
stewaed,  it  wotdd  oertainlv  ne  snanfortu; 
nale  ciroamslance  both  for  the  ft* 
and  the  gelitleaian:  if  this  bad 
shoaM  hofipen  to  be  )ast,  it  wooU 
moms  tinfortanaaei  but  if  ike  gemlei 
shoidd  be  in  a  aitimtion  wbidi  ttsde 
daagetovs  fbr  him  to  exprom  his 
it  Woaid  oerttunly  be  more  uafbrti 
aiaH.  I  am  greatly  obl%;od  lo  the 
gentleman  over  the  waj^  for  what  be 
said  in  my  behalf:  hia  opinion  of  vor 
spoken  in  heat  ia  certainly  jost, 
hMT  hat  adopted  it,  even  m  case 
ftinrder  i  if  sudden  pastioo  hm  heeo  «^ 
otted«  and  ibe  fiict  is  perpetiated 
the  blood  has  had  tinse  to  oool,  it 
anotfier  nature,  and  ia  distiimiiiibed 
another  name.  As  to  mysd^  I  am 
OoBsdous  thati have  apdten  in  best; 
if  I  did,  I  have  now  had  time  to 
and  I  asam  say  as  1  amd  befam,  that 
House  has  boaN7ed4ie  «%hls  of  iii 


13  M  lA#  Adtkms  i 

Kr  AUmmbr  Oilmour  thijfft  mm  up  ui 
■it  anger,  and  ui-gad,  that  in  timet  of 
V  fioentiouflneiiy  memben  liad  baen  sent 
tbe  Tower  for  worcb  of  lasa  ofience; 
I  that  even  if  muBion  had  been  acknow- 
gedf  it  woiila  not  have  b^en  admitted 
an  excute. 

9ir  George  SaviUe  then  rose  up  again, 
ly  with  hu  usual  composure,  said : 

Ubr.  Speaker,  I  am  accused  of  hayiog 
iken  hastily,  violent,  and  angry  words, 
t  the  charge  seems  more  applicable  to 
we  who  hare  brought  the  aocosatipn,  if 
t  may  judoe  either  by  the  words  or  the 
pturea  of  Uie  speaker.  I  am  not  remark- 
ie  for  bein^  passionate,  I  do  not  feel 
pe^ao  at  this  instant ;  but  if  I  am  mia- 
ken*  if  I  am  now  actually  in  a  n^e,  J 
ive  been  so  ever  since  the  fatal  vote  was 
aaed,  and  shall  be  so  till  it  is  rescinded. 
Itr  shall  the  mean  consideration  of  vay 
m  safety,  be  ever  put  in  the  balance 

Kt  my  duty  to  my  constituents*  Let 
i  fan  down  and  worship  the  golden 
aage  which  Nebuchadnezzar  has  set  up;  I 
91  own  no  superior  but  the  laws,  nor  will 
bend  the  knee  to  any  but  Him  who  made. 
la. 

Lord  North  interposed  with  great  prob- 
and moderation,  and  said,  that  he 
neither  the  gentleman  who  had 
tioned  the  Tower,  nor  the  gentleman 
ho  had  spoken  the  hasty  wprds,  would 
Cnk  any  more  about  either, 

Mr.  Serjeant  G/yiw  .• 

Sir ;  my  hon.  friend  has  been  se» 
■idy*censured  for  declaring,  that  in  his 
|iniea,  the  majority  of  this  House  ha^ 
Mieiyed  the  rights  of  their  constituents; 
at  as  to  myself,  I  think  his  declaration 
otoidy  innocent  but  laudable.  I  conclude 
bat  it  IS  innocent,  because  every  member 
as  an  indubitable  right  to  cleclare  hb 
mtioieats,  and  upon  this  right  the  very 
aistence  of  tnis  House  depends,  which, 
tom  the  moment  there  is  an  end  of  free 
rixite,  will  degenerate  froas  an  assembly 
t  free  representatives  of  a  free  people, 
ito  a  gang  of  slaves.  You  are^  and  have 
nig  been  told  daily  in  the  piAlic  news- 
apers,  that  you  have  betrayed  the  rights 
f  tile  people;  and  shril  an  obscure  and 
Aonymous  writer  of  naragraphs  for  news- 
lapers,  enjoy  a  freeqom  of  speech  that  la 
nied  to  the  members  of  this  House! 
^  as  be  more  cautious  in  establishing 
Ittpotism  among  ourselves,  and  less  hasty 
a  aanBiuiig  a  power   over  each  ether* 
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which  hy  tovaa  wll  dsfvade  tisaff:  latua 
net  break  down  the  mounda  whieh  roi^ 
strain  the  torrent  at  its  soureey  lest  the 
paaplr,  laho  are  akready  alarmed,  should 
dfeed  an  inundation  ct  tyranny,  that  will 
ovensheha  them  alL  I  know  that  ewr 
journals  contain  psecodenU  of  soak 
stretflfies  of  power  aa  some  have  shewed 
an  inclination  to  repeat,  but  I  know  too^ 
that  our  jouniala  contain  many  thlnga» 
which  are  warranted  aeithiMr  by  the  hm 
nor  the  constitution,  and  I  will  venture  to 
aiirm,  that  these  precedents  are  among 
the  noaAer,  thougo  they  may  happen  to 
hare  received  a  sanction  by  praetioe  since 
tlie  Reookitioa.  Aotums,  and  not  words, 
aw  HI  every  case  the  most  proper  objeeta 
of  enqnirv  and  punishment;  an  overt  aot^ 
in  the  opink)a  or  the  best  lawyen,  ie  almost 
always  aeoessary  to  render  men  aocount*^ 
able  MS  the  ormnary  cenmaarco  oF  ¥^i 
and  if  thia  is  the  case,  sorekr  the  membere 
of  this  House  should  not  be  aeoeuntsible 
for  wofds  spoken  in  their  debates^  Our 
debates.  Sir,  can  neither  be  free  nor 
honesty  if  tihe  tongue  is  shackhNl  by  a  slav^ 
ish  £iar  of  givmg  oimee  to  a  majority. 
Tiberius  was  perhaps  one  of  the  worat 
characteri  h&  all  antiouiiy,  yet  even  Ti« 
beriua  was  satisfied  with  contreidinir  die 


aetiona  of  men ;  he  never  extended  hia , 
tjrranny  to  Aeir  speecli :  and  shall  a  Bri- 
tish seaate  push  the  inreada  of  tyranny^ 
upon  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  more-  - 
than  a  nMmster,  who.has  been  hdd  out  for 
ages,  as  the  disgraee  of  human  nature! 
I^  this  never  be  told  in  the  street,  let  it 
never  even  be  thouffht  m  the  closet;  if 
the  saered  flame  of  ImerUr  ie  every  where 
else  extingttiAed,  let  It  ae  preserved  tike 
die  vestal  ire  among  uss  it  is  ^e  prtn^ 
cij^le  of  life,  it  is  life  itself,  it  is  the  soul, 
it  IS,  that  image  of  God^  walhour  wMeh  we 
cease  to  be  men.  But,  Sir,  I  do  not  oeij 
think  that  the  words  ibr  wdieh  my  hon. 
friend  has  been  censured  are  blameless,  I 
think  they  are  praiseworthy.  If  gende- 
men  would  estimate  them  fairly^  they 
would  think  themselvea  rather  ol)liged 
than  injured  by  a  declaration,  that  is  aa 
honest  as  it  is  frank.  Wo^  diey  havo 
gentlemen  prevarieate,  and  rather  pamper 
a  sickly  appetite,  than  point  out  the  cms- 
ease !  1  know  that  they  are  sore,  yet  who 
would  suffisr  a  wound  to  moitiQr,  rather 
than  endure  the  pain  of  dressing  ?  A  des* 
perate  disease  reqiures  a  desperate  re^ 
medy.  Thepresent  is  such :  we  must  not 
trifle  with  it.  If  we  do,  woe  be  to  us ; 
die  avenger  is  at  hand,  nsy,  even  now  at 
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the  door.  Mj  honoured  friend  hA  only 
expressed  the  sentiments  of  the  people, 
who  are  ready  to  do  themselves  lustice; 
and  ifit  were  not  for  this  rod  whicn  hangs 
over  our  own  backs,  I  doubt  not  but  these 
immaculate  gentlemen  would  be  ready 
enough  to  chastise  the  member,  who  has 
so  profainely  chained  them  with  guilt. 
Were  they  not  more  afraid  of  those  with- 
out, than  careful  of  the  privileges  of  those 
within,  1  verjly  believe,  that  for  what  I 
have  now  said,  I  should  myself  be  in  dan- 
ger of  the  judgment.  I  most  heartily  join 
with  those  who  lament,  that  the  authority 
of  this  House  is  fallen  so  low,  that  it  does 
not  dare  to  punish  the  most  flagcant  at* 
tacks  upon  its  dignity  and  honour ;  I  la* 
ment  stdl  more  tbt  these  attacks  are  not 
made  without  cause;  and  if  the  people 
did  not  see  and  feel  that  we  deserve  re- 
proach they  would  never  countenance  or 
encourage  the  affronts  that  are  contmually 
offered  to  us.  They  know  their  own  in- 
terest as  well  as  we  do ;  if  they  saw  that 
we  pursued  it,  they  would  establish  our 
authority  upon  a  basis  that  could  never  be 
shaken ;  but  when,  on  the  contrary,  they 
perceive  that  we  have  a  separate  interest 
mcompatible  with  their  own,  they  will  put 
dignity,  respect  and  authority,  out  of  our 
power.  We  have  lost,  I  liad  almost  said 
we  have  forfeited,  the  love  and  confidence 
of  the  people,  and  we  cannot  bear  that 
one  of  our  own  members  should  report  to 
us  the  opinion  that  they  have  conceived  of 
our  conduct.  As  long  as  causes  produce 
their  effects,  so  long  will  the  present  con- 
duct of  this  House  render  it  despicable 
and  impotent.  Whatever  opinion  it  may 
fondly  nave  conceived  of  an  innate  and 
underived  omnipotence,  it  can  no  more 
preserve  its  power  from  contempt,  when 
It  is  employed  against  the  people,  than  the 
rain  from  descendmg  wnen  it  becomes 
heavier  than  the  atmosphere  wliich  sur- 
rounds it. 

Mr.  Djfson : 

We  have  been  told.  Sir,  in  a  la- 
lioured  harangue,  that  we  have  lost  tbe 
love  and  confidence  of  the  people,  that  an 
hon.  gentleman  who  has  reproached  us 
with  betraying  our  trust,  has  spoken  the 
sentiments  of  the  people,  that  we  are  at 
this  moment  in  danger  of  being  called  to 
account  by  the  people;  that  the  people 
*  are  ready  to  do  themselves  justice  upon  us, 
and  that  we  should  beware  what  we  do, 
because  the  people,  whom  by  one  of  the 
rhetorical  flourishes  which  are  so  useful 


OD  other  occasions,  he  calli  the  Avenj^erf 
is  at  the  door.    Sir,  it  is  hard  to  say  wbe- 
ther  this  insult  is  more  gross  against  this 
House  or  the  people.    Is  the  rabble  thst 
is  now  supposed  to  be  gathered  about  the 
door,    the   people?    Are  the  writen  of 
news-papers,  who  wish  for  a  pruon  or  a 
pillory,  that  their  libels  may  be  thought 
more  important,  the  people  ?  Or  do  the 
petitions,  about  which  so  much  has  just 
been  said,  contain  the  sense  of  the  people? 
The  people  are  too  great,  too  respectsbie 
a  booy  to  beoome  the  tool,  the  puppet  of 
any  faction ;  they  are  not  to  be  hired  to 
halloo  and  hiss  with  porter  and  genera; 
they  are  not  to  be  brought  gaping  to  aa 
inn  by  such  tricks  and  devices  as  gull 
clowns  at  a  fair.     An  hon.  gentleiDan  has 
told  us  that  he  did  not  seek  petitiooei^, 
but  that  petitioners  sought  him;  but  its 
well  known,  that  though  this  may  be  true 
hi  appearance,  it  is  false  in  fact   Wbeo  a 
great  man  has  a  mind  to  be  thus  sought, 
intimations  are  given  to  proper  penooi, 
that  they  must  seek  him :  a  few  staunch 
friends  meet  together,  with  an  invitation  to 
the  great  man,  drawn  up  by  himself,  is 
their  pocket.    When  this  is  formally  sent 
to  him  he  graciously  vouchsafes  to  attend. 
A   general  meeting  is    then  proposed; 
advertisements  are  inserted  in  the  nen- 
papers;   cards    of  invitation  are  esm 
where  distributed,  and  agents  attend  on 
market  days  at  inns  and  alehouses,  to  see 
who  can  be  picked  up  by  the  inflaence  d 
a  customer,  or  the  hopes  of  a  treat.  Tbe 
great  man  receives  another  copy  oF  bis  b* 
vitation  to  himself,  and  he  again  deigiutoi 
accept  it :  when  he  comes  he  is  pressed 
to  take  the  chair,  as  has  been  precoo* 
certed,  and  thus  he  is  happily  both  sought 
and  fpund :  firom  the  chair  he  relates  whaj 
he  has  heard  from  the  minority  of  tH 
House,  of  wicked  ministers  and  injH 
liberty,  taking  care  to  suppress  the  ar^i 
ments,  by  which  the  majority  support  thj 
wisdom  of  parliament  and  the  rectitude  o^ 
administration,  and  then,  producing  a  p^ 
tition,  hands  are  oollectea  like  money 
the  church  door  for  a  brief;  andvh 
this  rhapsody  of  malice  and  sedition,  ti 
which  majesty  and  ministry  are  inrolv' 
in  one  general  charge  of  combining  a^ 
the  couatitution,  is  brought  up  to  mm^ 
the  king  and  disgrace  government,  we  ar^ 
told,  it  is  the  sense  of  the  people!  ^v^ 
have  been  superciliously  warned  of  tyraonjij 
and  told  that  it  is  advancing  ^^  ^ 
with  hasty  strides,      I  am  an  eaem^ 
tyranny,  Sir,  and  therefore  I  ^ff^^^  ^* 
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<Nit  indignation  hear  this  Houser  threatened 
irith  the  most  preposterous  and  horrid  of 
all  tyranny,  that  of  a  mob.    To  insinuate 
Ifaat  the  measures  of  a  legislative  body 
ibould  be  influenced  by  echoes  of  sedition 
from  the  rabble,  is  to  insinuate  that  all  go- 
Femment  should  be  at  an  end.    It  is  to 
restrain  those  with  whose  vengeance  we 
are  now  threatened,  that  all  government  is 
instituted,  and  if  they  are  not  restrained,  a 
state  of  nature  will  return,  and  the  earth 
vnll  be  filled  with  violence  and  oppres- 
sion, under  the  pretence  of  liberty  and 
yistice.    If  our  liberties  are  in  danger,  it 
IS  from  those  who  have  set  up  the  cry ;  it 
is  from  those  who  insult  both  majesty  and 
administration,  and  not  from  those  who 
would  support  the  best  of  princes  in  the 
exercise  of  constitutional  rights,  and  the 
measures  to  which  he  gives  the  sanction 
of  bis  authority. 

Colonel  Barri: 

Sir ;  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  has  by  a  common  court-artifice  field 
up  majesty  as  a  screen  to  ministers,  and 
endeavoured  to  transfer  the  infamy  which 
mal-administration  has  drawn  upon  one, 
to  the  other.    In  this  attempt,  however, 
it  is  impossible  he  should  succeed,  for  the 
people  will  always    distinguish  between 
them  ;  their  opinions  of  his  Majesty,  and 
of  his  nunisters,  are  as  opposite  as  of  truth 
and   falsehood,  right  and  wrong.     The 
people  feel  for  his  Majesty,  with  Uie  same 
sensibility  as  for  themselves.    The  people 
of  England  know,  the  people  of  Ireland 
know,  and  the  American  people  feel,  that 
the  iron  hand  of  ministerial  despotism  is 
Med  up  against  them :  but  it  is  not  less 
formidable  against  the  people  than  Uie 
prince.    The  soft  breath  of  esteem,  com- 
placency and  veneration,  which  wafted 
congratulations  from  every  heart  to  the 
throne,  is  now  changed  into  groans,  mur- 
murings  and  complaint.    To  Uie  weak  and 
arbitrary  measures  of  men  without  know- 
ledge and  without  principle,  who  have 
succeeded  each  other  in  administration, 
the  discontents  oi  the  people,  and  their 
opposition  to  government,  can  only  be 
imputed.    Every  tree  is   known  by  its 
ihiit,  and  that  administration  must  cer- 
tainly be  erroneous,  or  corrupt  in  no  small 
<iqpree,  which  has  alienated  the  affections 
of  thirteen  millions  of  faithful  subjects, 
^om  an  amiable  sovereign;  whose  uni- 
versal acclamations  prodaimed  their  joy  at 
^^  prospect  of  bemg  governed  by  a  na- 
^  ive  prince,  of  a  happy  temper  and  virtuoiis 
t  VOL.  XVI.] 


disposition,  from  whom  every  national 
blessing  was  expected.  The  declarations 
of  such  ministers,  who  seem  to  have  called 
good  evil,  and  evil  good,  must,  like  dreams, 
be  taken  in  a  contrary  sense ;  when  they 
speak  of  peace  we  may  reasonably  sup- 
pose that  there  b  daneer  of  a  war ;  and 
that  if  a  war  does  not  happen,  it  is  kept 
off'by  dismceful  concessions.  I  call  upon 
that  eenUeman,  [pointing  to  sir  Edward 
Hawke,  first  lord  of  the  admiralty],  who 
from  the  nature  of  his  office,  must  be  ac- 
quainted with  it,  to  declare  to  this  House 
the  real  state  of  the  dispute  which  is  at 
this  time  subsisting  between  the  courts  of 
Great  Britain  and  France. 

Sir  Edward  Havaike  :  ^ 

The  French  have  not  wholly  given  up 
their  complaint  of  an  insult,  which  they 
pretend  was  offered  to  their  flag.  While 
some  of  his  Majesty's  ships  were  anchored 
in  the  Downs,  a  French  frigate,  bearing  a 
royal  commission,  arrived,  and  without 
paying  Uie  usual  salute,  cast  anchor  in  the 
same  road.  The  lieutenant  who  com- 
manded his  Majesty's  sloop  tlie  Hawke,. 
of  twenty  guns,  sent  an  officer  on  board  to 
demand  the  customary  respect,  which  the 
captain  of  the  French  vessel  refused: 
having,  as  he  said,  no  orders  to  pay  it^ 
and  not  being  sufficiently  informed  of  the 
right  to  demand  it,  he  could  not  nor  would 
not  risk  the  honour  of  his  nation  in  a  point 
of  so  great  consequence.  The  lieutenant 
returned  for  answer,  that  his  pretended 
ignorance  should  not  exempt  him  from 
paving  that  act  of  obedience  to  the  Bri- 
tish flag  which  his  nation  had  ever  paid  to 
it  in  the  narrow  seas,  and  with  a  firmness, 
becoming  the  dignitjr  of  a  British  officer, 
declared  he  would  sink  him  if  he  obsti- 
nately refused.  The  French  captain  was 
peremptory,  and  the  lieutenant  drew  up 
alongside  of  his  vessel,  and  fired  a  shot 
into  her ;  at  the  same  time  he  sent  the 
officer  who  had  carried  the  message  to 
strike  the  flag,  which  the  French  captain 
thought  proper  to  suffer  to  remain  in  the 
same  situation  during  his  stay.  This  is 
the  nature  of  the  present  dispute.  The 
French  ministry  have  complained  of  this 
act,  but  seem  by  no  means  disposed  to 
oarry  things  to  extremities  in  support  of 
their  demand  of  redress,  as  they  nnd  no 
disposition  in  our  court  to  relax  in  the 
daim  to  that  ceremonial  of  submission,  the 
exacting  of  which  was  the  occasion  of  the 
dispute. 
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'       Colonel  BarrS  : 

This  is  no  time  for  evasion.  I  call 
upon  administration  to  know  if  all  is  well 
abroad?  If  the  French  do  not  threaten 
and  are  actually  preparing  for  war  ?  The 
King  in  his  Speech  does  not  give  us  the 
usual  strong  assurances  to  the  contrary, 
and  we  all  know  what  is  to  be  inferred 
from  the  cautious  wording  of  speeches 
from  the  throne.  I  Cfdl  upon  that  wretched 
row  of  no-ministersy  (pointing  to  the 
Treasury-bench )  for  a  more  explicit  answer. 

Lord  North  : 

If  we  are  no-ministers,  why  does 
the  hon,  gentleman  call  upon  us  for  an 
answer?  If  he  allows  us  to  be  in  the 
secrets  of  goyernment,  does  he  expect  we 
shall  answer,  All  is  well,  without  knowing 
what  meaning  he  will  put  on  those  words. 
All  is  well  ? 

Colonel  Barri  : 

My  meaning  is,  that  you  declare 
before  this  House,  whether  all  is  fair 
with  France  ?  whether  France  does  not 
•threaten  hostilities,  unless  servile  submis- 
sions are  made  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  prevent  them  ? 

Lord  North  : 

We  have  at  this  instant,  no  par- 
«  ticular  contest,  about  which  there  is  a 
probability  of  going  suddenly  to  war  with 
France.  Is  that  lair  ?  France  has  no 
particular  complaint  against  us,  except 
what  my  hon.  friend  has  just  now  ex- 
plained, about  which,  it  is  prob^le,  she 
will  risk  a  war.  Is  that  fair?  And  I 
will  take  upon  me  to  assert  in  the  iace  of 
this  House,  notwithstanding  my  insignifi- 
cance as  a  minister  or  no-mmlster,  that  no 
servile  submissions  will  be  made  by  the 
present  administration  on  the  part  of  Great 
britain,  to  France  or  any  other  foreign 
power  upon  earth,  to  avoid  n  war;  and 
'  that  whenever  the  national  claims  shall  be 
brought  in  competitidn,  they  will  be  de- 
fended with  dignity,  and  supported  with 
spirit,  I  will  say  more,  that  the  assertion 
which  some  gentlemen  have  been  pleased 
to  throw  out  in  the  course  of  this  debate,, 
that  this  nation  is  in  no  condition  to  f^o  to 
war,  is  not  true ;  it  is  at  this  hour  in  a 
'  better  condition  to  go  to  war,  than  any  of 
its  rivals,  or  its  enemies. 

Colonel  J?arr^ proceeded: 

With  regard  to  our  celcmies,  the 


conduct  of  administration  has  been  weak 
irr69o1ute,    ineffectual,    and  dbgntcefu)! 
Acts  have  been  made  by  one  set  of  mi- 
nisters to  inflame  tliem,  which  by  those 
who  succeeded,  have  been  rmealed  to  ip. 
pease  them.    By  a  Uiird  a^nistnttioD, 
those  unconstitutional  Acts,  that  had  given 
birth  to  the  most  dangerous  contectioD 
that  ever  was  set  on  root,  concerning  a 
subject  that  never  should  be  broagbt  into 
debate,  were  revived,  in  order  to  mflame 
the  colonies,  and  drive  them  to  extremity. 
When  they  resisted  these  unwarrantable 
Acts,  troops  have  been  sent  and  quartered 
in  their  towns,  in  direct  violation  of  the 
law,  to  dragoon  them  into  a  compliance. 
And  in  justification  of  all  this  severitj)  a 
most   treasonable    representation  of  a 
peaceable  and  loyal  people  has  been  made 
to  his  Majesty,  and  to  tne  astonishment  <tf 
all  who  read  it,  delivered  from  the  throne 
in  the  Speech  of  last  session,  which  I  beg 
leave  to  read  in  justification  of  what  1  have 
now  asserted.    [Leave  being  granted,  be 
read  as  follows,]    **  At  the  close  of  the 
last  parliament,  I  expressed  mysatislk* 
tion  at  the  appearances  which  then  ro* 
duced  me  to  believe,  that  such  of  mystA- 
jects  as  had  been  misled  in  some  patts  of 
my  dominions,  were  returning  to  a  jutt 
sense  of  their  duty ;    but  it  is  with  eqoil 
concern  that  I  have  since  seen  that  spirit 
of  faction,  which  I  had  hoped  was  veB 
nigh  extinguished,  breaking  out  a-freib 
in  soiAe  of  my  colonies  in  North  America; 
and,  in  one  of  them,  proceeding  to  adt 
of  violence,  and  of  resistance  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law.      The  capital  town  of 
which  colony,  appears  by  late  advices,  to 
be  in  a  state  of  aisobedience  to  all  law  and 
government;  and  has  pro^eded  to  mea- 
sures subversive  of  the  constitotisn,  and 
attended  with  circumstances,  thatmamfestj 
a  disposition  to  throw  off  their  dependance 
im  Great  Britain." 

And  now.  Sir,  I  appeal  to  the  whole 
House,  I  appeal  to  the  things  upon  that 
bench  (pointing  as  before,)  if  >uch*'^ 
presentation  was  a  just  representatioDCi 
the  honest,  faidifol,  loyal,  and  till  thtf 
moment,  as  subjects,  irreproachable  peopl^ 
of  the  province  of  JMassachussets-bay! 
And  if  not  a  just  representation,  how  qd6^ 
to  be  proclaimed  from  the  month  of  Ma" 
jesty  throughout  all  Europe !  I  will  Ten^ 
ture  to  say,  Sir,  that  all  Europe  knows  'i 
to  be  false.  With  what  astoni^neB^ 
then,  must  they  be  struck  at  the  ^anog 
iniquity  of  those,  by  whose  advice  it  ^ 
nuMe?  To  crows  all,  9  governor  ii  v^^ 
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to  cure  these  diaMrden,  and  to  reconcile 
this  contradictory  system  of  court  policy, 
whOf  with  yinegar  in  one  hand,  ana  oil  in 
the  odier,  was  to  mix  up  a  mess,  which  if 
it  did  not  remove  the  cause,  was  at  least, 
to  meliorate  the  symptoms:  hear  in  what 
manner  he  proceeds  to  execute  his  com- 
mission:   having  received  a  letter  from 
lord  Hillsborough,  in  which  were  the  fol- 
lowing words,  **  His  Majesty  relies  on 
Tour  fidelity,  for  such  an  explanation  of 
his  measures,  as  may  tend  to  remove  the 
prejudices  which  have  been  excited,  by 
the  misrepresentation  of  diose  who  are 
enemies  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  and   to 
re-establish  that  mutual  confidence  and 
affisction,  upon  which  the  glory  and  safety 
of  the*  British  empire  depends,"  &c  he 
opens  his  commission  to  the  assembly 
of  Virginia,  with  a  speech,  a  part  of  which, 
1  beg  leave  to  produce,  as  a  master-piece 
of  eloquence,  and  which  must,  on  that  ac- 
county  do  honour  to  those  great  statesmen, 
who  appointed  this  verjr  &ie  lord,  to  re- 
move the  prejudices  which  have  been  ex- 
cited, hy  the  misrepresentation  of  the  ene- 
mies of  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies. 
<<  I  think  myself,''  says  he,  **  peculiarly 
fortunate,  to  be  able  to  inform  you,  that, 
in  a  letter,  dated  May  the  18th,  I  have 
been  assured,  by  the  earl  of  Hillsborough, 
that  his  Majesty's  present  administration, 
have  at  no  time  entertained  a  design,  to 
propose  to  parliament,  to  lay  any  farther 
taxes  upon  America,  fi;>r  the  purpose  of 
lai^ng  a  revenue,  and  that  it  is  their  inten- 
tion to  propose,  in  the  next  session  of  par- 
liament, to  take  off  the  duties  upon  ^bss^ 
paper,  and  colours,  upon  conWderation  of 
such  duties  having  been  laid,  contraW  to 
the  true  principles  of  commerce/'    This 
peculiar  piece  of  good  fortune,  which  his 
lordship  is  so  proud  off  amounts  to  this, 
that  the  present  worthy  administration,  had 
Bt  no  time  entertained  a  desisn  to  add  griev- 
ance to  grievance ;  but  that  uey  did  propose 
in  the  next  session  of  parliament  to  take  off 
duties,  which,  according  to  their  ideas  of  the 
Blatter,  were  contrary  to  the  true  principles 
of  commerce.    These  were  the  astonishing 
iisuraoces,  by  which  the  prejudices  of  the 
people  of  America  were  to  be  removed;  but 
Ilia  lordship  was  instructed  to  state  the  pro- 
ceedings of  parliament,  as  his  Majesty's 
Measures,  ana  to  explain  them  according  to 
ijs  notions  of  prudence;  his  lordship's 
AoticMds  of  prudence,  will,  indeed,  appear 
^  be  venf  extraordinary,  for  in  conse* 
^iience  of  these  instructiims,  he  auured 
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the  assembly  of  Virginia,  that  his  Majesty 
would  sooner  lose  his  crown  than  preserve 
it  by  deceit,  intimating,  \hat  his  Majesty 
would  support  the  measures  of  his  present 
wise  set  of  ministers  at  the  hazard  of  his 
crown.  But,  according  to  the  notions 
which  other  men  have  formed  of  prudence, 
this  declaration  was  imprudent  in  itself, 
and  still  more  imprudent  with  respect  to 
the  situation  in  which  it  was  made.  It 
was  certainly  imprudent  to  involve  Uie 
measures  of  his  Majesty,  with  those  of  his 
ministiy;  it  was  still  more  imprudent,  as 
it  was  diametrically  opposite  to  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people,  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dressed ;  and  it  was  more  than  imprudence, 
it  was  madness  or  folly  to  make  any  assu- 
rance which  might  lead  the  people  of  Amci 
rica  to  believe,  that  the  interposition  of 
any  set  of  ministers,  could  influence  the 
British  parliament  to  impose,  or  to  repeal 
any  acts  of  taxation,  by  which  the  people 
of  America  were  to  be  affected.  It  was 
also  contrary  to  the  general  notions  of 
prudence,  to  represent  certain  principles 
of  taxation  as  distinct  and  inucpendent 
of  each  other,  which  the  wisdom  of  the 
British  parliament  has  considered  as  one 
and  the  same.  This  distinction,  and  the 
disclaiming  intentions  to  impose  any  taxes 
within  a  certain  description  to  establish 
and  support  it,  could  not  but  inspire  an 
American  assembly,  with  a  most  con- 
temptible idea  of  the  measures  of  parlia- 
ment, and  the  imbecility^  of  those,  bv 
whom  lawful  government  is  administered. 

Is  it,  therefore,  to  be  wondered,  that 
from  such  a  governor  and  such  instruc- 
tions, the  affairs  of  America » should  still 
remain  in  a  state  of  distraction?  That 
the  colonies,  from  such  politicians  and 
such  politics,  should  conceive  the  most 
sanffuine  hopes  of  gaining  their  point,  and 
shaking  off  their  dependance  upon  the 
British  senate?  To  impose  duties,  one 
session,  with  the  professed  purpose  of 
raising  a  revenue,  and  take  them  off  the 
next,  as  being  contrary  to  the  true  princi- 
ples of  commerce,  is  an  instance  of  weak- 
ness and  inconsistency,  not  to  be  parallel- 
ed, but  by  other  measures  of  tne  same 
ministry,  with  respect  to  (.the  government 
of  the  same  people. 

By  a  letter  from  the  same  great  lord, 
who  presides  at  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, to  which  the  aflbirs  of  the  colonies 
are  entrusted,  dated  April,  1768,  directed 
to  Francis  Barnard,  esq.  sovernor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-bay, his  excefiency  is  charged 
with  the  execution  of  certain  propositions 
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to  be  obtamed  of  the  assembly  of  that 

Erovince,  and  in  case  of  non-compliance^ 
is  instructions  were  to  dissolve  the  as- 
Isembly  immediately.  The  issue  was,  the 
assembly  refused  to  pay  obedience  to  the 
governor's  requisition,  and  the  governor 
dissolved  the  assembly,  agreeably  to  the 
ministerial  mandate.  But  the  most  ex- 
traordinary part  of  the  transaction,  is,  that 
the  assembly  which  succeeded,  was  suf- 
fered to  sit,  and  to  deliberate,  and  carry 
on  the  ordinary  business  of  the  session, 
without  so  much  as  mentioning  the  subject 
for  which  the  former  assembly  was  dis- 
solved ;  a  proceeding  so  full  of  inconsist- 
ency and  irresolution,  could  not  but  ex- 
pose his  Majesty's  councils  to  the  ridicule 
of  every  assembly  throughout  America, 
as  futile  and  incongruous  in  the  highest 
degree. 

The  propositions  that  were  then  agitated 
were  or  the  greatest  importance  to  th$ 
sovereignty  of  Great  Britain ;  resolutions 
had  passed  the  assembly  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  negative  to  the  right  of  taxation, 
which  the  British  parliament  claims  over 
all  the  subordinate  parts  of  the  British 
empire,  and  circular  letters  had  been 
written  to  all  her  sister  provinces,  request- 
ing them  to  unite  with  her  in  supporting 
these  resolutions,  and  to  disavow  those 
letters  which  were  looked  upon  as  the 
foundation  of  an  unlawful  combination 
against  the  supreme  power  of  the  British 
legislature.  But  neither  the  one,  nor  the 
other  of  these  points  was  obtained.  The 
ri^ht  of  acquainting  the  sister  colonies, 
with  the  deliberations  of  the  respective 
assemblies,  in  order  to  solicit  their  joint 
'concurrence,  in  any  measure  respecting 
their  privileges,  is  asserted,  and  resolutions 
qf  the  assembly  of  Massachusetts-bay,  in 
direct  opposition  to  resolutions  and  even 
nets  of  the  British  parliament,  remain 
i]I)on  their  journals  to  this  day.  In  the 
midst  of  this  ministerial  contest,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  crush  some  of  the 
leading  men,  who  were  most  active  in  the 
opposition,  with  a  view  to  intimidate  the 
rest ;  but  in  this  too,  the  weakness  of  the 
ministry  was  no  less  conspicuous  than  their 
wickedness,  for  though  they  proposed  to 
parliament,  and  obtained  its  sanction  for 
the  revival  of  an  obsolete  law,  made  in 
the  tyrannical  reigil  of  Henry  8,  in  order 
to  bring  over  to  be  punished  here,  men 
guilty  of  crimes  against  the  state,  com- 
mitted in  the  colonies,  yet  they  had  not 
resolution  to  execute  it,  and  the  assembly 
protested  against  the  revival  of  it  in  direct 
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terms.  By  this  pitiful  no-management  of 
these  no-ministers,  the  contest  remains 
ondecided  ;  and  what  they  have  not  beea 
able  to  accomplish  by  wisdom  and  good 
policy,  is  to  be  effected  by  military  force; 
soldiers  are  sent  over  in  ierwrm^  and  be- 
cause  capacity  is  wanting  to  give  lawfbl 
authority  its  ndl  vigour,  unhiwml  violeDce 
is  to  supply  the  deficiehcy. 

« 

General  Cowvoay: 

Sir ;    we  seem  at  present  to  hare 
incurred  a    misfortune  venr  common  to 
puny  disputants,  but  very  mcongniousto 
the  wisdom  and  dignity  of  this  House: 
we  have  in  the  fury  of  debate  lost  sight  of 
what  we  are  debating  ^ut:  the  sub- 
ject of  our  present  enquiry  is,  whether  u 
amendment  shall  be  made  in  our  Addnn 
to  his  Majesty,  intimating  a  necesdtj  of 
enquiring  into  the  causes  of  the  present 
discontents  :     this  proposal  Of  ameod- 
ment  is  founded  upon  popular  complaiots 
which  have  been  made  by  way  of  petitioa 
to  his  Majesty;    these  complaints  relste 
wholly  to  a  measure  of  this  House,  cod- 
coming  the  election  of  a  representative  for 
the  county  of  Middlesex;  but  instead  of 
considering  whether  this  complaint  is  veil 
founded,  instead  of  examiou^  whetk 
this  House  can  with  any  propriety  cnini- 
nate  itself,  and  in  this  Address,  as  it  vere, 
join  the  cry  of  the  petitioners  who  impor- 
tunately dfemand  its  dissolution,  gentle- 
men  talk  of  homed  cattle,  of  executions  in 
Spitalfields,  of   discontents  beyond  tbe 
western  ocean,  and  many  other  things 
concerning  which  the  petitions  in  ^ 
tion  have  said  nothing,  and  which  tfaere^ 
fore,  with  respect  to  the  matter  in  debsti, 
do  not  come  under  our  notice.    We  hafC 
no   right  to  suppose  the  people  discon^ 
tented  at  any  thing  of  whicn  it  is  notprej 
tended  that  they  complain,  and  theim^ 
should  consider  that  only  of  which  tb^ 
do  complain  as  the  subjedi  of  the  proposal 
enquiry. 

The''  hon.  eentleman  over  against  n< 
has  mentioned  many  subjects  of  his  ovi 
discontent,  which  he  would,  I  ^»^  ^t 
be  vefy  glad  to  transfer  to  the  V^^^^ 
even  supposing  his  discontent  to  be  vd 
founded,  it  is  wholly  foreign  to  the  prese^ 
subject  of  debate ;  nor  is  the  discontent  i 
the  people,  whether  it  be  the  discontento^ 
the  many  or  iew^  of  the  factious  and  »^ 
fish,  or  Uie  loyal  and  public  spirited,  ^ 
to  be  taken  into  consideration.  The  p^ 
pie  it  is  said  have  petitioned  the  throne 
against  grievaacesi  but  they  have  not  F^ 
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tjtioned  the  parliament,  and  the  grievance 
br  the  redress  of  which  the  throne  is  pe- 
titioned is, — what?  a  resolution  of  pariia- 
iKnt;  and  how  do  they  request  the 
redress  of  this  grievance  ?  why,  by.adis- 
iriution  of  parliament.  But  surely  a 
neater  absuroity  cannot  enter  the  most 
Sktempered  imaffination,  than  for  parlia- 
ment to  support  Uiis  charge,  and  concur  in 
this  remedy.  Nor  can  a  parliament  in- 
termeddle at  all  until  it  is  called  upon  in  a 
i^lar  and  constitutional  way.  For  my 
party  1  do  not  wish  to  evacte  an  enquiry 
concerning  the  causes  either  of  this  gen- 
tleman's cuscontent,  or  of  that  which  is 
called  the  discontent  of  the  people:  1 
wish  for  nothing  more  than  a  tree,  a  &ir, 
and  full  enquiry ;  that  either  the  causes 
of  this  discontent,  the  subjects  of  this 
florid  harangue  may  be  proved  to  be 
groundless  and  fallacious,  which  I  hope 
and  believe  will  be  the  case ;  or  that  if, 
contrary  to  my  apprehension,  they  should 
be  supported,  as  well  founded  and  real, 
the  House  may  concert  proper  means  of 
redress. 

The  question  concerning  the  Middlesex 
election,  is  too  important  to  be  hastily 
decided.  It  has  been  agitated  by  the 
greatest  lawyers,  the  most  skilful  legisla- 
tors, and  the  ablest  statesmen  of  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  it  is  still  undecided;  shall 
we  then,  precipitately  act  as  if  it  had  been 
decided,  and  determined  against  us  I  I  will 
not  follow  gentlemen,  who  have  hunted 
this  question  with  a  precipitation  that  has 
carried  them  out  of  the  chase,  but  I  must 
say  that  this  House  appears  to  me  always 
to  have  enjoyed  the  right  of  judging  of 
its  own  members ;  that  this  ri^ht  has 
never  been  before  disputed ;  that  it  is  but 
newly  discovered  that  a  power  to  put  out, 
does  not  imply  a  power  to  keep  out,  and 
that  a  qualified  person  when  elected 
^inst  an  unqualified  person,  ought  to  be 
refused  his  seat ;  for  these  reasons.  Sir,  I 
cannot,  without  the  fullest  conviction  from 
the  clearest  testimony  of  the  law,  concur 
in  any  measure  that  may^however  indi- 
rectly, impeach  the  conduct  of  this  House 
that  has  been  founded  upon  ancient  prin- 
ciples, and  on  uninterrupted  practice,  and 
therefore  am  against  the  Amendmeifts. 

The  Marquis  of  Granby  : 

Sir;  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  Obliged 
to  declare  myself  of  a  different  opinion 
from  that  worthy  officer,  but  I  cannot  see 
what  right  this  House  can  have  to  receive 
U)y  person  into  it  as  a  member,  except  by 


the  full  choice  of  his  constituents :  it  „ 
for  want  of  considering  the  nice  distinc- 
tion between  expulsion  and  incapacitation, 
that  1  gave  my  vote  for  the  sitting  of  a 
member  who  was  not  returned  in  the  last 
session  of  this  parliament :  that  vote  I 
shall  always  lament  as  the  greatest  mis- 
fortune or  my  life.  I  now  see  the  Middle- 
sex election  in  another  light ;  I  now  see, 
that  though  this  House  nas  an  unques- 
tionable and  long  established  right  to  ex* 
pel,  yet  that  a  right  to  incapacitate  is 
lodged  only  in  the  legislature  collectively. 
I  see  that  I  was  in  an  error,  and  1  am  not 
ashamed  to  make  this  public  declaration  of 
it,  and  give  my  vote  for  the  Amendment. 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton  : 

Sir ;  I  entirely  agree  with  the  hoD* 
gentleman  who  observed,  that  the  merits 
of  the  decision  which  has  been  complained 
of  in  one  branch  of  the  legislature,  and 
the  right  of  petitioning  his  Majesty  for  a 
dissolution  m  the  whole  legislative  power 
on  that  account,  are  ouestions  of  very 
high  concern,  and  sucn  as  cannot  with 

Propriety  be  entered  upon  at  this  time, 
lut  I  am  dearly  of  opinion,  that  a  day  ^ 
enquiry  should  be  appointed,  when  these 
questions  may  be  considered  with  the  s(^ 
lemnity  and  dehberation  which  they  re- 
quire ;  against  such  a  day  I  will  endeavour 
to  prepare  myself,  and  shall  be  happy  to 
lay  before  the  House  such  lights  as  my 

foor  abilities  may  enable  me  to  furnish, 
ana  myself  for  satisfymg  the  people,  and 
I  know  no  other  way  by  which  they  can 
be  satisfied  than  by  a  biU. 

Lord  North  : 

Sir ;  I  rise  up  to  do  my  part  at  this 
time  to  satisfy  the  members  of  tois  House, 
and  by  satisfying  them  to  satisfy  the 
people.  I  know  that  among  other  mean 
arts  which  shew  at  once  the  weakness  akid 
malice  of  opposition,  that  of  misrepre- 
senting words  spoken  in  this  House  is  not 
the  least.  Words  which  I  spoke  myself  in 
a  former  session,  have  been  made  ridicu- 
lous by  misrepresentation;  and  when 
what  was  thus  made  ridiculous  was 
laughed  at,  the  public  were  told  that  they 
laughed  at  me.  By  such  arts  Socrates 
himself  suffered,  and  from  what  he  could 
not  escape,  I  have  no  pretensions  to  be 
exempt :  but  I  think  myself  now  happy 
in  speaking  before  a  more  numerous  as- 
sembly than  has  been  present  at  the 
opening  of  any  other  session,  since  I  have 
had  the  honour  of  sitting  in  this  House, 
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because  the  more  that  hear  me*  thepoore 
vitneases  will  there  be  agunat  falahood 
and  detractioii :  I  see  abo  with  pleasure  a 
very  respectable  bodj  of  strangers,  from 
whose  caodeur  I  am  cenfideiit  of  a  pa- 
tient hearing,  and  a  fair  report.  The  si- 
tuation of  miniatry  is  always  critical,  and 
aometimee  is  more  open  to  censure,  merely 
by  lest  deserving  it.  Many  evils  which 
may  easily  be  prevented,  are  very  hard  to 
remove ;  if  by  early  (md  effectual  remedies 
they  are .  prevented,  it  will  be  pretended 
that  none  were  approaching;  if  their  re- 
ality is  too  sensiblV  felt  to  be  denied,  it 
will  be  pretended  that  the  remedy  was 
neglectect  till  it  could  not  be  effectually 
applied.  If  administration  had  disregarded 
the  first  notices  that  were  given  of  the 
dreadful  distemper  that  is  now  carrying 
eff  the  cattle  in  a  neighbouring  state,  bxm 
it  had  spread  into  this  country  for  want  of 
timely  means  to  prevent  it,  a  clamour 
would  have  been  raised  against  them,  and 
they  would  have  been  charged  with  a  most 
criminal  inattention  to  a  most  important 
concern.  Now  their  vigilance  afld  [pre- 
caution have  intercepted  the  mischief,  it  is 
pretended  that  no  such  distemper  existed, 
add  they  are  accused  of  forging  the  alarm, 
as  a  mere  pretence  for  unduly  extending 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown.  Thus,  a 
provident  attention  to  prevent  the  people 
nrom  wanting  food,  is  oistorted  into  a  plot 
to  deprive  them  of  their  liberty.  There 
is,  indeed,  some  difference. between  the 
charge  that  we  have  incurred,  and  that 
which  we  might  have  incurred  by  the 
other  alternative.  This  is  folse,  but  that 
would  have  been  true :  in  this  we  suffer 
alone,  in  that  the  public  would  have  suf- 
fered with  us;  we  hope  still  to  suffer 
alone,  and  though  every  step  is  watched, 
and  every  artifice  used  to  excite  public 
clamour  against  us,  we  shall  still  use  our 
utmost  endeavours  to  do  good  to  those 
that  **  hate  us,''  as  well  as  to  those  who  in 
ignorance  and  Innocence  **  despitefully 
use  us." 

Some  gentlemen  who  spoke  early  in 
this  debate,  mentioned,  among  other  sub- 
jects of  reproach  against  administration, 
what  they  were  pleased  to  call  the  deser- 
tion of  Corsica ;  there  was  a  time  when  I 
should  have  wondered  at  the  folly  and  the 
effirontery  of  such  an  insinuation,  but  of 
late  I  have  seen  so  many  instances  of  both, 
that  notwithstanding  every  man  who  now 
sits  in  this  assembly  knows,  that  the  par- 
liament left  nothine  for  ministry  to  deter- 
mine tMmceming  tiiat  island,  I  do  not 


wonder  to  hear  the  &te  of  it,  even  in  this 
assembly,  imputed  to  mmistry  as  their 
act,  and  made  a  chaige  of  treachery  or 
weakness  gainst  them.  You  well  kooir, 
Si«,  and  every  gentleman  present  well 
knows,  that  the  intention  Qi  the  Freoch 
to  annex  Corsica  to  their  dominions,  was 
laid  before  this  House,  that  in  this  House 
the  p^t  we  were  to  take  in  it  waa  debated, 
and  that  in  this  House  it  was  voted,  almost 
unanimously,  that  Corsica  was  not  an  ob- 
ject of  importance*  to  Great  Britain  suffi- 
ciently to  justify  goveroment  in  the  rkk 
of  a  war  to  preserve  its  independence.  If 
any  thing  could  aggravate  a  charge  so 
shsmieless,  so  delflierately  false  and  unjust, 
it  is  the  conduct  of  admintstmt«on  with  re- 
spect to  Corsica  after  its  fiite  had  been 
^ktermiaed  here.  Every  other  state,  Sir, 
recognised  to  France  the  justice  of  xhk 
acquisition,,  but  though  she  peremptorilj 
reqiured  the  same  of  Great  Britain,  the 
demand  was  traated  with  the  conteoipt  k 
deserved. 

This  fact  ako  aggravates  another  chai]ge 
against  administration  no  less  invidioas 
than  fidse,  that  they  haye  by  mean  sub- 
missions endeavoured  to  keep  off  a  war 
which  we  know  at  last  to  be  inevitable, 
which  we  have  encouraged  our  enemies  to 
undertake  by  timidity,  and  made  difiicuit 
to  be  sustained  by  oppression.  Thischarge, 
happily  for  the  accused,  was  urged  with  a 
pertinency  that  drew  out  an  answer  direct, 
full,  and  explicit,  an  answer  which,  wbea 
our  adversary  had  clamorously  demanded 
if  all  was  fair,  he  could  not  deny  to  be  a 
fiiir  answer. 

But  it  has  been  said,  that  the  measures 
of  the  present  ministry  have  been  so  arbi- 
trary and  com4>t,  that  they  have  alienated 
the  afiections  of  thirteen  millions  of  faith- 
ful subjects  from  an  amiable  sovereign, 
and  in  order  to  blacken  the  servants  of  the 
crown  a  treasonable  representation  is  given 
of  disloyalty  in  the  people,  who,  without 
excepting  a  single  individual,  are  repre- 
sented as  ripe  for  a  rebellion. 

[Here  colonel  Barr6  stood  up,  and  tak- 
ing the  allusion  to  himself,  denied  bis 
having  represented,  the  affisctions  of  thir- 
teen millions  as  alienated  from  their  Sote- 
reign.  Lord  North  insisted  upon  the 
charge,  and  appealed  to  the  House.  Co- 
lonel Barr4  urged  the  extravagance  of 
such  an  expression  as  a  proof  that  he  could 
not  have  made  use  of  it ;  he  said  thirteen 
millions  comprehended  all  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  and  he  could  not  mean  all,  si 
the  court  sycophants  he  had  in  his  eye, 
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must  have  ttnick  him  as  an  exception. 
The  dispute  whether  the  words  were  or 
irere  not  said  grew  warm ;  colonel  Barr^ 
persisted  in  denying  them,  and  asked  if 
iny  geDtleman  remembered  them,  or  had 
taken  them  down;  a  member  near  him 
explained  them,  and  another  repeated 
them,  exactly  as  from  his  notes.  Colonel 
Barre  then  retracted  his  appeal,  and  had 
igoin  recourse  to  his  own  assertions,  say- 
ng  his  ime  dixit  was  as  good  as  any 
nan's,  and  being  greatly  moved,  lord  North 
iropped  the  dispute  and  proceeded.] 

The  charge  of  alienating  the  affections 
)f  the  people  from  their  Sovereign  must 
come  with  a  very  ill  grace  from  the  leaders 
of  opposition,  who  are  incessantly  labour- 
log  to  persuade  tnem  that  he  does  not  de- 
serve their  affection,  by  speeches  and  writ- 
ings beyond  all  example  virulent  and  in- 
fl^matory;  firom  those  factious  spirits, 
the  only  genuine  mal-contents  in  the  king- 
dom, who  run  from  place  to  place,  collect 
a  crowd  together,  and  abuse  the  credulous 
people  by  abusine  alike  his  Majesty  and 
liis  ministers.  If  his  Majesty's  subjects 
are  disaffected^  those  trumpeters  of  sedi- 
tion have  produced  the  disaffection,  and 
it  is  nothing  more  than  the  effect  of  their 
artifices  that  the^  retort  as  a  refiroach 
apon  administration.  The  effect  is,  in- 
deed, much  less  than  they  have  contrived 
to  make  it  appear :  one  of  the  new  doc- 
trines with  wnich  they  have  farther  en- 
lightened this  enlightened  age,  is,  that  the 
right  of  electing  and  the  right  of  petition- 
Dg  are  not  personal  rights,  but  rights 
lonexed  to  their  freeholds,  evenr  several 
reehold  including  one.  But  though  it 
nay  be  true  that  the  possessor  of  ten  free- 
olds  may  have  ten  votes,  he  is  notwith- 
Landing  but  one  man,  and  though  he 
Eiay  repeat  his  opinion  in  ten  counties,  it 
n\\  still  be  but  one  opinion. 

But  not  to  insist  that  the  same  hand  is 
lever  set  to  many  petitions,  gentlemen 
lave  urged  the  number  of  petitions  them- 
lelves  as  a  proof  of  the  universality  of  dis- 
x>ntent,  but  neither  will  this  answer  their 
;>urpose;  that  there  should  be  in  every 
:ouDty,  some  persons,  or  that  there  should 
i>e  some  persons  who  have  freeholds  in 
every  county,  that  are  not  proof  against 
the  sophistry,  influence,  the  promises,  and 
the  threats  of  a  jealous  ana  restless  fac- 
tion, governed  by  persons  whose  rank  and 
fortune  makes  them  not  candidates  only 
for  places  of  the  highest  trust,  profit,  and 
honour,  but  clamorous  pretenders  to  a 
i^'ght  of  monopolizing,  the  King's  favour, 


could  not  surely  be  thought  strange^  under 
the  best  and  wisest  administration  that  the 
world  ever  saw,  or  during  the  most  gene* 
ral  satisfaction  and  confiaeace  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  it  cannot  therefore  with  any  shew  of 
reason  be  urged  as  a  proof  of  bad  mea- 
sures in  the  present  ministry,  or  a  conse- 
quent general  dissatisfaction.     It  is  well 
known  that  by  the  exertion  of  such  in- 
fluence and  such  activity  men  have  been 
induced  to  set  their  hands  to  petitions 
which  they  have  never  read,  and  give 
countenance  to   complaints  which  they 
never  heard:  but  government  is  neither 
to  be  deceived  nor  over-awed  by  artifices 
like  these.     The  servants  of  the  crown 
majr  at  least  be  supposed  to  perceive  fal- 
laaes  that  are  manifest  to  every  man  of 
conamon  sense  in  the  kingdom,  and  they 
owe  too  much  to  the  dignity  of  their  cImi- 
racter,  too  much  to  dieir  public  trust,  to 
suffer  every  blast  of  factious  breath  to 
drive  the  vessel  which  they  steer  from  her 
port.    They  are,  indeed,  threatened  with 
the  fury  of  the  multitude,  and  the  drunken 
ragamuffins  of  a  vociferous  mob  are  exalted 
into  equal  importance  with  men  of  tlie 
coolest  judgment,  the  best  morals,   and 
the   greatest   property  in   the  kingdom* 
My  worthy  friend  who  was  endeavouring 
to  represent  to  this  House  a  just  and  can- 
did state  of  the  different  tempers  and  pur- 
suits of  the  different  classes  of  men  among 
us,  was  abruptly  stopped  by  a  gentleman 
of  the  iaw,  who  a&cts  to  know  no  distinc- 
tions among   Englishmen  because  thejr 
have  common  rights.    I  have  as  high  a 
^ense  of  the  rights  of  Englishmen,  as  any 
gentleman  in  Uiis  House,  yet  I  can  never 
acquiesce  in  the  absurd  opinion  that  all 
men  are  equal,  nor  even  pretend  to  level 
all    distinction,  and  reduce  the  variouil 
classes  into  which  the  polity  of  civil  life 
has  divided  the  individuals  of  this  king- 
dom, to  a  state  of  nature,  ^for  the  sake  of 
flattering  my  own  vanity  by  a  little  popu- 
lar applause.    Were  words  that  have  been 
spoken  in  this  House  on  one  side,  noticed 
with  the  same  severity  as  words  spoken  on 
the  other ;  and  atonement  exacted  for  the 
gross  abuse  that  has  been  thrown  out 
agamst  the  first  characters  in  the  king- 
dom, and  the  first  stations  in  departments 
of  the  state,  with  the  same  spirit  iYoBi 
dictated  the  reprehension  of  a  very  hum- 
ble, thoueh  perhaps  unguarded  expression 
against  the  meanest  of  its  enemies,  some 
gentlemen  whom  I  have  now  in  ny  eye 
might  tremble -for  their  safety.     Many 
who  in  less  faeinoua  times  &ll  much  shoit 
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of  their  excess  have  slept  in  the  Tower. 
Hie  guil^  and  the  mean  are  ahravs  cruel 
and  vindictive,  if  the  ministiy  therefore 
were  the  corrupt  and  grovelling  thin^ 
which  Uiey  have  been  represented,  and  if 
the  members  of  this  House  were  ^iltj  of 
the  baseness  and  venality  with  which  they 
have  been  stigmatised^  thev  would  never 
have  been  insulted  with  impunity;  the 
flame  conscious  dignity  and  rectitude  that 
makes  slander  pointless,  makes  it  safe,  and 
though  just  reproach  may  stimulate  to  re- 
venge, groundless  calumny  excites  no  pas- 
aion  but  pity.  It  is  the  glory  of  the  pre- 
sent administration,  that  as  they  make 
DO  encroachments  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people,  they  will  suffer  none  upon  the 
powers  of  the  legislature.  This  House 
has  hitherto  possessed  the  sole  power  of 
judging  in  all  cases  respecting  tne  rights 
of  electing  its  own  members,  and  this 
power,  as  it  never  ought,  never  shall  be 
given  up,  till  it  is  proved  to  be  contrary 
to  law ;  it  has  not  yet  been  proved  con- 
trary to  law,  and  therefore  it  remains. 

As  I  would  not  let  any  thing  slip  by  me 
unnoticed  that  has  been  urged  m  this  day's 
debate,  I  must  observe,  that  admiuistration 
has  been  charged  with  inconsistency  of 
conduct  towards  the  people  of  America. 
The  charge  of  inconsbtency  can,  I  think, 
never  be  made  good  against  the  present 
administration,  except  the  acts  of  former 
administrations  are  imputed  to  them.    Is 
it  a  &ult  of  thiB  ministry,  that  their  pre- 
decessors did  wrong,  or  that  they  do  not 
continue  implicitly  to  do  the  same?     A 
people  who  were  well  enough  satisfied 
with  their  own  government,  and  who  sub- 
mitted without  complaint  to  ours,  have  in 
consequence  of  various  systems  of  various 
ministers  wrought  themselves  up  to  such 
a  pitch  of  opposition,  that  they  are  now 
impatient  of  all  government,  and  not  to 
be  satisfied  but  by  a  total  renunciation  of 
all  right  in  the  legislature  of  this  country 
to  lay  upon  them  any  taxes  for  the  support 
of  government.      Every  lenient  measure 
has  been  tried  to  brmg  them  to  a  sense 
of  their  duty,  and  with  the  most  refrac- 
tory, it  has  been  thought  necessary  to  use 
force. 

If  both  lenient  measures  and  force  have 
hitherto  failed  of  the  desired  effects,  is  ad- 
ministration to  be  blamed  ?  The  contest 
which  at  first  might  easily  have  been  end- 
ed, is  now  grown  serious.  It  is  now  for 
DO  less  than  sovereignty  on  one  side,  and 
independence  on  the  other.  WiH  any 
BUAister  dare  to  give  up  die  lovereignty  of 
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this  country  over  her  colonies?  Or  vlQ 
any  mmister  venture  to  declare  open  war 
but  upon  the  last  extremity,  to  maiaudn 
that  sovereignty  ?  AdmmistratioQ  have 
been  blamea  for  the  choice  they  have 
made  of  a  governor  to  bring  the  Americans 
again  to  acquiesce  in  the  system  of  British 
government,  but  in  chusing  a  man  of  lord 
Bottetourt's  known  moderation,  they  have 
pointed  out  to  all  America  how  much  thej 
wish  to  avoid  force,  while  any  other  meaitt 
remain.  If  what  I  have  now  said  is  not 
deemed  satisfactory,  I  am  ready  to  meet 
the  gentlemen  who  think  differently  upoo 
their  own  ground.  If  they  choose  to  ap- 
point a  day  for  further  enquiry,  1  diall 
want  no  preparation  to  answer  all  tbej 
have  to  all^e,  but  as  at  present  there 
seems  to  be  no  necessity  for  precipiutiiig 
matters,  I  am  for  no  amendment 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  : 

Sir ;  the  noble  lord  who  spc^elastt 
after  extending  his  right  leg  a  full  yard 
before  his  len^  rdling  his  flaming  eyes, 
and  moving  his  ponderous  frame,  has  at 
length  opened  his  mouth.    I  was  all  at- 
tention.   After  these  portents,  I  expected 
something  still  more  awfiil  and  tremeo- 
dous :   I  expected  that  the  Tower  would 
have  been  threatened  in  articulated  thun- 
der;  but  I  have  heard  only  a  feeble  re- 
monstrance against  violence  and  passion: 
when  I  expected  the  powers  of  destructloQ 
to  <*  cry  havoc,  and  let  slip  the  dogs  of 
war,'' an  overblown  bladder  has  burst,  aod 
nobody  has  been  hurt  by  thcl  crack.  Me- 
taphors nught  easily  be  multiplied  upoo 
this  occasion,  but    I   remember  ao  oM 
scholastic  aphorism,  that  beings  must  oo( 
be  multiplied  without  a  necessity.    The 
noble  lord  has  lamentably  bewailed  the 
mischie&  that  he  has  suffered  from  mean 
arts,  which  show  at  once  the  weakness  aod 
malice  of  his  opposers :   he  says,  that  bis 
words  have  been  misrepresented,  and  bii 
meaning  perverted :  and  I  am  indined  to 
believe  that,  if  anv  meaning  at  all  hasbeeo 
imputed  to  him,  the  first  part  of  the  charge 
may  be  true ;  his  own   words  have  no 
meaning,  and  therefore  their  meaning  can- 
not be  perverted :  if  words  have  been  iin* 
puted  to  him  that  have  a  meaning,  he  has 
certainly  suffered  wrong,  and  I  hope  tbit 
gentlemen  will  for  the  future,  be  tnort 
cautious  how  they  commit  such  ofieoces 
against   ministers  of   state.    I  have  tbii 
da^  watched  his  words  with  an  honest  so* 
licitude  to  catch  some  that  had  a  meao- 
ingy  but  the  ideas  they  conveyi  are  lil^ 
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those  of  a  dream  io  the  night,  all  incohe-    tion  of  their  discontent ;  the  others  deny 


fence  and  confusion. 

He  has  told  us,   Sir,  that  the  people 
kve  been  persuaded  there  are  grievances, 
by  writine,  meeting,  and  speaking ;  but  if 
it  is  a  fault  to  persuade  by  writing,  meet- 
ing,  and  speaking,  let  him  tell  us  what 
means  of  persuasion  more  eligible  he  has 
discoverea.     Writing,  and  meeting,  and 
ipeaking,  about  grievances,  do  not  make 
tfiem :  it  has,  indeed,  been  insinuated  that 
our  grievanc'ies  are    imaginary,    because 
they  are  such  as  the  peasants,  or  artificers 
of  Yorkshire  would  not  immediately  feel, 
nor  perhaps  discover  till  they  felL     But  if 
those  who   see  oppression  in  its  distant 
tliough  certain  approach,  if  those  who  see 
the  subversion  of  liberty  in  its  cause  are 
always  few,  does  it  follow  that  there  never 
are  approaches  to  oppression,  or  remote 
causes  of  the  subversion  of  liberty  ?  If  the 
kw  who  can  and  tlo  discover  effects  in 
their  causes  open  the  eyes  of  others,  if 
those  who  see  the  rights  of  election  invad- 
ed in  Middlesex,   acquaint  the  graziers 
and  clothiers   of  remote    counties   with 
their  interest  in  the  event  and  its  conse- 
quences, are  they,  for  that  reason,  leaders 
of  a  faction,   actuated   by  personal  and 
selfish  views  ?    If  when  all  wno  are  inte- 
rested see  their  danger  and  seek  redress, 
does  it  follow  that  they  implicitly  re-echo 
a  causeless  complaint  ?  Or  when  redress  is 
refused  them,  can  it  be  pretended  that 
they  are  well  affected  ? 

The  ministers  of  the  unhappy  Charier 
the  first  told  the  same  tales  that  are  told 
DOW,  and  practised  the  same  arts  of  delu- 
tioD.  Wnen  the  people  were  ready  to 
ear  the  crown  from  his  head,  they  per- 
uaded  him  that  he  wad  the  idol  of  tneir 
learts,  that  there  was  no  discontent  but 
mong  those  who  endeavoured  to  open  his 
jes ;  and  that  he  had  no  enemies,  but 
lose  who  endeavoured  to  remove  from 
IS  presence  those  who  were  bringing  him 
0  the  block.  He  was  soothed  with  this 
ifcal  fabhood  to  his  very  dying  hour,  and 
e  was  weak  enough  to  believe  even  upon 
be  scaffold,  that  his  affectionate  people- 
rould  not  let  him  suffer. 
But  some  of  our  ministerial  gentlemen 
isist,  that  there  are  no  grievances ;  others 
enture  to  deny  that  there  are  complaints, 
i'hose  who  .admit  that  there  are  com- 
laints,  but  deny  that  there  are  griev- 
nces,  say,  that  the  rabble,  the  base-bom, 
he  scum  of  the  earth,  are  always  discon- 
ented,  and  eagerlv  fasten  upon  any  thing 
hat  is  held  up  beu>re  them,  as  a  juatifica- 
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that  even  this  rabble,  this  scum  of  the 
earth  is  discontented ;  they  have  travelled 
the  country  through,  and  they  find  no  dis- 
content any  where :  both  representations 
cannot  be  true,  and  it  rests  with  these  im- 
maculate gentlemen  to  determine,  by 
which  they  will  abide.  It  matters,  indeed, 
not  much  what  they  pretend ;  it  is  mani- 
fest that  such  counsel  is  given  and  such 
measures  pursued,  as  cannot  fail  to  de- 
stroy that  confidence  and  harmony  which 
should  ever  subsist  between  a  prince  and 
his  people :  military  executions  have  beea 
wantonly  exercised  and  wickedly  counte- 
nanced ;  murders  have  been  abetted,  and 
murderers  protected,  encouraged  and  re- 
warded :  public  money  has  been  shame- 
fully squandered,  and  no  account  given  of 
millions  that  have  been  misapplied  to  the 
purposes  of  venality  and  corruption :  ob- 
solete and  vexatious  claims  of^  the  crown 
have  been  revived,  with  a  view  to  influ* 
ence  Ae  elections  of  members  to  sit  in  the 
House ;  the  majority  of  one  branch  of  the 
legislature  have  arrogantly  assumed  the 
power  of  the  whole,  and  daringly  super** 
seded  the  law  of  the  land  by  their  resolu- 
tions ;  the  humble  petitions  of  the  people 
to  their  gracious  sovereign  refused  and 
discountenanced.  The  same  baneful  in- 
fluence under  which  this  country  is  go- 
verned, is  extended  to  our  fellow  sufferers 
in  America;  the  constitutional  rights  of 
Englishmen  are  invaded,  and  money  raised 
upon  the  subject  without  his  consent! 
whole  legislative  assemblies  have  been  sus- 

E ended,  for  no  other  reason  than  their 
aving  assented  to  unalienable  rights  of 
their  constituents;  British  subjects  ia 
America  have  been  threatened  to  be  seiz- 
ed and  brought  to  England,  for  crimes 
supposed  to  have  been  committed  there  t 
menaces  have  been  used  to  intimidate  the 
legislature  of  our  provinces,  and  extort  a 
compliance  with  niinisterial  requisitions 
that  are  altogether  arbitrary  and  unjust : 
their  admirauty  courts  are  supported  in 
the  exercise  of  an  oppressive  power,  by 
which  the  property  oi  the  subject  is  put 
into  the  hands  of  officers,  who  are  inte- 
rested in  their  condemnation;  and  now 
let  me  ask  the  roost  hardy  of  the  minis- 
terial hirelings,  if  there  are  no  grievances. 
At  a  time.  Sir,  when  our  taxes  are 
higher  than  they  have  been  at  any  former 
period,  and  trade  every  where  declining, 
when  our  brethren  in  America  are  driven 
from  the  bosom  of  their  mother  country, 
to  the  arms  of  foreign  nations,  whom  tbair 
[3  A] 


7*3] 


10  GEORGE  IIL 


Ddtate  in  ike  Cammoni 


[724 


commerce  will  strengthea    and    enridiy 
when  in  every  part  of  our  dominions,  the 
'  best,  the  wisest,  and  the  most  moderate 
men  are  ready  to  forget  their  allegiance, 
these  hardened   profligates  sit  unmoved, 
and  would  gravely  persuade  us,  that  there 
are  neither  grievances,   discontents,  nor 
complaints !   While  the  vessel  of  state  ia 
beaten  by  a  storm  that  threatens  destruc- 
tion, they  are  neither  in  the  distress,  nor 
sensible  of  the  danger :   they  do  nothing 
either  fbr  those  who  trim  the  sails,  nor  for 
him  that  holds  the  helm,  but  stand,  like 
horned  cattle  in  the  hold,  torpid,  and  in- 
sensible to  all  the  horrors  that  surround 
them.     Are  these  the  men  that  are  se- 
lected to  carry  on  the  government  of  a 
treat  nation  ?  Look  round,  and  yon  will 
nd  them  all  of  a  class. 
Whom  have  they  selected  in  these  pe- 
rilous times  to  soothe  the  animosity,  and 
reconcile  the  differences  that  now  unhap- 
pily subsist  between  our  colonies  and  the 
mother  country?    I  need  not  name  the 
man;  every  body  knows  him  as  a  pro- 
jector, as  one  who  by  wild  and  chimerical 
schemes,  has  not  only  so  embarrassed  his 
own  ai&irs  as  to  render  his  stay  in  this 
country  impracticable,  but  brought  irre- 
trievable rum  upon  many  others.     These 
are  services  which  it  was  thought  proper 
to  reward ;  this  is  a  character  which  ad- 
ministration  determined  to  appropriate: 
the  self  banishment  of  this  fugitive,  there- 
fbre,  was  dignified  with   an   honourable 
commission,  and  he  that  could  no  longer 
live  in  his  own  country,  was  made  governor 
of  another ;  he  who  brought  his  own  af- 
fairs as  a  private  individual  into  irremedi- 
able confusion  is  sent  in  a  public  character 
to  superintend  those  of  a  numerous  and 
commercial  people.     My  worthy  friend, 
Sir,  obtained  leave  to  read  as  a  sample  of 
this  noble  lord's  abilities  to  executje  his 
trust,  part  of  his  speech  to  the  assembly 
of  Virginia,  I  hope  therefore  that  I  shall 
be  indulged  in  a  like  favour.    <<  It  adds 
greatly,"  says  the  house  of  burgesses  in 
Virginia,  <<  to  our  satisfiiction  and  confi- 
dence, to  hear  from  your  excellency,  that 
his  Majesty's  present  administration,  has 
at  no  time  entertained  a  design  of  pro* 
posing  to  parliament  the  laying  any  farther 
taxes  upon  America  for  the  purposes  of 
raising  a  reveque,  and  we  will  not  suffer  our 
present  hopes,  arising  from  the  pleasing 
prospect  your  lordship  has  so  kindly  opened 
and  displayed  to  us,  to  be  dashed  by  the 
bitter  reflection  that  any  future  adminis- 
stration  will  entertain  a  wish  to  depart 


from  the  plan  which  affiirds  the  smcerest 
and  most  permanent  foundation  of  puUic 
tranquillity  and  happiness:  no, mylord, 
we  are  sure  our  most  gracious  sovereigB, 
under  whatever  changes  may  happea  m 
his  confidential  servants,  wiU  remain  im. 
hiutable  in  the  ways  of  truth  and  justice, 
and  that  he  is  incapable  of  deceiving  hii 
&ithful  subjects;  and  we  esteem  your 
lordship's  information,  not  only  as  war- 
ranted but  even  sanctified  by  the  rojsl 
word."  In  answer  to  this  address,  sayi 
his  lordship,  "  Your  kind  and  a&ctiooate 
address  heightens  my  present,  and  fiOi  oe 
with  the  most  delightful  expectations  of 
my  fully  answering  the  purposes  of  my 
royal  master.  May  the  Almighty  secoie 
to  me  that  most  desirable  object,  by  direct- 
ing your  councils  for  the  advantage  and 
Srosperity  of  all  his  Majesty's  extensive 
ommions,  and  may  vou  continue  a  loyal, 
free,  and  happy  people,  until  timesluLllbe 
no  more !" 

It  is  said,  Su*,  that  the  children  of  this 
world  are  wiser  in  their  generation  than 
the  children  of  light ;  and  if  we  judge  of 
his  lordship  from  his  speech  upon  this 
principle,  I  think  we  must  certainly  cod' 
elude,  that  he  is  not  a  child  of  this  world: 
it  is  somewhat  unfortunate,  that  the  sane 
speech  furnishes  equal  evidence  that  be 
is  not  one  of  the  children  of  light.  The 
address  which  in  his  lorddiip's  opinion 
is  both  kind  and  affectionate,  seems  to 
have  at  least  as  much  of  the  subtUty  of  tb 
serpent,  as  the  mOkiness  of  the  dove:  it 
expresses  hope  and  confidence  in  amaootf 
that  imj^ies  fear  and  distrust :  his  lordship, 
however,  whether  by  his  simplicity  or  his 
prudence,  has  taken  it  literally ;  whit 
*  present'  it  was  that  this  address  height- 
ened,  cannot  easily  be  guessed,  perhaps 
he  might  mean  his  appointments,  a  pr^ 
sent  from  the  British  ministry  to  British 
merit 

But  whatever  sense  might  be  couched 
under  this  oracular  obscurity,  with  respect 
to  that  which  the  address  *  heightened, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  about  what  the  ad- 
dress <  filled,'  which  is  manifestly,  no  other 
than  his  lordship  himself;  what  it  filed 
him  with,  is  also  expressed  with  ff^ 
clearness,  elegance,  and  precision;  i^ 
filled  him  with  expectations  of  fully  an- 
swering the  purposes  of  his  royal  niaster, 
which  must,  asnesajrs,  be  delightful  e^' 
pectations.  Devotion  has  unfortunatdy 
been  the  common  veil  of  pernicious  de* 
signs,  and  I  am  soriy  to  say,  that  bis  lofd- 
ship's  condusipn  of  this  speech  with  i* 
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ejaculation,  sm  a  pftnon  does  hU  sennon^ 
put  me  in  mmd  of  the  wag  in  the  plaj, 
who  follows  an  honest  gentleman  with 
**  God  bless  and  preserve  your  honour's 
worship,''  while  he  is  slilv  pickias  hb 
pocket.    I  hope  his  excellency  will  for- 
give me,  but  I  shrewdly  suspect  that  he 
had  it  in  commission  to  make  his  Ame- 
rican brethren  skives,  while  he  was  thus 
dcroutly  prayine  that  they  might  be  ibr 
ever  free,    i  shall  not  now  enquire  into 
the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  tax  her  co- 
lonies,  **  all  that  is  lawful  is  not  expe- 
dient,'' and,  I  believe  the  inexpediency 
of  taxing  our  ccdonies,  even  supposing  it 
to  be  lawful,  is  now  evident  to  everv  man 
in  this  kingdom.    If  by  the  same  fofly  and 
infatuation  which  produced  the  mischief 
at  first,  it  is  now  rendered  irremediable, 
the  grievance  is  not  certainly   the  less, 
but  the   greater.     It  would  be  easy  to 
fihcvir  that  the  tax  upon  America  would 
have  been  inadequate  to  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  imposed,  if  every  shilling  of 
it  had  been  levied;  and  the  experiment 
has  abundantly  convinced  us  that  this  na- 
tion has  lost,  still  loses,  and  must  continue 
to  lose  a  much  greater  annual  sum  than  it 
rould  have  amounted  to  by  the  non-ex- 
portation  of  goods  that  have  already  paid 
I  duty  for  the  purposes  of  a  revenue  to 
KIT  colonies  in    America,    which  would 
otherwise  have  been  consumed  there. 

The  benefit  of  those  that  are  governed 
I  the  ultimate  end  of  all  government,  and 
lot  any  supposed  dignity  of  the  govern- 
Dg  power.  It  is  very  easy  to  discover 
rhiat  measures  would  now  tend  most  to  the 
;eneral  advantage  both  of  the  colonies  and 
be  mother  country :  and  there  can  be  no 
loubt  but  that  these  measures  ought  to 
«  pursued,  whatever  mortification  may 
nsae  to  the  trustees  of  public  power,  who 
ither  weakly  or  wickeolv  have  betrayed 
h&r  charge.  If  the  nght  of  taixation 
liould  be  waved,  not  to  say  given  up, 
^re  is  no  reasonable  pretence  that  the 
olonies  will  shake  off  their  dependance  : 
ley  will,  even  in  that  case,  depend,  at 
iast  in  their  own  estimation,  upon  British 
ffvemment,  as  much  as  any  British  sub- 
let on  this  side  the  water,  and  all  thev 
Mitend  for  is,  that  this  dependance  shall 
Dt  be  more.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
lit  that  our  colonies  think  diev  do  right 
1  those  very  particulars  in  which  we  af- 
ct  to  think  tne^  do  wrong ;  they  think 
ley  are  strumling  for  that  liberty  which 
e  enjoy,  wfile  we  charge  diem  with  an 
tempt  to  shidce  off  the  government  to 


which  we  submit.  The  question  is,  in  itself, 
doub^il ;  if  that  may  be  said  to  be  doubt- 
fiil,  about  which  some  of  the  wisest  and  ' 
best  men  in  the  kingdom,  have  formed 
opposite  opinions ;  the  consequences  of  re- 
mitting the  duties  are  well  known,  as  well 
as  the  consequences  of  continuing  them ; 
and  I  leave  every  disinterested  and  dis- 
passionate man  in  the  kingdom,  to  de- 
termine which  is  most  eligible. 

Our  grievances,  Sir,  are  indisputable^ 
they  are  known  to  all  Europe ;  and  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe  are  upon  us  this  day, 
expecting  tEat  they  should  not  have  been 
passed  over  in  silence:  they  have  en- 
eaeed  their  conversation,  as  well  as  our 
fedings,  and  when  this  hour  of  expected 
redress  is  at  last  arrived,  how  are  we  dis- 
appointed! how  are  we  mortified !  Instei^d 
of  being  regarded  as  persons  capable  of 
redressing  public  grievances,  or  guardians 
of  the  liberties  of  our  electors,  we  are 
only  recommended  to  suppress  an  infection 
now  raging  among  the  horned  cattle,  as  if 
the  members  of  this  hon.  House  possessed 
only  the  qualification  of  cow  doctors. 

How  shall  we  account  for  this  strange 
proceeding  ?  Cannot  we  perceive  that  this 
16  the  echo  of' a  venal  administration,  who 
are  at  once  daring  and  feeble,  and  who 
being  practised  in  corruption,  have  fitted 
themselves  for  the  worst  purposes ;  who 
have  been  so  hackneyed  in  all  that  is 
wicked  and  mean,  that  they  have  lost  all 
sense  both  of  virtue  and  honour,  and  are 
reduced  to  the  last  alternative,  an  impu- 
dent  perseverance  ? 

Lord  Barrington  defended  the  charac- 
ter of  lord  Botetourt,  and  concluded  with 
saying,  that  he  had  not  one  enemy  in 
America. 

r 

Mr.  George  GreimUe  spoke  in  fiivour  of 
the  Amendment. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Dunning  also 
spoke  for,  and  voted  with,  the  minority. 

Sir  William  Meredith  observed,  that 
one  part  of  the  Address,  namely,  thanking 
the  King  for  his  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  House,  would  be  construed' 
without  doors,  that  the  King  approved 
the  Resolutions  of  the  House  in  respect  to 
the  Middlesex  Election;  whereas  every 
endeavour  should  be  used  to  keep  him 
from  being  a  party  in  the  present  disputes. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  *  observed,  that  firom 

*  This  is  the  first  recorded  parlismeDtary 
ly  of  the  bonoaraMe  Charles  James  Fox. 
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the  licence  gentlemen  had  taken  in  their 
language  that  day,  it  seemed  as  if  the  old 
decent  freedom  of  debate  was  at  an  end,- 
and  they  were  endeavouring  to  establish 
new  forms:  the  expression  in  the  Ad* 
dress  did  not  allude  to  any  particular 
measure  of  parliament,  nor  to  every  mea- 
sure, as  no  one  could  suppose  his  Majesty 
approved  of  every  resolution  takenby  tlie 
House,  but  only  of  the  general  tenor  of 
their  actions. 

Mr.  Burke t  in  answer,  said,  that  it 
was  not  what  the  House  meant,  but  how 
the  people  without  doors  would  take  it; 
however,  he  was  very  glad  to  hear  that 
the  House  meant  nothing  by  their  Ad- 
dress. 

At  length  the  House  divided  on  the 
proposed  Amendment :,  Ayes  1 38-— Noes 
254. 


List  of  the 

Abdy,  sir  Anthony 
AUeo,  Benjamin 
Aitley,  sir  Edward 
Aubrey,  John 
Baker,  William 
Barr^,  Isaac 
Barrow,  Charles 
Beauclerc,  Aubrey 
Bellasyse,  lord 
Bertie,  captain 
Betbell,  HH^b 
Blacketr,  sir  Walter 
Boulton,  H.  Crab 
Brett,  sir  Piercy 
Brickdale,  Matthew 
Bulier,  John,  Jan. 
Burke,  Edmund 
Burke,  William 
^yng»  George 
Calcraft,  J. 
Calcraft,  T. 
Calvert,  N. 
Carnac,  J. 
Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Cavendish,  lord  F. 
Cavendish,  lord  J. 
Cavendish,  H. 
Cholmondely,  N. 
Clarke,  Godfrey 
,  Clavering',  sir  Tho. 
Clayton,  sir  Robert 
Clive,  Georg'e 
Coflringtou,  sir  W. 
Oolebroke,  sir  Geo. 
Cornwall,  Ch.  W. 
Coxe,  R.  H. 
Crosby,  Brass 
Coventry,  Thomas 
Darner,  J.  jun. 
Darner,  George 
Davers,  sir  Charles 


Minority, 

Dawkins,  H. 
Dempster,  George 
Delaval,  Geon^^e 
Dowdeswell,  Wm. 
Downe,  lord 
Donegal,  lord 
Dunning,  J. 
Fitzmaurice,  T. 
Fletcher,  sir  Robert 
Fletcher,  H. 
Foley,  Thomas,  jun. 
Fuller,  Richard 
Glynn,  Serjeant 
Goddard,  W. 
Granby,  marquis  of 
Gregory,  J. 
Grenville,  George 
Grenville,  H. 
Grey,  Bo«rth 
Grimn,  sir  J. 
Grosvenor,  Thomas 
Hampden,  Thomas 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Hamilton,  W.  G. 
Harbord,  Harbord 
Hav,  Thomas 
Hobart,  George 
Honey  wood,  gen. 
Hotham,  B. 
Howard,  Thomas 
Hassey,  William 
Hunt,  Ge6rge 
Irwin,  general 
Xeppcl,  admiral 
Keppel,  general 
Lad  broke,  sir  Rob. 
Laroclie,  J. 
Lascelles,  Daniel 
Lascelles,  Edward 
Ludlow,  lord 
Luther,  J. 


Manners,  Geoige 
Martin,  Joseph 
Manger,  J. 
Hawoey,  sir  Joseph 
Meredith,  sir  Wm. 
Mills,  Richard 
Moleswortb,  sir  J. 
Molyneux,  T.  More 
Musgrave,  George 
Norris,  J. 
Parker,  J. 
Pennant,  R. 
Phipps,  captain 
Pitt,  Thomas 
Plnmer,  Wm. 
Popham,  Edward 
Popham,  Alex. 
Price,  Chase 
Pownall,  Thomas 
Ratcliffe,  J. 
Rushoot,  J. 
Sackville,  lord  Geo. 
St.  Aubin,  sir  J. 
St.  Leger,  A. 
Salt,  S. 

Saville,  sir  George 
Saunders,  sir  Cb. 
Sawbridge,  J. 
Scawen,  J. 
Scrope,  T« 


ScudaiMire,  J . 
Seymour,  H. 
Skipwith,  T.  G. 
Smith,  J. 
Stander,  Frederic 
Strachey,  H. 
Thomood,  lord 
Thornton,  T. 
Townteod,  bon.T. 
Townshend,  T.jwi. 
Townsbeod,  Jamei 
Treootbick,  B. 
Turner,  Charles 
Van  Neck,  G.  W. 
Verncy,  k>td 
Walsh,  J. 
Walsineham,  B. 
Waller,^  R. 
tV  alter,  John 
Wedddl,  Wm. 
West,  J. 
Whatelcy,  T. 
Whitworth,  R. 
Wray,  sir  Cecil 
Willoughby,  T. 
Yorke,  John 

Tellers. 
ViooeDt,sir  Fnocis 
Montagn,  Fred. 


The  Commons^  Address  of  Mflwb] 
The  Address  was  as  follows : 

<'  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 
*<  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  md 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Greit 
Britain  in  parliament  assembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majesty  our  humble  thaob 
for  your  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne. 

*^  We  cannot  but  look  upon  it  as  a  very 
serious  misfortune,  that,  notwithstandiog 
every  precaution  which  could  be  used  for 
preventing  the  communicattoiv  of  the  in- 
fectious disorder  amone  the  homed  cattk 
from  foreign  parts,  &at  most  alannin^ 
distemper  appears  to  have  a^n  broke 
out  in  some  parts  of  the  kingdom:  atthf 
same  time,  we  are  truly  sensible  of  youi 
Majesty's  patemid  care  and  vigilance  fa 
the  security  of  your  people,  in  havioi 
given  the  earliest  directions  for  every  met 
sure  to  be  pursued,  that  might  be  mos 
likely  to  give  an  immediate  dieck  to  th( 
first  spreading  of  the  infection ;  and  w 
will  not  fiul  to  take  this  moat  importan 
matter  into  our  immediate  consideratioo 
and  to  make  such  provisions  as  shall  ap 
pear  best  calculated  to  carry  into  effectm 
and  complete  execution  your  Majestj* 
salutarv  intentions;  and  thereby,  as  ia> 
as  by  human  means  can  be  aecomplisii^ 
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to  guard  against  the  danger  of  of  so  great 
a  calamity  becoming  genera]. 

*<  Your  faithful  Commona  have  too  just 
a  sense  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  feel 
with  your  Majesty  too  tender  a  concern 
for  the  ease  of  their  fellow  subjects,  not  to 
rejoice  at  the  prospect  which  the  assur* 
aaces  given  by  the  other  great  powers  of 
Europe  afford  to  your  Majesty,  that  the 
present  disturbances  will  not  extend  to  any 
part  where  the  security,  honour,  or  inte- 
rest of  this  nation  may  make  it  necessary 
for  your  Majesty^  to  become  a  party.  "We 
bave  the  fullest  confidence  that  your  Ma- 
jesty will  neyer  be  unmindful  of  tliose  im- 
portant objects;  and  we  observe,  with 
great  satisfaction,  your  Majesty's  wise 
attention  to  the  general  interests  of  £u- 
rone,  in  your  determination  not  to  aclcnow- 
ledi^  any  claims  of  any  of  the  other 
poncrs  of  Europe,  contrary  to  the  limita- 
tions of  the  late  treaties  of  peace. 

'*  We  sincerely  lament,  that  your  Ma« 
jesty's  endeavours  to  bring  back  your  sub- 
jects in  America  to  a  just  sense  of  their 
duty  bave  hitherto  proved  so  little  suc- 
cessful. The  state  of  your  Majesty's 
gOTomment  there  does  undoubtedly  well 
deserve  the  serious  fittention  of  parlla- 
ment ;  and  no  endeavours  shall  be  wanting 
on  our  part,  to  make  effectual  provisions 
sgaiost  the  unwarrantable  measures  carried 
<m  in  some  of  jour  Majesty's  colonies, 
which  are  so  irreconcilable  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  commercial  subserviency  to  the 
ioterest  of  the  mother  country  that  ought 
to  prevail  in  colonies,  and  which,. by  at- 
tempting to  subject  the  highest  legal  au- 
thority to  the  controul  of  individuals,  tend 
to  subvert  tlie  foundation  of  all  govern- 
ment. 

*'  Your  Alajesty  may  be  assured  that 
ve  will,  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness  and 
'^patch,  grant  the  necessary  supplies  for 
Ae  service  of  the  current  year. 

'<  We  acknowledge  with  the  warmest 
^titude,  that  the  welfare  of  these  king- 
ferns  has  been  the  constant  object  of  your 
Majesty's  wishes,  and  the  unvaried  rule  of 
[our  actions.  Permit  us.  Sir,  at  the  same 
ime,  to  offer  to  your  Majesty  our  most 
iutiful  thanks,  for  the  favourable  opinion 
rhich  your  Majesty  is  pleased  to  entertain 
if  the  conduct  of  your  parliament ;  and 
0  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will 
teadily  perseverve  in  such  principles  as 
I'e  most  agreeable  to  the  true  spirit  of 
bis  free  constitution,  and  invariably  pur- 
ue  such  measures  as  are  most  conducive 
0  the  real  happiness,  of  the  people. 


[730 

**  Earnestly  desirous  of  justifying  to  all 
the  world  your  Majesty's  gracious  decla- 
ration  of  your  confidence  in  us,  we  will 
make  it  our  study  to  avoid  all  heats  and 
animosities,  and  to  cultivate  that  harmony 
amongst  ourselves,  which,  we  are  truly 
sensible,  is  at  this  time  peculiarly  necea^ 
<&ry,  to  give  weight  to  our  deliTOrations, 
to  establish  the  prosperitVi  and  to  main- 
tain in  its  true  lustre,  the  reputation  of 
this  country. 

**  And  while  we  on  our  part  are  faith« 
fully  executing  the  trust  reposed  in  us, 
by  endeavouring  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power  to  promote  these  good  ends,  we 
trust  that  all  who  live  under  this  happy 
constitution  will  be  convinced  how  indis- 
pensably it  is  their  duty  to  pay  that  obe* 
dience  to  the  laws,  and  just  reverence  to 
lawful  authority,  by  which  alone  their 
own  rights  can  be  preserved,  and  the  dis« 
tinguished  blessines  which  they  enjoy 
above  all  other  nations  be  rendered  secure 
and  permanent." 

The  King^s  An»ver,2    His  Majesty  re* 
turned  this  Answer : 
**  Gentlemen, 

**  I  return  you  my  sincere  thanks,  for 
your  loyal  and  dutiful  Address,  i  see 
with  great  pleasure,  the  continuance  of 
that  zeal  and  public  spirit,  which  I  have 
always  experienced  from  my  faithful  Com- 
mons, in  the  assurances  you  give  me  of 
paying  an  early  attention  to  the  important 
objects  recommended  to  vour  considera- 
tion. My  interests  and  those  of  my  peo- 
ple must  ever  be  the  same ;  and,  in  pur- 
suing such  measures  as  are  most  conducive 
to  their  real  happiness,  you  will  give  to 
me  the  truest  and  most  acceptable  testi- 
mony of  your  attachment  to  my  person 
and  government." 

Protest  against  a  Motion  for  an  Ad* 
joummenL']  January  15.  The  Marquis 
of  Rockingham  gave  notice  that  he  had  a 
motion  of  great  importance  to  make,  and 
moved,  <<  That  all  the  Lords  be  sum- 
moned on  the  17th  instant."  Upon 
which,  lord  Weymouth  moved  to  adjourn 
to  the  22nd.  Upon  which  a  debate  arose ; 
and  on  a  division,  the  adjournment  was 
carried : 

<<  Dissentient.' 

<<  1.  Because  the  noble  lord,  who  moved 
the  House,  on  Monday  last,  that  the  Lords 
should  be  summoned  for  Wednesday,  had 
declared  in  his  speech,  that  he  meant,  on 
that  day,  to  make  a  motion,  which,  m  its 
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ooDsequenceSy  would  aflbrd  the  opportu- 
nity of  bringing  under  coosideration  of 
the  House,  many  matters  of  the  most  es- 
aential  concern  to  the  happbess  of  this 
country ;  md  we  think  that  this  House 
ought  not,  at  any  time,  to  refuse  the  re- 

3uest  of  a  peer,  who  desires  that  the 
louse  may  be  summoned  upon  a  motion 
which  he  promises  to  make,  and  which  he 
declares  to  be  of  importance.  And  we 
are  the  better  warranted  in  this  opinioD, 
as  we  apprehend  that,  in  fact,  there  are 
]io  instances  of  the  House  rejecting  a  mo- 
tion fpr  the  Lords  to  be  summoned. 

**  2*  Because  several  lords  in  adminis* 
tration,  being  sensible  of  the  indecency 
and  novelty  of  directly  rejecting  such  a 
motion,  chose  to  get  it  rejected  indirectly, 
by  that  parliamentary  management  of 
moving  to  adjourn  to  a  long  day;  and  we 
conceive  such  an  artful  conduct  unworthy 
of  a  House  of  Parliament  at  anv  conjunc- 
ture ;  but  to  be  particularly  so  m  the  pre* 
sent  moment,  when  his  Mi^esty,  in  his 
Speech,  has  recommended  several  matters 
or  the  most  serious  nature  to  our  imme- 
diate consideration,  and  when  the  universal 
discontent  of  the  nation  (on  account  of 
certain  arbitrary  and  Ulegal  proceedings, 
whereby  their  most  valuable  rights  are 
■ubverted)  threatens  some  near  and  dan- 
gerous crisis* 

**  In  this  moment,  and  when  the  House 
has  not  sat  one  day,  to  do  any  other  busi- 
Bess  tlian  sending  a  complimentary  address 
to  the  crown,  when  it  had  already  ad- 
journed for  almost  one  week,  to  adjourn 
for  another,  will,  #e  conceive,  tend  to 
damp  the  hopes  of  that  relief  for  which  the 
people  do,  and  ought,  in  their  present  si- 
tuation, to  look  up  to  this  House ;  as  it  in- 
dicates an  unwillingness  to  enter  upon 
matters  of  the  highest  importance  to  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  the  kmgdom ;  affords 
a  bad  prognostic  of  the  protection  which 
this  House  owes  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  subject,  and  shews,  that  we  are 
more  attentive  to  the  conveniences  of  ad- 
ministration than  to  the  real  grievances  of 
the  people. 

**  S.  Because,  although  no  reason  was 
alledged  for  this  uncommon  proceeding, 
one  was  hinted  at  of  an  extraordinary 
nature  indeed,  whereby  we  were  made  to 
understand  that  this  delay  of  a  week  was 
necessary  for  administration  to  settle  ar- 
nmgements  relative  to  an  office  which 
was  so  closely  connected  with  this  House, 
that  it  could  not  sit  without  the  officer. 

<*  It  is  difficult  for  us  to  give  oar  senti- 


ments upon  a  matter  which  the  lord 
mentioned  it,  though  cdled  upon,  red, 
to  explain.    But  when  we  reflect  thati 
hint  came  from  a  noble  lord  in  high 
confidential  office,  we  think  it  could 
alluded  only  to  the  removal  of  the 
High  Chancellor  of  England,  the  Spc: 

of  this  House  ;*   and  when  we  rec  '] 

^"~™^~     ■■■III     ,1     I    I      ..III    ,        . 

*  **  The  seal  was  taken  from  lord  Cat 
and  offered  to  Mr.  Yorke,  who  bad  twice 
the  office  of  Attorney  General  with  the  grt 
reputation  for  talents  and  integrity*    Tl 
settled  state  of  parties,  and  the  gloomy 
plexioD  of  affairs,  natorally  occasioned  hi 
feel  conaiderable  reluctance  at  imdertakici 
high  office  to  which  he  was  called,  at  tl 
ticular  time.    Nothing  probably  could 
ofercome  bis   repugnance,  but  the 
manner  in  which  his  acceptance  of  the  i 
seal  was  pressed  upon  him,  by  the  King] 
self,  as  DHMt  essential  to  his  service. 
urged,  Mr.  Yorke  determined   to  obej 
commands  of  bis  Sovereign,  without 
sionary  conditions  of  stipulations.    He 
immediately  raised  to  the  peerage  by  the  I 
of  baron  Morden,  of  Hordeu  in  CamH 
shire,  an  honour  he  did  not  live  to  poi 
the  patent  was  not  completed  before 
which  occurred  three  days  after  he  had  i 
the  great  seal. 

"  Mr.  Charles  Yorke,  second  son  of 
first  earl  of  Hardwicke,  was  born  in  1793,] 
had  studied  the  laws  and  constitutioo 
eountry,  and  their  application  to  the  scieoctl 
politics,  in  the  best  school  of  the  age ;  be  r^ 
no  less  eminent  at  the  bar  than  in  the  m 
tion  of  the  most  enlightened  statesmeiL 
exienaiTe  literary  acquirements,  bb  gretta^l 
ties,  and  the  integrity  of  his  character,  vtf 
well  known  and  oniveraally  respected.  H 
was  appointetl  solicitor  general  in  1756,  a 
while  he  held  the  important  office  of^ 
torney  general,  was  deservedly  high  io  tb 
oonfidenoe  of  the  administration,  and  nt  h 
country .  R is  probable  elevation  io  the  di^ 
of  chancellor  had  been  ionff  contemplated  wil 
hope  and  expectation  by  the  public,  and  on 
sequently  his  death  was  considered  highly  pr 
judicial  to  the  interests  of  the  natioo,  m,  b 
he  lived,  a  more  firm  and  comprehensive  sj 
tem  of  administration  might  have  beeo  fontf 
and  more  conciliatory  measures  adopted  t 
ward  the  American  colonies. 

"  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Yoike,  the  r* 
aeal  was  offered  to  air  Eanlley  Wilmot,  tod 
lord  Mansfield,  but  both  declming,  it  »» P 
in  commission,  and  lord  Mansfield  was  i 
pointed  speaker  of  the  Houae  of  Lords  till  ^ 
shoulfl  be  another  chancellor. 

'*  The  removal  of  lord  Camden  was  follow 
by  several  resijpnations ;  the  marquis  of  Grant 
gave  up  all  his  places  except  the  r^mcpt 
blues ;  the  duke  of  Beaufort  vacated  bis  stut 
tion  of  master  of  the  horse  to  the  QoeM ;  u 
duke  of  Manchester  and  the  eari  of  Connti 
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,  I  part,  80  honoiiratde  to  hinuelfy  bat 
haps  60   offiemsive  to    administration^ 
j^^h  that  noble  lord  had  taken  the  first 
i^  of  this  session,  we  cannot  but  be  ap- 
'knsive  that  there  may  be  some  evil 
!;  iisellor  hardy  enough  to  attempt  pu- 
v^  Tneots  for  freedom  of  debate  in  parlia- 
^-t,  and  to  dare  advise  his  Majesty  to 
^  fy':  from  his  office  a  peer  of  this  House 
I  ,|e  head  of  the  law  for  his  vote  in  par- 
v«Dt      (Signed)      Richmond,  Scar- 
L..    borough,    Fortescue,  Fitzwilliamy 
Manchester,    Rockingham,    Port- 
land,  Wycombe,    Temple,  Albe- 
marle, Bolton." 

;  %nm  of  the  SpeaJ^^  Sir.  John  Cud."] 

l^jviry  17.     Mr.  Hatsell,  the  Clerk,  in- 

^'jted  the  Hou^e,  that  Mr.  Speaker  was 

ID  ill,  and  so  much  out  of  order  that  it 

I  impossible  for  him  to  attend  the  ser- 

I  of  the  House  :  that  Mr.  Speaker  had 

I  for  him  into  his  bed-chamber  about  an 

t  ago,  and  desired  him  to  express,  in 

most  grateful  terms,  his  dutiful  ac- 

wledgement  to  the    House,    of   the 

•t  kindness  they  had  always  shewn 

1,  and  the  assistance  they  had  given 

1  in  the  execution  of  his  office :     that 

was  extremely  sorry  that  the  public 

Iness  should  meet  with  any  delay  upon 

account,  but  that  he  found  himself  so' 

Jill,  and  the  nature  of  his  complaint 
,  as  to  m^e  it  impossible  for  him  to 
ftrtain  when  he  should  be  again  able  to 
tod  his  duty :  that  he  therefore,  with 
M  concern,  must  intreat  the  House  to 
cuse  him  at  present  from  any  further 
Aadance  on  their  service  :  that  Mr. 
taker  would  have  written  a  letter  to 
fe  made  his  excuses  to  the  House,  but 
a  unable,  from  the  state  of  weakness  he 
ti  in :  that  he  therefore  repeatedly  de- 
^  the  Clerk  to  express  his  dutiful  thanks 
the  House  for  their  kind  acceptance  of 
I  former  services,  nnd  his  great  concern 
at  his  state  of  heal^  should  be  the  cause 
the  least  interruption  to  the  business  of 
e  public. 

;  After  the  delivery  of  the  said  message, 
id  before  any  member  spoke,  the  mace 
M  brought  into  the  House  by  the  Ser- 
Bnt,  and  laid  under  the  table. 

(MuDced  their  posts  as  lords  of  the  bedcham- 
f ;  the  earl  of  Huotingdoo  his  place  of  groom 
the  stole ;  and  Mr.  James  Grenville  his  office 
<MMi  of  the  vice -treasurers  of  Ireland.  Mr. 
unoing,  the  solicitor  geoeral,  also  resif^--'  '* 
dolphos. 


Lord  North  then  acquainted  the  House^ 
that  there  had  been  no  opportunity  of  in- 
forming his  Majesty  or  Mr.  Speaker's 
illness ;  and  therefore  moved  to  adjoura 
till  Monday. 

After  a  short  debate,  whether  the 
House  should  adjourn  to  Monday  or  only 
to  Friday  next,  the  Clerk  (to  whom  vSx 
that  spoke  directed  themselves,  according 
to  former  practice)  by  order  of  the  House, 
put  the  question  for  adjourning  till  Mon« 
day. 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton  choeen  Speaker.! 
January  22.*  Mr.  Serjeant  came,  ana 
brought  the  mace,  and  laid  it  under  the 
table. 

Then  Lord  Barrington  (addressing 
himself  to  the  Clerk,  who,  standing  up, 
pointed  to  him,  and  then  sat  down)  spake 
as  followeth : 

Mr.  Hatsell ; 

I  am  commanded  by  the  King  to  inform 
this  House,  that  sir  John  Cust  hath  sent 
him  word,  that  he  is  prevented  by  indis* 
position  attending  the  service  of  the 
House  as  Speaker ;  and  I  am  further 
commanded  by  his  Majesty  to  say,  that  in 
order  that  there  mav  be  no  delay  in  public 
business,  he  gives  leave  to  this  House  to 
proceed  to  the  Choice  of  a  new  Speaker. 

After  the  delivery  of  which  Message  to 
the  House, 

Lord  North  stood  up,  and  addressing 
himself  in  like  maimer  to  the  Clerk,  said  :f 

Mr.  Hatsell ; 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  see  that  Chair 

empty,  without  regretting  the  loss  of  our 

late  member,  whp  so  worthily  filled  it.^ 

Not  to  praise  the  virtues  of  the  dead  is  to 

*  Sir  John  Cost  died  on  the  moroing  of  this 
day. 

\  From  the  Gentleman's  Magazine.  The 
Speeches  upon  sir  Fletcher  Nortop  being  chosen 
Speaker  have  not  been  preserved  in  the  Jour- 
nals. 

X  Mr.  Edward  Moore,  one  of  the  gentlemen 
appointed  to  compile  the  General  Index  to  the 
JournsJs  of  the  House  of  Commons,  pays  the 
following  affectionate  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
sir  John  Cust : 

"  Having  mentioned  sir  John  Cost,  as  one 
of  these  distingnisbed  Speakers,  I  cannot  but 
lament  my  inability  to  do  iustioe  to  bis  rsspee- 
table  character.  I  should,  indeed,  be  able  to 
do  that  justice,  if  I  coold  relate,  with  accuracy, 
what  lord  North  said  of  him,  with  eooal  elo<- 
qnence  aad  truth,  when  he  proposed  bis  sao« 
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neglect  our  duty  to  the  living ;  it  is  to 
with-hold  from  them  the  noblest  and 
strongest  incitements  to  public  and  private 
merits  the  hope  of  being  remembered  with 
honour,  and  producing  virtue  in  others, 
not  only  by  their  example,  but  their  fame. 
Our  late  Speaker  was  in  every  respect 
qualified  for  his  high  office:  he  had  a 
ininute  and  habitual  knowledge  of  all  the 
forms  and  rules  by  which  the  proceedings 
in  Uiis  House  are  regulated,  and  in  the 
preserving  and  enforcing  of  which  a  con- 
siderable part  of  his  office  consisted :  he 
attended  our  deliberations  with  the  utmost 
punctuality,  and  applied  to  public  business 
with  unwearied  diligence;  his  abilities 
were  such  as  enabled  him  to  discover  what 
was  his  duty  in  every  situation,  and  his  in- 
tegrity such  as  constantly  fulfilled  it.  He 
had  an  impartiality  which  knew  no  dis- 

cessor  to  the  House,  on  the  2Sd  of  Janoary 
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tinction  of  party,  no  private  interest,  no 
ties  of  blood,  no  attachments  of  fneod- 
ship :  but  he  had  a  constitution  by  do 
means  equal  to  the  vigour  bf  his  mind,  « 
the  ardour  of  his  zeal.  The  fatigue  whidi 
he  willingly  endured,  was  more  than  h« 
was  able  to  sustain;  and  the  disorder 
which  terminated  in  his  death,  was  brought 
on  by  too  assiduous  an  applicatioD  to  the 
discharge  of  his  trust. 

To  succeed  a  person  of  such  abilitia 
and  reputation,  in  an  office  so  difficult  acd 
so  laborious,  can  be  no  very  desirable 
thing.  He  who  shall  fill  the  Chair  tktL 
now  vacant,  whatever  be  his  abOity  or  in- 
tegrity, however  diligent  his  attendance, 
however  vigorous  bis  constitution,  will  by 
no  means  find  it  a  bed  of  roses.  He  may 
be  at  once  clamorously  called  upon  for 
opposite  purposes;  his  ability  may  be 
questionea  by  the  weak,  and  his  knov- 
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had  long  sat  in  parliament  with  him,  and  had 
been  a  witness  to  bis  condiict,  expressed,  in 
pathetic  terms,  his  sense  of  the  mistbrtune  to 
the  House,  and  to  the  public,  in  being  deprired 
of  so  valuable  a  guardian  ol'  their  laws  and  li- 
berties. 1  had  the  melancholy  satisfaction  to 
bear  that  speech,  and  well  remember  that  lord 
North,  with  great  ability,  energy  and  afieclion, 
recounted  his  rirtnes  and  many  amiable  quali- 
ties, in  a  manner  that  reflected  as  much  honour 
to  himself,  as  he  nobly  meant  to  gire  to  sir 
John  Cust:  his  lordship  mentioned  him  as  a 
Speaker  whose  knowledge  of  parliamentary 
business,  and  of  the  history  and  constitution  of 
his  country ;  whose  unwearied  and  strict  at- 
tention to  all  the  duties  of  his  office ;  whose 
indefktigable  pains  in  examining  all  the  pri?ate 
bills,  upon  which  the  interest  and  happiness  of 
so  many  individuals  depended ;  wnose  on- 
shakta  integrity,  steady  impartiality  in  erery 
thing,  and  respect  to  every  body  ;  whose  rea- 
diness to  iostruct,  tenderness  and  indulgence 
towards  all,  and  particularly  the  younger  mem- 
|)ers  of  the  House,  bad  made  him  the  farourite 
of  that  House  of  Commons  in  which  he  pre- 
sided, belo?ed  by  bis  sofereign,  and  honoured 
and  respected  by  the  whole  kingdom. 

**  As  the  speech,  of  which  I  ha? e  given  hot 
a  faint  and  imperfect  sketch,  is  not  inserted  in 
the  Journals,  1  have  endeavoured,  from  my 
own  recollection,  to  supply  a  blank,  uhtcli  cao 
never  be  filled  up  completely,  without  an  au- 
thentic copy  of  the  noble  lord's  eulogiam. 
The  motives  to  my  endeavours  are,  a  most 
grateful  sense  of  the  many  favours  which  I 
received  from  sir  John  Cust,  and  an  affection- 
ate regard  for  bis  memory.  Though  1  am 
sensible  that  no  tribute  from  me  can  add  any 
Instre  to  those  virtues,  which  adorned  his  cha- 
racter while  be  lived,  and  from  which  his 
family  have  derived  the  highest  honour  since 
btf  death."    ' 


idtne  him  to  opposite 
parties,  will  by  turns  give  offence  to  then 
all,  and  whatever  be  his  deserts,  he  must 
probably  wait  for  his  reward  till  it  is  tai 
late  to  enjoy  it.      I  know  not  therefore, 
whether  to  recommend  a  person  to  the 
place  be  the  office  *  of  a  friend,  or  a& 
enemy:  such  a  recommendation  shoulil 
not,  indeed,  proceed  either  from  enmity 
or    friendship    for    the   individoai,  bd 
wholly  from  a  regard  to  this  Hou»  a&i 
the  public,  to  whom  it  is  of  importaoci 
that  it  should  be  well  filled :    with  tB 
view,  then,  I  will  venture  to  recomroeri 
the  right  hon.  sir  Fletcher  Norton.  Tbac 
he  has  abilities  and  temper,  I  think,  po* 
body  will  deny;  and  that  he  has  integritT, 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt;   these  (\^ 
fications  will  secure  the  public;  and,  1 
think,  he  has  strength  of  constitution  ^ 
will  secure  himself. 

The  Right  Hon.  Richard  Righji  : 

Mr.  Hatsell ; 
I  roost  heartily  second  the  motioo  i 
tb^noble  lord,  and  think  that  sir  Eetcb^ 
Norton  is  peculiarly  marked  out  for  the 
place,  by  his  superior  knowledge  of  the 
law:  who  can  gentlemen  of  this  House 
apply  to  better,  than  to  one,  who  has  been 
so  long  applied  to  without  doors,  in  th( 
most  difficult  and  critical  cases,  and  ^^ 
opinion  has  so  oflen  precluded  suits  ^ 
law  and  equity,  where  the  property  a 
question  has  been  very  considenbjeM 
think  this  knowledge  must  be  concern 
by  every  gentleman  present,  as  a  (Q<^ 
important  qualification.    I  at^not  \^ 
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SQt  of  the  qualifications  of  olher  gentle* 
oeoy  Dor  onwilliog  to  acknowledge  tfaem, 
»at  I  think  I  may  without  offence,  say, 
hat  in  this  particular^  the  gentleman  who 
08  been  proposed  is  at  least  equal  to  any* 
readily  agree  with  the  hon.  gentleman  m 
a  sentiments  of  oar  late  Speaker;  no 
lan  applied  with  more  constant  diligence, 
Dd  few  men  were  less  equal  to  tne  fa* 
gue.  Sir  Fletcher  is  happy  in  a  consti* 
titioa  of  body,  equal  to  tne  vigour  and 
ctivity  of  his  mina ;  so  that  by  a  choice 
f  him,  we  may  secure  a  very  important 
ervice  to  the  public,  without  the  sacrifice 
fa  valuable  mdividual* 

Lord  John  Cavendish  : 

Mr.  Hatsell; 
Without  derogating  from  the  merit  of 
ie  gentleman  who  has  been  already 
roposed  to  succeed  our  late  Speaker,  I 
'fll  venture  to  recommend  another,  who  is 
D  utter  stranger  to-my  intention :  he  has 
arts,  temper  and  constitution ;  and  «he 
as  besides  the  principle  of  common  ho- 
estj,  which  would  prevent  him  from 
oiog  wrong,  a  principle  of  nice  honour, 
hich  will  always  urge  him  to  do  right. 
!y  honour  1  do  not  mean  a  &shionable 
listaken  principle,  which  would  only  lead 
man  to  court  popular  reputation,  and 
roid  popular  disgrace,  whether  the 
pinion  upon  which  thev  are  founded  is 
ise  or  true  ;  whether  the  conduct  which 
ley  require  is  in  itself  just  or  unjust,  or 
I  consequences  hurtful,  or  beneficial  to 
^kind,  I  mean  a  quality  which  is  not 
itisiied  with  doing  right,  when  it  is 
^ely  the  alternative  of  wrong,  which 
romptsa  man  to  do  what  he  might  law- 
lily  and  honestly  leave  undone  ;  which 
ktioguishes  a  thousand  different  shades, 
>  what  is  generally  denominated  the  same 
dour,  ana  is  as  much  superior  to  a  mere 
nformity  to  prescribed  rules,  as  forgiv"- 
g  a  debt  is  to  paying  what  we  owe. 
his  quality  was  very  conspicuous  in  our 
te  worthy  Speaker,  sir  John  Cust,  and 
is  certainly  of  great  im{>ortance  that 
ey  diould  be  eqiudly  conspicuous  in  his 
ccessor :  I  therefore  take  the  liberty  to 
me  to  the  House,  the  right  hon*  Thomas 
i>vnshend,  junior. 

Lord  George  SackvUk  : 

Mr.  Hatsell ; 
I  beg  leave  to  second  the  noble  lord's 
oUon.  Mr.  Townshend,  while  the 
her  gentleman  has  been  practising  in 
e  courts  below,  has  been  mming  busi- 
[VOL.XVJ.]  , 


ness  of  a  superior  kind,  the  business  of 
the  nation  and  this  House.  I  will  not 
say,  that  persons  in  a  certain  walk  of  life, 
have  notions  of  right  and  wrong  superior 
to  those  of  others,  or  that  a  nice  sense  of 
the  right  and  wrong  of  honour  is  worn 
off,  by  a  constant  and  interested  attention 
to  the  right  and  wrong  of  law :  there  have 
been  mep  of  honour,  in  the  true  sense  of 
the  word,  in  every  situation ;  but  it  is  no 
disgrace  to  any  man  not  to  know,  what  he 
has  had  no  opportunity  to  learn :  if  I  was 
to  chuse,  or  to  vote  for  the  Speaker  of  a 
Bench  in  another  place,  I  do  not  know 
any  whom  I  should  prefer  to  sir  Fletcher 
Norton ;  but  placing  a  person  in  that 
chair  as  Speaker  of  this  House,  is  another 
object.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I- 
hear  justice  done  to  Uie  merits  of  the  gen* 
tleman,  whose  loss  we  are  endeavouring  to 
supply ;  and  upon  this  occasion  I  may  be 
peroutted  to  observe,  that  he  was  not 
much  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  the 
courts:  as  he  was  notwithstanding  in 
every  respect  equal  to  his  office,  it  may 
fairly  be  inferred,  that  much  acquaintance 
with  the  practice  of  the  courts  below,  it 
not  a  necessary  qualification  for  it.  Forms 
of  practice  are  tnings  very  different  from 
rules  of  right.  It  does  not,  therefore, 
seem  to  follow^  that  a  gentleman,  whose 
opinion  has  precluded  suits  in  law  and 
equity,  is  therefore  qualified  to  regulate 
the  proceedings  of  this  House;  a  man 
may  lie  well  acquainted  with  the  face  of  a 
country,  and  its  divisions  as  laid  down  in 
a  map,  without  knowing  a  step  of  the  road 
to  a  single  market  town :  ana  he  that  hat 
been  used  to  travel  the  turnpike*road  in 
joumies  of  business,  may  be  less  ac* 
quainted  with  the  shorter  cuts  through 
parks,  forests,  and  privileged  places,  than 
those  whose  situation  and  connections 
have  admitted  them  to  the  chase,  which  is 
regulated  by  rules  very  different  from 
paying  toll  at  a  turnpike,  and  bills  at  an 
mn.  Upon  the  whole,  I  should  think  a 
minute  acquaintance  with  the  practice  of 
courts  of  law,  rather  a  disqualification, 
than  qualification  for  the  Chair  in  this 
House. 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton : 

**  I  rise  up  to  acknowledge  mj  ob* 
ligations  to  the  mend  who  sits  opposite  to 
me,  and  to  another  on  my  left  hana,  for  tha 
very  favourable  opinion  which  they  hava 
entertained  and  professed  for  my  poor  abi« 
lities.  I^must  also  acknowledge  the  force 
of  what  has  been  objected  to  me,  on  aa* 
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usher,  or  master  of  the  ceremonies, 
are  by  no  means  worthy  either  of  ths 
House,  or  its  Speaker.     I  shill  howevet 
consider  whatever  appears  of  imporUnoi 
to  this  House  as  an  object  worUiy  of  mf 
pursuit,  and  endeavour  to  learn  vbatevci 
I  find  myself  unacquainted  with,  as  far* 
it  appears  necessary  to  the  discharge  4 
my  trust.     That  it  is  good  to  walk  withi 
horse  in  one's  hand,  is  a  trite  proverb,  bi 
a  good  one :  it  is-oft^  fit  to  have  that ) 
our  power  which  we  do  not  use,  and 
shall  therefore  make  the  rules  and  ordi 
of  this  House,  however  numerous,  or  ii 
ever  trifling,  my  study,  if,  under 
more  considerable  disadvantages,  I 
be  thought  worthy  of  your  choice.    F( 
two  things  I  can  engage,  w!thoot  arr^ 
gating  any  other  merit  or  qualificatioiL 
than  God  has  put  eaually  into  the  povt^ 
of  all  mankind ;    if  1  shall  be  put  into  thl 
vacant  Chair,  and  find  royselr  qualified,  I 
will    fill  it   like  an  honest  man;  and  1^ 
when  I  am  seated  there,  I  find  myself  uc« 
qualified,   I  will  leave  it  like  an  honos 


man. 
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count  of  my  profession ;  I  have,  indeed, 
been  bred  to  a  laborious  employment,  the 
law ;  and  I  have  followed  it  with  great, 
very  great  assiduity  for  more  than  forty 
years ;  it  has,  therefore,  in  some  measure 
engrossed  my  attention,  and  circumscribed 
my  experience ;  but  though  my  time  has 
been  much  taken  up  by  the  courts  below, 
I  am  not  altogether  a  stranger  to  this 
House;  I  have  sometimes  been  brought 
faithev  in  the  course  of  my  profession,  and 
it  is  well  known,  that  I  have  sometimes 
had  the  honour  of  being  called  up  to  give 
my  opinion  upon  solemn  and  important 
occasions.  But  though  I  am  not  willing  to 
be  thought  wholly  unworthy  of  the  honour 
for  which  I  have  been  proposed,  yet  I  am 
conscious,  that  I  owe  much  to  the  parti- 
ality of  my  friends,  who  have  supposed 
me  to  be  m  every  respect  equal  to  it :  it 
is  an  honour  which  I  nave  not  solicited, 
as  I  would  neither  assume  a  merit  which 
mi^ht  claim  it,  nor  seek  that  by  favour 
which  I  could  not  claim.  I  see  many 
gentlemen  round  me,  who,  I  am  sure, 
would  fill  the  vacant  seat  with  the  greatest 
credit  to  themselves,  and  advantage  to  the 
House,  and  whom  I  would  by  no  means 
preclude ;  if,  however,  after  all,  it  shall  be 
the  determination  of  the  House  to  confer 
a  post  of  such  trust  and  dignity  upon  me, 
I  will  most  certainly  accept  ft,  considering 
a  right  intention,  as  the  pest  preservative 
against  wrong  conduct. 

*<  It  has  been  objected  to  me,  that  my 
knowledge  of  the  law,  has  not  acquainted 
me  with  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House ; 
but  that  on  the  contrary,  my  long  and 
constant  attendance  on  the  courts  below, 
has  deprived  me  of  opportunities,  which  I 
might  otherwise  have  improved  for  acquir- 
ing this  qualification.  I  should  ill  deserve 
the  confidence  which  it  has  been  proposed 
to  place  in  me,  if  I  denied  the  justice  of 
this  charge :  I  make  no  pretensions  to  an 
exact  knowledge  of  these  rules  and  orders ; 
they  are  much  too  numerous  for  my  op« 
portunities,  and  I  had  almost  ^id,  too 
trivial  for  my  attention :  I  know  enough 
of  them,  to  think  them  beneath  the  re- 
gard of  an  august  and  legislative  assembly, 
in  deliberations  that  regard  the  safety, 
the  peace,  and  the  prosperity  of  a  great 
nation  :  such  an  assembly  should  disdahi 
the  trifling  formalities  which  have  been 
contrived  to  give  importance,  where  all 
other  importance  is  wanting;  which  con- 
stitute what  is  called  the  etiquette  of  a  court, 
whose  very  essence  is  form,  and  fall  pro- 
perly «nder  the  cognizance  of  a  gentlemah 


Mr.  Thomas  Tovonshend: 

I  had  not  the  least  knowledge  o( 
expectation  of  being  proposed  for  tiu 
vacant  Chair ;  I  most  sincerely  thank  mj 
friend  for  so  flattermg  a  testimony  of  w 
partiality  in  my  favour  ;  but  I  am  equallj 
unfit  for  the  duties,  and  unworthy  of  tb 
honour  of  such  a  situation. 

Several  members  spoke  in  the  debl^ 
on  each  side ;  among  others  for  Mi 
Townshend  were  Mr.  Montagu  aod  Mi 
Edmund  Burke. 

The  question  was  then  put  by  ti 
Clerk, 

«  That  the  rtffht  hen.  sir  Fletcli 
Norton  do  take  the  Chur  of  this  Hoa 
as  Speaker.''— The  Clerk  declared  tt 
Yeas  had  it.  The  House  was  divkki 
The  Yeas  on  the  right  hand :  the  N«) 
on  the  left.  The  Tellers  were  sppoiott 
by  the  Clerk ;  viz. 

For  the  Yeas,  (Dr.  Wflliam  Burrel 
^57'— For  the  Noes,  (Mr.  Hothan)  1^1 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aiinnstife. 

Whereupon  sir  Fletcher  Norton  * 
conducted  to  the  Chair  by  Loni  Nor 
and  Mr.  Rigby.  Where  being  placed, 
expressed  himself  truly  sensible  of " 
high  honour  the  Hoase  had  been  pt^ 
to  confer  upk)n  him.  And  then  the  a^ 
was  laid  upon  the  taUob 
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Afterward  Lord  Barrington  spoke  in 
allows : 

Mr.  Speaker;^  his  M^esty  hath  com- 
landed  me  to  inform  this  House,  that 
16  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  this  House 
liould  present  their  Speaker  to  his  Ma- 
aity  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock  at  noon,  in 
be  House  of  Peers,  for  his  royal  appro- 
ation. 

Then  Mr.  Speaker  elect  put  the  ques« 
ion  for  adjourning  the  House  till  to- 
lorrow  morning,  ten  of  the  clock ;  whidi 
dng  agreed  to,  the  House  was  adjourned 
ccordin|ly ;  and  Mr.  Speaker  elect  went 
Iray  without  the  mace  before  him. 

January  23.  A  Message  from  his  Ma- 
ssif by  sir  Francis  Molyneux,  gentleman 
•her  of  the  Black  Rod : 


« 


Mr.  Speaker,  the  King  commands 
his  honourable  House  to  attend  his  Ma^ 
BaCy  immediately  in  the  House  of  Peers." 

Aceordingly  Mr.  Speaker  elect,  with 
he  House,  went  up  to  attend  his  Majesty 
a  the  House  ot  Peers;  where  Mr. 
Speaker  elect  was  presented  to  his  Ma- 
l»ty  for  his  rojral  approbation : 

Then  the  ri^ht  hon.  William  lord  Mans- 
leld,  lord  chief  lustice  of  his  Majesty's 
[!ourt  of  King's-bench,  and  Speaker  a^ 
he  House  of  Peers,  after  receivmg  direc- 
lons  from  his  Majesty,  signified  his  Ma- 
rty's approbation  of  Mr.  Speaker  elect. 

The  House  being  returned, 

Mr.  Speaker  reported,  that  the  House 
lad  attended  his  Majesty  in  the  House  of 
fleers;  where  his  Majesty  was  pleased 
o  approve  the  choice  they  had  made  of 
lim  to  be  their  Speaker. 

And  then  Mr.  Speaker  again  thanked 
be  House  for  the  honour  they  had  done 
him,  beeged  their  assistance  and  support 
B  the  diwharge  of  the  duty  of  his  oroce, 
Mid  assured  them  he  would  conduct  him- 
letf  with  the  strictest  impartiality,  and  en- 
leayour  to  supply,  by  assiduity  and  dili- 
gence, what  he  wanted  m  experience  and 
ibilities. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  State  of  the 
Vation.V^  January  28.  The  Marquis  of 
Hoclangham  rose,  and  moved,  **  That 
this  House  will  take  into  consideration 
Ihe  State   of  the  Nation  on  Thursday, 

*  This  debate  is  printed  from  the  Notes  of 
ka  gvalleman  meatioiwd  in  p.  647,  and  has 
rsvimd  by  him  lor  this  work  [a.D.iai3.] 
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th6  ^th  instaat  The  object  of  his 
lordship's  speech  was  to  shew  that  the 
present  unhappy  condition  of  afiairs,  and 
tlie  universal  discontent  of  the  people,  did 
not  arise  from  any  immediate  temporary 
cause,  but  had  grown  upou  us  by  degrees, 
from  the  moment  of  his  Majesty's  acces- 
sion to  the  throne.  That  the  persons,  in 
whom  his  Majesty  then  confided,  had  in- 
troduced a  total  change  in  the  old  system 
of  English  government— that  they  had 
adopted  a  maxim,  which  must  prove  fatal 
to  the  liberties  of  this  country,  viz.  ^<  That 
*^  the  royal  prerogative  alone  was  8u£GU:ieiit 
<^  to  support  .  government,  to  whatever 
**  hands  the  administration  should  be  com- 
''mitted;"  and  he  could  trace  the  ope- 
ration of  this  principle  through  every  act 
of  eovemment  since  the  accession,  in 
whidi  those  nersons  could  be  supposed  to 
have  any  innuence.  Their  first  exertion 
of  the  prerogative .  was  to  make  a  peace 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  nation,  and 
on  terms  totally  disproportioned  to  the 
successes  of  the  war ;  out,  as  they  fek 
themselves  unequal  to  the  conduct  of  a 
war,  they  thought  a  peace,  on  any  condi- 
tions, necessary  for  their  own  security  and 
permanoice  in  administration.  He  then 
took  notice  of  Ukote  odious  tyrannical 
acts  of  power,  by  which  an  approbation  of 
the  peace  had  been  obtained.  And  he 
mentioned  the  general  sweep  through 
every  branch  and  department  of  adminis- 
tration :  the  removes  not  merely  confined 
to  the  higher  employments,  but  carried 
down,  wm  the  minutest  cruelty,  to  the 
lowest  offices  of  the  state ;  and  numberless 
innocent  families,  which  had  subsisted  on 
salaries  from  50  to  ^200/.  a  year, 
turned  out  to  misery  and  ruin,  with  as 
little  regard  to  the  rules  of  justice,  as  to 
the  common  feelings  of  compassion. 
That  their  ideas  of  taxation  were  marked 
by  the  same  prindpie.  The  argument 
urml  for  taxing  the  cyder  counties,  via. 
^*  The  equity  of  placing  them  on  the 
same  footing  with  others,  where  mak 
liquors  were  diiefiy  used,"  was  too  obvious 
to  escape  the  attention  of  former  mi- 
nisters; but  former  ministers  paid  more 
regard  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  than 
to  the  improvement  of  the  revenue.  That 
the  object  of  the  Cyder  Act,  or  the  effect  of 
it  at  least,  was  not  so  much  to  increase 
the  revenue,  as  to  extend  the  laws  of  ex- 
cise, and  open  the  doors  of  private  men  to 
the  officers  of  the  crown. 

Without  entering  into  the  right  of  tax- 
ing America,  it  was  evident  that,  siaoe 
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the  revenue  expected  to  arise  from  that 
measure  wasi  allowed  to  be  very  inconsi- 
derable, the  real  purpose  of  government 
must  have  been  to  increase  the  number 
of  their  officers  in  that  country,  and  con- 
sequently the  strength  of  the  prerogative. 
He  then  took  notice  of  the  indecent 
manner,  with  which  the  debt  upon  the 
Kin^s  civil  list  had  been  laid  betore,  and 
provided  for,  by  parliament.  No  account 
o&redU— no  enquiry  permitted  to  be 
made— not  even  the  decent  satis&ction 
piven  to  parliament  of  an  assurance  that 
m  future  such  extraordinary,  expences 
should  be  avoided.  On  the  contrarv,  the 
King's  speech  on  that  occasion  had  been 
so  cautiously  worded  that,  far  from  en- 
gaging to  avoid  such  exceedings  for  the 
future,  it  intimated  plainly  that  the  ex- 
pences of  the  King's  civil  government 
could  not  be  confined  within  the  revenue 
granted  by  parliament.  That  as  the  na- 
tion was  heavily  burthened  bv  the  ex- 
Eence,  they  were  no  less  grossly  insulted 
j^  the  manner  in  which  that  burthen  was 
laid  upon  them.  That,  in  certain  |^rants 
lately  made  by  the  crown,  the  mmistry 
had  adhered  to  their  principle  of  carrying 
the  prerogative  to  its  utmost  extent.  No 
right  of  BToperty,  no  continuance  of 
possession  naabeen  considered.  But,  if 
these  had  been  weaker  than  they  were, 
he  thought  some  respect  was  due  to 
the  memory  of  the  great  prince  by  whom 
these  grants  had  been  made ;  and,  in  com- 
mon justice  to  the  noble  duke,  [of  Port- 
land] whose  property  had  been  invaded, 
the  ministry  snould,  at  least,  Imve  avoided 
that  hurry  and  precipitation,  which  had 
hardly  leu  his  grace  time  to  defend  his 
rights  ;  and  by  which  the  ministry  them- 
aelves  seemed  to  confess  then:  measures 
would  not  bear  a  more  deliberate  mode  of 
proceeding.  But  the  purposes  of  an 
election  were  to  be  served  ;  and  the  person, 
benefited  by  this  measure,  was  supposed 
to  be  a  better  friend  to  administration  than 
the  noble  duke,  whose  property  had  been 
arbitrarily  transferred  to  another.  And 
when,  upon  occasion  of  this  extraordinary 
measure,  and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
people,  a  bill  had  been  brought  into  par- 
liament for  securing  the  property  of  the 
subject,  it  had  been  rejected  the  first  year, 
and  violently  resisted  the  second  ;  but  the 
justice  and  necessity  of  it  had  prevailed 
over  the  influence  and  favourite  maxims 
ofthe  administration.  That  the  affiiirs  of 
>the  external  part  of  the  empire  had  been 
jnanaged  with  the  same  want  of  wisdom, 


and  had  been  brought  into  neariy  the 
same  condition  with  those  at  home,  h 
Ireland,  he  saw  the  parliament  prorogued, 
(which  probably  led  to  a  dissoktioo)  and 
the  affiiirs  of  that  kingdom  left  unprovided 
for,  and  in  the  greatest  confusion.  That 
in  America  measures  of  violence  hid 
been  adopted,  and  it  had  been  the  uni- 
form language  and  doctrine  of  the 
ministry  to  force  that  country  to  submit. 
That,  in  his  own  opinion,  violence  would 
not  do  there,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
do  here.  But  even  if  a  plan  of  force  were 
advisable,  why  had  it  not  been  adhered 
to  ?  Why  did  they  not  adopt  and  abide 
by  some  one  system  of  conduct?  That 
the  King's  speeches  and'  the  language  of 
the  ministry  at  home  had  denounced  do* 
thing  but  war  and  vengeance  agalDit  a 
rebdlious  people,  whilst  his  Majest^s  go- 
vernors id>roaa  were  instracted  to  coovey 
to  them  the  gentlest  promises  of  reii^ 
and  satisfaction.  His  lordship  here  re- 
ferred to  lord  Botetourt's  speech  to  the 
assembly  of  Virginia,  in  May  1769,  out  of 
which  he  recited  a  passa^  in  point  The 
passage  was  this — *^  I  think  myself  pecu* 
Iiarly  fortunate  to  be  able  to  inforai  jou, 
that  by  a  letter,  dated  May  the  ISth,  I 
have  been  assured  by  the  earl  of  Mh 
borough,  that  his  Majesty's  present  admi- 
nistration have  at  no  time  entertained  a 
design  to  propose  to  pariiament  to  lay  any 
further  taxes  upon  America  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  raising  a  revenue,  and  that  it  it' 
their  intention  to  propose,  in  tbenexfi 
session  of  parliament,  to  take  off  the  duties 
upon  glass,  paper,  and  colours,  upon  coo^ 
sideration  of  such  duties  having  been  liid 
contrary  to  the  true  principles  of  coa- 
nierce." 

'  With  respect  to  foreign  affiiint  « 
thought  it  highly  necessary  to  en#^ 
why  France  mid  been  permitted  to  man 
so  considerable  an  acquisition  as  the  isltia 
of  Corsica  i  That  no  nuin  coald  deuyi 
that  this  island  would  prove  a  great  addi- 
tion to  the  strengUi  ot  France,  witb  le* 
spect  to  her  marine ;  both  from  its  bip 
hours,  and  the  timber  it^rpduced.  H( 
thought  this  attempt  of  France  was  oot 
only  unjust  in  itself,  but  direcdy  contiar] 
to  certain  stipulations  in  the  treaty  of  A^' 
la-Chapelle,  confirmed  by  that  of  176Si 
by  which  it  was  determined  and  setued. 
"  That  the  republic  of  Genoa  ahoiJd  be 
entirely  re-established  and  roaintsined  a 
all  its  former  states  and  possessions;  ^ 
that,  for  the  advantage  and  mainteoaoc^ 
of  the  peace  in  geneni,  for  the  traofd^- 
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lity  of  Italy  in  particular,  all  things  should 
remain  there  lo  the  condition  they  were 
in  before  the  war." 

His  lordship  added.  That  he  had  not 
Iwelt  80  strongly  as  he  might  have  done, 
ipon  that  great  invasion  of  the  consUta- 
ioD,  which  had  now  thrown  this  whole 
K)UDtry  into  a  flame:  the  people  were 
olficieDtly  alarmed  for  their  rights,  and 
ledid  not  doubt  but'  that  matter  would  be 
luly  enquired  into.  But  he  considered  it 
mly  as  the  point  to  which  all  the  other 
neasores  of  the  administration  had  tended. 
That  when  the  constitution  was  violated, 
?e  »hould  not  content  ourselves  with  re- 
mriogthe  single  breach,  but  look  back 
Dio  the  causes,  and  trace  the  principles 
rhich  bad  produced  it,  in  order,  not 
Derely  to  restore  the  constitution  to  pre- 
«ot  health,  but,  if  possible,  make  it  invul- 
Krable  hereafter. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  recommended  it 
itrongly  to  their  lordships,  to  fix  an  early 
lay  for  taking  into  their  consideration  the 
tate  of  this  country  in  all  its  relations  and 
iependencies,  foreign,  provincial,  and  do- 
Mstic ;  for  we  had  been  injured  in  them 
ill.  That  consideration  would,  he  hoped; 
Md  their  lordships  to  advise  the  crown 
lot  only  how  to  correct  past  errors,  but 
lov  to  establish  a  system  of  government 
lore  wise,  more  permanent,  Mtter  suited 
0  the  genius  of  the  people,  and,  at  least, 
oaaiatent  with  the  qptrit  of  the  constitu- 

IQD. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton^  who  spoke  next, 
id  not  oppose  the  motion ;  on  the  con- 
'vy*  he  engaffed  to  second  it,  and  to 
wet  the  nobte  lord  on  the  ^reat  question 
[benever  the  House  should  think  proper. 
or  the  present,  he  meant  only  to  excul- 
>te  hiooself  from  some  severe  reflections, 
hich  he  thought  were  directed  particu- 
'ly  and  personally  against  himself!  That 
B  vas  ready  to  justify  the  measures  ai- 
ded to  by  the  noble  lord,  about  every 
iher  part  of  his  conduct ;  and  he  did  not 
mbt  of  being  able  to  do  so  to  the  satis- 
ction  of  Uie  House.  That  the  resump- 
>Q,  made  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
Mury,  of  a  supposed  srant  of  the  crown 
od,  had  been  most  unfairly  represented* 
e  wialied  the  noble  lord,  mstead  of  the 
ord  <  property,'  had  only  used  <  posses- 
)n ;'  and  then  he  would  have  truly  de- 
nbed  the  fact  and  the  object.  That,  on 
«  Application  made  to  the  board  by  the 
!reoQ  who  had  diikcovered  the  defect  ia 


the  noble  duke's  title»  he  could  not  oon«. 
sistently  with  his  duty,  as  an  officer  of  the 
crown,  have  rdected  the  claim  made  by 
that  person.  Inat  if  the  noble  duke,  in- 
stead of  being  an  opponent,  had  been  the 
warmest  friend  of  administration,  the  trea- 
sury board  could  not  have  acted  otherwise 
than  they  did,  without  a  flagrant  violation 
of  justice;  and  as  for  that  hurry  and  pre- 
cipitation of  which  they  were  accused,  he 
took  upon  him  to  contradict  the  noMe 
lord  in  the  most  positive  manner,  and  of- 
fered to  prove  at  the  bar  of  that  House, 
that  they  had  proceeded,  not  only  with 
temper  and  deliberation,  but  with  the  ut- 
most attention  to  the  interests  of  the  noble 
duke,  and  every  possible  mark  of  respect 
to  his  person;  and  had  protracted  their 
decision  to  the  very  last  moment  allowed 
by  the  rules  of  the  board.  With  respect 
to  the  debt  on  the  civil  list,  he  neither 
had,  nor  could  have  any  personal  motives 
for  wishing  to  conceal  from  parliament  the 
particulars  of  the  extraordinary  expences, 
by  which  that  debt  had  been  incurred. 
That  the  persons,  to  whose  offices  it  be- 
longed, had  been  constantly  employed  in 
drawing  up  a  state  of  that  account,  and 
that  tlMBv  had  received  every  possible 
light  and  information  from  the  officers  of 
the  crown,  in  order  to  shorten  and  fiici- 
litate  the  business :  but  it  was  a  work  of 
infinite  labour  and  extent ;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  utmost  diligence  in  the  several 
public  offices,  could  not  yet  be  completed. 
That  in  regard  to  foreign  afiairs,  he  be- 
lieved the  conduct  of  the  King's  ministera 
would  bear  the  strictest  examination,  and 
would  be  found  irreproachable.  That,  for 
his  own  part,  he  had  never  thought,  nor 
had  he  ever  affirmed,  that  the  conditions 
of  the  late  peace  were  such  as  the  people 
had  a  right  to  expect.  He  had  maintained 
that  opmion  in  former  times,  and  no 
change  of  situation  should  ever  induce 
him  to  relinquish  it.  But  that  the  peace 
being  once  made,  and  those  advantages, 
which  we  might  have  expected  from  a 
continuance  of  the  war  being  now  irreco- 
verable, he  would  never  advise  the  King 
to  engage  in  another  war,  as  long  as  the 
dignity  of  the  crown  and  the  real  interests 
of  the  nation  could  be  preserved  without 
it.  That  what  we  had  suffered  already 
by  foreign  connections  ou^ht  to  warn  us 
against  engaging  lightly  m  quarrels,  in 
whioli  we  had  no  immediate  concern,  and 
to  which  we  might  probably  sacrifice  our 
own  most  essential  interests.  * 


Wr}         10  QBORGE  UL 

The  Earl  of  Ckatham  : 

My  lordB,  I  meant  to  have  ri^en 
immediately  to  second  the  motkm  made 
by  the  noble  lord.  The  charge,  which 
the  noble  duke  seemed  to  think  affected 
himself  particularly,  did  undoubtedly  de- 
mand an  early  answer  ;  it  was  proper  he 
should  speak  before  me,  and  I  am  as  ready 
as  any  man  to  applaud  the  decency  and 
propriety  with  which  he  has  expressed 
luraself. 

I  entirely  agree  with  the  noble  lord, 
both  in  the  necessity  of  your  lordships 
concurring  with  the  motion,  and  in  the 
principles  and  arguments  by  which  he  has 
very  judiciously  supported  it.  I  see 
clearly,  that  the  complexion  of  our  go- 
vernment has  been  materially  altered ;  and 
I  can  trace  the  origin  of  the  alteration  up 
to  a  period,  which  ought  to  have  been  an 
aera  of  happiness  and  prosp^ity  to  this 
country. 

My  lords,  I  shall  give  you  my  reasons 
for  concurring  with  the  motion,  riot  metho- 
dically, but  as  they  occur  to  ihy  mind.  I 
Biay  wander,  perhaps,  from  the  exact 
parliamentary  aebate ;  but  I  hope  I  shall 
say  nothing  but  what  may  deserve  your 
attention,  and  what,  if  not  strictly  proper 
at  present,  would  be  fit  to  be  said,  when  the 
state  of  the  nation  shall  come  to  be  consi- 
dered. My  uncertain  state  of  health  must 
plead  xny  excuse.  I  am  now  in  some 
pain,  and  very  probably  may  not  be  able 
to  attend  my  duUr  when  1  desire  it  most, 
in  this  House.  .  I  thank  God,  my  lords,  for 
having  tlius  long  preserved  so  inconsider- 
able a  being  as  I  am,  to  take.a  part  on  this 
great  occasion,  and  to  contribute  my  en- 
deavours, such  as  they  are,  to  restore,  to 
save,  to  confirm  the  constitution. 

My  lords,  I  need  not  look  abroad  for 
iprievances.  The  grand  capital  mischief 
IS  fixed  at  home.  It  corrupts  the  very 
foundation  of  our  political  existence,  an2l 
preys  on  the  vitals  of  the  state. — The  con- 
stitution has  been  grossly  violated — The 
constitution  at  this  moment  istands  vio- 
lated. Until  that  wound  be  healed,  until 
that  grievance  be  redressed,  it  is  in  vain 
to  recommend  union  to  parliament;  in 
vain  to  promote  concord  among  the  people. 
If  we  mean  seriously  to  unite  the  nation 
within  itself,  we  must  ccmvince  them  that 
their  complaints  are  regarded,  that  their 
inquiries  shall  be  redressed.  On  that 
foundation  I  would  take  the  lead  in  re- 
commending peace  and  Jiarmony  to  the 
people.    On  any  other,    I  would  never 
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wish  to  see  tbem  united  again.  Ifik 
breach  in  the  constitution  be  efectnljr 
repaired,  the  people  will  of  tbemsehni^ 
turn  to  a  state  oftraoquiliity— If  QoU«f 
discord  prevail  for  ever !  I  know  toiii 
point  this  doctrine  and  this  laagoage^ 
appear  directed.  But  I  feel  the  pnod{ii| 
of  an  Englishmao,  and  I  utter  them  witMil 
apprehension  or  reserve. '  The  ends  ii ■ 
deed  alarming ;  so  much  the  more  dooj 
require  a  prudent  relaxation  on  the  f^ 
of  government.  If  the  King's  uxvt 
will  not  permit  a  constitutional  que# 
to  be  decided,  according  to  the  foil 
and  on  the  principles  of  the  constitolM| 
it  must  then  be  decided  in  some  tf' 
manner;  and  rather  than  it  slioold 
given  up,  rather  than  the  nation 
surrender  their  birth-right  to  a  d 
minister,  I  hope,  my  lords,  old  as! 
shall  see  the  question  brought  to  issue, 
fairly  tried  between  the.peo^Ieandthe 
vemment.  My  lord,  this  ib  not  tbe  M 
guage  of  faction ;  let  it  be  tried  bytl 
criterion,  by  which  alone  we  can  did| 
guish  what  is  factious^  from  whatisa^jj 
by  the  principles  of  the  English  coBm 
tion.  I  have  been  bred  up  in  ^^^ 
ciples;  and  know  that,  when  tbelibeim 
the  subject  is  invaded  and  all  redsmm 
nied him,  resistance  is. justified.  Ulm 
a  doubt  on  the  matter,  I  should  foUovtt 
example  set  us  by  the  reverend  bm 
with  whom  I  believe  it  is  a  maxim,  w|J| 
any  doubt  in  point  of  faith  arises,  ofif 
question  of  controversy  is  started,  to  if 
peal  at  once  to  the  great  source  m^ 
dence  of  our  religion — I  mean  thclwi 
Bible:  the  constitution  has  itsfH^ 
bible,  by  which,  if  it  be  fairly  coawW 
every  political  question  may  and  oo^ 
be  dietermined.  Magna  Charta,  tte* 
tition  of  Right,  and  the  Bill  oi^K 
form  that  code,  which  I  call  the  Biiw  J 
the  English  Constitution.    Had  mo««| 

his      Majesty's     unhappy    P'^t'SI 
trusted  less   to  the  comments  or  ^ 


ministers,  had  they  been  better  ttfj. 
the  text  itself,  the  dorious  Be?dflfl» 
would  have  remained  only  p«s*'*i 
theory,  and  wouM  .not  now  hare  e^ 
on  record  «  formidable  exawpie^^*^ 
successors^  . .  ^ji^ 

My  lords,  I  eannot  agree  ^^  -^ 
noble  duke,  that  nothing  lo»  *".^ 
mediate  attack  on  the  bonoor  or  i^ 
of  this  nation  can  authorise  itf  ^^ 
in  defence  of  weaker  states,  ai»  *^ 
ping  the  enterprizes  <rf  an  «'>^**'*IL,  n^. 
hour.    Whenever  that  narrow?  seiP" 
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licy  has  prevailed  id  our  counvilsy  w«  have 
coDstantlj  experienced  the  fatal  eflfects  of 
it.     By  sufibring  our  natural  enemies  to 
oppress  the  powers  less  able  than  we  are 
to  make  a  resistance^  we  have  permitted 
them  to  increase  their  strength,  we  have 
lost  the  most  favourable  opportunities  of 
opposing  them  with  success;  and  focnd 
ourselves    at '  last    obliged  to  run  every 
hazard  in  making  that  cause  our  own,  in 
which  we  were  not  wise  enough  to  take 
party  while  the  expence  and  danger  might 
have  been  supported  by  others.      With 
respect  to  Corsica  I  shall  only  say,  that 
France  has  obtained  a  more  useful  and 
important  acquisition  in  one  pacific  cam- 
paign, than  in  any  of  her  belhgerent  cam- 
paigns :  at  least  while  I  had  the  honour  of 
administering  the  war  against  hec.     The 
word  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  singular  : 
I  mean  only  while  I  was  the  minister, 
cbieBy  entrusted  with  the  conduct  of  the 
var.     I  remember,   my  lords,    the  time 
when  Lorrain  was  united  to  the  crown  of 
France,  that  too  was,  in  some  measure,  a 
pacific  conqueU ;    and  there  were  people 
who  talked  of  it,  as  the  noble  duke  now 
speaks  of  Corsica.    France  was  permitted 
to  take  fmd  keep  possession  of  a  noble 
province;  and,  according  to  his  erace's 
ideas,  we  did  right  in  not  opposing  it. 
The  effect  of  these  acquisitions,  is,  I  con- 
fess, not  immediate ;  but  they  unite  with 
the  main  body  by  degrees,  and,  in  time, 
make   a  part  of  the  national  strength.    I 
^r,  my  fords,  it  is  too  much  the  temper 
of  this  countiy  to  be  insensible  of  the  8p> 
f  roach  of  danger,  until  it  comes  with  ac- 
cumulated terror  upon  us. 

My  lords,  the  condition  of  hicr  Majesty's 
•fiairs  in  Ireland,  and  the  state  of  that 
kingdom  within  itself,  will  undoubtedly 
vnake  a  very  material  part  of  your  lord- 
•hipa*  enquiry.  I  am  not  sufficiently  in- 
ibrmed  to  enter  into  the  subject  so  fully  a^ 
I  could  wish ;  but  by  what  appears  to  the 
public,  and  from  my  own  observation,  I 
confess  I  cannot  give  the  ministry  much 
eredit  for  the  spirit  or  prudence  of  their 
conduct.  I  see  that,  ^ven  where  their 
measures  are  well  chosen,  they  are  inca- 
pable of  carrying  them  through  without 
acme  unhappy  mixture  of  weakness  or 
imprudence.  They  are  incapable  of  doing 
entirely  right,  mj  lords,  I  do,  from  my 
^^nscience,  and  from  the  best  weighed 
Principles  of  my  understanding,  applaud 
ff^  augi|||ptation  of  the  army.      As  a  mi- 


Ut 


^ry 


believe  it  has  been  judicl- 


^^ly  arranged.    In  a  political  view,  I  am 


convinced  it  was  for  the  wdfinre,  fcr  the 
safety  of  the  wh^e  empire.  But,  my 
lonb,  with  all  these  advantages,  with  aU 
these  recommendations,  if  I  had  the  honouc 
of  adviamg  his  Majesty,  I  would  never 
have  consented  to  his  accepting  the  aug- 
mentation, with  that  absurd  dishonourame 
condition,  whidi  the  ministry  have  sub^ 
mitted  to  annex  to  it.  My  lords,  I  revere 
the  just  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and 
would  contend  tor  it  as  warmly  as  for  the 
rights  of  the  people.  They  are  linked  to- 
gether, and  naturally  support  each  other. 
I  would  not  touch  a  feather  of  the  prero- 
gttive.  The  expression,  perhaps,  is  too 
light;  but,  since  I  have  made  use  of  it^ 
let  me  add,  that  the  intire  command  and 
power  of  directing  the  local  di^osition  <rf* 
the  army  is  to  the  royal  prerogative,  as 
the  master  feather  in  the  eagle's  wing; 
and  if  I  were  permitted  to  carry  the  allu- 
sion a  little  farther,  I  would  say,  they  have 
disarmed  the  imperial  bird,  the  <<  MiniS" 
trum  Ftdminis  Alitem,**  The  army  is 
the  thunder  of  the  crown.  The  ministry 
have  tied  up  the  hand  which  should  direct 
the  bolt. 

My  lords,  I  remember  that  Minorca 
was  lost  for  want  of  four  battidions.  They 
could  not  be  spared  from  hence ;  and 
there  was  a  delicacy  about  taking  them 
from  Ireland.  I  was  one  of  those,  who 
promoted  an  enquiry  into  that  matter  in 
the  other  House ;  and  I  was  convinced  we 
had  not  regular  troops  sufficient  for  the 
neqessary  service  of  the  nation.  Since 
the  moment  the  plan  of  augmentation  wafr 
first  talked  of,  I  have  constantly  and 
warmly  supported  it  among  my  friends :  I 
have  recommended  it  to  several  members 
of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  and  ex* 
horted  them  to  support  it  with  their  ut* 
most  interest  -in  parliament.  I  did  not 
foresee,  nor  coula  I  conceive  it  possible, 
the  ministry  would  accept  of  it,  with  a 
condition  that  makes  the  plan  itself  inef- 
fectual, and,  as  far  as  it  operates,  defeats 
every  useful  purpose  of  maintaining  a 
standing  military  force*  His  Majesty  is 
now  so  confined  by  his  promise,  that  he 
must  leave  twelve  thousand  men  locked 
up  in  Ireland,  let  the  situation  of  his  af- 
fairs abroad,  or  the  approach  of  danger  to 
this  country,  be  ever  so  alarming,  unless 
there  be  an  actual  rebellion,  or  invasion, 
in  Great  Britain.  Even  in  the  two  cases 
excepted  by  the  King's  promise,  the  mis- 
chief must  have  already  begun  to  operate^ 
must  have  already  taken  effect,  before 
his  Majesty  can  be  authorised  to  send 
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for  Ike  aflthlance  of  his  Iriib  anny.  He 
has  not  left  tumaelf  the  power  of  taldng 
any  prefentive  meaauret,  let  hit  inteUi- 

gence  be  ever  so  certain,  let  his  iqppre- 
ensioDS  of  invasion  or  rebellion  be  ever  so 
well-founded:  unless  the  traitor  be  ac- 
tually in  arms ;  unless  the  enemy  be  in  the 
heart  of  your  country,  he  cannot  move  a 
•inele  man  from  Ireland.* 

1  feel  myself  compelled,  my  lords,  to 
return  to  that  subject,  which  occupies  and 
interests  me  most ;  I  mean  the  internal  dis- 
order of  the  constitution,  and  the  remedy 
it  demands.  But  first,  I  would  observe, 
there  is  one  point  upon  which  I  think  the 
noble  duke  has  not  explained  himsel£  I 
do  not  mean  to  catch  at  words,  but,  if 

fossible,  to  possess  the  sense  of  what 
hear,  I  would  treat  every  man  with 
candour,  and  should  expect  the  same 
candour  in  retiun.  For  the  noble  duke,  in 
particular,  I  have  every  personal  respect 
and  regard.  I  never  desire  to  understand 
him,  but  as  he  wishes  to  be  understood. 
His  grace,  I  think,  has  laid  much  stress 
on  the  diligence  of  the  several  public  of- 
fices, and  the  assistance  given  them  by 
the  administration,  in  preparing  a  state  of 
the  expences  of  his  Majesty's  civil  govern- 

*  Tbe  foHowtngis  an  Extract  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenaiit's  Message  to  tbe  House  of 
Commoos  of  Ireland  npon  this  occa- 
sion: 

<<  Gentlemen ;  I  am  commanded,  by  bis 
[ajeaty,  to  acqoaiot  yon,  that  bis  Miyesty, 
npon  the  most  mature  coosideration  of  tbe  state 
and  circuinstaDces  of  this  kingdom,  judges  it 
absolutely  necessary,  that  a  number  of  troops, 
not  less  than  12,000  men,  commissioned  and 
non-commissioned  officers  included,  should  be 
kept  therein,  for  the  better  defence  of  tbe 
same ;  and  that  bis  Mi^ty,  finding  that,  con- 
sistent with  tbe  general  public  service,  tbe 
number  before- mentioned  cannot  be  constantly 
oontinoed  in  Ireland,  unless  bis  army  upon 
tbe  Irish  establishment  be  augmented  to  15,235 
men  in  the  whole,  commissioned  and  non- 
commissioned officers  included:  his  Bfajes^ 
earnestly  recommends  it  to  Ids  faithful  Com- 
mons to  concur  in  a  measure^  which  his  Ma- 
jesty has  extremely  at  heart,  as  necessary  not 
only  for  the  honour  and' dignity  of  bis  crown, 
but  tbe  peace  and  securi^  of  this  kingdom. 
And  I  bsre  bis  Majesty's  special  ^command  to 
assure  ]|rou  expressly,  m  bis  Majesty's  name, 
that  it  is  l)is  determined  resolution,  that  upon 
such  augmentation,  a  number  of  elective 
troops,  not  less  than  12,000  men,,commi88ioned 
and  non-commissioned  officers  included,  shall, 
at  all  times,  except  in  cases  of  invasion  or  re- 
bellion in  Great  Britain,  be  kept  within  this 
kingdom,  for  the  better  defence  thereof.'' 
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ment,  for  the  information  of  parliameDt, 
and  for  the  aatiafection  of  tbe  public  He 
has  given  us  a  number  of  pkusible  reason 
for  their  nothavii^yet  been  able  tofioisli 
theaccoimt;  but,  as  far  as  lamableto 
recollect,  he  has  not  yet  ^en  us  tbe 
smallest  reason  to  hope  that  it  eyer  will  be 
finished,  or  that  it  ever  will  be  hud  before 
parliament. 

My  lords,  I  am  not  unpractised  in  bu- 
siness, and  if,  with  all  that  apparent  di- 
gence,  and  all  that  assistance,  which  the 
noble  duke  speaks  of,  the  accounts  io 
jguestion  have  not  yet  been  made  up,  I  an 
convinced  there  must  be  a  defect  lo  mbk 
of  the  public  offices,  which  ought  to  be 
strictly  enquired  into,  and  severely  pa* 
nished.    But,  my  lords,  the  waste  of  the 
public  money  is  not  of  itself  so  importtnt 
as  the  pernicious  ptiipose  to  which  we 
have  reason  to  suspect  that  money  his 
been  applied.    For  some  years  psst,  there 
has  been  an  infltix  of  wealth  into  this 
country,  which  has  been  attended  vitb 
many  fatal  consequences,  because  it  bis 
not  been  the  regubur,  natural  produce  of 
labour  and  industry.    Tbe  riches  of  Asia 
have  been  poured  in  upon  us,  sndhvre 
brotiffht  witn  them  not  only  Asiatic  lav 
ury,  put,  I  fear,  Asiatic  principles  of  go- 
vernment.   Without  connections,  wltboot 
any  natural  interest  in  the  soil,  the  in- 
porters  of  foreign  gold  have  forced  theii 
way  into   parlmment,    by  such  a  tor- 
rent of  private  corruption,  as  no  printe 
hereditary  fortune  cotild  resist  My  lonl^ 
I  say  notbmff  but  what  is  within  the  know- 
ledge  of  us  ml ;  the  corruption  of  the  peo* 
pie  is  the  great  original  cause  of  tbe  de- 
contents  of  the  people  themselres,  of  the 
enterprise  of  the  crown,  and  the  notoriouf 
decay  of  the  mtemal  vigour  of  the  coasti; 
tution.     For  this  great  evil  some  immedi- 
ate  remedy  must  be  provided;  and  1  cod* 
fess,  my  lords,  I  did  hope,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's servants  would  not  have  suffisredso 
many  years  of  peace  to  elapse,  witbouj 
paying  some  attention  to  an  object,  which 
ought  to  engage  and  interest  us  all*  l 
flattered  myself  I  should  see  some  barpeis 
thrown  up  in  defence  of  the  coostittttii^t 
some  impediment  formed  to  stop  the  rtp^ 
progress  of  corruption.    I  doubt  not  we 
all  agree  that  scAething  must  be  done- 
I  shSl  offer  my  thoughts,  such  as  thef 
are,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Hoi^< 
and  I  wish   that  eveiy  noble  lord  vitf 
hears  me  would  be  as  readva^I  ^^ 
contribute  his  opinion  to  this  mipo^^ 
service.    I  will  not  call  my  own  96J^ 
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ments  crude  and  indigested;  it  would  be 
unfit  for  me  to  ofier  any  th;ng  to  your 
lordshijps,  which  I  had  not  well  considered; 
and  this  subject,  I  own,  has  long  occupied 
ray  thoughts.  I  wiJi  now  give  them  to 
your  loroships  without  reserve. 

Whoever  understands  the  theory  of  the 
£oglish  constitution,  and  will  compare  it 
with  the  ^t,  must  see  at  once  how  widely 
thev  differ.     We  must  reconcile  them  to 
each  other,  if  we  wish  to  save  the  liberties 
of  this  country ;  we  must  reduce  our  po- 
litical practice,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to 
our  pnncipks.    Tlie  constitution  intended 
that  there  should  be  a  permanent  relation 
between  the  constituent  and  representative 
body  of  the  people.      Will  any  man  af- 
firm, that,  as  the  House  of  Commons  is 
DOW  formed,  that  relation  is  ifi  any  degree 
preserved  ?  My  lords,  it  is  not  preserved. 
It  is  destroyed.    Let  us  be  cautious,  how- 
ever, how  we  have  recourse  to  violent  ex- 
pedients. 

The  boroughs  of  this  country  have  pro- 
perly enough  been  called  the  rotten  parts  of 
the  constitution.'  I  have  lived  In  Cornwall, 
snd,  without  entering  into  any  invidious 
particularity,  have  seen  enougn  to  justify 
the  appellation.  But  in  my  judgment, 
iQy  lords,  these  borotfghs,  corrupt  as  they 
are,  roust  be  consider^  as  tlie  natural  in- 
firmity of  the  constitution.  Like  the  in- 
firmities of  the  body,  we  must  bear  them 
vith  patience,  and  submit  to  carry  them 
about  with  us.  The  limb  is  mortified, 
but  amputation  might  be  death. 

Let  us  try,  my  lords,  whether  some 
gentler  remedies  may  not  be  discovered. 
iiince  we  cannot  cure  the  disorder,  let  us 
eodeavour  to  infuse  such  a  portion  of  new 
jiealth  into  the  constitution,  as  nuy  enable 
it  to  support  its  most  inveterate  diseases. 
The  representation  of  the  counties  is,  I 
iiink,  still  preserved  pure  and  uncor- 
[upted.  That  of  the  great  cities  is  on  a 
boting  equally  respectable;  and  there 
ife  many  of  the  larger  trading  towns, 
i^hich  still  preserve  their  independence. 
!*he  infusion  -of  health,  which  I  now  al- 
ide  to,  would  be  to  permit  every  county 
)  elect  one  member  more,  in  addition  to 
leir  present  representation.  The  knights 
fthe  shires  approach  nearest  to  thecon- 
itutional  representation  of  thecountry,be- 
luse  they  represent  thesoil.  It  is  not  in  the 
ttle  dependent  boroughs,  it  is  in  the  great 
ities  and  counties  that  the  strength  and 
gour  of  the  constitution  resides,  and  by 
lem  alone,  if  an  unhappy  question  should 
rer  rise,  will  the  constitution  be  honestly 
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and  firmly  defended.  I  would  incrfease  that 
strength,  because  I  think  it  is  the  only  se- 
curity we  have  against  the  profligacy  of 
the  times,  the  corruption  or  the  people, 
and  the  ambition  of  the  crown. 

I  think  I  have  weighed  every  possible 
objection  that  can  be  raised  against  a  plan 
of  this  nature ;    and  I  confess  I  see  but 
one,  which,  to  me,  carries  any  appear- 
ances of  solidity.    It  may  be  ^aid«  per- 
haps, tMt  when  the  act  passed- for  uniting 
the  two  kingdoms,  the  number  of  persons 
who  were  to  represent  the  whole  nation  in 
parliament  was  proportioned  and  fixed  on 
for  ever — ^That  this  limitation  is  a  funda- 
mental article,  and  cannot  be  altered  with- 
out haasarding  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
My  lords,  no  man  who  hears  me  can 
have  a  greater  reverence  for  that  wise 
and  important  act,  than  I  have.     I  revere 
the  memory  of  that  sreat  prince  who  first, 
formed  the  plan,  and  of  those  illustrious 
patriots  who  carried  it  into  execution.  As 
a  contract,  every  article  of  it  dbould  be 
inviolable ;    as  the  common  basis  of  the 
strength  and  happiness  of  two  nations, 
ever}'  article  of  it  should  be  sacred.    I 
hope  I  cannot  be  suspected  of  conceiving 
a  tnought  so  detestable,  as  to  propose  ah 
advantage  to  one  of  the  contracting  par- 
ttes  at  the  expence  of  the  other.    No, 
my  lords,  I  mean  that  the  benefit  should 
be  universal,  and  the  consent  to  receive 
it  unanimous.    Nothing  less  than  a  most 
urgent  and    important   occasion   should 
persuade  me  to  vary  even  from  the  letter 
of  the  act ;  but  there  uno  occasion,  how- 
ever   urgent,    however   important,    that 
should  ever  induce  me   to  depart  from 
the  spirit  of  it.    Let  that  spirit  be  religi- 
ously preserved.    Let  us  follow  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  representation  or  the 
two    countries  was  proportioned  at  the 
Union ;  and  when  we  increase  the  number 
of  representatives  for.  the  English  coun- 
ties, let  the  shires  of  Scotland  be  allowed 
an  equal  privilege.    On  these  terms,  and 
while  the  proportion  limited  by  the  Union 
is  preserved  by  the  two  nations,  I  appre- 
hend that  no  man  who  is  a  friend  to  eitiier, 
will  object  to  an  alteration,  so  necessary 
for  the  security  of  both.     I  do  not  speak 
of  the  authority  of  the  legislature  to  carry 
such  a  measure  into  effect,    because  I 
imagine  no  man  will  dispute  it.     But  I 
would  not  wish  the  legislature  to  interpose 
by  an  exertion  of  its  power  alone,  with- 
out the  cheerful  concurrence  of  all  par- 
ties.   My  object  is  the  happiness  and  se- 
curity of  the  two  nations,  and  I  would 
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not  wish  to  obtain  it  without  their  mntiial 
consent. 

My  lords,  besides  my  warm  approba- 
tion of  the  motion  made  by  the  noble 
lord,  I  have  a  natural  and  personal  plea- 
sore  in  rising  up  to  second  it  I  consider 
toy  seconding  feus  lordship's  motion,  and 
I  would  wish  it  to  be  considered  by  others, 
as  a  public  demonstration  of  that  cordial 
union,  which,  I  am  happy  to  affirm,  sob- 
aists  between  us;  of  my  attachment  to 
those  principles  which  he  has  so  well  de- 
fendeo,  and  of  my  respect  for  his  person. 
There  has  been  a  time,  my  lords,  when 
those  who  wished  well  to  neither  of  us, 
who  wished  to  see  us  separated  for  ever, 
found  a  sufficient  gn^cation  for  their 
malignity  against  us  both.  But  that  time 
is  hf^pify  at  an  end.  The  friends  of  this 
country  will,  I  doubt  not,  hear  with 
pleasure,  that  the  noble  lord  and  his  friends 
are  now  united  with  me  and  mine,  upon  a 
principle  which,  I  trust,  will  make  our 
union  indissoluble.  It  is  not  to  possess 
or  divide  the  emoluments  of  goremment ; 
but,  if  possible,  to  save  the  state.  On 
this  ground  we  met ;  on  this  eround  we 
Mand,  firm  and  inseparable.  No  ministe- 
rial artifices,  no  private  ofiers,  no  secret 
aeducUon,  can  divide  us.  United  as  we 
■re,  we  can  set  the  profoundest  policy  of 
the  present  ministry,  their  grand,  their 
onlj  arcanum  of  government,  their  divide 
€t  impera^  at  defiance. 

I  nope  an  early  danr  will  be  agreed  to 
for  considering  tne  State  of  the  Nation. 
My  infirmities  must  fall  heavily  upon  me 
indeed,  if  I  do  not  attend  my  duty  that 
day.  When  I  consider  my  age  and 
unhappy  state  of  health,  I  feel  how  little  I 
am  personally  intererted  in  the  event  of 
any  political  question :  but  I  look  forward 
to  otners,  and  am  determined,  as  far  as 
my  poor  ability  extends,  to  convey  to 
those  who  come  after  me,  the  blessings 
which  I  cannot  Ipng  hope  to  enjoy  myself. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  24th  day  of 
January,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
State  of  the  Nation.  But  at  that  time 
there  being  no  Lord  Chancellor,  the  mo- 
tion was  adjourned  to  the  2nd  of  Fe- 
bruary.^ 

*  •'  On  the  38tb  of  January,  the  duke  of 
Grafton  resigned  his  situation  or  first  lord  of  the 
Treasury ;  lord  North  was  appointed  his  suc- 
cessor, and  measures  were  taken  to  fill  up  the 
vacancies  occasioned  by  other  resignations. 
Lord  Halifax  was  appointed  lord  privy  seal,  in 
lieu  of  the  earl  of  Bristol,  who  beoime  groom 
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Debaie  in  the  Cammom  on  a  Motion  for 
the  Redresi  ofGrievances  prrtjoat  to  gnxu 
itig  a  Supply*J}  January  24p.  The  otdes 
of  the  oay  being  read,  for  gobg  mto  a 
•Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  Serjeant  Gfynn  rose  and  said: 

Sir ;  the  only  point  in  which  oar 
present  ministers  seem  to  concern  tbon- 
selves  about  the  people  of  this  coantiy,  is 
to  ^et  their  money ;  but  the  only  pomtin 
which  the  people  of  this  coontiy  should 
concern  themselves  about  our  present  mi* 
ni^ters,  is  a  redress  of  grievances.  The 
power  of  granting  or  witmioldbg  asupplj, 
IS  at  once  our  honour  and  our  strength. 
If  we  avail  ourselves  of  it,  weshallbeferr 
just  to  our  constituents  and  posterity;  k 
we  do.  not,  we  shall  be  traitors  to  both. 
If  we  make  a  redress  of  grievances  the 
condition  of  granting  a  supply,  grievancei 
will  be  redressed;  and  late  experieDce 
has  too  plainly  proved,  that  aredreuof 
grievances  is  no  other  way  to  be  obtsmed: 
to  withhold  a  supply  is  a  quiet  and  iOent 
exertion  of  that  power,  which  the  conti- 
tution  has  put  into  our  hands :  it  is  with* 
out  tumult  and  without  danger :  it  is  ss- 
sertmg  a  popular  right  for  animportrnt 
purpose,  witnout  insuitiog  govenment: 
and  is  liable  to  none  of  the  objectioDs 
which  have  civen  occasion  to  the  displty 
of  so  much  eloquence,  against  other  oei' 
sures,  eaualiy  constitutional,  that  hsveio- 
e£fectually  been  taken  for  the  same  pur* 
pose  witnout  doors.  I  am  therefore  tf 
opinion,  that  the  grievances  which  hire 
been  complained  of  m  the  kingdom,  should 
be  enquired  into,  in  a  committee  for  the 
redress  of  grievances,  before  we  go  into  a 
committee  for  granting  a  supply. 

Mr.  Ongleif : 

Sir;  I  stand  up  to  second  theo|^ 
nion  of  my  worthy  fnend,  that  we  shoal 
now  follow  the  example  of  those  froi 
whom  we  have  derived  the  liberty  ftf 
which  we  contend :  the  nation  from  erejf 
quarter  is  complaining  that  the  pub' 
rightt  are  invaded,  and  shall  we  give  tha 
that  invade  them  the  public  money?  N< 
tional  money  is  granted  for  naticmal "" 
poses ;  and  if  those  with  whom  it  has 

of  the  stole ;  Welbore  Ellis  was  made  oofj 
the  rice -treasurers  of  Ireland,  instead  of  J^ 
Grenrille ;  Charles  Fox  was  appointed  i 
of  the  admiralty  ;  and  aAer  some  tioKi 
Thurlow  was  made  solicitor-general,  inst«"  • 

•  Piom  the  Gsotieman's  llagasias> 
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eDtrosted  have  perverted  it  to  aiuwer  the 
sdfish  aod  oppreBsive  views  of  an  iniquit- 
ous factioDi  snail  we  trust  them  with  more  ? 

Lord  North  : 

I  think.  Sir,  that  the  gentlemen 
who  propose  to  withhold  a  supply,  in  order 
to  compel  administration  into  their  mea- 
sures, pay  us  a  compliment  which  they  do 
not  intend :  they  suppose^  that  with  the 
tenderness  of  a  true  parent,  we  should 
rather  part  with  the  chud  to  a  false  daim- 

Hr. Dunning;  who,  notwithetanding  his  resis- 
utioo,  bad  hpld  the  office  till  a  successor  shouTd 
be  Dominated."    Adolpbus. 

^  To  the  great  astonishment  of  the  nation, 
the  duke  of  Grafton,  on  (be  S8tb  of  Janoa^ 
nagnefH  his  office  of  first  lord  of  the  treasury. 
Lord  Camden  aod  Mr.  Dunning,  bis  chief  sup- 
porters in  their  respectiye  houses,  bad  shewn 
(hemselyes  inimical  to  the  measures  which  had 
been  recently  pnrsned ;  besides,  the  duke  of 
Grafton  professed  himself  the  political  pupil  of 
the  illnstrioiM  Chatham ;  aod  though,  daring 
the  illncas  aod  inaction  of  that  statesman,  he 
Juui  swer? ed  from  his  principles,  opinions,  and 
naiims,  be  still  arowed  the  highest  feneration 
for  his  character  and  sentiments.  Perfectly 
recorered,  lord  Chatham  was  now  returned  to 
parliament,  and  with  his  wonted  ? igoor  attack- 
ed the  system  and  measures -of  admiOistration. 
The  opposition  of  all  his  ablest  friends,  Grafton 
eoald  not  endure.  In  addition  to  these  causes, 
ve  may  llud  another  probable  reason  for  the 
ilereiicUon  of  tus  post.  Junius,  indefatigable 
ia  raking  together  calamnious  anecdotes,  and 
feiterous  in  bestowing  on  them  the  appemnoe 
)f  truth,  bad  made  the  nriTate  as  well  ss  the 
public  conduct  of  this  nobleman  the  chief  butt 
if  his  satire,  and  for  his  actions  assi^ed  the 
most  contemptible  and  unworthy  motives.  He 
most  be  either  grossly  stupid  or  stoically  mag- 
isoimous,  either  less  or  greater  than  ordinary 
sen,  who,  though  conscious  of  innocenoe,  can 
Mr  with  indifference  powerful  calumny  that 
vodncea  general  belief.  The  duke  of  Grafton, 
cgardiog  bis  character,  was  so  much  moved 
>y  the  letters  of  Junius,  that  they  certainly 
0- operated  with  other  causes  in  impelling  him 
>  resign."     Biaset. 

<*  On  the  98th  of  January,  the  duke  of  Graf- 
la  onezp«ctedly  rcsiffncd  bis  office  as  first 
lid  oommianioner  of  the  Treasury ;  and  lord 
forth,  who  bud  now  been  two  years  cban- 
ellor  of  tlie  Rzcbequer,  was  nominated  his 
lecessor.  Thus  was  at  length  formed  that 
imuns  administration,  which  exercised  the 
Dwers  of  government  for  twelve  successive 
ean ;  aod  which,  not  deriving  a  single  ray  of 
lasoQ  from  the  errors  of  their  predecessors,  by 
leir  rash,  violent,  and  vindictive  measures, 
look  the  migbtif  and  majestic  fabric  of  the 
ritish  empin  to  its  very  foundation. 


imt,  than  see  it  wounded  to  death;  while 
they,  with,  the  unfeeling  obduracy  of  a 
pretended  mother,  would  mudi  rather  see 
It  fiill  a  sacrifice  to  their  groundless  pre- 
tenoes,  than  alive  in  the  bosom  that  would 
protect  and  cherish  it.  Thev  would  be 
content  that  public  credit  should  sink,  and 
public  business  stand  still,  provided  they 
could  gratify  the  malice  of  disappointed 
interest  or  ambition ;  but  they  hope  that 
our  feelings  for  the  public  are  more  keen, 
and  that  we  shall  incur  any  inconvenienoe 
rather  than  say  the  nation  should  suffer. 

**^  The  character  of  the  nobleman  who  at  this 
crisis  volnntarily  relinquished  the  helm  of.  go- 
vernment, has  been,  m  consequence  of  the 
violent,  not  to  say  the  malignant  and  lactione 
spiift  which  predonunated  under  bis  adminis*' 
tratioD,  grossly  mbrepresented. '  Educated  in 
the  purest  prmciples  of  ancient  Wbiggism,  for 
a  zealous  attachment  to  which  his  grace's  an« 
cestors  had  from  the  era  of  the  Revolution  been 
conspicuously  distinguished,  he  made  an  early 
and  orilUant  entrance  Into  public  life,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  earl  of  Chatham,  who,  in  a 
manner  not  to  be  resisted,  urged  his  aceeptanee 
of  the  Treasury,  wbkh,  the  duke,  en  toe  first 
ofilnr,  had  positively  deduied.  The  nafbrtu  * 
nate  illness  and  consequent  incapacity  of  that 
nobleman  proved  the  source  of  mfioite  incon- 
venience ;  and  the  duke  of  Grafioo,  deprived 
of  the  powerful  support  which  he  expected 
from  the  wisdom,  experience,  and  popularity 
of  ^is  illustrious  friend  and  coadjutor,  was  in 
points  of  qp«ftt  moment  opposed  and  over-ruled 
m  the  cabmet;  though,  in  the  detosive  hope  «r 
more  propitious  times,  he  was  reloctaatly  per- 
suaded to  continue  at  the  head  of  affairs ;  th* 
ostennble  patron*of  measures  which  he  in  rsaUtj 
discountenanced  and  disapproved. 

**  The  dismission  of  lord  Camden,  iiyuri- 
ously  imputed  to  the  influence  of  the  duke  of 
Grafton,  was  in  fact  the  immediate  cause  of 
his  grace^s  resignation ;  and  the  friendship 
which  had  long  subsisted  between  these  two 
noblemen,  suffered  no  interruption  in  coase 
quence  of  the  unhappy  pohUcal  differenoea 
now  prevailing.  The  late  minister,  neverthe- 
less, on  his  secession  from  office,  was  far  from 
joining  the  standard  of  opposition ;  and  on  the 
ffnnd  popular  question  of  the  Middlesex  elec- 
tion, however  farther  reflection  might  sugmt 
the  ides,  or,  to  speak  more  properly,  enforce 
the  conviction  of  the  total  expediency  of  the 
measures  adopted  by  government ;  ne  at  no 
subsequent  pcniod,  even  when  his  eonneetkMS 
I  with  the  Court  was  entirely  dissolved,  appearad 
at  all  to  recede  from  his  original  opinion  re- 
apecting  the  constitutional  and  parliamentary 
rectitude  of  the  vote  of  incapacitation.  And 
the  wbole  tenor  of  this  nobleman's  political  life 
has  sufficiently  evinced,  that  be  was  incapable 
of  acting  in  a  manner  which  be  conceived  to 
be  in  any  respect  contrary  to  the  true  and 
essential  uterests  of  bis  country.'^    Belsham. 
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But  do  Ihej  not  know,  that  if  tihe  hand 
will  not  feed  the  belly,  they  must  both 
perish  together ;  and  that  they  themselves 
are  members  of  that  very  body  which  thev 
would  destroy.  But  after  all,  what  evi- 
dence have  we  that  there  are  public  griev« 
ances,.  which  demand  an  enquiry :  that  a 
number  of  ignorant  mechanics  and  rustics 
have  been  treated  in  one  place  with  beer, 
and  broke  windows  in  another,  is  true: 
are  these  the  mevances  into  which  we  are 
to  enquire  ?  Tnat  soQue  persons  whose  share 
in  the  public  interest,  and  rank  in  life  should 
have  taught  better,  have  treated  these  rus- 
tics and  mechanics,  and  taught  them,  in  the 
jollity  of  their  drunkenness,  to  cry  out  that 
they  were  undone,  is  also  true :  are  these 
then  the  grievances  into  which  we  are  tOfbn- 
quire  i  If  these  are  not,  I  know  of  none ; 
the  nation  is  quiet  and  content,  except 
where  tumult  and  discontent  are  industri- 
ously excited ;  and  shall  the  annual  sup- 
ply be  withheld,  shall  every  purpose  of 
government  be  suspended?  shaU  the  pub- 
c  cjreditors  be  unpaid,  and  the  army  and 
the  navy. want  clothes  and  bread,  because 
the  drunken  and  the  ignorant  have  been 
liiade  dupes  to  the  crafty  and  the  factious, 
signed  papers  that  they  have  never  read, 
and  determined  questions  that  they  do 
not  know ;  roared  against  oppression  and 
tyranny,  with  licentiousness  that  makes 
hberty  bliish,  and  staggered  home  with 
impunity,  swearing  they  were  in  danger 
of  slavery,  while  w&iy  one  tb^  met,  who 
did  net  join  in  their  cry,  was  in  danger  of 
ar  broken  head  ?  I  will  venture  to  affirm, 
that  among  all  the  grievances  that  are 
preteiided,  if  all  of  them  were  real,  there 
IS  9ot  one  that  threatens  the  nation  with 
half  the  mlfichi^f  that  would  accrue  from 
the  proposed  delay  in  granting  proper 
siappiies  of  money  for  public  business^ 

Mr.  Ongley  again : 

I  am  astonished.  Sir,  to  hear  argu- 
ments made  use  of  against  our  now  going 
into  a  committee  of  supply,  which  tend 
immediately  to  prove*  that  a  supply  should 
never  be  suspended  upon  any  account; 
and  I  again  affirm,  that  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  exert  this  ancient,  this  important, 
tois  constitutional  powet^y'and  that 

Hei<e  be  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Speaker,  for  speaking  a  second  time  to 
the  merits  of  the  question,  when  he  should 
]bave  confined  himself  tQ  thp  explanation. 

Mr.  CorwjoaU : 

^ir ;  1  am  perfectly  oTopinioi^  irith 
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my  worthy  friend,  who  has  been  called  to 
order :  if  the  argument  that  he  was  about 
to  answer  proves  any  thing,  it  proves  too 
much ;  it  proves  that  whatever  use  vmj 
be  made  of  the  public  money,  public 
money  must  be  granted  whenever  there  is 
a  ministerial  requisition,  without  hesita- 
tion, enquiry,  or  delay  a  I  know  not  whe- 
ther I  should  not  rather  be  glad  than 
sorry,  to  hear  such  sentiments  advanced, 
however  I  abhor  their  tendency,  because 
it  ascmains  the  principles  and  designs 
of  those  who  advance  them,  andjostiiics 
the  opinion  which  has  been  formed  of 
them,  and  a  steady  and  warm  oppositioA 
to  their  measures.     The  mischiefs,  Sir, 
that  may  arise  from  a  delay  m  graotiog 
tji^supplies,  however  they  may  have  been 
magnified  like  a  dwarf  in  his  shadow,  are 
at  most  transient,  but  those  which  tlie 
measure  is  intended  to  obviate,  are  perpe- 
tual.   It  is  very  easy  to  talk  of  the  judg- 
ment of  Solomon,  and  the  belly  and  mem- 
bers, from  Scripture  History  and  ^op's 
Fables;  and  if  I  was  disposed  to  shew  nay 
learning,  1  could  produce  the  highest  ao- 
therity  in  favour  of  temporary  suflbings, 
to  avoid  Xhose  that  are  perpetual,  thoi^ 
future.   It  is  better  to  go  into  heaven  with 
•one  eye,  or  one  hand,  than  having  two,  to 
be  cast  into  hell  fire.     I  am  of  opinion, 
that  the  right  of  making  the  redress  ot* 
grievances,  a  condition  of  the  grant  of 
supplies,  is  a  constitutional  right,  that  it 
may  be  exerted  for  good  purposes,  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  exerted  now. 

Mr.  Dotodestoell  / 

Sir ;  however  ludicrously  some  per* 
sons  mav  affect  to  talk  of  public  discon- 
tents and  grievances,  I  am  <h  opinion,  that 
they  will  SSord  matter  of  very  serious  coo- 
sequences.  Whether  the  petitions  that 
have  been  signed  by  so  many  thousand 
freeholders  of  this  country  are  wdl  or  ill- 
founded,  whether  they  are  the  sense  of  the 
people,  or  of  a  faction,  are  among  other 
things  the  object 'of  our  enquiry.  If^^ 
are  not  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  all  who 
have  signed  the  petitions  are  sensible  of 
the  grievances  complained  of  in  them,  and 
have  determined  the  question  in  their  ova 
judgments,  as  it  is  there  said  to  have  been 
determined ;  neither  surely  are  we  to  take 
it  for  granted,  that  npthing  can  fairly  be 
inferred  from  these  petitions,  but  that  the 
drunken  and  the  ignorant  have  been  vodi 
dupes  to  the  crafly  and  the&ctioos;  to 
oppose  enquiry  is  certainly  no  sign  ofcaor 
fidcnce  in  the^veat ;  the  time  viei  notbi 
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loDg,  and  if  nothinff  more  is  required  in 
order  to  procure  reoress,  but  a  proof  that 
there  has  been  grievances,  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  the  want  of  redress  will  not  long  im- 
pede the  wheels  of  government ;  if  when 
grievaDces  shall  be  put  out  of  doubt,  rey 
dress  shall  be  refusea,  the  progress  of  go* 
vemment  is  no  longer  a  common  benefit, 
and  the  sooner  its  wheels  are  impeded  the 
better. 

Colonel  Barri: 

Among  other  things.  Sir,  that  are 
proper  subjects  of  enquiry  in  the  com« 
mittee  that  is  proposed,  we  must,  as  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  has  ob- 
senred,  include  the  cause  of  the  disturb- 
ances, which  have  been  considered  in  such 
different  lights :  let  me  add,  that  we  should 
also  enquire  why  a  very  considerable  part 
0^  the  King's  dominions  (America)  is 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  civil  power, 
aod  commanded  and  governed  by  the 
urmy;  and  why  persons  who  sit  m  his 
Majesty's  council,  and  are  let  into  the  se- 
crets of  the  cabinet,  come  hither,  and  op- 
pose the  regular  proceedings  of  this  House. 

Lord  North  .• 

The  proceedings  contended  for  are 
lot  regular :  since  the  Revolution,  and 
lince  the  civil  list  has  been  made  perma- 
lent,  it  has  not  been  customary  for  the 
^mmittee  for  the  redress  of  grievances 
osit. 

Mr'  Edmund  Burke  : 

Sir ;  whatever  may  have  been  usual 


it  The  press  has  been  loudly  complamed 
of,  as  exciting  the  public  to  a  breach  of 
their  dutv,  and  crying  out  like  another 
Massaniello,  '  Pull  'em  down,  pull  'em 
down :'  but  let  the  men  who  abused  the 
libertv  of  the  press  on  both  sides  be  pro- 
duced :  let  us  see  who  they  are  that  write 
against  the  opposite  party  <  Pull  'em 
down ;'  I  will  venture  to  avec,  that  those 
on  the  side  of  administration  are  the  worst. 
The  experiment  is  now  trying,  whether 
^e  liberty  of  the  press  be  a  curse  or  a 
blessing :  it  is  easy  to  see  that  it  will  be 
differently  determined  by  different  parties. 
I  see  one  gentleman  (Mr.  Dowdeswell) 
who  has  been  in  parliament,  and  who  has 
had  a  place  but  one  year.  I  see  another 
gentleman  (lord  North)  who  has  also  been' 
twenty  years  in  parliament,  and  has  been 
without  a  place  but  one  year.  These  geti- 
tlemen,  when  place-mongers  are  pros- 
cribed, will  have  very  different  sensations. 
1  see  very  few  on  the  side  of  the  present 
administration,  except  those  that  are  at- 
tached by  golden  hooks,  and  thev  indeed 
enquire  nothing  more  concerning  any 
question,  but  what  are  the  commands  of 
the  day.  Those  who  now  oppose  an  en- 
quiry into  grievances,  have  more  cogent 
reasons ;  they  are  the  persons  from  whom 
these  grievances  arise;  every  gentleman 
who  has  the  true  interest  of  his  country 
at  heart,  every  gentleman  who  sincerely 
approves  of  the  measures  of  administra- 
tion, and  even  the  miubters  themselves,  if 
they  are  conscious  that  no  just  ground  of 
coitiplaint  has  been  given,  will  concur  in 
the  measure   proposed,    which   can    be 
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lermanency  iyf  the  civil  list,  we  know  that 
be  time  has  been,  and  I  will  venture  to 
fim  that  the  time  will  be,  when  we  shall 
nt  examine  grievances  and  then  vote  a 
ipply.  He  who  shrinks  from  a  contest, 
etrays  a  consciousness  that  he  is  weak : 
e  did  not  want  this  proof  of  the  weak- 
ess  of  our  present  mmisters ;  nor  do  we 
ant  any  further  proof  that  they  are  cor- 
ipt,  than  that  they  are  weak.  An  admini- 
ration  that  is  we»k,  must  of  necessity  be 
irrupt;  the  support  that  will  not  be  given 
ust  be  bought :  a  corrupt  administration 
ost  also  of  n^essity  be  an  enemy  to  li- 
irty,  because  liberty  is  an  enemy  to  that : 
ey  will  be  opposed  with  a  zeal  too  ge- 
^roQs  to  be  prudent,  and  will  have  fre^ 
lent  opportunities  to  punish  what  is  laud- 
de  in  itself  for  a  trivial  and  accidental 
icess ;  wishing  for  nothing  more  than  an 
use  of  liberty,  as  a  pretence  to  destroy 
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guilt  has  made  timid,  or  puished  into  mis- 
chievous  consequences  only  by  those  whom 
timidity  has  made  desperate. 

Mr.  Machoorth  : 

Sir;  I  shall  always  think  it  my 
duty  to  act  in  favour  of  government,  as 
far  as  I  think  government  pursues  its 
proper  end  by  proper  means ;  out  though 
1  shall  be  ready  to  support  the  King  here, 
I  shall  not  always  vote  on  one  side,  be* 


He  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Burke, 
for  making  lise  of  the  King's  name. 

Lord  North.  To  use  the  King's  name» 
except  to  influence  the  debate,  is  not  con- 
trary to  order. 

Mr.  Thomas  T&mnshend  said,  that  he 
should  make  no  scruple  to  oppose  the 
King :  up<m  which 
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Lord  Barrington   observed,    that   no 

fentleman  should  say  1  will  oppose  the 
angy  but  I  will  oppose  the  measures  of 
government:  and  that  no  gentletnan 
should  say  of  another  that  he  opposed  the 
King; 'his  lordship  also  occasionally  ob- 
servedy  that  no  administration  was  so  good 
as  it  ought  to  be,  nor  any  opposition  so 
virtuous  as  it  pretended. — Several  other 
members  spoke  in  the  debate,  which  grow- 
ing warm. 

The  Speaier  was  often  applied  to,  to 
call  to  order,  and  often  reorehended  by 
the  opposite  party,  upon  wnich  he  spoke 
to  the  udlowing  effect : 

It  was  said  by  an  hon.  gentleman  pre- 
sent, that  this  chair  was  not  a  bed  of  roses, 
(see  p.  736,)  and  indeed  it  has  not  been 
a  bed  of  roses  to  me ;  I  have  thought  both 
sides  of  the  House  wrong ;  but  from  what 
has  been  thrown  out,  I  am  almost  afraid 
to  do  my  duty.  The  House  will,  I  hope, 
support  me  if  I  do  right,  if  wrong  condemn 
me,  but  even  then,  I  shall  have  merit  with 
myself  for  my  good  intentions.  If  I  find 
emcourasement,  I  will  stop  disorder,  but 
if  by  so  doing,  I  bring  upon  myself  pique 
and  resentment,  there  is  an  end  of  iL 
When  this  Chair  is  disgraced,  I  will  leave 
it,  that  it  may  not  disgrace  me. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. 


Esaminatum  ofDr,  Musgrave  respect' 
ing  the  Means  by  tohich  the  Eae  Peace  had 
been  obtained.']  January  16.  Sir  Richard 
Bamfylde  saidf  he  had  received  in- 
structions from  his  constituents  in  re-, 
spect  to  a  complaint  made  by  Dr.  Mus- 

frave,  who,  in  an  Address  to  the  public, 
ad  arraigned  the  conduct  of  some  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers.  As  to  himself,  he 
knew  nothing  about  circumstances  and 
evidence,  which  the  Doctor  could  bring ; 
but  if  there  was  any  truth  in  the  accusa- 
tion, it  was  incumbent  on  that  House  to 
bring  it  to  light,  and  impeach  the  guilty. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  the  Doctor  could 
make  out  no  evidence  to  support  his 
charge,  the  House  would  determine  what 
was  proper  to  be  .done  with  him.  He 
therefore  moved,  that  the  29th  instant  be 
appomted  for  the  Doctor  to  appear  at  the 
bar  of  the  House,  then  and  there  to  make 
out  his  complaint. 

Mr.  Parker  seconded  the  motion,  as  in- 
structed by  his  constituents  for  the  same 
purpose. 


Sir  G.  Osborne  said,  that,  ss  a  rdaiion 
to  one  of  the  noble  lords  named  in  the 
doctor's  Address  (lord  Halifax)  be  wat 
desired  by  him  to  mention  his  willbgneai 
that  the  enquiry  might  be  made  as  soon  a 
the  House  coiud,  conveniently  for  them- 
selves, agree  to  it.  That  he  (lord  Hali&x) 
would  have  brought  it  on  intheLofds' 
House,  had  not  it  been  for  the  ear\y  pro- 
bability of  its  being  brought  on  io  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Lord  North  spoke  to  the  same  purpose; 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to  witnout  op> 
position :  and  a  messenger  was  sent  to  give 
Dr.  Musgrave  notice. 

January  29.  This  day  Dr.  Musgrave  at- 
tended according  to  order.  He  was  called 
in  and  asked  by  the  Speaker— *<  Didyoo 
publish  an  Address  to  the  county  of  De- 
von, previous  to  the  county  meetbe! 
[A  debate  arising,  he  withdrew.  Called 
in  again.] 

Mr.  speaker.  It  is  my  duty  to  iofom 
you,  that  you  cannot  be  asked  any  qoe^ 
tion  that  can  tend  to  accuse  youiiel£  N« 
improper  questions  will  be  asked  you;  if 
any  such  should  be  attempted,  I  shaD  be 
careful  to  put  a  stop  to  them,  l^thej 
escape  mv  attention,  you  will  give  on 
notice  of  tnein* 

Dr.  Musgrave.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desiie 
no  such  exemption.  I  will  answer  ti 
questions. 

Did  you  publish  an  Address  tothegefi- 
tlemen  of  Devon  ?— I  did,  in  the  Public  Ad- 
vertiser ;  that  is  the  copy  I  acknowledge. 
The  date  I  affixed  was  the  12th  of  Ad* 

Sustlast.     The  2nd  of  September  last » 
le  date  of  the  print. 

Can  you  speak  to  the  contents  of 
Address  ? — ^Yes.     It  was  an  addretf  < 
plaining  of  the  conduct  of  lord  HalHa^ 
refusing  to  examine  a  witness  rdating 
a  chai^  against  certain  great  penr 
which  i  apprehended  it  was  his  dutj  to 

[Paper  shewn  to  him  at  the  bar>  ^ 
part  of  the  St.  James's  Chronicle,  w 
he  looks  over,  and  says,  he  believes  it 
a  true  copy  of  that  published  by  bus 
the  Public  Advertiser.J 

[Paper  brought  up  and  read,  bemg 
Adilress  to  the  county  of  Devon.] 

What  was  the  information  you 
to  give  to  lord  Hali&x  ?  What  was  » 
nature  of  it  ?— I  delivered  it  to  lord  m 
hx  in  writing.  . 

Have  you  a  copy?— Ycfc  ^"fi^ 
true  copy;  I  examined  it  with  that  (^ 
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vend  to  lord  Halifin,  and  it  has  been  in 
my  custody  ever  since.  I  gave  the  ori- 
ginal to  lord  Halifax.  This  is  a  true  copy, 
except,  that  in  this  copy  there  is  a  blank 
for  a  name,  which  was  inserted  in  the 
onginal. 

Is  that  a  true  copy,  excepting  the  blank  i 
—Yes,  it  is.  I  had  two  informants ;  one 
fras  mentioned  in  the  paper  I  delivered  to 
lord  Halifax,  the  other  was  not  mentioned 
there  by  name*  There  •  was  only  one 
)Iank  in  the  original,  and  that  was  for 
the  name  of  an  English  lady.  One  in- 
[ormerwas  there  muned;  the  other  in- 
bnner  was  called  a  French  gentleman. 

Whether  lord  Halifax  did  not  deliver 
)ack  the  p^r  ?— He  did  offer  it  to  me  at 
be  second  meeting.  He  said  I  might 
lave  it.  I  said  I  will  never  take  it  back 
igain. 

Did  you  not  take  it  away  ?— I  did  not. 

leflitwith  him. 

Whether,  when  you  gave  the  paper  to 
srd  Halifkx,  you  Knew  the  name  of  the 
econd  informer  ? — ^I  did. 

[P^per  brought  up.]  He  said,  before 
t  was  delivered  in,  I  did  not  deliver 
his  to  lord  Halifiix,  as  legal  evidence 
gainst  the  noble  lords  mentioned  in  it ; 
never  considered  it  as  such.    This  is  a 

?»7  of  that  I  delivered  to  lord  Hali&z. 
,  aper  read,  viz.] 

brrative  of  Intelligence  received  at  Paris. 

1.  The  first  liint  I  had  of  the  ministry 
Bvine  been  bribed  to  make  the  peace,  was 
t  the  hitter  end  of  the  year  176S,  for  Mon- 

eur in  a 

rivate  conversation  I  had  with  that  gen- 
eman.  The  peace  happening  to  be 
^ed  of^  he  made  use  of  this  expression, 
On  croit  k  Paris,  que  milord  Bute  a  eu 
^  Pargent  pour  cela."  Though  the  words 
on  croit'  were  pretty  strong,  and  though 
tonsieur  .....  's  connections  gave 
'eat  weight  to  them,  I  considered  the 
ling  as  an  idle  rumour,  and  neither 
ifihed  the  conversation  further  at  that 
ne,  nor  made  any  enquiry  about  it  afler- 
irds. 

2.  It  was  not  till  the  latter  end  of  Nov. 
'64«,  that  I  began  to  think  the  story  more 
irthy  attention.      Being  at   that  time 

company  with  three  gentlemen,  an 
ishman,  a  Scotchman,  and  a  Frenchman, 
dispute  arose  about  the  peace.  The 
ishman  and  myself  condemning  it,  the 
renchman  rajpained  silent,  and  the 
^otchman  alone  approving  it.  The  dis- 
ite  did  not  last  long  l^efore  the  Irishman 


and  the  Scotchman  had  occasion  to  go 
away,  so  that  there  remained  only  the 
Frenchman  and  myself  together.  Our 
conversation  falling  upon  the  same  topic, 
he  told  me  that  he  remembered  to  have 
heard,  a  littie  before  the  duke  of  Bedford's 
n^^tiation,  that  a  sum  of  money,  amount- 
ing to  about  eight  million  of  livres,  had 
been  sent  into  England  to  buy  a  peace ; 
that  the  remittance  hi(d  been  made  by  M* 
de  la  Borde,  and  another  banker,  whose 
name,  he  did  not  know ;  and  that  the  way 
this  came  to  be  known,  was  by  the  clerks 
talking  of  it  among  themselves  after  din- 
ner. He  added,  that  being  himself  in 
company  with  several  gentlemen*  who 
were  giving  their  conjectures,  whether  the 
peace  would  hold  or  no,  one  of  the  com- 
pany decided  the  question,  by  saying, 
*  Nous  aurons  la  paix  certainement,  car 
nous  Pavons  achetee.'  This  was  all  I 
heard  the  first  interview. 

I  communicated  this  account  the  next 
morning  to  a  Mr.  Stuart,  my  patient,  who 
lived  in  the  Rue  de  a'Echelle,  with  a  Mr. 
Maclean.  Mr.  Maclean  was  then  gone 
out,  but  upon  his  coming  in,  I  repeated  it 
to  him.  It  occurred  to  me,  during  my 
conversation  with  Mr.  Stuart,  as  it  did 
afterwards  to  Mr.  Maclean,  that  the  fact  of 
money  being  sent  over  might  be  true,  but 
that  the  destination  of  it  might  be  a  mis* 
take :  that,  in  short,  it  might  be  intended 
for  no  other  nurpose  than  to  buy  up  Eng- 
lish stocks,  for  the  sake  of  selling  them 
soon  after  at  an  advanced  price.  This  ac- 
count appeared  so  natural,  that  I  went 
home  in  (almost)  a  fidl  persuasion  of  its 
being  really  the  case. 

4.  The  same  day,  or  the  day  after,  I 
saw  the  same  Frenchman,  my  inform- 
ant, again.  I  put  this  objection  to 
him.  He  answered  readily,  No ;  that  was 
not  the  case.  I  knew  very  well,  continued 
he,  that  M.  de  la  Borde  sent  over  a  very 
large  order  for  stocks,  by  the  Sardinian 
embassador's  courier :  but  the  money  I 
speak  of  was  before  that  time,  and  at  least 
a  month  or  two  before  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford's arrival.  Besides,  I  can  tell  you  the 
people  to  whom  it  was  distributed.  It  was 
divided  among  three  persons :  lord  Bute— 
here  he  hesitated  for  a  minute  or  two.  I 
mentioned  to  him  the  name  of  Lord  Hol- 
land. He  answered,  No,  it  was  not  lord 
Holland  ;  that  was  not  the  name  ;  it  was 

Mr.  Fox.    The  third,  added  he, 

was  a  lady,  whose  name  I  do  not  recollect. 
This,  I  am  pretty  sure,  was  all  that  passed 
upon  the  subject  at  our  second  interview. 
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5.  The  third  intenrieir  was,  I  beliere,  on 
Monday  the  third  of  December.  I  then 
asked  him  whellier  the  third  person, 
whose  name  he  could  not  recollect,  was 
not  ■  ■  ?  He  answered.  No,  it  was  not. 
That  he  had  heard  the  name;  that  it 
being  a  name  no  way  familiar  to  him,  he 
could  not,  at  such  a  distance  of  time,  recol« 
lect  it  of  himself ;  but  if  it  was  mentioned, 
he  believed  he  should  know  it.  At  pre* 
•ent,  added  he,  I  only  remember  that  k 
was  a  lady,  and  the  mistress  of  a  man  of 
great  quality. 

6.  1  had  hitherto'  made  no  enquiries 
about  his  authorities.  But  reflecting, 
that  a  person  who  could  know  all  these 
particulars,  must  have  been  very  near  the 
source,  I  thought  proper  to  ask  him,  the 
next  time  I  saw  him,  from  whom  he  had 
his  information.  He  answered,  from  an 
officer,  who,  at  that  time,  fumbhed  plans 
to  the  duke  de  Choiseul's  office,  was  of 
course  greatly  connected  with  it,  and 
moreover  dined  every  day  with  the  prin- 
cipal people  of  the  office;  and  there, 
aaded  he,  at  table,  did  these  gentlemen 
talk  over  the  affair,  not  vnthout  some  sa- 
tisfaction at  its  being  concluded.  Further, 
says  he,  this  officer,  who  is  now  at 
Cayenne,  reasoned  thus  with  me  about  it: 
Is  it  not  better  to  buy  a  peace  at  the 
ezpence  of  ten  millions,  than  to  spend 
three  hundred  millions  (if  we  could  raise 
them)  to  fit  our  army  for  the  field,  which 
army,  so  fitted  out,  could  not  possibly  do . 
us  any  material  service. 

?•  1  had  a  curiosity,  continued  he,  to 
hear  what  the  Sardinian  ambassador's  se- 
cretary, who  was  a  great  acquaintance  of 
mine,  would  say  to  this.  Happening  to 
meet  him  soon  ader,  I  told  him  it  was  re- 
ported the  English  had  given  a  great  sum 
to  madame  Pompadour,  to  buy  a  peace, 
and  asked  him  if  it  was  true.  The  an- 
swer he  made  me  was  in  these  words; 
**  Ah,  que  vous  etes  bdte !  les  Anglois 
donnent  de  I'ar^ent  ?  et  pourquoi  fiiire  ? 
oui,  oui,  on  a  donn^e  de  I'argent.'' 

8.  He  further  said,  that  upon  Monsieur 
Bussy's  return  from  England,  one  of  his 
secretaries  having  dropped  some  hints  in 
company,  3  un  souper^  of  what  was  going 
on  in  England,  was  taken  up  and  put  into 
the  Bastile,  that  he  might  not,  by  any  fur- 
ther indiscretion,  discover  the  whole 
affiiir. 

9.  Upon  my  mentioning  an  intention  of 
going  to  England  with  the  news,  he  added, 
that  the  whole  detail  of  the  transaction 
might  be  known,  either  from  Monsieur 


D'Eor;  if  he  chose  to  discover  it,  or  fn» 
Monsieur  L'Escallier,  a  wine  merdiantiQ 
London,  whom  the  duke  de  Nivenois 
made  use  of  as  a  secretary. 

10.  I  pressed  him  about  theaotheDti* 
city  and  certainty  of  bis  accoimt;  bis  to. 
swer  was,  as  to  myself,  ^  Je  le  crobau* 
tant  que  je  crois  ma  propre  existence." 
He  assured  me  likewise,  that  theafiir 
was  shamefuUy  notorious  in  some  bouses 
at  Paris :  *^  L'affiiire  faisoit  mime  ton* 
dale  dans  des  certaines  maisons  a  Paris." 

1 1.  I  think  it  necessary  to  take  notice 
of  one  variation,  and  the  only  one  that  I 
observed  in  this  account.  In  tbe  first  ia< 
terview  he  mentioned  the  turn  of  eigbt 
millions  of  livrea.  In  a  subsequent  one 
(I  forget  which)  he  silid,  between  fiie 
and  ei^t  millions ;  possibly  this  migbtbe 
owing  to  his  having  heard  the  sum  named 
in  Enslish  money,  and  never  hiviog  pm 
himself  the  trouble  of  reducing  it  to 
French ;  because  the  last  time  1  talked 
with  him  upon  the  subject,  when  1  desiied 
to  know,  as  near  as  possible,  the  exai 
sum,  he  took  a  little  time  to  recoDect 
himself,  and  then  sud,  between  eigbt  aod 
ten  millions  of  lirres ;  that  is,  contiaoed 
he,  in  English,  four  hundred  tboonad 
guineas. 

Have  you  any  thing  more  to  aajl-I 
have,  I  am  ready  to  say  afl  I  know. 

Were  those  all  the  papers  you  delivered 
to  lord  Halifax  ?— No ;  several  other  let- 
ters. 

Did  yoa  give  lord  Halifia  any  adxr 
information  ?— I  did. 

Have  you  those  letters,  or  copies  ^ 
those  you  delivered -to  lord  Halifii^iM 
have  [delivers  in  a  book] ;  the foorfinj 
letters  are  copies  of  those  which  pa^ 
between  lord  Halifax  and  me^[^ 
brought  up :  and  letters  read.] 

What  was  lord  Halifax's  answer  toth* 
information  i — ^I  would  first  mention  sasfi 
previous  steps.  Lord  Hertford  banal 
asked  me,  if  I  thought  it  matter  of  Airtto 
enquiry,  I  went  to  lord  Mansfield;  k 
said,  he  chose  not  to  h^r  it.  I  then  veat 
to  Dr.  Blackstone,  who  read  my  paFo 
information,  and  told  me,  that  I  should 
carry  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State;  that  aa 
Englishman  would  be  averse  to  enqo^ 
into  it.  I  went  to  lord  Halifitf  on  ^ 
10th  of  May;  he  desired  me  to  come  agtf 
that  evening ;  I  then  saw  him :  he  to» 
the  paper  and  read  it,  looked  up  and 
stopped ;  thai  said,  «« I  was  recoUectiBC 
that  that  person  bought  stock  at  that  lu^; 
but  it  might  be  vrith  his  own  vit»^i* 


W]   Meant  hy  tdhich  thehte  Peace  hat  iee»  oUabud.    A.  D.  1770^ 


[7T0 


He  read  my  letter  to  lord  Hertford,  said  it 
rafl  a  proper  one.  He  said,  if  I  had  been 
n  lora  Hertford's  place,  I  would  have 
eat  it  to and  heard  what  he  had 

0  say.  On  reading  the  second  letter,  he 
aid  this  roi^t  be  Ter^  deep ;  I  would 
eadil^  enquire^  but  it  is  an  affair  of  such 
oagDitude ;  and  then  put  a  case  of  a  man's 
»eiDg  robbed  on  Hounslow*  heath,  and  go- 
12  to  justice  Fielding,  and  saying  he  was 
(ribbed  by  a  tall,  thin  man,  and  appre- 
ended  it' was  the  duke  of  Ancaster^^ 
bere  is  no  difference,  only  in  the  size  of 
be  purse.  He  said,  ^*  If  you  had  any 
roof,  I  would  make  no  difficulty  of  tell- 
9g  it  to  my  royal  master."  In  my  letter 
i>  lord  Hertford,  I  mentioned  the  deftc- 
tveness  of  my.  information  as  a  proof  of 
be  truth  of  it.  Lord  Hali&x  said,  «« I 
bink  with  you,  it  is  more  likely  to  be  true,"* 
lom  bis  knowing  only  a  few  circum- 
tances.  The  second  meeting  was  a  few 
aj8  afterwarda.  He  did  not  stick  to  one 
bjectioo.  I  set  down  a  few  arguments  to 
se  to  him,  which  I  lefl  with  him;  I  have 

1  my  pocket  the  same  arguments  which  I 
et  down  a  short  time  after  from  my  re- 
ollection.  This  is  not  a  copy.  [Heads 
16  paper,  in  substance  as  follows :} 

**  Narrative  of  intelligence  is  sufficient 
)f  enquiry,  though  not  for  accusation, 
onfirmed  by  Dr.  Blackstone*  The  first 
ridence  of  all  crimes  is  hearsay ;  rare,  at 
nt,  to  stumble  upon  certainty.  All  of- 
nders  would  escape  if  there  was  no  en** 
ory.  The  high  quality  of  ofienders  is 
^  reason  for  stopping  the  enquiry;  it 
■utt  be  done  speedily :  if  the  common 
Bople  hear  it  and  believe  it,  they  might 
a  justice  after  their  own  manner.  I  re- 
Dmmended  it  to  lord  Halif&x,  as  one  of 
le  French  ministers  is  here,  whether  he 
In  be  excused  for  not  examining  into 

What  said  lord  Halifax  ? — I  have  ac- 
oainted  the  House  with  what  passed  at 
le  first  meeting.  After  that  lora  Halifax 
nde  no  answer  to  the  paper ;  nor  did  he 
Mitrovert  one  of  the  arguments.  I 
ided,  it  would  be  an  imputation  on  his 
lajesty's  servants  not  to  make  the 
B()uiry.  He  said,  that  an  enquiry 
hch  tended  to  make  the  aSur  pub- 
Cf  was  an  accusation.  He  asked  for 
roofs,  and  by  private  enquiry.  I  told 
im  of  D'Eon's  intelligence  to  Mr.  Fitz- 
prbert  and  sir  George  Yonge.  I  referred 
un  to  them ;  aa  to  the  public,  the  whisper 
as  loud.  He  said  D'Eon  was  a  man  of 
ul  character.    I  said  his  character  was 
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good  two  years  ago.  I  shewed  him  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Pitt^  of  which  I  have  • 
copy.    Lord  Halifax  read  it, 

[He  reads  the  copy  of  a  letter,  29th 
December  17649  from  Mr.  Pitt  to  Dr. 
Musgrave.] 

Were  these  all  the  papers  yod  shewed 
lord  Halifax  ? — They  were  all. 

Did  you  acquaint  the  late  Dr.  Blan* 
chard  with  this  f— Never. 

Did  you  shew  lord  Halifax  the  letter 
you  wrote  to  Mr.  Pitt? — ^I  did  not.  I 
had  no  copy. 

What  was  the  profession  of  this  prinel« 
pal  inform^t? — [Question  objected  Uh 
and  given  up.] 

Could  you  have  produced  your  prfaiei* 
pal  informant  to  lord  Halifax  ?— ^o ;  he 
never  asked  me  for  him. 

Was  he  in  your  power  ?— Myanformant 
was  then  at  Paris,  difficult  to  correspond 
with.  If  lord  Hali&x  would  let  me  cor- 
respond with  him  through  government^ 
perhaps  I  might ;  but  it  would  have  beea 
dangerous  to  him. 
.    [Withdrew.    Called  in  again.] ^ 

Mr.  Speaker.  Having  now  finished  aa 
account  of  papers  left  with,  or  shewn  to 
lord  Halifax,  you  may  give  a  further  ac- 
count of  what  passed :  i 

I  have  finished  what  passed  at  the  se* 
cond  meeting,  on  the  14th  of  May.  On 
the  16th  of  May,  I  saw  sir  George  Yonge  i 
I  asked  him  whether  he  had  receivd  a 
message  from  lord  Halifax.  He  said.  No. 
I  told  nim  I  had  used  bis  name,  and  tha 
occasion  of  it.  We  >  have  had  some  con* 
versation.  I  tdd  him  what  I  said  to  lord 
Halifax.  I  understood,  said  sir  George 
Yonge,  that  D'Eon  could  give  evidence. 

[  Withdrew.     Called  in  again.] 

You  will  give  the  whole  account  relating 
to  lord  HaTifax  ?— I  mentioned  the  eon* 
versation  with  sir  George  Yonge,  as  a  ne- 
cessary preparative  to  Uie  thira  conversa* 
tion  with  lord  Halifax.  Sir  George  Yonge 
said,  I  understood  D'Eon  could  give  evi« 
dence,  and  had  also  proofs  upon  paper. 
He  said,  that  some  gentleman  apphed  to 
him  to  be  present  at  a  meeting  ontfab 
subject  as  a  linguist.  He  said  Mr.  PitI 
was  consulted  on  the  occasion.  The  next 
morning  I  saw  Mr.  Fitsherbert,  sir  George 
Yongewastbere*  Mr.  Fitzherbert  expressed 
astonishment  at  my  boldness  in  going  to 
lord  Halifax.  He  said,  he  would  not  haste 
any  thing  of  his  writing  appear.  Mr. 
Fitzherbert  said,*  he  had  inteUigence  the 
French  were  offering  money  to  get 
D'Eon's  pliers  bade    I  went  the 
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*y  to  lord  Halifax,  or  the  next  day. 
But  there  is  one  thing  further :  Mr.  Pita* 
herbert  fiaid^  if  jou  would  carry  on  the 
aflEftir,  you  must  apply  to  Mr.  H.  Cotes, 
he  is  D'£on's  protector.  I  said,  I  aaa  not 
the  accuser,  I  go  no  farther  than  desiring 
an  enquiry.  1  went  to  lord  Halifax ;  I 
told  him  what  I  had  learned  from  sir 
George  Yonge,  that  he  apprehended 
D'Eon  had  papers,  and  that  he  could  give 
direct  eyidence,  and  that  Fitzherbeit  had 
aaid  I  should  go  to  Mr.Cotes.  I  told  him 
I  did  not  chuse  it ;  he  is  a  stranger  to  me, 
and  looked  on  as  a  meddling  man.  Lord 
Haliftx  said,  1  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter.  I  disbelieve  the  chaise : 
if  I  did  believe  it,  as  strongly  as  I  now  dis- 
believe it,  I  should  not  think  this  sufficient 
5 round  to  go  upon.  I  tokl  him  it  was  his 
ttty ;  he  seemed  surprized.  He  said  his 
du^  was  to  toke  care  of  the  state.  I  told 
him  that  Mrs.  Fitaherbert  had  said  the 
French  were  in  treaty  for  D'Eon's  papers. 
I  BMde  my  apology  for  troubling  him--that 
dosed  my  conversation  with  lord  Halifia. 

On  what  day  was  this  conrersation  }— 
The  18th  May,  1765. 

When  lord  Halifax  said, «« that  person,  I 
think,  bought  stock  about  that  thne,**  what 
answer  did  Dr.  Musgrave  give?«->I  did 
■ot  say  any  thinff • 

You  was  asked  whether  the  original  hi- 
formant  was  to  be  produced.  Did  yoi} 
suggest  to  lord  Halifax  any  means  of  get* 
ting  that  mformation  ?— I  don't  know  I 
did. 

-  Were  there  any  means  of  getting  at 
the  man  at  Paris  ?— Very  obvious  onea, 

Sointed  out  by  my  letter  to  lord  Hertford ; 
ut  my  complaint^s  just,  independent  of 
that  imprmation. 

Can  you  recollect  any  thinj^  more  that 
ptned  at  die  first  convemtion  between 
air  George  Yooge  and  you  ?— Yes.  Sir 
Oeoige  Yonge  said  <«  I  will  go  myself  to 
lord  Hatifiuc^  I  said,  there  is  no  occa- 
sion, niy  account  is  sufficient ;  I  would  not 
kare  you  ga 

«  Had  you  any  partkmlar  reason  for  go- 
ing to  sir  Greorge  Yonge  ? — ^In  a  former 
tonversation  with  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  sir 
George  Yonge^s  name  was  mentioned;  no 
other  reason. 

Was  it  not  from  lord  Halifia'te  desfaetD 
get  all  the  information  he  could  ?-*No ; 
there  was  no  desire  in  lord  Halifax  to  get 
any  information. 

Whether  Dr.  Musgrave,  when  he  came 
to  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  at  any  time  said,  that 
he  should  take  d^wn  the  conversation  and 
the  dates  in  writing  .'—No ;  I  did  not,. 


Did  you  tell  us  that  ^  iatesMto 
write  down  that  conversation  to  mske  m 
of  it  hereafter  ?— I  mentioned  nodiing  of 

Was  you  not  introduoed  on  the  fooliof 
of  giving  information  to  me  l^  cs&'t  ny 
on  what  footing  the  common  friend  intro' 
duced  me ;  but  my  intention  wai  to  koov 
from  Mr.  Fitzherbert  what  overtures  had 
been  made  to  him,  or  any  other  penon, 
by  D'Eon :  and  whether  they  agreed  villi 
mine.  The  friend  did  not  go  with  ne^ 
but  gave  me  a  note  to  carry  to  Mr.  Flt^ 
hertot,  which  I  read  to  him;— «  Mr. 
Fitaherbert  will  be  ^toseeDr.Mi^ 
grave  at  such  a  time  m  the  moraing." 

Did  not  that  convey  an  idea  tuiyov 
had  first  desired  to  see  me  ?— Yet ;  that  B 
true. 

What  did  you  say  to  that  fneDd?-4 
can't  recollect  s^  that  I  should  be  gUta 
speak  with  Mr.  Fitzherbert;  to  knovflf 
him,  whether  the  overtures  of  D'Eos  weie 
real  or  not;  and  whom  thef  afecled. 

lVlu|t  conversation  baa  you  with  tlitt 
coBomon  friend?— The  first  notice  Ihal 
was  from  Mr.  Hartly,  and  he  told  ae 
whom  they  alGMsted;  but  I  was Dointt- 
fied  with  this;  and  wished  to  hear  it  frfla 
Mr.  Fitaherbert's  own  mouth. 

Mr.  FUxkeriert.  Did  you  collect  to 
my  conversation  that  I  had  the  amallat 
knowledge  of  D'Eon  ?— I  deaH  fcaot  I 
did;  but  Mr.  Fitzherbert  admitted ibi 
reality  of  the  overtures.  After  the  anoei 
of  the  two  lords  were  nentioaed,  Mr. 
Fitzherbert  said,  did  you  hear  aethlitfof 
the  Princess  of  Wales?  I  said,  No.  Mr* 
Fitzherbert  answered,  D^Eon  njs,  tin 
Princess  of  Wales  had  aomeof  the  moocj. 
•  What  do  you  mean  by  adi«iittbg  tto 
reality  of  overtures  >— Mr.  Fitzheitof i 
conversation  did  imply»  that  sud  0^J 
tures  had  been  made  to  him;  and  wfaol 
mentioned  the  two  lords  names,  he  did  ndl 
contradict  it ;  but  asked,  whether  1  beav 
nothing  of  the  Princeas  of  Wslei.'  Tp 
which  I  made  that  answer. 

Did  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  in  this  coontm 
tiott,  express  that  he  knew  Mr,  D*E«H 
He  did  not  give  me  to  undersCsad,  tlsi 
he  knew  him  personally. 

Sir  George  Yonge.    Do  you  reoflH^ 

I  added,  «  but  1  know  nothiag  ef  ^ 

matter.^^— No. 

Did  not  I  suggest  the  matter  sad  as* 

ner  of  his  commg  to  me,  reoaired  aw 

apology  ?— No;  but  I  did  make  so  ^ 

logy  without  your  deairing  it,  for  lu^ 

used  your  name  to  h>nd  Hatiftx*  I  ^ 

lect  BO  other  apology. 
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Did  lie  mention  to  sir  George  Yonge 
lord  Halifax's  desire  of  beiog  fully  in- 
formed ?«-I  odIv  recollect  that  lord  mli- 
fax  askedf  wbelher  there  was  a  probability 
efgBiUiDf;  proofs,  and  of  prosecuting  the 
eoqgirymseoiet?  I  repeat  to  sir  Gieorge 
Tonge  the  questions  lord  Hali&z  had  pott 
wbaUier  there  was  any  probability  of  ob- 
taioiBg  proof,  or  a  secret  way  of  prosecot- 
ing  it  I  never  said,  that  lord  Halifax  was 
desirous  of  getting  at  the  truth,  for  I  never 
thought  it. 

Did  yoii  not  tell  sir  George  Yonge,  that 
jou  came  with  a  message  from  lord  Hall* 
nx?-«l  did  not;  sir  George  Ymige  said, 
if  yoii  thiiik  proper,  I  will  go  and  acquaint 
lord  Halifiuc  witb  what  I  know;  butl  was 
Botoae  of  the  party  applied  to^  but  desired 

go  ss  a  hnguist. 

Did  not  I  say  I  knew  nothing  at  all  of 
ibe  matter}— Sir  George  Yonge  did  not 
teUmethat. 

Mr.  Madeane.  Did  ^ou  heiur  that  any 
part  of  the  mopey  was  given  to  the  Prin^ 
cess  of  Wales  ? — Never  heard  a  word  of 
ker  at  Paris,  n<ur  any  surmise  that  she  was 
eoocerned  in  it. 

Did  not  you  say  to  Mr,  Stuart  and  me, 
tittt  a  million  sterling  was  paid  for  tlie 
peace,  fiOO,000<.  to  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
250,00(M.  to  lord  Bute,  and  the  rest  to 
lord  Holland  ^— I  never  did  say  it. 

S>r.  Musgrave  desires  to  say  something 
r.  Macleane.] 
What  have  you  to  say  to  Mr.  Madeane  ? 
wMr.  Madeene  was  theperson  to  whom 
I  talked  of  this  affair  at  Paris,  and  whom 
I  consulted,  whether  I  should  go  to  £ng« 
land;  1  received  a  letter,  dated  9th  De- 
pember,  176^  from  him,  ''  That  he  had 
formed  a  resolution  of  disclosing  it  to  Iqrd 
BoUand's  son ;  that  he  had  great  obliga- 
tioDs  to  lord  Holland ;  that  he  had  con- 
cealed to  the  last,  drc.'* 

[Produces,  the  original  letter;  read— a 
copy  of  which  is  as  follows.^ 

Pam^  m  Dee.  1764w 
Sir ;  your  leaving  town,  without  calling 
ifon  me  and  Stuart  as  you  promised,  has 
(Occasioned  my  taking  a  step  which  must 
be  disagreealue  to  you,  but  which  was  un- 
jkvetdable  in  my  ciroumstaiHses,  without  I 
could  submit  to  break  through  every  tie 
offiratitude*  You  must  have  perceived 
irith  what  degree  of  anxiety  I  combated 

I  our  reasons  for  the  demarche  which  yon 
ave  made.  I  strove  to  shew,  as  well  the 
foUj  as  the  improbability  of  the  story  to 
srhK^h  yon  give  10  easy  credit*  I  had  but 


one  aigupaent  remaining,  which  yowr  so 
unexpected  departure  has  deprived  me  of 
an  opportunity  Ui  use^  whidi  was,  that  I 
am  under  obligations  to  one  of  the  persons 
ooncemed,  which  render  it  inoempatlble 
for  me  to  be  the  repository  «f  any  seciel 
prejudicial  to  his  interest  or  honour.  I  had 
my  reasons  for  deferring  this  argument  to 
thie  last,  hoping  these  I  had  need,  and 
your  own  sense,  woidd  have  determined 
you  to  drop  yoiir  desiff n.  X  had  thefefese 
no  other  chouse  left^  when  acquainted  with 
yoQv  departure,  than  to  disclose  the  whole 
to  the  son  of  the  gentleman  I  hint  at,  whe 
resides  at  present  in  Paris;  stqiolatii^, 
that  nothing  prejudicial  to  your  interest 
should  accrue  from  the  discovery  I  should 
make. 

This  gentleman  treated  the  stoiy  with 
so  much  contempt,  that  I  knew  notitho- 
ther  he  will  take  the  trouble  to  advertise 
his  father  of  it  or  not.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  let 
you  know,  what  I  have  been  very  unwill- 
ingly obliged  to  do,  that  you  may  r^^- 
lateyoor  conduct  as  you  please,  without 
having  it  in  your  power  to  blame  me.  You 
will,  perhaps,  think  it  very  improper  for 
me  to  advise  you  after  wnat  has  passed  ^ 
but  if  you  will  consider  that  this  is  an  a^ 
tack  upon  the  character  of  men  very  high 
in  power,  without  means  of  proof;  or,  let 
me  add,  the  probability  of  truth,  havittg 
its  source  certainly  from  a  spirit  of  gas- 
conade or  of  vanity,  you  will,  from  a  prin- 
oiple  both  of  hones^  and  prudence,  drop 
your  purpose. 

You  may  be  inclined  to  think,  that  ^our 
discovering  your  design  to  me  implied  a 
confidence,  and  required  secrecy,  though 
you  did  not  exact  if  from  me.  I  have 
weighed  well  both  sides  ef  the  quastioni 
and  1  find,  that  my  retaining  the  secret, 
would  have  rendered  me  unworthy  of  the 
proteetion  or  friendship  ef  ai^  man,  while 
my  discovering  it.  has  preceeaed  entirely 
and  unavoidably  from  your  withdrawing 
that  confidence,  by  departing  without  call- 
ing upofi  us  as  you  promiMd ;  and  some 
days  Defore,  you  told  us  you  would  (which 
I  mi|st  repeat  it)  nut  it  out  of  mv  power  to 
acquaint  you,  as  I  always  intended,  that  if 
yott  persisted,  I  would,  as  I  have  doottt 
discover  the  whole.    I  am,  Sir,  ^e. 

L.  AtAcutAyn* 

To  &  Musgrave,  £sq. 
Physician, 
SouthampUm-stfeet,  London. 


WbM  Wfwec  did  yeu  make  to  it  ?«-'^ 
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mnswer  of  which  I  kept  do  copy*  I  writ  a 
letter,  deBiriog  not  to  take  lodgiDgs,  and 
that  I  would  explain  rnvBelf  more  particu- 
larly when  I  had  seen  Mr.  Stuart. 

Mr.  Mackane.  Did  you  not  write  ano- 
ther^  implying,  that  you  could  not  go  to 
Paris  to  call  me  to  account,  for  fear  of  the 
Bastile,  and  of  injuring  his  evidence? — ^I 
did  not  write  such  a  letter.  The  first 
letter  I  wrote  was  aftbr  talking  with  lord 
Haljfiuc,  who  advised  roe  to  go  back  to 
Paris,  and  I  said  I  would  not,  and  wrote 
14th  December,  1764.  Lord  Halifax 
asked  me, «'  What  colour  I  would  give  to 
my  journey  to  London;  that  I  might  not 
be  sunpected  of  bringing  intelligence  ?— 
Shouhi  it  not  be  thought^  seeing  my 
friends  V*^^  said,  there  was  another  more 
ptousible — the  vacancy  of  a  physician  to 
the  Charter-house.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Mac- 
leane,  to  let  him  know  there  was  no  chance 
of  a  physician  to  the  Charter-house,  and 
desired  the  same  lodging.  I  mentioned 
this  to  lord  Hali&c. 

How  many  hours  was  you  from  leaving 
Paris  to  be  on  board  at  Calais  ?— I  left 
Paris  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on 
Friday.  I  lay  at  Bologne  on  Saturday 
night ;  1  got  to  Calais,  and  went  on  bottrd 
•t  twelve  o'clock  on  Sunday. 

Was  not  you  at  your  window  m  your 
lodgings  at  one  o'clock  on  Friday,  the  day 
you  mention  you  left  Paris  f — No ;  I  was 
not.  I  set  out  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning. 

What  was  your  motive  for  first  going  to 
Mr.  Fitzherbert  ?— -I  had  heard  firom  Mr. 
Hartly,  that  D'Eon's  overtures  had  been 
made  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert;  and  therefore 
thou^t  him  the  properest  person  to  ask, 
whether  it  had  or  no. 

Did  you  ask  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  whether 
he  had  such  overtures  from  D'Eon? — I 
do  not  remember  the  particular  conversa- 
tion, but  Mr.  Fitzheroert's  conversation 
•dimtted  and  implied  it. 

Do  you  recollect  the  overtures  supposed 
to  have  b^en  made  by  D'Eon  to  Mr. 
Fluherbert? — ^They  were,  as  I  under- 
atand,  to  accuae  two  privy  counsellors  of 
having  received  money  for  the  peace. 

Sir  George  Yonfe,  Where  was  the 
meeting  ^  sir  George  Yonae,  Mr.  Fitz- 
herbert, and  you^— I  found  sir  George 
Yonge  at  Mr.  Fitzherbert's  at  breakfast- 
time^I  am  sure  sir  George  Ycmge  was 
there. 

From  whom  had  you  the  information  of 
D'Eon's  overtures  ?— The  first  was  from 
general  Coaway.  He  fint  gave  me  ahint 
of  it* 


What  was  that  hint  ?— When  1  told  bim 
the  story,  Mr.  Conway  asked  me  if  I  had 
seen  D'Eon ;  he  said,  <*  1  hear  he  \m 
dropped  hints."  I  told  him  « I  neier 
would  see  him.  I  said,  I  will  avoid  iQ 
possibility  ofconcert  with  any  one."  After 
this,  I  went  to  Mr.  Hartly,  and  denred 
him  to  enquire.  He  desired  fint  to  cob- 
suit  sir  George  Seville.  Sir  George  Si> 
ville  came  to  us ;  I  could  not  tdl  hun  the 
particulars,  but  only  that  there  was  ndb 
a  charge.  Sir  George  Sarille  thought  it 
was  right  to  consult  the  duke  of  Newcastle. 
He  went  to  him.  I  was  not  preaent ;  irot 
I  heard,  that  the  duke  of  Newcastle  nid, 
Fox  was  rogue  enough  to  do  any  thing, 
but  thought  he  was  not  fool  enough  to  do 
this.  The  duke  said,  he  could  not  advise 
them  to  meddle  in  it,  for  D'£aa  will  be 
bribed,  and  then  you  will  be  left  ia  the 
lurch.  1  heard  this  conversatkm  from  ar 
George  Seville,  or  Mr.  Hartlv;  fiomooe 
of  them,  in  the  presence  or  the  other. 
Tbev  both  went  to  the  duke  of  Nev* 
castle. 

^  Mr.  Gmtsoy.  What  was  the  natoreef 
his  first  application  to  me  ? — The  naioia 
of  my  first  application  to  Mr.  Conway  viti 
I  wanted  to  Know  how  to  convey  a  letter 
to  lord  Hertford,  not  to  be  opened,  to  es- 
quire whether  the  informant  was  appre- 
bended.  I  had  designed  presenting  a  pi* 
per  to  the  House  of  Commons,  setting 
forth  the  information.  He  asked  me  the 
particulars,  and  said  he  would  not  encou- 
rage such  application  to  the  Hoose  of 
Commons  withoiU  a  shadow  of  probabilitT; 
and  then  asked  if  1  had  heard  that  D'£a 
had  dropped  hints,  and  whether  i  would 
go  to  him.  I  said.  No;  I  would  not  Bir. 
Conway  added,  at  the  same  time,  "I 
think  it  the  duty  of  every  man  to  cooeit 
truth  in  every  station." 

Had  you  then  any  reason  to  believe  dat 
D'Eon  had  evidence  to  corroborate  joor 
information  ?-— No ;  not  at  that  time;  it 
was  from  Mr.  Conway  that  I  first  heaid 
that  D'Eon  had  dropped  hinto;  but  1 
think  he  mentioned  it,  as  having  it  ooljr 
from  report,  not  as  knowing  it ;  aaad- 
sual  matter  of  conversation. 

When  was  this  conversaliou  ?— NinA 
of  January,  1765,  the  day  before  the 
opening  of  the  session. 

Had  he  then  communicated  the  mattv 
to  his  Majesty's  ministers  ?— Not  to  M 
Halifax,  only  to  lord  Holdemesse.  !«» 
I  was  under  apprehenaioDs  for  tbeaa/egr 
of  my  informant,  and  therefiM«  had  coo* 
cbaled  the  absurid  deaiga  of  preaentsv 
my  petitioD^  which  I  gairc  vf* 
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^  Was  not  this  previous  to  the  informa- 
tjon  giren  to  lord  Hali&x,  and  before  you 
koeir  any  thing  of  D'Eon's  evidence  ?— 
The  first  time  (9th  January)  warprevious 
to  hearing  any  thing  of  IVEon,  but  I  went 
and  convened  with  Mr*  Conway  several 
times  after;  and,  after  I  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  D'Eon's  overtures,  he  saw 
lord  Hertford's  letters  and  answers,  and 
ipproved  of  them. 

Did  I  not  refuse  to  transnut  the  letter? 
—You  did ;  but  said  it  was  a  proper  letter. 
[  wrote  four  letters  ftom  HoBand  to  Mr. 
[Conway,  but  nef  er  recehred  any  flkiswer. 

Did  yoo  ever  give  any  further  informa- 
ion  to  ford  Hertford  than  in  the  four  let- 
era  read?— No. 

Had  you  any  intimacy  with  ^our  in- 
brmants  at  Sans  i — ^It  would  be  improper 
:o  answer  that  questiooy  but  they  are  men 
ofcredibflity* 

Had  you  mxf  other  information  of 
[yEon's  overtures,  but  firom  general 
Conway  ?— The  first  intimation  was  from 
ran.  Conway ;  then  I  lulled  to  Mr.  Hartly. 
Mn  Hartly  told  me,  that  D'Eon's  letter 
iras  sent,  to  Mr.  Rtzherbert.  Afterwards 
tie  informed  me  more  fully,  and  named 
Jie  two  privy  counsellors  and  the  lady, 
fie  said,  tne  lady  is  the  Princess  of  Wales. 
[  said,  it  cannot  be,  because  my  informant 
rouid  not  have  forgot  the  name;  and 
Huned  another  lady,  the  mistress  of  a  man 
Equality. 

Do  you  understand  this  overture  of 
yE,fm*B  was  contained  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
^itzherbert  ? — ^Mr.  Hartly  told  me  so.  1^ 
let  him  in  a  chair,  and  he  said,  all  I  have 
sard  19,  that  D*Eon's  letter  was  sent  to 
itzhertiert;  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  been  con* 
Jted,  and  had  written  a  letter,  dissuading 
em  from  proceeding.  Mr.  Hartly  never 
Ed  It  me  mm  his  own  knowledge. 
Are  yon  sure  that  this  information  was 
mtained  in  D'Eon's  letter  ? — No.  Mr. 
lartly  never  informed  me  how  he  came 
f  the  information,  but  said  it  was  con* 
ined  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert.  Af- 
rwarda  he  named  the  two  lords,  but  not 
om  whom  he  heard  it. 
Did  you-  adc  Mr.  Fitzherbert  the  parti- 
ilarg  of  the  information  received  from 
^Eon  ?— -Our  conversation  was  not  above 
ve  or  SIX  minutes,  when  captain  Hamilton 
|terrDpted  iL  Mr.  Fitzherbert  seemed 
jsposed  to  continue  the  conversation  in 
is  presence,  and  asked  me  the  employ- 
ment of  my  informant.  So  1  took  my 
^ve,  thinking  Mr.  Fitzherbert's  autho- 
^>  agfBcient, 


Why  did  not  you  pursue  the  enquify  at 
the  second  meetins  ? — ^I  dkl  not  go  to  Mr. 
Fitzherbert  again,  because  I  was  satisfied, 
and  thought  no  further  authority  necessa- 
ry ;  that  he  could  not  say  it  lightly  to  a 
stranger  he  never  saw  before. 

Did  not  you  require  particulars  of  the 
information  ?— I  wanted  only  to  settle  the 
fiict,  whether  overtures  had  been  made. 
But  whether  they  had  been  made  or  no,  I 
then  thought  it  was  the  magistrate  who 
was  to  enquire  into  the  matter. 

Had  you  any  reason  to  diink  that  over- 
tures had  been  made  by  D'Eon  except 
from  conversations  with  Mr.  Conway  and 
Mr.  Hartly  before  vour  first  seeing  Mr. 
Fitzherbert? — I  hadnQne. 

Did  you  understand  overtures  were 
made  by  D'Eon  directly,  or  through  ano- 
ther person  ? — That  was  never  explained. 

Mr.  Blackstone-  Are  you  sure  I  direct- 
ed you  to  go  to  lord  Halifax  ? — ^Not  di- 
recUy  to  lord  Hali&x.  Dr.  Blackstone 
said,  **  you  must  by  all  means  go  to  the 
ministry.  It  is  an  afiair  of  an  alarming 
nature.''  He  sent  three  days  after  to 
know  if  I  had  been ;  for  he  said,  **  if  vou 
had  not,  I  should  think  myself  obliged,  as 
a  servant  to  the  crown,  to  go  and  give  it 
myself." 

Did  not  I  use  topics  of  discourage- 
ment ? — He  said,  **  I  pity  you  for  what 
you  must  go  through."    That  was  all. 

Mr.  Fitzherbert.  What  words  did  I 
use  to  you? — I  cannot  say  the  precise 
words  used  by  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  as  to  the 
two  privy  counsellors;  but  after  1  had 
mentioned  their  names,  he  acquainted  me 
they  were  the  persons  named  by  D'Eon, 
and  then  asked  if  I  had  heard  nothing  of 
the  Princess  of  Wales.  I  said  no.  And 
then  he  made  the  answer  I  mentioned  be- 
fore, which,  1  think,  implied  an  acquies- 
cence. 

Was  my  answer  confined  only  to  the 
two  noblemen  ? — I  cannot  recollect  his 
words,  but  from  the  tenor  of  our  conversa- 
tion he  acquiesced. 

Did  you  apprehend  my  information 
went  to  any  one  else  ? — After  the  names 
of  the  neblemen  were  mentioned,  he  then 
said,  **  Did  you  hear  nothing  of  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales?"  I  said  No.  Mr.  Fitz- 
herbert replied,  "  D*Eon  says,  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  had  some  of  the  money." 

Mr.  Blackstone,  I  took  a  minute  of 
what  passed  between  us ;  which  I  will 
mention  to  Dr.  M.  I  took  it  immediately 
and  communicated  it  the  same  day  to  aq 
intimate  friend,  and  it  hasnever  since  been 
out  of  my  custody. 
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[The  reading  of  this  paper  postponed 
for  a  short  time.] 

Did  you  shew  this  intelligence  to  any 
other  p^rscm  ?— Mr.  Hartlv  desired  leave 
to  shew  it  to  lord  Rockingham,  and  to  the 
duke  of  Portland;  but  I  do  not  recollect 
any  other  person.  I  never  saw  either  of 
those  noblemen. 

Did  you  at  an^  time  before  your  adver- 
tisement, which  has  been  read,  shew  it  to 
anv  other  person? — Mr.  Conway  and 
colonel  Barr6.  I  did  not  shew  it  to  sir 
Joseph  ¥orke>  but  talked  on  it  to  him  at 
the  Hague. 

Did  you  explain  it  to  him  ?— -Only  what 
it  related  to.  I  shewed  it  to  sir  John  Cust, 
mid  left  it  with  him  a  week.  Not  to  Dr. 
Markham,  but  mentioned  it  to  him.  To 
Dr.  Barrington  I  did.  -Not  to  the  bishop 
of  Gloucester. 

Did  any  person,  to  whom  you  shewed 
it,  deem  it  worthy  of  credit  or  foundation 
to  proceed  upon  it  ? — Dr.  Blackstone  de- 
sired me  to  carry  it  to  the  ministry.  Sir 
John  Cust  said  it  ought  to  be  enquired 
intq.  Mr.  Conway  said  every  man,  in 
every  station,  should  do  all  in  his  power  to 
bring  it  to  light.  This  he  said  when  he 
was  out  of  place. 

Colonel  BarrS.  At  what  time  did  you 
come  to  colonel  Barr^  ?— On  the  12tn  or 
13th  of  May  1765.  He  said,  «<  I  do  not 
believe  the  charge.  Is  there  not  founda- 
iion  to  enquire  on?"  He  said,  *'  to  be 
sure,  many  plots  have  been  found  out  in 
England  upon  less  foundation ;  but  I  do 
not  oelieve  it.'*  Many  other  things  might 
pass. 

Did  you  not  wish  colonel  Barri  to  stir 
this  matter  m  parliament  ?-*- Yes ;  I 
thought  it  ouffht  to  be  done  immediatelv. 
I  thoc^ht  lord  Halifax  tardy.  I  thousht 
the  evidence  would  be  lost.  ItVas  indif- 
ferent to  me  where  truth  lay.  Colonel 
BIut6  said  to  me«  he  was  at  that  time  much 
acquainted  with  lord  Bute,  and  did  not 
beheve  it. 

Did  you  not  leave  the  papers  with  me 
two  or  three  day8?*-i-I  left  them  about  24* 
hours. 

Can  you  recollect  what  passed  the  last 
two  or  three  «)inute8?-...It  related  to  Mr. 
Madeane's  letter. 

Did  not  I  tell  you  that  Ais  intelligence 
having  passed  through  the  hands  of  great 
and  honest  men,  did  throw  a  damp  upon 
the  enquiry  N-I  do  not  recollect  it. 

Were  not  these  the  last  words  I  said^^ 
**  After  the  gentlemen  you  have  shewn  it 
tO}  I  think  It  an  honour  you  do  me  in 


it  to  me;  and  in  return,  Ithink 
it  right  to  give  you  advice,  and  tfast  ii,tbt 
you  think  well  before  you  go  on  ludi  du* 

gerous  ^uod  ?"— I  do  not  lecdlsct  it, 
ut  it  might  be  so. 

Lord  Seauchan^m  Did  not  you  go  t« 
France  to  get  information  on  this  pointn 
purpose?— No;  I  went  there  with  no  ndi 
mtent. 

Are  you  sure  lord  Halibx  told  yon 
that  he  thought  lord  Hertford  ihoddhire 
proceeded  on  that  information  .'—Loj 
Halifax  said,  «<  If  I  had  been  k)rd  HeiV 
ford  I  should  liave  sent  to  —  to  knov 
what  he  had  to  say." 

If  the  French  subjects  had  been  exi> 
mined,  would  they  have  answered?-! left 
tlwt  to  chance ;  if  they  had  denied  it,  I 
should  have  done  with  it. 

Did  you  not  intimate  that  one  of  the 
mformants  expected  an  establishment  Id 
this  country  before  he  would  give  infonur 
tion  ?— When  I  talked  with  Mr.  Convsy, 
he  said,  ^'  You  may  depend  upon  it  tie 
man  will  not  discover  without  an  laai 
ance  of  being  taken  care  of  in  EoglBiuL' 
It  did  not  come  fron)  me,  but  mCsH 
wav. 

Was  not  the  second  informsnt «  penoj 
in  very  indigent  circumstances  ?-*-!  caoiMi 
answer  Uiat  directly,  but  by  another  qua| 
tion,  <<Wliether  lord  Beauchamp  did  foj 
that  reason  think  him  unworthy  of  his»| 
quaintance  i**  \ 

Mr.  BladuUme.  [Producing  s  mioH 
taken  immediately  after  Dr.  MusgraireM 
been  with  him,  the  10th  of  May,  1765,  i| 
half  past  eleven  o'clock  in  the  monungl 

Dr.  Musgrave  came  and  shewed  oej 
written  conversation  between  him  H 
Mr.  Le  Beau*  in  the  latter  end  of  1763 
where  he  dedared,  that  it  was  beiieTed 
Paris  that  lord  Bute  had  received 
for  the  peace ;  and  many  other  coot* 
tions  with  another  Froicfa  embtfr 
Hie  sum  of  the  account  was  this; 
eight  or  ten  millions  of  livres  had  been 
mitted  by  a  French  banker,  just  H 
the  duke  of  Bedford  went  to  Fi 
That  this  was  divided  between  lord  B. 
F.  and  a  lady,  name  not  mentioned; 
that  Mr.  D'£on  or  Mr.  Descslier,  ( 
inform  him  of  particulars.  He  slsosbi 
me  lord  Holland's  letters  and  s^ 
He  told  me  he  had  communicsted  it 
general  Conway,  and  that  he  hsd  iesr 
from  Mr.  Etzherberi  tbait  D'Eoo  teiis 
same  story,  except  that  he  meotioQS 
Princess  of  Wales,  which  Dr.  Mu^"^ 
observed  might  be  no  incoosistencji  b  ^ 
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naid  of  hoDoor*!  name  only  wm  made  utt 
if,  and  the  money  paid  over  by  her  to  the 
rriocefls  dowager  of  Walea.  Dr.  Mas* 
rave  seemed  to  be  attached  to  D'£on*s 
suae,  and  beliered  the  stoiy  of  his  aasaa- 
iDation  being  attempted  by  coust  de 
ruerchy,  and  his  coifers  bein^  searched, 
le  asked  me  if  this  was  sufficient  to  jos- 
fy  bringing  it  before  the  secretary  of 
tate.  As  our  acquaintance  was  small»  I 
ras  surprised.  I  tdd  him  that  the  afikir 
ras  delicate,  both  as  to  things  and  per- 
ons,  and  that  he  should  wdl  consider  the 
oiue^uences  if  his  friend  should  deny  it 
le  said  his  friend  was  a  man  of  honour, 
od  knew  he  led  Paris  for  that  purpose. 
begged  to  be  excused  adrising  him,  but 
« would  do  right. to  consider,  that  it 
rould  depend  on  the  conviction  of  his  own 
lindy  and  his  fHend's  veracity.  It  was 
qaaily  a  duty  to  disclose  such  a  trans- 
cdoQ  on  good  foundation,  and  to  stifle  it 
Dthe  birth,  if  ibunded  on  nudice  or  igno- 
tDce.  We  parted,  and  be  seemed  in- 
lioed  to  proceed.  I  do  not  recollect  the 
on^enatton  he  mentions  three  days  after. 
t  might  be.  I  thought  him  such  an  en- 
busiast  as  miglit  have  disordered  his  ima- 
ioation. 

Mr.  Speakerm  The  honourable  gentle* 
ttn  deJirered  to  me  a  copy  of  the  paper 
le  bas  DOW  read ;  which  has  been  m  my 
nstody  ever  since. 

Dr.  Musgravem  As  to  the  second  con- 
ersation.  Dr.  Blackstone  will  recollect  it 
f  I  shew  him  his  note,  desiring  me  to  come 
a  blm.  I  have  not  that  note  about  me, 
iQt  I  am  sure  it  is  still  in  my  possession, 
do  not  know  what  Mr.  Blackstone  thinks 
f  mj  enthusiasm ;  but  I  remember  he 
wmbled,  seemed  much  affected,  and  let 
^  paper  drop,  as  in  great  agitation. 

Sir  George  Ytmge.  After  I  had  ex- 
ressed  ray  surprise  at  his  coming  to  me, 
t  told  me  he  had  laid  the  matter  before 
ird  Halifax,  who  was  willing  to  receive 
tforraation  from  any  gentleman  whatever, 
le  pressed  it  so  strongly  diat  I  thought 
e  came  with  a  message,  but  he  dkl  not 
ly  that.  I  said,  ««  If  lord  Halifax  wiU 
tad  for  me  I  will  wait  on  him,  but  I  know 
Mhing  at  all  of  the  matter,  with  regard 
>  the  second  meeting  at  Mr.  Fltzherb^s, 
or  ^d  I  know  he  had  told  the  story  to 
Sr.  Fitzherbert  till  I  saw  it  in  the  papers." 

y^r,  Fitzherbert.  I  never  remember 
eiag  in  the  same  room  with  sir  George 
^(mge  and  Pr.  Musgrave.  Dr.  Musgrave 
arne  and  talked  in  the  same  stile,  and 
M  me  the  aeH>ry  he  says  I  told  him.     I 
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do  not  remeniber  I  aaid  any  thing  at  thai* 
time.  The  doctor  eame  and  told  me  thia 
story.  I  will  do  myself  the  justice  to  tell 
all  I  knew  at  that  tioie,  though  I  Ao  not 
recollect  I  told  it  him.  We  were  then  a 
good  many  of  us  in  a  society  ia  Alber* 
marle-street.  I  had  an  office  ia  that  so« 
ciety.  When  he  had  told  me  all  he  had 
to  say,  I  wished  to  change  the  subject ; 
he  would  not;  so  1  told  all  I  knew  of  it^ 
Captain  Cole,  a  gentleman  of  gre«t  ad« 
mittanoe,  had  come  to  me,  and  said,  D'Eon 
desires  me  to  tell  you  he  is  apprebensive 
of  being  taken  away  by  force,  on  aecouni 
of  a  quarrel  with  count  Guerchv,  in  which 
ministry  would  assist  him.  He  desired 
me  to  communicate  it  to  the  society^ 
which  I  did.  He  recommended  I^Eon 
as  an  agreeable  man.  I  communicated  it 
to  sir  George  Yonge,  and  dcaired  him  to 
go  with  me,  because  he  could  speak 
FVench,  which  I  could  not  easily.  No 
day  was  appointed.  We  never  did  oaeet. 
I  never  knew  Mr.  D^BoO':  I  never  te* 
oeived  a  letter  from  him.  Aa  to  facing  on 
with  the  eonversation  and  nanung  Ao 
Princess  of  Wales,  1  have  nothing  to  say 
to  thaty  I  have  no  trace  of  it  in  my  me« 
mory :  it  must  depend  on  our  veracity  ; 
nor  had  I  any  direct  message,  but  from 
captain  Cole,  from  D*£on,  as  to  bis  ap* 
prehensions  of  being  taken  awiqr. 

Mr.  Speaker.  Dr.  Mus^rave^  would 
you  ask  toese  gentlemen,  or  either  of  them» 
any  questions  ? 

Dr.  Mu^aee*  I  was  not  prepared  ftr 
these  answers :  and  I  have  no  questions  to 
ask  them ;  only  of  Mr.  Fox  one  question* 
[To  Mr.  Fox.*] 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
Hartly,  or  Mr.  Tyrwhit,  on  thia  ooca* 
sion  ?— Never;  directly  or  indirectly. 

Dr.  Musgrave*  Mr.  Hartly  could 
give  the  House  information  on  this  sub- 
ject. Is  he  here  i — No  ;  he  ia  out  of 
town. 

Mr.  Madeane.  In  the  year  1764*,  Mr. 
Stuart  and  I  went  to  Paris,  in  Aprfl ;  Mr. 
Stuart  was  ill,  and  desired  to  be  attended 
by  an  English  physician.  I  did  not  know 
JDr.  Musgrave  at  that  time.  On  enquiry, 
I  found  two  Enfflish  physicians  there,  Dr. 
Gem  and  Dr.  Muserave;  I  then  went  to 
Dr.  Musgrave,  and  he  attended  Mr.  Stu- 
art  as  his  physician.  In  that  attendance 
he  very  abruptly  uM  me  he  had  a  seciet 
of  the  utmost  importance.  The  next  day 
he  mentioned  it  again,  and  before  Mr. 
Stuart  he  said,  that  the  peace  had  been 
sold ;  that  a  million  of  money  was  paid  M 
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it;  ooehalftothePrinceiiof  Waie%ttid 
the  other  half  to  krd  Hcriland  and  loid 
Bute.  I  said  it  was  a  great  •ecMi  indeed, 
but  he  ought  to  hare  good  authorhjs  as 
they  were  names  of  weight.  I  toU  nim, 
L  wondered  he  should  trust  his  secret  to 
me,  8  stranger  to  bim.  He  said,  we 
agieed  perfectly  in  political  sentiments, 
and  therefore  he  mentioned  it.  I  advised 
him  to  be  cautious.  He  said  he  was  cer^ 
tain,  and  told  me  who  were  his  intelli- 
gencers, and  that  from  the  nature  of  their 
offices,  they  could  not  receive  any  hurt 
from  it.  When  .he  told  me  who  his  intel- 
ligencer was,  I  pressed  upon  him  why  it 
could  have  no  foundation  m  truth,  that  I 
bad  sufficient  reason  to  wish  bim  to  con- 
ceal it,  and  desired  him  to  conceal  it, 
and  desired  him  to  call  on  me  before  he 
left  Paris.  Among  other  reasons  I  used, 
was  that  which  he  mentions  in  his  narra- 
tive,  came  from  him.  I  mentioned  Le 
Borders  intimacy  with  two  persons  ac- 
quainted with  the  peace,  and  therefore 
probably  it  might  be  for  that  purpose.  He 
told  me  he  should  leave  Parb  in  a  few 
days :  I  pressed  him  to  give  up  his  design, 
and  that  I  had  something  to  communicate 
to  him  before  he  went.  He  promised  to 
dine  with  me.  On  his  not  coming,  I 'was 
under  apprehensions,  and  expressed  them 
to  Mr.  Stuart.  Major  Maclane  and  I 
went  to  his  hotel,  and  though  we  saw  the 
doctor  look  out  of  the  wmdow,  we  en- 
quired for  him,  and  the  servant  said  he 
was  not  at  home,  but  that  he  was  in  Paris. 
I  enquired  again  in  the  evening.  They 
tpld  me  he  went  in  the  afternoon  of  that 
day.  I  then  went  and  wrote  my  letter, 
which  has  been  read,  bavins  told  Mr.  Fox 
the  thing  mentioned  in  the  Tetter.  When 
I  received  Mr.  Fox's  answer,  I  sent  a  ser- 
rfBLUi  express,  who  could  not  overtake,  him. 
The  letter  was  forwarded :  I  revived  two 
answers  from  him ;  the  first  I  have  lost,  it 
was  to  call  me  to  an  account  for  what  I 
had  done:  in  thb,  which  is  the  second, 
and  is  very  short,  he  says,  the  only  reason 
he  could  not  return  was,  bis  apprehension 
that  he  might  injure  the  persons  from 
whom  he  had  the  intelligence.  I  have 
frequently  mentioned  this  to  col.  Barr^ 
Mr.  Sheriff  Townsend,  and  several 
others.  As  our  storv  di&rs  materially  in 
point  of  fact,  the  House  will  weigh  whe- 
ther I  could  have  ever  had  any  inducement 
to  frame  this  tale. 

(Dr.  Musgrave  says,  be  never  wrote  a 
letter  to  call  bim  to  account.) 
•.  Letter  read :  **  I  beg  to  be  excused. 


from  aneweriog  your  letter  at  premttHl 
I  see  Mr*  Stuart,  kcJ*  I  did,  oa  myb- 
nonr,  leceive  another  latter,  sndihewedit 
to  several  personsL 

Dr.  Musgravem  Did  you  decline  intro* 
dociiig  me  to  col.  Barr6  ? — Yei. 

Did  you  not  invite  me  to  dine  with  coL 
Barr6  ? — Yes ;  but  you  asked  me  to  intro- 
duce you  on  this  business,  and  I  declined  it 

Colonel  BarrS,  Mr.  Madeane  invited 
several  young  men  and  me,  and  Dr.  Mts- 
grave  to  dinner,  but  no  form  of  introduc- 
tion. That  was  the  only  time  I  nw  Dr. 
Musgrave,  till  he  called  on  me  in  London. 

Mr.  Madeone.  He  told  me  he  wooU 
apply  to  the  l^use  of  Commong,  &c.  I 
said,  you  had  better  apply  to  col.  Barr^ 
who  will  make  you  drop  your  proceediogs, 
though  I  cannot. 

Co1.jBii/t/.  I  often  heard  Mr.  Madeaoe 
speak  on  this  occasion.  He  had  girea 
roe  a  favourable  impression  of  Dr.  Mos- 
grave's  character.  That  was  the  leasoo  I 
gave  him  the  advice  I  did. 

As  you  mention  D'Eon  in  your  paper 
delivered  to  lord  Halifax,  why  did  yoa 
say  that  you  first  heard  D'Eon's  naoK 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Conway  ?— It  was  at 
Paris  that  I  first  heard  D'Eon  could  dis- 
cover it ;  but  from  Mr.  Conway  that  D'Eoq 
was  disposed  to  discover  it.    Mr.  Coovay 

33oke  of  it  as  a  report,  that  D'£on  baa 
ropped  hints  of  this  matter,  and  theo 
askea  me,  if  I  had  heard  it,  and  would  go 
to  Mr.  D'Eon.    I  said  I  wouU  not 

Have  you  any  thin^  else  to  sav,  or  uj 
other  information  to  give  to  the  House  ?-» 
I  would  make  aonie  remarin  oa  theisiv' 
mation  which  I  veoetved  at  PsriSi  l^ 
lord  Halifax  when  I  first  saw  htm,  tbit 
this  was  not  mere  coflbe-house  discouise, 
but  that  I  had  receiyed  my  inteffigeoce 
from  persons  of  credit.  I  mentioned  to 
him  the  secretary  of  die  Sardinian  eobasy* 

That  the  psmr  I  then  left  him  was  oct 
evidence.  That  I  never  considered  it  a 
such,  but  merely  as  a  ground  of  furthtfi 
enquiry.  I  iqpprehend  that  enquirio  xm^ 
by  magistrates,  are  previous  to  evideBce. 
That  when  evidence  is  once  given,  there 
is  an  end  of  enquiry.  That  it  is  moal  w 
roasistrates  to  issue  their  warrants  to  sp- 
prebend  and  commit  persons  merely  oo 
suspicion,  and  thb  without  evidence.  1 
desired  that  he  would,  in  the  first  phcei 
send  for  sir  George  Yonge,  and  Mr.  Flt^ 
herbert,  which  1  conceive  he  should  baie 
done.  Indeed  th^  were  then  bcih  out  i 
place.  Why  did  be  not  send  for  tb^  • 
that  would  have  satisfied  me.  Iftbe;fli^ 
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House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to  consider  of 
the  State  of  the  Nation^ 


confinned  what  I  had  said,  he  should  then 
have  sent  for  D'Eon  and  have  proceeded 
10  the  enqoirj.  This  will  be  a  standing 
iesson  and  example;  an  example  what 
magistrates  are  to  do  in  future.  There 
Day  be  hereafter,  whatever  there  is  now, 
real  ground  for  suspicion  of  some  conspi- 
racy, the  neglect  of  which  may  be  attended 
with  fatal  consequences,  and  all  men  will 
be  deterred  from  attempting  to  make  the 
necessary  discoveries,  [Withdrew. 

Sir  George  Osborne  then  observed  on 
the  whole,  that  the  manner  in  which  the 
doctor  got  his  evidence  was  futile  in  the 
highest  degree,  amounting  only  to  coffee- 
houBe  discourses,  with  men  of  no  account 
or  possibility  of  knowing  the  things  al- 
ledged ;  that  it  had  appeared  so  not  only 
to  lord  Halifax,  but  also  to  many  gentle- 
men in  opposition,  to  whom  the  doctor's 
secret  had  been  entrusted,  and  who  every 
one  gave  the  same  opinion  ;  that  the  doc- 
tor appeared  to  him  the  last  miserable  en- 
gine of  a  despairing  faction.  He  trusted 
lord  Halifax  was  acquitted  in  thef  eyes  of 
the  whole  House,  from  obstructing,  in  any 
degree,  public  justice,  as  indeed  he  had 
been  from  many  other  equally  malicious 
charges  on  him;  in  particular,  that  of  ge- 
Deral  warrantsi,  in  which  it  appeared  to  be 
against  his  own  opinion ;  but  over-ruled 
by  the  opinioDs  of  tne  law  officers,  and  the 
practice  of  former  secretaries,  he  had  acted 
m  them  from  his  band,  not  his  heart.  He 
therefore  moved,  '*  That  it  appears  to  this 
House  that  the  information  given  by  Dr. 
Musgrave,  in  the  year  1765,  to  the  earl 
of  Halifax,  at  that  time  one  of  his  Majes- 
ty's principal  secretaries  of  state,  and  now 
^d  by  Dr.  Musgrave  before  this  House, 
ras  in  the  highest  degree  frivolous  and 
inwortliy  of  credit,  and  such  as  could  not 
iffbrd  any  reasonable  foundation  for  pro- 
ecuting  the  enquiry  demanded  by  the 
aid  Dr.  Musgrave." 
Mr.  Coxe  seconded  the  motion,  but  ob- 
erved,  that  it  was  an  infamous  aspersion 
iat  Dr.  Musgrave  was  the  tool  oi  a  fac- 
on,  he  not  being  in  any  shape  employed 
y  any  gentleman  in  opposition,  but  act- 
ig  entirely  from  himselU 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. . 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  a  Motion^ 

That  in  Matters  of  Ejections  this  House 

is  bound  to  judge  according  to  the  Lata 

'  of  the  Landy  ^c  .♦]     January  25.    The 

*  Prom  t|i«  Gentlemaa's  Magaaint. 
[VOL.  XVI.] 


Mr.  Dowdesweil  begun,  by  observing, 
that  it  was  always  the  duty  of  parliament, 
to  take  into  consideration  any  grievancea 
or  discontents  of  the  people.  That  the 
present  unhappy  situation  of  affairs  loudly 
called  for  the  exercise  of  that  duty ;  that 
it  could  not  be  denied  but  that  there  were 
such  discontents  in  all  parts  of  his  Majes* 
ty's  dominions,  Britain,  Ireland,  the  East 
and  West.  Indies,  North  America,  and 
even  the  little  island  of  Jersey :  That  the 
causes  of  the  discontents  were  many  and 
grievous,  each  of  which  demanded  a  long 
enquiry;  but  that,  for  the  present,  he 
should  only  enter  into  that  which  more  par* 
ticularly  concerned  Great  Britain,  namely, 
the  determination  on  the  Middlesex  elec- 
tion. To  give,  therefore,  some  hopes  to- 
the  people  that  they  should  find  some  re- 
dress, which  the  exorbitant  assumed  power 
of  the  House  of  Commons  so  loudly  called 
for ;  and  to  set  that  power  of  the  House 
on  legal  grounds :  h^  should  move,  ^  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
this  House,  in  the  exercise  of  its  Judica« 
ture  in  Matters  of  Election,  is  bound  to 
judge  according  to  the  Law  of  the  Land, 
and  the  known  and  established  Law  and 
Custom  of  PaHiament,  which  is  part  there- 
of."*   The  view  with  which  tnis  motion 

*  "  This  was  understood  to  be  the  leading^ 
proposition  to  a  string  of  resolutions  that  were 
to  lead  to  a  condemnation  of  the  principles  of 
the  determination  in  the  Middlesex  election.. 
The  manner  of  putting  this  beginning  was  full 
of  parliamentary  skill ;  the  question  l^ng  con- 
ducted by  an  experienced  and  able  member, 
Mr.  Dowdeswell.  If  the  truth  of  the  proposi- 
tion was  denied,  a  monstrous  and  alarminj^ 
power  would  be  assumed  in  parKameat.  If  i| 
was  admitted,  other  propositions  reflecting  on 
thedeterminatioBOf  tne  House  would  foUow, 
connected  with.this,  and  perhaps  equally  bard 
to  be  evaded.  If  got  rid  of  for  the  present  by 
a  pre?ions  question,  it  might  return  again  tq 
torment  them  daily. 

*'  They,  therefore,  after  admitting  the  truth, 
denied  the  necessity  of  coming  to  such  a  reso- 
lution, which  standing  alone  might  suppose 
that  the  House  reflected  on  its  own  acts:  and 
then  moved  an  amendment,  which  should  at 
ooee  put  an  end  to  all  hopes  of  their  e?er 
changing  their  ground,  or  giving  way  to  tha 
opposition ;  which  was,  that  the  foliowfog 
words  should  be  added  to  the  motion,  *  And  thaS 
'  thejodgmentof  this  House  in  the  case  of  John 
*  Wilkes  was  agreeable  to  the  law  of  the  landy 
<  and  fully  authorized  by  the  practice  of  parlia- 
*ment.'  As  this  amcadment  was  totally  snbvaa* 
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was  madle,  appeared,  by  his  imnediaftelf 
adding,  '*  If  this  Houie  has  acted  by  the 
law  of  the  land,  how  is  Mr.  LuttreB  mem- 
ber for  Middlesex  >  If  by  custom  and 
practice  of  parliament,  where  is  that  cus- 
tom and  practice  to  be  found.*'  Several 
quotations  were  then  made  Brom  ^*Lex 
Fiarljamen4aria,"  a  book  which  contains 
many  cases  of  members  expelled  for  vari- 
ous causeSi  and  the  great  question  was 
coming  on,  when  a  member  complained, 
that  last  year  several  people  had  gone 
down  to  Bedford  to  make  free-men,  to 
out* vote,  and  take  away  the  birth-right  of 
veal  free-men.    Upon  this, 

Mr.  GrenviUet  who  suspected  a  design 
to  divert  the  attention  of  the  House,  <%• 
served,  that  they  were  not  then  trying  the 
sight  of  the  corporation  of  B^ford ;  and 
declared  that  he  was  for  trying  the  great 
question  then  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Ri^by  replied,  that  he  was  sure  no- 
body desired  to  avoid  the  great  question, 
and  that  he  had  himself  risen  to  say  some- 
thing with  respect  to  the  corporation  of 
Bedfordi  that  Mr.  Grenville  had  said  be- 
him. 

After  much  debate  whether  the  prece- 
dents that  had  been  produced,  were  or 
were  not  applicable  to  the  case  in  ques- 
tion; 


Mr.  OMgi(0y  rase  and  said} 

I  do  not  pretend,  Sir,  to  be  skilled 
ih  precedents,  or  in  the  multifarious 
variety  of  those  positive  institutions  which 
are  called  the  law  of  the  land.  But 
I  presume^  according  to  the  opinion 
of  those  who  have .  most  successfully 
studied  them,  that  they  are  all  founded 
upon  reason,  and  consonant  to  it,  and 
therefore  that  nothing  which  is  contrary 
lo  reason  and  common  sense  can  be  con- 
sonant to  law.  That  the  members  of 
ihis  House  are  to  judge  of  what  is  law,  or 
4t  least,  of  what  ought  to  be  law ;  upon 
this  general  principle,  appears  plainly  to 
me,  from  the  very  words  of  the  writ  that 


•W^" 


sive  of  the  principles  upon  which  the  motion 
was  fbonded,  it  wss  accordingly  opposed  with 
great  vigour,  and  the  debates  renewed  with 
ireflth  warmth,  till  at  length,  upon  a  division, 
the  numbers  being  3f4  to  180,  |be  question 
with  the  ameadment  was  earned  ;  and  being 
BOW  passed  into  a  public  resolution,  and  thereira 
heoome  a  full  ooofirmatton  of  the  former  deci- 
aioa  on  the  Middlesex  election,  it  put  a  final 
end  to  the  hopes  of  those  who  still  expected 
Ami  the  former  determination  open  Ibatsolgect 
,^mMhavobaaBi«sGiiidad«>*  AamiaiRq^. 


18  issued  iot  tbair  ebclioa.  That  writ 
does  not  leqiiire  the  freeholdsia  to eleoii 
man  versed  in  She  pracedents,  the  pne* 
tices,  and  the  reasonings  of  eoaits  of  }t». 
tice,  a  ^nuM  that  has  spent  bis  life  is  sifti 
ittg  att  that  has  been  enacted,  explaiMd, 
re-enacted;  and  vepeaM  in  fiO  vsit  id> 
lumes  in  folio^  to  see  what  rsniaias  of  k- 
gal  obligation :  no,  Sis,  the  writ,  whaA 
may  be  pseimwod  to  speak  the  8«aM  of 
the  constitution  in  this  particidv,  ifr 
quires  no  such  qualifications ;  it  reqsira 
neither  from  county  nor  borough,  ant 
other  than  discreet  men ;  and  indeed  S 
would  be  most  unhappy  for  the  govern* 
ment  of  this  country,  if  any  other  oer* 
sonal  qualifi^cations  werenecessaiy;  for  it 
is  certain,  that  at  least  four  fifths  of  the 
members  of  this  House  of  Commoiu  have 
no  other ;  and  that  no  other  will  be  poi* 
sessed  by  four  fifths  of  every  House  of 
Commons  tliat  shall  hereafter  be  choGeo. 

I  do  not  deny  but  that  some  rights » 
well  of  the  members  of  this  Hoiue  as  of 
their  constituents,  have  arisen  at  difiereot 
times  from  acts  of  parliament,  but  the  k 
greater  part  of  them  have  no  suchaoarce; 
with  respect,  however,  both  to  oneandtiM 
other,  good  sense  and  disccetioo  must  re- 
gulate our  conduct.  We  must  never  sop* 
pose,  that  we  are  hotind  to  an  sbsurditj, 
whatever  may  be  found  in  ancient  perch* 
ments,  or  traced  in  obscure  histor]^. 

When  the  people^  at  whatever  time,  or 
for  whatever  purpose,  appointed  a  fev  to 
act  as  representatives  of  the  whole,  thdr 
end  coula  not  possibly  have  been  lossff* 
ed,  if  they  had  not  given  to  the  repre- 
sentatives the  same  power  to  act  for  tbi 
constituents,  as  the  constituents  bad  10 
^t  for  themselves. 

A  power  of  preserving  order  sod  de- 
cency is  essentially  necessary  to  every  ag- 
gregate body;  and  with  respect  to  tbtf 
assembly^  if  it  had  not  power  over  itipv* 
ticular  members,  they  would  be  subject 
to  no  controul  at  alL  Where,  but  io  tiu( 
House,  could  a  coercive  power  oveiA 
members  be  placed?  It  could  not  ia 
placed  in  the  King,  or  the  House  of  Lonh 
because  then  the  Commons  would  become 
dependant  upon  the  other  branches  o^the 
legisUiture.  It  could  not  be  plsced  in  itt 
constituents  the  people,  for  they  could 
not  possibly  naeet  to  deliberate  about  is 
execution :  all  tliat  the  people  coald  doia 
tfaia  case,  would  be  to  elect  a  second  coc* 
mittee,  or  House-  of  Commons  to  fbfia 
rules  for  the  first;  but  that-one  H«»e« 
Comaona»  or  comiBitt—  of  the  peop^ 
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imM,  btve  power  over  the  neniberB  of 
another  Hoase  of  Commons  or  cofnorit- 
tee^  and  aot  ever  its  o^n,  is  swre  an  eb- 
aurdit^  tsM  grots  for  iuiy  «iaa  to  adopt. 
Hie  right  of  the  people  therdfore  to  judge 
of  the  privileges  of  their  represeotathres, 
miut  aecessarily  devolve  «ftpoa  such  re- 
presentatives themselves,    because,    the 
exercise  of  such  right  is  absdalely  neces- 
isrj,  and  it  cannot  possibly  be  placed  any 
where  dse.    If  this  be  a  right  idea  of  tWe 
eonttitutioQ  of  this  House,  there  is  cer- 
tainly the  greatest  reason  to  fear  that 
every  attempt  to  dieck  its  power  over  its 
ovn  members,  wiH  tend  to  subvert  its  in- 
dqiendency,  and  bring  the  represenfative 
and  the  represented  once  more  into  that 
atafie  of  slavery,  from  which  diey  have  by 
various  causes  been  gradoidly  emerging 
for  the  last  50(0  yean.    The  regulations  Si 
the  House  of  Commons  have,  like  all 
odier  laws,  been  the  children  of  expe- 
diency, formed  without  precedent,  and 
against  precedent  laid  aside^  when  the 
teaaon  of  their  establishment  no  longer 
subsisted* 

This  is  the  conduct  that  is  indicated  by 
discretion,  and  entered  upon  by  necessitj. 
And,  without  consi|lting  journals,  1  wiU 
venture  to  pronounce,  that  this  has  been 
the  constant  practice  of  the  House  of 
Commons  ever  since  it  had  a  beginning, 
|uid  must  be  its  practice  as  long  as  it  ex« 
ists,  or  at  least  as  long  as  it  continues  ade« 
Ittste  to  its  criginal  coostitutiosMd  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  Thomas  To^amshend : 

I  am  sorry.  Sir,  to  see  gentlemen 
ifiict  to  trear  this  question,  as  irit  related 
Nily  to  the  privileges  of  our  own  aaemw 
tars:  it  affieets  in  a  most  essential  point 
he  right  of  oar  electors,  the  people  of 
England;  and  whatever  may  be  the  origin 
^the  laws,  or  rules,  or  precedents  of  tnis 
louse,  whether  expediency,  necessity^ 
described  pnneiples,  or  common  sense, 
is  certain  that  they  eannot  operate  upon 
bose  that  sve  not  subject  to  their  juris- 
iction.  The  people  of  England,  Sir,  by 
hose  authmity  we  sit  here^  do  not  surely 
old  their  rights  and  privileges  under  the 
rbitrary  wifi  of  this  House,  by  whatever 
ame  genUemen  may  pleas^  to  oali  it.  If 
>at  were  the  oase^  this  House,  instead  of 
ring  a  check  upon  the  other  parts  of  the 
tgishuure,  to  prevent  tyranny,  would  it- 
uf,  uncontixiuted,  be  the  most  dreadful 
rrant  upon  earth«  In  that  case,  Sir,  I 
lOttU  see  iMlhiDg  ha  lUs  oountt^  (bat 


ooidd  give  it  tfie  preference  above  otheiea 
is  the  cUmate  better,  or  is  its  produce  mono 
abundant  i  certainiy  not.  It  h  the  coo- 
stittttion  of  Engfamd  only  that  makes  it 
dear,  and  if  this  is  to  lie  subverted,  the 
sooner  we  ut9  con^ered  by  a  brave  end* 
my,  the  better ;  it  is  less  disgraceful  to  hu 
subjects  to  France  than  traitors  to  our- 
selves. Let  us  not,  however,  lose  sight 
of  the  ouestton  in  debate,  nor  let  it  be  sop- 
posed  Uiat  I  am  denying  any  power  to  this 
House  that  it  has  been  used  to  exercise, 
or  that,  consistent  with  our  constitutioQ 
and  liberties,  it  can  claim.  If  any  crime 
appears  to  have  been  committed  by  a 
member  after  his  election ;  or  having  been 
committed  before,  is  first  proved  upon 
him,  the  Hoi^  may  iaterpose  for  one 
certain  purpose,  and  no  otner.  It  may 
consider  whether  such  criminal  member 
is  fit  to  execute  Uie  trust  which  has  been 
placed  in  him,  and  it  may  decide  the 
question  in  the  first  instance;  but  if,  in 
consequence  of  this  decision,  the  mem- 
ber is  returned  back  to  his  constituents, 
and  his  constituents  by  a  re-election, 
declare  themsdves  to  be  of  a  contrary 
opinion,  will  any  man  say  that  in  thu 
case  the  will  of  the  House,  and  not 
the  will  of  the  constituents,  shall  dete^p 
mine  the  question?  and  Uiat  not  the 
countv  but  the  representatives  of  other 
counties  shall  contingently  appoint  iai 
members  ?  The  members  of  tliis  House, 
Sir,  must  not  ask  whether  the  man  whom 
the  electors  have  chosen,  is  fit  company 
for  them;  he  acquires  an  indisputabm 
title  to  admission  by  that  election,  and 
that  alone.  His  title  is,  that  he  is  chosen 
by  his  constituents,  not  that  he  is  adopted 
by  the  House,  deriving  his  full  power  treaii 
those  who  sent  him* 

Mr.  Onslow  I 

Sir;  in  answer  to  what  the  hon* 
gentleman  over  the  way  has  said  concern- 
ing the  people  of  England,  I  will  venture 
to  affirm,  that  the  people  of  England,  con^ 
sidered  either  as  a  legislative  or  a  judica- 
tive body,  have  no  existeaee  but  withift 
the  walls  of  this  House :  so  that  if  any 
dispute  could  possibly  ari«e  between  the 
people  of  England  and  the  House  of 
Commons,  it  is  here,  and  here  only,  thsit 
the  dispute  could  be  decided,  atld  the 
House  must  become  judge  as  well  as  pAr^ 
in  the  cause;  I  may  oot^  perhaps,  call  this 
law,  I  may  not,  perhaps,  think  it  worth 
^hile  to  call  it  reaiion ;  but  I  say  It  is  that 
whifdi  upon  aU  otcasioaa  must  take  place 
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both  of  law  and  reason,  it  isnecenty; 
.and  when  there  is  but  one  wajy  in  which 
a  thing  can  be,  it  is  folly  to  repine  at  its 
inconveniencies.  Let  any  gentleman 
point  me  out  a  power  to  which  the  present 
dispute  can  be  referred,  and  I  will  cheer- 
fuilv  concur  in  the  reference:  the  King 
and  the  Lords  are  out  of  the  ouestion,  and 
to  appeal  to  the  people,  would  imply  this 
absurdity,  that  they  had  reserved  their 
power  of  deliberation,  after,  (from  expe- 
rience that  they  could  not  exercise  it 
themselves)  they  had  delegated  it  for  years 
to  a  smaller  number. 

The  name  House  of  Commons,  Sir,  is 
misunderstood ;  instead  therefore  of  giv- 
ing this  assembly  an  ambiguous  appella- 
tion, I  shall  call  it  the  people  or  Eng- 
land. The  present  dispute  will  then  ap- 
pear to  be  not  between  the  House  of 
Commons  and  their  electors,  but  between 
almost  the  whole  people  of  England,  and 
a  very  small  portion  of  them  called  the 
freeholders  of  Middlesex.  What  has 
been  offered  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  concerning  our  right  to  expel, 
and  our  obligation  to  re«admit,  has,  1  con- 
fess, the  appearance  of  reasoning;  but 
the  moment  we  consider  the  gentlemen 
sitting  on  those  benches,  ^  so  many 
counties,  cities,  and  boroughs,  vojunta- 
rily  met  together,  and  forming  a  regular 
Bociet^  for  the  management  of  their  own 
.concerns,  the  error  of  this  reasoning  be- 
comes manifest.  Change  the  proposition 
of  the  House  of  Commons  expelhng  Mr. 
Wilkes,  to  that  of  the  whole  people  of 
England  expelling  a  two  hundred  and 
fiftieth  part  of  their  body,  the  freeholders 
of  Middlesex,  and  none  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's arguments  can  possibly  take 
place.  The  same  right  which  belongs  to 
the  people  at  large,  must  belong  to  the 
people  here  contracted  by  representation : 
this  right,  however,  is  more  than  upon 
tlie  present  occasion  is  claimed.  The 
auestion  is  not  now,  whether  a  county 
aiiaU  be  represented,  but  whether  the 
.most  exceptionable  man  in  the  kingdom 
iihall  represent  iu 

Sir  George  Yonge  : 

I  am  very  ready.  Sir,  to  join  issue 
with  the  hon.  gentleman,  who  referred 
the  question  before  us,  to  the  determina- 
tion of  common  honesty  and  common 
sense,  for  1  am  as  positive,  that  sense  and 
honesty  would  determine  on  my  side,  as 
he  affects  to  be  that  they  would  deter- 
wne  on  his.    But  I  have  a  more  fo^puda- 


ble  antagonist  in  the  necromsncerwbo  ha 
conjured  all  the  counties,  cities  tod  bo- 
roughs of  two  kingdoms,  within  the  wilk 
of  this  House,  and  displaced  the  memben 
to  make  room  for  them.  1  am  not  how- 
ever afraid  even  of  him:  I  know  thit 
**  he  is  of  his  fiuher  the  devil,  and  that  the 
works  of  his  father  he  will  do,"  but  I  tnut 
that  I  shall  be  able  to  put  both  him  td 
his  father  to  fligbc,  and  that  **  their  worio 
will  follow  them:'*  I  will  at  lesstregst 
them;  and  I  know,  that  when  they  are 
resisted,  they  can  never  prevail. 

He  says,  that  we  have  the  ssme  rigbf 
to  expel  a  member,  as  the  people  of  Eng- 
land have  to  expel  the  iohabitants  of  i 
county,  from  a  share  in  the  l^islature, 
'^  because  the  same  right  which  heloogi 
to  the  people  at  large,  most  belong  to  the 
people  here  contracted  by   representa- 
tion ;"  which  is  just  as  much  as  if  he  had 
said,  a  servant  has  the  same  right  to  com- 
mit a  robbery  as  his  master,  because  aoy 
right  which  belongs  to  the  master,  may  be 
delegated  to  the  servant    It  is  the  right 
of  the  people  to  exclude  a  county^tbit 
we  deny,  as  we  do  that  of  a  master  to 
commit  a  robbery;   the  right  of  the  re- 
presentative and  servant,  uerefore,  are 
out  of  the  question.     I  should  be  glad  ts 
know  upon  what  principle  of  the  consti- 
tution, or,  indeed,  what  principle  of  gene- 
ral society,  the  minority  &f  the  people  of 
England,  can  pretend  a  right  to  diifin* 
chise  the  majority :  there  is  but  one  pHa* 
ciple  that  1  know  of,  upon  which  it  ca 
be  done ;  a  principle,  to  which  I  fear  the 
hon,  gentleman  and  his  party,  are  too 
much  attached,  power.    The  will  of  the 
strongest  is  the  tyrant's  rule  of  right,  and 
by  no  other  rule  can  the  many  oppress  the 
few :  if  there  had  been  a  stipulated  con* 
nant  between  the  county  of  Middlesex  es 
one  part,  and  the  rest  of  the  kingdom  oa 
the  other,  under  the  penalty  of  disfian* 
chisement  on  the  part  of  the  county,  and 
the  penalty  had  been  incurred  by  a  breach 
of  the  covenant,  Uien  indeed  it  might  lav* 
fully  have  been  inflicted,  and  sense  and 
honesty  will  concur  to  tell  us,  that  it  couU 
not  lawfully  have  been  inflicted  oil  tnj 
other  condition.     It  is,  1  know,  very  true, 
that  the  county  of  Durham  once  ntfde  no 
part  of  our  legislature,  but  there  is  ** 
much  difference  between  not  possessing  t 
privilege,  and  having  a  privilege  that  s 
possessed  taken  away,  as  between  having 
no- money  to  lose,  and  being  robbed  (^ 
money  on  the  road. 

Hi  then,  the  whole  people  of  EogM 
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old  not  expel  a  county  from  their  com- 
Hi*hall,  but  in  consequence  of  the  breach 
some  covenant,  under  which  they  had 
hintarily  subjected  themselves  to  such 
penalty,  surely,  as  I  observed  before, 
»re  is  no  shadow  of  pretence  to  justify 

act,  which  is  eventually  the  'same  in 
eir  deputies,  their  attornies,  their  stew- 
Is,  or,  as  a  distinguishing  gentleman 
(thought  fit  to  call  them,  their  plenipo- 
Btiaries. 

We  have  been  told  of  another  princi- 
K,  by  which  all  law  and  all  reason  are 
pplanted,  necessity  {  there  is,  indeed,  a 
lid  of  necessity  which  is  neither  conso- 
nt  to  reason,  nor  subject  to  law :  of  this 
id,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  is  the  physi- 
I  necessity  that  produces  pestilence,  fa- 
be,  and  earthquakes :  but  moral  neces- 
gr,  which  is  what  the  hon.  gentleman 
Mins,  if  he  means  any  thing,  is  another 
kg.  Moral  necessity  results  from  rea- 
t,  and  is  the  foundation  of  law :  it  ia 
■t  necessity  which  urges  a  man  to  eat 
ben  he  is  hungry,  and  take  physic  when 
)  m  sick :  it  is  founded  upon  general  ad- 
latage,  and  never  can  subsist  without  it, 
I  there  can  be  no  moral  necessity  for  a 
in  not  to  eat  when  he  is  hungry,  or  take 
adicine  when  he  is  sick.  Moral  neces* 
^9  therefore,  can  never  urge  a  commu- 
ity,  any  more  than  an  individual,  to  any 
leasure  that  is  not  for  its  advantage  upon 
le  whole,  and  surely  it  is  not  for  the  ad- 
iitace  of  any  society,  that  one  part  of  it 
lould  be  oppressed  by  another.  The 
it  laws  and  the  first  government,  were 
to  effect  of  a  moral  necessity,  to  pre- 
Mit  the  mischiefs  of  that  perpetual  hosti- 
fyi  which  an  opposition  of  interest  could 
M  fail  to  produce,  from  the  first  moment 
*re  was  what  we  call  property  in  the 
^rld ;  and  except  the  learned  gentleman 
>&  prove,  that  it  is  better  for  one  part  of 
iociety  to  oppress  another,  than  for  all 
^enjoy  common  privileges,  he  can  never 
Hind  the  measure  for  which  he  is  an  ad- 
iHate,  upon  moral  necessity. 

He  says,  indeed,  that  the  House  must 
^ome  judge  and  party  in  its  own  cause, 
J«ra  being  no  other  power  to  which  the 
"■pute  in  question  can  be  referred  :  if 
■ch  a  power  can  be  found,  he  has  ofiered 
?  concur  in  the  reference.  I  agree  with 
^  Sir,  that  the  King  and  the  Lords  are 
**t  of  the  question,  as  moving  in  the  first 
*Jtance;  but  I  confess  I  do  not  see  the 
surdity  of  appealing  to  the  people  ;  the 
j^«;»  gentleman  says,  that  it  would  imply 
■^  haying  at  once  reserved  their  power, 


and  parted  ^ith  it  for  a  certain  time  bj 
delegation  ;  but  wha  has  told  this  gentle- 
man,  that  the  act  of  delegation  in  the 
people  of  England  to  their  representatives^ 
IS  irrevocable^  I  say  that  upon  every 
principle  of  constitutional  right,  upon 
every  principle  of  general  society,  it  is  re- 
vocable; and  I  say  there  is  a  moral  neces- 
sity that  it  should  be  so.  It  is  as  neces- 
sary that  the  people  should  revoke  their 
delegation,  when  their  representatives  be- 
tray the  rights  they  were  Chosen  to  de- 
fend, as  that  an  individual  should  revoke 
a  warrant  of  attorney,  when  his  substitute 
for  the  receipt  of  money  converts  it  to  his 
own  use  :  and  to  suppose  any  society, 
under  a  necessity  of  losing  all  tliat  is  dear 
in  freedom  and  independence,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  temporary  delegation  of  its 
power  to  substitutes  or  representatives,  it 
an  affront  to  common  sense :  the  constitu- 
tion of  England  involves  no  such  ab- 
surdity ;  by  the  constitution  of  England 
the  people  have  a  right  to  petition  the 
King,  to  give  them  a  new  choice,  by  dis- 
missing representatives  who  betray  their 
trust ;  and  by  the  constitution  of  England, 
the  King  has  a  right  to  dismiss  them.  Let 
us  then  hear  no  more  of  **  the  tyrant^i 
plea,  necessity :"  and  when  we  complain 
of  evils,  let  us  no  more  be  insulted  by  a 
pretence  that  they  are  irremediable.  Will 
the  people's  petitioning  the  King  for  a  dis- 
solution of  tne  parliament,  render  them 
dependent  upon  the  royal  authority? 
Will  the  King's  compliance  with  such  pe- 
tition, render  them  so  dependent?  Just 
as  much  as  presenting  a  bill  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, after  it  has  passed  both  Houses, 
just  as  much  as  his  Majesty's  signing. a 
bill  so  presented.  As  this  House,  there* 
fore,  neither  by  any  principle  of  the  con- 
stitution, or  of  genertfl  society,  or  of  moral 
necessity,  is  party  and  judge  under  no 
controul  but  the  caprice  of  its  own  will,  I 
shall  support  the  motion,  that  this  House 
ought  to  judge  of  elections  by  the  laws  of 
the  land. 

Mr.  Attorney-General  De  Grey  : 

Sir ;  instead  of  following  the  hon. 
gentleman  near  me,  over  the  vast  tract  of 
ground  he  has  passed,  I  shall  endeavour  to 
bring  him  back  to  the  spot  from  whence 
he  set  out,  where  on^  our  business  is  to  be 
done.  1  apprehend  that  the  question  upon 
which  this  motion  turns  is  simply.  Whether 
this  House  has  a  right  to  expel  its  mem- 
bers ?  That  they  have  not  such  a  right 
formally,  some  have  been  bold  enough  t# 
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lert,  and  some  have  been  weak  enouf  b 
to  attempt  to  prove:  but  I  have  nothing 
to  do  wito  them,  they  are /eAi  de  se^  and  I 
•hall  waste  no  time  m  killing  dead  men ; 
but  some  there  are,  who  with  somewhat 
more  plausibility  deny  it  virtually,  and 
maintain  that  to  expel,  is  nothing  more 
than  to  offer  the  same  member  again  to 
his  constituents.  But  as  the  most  sober 
and  rational  part  of  the  advocates  for  this 
opinion  admit  that  the  House  can  expel 
as  often  as  the  constituents  re-elect,  it  is 
plain  that  all  this  mighty  contest  is  about 
a  mere  form,  productive  of  endless  con- 
tention, which  it  is  the  principal  purpose 
of  all  law  and  government  to  prevent.  It 
was  easy  for  the  House  of  Commons  to 
have  expelled  Mr.  Wilkes  twenty  times, 
and  to  have  indulged  the  wrone-headed 
electors  in  twenty  riotous  holidays  at 
Brentford, '  where  the  mob  would  have 
drank  more  beer,  for  which  the  publican 
will  probably  never  be  paid,  by  tne  great 
patriots  who  gave  orders  for  its  being 
drawn ;  but  the  House  preferred  the  mea- 
sure they  have  taken,  as  more  consistent' 
with  the  public  peace,  and  suitable  to  the 
dignity  of  parliament :  that  they  did  so  in 
conformity  to  the  law  of  the  land,  is  mani- 
fest upon  this  plain  principle,  that  it  can* 
not  be  the  law  of  any  land  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth,  to  give  one  person  a  right  of 
doing,  what  another  has  a  right  to  prevent. 

But  it  is  said,  that  Ihe  establishment  of 
a  virtual  right  in  this  House  to  expel  its 
members,  that  is,  to  prevent  those  whom 
they  turn  out  of  their  House  one  day, 
from  being  violently  thrust  in  the  next, 
may  be  applied  by  the  majority  to  exclude 
the  rest :  but  he  who  can  extend  his  fears 
to  a  circle  that  includes  all  possible  mis- 
chief, requires  rather  pity  than  argument. 
That  the  power  of  the  House  for  which  I 
contend,  is  susceptible  of  abuse  I  do  not 
deny,  and  perhaps  our  journals  can  furnish 
more  than  one  instance,  in  which  such 
abuse  has  already  happened:  but  these 
a^e  evils  which  ever  have  been,  and  ever 
must  be  borne,  because  there  is  no 
possible  institution  which  can  exclude 
them ;  they  are  intailed  upon '  us  not  by 
moral,  but  by  physical  necessity,  by  the 
same  necessity,  which,  as  an  hon.  gentle- 
man has  observed,  entails  upon  us  the 
evils  of  plagues,  famine,  and  earthquakes. 
Is  it  not  manifest,  that  the  power  intrusted 
with  the  other  parts  of  the  legislature  is 
equally  liable  to  abuse,  and  that  through 
the  microscope  of  imagination  they  would 
appear  equally  frightfol  and  enormoiis  i 
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It  maylfe  said,  and  said  tndy^tbaAi 
ttolimit^  power  of  pardoning  criming 
enables  the  crown  to  set  the  aaaii 
above  law,  and  that  the  House  of  Pea 
may,  in  contempt  of  law  and  ju8ticetd» 
possess  any  man  of  his  property,  by  eid^ 
ing  frivolous  claims  upon  which  tiieji 
to  decide  in  the  last  resort:  buthiij 
man  yet  suffered  these  mischief  \  on 
any  man  seriously  think  he  shall 
them  ?  Those  who  do,  may  seriouslji 
the  abuse  of  the  power  contended  fori 
the  House  of  Commons,  but  let  tbemi 
consistently,  let  them  never  walk  in 
streets,  because  some  have  been  M 
the  falling  of  a  tile  from  a  house; 
them  never  walk  in  the  fields,  beoi 
others  have  been  gored  by  a  ball.       \ 

As  every  action  exposes  us  to  ds^ 
all  power  is  capable  of  abuse;  yet ' 
must  be  power  wherever  there  is 
ment,  and  there  must  be 
wherever  there  are  men.  The  thfee  \ 
which  compose  the  l^slative  [Mnrcrd 
England  are  equal,  yet  scarce  ever  coiM 
for  their  power  has^different  objects:  M 
are  mutually  checks  upon  each  other,  ja 
are  acknowledged  to  be  perfectly  afe 
pendent :  our  constitution,  then,  \M 
composed  of  three  powers,  each  sbaoM 
in  certain  things  within  its  own  depiil 
ment,  and  by  that  means  formidaUea 
the  other  two,  stands  firm  like  a  piecer 
skilful  masonry,  merely  by  the 
of  its  parts :  take  away  ever  so  little^ 
from  one,  and  the  whole  will  ii 
fall  into  ruins.   , 

This  nice  but  comprehensive 
however,  was  not  conceived  stoocel 
legislative  wisdom :  it  has  been  die 
gressive  work  rather  of  feeling  tiai 
thought,  for  700  years;  it  i^  notde0il( 
from  any  prescribed  rules,  but  fVon  M 
sensct  discovering  utility  and  pais<i4i 
wherever  it  was  found.  These  are  ik 
principles  upon  which  it  was  fonned,  i* 
It  is  only  upon  these  principles  that  it  ci 
be  secured. 

Let  us,  then,  preserve  the  independtftt 
of  our  own  body,  as  involviog  the  liW 
of  the  people,  and  defend  it  ag^^ 
people  themselves  misguided  Slid  ixfyoA 
by  faction  and  self-interest,  with  do  ^ 
activity  and  perseverance  than  *g*"?*  ^ 
Crown  or  Uie  Lords,  and  look  op^^ 
fectien  and  gratitude  to  the  priscei  ^ 
knowing  the  value  of  our  coostitttttoD,  a 
well  to  himself  as  to  hb  f^V^  ^ 
nobly  rejected  an  opportunity  trmcfc 
late  ntttioos  have  given  hioi  of  w^if 
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)g  the  eqoitibriiiiii  of  the  oonstitotion  bj    the  question  but  that  it  was  unneceHHirys 
icreasing  his  own  power,  which  a  sove*   but  hoped  that  objections  of  another  kind 


iign  less  virtuous  and  leas  wise  would 
iTe  embraced. 

General  CtmvMy*  I  cannot  help  ex- 
'e&smj^  my  concern  that  so  much  time 
IS  been  taken  up  concerning  a  motion 
hich  seems  to  me  to  be  wholly  unne- 
ssary.  We  mighty  in  my  opinion,  as 
ell  have  moved  tliat  Magna  Charta  is  a 
)od  law,  or  that  two  and  two  are  equal 
four.  Do  not  let  us  be  drawn  in  to  give 
negative  to  self-evident  propositions ; 
lither  let  us  be  guilty  of  the  absurdity  of 
ipeario^  to  establbh  its  truth. 

Alderman  SanoMdge,  If  Ma^na  Chartar 
id  been  evaded  by  a  resolution  of  this 
Quse,  it  would  have  been  equallvpro- 
r  to  have  made  the  same  resolution 
itb  respect  to  Magna  Charta,  that  ia  now 
ired  with  respect  to  determining  elec^ 

IDS. 

Mr.  Onskrto.  The  best  way  to  get  rid 
the  motion,  is  to  move  for  the  cbair- 
in  to  leave  the  chair. 

Sir  AntkoH^'  Ahif^  This  indeed  is  a 
Ht  and  effectual  way  of  doing  the  King's 
■ness,  and  cornea  with  an  admirable 
ice  from  the  King's  servanti. 

Lord  North,  We  shall  not  have  re- 
iirse  to  any  such  expedient.  I  should 
glad  to  know  what  motions  are  to  fol* 
r;  if  I  am  not  to  be  told,  I  shall  move 
It  this  may  be  amended. 

Mr.  DofaodemoelL  I  have  other  motions, 
tmust  dedinesaying  what  they  are,  till 
I  is  determined*. 

Lord  North  then  moved,  that  the  motion 
Sht  be  amended,  by  adding  thereto  these 
rdg ;  <<  And  that  the  judgment  of  this 
Vie,  declared  in  the  Kesolution  of  the 
!h  of  February  last,  *  That  John  Wilkes, 
iq.  having  been  in  this  session  of  parlia- 
lent  expelled  this  House,  was,  and  is, 
tcapable  of  being  eliected  a  member  to 
'fve  in  thb  present  parliament,'  was 
eeable  to  the  said  law  of  the  land,  and 
y  authorised  by  the  law  and  custom  of 
Kament.'* 

tfr.  Wtdderbwm  dbaerved,  that  lord 
ttli,  with  respect  to  his  motion,  acted 
^  an  old  woman,  who  being  examined 
&  witness,  and  asked  her  name,  said  she 
bM  not  tall  it,  till  she  knew  what  quea* 
K  were  to  follow ;  he  said  he  was  glad 
^  noble  loid  had  aothiog  to  object  to 


against  the  amendment  were  so  manifest* 
as  that  no  gentleman  would  votia  with  him 
in  it. 

After  some  farther  altercation  about  the 
sense  of  the  people  with  respect  to  the 
judgment  of  the  House,  mentioned  in.  the 
amendment, 

Mr.  GrenvMe  said,  that  if  the  majority 
of  the  freeholders  of  property,  did  not 
sign  the  petitions,  neither  could  it  be  saidg 
that  the  majority  of  the  freeholders  of  pro* 
perty  sisned  the  addresses.  It  was  re* 
ported,  he  said,  that  these  addresses  were 
obtained  in  London  and  Surry,  by  the 
giving  of  lottery  tickets. 

Mr.  OnsUm  said,  that  the  insinuatioiv  of 
lottery  tickets  was  false  with  respect  to 
Surry,  whatever  it  might  be  with  respect 
to  London. 

Mr.  GrenviUe  replied,  that  if  the  report 
was  aot  true,  the  treasury,  who  had  th» 
list,  should  prove  it  to  be  raise. 

Lord  North  answered :  The  list  is  at  the 
Bank,  open  to  all  who  wish  to  inspect  it ; 
and  therefore  a  declaration  on  the  part  of 
the  treasury,  is  unnecessary.  It  is  mdeed 
true,  that  a  certain  little  gentlenran  of 
Surry  had  some  tickets,  but  nothing  can 
be  inferred  from  that,  for  the  little  gentle* 
man  signed  the  address  and  petition  too. 

Upon  a  division  the  question  was  agreed 
to  with  the  Amendment,  by  224  munsfe 
180. 

List  of  the  Minoriitf^ 

Abdy,  sir  A.  Caraac,  J. 

A  Hanson,  Charles 


Alien,  B. 
Astley,  sir  Bdw. 
Aobrej,  J. 
Barr^,  ool. 
Barrow,  Cba. 
fieauclerc,  Anbrey 
Belasyse,  lord 
Bertie,  P. 
Bethell,  Hngh 
Blacket,  sir  Walter 
Blacket,  sir  Edw. 
Bridgman,  sir  H. 
Brett,  sir  Piercy 
Brinkdale,  M. 
Buller,  J.  jun. 
Burke.  E. 
Bnrke;  W. 
Byng,  G: 
CalcrafV,  J. 
Calcrall,  T. 
Calvert,  JL 


Carendish,  lord  O. 
Cavendish,  Idird  F. 
Cavendish,  lord  ^. 
Cavendish,  H. 
Cbolraondeley,  N. 
Clarke,  G.  P. 
Clavering,  sirT. 
Clayton,  m  Robt. 
Clive,  lord 
Clive,  Geo. 
Cordington,  sir  W. 
Colebrooke,  sir  G. 
Cornwall,  Ch.  W. 
CoTentrv,Thow 
Coxe,  li  H. 
Crosby,  Brass 
Damer,  J-.  jua. 
Bamer,  Geo. 
Davprs^sirCba. 
Davvktns,  H. 
Dempatpr,  GeOb. 
Delaval,Geo^ 
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Doo€gAl,  earl  of 
Doirdeiwell,  W. 
Drake,  W^un. 
Dumaier,  T. 
Dunning,  J. 
Feat  beretonhangli, 

sirM. 
Fife,  earl  of 
Fincb,  S. 
FitZRiaurice,  T. 
Fletcher,  sir  Rob. 
Fletcher,  H. 
Foley,  T.  sen. 


Murray,  Ja. 
Maaffnwe^  G. 
Noma,  J. 
Oiibaldiston,  F. 

Pajfe,  Fr. 
Parker,  J. 
Pennant,.  R. 
Percy,  earl 
Phipps,  capt* 
Pitt,  T. 
Plumer,  W. 
Plum  tree,  J. 
Popbam,  Edw. 
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Frankland,  air  Tho.  Poulett,  Geo. 

Frankland,  W.  Powoall,  Tbo. 

Freeman,  T.  Pratt,  R. 

Fuller,  Rich.  Pryce,  Chaca 

Garth,  Cha.  Pultney,  W. 

Glynn,  serjeant  Ridley,  sir  M. 

Goddard,  W.  Ridley,  M. 

Graiiby,  marquis  of  Rouse,  sir  John 

Graves,  W.  Rusbout,  J . 

Gre^orvt  R.  Saville,  sir  Geo. 

Greuvifie,  George  St.  Aubyn,  sir  J, 

GrenvHIe,  Henry  St.  Leger,  A. 

Griffin,  sir  John  Salt,  S. 

GrosvHior«  T.  Sackville,  lord  G. 

Grove,  W.  C.  Saundera,  air  C. 

fiampden,  Tbo.  Sawbridge»  J. 

Hanbury,  J.  Sea  wen,  J. 

Hamilton,  W.  G.  Scroope,  T. 

Harbord,  H.  Scudamore,  J. 

Hay,  Tbo.  Seymour,  H. 

Herbert,  Rob.  Skipvritb,J. 

Hobart,  G.  Standert,  F. 

Hope,  J.  Southwell,  Edw. 
Honey  wood,  gen.       -    Stepney,  J. 

Hotham,  B.  Stracbey,  H. 

Howard,  gen.  Stuart,  H. 

Howard,  Tbo.  Sutton,  lord  Geo. 

Hunt,  G.  Sutton,  Richard 

Hussey,  \V.  Taylor,  Paris 

Jennings,  Philip  Tempest,  J. 

Irwin,  gen.  Thomond,  lord 

Johnston,  Geo.  Thompson,  B. 

Keck,  A.  Tboroton,  T. 

Keppel,  adm.  Townsend,  Jamea 

.   Keppel,  gen.  Trecothick,  B. 

Ladbroke,  sir  R.  Turner,  Cbarlea 

Laiiibton,  gen.  Verney,  earl 

Lascelles,  Edwin  Vernon,. Ven. 

LascellcM,  Danitl  Walsh,  J. 

•    LasceIleS|^  Edward  Walsinj^ham,  B. 

Legb,  P.  Walter.^J. 

Lethieulier,  B.  Weddell,  W. 

Ludlow,  earl  Wenroan,  lord 

Luther,  J.  IVedderburne,  A. 

Mai-kwortb,  Herb.  West,  J. 

Manners,  Joba  Whately,  T. 

Manners,  Geo.  Wbiiworib,  R. 

Martin,  Joe.  Wiltoughby,  T. 

Marnham,  C.  Winnington,  air  E. 

Maugier,  J,  Worge,  R.        * 

Mawbey,  sir  J.  Wray,  air  C. 

Meredith,  air  W.  Yonge,  sir  G. 
Milles,  R.  Tellers. 

Molyneux,  T.  M,       .    Vincent,  sir  Francis 

Montague,  Fr.  TownsbcDd,  rt.  b.  T. 


January  SI.  The  Houae liiviog  agui 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  oq  tbe 
State  of  the  Nation, 

Mr.  D&codetweU  observed,  that  after  tlie 
ResohitJOn  the  Cooamittee  had  come  to  at 
their  last  sitting,  tbe  next  step,  in  coarse, 
must  be  to  declare,  that  a  resolution  oi 
one  House  of  Parliameut  did  not  creates 
law.  The  reason  of  this  he  shewed  m  this 
distinction  between  the  legidativeaodja^ 
dicial  capacity  of  the  House.  In  the  for 
mer,  they  were  only  a  part  of  the  gre 
body  of  the  nation,  controuled  by  t 
Lonls  and  King,  over  whom  agam  tL, 
had  a  controul ;  and  in  the  latter  capacitj, 
as  far  as  regarded  their  own  members  (uo 
der  the  restrictions  of  the  first  resdatioD} 
they  were  absolute :  that  if  the  H 
coiud,  of  itself*  create  an  incapacitj 
then  decide  on  that  incapacity,  it  woi 
be  a  despotic  power  lodged  in  one  bra 
of  ahe  legislature,  and  which  most  en 
the  most  absdute  tyranny :  that  to  qi 
the  fears  of  the  pemle  on  this  last  sul 
it  was  necessary  for  the  House  to 
claim  any  such  pretensions ;  and  hew 
therefore  move ;  «  That  by  the  Lav  of 
Land,  and  the  known  law  and  usage  ofp 
liament,  no  person,  eligible  by  cotDma 
right,  can  be  incapacitated  by  Vote  or  Be 
solution  of  this  House,  but  by  act  of  pa 
liament  only.'' 

Mr.  Hampden  : 

I  rise  up.  Sir,  to  second  tbe  inot» 
of  my  hon.  friend,  but  all  argumeDttj 
prove  the  position  seems  to  be  precloded 
for  the  thing  to  be  proved  is  eqoally  toaw 
fest  with  any  axiom  that  can  be  laid  dotj 
in  order  to  prove  it :  the  only  doubt  tfaa 
I  think  can  arise,  or  rather  the  onlj  w 
jection  that  can  be  urged  to  serve  the  pur 
poses  of  those  who  do  not  and  cannotdi»b^ 
IS  concerning  the  expediency  of  gi^^ 
the  sanction  of  a  vote  to  a  principle  wM 
cannot  be  controverted.  -In  answer  t 
this,  I  shall  only  say,  that  such  a  resold 
tion  seems  to  be  necessary  as  abarrid 
against  any  measures  which  are  contiin 
to  this  principle,  and  a  standard  or  niM 
this  House,  by  which  any  past  meastnj 
may  be  judgea  of,  without  looking  fartM 
Every  wise  and  good  legislature  mav  M 
said  rather  to  declare  what  is  right  m 

f prescribe  it  It  was  right  that  every  iH 
ife  and  property  should  be  inviolate  H 
fore  any  law  was  made  to  secure  thern^ 
punishing  robbery  and  murder.  Tbe  H 
ciples  of  this  motion  being  built  upon  w\ 
titude  equally  incontnnrertiblei  is  do  reii 
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KMi  wh  J  we  should  not  give  then  the  siuic- 

ionofourauthorily. 

Lord  Clare : 

I  have  an  objection  to  the  motion 
lesides  that  which  has  been  just  suggested 
0  be  the  only  one  that  can  be  brought : 
f  we  coioe  to  the  resolution  proposed,  we 
ball  incur  the  disgraee  and  danger  of  a 
louse  that  is  divided  against  itself^  for  it 
)  dianetrically  opposite  to  the  lost  reso^ 
tttion  which  we  came  to  in  this  very  coaai- 
uUee ;  I  will  not  pay  so  bad  a  compU- 
aent  to  this  House  a»  to  suppose  that  sudb 
esolution  was  contrary  to  self-evident 
irinciples  of  rtghti  which  are  the  founda^ 
ion  of  all  law,  and  therefore  I  cannot  sup* 
ose  with  the  boo.  eentlemaa  that  the  re- 
olution  now  naoved  for,  is  consonant  to 
ach  priociplea.  I  do  not  pretend  that 
If  r.  Wilkes  is  incapacitated  by  act  of  par- 
iiroent,  yet  I  aay  that  in  my  c^nion  he  is 
egally  incapacitated,  and  as  in  tliisparticu- 
winy  opiniott  agrees  with  a  resolution 
Ireadj  past,.  I  cannot  concur  in  this  mo- 
ioQ  for  a  contrary  resolution. 

Captain  Constantine  Phipps  : 

Sir ;  I  agree  that  laws  cannot  make 
lie  differenee  between  right  and  wrong, 
ut  they  declare  what  is  right  and  wrong, 
0  prevent  tlie  artifices  of  sophistry,  and 
belabour  of  deduction,  and  they  enforce 
he  one  and  diaeourage  the  other  by  s^ 
Mrisg  advantages  and  inflicting  punish- 
iKni.  The  eenstkiient  parts  of  the  legis« 
ttuf e  of  thia  eottntry  are  well  known :  bo- 
Ung  is  law  that  restrains  eonunon  richt, 
Nit  what  receivet  the  sanction  of  tEeir 
nited  acta,  and  by  laws  which  have  re- 
^▼ed  that  sanction,  judges  and  juries, 
lad  even  Houses  of  Parliament,  are  re* 
r'Wed  and  restrained,  as  well  as  private 
Ddividuals.  The  law  of  the  land  might 
»ve  incapacitated  Mr.  Wilkes,  by  ad- 
ttdpQg  him  to  have  forfeited  his  common 
ight,  and  the  laws  of  the  land  restrains  us 
rom  incapacitating  him,  his  common  right 
Bouiimng  tiU  such  law  takes  it  away :  I 
B)  therefore  for  precluding  farther  de- 
Me  on  this  Bid>jeol  by  the  resohition  now 
•oved  for. 

Mr.  Rice  : 

We  have  already  voted  that  the 
nasaottoo  in  question  was  agreeaMe  to 
^  la  V  of  the  land ;  to  what  purpose  then 
is  it  for  geodemen  to  inaist  that  w^  are  not 
tt  liberty  to  act  contrarT  %Q  the  law  of  tiie 

Md?  ^ 


Mr.  Homard : 


Grentlemen  have  objected  to  the 
motion  of  my  worthy  friend,  by  saying  that 
the  House  would,  by  the  resolution  pro* 
poied,  be  divided  against  itself;  but  as  two 
negatives  are  known  to  make  an  affirmt^ 
tive,  I  shaU  give  my  vote  for  the  motion* 
upon  his  principle,  that  the  House  may 
not  be  divided  against  itselL  We  vote4 
the  return  of  Mr.  Wilkes  as  lesally  elected 
te  be  rig^ty  and  we  afterwarcb  voted  that 
he  was  not  capable  of  election ;  thus  were 
we  divided  against  ourselves,  but  if  now 
we  vote  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  not  incapable 
of  election,  we  shall  unvote  the  contradio- 
tioB,  and  so  get  right  at  last.  If  the  reso- 
lution of  this  House  incapacitated  Mr* 
Wilkes,  how  came  the  sheriffs  not  to  be 
bound  b^  it  ?  The  truth  is,  the  sheriffii 
were  neither  bound  by  it,  nor  even  suf>- 
posed  to  be  bound  by  it,  bv  those  who  iiw 
aisted  that  the  vote  was  law ;  they  were 
bound  by  the  laws  of  the  land  and  their 
oaths,  and  auch  was  the  force  of  this  truth, 
that  it  was  assented  to  b^  necessity,  and 
the  assent  dedared  before  its  consequences 
were  seen.  We  have  been  told  by  an  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Onslow,)  that  the  sense 
of  many  respectable  and  uninfluenced  per« 
sons  without  doors  was  declared  to  be  with 
the  House  in  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
upon  a  supposition  that  our  vote  incapaci- 
tated ;  but  will  that  hon.  gentlemaa  abide 
by  bia  declaration?  Will  he  now  stand 
forth  and  say  that  no  influence  was  nsed 
in  the  connty  to  whidi  he  particularly  al- 
ludes ?  Will  he  say  that  no  honours-were 
conferred  on  presenting  the  Surrey  ad- 
dress? 

Mr.  Blacistone : 

Sir ;  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me 
to  declare,  that  in  my  opinion,  this  House 
is  competent  in  the  case  of  election^,  and 
that  there  is  no  appeal  from  its  compe- 
tenee  to  the  law  of  the  land.  There  aife 
caaes  in  which  the  other  House  is  compe- 
tent :  if  the  House  of  Lords  in  these  laws 
should  determine  contrary  to  the  law  of 
the  land,  what  is  the  remedy  ?  and  what  k 
the  remedy  if  the  privy  council,  or  the 
eonrt  of  delegates  should  make  such  a  de- 
termiiwtion  ?  If  sudi  resolutions  of  the 
Lords,  the  Conncil  and  the  Delegates  are 
finri,  why  not  the  resolutions  of  this 
House  ?     As  to  the  question  whether  ex- 

Sulsioa  deea  of  itself  imply  incapacity,  I 
ave  never  answered  it  in  the  affirmative, 
neither  have  I  ever  dechired  tba  contrary. 
[3F] 
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I  did  not  vote  in  the  question  last  year, 
and  I  shall  not,  by  any  vote  that  I  may 
now  givci  be  included  in  that  question. 

Mr,  Dunning  :  . 

Sir ;  if  it  had  not  been  too  late  I 
should  have  spoken  m  the  last  debate,  in 
answer  to  a  learned  gentleman,  who 
among  other  persons  that  are  allowed  to 
be  incapacitated)  and  yet  are  not  incapaci- 
tated by  law,  mentioned  paupers.  I  shall 
therefore  now  take  up  the  question,  and 
deliver  it  as  my  opinion  that  paupers  are 
incapacitated  .by  law;  paupers  from  the 
first  sera  of  votary  were  excluded.  The 
law  has  virtually  excluded  them  by  having 
never  given  them  a  right.  None  had  a 
right  to  vote  for  members,  who  could  not 
contribute  to  pay  them,  for  at  that  time  it 
is  well  known  the  members  had  wages  for 
their  service :  certificate  men,  as  they  are 
called,  were  also  excluded  for  the  same 
reason;  they  were  supposed  to  be  resi- 
dents of  the  place  whence  the  certificate 
came,  as  they  were  liable  iit  any  time  to 
be  claimed  by  that  parish.  As  an  argu- 
ment to  prove  that  expulsion  incapacitates 
in  this  House,  it  was  said  that  a  person 
expelled  a  corporation  for  perjury,  is  not 
qualified  for  being  replaced ;  but  though  I 
admit  the  fact,  I  deny  the  inference ;  such 
a  person's  incapacity  does  not  arise  from 
his  e^Cpulsion,  but  his  perjury.  That  ex- 
pulsion incapacitates  seems  now,  indeed, 
to  be  given  up :  and  it  seems  clear  to  me 
that  if  expulsion  does  not  incapacitate,  the 
House,  of  itself,  cannot  create  incapacity. 
If  in  Mr.  Wilkes's  case  you  have  acted 
agreeably  to  the  resolution  now  proposed, 
you  ought  to  thank  'those  who  made  the 
motion ;  and  if  not,  you  ought  to  thank 
them  for  ofiering  you  a  line  of  direction  in 
future  times. 

Dr.  Hay  : 

Sir';  I  am  always  sorry  to  differ 
from  the  learned  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  but  I  must  say,  that  in  my  opinion, 
expulsion  does  imply  incapacity;  if  not, 
the  pretended  right  of  this  House  to  ex- 
pel IS  altogether  nugatory  and  inefiectual, 
and  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  a  right 
of  declaring  a  mere  speculative  difference 
of  opinion  from  that  of  the  electors  of  a 
county ;  a  right  which  is  as  amply  enjoy- 
ed and  exercised  in  every  coffee-house- 
«lub,  as  in  this  assembly. 

Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  supported  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Hay,  and  was  answered  by 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke.    Mr.  Charles  Fox 
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spoke  in  answer  to  Mr.  Burke,  huttketi- 
pic  has  been  so  exhaurted,  thtt  tit 
speeches  verbatim  would  neither  confen 
any  thing  new^  or  exhibit  aoy  thing  in  i 
new  light. 

Lord  North  : 

Expulsion,  Su*,  is  certainlj  ooei^ 
the  oldest  rights  of  this  Hou^e,  and  itca^ 
not  be  denied  that  expulsion  has  bidxril 
rendered  the  party  incapable  of  attiDgb 
the  same  House ;  will  you,  then,  coDdei( 
the  judgments  of  parliament  i  ?uA  a  vi| 
of  condemnation  extrajudicially  vitboi 
any  case  before  you  ?  Surely  such  i^ 
will  be  a  reproach  to  your  own  sets,  4 
throw  an  indelible  disgrace  upon 
proceedings  in  a  f\iture  session :  it  is 
the  ministry  but  the  House  of  Coqi 
that  is  concerned  in  this  debate,  andtl 
fore  I  move  to  leave  the  Chair;  loyii 
tention  however  is  not  to  put  an  end  toil 
committee,  but  only  to  this  question,  i4 
if  my  present  motion  is  carried,  Iwiiitlp 
move  to  revive  the  committee.  [This  riPj 
tion  not  being  seconded,  the  ddnte  m 
on.]  ' 

Mr.  Wedderbum  :  \ 

When  this  committee  sat  laitftil 
conclusion  that  it  came  to  GoncerDingM 
question,  was  in  every  respect  stnngeia 
unnatural.  The  resolution  now  noNl 
for  will  put  all  right.  The  noble  lord  alt 
will  the  House  of  Commons  censure  m 
disgrace  itself?  let  me  ask  in  my  tufsn 
the  House  of  Commons  compose  the  lUi^ 
of  the  people  ?  will  they  recover  the  pj 
opinion  and  confidence  of  those  vM 
some  gentlemen  have  been  pleased  to  A 
the  rabble,  the  base-born,  tne  scorn  of  tti 
earth? 

Mr.  Edvoard  Thurlaw  : 

Sir;  as  the  argument  povseeml* 
be  carried  on  by  questions,  I  shaDatks 
my  turn,  how  came  the  House  of  0^ 
mons  to  determine  who  should  sltsiM^i 
them  formerly,  if  they  cannot  detcfo*; 
who  shad  sit  among  them  now?  howcj 
they  to  determine  that  the  Attorney* 
neral,  the  Solicitor  General,  and  the  M* 
ters  in  Chancery  could  not  sit  here,  w* 
cause  they  might  possibly  be  called  up* 
to  attend  the  House  of  Lords;  and  bj 
came  this  determination  to  be  «f^"j^ 
in  till  these  persons  were  re-adroitteobf* , 
subsequent  vote  ?  There  is  a  wdJ-kof"  \ 
case,  which  shews  it  to  be  so  in  the^ 
of  queen   Elioabeth,  that  of  tfao  ^ 
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tor  General  (Ondow)  who  was  chosen 
peaker.* 

Mr.  Serjeant  Gltftin  observed,  that  the 
!ou8e  had  a  power  of  restraining  its  mem- 
in,as  to  rights  which  interfered  with  their 
ity  and  situation ,  as  members,  either  in 
MDt  of  attendance  or  independance;  but 
at  it  did  by  no  means  follow^  that  it  could 
iprive  them  of  their  common  right ;  and 
erefore  the  instances  which  had  been 
ven,  with  respect  to  the  Attorney  and 
ilicitor  General,  and  Masters  in  Chan- 
cy, were  not  in  point 

Mr.  Beckford  Hord  mayor  of  London,) 
id,  that  the  parliament  should  have  done 

this  case,  as  it  did  with  the  South  Sea 
irectors,  who  were  incapacitated  by  a 
IL  Corporations  are  the  creatures  of 
IS  crown ;  we,  said  he,  are  the  creatures 
(the  people;  and  however  some  gentle- 
^D  may  affect  to  lessen  their  importance, 
r  opprobrious  names,  the  greatest  rascab 
ul  be  found  to  be  those  in  laced  coats* 
le  that  has  forty  shillings  a  year^  is  as 
M>d  a  man,  and  nas  the  same  rights  in 
lis  country,  as  he  that  has  an  annual  re- 
8Due  of  two.  thousand  pounds.  I  never 
lok  for  honesty  either  at  St.  Giles's,  or 
I.  James's. 

Mr.  Thomas  De  Grey  observed,  that  the 
etitioners  had  nothing  to  lose,  but  a  mat 
eal  to  get ;  that  all  who  subscribed  the 
eCitions  were  in  that  predicament 

Upon  this  he  was  called  to  order  by  Mr. 
beniF  Towtuhend^  who  asked  what  the 
iptleman  meant  by  the  subscribers  of  pe- 
ions  having  nothing  to  lose,  and  much 
t  get^This  produced  a  warm  alterca- 
m,  in  which  the  Committee  lost  sight  of 
le  question,  and  never  recovered  it.  M  r. 
orovall  and  lord  Barrington  exchanged 
Mne  expressions  of  quick  resentment. 

Colonel  Barri  : 

Sir;  the  premier,  (duke  of  Graf- 
n,)  has  resigned,  land  it  may  be  said  of 
m,  "  that  nothing  in  his  office,  became 
m  like  the  quitting  it."  There  was 
me  honour  as  well  as  prudence,  in  leav- 
g  a  distempered  administration,  in  which 
^  must  give  and  receive  infection.  A 
4>le  lord,  who  has  succeeded  to  the  dan- 
^  and  disgrace,  said  in  a  former  debate, 
at  it  was  not  ambition,  but  the  hope  of 
ring  good,  which  induced  him  to  accept 
the  office  he  held :  and  it  is  not  much  to 


^  ^  See  vol.  1,  p.  704. 


his  honour  or  our  comfort,  that  they  were 
the  very  words  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  when 
he  did  this  nation  the  favour  to  accept  the 
Protectorship.  I  suppose  lord  North  is 
now  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Privy- 
Seal,  Commander  in  Chief,  a  double  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  Vice  Treasurer  of  Ire* 
land,  and  perhaps  Lord  High  Chancellor ; 
for  I  do  not  find  tliat  any  body  else  will 
take  the  seals. 

Lord  North  replied  with  great  spirit  and 
good  humour :  The  gentleman  does  me  ho- 
nour in  deviating  from  this  great  question, 
to  mention  a  man  of  so  little  consequence 
as  niyself :  as  to  the  noble  duke,  whose 
merit  I  know,  and  whose  merit  he  seems 
disposed  to  acknowledge  from  the  moment 
that  he  went  out  of  office,  he  is  not  much 
obliged  to  him  for  his  compliment,  though, 
perhaps,  it  is  the  greatest  he  can  pay  him. 
As  to  places,  a  subject  upon  which  that 
gentleman  and  his  party  are  particularly 
eloquent;  it  is  true,  that  many  are  now 
vacant,  which  I  hope  will  be  soon  filled  up 
with  men  of  ability.  Will  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman have  one  ?    I  wish  he  would. 

Colonel  Barre.  Places  must  certainly 
^o  fi  begging,  when  they  are  offered  to  so 
msignificant  a  man  as  I  am.  No,  Sir,  I 
refuse  them  with  contempt 
,  Mr.  Grenville  then  made  an  attempt  to 
recover  the  question,  and  said :  I  fear  both 
Houses  have  been  guilty  of  wilful  error. 
I  have  sat  thirty  years  in  parliament,  and 
I. think  I  cannot  be  mistalhen  ;  I  speak 
from  what  I  have  seen,  and  I  am  sorry  for 
it  Those  that  say  all  they  like,  may 
chance  to  hear  what  they  do  not  like. 

Mr.  Luttrell.  Jt  is  very  true,  Sir,  that 
those  who  say  all  they  like,  may  chance 
to  hear  what  they  do  not  like.  The  hon. 
gentletnan,  I  believe,  will  not  much  like  to 
hear,  that  having  been  traduced  by  a  libel, 
I  found,  upon  the  examination  of  a  printer, 
that  it  came  from  a  near  relation  of  that 
hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Grenville,  Let  him  make  '  the 
charge  good :  appoint  a  committee  to  en- 
quire: 1  declare  that  I  never  was  con- 
cerned* either  direetly  or  indirectly  in  any 
such  libel,  let  it  have  been  traced  to  whoin 
it  would. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  then  spoke  warmly, 
and  with  some  relation  to  the  question ; 
he  concluded  by  saying,  that  there  seemed 
to  be  a  combination  to  sweep  away  the 
old  furniture  of  St.  James's,  and  to  sweep 
away  that  House* 

Mr.  Whitworth  declared  the  constitu* 
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tion  to  be  totally  annihilated,  and  Mt, 
Cavendish  offered  somethmg  in  favour  ^ 
the  question,  upon  which, 

Mr.  SherifT  SmoMdge  got  up,  and 
apqke  to  this  effect :  Mr.  Luttrell  told  ne 
tnat  a  printer  said,  1  had  indemnified  him 
for  printing  a  libel  on  Mr.  Luttrell,  and 
Mr.  Sheriff  Townshend;  but  upon  enquirji 
the  printer  utterly  denied  it. 

Mr.  Luttrell.  One  man  who  was  in 
office  under  the  late  chancellor,  I  think  he 
was  a  secretary,  fell  upon  his  knees  to  me, 
and*  begged  mercy !  crying  out.  Good 
God !  What  will  not  the  rage  of  party 
do! 

Mr.  Grenville.  I  desire  tliat  the  House 
will  appoint  a  committee,  to  enquire  whe- 
ther  I  nave  ever  been  concemed  in  a  libel, 
and  who  has. 

Mr. .  Luttrdl.  I  did  not  charge  that 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Walsingham*  The  noble  lord  who 
was  hinted  at  by  Mr.  Luttrell,  in  what  he 
has  alledged  against  a  near  rdation  of  Mr. 
Grenville's,  (lord  Temple)  has  given  me 
authority  to  say,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  letters  which  he  <:alls  libels. 

The  debate  thus  terminated,  having 
continued  till  near  one  o'clock. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Ordering 
certain  Words  of  the  Speaker  to  be  taken 
down.*']  February  16.  Sir  Francis  Vin- 
cent reported  from  the  committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Nation,  the  Resolution  they 
had  come  to,  **  That  this  House,  in  the 
exercise  of  its  judicature  in  matters  o^dec- 
tion,  is  bound  to  judee  according  to  the 
law  of  the  land,*  and  the  known  and  esta- 
blished law  and  custom  of  paiiiament, 
which  is  part  thereof;  and  that  the  judg- 
ment of  this  House,  declared  in  the  Keso- 
lution  of  the  17th  of  February  last,  *  That 
John  Wilkes,  esq.,  havine^  been  in  this 
session  of  parliament  expeiled  this  House, 
was,  and  is,  incapable  of  being  elected  a 
member  to  serve  in  this  present  parlia- 
ment,' was  agreeable  to  the  said  law  of 
the  land,  and  fully  authorized  by  the  law 
and  custom  of  parliament." 

Sir  William  Meredith  observed,  that 
the  said  Resolution  contained  a  compli- 
cated question,  and  that  it  was  the  un- 
doubted riffht  of  any  one  member  of  the 
House  to  nave  it  separated,  before  any 
question  could  be  put  upon  it. 

Mr.  Thomas  ritt  and  Mr.  Grenville 


^  *  From  tbe  JourDals,  GentlemaD's  Blaga- 
spoe,  and  London  Maseam. 


wamly  declared  theaMelv^i  of  sir  Fd. 
liam's  opinion. 

'  The  Speaker  said,  that  as  he  wasscsrce 
warm  in  the  Chair,  it  would  have  been  but 
candid  in  sir  W^illkun  to  have  apprized 
him  of  his  intention  to  call  upoo  nun  for 
his  opbion,  that  he  might  have  been  pr^ 
parea :  he,  however,  had  examified  the 
Journal,  on  that  head,  and  cited  a  oat 
or  two. 

Sir  William  Meredith  said  the  Speaker 
had  used  him  very  iU,  in  taking  notice  of 
his  not  giving  the  Speaker  notice  of  his  in* 
tended  motion.  He  appealed  to  the  Hoo&e 
if  public  notice  had  not  been  given  in  the 
committee  on  the  Stale  of  the  Nitioo, 
when  it  was  declared  that  it  would  best* 
tempted  to  be  divided*  Even  the  C8» 
which  the  Speaker  had  cited  oat  of  tiw 
Joumiris  shewed  tliat  this  wasiooDder- 
stood  by  the  Speaker.  It  was  not  neces- 
sary for  any  nerober  to  aoquaiot  the 
Speaker  of  his  motions;  and  he  MA 
think  himself  the  leas  ao,  as  tbe  Speiktf 
had  shewn,  from  hia  knowledge  on  thii 

SueatioD,  tiiat  he  bad  less  oocssbn  to 
oso. 

The  Speaker  on  this  got  upandttid: 
In  candour  I  did  expect  he  would  hue 
communicated  his  motion  to  me;  bat  I 
find  I  om  not  to  expect  candid  treatmal 
from  that  gentleman. 

The  House  then  called  out,  <*Take 
down  his  words."*   The  Speaker,  vhea 


*  **  Not  fading  aay  piweisa  mif ,  bj 
itesD  becolleoled<wbatarelhe<iiivctioBiof 
the  House,'  and  being  ef  opini«D,  that  thi 
Speaker  is  the  only  person  Irooi  wboo  the 
Clerk  ought  to  receive  the  sense,  or  directioo^ 
or  orders  of  the  House ;  the  rule  1  baf e  m 
doHfo  to  myself,  and  have  observed  opoo  the* 
occasions  has  been,  to  wait  for  the  iiwirm 
of  the  Speaker ;  and  not  to  conrider  myteit « 
obliged  10  look  upon  the  call  of  ooe  menher,d 
aoy  number  of  members,  as  the  direcli(Kii«i 
the  House,  unless  they  are  coDveyed  to  n^ 
through  the  usual  and  only  chaooel  by  «hidu 
in  my  opinion,  the  Clerk  can  receive  theiB>  \ 
was  therefore  put  under  very  eztrBonliouj 
difficulties,  when,  upon  the  16tb  of  Fcbrmiif 
1770,  exceptions  were  taken  to  some  &^ 
sions,  used  from  the  chair  by  sir  Fletcher  Nw* 
ton,  then  Speaker;  but,  notwichslaiidnie ^ 
kNid  and  repeated  cries  of  several  mef»^ 
and  that  I  was  oAen  paiticolarly  called  opai 
by  Mr.  Dtavdeswall,  and  niaoy  olfacr^  toji 
ny  duty,  and  write  down  the  words,  I  rec» 
lected  my  own  role,  and  declmed  writisfrth^ 
down^  till  1  had  the  conseot  of  the  Spesker  w 
so  doing:  and  if  the  Speaker  had  neipra^ 
that  consent,  I  should  have  persisted  is  deefo- 
log  to  take  thetn  down;  aao  woaM aAcnm* 
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the  confusion  wtm  a  Httle  aubsidedy  di- 
sired  he  n^gltf  finish  his  senfeenoe ;  which 
he  did ;  and  then  tke  words  were  taken 
doirn  by  the  Clerk  at  the  table,  thus: 
"  When  I  expected  candid  treatment 
from  thst  raembery  I  was  mistaken  ;  for  I 
find  I  am  net  to  expect  candor  fron  that 
gentlemsny  in  any  motions  he  is  to  make 
to  the  chair/' 

And  the  said  Words,  so  taken  down, 
being  read  to  the  House ; 

Mr.  Speaker  declared.  That  those  were 
not  the  words  wluch  he  had  made  use  of, 
but  that  they  were  as  followeth :  **  In 
candor,  I  hoped  he  would  have  informed 
me  of  the  motion  he' intended  to  make; 
but  I  now  find,  from  what  the  member  has 
nid,  that  I  am  not  to  expect  that  candid 
treatment  from  him : — for  he  said  in  his 
ipeech,  That,  from  this  time  forward,  he 
vili  have  no  communication  with  the 
Chair." 

The  House  was  now  in  an  universal  up- 
roar ;  this  addition  by  no  means  altering 
the  6ense  of  il.  Sir  William  Meredith 
»mp}ained  of  the  most  unjust  treatment 
nthe  censure  these  words  contained  of 
M  candour.  Lord  North  and  the  minis  < 
ry  justified  them:  for  some  time  no  per- 
on  could  be  heard  distinctly.  The  mmo- 
ity  represented  the  heinousness  of  the 
rords,  whilst  tlie  others  vindicated  them : 
it  length,  when  the  noise  subsided  a  little. 

The  Speaker  BsiA,  **'he  did  not  mean 
my  general  reflection  on  the  character  of 
be  member.'* 

Lord  Granby,  lord*  G.  Sackville,  and 
vo  or  three  mpre,  said  this  apology  was 
ufficient  from  one  gentleman  to  another, 
nd  hoped  sir  William  would  take  them  as 

sufficient  apology,  and  let  the  thing 
rop. 

Mr.  GrenviUe^  after  laying  down  very 
roperly  the  bad  consequence  of  such 
ords  coming  from  the  Chair,  said,  as  the 
peaker  had  made  that  apology,  by  saying 
lat  he  did  not  mean  any  reflection  on  sir 
L  Meredith,  he  hoped  the  affair  would 
inaediately  subside. 

The  Speaker  then  interrupted  him,  and 
id,  "  What  I  said,  arose  out  of  what  I 
itderstood  the  member  to  have  said.  If 
3  disclaimed  candor  with  the  Chaur,  I  had 


ive  sohmitted  the  regularity  of  my  ooadnct, 
thit  fMitieular,  to  tbe  House,  and  reeeivod 

eir  ex|kh»Miioo  of  the  rtde,  Whether   tbe 

lerk  is  justified  in  o^eyiog  any  other  orders 
directions  but  what  are  signified  to  him  by 

le  Speaker  r"    HatseH. 
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a  right  to  say,  I  was  not  to  expeet  candor 
on  that  subject.  I  did  not,  tn  justice  I 
ought  not  to  have  made  a  general  reflec- 
tion  upon  the  mendwr's  chnracter ;  but, 
if  the  member  had  said  what  I  niiderstood 
he  said,  I  had  a  right  to  say  what  I  did. 
I  can  make  no  apology  for  what  I  said ; 
but  will  abide  the  sease  of  the  House.'* 

This  again  inflamed  matters. 

Mr.  GrentiUe  then  continued,  that  he 
was  sorry  to  find  himself  mistaken,  as  to 
what  the  Speaker  had  said ;  that  by  say- 
ing  he  meant  no  general  reflection,  it  waa 
clear  that  he  meant  particular  ones  on  sir 
W.  Meredith;  and  as  no  gentleman  in 
the  House  was  ever  allowed  to  use  disre- 
spectful words  to  another,  without  apology, 
he  thought  the  House  had  a  right  to  ex« 
pect  the  same  behaviour  from  the  Chairs 
which  ought  to  be  a  pattern  to  the  House, 
of  order  and  gentlemanly  deportment* 

The  House  was  now  inflamed  to  a  high 
degree.  The  ministry  still  contending 
for  the  innocence  and  propriety  of  the 
words,  whilst  the  minority  attacked  the 
Speaker  in  a  manner  that  few  persons 
could  bear. 

Mr.  D(nodesweil  observed,  that  the 
words  were  disorderly  in  the  highest  de- 
gree ;  if  they  had  fallen  in  common  de- 
bate, from  one  member  to  another,  they 
must  be  looked  on  as  such  ;  but  that  the 
weight  they  carried  with  them,  as  coming 
from  the  Chair,  would  also  be  looked  on 
as  a  censure  on  the  member,  and  tending 
to  destroy  the  freedom  of  debate ;  for  if 
censures  of  that  nature  were  permitted  to 
fall  so  lightly  from  the  Chair,  we  might  at 
some  future  period  o£  time  have  a  Speaker 
who  might  be  the  tool  of  administration, 
and  particular  members  might,  in  a  great 
degree,  be  censured  so  as  to  be  silenced, 
destroying,  by  that  means,  the  freedom  of 
debate. 

Sir  Gilbert  Eliiot  observed,  that  the  de- 
bate had  now  continued  four  hours;  no 
question  had  yet  been  moved  on  the 
matter;  he  therefore  imagined  the  gen- 
tlemen of  tbe  minority  had  nothing  to 
move,  and  thought*  the  House  might  as 
well  adjourn. 

Mr.  Dawdesweil  then  said,  he  had  a  mo- 
tion in  his  hand,  which  he  had  had  ready 
above  two  hours,  but  had  hoped  the 
Speaker  would  make  it  unnecessary,  by 
making  the  proper  apology;  but  as  he- 
found  thi\t  not  to  be  the  case,  he  moved, 
**  That  the  Words  spoken  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
from  the  Chair,  are  disorderly,  importipg 
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an  improper  reflection  on  a  member  of 
thia  House,  and  dangerous  to  the  freedom 
of  debate  in  this  House.'' 

Colonel  Barr6  seconded  the  motion  in  a 
strong,  nervous  speech,  in  which  he  expa- 
tiated on  the  disorder  such  expressions 
were  likely  to  introduce ;  gave  many  hints 
of  a  Speaker  who  was  not  Speaker  of  the 
whole  House,  but  only  of  one  side  of  it : 
some  more  violent  declamations  were 
made;  but  the  Speaker  finding  himself 
supported  by  the  ministry,  declared  his 
determination  to  abide  by  the  censure  or 
acquittal  of  the  House. 

About  nine  o'clock,  the  debate  grow- 
ing tedious,  and  every  severe  thing  hfiving 
been  said  which  the  matter  wY>uid  allow 
of,  some  members  began  to  hint  at  expe- 
dients, how  to  erase  this  disagreeaole 
transaction  from  the  Journals,  that  it 
might  not  appear  to  the  world  that  a 
Speaker  had  so  expressed  himself;  as  an 
acquittal  would  be  as  dangerous  to  future 

{>aniaments,  as  a  censure  would  be  to 
essen  the  dignity  of  this.  Some  moved  to 
adjourn ;  but  that  appeared  improper,  as 
the  transaction  would  be  on  the  Journals, 
and  the  adjournment  seemed  a  poor  sub* 
terfuge  to  rescue  the  Speaker  irom  cen- 
sure :  others  wished  the  motion  for  taking 
down  the  words,  which  was  made  by  Mr. 
Cornwall,  might  be  withdrawn ;  but  this 
could  not  be  without  leave  of  the  whole 
House.  Mr.  Cornwall,  himself,  desired  it 
much ;  but  one  or  other  always  prevented 
it.  Sir  W.  IVferedith  behaved  from  the 
first  exceeding  well :  he  first  shewed  a 
proper  spirit  at  the  being  so  insulted ;  and 
when  he  saw'the  House  desired  a  reconci- 
liation might  take  place,  did  not  oppose 
himself  to  it,  but  promoted  it  a  good  aeal. 
At  last  lord  North  said,  the  only  way  was, 
to  put  the  question  as  proposed  by  Mr. 
Dowdeswell,  which  was  clone,  and  carried 
in  the  negative.  The  debate  lasting  from 
four  to  near  ten. 

Feb.  19.  The  House  having  resumed 
the  adjourned  consideration  of  the  Report 
from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Nation,  sir  W.  Meredith  moved,  **  That 
it  is  the  rule  of  this  House,  that  a  compli- 
cated question  which  prevents  any  mem- 
ber from  giving  his  free  assent  or  dissent 
to  any  part  thereof,  ought,  if  required,  to 
be  divided."  • 

*  "  When  a  question  is  complicated,  that  is, 
connsts  of  two  or  more  propositions,  it  has  been 
often  said,  that  it  is  the  right  of  any  member 


On  this  the  Minority  observed,  that  the 
freedom  of  debate  absolutely  required  sad 
a  decision,  as  without  it  no  person  could, 
agreeably  to  his  conscience,  give  a  tou 
therein,  unless  he  assented  or  dissentet 
to  both  parts  of  it ;  that  the  comoon  ruli 
of  nature  demanded  it,  as  in  common  cod 
versation,  if  you  ask  my  assent  to  such  i 
question,  I  shall  undoubtedly  desire  y(M 
to  divide  it,  or  else  I  shall  answer  to  ead 
separately ;  that  even  in  courts  of  ju&tice 
in  the  case  of  a  man  accused  of  felony  aoi 
burglary,  the  jury  acquit  him  of  one  au 
find  him  guilty  of  the  other ;  that  thi 
practice  would  not  be  liable  to  any  incoi^ 
venience ;  as  if  the  majority  of  the  Hou$ 
determined  that  any  question  wa»  n« 
complete,  they  would  not  allow  it  tobi 
diviaed,  even  under  this  rule;  that  i 
would  give  great 'ease  to  the  freedom  oi 
debate,  and  destroy  the  absurdity  whiq 
was  manifest  even  from  the  present  mattej 
before  the  House.  They  did  not  produa 
any  authorities,  as  it  never  had  beeo  r» 
duced  to  a  written  rule ;  nor  could  th^ 
shew  from  the  Journals  that  this  had  bed 
the  practice.  ! 

The  Ministry  therefore  argued,  that  s 
this  question  was  a  question  of  fact,  and 
as  no  authority  had  been  shewn  that  il 
was  either  a  written  rule  or  practice,  tbn 
certainly  would  not  assent  to  the  propos^ 
tion  as  it  stood  on  the  paper :  that  then 
were,  on  tlie  contrary,  innumerable  ioi 
stances  on  the  JoumaJs  of  complex  qm 
tions,  some  of  which,  on  a  motion,  \k 
House  had  agreed  to  divide ;  that  it  cer« 
tainly  would  be  an  infamous  practice  to 
tack  an  improper  proposition  to  a  toj 
proper  one,  to  force  the  former  down  bji 

to  have  it  divided,  in  order  that  he  may  g^ 
his  opinion  upon  each  proposition  acparaielj. 
This  was  a  very  favourite  topic  with  Mr.Georsi 
Grenville,  ana  often  repeated  by  hioi,  aodit 
last  insisted  on  so  much,  in  the  questloo  ibm< 
the  Middlesex  election,  on  the  16th  of  Fek 
1770,  that  it  was  thought  necessary  tu  ukeibf 
sense  of  the  House  upon  it ;  which  was  dooe 
by  a  question,  and  carried  in  the  oe^liTft  •> 
the  19th  of  February :  so  that  this  natter  is 
now  at  rest.  Upon  this  ooesston,  every  th<<f 
was  urged  that  could  be  aaid  in  favour  of  tk 
doctrine,  as  laid  down  by  Mr.  GreDville;  ^ 
the  truth  is,  there  does  not  appcsr  the  M 
trace,  in  the  history  of  the  proceedings  of  eitb«r 
Houae  of  Parliament,  of  this  ever  haviD^l'^ 
the  practice;  indeed,  it  would  iotrodoce ooi- 
versal  confusion  ;  for  who  is  to  decide,  wbetb^ 
a  question  is  complicated  or  not  ?— '  vbf'*' !^ 
is  complicated— into  how  many  prafOfiti^Ktf '^ 
may  be  divided?''    fiatscU. 
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reight  of  the  latter,  but  that  the  daily 
[i^Utim  of  the  House  shewed  the  method 
f  getting  rid  of  that  inconventency,  by  a 
lotion  to  leave  out  the  exceptionable 
lit,  which  would  give  any  person  an 
)portunttj  to  vote  against  it ;  that  it  was 
fficult  to  do  any  business  in  the  House 
which  some  part  of  it  was  not  excep- 
mable;  an  act  of.  parliament,  for  in- 
ince,  and  many  other  of  the  daily  busi- 
sses  of  the  House;  that  to  give  any 
ember  a  power  to  divide  a  Question 
)uld  be  creating  numberless  diraculties 
every  business  that  could  come  before 
e  House. 

• 

On  the  division  against  the  question  243 
For  the  question  ------  174? 

Lord  North  then  said,  he  had  no  objec- 
m  to  dividing  the  question  now  before 
e  House,  and  thercnbre  on  this  motion 
e  question  waa  first  put  and  carried  una- 

mously. 

Then  the  question  being  put,  the  House 
rided:  Yeas,  174;  Noes  243.  So  it 
ssed  in  the  negative. 

■ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Resolution  be 
rided  into  two  parts,  the  first  part  ending 
the  word  **  thereof/'  and  the  question, 
r  agreeing  with  the  committee  therein, 
!  put  upon  each  part  separately. 
And  tfie  question  being  accordingly  put, 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  first 
n  of  the  said  Resolution,  **  That  this 
ouse,  in  the  exercise  of  its  judicature  in 
itters  of  election,  is  bound  to  judge  ac- 
rding  to  the  law  of  th^  land,  and  the 
own  and  established  law  and  custom  of 
rliament,  which  is  part  thereof;''  It  was 
lolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Then  a  motion  was  made,  and  the 
lestion  being  put,  to  agree  with  the  Com- 
ttee  in  the  second  part  of  the  said  Reso- 
ion,  <*  That  the  judgment  of  this  House 
dared,  in  the  Resolution  of  the  17th  of 
bruary  last,  '  That  John  Wilkes,  esq. 
laving  been  in  this  session  of  parliament 
xpelled  thia  House,  was,  and  is,  inca- 
pable of  being  elected  a  member  to  serve 
I  this  present  parliament,'  was  agree- 
le  to  the  said  law  of  the  land,  and  fully 
thorized  by  the  law  and  custom  of  par- 
raent."  The  House  divided :  Yeas  237; 
>e8 159.  So  it  was  resolved  in  the  af- 
mative. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  a  Motion^ 
That  in  Matters  of  Election  the  House 
'if  Commons  is  bound  to  judge  according 


«  to  the  Law  of  the  Land,  ^."]  Feb* 
ruary  2.  The  House  of  Lords  being  put 
into  a  Committee,  for  taking  into  conside- 
ration the  State  of  the  Nation, 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  moved  to 
resolve^  •*  That  the  House  of  CommoaSy 
in  the  exercise  of  its  Judicature  in  Matters 
of  Election,  is  bound  to  judge  according 
to  the  Law  of  the  Land,  and  the  known 
and  established  Law  and  Custom  of  Par* 
liament,  which  is  part  thereof." 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  opposed  the  mo* 
tion.  How  the  matter  before  us,  he  said, 
ever  came  to  be  a  question  in  debate,  9r 
how  it  could  be  supposed  that  this  House 
should^  or  could  take  cognizance  of  an 
affair  that  jdoes  not  in  any  respect  apply 
to  them  (the  expulsion  and  incapacitation 
of  members  bein^  acts  onl^  relative  to  the 
Commons,  to  which  they  nnmediately  be- 
long), is  to  me  an  object  of  as  much  sur- 
prise, as  any  I  ever  met  with  in  the  course 
of  my  being  a  member  of  this  House. 

Though  the  impropriety  of  this  pro* 
ceeding  might  be  very  easily  exposed  in 
theory,  by  proving  particular  inherent 
rights  in  either  House,  uncontroulable  by 
any  other  power,  I  shall  avoid  laiinching 
into  so  wiae  a  field,  and  confine  myself  to 
the  state  of  our  Journals,  where  we  shatt 
find  many  instances  to  prove  the  inde* 
pendent  power  either  House  has  in  the 
article  of  expulsion  and  incapacitation; 
two  fall  immediately  under  my  memory, 
which,  as  they  are  directly  eimilar,  I  shall 
beg  leave  to  remind  your  lordships  of. 

The  first  was  Lionel  earl  of  Middle- 
sex,* in  the  reign  of  James  1st,  who,  for 
certain  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  was 
considered,  not  only  as  an  improper  person 
to  officiate^  for  the  present,  but  for  ever 
precluded  and  incapacitated  to  serve  in  this 
House.  The  other  was  that  of  lord  Ba- 
con,f  who,  though  a  man  of  acknowledged 
great  capacity,  yet,  on  account  of  bribery 
and  corruption  being  proved  against  him, 
shared  the  fate  of  the  earl  of  Middlesex. 
Indeed  thu  last  instance  is  so  very  noto- 
rious, that  I  should  not  mention  it  to  your 
lordships,  but  that  it  applies  so  directly  to 
my  present  purpose. 

In  both  ttiese  cases,  we  find  no  alarm 
from  any  of  the  other  branches  of  legisla- 
tion; they  stood  auite  silent  and  undisturb* 
ed,  knowing  their  interference  was  improper 
as  well  as  unnecessary ;  nor  was  there  so 
much  as  a  supposition,  that  either  the  laws 

of  this  House,  or  those  of  the  land,  had 
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been,  in  thtf  leait^  vkkted,  or  brdcen  in 

I  abouU  be  glad  to  knov,  mjr  lordi,  how 
came  this  doctrine  of  late  to  be  broached  ? 
Wlie  should  be  most  Daturally  tenacious 
of  libeir  own  liberties  aad  privileges,  but 
die  members  of  that  House  themselves  ? 
Ycty  great  as  the  paradox  is^  we  find 
imabers  of  those  ver^  members,  both  in 
the  House  and  out  of  it,  using  every  effort 
to  divest  themselves  of  this  privilege.  How, 
than,  aie  we  to  explain  such  unaccount- 
able condact  i  but  that  the  spirit  of  party 
has  gone  abroad,  and  has  been  successful 
iar  its  wiles  and  seduction.  If  any  em- 
croaehmeDt,  indeed,  had  been  nubde  on 
tlie  other  bnmches  of  legislation,  either  in 
ibis  House  or  the  royal  prerogative,  then 
it  would,  indispensaibly,  behove  us  to  io- 
-tevfere  for  die  benefit  of  tlie  whole;  but 
«s  neither  of  these  have  happened,  as  the 
«fiair  b  only  a  point  that  respects  the  h^ 
nour  of  their  own  House,  let  us  leave  it  to 
themselves  to  determine  it  as  they  like. 

But  it  is  urged  by  the  noble  marquis 
who  opened  the  debate,  that  an  alarm  is 
^ne  fiorth  among  the  people-,  that  their 
VBids  are  disquieted;  that  the  laws  of  the 
land  have  been  trampled  on;  that  the 
grievances  they  have  petitioned  for  are  left 
unredressed^  and  to  close  this  dreadfid 
cntalogue  of  evils,  the  member  which  they 
have  repeatedly  returned,  has  been  as  re- 
peatedlir  rejected,  aadi  finally  incapaci- 
tated. Though)  1  have  the  highest  opmton 
of  the  noble  marquis's  veracity  in  other 
respects,  I  must  beg  leave  to  think  he  is 
veiy  much  mislaken  ia  the'former  part  of 
hh  assertions*  I  have  been  at  some  pains 
(from  the  busdethis  alarm  first  created) 
to  examine,  with  as  mudi  degree  of  acc»- 
racyand  impartiality  as  I  wa»  capable, 
into  its  real  situation,  and  I  have  found  it, 
on  the  strictest  search,  to  be  nothiw  more 
than  a  fiu^tion,  first  set  on  foot  by  the  dar- 
ing and  ambitioiis,  and  occasbnally  su{^ 
ported  by  the  desperate,  necessitous,  and 
Ignorant.  But  let  us  take  the  &ct  as  re- 
]presented.  We  are  told  that  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  England  have  petitioned 
for  a  redress  of  grievances.  Now,  the 
whole  of  die  people  of  England  are  con- 
tained within,  forty  counties;  thirteen 
only  of  which  have  petitioned.  This,  my 
lords,  on  the  first  view,  reqnires  no  deep 
calculation,  no  abstract  knowledge  of  num- 
bers to  tell  that  thirteen  is  not  qoste  one 
third  of  forty,  though  it  is  roundly  as> 
aerted,  diat  the  whole  of  thepeeple  of 
Engbnd   have  petitioned.     Jt  we  wHl 
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furdior  suppose  (whidi  we  ian^mji» 
partially  do)  that  a  number  of  thoi^tki 
nave  signed  the  petitions  posssBs  no  d» 
ner  of  freehold,  but  are  led  tfaidiei  dtb 
by  the  general  pressurea  of  poveity,  fc 
want  of  an  immediate  meal,  or  thefitfaR 
hopes  of  some  better  establishmeDt;  if  le 
will,  likewisey  consider  whatanuoberlaii 
been  intimidated  into  it  ( I  say  intiBstei 
my  lords ;  for  if  we  look  into  the  Gaaali 
we  shall  there  find  menacing  letters,  i» 
quendy  directed  to  those  who  had  iiai 
nesBof  mind,  and  good  sense  sdBciciti 
be  guided  by  their  own  opinimis  iadM| 
matters)  ;  we  shall>  even  in  these  tlsrtii 
counties,  find-the  number  so  lessened,^ 
not  to  make  up  rea&y  a  twentieth  pnti| 
his  Majesty's  subjects.  And  uAM 
suppUcadons*  theti»  of  so  saiallaDwiij 
be  considered  aa  the  general  voiceof  4l 
people  I  Are  privileges  to  be  imskfta 
uoon,  and  arbitrary  dictuns  tobeo*; 
plied  with,  because  a  few  facUou«,(iiMft 
tented  people  would  have  it  so? 

I  remember,,  my  lords,  some  ynnf^ 
when  I  was  a  member  of  the  other  1^9t^ 
there  was  a  remonstrance  from  two  ahkf 
men  of  the  town  I  represented,  opiibflai* 
ing  (hi  the  naaoe  of  the  whole)  of  flM 
coiporation  fraudulences*  Whes  il 
House  b^an  to  consider  that  tbe  eeif^ 
ration  connsted  of  a  great  maoy  ineoM 
and  that  but  two,  out  of  so  maay,  bad  (S» 
plained,  they  set  the  remoistmnee  aA 
as  nugatoi^  and  frtvclous ;  judging,  Mf 
properly,  if  any  reai  gnevaace  bai  # 
isted^  it  woald  have  been  better  ssppotii 

Let  us  then,  iny  lords,  be  supeiiarli 
these  false  alarms;  the  feeble  ecboeia 
despondence  and  ambition.  Let  tf  <^ 
like  the  real  guardians  of  the  vttm^ 
steady  in  supporting  the  frnvilegeaif » 
people,  but  not  too  forwarcS  to  aotf 
when  no  real  danger  presses.  If  ■ 
Houae  of  Commons  thinic  theaiaelfei  f 
suited,  by  hanging  a  member  forced  ^ 
them,  whose  private  or  public  oualiiitf^ 
obnooiioos  to  them,  let  them  detenniBei 
among  themselves ;  it  would  tM  becooe* 
to  wi&n  the  breadi,by  creadag  anft** 
between  two  branches  of  the  legisbtoi^ 
on  whose  unanimity  and  coacorrf  e«^ 
thing  depends  that  is  coradacive  to  ^ 
real  interests  of  the  peopte,  or  the  baM* 
of  the  crown.  . 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  began  with  «► 
serving,  that  the  noble  lord  had  beefl^^ 
adroit  in  seferring  to  the  Journdm  ^^^ 
coUeetiog  every  circumstance  ^^^ 
assist  Ua  asgomenu    XhooglitMi^''^ 
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mg  and  aliAost  continued  infirmities  have 
enied  me  the  hour  of  ease  to  obtain  these 
^Befits,  jet,  without  the  assistance  of  the 
Mirnals,  or  other  collaterals,  I  can  reply 
I  both  the  ^cedents  which  his  lordship 
Ib  produceo. 

I  will  n^adtty  allow  the  ftCcts  to  be  as 
le  noble  earl  has  stated  thero^  namely, 
hat  Lionel,  earl  of  Middlesex,  as  weH  as 
rt  Bacon,  were  both,  for  certain  crimes 
id  misdemeanors,  expeHed  this  House, 
id  incapacitated  from  ever  sitting  here  ; 
khoQt  occasioning  any  interference  from 
b  other  branches  of  the  legislature. 
Neither  of  these  cases  bear  any  analogy 
»4ie  present  case.  They  affected  only 
mnseives.  Tlie  rights  of  no  constituent 
Hly  were  a^cted  by  them.  It  is  not  the 
ttson  of  Mr.  Wilkes  that  is  complained 
&  As  an  individual  he  is  personally  out 
fthe  dispute.  The  cause  of  complaint, 
le  great  cause,  is,  the  inherent  rights  and 
■Dchises  of  the  people  are,  in  his  case, 
ivaded,  trampled  upon,  and  annihilated, 
otd  Bacon  and  lord  Middlesex  repre- 
Ated  BO  county,  or  city^i  The  rights  of 
0  freeholder,  the  franchises  of  no  elector, 
ore  destroyed  by  their  expulsion.  The 
Mes  are  as  widely  different  as  north  from 
tath.  But  I  will  allow  the  noble  earl  a 
■ocedaneum  to  his  argument,  which,  pro- 
ibly,  he  }fa$  not,  as  yet,  thought  of.  1 
ill  suppose  be  argues,  <<  that  whatever 
Bthority  gives  a  seat  to  a  peer,  it  is,  at 
!ttt,  equally  qg  respectable  as  to  a  com- 
Kmer,  and  that,  both  in  expulsion  and  in- 
ipacitation,  the  injury  is  directly  the 
line."— Granted ;  and  I  will  further 
Jow,  that  if  Mr.  Wilkes  had  not  been  re- 
tected  .by  the  people,  the  first  expulsion, 
believe,  would  be  efficient.  Therefore, 
ly  lords,  this  comparison  ceases ;  for, 
Kcept  these  noble  lords  mentioned  had 
«eived  a  fresh  title,  either  by  birth  or 
^t,  they  could  not  possibly  have  any 
TO  after  the  first  expulsion.  The  noble 
W  asks,  «  How  came  this  doctrine  ^to  be 
coached?"  And  adds,  "  Who  shoWd  be 
^J^etenadous  of  their  liberties  and  pri- 
■®8cs  than  the  members  themselves?" 
k  respect  to  the  latter  part  of  this  qu^tion, 
•g^ee  none  should  be  so  proper  as 
jwnselyes  to  protect  their  own  rights 
!^  ^!!]?^^»  "°^  ^  sincerfely  lament 
rV^  l»ave,  by  their  recent  conduct, 
!•♦  V  'S^  what  those  privileges  are, 
at  they  We  added  to  the  long  list  of 
"^«»ty  from  Esau  to  the  present  day. 
!J?*'^  to  the  first  part,  **  How  came 
Tr-S^"**  to  be  broached  ?"  I  must  teU 
I  VOL.  XVI.] 


the  noble  lord  it  is  as  old  as  the  constitu- 
tion itself;  the  liberties  of  the  people  in 
the  original  distribution  of  government,* 
being  the  first  thing  provided  for ;  and  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  though  we  have 
not  instances  as  numerous  as  in  other 
cases,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  the  less  con- 
stitutional ;  like  a  comet  in  the  firmament, 
which,  however  it  may  dazzle  and  sur- 
prise the  vulgar  and  untutored,  by  the  un-. 
firequency  of  its  appearance,  the  philoso- 
pher, versed  in  astronomic  science,  it  af- 
fects no  more  than  any  other  common  pro- 
cess of  nature,  being  perfectly  simple,  and 
to  him  perfectly  intelligible.  Need  I  re- 
mind you,  my  lords,  at  this  period,  of  that 
common  school-boy  position,  **  that  the 
constitotion  of  this  country  depends  upon 
King,  Lords,  and  Conmons,  and  tihat  each 
by  their  power  are  a  balance  to  the  other." 
If  this  is  not  the  case,  why  were  the  three 
estates  constituted  ?  Why  should  it  be  ne« 
cessary  before  ah  act  of  parliament  takes 
place,  that  their  nnitual  concurrence 
should  be  had.  My  lords,  I  am  ashamed 
to  trudge  in  this  common  track  of  argu- 
ment ;  and  have  no  apology  to  make,  but 
that  I  have  been  drawn  into  it  by  the  noble 
lord's  asserting,  **  We  had  no  right  to 
interfere  with  the  privileges  of  the  other 
House." 

The  noble  earl  has  been  very  exact  In 
his  calculation  of  the  proportion  of  persons 
who  have  petitioned ;  and  did  the  afiatr 
rest,  merely,  on  this  calculation,  his  argu- 
ment would  be  unanswerable ;  but  will  he 
consider  what  numbers,  whose  private 
sentiments  felt  all  the  rigour  of  parlia- 
mentary proceedbgs,  but  for  want  of  a 
few  principals  to  call  them  together,  and 
collect  their  opinions,  have  never  reached 
the  ear  of  their  sovereign.  If  we  add  to 
this  number,  the  interest  made  use  of  on 
the  side  of  government,  to  suppress  all 
petitions,  with  the  authority  that  placemen 
nave  necessarily  over  their  dependents,  it 
is  very  surprismg^,  that  out  oi  forty  coun- 
ties, thirteen  had  spirit  and  independence 
efficient  to  stem  such  a  tide  or  venality. 
But  I  will  suppose  that  this  was  not  the 
case,  that  no  undue  influence  was  made 
use  of,  and  that  hence  but  one  third  of 
the  people  think  themselves  aggrieved. 
Are  numbers  to  constitute  risht  ?  Are  not 
the  laws  of  the  land  fixed  and  unalterable  ? 
And  is  not  this  proceeding  complained  of, 
or  any  other  ^supported  even  but  by 
one),  to  be  triea,  and  adjudged  by  these 
laws  ?  Therefore,  however  the  noble  lord 
may  excel  in  the  doctrine  of  calculation  as 

[3G] 
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a  speculative  maiter,  it  can  by  no  means 
serve  him^  urged  in  the  course  of  argu- 
ment. 

Let  us  not  then,  my  lords,  be  deaf  to 
the  alarms  of  'the  people,  when  these 
alarms  are  founded  on  the  infringement  of 
tiieir  rights.  Let  us  not  sit  neuter  and  in- 
attentive to  ihe  proceedings  of  the  other 
House.  We  are,  equally  with  that  House, 
entrusted  with  the  people's  rights,  and  we 
cannot  conscientiously  discharge  our  du- 
ties, without  our  interference,  whenever 
we  find  those  rights,  in  any  part  of  the 
•onstitution,  trampled  upon. 

I  have,  my  lords,  trespassed  on  your 
patience,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  night, 
when  the  length  of  this  debate  must  have 
fatigued  your  lordships  considerably.  But 
1  cannot  apologize  in  a  case  so  deeply  in- 
teresting to  the  nation — no  time  can  be  too 
long*-no  tipie  can  be  lost— no  hardships 
can  be  complained  c^. 

He  conaemned  the  conduct  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  terms  of  asperity. 
He  denominated  the  vote  of  that  House, 
which  had  made  colonel  Luttrell  represen- 
tative for  Middlesex,  a  gross  invasion  of 
the  rights  of  election— a  cumbrous  viola- 
tion of  the  Enelish  constitution — a  trea-* 
dierous  surrenaer  of  the  invaluable  privi- 
ly of  a  freehold,  and  a  corrupt  sacrifice 
ottheir  own  honour.  They  haa  stript  the 
statute  book  of  its  brichtest  ornaments,  to 
gfld  the  wings,  not  of  prerogative,  but  of 
unprindpled  Action  and  lawfess  domina- 
tion. To  gratify  the  resentments  of  some 
individuds,  the  laws  had  been  despised, 
tramided  upon,  and  destroyed^-those  laws 
which  had  been  made  by  the  stem  virtue 
of  their  ancestors,  the  iron  barons  of  old, 
to  whom  we  were  indebted  for  all  the 
blessmgs  of  our  present  constitution ;  to 
whose  virtue  and  whose  blood,  to  whose 
qiirit  in  the  hour  of  ccmtest,  and  to  whose 
tenderness  in  the  triumph  of  victory,  the 
#ilken  barons  of  this  oay  owe  their  ho- 
pours  and  their  aeats,  and  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  owe  Uieir  continuance.  TheiK 
measures,  he  said,  made  a  part  of  that 
unhappy  sjrstem,  which  had  been  formed 
in  die  present  reign  with  a  view  to  new 
modd  the  constitution,  as  well  as  the 
ffovemment.  These  measures  originated, 
Se  would  not  u&j^  with  his  Majesty's 
knowledge,  but  in  his  Abuesty's  councils. 
The  Commons  had  slavishiy  obeyed  the 
commands  of  his  Majesty's  servants,  and 
had  thereby  exhibited  and  proved  to  the 
ebnviction  of  every  man,  what  might  have 
^A  only  matter  of  suspicion  before    that 


ministers  held  a  corrupt  influenoe  inpu* 
liament — ^it  was  demonstrable  ■  it  was  io* 
disputable.  It  was,  therefore,  particuUrly 
necessary  for  their  lordships,  at  this  cri- 
tical and  alarming  period,  so  M  of  jet- 
lousy  and  apprehensioo,  to  step  forward, 
and  oppose  thenftelves,  on  the  one  hand, 
to  the  justly  incensed,  and  perhaps  speedj, 
intemperate  rage  of  the  people :  aid  oa 
the  otner,  to  the  criminal  and  maligoant 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  ministen ;  thu 
they  might  prevent  licentiousness  tODtbe 
one  side,  and  depredation  on  the  otiier. 
Their  lordships  were  the  coostitutiooa} 
barrier  between  the  extremes  of  iibertj 
andprerogative. 

The  question  being  put,  was  deddedia 
the  negative  by  96  agamst  47. 

List  nfihi  Minority. 


DUKE« 

Richmood 

Manchester 

Deronsbire 

Northumberhuid 

Bolton 

Portland. 

Mabquis 
Roqiuogbam. 
Earls 
Thanet 
Ajlesford 

Suffolk  8c  Berkshire 
Huotiagdon 
Gbatbam  ■ 

Coventry 
Radnor 
Searboroiigh 
Stamford 
Temple 
Dartmvuth 
Berkeley 
Effingham 
Backuighamshire 
Fitzwilliam 
Albemarle 
on 


Taokerville. 

ViSCOtKT 

TorriDgtoD. 

Bisuon 
John  Baoj^or 
Fred.  Exoo. 

Baxon* 
LilteltOD 
Grosveoor 
AbergavenDj 
And  ley 
Wycombe 
Camden 
Chedwortb 
Craven 
Archer 
Roaaoey 
Trevor 
Sondes 
Boyle 
King 
Furtpscue 
MonsoD 
Ponsooby 
MikoD 
Hyde. 


Protest  against  r^ectwg  tka  said  Betd» 
^n.]  Upon  whicE  the Tollowiny  Pro(<^ 
was  entered: 

<«  Dissentient, 

«*  1.  Because  the  Resolution  propoied 
was,  in  our  jud^ent,  highly  oecesswl 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  proceeding  vbics 
might  tend  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  peo* 
pie,  by  doing  them  justice,  at  a  time  vba 
the  decision  of  the  other  House,  vbidi 
appears  to  us  inconsistent  with  tbe  priflct* 
pies  of  the  constitution,  and  irreconcilsbk 
to  the  law  of  the  land,  has  spresd  «o  uni* 
versal  an  alarm,  and  produced  to  geoeni 
a  diacontent»  throughout  thekiogdoO' 
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^  3.  Becaiuey  idthough  we  do  not  deny 
halt  the  determination  on  the  right  to  a 
eat  in  the  House  of  Commons  is  compe- 
snC  to  the  jurisdictionof  that  House  alone, 
net  when  to  this  it  is  added,  that  whatever 
hejf  in  the  exercise  of  that  jurisdiction, 
bink  fit  to  declare  to  be  law,  is  therefore 

0  be  so  considered,  because  there  lies  no 
fpetil,  we  conceive  ourselves  called  upon 
D  ffive  that  proposition  the  strongest  ne- 
Ittive  I  for,  if  admitted,  the  law  of  the 
ind  (by  which  all  courts  of  judicature, 
ritbout  exception,  are  equally  bound  to 
proceed)  is  at  once  overturned  and  re- 
vived into  the  will  and  pleasure  of  t  ma* 
ority  of  one  House  of  Parliament,  who,  it 
Muming  it,  assume  a  power  to  over-rule 
It  pleasure  the  fundamental  fight  of  dec- 
ioD,  which  the  constitution  has  placed  in 
Ither  hands,  those  of  th^ir  constituents ; 
tod  if  ever  this  pretended  power  should 
esme  to  be  exercised  to  the  full  extent  of 
the  principle,  that  House  will  be  no  longer 

1  representative  of  the  people,  but  a  sepa- 
lite  body,  altogether  independent  of  them, 
idf-existtng  and  self-elected. 

'*  3.  Because,  when  we  are  told  that 
sxpulsion  implies  incapacity;     and    Uie 

Cof  insistea  upon  is,  that  the  people 
e  acquiesced  in  the  principle,  by  not 
•selecting  persons  who  have  been  ex- 

Ked;  we  equally  deny  the  position  as 
e,  and  reject  the  proo^  offered,  as  in 
BO  way  supporting  the  position  to  which 
ll  is  applied ;    we  are  sure  the  doctrine 
iinot  to  be  found  in  -any  statute  or  law- 
book, nor  in  the  JoumaJs  of  the  House 
^  Commons,  neither  is  it  consonant  with 
tty  jott  or  kno«vi|i  analogy  of  law ;    and 
ii  not  re-electing  would,  at  most,  but 
bfer  a  supposition  of  the  electors  appro- 
bttion  of  the  grounds  of  the  expulsion, 
iBd  by  no  means  their  acquic;|Bcenoe  in  the 
conclusion  of  an  implied  incapacity ;  so, 
^ere  there  not  one  instance  of  a  re-election 
ifter  expnkion  but  Mr.  Woolaston's,  that 
^e  demonstrates,  that  neither  did  the 
^Mtttitaento  admit,    nor  the    House    of 
Commons  maintain,  incapacity  to  be  the 
coosequence  of  expulsicm ;  even  the  case 
<if  Mr.  Walpole  idiews,  by  the  first  re-elec- 
^i  the  sense  of  the  people,  that  expul- 
'■ni  did  not  infer  incapacity  ;  and  that  pre- 
f^ent  too,  (which  is  the  only  one  oi  ask. 
?^^PMity),  produced  as  it  was  under  the 
wience  of  party  violence  in  the  latter 
^^i  of  queen  Anne,  in  so  far  as  it  relates 
^  the  introduction  of  a  candidate  having 
^inority  of  votes,   decides  expressly 
V^"^  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
^'^Mumons,  iq  the  late  Middlesex  election. 


**  4.  Because,  as  the  constitution  hath 
been  once  already  destroyed  by  the  as- 
sumption and  exercise  of  the  very  power 
which -is  now  claimed,  the  diy  may  come 
again  when  freedom  of  speech  may  be  cri- 
minal in  that  House,  and  every  member 
who  shall  have  virtue  enough  to  withstand 
the  usurpations  of  the  time,  and  assert  the 
rights  of  the  people,  will  for  that  offence 
be  expelled,  by  a  factious  and  corrupt  ma- 
jority, and  by  that  expulsion  rendered  in- 
capable of  serving  the  public ;  in  which 
case  the  electors  will  find  themselves  re- 
duced to  the  miserable  alternative  of  giv- 
ing up  altogether  their  right  of  election,  or 
of  choosing  only  such  as  are  enemies  of 
their  country,  and  will  be  passive  at  least, 
if  not  active,  in  subverting  tne  constitution. 

^*  5.  Because^  although  it  has  been  ob- 
jected in  the  debate,  that  it  is  unusual  and 
HTegnlar  in  either  House  of  Pariiament  to 
examine  into  the  judicial  proceedings  of 
the  other,  whose  decisions,  as  they  cannot 
be  drawn  into  question  by  appeid,  are,  it 
is  said,  to  be  submitted  to  without  exami- 
nation of  the  principles  of  them  elsewhere  i 
we  conceive  the  argument  goes  directly  to 
establish  the  exploded  doctrine  of  passive 
obedience  and  non-resistance,  which,  at 
applied  to  the  acts  of  any  branch  of  the 
supreme  power,  we  hold  to  be  equally 
dangerous:  and  though  it  is  generally  true, 
that  neither  House  ought  lightly  and  wan- 
tonly  to  interpose,  even  an  opinion,  upon 
matters  which  the  constitution  haUi  en- 
trusted to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other, 
weconceive  it  to  be  no  less  true,  thatwhere» 
under  colour  of  a  judicial  proceeding, 
either  House  arrogates  to  itself  the  powers 
of  the  whole  legislature,  and  makes  ^e 
law  which  it  proresses  to  declare,  the  other- 
not  only  may,  but  ought  to  assert  its  owo 
right  and  those  of  the  peof^e :  that  tins 
House  has  done  so  in  former  instances, 
particularly  in  the  famous  Case  of  Ashby 
and  White,  in  which  the  first  Resolution 
of  the  Lords  declares,  *  That  neither 
House  of  Parliament  hath  any  power,  by 
any  vote  or  declaration,  to  create  to  them- 
selves any  new  privilege  that  is  not  war- 
ranted by  the  known  laws  and  cujiom  of 
parliament  ;*  we  ought  to  interfere  at  this 
time,  the  rather  as  our  silence  on  so  im- 
portant and  alarming  an  occasion,  might 
be  interpreted  into  an  approbation  of  the 
measure,  and  be  a  means  of  losing  that 
confidence  with  the  people,  which  it  is  so 
essential  to  the  public  welfare  that  this 
Heose,  the  hereditary  jpiardians  of  thehr 
rights,  should  at  all  times  endeavour  to 
jmaintaini 
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for  an  explanation  of  the  words  **  focopi 
assutance.''  But  he  shuffled  itoC  Loid 
Mansfield,  in  a  long  speech,  ioaiated  thit 
their  lordships  had  no  right  to  iDteiiiere  b 
any  determination  of  the  ComiBoos.  The 
earl  of  Egmont  said  the  late  petitions  were 
highly  censurable,  that  thepeopk  had  do 
right  to  present  such  petitioBS,  for  that 
they  were  treasonable. 

The  Earl  of  Chaikam  thanked  him  for 
his  lenity  in  permitting  the  petitiooen  to 
have  their  heads  on  one  day  longer:  ud 
said  the  petitions  were  laudable  snd  con* 
stitutional ;    and  the  right  of  the  people, 
to  present  them,  undoubted.    He  tfaen 
replied  to  lord  Mansfield,  and  shewed  the 
justice  and  necessity  of  the  House  of  Lonii 
mterfering  in  jcases  of  an  inf  ssioo  of  tbt 
people's  uberties,  or  an  uncooBtiUiUooil 
determination  of  the  House  of  Commooi; 
and  he  affirmed,  that  the  case  of  the  county 
of  Middlesex  fell  under  both  these  deno- 
minations.   Then  he  conjured  theoi,  by 
the  noble  blood  which  had  run  for  so  omdv 
a^ea  in  their  veins,  and  by  the  noble 
struggles  of  their  ancestors  in  behalf  of 
liberty,  not  to  behold  with  indifierence  i 
transaction  so  alarming ;  and  modestly  s«) 
of  himself,  for  his  own  part,  he  wss  hardly 
warm  in  his  seat.    He  quoted  lord  Somen 
and  diief  lu&tice  Holt,  in  support  of  hii 
law;  and  drew  their  characters  Tery  (bdy. 
He  called  thegi  honest  men,  who  knef 
and  loved  the  constitution.    Then  taroii^ 
to  lord  Mansfield,  he  said,  I  vow  to  God  I 
think  the  noble  lord  equals  them  both- 
in  abilities.      Towards  the  condusioD  be 
complained  strongly  of  the  motion's  bciog 
sudden,  and  made  at  mi4|0ght,  and  pressed 
the  necessity  of  an  adjournment  of  oolj 
two  days,    fie  said,  among  other  thiogs 
if  the  constitution  must  be  wounded,  let  it 
not  receive  its  i^ortal  sU4»  Ht  (bis  dsrk  aid 
midnight  hour. 

The  Ear)  of  Sandwich  took  occsaioo  is 
charge  lord  Cainden  (the late  Chsocelltf) 
with  duplicity  of  conduct,  because  bs 
permitted  tliose  pcopeedings  which  had 
given  BO  much  disgust,  and  was  the  cause 
of  the  present  dmurbanoes,  without  (^ 
monstrating*  to  the  King  a^nst  then; 
and  bad  refused  to  give  his  opmion  thereon. 

]Lord  Camden   ansurered  bun,  by  d^ 


*^  6.  Because,  upon  the  whole,  we  deem 
the  power  which  the  House  of  Commons 
have  assumed  to  themselves,  of  creating  an 
incapacity    unknown    to    the    law,    and 
thereby  depriving,  in  effect,  all  the  elec- 
tors of  Great  Britain  of  their  invaluable 
right  of  free  election,  confirme^o  them  by 
80  many  solemn  statutes,  a  flagrant  usur- 
pation, as  highly  repugnant  to  every  essen- 
tial principle  of  the  constitution  as  the 
claim  of  ship  money  by  king  Charles  1, 
or  that  of  the  suspendinff  and  dispensing 
power  by  king  James  2,  this  being  indeed, 
in  our  opinion,  a  suspending  and  dispens- 
ing power  assumed  and  exercised  by  the 
House  of  Commons  aj^nst  the  antient 
and  fundamental  liberties  of  the  kingdom. 
^'"'^f  Signed  J      Tenople,   Audley,   Cra- 
ven, Camden,  rortland,  Richmond, 
Radnor,  Thanet,    Lytteltoo,  Co- 
ventry, Stamford,   John  Bangor, 
Fred.  Exon,  Torrington,  Tanker- 
ville,  Effingham,  Archer,Forte8ct|e, 
Bolton,   Wycombe,   King,    Man- 
chester,    Chedworth,    Ponsonby, 
Chatham,  Hyde,  Monson,  Albe* 
marie,  Scarborough,  Sufiblk  and 
Berkshire,.  Aylesford,  Fitzwilliam, 
Trevor,    Rockingham,    Berkeley, 
Huntingdon,  Abergavenny,  Boyle, 
Buckinghamshire^    Milton,    mr- 
thumberland*  Grosvenor.'' 

Resolution  against  the  Lords  interfering 
tdM  a  Judgment  of  the  Commons  in  a  mat" 
ier  where  their  Jurisdiction  is  competent^J 
The  question  being  now  got  rid  of,  and 
notwithstanding  it  was  past  twelve  o'clock, 
the  earl  of  Marchmont  made  the  foUowing 
motion :  <<  That  any  Resolution  of  this 
House,  directW  or  indirectlv,  impeaching 
l^  Judgment  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
a  matter  where  their  Jurisdiction  is  com- 
petent, final,  and  condusiye,  would  be  a 
violation  oi  the  Costttitutional  Rights  of  the 
Commons,  tends  to  make  a  breach  between 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  leads 
to  general  confiuion.'' 

It  should  seem  that  the  Scotch  kept  this 
motion  in  their  pockets ;  and  that  they 
reserved  themselves  for  it ;  as  neither  the 
earl  of  Marchmont,  who  made  it,'  nor  lord 
Mansfield,  who  supported  it,  opened  their 
mouths  till  now  ;  when  they  both  spoke 
with  great  vigour.  The  earl  of  March- 
mont threw  out,  by  way  of  menace  to  the 
Opposition,  that  if  they  went  but  one  step 
funberi  they  would  justify  the  necessity  of 
calling  in  foreign  assistance.    The  duke  of 

lUiPba!K»4  odM  bin  P9  i«ii»9  wi  asked 


dar 
Mr. 


urmg  upon  his  honour,  that  long  be£ie 
r.  Wi)  -  - 


Ikes's  ezpulsbQ,  and  ako  bef<ve 
the  vote  of  incapacity,  on  being  asked  la 
opinion,  by  the  duke  of  Grafton,  he  ia* 
formdL  bis  pace,  that  he  dhMight  it  h«A 
illegal  and  impnudent ;  that  he  had  ever 
been  of  titm  ^ixioBp  adilfaaiha  faidA^ 
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iModj  deliverod  htf  opinioD  to  that  effect. 

The  Duke  of  Grqfhn  replied,  that  it  was 
me  hm  lordship  had  onoe  before  the  ex* 
Nilfiaeo  sli^aifieu,  butaot  io  expre»  tenii8« 
hat  be  thought  the  expukion  impolitical 
ff  ilUmed ;  but  that  he  never  had  given 
lii  opioion  OB  the  vote  of  incapacity ;  on 
he  contrary,  thai  whenever  that  subject 
raft  Mtated  in  council,  his  lordship  was 
Imt  UiereuiMNiy  or  withdrew  himself  from 
be'oooncil-ooard;  and  by  that  means 
■d  refused  or  decUned  ever  giving  any 
fMBion  rdative  thereto. 

Tbe  Duke  of  Grafton  was  supported  in 
his  assertion  by  lord  Weymouth,  who  de« 
hied  from  his  knowledge  ^rf'thefacU,  that 
ihit  his  ^ace  alled^d  was  true,  and  then 
MJated  out  the  particular  time  when  lord 
BimdeB  withdrew  his  advice  and  assist- 
lace  from  the  council,  on  the  very  mentio^ 
rfthe  subfect  of  expulsion  and  incapacity. 

Lord  Camden  then  with  great  candour 
llmitted  that»   after  he  had    repeatedly 

ri  his  opinion  on  the  inexpediency  of 
measures  in  question,  when  he  found 
koth  his  advice  and  opinions  rejected  and 
feptsed ;  and  that  the  noble  persons,  who 
hn  the  immediate  direction  of  them,  were 
ietennined  to  carry  them  into  execution 
ipinst  every  remonstrance  he  should 
uke;  he  did  always  withdraw  himself 
fam  the  council  whenever  those  subjects 
vere  agitated,  and  that  h^  had  declined 
giving  aoy  farther  opinion  or  advice  reTa- 
tive  thereto.  But  his  Idrdship  declared, 
Ast  his' reasons  for  so  withdrawing  him- 
idf  proceeded  from  a  conviction  tnat  his 
pftteoce  would  only  impede^  and  distract 
■eagures  which  were  determined  upon, 
iod  which  his  single  voice  could  not  pre- 
^t ;  that  his  further  opinion  had  never 
ken  directly  or  indirectly  asked,  because 
tile  conductors  were  convinced  he  would 
Ittve  advised  against  it ;  but  that  he  was 
CVer  ready,  as  his  Majesty's  servant,  to 
jttve  jz:iven  both  his  advice  and  opinion, 
nid  either  been  asked. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  then  vindicated 
lord  Camden,  by  assuring  their  lordships, 
^>t,  to  his  particular  knowledge,  the 
poble  lord  was  against  that  measure ;  for, 
10  several  conversations  with  him,  he  de- 
dared  his  opinion,  and  supported  it  by 
'^SAons,  shewing  its  impropriety  and  Utt4 
constitutionality. 

The  House  then  caUed  oat,  **  The 
Vnstioo  l"*  And  it  being  half  as  tear  past 
<">B  in  the  nonuog,  tiie  questioQ  was  put, 
w  cmiid  in  Ibedfiraulive** 


Pratesi  against  the  soU  Resolution.^ 
Upon  which  the  following  Protest  was  en«^ 
tared : 

<«  Dissentient' 

**  1.  Because  that  wetii^rehend  that 
the  rights  and  powers  of  the  peerage  are 
not  given  for  our  own  particular  advan- 
tage, but  merely  as  a  constitutional  trust, 
to  be  held  and  exercised  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people,  and  for  the  preservation  of 
their  laws  and  liberties ;  and  we  should 
hold  ourselves  betrayers  of  that  trust,  an*> 
worthy  of  our  high  rank  in  the  kingdom, 
and  of  our  seats  in  this  House,  if  we  coasi* 
dered  any  one  legal  right  of  the  subject, 
much  less  the  first  and  most  important 
of  all  their  rights,  as  a  matter  indiflbrent 
and  foreign  to  the  peers  of  this  kingdom. 
.  "  2.  Because  by  this  Resolution  it  is  de- 
clared to  the  world,  that  if  the  House  of 
Commons  should  change  the  whole  kw  of 
election,  should  transfer  the  rights  of  the 
freeholders  to  copyhiriders  and  leaiffc- 
holders  for  years,  or  totally  extinguish 
rights  by  an  arbitrary  declaration;  should- 
alter  the  constitution  of  cities  and  b«>> 
roughs  With  regard  to  their  elections; 
should  reverse  not  only  all  the  franchisea 
of  suffrage  which  the  people  hold  under 
the  comsson  law,  but  also  trample  upon 
the  sanctions  of  so  many  acts  of  piunia* 
ment  made  for  declaring  and  securing  the 
rights  of  election ;  that  even  in  such  a  cri- 
tical emergency  of  the  constitution,  the 
people  are  to  despair  of  anj  relief  whatso- 
ever from  any  mode,  or  direct  or  indirect 
interference  of  this  House. 

"  3.  Because  by  tliis  Resolution  the 
House  not  only  refiues  to  stand  by  the 
people,  in  case  they  should  suffer  the  moat- 
grievous  injuries  uom  their  representa^ 
tives,  but  it  abdicates  its  ancient  and  un- 
ouefttkmed  prorince  and  duty  of  the  here- 
oitary  council  to  the  crown,  rendering 
itself  unable  to  give  its  advice  in  a  point 
in  which,  of  all  others,  the  King  may  stand 
in  the  greatest  need  of  the  wisdom  and 
authority  of  the  Peers,  a  point  such  as  the 
present,  in  which  numbers  of  the  consti- 
tuents have,  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  hnr, 
carried  up  their  coifaplaints  to  the  throne 
against  their  representattves. 

**  4.  Because  by  Che  said  RescAotiOB  we 
do  a  most  material  injury  to  the  Honsa  of 
Cammaos  itself;  the  Resolution,  fajrthe 
istodied  tatitnd^of  the  words  <*  directly  «r 
indiDectly  to  impeach,'*  eats  it  oot  or  the 
pa«ef4of  the  Lords  to  eM%  either  in  the 
present  or  in  any  fiitura  nnlbctoiisie  dif^- 
feienoehetw«an  ifaem  aed  ihair 
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entBf  e^en  in  the  way  of  friendly  confer- 
ence, our  amicable  and  healing  mediation ; 
the  want  of  which  may  be  a  means  of  let* 
ting  such  difference  run  to  extremities, 
fatal  to  the  House  of  Commons  itself^  to 
the  constitution,  and  to  the  nation* 

**  5.  <  Because  we  consider  ourselyes  also, 
as  an  House  of  Parliament,  to  be  most 
materially  interested  that  the  people 
should  be  legally  and  constitution^y  re- 
presented ;  for  as  the  House  of  Commons 
makes  an  essential  part  of  parliament,  if 
that  House  should  come  to  be  chosen  in  a 
manner  not  agreeable  to  the  laws  and 
constitution  of  the  kingdom^  the  authority 
of  parliament  itself  must  suffer  extremely, 
if  not  totally  perish ;  the  Peers  can  no 
more  in  their  legislative  capacity,  do  any 
valid  act,  withofut  a  "  legal  House  of 
Commons,"  than  without  a  <*  legal  prince 
upon  the  throne.'' 

**  6.  Because,  by  this  Resolution,  the 
constitutional  controul    has   been  given 
up,  which  this  House,  as  appears  by  an- 
cient and  recent  precedents,   have  con- 
stantly claimed  ana  exercised,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  whic)i,  the  legislature  has  been 
divided  into  separate  branches ;  we  are  far 
from  denying  such  a  reciprocity  of  con- 
tiroul  in  the  other  House,  even  in  matters 
within  our  separate  and  fmal  jurisdiction, 
neither  arro^tins;  to  ourselves,  nor  ac- 
knowledging in  others  any  power  distinct 
from  or  above  the  laws  of  the  land :  but 
we  cannot  behold  without   the  utmost 
shame  .and  indignation,  this  House  making 
a   voluntary  surrender  of  its  most  un- 
doubted   legal,    necessary,    and   sacred 
rights,  not  only  omitting,  but  refusing  to 
examine  precedents ;   not  previously  de- 
siring a  conference  with  the  other  House, 
to  discover  whether  they  were  inclined  to 
admit  in  this  House  a  correspondent  im- 
munity from  interposition  on  their  part, 
in  matters  within  the  particular  jurisdiction 
of  the  Peers.     These  proceedings  are  as 
derogatory  from  the  dignity  of  the  House, 
as  they  are  contrary  to  its  duty  and  its  in- 
terests :  they  cannot  fail  of  lowering  this 
House  in  the  opinion  of  mankind,  who 
will  not  believe  that  the  Peers  can  have 
any  attention  to  the  welfiire  <tf  the  people, 
when  they  have  shewn  so  little  regard  to 
their  own  honour.     This  Resolution  must 
tend  4o  forward   that  plan,  which  widi 
^aaat  uneasiness  we  have  seen  for  a  long 
tune  systematically  carried  on,  for  lower- 
ing all.  the  Goofltitutional  powers  of  the 
kingdom,  rendering  the  House  tif  Com- 
mons odious,  and  tbe  House  of  Feen  con- 
temptible* 


**  ?•  Because  the  improprie^  at  tfaii 
Resolution  was  infinitely  i^igrafited,  bjr 
the  sudden  and  surreptitious  melhad  hj 
which  it  was  brought  into,  and  carried 
through  this  House.     That  a  resoladflD, 
new  in  matter,  wide  in  extent,  weighty  in 
importance,  involved  in  law  .and  pani^ 
mentary  precedents,  should  be  mof ed  at 
midnight,  after  the  House  wasspent with 
the  fatigue  of  a  former  ddMUe;  tbatn 
adjournment  of  only  two  days,  to  enaUi' 
the  Lords  to  consult  the  Journals  on  tbil 
important  point,  should  be  refused,  ui 
that  an  immediate  division  should  be  pn» 
ed,    are  circumstances    which  atroo^j 
mark  the  opinion  of  the  movers  upon  ttle 
merits  of  their  own  proposition:  aocba- 
proceeding  appears  to  us  alto^ther  i»»' 
parliamentary  and  unjust ;  and  it  nust,  ii^ 
every  instance  where  it  is  practised,  m* 
elude  all  possibility  of  debate,  and  iW 
by  this  means  all  arniment  and  fair  dif- 
cussion  is  suppressed,    the  ddibentioai. 
of  the  House  will  degenerate  into  dai 
votes. 

**  We  think  ourselves,  therefore,  aapedV  i 
and  as  Englishmen  and  fiiMmen  (naiMi^j 
as  dear  to  us  as  any  titles  what8oever,)<| 
obliged  to  protest  against  a  resolution  ut*.i 
terly  subversive  of  the  authoritjr  and  d^* 
nity  of  this  House,  equally  injurious  to  at. 
couective  body  of  the  people,  to  their  re»J 
presentatives,  and  to  the  crown,  to  whidtj 
we  owe  our  advice  upon  every  public  I 
emer^ncy;  a  resolution  in  law  uncoil*,! 
stitutionaf  ;  in  precedent,  not  only  uoau*. 
thorized,  but  contradicted :  in  tendeo^, 
ruinous ;  in  the  time  and  manner  of  ob- 
taining it,  unfair  and  surrpetitious.     And 
we  here  solemnly  declare  and  pledge  o«^. 
selves  to  the  public,  that  we  willpenevefa 
in  availing  ourselves,  as  far  as  in  us  liei,  of 
every  right  and  every  power  with  wMck 
the  constitution  hath  armed  us,  for  tba 
good  of  the  whole,  in  order  to  obtain  inl 
relief  for  the  injured  electors  rf  Great  Bii* 
tain,  and  full  security  for  the  future  agaisA 
this  most  dangerous  usurpation  upon  tba 
rights  of  the  people ;  whidi,  by  sappiif 
the  fundamental  principles  of  this  govern* 
ment,  threatens  its  total  dissolution. — ' 
C  Signed)    Richmond,  Portknd,  Radnor, 
Camden,  Thanet,  Lyttelton,  And- 
^         ley,  Fred*  Exon.  Stamford,  Jobo 
Bangor,  Effingham,  Craven,  Fo^ 
tescue,  Coventry,  Torrington,Wf* 
combe,  Temple,  King,  TankerrilM^ 
Manchester,     Chedwortb,    ^^ 
sonby.  Archer,  Chatham,  Hyfr 
Mons^  EUswilliam,  Albemane^ 
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.Scarborooffliy  Huntingdon^  Rock- 
InghaiDy  Abergarenny,  Boyle,  Tre- 
vort  Milton,  Northumberland, 
Ayleafordi  Berkeley,  Bolton,  6ro«- 


venor. 


Resolved,  **  That  any  Resolution  of  this 
Imue,  directly  or  indireetly  impeaching  a 
ndgment  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
matter  where  their  jurisdiction  is  corn* 
etent,  finals  •  and  conclusive,  would  be  a 
Uation  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
iommons,  tends  to  make  a  breach  be« 
ireen  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  and 
lids  to  general  confusion.*' 

C&mpUnni  against  a  Printer  for  puh- 
iiUfig  the  above  Protests,']  Feb.  7*  The 
vo  preceding  Protests  having  been  print- 
1^  in  the  Middlesex  Journal  or  Chronicle 
yf  Liberty,  lord  Gower  complained  of  a 
JRcach  of  privilege,  and  moved  that  the 
viiiter  should  attend  on  the  10th.  But 
K  absconded. 

Feb.  la  The  Earl  of  Sandwich  moved, 
Diat  the  printer,  having  been  guilty  of  a 
|Bntemptof  that  House,  by  not  attending 
Wording  to  order,  a  &rther  order  should 
poe  to  take  him  into  the  custody  of  the 
(hberofthe  Black  Rod. 

The  Duke  oi£  JUchmandihen  moved,  that 
ie  standing  order  of  the  House  should 
keiead  by  which  it  is  directed.  That  no 
pnon  should  be  taken  into  custody  for 
kbrsach  of  privile^,  but  upon  charge  on 
pk  at  the  bar  of  this  House;  and  that  the 
|ier  who  made  the  motion  should  pay  all 
toDMDpes  to  the  person  so  taken  into  cus- 
My,  in  case  the  diarge  is  not  made  good 

ethim.    Hit  grace  at  the  same  time 
ed,  that  numberless  other  breaches 
iJ^rivilege  of.  the  same  sort  (which  he 
wuated  in  the  case  of  Mungo  Campbell 
MuMe  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Justiciary 
JM  inserted  in  the  piAlic  papers  of  last 
*^9  4c.)    bad   beea  passed  over   in 
wnoe :  and  he  thoucht  that  partial  jus« 
^  was  injustice.    He  added,  that  mo- 
^|0DS  of  thb  kind,  it  was  well  known,  al- 
ways came  from'a  particular  Quarter,  and 
^sre  confined  to  those  things  which  tended 
Is  their  own  disgrace.    It  would  also  ap- 
pur  to  the  world,  he  fM,  that  this  pro- 
•©^J'on  «nw  owing  to  their  fears  that 
^^  proceedings  should  become  known.  4 
£srl  Temple  addressed  himseUT  to  those 
^  consistent  lords  who  complained  of 
the  piOjlication  of  these  Protcsto,  which  he 
"»«>ght  ought  to  be  echoed  from  every 
P^  the  British  empire.    He  affectedly 
priissa  them  for  great  conduct,  in  having 


always  acted  according  to  their  situation. 
He  observed  that  some  drank  so  deep  of 
the  waters  of  Lethe,  a  river  which  runs 
near  St^  James's,  that  they  had  totally  for- 
got their  former  conduct  m  the  Protest  on 
the  American  affairs  and  the  East  India 
Compan  v ;  which  protests,  he  had  been 
informed,  and  believed,  were  published  by 
some  lords  concerned  in  the  present  ques- 
tion ;  that  he  had  been  possessed  of  evi- 
dence to  prove,  that  many  pens  were  em- 
ployed and  paid  by  government,  to  asperse 
the  private  character  of  particular  persons^ 
as  in  the  case  of  himself  and  his  noble 
brother.  He  said  he  could  remember  the 
Briton  and  the  Auditor,  which  produced 
the  famous  North  Briton,  which  beat  them 
with  their  own  weapons;  that  ministers 
had  always  been  d^med  fair  game,  but 
the  present  hirelings  had  carried  their  at- 
tacks to  private  cnaracters  in  the  most 
scurrilous  and  infamous' manner ;  that  they 
had  stooped  low  enough  even  to  attack 
the  person,  the  shape,  Uie  figure,  but  if  a 
ridicule  on  his  figure  could  give  a  dinner 
to  a  miserable  crew  of  hireling  scribblers, 
he  could  not  be  displeased — it  did  not 
hurt  him ;  contempt  and  prudence  made, 
him  silent  to  the  provocation:  let  the 
stricken  deer  go  weep— be  was  not  wound-, 
ed  by  it — ^he  despised  their  invectives; 
whilst  he  stood  well  in  the  good  opinion  of 
the  sober  and  honest  part  of  the  people, 
he  was  perfectlv  contented  and  nappy. 
In  short,  he  said,  they  acted  like  school- 
boys,  whob^n  the  battle,  and  when  they 
are  beaten  run  away  crymg  to  the  doctor 
to  complain  of  ill  treatment. 

The  order  however  passed.  That  the 
printer  should  betaken  into  the  custody 
of  the  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod.  But  he 
thought  proper  to  keep  out  of  tlie  way. 

Proceedings  in  the  Commons  on  Hie  Bill 
to  regulate  the  Consequences  of  the  Exmd' 
sion  of  Members.']  February  5.  jMr. 
Herbert  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  BiU 
to  regulate  the  Consequences  of  the  Ex- 
pulsion of  Members  of  this  House.  On 
neing  asked  what  ideas  he  proposed  in  this 
Bill,  he  said,  he  had  not  yet  determined, 
but  had  two  lines  in  his  conception ;  the 
first,  that  incapacitation  should  not  follow 
expulsion,  except  in  particular  cases,  when 
juogment  had  been  given  in  the  courts  be- 
low ;  the  other  line  was,  that  incapadta- 
tion  should  follow  expulsion  for  a  given 
time  only  (as  for  a  year) :  on  which  of 
those  lines  be  should  bring  in  bis  Bill  ha 
waa  not  determined. 
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There  was  no  regular  oppomtion  to  the 
bringiDg  in  a  Bill ;  but  it  was  objected, 
that  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  consequences  of 
expulsion  would  imply  that  expulsion  was 
legal,  which  there  might  be  many  reasons 
to  doubt,  it  not  being  founded  on  law ; 
that  either  of  the  lines  would  be  liable  to 
great  inconvenience;  as  in  the  first,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  ascertain  what  cases 
incapacitation  would  take  effect  in ;  that 
in  toe  second,  incapacitation  for  a  year 
would  have  the  same  effect  as  for  the 
whole  parliament,  as  it  would  prevent  a 
re-dection,  and  subject  the  House  to  as 
great  inconveniences  from  a  ministry,  as  a 
general  incapacitation  would  do,  conse- 
quently would  not,  by  any  means,  restore 
quiet  to  the  coVintry ;  that  all  declaratory 
laws  weakened  the  common  law ;  tliat  our 
ancestors,  in  the  case  of  Ship-money, 
would  not  bring  in  a  Bill  to  regulate  the 
preroffative  in  that  point,  but  at  once  de- 
clared it  Ulegal.  However,  the  Bill  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  in. 

March  14.  The  Bill  was  read  a  se- 
cond time.  Lord  North  said,  he  should 
not  oppose  its  being  committed,  but  that 
in  its  present  form  he  could  not  possiUy 
consent  to  its  passing. 

April  6.  The  House  went  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  JenJtinsan  observed,  that  the  first 
clause  mentioned  a  catalogue  of  crimes  for 
which  incapacitation  followed  expulsion; 
that  thb  catalogue  (consisting  of  felony, 
blasphemy  by  statute,  or  any  crime  by 
statute  for  which  the  pillory  was  the  pu- 
nishment) was  by  no  means  extensive 
enough,  as  there  were  many  crimes  at 
common  law,  equally  infamous  with  those 
mentioned,  where  the  pillory  or  imprison- 
ment was  the  punishment ;  that  he  should 
therefore  move  to  leave  out  the  crimes 
punishable  by  statute,  and  substitute  an 
amendment,  **  or  any  person  being  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment  f6r  a  year,  or  put 
in  the  piUorv  suffering  corporal  punish- 
merit,''  out  this  last  he  afterwards  omitted, 
as  burning  in  the  hand  for  manslaughter, 
drc.  might  be  included  in  it. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  the 
Opposition,  as  entirely  changing  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  Bill  was  brought  in  ; 
the  proposed  design  of  it  being  to  describe 
a  set  of  crimes  for  which  incapacitation 
should  follow ;  this  was  done  in  the  Bill  as 
brought  in,  describing  every  particular 
crime  at  made  so  by  act  itf  parliament ;  but 


at  common  law  there  were  naay  crimei 
where  the  punishment  was  aihitrary,  n 
conspiracy,  libels,  breaches  of  the  peace, 
trespasses,  &c,  that  though  the  hemooi- 
ness  of  some  of  them  might  make  incua- 
citation  necessary,  yet  if  the  601  stood  is 
that  manner,  it  would  be  left  in  die  power 
of  a  judge  or  bench  of  justices,  befiore 
whom  such  crimes  should  be  tried,  to  ren* 
der  such  person  incapable,  by 
his  sentence.  General  Burgoyne,  for 
stance,  was  found  guilty  of  a  rio(  at  P 
ton,  the  judge  fined  him  1,000^  be  m\ 
have  imprisoned  him  for  a  year,  and 
no  person  would  say  the  general  was  not 
proper  person  to  sit  in  the  House ;  ''^' 
there  would  be  not  only  a  discretion 
by  this  means  in  the  power  of  the  jui 
and  justices,  but  also  in  the  House,  as 
nright  still  choose  whether  to  expel  orni 
a  person  so  convicted ;  this  would  leate 
doubly  in  the  power  of  a  minister,  fint' 
his  judges,  next  by  majority  in  the  H 
to  reject  one  candidate,  or  admit  aool 
the  offences  at  common  law  were  so 
rious,  that  no  gentleman  in  the  Hi 
could  say  he  had  not,  at  one  time  or 
been  liable  to  such  sentence;  that 
principles  of  the  Bill  beine  so  con 
from  certainty  to  uncertamty,  thevi 
gentlemen  who  brought  it  in  wjih  so 
a  design  as  to  quiet  tibe  disturbances 
by  the  decision  of  the  House  on  the 
diesex  election  must  give  their  own 
against  it ;  that  the  Bill,  if  thus  aine 
instead  of  quieting  the  people,  woald 
them  a  fresh  hanole  to  exclaim  ngaiatt 
House  of  Commons,  as  it  would  then 
blish  by  law  a  most  exorbitant 
which  now  was  looked  on  by  the 
with  a  jealous  eye. 

The  ministry  endeavoured  to  shew 
this  alteration  did  by  no  means  alter 
principle  of  the  BhI  ;  that  it  onW 
tended  the  catalogue  of  crimes  ra' 
than  the  Bill  did ;  that  many  crimes  b 
admitted  would  render  it  very  incompl 
in  the  execution,  and  perhaps  be  attendrf 
with  loss  of  power  over  its  members  totii 
House:  that  Mr.  Wilkes  (if  this  Mm' 
existed  last  year)  would  not  hare  been  hi- 
capacitated,  though  guilty  of  sedltioas  aod 
blasphemous  libels.  . 

It  was  answered,  that  it  seemed  as  iftn^ 
incapacitation  of  Mr.  Wilkes  was  the  grt«< 
object  the  ministry  always  drove  at  K 
was  true,  Mr.  Wijkes  would  not  hare  beff 
incapacitated,  nor  could  any  person  «•/ 
that  all  seditious  libellerB  should  be  t^ 
that  libels  wera  of  the  greatest  extesti  va 
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imy  person  might  &11  under  the  lath  of  the 
hw  ID  that  respect,  with  the  best  intention, 
to  defend  onf^  the  constitution ;  las  for 
iostance,  sir  Richard  Steele,  who  was  ex* 
pelled  for  writing  the  Crisis,  a  pamphlet  of 
mfinite  good  consequence  to  the  Hanove- 
rian succession— would  it  have  been  right 
that  be  should  have  been  incapacitated  ? 

Lord  Barrington  approved  of  the 
pMndment,  yet  thought,  as  a  Bill  of  this 
Ukid  would  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people 
oat  of  doors,  it  should  be  passed  in  as 
snaninious  a  manner  as  possible ;  he  wish- 
ed therefore,  as  the  minority  seemed  de- 
termined rather  to  lose  the  Bill  than  to 
submit  to  the  alterations,  that  the  ministry 
tould  give  up  the  point,  as  the  Bill  would 
(lo  very  well  as  proposed ;  such  a  conces- 
sion would  shew  the  good  sense  of  the  mi- 
iiitry,  who  would  thereby  have  the^redit 
af  Yielding  to  the  good  of  the  nation,  in  a 
point  which  would  not  reflect  any  disho- 
aoor  on  them.  This  the  ministry  seemed 
aot  much  to  relish ;  but  at  last 

Lord  North  jROi  up^  and  argued  at  first 
br  the  amendment:  he  said,  that  this 
concession  would  not,  he  feared,  conciliate 
itte  people,  as  there  would  always  be  men, 
whose  mterest  or  disposition  would  keep 
ftemunquiety  and  render  them  still  the 
Uowers  up  of  sedition;  that  nothing  but 
vanishment,  or  want  of  success,  would 
nre  any  effisct  on  them*  The  former  he 
into  averse  to  ;  the  latter  he  hoped  would 
tkctually  do  the  business;  however,  he 
tould  no  longer  t>ppose  the  withdrawing 
die  amendment. 

Tliis  step  seemed  Decenary,  as  he 
would  else  nave  most  probably  lost  the 
qoestioo, .  aa  several  of  the  ministry  and 
country  gentlemen  of  that  party  declared 
Jgainstit. 

May  L  The  House  went  acain  into 
ft  Committee  On  the  Bill;  in  which  lord 
North  proposed  an  Amendment  which  gave 
great  offienoe :  and,  in  short,  b^  a  variety 
of  alteration^  made  by  the  mmistry,  the 
XMture  of  the  Bill  had  been  almost  wholly 
dianged ;  which  Mr.  Herbert  not  ap* 
proving  of,  he  got  up  and  moved,  that  the 
chairman  might  leave  the  chair;  which 
being  agreed  to,  an  end  was  thus  put  to 
IheBilL 

DdmU  in  the  Commons  on  a  Motion  to 
^^*^fy  Revenue  Officertjrom  Voling  at 
fmtoiu.*]     February  12.    The  House 
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having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  State  of  the  Na- 
tion, 

Mr.  DoxodemeU  moved,  that  the  Chair* 
man  might  be  directed  to  move  the  House, 
that  a  Bill  might  be  brought  in,  *<  For 
disqualifying  certain  Officers  in  the  Reve- 
nues from  voting  for  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment," and  in  support  of  it  he  spoke  to 
the  following  efiect : 

In  th^  reign  of  William  the  Sd,  the  ex* 
cise  produced  a  revenue  of  100,000/.  per 
ann.  and  it  now  produces  800,000/.  The 
customs  also  now  produce  600>000/.  per 
ann.  and  the  officers  employed  to  collect 
this  vast  revenue,  two  millions  sterling, 
are  all  in  the  power  of  the  crqwn.  The 
chief  officers  have,  by  act  of  parliament, 
been  disqualified  for  sitting  here,  and  I 
think,  that  for  the  same  reasons  we  shduld 
disqualify  the  inferior  officers  from  send- 
ing up  any  body  to  sit  here.  The  ob-* 
taming  of  such  an  act,  is  an  object  that  I 
would  pursue  at  all  times,  whether  in  or 
out  of  office :  I  scorn  to  propose  now  I 
am  out,  what  I  would  not  support  if  1  wai 
in.  The. minister's  great  object  is  not  so 
much  the  procuring  the  voice  within  doors, 
as  without ;  he  may  shuffle  on  for  a  little 
while  with  a  majority  in  his  favour  here ; 
but  if  the  majority  of  the  people  are  against 
him,  he  can  never  obtain  a  permanent  sta« 
bility ;  he  can  never  be  respectable  abroad, 
nor  useful  at  home.  The  measure  which 
I  propose,  therefore,  instead  of  weakening 
him,  would  give  the  most  eflectite 
strength ;  and  a  majority  here,  would  be  a 
vote  and  a  pledge  of  a  majoritv  in  the  na- 
tion; ifhis  measures  were  good  they  would 
meet  with  a  most  effectual  support ;  and  if 
bad,  no  friend  to  his  country  can  wish  that 
they  should  be  supported  at  aU.  No  mi- 
nister, that  professes  to  have  the  public 
good  in  view,  can  pretend,  consistently 
with  such  profession,  that  any  measure 
tending  to  produce  a  real  repreaentatioa 
of  the  people,  can  impede  his  designs; 
and  therefore  I  shall  meet  with  no  oppo* 
sition  in  thiis  measure ;  or  those  who  op« 
p(>se  it,  must  profess  to  adopt  measures, 
which  a  free  represenution  would  not  ap* 
prove* 

Mr.  Hipj^dey  Coxe.  I  am  sorry  that 
my  ability  to  second  and  support  thia 
motion,  is  so  very  unecjual  to  my 
will:  I  pretend  to  no  merit  but  an  ho- 
nest andf  upright  heart,  which  is  suffi* 
cient    to    convince    me,  that  something 

should  be  done  to  quiet  the  miada  of  the 

IS  ay 
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f»eople.  The  proceedings  last  year  I  be- 
ieve  both  sides  of  the  House  regret ;  and 
I  believe  the  crown  influence  on  voters 
for  pariiamentary  representatives  so  fatal, 
that  if  Charles  the  1st  had  been  able  to 
govern  boroughs,  he  would  have  been 
able  to  enslave  the  nation.  I  am  for  the 
disqualification  of  all  the  revenue  officers 
who  hold  their  places  at  will  under  the 
crown. 

Sir  George  Osborne*  The  object  of 
this  committee,  1  think  was  grievances; 
where  are  these  grievances  ?  I  should  be 
glad  to  see  them  produced.  Can  any  gen>  . 
tleman  give  a  better  account  of  them  than 
is  to  be  found  in  the  London  Petition,  or 
than  is  likely  to  be  found  in  the  Remon- 
strance, which  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear,  is 
preparing  by  the  sanlie  hands. 

Sir  John  M'olesivorth,  The  gentleman 
who  made  the  motion  ought  to  have  the 
thanks  of  all  who  have  burgage  tenures ; 
and  if  such  a  Bill  as  he  has  moved  for 
•hould  be  passed,  I  may  hope  to  see  bo- 
roughs a  less  rotten  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  more  of  my  country  neighbours 
in  this  House. 

General  Bosaraen*  I  think  our  knight 
of  the  shire  a  few  years  since  had  a  better 
opinion  of  our  boroughs  than  he  seems  to 
bave  now :  he  now  asperses  them,  but  I 
well  remember  he  ttien  said,  that  he  did 
not  believe  an  adventurer  could  succeed 
for  any  one  borough  in  Cornwall. 

Mr.  Jenkinson.  The  Bill  which  is  the 
object  of  tlie  present  motion,  is  in  ray  opi- 
nion wholly  unnecessary.  As  the  law 
BOW  stands,  no  person  in  the  custom, 
excise,  or  post-omce,  can  ihtehneddle  by 
persuauSion  or  dissuasion,  in  the  voting  for 
representatives  in  parliament,  under  very 
heavy  penalties.  I  wish  those  who  are 
impeding  government,  hj  frivolous  and 
factious  contention,  under  colour  of  main- 
taining the  freedom  of  parliaments,  would 
be  a  little  more  cautious  in  the  abetting-  of 
measures  which  strike  at  their  very  root. 
Petitioners  to  dissolve  the  parliament 
eventually  make  the  privy  council  judges 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  House ;  for  the 
King  dissolves  with  the  advice  of  the 
privy  council :  this  government  knows  no 
cabinet  council ;  the  privy  council  alone  is 
constitutional :  and  tnere  is  not  the  least 
colour  for  ilie  insinuation,  that  cabals  are 
held  in  such  a  cabinet,  so  as  unconstitu- 
tionally to  influence  public  measures. 
Perhaps  a  few  of  ^  Majesty's  friendb 


might  privately  talk  together  about  this, 
as  aboiit  other  affairs,  but  do  public  mea- 
sure could  take  its  rise  from  their  determi. 
natipD. 

Mr.    Thomas   Toumshend,    I  heard  i 
great    person    arraigned  in  another  as. 
sembly  for  not  attending  the  cabinet ;  it 
was  said,  "  I  took  care  that  your  lord- 
ships should  be  summoned,  that  you  might 
have  no  excuse."    Though  I  complaiD  ol 
public  measures,  I  am  desirous  that  tbe 
saddle  should  be  put  on  the  right  horse. 
There  is  not  a  single  object  of  goveromeot 
that  has  been  properly  attended  to ;  there 
is  not  a  single  advantage  which  it  shoaM 
procure,  that  is  not  less ;  not  a  single  mis- 
chief it  should  prevent,  that  is  not  greater,  i 
The  smugglers  on  the  coast  of  Sussex,  are  j 
become  pirates,  and  have  perpetrated  the  I 
most  horrid  murders.     For  these  enonni- 
ties  the  officers  of  the  revenue  are  in  some  | 
sort  answerable ;  they  could  not  have  ba^ 
pened  but  from  a  neglect  of  duty ;  the  de* 
linquents  would  certainly  have  oeeo  tura- 1 
ed  out  of  the  trust  which  they  had  abased 
and  betrayed,  if  they  had  not  been  usefii 
at  elections.    Persons  have  jumped  into 
high  offices  without  any  pretensions  fhxa 
family,  merely  by  the  importance  which 
they  derived  from  'this  iniquitous  senice. 
And  persons  of  tried  abilities  and  worth 
have  oeen  dismissed  for  opposing  it.   Toe 
Lord  Chancellor  has  been  arraigned  for 
washing  his  hands  of  the  Middlesex  elcc* 
tion,  a  violent  measure,  which  has  beea 
made  the  test  of-  court  favour ;  what  coc- 
stitutional  existence  or  power  a  cabinet 
has,  I  shall  not  enquire;  but  nothing  is 
more  manifest,  than  that  we  are  under  the 
influence  of  a  cabinet :  we  can  judge  of 
the  tree  only  by  its  fruit,  and  1  should 
imagine  the  cabinet  to  be  a  midnight  at- 
sembly,  consisting  of  persons,  who  repair* 
some  from  the  hazard  tabic,  and  some 
from  the  bottle,  and  whom  for  their  cretut, 
if  credit  they  can  have,  we  must  suppos< 
to  be  drunk* 


Mr.  Jenkinson.  It  would  be  affectation 
not  to  take  a  reflection  just  thrown  out  to 
myself,  and  meanness  not  to  reply.  Th* 
family  fVom  which  1  sprung,  is  as  snciest 
and  as  good  as  that  of  the  gentleman  vju) 
spoke  last,  and  I  came  into  tbe  situaiioo 
which  he  seems  to  regard  with  envy  m 
discontent,  by  industry,  honestly  appH^, 
and  I  know  no  mere  honourable  means  <ii 
obtaining  public  employment. 

Six  Waker  Bbciet.    I^ooIdba^ercrT 


857] 


^om  'ouHng  at  Eltttumt* 


A.  D.  mo. 


[838 


mao  cany  his  honour  in  his  band ;  his  0ri* 

^la  sigoines  nothing  without  it* 

Mr.  Higbj^*  Nothing  is  so  disorderly 
here,  as  to  take  notice  of  what  passes  in 
mother  house ;  the  cabinet  is  well  known 
to  consist  of  a  committee^  or  a  few  oiem- 
}ers  of  the  privy  council  called  together 
for  particular  purposes ;  it  is  not  pretended 
:o  have  any  constitutional  authority,  but  it 
ices  not  therefore  follow^  that  it  may  not 
leliberate  upon  measures  to  be  referred  to 
ihe  privy  council  that  has.  As  to  the  Bill 
a  question,  I  ^o  not  see  that  much  can  be 
laid  either  for  or  against  it.  For  my  own 
)art,  I  would  oppose  it,  if  the  gentleman 
vho  moved  it  was  minister,  and  then  I 
luppose  I  should  be  in  the  ministryl  But 
rhv  Ia  it  called  for  in  this  committee  of 
grievances?  It  has,  i  see,  united  gentle* 
sen  of  very  different  principles ;  how  it 
:ame  to  jumble  them  togetlier^  I  cannot 
£!1 ;  but  1  cannot  forbear  taking  the  liber- 
:jto  assure  them,  that  they  never  will 
igree  so  well  on  the  Treasury  Bench,  as 
ihcv  do  on  this  side  of  the  House.  I  could 
rilliogly  have  excused  the  gentlemen  who 
pade  and  abet  this  motion  from  doing  it 
to  day ;  if  they  had  desired  it,  I  would  wil- 
ingly  have  given  them  a  day  more  to  re- 
{over  themselves  from  the  tatigue  of  eat- 
pg  and  drinking  at  my  Lord  Mayor's  ball. 
'The  Lord  Mayor  had  given  a  ball  two 
uys  before,  which  was  supposed  to  have 
M)i^tponed  the  business  that  was  to  have 
:ome  on  that  day.]  Are  not  burgage  te* 
tures  a  rotten  part  of  the  constitution  ?  I 
tsk  that  gentleman  who  represents  the  rot* 
en  county; 

Mr.  Beckford  (Lord  Mayor).  The 
lentleman  who  spoke  last  is  a  good  ho- 
noured gentleman,  and  grows  fat  upon  it. 
)ut  he  should  not  have  made  a  woman's 
(all  a  p^rty  ball.  I  am  ashamed  of  it.  AH 
oris  of  people  might  have  come  to  the 
lance,  i  wish  he  would  turn  his  thoughts 
0  objects  of  more  moment:  I  wish  he  and 
lis  party  would  recollect  that  the  Revolu- 
ion  was  brought  about  by  the  removal  of 
udges  at  pleasure^  and  that  a  great  law 
fficer  (Mr.  Dunning)  has  just  now  been 
enooved  for  his  vote  in  this  House.  As 
0  a  cabinet  council,  I  hold  it  to  be  an  un- 
iwful  assembly ;  the  first  that  I  remem- 
ber was  established  in  blood,  in  the  time 
'f  Charles  the  9th,  of  the  House  of  Bour- 
*on.  As  to  the  Bill  in  question,  an  inte- 
ested  man  certainly  is  not  competent  in 
iidicial  proceedings,  and  for  the  same  rea- 
Mi  CtfMom- J19M99  ^g^ra  OMglK  to  ligve 


ao  ▼ote.    Nor  should  great  place-men  sit 
and  vote  here* 

Mr.  Charles  Fox.  I  am  against  thia 
motion.  Correct  abuses  and  welcome,  but 
do  not  correct  one  abuse,  by  causing 
many.  Remedy  the  influence  of  the  peers 
at  elections ;  that  is  the  fatal  influence  of 
the  crown.  As  to  the  removal  of  the  law 
officer,  it  was  the  saying  of  a  great  minister, 
that  he  who  would  not  remove  a  man  that 
was  undermining  administration,  *  was  a 
pitiful  fellow.*  A  gentleman  has  lalkedl 
about  removing  the  judges,  as  an  uncon- 
stitutional and  arbitrary  measure.  But  it 
is  a  pity  he  did  not  consider  the  difference 
between  judges  and  a  chancellor;  the 
judges  are  in  neither  House,  therefore 
they  cannot  influence  nor  undermine  :  a 
chancellor  may  do  both :  the  chancellor 
may  equitably  and  constitutionally  be  re- 
moved: the  judges  not. 

Sir  Walter  Bfacket  said,  that  the  taking 
away  the  franchises  of  such  a  number  of 
people  as  was  proposed,  required  farther 
consideration,  and  that  they  were  not  now 
ready  for  such  a  motion. 

Mr.  Cornvmll.  Whether  we  are  noir 
ready  for  such  a  motion,  I  know  not,  but 
this  I  know,  that  the  measure  proposed  by 
it  was  never  so  necessary  as  it  has  been 
since  the  accession  of  his  present  Majesty. 
The  executive  power  of  the  crown  waa 
never,  during  the  same  space  of  time* 
lodged  in  so  many  dilfereat  hands,  nor  did 
it  ever  act  by  so  visible  an  influence  in  this 
House:  gentlemen  have  Been  questions 
diametrically  opposite  to  each  other,  car* 
ried  by  the  same  majority,  and  even  the 
great  law  officer,  who  is  now  said  to  have 
been  arraigned  for  washing  his  hands  of 
th^  Middlesex  election,  was  last  year 
stated  to  be  of  the  opinion  with  the  majo* 
rity  of  this  House.  It  has  been  said  that 
a  noble  duke  was  not  to  leave  his  statioa 
while  he  could  keep  it  with  honour ; 
he  has  now  lefl  his  station;  why, 
then,  are  we  not  told  the  cause  of  hit 
resignation  ?  Surely  it  would  be  for  his 
credit^  and  if  not  for  the  credit  of  other 
people,  tliey  ought  not  to  be  screened  from 
their  disgrace.  The  Lord  Chancellor'a 
present  opiiMon  was  known  so  long  ago  aa 
August  last :  if  this  was  a  justifying  cause 
of  removing  him,  why  was  he  continued  in 
office  till  a  fortnight  af^er  the  commence* 
ment  of  this  session  ?  If  notj  why  was  he 
removed  at  all?  There  would  be  no  end  of 
uHdljplyiQg  qu^iopsi  to  ahaw  the  inaa^ 
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lation  and  imbecility  of  those  who  are  in 
power,  or  the  futility  of  their  endeavours 
to  obtain  a  firmer  establishment,  by  intro- 
ducing and  exalting  new  people,  wno  have 
neither  fortune,  family,  or  experience; 
such  people  when  they  have  done  their 
dirty  work,  may  pretend  that  they  have 
honour ;  and  when  they  have  been  reward- 
ed with  a  great  office,  they  may  pretend 
that  they  were  not  ambitious* 

Lord  North.  It  is  true,  that  the  great 
law  officer  of  the  crown,  was,  last  year, 
stated  to  be  of  the  same  opinion  with  the 
majority  of  this  House,  in  the  latter  reso- 
16tion  which  it  came  to;  what  was  then 
stated  was  my  sincere  belief,  but  my  be- 
lief was  founded  upon  no  other  authority 
than  a  conversation  which  I  had  with  him. 
It  is  also  true,  that  he  has  since  declared 
another  opinion  and  been  dismissed,  but  it 
cannot  be  said  that  he  was  dismissed  for 
bis  vote  in  parliament ;  it  would  be  uncon* 
•titutional,  and  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
.has  imputed  it  to  administration  will  not, 
I  am  sure,  abide  by  his  charge.  But  it  is 
also  alledged,  that  administration  was  im* 
prudent  in  not  dismissing  him  before ;  it 
should,  however,  be  considered  that  a 
chancellor  is  not  a  judge  only,  but  a  mi- 
nisterial officer  o(  the  crown.  As  to  the 
reflections  that  have  been  thrown  out  with 
respect  to  the  bringing  young  ^men  into 
office,  i  shall  come  to  the  point  at  once. 
I  acknowledge  that  I  am  a  young  man, 
and  I  will  not  pretend  that  my  merit  was 
adequate  to  my  promotion ;  but  I  am  not 
tlie  youngest  man  that  has  held  this  office; 
and  as  to  my  merit,  I  was  some  years  since 
removed,  and  the  being  removed  from  any 
'  department  of  administration  seems  to  in- 
clude all  merit  which  some  gentlemen  are 
disposed  to  acknowledge.  As  to  the  pre- 
sent motion,  it  is  to  me  a  demonstration 
that  the  gentleman  and  his*  party  are  ut- 
terly in  despair  of  effecting  a  change  in 
administration^  If  they  had  had  the  least 
glimmering  ray  of  hope  that  they  should 
come  in,  they  would  upon  this  head  have 
been  as  silent  as  the  grave ;  for  though 
this  abandoned  administration  ought  not 
to  be  trusted  with  a  power  over  Cuf^tom-! 
hou»e  officers,  the  upright  heart  of  the 
gentleman  who  so  ardently  longs  to  be  In  | 
my  plaee,  nnght  be  trusted,  if  he  could 
Bucceefd  Besides,  the  motion  itself  seems 
to  me  to  be  irregular ;  prior  resolutions 
should  be  proposed  to  warrant  such  a  pro- 
ceeding, and  shew  its  expediency  in  the 
jMliue  of  beads  of  a  fiiU  in  this  committee. 


or  the  motion  may  extend  to  officm  is 
the  army  and  navy  ;  and  let  me  obsenre, 
too,  that  no  evidence  lias  yet  been  brought 
of  the  undue  influence  of  the  crown;  in 
insinuation  is  one  thine,  a  proof  ig  bdo- 
ther.  The  motives  of  oppoi>itioD  may 
be  fairly  inferred  from  the  characters  and 
situation  of  the  opposers ;  country  gentle- 
men always  act  consistently ;  they  never 
enter  into  cabals,  parties,  or  Actions ;  they 
are  not  candidates  for  employments  or 
honours :  need  I  draw  the  inference  \ 

Mr.  Grenville.  '  Let  us  pass  over  colia- 
teral  considerations,  and  come  directly  to 
the  principal  objection  against  the  rootioo. 
Will  you  say,  that  you  cannot  find  oicen 
for  the  customs  and  excise,  if  you  depriie 
such  officers  of  the  franchise  in  questun.' 
Will  you  say,  that  it  is  unjust  to  sepante 
the  possession  of  a  franchise  from  the  pos* 
session  of  a  place  i  or  can  it  be  pretended 
that  a  man  who  knowingly  and  voluntanlj 
accepts  a  place  from  which  a  franchise  a 
scfiarated,  has  a  right  to  complain  of  oat 
being  able  to  bring  his  franchise  into  place 
with  him  ?  The  influence  of  tlie  crovn  is 
the  affiiir  before  us  is  unquestionable,  aod 
there  can  be  no  influence  so  dsngerouii 
For  myself,  I  am  as  little  disposed  to  a  race 
for  popularity  as  for  power,  but  it  is  inort 
certain  that  no  government  can  subsist  ia 
this  country,  that  is  not  founded  on  the 
opinion  of  the  people*  obedience  to  the 
laws,  and  respect  to  the  crown. 

Lord  Frederick  Campbell  said,  that  the 
motion  seemed  in  its  consequences  tostrib 
at  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  that  oe 
man  could  tell  where  bills  of  disqualifica- 
tion might  stop. 

Lord  Gejrge  SacJeoUie  replied,  that  the 
Bill  in  view  was  on  the  contrary  a  Biil  k 
the  securing  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  ll 
is,  says  he,  suspending  a  franchise,  butn^ 
taking  it  away ;  let  him  that  prefers  hii 
franchise  to  his  place  quit  his  place,  aod 
his  franchise  will  return.  He  concluded 
by  observing^  that  there  were  manjf  H 
roughs  in  which  the  officers  in  questional 
went  one  way,  and  to  a  man  voted  as  tbef 
'were  directed  by  ministry;  that  in  the 
reign  of  James  1,  officers  were  put  inw 
the  management  of  the  revenues  in  Coro* 
wall,  and  that  though  it  was  now  said  to 
be  different,  yet  tlie  more  the  taxes,  ilJ« 
more  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  and  th* 
even  country  gentlemen  were  now  becoa* 
dependants  upon  the  crown. 

Mr.  BtdUr,  jun.   observed,  thst  tb« 


841]      Lord  Chatham^s  Speech  on  Seera  Influence*        A.  D.  1170. 


[84S 


greatest  grievance  was  the  loss  of  the 
confidence  of  that  House  with  -the  people. 

Mr.  Onslow,  col.  Onslow,  lord  Strange, 
and  sir  Joseph  Mawbey,  spoke  against  the 
notion ;  sir  George  Saville,  and  lord  John 
Cavendish  for  it. 

,  Colonel  BarrL  The  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  have  confessedlv  no  ability,  or 
they  make  no  use  of  it.  They  use  no  ar- 
guments that  can  so  much  as  give  colour 
to  the  concurrence  of  those  who  are  most 
devoted  to  their  interest ;  how,  then,  can 
they  expect  even  their  vassals  to  follow 
them?  This  motion  strikes  deep  at  the 
King's  Friends.  It  has  been  insinuated  as 
a  merit  in  a  certain  person,  that  be  was 
diiplaced;  and  I  am  very  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge  that  the  administration  for  the 
ksi  nine  years  past,  has  been  a  corps  of 
deserters.  There  was,  I  remember,  a 
corps  in  Germanv  during  the  last  war,  of 
exactly  the  same  kind ;  it  consisted  wholly 
of  deserters.  The  end  of  this  corps  may 
eisily  be  guessed,  and  the  end  of  this  ad- 
ninistration  will  be  the  same.  .  Lord  Go*, 
dolphin  would  not  suffer  a  Custom*  house 
officer  to  reside  where  he  was  bom ;  so 
that  if  such  officer  was  wanted  to  vote  In 
the  south,  it  was  necessary  to  send  for  him 
femthe  north,  which  was  not  so  easily 
iccomplibhed. 

Lord  Clare  made  a  short  speech  in  re« 
ply*  and  the  question  was  carried  in  the 
native,  26S  against  188. 

Lord  Chaiham*8  Speech  on  Secret  In* 
Jiuencc,'}  March  2.  Lord  Craven  moved, 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  beseeching  him  forthwith 
to  take  the  proper  steps  for  such  an  En* 
crease  of  Seameii  in  tne  royal  navy,  as 
shall  effectually  preserve  the  honour  and 
security  of  his  Majesty's  kingdoms  and 
colonies,  and  protect  the  trade  of  his  Ma- 
jeity's  subjects.*'     Upon  this  occasion, 

Ine  Earl  of  Chatham*  condemned  the 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  servants,  in  al- 
most every  particular.  He  complained 
strongly  of  the  secret  influence  of  the  earl 
of  Bute,  which  he  aflirned  still  continued, 
iod  which  had  prevented  there  having 
been  any  original  minister  since  the  ac- 
cession of  his  present  Majesty.  [The  duke 
of  Grafton  took  this  to  himself,  and  said 
^  did  not  know  what  the  noble  earl  meant, 
l)y  there  having  been  no  original  minister; 
uc  could   take   upon   him  to  say,   that 
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while  he  was  in  office  he  was  as  much 
minister  as  any  man  could  be.]  Lord  Chat- 
hain  scouted  the  idea  of  the  noble  duke's 
having  been  minister,  and  seemed  to  laugh 
at  his  presumption  in  having  thought  him« 
self  so.  He  said,  he  spoke  of  the  secret 
influence  of  an  invisible  power — of  a  favo- 
rite, whose  pernicious  counsels  had  occa- 
sioned all  the  present  unhappiness  and  dis- 
turbances in  the  nation,  and  who,  notwith- 
standing he  was  abroad,  was  at  this  mo- 
ment as  potent  as  ever;  that  he  had  ruined 
every  plan  for  the  public  good,  and  be- 
trayed every  man  who  had  taken  a  respon- 
sible oflice ;  that  there  was  no  safety,  no 
security  against  his  power  and  malignity : 
that  he  himself  had  been  duped,  he  con- 
fessed it  with  sorrow ;  that  he  had  been 
duped  when  he  least  suspected  treachery,  * 
at  a  time  when  the  prospect  was  fair,  and 
when  the  appearances  of  confidence  were 
strong ;  in  particular,  at  the  time  when  he 
was  taken  ill,  and  obliged  to  go  to  Bath 
for  a  short  week ;  he  had,  before  he  set 
out,  formed,  with  great  pains,  attention, 
and  deliberation,  schemes  highly  interest- 
ing and  of  the  utmost  importance  to  tliii 
country  ;  schemes  which  had  been  ap- 
proved in  council,  and  to  which  the  King 
nimself  had  given  hb  consent.  -But  when 
he  returned,  he  found  his  plans  were  aU 
vanished  into  thin  air. 

The  House  of  Savoy,  continued  he,  has 
produced  a  race  of  illustrious  princes; 
notwithstanding  which  it  must  be  con-^ 
fessed,  that  the  court  of  Turin  sold  you  to 
the  court  of  France  in  the  last  peace.— 
When  I  was  earnestly  called  upon  for  the 
public  service,  I  came  from  Somersetshire 
with  wings  of  2eal.  I  consented  to  pre- 
serve a  peace  which  I  abominated ;  a  peace 
I  would  not  make,  but  would  preserve 
when  made.  I  undertook  to  support  a 
government  by-  law ;  but  to  shield  no  man 
from  public  justice  These  terms  were 
accepted,  I  thought  with  sincerity  accept- 
ed. I  own  I  was  credulous,  I  was  duped, 
I  was  deceived;  for  I  soon  found  that 
ihere  was  no  original  administration  to  be 
suffered  in  this  country.  The  same  secret 
invihible  influence  still  prevailed,  which 
had  put  an  end  to  all  the  successive  admi- 
nistrations as  soon  as  they  opposed  or 
declined  to  act  under  it. 

The  Duke  of  GrafUm  rose  again,  and 
said :  I  rise  to  defend  the  King ;  thouffh, 
if  I  understand  rightly  the  words  which 
have  been  spoken,  they  are  only  the  efecti 
of  a  distempered  mind  brooding  over  iti 
own  discontent. 
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The  Earl  of  Chatham  replied :  I  rise 
neither  to  deny,  to  retract*  nor  to  explain 
away  the  words  I  have  spoken.  As  for 
bis  Majesty,  I  always  found  every  thing 
grapious  and  amiable  in  the  closet;  so 
amiably  condescending  as  to  promise  in 
every  repeated  audience  not  only  to  for- 
give, but  to  supply  the  defects  of  health 
by  hig  cheerful  support,  and  by  the  ready 
assistance  of  all  his  imn^iate  dependents, 
&c.  Instead  of  this*  all  the  obstacles  4od 
difficulties  which  attended  every  great  and 
public  measure,  did  not  arise  from  those 
out  of  government ;  but  were  suggested, 
nourished,  and  suppoited  by  that  secret 
i;ifiuence  I  have  mentioned,  and  by  the 
industry  of  those^very  dependents :  first  by 
secret  treachery;  then  by  official  influence; 
afterwards  in  public  councils.  A  long 
train  of  such  practice  has  at  length  un- 
9^illingly  convinced  me,  that  there  is  some** 
thing  behind  the  throne  greater  than  the 
Kin^  himself*  As  to  the  ooble  diike,  there 
was  10  his  conduct,  froqa  the  tjme  of  my 
being  taken  ill,  a  gradual  deviation  from 
every  thing  that  ha4  been  settled  and 
iotemnly  agreed  to  by  his  grace,  both  as 
to  measures  and  to  men ;  tUji  at  last  there 
were  not  left  two  planks  together  Qf  the 
ahip  which  had;  bei^  origiDally  launcfaed<i 
As  to  a  disteropened  mindf  1  have  a  drawer 
full  of  proofs,  that  my  principles  k^ve 
never  given  way  to  any  disease ;  and  that 
J  have  always  bad  efficient  vigour  of 
mind  reroatnmg  to  support  them,  and  €on«- 
iequently  to  avoid  all  those  saaries,  which, 
from  time  to  time,  have  been  so  artfully 
laid  to  take  advantage  of  ray  state  if 
iiealth :  his  grace  can  witness  better  than 
«ny  other  man,  because  h^  has  hlmaelf  the 
letters  which  sufficiently  prove  iL 

The  motion  waa  negatived. 

Debate  in  the  Commont  on  the  State  of 
the  Civil  Ust.*}  Feb.  26.  Mr.  George 
GrevoiUe  rose  and  said : 

Sir ;  it  is  my  .present  intention  to 
trouble  you  on  the  subject  of  the  Civil 
List,  a  revenue  which  if  misapplied,  so 
fiur  from  maintaining  the  dignity  of  the 
crown,  serves  only  to  besiege  it  with  pa^ 
casites,  and  instead  of  proaaoting  industry 
or  arts,  serves  only  to  aubvert  the  freedom 
of  the  people. 

Sir,  there  is  by  lav  a  sum  of  600/)KX)/. 
mnually  made  good  by  this  House  to  the 
ciDwn,  for  the  end  of  supporting  tbe  regal 
idttfaoter  with,  dignity;  which,  together 
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with  the  advantage  of  some  additional  r& 
venues,  is  very  adequate  to  every  necei> 
sary,  nay  every  liberal  expence,  the  crotm 
has  occasion  to  incur;  yet,  notwithstaod* 
ing  the  known  greatness  of  (he  fund,  and 
the  known  economy  of  the  present  tii&es, 
the  fund  has  been  found  insufficieDt,  i 
considerable  debt  has  been  contracted  gq 
the  credit  of  it,  and  the  people  havebea 
applied  to  for  more  money,  where  all  the 
thinking  men  in  the  kingdom  were  uiudi* 
raously  of  opinion  that  they  had  alresdj 
granted  too  much. 

In  1764,  Sir,  the  disbursements  of  the 
Civil  List  were  870,000/.,  yet  though  since 
that  period  an  anmial  sum  exceeding 
SOyOOO/.  has  fallen  in  by  the  deaths  d 
dieir  r.oyal  highnesses  the  dukes  of  Cuib< 
berland  and  York,  the  expences  of  the 
crown,  so  far  from  being  lessened,  bare 
experienced  a  regular  increase,  fiir  in 
1768  the  expenditure  amounted  to 
900,000^  and  possibly  when  we  cometj 
review  the  expenditure  of  the  lastjeffr 
we  may  find  it  still  more  enormous.  Wbh 
ever  knows  me.  Sir,  knows  that  while  I 
would  avoid  prodigality,  I  scorn  to  i» 
parsimonious,  and  far  be  a  wish  from  mj 
iieart  to  bind  majesty  down  to  a  stipend 
inadequate  to  its  real  greatness.  But,  Sir, 
IB  the  late  reign,  when  magnificeooe, 
surely,  was  as  well  understood,  sod  pa* 
sibly  mupli  better  maintained,  the  crova 
always  found  the  fund  appropriated  by  the 
people  for  its  support,  sufficient  to  its  at* 
most  expences,  and  at  that  time  necesaarj 
expences  must  have  been  much  more  co> 
siderable  than  i^t  this  hour ;  for  the  rojil 
family  was  grown  up,  and  deinaoded 
larger  allowances ;  the  journies  to  the 
continent  were  frequent,  and  perhapssou]^ 
times  expedient,  but  at  all  times  expe»< 
sive ;  yet  the  late  king  lived  both  withia 
the  limits  of  the  Civil  List,  and  left  a  sua 
of  170,000/.  at  his  decease,  which  va 
wholly  saved  from  that  revenue,  vA 
which  has  been  received  by  >his  present 
Majesty. 

On  these  accounts,  Sir»  I  am  desirod 
of  seeing  the  expences  on  the  Civil  I^ 
for  the  last  year,  that  we  majr  koov  ^ 
the  pablic  money  has  been  laid  outf  ^ 
we  are  likely  to  be  called  upon  for  every 
occasional  deficiency ;  if,  Sir,  it  ^ 
been  expended  in  die  ivivfuoemeot  f 
useful  arts  or  llie  .eocourageoient  of  u* 
beral  sciepces;  if  it  has  beien  gi^^ 
to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  reiliy  ^ 
cessitous,  or  applied  to  reward  the  menu 
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die  first  to  applaud  the  exalted  extrara- 

Ekoce;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  has  been 
vished  upon  the  profligate,  if  it  has  beeti 
iquandered  upon  a  national  parricide,  to 
itab  the  unhappy  country,  wnose  generO'^ 
litj  poured  it  into  the  royal  exchequer ; 
If,  while  resulting  from  the  Virtues,  it  has 
keen  employed  to  destroy  the  happiness 
of  the  people,  it  is  our  duty  to  remark  with 
lererity  upofi  so  scandalous  a  misapplica- 
tioD,  and  to  prevent  it,  if  possible,  for  the 
htare.  Therefore,  Sir,  as  there  can  be 
ID  reason  to  fear  our  knowing  how  the 
Civil  List  has  been  made  use  of,  if  it  has 
been  properly  used,  I  move,  "  That  an 
kmnble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to 
^ve  directions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
ib  House,  an  Account  of  all  the  Civil 
Ittt  Expences  which  were  incurred,  or  be- 
nroe  due,  between  5th  of  January  1769, 
ind  5th  of  January  1770»  according  to  the 
Ntablishment  and  other  appointments  then 
bose.''' 

If  the  expenditure  has  been  improperly, 
it  is  doubly  our  business  to  discover  it» 
kecause  the  honour  of  the  crown  is  not 
only  concerned,  but  what  is  of  much  more 
kportance,  the  prosperity  of  the  kingdom. 

Lord  North  : 

Sir ;  It  is  exceedingly  pleasant  to  find 

Etlemen,  who  have  themselves  bene- 
1  by  the  munificence  of  the  crown,  and 
vfao  are  themselves  hourly  pocketing  the 
ptblic  money,  making  to  strict  an  exami- 
tttioD  into  the  disbqrseiAents  of  the  Civil 
Lilt,  and  weeping  so  tenderly  over  the  op- 
j^ressions  of  their  poor  country.  However, 
K  I  would  at  all  times  rather  reason  than 
^X  and  as  I  am  desirous  of  leaving  the 
feral  field  of  invective  wholly  open  to 
^enemies  of  administration,  I  shall  pro- 
6^  at  once  to  the  reasons  which  induce 
^to  oppose  the  present  question. 

I  readily  grant.  Sir,  that  whenever  an 
Ipplicatbn  is  made  to  this  House  for  an 
extraordinary  aura  to  wipe  ofi*  occasional 
jncurabrances  on  the  Civil  List,  the  House 
■^  a  right  to  enquire  how  such  iifcum- 
Jiances  have  been  contracted,  and  it  is 
but  reasonable  in  a  minister  to  declare  in 
*hat  manner  the  revenue  appropriated  to 
■^port  the  dignity  of  the  crown  has  been 
wtceeded,  when  he  is  desirous  of  having 
Wciencies  supplied  ;  but  surely,  till  there 
*Jiap[)lication  before  us  for  supplying 
deficiencies,  it  is  untimely,  it  is  improper, 
*  »  unjust  to  enter  into  any  examination 
«  the  loyal  expences.    The  right  hon. 


membef  who  has  brought  this  enquiry  be- 
fore the  Hotkse  acknowledges  that  a  par- 
ticular sum  of  money  is  granted  annually 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Civil  List,  and 
does  not  even-  insinuate,  that,  while  the 
crown  confines  itself  within  the  stipulated 
sum,  this  House  has  the  minutest  pre- 
tence for  scrutinizing  the  disbursements. 
How  does  the  right  hon.  gentleman  know, 
Sir,  that  the  revenue  under  consideration 
has  been  in  the  least  exceeded  ?  how  does 
he  know  that  a  shilling  of  it  has  been  im- 
properly applied  ?  nay,  how  does  he  know 
that  there  is  not  a  considerable  saving  in 
the  expenditures  of  this  year  I  his  desire 
of  an  enquiry,  indeed,  implies  a  suspicion, 
but  by  no  itieans  demonstrates  a  fact ;  and 
the  very  argument  which  he  urges  in  fa- 
vour of  his  enquiry  is  infinitely  stronger 
on  the  side  of  the  crown,  than  m  support 
of  his  own  motion. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  tells  you, 
Sir,  that  notwithstanding  the  liberal  esta- 
blishment given  by  the  Civil  List,  the 
crown  had  run  considerably  in  debt,  as 
appeared  by  the  application  last  year  to 
make  good  the  denciencies,  and  Uiat  be- 
cause we  were  last  year  called  upon  to 
ffive  his  Majesty  an  additional  supply, 
Uiere  is  sufficient  reason  to  imagine  that 
he  stands  at  the  present  period  in  a  pro- 
portional need  of  our  assistance.  For  my 
own  part.  Sir,  however  popular  it  may  be 
to  arraign  the  principles,  or  doubt  the  in- 
dependency of  this  House,  I  neither  think 
the  continual  invectives  which  are  thrown 
out  against  both,  very  consistent  with  po- 
liteness, or  honesty.  I  think  this  House 
is  at  least  entitled  to  the  justice  which  is 
legally  due  to  the  meanest  individual,  and 
that  we  should  at  all  events  compliment  it 
with  the  character  of  probity,  till  we  have 
reason  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  this  cha« 
racteristic. 

To  reason,  consequently,  on  this  prin- 
ciple, I  will  not  suppose  that  this  House 
can  be  guilty  of  a  perfidy  to  its  constitu- 
ents, or  can  wantonly  lavish  away  those 
treasures  to  destroy,  which  are  notori- 
ously collected  to  promote,  the  happiness 
of  the  people.  On  the  contrary,  I  will 
suppose  that  this  House  weighs,  with 
great  deliberation,  the  various  dispositions 
of  the  public  money,  and  never  makes 
any  grants  which  are  not  evidently  proper, 
either  for  the  interest,  or  the  honour,  of 
the  nation.  I  am  sure  if  we  did  not  de 
this  from  choice,  we  have  abundant  cause 
to  do  it  from  necessity ;  for  there  is  not  a 
Question  of  any  importance  ever  carried 
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among  us,  without  an  elaborate  inveiUga-  I 
tion  ;  without  a  multitude  .of  arguments 
forcible  from  fact,  or  perplexing  from 
prejudice,  and  therefore  the  utmost  cir- 
cumspection is  requisite  in  a  mioister/par* 
ticularly  when  he  asks  for  money,  where 
such  numbers  are  impatiently  on  the 
watch  for  an  opportunity  to  traduce  his 
character,  to  misrepresent  his  best  designs, 
and  hang  him  out  to  a  credulous  people 
as' the  betrayer  of  his  country. 

When  a  pecuniary  question,  therefore, 
bas  past  the  ordeal  of  this  House,  we  may 
naturally  conclude,  that  there  is  abun- 
dant cause  for  sanctifying  it  with  an  af- 
firmative; we  may  naturally  conclude, 
that  there  is  abundant  cause  to  imagine 
that  the  justice,  the  expediency  of  it  must 
be  evidently  convincing ;  and  it  is  surely 
a  strange  mode  of  reasoning  to  mention 
that  as  a  criminal,  or  an  erroneous  mea- 
fure  within  these  walls,  to  the  justice,  the 
expediency  oT  which  we  ourselves  within 
these  walls,  have  borne  the  most  honoura- 
ble testimony.  Au  application.  Sir,  was 
made  to  us  last  year,  tor  a  supply  in  con- 
sequence of  deficiencies  on  the  Civil 
List ;  we  thought  the  application  just  and 
expedient,  or  we  should  not  have  given  it 
a  favourable  reception;  looking  upon  it 
however  to  be  botn,  we  complied  with  the 
request  it  contained,  and  now  the  pro- 
priety of  that  procedure  is  to  countenance 
the  grossest  impropriety,  and  we  are  to 
enquire  into  the  private  expences  of  his 
Majesty  without  any  reason,  merely  be- 
cause we  granted  him  a  supply,  where  we 
considered  it  to  be  absolutely  necessary. 
That  grant,  Sir,  if  it  prove  any.  tiling, 
proves  that  there  is  i^ore  occasion  to  trust 
the  royal  discretion  than  to  doubt  it. 
Had  we  refused  the  money  last  year,  or 
given  it  reluctantly,  there  might  be  room 
to  examine  into  the  application  of,  the  ar- 
rear ;  but  giving  it  cheerfully,  nay  gladly ,- 
we  acknowledged  ourselves  convinced 
with  regard  to  the  rectitude  of  the  expen- 
diture, and  have,  of  course,  more  founda- 
tion for  an  increased  confidence  in  his 
Majesty,  than  for  arraigning  his  ceconomy. 
Upon  the  whole^  Sir,  as  the  Civil  List  is 
entirely  the  revenue  of  the  crown,  the 
crown  has  a  right  to  dispose 'of  it  at  will. 
If  future  applications  are  made  for  addi- 
tional supplies,  the  expenditure  may  be 
examined  with  propriety.  At  present  you 
give  the  King  800,00(V.  a  year  to  spend 
as  he  pleases,  and  then  ask  him  what  he 
does  with  it ;  this  is  neither  decent  to  him, 
nor  sensible  to  yourselves.    You  would 
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not  even  ask  one  of  your  officers  what  be 
does  with  the  money  vois  allow  him  for 
support,    though    perhaps  the  enquiry 
might  be  right  if  he  petitioned  for  an  in* 
crease  of  salary.      Sir,  there  are  nioe 
years  accounts  at  this  morotot  lying  b^ 
fore  this  House,  and  the  account  nowd^ 
manded,  if  even  voted  to  be  brought  id, 
being  necessarily  made  up  not  for  a  quar- 
ter day,  but  an  unusual  time,- cannot  pos- 
sibly be  ready  for  inspection  this  sessioQ. 
The  right  hon.  member  is  too  well  a& 
quainted  with  business  not  to  know  this; 
on  which  account  I  h^pe  the  motion  wi 
be  rejected,  and  that  aJl  enquiries  into  the 
Civil  List  expences  may  be  waved  till  fo* 
ture  aids  are  applied  n>r,  especially  ail 
shall  advise  the  crown  to  be  particularly 
cautious  in  its 'disbursements  ;  and  never 
to  exceed  its  stated  revenues,  but  where 
the  utility  of  the  excess  will  be  certain  of 
approbation  from  this  House. 

Colonel  BarrSf  in  an  ironical  speedif 
expressed  his  surprise,  that  the  min'sta 
should  promise  so  much  aS'he  had,  cona* 
dering  the  pensions  had  increased  aomofih 
lately.  There  was  a  suspicion  in  the  p60>j 
pie,  that  a  great  part  of  this  revenue  waai 
expended  in  debauching  the  principles  e^ 
the,  House  of  Commons;  there  was  no  oo^j 
casion  for  ministerial  candidates,  the  ini*j 
nistry  having  a  much  more  gentle  roanotfj 
of  expressing  their  commands  thanbfj 
mandates ;  some,  for  instance,  were  whis«{ 
pered  they,  might  gain  a  step,  bynotiS"] 
signing  (lord  Lisburne)  others  a  penoflS; 
or  two  or  three  generations  deep  (Mbi 
Bradshaw  and  Mr.  Dyson ) .  This  was  tbs; 
manner  pf  procuring  friends  to  the  o*'; 
nistry.  ■ 

Mr.  Coxe  (who  sat  in  that  part  of  ll* 
House  where  the  country  gentlemen  gsj 
nerally  sit)  observed,  that  he  was  vfe4 
happy  in  being  amongst  a  set  of  gend^ 
men  so  very  zealous  for  the  liberty  of  4j 
subject.  They  had  been,  for  many  ycej 
past,  *for  retrenching  the  expences  of  tW 
crown,  and  the  influence  ot  pensions  ej 
the  House  of  Commons :  he  therefore  m 
no  doubt  but  they  would  concur  in  avflW 
to  bring  their  accounts  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Medley  and  sir  W.  Dolben  spoh 
in  the  name  of  the  country  gentlemeji 
that  they  were  very  well  satisBed  with  thj 
present  measures,  and  therefore  hoped  tW 
country  gentlemen  would  vote  against^'** 
question.  The  House  divided*.  He  !«• 
went  fortli^ 
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Telleas. 

Mr.  Coxe    -    .    •    . 

Mr.  Whatcly    -    -    - 

w-.—  f  Mr.  Rigby  •    -    -    - 

So  it  passed  in  the  Degalive. 


Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  State  of  the 
Civil  List.*"]  March  H.  It  was  moved, 
<<  HiBt  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
lis  Majesty,  that  he  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  give  directions  that  there  be 
laid  before  this  House,  an  Account 'of  all 
the  Civil  List  Expences  which  were  in* 
ctured,  or  became  due,  between  the  5th 
of  January  1769  and  the  5th  of  January 
1770,  according  to  the  establishment  and 
other  appointments  then  in  use.'' 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  spoke  in  support 
•fthe  motion.  He  said,  the  Civil  List  is 
appropriated,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
fipportofthe  civil  government ;  and,  in 
fte  next,  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
krown.  In  every  other  respect,  the  mi- 
Ittte  and  particular  expences  of  tlie  civil 
irt  are  as  open  to  parliamentary  examina* 
Ron  and  enquiry,  in  regard  to  the  applica- 
ntton  and  abuse,  as  'any  other  grant  of 
Hie  people,  to  any  other  purpose :  and  mi- 

eters  are  equally  or  more  culpable  for 
urrins  any  unprovided  expence,  and 
hr  runnmg  m  arrear  this  service,  as  for 
hy  other.  The  preambles  of  the  Civil 
List  Acts  prove  this :  and  none  but  chil- 
Iren,  novices,  or  ignorante,  will  ever  act 
without  proper  regard  to  it :  and,  there- 
fcre,  I  can  never  consent  to  increase  frau- 
hlently  the  civil  establishment,  under 
pretence  of  making  up  deficiencies;  nor 
inll  I  ever  bid  so  nigh  for  royal  favour ; 
|ttd  the  minister  who  is  bold  enough  to 
|end  the  people's  money,  before  it  is 
panted  (even  though  it  were  not  for  the 
^^irpose  of  corruptmg  their  representa- 
es),  and  thereby  leaving  the  people  of 
island  no  other  alternative,  but  either 
b  disgrace  their  sovereign,  by  not  paying 
lis  debts,  or  to  become  the  prey  of  everv 
Ijitiirifty  or  corrupt  minister,  such  mi- 
Hter  deserves  death.  The  late  good  old 
DDg  had  something  of  humanity,  and 
■Mmgst  many  other  royal  and  manly  vir- 
>esi  ne  poeseaaed  justice,  truth,  and  sin- 
trity,  in  an  eminent  degree ;  so  that  he 
id  something  about  him,  by  which  it  was 

^  Politictl    Register— London  Musettm— 
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possible  for  you  to  know  whether  he  liked 
you,  or  disliked  you. 

I  have'been  told  that  I  have  a  pension, 
and  that  I  have  recommended  others  to 
pensions.  It  is  true ;  and  here  is  a  list  of 
them :  you  will  find  there  the  names  of  ge- 
neral Amherst,  sir  Edward  Hawke,  and 
several  others  of  the  same  nature ;  they 
were  given  as  rewards  for  real  services, 
and  as  encouragement  to  other  gallant 
heroes.  They  were  honorably  earned  in' 
a  different  sort  of  campaigns  than  those  at 
Westminster;  they  were  sained  by  ac- 
tions full  of  danger  to  themselves,  of 
glory  and  benefit  to  this  nation ;  not  by 
corrupt  votes  of  baseness  and  of  destruc* 
tion  to  their  country. 

You  will  find  no  secret  services  there ; 
and  you  will  find,  that  when  the  warrior 
was  recompensed,  the  member  of  parlia- 
ment was  lefl  free.  You  will  likewise  find 
a  pension  of  1,500/.  a  year  to  lord  Cam«- 
den.  I  recommended  his  lordship  to  bo 
Chancellor ;  his  public  and  private  virtues 
were  acknowledged  by  all ;  they  made  his 
station  more  precarious.  I  could  not  rea« 
sonably  expect  from  him,  that  he  would 
quit  the  Chief  Justiceship  of  the  Common 
Fleas,  which  he  held  for  life,  and  put  him* 
self  in  the  power  of  those  who  were  noC 
to  be  trusted,  to  be  dismissed  from  tho 
Chancer}',  perhaps  the  day  after  his  ap« 
pointment.  The  public  has  not  been  de- 
ceived by  his  conduct.  My  suspicions 
have  been  justified.  His  integrity  has 
made  him  once  more  a  poor  and  a  private 
man ;  he  toas  dismissedjbr  the  vote'  he  gave 
in  this  House  in  Javour  of  the  right  of 
election  in  the  people-^* 

Here  Lord  Marchmonty  who  latelj 
talked  of  foreign  force,  called  lord  Chat- 
ham to  order.  Some  lords  called  **  To 
the  bar,  to  the  bar !"  Lord  Marchmont 
moved,  that  the  earl  of  Chatham's  words 
should  be  taken  down. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  seconded  the  mo- 
tion, and  added,  I  neither  deny,  retract, 
nor  explain  the  words.  I  do  re*affimY  the 
fact,  and  I  desire  to  meet  the  sense  of  the 
House ;  I  appeal  to  the  honour  of  every 
lord  in  this  House,  whether  he  has  nol 
the  same  conviction. 

Lord  Rockingham,  lord  Temple,  and 
many  other  lords,  did  upon  their  honour 
affirm  the  same. 

Lord  Sandwich  and  lord  Weymouth 
would  have  withdrawn  the  motioD;  but 

*  8«e  p.  040,  ofth*  pnieot  toIiuim. 
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lord  Marchmonty  encoaraged  by  lord 
Mansfield,  persistedy  and  moved,,  that  no- 
thing had  appeared  to  jastify  such  an  as- 
aertion. 

The  Eari  of  Chaiham*  My  words  re* 
■lain  unreiractedy  unexplained,  and  re* 
affirmed.  I  desire  to  know  whether  I  am 
oosdemned  or  acquitted ;  and  whether  I 
may  still  preaunM  to  hold  up  my  head  as 
lugh  as  the  noble  lord  wba  moved  to  have 
my  words  taken  down. 

To  this  no  answer  was  given.* 

The  Earl  of  Chatham,  If  I  am  to 
go  off*  acquitted,  I  do  now  declare  to  you, 
tiiat  there  are  many  men  to  impeach,  and 
many  measures  to  arraign  for  the  security 
of  this  nation,  and  the  very  existence  of 
our  laws  and  constitution ;  and,  by  God's 
blessing,  I  will  arraign  and  impeacti  them. 
-—His  lordship  was  reproached  for  having 
recommended  the  duke  of  Graflon,  and 
that  he  had  pushed  the  duke  forward,  and 
forced  hjm  on  the  King,  as  his  first  minis- 
ter. To  which  he  replied,  ^  That  he  bad 
indeed  recommended  him  for  the  Treasury; 
but  he  never  could  be  supposed  to  have 
thought  of  that  boy  as  the  first  minister  of 
a  great  nation.'  He  proceeded  to  say,  *  I 
advised  his  Majesty  to  take  the  duke  of 
Graflon  as  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  but 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  time  as  well  as 
tide ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  noble  duke 
has  convinced  me,  that  I  am  as  likely  to 
be  deceived  as  any  other  man,  that  1  am 
as  fallible  as  my  betters.  It  was  an  ex- 
pression of  that  great  minister  sir  Robert 
Walpole,  upon  a  debate  on  the  army,  that 
*<  Tnose  who  save  the  power  of  blood, 
gave  blood."  I  will  beg  leave  to  parodize 
the  expression,  and  to  say.  Those  that  gave 
the  means  of  corruption,  gave  corruption. 
I  will  trust  no  sovereign  in  the  world  with  the 

*  **  Id  the  course  of  the  Debate,  the  earl  of 
Chatham  in  his  speech  hamg  said,  'That  the 
late  Lord  Chancellor  was  dismissed  for  .eiving 
his  vote  in  this  Honae:'  wbtcli  words  the 
Hoaao  taking  oxaeptioa  la;  aad  it  bob^  aiovod, 
*  That  she  said  w^do  laisrht  ho  road  :*  It  was 
roofodt  *  To  aiijodfra.'  Which  beia^  olfjected 
to:  .afisr  debate,  the  said  motion  for  abloom - 
iog  was,  by  lea?e  of  the  House,  withdrawn.— > 
Then  the  wonts  spoken  by  the  earl  of'  Chat- 
ham were  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  are  as  fol- 
low :  *  lliat  the  lata  Lord  Chaneellor  was  dis- 
missed for  giving  his  vote  ia  this  Houoo^* 
TiMD  it  wan  moved,  •  T6  reaolve,  that  aoShiog 
has  appeased  to  thta  Hoaae  tojasUfy  thataa* 
sextioa.'  Which  being  oljecteii  to :  after  de^- 
bate,  the  qaestiott  was  pat  tberenpon :  it  was 
fasolved  in  the  affinnati? e."    Lords'  Joivroals. 


means  of  purchasmg  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  When  I  had  the  honour  of  being 
the  confidential  keeper  of  the  King's  inten. 
tion,  he  assured  me,-Thathe  never  intesd- 
ed  to  exceed  the  allowance  which  was 
made  by  parlimnaDt:  and  therefore,  mj 
lords,  at  a  time  when  there  are  do  marfa 
of  personal  dissipation  in  our  King,  at  a 
time  when  there  are  no  marks  of  sny  consi- 
derable sumshavingbeen  expended  topn- 
cure  the  secrets  of  the  cabinet-councu  of 
our  enemies;  that  a  request  of  an  enqoitj 
into  the  expenditure  of  the  Civil  List  should 
be  refuseo,  is  to  me  most  extraordinarj. 
Does  the  King  of  England  want  to  baiM 
a  palace  equal  to  his  rank  and  dignity! 
Does  he  want  to  encourage  the  polite  aod 
liberal,  or  useful  arts  ?  Does  be  mean  to 
reward  the  hardy  veteran,  who  has  defesJ- 
ed  his  quarrel  in  many  a  rough  campaign, 
whose  salary  does  not  equal  those  or  emu 
of  your  insolent  upper  servants  ?  Or  doe 
he  mean  by  drawmg  the  purse-strings  oi' 
his  subjects,  to  spread  corruption  throti^ 
the  people,  to  procure  a  parliament,  like 
an  infamous  packed  jury,  ready  to  aquit 
his  ministers  at  all  adventures  ?  I  do  doI 
say,  my  lords,  that  corruption  lies  here, 
or  that  corruption  lies  there,  butifaor 
gentleman  in  England  was  to  ask  me,  wh^ 
tber  I  thought  both  Houses  of  Parliameii 
'  were  bribed,  I  should  laugh  in  his  facej 
and  say,  <*  Sir,  it  is  not  ao.''  Therefoit, 
my  lords,  from  all  that  baa  been  said,  I 


add  dignity  to  disgrace ;  but  will  oa^j 
serve  to  convince  the  people,  that  we  vt| 
governed  by  a  set  of  abjecta,  who  po»<i 
the  peculiar  talept  of  making  even  calw 
ty  ridiculous.  ' 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  a  MUm\ 
repeal  the  American  Tea^Dfdy  Bu^i 
March  5.  The  House,  according 
order,  proceeded  to  take  into  consideratii 
the  Petition  of  the  merchants  and  trad< 
of  the  city  of  London  trading  to  Nt 
America. 

The  Petition  being  read,  lord  Soi 
moved.  That  an  Act  made  in  the  7tb 
his  M^sty's  reign,  intituled,  "An 
for  grantic^  certain  duties  ia  the  Briti 
colonics  and  pbmtatioqs  in  Ameiic*: 
allowing  a  drawback  of  the  duties  of  < 
toms,   upon    the   exportation  from  tdi 
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kingdom,  of  oofibe  and  cqcoa  nuts  of  the 
produce  of  the  said  coloaies  and  plan- 
tations; for  discontinuing  the  araw- 
backs  payable  on  china  earthenware 
eiportea  to  America,  and  for  the 
more  effectually  preventing  the  clandes- 
tbe  running  of  goods  in  tne  said  colonies 
lad  plantations,  might  be  read.  The 
Hime  was  read  accordingly. 

Lord  North  : 

Sir ;  among  the  number  of  taxes 
rhich  have  given  umbrage  to  the  North 
/LnericanS)  the  Act  which  lays  a  duty  on 
paper,  painters'  colours,  glass  and  tea,  has 
pren  birth  to  such  dangerous  combina- 
Sons  beyohd  the  Atlantic,  and  created  so 
bach  dissatisfaction  among  the  merchants 
trading  from  the  mother  country  to  the 
continental  colonies,  that  I  conceive  it 
reij  proper  for  this  House  to  give  the 
natter  a  serious  consideration;  especially, 
Kr,  as  so  many  articles,  the  manufactures 
if  Great  Britain,  are,  by  the  Act  in  ques- 
Son,  subject  to  taxation,  that  it  must  asto- 
nish every  reason«d)le  man  to  think  how  so 
preposterous  a  law  could  originally  obtain 
niatence  from  a  British  legislature.  I 
bow,  Sir,  at  the  present  period,  how  ez- 
tremdy  unacceptable  to  many  gentlemen 
lay  intended  favour  to  America  will  be ; 
^t  such  gentlemen,  in  the  vehemence  of 
Iheir  resentment  against  their  fellow  sub- 
1^  beyond  the  Atlantic,  must  not  forget 
Sie  prosperity  of  this  kingdom,  and  i{  any 
Ibx  disagreeable  to  the  Americans,  should 
ka  found  really  injurious  to  ourselves,  I 
^W  they  will  not  imitate  the  man  in  the 
Buley  and  consent  to  lose  a  single  eve 
Btfdy  that  •  their  neighbours  may  be 
vhoUy  deprived  of  sight. 
^With  regard  to  the  Act  I  have  men« 
tioned.  Sir,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  duty 
>poo  tea,  1  do  not  see  that  the  Americans 
wve  any  miehty  reason  to  find  fiiult;  be- 
Biuse  when  £at  was  laid  another  was  taken 
if  which  obliged  them  to  pay  near  a 
baling  in  the  pound  upon  an  average, 
ihereas  the  present  only  imposes  three 
^ce;  therefore  as  America' m  this  arti- 
de  feels  an  ease  of  nine^pence  per  pound, 
ike  cannot  properly  accuse  ua  of  oppres- 
Mn;  more  especially  as  every  session  has 
^B  productive  of  material  advantages  to 
ur  IB  bounties,  free  ports,  or  other  cohsi- 
knible  indulgences. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  last  session,! 
Mcorred  in  opinion  with  the  rest  of  his 
wjestj's  ministers  relative  to  the  ezpe- 
■»7  ^  writing  drcular  letters  to  the 


American  governors,  promising  to  repeal 
upon  commercial  principles  such  parts  of 
the  act  as  were  disagreeable  to  the  people ; 
and  in  this  -  measure  I  concurred  from  a 
hope  that  kindness  would  recall  tlie  colo- 
nies to  their  former  obedience,  and  prove 
a  happy  means  of  removing  contention 
without  lessening  the  proper  dignity  of 
government.    Indeed,  I  heartily  wished 
to  repeal  the  whole  of  the  law,  from  this 
conciliating  principle,  if  there  had  been  a 
possibility  or  repealing  it  without  giving 
up  that  just  right  which  I  shall  ever  wish 
the  mother  country  to  possess,  the  right  of 
taxing;  the  Americans.    But  I  am  sony, 
heartily  sorry  to  say,  that  the  colonies,  so 
far  from  deserving  additional  instances  of 
tenderness,  did  not  deserve  the  instance 
then  shewn,  for  their  resolutions  became 
more  violent  than  ever ;  their  associations 
instead  of  supplicating  proceeded  to  dic- 
tate, and  grew  at  last  to  such  a  meridian  of 
temerity,  that  administration  could  not, 
for  its  own  credit,  go  as  far  as  it  might 
incline  to  gratify  their  expectations ;  and 
I  am  now  perfectly  satisfied  that  was  the 
tax  now  under  consideration  to  be  this 
moment  wholly  abolished,  it  would  neither 
excite  their  gratitude,  nor   re-establish 
their  tranquillity :  they  would  set  the  abo* 
lition  down,  not  to  the  goodness,  but  to 
the  fears  of  the  mother  country,  and  upon 
a  supposition  that  we  were  to  be  terrified 
into  any  concession,  they  would   make' 
fresh  demands,  and  rise  in  their  turbulence 
instead  of  returning  to  their  (}uty.    Fatal 
experience.  Sir,  has  sufficienUy  proved  the 
truth  of  this  conjecture.    We  repealed 
the  Stamp-act  to  comply  with  their  desiresit 
and  what  has  been  the  consequence ;  has 
the  repeal  taught  them  obedience,  has  our 
lenity  inspired  {hem  with  moderation? 
No,  Sir,  tnat  very  lenity  has  encouragedi 
them  to  insult  our  authority,  to  dispute 
our  rights,  and  to  aim  at  independent  go- 
vernment.   What  is  therefore  to  be  done  i 
jShall  we,  while  they  now  deny  our  legal 
power  to  tax  thtoi,  acquiesce  in  the  argu« 
ment  of  illegality,  and  give  up  that  power  t 
Shall  we  betray  ourselves  out  of  compli- 
ment to  them,  and  throuflh  a  wishof  renaer- 
ing  more  than  justice  to  America,,  resign  the 
controulinff  supremacy  of  England  ?  God 
forbid !   The  properest  time  to  exert  our 
right  of  taxation,  is,  when  the  right  is  re- 
fitted.   The  properest  time  for  making 
resistance  is  when  we  are  attacked.    To 
temporize  is  to  jrield,  and  the  authority  of 
the  mother  country  now  unsupported,  iff 
in  reality  I  relinquisned  for  ever* 
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I  am  very  well  aware,  Sir,  of  the  great 
stress  which  gentlemen  both  within  and 
without  doors,  lay  upon  the  advantages 
of  our  traffic  with  America,  and  the  very 
terrifying  (colours  in  which  the  least  inter- 
ruption of  their  custotnary  intercourse  is 
held  up  to  the  kingdom.  But,  Sir,  1  have 
the  best  reasons  for  thinking  dbat  the 
American  associations  not  to  buy  British 
goods  must  be  speedily  self  destroyed; 
because  the  Americans,  to  distress  us, 
will  not  injure  themselves ;  because  they 
are  already  weary  of  giving  an  advanced 
price  for  commodities  they  are  obliged  to 
purchase ;  and  because,  after  all  the  hard* 
ships  which  they  say  their  commerce 
groans  under,  it  is  still  obviously  their  in- 
terest not  to  commence  manufacturers. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  our  exports  to  Ame* 
rica  have  of  late  faillen  very  much ;  in  the 
year  1768  they  amounted  to  2,378,000/. 
In  1769  they  only  amounted  to  1, 634^,000/. 
Yet,  Sir,  this  disproportion  is  not  to  alarm 
us,  for  in  1768,  expecting  the  non-impor- 
tation which  ensued,  they  purchased  a 
double  quantity  of  goods,  and  we  may 
easily  see  how  disagreeable  this  non-impor- 
tation scheme  is  to  the  generality  of  the 
people,  from  the  constant  necessity  its 
abettors  are  under  of  enforcing  it  by  fraud, 
nay  of  often  supporting  it  by  blood.  For 
these  reasons,  Sir,  I  am  for  retaining;  our 
right  of  taxine  America,  but  of  giving  it 
every  relief  that  may  be  consistent  with 
the  welfare  of  the  mother  country ;  and 
for  these  reasons  I  move,  "  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  so  much 
of  the  said  Act  as  la3rs  duties  upon  glass, 
red  lead,    white  lead,  painters'  colours, 

gaper,  pasteboards,  miU  boards,  and  scale 
oards,  of  the  produce  or  manufacture  of 
Great  Britain,  imported  into  any  of  his 
majesty's  colonies  m  America.'' 

Governor  Pownall : 

I  did,  Sir,  last  session,  endeavour 
to  move  this  House,  to  come  to  resolutions, 
as  a  ground  for  the  takine  off  the  duties 
payable  in  America,  by  virtue  of  that  act 
of  parliament,  which  is  the  subject  of  the 
present  consideration.  I  fiuled  in  that  at- 
tempt, through  various  reasons  arising 
from  different  quarters.  I  still  remained 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  such  repeal 
— ^and  did  then,  even  in  the  hour  of  de- 
feat, pledge  myself  to  renew  the  same  mo- 
tion again,  early  in  this  session.  I  did, 
accordingly,  early  in  this  session,  give  no- 
tice that  I  shouldi  make  such  motion.  His 
Majesty's  ministers,  thinking  themselves 


pledged,  by  the  earl  of  HiUsbcyroogVi 
tetter,  to  move  for  a  repeal,  so  far  as  (he 
promises  held  out  in  that  letter  went,  d^ 
sired  I  would  give  way  to  their  motion: 
I  did  so :  the  motion  now  made  from  that 

Suarter  extends  only  to  such  part  of  thoie 
uties  as  are  laid  on  British  maDufactara 
imported  into  America ;  but  leaves  the 
duties  upon  tea,  and  keeps  the  preamble 
of  this  Act,  as  a  yoke  upon  the  neck  of 
the  Americans.  Instead  therefore  of 
having  made  my  own  motion,  for  a  total 
repeal  of  e'Very  part  of  this  Act,  which  re- 
lates to  the  faying  duties  on  goods  and 
manufactures  imported  into  America— I 
must  now  take  the  ground  of  ameodiog 
the  motion  made  by  the  noble  lord,  and  of 
extending  the  repeal  to  the  whole  of  the 
duties,  and  to  every  part  of  the  Act  re- 
latins  thereto. 

I  feel.  Sir,  ina  very  sensible  manner,  the 
disadvantages  under  which  any  one  nsa 
in  this  House  to  speak  on  American  af- 
fairs, if  it  be  supposed  that  he  means  to 
speak  in  favour  of  the  Americans.  1  am 
aware  of,  and  wish  I  could  obviate  these 
prejudices,  which  prevent  every  argomest 
offered  in  restraint  to  the  exerUon  of  the 
power  of  this  House — I  know  that  what  I 
am  now  going  to  speak  may  be  miscoo- 
strued,  and  imputed  to  party  and  tofactioo, 
wishing'  to  profit  of  the  uneasiness  acd 
disquiets  which  are  raised  in  the  minds  of 
the  subjects  in  America;  so  as  to  take 
such  ^ound  for  the  purposes  of  oppoang 
and  distressing  administration,  as  mss: 
widen  the  breach  now  made  between  the 
two  countries. 

The  continuaiice  of  that  measurei  which 
opened  again  the  breach  after  it  had  been 
repaired  and  closed  up,  is  that  thing  alooe 
which  can  keep  it  open,  and  widen  ^ 
Nothing  but  a  continuance  of  the  Act  of 
the  seventh  of  Geo.  3,  can  effectuallr  do 
this.  Moving,  therefore,  as  I  do,  for  t 
repeal  of  that  Act,  I  point  out  that  line<i 
conduct,  that  spirit  of  government,  vhid 
would -quiet  matters ;  which  would  biro^ 
back  the  people  to  their  obedience:  vbich 
would  restore  peace^  and  re-establish  tba 
due  order  of  government. 

I  know  it  may  be  said,  that  I  wish  t^ 
charge  the  present  ministers  with  all  the 
bad  consequences  of  the  imposition  of  titf 
duties  complained  o£  On  the  contrvv. 
I  say  that  this  was  not  their  measure,  net 
are  they  chargeable  with  the  consequence* 
which  derive  from  it,  farther  than  ^ 
please  to  adopt  them  as  their  own.  ^ 
consequences  which  are  now  laking  &^ 
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would  hB?e  proved  a  mill-stone  abbiit  the 
Deck  of  those  who  originated  the  measure 
of  laying  these  duties^  had  they  remained 
to  as  to  have  had  the. struggle  of  carrying 
that  measure  into  execution ;  and  1  only 
blame  the  present  ministers  for  putting 
that  mill-stone  wantonly  about  their  own 
necks. 

I  am  conscious,  that  in  what  I  must  ne- 
cessarily say,  it  wiirbe  imputed  to  me, 
that  I  am  stirring  up  the  question  of  right, 
and  taking  part  with  the  faction  in  Ame- 
rica, against  the  sovereignty  of  this  coun* 
try :  on  the  contrary,  if  there  did  not  re* 
main  (after  this  Act  of  the  7th  of  Geo.  3, 
which  is  the  subject  of  your  present  con- 
sideration, shall  be  repealed)  one  act  de- 
daring  the  right  of  parliament,  and  ano- 
ther, viz.  4th  of  Geo.  3,  exerting  that 
right,  I  would  not  now  take  the  part  I 
mean  to  take  in  this  debate.  If  I  saw  that 
there  could  any  thing  possibly  arise  (these 
Acts  remaining^  whicn  could  agitate  that 
question,  I  would  withdraw  from  this  de- 
bate ;  because,  whatever  may  be  my  opi- 
nion of  that  right,  as  now  stated,  1  know 
it  never  will  be  decided  by  arguments, 
reasonings,  resolutions,  or  even  acts  of  par- 
liament. It  will  be  decided  by  power ; 
>nd  I  know  that  we  never  shall  have  any 

Cwer  which  we  shall  think  reasonable' to 
zard  by  exerting — ^while  the  colonies 
will  every  day  grow  more  and  more  into  a 
capacity  of  disarming,  if  not  of  resisting 
that  power :  it  is  wise,  therefore,  that  the 
question  should  remain,  as  it  will,  by  the 
Declaratory  Act,  and  the  fourth  of  Geo.  3. 
But  this  day's  debate  arises  from  a  neces- 
lity  of  acting ;  as  that  necessity  is  derived 
from  the  simple  fact  of  the  suspension  of 
your  commerce,  in  consequence  of  an  im- 
pradent  exertion  of  your  power. 

I  wiU  not,  therefore,  Bi^e  the  point  on 
fte  reasons  given  by  the  noble  lord,  so 
ftr  as  he  is  for  a  repeal ;  for  if  reason,  as  it 
derives  from  the  policy  of  d  nation  having 
colonies-— from  tne  spirit  of  commerce  in 
A  trading  nation,  respecting  its  best  cus- 
tomers—could ha^e  had  any  avail,  this 
Act  would  never  have  existed :  if  reason, 
OS  it^  derives  from  experience,  could  have 
^influence  on  those,  who,  from  their 
official  knowledge  and  practical  expe- 
rience, have  iiiSuence  in  this  House,  it 
would  have  been  repealed  long  ago. 

I  do  not  argue  this  point  of  the  repeal, 
w  asking  a  favour  for  the  Americans— they 
uo  not  now  ask  the  repeal  as  a  favour — 
^  do  not  ask  for  it  at  all— they  have 
Act  m  this  sessions  petitioned :  the  petition^ 


upon  which  vou  now  {deliberate,  is  the 
petition  of  tne  British  merchants-^thd 
Americans  have  not  directed  their  agents 
even  ta  move  in  it — they  have  not,  by  the 
most  distant  hint,  applied  to  any  one 
friend  to  interpose  in  the  matter.  There 
was  a  time  when  this  was  asked^  and 
would  have  been  received  as  a  favour-^ 
but  that  time  is  now  passed,  and  I  will  say 
no  more  of  it. 

I  do  not  move  this  matter,  as  seeking 
redresy  of  a  grievance  complained  of  by 
the  Americans — they  have  not  complained 
to  parliament,  nor  do  they  come  to 
parliament  for  redress.  They  think  that 
they  have,  in  return  to  all  their  appli- 
cations, experienced  a  temper  and  ai^ 
position  that  is  unfriendly;  and  that  those 
rights  and  privileges,  which  they  conceive 
are  their  birthright  as  British  subjects, 
equally  as  though  they  had  been  bom 
within  the  realm,  are  not  so  understood  by 
their  fellow-subjects  in  Great  Britain,  as 
that  the  enjoyment  and  exercise  of  them 
can  be  permitted  to  the  Americans,  to  the 
real  use,  and  in  the  full  extent  of  them. 
As  under  these  sentiments  and  apprehen- 
sions, they  are  afraid  to  ask  even  fiavour  $ 
so  will  they  never  bring,  or  ever  more 
wish  to  have  brought  before  this  House,  or 
before  parliament,  those  grievances  under 
which  they  conceive  themselves  to  labour. 
Although  they  feel  deeply,  yet  they  su^r 
and  endure  it  with  a  determined  and 
alarming  silence.  They  are  under  no 
apprehensions  for  their  liberty— they  re- 
member that  it  was  planted  under  the 
auspicious  genius  of  tnis  constitution ;  it 
hath  taken  root ;  and  they  have  seen  it 
grow  up,  under  the  divine  blessing,  to  a 
fair  and  blooming  tree;  and  should  any 
severe  strokes  of  fate  again  and  again 
prune  it  down  to  the  bare  stock,  it  would 
only  strike  the  deeper  and  the  stronger. 
It  would  not  perhaps  rise  in  so  straight  and 
(iair  a  form,  but  it  would  prove  the  mora 
hardy  and  more  durable.  They  trust 
therefore  to  Providence;  nor  will  they 
complain. 

I  do  not  ^ish  a  repeal  as  an  American 
measure.  The  people  who  have  a  lead  in 
that  country  wish  most  sincerely  that  this 
Act  may  not  be  repealed.  The  measure  has 
had  theeffect  of  leading  them  tolook  to  their 
own  internal  native  supplies — to  retrench 
in  those  which  come  rrom  without—and 
has  raised  a  spirit  for  labour  and  manufac- 
ture within,  which  will  increase- every  day. 
It  has  necessarily  placed  their  commerce 
on  oeconomy,  instead  of  luxury.    Those 
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wtko  bav^  a  laad  have  itaugbt  their  fellow^ 
aubiecto  to  coDsider  these  taxes  as  a  pso- 
lubuioiw-aDd  from  the  salutary  effects  of 
that  prohibitioDy  they  wish  the  prohibi- 
tion to  continue. 

If,  therefore,  I  was  sitting  here  as  an 
American  consulting  only  their  interest^- 
i  would  oppose  the  repeal — I  am  sure  I 
sever  woula  propose  it;  but  sitting  here 
as  a  British  member  in  a  British  parlia- 
Bienty  and  seeing  the  danger,  .the  ruinous 
effect  of  this  anti*commercial  law,  and 
lieeing  the  necessity  of  repealing  it,  I  rise 
to  argue  for  that  repeal  on  the  ground  of 
ihal  necessity,  as  it  arises  from  the  ob- 
struction and  suspension  of  your  trade. 
The  reasoning  and  the  arguments  for  the 
vepeal  of  this  Act,  stand  solely  on  that 
^t ;  its  attendant  mischieft ;  and  its  con- 
9ei]uences  to  the  commercial  interest  of 
Great  Britain. 

1.  Let  us  then  see  what  this  fact  is : 
refer  to  the  petition  of  the  British  tner- 
ehants  trading  to  North  America,  and  you 
will  find  that  they  in  a  solemn  act  to  which 
they  have  set  their  names,  tell  you,  that 
the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies  is  io  an  alarming  state  of  suspense, 
and  that  the  interruption  of  this  trade  is 
principally  owing  to  certain  duties  im- 
posed (by  an  Act  passed  in  the  7th  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty)  on 
leas,  glass,  paper  and  painters'  colours  im- 
ported into  toe  coloniea;  and  that  they 
refer  themselves  to  the  wisdom  of  this 
House  for  taking  such  measures  as  may 
recover  that  so  important  branch  of  com- 
merce. If,  therefore,  it  is  a  fact  that  there 
is  this  alarming  suspense  in  vour  trade  to 
North  America ;  if  it  is  a  met  that  this 
euspense  is  owing  to  the  duties  imposed 
by  this  Act,  now  under  consideration— 
what  other  remedy  can  your  wisdom  sug- 
gest, but  such  a  repeal  of  that  Act  as  shul 
remove  the  suspension,  and  again  open 
the  intercommunion  of  commerce  between 
us :  and  that  repeal  must  go  to  the  whole 
ef  the  duties  imposed  by  this  Act ;  for  any 
partial  repeal  would  be  only  a  mockery.. 

%  Let  us  then  consider  the  grounds  on 
which  this  first  fact  stands,  that  the  Bri- 
tldh  trade  to  North  America  is  in  an 
alarming  suspense.  Who  are  so  likely  to 
know  this  fact,  as  those  whose  actions, 
business,  and  interest  are  interwoven  with 
and.  concerned  in  it?  The  merchants 
tfading  to  North  America  are  alone  the 
persons  who  can  give  vou  the  proper  and 
adequate  evidence  of  this  fact.  And  such 
ia  Ae  chancier  and  spirit  of  oommereei 


that  it  depends  upon  the  credit  sad  acdi« 
bility  of  those  who  actuate  it.  The  word 
of  a  merchant  thus  pledged,  is  sacred,  ai 
his  interest,  and  all  he  is  worth,  is  dear  to 
him.  If,  Uierefore,  any  one  £d,  before 
this  petitioB  was  read,  doubt  as  to  the  (act 
of  the  suspension — ^when  he  lees  tk 
nanibs,  the  credit,  the  honour,  of  Bodii 
respectable  and  re^oosible  body  of  mer- 
chants pledged  for  this  fact,  brought  ia 
the  most  solemn  acts  to  your  bar— 4bere 
is  not  a  man  who  can  suffer  binueir  to 
hesitate  for  a  moment ;  but  if  there  be  aoj 
one  uninformed  bow  much  a  certain  de- 
gree of  truth  and  credit  is  necessary  and 
essential  to  the  spirit  of  commerce  in  mat* 
'  tens  of  fact  thus  pledged — and  stUl  thioh 
that  the  representations  of  mercbaals,  like 
the  compass,  must  have  some  allowance 
for  variation— let  such  an  one  view  villi 
me  this  fact  in  another  light. 

3.  As,  by  the  barometer,  fcan  say  vlth 
certainty  that  when  the  quicksilver  ra&i 
the  atmosphere  is  heavy ;  and  that  vben 
the  one  falls,  the  other  is  light;  so  by  the 
rise  and  fall  of  exchange,  will  the  mer- 
chant tell,  by  necessary  and  inseparable 
connection,  that  the  returns  and  remit* 
tances  of  commerce  are  ia  the  balance  io- 
creasing  or  decreasing  in  your  favour.  Vieff 
then  this  state  of  your  commercial  baro- 
meter !  I  have  here,  in  my  hand,  an  accoust 
of  the  rate  of  exchange  for  everj  mooui 
through  eight  years,  at  Philadelphia,  Ner* 
York,  and  Boston.  The  par  of  excliaoge 
has  beenfor  these  years,  upa&aaaverage,4t 
Philadelphia  167^  for  100^.  sterling;  tbit 
at  New- York  171$,  or  thereabout;  and 
that  of  Boston  133^.  To  give  the  fairest 
scope  in  this  argument,  I  compare  this  par 
with  the  present  exchange  at  these  sef  en! 
ports. — Although  if  I  was  to  take  the  usoal 
rate  of  exchange,  at  the  season  of  the 
year  when  the  remittances  are  made,  tk 
proportion  of  die  &11  wouU  be  mudi 
greater;  but  I  take  the  par;  that  ex* 
change  then  which  in  Philadelphia  iu^ 
been  at  par  167^,  these  manv  years,  is 
DOW  down  to  145; — ^that  of  New- York, 
which  hath  been  1714^  is  now  162;  ^ 
of  Boston,  from  lS3j»  is  now  125  and  1^ 
The  par  of  exchange  in  Vii^nis  is  125; 
but  tne  exchange,  which  hath  been  op  t0 
150,  ia  DOW  down  to  lia  This  now  » 
one  of  those  intuitive/fiu:ts  in  demoosus' 
tion,  which  reasoning  cannot  add  to  tbe 
conviction  of:  I  shul  therefore  ooiy  f I 
in  conclusion,,  that  in  the  same  proportioa 
as  this  exchange  is  ftUen, 'in  a  twofoU 
proportion  is  yow  tcade  diainiihed-be' 


61] 


fo  repeal  the  American  Teu'Vuty  BiU,  A.  D.  177<1 


tm 


lis  country  would  supply,  by 
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ause  the  remittances,  which  Bt  presetit 
ontinae  to  come  hither,  are  mostly  m 
ayment  of  old  debts,  and  not  for  new 
nportations.  As  therefbre  the  Americao 
merchant,  from  the  state  of  facts  existing 
1  his  own  concerns,  hath  told  you  that 
lere  is  an  alarming  Suspense  in  your 
-ade :  so  from  this  commercial  barometer, 
very  merchant  in  the  world  would  con- 
rm  the  same  fact. 

4.  But  there  remains  another  proof,  the 
pplication  of  which  may  strike  with  pecu- 
ar  conviction  on  the  minds  of  those  gen- 
emen  who  have  the  conduct  of  the  mo- 
eyed  matters  of  this  kingdom.  Although^ 
uring  the  war,  the  treasury  did  remit  to 
^merica  in  specie  such  sums  as  were  want- 
J,  over  and  above  what  the  balance  of 
ade  to  this  country  would  supply  on  bills 
rawn  by  the  contractors ;  yet  they  never 
id  remit  specie  in  such  proportion  of  quan- 
ty  as  they  are  now  obliged  to  send  over, 
)r  if  there  was  not  that  suspense  of  trade 
i  this  country  which  the  merchants  have 
ated  to  you,  they  would  not  at  this  time 
e  under  the  necessity  of  remitting  any ; 
ecause  the  balance  of  trade  in  favour  of 

the  bills  of 
could  want  at 
resent :  whereas  now,  on  the  contrary,  if 
ou  look  into  the  accounts  of  extraordi- 
Bries  not  provided  for  by  parliament, 
iDgupon  your  table,  you  will  see  an  ar- 
cle  or  76,000/.  advanced  to  the  contrac- 
>T9y  to  enable  them  to  purchase  Spanish 
ad  Portuguese  bullion. 
Whilst  the  trade  between  Great  Britain 
id  her  colonies  was  in  that  state  which 
was  during  the  war,  a  considerable  profit 
irhich  either  was,  or  ought  to  have  oeen, 
trriedto  the  account  of  government  J  was 
lined  by  the  sale  of  the  contractors  Dills ; 
bereas  now  the  money  is  remitted  to 
tat  country  in  specie,  at  a  rate  of  near  13 
|rcent.  difFerence»  to  the  disadvantage 
'  government;  and  this  can  arise,  and 
)es  arise,  from  no  other  thing  but  simply 
e  suspension  of  your  trade,  and  the  re- 
ittances  being  more  scarce  than  they 
^er  have  been  heretofore.  Look  back 
)on  either  of  these  three  grounds  of  rea- 
•ning,  and  you  will  see  this  fact,  that 
)ur  trade  is  in  an  alarming  suspense, 
tlly  established. 

I  do  not,  therefore,  draw  any  arguments 
om  the  Custom-house  accounts  of  ex- 
erts lying  upon  your  table,  as  T  know, 
id  it  is  confessed,  that  no  reliance  can 
i  had  upon  their  exactness  in  these 
iinU ;  nor  will  I  take  up  the  time  of  tlie 


House  in  raising  those  objections  which 
every  body  knows  Ke  against  them. 

We  are  told,  by  the  satne  authtnfty^ 
that  this  suspension  of  your  trade  is  ow^ 
to  the  duties  imposed  by  this  Act  Let  as 
therefore  examine  how  that  matter  arbes ; 
and  you  will  se6  that  it  arises  from  tiie  in* 
clination  and  thli\|)ower  which  the  Am^ri« 
cans,  disapprovM^  these  duties,  have  of 
givirt^'Uiis  susp^e  to  your  commercJ^ 
clogged  with  them.    They  reason  Chut  z 

Tne  rate  which  you  Britons,  as  mer* 
chants,  having  the  monopolyof  our  trade, 
are  enabled  to  put  upon  your  goods,  w6 
must  pay,  because  we  have  no  other  shop 
to  go  to.  On  these  terms  we  have  bben 
your  customers,  from  our  first  estabKsh* 
ment  to  this  day. — ^We  have  purehased 
from  yon  many  articles  of  supply,  neees^ 
sary  to  us,  but  which  we  have  not  been 
able  as  yet  to  supply  ourselves  with ; — 4lnd 
in  the  last  place,  from  an  affection  tfy,  and 
affectation  of,  ypur  modes  and  'ftsldona^ 
we  have  gone  into  a  trade  of  luxury :  ihut 
the  surplus  of  the  profit  of  our  lands,  ou^ 
labour,  and  our  trade,  hath,  to  the  last 
farthing,  centered  in  Great  Britain.  Yet, 
not  content  as  merchants  in  thus  setting 
the  highest  rate  upon  us  which  you  thinS 
we  are  able  and  willing  to  pay — ^you  hav^ 
of  late,  as  legislators,  superadded  a  farther 
rate,  by  a  tax :  this  we  cannot,  we  will 
not  pay.  I  repeat.  Sir,  the  reasoning ; 
we  will  not  pay :  there  are  certain  boundi 
which  power  itself  cannot  pass — we  se6 
those  bounds — ^we  will  not  purchase  those 
articles  of  supply  to  which  you  have 
superadded  the  rate  of  a  tax.  You  have 
treated  us  as  the  overseers  of  great  works 
and  manufactures  treat  the  poor  labourers 
which  are  put  under  their  direction.  Yoti 
set  the  pnce  of  our  labour ;  and  you  set 
also  the  price  of  those  supplies,  which  we 
must  purchase  by  the  fhiits  of  our  labour  $ 
whilst  you  are  enabled  to  confine  us  to  the 
'purchasing  them  from  you  alone — and 
would  you  superadd  a  tax  to  all  this  ?  If 
von  do-«we  can  refuse  that  tax,  by  with* 
holding  ourselves  from  purchasing  those 
articles  which  you  have  thus  taxed.  From 
various  harsh*  measures,  one  part  of  our 
people  have  been  soured — another  irri** 
tated.  From  various  inefficient  exertions 
of  your  power,  we  have  been  taught  to  see 
your  weakness,  and  to  feel  our  own  strength^ 
— and  by  nothing  more  than  by  this  vain 
attempt  of  taxing  your  own  articles  oP 
trade.  The  temper  of  our  people  h  this 
wrought  up  to,  and  prepared  for,  thu 
species  of  opposition  arising  from  self- 
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filial  ^— and  in  this  temper  we  aMociated 
in  resolutions,  and  united  in  conduct,  not 
to  trade  with  you  farther  than  we  like,  and 
find  necessary.  By  recurring  to  ourselves, 
we  find  that  we  can  furnish  from  within 
ourselves  manv  articles  of  supply,  which 
we  used  to  take  entirely  from  you.  We 
not  only  find  it  right,  J^jDt  we  feel  fVom 
pique  the  disposition  to«. ^trench  in  many 
of  these  articles  of  supply,  whicl^,  Jf  we 
use,  we  must  take  from  you—and  at  the 
moment  in  which  we  are  determined  to  cut 
off  our  commerce  of  luxury,  we  have 
raised  up  a  spirit  of  labour  and  industry 
which  will  ever  multiply  our  supplies;  and 
is  gone  far,  and  is  everyday  going  further 
into  manufactures,  put  rarther — such 
are  the  improper  regulations  and  restraints 
which,  by  your  laws,  you  have  laid  upon 
our  trade,  that  the  state  of  our  trade,  as 
now.  circumstanced,  conspires  to  this  sus- 
pension. It  ought  to  be  your  policy  to 
create  in  our  commerce  such  articles  of 
remittance  as  we  may  be  able  to  make  re- 
turns by,  for  what  we  purchase  of  you. 
The  more  we  have  of  these,  the  more  we 
shall  be  able  and  disposed  to.  trade  with 
you :  but  by  your  pohcy  of  confining  our 
circuitous  commerce,  we  want  those  ar- 
ticles of  remittance  which  we  otherwise 
might  have.  It  ought  to  be  your  policjf  to 
giv^  us  a  paper-currency,  guardea  against 
every  possibility  of  a  fraudulent  deprecia- 
tion ;  for  if  you  did,  every  ounce  of  silver 
which  we  possess  would  go  to  Great  Bri- 
tain in  trade.  But  you  have  mistaken  also 
Uiis  line  of  policy,  and  have  rendered  it 
impracticable  for  us  to  have  any  paper- 
currency  at  all:  so  that  neither  naving 
ar^ticles  of  remittance,  nor  money  sufficient 
to  keep  up  the  circulation  of  this  trade 
abroad,  without  distressing  ourselves  at 
home,  the  state  of  our  trade  coincides  with 
our  inclinations  to  put  a  suspense  upon 
^t.  commerce  which  we  held  with  you. 

I  must  here,  therefore,  draw  that  con-^ , 
dusion,  which  necessity,  rather  than  rea- 
soning, leads  to  the  establishment  of. 
There  is  an  alarming  suspense  of  your 
trade.  I  have  shewn  you  that  that  exists 
.^I  have  shewn  you  how.it  arises,  and 
whence  it  arises— I  have  shewn  you,  that 
it  is  owing  to  the  duties  imposed  by  this 
act  of  parliament  now  under  your  consi- 
deration :  if  therefore  you  would  take  off 
^his  suspension— if  you  would  open  again 
the  inter-communion  of  commerce  between 
you  and  your  colonies, — ^there  remains  no 
alternative;  no  half  measure:  nothing 
but  a  total  repeal  of  all  those  duties  wiU 


produce  that  effect  which  is  now  become 
necessary  for  you. 

But  it  has  been  said,  that  the  asocia- 
tions  under  which  this  trade  is  suspended 
are  unwarrantable  and  illegal.  Associa- 
tions, to  illegal  purposes,  are  UQwacrantable 
and  illegal.  But  so  long  as  one  Bri- 
tish subject  hath  a  right  to  purchase  or  to 
refrain,  from  purchasing,  of  another  his 
fellow-subject,  any  article,  the  terms  of  the 
sale  of  which  he  does  not  approve,  so  icng 
will  the  Americans,  agreeing  with  one  soo- 
ther in  associations  of  oecoDomy  agaiost 
the  unbounded  rates  now  fixed  upon  them, 
be  not  only  warrantable  towaros  others, 
butjustifiable  towards  themselves, 

liiis  measure  is,  in  its  consequences,  a 
species  of  resistance  to  your  taxes,  which 
trie  law  of  God  and  nature  hath  armed 
them  with ;  and  which  the  law  of  maa 
cannot  take  out  df  their  hands.  There  is 
nothing  in  this  resistance  which  is  either 
illegal  or  unwarrantable.  What  irregolsr 
proceedings  may  have  been  gone  into  bf 
some  imprudent  people,  in  carrying  these 
designs  into  execution,  I  neither  know,  sor 
will  take  upon  me  to  justify.  But  I  viil 
maintain,  tnat  associations  of  oecconomVi 
and  self-restraint  in  withholding  from  pur- 
chasing, are  justifiable,  and  may  bepniaent. 

Although  gentlemen  do  at  one  time  re- 
present these  associations  as  unwarrantable, 
and  what  ought  to  be  rendered  penal,  if 
they  are  not  so  already — ^yet  the  same 
eentlemen,  at  another  time,  think  thes 
fruitless  attempts,  which  will  dissolre  isi 
moulder  away  of  themselves. 

There  are  amongst  all  people,  indecisive 
and  false  men — and  from  the  certain  mix- 
ture of  such  men,  no  associations,  where 
particular  breaches  of  such  are  in  the 
power  of  particular  individuals,  will  be 
universally,  uniformly,  and  strictly  ^ 
hered  to :  but  such,  on  this  occasion,  wCt 
be  found  the  union  and  perseverance  of 
the  people  in  general  of  America,  that  an- 
less  Great  Bntain  can  sit  down  contest 
with  the  sale  of  some  few  articles,  which 
her  merchants  may  be  able  to  sinuggie 
into  America,  contrary  to  the  faith  of 
those  engagements,  she  is  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  repealing  this  Act  of  the  7th  (^ 
Geor^  3.  I  therefore  repeat,  that  if  a  re- 
peal 18  become  necessair,  to  the  openiog 
again  the  inter-conomumon  of  conamerce 
between  us  and  our  colonies,  it  most  be 
such  as  will  open  it— a  total  rqpeal  of  aii 
the  duties  in  this  act. 

If  any  gentleman  reasons,  that  he  a  of 
opinion  for  repealing  the  duties  on  papfff 
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ptfttnounl;  and  supiwiei  abated,  and  so- 
peneded.  ^ 

It  bath  aiao  been  arsuad  in  the  reason- 
ing of  the  nobk  lord,  that  if  taking  up  the 
coQsideralion  of  the  anti«coimaercial  state 
of  this  Act,  we  do  not  form  the  distinction 
betireen  duties  laid  upon  British  nanufac* 
tures,  and  duties  laia  on  other  goods  and 
Articles  of  trade  indifferently ;  and  if  we 
do  not  draw  this  line  of  distinction  through 
this  Act,  there  can  be  no  bounds  to  the  oe- 
msDds  of  the  Americans,  no  bounds  to  our 
concessions:  our  regret  must  be  indefi- 
nite. I  am  unwiUins  to  repeat  what  I 
\mt  said  before,  but  f  must  so  far  beg  the 
patience  of  the  House,  as  to  mark,  that 
this  Act,  purporting  to  impose  duties  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  for  the 
support  of  the  civil  government  of  the  se- 
veral provinces,  independent  of  the  assem- 
blies of  those  provinces,  marks  a  most  es- 
sential distinction  in  the  peculiar  griev- 
Sflce,  by  which  (in  the  opinion  of  the 
Americans)  it  endangers  their  rights  and 
political  liberty.  They  know  that  we  here 
in  Britain  think,  that  parliament  keeping 
in  its  own  hands  the  support  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  disposal  of  the  supplies  ne- 
cessary to  the  execution  and  aaministra- 
tion  of  it,  retains  the  best  pledge  and  se- 
curity for  the  freedom  of  tne  people  and 
the  liberty  of  the  state.  They  know  how 
jealous  and  tenacious  we  are  of  this  rigbl, 
this  power ;  and  they,  as  British  subjects, 
entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  franchises  of 
Ae  British  cc^nstitution,  reason,  that  this 
power,  this  riffht  of  keeping  the  like  check 
over  the  civil  governors  and  civil  magis- 
Btrate  in  their  own  limilar  constitution,  is 
equally  an  essential  of  Uieir  security, 
equally  their  rishL  They  know  that  they 
bare  enjoyed  tnis  right,  and  have  exer- 
cised this  power,,  from  their  first  establish- 
inent,  to  the  day  of  the  date  of  this  Act. 
And  considering  this  Act  as  moving  old 
l>oundaries,  they  see  no  other  boundaries 
for  the  security  of  their  liberties.  In  thus 
femoving  these  old  boundaries,  in  takine 
tway  the  security  to  which  thev  trustea» 
this  Aet  dilfen  from  all  others  which  have 
ever  passed  in  parliament.  They  consider 
U  in  Its  tendency,  as  a  suspension  of  the 
principal,  and  of  one  of  the  most  essential 
^  of  an  assembly.  Here,  then,  is  the 
distinction :  and  therefore  until  the  whole 
of  this  Act,  so  fiir  as  it  operates  to  this 
gricTous  and  alarming  effect, .  is  repealed, 
u|ey  never  will,  they  never  can  be  easy. 
Upon  this  jRiDciple  then,  I  say,  that  the 
<otal  repeal  of  thia  Act  does  not  lead,  by 
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any  consequences,  or  corollary^  to  the  re* 
peal  of  any  other* 

But  havinff  so  strongly  urged  what  a 
partial  repealwill  not  do,  it  behoves  me, 
in  the  end,  to  show  what  a  total  repeal 
will  do,  what  effect  it  will  have.  Who- 
ever views  with  discernment  Uie  relation 
and  connection  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies,  will  see,  that  the  roerdianta 
in  America,  and  in  England,  are  the  linka 
of  the  chain  that  bind  both  countries  to» 
gether ;  they  are  deeply  concerned  in  pre- 
serving the  union  and  connection.  Such 
a  one  will  see,  that  whatever  opinion  we 
may  sujperficiaily  entertain  of  the  operation 
and  efiect  of  our  sovereign  government, 
commerce,  and  inter-communion  of  our 
mutual  wants  and  supplies,  is  the  real 
power  and  spirit  of  attraction,  which  keeps 
us  united.  The  operation  of  this  has  been, 
and  is  at  present  suspended.  The  repeal 
of  tlie  whole  of  this  Act,  which  relates  to 
the  lading  duties  for  the  purpose  therein 
specified,  will  alone  take  ofl^iis  suspen- 
sion,  and  cement  agjain  our  union,  by  the 
best  and  surest  prmciple.  The  getting 
back  to  this  inter-communion  will  give  us 

grounds  of  agreement,  and  may,   upon 
lose  grounds,  lead  again  to  that  happy 
spirit  of  government,  under    which  tne 

Seople  knew  no  bounds  to  their  confi- 
ence,  no  scruples  in  their  obedience, 
and  under  which  ffovemment  led  the 
people  almost  by  encnantment.  Having 
thereforer  Sir,  these  opinions,  on  one 
hand,  of  the  inefficacy  of  a  partial  repeal, 
as  moved  by  the  noble  lord ;  and  having, 
on  the  other  hand,  so  thorough  a  persuasion 
of  the  good  effects  of  a  repeal,  which  ex- 
tends to  all  the  duties,  and  every  other 
matter  in  this  Act  respecting  them,  as  ne- 
cessarily extending  also  to  the  repeal  of 
the  preamble,  I  beg  leave  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  the  motion^  by  extending 
the  repeal  to  all  the  duties;  and  there- 
fore beg  leave  to  move,  tbat  after  the 
words  **'  Great  Britain,"  and  before  the 
word  <*  imported,"  be  inserted  the  words 
'*  and  Upon  teas." 

Mr.  George  GrenvilU  .• 

Sir ;  whenever  the  af&urs  of  Ame- 
rica are  agitated  in  this  House,  I  am,  in 
some  measure,  called  upon  to  ^eak,  be- 
cause the  principal  confusions  of  that 
country  are  supposed  to  originate  with 
me.  1  can,  however,  safely  aver,  that  if 
the  Stamp  Act  was  injudicious  in  the 
mode,  it  was  at  least  salutary  in  the  inten- 
tioo^vaod  meant  for  the  common  good 
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both  of  Uie  inollier  tetititfjr  And  Um  to^ 
lonies.  In  lajiog  this  tax^  8ir,  1  inilgiiied 
that  every  pert  6f  the  British  empire  was 
bdund  to  ftfmish  its  portion  fbr  the  ffeiie- 
ral  pn>sperity,  and  I  coald  not  see  any 
vfoflation  committed  upon  Aoaerican  free- 
dom, by  an  immediate  tax  upon  die  pro* 
petty  ofthe  colonists,  when  they  cheerfully 
^binitted  to  our  laws  which  rq^ated  die 
^quisition  of  that  property*  Besides 
tfdhf  to  use  the  chief  argument  of  the 
AmeHcans,  add  to  admit  that  the  happi- 
i^ess  of  this  country  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  the  welrare  ofthe  colonies,  I 
Considered  diat  they  had  the  best  of  all  se- 
curities for  Our  never  exercbing  the  right 
of  taxation  improperly,  the  security  of 
Out  own  interest ;  tnis  was  to  be  relied  on, 
even  if  our  justice  was  to  be  questioned, 
and  thoueh  we  might  be  wanting  in  equity 
to  them.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  we 
Should  be  deficient  in  consideration  for 
bur^elves. 

The  administration  succeeding  that  in 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  be  employed, 
proceeded  also  upon  a  system,  though  to- 
tally the  opposite  of  mine,  and  thought 
that  by  complying  with  the  wishes  of  the 
Americans  they  would  advance  both  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  two  countries : 
they  thereiore  restored  matters  to  the 
state  in  which  they  stood  before  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Stamp  Act,  but  at  the  same 
time  preserved  the  dignit^  of  this  House^ 
by  a  law  positively  declaring  our  right  to 
tax  America.  Since  that  administration 
government  has  acted  wholly  without  plan. 
Without  system  with  regard  to  the  colo- 
htes :  one  set  of  ministers  has  instituted  a 
ta)c  diametrically  repugnant  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  commerce,  and  yet  of  ti6  conse- 
quence to  the  kingdom,  for  it  does  not 
bring  in  11^,000/.  a  year :  this  has  thrown 
America  into  a  greater  ferment  than  ever, 
and  as  the  ministers  now  are  proceeding 
Without  system,  I  cannot  on  the  one 
)iand  suppose  that  a  partial  repeal  of  the 
)>resent  tax  will  reduce  the  colonies  to 
temper,  nor  on  the  other  by  forcing  go- 
vernment into  ^  total  repeal,  can  I  sup- 
5ose  we  have  sufficiently  provided  for  the 
ignity  of  the  nation.  1  shall  not  there- 
fore give  my  voice  upcto  the  fteisetA 
qUiesdon. 

General  Contw^  ; 

Sir;  I  shall  trouble  you  with  very 
fbW  words  upon  this  deBate,  for  I  think  *rt 
a  question  that  cannot  admit  of  mudi  «(- 
tercaUon  in  a  ^Uspassioiiate  asstably.    t 


hinre  iintajs  MMidftfid  it  the  bMMigte 
of  every  Englishman,  to  have  a  voice  k 
framing  srvsry  law  by  whiefc  h^  hiiMelf  ii 
to  be  taxed)  and  I  eaanot  tonsidsf  a  fc). 
low-aubjeet  to  America  kss  emiiled  lo  ^ 
inestimable  pdvUegt,  tten  a  felkw-sv^jici 
in  England.      In  reality,  6tr«  if  as  M 
found  the  Americans  slaves,  t eaioD  sid 
humanity  ealled  loudly  upon  ui  fer  their 
instant  etnancipadon*      Our  oooMitada! 
knows  nothing  of  oppression,  it  ibhon 
tyranny,  It  Is  foundled  upon  tite  aoUia 
principles  of  benevdende,  and  is  giIcb- 
tated  to  guard  the  univertal  indepeodeocy 
of  the  people.    Tbi s  being  the  ease,  I  con- 
sidered the  StAmp  Act»  I  consider  die  pre- 
sent tax,  as  an  illegal  bwden  placed  upn 
the  shoulders  of  the  Americans.   Tbey 
are  not  even  virtually  represented  amoog^ 
US)  and  when  we  suspected  their  ioyiltY 
without  cause,  they  doubted  of  oor  alleo- 
don,  of  our  equity,  with  reason*   I  lo 
therefore  for  the  entire  repeat    I  cansot 
think  it  derogates  fVom  our  hooovrteA) 
what  is  evidendv  right»  nor  caa  t  thiok 
the  Americans  nave  foifeited  thetr  daia 
to  justice,  because  they  have  niintcdlr 
exerted  themselves  to  obtain  it  nam  tk 
mother  country. 

Sir  Waiiam  MeredUk  : 

Sir;  itamaees  me  not  a  little  to 
find  administration  so  perversdy,  n  in- 
flexibly persisting  in  error  on  every  occi- 
sion ;  it  is  surprising,  to  use  an  elLpresaoo 
of  Dryden^s — '*  That  they  never  deriae 
into  sense,**  nor  stumble  upon  propriety 
by  downright  accklent.  Tlie  0Blyrea9e^ 
SSr,  why  they  refuse  the  total  repeal  of  tke 
present  tax  is,  to  preserve  the  preimUe, 
because  it  maintains  the  right  of  taxing 
the  Americans.  But  surely  as  there  bi 
positive  law  dedatatory  of  the  right,  od 
there  is  even  another  tax  atthismmnenlii 
force,  exercisfogtheriffht,  there  can  be  no 
just  reason  for  not  ia^mging  the  Afaericsoi 
with  the'  motion  as  amended  be4bre  tbe 
chair.  I  am  die  more  enmest  far  on  o- 
dre  repeal,  Sit,  becauae  d  paitial  one,  in- 
stead of  producing  any  benefit  to  tlie 
mother  country, -wiu  be  a  real  grievance;  t 
certain  expenee  to  ourseNes,  as  well  as  • 
soutt;e  of  perpetual  tiiscontent  to  the  co- 
lonies ;  fbr  by  removing  the  dudes  upon 
painters'  colours,  paper  and  i^bss,  while  ve 
contihue  the  trifling  Mi  upoa  leas,  ve 
keep  up  the  <whole  establishflrent  <i^  ^ 
custom-houses  in  America  With  their  1ob|^ 
their  hydra-headed  traftft  of  dependeoOr 
and  yet  Gtft  offlba  vaydaautiek  Oroogh 
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MA  tketr  vorieioos  appetite*  are  to  be 
fkiKed*  In  lact,  the  tea  daty  will  by  no 
iMaM^DSwer  the  charge  of  coUecting  it, 
ind  the  deficiencies  must  ttaturally  be 
nade  ttp  from  the  coffers  of  this  kingdom ; 
10  that  this  wise  measure  of  a  partial  re* 
peal  is  to  plunder  ourseiFeSy  while  it  is  to 
ippress  oar  fellow-subjects,  and  ail  for*  the 
nere  purpose  of  preserTing  a  preamble 
fhich  is  utterly  unnecessary.  For  ^lame, 
tir,  let  us  dbmiss  this  pitiful  preamble 
tli^  and  let  us  make  the  repeal  totals  un- 
lets our  ministers  would  convince  us  that 
s  provision  for  their  custom-house  instru- 
ments beyond  the  Atlantic,  is  the  only  mo- 
live  for  this  shameless  profusion  of  the 
yoblic  treasure. 

Cdonel  ^tfrre.- 
Sirf  I  am  for  the  whole  repeal  of 
ike  law  which  now  engages  the  attention 
ef  the  House,  and  this  for  a  reason  which 
kis  not  yet  been  mentioned,  as  well  as  for 
keveral  which  have  been  forcibly  urged  in 
tkvoar  of  the  Americans.    Sir,  this  House 
l^ighted  its  faith  to  the  East  India  Com- 
Ptny,  to  remove  the  duty  of  25  per  cent, 
vom  teas,  in  order  that    the   Company 
nxight  be  enabled  to  sell  their  teas  upon 
terms  equally  low  with  the  Dutch,  whose 
moderation  in  price  constantly  obtained  a 
preference  at  every  market.     We  indeed 
took  off  the  25  per  cent,  accordingly,  but 
what  we  did  with  one  hand,  we  undid  with 
the  other ;     we  laid  a  fresh  duty  on  the 
tomroodity,  and  laid  this  duty  moreover  in 
such  a  manner  that  it  must  act  as  an  abso- 
lute prohibition  to  the  sale  of  their  teas 
tkrough  the  extensive  continent  of  £ng- 
bk  America,  where  they  were  in  general 
titiinatioD.     To  prove  this  assertion.  Sir, 
*«ftr  roe  to  mform  the  Honse  that  in  the 
7^   1768    the    teas    sent  to    America 
fnounted  to  no  less  than  132,000/.  whereas 
'ft  1769  they  amounted  to  no  more  than 
^,000/.  and  probably  this  year  they  wiH 
M,  exceed  a  auarter  of  that  sum,  as  the 
Poceedings  of  this  country  are  hourly  be- 
coming more  and  more  repugnant  to  the 
^^^  of  the  cokmies,  and  as  agreements 
i><^  been  lat^  entered  into  for  the  eib- 
Jjhte  dbuse  of  the  article :    in  justice, 
raerefore,  to  the  East  India  Company, 
^no  have  so  considerable  a  stake  in  the 
2«^onal  welfare,  and  pay  so  liberally  to 
^ Jj^port  of  gjoveromeut,,  we  ought  to 
T'^wge  our  promise  with  the  most  punc- 
<w  Ueltly :  the  cyseontinaasiee  of  the  25 
^  <'Mt.  en  their  teas  is  not  a  diwharge 
«i  our  promise :  our  promise  Is  «ot  4^ 


charged  unless  we  enable  them  to  seU 
upon  terms  as  reasonable  as  the  Putcb^ 
and  unless  we  liberate  their  trade  in  this 
commodity  instead  of  loading  it  with  nevif 
embarrassments.  With  regard  to  the  pro- 
priety of  repealina  the  law  before  us  from 
principles  of  justice  to  the  colonies,  and 
utility  to  the  motlier  country,  I  shall  say 
nothmg,  as  this  has  been  fully  proved  by 
gentlemen  of  much  greater  abilities  in  the 
course  of  the  present  debate.  I  mil  only 
add,  that  as  a  speedy  rupture  between 
England  and  its  old  enemies  is  far  from 
improbable,  administration  would  act 
wisely  in  reconciling  our  domestic  divi* 
sions,  and  regaining  the  confidence  of 
America,  before  an  event  of  that  nature 
happens  to  render  their  situation  addition . 
naily  perplexing  :  national  concerns 
should  now  engross  their  attention  in  the 
room  of  private  resentments,  and  they 
should  senously  advert  to  the  interests  of 
a  great  empire,  instead  of  pursuing  the 
blessed  example  of  Domitian  and  hourly 
torturing  flies. 

Lord  fiarrington  and  M^.  Welbore  Ellis 
opposed  the  Amendment,  and  also  the 
onginal  motion  :  they  were  not  for  taking 
off  the  tax  at  all;  as  they  saw  no  proba^ 
bility  that  this  would  quiet  North  Ame- 
rica ;  they  therefore  were  £br  putting  this 
Act  in  execution  absolutely,  and  by  aU  the 
powers  of  this  nation  unitd. 

The  Amendment  beinj^  put,  the  House 
divided :  the  Yeas  went  torth. 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Nicholson  Calvert 
Mr  Coxe      -    -    .     - 
Lord  Frederick  Campbell 
Mr.  BurreH  -    -    -    - 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Debates  in  the  Commons  on  the  Reman* 
strance  of  the  City  of  London  to  the  King,^^ 
March  15.  Sir  Thomas  Clavering  rose 
and  said : 

Sir;  I  have  waited  all  this  morn- 
ing with  particular  anxiety,  in  hope  that 
something,  either  by  message  or  motion, 
would  have  been  submitted  to  our  consi- 
deration, relative  to  the  extraordinary  Re« 
monstrance  of  yesterday,  in  which  the 
fndependance  of  this  House  is  not  only 
arraigned,  but  its  authority  peremptorily 
denied^  and  the  sovereign  arrogantly  in- 
formed, that  we  are  not  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people.    As  nothing  however 
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has  been  offered  upon  tHis  imfiorUDt  sub^ 
ject,  and  as  the  time  for  malung  motions 
IS  nearly  expired^  I  think  it  my  duty,  as  a 
good  subject,  and  on  upright  member  of 
this  House,  to  move,  "  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that 
be  will  be  graciously  jjleased  to  give  direc« 
Uons,  that  there  be  laid  before  wis  House, 
acopv  of  a  paper,  intituled,  <  The  humble 

*  Aodress,  Remonstrancot  and  Petition,  of 

*  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  livery,  of 

*  the  city  of  London,  in  common  hell  aS" 

*  sembled,'  presented  to  his  Majesty,  on 
the  fourteenth  instant;  together  with  a 
copy  of  his  Majesty's  Answer  to  the 
Sime."  * 

The    Lord    Mayor    (Mr.    Alderman 
Beckford},  immediately  rose  and  said : 

Sir ;  I  should  be  greatly  wanting  to 
my  duty,  did  I  not,  on  this  occasion,  stand 
forth  and  avow  the  part  I  have  taken  in 
this  transaction.  I  was  at  the  meeting  of 
the  livery  at  Guildhall;  assented  to  the 
Remonstrance;  and  afterwards  attended 
the  delivery  of  it  at  St.  James's.  This 
conduct  was  dictated  to  me,  by  reflecting 
on  the  very  extraordinanr  state  of  the  na- 
tion at  this  juncture,  when  the  crown  is 
advised  to  taxe  no  notice  of  the  manv  pe- 
titions presented  by  numerous  and  re- 
spectable bodies  of  men  from  almost  every 
quarter  of  the  kingdom.  I  therefore,  was 
of  opinion,  that  a  measure,  striking  as  this 
Remonstrance  is,  might  awaken  an  atten- 
tion to  enquire  into,  and  to  remove,  the 

'  *  ^  The  members  in  opposition  were  en- 
eouraged  and  supported  io  their  exertions  by  a 
•corresponding  turbulence  which  was  generally 
preralent  in  the  city  of  London,  paniculariy 
among  the  lower  chss.  A  statement  of  their 
proceedings  becomes  necessary  for  the  perfect 
nnderstsnding  of  the  subsequent  transactions  in 
parliament.  A  memorial  signed  by  six  livery- 
men, was  hud  before  the  common- council, 
complaining  that  the  Petition  presented  to  the 
King  the  preceding  year,  had  not  lieen  an- 
swered, and  requesting  the  convention  of  a 
common- balli  for  the  purpose  of  taking  proper 
measures  for  the  re-establishment  end  security 
of  their  ancient  righta  and  franchiies.  This 
memorial  oocasionra  great  debatei  in  the  com- 
tnon-coancil :  it  was  supported  by  the  lord 
mayor  and  sherifis,  and  opposed  by  all  the  rest 
of  the  aldermen  ;  but  such  ivas  the  prevalence 
of  the  sentiments  by  which  it  was  dictated, 
among  the  kiwer  order  of  members,  that  the 
motion  for  calling  a  common- ball,  to  address  a 
Reaaoostrance  to  his  Miyesty,  was  carried  by 
%  considerable  majority.  The  common- hall 
waaattanda*byneariy3,000oftheUTery.  The 
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causes  of  public  diacontent.  AailniMi 
here,  Sir,  ready  to  abide,  in  coouBon  vkh 
the  gentlemen  near  kooe,  the  eoassquotti 
of  our  conduct. 

Alderman  Trecothick,  the  Sheri& 
Townshend  and  Sawbndge,  acknowledged 
and  gloried  in  their  share  of  the  trasatt* 
tion.  They  professed  themselves  sstiified 
no  less  with  regard  to  the  justice  than  the 
expediency  of  the  measure,  and  dedared 
they  were  so  &r  from  wishing  to  cooced 
tlieir  part  in  the  transaction,  that  tbey 
considered  it  the  moat  fortunate  trail  ia 
their  characters. 

Mr.  T&KTuhend  said,  he  should  rote 
against  the  question,  as  he  looked  on  the 
House  as  not  competent  in  the  preseot 
case ;  it  being  the  partv  accused  id  the 
Remonstrance,  would  have  the  resem* 
blance  of  a  culprit  sitting  in  judgmeot  od 
a  judge,  who  would  certainly  send  tbit 
judge  to  Tyburn. 

Lord  North  pressed  for  the  question. 
He  spoke  in  a  very  high  stile;  said,  tk 
House  of  Commons  was  not  comipieii 
that  it  was  now  essentially  necessary  tj 
vindicate  the  honour  of  the  Hou^ :  1^ 
was  surprized  to  see  those  gentlema 
who  avowed  tlie  Remonstrance,  atteodlog 
parliament,  as  they  disavowed  Its  being  a 
parliament.  There  were  many  reasons 
for  taking  it  into  consideration ;  the  King 
in  his  Answer  had  said  it  was  disrespectfii! 
to  himself;  this  alone  was  a  sufficient 
reason,  as  it  was  the  duty  of  parliament  to 

lord  mayor  spoke  in  the  popular  style,  of  (be 
▼iolated  freedom  of  election  ;  of  little,  ptlirr, 
rotten  boroughs ;  of  the  number  of  plKeam 
aiid  pensioners ;  and  of  the  more  eqatl  r«fr^ 
sentation  of  the  people.  A  prepared  ReiMi* 
strance  was  then  produced,  anak^oos  a  ^ 
coDlents,  to  the  lord  mayor's  speech,  ssd  prtfj 
fered  for  signatures.  This  pa|ier  wu  rcceim 
by  the  livery  with  transports  and  shouts  oTip- 
plause,  and  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  the  Kiig 
on  the  throne.  As  it  was  iotitled  an  Addr^ 
Remonstrance,  and  Petition,  some  difficulties 
arose  at  St.  James's  respecting  the  mode  ii 
which  it  slioutd  be  presented;  bot  tXktt^ 
the  King  granted  the  reijiiired  aodieooe.  1^ 
lord  mayor,  and  a  train  of  coauDOo>eooMil- 
men,  liverymen,  and  city  officeis,  usmv^ 
to  upward  of  300,  were  mtrodoocd :  tbecoa- 
mon  Serjeant  began  to  read  the  Address*  ^^ 
abashed  and  terrified  in  his  progress  by  i  ^^ 
consideration  of  the  insolence  of  its  conteR^* 
was  nnable  to  proceed ;  the  commos  cm 
laboured  under  no  such  difficoltiss,  he  iook»( 
paper  and  read  it  Io  an  end.  The  prMMdnP 
of  the  city  did  not  pass  withoitt  aBimsdr**** 
in  partiamcnt."    Adolpfaas. 
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)refent  any  ^srespect  being  shewn  to  the 
u'ng,  and  especially  it  beoinie  the  duty 
if  the  Hoosei  when  it  was  also  said  to  be 
ijunous  to  parliament,  and  irreconcilable 
3  the  constitution,  which  he  said  it  cer« 
linly  was,  as  it  prayed  the  King  to  take 
Mice  oi  a  transaction  of  the  House, 
hicfa  would  be  a  breach  of  privilege  in 
le  JLin^  to  have  done.  Spealcing  of  the 
d  mayor,  he  called  him,  *<  that  worthy 
«gistnite,  if  I  may  still  odl  him  worthy, 
ter  this  action  of  his." 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke : 

Sir ;  I  cannot  look  upon  the  pre- 
tnt  motion  without  the  deepest  concern. 
cannot  consider  the  present  situation  of 
y  country  without  the  most  sensible  re- 
:et :  torn,  distracted  as  we  already  are, 
ith  intestine  divisionsi  is  it  not  amazing 
■at  any  gentleman,  instead  of  wisely  try- 
g  to  held  our  wounds,  should  endeavour 
render  those  wounds  still  wider,  and  in- 
ead  of  applying  lenitives  to  mitigate  the 
ge  of  the  political  fever,  should  madly 
{minister  such  inflammatives,  as  threaten 
le  actual  existence  of  our  constitution  ? 
The  object  of  the  motion  before  you, 
ft  is  to  cast  a  stigma  upon  the  chief  city 
'  the  British  empire :  a  city  which,  on 
imberless  occasions,  has  proved  herself 
e  true  friend  to  freedom ;  the  undaunted 
pporter  of  justice,  and  the  invincible 
lampion  of  our  glorious  constitution.  A 
easure  of  this  nature  would  at  aiiy  time 
'.  extremely  injudicious ;  but  in  a  period 
ce  the  present,  it  is  big  with  a  thousand 
mgers.  The  metropolis,  Sii*,  is  com- 
«ed  of  the  wealthiest  citizens  in  the  Bri* 
ih  dominions ;  their  number  is  great, 
eir  influence  prodigious,  and  their  pro* 
edmgs  are,  in  general,  the  rules  of  action 
r  all  the  inferior  corporations  in  the 
tgdom.  To  brand  them,  therefore,  at 
y  time  with  a  mark  of  obloouy,  is  to 
sder  an  extensive  share  of  the  people 
satisfied,  either  with  the  equity  or  the 
)deration  of  government.  It  is  to  make 
It  very  part  of  the  community  to  which 
the  hour  of  public  exigence  we  fly  for 
listance ;  from  which  we  supplicate  our 
ins,  and  obtain  the  essential  sinews  of 
litical  strength,  our  declared,  nay,  what 
more,  our  confirmed  enemies;  and  out 
resentment  to  them,  to  do  a  manifest 
trage  upon  ourselves. 
This,  Sir,  would  at  any  time  be  the  con- 
}uence  of  offending  the  city  of  London : 
t,in  the  present  case,  the  evils  must  be 
uutely  more  complicated  and  alarming. 


To  censure  the  citizens  for  what  nine- 
tenths  of  the  whole  empire  consider  as  an 
act  of  the  most  exahed  virtue,  is  to  rouse 
the  indignation  of  every  honest  subject  ia 
the  extensive  circuit  of  our  dominions.  It 
is  to  aggravate  the  fury  of  a  discontent, 
already  too  pregnant  with  danaer,  and  to 
open  a  scene  of  horror,  tliat  will  not  close 
perhaps,  but  on  the  total  overthrow  of  tha 
constitution. 

Were  1,  Sir,  an  enem/to  administration, 
instead  of  being  simply  an  opposer  of  mea* 
sures,  and  could  I  be  l>ase  enough,  through 
pique  to  any  man  in  oflice,  to  overlook  the 
welfare  of  my  country,  instead  of  risinff  up 
to  oppose  the  present  motion,  I  ^ould  ba 
one  of  the  most  strenuous  to  support  it, 
because  I  am  positive  nothing  could  so 
certainly  accelerate  their  destruction* 
But,  Sir,  I  amJncapable  of  taking  a  mean 
revenge,  however  I  may  be  injured,  and  I 
never  will  smile  in  the  face  ox  a  foe  when 
I  mean  to  strike  at  his  heart.  For  thia 
reason,  as  well  as  for  the  infinitely  more 
important  reason  of  public  good,  I  stand 
up  to  oppose  tiie  question  be^re  the  chair ; 
to  bear  my  testimony  against  its  injustice, 
against  its  inexpediency ;  to  support  the 
unquestionable  birth-right  of  the  British 
subject,  and  to  defend  the  sanctity  of  our 
laws. 

It  is  an  observation  sufliciently  sup* 
ported  by  the  experience  of  all  states  and 
all  ages,  that  a  fluctuation  of  councils  in 
any  kingdom  is  a  manifest  proof  of  its  im- 
becility ;  admitting  the  position  tlierefore, 
and  applying  it  to  the  councils  of  Great 
Britain,  I  bdieve  the  records  both  of  an- 
cient and  modern  history,  will  find  it  ut- 
terly impossible  to  point  out  an  aera  of  such 
weakness,  as  the  last  nine  years  of  the 
English  annuls.  During  this  period.  Sir, 
the  direction  of  public  affairs  nas  been  in 
no  less  a  number  of  hands  than  Mr.  Pitt's, 
lord  Bute's,  Mr.  Grcnville's,  the  marquis 
of  Rockingham's,  the  duke  of  Grafton's  and 
lord  North's ;  so  that  if  we  were  to  divide 
the  nine  years  equally  between  them, 
there  would  be  just  a  year  and  a  half  for 
every  separate  administration.  In  the 
nature  of  thines.  Sir,  this  fluctuation  of 
ministers  could  not  be  productive  of  sa«» 
lutary  effects.  £ach  different  minister, 
without  impeaching  either  the  clearness  of 
his  head,  or  the  probitv  of  his  heart,  had 
his  own  peculiar  plan  of  action,  so  that  sys* 
tern  continually  contradicted  system ;  what 
was  done  by  the  premier  of  one  day 
was  counteracted  by  the  premier  of  the 
next,  and,  like  Penelope,  the  whole  wis* 
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dom  of  tbe  legishttiTe  power  was  employ- 
ed to  unravel  the  politioal  web»  which 
cost  «ach  prodigious  labour  in  the  form- 
ation. 

The  consequences  resulting  fromthis  he- 
tefogeneousmedley  of  opinions  weresuch  as 
a  sensible  man  might  naturally  expect ;  con- 
fusion became  evident  through  every  de- 
partment of  the  state;  re^on  was  sacrificed 
to  conjecture^and  the  reiterated  experience 
•f  years  were  neglected,  for  the  dreaming 
of  flimsy  speculation.  Thus  situated,  the 
question  at  last  was  not,  who  could  do  the 
public  business  best,  but  who  would  un- 
dertake to  do  it  at  all.  Men  of  talents 
and  integrity  would  not  accept  of  employ- 
ments where  they  were  neither  allowed  to 
exercise  their  judgment,  nor  display  the 
rectitude  of  their  hearts.  They  could 
neither  prostitute  their  parts,  nor  their 

Srinciples,  to  the  arbitrary  fiat  of  an  ^1- 
irecting  favourite,  and  therefore  such  only 
as  could  stoop  to  the  despicable  drudgery ; 
such  only,  as,  regardless  both  of  honour 
and  shame,  could  wade  through  the  more 
than  Au^an  stable  of  the  state,  and  rush 
through  infamy  into  office,  were  deemed 
fit  for  confidence,  or  could  be  prevailed 
upon .  to  take  up  places  of  trust.  The 
efiects  of  these  blessed  arrangements  were 
quickly  discovered;  the  blunders  com- 
mitted through  ignorance,  were  to  be  sup- 
ported by  violence,  and  the  nation  was  to 
reel  the  unrelenting  despotism  of  a  tyran- 
nical administration,  because  it  exclaimed 
against  the  incapacity  of  fools.  Hence 
having  expelled  a  member  of  this  House 
without  cause,  they  proceeded  to  strip  his 
constituents  of  their  privileges  witnout 
reason — and  so  that  a  paltry  resentment 
against  a.  single  individual  could  be  grati- 
fied, no  matter  what  ruin  they  dragged 
down  upon  the  community. 

Throu^  all  the  distresses,  however,  all 
the  miseries,  which  absurdity  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  little-minded  rage,  stung  by 
disappointment  into  madness,  brought 
upon  the  nation,  the  people  still  preserved 
their  temper  from  an  inviolable  affection 
for  their  sorereign  ;  and  did  not  think  of 
approaching  the  throne  with  their  griev- 
ances, till  the  malversation  of  ministers 
threatened  immediate  destruction  to  the 
state;  till  the  sacred  right  of  election, 
wrested  from  their  hands,  filled  the  free- 
holders of  Great  Britain  with  universal  ap- 
prehension for  their  liberties,  they  never 
disturbed  the  royal  repose  with  their  com- 
plaints. But  oppression  having  now  ex- 
ceeded all  boundflh^-the  axe  being  tct  length 
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kid  at  tha  very  root  of  the  snijject'fe  ink' 
pendence — the  people  of  Eo^aod  casbe 
silent  no  longer :  their  silence  at  tbii  time 
would  be  no  less  injurious  to  their  I0T^ 
reign,  than  dangerous  to  themselves:  tber 
have  therefore  in  a  constitutioDalyintlepi, 
in  a  becoming  manner;  in  a  maaner  e^oaDj 
honourable  to  their  independency  ai  Eng- 
lishmen, and  to  their  attachment  as  M 
subjects,  informed  the  throne  of  its  eu> 
mies,  and  of  their  own  sufferings;  tbej 
have  pointed  out  the  disease  and  the  re* 
medy :  the  source  of  our  calamities,  ^ 
the  means  of  redress.  And  shall  ve,  k% 
because  they  have  on  this  important  occs' 
sion  exercised  the  right  of  Petition  td 
Remonstrance,  which  is  secured  to  then 
by  the  laws,  and  parti^idarly  goaraotid 
by  the  glorious  Revolution ;  shall  we,  Issr, 
load  them  with  the  censure  of  this  Hoose? 
Forfokl  it  reason,  forbid  it  justice,  forbid k 
liberty  1  This  House  is  instituted  to  protect 
the  freedom  of  the  sulnect,  not  to  [Nini^ 
the  subject  for  demanding  to  be  free;  it 
is  instituted  to  scrutinize  into  the  actiofi 
of  ministers,  not  to  be  the  desperate  k* 
strument  of  ministerial  revenge. 

On  these  accounts.  Sir,  let  us  reject  t^e 
present  motion,  as  pregnant  no  less  «tttt 
evil  than  absurdity.  Let  us  not  coodeni^ 
that  public  virtue  in  the  citizens  of  lo> 
don  which  should  actually  excite  our  sJ* 
miration  :  nor  treat  that  candour  in  tb^ 
Renumstrance,  which  is  highly  meritoru'i^j 
as  if  it  was  the  effusion  or  disloyaltv:  lt» 
the  right  of  the  British  subject  to  petition, 
let  us  not  deprive  him  of  that  right;  iIm 
right  of  elation  has  been  already  viobt^ 
let  us  not  do  aggravated  injuries  totH 
constitution.  If  the  minister  however  bs 
no  regard  for  the  peace  of  the  natioD,  Id 
him  at  least  have  some  little  regard  k 
himself.  The  motion  which  brings  tU 
Remonstrance  before  us,  also  brings  tW 
Answer  it  received,  and  possibly  M 
answer  may  undei^o  as  severe  an  aDinjI 
version  as  the  spirited  production  to  wtii 
it  owes  its  existence. 

Lord  North  : 


Sir ;  06  I  wish  to  leave  tlie 
sion  of  every  question  in  which  I  roar 
either  remotely  or  inmiediatetv  concer 
entirely  to  the  determination  of  this  H 
and  flatter  myself  I  shall  never  be  c 
cerned  in  any  measures  which  I  sball 
either  afraid  or  ashamed  to  avow,  1  do 
mean  to  give  a  reply  any  farther  to  rbe 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  than  I  am  hist' 
^  m  the  elose  of  hts  speeeh.   Io<iu*" 
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idvises  me,  for  my  own  sake,  to  be  careful 
lowleodeayour  to  bring  the  Remonstrance 
)f  London  before  the  House,  lest  the 
Uiswer  to  that  Remonstrance  should  un- 
lergo  a  severe  animadversion. 

I  am  not  to  be  informed,  Sir,  that  in  the 
emguage  of  opposition,  every  speech  and 
very  answer  proceeding  from  the  throne 
)  set  down  as  the  speech  and  answer  of 
be  minister.  I  will  go  farther,  Sir,  I  will 
dmit  the  language  ofopposition  to  be  just, 
will  admit,  that  every  minister  should  be 
espoDsible  for  the  advice  he  gives  his 
naster,  and  acknowledge  that  no  favour- 
ble  idea  can  be  reasonably  entertained  of 
lis  character,  who  refuses  to  avow  the  part 
le  acts.  'On  this  account,  Sir,  I  rise  to 
revent  the  possibility  of  debate  with  re- 
^rd  to  the  Answer  given  to  the  Remon- 
tnuice,  to  declare,  that  it  was  given  by 
)y  advice,  and  that  I  think  myself  an- 
irerable  for  the  consequence;  while  I 
ave  the  honour  of  serving  his  Majesty  I 
^all  dread  no  enquiry  into  my  actions.  I 
m  above  the  practice  of  duplicity  in  any 
tatioD,  and  as  I  shall  always  mean  well  at 
2ast,  some  favour  will  be  due  to  the  recti- 
ude  of  my  intention,  even  where  I  may 
UD  into  mistakes.  Having  said  tliis.  Sir, 
t  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  as  1  am 
eady  on  all  occasions  to  submit  my  own 
onduct  to  examination,  so  nothing  shall 
revent  roe  from  enquiry  into  the  conduct 
f  others,  where  the  enquiry  appears  of  the 
uoutest  utility  to  tlie  public. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  De  Grey  ob- 
snred,  that  for  a  parliament  to  proceed 
1  raising  money,  and  passing  bills,  and 
iffer  themselves  at  the  same  time  to  be 
)ld  that  they  were  not  legal  representa- 
ves,  was  an  iniquitous  farce;  and  that 
»r  a  chief  magistrate  to  tell  subordinate 
ibjects,  they  were  not  to  obey,- was  an 
ct  of  wickedness  and  folly,  almost  with- 
at  precedent. 

Mr.  Wedderhurn  : 

Sir;  if  the  issue  of  the  present  de- 
ite  regarded  the  ostensibility  of  the  mi- 
ister  only,  and  was  not  of  infinite  import- 
ice  to  the  kingdom  at  large,  I  should  be 
le  of  the  first  to  approve  the  candour  of 
le  noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  and  to  own, 
tat,  if  he  does  not  possess,  more  wisdom 
laa  his  late  predecessor,  he,  at  least  shews 
lore  manliness,  and  more  probity,  in  pub- 
cly  acknowledging  himsetf  the  adviser  of 
le  Answer  to  the  City  Remonstrance. 
^Qt,  Sir,  it  is  not  the  ostensibility  of  a 
unister  which  ui  now  under  considera- 
[VOL.  XYI.] 
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tion,  but  the  inexpediency,  the  injustice 
of  censuring  any  part  of  the  people  for 
the  exercise  of  a  right,  which  is  warrant- 
ed by  the  constitution ;  which  is  supported 
by  the  dictates  of  reason,  the  authority  af 
precedents,  and  the  positive  declaration  of 
our  laws. 

An  hon.  member,  for  whose  opinion  I 
entertain  the  highest  deference,  has,  in 
a  masterly  manner,  pointed  out  the  inex«> 
pediency  of  branding  so  capital  a  part  of 
the  people,  as  the  city  of  London,  with 
the  censure  of  this  House;  and. he  has 
told  you,  in  forcible  terms,  the  danger  of 
ofiending  that  very  body  of  the  subjects^ 
among  whom  your  loans  are  to  be  raised, 
your  credit  is  to  be  supported,  and  the. 
whole  empire,  either  in  peace  or  war,  is 
to  be  immediately  indebted  for  the  sinewv 
of  its  political  existence.  Powerfiil,  Sir^ 
as  these  arguments  may  be  in  an  auxiliary 
light  against  the  motion,  what  we  are  to 
confine  ourselves  to  is  the  justice  of  the 
procedure.  Our  sole  consideration  ia 
simply,  whether  the  people  have,  qr  have 
not,  a  right  to  petition ;  whether  they  are, 
or  are  not,  legally  authorized  to  lay  their 
grievances  before  the  throne,  whenever 
they  imagine  themselves  oppressed;  and 
whether  all  prosecution  at  law,  for  the 
exercise  of  this  privilege,  is  not  expressly 
prohibited,  in  that  palladipm  of  public  U« 
oerty,  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

Sir,  the  loudest  advocate  for  the  mo* 
tion  before  the  House,  will  not  pretend  to 
deny  the  rieht  of  the  people  to  petition, 
nor  pretend  to  deny  that  they  are  wholly 
exempted  from  judicial  censure  on  that 
'account.  Among  the  many  blessings 
arisine  to  the  kingdom  from  the  glorious 
Revolution,  the  privilege  of  complaining 
to  the  throne  without  the  danger  of  pu- 
nishment, is  one  of  the  noblest.  The 
people  in  this  respect  are  the  sole  judges 
of  the  necessity  tor  petitioning :  it  is  as 
much  a  part  or  their  prerogative,  if  I  may 
so  express  myself,  as  it  is  a  part  of  the 
royal  prero^tive  to  assemble  parliaments, 
or  to  exercise  ariy  other  power  warranted 
by  the  constitution.  Seeing,  therefore, 
that  this  is  the  case,  I  must  ask,  with  what 
shadow  of  propriety,  with  what  colour  of 
reason  we  arrogate  a  liberty  of  examining 
their  proceedings?  With  what  counte- 
nance do  we  presume  to  fly  in  the  imme- 
diate face  of  the  laws,  and  confidently  as- 
sert, that  they  shall  be  punished,  for  wtiat 
the  laws  peremptorily  declare  Uiey  shall 
not  even  undergo  a  prosecution.  If  this . 
is  our  idea  of  reason,  our  conception  of 
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justice,  let  us  for  the  future  be  distin- 
guished for  inconsistency  and  violence. 
Even,  admitting,  Sir,  on  the  present  ques- 
tion, that  the  people  have  been  niistaKen,- 
that  they  have  erred,  that  there  are  in 
reality  no  grievances  to  complain  of,  and 
that  the  manner  of  their  Remonstrance  is 
as  disrespectful,  as  the  matter  of  it  is  un- 
just; still,  Sir>  as  the  laws  positively  nro- 
nounce  their  right  of  petitioning,  and  tneir 
exemption  from  consequent  prosecution, 
we  are  precluded  from  every  enquiry  into 
their  conduct.  They  may  be  indiscreet, 
they  may  be  warm,  they  may  be  turbu- 
lent ;  but  let  us  not  be  rash,  unwarrant- 
able, and  arbitrary.  Let  us  not,  while  we 
are  so  nicely' attentive  to  the  errors  of 
others,  rush  mto  palpable  illegalities  our- 
selves. Our  power  is  great;  but  the 
power  of  the  lavir  is.  much  greater.  For 
this  reason,  Sir,  I  oppose  the  motion  now 
before  the  chair ;  I  cannot  consent  that 
our  love  for  equity  should  make  us  in- 
equitable, that  our  regard  for  peace  should 
lead  us  to  spread  the  flames  of  discord 
through  the  land,  nor  concur,  that  our 
solicitude  for  the  safety  of  the  cqcstitu- 
tion,  shall  vindicate  our  stabbing  that  con- 
stitution to  the  heart.  Remember,  Sir, 
one  of  the  capital  blemishes  of  James  the 
2nd's  reiffn,  was  punishing  the  Seven 
Bishops  for  petitioning.  Similar  causes 
must  always  be  productive  of  similar  ef- 
fects :  we  are  yet  safe  :  it  is  yet  in  possi- 
bility to  retrieve  all ;  whereas,  if  we  pro- 
ceed from  violence  to  violence,  if  we  eo 
on  in  exercising  our  power  against  the 
sense  of  our  conviction,  and  sacrifice  our 
honesty  to  gratify  the  malignity  of  our 
resentment,  the  consequences  must  be 
dreadful  in  the  end.  The  people  may  be 
injured,  but  they  will  prefer  annihilation 
to  chains :  universal  anarchy  must  ensue, 
and  darkness,  as  the  poet  forcibly  ex- 
presses it,  be  alone  '<  the  burier  of  the 
dead." 

Mr,  Dj^son  : 

Sir;  though  I  acknowledge  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  specious  argument 
in  the  8i>eech  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  I  am  nevertheless  of  opinion, 
that  when  it  is  examined,  we  shall  find 
It  more  elegant  than  convincing,  and 
rather  a  proof  of  the  hon.  gentleman's 
abilities,  tnan  a  mark  of  his  candour.  I 
must  beg  his  permission,  however,  to  make 
a  few  cursory  observations  on  what  he 
bus  offered  to  the  Chair ;  and  as  he  has 
*  eonfined  himself  chiefly  to  the  legality  of 
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our  entering  into  the  merits  of  the  RemoQ- 
strance,  I  shall  engage  with  him  on  hi 
own  ground,  notwithstanding  all  myd^ 
ference  for  his  judicial  knowledge,  ud 
even  flatter  myself  with  the  hope  of  i 
victory,  because  reason  is  evidently  oa 
my  side. 

I  readily  allow.  Sir,  that  hjr  the  Mi 
Rights  as  well  'as  by  the  genius  and  ooa- 
stitution  of  this  kingdom,  the  people  at 
justly  entitled  to  the  right  of  petitiooii 
the  throne,  whenever  £hey  may  inu  ' 
themselves  oppressed.  If  this  was 
absolutely  the  case,  if  they  were  not 
gaily  possessed  of  this  privilege,  it  wc 
be  our  business,  our  duty,  to  procure  it 
for  them,  that  their  persons  and  their  dm 
perties  might  receive  an  additional  niri 
of  security,  that,  by  increasing  their  cos? 
sequence,  we  might  encrease  the  strengA 
of  the  state,  and  by  extending  the  ba^ 
ness  of  the  individual,  extend  the  happi 
ness  of  the  whole  community.  j 

But,  Sir,  while  I  am  thus  an  advooi 
for  the  freedom  of  the  people,  while li* 
thus  as  strenuous  for  the  right  of  petition*; 
ing  as  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spobi 
before  me,  still  I  am  satisfied  that  ifffj 
reason,  and  necessity,  must  wish  to  iif 
the  petitioners  under  some  saiuta^i^ 
gulations ;  that,  they  must  be  influence!' 
by  truth,  and  guided  by  decency,  that  th^ 
matter  of  their  petitions  should  be  ret^i 
and  the  manner  of  them  such  as  should  bti 
respectful  to  the  sovereign.  If  petiUoM 
to  the  throne  are  not  confined  within  sooe 


salutary  restrictions  of  this  nature, 
of  proving  a  blessing,  they  may  prove  the 
greatest  curse  the  kingdom  can  possibly 
experience.  Our  foreign  foes,  or  our  d^ 
mestic  enemies,  if  all  petitions  to  4e 
throne,  by  being  petitions,  are  to  pass  uo* 
censured,  may  at  any  time  stir  op  a  mulO' 
tude  to  complain  of  grievances  that  net* 
existed,  and  to  make  requisitions  of  ^ 
most  extraordinary,  the  most  dangeroai 
tendency  to  the  crown.  They  may  bom* 
bly  beseech  his  Majesty  to  abdicate,  and 
pray  that  he  will  be  graciously  P^**^J5J| 
place  the  sceptre  in  the  hands  of  tw 
family  expelled,.  Or  if  by  some  tempo* 
rizing  concession  to  their  prejudices,  w 
chances  to  gain  a  more  tnan  ordinwy 
portion  of  applause  from  the  popu'W^ 
they  may  perhaps  wish  in  the  headloj 
vehemence  of  their  zeal  to  see  him  seatefl 
on  an  arbitrary  throne,  and  in  a  co**^^* 
tional  remonstrance  like  the  p«*^"***! 
ject  of  debate,  patriotically  desire  him  »« 
only  to  diasolrc,  but  to  annihiJaie  lusP"* 
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iaments.    They  roay^  in  sbort,  Sir,  sup- 
plicate the  sovereign  to  every  thing  rasn, 
idiculous,  and  destructive,  and  our  free- 
lom  may  be  totally  destroyed*  because 
here  is  no  law  to  punish,  no  authority  to 
estrain,  aod  no  power  whatever  of  with- 
lolding  the  licentiousnesa  of  petitioners. 
B  not  every  gentleman's  indignation.  Sir, 
oused  at  the  absurdity,  at  the  danger  of 
iich  doctrine?  Is  it  not  subverting  the 
riociples  of  all  order,  all  government; 
Dd  overwhelming  that  ver}'  liberty  with 
uin,  for  which  our  public  spirited  de- 
laimers  profess  so  generous  an  attach- 
lent,  so  vehement  an  adoration  I 
Such,  Sir,  would  be  the  conseauences, 
specially  in  a  state  like  ours,  wnere  the 
ictious,  and  even  the  insignificant,  are 
ourly  raising  commotions ;  such,  I  say, 
ould  be  the  conseauences,  if  every  thing 
I  the  form  of  a  petition  was  sanctified  from 
le  examination  of  thelaws;  and  on  account 
I  its  form  to  be  admitted  as  a  constitu- 
(mal  act  of  propriety*  On  the  other  hand, 
ipposing  as  I  will  suppose,  that  the  sub- 
^  though  now  possessing  the  discre- 
ooary  power  of  petitioning,  is  neverthe- 
18  bound  to  observe  the  sentiments  of 
11th,  and  the  dictates  of  decency,  let  me 
ik,  what  are  the  hardships  he  sustains  by 
iese  sensible  restrictions  I  Will  any  gen- 
eman,  however  animated  with  the  glorious 
'e  of  patriotism,  say  it  is  an  oppression 
I  the  subject  to  make  him  just  to  his 
iighbour,  and  civil  to  his  prince  ?  Will 
\y  gentleman  think   himself  aggrieved, 
icause  he  is  not  allowed  a  ri^ht  of  tra- 
cing the  innocent,  and  insultmg  his  so- 
'reign  f  If  there  is  any  gentleman  hardy 
lough  to  call  this  a  grievance,  let  him 
ep  forth,  let   him  avow  his  sentiments 
tenly,  and  lay  a  rational  title    to    the 
aise  of  every  patriot  of  all  succeeding 
Derations. 

Having,  therefore  shewn.  Sir,  that  our 
rs  neither  could,  nor  can  allow  any 
^ht  to  the  subject  which  is  manifestly 
bversive  of  the  constitution;  having 
ewn  that  the  people  themselves  may  be 
ientially  injured  Dy  an  unlimited  power 
petitioning,  and  proved  that  they  can- 
t  possibly  receive  any  benefit  from  it,  I 
all  now  only  observe  with  regard  to  the 
ven  Bishops  in  James  the  2nd'8  time, 
at  the  case  by  no  means  applies :  their 
tition  was  entirely  upon  the  point  of  re- 
>on,  was  couched  in  terms  the  most  re- 
ectful  to  the  throne,  and  delivered  with 
much  privacy  as  possible,  to  the  sove- 
ign ;  wnereas  the  present  petition  de- 


nies the  authority  of  parliament,  insults  the 
person  of  the  King,  and  is  delivered  with 
all  the  circumstances  of  tumultuous  pa- 
rade, that  can  be  calculated  to  terrify 
the  minds  of  the  peaceable,  and  inflame 
the  passions  of  every  misguided  member 
of  the  community. 

Mr.  Jenkinson  enforced  the  arguments 
of  the  preceding  speech. 

Mr.  George  GrenviUe : 

Sir;  it  is  with  infinite  concenr, 
while  the  minds  of  the  people  are  agitated 
almost  to  madness,  that  I  find  gentlemen 
persevering  in  a  succession  of  inflammatory 
measures,  and  hourly  pouring  oil  on  the 
flame  of  that  discord,  which  already 
blazes  but  too  fiercely  in  this  unfortunate 
country.  Every  body  that  knows  me.  Sir, 
knows  I  am  no  friend  either  to  Mr.  Wilkes 
or  his  character ;  but  when  the  question  of 
his  expulsion  was  agitated  during  the  last 
session  in  this  House,  I  declared  myself 
against  it.  I  foretold  the  consequences 
that  it  would  kiecessarily  produce,  the  dia* 
tractions  it  wqpld  unavoidablv  create,  and 
exhorted  the  advocates  for  that  expulsion 
to  sacrifice  a  private  resentment,  that  ac- 
tually dishonoured  them,  at  the  altar  of 
fmblic  tranquillity.  Had  my  advice  been 
istened  to,  we  should  now  have  been  in 
peace,  our  authority  would  not  have  been 
insulted,  our  proceedings^  would  not 
have  been  despised,  nor  would  the  metro-  - 
polis  of  the  empire  formally  wait  upon  the 
sovereign  to  tell  him  we  were  the  betrayers 
of  the  people. 

The  gentlemen.  Sir,  who  then  fought 
the  battle  of  administration  did  not  recol- 
lect, that  while  they  were  striving  to  pu- 
nish the  opposition,  they  were  actually 
gratifying  the  spleen  of  their  enemies. 
When  an  odious  minister  is  at  the  head  of 

Eubhc  affiiirs,  the  nation,  though  injured 
y  any  act  of  his  illegality,  nevertheless 
enjoys  a  malignant  resentment ;  it  justifies 
their  detestation  of  him ;  it  renders  him 
universally  obnoxious;  and,  in  the  end, 
completes  the  destruction  of  his  political 
character.  I  am  well  convinced,  Sir,  that 
the  enemies  of  government,  however  they 
took  fire  at  the  resolutions  of  this  House  in 
voting  Mr.  Luttrell  the  member  for  Mid- 
dlesex, nevertheless  rejoiced  at  the  oppor- 
tunity which  it  gave  them  of  attacking  the 
premier  in  the  most  sensible  part  of  his 
ministerial  reputation:  and  I  am  to  the 
full  as  much  convinced,  that  they  would 
now  rejoice  at  the  heaviest  censure  which 
we  might  pais  upon  the  Remonstrance  of 
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the  city  of  London;  it  is  what  diejr  wish; 
it  is  what  they  are  impatient  for ;  it  is 
what  they  ardently  desire.  Their  whde 
strength  consists  in  their  being  opposed, 
and  contradictory  as  it  may  seem  in  terms. 
It  is  still  undeniably  true,  that  they  abso- 
lutely gain  a  victory  every  time  they  sufier 
a  defeat. 

For  this  reason.  Sir,  if  we  are  desirous 
of  conquering  the  spirit  of  discord,  which 
so  unhappily  subsists  without  doors,  we  | 
must  not  combat  it  within.  You  may,  in- 
deed, proceed  to  censure,  but  wiU  that 
procedure  give  peace  to  the  kingdom: 
you  may  expel  the  persons  principally 
concerned  in  presenting  the  Remon- 
strance, but — tnen  you  encrease  the 
present  confusion — you  extend  the  griev- 
ance complained  cif  by  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  into  the  city  of  London ; 
you  verify  the  prophesy  of  your  enemies, 
and  prove,  what  they  have  repeatedly 
foretold^  that  you  will  go  on  from  violence 
to  violence,  and  as  you  have  given  Mid- 
dlesex a  member,  you  will  gradually  give 
representatives  to  all  the  other  freeholders 
of  Great  Britain. 

But  even,  supposing,  Shr,  for  argument 
sake,  what  I  will  not  admit  in  fiict,  that  we 
have  a  right  to  determine  upon  a  petition 
lirom  the  subject  to  the  throne,  still,  nave  we 
a  right  in  this  case  to  be'parties  and  judges 
at  the  same  time  ?     Our  dignity  and  our 
justice  is  arraigned  in  this  petition ;  can 
we  therefore  be  a  proper  jurisdiction  to 
examine  the  conduct  of  the  petitioners  ? 
Suppose,  Sir,  that  the  proceedings  x>f  the 
King's-bench  were  at  anytime  complained 
of  by  a  body  of  the  people,  and  that  an 
application  was  made  to  the  crown  for  re- 
dress, would  it  be  fair,  would  it  be  equit- 
able, to  send  their  petition  to  the  very 
court,  against  which  they  had  lodged  the 
cgmplaint  ?  and  would  it  be  reasonable  to 
bid  the  chief  justice  to  decide  upon  the 
decency,  or  the  legality  of  a  composition, 
which   reflected   entirely  upon   himself. 
If,  therefore,  the  City  Remonstrance  is 
contrary  to  law,  let  the  laws  punish  it ; 
let  not  a  single  branch  of  the  legislature 
assume  a  power  to  set  aside  the  solemn 
acts  of  tlie  three  branches ;  nor  while  it  is 
exclaiming  at  the    imputed  illegality  of 
others,  set  an  example  of  deliberate  ille- 
gality in  itself.    The  best  way,  Uierefore, 
IS   to  know  nothing  about  Uiis  Remon- 
strance, to  heaf  nothine  about  it  in  our 
public  capacity.    To  brm^  it  before  us,  is 
to    open  Pandora's  box  m   this  House; 
evil  will  spring  out  after  evO :  Hope  her- 


self wiU  possibly  iy  aw^  froBi  tbe  grow* 
ing  horror  of  the  pmpect,  sad  aB  be 
pbenzy,  blood,  and  desobtioB.    If  the 
Remonstrance  is  once  brought  before  os, 
and  we  proceed  to  censure,  there  isM 
saying  wnere  the  dreadful  consequeDca 
may  end ;  the  people  may  have  expresMd 
themsdves  intemperately,  bat  who  vUl 
say  they  have  not  been  fttaBv  proroked! 
Let  us,  as  the  first  cause  of  mst  proroo- 
tion,  bear  a  little  with  a  fiiry  excited  by 
ourselves.    It  may,  indeed,  be  sfHrited  to 
vindicate  the  dignity  of  this  H(»se,bat 
will  it  be  prudent  at  this  time?  If  wesc 
really  friends  to  our  country,  let  us  proie 
our  nriendship  by  healing  her  peace,  wx 
by    rendering  her  distraction  iacinablt 
Let  us  nobly  sacrifice  oar  resentmeouto 
her  preservation,  instead  of  (^ang^ing  ber 
into  a  civil  war.    The  questioa  dov  is, 
not  what  is  vigorous,  but  what  b  propa; 
not,  how  the  authority  of  this  Hoose  sto 
be  supported,  but  how  the  whole  nadmii 
to  be  rescued  from  destmctioo.   IrM 
is  now  a  scene  of  anarchy ;  Ameno  i 
entirely  uproar ;  and  is  tins  a  timetoiis 
in  arms  against  ourselves  ?  No,  Sir,  thss 
an  hour  which  calls  for  temper,  not  for  ige, 
and  in  which  an  absurd  exertion  of  seventy 
to  maintain  our  authority,  will  in  aQ  pro- 
bability, rob  us  of  the  very  constitatios. 

General  Comoaif  : 

Sir;  though  I  am  as  mncfa  anes^ 
my  to  discord  as  the  right  hon.  gentle 
man,  and  have  upon  every  antecedent^ 
bate  relative  to  the  business  now  before 
us,  been  an  equal  advocate  for  moderi* 
tion,  yet  on  the  present  ocossion,  I  liff 
to  speak  against  lenity ;  to  coademo  tbe 
idea  of  temporizing ;  to  declare  that  is 
my  poor  opinion  the  very  gendeness,  ^ 
very  forbearance  of  this  House,  has  beet 
the  principal  source  of  all  oar  late  dis- 
turbances, and  that  mildness  any  looker, 
will  be  the  only  torch  whidi  can  pos^ 
set  the  constitution  in  flames. 

I  remember  the  time.  Sir,  when  tw 
House,  instead  of  supposing  that  tbe 
maintenance  of  its  own  dignity  wtf  i 
dangerous  measure,  even  in  times  isi- 
niteiy  more  pregnant  with  danger  tba 
the  present,  looked  upon  a  spirited  ex^ 
tion  of  their  authority,  to  be  not  only  tM 
most  noble,  but  the  most  politic  ros^ 
they  could  take ;  they  sensibly  conaderej 
tiiat  people  will  quickly  be  <*«P^ 
others  wne  are  held  in  a  contempu^ 
light  by  themselves»  and  thej  therefa^ 
proper^   punished    every  fflsre^*^*' 
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nenXion  of  their  proceeding;  najr,  I  have 
mown  particular  periods  in  which  their 
irooeedings  were  too  sacred  to  be  men- 
looed  even  with  respect ;  in  which  it  was 
ulpable  to  meddle  with  them  at  all,  in 
Tiling  or  print,  and  in  which,  Hke  eastern 
rinces,  they  were  kept  at  a  distance  to 
e  viewed  with  reverence ;  but.  Sir,  this 
fouse,  throuffh  an  amiable  weakness, 
iving  su&red  their  decisions  to  become 
le  subjects  of  universal  discussion,  our 
idulgence  has  been  abused,  our  goodness 
IS  been  perverted  into  the  consciousness 
:  gailt,  and  our  moderation  set  down  as 
ie  certam  result  of  timidity :  because  we 
ould  not' punish,  the  enemies  of  order 
ipposed  that  we  dared  not;  hence  in 
roportion  to  lenity  on  one  hand,  licen- 
misness  grew  audacious  on  the  other; 
ie  public  prints  that  formerly  trembled 
t  toe  bare  apprehension  of  our  resent- 
lent,  now  triumphed  in  despising  it ;  the 
roductions  of  the  press  houriy  teemed 
ith  the  grossest  libels  on  our  aetermina- 
008 ;  they  openly  invited  their  corres- 
ondents  to  revile  us,  and  rendered  sedi- 
on  80  courageous,  that  the  Ihrery  of 
•ondon,  with  the  chief  magistrate  at  their 
ead,  have  now.the  temerity,  not  only  to 
)licit  our  dissolution,  but  to  tell  the  so- 
ereign,  in  direct  positive  terms,  that  we  are 
ot  the  representatives  of  the  people :  yet, 
it,  this  is  the  season  in  which  the  nght  non. 
entleman  says,  that  we  must  not  exert 
tiT  authority*  This  is  the  season,  he  tells 
B,  in  which  moderation  only  can  be  of  be- 
e6t,  and  in  which,  unless  we  are  mode- 
^,  we  shall  drag  inevitable  ruin  on  the 
onstitution.  Sir,  if  we  crouch  under  an 
utrage  of  this  nature,  the  constitution  is 
estroyed;  the  whole  body  of  the  people  are 
t  once  deprived  of  their  representatives ; 
rery  act  which  has  been  passed  since  the 
me  of  our  election  must  be  utterly  with- 
itt  force,  universal  confusion  must  ensue, 
i^d  this  miserable  nation  be  left  entirely 
)  the  mercy  of  the  petitioners. 
The  rieht  h9n.  f^ntlemao.  Sir,  in  his 
ixietyfor  the  future,  should. not  fomt 
le  dangers  of  the  present  hour.  The 
poplewUl  rise  against  us,  he  apprehends, 
we  proceed  with  rigour,  and  the  conse« 
uences  will  be  a  civu  war.  Sir,  do  we 
ot  encourage  the  people  to  an  insurrec-. 
on,  if  we  tamely  suffer  the  livery  of 
'Ondon  to  tell  us  we  are  not  the  repre* 
^ntatives  of  the  nation  i  Do  we  not  ta- 
itl^  acknowledge  in  such  a  conduct,  that 
0  insult  can  wound,  no  violence  provoke, 
0  outrage  can  rouse  us  to  a  vindication 


of  our  own  authority,  or  support  of  the 
laws  ?  Resides,  let  me  ask.  Sir,  if  the  mo« 
deration  recommended  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  will  not  be  more  likely  te  in- 
crease the  insolence,  than  to  awake  the 
gratitude  of  the  seditious ;    more  likely  to 

{>roduce  fresh  remonstrants,  than  to  si- 
ence  the  clamour  of  old  ones  ?  Our  lenity 
hitherto  has  gained  but  very  little ;  here- 
afler  it  will  gain  us  less ;  when  we  pub- 
licly acknowledge  it  imprudent  to  stand 
forth  in  defence  of  our  own  privileges, 
who  will  be  induced  either  to  tear,  or  to 
respect  them  ?  others  will  forsake  us  if  we 
forsake  ourselves ;  and  the  House  of  Com- 
mons must  be  inevitably  torn  from  the 
constitution,  inevitably  annihilated,  if  we 
do  not  prove  ourselves  a  House. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  tells  us,  that 
if  the  Remonstrance  contains  any  thing  il- 
legal, there  are  legal  methods  to  punish  it. 
Sir,  we  have  a  legal  authority  to  punish 
any  insult  offered  to,  or  anv  libel  published 
against  ourselves.  The  Jaw  of  the  land 
grants  us  this  authority,  and  supports  the 
exercise  of  it.  The  law  of  the  land,  where 
a  sinele  individual  of  this  House  is  in- 
sulted in  his  character  as  a  member,  jus- 
tifies us  in  sending  the  ofiender  to  New- 
gate. I  am  sorry.  Sir,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  who  has  been  so  long  a  mem- 
ber, should  forget  this  circumstance,  or  if 
he  remembers  it,  should  imagine  that  the 
same  laws  which  guard  the  privilege  of 
an  individual  member,  should  not  be 
equally  attentive  to  the  privileges  of  the 
whole  House.  But  it  is  wasting  time  to 
dwell  upon  a  point  so  well  established  as 
this,  especially  as  this  House  has  no  inten- 
tion, no  wish  to  exert  a  power  repugnant 
to  the  laws.  The  sole  question  tnerefore 
now  is,  whether  we  are  a  House  of  Com- 
mons, or  not;  if  we  are,  what  hour  can  be 
more  proper,  what  period  so  particularly 
necessary,  to  shew  our  authority,  as  when 
the  livery  of  London  have  confidently  told 
the  sovereign,  we  are  not  i  This  becomes 
the  more  indispensably  reauisite,  because 
the  Remonstrance,  thougn  it  denies,  yet 
acknowledges  our  existence,  and  prays 
that  we  may  be  dissolved,  though  it  will 
not  admit  us  to  be  the  representatives  of  the 
people.  What  is  still  more  extraordinary^ 
Sir,  there  is,  if  I  mistake  not,  at  this  mo^* 
ment,  a  petition  from  the  ver^  city  of 
London  lying  on  our  table,  m  which 
thev  humbly  request  our  protection, 
and  address  us,  as  the  knights,  citizens, 
and  burgesses  in  parliament  assembled^ 
though  Uiey  have  solemnly  assured  hit 
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Majesty  that  we  are  not  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  kingdom.  Let  the  matter 
therefore  be  seriously  considered  now.  If 
we  are  a  House,  let  us  prove  ourselves  re- 
spectable :  let  us  not  make  posterity  blush 
at  our  timidity :  let  us  not  sacrifice  the 
dignity  of  our  constituents,  who  must 
share  our  disgrace :  nor  suffer  the  livery 
of  London  to  trample  on  the  united  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain.  If  we  are  not  a 
House,  and  if  the  Remonstrance  is  a  pro- 

Ser  remonstrance,  we  can  have  no  right  to 
eliberate ;  our  assembling  must  be  ille- 
gal. But  this,  or  never,  is  the  time  to  vin- 
dicate the  honour  of  parliament.  If  the, 
livery  of  London  are  daring  enough  to 
censure  this  House,  shall  it  be  said  that  a 
British  House  of  Commons  has  been 
afraid  to  censure  the  livery  of  London  ?— 
shall  it  be  said  that  the  livery  of  London, 
in  the  full  face  of  day,  has  traduced  us  to 
the  throne  with  impunity  ?  I  am  ashamed, 
Sir,  to  find  the  question  needful.  Let  us 
therefore  rouse.  Let  us  not  die  through 
an  apprehension  of  dying,  nor  actually  de- 
stroy the  constitution  for  fear  it  should  be 
destroyed. 

Gentlemen  have  insisted  much  upon 
the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  this  House, 
particularly  in  the  Middlesex  business, 
and  the  language  of  the  Remonstrance 
complains  not  more  of  our  perfidy  than 
of  our  usurpation :  it  represents  us  as  des- 
potic over  "the  rights,  as  unfaithful  to  the 
interest  of  the  people,  and  tells  us  that 
while  on  the  one  iiand  we  betray  their 
welfare  to  government,  we  violate  their 
freedom  on  the  other,  by  the  election  of 
ourselves.  Prejudice  wilfully  mistaken, 
always  uses  a  language  opposite  to  truth, 
and  shuts  its  eyes  instinctively  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  conviction.  That  this  is  at 
present  the  case  must  strike  the  candour 
of  every  dispassionate  heart;  for  I  will 
confidently  ask  the  boldest  advocate  of 
popularity  if  there  ever  was  a  period  in 
which  this  House,  so  far  from  being  arbi- 
trary, was  so  mild,  so  placid,  or  so  for- 
bearing. Is  the  patience.  Sir,  with  which 
we  have  heard  our  proceedings  daily  ar- 
raigned in  every  public  print,  an  argument 
of  our  tyranny  r  Is  the  silence  with  which 
we   have    suffered    our    authority  to  be 

Questioned  a  proof  of  our  despotism  ?  Or 
le  triumphant  insolence  of  the  factious  in 
still  persevering  to  deny  it,  a  mark  of  our 
flagitious  seventy?  I  am  ashamed  of  such 
reasoning,  and  wonder  how  any  honest 
man  can  urge  it,  who  has  heard  gentlemen 
in  this  very  House  declare  Uiat  they  will 


Debate  in  the  Commons-  [S93 

refuse  the  payment  of  taxes,  aod  noblj 
deny  obedience  to  the  laws  of  their  countrj. 
Gentlemen,  however,  when  they  cannot 
persuade  us  into  a  belief  of  our  own  injus- 
tice, go  another  way  to  work,  and  endea- 
vour to  operate,  as  i  have  already  hioted, 
upon  our  fears,  by  threateniDg  us  with 
the  resentment  of  the  people.  "  The  peo- 
ple," exclaim  these  casuists,  **  will  neter 
suffer  this  measure,  the  people  will  never 
allow  that  proceeding :  what  signifies  our 
importance  within  doors,  if  without  ve 
are  opposed  by  the  voice  c£  the  people  I" 
Gentlemen  who  argue  in  this  manner  do 
not  recollect,  that  it  is  the  identical,  self- 
same   assembly    thus    contemned,  thus 
defied,  that  constitutes  the  good  people  of 
England ;  that  the  people  w  England  till 
our  legal  dissolution  can  possibly  have  no 
existence  but  within  these  wBlh ;  and  that 
the  voice  which  denies  our  authoritv  with- 
out doors,  hurls  a  treason  against  tlie  ma- 
jesty of  the  British  people.    The  nation 
has  chosen  us  as  its  agents  for  a  term  of 
years :  during  that  term  therefore  we  art 
virtually  the  nation.    If  we  betray  oox 
trust,  or  prove  unworthy  of  farther  confi- 
dence, at  the  expiration  of  our  term  the 
nation  may  discard  us  indignantly;  hut  it 
must  nevertheless  be  answerable  for  oor 
acts.    It  must  be  bound  by  the  laws  in 
which  we  have  concurred,  and  acbow* 
ledge  our  decisions  as  its  own,  howerer 
repugnant  to  its  inclination.    Being  then 
the  representatives  of  the  British  people,  let 
us  spiritedly  resolve  upon  maintaining  the 
creait  of  our  constituents.    They  hm 
clothed  us  with  authority,  let  us  support 
that  authority  for  their  sake:    to  sufier 
a  dishonour  in  ourselves,  is  to  disKoDOur 
them,  and  it  is  better  the  city  of  Londos, 
or  any  other  part  of  the  British  dominioo^ 
should  undergo  the  heaviest  censure,  than 
to  establish  a  precedent  for  disputing  the 
authority  of  that  assembly,  which  is  the 
constitutional  representative,  the  constitu- 
tional guardian  of  all. 

The  House  then  divided:  the  N0^» 
went  forth : 

Tellers, 

lEAS  |g.^  ^j^^  Gihnour  r'* 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmstire. 

March  16.  Lord  North  presented  td 
the  House,  pursuant  to  their  Address  to 
his  Majesty^  acopy  of  the  Address,  Beaa^ 
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Btrance,  and  Petition,  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
AldermeDy  and  Livery,  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, presented  to  the  King  March  Hth 
1770 :  and  also,  a  copy  of  his  Majesty's 
Answer.    They  are  as  follow : 

«  To  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty. 

^  Thehumble  Address,  Remonstrance, 
and  Petition,  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Livery,  of  the  City  of 
London,  in  Common  Hall  assembled. 

**  May  it  please  ydur  Majesty ;  We 
have  already  in  our  Petition  dutifully  re- 
presented to  your  Majesty,  the  chief  in- 
juries we  have  sustained.  We  are  unwill- 
ing to  beUeve  that  your  Majesty  can  slight 
the  desires  of  your  people,  or  be  regard- 
less of  their  affection,  and  deaf  to  their 
complaints :  yet  their  complaints  remain 
onanswered;  their  injuries  are  confirmed; 
ind  the  only  judge  removable  at  the  plea- 
sore  of  the  crown,  has  been  dismissed  from 
his  high  office,  for  defending  in  parliament 
Che  law  and  the  constitution. 

"  We  therefore  venture  once  more  to 
address  ourselves  to  your  Majesty,  as  to 
the  father  of  your  people ;  as  to  him  who 
must  be  both  able  and  willing  to  redress 
our  grievances  ;  and  we  repeat  our  appli- 
cation with  the  greater  propriety,  because 
we  see  the  instruments  of  our  wrongs,  who 
have  carried  into  execution  the  measures 
of  which  we  complain,  more  particularly 
distinguished  by  your  Majesty's  royal 
bounty  and  favour. 

**  Under  the  same  secret  and  malign  in- 
.floence,  which  through  each  successive  ad- 
ministration has  defeated  every  good,  and 
loggesfFd  every  bad  intention,  the  majority 
of  the  House  of  Commons  have  deprived 
7our  people  of  their  dearest  rights. 

"  They  have  done  a  deed  more  ruinous 
m  its  consequences,  than  the  levying  of 
ship-money  by  Charles  1,  or  the  dispens- 
ing power  assumed  by  James  2 ;  a  deed 
which  must  vitiate  all  th^  future  proceed- 
tegs  of  this  parliament ;  for  the  Acts  of 
the  legislature  itself  can  no  more  be  valid 
without  a  legal  House  of  Commons,  than 
without  a  legal  prince  upon  the  throne* 

"  Representatives  of  the  people  are  es- 
•ential  to  the  making  of  laws ;  and  there 
is  a  time  when  it  is  morally  demonstrable, 
that  men  cease  to  be  representatives :  that 
time  is  now  arrived  :  the  present  House  of 
Commons  do  not  represent  the  people. 

"  We  owe  to  your  Majesty  an  obedience, 
'Joder  the  restrictions  of  the  laws,  for  the 
•aUiDg  and  duration  of  parliaments :  and 


your  Majesty  owes  to  us  that  our  repre- 
sentation, free  from  the  force  of  arms  or 
corruption,  should  be  preserved  to  us  in 
parliament.  It  was  for  this  we  success- 
fully strue^gled  undar  James  2 ;  for  this 
we  seated  and  have  faithfully  supported 
your  Majesty's ,  family  on  the  throne. 
The  people  have  been  invariably  uniform 
in  their  object,  though  the  different  modd 
of  attack  has  called  for  a  different  defence* 

**  Under  James  2,  they  complained,  that 
the  sitting  of  parliament  was  interrupted, 
because  it  was  not  corruptly  subservient 
to  his  designs:  we  complain  now,  that 
the  sitting  of  this  parliament  is  not  inter- 
rupted, because  it  is  corruptly  subservient 
to  the  designs  of  your  Majesty's  minis- 
ters. Had  the  parliament  under  James  2| 
been  as  submissive  to  his  commands,  as 
the  parliament  is  at  this  day  to  the  dictates 
of  a  minister,  instead  of  clamours  for  its 
meeting,  the  nation  would  have  rung,  ai 
now,  with  outcries  for  its  dissolution. 

^<  The  forms  of  the  constitution,  like 
those  of  religion,  were  not  established  for 
the  form's  sake ;  but  for  the  substance  : 
and  we  call  God  and  men  to  witness,  that, 
as  we  do  not  owe  our  liberty  to  those  nice 
and  subtle  distinctions,  which  places  and 
pensions,  and  lucrative  employments  have 
invented ;  so  neither  will  we  be  deprived 
of  it  by  them :  but  as  it  was  gained  by  the 
stern  virtue  of  our  ancestors,  by  the  virtue 
of  their  descendants  it  shall  be  preserved. 

"  Since  therefore,  the  misdeeds  of  your 
Majesty's  ministers,  in  violating  the  free- 
dom of  election,  and  depraving  the  noMe 
constitution  of  parliaments,  are  notorious, 
as  well  as  subversive  of  the  fundamental 
laws  and  liberties  of  this  realm ;  and  since 
your  Majesty,  both  in  honour  and  justice, 
is  obliged  inviolably  to  preserve  them,  ac- 
cording to  the  oath  made  to  God  and 
your  subjects  at  your  coronation,  We, 
your  IV^jesty's  remonstrants,  assure  our- 
selves, Tkiat  your  Majesty  will  restore  the 
constitutionaL  government  and  ouiet  of 
your  people,  by  dissolving  this  parliament, 
and  removing  those  evil  ministers  for  ever 
from  your  councils. 

Signed  by  order,  *^  James  Hodges.*' 

His  Majesty's  Answer. 

**  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  receive  the 
requests,  and  to  listen  to  the  complaints  of 
my  subjects ;  but  it  gives  me  ereat  con- 
cern to  find,  that  any  of  them  should  have 
been  so  far  misled,  as  to  offer  me  an  Ad- 
dress and  Remonstrance,  the  contents  of 
which  I  cannot  but  consider  as  disrespect- 
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fill  to  me,  injurioQt  to  my  parliameiitt  and 
irreGoocilable  to  the  prindples  of  the 
CODStitutioa. 

**  I  have  ever  made  the  law  of  the  land 
the  rule  of  my  conduct,  esteeming  it  my 
chief  slory  to  reign  over  a  free  people: 
with  this  view  I  have  always  been  careful, 
as  well  to  execute  faithfully  the  trust  re- 
posed in  me,  as  to  avoid  even  the  app^- 
ance  of  invading  any  of  those  powers  which 
the  constitution  has  placed  in  other  hands. 
It  is  only  by  persevering  in  such  a  con« 
duct,  that  I  can  either  4uscharge  my  own 
duty,  or  secure  to  m^  subjects  the  free 
enjoyment  of  those  rights  which  my  fa- 
mily were  called  to  defend;  and  wlule  I 
act  upon  these  principles,  I  shall  have  « 
right  to  expect,  and  I  am  confident  I  shall 
continue  to  receive  the  steady  and  a£Bec- 
tionate  support  of  my  people." 

Ordered  to  be  iakai  into  consideration 
on  the  19th. 

March  19.  The  Remonstrance  from 
the  city  of  London,  and  his  Majesty's 
Answer,  being  read,  sir  T.  Clavering 
moved,  **  That  to  deny  the  legality  of 
the  present  parliament,  and  to  assert  that 
the  proceedings  thereof  are  not  valid,  is 
highly  unwarrantable,  and  has  a  manifest 
tendency  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom, by  withdrav^ing  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects from  their  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
the  realm."  He  was  seconded  by  sir  Ed- 
ward Blackett. 

Mr.  Dowdeswell  moved  the  previous 
question ;  he  and  other  gentlemen  in  the 
opposition  observing,  that  by  the  laws  of 
toe  land,  and  resolutions  of  parliament,  the 
right  of  the  subject  to  petition  was  indu- 
bitable ;  that  the  Bill  of^  Rights  says  ex- 
pressly, that  it  is  the  right  of  the  subject 
to  petition,  and  that  all  prosecutions  for 
petitioning  are  illegal;  that  on  the  26th 
of  February,  1701,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons resolved,  that  it  was  the  right  of  the 
subject  to  petition  for  the  calling,  sitting, 
and  di^solvmg  of  parliaments  ;*  that  this 
right  of  the  people  was  clear,  indisputable, 
and  uncontroverted  by  any  subsequent  ex- 
planations, and  therefore  must  be  taken  in 
Its  most  extended  sense. 

To  this  the  majority  answered.  That  the 
right  of  petitioning  was  indeed  indisputa- 
ble ;  but  that  if  such  petition  contained 
any  matter  false,  injurious,  or  illegal,  as 
treason,  or  prayed  any  thing  illegal,  such 
petition  was  highly  punishable ;  and  that 

*  See  vol.  5,  p.  1340. 
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it  bemg  in  the  form  of  a  petitioD,  did  bj 
no  means  free  it  from  the  prosecution  or 
punishment  such  expressions  would  meet 
in  any  other  paper. 

To  this  it  was  answered.  That  it  voold 
be  an  absurdity  to  give  a  right  topetition, 
without  giving  a  right  to  express  the  csok 
of  such  petition ;  that  in  the  courts  oflsv, 
it  is  held  to  be  no  libel  to  use  words  tod 
matter    in  the   proceedings,  which  ssy 
where  else  would  be  false,  scandslotts,  and 
punishable  as  such.    Bills  of  Chancery  att 
generally  stuffed  with   as  many  Ub  a 
words,  and  yet  they  are  not  actiooaUe: 
nay,  it  has  been  determined,  that  to  distri- 
bute a  printed  Hbel  at  the  door  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  if  such  libel  coDtaiu 
reasons  against  any  Bill  depending  in  tbe 
Hous^,  being  the  common  form  of  pro- 
curing justice  from  the  House,  is  not  ac* 
tionable  in  the  courts  of  law ;  that  the  rea- 
son for  such  determination  is  obvious,  a 
all  avenues  to  obtain  justice  should  he  as 
open  and  free  as  possible ;  that  this  dx> 
trine  is  equally   applicable  to   petitions 
which  being  a  way  of  seeking  redress  tVr 
a  grievance,  ought,  and  legally  is,  equal)/ 
free ;  and  that  any  matter  in  such  petitiin, 
if  relevant  to  the  prayer  of  such  petttic:^ 
is  not  punishable,    though  such  matter 
should  be  false,  provided,  though,  that  tbe 
prayer  of  the  petition  be  equ^i^;  ]epi 
On  the  contrary,  to  ask  in  petition  k< 
what  cannot  be  granted  legally,  is  ponisb* 
able,  or,  under  pretence  of  a  petitiooi  ta 
introduce  matter  not  relevant  to  such  pe* 
tition,  if  false,  scandalous,  or  libellous, » 
equally  so. 

For  the  motion,  it  was  urged,  a  part  i 
this  Remonstrance  was  not  relevant  (ilut 
part  which  says,  the  acts  of  this  psrli- 
ment  are  vitiated  by  the  determination  oi 
the  Middlesex  election)  to  the  petitios, 
but  a  scandalous  assertion  contrary  to  lav. 
and  destructive  of  the  peace  of  the  ki/^- 
dom,  as  it  tended  to  introduce  a  disobedi- 
ence to  the  laws,  and  sounded  the  alara 
to  treason  and  rebellion.  That  to  remo^ 
this  impression,  it  was  absolutely  necessa^ 
for  parliament  to  vindicate  their  own  ao- 
thority,  by  coming  to  the  proposed  rao* 
lutions,  that  the  people  might  not  think^ 
by  our  silence,  that  we  concurred  in  thii 
sentiment  of  the  city's,  and  to  quiet  ik 
minds  of  those  who  having  procured  sctf 
under  the  present  parliament,  might  be 
under  apprehensions  of  their  validity. 

It  was  answered.  That  no  one  doubted 
the  assertion  to  be  &lse,  but  then  it  vat 
grounded  on  true  principles ;  tbst  if  ^ 
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House  of  Commons,  instead  of  electing 
only  one  member  into  their  House,  should 
elect  fif^j,  would  any  person  in  that  case 
ny,  the  parliament  had  not  done  an  act  that 
Titiated  their  existence?  If  a  number  of 
acts,  illegal  in  themselves  of  that  nature, 
would  vitiate  their  existence,  it  was  not 
in  unwarrantable,  though  erroneous  way 
of  judging,  that  one  act  had  not  vitiated 
It;  that  for  us  to  say,  we  were  a  parlia- 
neot,  was  nugatory  and  ridiculous.  If  we 
ire  a  parliament,  the  validity  of  our  acts 
would  shew  it ;  if  we  are  not  a  parliament, 
wbo  will  believe  us  because  we  say  we 
lire?  Tlien  to  publish  a  manifesto 
[ilgainst  the  city  of  London,  was  only  as- 
jiertioa  against  assertion,  which  tended 
poly  to  make  us  more  cheap  in  the  eyes 
[<f  the  people. 

'  It  was  said  on  the  part  of  administration, 
fhi  one  part  of  the  Remonstrance  (relat- 
ji^  to  lord  Camden)  was  false,  and  nbt 
■roved ;  that  to  desire  his  Majesty  to  dis- 
pitt  his  ministry,  for  such  a  measure,  was 

E^ostitutionaf,  hir  Majesty,  by  the  con- 
tioD,  being  entrusted  with  the  sole  ap- 
ipiDtment  of  his  ministers,  and  that  none 
parliament  had  a  right  to  desire  their 
al,  as  parliament  alone  is  the  grand 
est  of  the  nation,  entrusted  with  their 
irties,  and  from  jiarliament  alone  are 
ired  all  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
This  doctrine  was  very  much  abused  by 
"  minority,  the  very  contrary  being  true, 
that  parliament  received  all  its  privi- 
\  from  the  people.     They  observed, 
t  in  high  matters  of  state,  it  was  not  ne- 
^r^  that  every  assertion  should  be  first 
ed,  bi^t  that  this  had  been  the  opinion 
the  protesting  lords.     That  parliament 
'  the  right  to  desire  the  King  to  redress 
grievances;  but  that  this  right  was 
no  means  confined  to  them.    Parlia- 
ts  might  be  corrupt,  they  might  be 
ienced  by  the   rainistlr*     Supposing 
the  case,  would  the  subject  be  debar- 
firom  representing   their  grjevances, 
desiring  redress  ? 

me  of  the  ministry  said,  that  though 

Bill  of  Rights  gave  a  power  to  peti- 

yet,  virtually,  this  power  must  be 

sed  to  extend  only  to  what  is  in  the 

diate  power  of  the  King  to  grant,  and 

to  such  high  matters  as  dissolution  of 

laments,  which  was  a  step  the  crown 

*  not  take,  but  by  the  advice  of  the 

council,  and  that  no  minister  durst 

such  a  measure  with  safety  to  his 

was  answered.  That  the  right  of  peti- 
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tioning  by  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  unlimit« 
ed,  and  derived  from  the  old  system  of  our 
ancestors,  who  (in  parliament,  the  repre- 
senting power  of  the  kingdom)  were  used 
to  petition  the  king  for  any  law  or  regula- 
tion they  found  necessary ;  and  if  the 
king  gave  a  favourable  answer  to  the  pe- 
tition, it  was  the  business  of  the  judges  to 
frame  a  law  on  such  petition ;  that  such 
right  to  the  people  had  continued  to  the 
lime  of  Charles  %  who  passed  some  laws 
against  tumultuous  petitioning,  which  laws 
were  even  declaratory  of  the  people's 
rights;  but  being  further  infringed  by 
James  2,  it  became  one  of  the  articles 
against  him,  for  which  he  was  decl&red  to 
have  abdicated. 

The  ministry  said.  That  an  affair  of  this 
nature  ought  to  be.  punished,  to  vindicate 
the  honour  of  the  King,  which  was  hurt 
by  being  used  in  a  disrespectful  manner, 
by  any  of  his  subjects ;  that  the  constitu- 
tion was  impaired  by  the  demand,  and 
that  the  higher  the  body  so  offending,  the 
greater  ought  to  be  the  censure.  Indeed, 
the  observation  in  the  Remonstrance  could 
not  be  vindicated,  which  says  this  is  no 
parliament,  because  it  undoubtedly  is,  de 
/oc^i,  -  a  parliament ;  but  whether  so,  de 
jure^  must  be  left  to  the  decision  of  the 
next  parliament.  The  right  to  petition  is 
no  right,  if  punishable ;  it  is  also  of  use  to 
the  crown,  as  it  prevents  rebellions,  which 
would  shew  themselves  in  the  first  in- 
stance, if  there  was  not  immediate  steps  to 
be  taken.  >  James  2  punished  the  bistiops 
for  petitioning,  for  which  reason  the  whole 
people,  smothering  their  griefs,  unani-^ 
mously  rebelled  against  him  before  he  could 
be  persuaded  they  were  satisfied.  The 
dignity  of  the  cVown  is  best  preserved  by 
the  laws,  and  the  respect  due  to  it,  by  t(ie 
rectitude  and  popularity  of  its  measures* 
In  the  course  of  thb  debate, 

Mr.  Dunning  spoke  on  the  side  of  the 
minority.  His  speech,  which  continued 
near  an  hour  and  a  half,  was  one  of  the 
finest  pieces  of  argument  and  eloquence 
ever  heard  in  the  House.  He  said,  that 
the  House  could  proceed  against  a  person 
for  improper  advice,  which  the  courts  of 
law  could  not. 

Serjeant  Glynn  was  of  another  opinion, 
and  said,  that  if  *those  who  presented  the 
Remonstrance  were  not  punishable  at 
common  law,  they  were  not  criminal ;  and 
if  not  criminal,  ought  not  to  be  censured. 

Lord  Palmeriton   obfonred,  that  the 
[3M] 
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Bemonstrance,  though  it  might  be  called 
a  corporate  act  in  law,  it  could  not  in 
common  sense  be  called  an  act  of  the 
great  and  commercial  city  of  London. 

Lord  Barrington  said,  it  was  so  far  from 
being  an  act  of  the  city  of  London,  that  it 
could  not  properly  be  said  to  be  the  act  of 
the  poor  people  to  whom  it  was  once  read, 
but  of  a  set  of  Catilines  only,  who  had  no 
view  but  to  draw  all  men  from  law  and 
allegiance. 

Mr.  Bedford^  the  lord  mayor,  was 
fttung  by  this  keen  reproach,  and  to  recri- 
minate, said,  that  there  were  people  out.  of 
the  city,  who  were  ready  to  cut  throats, 
and  had  an  army  at  hand  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Satvbridge  also  felt  himself  wounded, 
and  said,  he  knew  of  no  conspirators  but 
those  who  received  the  public  revenues. 
To  which  it  was  replied,  That  to  share  the 
public  revenue,  had  always  hitherto  ap- 
peared to  be  the  great  object  of  opposition, 
and  thus  the  expressions  of  envy  that  in- 
voluntarily Escaped  the  gentlemen  in  the 
S resent  opposition,  were  sufficient  evi- 
ences  of  the  cause  of  their  discontent, 
and  the  object  of  their  pursuit.. 

At  half  past  two  in  the  morning,  the 
House  diviaed.    The  Noes  went  forth, 

Tellera. 

^*^®  1  Sir  John  Wrottesley    \^^* 

Noes  1^*^- ^^^"^    "     "     "     t  127 
^^^®  JMr.  Whateley  -    -    §  ^^* 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

March  20.  Sir  Thomas  Clavering 
moved  an  Addriess  to  the  Kin^  on  the 
Remonstrance.  In  this  debate  it  was  ge- 
nerally agreed,  that  the  Remonstrance  was 
expressed  in  improper  terms ;  but  it  was 
6aid  by  the  gentlemen  in  opposition,  that 
no  body  of  men  was  competent  to  pass  a 
censure  on  those  who  accused  them. 

Mr.  Rigbi^  observed,  that  when  the 
Remonstrance  was  agreed  to,  the  word 
Petition  was  not  inserted,  but  that  some- 
body wiser  than  the  rest,  suggested  the 
word  as  necessary  to  put  it  under  shelter 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights ;  he  also  observed, 
that  if  the  word  Address  had  not  been  in- 
•erted  as  well  as  the  word  Petition,  the 
paper  would  have  received  no  answer. 

After  some  farther  debate,  lord  John 
Cavendish  moved  to  adjourn,  and  the 
question  being  put  the  House  divided. 
The  Noes  went  forth. 


Yeas 


Tellers. 
Mr.  Nicholson  Calvert  1 


^ 


Mr.  Pulteney      •    '    J 

Noes  J  ^^- ^""^'-^    "     '    '    W 
^^^^  JMr.  Dundas  .    -    -    J^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  main  question  being  put,  wa|. 

agreed  to. 

March  21.  The  Address  was  reported 
and  agreed  to ;  and  it  was  moved  to  desra 
a  Conference  with  the  Lords,  to  desire 
their  concurrence.  The  objection  takeik 
to  this  was,  That  if  the  Lords  should  &» 
cur,  it  would  preclude  them  from  heviog 
any  impeachinent  on  that  head,  as  thej 
would  not  be  competent  judges  ia  a  casei 
they  had  already  decided.  The  ministij 
was  very  tender  on  that  head,  giving  do 
determinate  answer,  whether  an  impoch* 
ment  was  intended  or  not. 

Sir  George  Saville  said,  ironicallj,  thik 
he  was  eurprized  the  objection  should  be 
made,  though  now  we  were  as  well  tsa^ 
our  business  as  any  hunter  at  the  tar. 
We  had  begun  by  small  leaps  at  the  con- 
stitution, but,  by  a  regular  system,  ve 
had  been  drawn  from  lesser  to  greater; 
that  now  he  questioned,  whether  staodiig 
or  flying,  there  was  any  thing  we  durst 
not  leap :  that  the  House  of  Lords,  if  ihfff 
concurred  in  the  Address,  would  be  m 
much  better  judges  for  our  purpose;  ■ 
who  would  hot  wish  to  have  his  cause  tried 
by  judges,  of  whose  determination  io  oor 
favour  we' had  so  good  reason  to  expect? 

The  motion  for  the  Conference  vai 
then  agreed  to. 

Address  of  both  Houses  to  the  King  o> 
the  City  Remonstrance.^  March  2£ 
The  Lords  agreed  po  the  Address,  which 
was  presented  to  the  King,  and  is  as&l' 
lows: 

**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

**  We,  your  Majesty's  most  douTul  ui 
faitliful  subjects,  &e  Lord?  spiritoal  apd 
temporal,  and  Commons  of  Great  BiitaiD, 
in  parliament  assembled,  having  taken 
into  consideration  the  Address  lately  pit- 
sented  to  your  Majesty,  under  the  titfe  rf 
The  humble  Address,  Remonstrance,  aod 
Petition  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
livery  of  the  city  of  London,  in  commeB 
hall  assembled,  together  with  the  Ansi^ 
which  your  Majesty  was  pleased  to  oaj* 
to  the  same,  think  ouraelves  indispensahif 
obliged  upon  this  occasion  to  expre*^ 
your  Majesty  the  extreme  conotfB  tt<* 
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iDdigDation  which  we  feel,  at  finding  that 
an  application  has  been  made  to  your  Ma- 
jesty in  terms  so  little  corresponding  with 
that  grateful  and  affectionate  respect 
which  your  Majesty  is  so  justly  entitled 
to  from  all  your  subjects ;  at  the  same 
time  aspersing  and  calumniating  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  legislature,  and  ex- 
pressly denying  the  legality  of  the  present 
parliament,  and  the  validity  of  its  prb- 
oeedings. 

<<  To  present  Petitions  to  the  throne  has 
at  all  tmies  been  the  undoubted  right  of 
the  subjects  of  this  realm :  the  free  enjoy- 
ment of  that  right  was  one  of  the  many 
blessings  resto.r^  by  the  Revolution,  and 
continued  to  us  in  its  fullest  extent  under 
the  princes  of  your  Mf^esty's  illustrious 
House ;  and  as  we  are  duly  sensible  of  its 
value  and  importance,  it  is  with  the  deepest 
cracem  that  t<«er now  see  the  exercise  of  it 
so  grossly  perrerted  by  being  applied  to 
the  purpose,  not  of  preserving,  but  of  over- 
taming  the  constitution,  and  of  propa- 
gating doctrines  which,  if  generally  adopt- 
ed, must  be  fatal  to  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom, and  which  tend  to  the  subversion  of 
all  lawful  authority. 

''  Your  Majesty,  we  acknowledge  with 
gratitude,  has  ever  shewn  the  most  tender 
regard  to  the  rights  of  your  people,  not 
only  in  the  exercise  of  your  own  power, 
but  in  your  care  to  preserve  from  every 
degree  of  infringement  or  violation  the 
iMwers  intrusted  to  others.  And  we  beg 
leave  to  return  jronr  Majesty  our  unfeign- 
ed thanks  for  the  fresh  proof  you  have  now 
given  us  of  your  determination  to  perse- 
vere in  your  adherence  to  the  principles  of 
ths  constitution. 

**  Pferaiit  us  also  to  assure  your  Majes- 
ty, that  it  is  with  the  highest  satisfaction 
we  see  your  Majesty  expressing  so  just  a 
tonfidence  in  your  people;  in  whatever 
Unjustifiable  excesses  some  few  misguided 
persons  may,  in  this  instance,  have  been 
iednced  to  join,  your  Majesty's  subjects  in 
general  are  too  sensil^e  of  what  they  owe 
both  to  your  Majesty  and  to  your  illus- 
trious family,  ever  to  be  capable  of  ap- 
|)roachtng  your  Majesty  with  any  other 
sentiments  than  those  of  the  most  entire 
respect  and  affection;  and  they  under- 
•tand  too  well  their  own  true  interests  to 
wish  to  loosen  the  bands  of  obedience  to 
the  laws  and  of  due  subordination  to  law- 
ful authority ;  we  are  therefore  fully  per- 
auaded  that  your  Majesty's  people*  as  well 
■s  your  parliament,  will  reject  with  dis- 
dtin  every  inaidioos  sij^gestion  of  those 
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ill-desi^ing  men,  who  are,  in  reality,  un« 
dermining  the  public  liberty  under  the  spe- 
cious pretence  of  zeal  for  its  preservation  ; 
and  that  your  Majesty's  attention  to  main- 
tain the  liberties  of  your  subjects  unvio- 
lated,  which  you  esteem  your  chief  glory, 
will,  upon  every  occasion,  prove  the  sure 
means  of  strength  to  your  Majesty,  and  se- 
cure to  you  that  zealous  and  effectual  sup- 
port which  none  but  a  free  people  can  be- 
stow." 

The  Kin^s  AnetoerJ]  His  Majesty  re- 
turned this  Answer : 

<<  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

**  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  this  yery 
loyal  and  dutiful  Address.  It  is  with 
great  satisfaction  that  I  receive  from  my 
parliament  so  grateful  an  acknowledgment 
of  my  tender  regavd  for  the  rights  of  my 
subjects.  Be  assured  that  I  shall  continue 
to  adhere  to  the  true  principles  of  our  ex- 
cellent constitution,  from  which  I  cannot 
deviate  without  justly  forfeiUng  the  affec- 
tions of  a  free  people." 

Debates  in  the  Cnmmons  on  Mr,  Gren* 
vUle*s  Bill  for  regulating  the  Trials  ofCon^ 
trwerted  Elections,*"]     February  M; 

Mr.  George  CrrenviUei'  rose  and  said : 

Sir ;  it  has  been  long  a  melancholy 

*  London  Ma(paztiie— London  Museum. 

\-  **  Betides  abolishing  tbst  sbamrfiil  mode 
of  trial,  in  which,  under  the  former  J udiimlnre 
for  decidinff  controverted  elections,  every  prin- 
ciple of  decency  and  justice  were  notoriously 
and  openly  prostituted,  (from  whence  the 
younger  part  of  the  Hoiwe  were  insensibly, 
hot  too  successfully,  induced  to  adnpt  the  same 
licentious  conduct  in  more  serious  matters,  and 
in  questions  of  higher  importance  to  the  pnMio 
welfare— an  evil,  which  by  Mr.  Grenville's  Act 
is  entirely  done  away)  it  cannot  but  be  an  ob- 
ject of  the  greatept  flatisfaction  to  every  person^ 
who  is  a  friend  to  this  conMitiition,  to  see  young 
men  of  the  first  rank  and  consideration  in  the 
country,  assiduously  attendinir,  for  fonr,  (tt&^ 
or  six  honra  in  a  mominsr,  to  the  bearinifof 
counsel  and  examination  of  evidence,  and  with 
Surest  pains  investiiratinff  the  real  merits  of  the 
cause  before  th«nTi :  and  to  know,  that  thefr 
decisions  npon  those  qne«tions  are  formed,  aOer 
several  days  hearinsr,  with  the  most  pure  and 
uprisfbt  intentions  to  determine  aceonlinsr  to  tli^ 
roles  of  law  and  justice,  is  a  protipect,  titat,  in 
every  liipht,  rannot  hut  Ite  pleftsinir  to  all,  who 
know  how  nnuch  the  freedom  of  this  constitM* 
tion,  and  in  that  the  future  happiness  of  this 
country,  depends  upon  the  spirit  and  character 
of  those  who  are  hereafter  to  be  called  forth, 
eitlier  tn  fill  the  i;reat  offices  of  the  state,  to 
give  advice  to  tbetr  soveieign  ia  matters  ef 
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£aet  in  the  proceedings  of  tin's  House,  that 
DO  regulation  existed  to  shorten  the  time 
of*  deciding  contested  elections,  and  to  stop 
the  fihameTul  nifinner  in  which  both  the 
petitioning  candidate,  and  the  person  ac-4 
tually  returned  endeavour  to  e&tablish  their 
pretensions  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

Sir,  instead  of  trusting  to  the  merits  of 
their  respective  causes,  the  principal  de- 
pendence of  both  parties,  is  their  private 
interest  among  us,  and  it  is'  scandalously 
notorious,  that  we  are  as  earnestly  can- 
vassed to  attend  in  favour  of  the  opposite 
aides,  as  if  we  were  wholly  self-elective, 
and  not  bound  to  act  by  the  principles  of 
justice,  but  the  discretionary  impulse  of 
our  own  inclinations ;  nay,  Sir,  it  is  well 
known,  that  in  every  contested  election 
many  members  of  this  House,  who  are  ul-* 


high  import  to  the  public  welfare,  or  (in  which 
Ihey  may  be  equally  useful)  to  maintain  such 
a  conduct  in  parliament,  as  thai,  by  their  wis- 
dom and  prudence,  and  rejiutation  with  the 
people,  they  may  preserve  mviolate  that  free 
constitution  which  was  established  at  the  Re- 
volution ;  and  which,  whilst  it  continues  uu- 
impaired  by  any  illegal  exertions  of  i>ower  on 
the-  part  of  the  .crown,  or  by  any  licemious 
abuses  of  liberty  on  the  part  of  tbe  people,  is  a 
blessing  that  Providence  has  never  yet  con- 
ferred on  any  other  people,  in  any  age,  or  in 
any  count ry.^^In  a  publication  m  1789,  of 
<  Extra-Offinial  State  Papers,'  by  William 
Knox,  esq.  late  under  secretary  of  state,  vol.  S, 
p.  41,  is  the  following  ac^unt  of  pari  of  a  con- 
versation^ which  tbe  editor  of  that  work* bad 
with  Mr.  Grenville,  at  Wootton,  upon  tbe  sub- 
ject of  Mr.  Grenville's  returning  into  office.— 

*  He  told  me,  that  he  found  bis  health  and 

*  spirits  very  much  declined ;  that  he  bad  given 

*  up  all  tbou^hlB  of  office,  and  did  not  wish  to 
'  take  any  active  part  in  public  business.    And 

*  indeed,  he  continued,  with  a  deep  sigh,  and 

*  puttini^  his  hand  upon  his  side,  I  am  no  longer 

*  capable  of  serving  the  public — My  health  and 

*  nirits  are  gone — The  <mly  thing  I  have  any 

*  intention  of  doing,  i$  to  endeavour  to  give 

*  some  check  to  the  abominable  prostitution  of 

*  the  Htmse  of  Commons  in  elections^  by  voting 
*for  whoever  has  the  support  of  the  minister, 

*  which  must  end  in  the  ruin  of  public  liberty, 
*ifit  be  not  checked.*  In  pursuance  f»f  this 
resolution,  Mr.  Grenville,  on  the  7th  of  March, 
1770,  proposed  his  plan  in  a  most  able  and 
eonvincing  speech.  The  Bill  received  the 
royal  aswnt  upon.the  12ib  of  April,  1770;  and 
Mr.  Grenville  died  on  ih^  13th  of  November 
followini^,  with  the  satisfaction  of  having 
completed  one  of  the  noblest  works,  for  th« 
honour  of  tbe  House  of  Cummons,  and  tbe 
security  of  the  constitution,  that  was  ever  de- 
viseil  by  any  minister  or  statesman."  Ha^ 
jrU'a  Precedento,  yoI.  S,  p.  ftO. 


timately  to  judge,  in  a  kind  of  judicial  ca- 
pacity, between  the  competitors,  enli^ 
themselves  as  parties  in  U)e<  contention, 
and  take  upon  themselves  the  partial  m&. 
nageroent  of  the  very  business  upon  which 
they  should  determine  with  the  strictest 
impartiality. 

liow  often,  for  instance.  Sir,  while  the 
merits  of  a  contested  election  have  beeo 
trying  within  these  walls,  have  the  benches 
been  almost  empty,  during  the  whole  »»• 
mination ;  but  the  moment  the  questioc 
approached,  how  have  you  seen  the  mem* 
bers  crowd  eagerly  to  their  seats,  and  thes 
confidently  pronounce  upon  a  subject,  ob 
which  they  had  not  heard  a  syllable,  but 
in  private  from  the  parties  themseive! 
This  is  not  aD,  Sir,  we  have  firequently  seea 
trials  of  strength  upon  some  previous  quts- 
tion  between  the  friends  of  the  sitting 
member,  and  the  friends  of  the  petitioner, 
and  we  have  also  frequently,  I  blush  vhiie 
I  declare  it,  seen  justice  sacrificed  to  noiE* 
bers,  and  oppression  exalted,  on  the  shoo)* 
dera  of  a  giddy  majority,  into  the  sacred 
chair  of  legislation.  This  is  a  grieruce 
of  an  alarming  magnitude,  and  I  propase 
to  offer  a  means  of  redress,  on  a  future 
dajy  to  the  consideration  of  this  House. 

March  7.    Mr.  George  Grenville  said : 

Sir ;  I  took  occasion  some  titoe  af» 
to  throw  out  my  sentiments  in  this  Hoose* 
on  the  present  very  defective  manner  of 
terminating  contested  elections,  vhid) 
chiefly  proceeds  from  the  extrBordiflarr 
number  of  judges,  and  tlie  general  coon- 
tenance  which  private  friencbhip,  or  ptftt 
connexion  receives  from  the  meroben  ot 
this  House,  in  opposition  to  the  priociplef 
of  equity.  There  is  not  a  judicature  i& 
the  world,  Sir,  so  numerous  as  this,  ao^ 
the  instances  of  partiality  are  not  onlj  ^ 
frequent  in  cases  of  elections!  dispute,  b'i 
the  crime  ^of  partiality  is  divided,  as  gea- 
tlemen  imagine,  into  so  msny  shares,  thtf 
while  they  are  encouraged  by  the  forced 
example  to  oppose  the  sense  of  their  cod- 
viction,  they  look  upon  their  injustice » 
be  diminished  in  proportion  to  their  duo* 
bera,  and  each  at  last  supposes  his  psrt  a 
the  guilt  exceedingly  inconsiderable. 

For  my  part,  however.  Sir,  I  look  upoa 
the  decision  of  a  contested  election,  as » 
affair  of  the  utmost  importance ;  where  the 
privileges,  the  birth-nghts  of  the  peop^ 
are  immediately  at  stake,  it  behoved  ef err 
good  subject  to  be  cautious,  and  as  n 
murder  accessaries  by  the  voice  of  la^ are 
pronounced  princij^us^  I  hold  all  to  U 
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I  fffincipab  who  wreak  a  parricide, upon  the 
constitution. 

From  the  excessive  number  of  Judges 
[  in  this  House,  Sir,  upon  cases  of  contested 
I  eiectioD,  from  the  tediousness  of   many 
I  csMS^  and  from  the  discretionary  power  of 
[  ^Dtlemeny  neither  upon  their  oath,  nor 
\  their  honour,  to  decide  as  they  are  prompt- 
j  ed  by  the  bias  of  a  secret  inclination,  we 
f  lave  tor  a  long  time  beheld  the  suffrages 
:  of  the  people  wantonly  sported  with,  not 
:  onlj  by  ministers,  but  by  the  avowed  de- 
Jbxlers  of  public  liberty. «  That  the  pre- 
;ient  mode  of  trial  is  not  warranted  by  the 
=«ntient  usage  of  parliament,  is  well  known 
:  lo  every  member  conversant  with  our  his- 
ytory ;  for  even  at  so  recent  a  period  as  the 
Revolution,  triers  were  particularly  ap- 
•pointed  to  determine  on  the  merit  of  pe- 
titioos;   and  these  triers  generally  con* 
rvsted  of  the  most  illustrious  personages  in 
.  tte  upper  House  of  parliament ;  but  gra- 
doallv,  to  give  their  decisions  a  greater 
air  of  solemnity,  the  whole  House  attend- 
ed, though  the  triers  were  usually  guided 
.  in  their  opinf&n  by  the  law  lords.    In  this 
^floiue  comniitt:ee8  were  constantly  chosen 
<o  examine  into  elections ;  and  m  1672, 
r  the  chancellor,  having  claimed  the  right 
of  determining  contested  elections,  the 
^Commons  orc^red  a  committee  of  two 
^tuodred  for  that  purpose,  and  resoWed 
;lhat  all  who  Attended    this    committee 
•  Aoold  have  voices.    The  establishment  of 
-  tommittees  has  continued  ever  since ;  but 
Coring  the  time  that  the  late  Mr.  Onslow 
^picMded  in  that  chair,  the  admirable  order 
with  which  he  conducted  business,  as  well 
,  ti  tome  irfegularities  which  took  place 
in  the  committees,  induced  such  as  wished 
ifcr  a  candid  trkl  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of 
Ihe  House. 

In  the  Bill,  Sir,  which  I  shall  move  to 
^  bring  in  for  the  removal  of  the  grievance 
ikre  submitted  to  your  consideration,  I 
;  Ml  as  much  as  possible  regulate  my  idea 
.^  the  constitutional  idea  of  juries.  I 
ntll  move  that  when  a  petition  comes  be- 
fcre  OS,  a  day  may  be  set  apart  for  en- 
<|uinng  into  ita  merits;  that  both  parties 
!^U  have  their  witnesses  ready  against 
^ii  day,  and  that  on  the  appointed  time, 
one  hundred  members  at  lea«t  being  pre- 
Mnt,  their  namea  shall  be  written  on  small 

rces  of  paper,  rolled  up,  and  deposited 
six  urns :  when  this  is  done,  I  propose 
^  an  officer,  the  clerk  tor  example, 
*ball  alternately  draw  a  name  from  each 
tiD  to  the  number  of  twentv-five,  as  a  jury 
ta  tiy  the  caiaae^  after  tyeae  25  namea 


are  drawn,  the  petitioner,  and  the  Atting 
member  shall  each  strike  six  from  the 
number,  and  the  remaining  thirteen,  with 
the  addition  of  one,  at  the  discretionary 
nomination  of  each  party,  in  the  whol« 
fifteen,  shall  take  an  oath  similar  to  the 
juryman's,  examine  witnesses  upon  oath, 
proceed  within  twenty-four  hours  to  the 
determination  of  the  case,  and  their  de» 
termination  shall  be  final,  unless  any  doubt 
occurs  about  the  rights  of  the  constituents ; 
if  that  should  happen  they  must  refer  the 
matter  to  the  opinion  of  the  House;  and 
to  secure  the  attendance  of  one  hundred, 
members  on  the  day  set  apart  for  elec- 
tional  decisions,  I  shalV expressly  provide 
that  all  other  business  ma^  be  postponed 
till  the  necessary  number  is  convened  for 
this  particular  purpose. 

Besides  these  provisions,  Sir,  it  will  be 
proper  to  provide  that  no  member  above 
the  age  of  sixty  shall  be  liable  to  be  drawn; 
that  no  member  who  is  drawn  upon  one 
trial  shall  be  compelled  to  serve  on  ano- 
ther; that  the  cause  shall  be  publicij 
heard,  but  privately  determined ;  that 
sherifi  or  witnesses  prevaricating,  be 
amenable  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  House^ 
and  if  guilty  of  perjury  be  prosecuted  by 
the  common  law :  if  one  of  the  parlia- 
mentary jurors  should  fall  sick, :  the  trial 
may  nevertheless  continue  while  there  are 
thirteen  remaining  to  attend  it;  if  any 
shall  absent  himself,  he  is  to  be  punished 
by  the  House;  the  chairman  is  to  be 
cnosen  by  a  majority  of  voices,  and  a 
majority  of  voices  also  is  to  determine 
between  the  sitting  member  and  the  pe» 
titioner. 

Such,  Sir,  is  the  outlme  of  the  Bill  by 
which  I  mean  to  remove  the  numberless 
evils  resulting  not  only  to  the  parties,  but 
the  community,  in  the  present  mode  of 
deciding  upon  electional  contests ;  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  House  I  now  submit  my 
sentiments,  and  have  only  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  regulating  the 
Proceedings  of  this  House  on  controverted 
Elections. 

Ordered,  nem,  eon*  That  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  Trials  of 
controverted  Elections,  or  returns  of  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  parliament :  and  that  Mr. 
Grenville,  thcT  marquis  of  Granby,  Mr. 
Wedderbum,  Mr.  Whately,  Mr.  Dowdes- 
well,  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Pownall^ 
Mr.  Thomas  Townshend,  jun.  Mr.  Burke, 
and  Mr.  Mackworth,  do  prepare,  and 
bring  in,  the  same.  The  Bill  waa  accord- 
iiigly  brought  in  an  the  ISth. 
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leave  to  read  as  a  part  of  bis  speech  te 
coUectioQ  which  he  had  mide  of  tbow 
sentionents  from  the  debates  of  parliaoeBt; 
and  read  some  so  well  selected  as  nidi 
great  impressioD. 


107] 

March  21*  The  House  went  into  a 
committee  upon  the  Bill.  On  reading  (be 
preamble. 


Mr.  Righi/  commenced  a  general  oppo- 
sition to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  to 
the  mode  of  the  remedy  proposed  therein, 
reserving  to  himself  his  particular  oppo- 
aition  to  the  regulations  contained  therein 
when  the  Bill  should  be  read  clause  by 
clause.  He  joined  issue  with  the  proposers 
of  the  Bill,  that  the  evil  arising  from  the 
'  present  mode  of  trying  controverted  elec- 
tions required  some  remedy,  and  said,  that 
this  opinion  was  not  now  first  started: 
many  members  in  times  past,  on  many 
occasions,  had  expressed  rather  their 
wish,  than  their  hope,  of  finding  some  re- 
medy for  this  evil ;  that  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  remedy  proposed  by  this  Bill, 
would  not  prove  effectual,  was  a  very 
doubtful  and  dangerous  experiment,  so 
far  as  it  was  an  essential  alteration  of  the 
constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
That  the  House  never  did  nor  could  dele- 

fate  the  wliole  of  its  power  to  a  committee, 
y  giving  such  committee  [)ower  to  come 
to  a  final  determination,  which  he  said  was 
confessed  to  be  the  case,  wihen  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  new  sort  of  committee 
was  proposed  to  be  made  by  act  of  par- 
liament. That  the  House  not  having 
power  to  administer  an  oath,  was  also  a 
reason  why  this  must  be  done  by  act  of 
parliament ;  that  the  select  committees 
acting  upon  oath  also  required  an  act  of 
parliament.  That  he  not  only  disap- 
proved the  measure,  which  reduced  the 
House  to  the  necessity  of  altering  its 
powers  and  proceedings  in  those  judicial 
matters,  in  which  it  ought  to  be  independ- 
ent of  the  other  branches  of  the  legislature, 
2>ut  also  as  it  brought  on  a  necessity  of 
doing  it  by  the  aid,  and  with  the  consent 
of  those  other  branches.  He  thought  the 
additional  sanction  of  the  oath,  if  men  were 
now  so  abandoned  as  to  have  no  tie  upon 
their  honour,  would,  like  oaths  of  office, 
and  Custom-house  oaths,  soon  fall  into 
mere  matter  of  form,  and  lose  all  sanction, 
imd  so  make  bad  worse. 

Captain  Phipps^  with  great  judgment 
and  propriety,  m  a  manner  that  struck  the 
committee,  said,  that  as  he  was  a  young 
oun  and  a  young  member,  he  should  not 
upon  a  proposition  of  so  great  importance, 
pve  bis  own  sentiments,  but  as  he  had 
.  formed  his  own  opinion  upon  the  sentt«> 
ments  of  some  of  the  greatest  men  that 
ever  sat  in  UuH  House,  ho  would  b^ 


Lord  Clare  then  spoke  to  the  great  w- 
cessity  of  a  remedy,  and  to  the  proprietr 
of  the  remedy  as  proposed,  bat  sogeested 
some  objections,  whicn  he  said,  he  MtA 
see  how  to  obviate  in  some  of  the  particn* 
lar  regulations.  As  for  instance,  b  tk 
Select  Committee'sreporting  itsdetenninii 
tion  as  a  final  judgment  as  to  the  seat,  wbill 
all  their  other  resolutions  were  to  be  d»i 
termined  finally  bv  the  House.  He  didi4 
see  how  the  resolutions  of  the  6nal  det» 
mination  could  be  separated  frominiab 
mediate  ones,  which  led  to  that  detenai* 
nation. 

Mr.  Rice  spoke  strongly  in  favour  of  dn 
Bill,  but  reserved,  himself  upon  the  (sr* 
ticular  regulatibnSy  as  each  clause  wA 
be  read. 

Mr.  OrewoiUe  said,  that  having  befoi^ 
on  the  proposing  the  Bill,  spoken  bo  Aif 
to  the  necessity  of  sonae  remedy,  lod  it 
the  conmatting  the  Bill,  so  particdsrlf  ii 
t^  nature  ef  this  remedy  proposed,  kt 
should  not  detain  the  conumttee  with  t^ 
petitions;  but  observed,  that  if  thismA 
now  proposed '  was  not  agreeable  to  Al 
standing  law  of  parliaoMnt,  it  irsi  Ji^ 
agreeable  and  conformable  to  the  ^ 
and  end  of  tt.  That  if  it  was  to  be  as  oh> 
jeotion  to  a  Bill,  that  it  proposed  loa^ 
things  new,  and  some  alteration  in  Al' 
usage  and  established  mode  of  proeeete 
that  then  no  remedial  laws  proposiB|V' 
terations  in  modes  which  were8tleii|p 
found  inconvenient,  or  proposing  reDe««^ 
to  evils  arising  from  established  nd^ 
court  and  law  which  no  longer  prodoorf 
the  end  proposed,  but  on  the  oontn^ 
were  productive  of  dangerous  mwAm 
could  ever  be  admitted.  He  shewed!^ 
this  mode  of  a  select  committee  ^^ 
agreeable  and  conformM>le  to  the  tfi^f 
the  constitution,  to  the  rule  of  all  our  J^ 
dicial  proceedings,  to  the  ancient  <>*^^ 
parliament,  and  to  the  establishment  ottf^ 

committee  of  privileges  itself,  wWcb  •• 
originally  a  select  committee,  and  ai*>f 
from  the  nature  of  its  institutioo  » 
meant  to  be ;  but  frwn  a  bad  defiaUii 
from  this  institution  it  was  by  ^^^^'^^JT 
larged  to  greater  and  greater  nombe* 
until  it  became  ridiculous  to  conadcrit* 
a  select  committee,  and  a  vote  tl  |^ 
passed,  thatiOl  whe  onae  to  it  »>«ii* 
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jurisdiction,  but  that  the  doing  it  by  act  of 
parliament  was  still  more  dangerous.  That 
tins  doing  it  by  an  act,  so  far  as  it  had  a 
tendency  to  reader  the  House  of  Commons 


itTe  Toicesy  from  which  time  might  be 
Isted  the  abuses  every,  day  more  and  more 
ompiaioed  of.  That  he  acknowledged 
bat  the  proposal  in  this  Bill,  of  makmg 
be  determination  of  the  committee  fin^ 
Fithout  the  confirmation  of  the  House, 
ras  new,  and  perhaps  not  to  be  found  in 
Dj  precedent  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
louse,  yet  the  nature  of  the  evil  pointed 
at  the  necessity  of  this  alteration ;  for 
bis  very  reason,  that  the  House  at  large 
mhi  not  have  any  thing  to  do  in  thd  de- 
Won,  to  which  it  always  proceeded,  in  a 
Mnner  so  justly  complained  of  to  the 
hame  of  the  House,  by  all  without  doors, 
bd  gave  such  scandal  to  the  whole  world, 
[hat  there  was  no  method  of  curing  this 
pril  but  by  removing  the  trial  from  a  court 
litt  was  thin  to  hear  and  full  to  judge ; 
hmi  a  court,    the   members  of  which 

Coly  avowed  that  they  decided  not  on 
merits  of  justice,  but  as  their  engage- 
ients  stood :  and  by  deferring  the  near- 
bg,  and  final  judgment  also,  to  a  court 
putting  of  a  few  members  responsible 
{br  their  conduct,  and  acting  under  the 

rtion  of  an  oath.  That  this  situation 
exactly  that  of  a  jury ;  that  whatever 
jBght  be  now  tlie  degree  of  profligacy  and 
Mmrupdon  in  the  world  at  large,  yet  juries, 
kejr  proceedings  and  verdicts,  still  re- 
Mined  unimpe-ached.  That  in  the  same 
Moner  as  this  trying  by  a  jury  was  by  our 
br  considered  as  trying  by  the  whole 
MKinty,  so  the  hearing  and  determining  by 
Ui  select  committee  taken  out  of  the 
Boose,  was  in  like  manner  a  trial  by  the 
pbole  House.  He  then  spoke  in  general 
Bijdanation  of  the  several  regidations 
|toposed  in  the  forming  of  this  committee, 
indalso  those  proposed  for  its  proceedings, 
kMenring  to  himself  to  speak  particularly 
M  each  as  the  Bill  was  read  clause  by 

'Mr.  Dyson  objected  to  the  whole  of  the 
Ktt  as  now  offered,  to  its  principle,  and  to 
fee  mode  proposed  by  it,  and  Uierefore 
■id  in  his  claim  to  make  those  objections 
taore  fully  at  the  proper  time,  doing  at  pre- 
^t  what  he  thought  fair  and  candid, 
jkrowing  out  the  ground  of  his  objections, 
h>th  in  eeneral  and  in  particular.  He 
■Ejected  first,  that  as  the  mode  was  novel, 
eootrary  to  the  usage  of  parliament,  and 
Aeonsistent  with  the  constitution  thereof, 
^  House  by  coming  into  such  a  pro- 
P<^  of  establishing  a  committee,  which 
•^  to  decide  independent  of  Uie  ludg- 
*tt>t  of  the  House,  did  not  only  divest 
">^ef  the  pomera  essential  to  it  aod  its 


dependent  on  the  other  branches  of  the 
legislature  in  the  exercise  of  its  judicial 
powers,  and  particularly  in  matters  of  its 
own  exclusive  rights  and  privileges,  had  a 
direct  tendency  to  destroy  the  balance  of 
power  between  the  several  branches  of 
parliament,  and  must  so  far  obstruct  the 
freedom  and  even  existence  of  parliament ; 
that  therefore  if  he  could  see  removedf 
the  insurmountable  objections,  which  lay 
in  the  way  of  the  mode  of  the  proposal,  he 
could  yet  never  give  his  consent  to  the 
doing  it  by  act  of  parliament.  That  he 
disapproved  the  several  regulations  pro- 
posed, some  as  impracticable,  others  as  in- 
efficient ;  he  thought  the  various  regula- 
tions, prescribed  for  the  forming  the  com- 
mittee 89  proposed  in  the  Bill,  intricate  and 
impracticable,  and  gave  his  reasons  in  the 
particular  discussion  of  each:  he  said 
further,  that  he  thought  that  partiality  i 
might  creep  into  this  conamittee  equally 
as  well  as  in  the  House  at  large,  especially 
by  means  of  the  two  additional  members 
to  be  nominated  by  the  parties.  He  was 
apprehensive  that  some  of  thesaregulations 
might  draw  into  dangerous  consequences, 
which  the  House  was  no  longer  at  liberty, 
or  had  the  power  to  remedy,  when'  it 
should  once  thus  have  delegated  Its  judicial 
power  to  a  court,  to  be  formed  by  act  of 
parliament. 

Mr.  Dunning  answered  the  objections 
made  to  the  intricacy  and  impracticability ; 
he  said  that  the  most  easy  and  natural 
movements  or  actions,  when  they  came  to 
be  described  in  words,  might  appear  per- 
plexed and  intricate,  and  wouKi  require 
such  an  unravelling  detail  of  description  as 
might  make  those  appear  impracticable 
which,  it  was  notorious,  were  the  common 
movements  of  every  moment.  He  justi- 
fied every  proposed  regulation  from  the 
analogy  of  our  courts  of  law,  and  shewed 
that  the  improvements  proposed  in  the 
Bin  arose  in  like  manner  trom  the  evil 
which  called  for  the  special  remedy,  ex- 
actly in  the  same  manner  as  new  regula- 
tions, and  even  alterations,  had  been  made 
in  the  establishment  of  our  courts,  in  the 
modes  of  trial,  and  even  in  the  formation 
and  frame  of  juries  themselves.  He 
shewed  how  the  evil  was  special,  that  this 
proposal  was  a  remedy  specially  suited  to 
It,  and  that  an  act  of  parliament  was  the 
oaly  way  to  establish- it,  and  by  establish- 
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iDg  ity  to  efitablifih  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  House^  which  had  been  already  too 
much  committed  and  hazarded,  by  resting 
on  the  authority  of  its  own  ex-parte  resolu- 
tions. 

Lord  North  laid  in  his  claim  to  object  to 
the  whole  of  the  Bill^  if,  upon  report, 
those  particular  objections  which  then  ap- 
peared to  it,-  were  not^  or  could  not,  be 
removed ;  but  said,  he  should  not  oppose 
its  going  through  the  Committee. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  clause  by  clause, 
and  many  interlocutory  debates  ^rose 
thereon.  The  objections  made  by  lord 
Clare,  Mr.  Rigby,  and  Mr.  Dyson,  to  the 
power  of  challenging,  for  cause,  were 
found  well  grounded,  and  admitted  as  such, 
and  the  clause  standing  in  the  Bill  for  that 
purpose  was  agreed  to  be  left  out.  When 
that  clause  was  read  which  enacts  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  persons  to  be  named  by 
the  petitioners  or  their  agents,  to  be  added 
to  those  who' are  chosen  by  lot, 

Mr.  Potvnall  rose  and  said,  as  some  very 
particular  exceptions  had  been  taken,  and 
aome  objections  made  to  this  part  of  the 
plan ;  and  as  he  found  himself  more  par- 
ticularly concerned  to  explain  and  deiend 
this  part  of  the  Bill,  he  begged  the  indul- 
gence of  the  committee  to  permit  him  to 
say  a  few  words  on  this  point,  it  being 
now  the  proper  time  and  place  to  obviate 
those  objections.    He  saia,  when  he  con- 
sidered this  as  establishing  a  mode  of  trial 
as  similar  to  that  by  a  jury,  as  could  possi- 
bly be  adopted  in  the  cas6,  one  very  ma- 
terial difference  struck  him,  which  might 
have  created  an  essential  defect  in  the 
measure.    A  jury  taken  from  the  body  of 
the  country  (as  this  committee  was  taken 
from  the  body  of  the  Ht)use),  although  it 
might  consist  of  men  uninformed  in  busi- 
ness,  unknowing  in  points  of  law,  were 
yet  assisted  by  the  judges  learned  in  the 
law,  who  presided  at  trials  for  that  very 
purpose.    This  committee  might  happen 
to  be  formed  of  young  men  and  young 
members,  who  finding  themselves  unac- 
quainted with  such  transactions,  would  be 
totally  at  a  loss,  and  in  consequence  there- 
of, in  the  hands  of  clerks,  agents,  and  law- 
yers. -  The  committee  might  consist  of 
members  uninformed  in  the  operation  of 
the  laws  of  election,  and  of  the  proceedings 
of  this  House  thereupon.    Nay,  were  they 
even  such  as  had  a  general  parliamentary 
knowledge  in  these  matters,  yet  the  pecu- 
liar local  rights,  and  special  process  of  spe- 
cial  cases,  might  require  a  more  parti- 
cular and  special  acquaintance  with  the 
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>  particular     proceedings.      The  peculiar 
modes  of  proceedings,  and  local  rlghb,in 
Scotland,  would  prove  to  be  a  subject  of 
which  the  best  practical  member  of  par- 
liament might  be  uninformed.    The  asbi>. 
tance  therefore,  in  such  cases,  of  penont 
having  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  matter, 
must  be  a  thing  certainly  to  be  wished  by 
those  who  desired  to  see  an  equal  judg- 
ment. *  Yet,    as    the    committee  stands 
formed  by  the  lot,  there  may  be  no  sod 
assi:>tance,  thjy  cannot  refer  the  matter  to 
nor  consult  the  House,  such  appeal  would 
totally  defeat  the  whole  measure,  by  throv- 
ing  the  judgment  into  the  old,  now  repr>> 
bated,  mode  of  decision.    Our  constitu- 
tion admits  not,  indeed,  the  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding used  in  the  Civil  law ;  yet  there 
are   instances  wherein  it  hath,  in  vm 
measure,  improved  its  own  modes  by  copj- 
ing  from  the  wisdom  of  that.    The  deti^ 
in  this  very  case  is  here  proposed  to  be 
remedied  by  adopting  a  regulation  of  t!i£ 
civil  law  in  cases  of  ufie  like  predicameiiL 
That  law,  where  it  might  so  happen  that  i 
judge  should  be  unknowing,  or  uninforad 
of  the  particular  laws  by  which  the  parti- 
cular case  was  to  be  decided,  called  io  iyt 
aid  and  assistance  of  an  assessor  learned  b 
such  law,  which  assessor,  although  espe- 
cially appointed  to  that  special  case,  vt> 
still  equally  guarded  in  every  line  of  secu- 
rity which  the    law   could   prescribe  or 
direct,  against  all  predilection  or  prejudg- 
ment.  'In  like  manner,  although  the  oer- 
sons  here  nominated,  are  so  nobioated  by 
the  parties  in  the  cause,  yet  they  are  cc: 
named  as  parties,  but  become  undbtic- 
guished  parts  of  the  same  jury,  are  bouiii 
by  the  same  sanctions,  are  as  such  swor^ 
to  de  impartial  justice.     Nay,  the  ve7 
naming  of  them  m  this  manner  sets  theai 
in  a  more  responsible  situation,  pled^ts 
more  strictly    their  honour,  and  plac6 
them  more  marked  in  the  eyes  o\  la^- 
This  marked  situation  creates  stronger  aad 

more  efficient  motives  to  the  justice  ai^i 
honour  of  their  conduct ;  for  so  mucti 
more  as  they  stand  under  the  idea  of  ^ 
friends  of  this  or  that  party,  so  much  tbe 
more  scrupulously  (acting  under  oath) 
will  they  be  found  to  form  the  line  of  their 
judgment.  As  therefore  the  nature  of  the 
case  calls  for  such  aid;  as  the  examples  i^ 
the  wisest  states  give  sanction  to  this  mode 
of  assessors ;  and  as  there  cannot  be  ar.y 
danger  in  such,  rightlyunderstood,  I  should 

hope  all  objections  to  this  part  would  ceas^t 
and  that  this  would  be  received  and 
agreed  to. 
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When  the  Bill  had  adTUiced  in  reading 

0  the  daiue  that  enacts^  that  the  deter- 
lination  of  the  committee  should  be  final, 

Mr.  Dyion  made  hia  objection  to  that 
lause,  as  containing  matter  which  the 
Io^i^e  could  never  pass,  as  it  could  never 
)  far  divest  itself  of  its  essential  constitu- 
onal  jurisdiction,  as  to  delegate  its  whole 
(met  without  reference  or  controul,  or 
ven  the  power  of  coi>firmatioD  being  left 

1  it.  That  this  would  not  be  establishing 
committee,  which  was  in  the  nature  of  it 
dependent,  oartial,  temporary  creature, 
cting  under  tne  direction^  and  existing  at 
ie  will  of,  the  House  which  created  it,  for 
le  very  purpose  of  reporting  to  its  con- 
ituent ;  but  would  be  to  est&lish  a  court 
nknowB  to  our  constitution.  That  a 
louse  of  Parliament  never  did  or  could 
itablish  such  a  committee,  and  that  the 
oing  it  by  act  of  parliament  was  uncon- 
titutionat,  so  far  as  it  broke  in  upon  the 
ights  and  privileees  which  each  brafich  of 
lie  legislature  hdd,  and  ought  to  enjoy,  of 
I  own, right. 

Mr.  Potonail  said,  that  this  subject,  so 
IT  as  the  necessity  of  a  reform  was  the 
Toand  of  the  Bill  proposed,  had  been  in 
is  contemplation  ever  since  the  hearing  of 
be  first  controverted  election  which  he 
ad  attended.  That  he  had  considered 
be  effect  which  does,  and  ever  roust, 
idlow  from  our  present  manner  of  decid- 
Bg  on  these  matters.  That  he  had  con- 
ioered  the  contrary  e&ct  arising  fron^ 
be  mode  of  trial  by  jury.  That  even  in 
be  midst  of  the  most  luxurious,  unprin- 
ipled,  profligate  age,  even  in  the  very 
risis)  in  the  delirium  of  the  fever  of  party 
Ige,  juries  had  preserved  their  faith  ani^ 
looor.  That  he  had  observed  that  the 
louses  of  Parliament  themselves  had,  at 
ioies,  fallen  into  something  of  this  form, 
1  the  conimittees  to  which  they  had  en- 
nisted  the  power  of  enquiry,  hearing,  and 
letermining.  That,  by  combining  his 
ileas  of  a  juir^  and  of  a  committee  formed 
D  the  model  of  a  jury,  he  had  conceived 
^t  reflations  nearly  similar  to  the  pre- 
Mt  might  have  been  framed  on  the  old 
>rsaken  ground  of  trials  of  petitions ;  but 
m  so  far  from  thinking  any  such  plan 
racticable>  that  he  never  mentioned  it  but 
oafew  friends,  merely  as  a  speculation,  and 
id  not*even  hope  ever  to  hear  it  naentioned 
nthout  being  laughed  at,  until  the  great 
arliamentary  knowledge  of  the  right  hon. 
roposer  of  this  Bill,  supported  by  the 
uthority  and  influence  whicui his  character, 
iteemed  in  all  points,  does  give  to  every 
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thing  he  proposes,  brought  his  excellent 
plan  forward  ;  that  it  was  brought  forward 
with  a  degree  of  conviction  that  hath  ob- 
viated and  removed  every  objection  that 
can  be  made  to  it,  so  that  it  had  acquired, 
not  only  in  this  Committee,  but  m  the 
House,  a  majority  of  friends  who  had  ap^ 
proved  and  would  support  it.  fie  said 
that  he  had  intended  to  have  spoken  to  the 
general  plan,  tenor,  and  purport  of  thia 
proposal,  by  way  of  answer  to  the  several 
objections  made  to  it,  but  that  the  objec- 
tions made  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill  had 
been  so  fully  answered  by  many  so  much 
abler  advocates,  that  the  objections  made 
to  the  impracticableness  of  the  regulationa 
had  been  clearly  removed  upon  the  discus- 
sion of  each  clause ;  that  he  should  have 
contented  himself  with  giving  a  silent  vote, 
had  he  not  foupd  the  objection  so  much 
insisted  on  that  the  principle  of  this  Bill 
was  novel,  and  that  the  mode  proposed,  of 
forming  by  an  act  of  the  whole  parliament 
a  select  committee  of  one  of  the  housef 
of  parliament,  was  unconstitutional,  and  of 
dangerous  practice ;  that  no  house  of  par- 
liament ever  did,  or  could  delegate  the 
whole  of  its  power  in  any  particular  case» 
especially  not  its  judicial  power,  to  a  se* 
lect  committee;  that  such  a  committee 
never  lyas  bound  by  an  oath,  and  never 
could  decide  finally,  so  as  that  the  decision 
of  such  a  committee  was  a  final  judgment. 
That  such  a  method  was  novel,  wholly  un- 
known to  the  .constitution  of  parliament. 

He  would  now,  as  thiii  was  the  proper 
time  to  answer  that  particular  objection, 
which  indeed  weYit  to  the  whole  of  the  Bill, 
shew  that  the  practice  was  not  novel,  nor 
unknown  to  parliament,  by  producing  a 
precedent  that  could  not  be  objected  to, 
not  from  uncertain  journals,  but  from  an 
act  of  parliament  itself,  from  the  statutes 
lying  on  the  table.  He  then  referred  to  a 
statute  in  the  reign  of  Edward  S,  (some 
gentlemen  in  the  Committee  called  to  have 
A  read)  he  said  to  save  that  trouble  he 
would  read  an  abstract  of  it,  and  then  read 
from  a  paper  in  his  hand.  The  Act  I 
refer  to  is,  of  the  15th  of  Edward  S,  chap. 
1,  for  remedying  delays  of  judgment 
The  preamble  states  the  evil,  the  first 
clause  appoints  the  select  committee  of 
Lords.  The  second,  that  they  have  power 
to  order  records,  processes,  judgments, 
and  justices,  before  them.  The  third 
directs,  that  upon  hearing  they  are  to 
make  accord  and  give  judgment.  The 
fourth  orclers,  to  remand  the  Same  back  to 
the  courts,  ordering  immediate  execution 
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of  jadgment.  The  fifUi  proridet,  that  in 
ipeciaJ  cases  they  are  to  refer  the  matter 
to  parliament.  Sixth,  who  by  that  autho- 
rity shall  be  ordered  to  proceed  to  judg- 
ment forthwith.  In  the  seventh  dause, 
the  commission  appoints  by  name  the 
committees ;  who,  oy  the  eighth  dausct 
are  reouired  to  take  an  oath  faithfully  to 
aenre  tne  king  and  his  people. 

By  this  precedent  it  appeared,  that  a 
^  house  of  parliament  (the  House  of  Lords, 
incase  of  their  judicial  jurisdiction)  agreed 
to  the  forming  by  act  of  parliament  a 
aelect  committee,  bound  to  try  upon 
oath,  and  empowered  to  decide  finally 
without  report  to  the  House,  whose  deci- 
sion was  a  final  judgment,  which  was  or- 
dered by  said  act  to  be  carried  into  im- 
mediate execution.  He  hoped,  after  this 
clear  and  definitive  precedent  thcnr  should 
hear  no  more  that  the  proposal  in  this 
Bill  was  novel  and  unknown  to  parliament, 
or  contrary  to  the  constitution  of  it  He 
said  further,  tbat  dthough  he  did  not  lay 
great  stress  on  the  vague  entries  of  im- 
perfect accounts  made  in  the  old  Jour- 
nals, yet  so  far  as  they  shewed  that  the 
manner  in  which  committees  appointed 
to  examine  and  decide  were  not  in  all 
eases  the  same ;  and  so  far  as  there  did 
appear  in  some  cases  something  of  a  deci- 
sion of  committees,  which  was  final,  he 
would  refer  to  them.    He  said  that,  in 

3ueen  Elizabeth's  time,  he  found,  in  the 
oumals,  some  committees  appointed  to 
examine  and  report;  and  there  were  also 
instances  of  committees  appointed  to  hear 
parties,  and  to  certify ;  to  consider  and  to 
certify,  and  so  on ;  that  the  first  reported 
for  the  confirmation  of  the  House.  That 
if  there  be  nothing  in  the  Journals  to  shew 
that  the  decision  of  the  second  were  final ; 
yet  there  is  nothing  in  the  Journals  which 
shews  that  the  House  considered  the  de- 
cision as  wanting  confirmation,  but  it 
stands  in  the  Journals  as  finaL  He  then  * 
concluded,  by  saying  that,  on  this  ground, 
the  mode  proposed  by  the  Bill  might  be 
affirmed  of  ancient  practice,  was  parlia- 
mentary, and  had  even  the  appearance  of 
precedent  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  its 
fiivour. 

Objections  were  made  to  that  part  of  the 
Bill  wherein  it  was  directed,  that  the  com- 
mittee should  report  to  the  House  all  re- 
•olutions,  except  that  final  one  respecting 
the  seat  on  the  evidence  of  the  eieotion, 
to  the  House,  as  being  a  measure  which 
would  defeat  the  very  end  of  the  Bill,  by 
Arewlng  the  judgment  in  the  forpiing  of 


it  into  the  House.  In  order  to  obriati 
this  difficulty,  which  was  seen  to  be  i  ml 
one,  an  amendment  was  proposed  and 
agreed  to,  that  the  committee  thoold,  if 
they  thought  proper,  report  soch  resola- 
tions  therein  referred  to,  to  the  House. 
There  were  also  some  d^ections  made  to 
the  clause  enforcing  the  attendance  of  the 
members,  but  it  was  shewn  to  be  founded 
on  practice.  Some  objecdoos  ako  were 
started,  as  to  the  eifect  which  the  tnak 
consequent  upon  indictments  for  perjury, 
might  have  on  the  members  of  tne  cod- 
mittee ;  but  it  was  made  to  appear  that 
these  objections  aroae  from  misappreho- 
sions  of  the  process  of  sodi  triab,  sod  » 
dropped.  After  the  BJll  was  gone  throogi], 
some  clauses  were  added ;  one  to  ascer- 
tain the  nature  of  the  adjournments  of 
the  committee ;  another  to  render  the 
Act  temporary  for  seven  years ;  as  it  va 
universaAy  agreed  it  was  best  to  fntrodoci 
the  matter  as  an  experiment,  which,  if  it 
did  not  succeed,  the  Act  might  expire  of 
itself;  if  it  did,  it  would  then  of  course  bi 
continued. 

Mareh  Sa  The  Bill  was  read  a  thiid 
time. 

Mr.  Wdbore  Ellis  spoke  against  tin 
whole  Bill  as  not  remedying  medefectt 
of  the  present  mode  of  determining  elec* 
tions ;  that  it  would  establish  a  new  court 
of  judicature,  equally  liable  to  abuse  ttd 
inconveniences  with  the  present ;  that  da 
idea  of  reverting  to  the  old  parliameotsry 
system  of  trials  by  a  select  eommittee, 
did  not  hold  in  this  proposed  plan  as  n 
the  case  referred  to;  for  there,  though 
the  committee  tried,  the  House  dete^ 
mined ;  whereas  in  this  Bill  the  deter* 
minatioiT  of  the  committee  was  fifid: 
that  the  trial  of  controverted  electioai 
might  be  as  well  referred  to  the  tveiff 
judges,  as  to  such  an  independent  court 
(for  I  will  not,  I  cannot  call  it  a  cos* 
mittee)  as  this  Bill  proposes,  secluded 
by  act  of  parliament  from  all  coomo'j 
nication  with  the  Houses  That  tbi 
proposed  measure  was  very  material^ 
was  an  essential  alteration  of  the  coostitt* 
tion  of  parliament — a  total  abrogadoo  • 
one  of  tne  most  important  rights  and  jo* 
risdictions  of  the  House  of  Commooi 
That  he  doubted  whether  the  represeota* 
tives  chosen  under  the  possession  of  tbeei 
riehts,  and  having  and  using  the  eiercist 
of  the  jurisdiction  which  tlwy  had  alvatj 
used  in  matters  of  disputed  dection^:  v 
doubted,  he  said^  whether  they  cottldf^ 
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thean  up.    That  if  ever  there  could  be  any 

Sound  for  consulting  their  constituents, 
it  did  spjpewTy  in  an  eminent  degree,  a 
]Nroper  occasioD.  He  hoped;  that  the  pro- 
posttioD  of  a  reference  to  our  constituents, 
ij  giving  tinie  to  know  their  sense  during 
the  recess  of  parliament,  would  be  agree** 
able  to  the  sense  of  those  gentlemen, -at 
least,  who  were  of  opinion  upon  every  oc- 
casion, of  deferring  every  thing  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  people  at  large,  and  thought 
that  the  House  ought  to  oe  guided  and 
goTemed  bv  such  opinions  as  they,  when 
•Siey  pleasea  to  interfere,  should  suggest 
to  us.  However,  that  a  matter  so  novel, 
and  differing  so  widely  from  the  old, 
known,  and  settled  modes  of  proceedings 
4xf  parliament,  so  contrary  to  the  rights 
and  jurisdictions  always  claimed  and  exer- 
cised by  the  House,  did  at  least  require 
verv  serious '  consideration,  and  mature 
and  thorough  deliberation.  He  there- 
fere  moved  that  the  consideration  of  this 
BOl  be  put  off  for  two  months. 

^r.  C  Fox  seconded  the  motion,  in  a 
li?e)y  academical  manner,  of  stating  and 
taking  off  arguments  used  in  favour  of  the 

Bill 

Mr.  Di^son  supported  the  motion  by  a 
discussion  of  all  the  intricacies  and  per- 
plexities which  were  in  the  Bill,  and  wnich 
ae  shewed  would  render  the  execution  of 
it  impracticable.  He  owned  that  some- 
thbg  should  be  done  to  remedy  the  pre- 
sent evil;  he  really  thought  from  fhe 
nirit  and  disposition  of  the  House  some- 
toing  very  beneficial  might  be  done;  be 
therefore  very  sincerely  wished  that  it 
might  be  taken  up  after  such  due  and 
thorough  examination,  as  might  be  made 
ij  ^ntlemen  conversant  in  these  matters 
dunng  the  recess  of  parliament.  The 
various  doubts  and  difficulties  which  the 
Kveral  debates  upon  this  Bill  had  so  truly 
stated,  might  in  that  manner  be  seriously 
4U)d  dispassionately  considered :.  and  when 
the  House  met  again,  gentlemen  would 
<oaie  prepared  for  tbe  entertainment  of  so 
proper  a  proposition ;  but  that  at  present, 
U  was  brought  in  upon  the  accidental  sug- 
testion  of  an  occasion  in  the  course  of  a 
ifibate,  at  a  time  when  the  House  was  so 
Bttch  hurried  with  business,  when  gentle- 
inen  in  the  service  of  government  were  so 
much  engaged  in  their  attention  to  the 
progress  of  public  business,  and  when  the 
country  gentlemen  were  so  constantly 
^niployed  in  conducting  the  private  busi- 
"^  of  their  respective  countries^  tbat  it 


was  impossible  the  proposition  could  now 
have  that  attention  given  to  it  which  it  so 
well  deserved ;  and  therefore  he  must  con- 
clude, by  saj^ing,  that  he  was  very  much 
of  opinion  with  the  right  hon.  gentlemaa 
who  had  moved  to  put  Jt  off  for  two 
months. 

Mr.  Dunning  said,  that  this  way  of  rea« 
soning  might  have  been  very  proper  at 
the  outset  of  this  business  ;  nay,  tha| 
these  arguments  were  then  actually  used^ 
and  were  now  only  repeated  and  recapi- 
tulated, after  they  had  been  as  repeateoly 
answered  beyond  all  power  of  reply — ^tha| 
therefore  when,  in  that  stage  of  the  busi- 
ness where  he  expected  replication,  he 
met  only  with  repetitions— -he  should  trust 
to  that  good  sense  and  spirit  which  had 
shewn  itself  in  the  House  on  this  occa* 
sion;  and  would  not  tire  them  with  re« 
peated  refutations.  That  as  to  die  time 
wished  for  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  if  we 
were  to  defer  this  or  any  other  matter, 
until  he  should  get  clear  of  all  doubts  and 
difficulties,  we  might  stay  to  eternity ;  for 
that  gentleman's  doubts  always  incr^ued 
in  an  equal  pace  with  his  reasonings,  and 
his  perplexities  in  the  propordon  of  the 
exercise  of  his  ingenuity.  That  what 
were  at  present  onlj^  little  entanglementa 
in  the  tnread  of  his  arguments,  which 
might  at  present  be  easily  unravelled^ 
would  become,  if  you  would  but  give  him 
scope  and  time,  Gordian  knots  before  he 
had  done  with  them.  As  therefore  the 
matter  had  now  been  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed, and  was  very  clear  to  all  common 
sense,  he  trusted  to  the  common  sense  of 
the  House  that  it  would  see  it  carried  into 
a  law. 

Lord  North  agreed  that  the  situation  of 
thingaf  called  for  some  remedy ;  that  in  the 
main,  he  approved  the  remedy  proposed, 
yet  could  not  but  greatly  differ  from  many 
of  the  regulations  suggested.  He  wishea, 
however,  to  see  his  objections  removed  by 
the  introduction  of  some  modes  of  remedy 
clear  of  such  difficulties.  As  he  had  con- 
firmed objections  to  some  of  tbe  regula- 
tions, so  he  had  doubts  as  to  many  others, 
and  most  earnestly  prayed  for  time  to  con- 
sider the  matter  coolly  and  maturely.  He 
wished  not  to  be  K>rced  into  decision, 
which  tnust  be  against  the  measure,  when 
he  sincerely  wished  to  see  it  matured  into 
something  to  which  he  could  give  his 
hearty  concurrence;  but  that,  under  his 
present  state  of  doubt  and  difficulty,  he 
must  l)e  for  deferring  it    On  the  other 


919]  10  GEORGB  III.  DehaU  in  the  Commm  an  Mr.  GremUkU  BUI  [910 


handy  he  wished  to  find  hiioBelf  in  a  de- 
gree of  information,  as  to  the  propriety, 
practicability,  and  efficacy  of  the  regula- 
tions proposed,  such  as  would  enable  him, 
with  satisfaction,  and  conformable  to  an 
informed  conscience,  to  support  the  mea- 
sure when  it  should  be  brought  forward 
again ;  but^it  present  he  had  not  had  time 
to  consider  tlie  matter,  nor  the  mode  of 
remedy  with  tliat  care  it  deserved,  and 
which  it  would  be  dangerous  not  to  give 
it ;  he  therefore  wished  for  a  few  months 
to  consider  it  at  leisure ;  but  would  nei- 
ther say  that  he  would  then  bring  the 
matter  forward  himself,  Aor  accede  to  anv 
other  of  his  friends  bringing  it  forward, 
nor  even  give  a  hope  that  it  should  not  be 
opposed  again  the  next  sessions ;  but  con- 
cluded solely  with  sayings  that  for  the  pre- 
sent he  must  be  against  it  as  it  now  stood, 
and  was  therefore  for  the  motion. 

•  ft 

Sir  fF.  Bagott  declared  himself  a  warm 
advocate  for  the  Bill ;  and  then  took  occa- 
sion, by  way  of  apology  for  the  seemine 
defection  in  him  and*  his  friends  from  mi- 
nistry on  this  occasion,  to  state  and  ex- 
plain the  conduct  of  a  particular  descrip- 
tion of  country  gentlemen,  of  the  same 
connection  as  nimself.  In  the  doing  of 
which,  to  distinguish,  by  very  strong 
marking  of  party,  nis  and  their  friends  op- 
position m  this  case  from  that  systematical 
opposition  of  gentlemen  of  a  quite  con- 
trary description,  he  declared,  that  he  and 
his  friends  kept  their  attention  solely  to 
measures,  and  not  to  men ;  that  they  de- 
sired to  support  the  constitution  only  as 
settled  at  the  Revolution  in  church  and 
state— while  they  saw  others  aiming  to 
wound  the  constitution  through  the  sides 
of  niinistry.  He  then  spoke  to  th^  good 
effect  which  this  Bill  must  have :  that  it 
would  not  only  correct  proceedings  within 
the  House,  but  have  an  immediate  reme- 
dial effect  on  the  elections  themselves. 
For  when  candidates  once  found  that  in 
trials  of  controverted  elections,  they  must 
expect  strict  justice  instead  of  support, 
they  would  neither  in  the  election,  nor 
Upon  a  petition,  expect  those  things  to  be 
done  for  them,  which  were  an  abomina- 
tion and  a  scandal  to  parliament  and  to 
the  nation.  That  the  effect  of  all  this 
would  be  that  of  restoring  the  representa- 
tion to  the  natural  interest  of  the  country, 
the  landed  interest.  That  he  thought  the 
business  of  parliament  might,  very  quietly, 
pmd  perhaps  to  better  purpose^  be  con- 
ducted without  so  much  learning  and  so 
much  oratory  as  tha  Hous^  WQundfid 


with  at  present ;  and  that  the  iotereit  of 
the  nation  might  be  as  |vell  and  faithfully 
attended  to,  although  there  were  not  in 
the  House  men  of  such  unbounded  and 
unrealized  interest.  He  then  said,  tint 
he  could  not  but  suppose  that  there  might 
be  many  defects  in  the  regulatioM  con* 
tained  in  the  Bill,  but  that,  the  Bill  once 
established,  these  would  easily  from  tine 
to  time  be  remedied.  That  as  to  the  ren* 
sons  given  for  putting  it  off,  they  became 
arguments  to  him  for  wishing  to  hiva 
the  Bill  passed  now,  as  the  experiment  of 
its  operation  might  be  better  and  aafiv 
tried  in  any  accidental  instance  which 
might  arise  in  the  present  parliameali 
than  if  lefl  to  be  first  applied  at  a  geneiri 
election.  He  concludea  with  begging  hs 
noble  friend  and  relation  not  to  oppoie 
the  passing  of  it  at  this  time ;  but  to  let 
the  experiment  be  fairly  tried :  that  ei|» 
riment  of  its  effect,  and  not  abstisct  r» 
soning  and  consideration,  was  the  rifH 
trial  of  it.  If  it  succeeded  on  the  tmi 
then  the  end  which  the  noble  lord  wished, 
by  seeking  time  for  the  consideratiflB^ 
would  be  answered.  If  it  did  not,  hs. 
would  be  on  the  surest  grounds  justified  in 
the  doubts  and  objections  which  he  hadj 
to  it.  ^ 

Mr.  Burke  agreeing  with  the  bA' 
speaker  in  his  support  of  the  Bill,arQ8ett' 
vindicate  his  friends  and  what  he  sav 
were  the  friends  of  the  constitution,  thoi^ 
gentlemen  of  a  very  different  descrjpiiM 
from  that  gentlcHhian  and  his  friendL 
although  by  the  late  description  given  (t 
them,  a  Tory  was  now  the  best  speciea  x 
Whig.  That  according  to  that  gentle- 
man's definition  of  a  Tory,  the  fiienda  of 
political  liberty  and  religious  toleratiA 
were  Tories,  &c.  He  then  defended  tW 
Whigs  of  the  opposition  on  the  grstM^ 
that  the  necessity  of  strong  measures! 
and  of  potent  remedies,  arose  firom  the 
inveteracy  and  dangerous  nature  of  the 
disease ;  and  that  if  these  gentlemen  weis 
real  friends  of  the  constitution,  thqr 
would  not  abate,  but  would  apply  stu 
more  and  more  powerful  caustics,  aid 
the  disease  was  eradicated.  He  madett 
excellent  distinction  between  factioa  nai 
the  opposition  of  party  founded  on  prio* 
ciple.  He  then  shewed  that  parliameAt 
was  not  meant  to  be  a  representatioa  rf 
the  landed  property  only,  bat  of  the  eov* 
mercial  interest  diiefiy,  as  appeared  fron 
the  establishment  of  the  boroughs,  esien- 
tial  parts  of  that  representatioD,  exiiti^S 

10  timas  earlier  than  apjr  annilKir  kiiif 
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tD  give  testimony  of.  That  there  never 
ras  any  parliament  from  which  the  learned 
lentlemen  of  the  long  robe  were  ex* 
judedi  except  that  one^  infamous  to  a 
aroferbj  in  the  appellation  which  it  ao> 
uired  of  Pariiamentum  iDdocturo:  he 
berefore  congratulated  the  gentleman  on 
his  happy  and  honourable  precedent  in 
irour  of  his  argument.  He  then«  com- 
•red  the  benefit  derived  to  societjr  from 
be  unactuated  load  of  landed  abilities, 
rluch  descended  from  generation  to  ge* 
Mration,  in  the  useless  members  of  the 
0miminity,  and  that  which  derived  from 
lie  acquirements,  improvements,  and 
letiTitv  of  mental  abilities,  and  shewed 
btt  either  might  be  pernicious,  and  yet 
bt  both  were  of  real  benefit  wherever 
jad  whenever  they  mixed,  but  always 
Bore  so  when  acting  in  mutual  aid  of  each 
Aer.  Thus  far  in  answer  to  the  occa- 
iinal  remark  of  the' gentleman  who  spoke 
Itfore  him.  He  then  went  into  a  general 
lescription  and  detailed  discussion  of  the 
IBferal  parts  of  the  Bill,  and  of  its  regula- 
Iflm,  and  ended  with  a  support  oi  the 
Ihole  in  form  and  principle. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  De  Gr^sup- 
^ed  the  motion  made  of  adjournment, 

6 law  grounds,  as  to  the  operation  of  the 
I  in  practice ;  and  going  through  the 
timination  of  the  executive  process  of 
ihewed  that  the  various  regulations  and 
j^visions  proposed  were  fidl  of  perplexity 
Hd  impracticability  on  one  hand,  and  on 
|e  other,  of  uncertainty  and  danger.  He 
included  with  enforcing  a  caution,  that 
Mile  we  sought  to  avoid  an  evil,  which, 
i  iu  fullest  extent,  we  had  endured  for 
pMoy  jears  without  any  great  hurt  or  da- 
jMige,  we  should  not  involve  ourselves  in 
rs  that  might  prove  of  the  most  per- 
m  consequences,  and  even  destruc* 
,  '€;  it  was  better  to  endure  those  evils  of 
Mch  we  knew  the  extent,  than,  in  a  sud* 
b  start  of  disgust  and  humonrsome  pas- 
Km,  «  Fly  to  other  which  we  knew  not 
It"         ^ 

tMr.'  Wedderhum  rose,  and  taking  up 
line, of  reasoning  used  by  the  Attorney 
>eral,  continued   the  quotation,  and 
BMMnenced  his  speech  by  saying, 

'*  And  thus  the  nati? e  hue  of  rpHi^lutioa 
!•  ticklied  o'er  with  the  pale  catt  of  Uioogfat  ^ 
And  enterprists  of  great  pith  and  moment, 
WiU)  this  regard,^  their  currents  turn  away. 
And  lose  the  name  of  action." 

Tbaak  God,  Uiis  pale  cast  of  thai^|lit 
wi  not  sicklied  o'ar  tke  praaoM  H#uBe : 


they  see  and  have  a  right  spirit  in  acknow«< 
ledffing  the  evils  which  exist ;  they  dare  to 
look  to  the  remedy  proposed;  they  see 
that  it  is  enterprise  or  great  pith  and  mo« 
ment,  and  it  will  not  lose  the  name  of  ac- 
tion. 

Is  this  preaching  to  our  fears  the  only 
resource  which  is  left  to  the  gentlemen 
who  oppose  this  Bill  ?  They  acknowledse 
the  dangers,  they  see  the  very  brink  of  tM 
precipice  which  crosses  our  present  track, 
and  had  rather  we  should  sit  helpless  and 
inactive,  totally  at  a  stop  in  all  action,  than 
that  we  should  strike  into  any  other  path : 
they  acknowledge  that  there  are  other 
paths,  but  wherever  reason,  justice,  honor^ 
point  the  way,  there,  in  that  very  path, 
the  most  ingenious  amongst  them  are  em* 
ployed  to  set  bugbears  and  phantoms ;  not 
only  of  dangers  that  we  know  not  of,  but 
of  dangers  which  do  not,  which  cannot 
exist ;  of  dangers  which  their  ingenuity  ii 
at  a  loss  even  to  describe. 

He  then  turned  to  lord  North  and  hie 
friends,  who  were  so  engaged  in  the  bust* 
ness  of  the  state,  and  its  concerns,  as  mi* 
nisters,  that  they  had  not  time  to  attend 
to  the  business  of  legislature,  as  members 
of  parliament,  and  in  a  strain  of  irony  apo- 
logized for  the  minister  and  his  fViends. 
He  then  described  how  effectually  and  in- 
dustriously they  had  for  several  months 
paet  laboured  for  the  honor  of  govern- 
ment and  for  the  benefit  of  the  public; 
that  they  had  been  engaged  in  the  firmest 
and  wisest  councils,  to  prevent  the  pre- 
ponderating of  a  balance  which  the  minia- 
ters  of  the  day  before  them  had  suffered 
to  receive  more  than  its  due  weight,  by  the 
acqubition  of  Corsica  to  the  French ;  that 
they  had  been  studying  the  grievances 
complained  of  by  the  people,  in  order  to 
take  them  up  in  such  manner  as  might  re- 
dress them ;  that  the  cabinet  had  been  in- 
cessantly labouring  to  form  and  establish  a 
proper  plan  of  government  for  the  aflhihi 
of  our  colonies,  and  that  the  proper  spe- 
cial secretary  of  state  had  in  the  mean 
while  been  planning  and  smoothing  the 
way  by  preparing  the  temper  of  the  Amo- 
ricsns  to  obedience,  and  a  consequential 
acquiescence  in  their  plans.  That  the 
minister  and  his  colleagues  had  in  petto 
the  wisest,  the  most  extensive,  and  most 
effectual  plan  for  the  settlement  of  our 
East  India  a&irs,  both  as  to  trade,  reve- 
nue, territory,  and  sovereignty.  That 
thev  had  been  settling  the  government  of 
Ireland  upon  a  basis  not  to  be  shaken ; 
that  disy  oad  enpioyed  tfaat  OMrt  exien^ 
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«ive  knowledge  to  the  most  effectual  pur- 
pMe,  in  formwg  alL'ances  on  the  continent. 
He  went  on  describing  their  indefatigable 
industry ;  and  said,  that  when  all  this  was 
considered,  how  could  it  be  expected  that 
they  could  have  time  to  attend  to  other 
people's  plans  and>motion8  in  things  which 
they  never  dreamt  of.  He  thought  there- 
fore they  «were  very  excusable;  but 
thought  at  the  same  timcy  that  it  was 
happy  for  the  country,  that  there  were 
other  gentlemen  who  had  considered  the 
matter  now  brought  forward,  and  was  only 
sorry  that  whatever  honor  might  derive 
from  this  measure,  the  minister  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  and  his  friends,  could  have  no 
share  in  it,  as  thev  felt  this  and  did  disclaim 
all  such  share.  He  hoped  they  would  not, 
from  envy  to  others,  who,  God  knows, 
have  no  other  share  but  what  pure  honor 

gives,  deprive  them  of  the  only  reward 
ley  desired.  As  the  House  was  pleased 
with  the  Bill,  he  hoped  the  minister  would 
for  once  let  them  uidulge  their  humour, 
especially  as  he  must  see  that  there  would 
be  some  danger  of  a  disgrace  in  crossing 
them* 

Mr.  Peter  BurreU  said,  that  if  the  mo* 
tion  might  be  permitted  to  take  place,  so 
that  the  consiceration  mieht  be  put  off  for 
the  present,  lie  would  pledge  nimself  to 
bring  the  matter  forward  next  session. 
But  this  proposal  met  with  a  rejection* on 
the  first  mention  of  it.    . 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  motion 
of  adjournment.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Onslow    -    -    -  "I  -p« 
Mr.  BurreU     .    .    -  J  ^*^- 
Mr.  Thomas  Towns-  *) 

hend,  jun.   •    -    .   I  185. 
Mr.  Whately  -    -    -  3 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative.  Then  the 
Amendments  made  by  the  Committee  to 
the  Bill  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

April  2.  Mr.  GrenvUle  moved  thftt  the 
Bill  do  pass. 

Lord  North  said,  he  did  not  intend  to 
give  any  more  opposition  to  the  Bill, 
though  he  owned  he  did  not  like  it ;  that 
perhaps  the  House  would  not  thank  him 
for  this  declaration,  as  it  might  appear  to 

Eroceed  from  necessity,  havii\g  been  beat 
y  so  great  a  majority  the  day  before. 

Sir  WUUam  Bagott  looking  on  himself 
and  the  country  gentlemen  to  have  been 


Yeas 


Noxs 


violently  traduced  in  a  speedi  of  Mr. 
Burke's  the  day  before,  made  a  loog  and 
vehement  invective  against  him,  calfing 
him  a  Black  Jesuit,  educated  at  St.  Omer^i, 
fit  to  be  secretary  to  an  InquifiUonfor 
burning  heretics. 

Mr.  Burke  answered  him  weD ;  sod  a 
his  speech  led  on  a  sort  of  poUticai  creed, 
whicn  he  professed  himself  to  foUow;  aod 
in  consequence  of  which,  many  odier  gen* 
tiemen  delivered  their  creeds:  secret  in- 
fluence was  hinted  at  a  good  deal  Mr. 
Dowdeswell,  Mr.  GrenviUe,  ftc.  disdtiffl' 
ed  the  being  governed  by  it  whOst  b 
power,  but  owned  they  had  feit  the  efiecd 
of  it.  Lord  North  (iedared,  he  vodd 
never  jrield  -to  any  such  influence  vfaik 
he  remained  in  power;  others  congrat^ 
lated  the  House  on  this  dedaratioiL— Tbe 
Bill  was  then  passed. 

April  5.  The  BOl  was  carried  up  to  the 
Loras  by  Mr.  Grenrille,  attended  by  ooe 
hundred  members. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  supported  tin 
Bill,  and  passed  some  very  elegant  eoco* 
miums  upon  it.  He  then  said,  that  as  iie 
hi|d  begun  his  life  out  of  a  court,  he  hoped 
he  should  end  it  out  of  a  court.  He  bid 
no  view  of  interest.  All  he  meant  was  to 
rouse  his  country  to  a  just  sense  of  tbe 
blessings  of  this  constitution.  Then  ki 
desired  that  the  House  might  be  aamDot* 
ed  after  the  holidays,  for  he  designed  u 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  reverse  the  prooeedifi|< 
of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Middl^ 
sex  electi6n.  He  declared  that  his  iDtes- 
tion  by  this  Bill  was  to  give  the  people  i 
strong  and  thorough  sense  of  the  greit 
violation  of  the  constitution,  by  thae 
unjust  and  arbitrary  proceedincs. 

Mr.  Grenville's*  bill  passed  the  Lordi 
without  opposition,  and  received  tbe  roj^ 
assent  on  the  12th. 

Motion  in  the  Commons  respecting  i^ 
CivU  List.!  April  2.  The  House  ^^ 
solved  itself  into  a  Committee  ontheSutfl 
of  the  Nation. 

Mr.  Dorvdesweit  observed,  that  as  tM 
King  had  not  in  his  Speech  last  J^ 
eiven  any  hopes  that  his  expences  «t)dd 
be  bounded  by  his  Civil  List  reveooe,  it 
was  the  dutv  parliament  owed  to  its  coo- 
stituents,  to  desire  some  assurances  of  tl)^ 

*  For  a  Character  of  Mr. 
see  Mr.  Burke's  celebrated  S[ 
can  Taxatimi>  April  19|  1774. 
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lature;  that  there  was  reason  to  believe 
he  annual  expence  vastly  exceededi  and 
hat  the  consequence  of  such  excess  must 
e  debts  incurred,  and  a  fresh  demand  on 
arliament  again  to  pay  them;  that  it  was 
ery  clear  that  the  King  had  found 
76,000^.  in  the  late  king's  purse,  which 
e  had  expended,  as  well  as  515,000^. 
ranted  over  and  above  the  800,000/.  per 
nnum,  and  that  he  had  reason  to  believe 
le  debt  incurred  since  last  session 
mounted  to  140,000/.  •  He  therefore 
lOTed  some  Resolutions  declaring  those 
lets,  saying,  that  on  them  he  should  move 
ft  an  Address  to  his  Majesty,  that  he 
ould  confine  his  expences  within  the 
ounds  of  his  income.  And  accordingly 
e  moved,  <<  That  an  humble  Address  be 
resented  to  his  Majesty,  representing,  in 
lemostrespectful  and  dutiful  manner,  that 
aopears  to  this  House,  that  the  expences 
D  his  Majesty's  Civil  List,  from  his  acces- 
OD  to  the  5th  of  January,  1769,  have  ex- 
seded  the  income  of  all  his  Majesty's  annual 
avenues  applicable  to  the  use  of  his  Ma- 
!sty'8  civu  government,  and  the  support 
Qd  maintenance  of  his  houshold  and  royal 
mily,  in  the  sum  of  686,116/.  Ss.  Sd.; 
^  that  it  appears  also  to  this  House,  that 
le  expences  on  his  Majesty's  Civil  List, 
I  the  year  ending  Slst  December,  1768, 
eiog  the  last  year  for  which  any  account 
!i8  been  laid  before  this  House,  amount- 
i  to  the  sum  of  899,077/.  Is.  2M.  which 
really  exceeds  the  income  of  all  his  Ma* 
sty's  revenues  applicable  as  aforesaid  to 
le  use  of  his  Majesty's  civil  government, 
3d  the  support  and  maintenance  of  his 
Dushold  ana  royal  family ;  and  to  express, 
i  the  most  humble  manner,  the  opinion 
r  this  House,  that  the  said  expences 
ight  to  be  confined  within  the  income  o^. 
ii  Majesty's  said  revenues ;  and  humbly  ; 
)d  earnestly  to  intreat  his  Majesty,  that 
^  will'  be  graciously  pleased  to  give 
erections,  that  such  retrenchments  be 
ade  in  the  said  expences,  as  may  reduce 
lem  within  the  income-  of  his  Majesty's 
id  revenues ;  assuring  his  Majesty,  that, 
>  this  House  has,  upon  all  occasions,  . 
ven  the  most  evident  proofs  of  its  zeal 
id  affection  for  his  Majesty,  and  particU-  ; 
fly  in  the  late  provision  for  the  payment  ', 
hhe  debt  on  the  Civil  List,  so  we  cannot  | 
(tter  discharge  the  duty  we  owe  to  his  | 
(ajesty,  and  give  proof  of  the  continu-  , 
nee  of  our  seal  and  affection  for  his  per-  i 
>n,  his  royal  family,  and  his  government,  ! 
)an  by  humbly  offering  this  request  to  his 
Isjesty,  la  order  that  his  servants  may  be 


induced  to  practise  that  ceconomy  wMch 
will  tend  most  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
his  Majesty's  crown,  the  satisfaction  of  his 
own  royal  mind,^  and  the  content  of  his 
people ;  that  we  snail  be  always  willing  and 
reaay  to  graint  such  supplies  as  may  be 
wanted  on  all  necessary  occasions;  but 
that  we  cannot  but  be  anxious  oir  the  part 
of  our  constituents,  to  be  relieved  from 
the  appearance  of  repeated  demands, 
growing  out  of  expences,  for  the  continu- 
ance of  which  there  does  not  appear  to 
this  House  any  necessity,  and  for  the  re- 
daction of  which,  within  the  bounds  of  his 
Majesty's  income,  no  assurance  has  been 
given.'' 

Mr.  GreninUe  seconded  the  motion,  say- 
ing  that  it  was  practicable  to  reduce  the 
expences :  that  he  would  give  the  minis- 
ter proof  of  such  a  plan,  either  in  public 
or  private  whenever  ne  pleased,  and  that 
he  had  no  intention  in  such  a  plan  to  di- 
minish, in  any  respect,  the  King's  perso- 
nal expences,  but  on  the  contrary,  should 
wish  to  see  the  dignity  of  the  household 
better  preserved  than  at  present. 

Lord  North  said,  his  Majesty  had  last 
year  in  his  Speech  given  all  the  assurances 
he  was  advised  to  do,  that  he  would  en- 
deavour as  soon  as  possible  to  contract  his 
expences,  but  that  till  pensions  fell  in,  it 
would  be  impossible,  without  the  highest 
injustice,  to  do  it  at  present;  that  if  such 
an  Address  was  presented,  the  King's  an- 
swer could  be  no  other  than  his  Speech 
contained  last  year;  that  it  would  be 
shewing  a  disrespect  to  his  Majesty  to  de- 
sire publicly  sucn  a  thing ;  that  he  there- 
fore should  move  that  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  should  leave  the  chair,  and  the 
Committee  be  broke  up ;  they  bad  now 
existed  three  months,  and  no  good  conse* 
quences  had  followed ;  the  longer  conti- 
nuance of  it  was  quite  useless. 

They  divided,  and  lord  North's  motion 
was  carried  by  208  to  75. 

Motion  in  the  Commons  for  the  Pension 
List."]  April  5.  Sir  E,  Astley  observed, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  parliament,  when- 
ever the  public  money  was  apparently 
squandered  to  bad  purposes,  to  make  en- 
quiry how  it  had  been  so  squandered ;  that 
when  so  large  a  requisition  as  that  made 
last  year  to  pay  the  Civil  List  debts,  was 
made  on  the  House,  and  for  which  the 
House  could  get  no  accounts  but  such  as 
were  neither  satisfactory  nor  intelligible, 
it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  ask  for 
further  accounts:  it  was  reported  tba^ 
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SOtwithflUnding  the  promises  of  the  minis- 
ter, fresh  pensions  had  heen  granted  verjr 
lately ;  this  he  thought  very  blameable,  if 
true ;  he  did  not  mean  to  ask  for  long  sic- 
counts,  and  would  therefore  only  move, 
**  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  an 
account  of  all  grants  and  Peosions,  and  in- 
creased salaries,  made  since  the  commence* 
meot  of  this  present  parliament,  and  pay- 
able out  of  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  re- 
renues  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  any 
other  part  of  h'ls  Majesty's  dominions,  dis- 
tisgttishing  the  times  at  which,  and  the 
persons  to  whom,  sudi  grants  were  made." 

Mr.  ConoUjj^  (also  a  member  of  the  Irish 
parliaSient^  seconded  the  motion.  He 
observed,  tnat  Ireland  was  mentioned  in 
the  motion,  and  as,  by  the  sudden  proro- 
gation of  the  Irish  parliament,  no  mea^ 
■ures  could  there  be  taken  to  make  such 
aecetsary  enouiry,  he  should  promote  its 
being  made  here;  that  the  pensions  on 
the  Irish  establishment  had  amounted,  in 
the  late  king's  time,  to  between  40  and 
50,OOOL  a  year,  and  were  now  increased 
to  upwards  of  70,000^ ;  that  the  King's 
ministers  in  Ireland  had  given  a  promise 
there  that  no  pension  should  for  the  future 
be  granted  for  lives  or  terms  of  years 
but  on  the  utmost  necessity,  and  that  in 
consequence  of  this  promise,  the  Irish  had 
increased  their  army  at  a  laige  expence, 
and  yet  the  promise  of  granting  no  more 
pensions  had  been  recently  vic^ated. 

Lord  Nnrth  said  there  was  no  reason  at 
present  to  call  for  this  list  of  pensions ; 
that  he  should  not  have  objected  if  parti- 
cular pensions  had  been  pomted  at,  as  he 
would  venture  to  say,  none  had  lately  been 
granted  which  he  could  not  defendf ;  that 
the  pension  granted  to  his  friend  ( Dyson) 
was  no  more  than  a  decent  provision  for 
an  old  servant  of  the  crown,  who  had  long 
laboured  in  a  painful  and  not  profitable 
office — his  private  character  unexception- 
able. The  other  pension  (Bradshaw's) 
was  also  granted  to  one  whose  merits 
richly  deserved  such  recompence;  that 
the  Civil  Liitt  being  gi'anted  to  his  Majes- 
ty's use,  it  was  not  proper  to  demand  any' 
account  of  the  expenditure  of  it,  unless 
money  had  been  demanded  of  parliament 
to  pay  any  debts  on  it ;  and  that  the  pre- 
sent motion  was  unprecedented  and  im- 
proper. 

General  Conway  observed,  that  the  pre- 
aent  motion  washy  no  means  unprecedent- 
ed, and  that  it  was  certainly  a  proper  mea- 
aure  for  parliament,  who  were  the  only 
proper  power  to  enquire  into  the  expen- 
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diture  of  the  revesucs  of  the  crown,  as  bo 
power  but  that  of  the  House  could  cor- 
rect the  profusenesa  of  the  crown,  ssd  pv. 
ticularly  in  a  part  of  that  profiaeoca 
so  essential  to  the  well  beiog  of  the 
nation  as  of  pensions,  which  ia  all  tun 
had  been  applied  to  increase  the  powaaf 
the  minister. 

Many  gentlemen  spoke  in  this  debue, 
and  the  other  orders  of  the  dsy  beisg 
BM>ved,  the  House  divided.  The  Noa 
went  forth. 


Tellen. 

Mr.  Onslow 
Mr.  Charles  Fox 
Mr.  Seymour    - 
Mr,  Byng    -    - 


.    . 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  die  affinDatiT& 
Sir  E.  Astley's  motioa  was  cooffqueDdr 
lost. 

Motion  to  repeal  ike  American  7m-Z^ 
£t//.]  April  9.  Mr.  Trecoikkkmtk  I 
aaotioQ  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  r^ 
peal  the  American  Duty  on  Tea.  Tk 
Ministry  disputed  the  propriety  of  tin 
motion,  as  being  contradictory  to  a  wtl 
known  rule  of  the  House,  nanelj,  tk 
any  thing  which  has  received  a  negame. 
shall  not  be  brought  on  again  the  mt 
sessions ;  they  observed,  that  wheo  a  d»> 
tion  was  made  some  time  since  to  repol 
the  other  American  duties,  an  amaiir 
ment  had  been  proposed,  by  adding  ik 
words  *<  and  on  tea;"  that  on  this  ameod*! 
ment,  the  measure  had  been  fully  debttalj 
and  resolved  in  the  negative  by  a  grcs 
majority  ;  that  this  present  motion  wu 
the  same  quefl|tion  in  effect,  as  it  teaded 
to  do  in  a  Bill,  what  before  was  attempt^ 
in  the  amendment.  j 

The  Opposition  allowed  the  rule,  w 
said  this  particular  did  not  come  under  it 
that  the  reason  of  the  rule  was  plaioij 
that  it  might  not  appear  on  the  Jouroai^; 
that  the  same  question  had  received  tvi 
different  receptions  in  the  same  sessioa^ 
in  this  case,  this  could  not  appesr,  ts  it 
might  be  very  improper  to  do  that  i^ 
the  former  Bill,  which  might  novbcTCfi 
necessary ;  that  if  a  negative  put  oo  v 
amendment  hindered  the  subject  of  ths 
amendment  to  be  brought  on  la  say  otbff 
shape,  it  might  be  very  easy  to  pr^ 
almost  any  thing,  by  adding  me  DHUters 
it  to  a  Money  Bill,  and  ^en  the  wfaolt 
would  be  rejected ;  or,  by  rejectisg  tke 
amendment,  the  matter  be  put  so  iod  u 
for  the  session:  for  instancei  in  tbs  ^ 
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for  raising  the  Land-tax,  suppose  a  mem- 
ber was  to  move  an  amendment^  by  in- 
serting the  words  to  the  Bill,  **  and  on 
malt;"  or  adding,  **  and  to  prevent  mu- 
tiny," the  House  could  never  receive 
these  amendments,  they  must  be  rejected; 
but  would  any  one  say,  that  the  Malt-tax 
or  Mutiny  Bill  could  not  be  brought  on 
that  year;  that  a  proposed  amendment 
had  not  even  the  advantage  of  a  previous 
question,  as  the  House  had  resolved 
that  a  previous  question  ^could  not  be 
put  on  an  amendment;  that  on  parti- 
cular measures,  the  House  had  even  given 
up  its  own  rule,  by  admitting  very  small 
variations ;  and  that  this  was  as  important 
a  question  as  any  could  happen  to  give  it 
up  in ;  that,  to  the  province  of  New  York 
alone,  of  ten  ships  which  would  have 
carried  300,000^  worth  of  merchandise,  if 
the  American  duties  had  been  repealed, 
three  only  had  sailed  with  about  10,000/. 
worth  of  goods,  and  the  other  seven  were 
soing  out  in  ballast;  and  it  was  to  be 
lear^  the  same  would  happen  to  tlie 
whole  American  trade. 

Mr.  Beck/brd^  the  iord  mayor,  said, 
that  if  the  House  were  of  opinion  that  the 
motion  could  not,  consistent  with  their 
rules  and  orders,  be  then  admitted,  he 
hoped  lord  North  would  allow  of  a  proro- 
gation of  the  parliament  till  afler  the  ho- 
lidays, that  the  matter  might  then  be 
taken  into  consideration.  To  which  lord 
North  sneeringly  answered,  he  was  very 
glad  to  find  that  a  prorogation  would  con- 
tent the  hon.  gentleman. 

On  the  division,  the  question  to  go  into 
the  other  orders  of  the  day,  proposed  by 
lord  Clare,  was  carried,  80  to  52. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  oj 
Commons  on  Sir  John  Fielding* s' Plan  Jbr 
preventing  Burglaries  and  RobberiesJ] 
April  10.  The  House  proceeded  to 
take  into  consideration  the  Report  which 
was  made  frrnn  the  Committee,  who 
were  appointed  to  enouire  into  the  se- 
veral Burglaries  and  Uobberies  that  of 
late  have  been  committed  in  and  about 
the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster, 
and  to  consider  of  more  efiectual  me- 
thods to  prevent  the  same  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  to  report  their  opinion,  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  House. 

And  the  said  Rkpoet  was  read ;  and  is 
as  follows ; 

Sir  John  Fielding^  knt  being  asked, 
[VOL.  XVI.] 


What  number  of  houses  have  been  broke 
open  in  and  about  the  cities  of  London 
and  Westminster,  and  whether  it  is  a 
growing  evil?  said.  That  all  robberies, 
with  the  circumstances  attending  them, 
and  particulars  of  goods  stolen,  are  regis- 
terea  at  his  office,  and  from  that  register 
informations  are  grounded,  and  oflTenders 
are  detected  several  years  afler  the  of- 
fences are  committed ;  and  he  delivered  in 
lists  of  houses  broke,  with  computation '  of 
the  goods  stolen  from  Michaelmas  1766  to 
H  March  1770,  in  half-yearly  periods; 
by  which  it  appeared,  that  from  Michael* 
mas  1766  to  Lady  Day  1767»  13  houses 
had  been  broke  open,  and  goods  stolen  to 
the  value  of  289/. ;  from  Lady  Day  1767 
to  Michaelmas  1767,  36  houses,  value 
627/.;  from  Michaelmas  1767  to  Lady 
Day  1768,  52  houses,  value  569/.;  fron^ 
Lady  Day  1768  to  Michaelmas  1768,  48 
houses,  value  1,332/.;  from  Michaelmas 
1768  to  Lady  Day  1769,  35  houses,  value 
1,448/.  15^.;  from  Lady  Day  1769  to 
Michaelmas  1769,  63  houses,  value 
1,616/.  0^.  e^d.:  from  Michaelmas  1769 
to  14  March  1770,  104  houses,  valuo 
4,241/.:  he  further  informed  the  Com* 
mittee,  that  it  is  supposed  the  last  104 
houses  were  broke  open  by  a  number  of 
housebreakers,  not  exceeding  twenty,  and 
few  of  them  more  than  20  years  of  age, 
16  or  17  of  wiiom  are  in  custody,  with  little 
probability  of  their  being  convicted :  that 
the  evil  increases  amazingly,  and  never 
was  at  so  great  a  height  as  since  last  Mi- 
chaelmas. Being  asked  what  is  the  cause 
of  this  increase  of  housebreaking  ?  he  said. 
That  felons  formerly  carried  their  goods  to 
pawnbrokers,  but  by  the  present  method 
of  quick  notice  to  pawnbrokers,  silver- 
smiths, and  others,  that  plan  is  defeated, 
and  the  housebreakers  now  go  to  Jews, 
who  melt  the  plate  immediately,  and  de- 
stroy other  things  that  might  be  evidence, 
which  in  burfflary  can  be  nothing  but  the 
goods,  though  in  other  cases  the  person 
maybe  sworn  to:  that  they  disguise  jewela 
by  Knocking  them  out  of  the  sockets,  so 
that  they  cannot  be  sworn  to ;  that  the 
present  gang  of  housebreakers  are  sons  of 
unfortunate  people,  and  of  no  trade ;  that 
they  began  when  boys  as  pickpockets, 
but  turned  housebreakers  when  they  grew 
up,  in  order  to  procure  a  greater  income 
to  supply  their  mcreased  expences :  and 
he  informed  the  Committee,  that  for  20 
years  a  footpad  has  not  escaped;  that 
highwaymen  cannot  escape,  upon  account 
of  the  early  information  given  to  the  afore* 
[3  0] 
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taid  office,  and  the  great  number  of  prose- 
cutors who  always  appear  against  them, 
which  he  thinks  must  in  time  put  an  end 
to  that  evil :  he  then  said,  he  had  detected 
several  persons  in  Duke's  Place  with 
plate,  and  has  offered  a  reward  of  five 
guineas  for  apprehending  *  one  person  in 
the  same  place;  Being  asked,  what  he 
thought  of  the  present  method  of  watching 
the  town  P  he  said,  The  watch  is  insuffi- 
cient ;  their  duty  too  hard,  and  pay  too 
small :  that  he  has  known  Serjeants  in  the 
guards  employed  as  watchmen  :  that  the 
watchmen  are  paid  Sj^f.  per  night  in  Saint 
Margaret's  parish,  and  a  gratuity  of  2 
guinea*  a  year,  out  of  which  they  find 
their  own  candle :  that  as  they  are  paid 
monthly,  they  borrow  their  money  of  an 
usurer  once  a  week :  that  in  other  parishes 
the  watch  are  paid  from  \Od,to  \s,  per 
night :  that  the  watch  in  Westminster  is 
in  every  parish  under  the  direction  of  a 
separate  commission,  composed  of  persons 
who  have  served  the  omces  of  church- 
warden and  overseer :  that  commissioners 
of  the  respective  parishes  appoint  the 
beats  of  their  watchmen  without  conferring 
together,  which  leaves  the  frontiers  of 
each  parish  in  a  confused  state,  for  that, 
where  one  side  of  a  street  lies  in  one' 
parish,  and  the  other    side    in    another 

{>arish,  the  watchmen  of  one  side  cannot 
end  any  assistance  to  persons  on  the 
other  side,  other  than, as  a  private  person^ 
except  in  cases  of  felony. 

James  Sayer^  esq.  deputy  high  steward 
of  Westminster,  confirmed  the  above  evi- 
dence, and  added,  That  St.  Margaret's 
parish  has  a  select  vestry,  the  majority  of 
which  is  composed  of  tradesmen  ;  that 
they  will  pay  no  more  than  8|(f.  a  night  t6 
their  watchmen,  and  have  no  way  of  pu- 
nishing them  for  neglect  of  duty  than  by 
dismissing  them,  which,  in  fact,  is  not  a 
punishment,  for  they  find  it  difficult  to  get 
men  to  serve  in  that  office ;  and  he  further 
said,  that  their  number  is  not  sufficient. 

Qeing  asked  the  reason  for  changing  the 
constables  from  being  parochial  to  be  con- 
stables for  the  whole  city  and  liberty  ?  he 
said,  That  before  29  Geo.  2,  constables 
were  parochial ;  that  he  apprehended  the 
reason  for  the  change  was,  that  a  consta- 
ble could  not  execute  any  official  act  out 
of  his  parish,  without  being  specially  au- 
thorised so  to  do :  he  mentioned  an  in- 
stance of  a  constable's  being  killed  when 
he  was  serving  a  warrant  out  of  his  parish : 
Uiat  the  person  who  killed  him  was  tried. 


and  found  guilty  of  manslaughter  oolj, 
though  he  would  have  been  guilty  of 
murder,  if  it  had  happened  in  the  parish 
to  which  the  constable  belonged. 

Sir  «/oAn  Fielding  being  asked,  what  re* 
medies  hef  could  suggest  to  prevent  the 
above  evils,  he  produced  two  Papers  re* 
lating  to  constables,  watchmen,  and  other 
officers ;  which  were  read  to,  and  coa- 
firmed  by,  him ;  and  are  as  foflow; 

**  Watchmen  too  dd— should  be  from 
"25  to  50 — their  beats  too  extcmtre' 
should  not  exceed  20  houses  on  each  side 
of  the  way  :  watchmen  too  few— the  sum 
raised  for  the  watch  too  little,  being  odIj 
4ed*  in  the  pound — should  be  sixpence. 

'<  Ward  officers  to  be  chosen  out  of 
those  inhal^itants  that  have  served  the  of* 
fice  of  constable,  and  to  have  a  good 
salary. 

"  One  half  of  the  constables  to  be  dis- 
charged within  the  year,  so  that  one-half 
remaining  two  years  will  be  able  to  in- 
struct the  new  officers;  and  the  whole 
duty  will  be  done  well. 

*<  If  the  new  provisions  for  the  witch 
can  be  established  by  the  coromissiooets 
remaining  where  they  are,  it  will  save 
trouble,  K>r  then  the  money  may  be  raised 
by  them  as  it  now  is,  and  every  pari»!) 
may  pay  and  clothe  their  own  watchmen; 
so  that  the  appointment,  distribution,  di- 
rection, wages,  number,  and  punishment ct 
the  watch,  may  be  in  the  magistrates,  bj 
a  new  commission,  and  tlie  paying  aod 
clothing  be  in  the  present  commissionen* 

"  The  words  •  A  constable  of  the  ciij 

*  and  liberty  of  Westminster*  to  be  plaad 
over    the   constables   doors ;  the  words 

*  Ward  Officer*  over  the  ward  officers 
doors: — Beadles  by  name,  to  be  dis- 
charged, and  the  necessary  part  of  the 
duty  they  now  do,  to  be  performed  bv  the 
ward  officers. 

*<  That  it  would  be  right  lo  confine  the 
intended  improvement  and  constables  to 
Westminster  only,  as  the  watch  in  the  id* 
joining  parishes  of  Middlesex  remain  oc 
the  same  footing  as  is  originally  settled  by 
the  statute  of  Winchester." 

Second  Paper. 
1.  «  The  watch  of  Westminster  is  ex- 
tremely defective,  the  number  ought  to 
be  increased,  their  pay  augmented,  and  the 
whole  direction  of  them  put  under  one 
commissiof),  and  that  commission  should 
be  magistrates  of  the  city  and  Ubertj  oi 
Westminster;  the  watch  should  be  at- 
tended by  ward  officers,  and  relieved  ia 
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the  nighty  a  whole  uight's  duty  being  too 
hard. 

2.  "  The  round  houses  should  be  capa- 
cious, no  liquor  should  be  sold  in  them ; 
publicans  should  be  punished  for  permit- 
ting watchmen  to  tipple  during  their 
duty ;  and  watchmen  should  be  particu- 
larly rewarded  for  diligence,  and  punished 
for  neglect  by  the  civil  power. 

3.  **  High  constables  should  not  quit 
their  office  at  the  end  of  three  years :  con- 
stables should  be  increased  half  the  num- 
ber only  discharged  annually :  The  con- 
stable of  the  night  should  be  considered 
for  his  attendance  on  that  duty,  and  pu- 
nished for  neglect. 

4.  "  The  power  of  raising  money  at 
present  for  the  watch  is  too  confined,  it 
should  be  enlarged,  raised  by  the  present 
commissioners — the  watchmen  paid  by 
them,  but  their  number,  direction,  and  ap- 
pointment, be  by  the  new  commission  of 
magistrates. 

5.  "  Receivers  of  stolen  goods,  cspeci- 
illy  of  those  taken  by  burglary  or  high- 
tray  robbery,  should  be  made  principals, 
(rith  a  power  of  mitigation  in  the  judge.'' 

James  Sayer^  esq.  being  again  exa- 
nined,  approved  of  sir  John  Fielding's 
?laQ,  and  added,  That  the  beadles  are  an 
innecessary  set  of  men,  advanced  in  years, 
lod  servants  to  the  churchwardens  and 
»verseers — are  40  in  number  over  the 
rhole  city  and  liberty ;  tliey  have  an  al- 
owance  of  20/.  ^per  ann.  a-plece,  which 
hey  make  up  30/. :  That  he  apprehends, 
'the  number  was  increased  to  60,  and 
he  city  and  liberty  divided  into  so  many 
ivfsions,  a  beadle  to  each  division,  and 
he  object  of  their  duty  to  take  up  va- 
rants,  they  might  be  of  great  service : 
liat  if  the  beadle  was  to  have  2s.  for 
i^ery  vagrant  he  took  up,  and  4^.  was 
iven  to  any  other  person  who  should  ap- 
rehend  one,  the  one  half  to  be  deducted 
Jt  of  the  beadle's  salary  of  that  district 
here  the  vagrant  was  apprehended,  it 
ould  have  a  good  effect. 
Sir  John  Fielding^  being  again  exa- 
ined,  said.  He  thought  the  name  of  bea- 
e  should  be  abolished,  and  that  they 
ould  be  called  ward  officers. 
Mr.  iS.  llainsforth^  high  constable  of 
estminster,  being  examined,  said,  He 
d  been  in  office  12  months :  that  he  had 
uted  the  different  night  watch  houses,  in 
e  city  and  liberty  of  Westminster,  fre- 
lently  from  12  to  3  in  the  morning; 
ind  many  of  the  peace  officers  upon 
ty— iome  were  not :  that  there  is  a  gene- 


ral oomplaiBt  of  peace  officers  neglecting 
their  duty ;  from  which  neglect  it  is  ow- 
ing, that  the  watchmen  and  beadles  are 
not  present ;  and  this  general  neglect,  he 
apprehends,  is  the  reason  why  so  many 
houses  are  robbed :  that  he  has  frequently 
found  7  or  8  watchmen  together  in  an  ale- 
house :  he  thinks  that  the  high  constable 
should  visit  the  round  house,  in  the  night 
time,  once  a  month  at  least,  or  oftener,  if 
required ;  and  agreed  with  sir  John  Field- 
ing, as  to  the  number  and  pay  of  the 
watchmen. 

James  Sayer^  esq.  being  again  exa- 
mined, said,  That  constables  are  appointed 
under  Acts  29  and  31  Geo,  2(1)  which 
Acts  are  in  many  articles  defective :  that 
80  constables,  which  is  the  number  limit- 
ed, are  not  sufficient:  that  they  are  ap. 
pointed  by  the  leet  jury,  which  has  been 
attended  with  great  partialities;  for  the 
leet  jury  beine  composed  of  the  overseers 
of  the  several  parishes  of  the  preceding 
year,  they  protect  each  other  from  serv- 
mg  the  office  of  constable :  that  in  general 
opulent  inhabitants  are  excused  and 
young  tradesmen  returned ;  that  if  a  rich 
man  is  now-and-then  returned,  he  is  gene- 
rally got  off  by  pleading  age  or  infirmities : 
that  deputies  are  generally  hired, men,  and 
though  they  cannot  be  appointed,  unless 
approved  of  by  the  deputy  high  steward, 
yet  as  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  get  a  true 
character  of  the  person  nominated,  he 
finds  manjT  unfit  persons  are  appointed, 
who,  he  18  informed,  make  a  trade  of 
serving  the  office;  for  remedy  of  which, 
he  proposed,  that  the  number  of  consta- 
bles should  be  increased  to  120;  bethinks 
the  burthen  of  serving  the  office  of  consta- 
ble should  not  lay  wholly  on  the  trading 
inhabitants,  as  it  does  by  the  late  Act: 
that  by  common  law,  every  person,  able 
and  fit,  is  liable  to  serve :  that  the  fine  for 
not  serving  the  office  should  be  enlarged 
from  8/.  to  20/.  which  fine  should  be  dis- 
tributed among  those  that  do  'serve:  and 
he  added.  That  12  being  obliged  to  attend 
daily  during  the  session  o£  parliament,  as 
long  as  either  House  sits,  the  duty  comes 
round  to  each  individual  every  sixth  day, 
eight  being  excepted,  who  may  be  sick  or 
kept  in  reserve ;  during  which  attendance 
the  constables  must  necessarily  neglect 
their  own  business:  with  respect  to  the 
high  constable,  he  said,  it  is  an  office  of 
great  burthen  and  trust :  that  by  law,  he, 
the  witness,  is  obliged  to  appoint  a  sub- 
stantial tradesman  to  that  office ;  that  th* 
person  appointed  is  not  to  (Continue  in  o& 
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fice  above  three  years,  and  is  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  20/.  for  refusing  to  serve,  which 
penalty  goes  to  the  poor  of  the  parish ; 
upon  which  he  observed,  that  the  high 
constable  should  not  be  a  tradesman,  be- 
cause his  power  enables  him  to  oblige  the 
keepers  of  public  houses  to  deal  with  him, 
or  those  with  whom  he  is  concerned  in  his 
way  of  trade  t  that  the  penalty  on  persons 
refusing  to  serve  the  office  should  be  in- 
creased; that  the  high  constable  should 
have  ti  reward  for  his  service;  and  that 
the  constables  of  the  night  shoiild  have  a 
reward  also. 

Mr.  Rainsfifrih  being  again  examined, 
said,  he  was  of  Mr.  SayePs  opinion. 

Sir  John  Fielding  being  again  exa- 
mined, said.  That  ballad-singers  are  a 
greater  nuisance  than  beggars,  because 
they  give  opportunity  to  pickpockets,  by 
collecting  people  together:  that  the  songs 
they  sing  are  generally  immoral  and  ob- 
acene;  the  people  themselves  capable  of 
work,  and'  of  the  lowest  and  most  aban- 
doned order  of  people;  for  remedy  of 
which,  he  proposed,  that  all  ballad-singers 
should  be  considered  as  vagrants,  and  be 
made  liable  to  the  same  punishments,  no 
person  being  a  vagrant  now  but  who 
comes  within  some  one  cf  the  descriptions 
of  vagrancy  in  the  Vagrant  Act :  And  the 
high  constable,  being  again  examined,  in- 
formed the  Committee,  That  he  has  oflsn 
had  warrants  for  taking  up  ballad-singers : 
that  he  has  apprehended  a  great  many ; 
notwithsjtanding  which,  their  numbers  in- 
crease, and  they  are  become  a  very  great 
nuisance :  that  they  have  often  been  dis- 
persed, but  still  continue  the  practice. 

Sir  John  Fielding^  being  again  exa- 
mined, said.  That  the  city  of  Westminster 
is  a  franchise  under  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  Westminster:  that  the  common  gaol 
thereof  is  called  the  Gate-house,  to  which 
oHenciers  of  every  kind  apprehended  with- 
in the  liberty  of  Westminster  have  been 
usually  committed  for  some  years  back, 
to  the  number  of  600  or  "700  annu- 
ally: that  in  Uiis  gaol  there  is  little  or 
no  allowance  or  provision  for  the  pri- 
soners, but  what  arises  from  the  charity  of 
passengers,  seldom  amounting  to  more 
than  5  or  6  shillings  a  week ;  uie  greatest 
part  of  which  is  given  to  the  beggar  at 
the  windotv  for  the  day:  that  the  said 
gaol  appears,  from  experience  of  the  ma- 
gistrates, to  be  too  small  for  the  number, 
and  too  weak  for  the  safe  custody  of  pri- 
soners :  that  to  this  gaol,  persons  in  exe- 
cution for  debts  recoverea  in  the  court  of 


conscience  are  committed ;  and  he  fxA^ 
he  believed  this  is  the  only  gaolin  Englaod 
where  there  is  not  some  provision  for  poor 
and  distressed  prisoners ;  and  he  addei 
diat  when  a  magistrate  commits  a  man  to 
that  gaol  for  an  assault,  he  does  notkiux 
but  he  commits  him  there  to  starve:  for 
these  reasons,  as  well  upon  the  principles  of 
humanity  as  of  civil  poucy ,  this  ootht  to  be 
remedied;  and  that  on  account  of  the  Tast 
increase  of  inhabitants,  property,  and  diud* 
ber  of  offenders,  there  ought  to  be  in  West* 
minster,  a  strong,  capacious,  and  useful 
gaol,  and  there  is  no  such  thing  at  pre- 
sent: that  the  said  gaol,  called  the  Gat^ 
house,  is  a  very  old  building,  subject  to  be 
repaired  by  the  said  dean  and  chapter, 
who  appoint  the  gaoler:  that  the  suppoied 
original  use  of  this  gaol,  was  for  the  pur- 
poses of  committing  clerks  convict ;  tbe 
commission  of  magistrates  of  Westminster 
is  not  later  than  Charles  the  Ist's  reign: 
they  began  first  to  commit  offenders  to 
this  gaol,  rather  by  sufferance  than  bj 
right;  and  he  observed,  that  however  pro- 
per it  may  have  been  for  its  original  puf- 
pOses,  it  IS  unequal  to  the  present  occa* 
sions,  and  as  he  apprehends,  cannot  be 
altered  without  a  law :  and  he  furdier  is- 
formed  the  Committee,  That  the  magis- 
trates of  Westminster  have  represented 
this  mischief  to  the  dean  and  chapter,  who 
acknowledge  It,  are  willing  to  pull  it  dowO) 
and  to  give  a  piece  of  ground  in  tbeir 
royalty,  in  Tothill  Fields,  to  build  a  new 
gaol  upon,  and  to  subject  the  same,  vitb 
every  thihg  thereunto  belonging,  to  the 
magistrates  of  Westminster,  under  such 
regulations  as  the  legislature  shall  think 
proper,  provided  a  sum  be  granted  by  the 
public  for  building  the  same ;  and  he  add- 
ed, that  estimates  have  been  made,  by 
which  it  appears,  that  a  very  effectual  gaol 
mav  be  built  for  the  sum  of  2,500/.  h) 
order  therefore  to  remedy  the  inconTeni^ 
encies  above  mentioned,  he  proposed,  that 
such  gaol  should  be  built  and  kept  in  re- 
pair out  of  the  county  rate,  which  be  said 
may  be  done  without  injury  to  the  couotj 
at  large,  for  this'  reason,  that  there  is  but 
one  rate  at  present  for  Middlesex  and 
Westminster,  near  one  third  of  w^ich  fi 
paid  by  the  latter  since  the  increase  « 
buildings  there :  that  this  proportion  ii 
much  greater  than  the  expences  required 
by  the  Act  for  county  rates  would  subject 
Westminster  to;  and  he  added.  That  ib< 
gaol  called  the  House  of  Correction  a 
Westminster  is  repaired  by  the  magist«ta 
of  Westminster,  and  the  expence  is  p^ 
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y  virtue  of  their  orders  on  the  county 
'easurer ;  that  the  same  thing,  if  allowed 
y  parliament  for  the  repair  of  the  pro- 
osed  new  gaol,  will  answer  the  purpose, 
ithout  separating  the  rate. 
James  Sai/er,  esq.,  concurred  with  sir 
}hn  Fielding  in  every  particular.  , 
Sit  John  Fielding^  bemg  again  examined, 
[formed  the  Committee,  That  about  6  or 
years  ago  the  magistrates  of  Westminster 
ad  no  otl^r  court-  house  but  a  place  at 
le  bottom  of  the  stairs,  leading  to  the 
[ouse  of  Commons,  called  Hell,  to  keep 
leir  sessions  in :  the  increase  of  business 
lid  of  offences  in  Westminster  made  it  im- 
racticable  to  carry  on  the  business  there : 
le  nuisance  was  represented  by  the  magis- 
ates  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  lord  Nor- 
lumberland,  who  said,- he  had  then  ap- 
lied  for  redress ;  and  told  the  chairman, 
)at  it  could  not  be  taken  up  by  govern- 
lent  then,  but  would  be  in  future  con- 
dered :  in  the  mean  time,  at  his  own  ex- 
ence,  amounting  to  800/.,  he  directed  the 
tiairman  to  prepare  a  large  house  in  King- 
reet,  Westminster,  which  was  formerly  a 
ivern,  to  be  made  proper  for  a  court 
ouse,  that  tlie  magistrates,  for  their  ses- 
ons,  the. burgesses  for  their  courts,  the 
eutenantcy  for  the  militiii,  commissioners 
f  sewers  for  the  execution  of  their  busi- 
ess,  grand  juries  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
lesex,  writs  of  enquiries  for  the  sheriffii, 
^d  meeting  of  inhabitants  for  nominating 
)cir  representstives,  should  use  the  said 
liilding ;  for  all  which  purposes,  it  has  been 
3nstantly,  effectually,  and  conveniently 
^d:  that  it  is  scarce  possible  for  the 
bove  business  to  be  transacted  without  it; 
ad  the  establishment  of  it  is  as  essential 
)  the  civil  power  as  any  thing  that  has 
een  mentioned :  that  the  purchase  of  the 
ud  building,  and  fitting  it  up,  cost  the 
iike  of  Northumberland  near  4,000/.; 
3d  he  added,  that  this  building  also  might 
s  kept  in  repair  by  the  county  rate,  at  an 
rerage  of  30/.  or  40/.  a  year. 
James  Sayer^  esq.  confirmed  the  fo^e- 
3ing  evidence :  and 

Sir  John  Fielding  said.  He  thinks  the 
;ting  part  of  the  magistrates  in  West- 
linster  is  in  as  good  a  state  as  it  ever  was, 
id  more  free  from  imputations  or  neglect 
^  duty :  that  it  would  be  useful  to  have 
>n)e  persons  of  rank  and  condition  in  the 
)mmis8ion  of  the  peace  for  Westminster, 
bo  would  attend  at  the  quarter  sessions, 
here  they  would  become  acquainted  with 
|e  conduct  of  the  magistrates  in  general, 
ive  a  dignity  to  the  commifisioD^  support 


the  acting  magistrates  on  great  occasions, 
and  give  encouragement  to  such  of  them 
as  discharged  their  trust  becoming  the 
honour  of  the  commission,  and  discounte- 
nance those  who  did  not :  and  he  added, 
that  for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  the  ma* 
gistrates  of  Westminster  have  gone  through 
very  painful  duty,  and  have  been  very 
diligent  in  it ;  and  having  been  sensible  of 
the  necessity  of  their  attendance,  have 
mutually  agreed  to  attend  at  any  time  or 
place,  upon  the  least  notice  from  their 
chairman. 

James  Sayer^  esq.  admitted  that  the  ma- 
gistracy at  present  is  composed  in  general 
of  persons  of  character,  and  that  justice  is 
administered  with  activity,  diligence,  and 
skill ;  but  alleged,  that  it  has  been  other- 
wise formerly,  and  may  be  the  case  here- 
ailer ;  and  therefore  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
a  regulation  in  the  magistracy  of  West- 
minster is  necessarv :  that  there  should  be 
a  qualification  of  justices;  that  they 
should  have  a  reward  for  acting,  as  the 
most  part  of  their  time  will  be  devoted  to 
the  public  service :  that  the  fees  to  be 
taken  by  their  clerks  should  be  appro- 
priated to  some  public  service,  such  as  a 
vagrant  hospital ;  that  there  should  be  cer- 
tain rotation  offices  established  by  law* 
that,  as  he  apprehends,  one  such  office 
might  be  sufficient,  if  properly  regulated ; 
that  the  rotation  office  should  do  all  the 
business,  except  in  emergent  cases ;  and 
that  the  private  offices  ot  justices  of  the 
peace  should  be  abolished,  because  it 
sometimes  happens  that  a  man  committed 
for  a  notorious  bailable  offence,  is  carried 
to  another  justice,  who  bails  him  without 
knowing  the  enormity  of  his  offence :  and 
Sir  John  Fielding  said.  That  in  criminal 
offences  that  nearly  regard  the  public,  it 
is  impracticable  to  use  a  rotation  office,  as 
there  are  many  things  that  are  necessary 

'  to  be  kept  secret ;  and  though  the  whole 
of  the  circumstances  must  be  known  to  the 
acting  magistrate,  yet  they  cannot  be 
known  by  a  fre«h  magistrate  who  attends 
in  rotation.  And  he  added.  That  the 
great  number  of  brothels  and  irregular 

I  taverns,  carried  on  without  licence  from 
the  magistrates,  are  another  great  cause  of 
robberies,  burglaries,  and  other  disorders ; 
and  also  of  neglect  of  watchmen  und  con* 
stables  of  the  night  in  their  respective 
duties :  that  these  taverns  are  kept  by  per* 
sons  of  the  most  abandoned  characters,  such 
as  bawds,  thieves,  receivers  of  stolen  goods^ 
and  marsbal^ea  court  and  sherifi'^s  officers, 
who  keep  lock-up  houses :  the  priiKipal  of 
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these  houses  are  situate  in  Covent  Garden ; 
about  30  in  St.  Mary  le  Strand;  about  12 
in  St.  Martin's,  in  the  vicinity  of  Covent 
Garden ;  about  12  in  St.  Clement's;  5  or 
6  at  Charing  Cross ;  and  in  Hedge-lane 
about  20 :  that  there  are  many  more  dis- 
persed in  different  parts  of  Westminster, 
in  Goodman's-fields  and  Whitechapel, 
many  of  which  are  remarkably  infamous, 
and  are  the  cause  of  disorders  of  every 
kind,  shelters  for  bullies  to  protect  pros- 
tttutes,  and  for  thieves;  are  a  terror  to  the 
watchmen  and  peace  o£Bcers  of  the  night, 
a  nuisance  tojthe  inhabitants  in  the  neigh-, 
bourhood,  and  difficult  to  be  suppressed  by 
prosecution,  for  want  of  evidence ;  and  in 
short,  pregnant  with  every  other  mischief 
to  society :  that  any  person  desirous  of 
gaining  a  livelihood  by  keeping  a  place  of 
public  entertainment,  who  is  of  good 
reputation,  can  obtain  a  licence  with  ease 
from  the  magistrates  to  keep  such  house, 
when  a  public  house  in  any  neighbourhood 
happens  to  be  vacant  that  has  been 
licensed  before;  the  magistrates  of  Mid- 
dlesex and  Westminster,  having  long  held 
it  to  be  a  rule  essential  to  the  public  good, 
rather  i  to  diminish,  than  increase,  the 
number  of  public  houses :  that  persons  of 
abandoned  characters,  by  applymg  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  Stamp-office,  may 
obtain  a  licence  for  selling  wine;  by  virtue 
of  such  licences  it  is  that  the  taverns  above 
described  are  kept  open ;  for  the  aforesaid 
commissioners  are  impowered  by  law  to 
grant  such  licences  to  whom  they  shall 
think  fit:  thatlicences,  for  selling  spirituous 
liquors  by  retail,  are  not  granted  by  the 
commissioners  of  excise,  unless  the  parties 
produce  to  them  a  licence  under  the  hands 
and  seals  of  two  justices  of  the  peace  to 
sell  ale :  that  magistrates  cannot  by  law 
authorize  any  person  to  sell  ale,  without  a 
certificate  of  such  person's  being  of  good 
&me,  and  sober  life  and  conversation ;  so 
that  producing  this  licence  to  the  com- 
missioners establishes  their  character  with 
them,  and  takes  away  the  necessity  of  any 
enquiry :  for  remedy  of  which,  he  proposed, 
that  wme  licences  should  be  placed  by  law 
under  the  same  restraints  as  the  licences 
for  selling  spirituous  liquors  now  are: 
this  remedy,  ne  apprehended,  might  pro- 
bably reduce  the  revenue  of  wine  licences; 
if  confined  to  the  bills  of  mortality,  it 
would,'  in  his  opinion,  diminish  it  no  mpre 
than  400/.  per  ann.  but  if  extended  to 
Portsmouth,  Plymouth,  Chatham,  and 
other  dock  yards,  it  may  lessen  it  200/. 
more :  he  added,  that  he  thinks  it  more 
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necessary  to  correct  the  evil  in  those  paiti, 
as  it  has  a  direct  tendency  to  corrupt  aid 
destroy  the  very  vitals  of  the  coDstitotioo, 
the  lives  of  the  useful  seamen,  who,  by 
means  of  these  houses,  become  the  objecu 
of  plunder  as  long  as  they  have  any  money, 
and  are  induced  to  become  robbers  vhei 
they  have  none :  and  he  informed  tli 
committee,  that  there  is  another  great  nlj 
which  is  the  cause  of  these  diisordes^ 
namely,  the  immense  number  of  coromn, 
prostitutes,  who  mostly  from  necesa^ 
mfest  the  streets  of  the  city  and  libertja 
Westminster,  and  parts  adjacent,  atteDdj 
by  common  soldiers,  and  other  buUia,  ti 
protect  them  from  the  civil  power:  tbt^ 
prostitutes,  when  they  have  secured  ut 
unwary  customers,  lead  them  to  tome  o£ 
the  aK>resaid  taverns,  from  \rhence  tbej 
seldom  escape  without  being  robbed :  M 
cause  of  this  evil,  as  he  apprehends,  k  the 
great  difficulty,  as  the  law  now  stands^ioi 
punish  those  offenders,  they  being,  as  cao> 
mon  prostitutes,  scarce,  if  at  all,  within  tLe 
description  of  any  statute  now  io  beic^: 
and  he  added,  that  this  subjects  watcbmo, 
round-house  keepers,  constables,  and  eres 
the  magistrates  tliemselves,  to  prosecutiocs 
from  low  attorneys :  that  the  remedj,  b 
his  opinion,  should  be  to  declare,  tint 
persons  walking  or  plying  in  the  ^^ 
streets  for  lewd  purposes  after  the  watch  ii 
set,  standing  at  the  doors,  or  appearing  u 
the  windows  of  such  taverns,  in  an  indecect 
manner,  for  lewd  purposes,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  vagrants,  and  punished  as  sucti: 
that  as  to  the  circumstance  of  street 
beggars,  it  never  came  to  his  knowlet!^ 
that  they  are  under  contribution  to  tiie 
beadles. 

Upon  the  whole  of  which  matter,  u 
Committee  cao^e  to  the  following  Resuii* 
tions: 

Resolved,  1.  "That  since  the  29lh  d 
September  last,  104  houses  within  the  cit^ 
of  London,  Westminster,  and  the  parts  ai- 
jacent,  have  been  broke  open,  and  plate, 
jewels,  and  other  goods,  stolen  theretat 
to  the  amount  of  4>,24>1/. ;  that  the  «aiJ 
evil  hath  increased  very  much  ofl^t 
years,  and  is  likely  still  to  increase,  uii!t« 
some  effectual  provision  be  made  to  pre- 
vent it. 

2.  "  That  to  put  a  stop  to  the  said  erl 
the  number  of  constables  in  the  city  aci 
liberty  of  Westminster,  Su  Martio's  f 
Grand,  and  such  parts  of  the  duchjo^ 
Lancaster  as  are  within  the  said  iibertj 
should  be  increased ;  and  that  all  persof^ 
being  householders  within  the  same,  otiu' 
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lian  the  members  of  both  houses  of  par- 
ament,  acting  justices  of  the  peace,  and 
ertain  other  officers  and  persons,  should 
e  made  liable  to  serve  as  constables,  or 
ay  a  penalty  for  refusing  to  serve  the 
lid  office ;  and  that  a  new  mode  of  ap- 
mtins  and  discharging  them  should  be 
lopted. 

3.  "  That  the  number  of  watchmen  in 
e  said  places  should  be  increased,  more 
)le  persons  appointed,  their  pay  aug- 
ented,  another  method  adopted  for  ap- 
Hnting  them ;  that  their  beats,  or  dis- 
lets,  should  be  less  extensive ;  their  duty 
I  made  general ;  and  that  they  should  be 
It  under  one  general  direction. 

4.  '^  That  the  beadles  in  many  parishes 
i  not  at  present  of  sufficient  service ;  that 
sv  should,  for  the  future,  be  employed 
der  another  name,  and  under  some  ge- 
ral  direction,  as  regulators  of  the  watch- 
m,  and  to  take  up  vagrants  and  other 
(orderly  persons,  in  their  respective 
rds ;  and  that  their  number  should  be 
ireased. 

5.  **  That  the  duty  of  constables  and 
tchmen,  and  of  beadles  under  another 
ne,  should  be  regulated,  with  proper 
X)uragements  for  doing  their  duty,  and 
mlties  for  their  neglect  of  it. 

).  '^  That  the  receiving  stolen  goods, 
ticularly  gold  and  silver  plate  and 
els,  should  be  made  more  penal,  and 
receivers  of  them,  particularly  of  those 
en  by  burglary  or  highway  robbery, 
made  principals. 

.  ^*  That  provision  should  be  made  for 
tsporting  criminals,  which  now  are 
isported  to  America,  to  the  coast  of 
ica,  and  to  th«  East  Indies. 
.  ^'  That  common  Ballad  Singers,  by 
ecting  great  numbers  of  people  about 
n,  give  opportunities  for  picking  poc- 
,  and  are  a  great  nuisance;  and  that 
e  effectual  provision  should  be  made 
suppressing  them. 

'*  That  the  present  unrestrained  me- 
l  of  granting  licences  to  sell  wine,  in 
about  the  city  and  liberty  of  West- 
(ter,  gives  an  opportunity  to  persons 
e  most  abandonea  characters,  to  open 
ies  for  the  retailing  of  wine  to  be  drank 
le  said  houses  as  taverns,  which  are 
lented  by  every  species  of  disorderly 
3ns,  and  is  a  great  cause  of  robberies 
other  disorders ;  and  that  the  said  me- 
should  be  restrained. 
K  <<  That  the  house  in  King-street, 
tminster,  called  Guildhall,  which  is 
the  property  of  his  grace  the  duke  of 


Northumberland,  and  was  some  years  ago 
fitted  up  by  him  at  his  own  expence,  hath 
been  of  great  benefit  in  the  holding  the 
sessions  for  the  said  city  and  liberty,  and 
for  doing  other  essential  public  business 
regarding  the  same,  and  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  those  purposes. 

11.  <<  That  the  prison,  called  the  Gate- 
house, in  the  city  of  Westminster,  to  which 
a  great  number  of  criminals  and  debtors 
are  committed,  is  too  small,  and  totally 
unfit  for  the  purposes  of  a  common  gaol  in 
the  present  increased  state  of  the  said  city, 
and  the  liberty  thereof;  and  that  there  is 
no  certain  allowance  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  prisoners  committed  thereto. 

12.  «  That  a  strong  and  capacious  gaol 
for  the  city  and  liberty  of  Westminster, 
should  be  built  in  another  place,  and  some 
provision  be  made  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  prisoners  which  are  or  shall  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Gate-house,  and  to  the  said 
new  gaol,  when  built. 

13.  '<  That  larger  and  more  convenient 
round  houses  should  be  provided  in  the 
said  city  and  liberty  of  Westminster,  and 
in  Saint  Martin's  le  Grand,  and  that  part 
of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  which  is  within 
the  said  liberty;  and  that  no  liquor 
should  be  sold  therein.'* 

Several  gentlemei;!  spoke  against  this 
increasing  our  capitalpenal  laws,  already 
milch  too  bloody.  Tne  receiver  was  in- 
deed as  bad,  or  perhaps  worse  than  the 
thief,  yet  it  should  be  considered,  whether 
the  present  laws  ^ere  not  too  cruel  on  the 
latter ;  and  whether  it  would  not  be  first 
better  to  determine.  Whether  it  would  not 
be  a  better  step  to  reduce  this  punishment, 
than  to  increase  that  of  the  receivers  > 
However,  on  the  division,  it  was  agreed  to 
by  47  to  19. 

Sir  G.  Saville  spoke  well  upon  the  sub- 
ject, he  wished  for  a  committee  upon  this 
head,  who  should  revise  all  the  penal  sta- 
tutes, and  reduce  them  into  a  regular  sys- 
tem, in  which  the  punishments  should  be 
more  adequate  to  the  crimes. 

To  the  Resolution  that  the  transported 
convicts  should  be  sent  to  Africa  or  the 
East  Indies,  instead  of  North  America^ 
several  objections  were  made ;  fir^t,  that 
sending  them  to  these  climates  was,  in 
other  words,  ordering  them  to  death: 
2dly,  that,  unless  the  African  and  East  In- 
dia companies  were  ordered  to  take  them, 
and  pay  for  their  passage,  it*  would  be  im- 
possible to  get  them  there,  as,  at  present, 
the  expence  of  sending  them  was  paid  by 
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the  convicts  themselves ;  and  in  case  the 
convict  could  not  pay  it,  the  master  of  the 
ship  who  carried  them,  had  a  right,  by  the 
laws  of  the  plantations,  to  sell  them  for  the 
time  the  law  condemned  them.  Whereas 
it  was  not  worth  the  'while  of  the  India 
company  to  purchase  them  at  so  high  arate, 
unless  for  soldiers,  and  in  that  case  they 
were  at  present  permitted  to  take  them : 
Srdly,  if  sent  to  Africa,  it  was  to  be  feared, 
that  by  filling  those  forts  with  inhabitants 
of  this  nature,  great  danger  might  accrue 
to  those  settlements,  as  the  neighbouring 
negroes,  always  ready  to  destroy  those 
forts,  and  being  joined  by  these  aespera- 
does,  might  seize  them,  and  which  at  pre- 
sent they  were  with  difficulty  restrained 
from.  For  these  reasons,  this  resolution 
.was  postponed.  The  Resolution,  that 
ballad-sinsers  were  a  great  cause  of  the  in- 
crease of  robbers,  by  drawing  crowds 
about  them  of  idle  people,  to  the  encou- 
ragement of  pickpocKets,  &c.  was  so  ridi- 
cmouSf  that  the  Clerk  could  not  read  it  for 
laughing;  indeed  the  whole  House  joined 
him,  and  after  some  droll  defence  of  them, 
as  itinerant  Muses,  &c*  the  Resolution  was 
postponed. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  sudden 
Prorogation  of  the  Irish  Parliament,*^ 
May  S.  The  Hon.  Botfle  WaUingham 
rose  and  said :  f 

Sir ;  as  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Hotise, 
no  less  than  it  is  the  interest  of  the  British 

*  Fcom  the  London  Magazine. 

\  "  Some  late  transactions  in  Ireland  having 
thrown  that  country  iato  a  state  of  general  dis- 
order and  discoDteot,  occasioned  a  pro|K»al  on 
this  side  for  a  parliameniary  enquiry  into  the 
causes  and  nature  of  tliem.  The  persons  who 
held  power  for  many  years  there  thought  the 
constant  and  unusual  residence  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  was  intended  solely  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  power  and  influence.  A  strong 
opposition  was  prepared ;  but  nothing  appeared 
on  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament  (Oct  17, 
1769)  but  what  promised  harmony  and  good 
humour.  The  Houses  seemed  to  vie  with 
eaob  other  in  their  expressions  of  duty  and 
gratitude  to  the  throne,  and  of  resiiect  and  re- 
gard to  the^Lord  Lieutenant.  This  season  of 
sunshine  was  judged  to  be  the.  proper  time  for 
the  making  of  another  experiment  to  carry 
into  execution  the  Bill  for  the  Augmentation 
of  the  forces,  which  had  failed  of  success  at  the 
.  breaking  up  of  the  hut  parliament 

"  A  mesuge  was  accordingly  sent,  recom- 
mending this  measure  in  the  stronflreet  terms 
from  the  throne.  This  message  likewise  con- 
tained a  promise  from  the  throne,  that,  if  the 


empire,  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  tbe 
proceedings  of  government  even  in  the 
most  distant  provinces  under  oar  domi- 
nion, it  cannot  be  improper  in  the  present 
deplorable  situation  of  Ireland,  to  animiid. 
vert  upon  the  conduct  of  the  ministry,  ta 
examine  the  sources  of  the  universai  dis- 
content which  now  unhappilj  prevaik 
throughout  our  sister  kingaom,  and  rea- 
ders administration  as  detestable  to  the 
people  of  that  country,  as  they  are  de< 
spicable  to  the  inhabitants  of  this. 

It  is  notoriously  known.  Sir,  howerer 
Ireland  may  be  ridiculed  by  the  inco> 
siderate,  or  misrepresented  by  the  malevo- 
lent, that  there  is  no  part  of  the  Brid>ii 
territories  more  eminent  for  its  loyalty, « 
more  conspicuous  for  its  affection  to  tbe 
crown  of  these  realms ;  injustice  after  in- 
justice, tyranny  after  tyranny  has  ^« 
peaceably  put  up  with  from  sentimeotii: 
attachment  to  tne  people  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  suffered,  even  in  thedawnii^gsfji 
prosperity,  her  little  treasures  to  be  tors 
from  her,  contrary  to  every  idea  of  coosti- 
tutional  law,  beca\ise  she  imagined  tb 
violence  might  bb  beneficial  to  EngUai 

The  merit  of  the  Irish  nation,  Sir,»iJ 
not  however  confined  to  the  tolerauooc 
oppression  in  the  ministers  of  this  co'^:- 
try,  but  to  a  cheerful  acquiescence  und^ 
it ;  it  was  not  from  a  want  of  spirit,  or : 
want  of  understanding,  from  a  wact(^ 
courage  to  resent,  or  of  intelligence  ts 
perceive  the  injuries  offered  them,  ti- 

augmentation  took  place,  a  number  or«iKt^< 
troops,  not  less  than  12,000  men,  offifm't- 
eluded,  should  at  all  tinoes,  except  in  cafes  ^ 
iuTasion  or  rebellion  in  Gireat  Britaio,  bei^ 
within  the  kingdom  for  its  better  defease. 

**  The  pro)iosed  Augmentation  was  f^ 
13,000,  the  former  establish meot,  to  13,?^ 
men,  officers  included  :  the  strictest  aci«»»j 
was  promised  to  be  observed  in  this  sm© 
Such  wak  the  favourable  dispositioo  of  t^ 
majority  at  this  time  to  government,  or  cfi>^ 
their  sense  of  the  necessity  of  tbe  measure  k- 
wards  the  common  defence,  that  notwitb$iaB> 
ing  a  strong  opposition  within,  aodit:^^!^ 
rather  unpopular  without  doors,  tbe  Aug<c^ 
tation  Bill  was  carried  through,  and  passciiii 
a  viery  few  days. 

<*  This  apparent  union  of  sentiments,  P^ 
humour,  and  harmony,  between  tbe  e^v*^*^ 
and  goTerned  was  soon  interrupted.  A  M' 
Bill,  which  had  originated  and  beeo  fnu'^ 
the  privy-council,  was  bruatfht  to  tbe  Hui£< 
Commons ;  a  measure,  which,  lboti|rb  ia ^^[ 
oess  legal,  bad  been  always  a  matter  o4  f^ 
altercation  at  the  beginning  of  r? ery  ptf ' 
ment,  at  which  time  only  it  was  oaed,  ia  <^''^ 
to  keep  up  a  right  claimed  by  the  ^^ 
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e  inhabitants  of  that  kingdom  quietly 
idured  the  despotism  of  an  English  ad- 
Inistratlon.  No,  Sir,  their  intrepiditj 
universally  knowDy  their  perception  is 
liversally  acknowledged ;  and  while  we 
(hold  them  with  nitj,  we  cannot  but  con- 
ler  them  with  aamiration. 
To  justify  the  truth  of  what  I  have  now 
Ivanced,  suffer  me  to  remark^  Sir,  that  if 
le  Irish  were  not  naturally  attached  to 
lis  country,  they  have  had  of  late  suffi- 
ent  encouragement  to  oppose  the  inroads 
r  British  ministers  upon  their  property, 
id  to  contend  at  least  for  a  concurrence 
i  the  distribution  of  their  money.  They 
Enre  seen  the  Americans,  a  people  much 
ounger,  and  much  more  obliged,  do  this 
^th  the  greatest  success ;  they  have  seen 
tritish  acts  of  parliament  instituted  for. 
oe  express  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  in 
be  colonies,  not  only  disobeyed,  but  they 
I         I     ■■  ■  -  ■  .-.,■■■■.,.       . 

an  met  of  Henry. 7,  called  Poynn^s 

^w,  by  which  no  billtf  are  to  pass  in  Ireland 

Ifeich  have  not  beeo  first  certified  from  the 

r|ify. council  there.  The  Bill  was  accordingly 
f^ied  *,  and  in  the  vote  for  (bo  rejection,  the 
ton  assig^ned  was,  its  not  having  oripnated 
the  HoQfle  of  Commons.  This  objection 
Ki  nat  impede  the  naftonsT  supply ;  another 
Iko^  BiA  was  pass^  ilk  the  usual  fovm,  Ut 
Ike  most  liberal  nnunner,  and  with  the  greatest 
HBaaifnity, 

'*  The  <^rdiality  and  unanimity  shevrn  upon 
mi  occasion^  by  which  they  trusted  sokly  to 
ne  honour  of  flroveroraent^  and  provided  fully 
Arall  its  necessities;  before  .they  prof^eeutrd  to 
9py  part  of  the  ^tional  business,  greatly,  as 
■ley  said,  enhanced  the  merit  of  the  act.  The 
l^ted  Bill  proTided  only  for  the  expenditure 
•i  three  months,  the  present  for  the  expences 
<f  two  years,  and  th^  supply  granted  amounted 
^  3il68,681]^.  These  two  grfeat  points  of  ^o- 
^mmeot  being  obtained,  in  the  augmentation 
^  the  army  and  the  grant  of  the  supplies,  it 
I^M  tbeu  thouaht  the  proper  timq  to  shew  a 
^tsentment  of  the  rpjeclion  of  the  Money  Bill ; 
*•  affront  which  had  been  (prudently,  as  was 
M  by  one  side ;  meanly  and  frandutently  by 
i^othe^)  dissembled,  until  government  was 
^  on  aoUd  ground. 

^    **  The  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  if  speech  which 

be  made  to  both  Houses,  after  the  greatest  ac- 

.nowledgments  for  the  liberality  with  which 

!  v^  bad  so  efTcctoally  suoported  government, 

'ttddenly  changed  his  style,  and  condemned, 

at  the  stronorest  terms,  the  rejection  of  the 

Jj^y-cooncu  Money  Bill  in  the  House  of 

^^mons,   which  he  represented  to  be  in- 

'*•■««*'»«  upon  the  riglits  of  the  crown,  and 

^t«nd  a  formal  protest  in  the  Home  of  Lords 

*9|mit«  that  act  of  (be  House  vf  Commmm ; 

Jg^  to  preclude  all  debate  upon  the  subject,  or 

*!  P<^ibility  of  passing  resolutions  agointk 

LV0L.XVI.1 


have  seen  our  statesmen  tremblingly  soli- 
citous for  a  repeal  of  these  acts,  and  be- 
held them  entering  into  the  most  dastardly 
concessions,  to  purchase  a  pardon  from 
America.  Yet  though  they  have  seen  all 
this,  they  have  neither  denied  our  autho* 
rity^  nor  opposed  the  execution  of  our  or- 
dinances ;  they  have  even  without  an  act 
of  parliament  submitted  to  the  annual  pay^ 
ment  of  almost  100,000/.  in  pensions,  and 
the  moment  government  condescended  to 
apply  for  any  new  grants,  they  have  con- 
sidered upon  the  nroperest  mode  of  com- 
pliance, and  manifested  a  pleasure  in  as- 
sisting even  the  notorious  prodigality  o^ 
government. 

Having  constanUy  acted  in  this  aflecT 
tionate  manner  to  Great  Britain,  it  might 
be  naturfdly  expected,  that  their  generosity 
would  have  snamed  our  ministers  into 
some  little  degree  of  kindness  and  consi« 
deration.    But  kindness  and  consideration 

A 

tl^ia  measure,  as  suddenly  prorogued  the  ptf^ 
liament.  to  a  long  day.  . 

**  Some  notice  of  this  design  having  been  re- 
ceived before  it  was  put  io  execution,  a  motioii 
had  b^en  made  in  tne  House  of  Lords  a  few 
days  before,  (hat  directions  should  he  given  tcf 
the  Bpeakef  not  to  suffer  any  prot^t  of  any 
persons  whatsoever  to  be  edtereu  in  th^  Jour- 
nals', M^bo  was  not  a  lord  of*  parliament,  and  a: 
member  of  Ibkt  Hoose,  and  which  was  net 
relative  to  some  business  that  had  been  previ- 
ously before  the  House,  and  wherein  the  pro- 
testing lord  hud  taken  part  with  the  minority,; . 
either  in  person  or  by  proxy.  This  questfou 
beings  over- ruled  by  a  great  majority,  a  strong 
protest  was  entered  by  the  minority,  which  at-' 
tempted  t6  shew  that  the  only  two  cases  in' 
point,  which  were  thobe  of  the  earl  of  Stra'Abrd" 
aiid  lord  Sidney,  were  either  transacted  io  such 
times,  or  attended  with  such  circumstances,  ae, 
totally  voided  their  being  drawn  into  precedent,, 
and  that  every  such  act  was  contrary  to  the 
rights  and  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the 
Peers.  The  House  of  Commons,  beR>re  (heir 
breaking  up,  forbid  the  Lord  Lieutenant's' 
8pl*ech  from  being  entered  on  their  Journals. 

'*  In  this  manSer  were  the  sanguine  hopee 
blasted  which  had  been  formed  upon  the  first 
meeting  of  the  first  limited  parliament.  No 
business  had  passed  but  a  compliance  with  the 
requisitions  of  government;  all  the  national, 
business  was  undone;  the  temporary  laws 
which  are  renewed  or  altered  at  every  sessions, 
whether  relative  to  agriculture,  to  trade,  to  the 
supplying  of  the  capital  with  provisions,  to  the 
preservation  of  the  public  security,  or  the  sup- ' 
port  of  the  public  obaritJes,  were  all  expired. 
The  consternation,  distress,  and  diecontent  tlu4 
followed,  weHe  great,  and  the  whole  kingdom 
was  in  a  state  of  universal  oonfusiOD  and  dis- 
order.'*   Annual  Regiater, 
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do  not  leem^the  characteristics  of  our 

1>retent  ministen.  For^  Sir,  though  tbey 
ately  received  a  large  fupi^y  mm  tfaSe 
Irish  parliameut  for  the  purposes  of  4i  anli- 
tary  aaffmeDtation  in  tliat  Unffdom— 
though  Uiej  requested  this  somy  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace,  and  thought  it 
perfectly  constitutional  to  recerre  it  from 
the  representatives  of  the  people;  the 
money  was  no  sooner  reoeiveoy  than  they 
denied  the  right  of  the  Commons  to  grant 
it,  and  insisted  that  power  of  oriffinatinir 
Mone^  Bills  belongad  «tinly  to  £b  pri4 
counpil.  However,  Sir,  to  aigue  with 
|hem  on  their  own  principles,  the  gonrem- 
ment  surely  had  not  a  right  to  take  the 
money  from  parliament,  if  pariiament  had 
liot  a  riffht  to  give  it ;  and  they  shodd 
either  refuse  the  supply,  or  acquiesce  in 
the  legality  of  the  grant.  The  more  we 
consider  the  conduct  of  administration  in 
this  respect,  the  more  we  shall  find  it  per- 

C*  ixed,  mconsistent,  and  tynumicsL  Ilie 
d  lieutenant  having  obtiuned  the  money, 
letums  thanks  to  the  two  Houses  fiirthdr 
liberality,  and  after  he  has  politely  con- 
plimented  thdr  munificence,  he  enters  a 
^protest  upon  the  Journals  of  the  Loids, 
•nd  sensudy  informs  the  whole  worid  that 
ihey  were  not  authorised  to.eaert  it. 
IVhist.is  this,  Sir,  but  addiog  insult  to  op- 
pression, but  lauffhing  at  tSe  \dm  of  «0 
prder,  and  smUmg  while  they  8tid>  die 
essence  of  all  liberty  to  the  heart  ? 

Sir,  the  consequenees  of  this  praeeed- 
ing  were  such  as  aaight  be  expected;  a 
generous,  a  spirited  people  coulo  not  bear 
to  be  reproached,  with  their  very  ▼irtues, 
tfiey  therefore  prepand  to  Bsake  a  vigorous 
effi»rt*in  defence  of  their  oonstitutioiial 
sights,  but  the  chief  governor  took  speedy 
oare  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  pnHa- 
aientary  expostulation,  by  proroguiw 
both  Houses  to  a  distant  day,  and  brand* 
ing  them  with  a  public  stigma  for  comply- 
ing with  the  wisnes  of  ffovemment.  In- 
deed, a  compliance  wiui  the  wishes  of 
auch  a  government  might  in  the  eyes  of 
feasonable  men  seem  to  merit  some  mark 
pf  the  grossest  obloquy.  The  Irish,  how- 
ever, are  more  sinned  against  than  sinning; 
the  concessions  they  made  to  administra- 
tion were  in  fact  so  many  proofr  of  dieir 
regard  for  this  kingdom,  and  they  would 
have  long  since  shewn  a  just  resentment 
against  the  ministry,  had  they  not  been 
^apprehensive  that  such  a  measure  might 
be  conceived  a  diminution  in  their  attaeh- 
ffient  to  the  people  of  England. 

What  the  Irisb  have  deoUaed  doing  from 


this  generous  principle,  it  now  beconei 
ourcmtjrtopenorm;  the  state  of  thtt  na- 
tion is  aeploraUe  beyond  belief  snd  nnoe 
the  unexampled  piwogathia  of  its  pvih* 
ment,  whicK  contributed  so  ^bmStj  to 
die  necessitieB  of  government,  lefenl 
temporary  laws  have  expired;  psfticuiailT 
the  act  for  assigning  judgments,  by  wm 
only,  the  Rotmrn  Cathdics  cwji  oMs 
landed  security  for  their  money :  the  tn 
upon  hawkers  and  pedkrs,  wUUi  wuiki 
voted  to  the  mamtenance  of  the  inoorpo> 
rated  society  for  building  Frototat 
charter-schools,  has  also  oeased ;  ssd  i 
sum  of  near  SfiOOL  allowed  for  pdbb 
works  of  immediate  utOity,  in  comsqnoxe 
of  die  prorogation,  remains  unsppropfiited 
in  the  treasury.  Besides  these,  Sir,  maif 
salutary  acts  rdalive  to  the  b^  innmc- 
dons,  and  the  tffla^  of  the  kingdom  hn 
expired,  so  that  without  the  speedy  iDK^ 
veotioD  of  this  Houses  llmre  ■  no  Kyng 
where  tiie  distresses  of  our  Iririi  fdlor 
subiects  may  end.  I  therafbre  laoiei 
<<  Tint  aa  humble  Address  be  pmoi 
tohkMijes^,  tfaathewOlliegisdoalf 

aised  to  mm  directioBS,  that  tlurebi 
belhrediis  Houae^  a  copyof  ilIi- 
slnictioiM  given  to  tiie  Lord  LieoleBnt  tf 
the  Ungdoas  of  Infamd»  rdadve  to  At  ka 
f^iflfn  prorogation  of  the  Iriih  psria* 
■oit,  ■>•  tiiw«lMD  aAinarOtgiaM 


national  importaBoa  to  that  kfaigdoni  vet 
Mtm  the  8['~ 


deuendinff  in  the  said  nailiaaMBt:  toi^ 
ther  widi  tiie  Fspers  oa  whiefa  die  Mid  u- 
structions  were  nwadedy  and  Us  Asm 
thereto.'* 
Tim  Hon.  CbMtealJM  i%|V  ssoBsU 

theoMftion* 
Mr.  George  GremnBe  t 

Sir;  I  am  so  Miieell^  isli*' 
with  tiie  expedieocy  of  the  motion  st  pn* 
sent  before  the  Chair,  that  I  shall  eves  0- 
ceed  it,  by  moving  Ukewise  for  <*  A  Cop 
of  a  Message  oT  the  16di  of  Nofeobtf 
hnt,  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Maa' 
to  the  House  of  Cominons  of  dhst  kiof 
dom,  rdalive  to  die  Aimnentatisa  of  da 
Forces  there.'*  TheafSihns  of  dntkav 
dom  are  not  only  in  the  utmost  dinrdtfi 
but  the  laws  of  Grreat  Britain  have,  to  of 
opinion,  been  viobted  to  deceife  oar 
fellow-subjects  of  the  neigfabooriitt  b** 
tion  out  of  their  property.  I  via  bo* 
now.  Sir,  dwell  upon  the  absordity  of  i 
system,  which,  in  times  of  profound  piso^ 
can  think  of  encreasing  military  expeooef) 

nor  will  I  dwell  upon  the  patrietlmi  of  nu* 
nisteis^  who  are  atudieus  te  eaeresie  Ai 
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waaber  of  our  forces  «t  a  period  in  wbkh 
nerg  dispaHiooate  Bund  nofl  set  tbe 
proprieCj  of  t  redaction.  What  I  shall 
diiefly  adhere  to»  Sir,  is  the  manner^  in 
which  tbe  aiigmentation  was  ^|amed  from 
die  Irish!  parliament;  the  mduoement 
which  led  the  people  of  that  kingdom  to 
comply  with  this  prepostereos-requisition 
sfsovemment;  andif  in  the  course  of  the 
Gttte  I  may  dEer,  any  thing  should  appear 
Is  fiimish  a  just  ^und  for  bdievmg  that 
the  d^oity  cw  this  nation  has  been  sscri« 
ioed  to  plunder  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland, 
Ihope  onr  love  of  justice,  as  well  aa  the 
isgard  which  we  should  ever  jsntertain  for 
#»  own  honour,  will  lead  us  into  some 
l|inted  enquiries,  and  make  a  proper 
aumple  of  the  sacrifioer  however  di^« 
1|pd  by  office,  and  siqppoirted  by  connec- 
ttoo. 

)  If,  Sir,  the  message  as  printed  in  all  the 
inhGo  psfiera,  and  said  to  be  the  Lord 
fjsutenant'a  message  to  the  Irish  pariifr- 

rit,  is  not  a  scandalous iamatjy.sxA  if 
promise  aaserted  to  be  the  long's  pro* 
Mie  to  that  parliament  also,  be  not  a 
lldiig  imposition,  both  the  message  and 
lie  Momise  awe  rqnignani  to  the  qitrit  of 
i%o  £D|^h  knrs,  the  Act  of  the  hst  ses- 
Hnh  hamff  repealed  the  lOA  of  king  Wil« 
iliai,snd  tiie  ISth  of  Ghailes  2,  nartieu- 
!  Wv.vesting  the  dispositkm  of  aU  the  land 
Wsca»fikroB«in  the  crown.    Now,  Sir,  if 
ipromise  has  been  given  to  the  people  of 
iftelsDd»  that  12,000  men  shall  be  con* 
tektiy  stationed  amwig  them,  I  appro* 
|liBQdthatthe  preroeative  of  the  crown,  is 
prea^  up ;  I  ^»prehend  that  the  obvious 
iMsning  of  the  two  laws  I  have  alluded  to 
ii  defetOed,  and  that  the  disposal  of  the 
I IJMXX)  troops  is  not  virtually  in  the  sove- 
r  vtini,  but  actually  in  the  Irish  parliament, 
i    IH  Sir.  k  tolm  a  matter  oifmadbi  im. 
fwisace;  I  would  not  have  the  royal  pre- 
,ii|itive  dindnished  for  the  purpose  of 
f  Mfice ;  nor  would  I  have  an  English  act 
■  ^  parliament  defeated  in  its  design,  for 
«e  ihamefiil  end  of  dehiding  the  Irish 
ttlow*sttbject  into  a  supply.    For  these 
^^iODs  1  move,  that  the  papers  relative  to 
we  Auginentatkm  Bill  may  also  be  laid 
"^Neos;  and  I  trust  the  hon.  gentleman, 
%ao  made  the  last  motion,  wfll   rather 
wk  I  assist,  than  countersict  his  benevo* 
Nnt  iateution. 

lord^ort*.* 

^^  Sir;  it  is'  not  a  little  surprising, 
?^  gentlemen  are  so  anxious  about  the 
^'•we  of  their  country,  thit  they  will  not 
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remember  in  some  measure  the  nature  of 
but  it  is  still  more  surprising, 


its  laws; 

that  the  very  measures  which  are  taken 
for  maintaining  the  authoritv  of  this  king- 
dom, are  pointed  out  as  a  oegradation  of 
its  honour,  and  a  sacrifice  of  the  royal 
prerogative. 

Sir,  though  I  shall  nHer  Contend  for 
giving  Great  Britain  a  wanton,  an  arU* 
trary  power  over  any  part  of  her  domi- 
nions, and  though  I  shall  always  conteodi 
for  an  English  subject's  possessing  the 
privtlsttes  Si  an  Englishman,  in  whatever 
part  of  our  empire  ne  may  happen  to  be 
placed;  still  I  must  argue  for  the  pro* 
prie^,  the  necessity  of  placing  a  controul- 
in^  power  in  some  place;,  toe  vast  body 
of  the  British  territories  must  have  a 
bead;  and  surelv  sudi  a  superiority  for 
the  common  aooa  of  all,  cannot  be  more 
safely  allowed  than  in  our  hands.  We  are 
the  most  immediately  aiBected  by  any  ge« 
neral  misfortune,  and  consequently  must 
be  most  solicitous  for  the  general  bappi* 
ness;  in  point  of  antiquity,  numbers,  and 
opulence,  we  have  a  just  title  to  pre«emi- 
nenoe,  and  as  the  parent  stato,  it  is  more 
natoial  for  the  various  depend^cies  which 
we  have  protected  for  so  long  a  seri^  of 
years,  to  obey  our  laws  than  to  think  of 
dictatiitt  to  their  protectors. 

On  thw  aceount,Sir,  I  am  bold  enough  to 
stand  forth  an  advocate  for  the  prorogation, 
of  the  Irish  parliament*  *  I  am  bold  enough 
to  say,  that  the  prore^tion  was  unavoid- 
able, and  that  the  minister  would  highly 
merit  an  impeachment,  if  he  had  not  urged 
the  expediency  ofsuch  a  measure.  Geme- 
men  may  declaim  in  general  tehns  very 
pompously,  and  draw  pathetic  pictures  of 
national  calamities.  They  are  supported 
hj  the  temper  of  the  times,  and  people 
without  doors  consider  every  man  o  a  i>a- 
trioti^  who  tells  them  they  are  on  the  brink 
ctf  destruction.  However,  Sir,  give  me 
leave  to  say,  that  what  may  be  mighty 
fine  in  oratory,  may  be  utterly  U&  in 
fiM:t ;  and  give  me  also  leave  to  say,  that  a 
single  truth  in  a  parliamentary  deoate,  is  a 
matter  of  more  real  importance!  than  the 
thunders  of  a  Demosthenes,  or  thcmelli* 
fluence  of  a  Cicero. 

The  distresses  of  the  Irish  nation.  Sir, 
have  been  painted  in  most  melancholy 
colours,  by  tne  hon«  gentleman  who  made 
the  first  motion,  and  they  would  really  de- 
serve our  serious  consideration,  if  it  were 
not  for  one  unfortonate  circumstance, 
which  M,  that  his  picture  is  totally  a  child 
ofthefanagination.    To  prove  this,  let  us^ 
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only  eDquire  into  the  present  s^te  of  Ire- 
land :  is  its  trade  upon  the  decline,  is  the 
landed  property  decrearing  in  its  yalue,  of^ 
are  the  people  oecoming  poor  ?  Alas,  Sir/ 
I^othing  like  it.  The  trade  of  our  sister  na- 
tion never  flourished  so  much ;  the  value 
tfi  landed  property  !s  hourly  increasing ; 
and  so  far  are  the  people  from  being  im- 
poverished, that,  ir  we  except  seme  places 
veiT  remote  from  the  metropolis,  where 
llizmess  is  attended  with  its  never-fuling 
companion,  wretchedness,  all  is  a  oonti- 
Bual  scene  of  abundance  and  festivity. 

So  much  for  the  poverty  of  Ireland. 
With  regard  to  the  augmentation  of  our 
forces  in  times  of  profound  peace,  it  sur- 
prises me  exceedingly  that  tne  gentlemen 
in  opposition  to  government  never  roain- 
ttin    any  consistency  of  conduct.    The 

Srineipal  argument  which  they  have  used, 
uring  the  present  session,  has  been  the 
alarmme  situation  of  the  kingdom.  They 
have  told  us  that  we  were  distracted  at 
Kome,  defied  in  our  colonies,  and  that  some 
of  our  formidable  neighbours  were  actually 
meditating  a  blow  that  mu^  instantly  give 
birth  to  a  new  war.  This  has  been  the 
<9iief  purport  of  their  language,  I  repeat, 
through  th^  present  session,  and  one  of 
their  most  distinguished  leaders  has 
pledged  himself  to  the  publib,  to  the  re- 
ality of  hostile  intentions  in  the  court  of 
Madrid.  Yet,  Sir,  when  their  own  ac- 
counts of  domestic  strife  and  fore^n  in- 
vasion have  induced  government  to  aug- 
ment the  national  strength — the  gloom 
is  instantly  dispelled  ;  the  whole  horizon 
becomes  unexpectedly  serene,  and  the 
ministry  pre  abused  for  incurring  fresh 
vbiiitary  expences  in  an  hour  of  the  pro- 
foundest  tranauillity. 

.  The  right  non.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  and  who  expressed  so  patriotic  an  ap- 
prehension, that  the  laws  of  this  kingdom 
were  violated  in  the  promise  given  to  the 
Irish  parliament,  that  12,000  men  should 
be  constantly  stationed  in  that  kingdom, 
is  so  usually  accurate,  that  I  won&r  he 
could,  upon  the  question  before  us,  run 
into  absolute  contradiction.  He  says, 
that  by  the  laws  of  England,  the  sole  dis- 
position of  the  land  and  sea  forces  belongs 
to  the  crown,  therefore,  the  promise  of 
continuing  12,000  men  constantly  in  Ire- 
land, is  givine  up  the  royal  prerogative. 
That  is  in  plam  English,  the  exercise  of 
the  royal  prerogative,  is  to  relinquish  the 
royal  prerogative;  and  the  disposal  of 
troops  at  the  discretion  of  the  crown,  is  to 
wrest  the  dispositioa  from  its  hands !  To 


be  serious,  Sir,  the  crown  has  the  riglrt  of 
disposing  the  land'  and  sea  ftftce'aa  ft 
pleases  ;  the  crown  '  therefore  rtikioiii 
12,000  men  cons^ntly  in  lirelaiidli  ^ief^ 
ably  to  this  right  \  aAd  the  actual  ckecu* 
tion  of  l!hc  English  laws,  is  now  said  to  b^ 
repugnant  to  two*  l^ngtish  acts  of pufis* 
ment. 

Having  thus  answered  the  arguments  i^ 
distress,  of  inexpediency,  and  illei  *'^' 
urged  against  the  augmentation, 
cotne  to  the  main  (question  which  dar 
triot$  ask  of  govemmentj  "  Why  ' 
you  prorogue  the  Irish  parliament^ 
had  so  liberaNj  administered  to  yoar 
cessities?''  liiatthe  Irish  parhamentfr 
a  truly  iUustrious  assembly  I  am  proodti 
declare,  and  that  ibe  Irisn  nation  merili 
highly  the  good  opinion  of  their  soveie^ik 
I  am  as  ready  to  acknowledge;  but  lU 
reason  of  the  parliamentary  proroeatiDiV 
was  the  solicitude  of  the  very  nnr>ffitrii 
now  reviled,  to  preserve  the  dependnMii 
of  Ireland  upon  this  kingdom.  The  IiiA 
House  of  Commons  entered  into  reMiil 
tions  contrary  to  Poyning^s  law,  into 


hitions  which  consequently  shook  Hb^ 
foundation  of  our  authority  over  IrehmE 
and  therefore  the  pariiament  was  pro^ 
rogued :  as  to,  the  manner  of  the  prorqga> 
tion,  it  was  warranted  no  less  by  precbf 
dent,  than  justified  by  reason,  and  laffinw 
that  any  loss  resulting  to  the  incorpontel 
society  from  the  measure,  shall  be  mdli 
good  from  the  privy  purse. 

Srr,  I  have  now  answered  all  the  aigtt* 
ments  in  fevour  of  the  present  motiooi 
and  shall  only  add,  that  tnose  gentlooai 
who  feel  so  much  for  Ireland,  would  da 
well  to  feel  a  little  for  England  also:  sinI 
as  it  would  be  criminal  to  violate  the  h«t 
of  this  country,  to  seize  the  proper^  of 
that,  I  hope  the  opposition  wul  not  took 
upon  the  enforcement  of  an  estaUishel 
act  to  be  unjust,  which  consults  thenr  nsi 
tual  preservation. 

Sir  William  Meredith  • 

I  shall  beg  leave.  Sir,  to  revert 
to  the  original  proposition  of  my  1)0% 
friend,'  the  consideration  of  the  prorofl; 
tion  of  the  Irish  pariiament ;  and,  in  orb 
thereto,  a  summary  view  of  Poynin^ 
law,  and  those  stati^es  which  are  derive^ 
from  it,  deserve  your  attention. 

The  historians  of  those  times  inform  tai 
that  the  10th  of  Henry  7  was  desi^neitf 
a  curb  ta  the  power,  not  of  parbanes^ 
but  of  the  chief  governors ;  the  act  itif^ 
declaring,  that  the  bills  to  be  wM  fl 
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arliament  9hoa1d  be  certified  over,  under 
le  great  seal  of  Ireland^  previous  to  its 
ommencemeDt.  The  ^reat  inconvenience 
f  tiiU  regulation  induced  them  to  enable 
le  couQcily  by  Uie  4th  and  5th  of  Philip 
ad  Mary,  to  transmit  bills^  over-setting 
le  parliament ;  but.  Sir,  it  is  observable, 
lat  DO  mention  is  made  of  Money  Bills  in 
ny  of  those  statutes,  and  thi$  Act  was 
nee  suspended  in  the  times  of  Henry  8, 
id  queen  Elizabeth,  to  clear  up  some 
aubts,  I  conceive,  which  had  arisen,  rela- 
re  to  the  Sole  right  of  the  Commons  to 
rieinate  Money  bills*  Now,  Sir,  I  totally 
iror  from  the  noble  lord,  that  this  Eeso- 
ition  of  the  Commons  was  contrary  to 
byniog's  law,  or  that  the  precedent  of 
992  is  in  point.  It  i^  contended  that  the 
!>uDcil  have  by  law  a  right  of  originating 
[onev  Bills ;  the  practice,  it  is  acknow- 
tdgedy  has  been  for  ^  grants  to  proceed 
om  the  Commons,  and  the  first  erant  of 
mnage  and  poundase,  the  17th  of  Henry 
f  in  Ireland,  is  declared  in  the  preamble 
)  proceed  from  the  Commons.  Admit* 
Dg  that  they  have  a  concurrent  right,  th^ 
le  Resolution  of  the  Commons  of  Ire- 
ind,  yiz.  «<  That  this  Bill  be  rejected  l>e- 
luse  it  did  not  take  its  rise  in  this  House," 
leans  no  more  than  this-r'two  modes  of 
riginating  Mpney  Bills  being  proposed, 
e  conceive  that  of  the  House  of  Com- 
lODs  to  be  the  superior,  and  therefore  re- 
ct  this  Bill  (which  it  is  acknowledged 
ley  had  an  indisputable  right  to  do^  be- 
luse  it  originated  in  the  council,  ana  not 
this  House^  which  we  conceive  to  be 
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of  this  measure ;  he  says,  that  this  council 
money-bitt  was  a  fine  which  they  paid  for 
the  renewal  of  pariiament,  and  pomted  to 
a  leading  man  of  great  abilities  in  that 
couDtry ;  telling  the  House  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  had  lost  his  place  of  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  for  impeding  the 
progress  of  a  similar  Bill  at  the  com« 
mencement  of  his  present  Majesty^s  rei|;ny 
recommendine  it  to  others  to  avoid  a  like 
fate.  Sir,  I  do  contend  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  administration  in  Ireland  have  been 
most  arbitrary  and  oppressive.  This 
House  has  a  coercive  power  over  ministers 
in  every  part  of  the  British  empire ;  and  I 
hope  that  the  afflicted  couatry  of  Ireland 
win  obtain  from  the  legislature  here,  that 
reparation  which  her  own  parliamenl  caa 
no  longer  give  her ;  and  that  your  policy 
and  interest  will  induce  you  to  do  tha^ 
which  justice  loudly  demands  frpm  yQU« 

Then  the  main  question  as  amendec^ 
being  put,  *^  That  an  humble  Addreps  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  he  will  b^ 
graciously  pleased  to  ^ive  directions,  thi^ 
tnere  be  laid  before  this  House,  a  copy  of 
ail  Instructions  eif  en  to  the  Lord  Lieute? 
nant  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  relative  to 
the  late  sudden  prorogation  of  the  Iti^ 
parliament,  at  a  tune  when  aCEairs  of  tbp 

§reatest  national  in^ortance  to  that  king* 
om  were  depending  in  the  said  parlW 
ment ;  to^etlier  with  the  papers  on  whick 
the  said  mstructions  were  founded*  an4 
his  answers  thereto ;    and  likewise  a  copgf 
of  a  Message  of  the  16th  of  November  lasl^ 
from  the  L<^  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to 
ie  better  mode  of  the  two.    I  do  say  that  I  the  House  of  Coroinons  of  that  kingdom^ 
le  Commons  had  a  right  to  give  this  for  {  relative  to  the  Augmentation  of  tb^I^ce^ 
leir  reason ;   and  that  it  did  not  impugn  [  there  ^'' 
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I  the  least  the  validity  of  the  statute  in 
oestion. 

Had  the  House  of  Commons  assigned 
te  Resolution  In  1692,  viz.  that  this  Bill 
B  rejected  because  it  is  the  exclusive 
^ht  of  the  Commons  to  originate  Money 
ills,  which,  I  am  informed  by  some  lead- 
ig  men  in  that  country,  was  at  first  pro- 
osed,  but  afterwards  moderated  to  the 
resent  form ;  this  would  have  impugned 
te  claim  of  the  council ;  but  at  present 
»ther  protest  nor  prorogation  is  founded 
pon   the  precedent  of  lord  Sydney  in 

I  shall  not,  at  present,  comment  upon 
le  violation  of  the  privileees  of  both 
louses  of  Pajrliament  by  lord  Townshend's 
rotcst,  but  content  myself  with  observing^ 
>at  in  a  speech  of  sir  G.  Macartney's,  I  *  From  the  London 
rinted,  as  it  appear^  to  me»^in  justification  I  Hoseum. 


The  House  divided.    The  Yeaji  went 
forth. 


Telleis. 

Mr.  Walsingham  -  *  - 
Mr.  Seymour  -  -  -  -  - 

Mr.  Onslow  ------ 

Sir  George  Osbom    •  - 

So  it  passed  in  the  Negative. 
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Debate  in  the  Lord$  on  the  Earl  ef 
Chath^m*e  Bill  for  reversitfg  the  Adpidififh 
tions  of  the  House  qf  Commofis  aguind  Mff% 
Wilkes.*!  Majrl.  The  Eairlo? Chatham 
presented  to  the  House  ^  Bill  of  wbicb 
the  following  is  a  copy : 
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An  Act  foe  rereraing  the  Adjudicationi 
of  the  House  of  Commoos,  whereby^ 
John  Wilkes,  esq.  has  been  adjudged 
incapable  of  being  elected  a  Alember 
to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament, 
and  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
Middlesex  have  been  deprived  of  jone 
of  their  legal  Representatives. 

Whereas  the  capacity  of  being  elected 
s  representative  of  the  Commons  in  par- 
liament is  (under  known  limitations  of 
law)  an  original  inherent  right  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  forasmuch  as  to  deprive  the  sub- 
ject of  this  high  franchise  and  birth-right, 
othemise  than  by  a  judgment  accor£ng 
to  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the  constant 
established  usage  of  parliament  conforma- 
ble thereto,  and  part  thereof,  is  directly 
contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  and 
freedom  of  this  realm,  and  in  particular  to 
ibe  Act,  **  declaring  the  righta  and  liber- 
ties of  the  subject,  and  settling  the  suc- 
cession of  the  crown,"  at  the  ever-memo- 
fable  period  of  the  Revolution ;  when 
free  election  of  members  of  parliament  was 
expressly  vindicated  and  secured : 

And  whereas  John  Wilkes,  esq.  having 
been  duly  elected  and  returned  a  knisht 
of  the  shire  to  serve  in  this  oresent  parlia-i^ 
uent  for  the  county  of  Midaiesex,  was,  on 
the  17th  of  February  1769,  without  being 
beard,  adjudged  incapable  of  being  elect- 
ed a  member  to  serve  in  this  present  par- 
liament, by  a  Resolution  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  follows : 

«  Resolved,  That  John  ^^kes,  esq. 
bavins  been  in  this  session  of  parliament 
(Bxpelled  this  House,  was,  and  is  incapable 
of  Doing  elected  a  member  to  serve  m  this 
present  parliament :" 

And  wherea^^  on  the  .same  day  the  said 
House  of  Commons  fkrther  resolved  as 
foUows ;  **  That  the  late  election  of  a 
knifffat  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  this  present 
paruament  for  the  counQr  of  Middlesex  is 
a  void  dection.'*  

And  whereas  the  said  John  Wilkes, 
esq.  having  been  asain  <duhr  elected  and 
returned  a  knight  of  the  shure  to  serve  in 
tibis  oresent  parliament  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  tne  said  House  of  Commons 
did,  on  the  I7th  of  March,  1769,  resolve 
in  ihe  words  foUowine:  **  That  the  elec- 
tion and  return  of  John  Wilkes,  esq.  who 
bath  been  by  this'VEouse  adjudged  inca- 
pable of  being  elected  a  member  to  serve 
in  this  present  parliament,  are  null  and 
▼old:" 

▲nd  whereas  the  said  John  Wilkesi  esq. 
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havmsbeen  again  duly  elected  and  xctom- 
ed  a  knight  of  the  shire  to  lerre  in  & 

S resent  parliament  for  the  oountj  of  Mid- 
lesex  aforesaid,  and  having  on  the  on* 
ginal  poU-books,  1143  votes  in  hu  &. 
vour  against  296,  in  finrour  of  Henj 
Lawes  Xuttrell,  esq.  the  House  of  CW 
mons  did,  on  die '15th  of  AprS,  1769, 
without  a  hearinj;  of  parties,  and  m  nasi* 
fest  violation  of  the  indobitahle  rid^  o^ 
the  freeholders  of  the  county  of  WM^ 
sex  to  choose  their  representatives  in  par- 
liament,  resolve  as  follows ; 

<<  That  Henry  Lawea  LuttreD,  6^ 
ought  to  have  been  returned  akn^tof 
the  shire  to  serve  in  this  piesentpsria* 
ment  for  the  county  of  Bliddlesex,  isd 
thereupon  ordered  the  aud  retomtobi 
amended  accordingly  :'* 

And  whereas,  by  another  BesolatiaD  i 
the  8th  of  May,  1769,  the  sud  HoukoC 
Commons  did,  upon  hearing  the  ooattercC 
the  petition  of  the  freehcdders  of  tbe 
county  of  Middlesex,  as  fieir  as  tbeomc 
related  to  the  election  of  Henry  Lata 
Luttrell,  eso.  farther  resolve  as  fculovt: 

«<  That  Henry  Lawes  Luttrell,  esq.  s 
duly  elected  a  knight  of  tlie  shire  to  sem 
in  this  present  parliament  for  the  coootj 
of  Middlesex  :*' 

And  forasmuch  as  all  the  Resolotioof 
aforesaid,  cutting  off  the  subject  fromliii 
indubitable  birth-righl,  by  a  vote  of  9t 
House  of  Parliament,  exerdsing  dkre* 
tionary  power  and  l^jislalive  aatboritf» 
under  colour  of  a  jurisdiction  in  ekctuvv 
are  most  arbitrary,  illegal,  and  dangenw; 

Be  it  therefore  dediured  and  eoaded,!); 
the  King^s  most  excellent  Majesty,  bj  tod 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  tof4 
miHtual  and  temporal,  and  Commoos  'r^ 
ttus  present  parliament  assrabled,  and  bj 
the  authority  of  the  same,  ^  That  all  tiie 
adjudications  contained  in  the  above  oo- 
tinned  several  Resolutions  are  srbitmr 
and  ill^al,  and  the  same  are  and  sbtd 
be  hereby  reversed,  annulled,  andmaiit 
voidt  to  all  mtents  and  puiposes  wbaiio- 
ever. 


J 


After  the  first  reading  of  the 
it  was  moved,  that  it  be  read  tbeaecood 
time  on  Thursday  next;  which  beiDgob> 
jected  tO| 

Earl  Temfk  stood  iqi  m  support of^ 
motion.  His  lordship  expatiated  larg^ 
on  the  illegal  assumption  of  the  House  a 
Commons;  arraigned  their  adjadicsto^ 

very  spbited  tenas ;  end  uiged  die  itp 
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)rft||rienuice,tliatso  apparently  itruck  at 
be  Titali  of  aU  liberty. 

In  thk  he  waa  supported  by  tbe  duke  of 
Iticbmoiid. 

Lord  LytkUcm  added,  thai  as  the  mode 
if  bringing  on  this  question  was  before  ob- 
laeted  to»  that  obj^ion  could  no  longer 
live  any  weight,  as  it  was  now  introduced 
ysBiU. 

\  The  Earl  of  Denbigh  replied  to  this  in 
ilong  speech^  and  talked  a  great  deal  of 
m  idierent,  exclusive  oower  of  the  House 
f  Commons.     Though  he  had  a  sreat 

Ebhion  of  tiie  spirit  and  abilities  of  the 
pUe  lord  who  introduced  the  Bill,  yet  he 
not  but  differ  with  him  in  this  pioint, 
ildng  it  unprecedented  and  iUegal, 
g  MaHy  unodonging  to  that  House 
1^  calfto  account  the  luljudication  of  the 
per.  He  observed,  tluit  this  was  the 
py  business  of  any  consequence  trans- 
Bed  there  since  the  session  began^  and 
pwithstandiiKg  every  determination  was. 
irried  against  it,  he  f9B  surprised,  at  al- 
to the  end  of  the  session,  to  find  the 
iae  question  still  agitated ;   that  for  his 

ft,  he  could  not  charge  his  memory,  or 
reading,  when  the  Lords  ever  interfer- 
tin  a  like  nature;  and  that  for  these, 
Hd  many  other  reasons,  he  was  against 

The  Earl  of  CtoAam  / 

My  lords ;  the  noble  lord  who  last 
bvoored  us  with  his  sentiments,  has  been 
[My  violent  against  the  present  motion; 
ilieems  even  to  be  angry  with  the  advo- 
Wsiforthe  Bill,  but  his  anger  is  of  asoe- 
M,  that  must  rather  excite  our  smiles, 
Mb  provoke,  our  resentment;  I  shall 
a^ore  take  no  notice  of  the  reflections 
Aich  he  has  thrown  out  upon  the  fiiction, 
ihe  pdltdy  stiles  the  minority,  but  pro- 
M  St  once  to  recapitulate  the  cause  of 
■I  unlucky  measure,  which  is  so  unfor- 
Mte  as  to  be  the  object  of  his  indigna- 

M]f  lords,  die  great  basis  of  public  free- 
lom  in  this  country,  is  the  constitutional 
j^t  which  the  subject  enjoys,  of  dectinj; 
■^representative  in  parliament^  ,This 
w  has  J>eeQ  reoendy  and  notoriously 
Jwed  by  the  members  of  the  House  of 
^'Ommoos,  who,  though  themselves  dele- 
t*tod,  presume  to  appoint  their  own  mem- 
^  and  daim  the  exercise  of  a  power, 
1^  superior  to  that  of  the  very  people 
^  whom  alone  they  derive  aU  theur  au- 


The  county  of  Middlesex,  toy  lords, 
lately  chose  a  aendeman,  no  way  incapa* 
citated  by  the  Taw  of  the  land,  to  be  their 
representative;  the  number  of  voices  which 
polled  for  this  gentieman  were  1143; 
a^^ainst  him  appears  a  court  candidate  with 
S^  votes :  yet,  notwithstanding  the  great 
minority  in  fiivour  of  the  former,  the 
House  of  Commons  not  only  refuse  ta 
admit  him,  but  actually  appoint  his  oppo* 
nent  to  tbe  vacant  seat,  in  defiance  of  all 
law,  in  defiance  of  all  shame,  in  defiance 
of  all  the  execrations  of  their  indicant 
countrymen.  If  a  procedure  of  this  nai- 
ture  is  tolerated,  what  becomes  of  every 
franchise  which  we  hold  sacred  as  Eng- 
lishmen i  This  is  laying  the  axe  at  once  to 
the  root  of  our  constitution;  and  arffuing 
in  extenuation  of  it,  is  only  adding  inault 
to  injury,  and  desiring  us  to  kiss  the  hand 
of  the  assassin,  while  he  niercileasly 
plunges  a  dagp^er  in  our  hearts. 

My  lords ;  it  is  true  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  a  right,  if  petitioned  by  their 
self-aj^ointed  member,  to^examine  care- 
fully into  the  legality  of  the  lliS  votea 
given  for  his  competitor;  but  if  the  votea 
were  l^al  they  nad  na  right  to  set  hint 
aside;  the  same  law  that  constitutes  the 
House  of  Commons,  ^ves  the  freeholdera 
their  discretion^  power  of  chusing  whom 
they  please,  and  it  is  to  this  very  power» 
that  tne.men  thus  trampling  on  the  consti- 
tution, are  indebted  for  their  own  political 
existence.  But  when  no  petition  is  lodg- 
ed, when  no  illegality  in  the  1143  voices  la 
even  so  much  as  pretended,  the  outrage 
becomes  aggravated  in  proportion  to  ita 
audacity,  and  shews  us  tnat  we  are  not  to 
be  allowed  the  mere  shadow  of  a  oonstitu* 
tion. 

My  lords,  it  has  been  insisted,  that  there 
is  no  precedent  for  this  House  taking  no- 
tice of  die  proceeding  of  the  Commona^ 
yet  I  am  pretty  positive,  that  in  the  case 
of  Titus  Oatea,  there  is  one  perfecdy  in 
point,  where  the  Commons  took  cogni- 
zance of  our  proceedm|;«  However,  the 
justice  of  the  measure  is  superior  to  the 
force  of  precedents,  and,  indeed,  if  the 
three  branches  of  die  legislature  were  not 
intended  as  checks  ujpon  each  other,  we 
might  as  well  be  governed  by  one  despotie 
head,  we  might  as  well  be  slaves  to  one 
arbitrary  master. 

It  is  however  said,  asy  lords,  that  a 
nirit  of  discontent  has  gone  abroad,  and 
that,  consequendy,  the  present  Bill  is  in- 
expedient. Now,  for  my  own  particular 
party  I  consider  this  objection  aa  a  fresh 
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argument  in  support  of  the  expediency. 
If  the  nation  is  discontented,  it  is  our  duty 
16  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  this  discon- 
tent. But  our  humane  ministers,  while 
they  scatter  oppression  round  their  coun- 
try, will  not  eyen  allow  the  injured  a  right 
dt  complaining.  Their  majority  in  the 
ld#er  House  is  a  political  inquisition,  with 
t^hidk  they  terrify  ctery  orthoddx  pro- 
ftssof  of  libert7,  so  that-  one  cannot  nelp 
exelnimfng  with  Shakespeare  **  fie  on'' 
the&r  House : 

'' F^  on't !  O  fye  I  'tis  an  nnweeded  garden 
'* iDat  grows  to  seed  ;  things  rank  aod  gross  in 

tQ] 


nanire 
^  FMsetfs  k  meiely" 


My  lords ;  I  am  apprehensive,  I  am  too 
a^rehensive,  that  this  mode  of  proceeding 
spnBgs  near  the  palace ;  but  I  hope  it  wiU 
M  speedily  seen  there  in  all  its  genuine 
demmity.  For  myself,  though  I  shall 
never  abet  the  clamours  of  faction,  I  will 
ever  stand  forth  an  advocate  for  the  just 
rights  of  the  people ;  and  while  I  am  able 
to  eriiwl  up'on  the  surface  of  this  globe,  I 
will  pledge  myself  to  then:  cause,  con- 
aeidtts  that  it  must  be  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  virtue. —  (Here  lord  Pomfret  inter- 
rttpted  htm,  by  calling  to  order,  for  his  re- 
marking so  freely  in  the  last  part  of  his 
tpeech.)  On  which  lord  Chatham  again 
got  up,  and  said,  I  do  not  retract  my 
words— I  esteem  the  King  in  his  personal 
capacity,  I  revere  him  in  his  political  one ; 
and  on  these  principles  I  hope  he  will  see 
it,  and  see  it  in  such  a  light,  that  he  will 
redress  it  by  the  dissolution  of  a  Hotise 
that  eodd  adopt  such  a  measure. 

Lord  Mansfield  i 

My  lords ;  in  this  debate,  though  it 
Jiis  been  already  spdkeh  to  with  great  elo- 
quence and  perspicuity,  I  cannot  content 
myself  with  only  giving  a  silent  vote :  I 
feei  myself  under  a  strong  necessity 
of  ugyinf  something  more;  the  subject 
requires  it,  and  though  the  hour  is  late  [it 
being  then  near  ten  o'clock]  I  shall  de- 
nland  your  lordships'  indulgence,  while 
I  offer  my*  sentiments  on  this  motion. 
l^M  patt  I  took  previously  in  this  roat- 
tef  shall  ever  remain  with  myself.  I 
havi^/  I  vahatst  confess,  deposited  it  in  the 
breast  ofotie  of  the  royal  family,  but,  rest- 
ing secure  in  that  confidence,  it  shall  never 
bt  (ifoclosed  to  an6ther. 

I  am  sui'e,  niy  lords,  many  of  you  must 
rettfember  from  your  reading  and  expe- 
Tienkiej  severalpersons  expelled  the  House 
of  CootaKttis,  without  ever  this  House 


once  pretending  to  interfere,  or  call  in 
question  by  whab  authority  dmy  did  so.  I 
remember  several  myself  [Here  hislordship 
quoted  several  cases  with  great  strength  of 
memory]  in  all  which,  though  most  of  die 
candidates  were  sure  to  be  re-choieD,  tbcj 
never  once  applied,  resting  contented  with 
expulsatory  power  of  the  House,  as  the 
oni^  self-sufficient,  dernier  resort  of  appli- 
cation. 

It  has  been  echoed  on  all  sides,  from  ti:e 
partisans  of  this  motion,  that  the  Hotbe 
of  Commons  acted  illegally  in  accep% 
colonel  Luttrell,  who  had  but  2d6  Tot^ 
in  preference  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  who  had  114?; 
but  this  is  a  mistake  of  the  grossest  natsn 
imagind)le,  and  which  nothing  but  the 
intemperance  of  people's  zeal  could  pose. 
bly  transport  them  to,  aj  Mr.  Wilkes  hd 
been  previously  considered  by  the  lavs  e 
an  unqualified  person  to  represent  the 
people  in  parliament ;  therefore  it  appean 
very  plainly,  that  colonel  LuttreD  M  i 
very  great  majority,  not  less  than  *2f^; 
Mr.  Wilkes  being  considered  as  noboih 
in  the  eve  of  the  law,  consequently  coM 
Luttrell  had  no  legal  opposition. 

My  lords ;  in  all  contested  electioas 
where  one  of  the  parties  think  themsektf 
not  legally  treated,  I  should  be  giad  ti 
know  to  wnom  it  is  they  generally  resort: 
Is  it  to  the  freeholders  of  the  borougb,  &r 
the  county  •  they  would  represent,  or  is  '^ 
to  the  people  at  large  ?  Who  cannot  set. 
at  once,  the  absurdity  of  such  a  que5tio3 
Who  so  ignorant  of  our  laws,  that  carr/i 
immediately  reply  and  say,  **  It  is  tot:' 
House  of  Commons,  who  are  the  o&ir| 
judges  to  determine  every  nicety  ofil^ 
laws  of  election,  and  from  whom  there  c 
no  appeal,  afler  they  have  once  given  tkf 
determination."  AH  the  freeholder  bj 
to  do,  is  to  determine  on  his  object,  bf 
f[iving  him  his  vote :  the  ultimate  po'^  ^ 
lies  with  the  House  of  Commons,  who  a 
to  judge  of  his  being  a  legal  object  of  r^* 
presentation  in  the  several  branches  o^^ 
qualifications.  This,  my  lords,  1  belief 
is  advancing  no  new  doctrine,  nor  adis^ 
an  iota  to  the  extension  of  the  privilege  ^^ 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
more  than  what  the  constitution  has  \ott 
ago  given  him  :  yet  here  is  a  cry  made,  "s 
a  case  that  directly  applies  to  what  I  ^^■ 
been  speaking  of,  as  ir  it  was  illegal,  srb.- 
trary,  and  unprecedented. 

I  do  not  remember,  my  lords,  either^ 
the  course  of  my  reading  or  obserrat*.' 
ever  to  have  known  an  instance  ofape^ 
being  re-cbosen,  after  being  eifdH^ 
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be  drawn  from  this  anecdote,  and  for  ther 
,  reasons  1  have  already  mentioned  to  your 
lordships,  I  am  against  this  Bill« 

Lord  Camden  : 


teyear  1711  :  then  indeed,  my  memory 
lenres  me  with  the  case  of  sir  Robert 
l^alpole ;  he  ^ras  expelled  the  Hous^  of 
Comokonft,  and  was  afterwards  re-chosen ; 
bat  this  last  eyent  did  not  take  place  till 
die  meeting  of  the  next  parliament ;  and 
luring  that  interval  I  find  no  debate  about 
die  illegality  of  his  expulsion,  no  inter- 
ference of  the  House  of  Lords,  no  ad- 
Iresses  from  the  public  to  decry  that  mea- , 
lure,  by  a  dissolution  of  parliament. 
-  Indeed,  an  for  a  precedent  of  one  House 
Merfering  with  the  rules,  orders,  or  busi- 
M8S  of  another,  my  memory  does  not  serve 
to  at  present  with  the  recollection  of  a 
riogle  one.  As  to  the  ca^  of  Titus  Oates 
|s  mentioned  by  the  noble  lord  in  my  eye, 
jkeis  very  much  mistaken  in  regard  to  die 
Miode ;  his  waa  a  trial  in  the  King's-bench, 
irhicb  on  a  writ  of  error,  the  House  of 
Iporamons  interfered  in,  and  they  had  an 
Ihiihority  for  so  doing :  a  judge  certainly 
phsy  be  mistaken  in  points  of  law :  the 
Jlrisest  and  the  best  of  us  may  be  so  at 
pknes,  and  it  reflects  jio  discredit,  on  the 
bsotrary  it  does  particular  honour,  when 
lie  finds  himself  so  mistaken,  te  reverse  his 
decree;  but  for  one  house  of  parlia- 
t,  interfering  with  the  business,  and  re- 
ing  the  resolutions  of  another,  it  is  not 
My  unprecedented,  but  unconstitutional 
to  the  last  degree. 

^  But  suppose,  my  lords,  that  this  House 
.eoiocided  with  this  motion;  suppose  we 
^ agreed,  nem.  con.  "to  repeal  and  re- 
hcindthe  Resolutions  of  the  Hous^e  of  Com- 
liaons  in  regard  to  the  expulsion  and  inca- 
^itation  of  Mr.  A^kes ;"— Good  God, 
^hat  may  be  the  conseqi«^ce !     The  peo- 

Kare  violent  enough  already,  and  to  have 
superior  branch  of  legislation  join 
;tfaein,  would  be  giving  such  a  public  en- 
couragement to  their  proceedings,,  that  I 
jWaost  tremble,  while  1  even  suppose  such 
[*  scene  of  anarchy  and  confusion. 

I  remember,  my  lords,  an  anecdote  of 
i*oman  history,  as  told  us  by  that  justly 
•^ebratcd  historian  Livy.     At  a  period 
I  when  the  people  of  Rome  thought  their  Se- 
mite were  acting  unconstitutionally,  they 
psd  formed  a  scheme  of  giving  them  up 
Jnto  the  hands  of  the  enemy— determined 
^}hh  opinion,  they  were  for  some  time 
waiting  but  for  an  opportunity ;  when  one 
of  their  leaders,  on  whose  valour,  wisdom, 
^d  integrity  they  had  the   last  depen- 
.  r^f  diverted  them  from  their  intentions, 
5T®niinding  them,  •*  that  by  this  revolu- 
"*^  they  muht  probably  change  for  worse 
*»ters."    From  the  mferenee  that  may 
[VOL.  XVI.] 


My  lords;  I  have  reserved  myself 
till  now  in  this  debate.  Indeed,  I  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  speak  after  so  many 
ofmymgenious  friends,  who  have  discuss- 
ed this  subject  with  an  elocution  and  integ- 
rity that  must  reflect  equal  honour  on  their 
hearts  and  abilities ;  but  the  sentiments  of 
the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsack,  just  deli- 
vered, force  me  from  my  seat,  and  I  should 
think  myself  wanting  in  my  duty,  as  a 
friend  to  this  House,  to  the  constitution, 
and  consequently  to  the  cause  I  am  em- 
barked in,  did  I  forego  making  some  ob- 
servations on  opinions,  I  think,  pregnant 
with  such  unconstitutional  doctrines. 

As  to  the  noble  lord's  reasons  on  the 
first  measure  of  this  debate — why  he  con- 
cealed them,  or  what  is  equally  the  same, 
only  communicated  them  li  confidence  to 
ope  bosom,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with;  they 
may  appear  sufficiently  cogent  to  influence 
him  to  act  so ;  though  I  could  not  recon- 
cile it  to  myself,  in  a  matter  of  such  impor« 
tance,  to  sit  totally  neuter ;  there  is  a  pe- 
riod when  this  poised  situation  in  so  prin- 
cipal an  office  of  the  crown  becomes  dan- 
gerous to  the  state,  as  well  as  criminal  in 
the  party ;  and  the  negation  of  advice, 
when  wanted,  very  often  may  be  of  the 
most  fjltal  and  dangerous  consequence. 

My  noble  friends  who  spoke  early  in  thif 
debate,  particularly  the  noble  lord  who 
faces  me  (meaning  lord  Chatham)  have 
very  fully  and  satisfactorily  shewn  you  the 
illegality  of  the  Middlesex  proceedings  in 
parliament.  He  lias  explained  how  the 
votes  of  electors  have  been  unwarrantably 
set  aside;  how  the  House  of  Commona 
have  assumed  a  power,  in  respect  to  the 
election  in  point,  of  setting  up  their  will 
against  Magna  Charta,  the  Bill  of  Rights^ 
and  those  fundamental  laws  from  whence 
the  people  at  large  derive  their  privilt^ges : 
in  short,  he  has  verv  judiciously  painted 
its  process,  and  held  it  out  in  that  strongs 
yet  not  overcharged,  colouring  which  it 
really  wears. 

The  noble  lord  on  the  woolsack  asks. 
In  all  contested  elections  who  should  the 
people  resort  to  but  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  decide  on  tlielli  legalit  v  ?  I  agre^ 
thus  far  with  the  noble  lord ;  they  are  veryi 
judicious V  the  resort  in  these  cases ;  but 
what  do  they  determine  on  i  Why,  they 
are  to  determine  on  the  qualifications  of 
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the  voter,  th^  validity  of  charters,  usage  of 
places,  and  the  majority  of  the  number  of 
electors  thus  qualified.  But  in  the  case 
before  us,  the  opponent  does  not  even  pre- 
tend that  any  of  these  were  broken  in 
upon ;  conscious  of  being  able  to  play  a 
safer  and  more  expeditious  game,  he  only 
produces  his  296  votes,  which  though  but 
a  fourth  part  of  what  was  voted  against 
him,  serves  him  effectually,  and  he  takes 
his  seat  as  if  he  had  an  apparent  majority, 
qualified  in  every  respect  agreeably  to  the 
principles  of  the  constitution. 

But,  then,  it  is  objected,  that  Mr. 
"Wilkes  being  an  expelled  member,  he 
could  not  be  considered  as  a  legal  oppo- 
nent. Will  that  noble  lord  suffer  me  to 
ask  him. another  question,  by  way  of  an- 
swer ?  Was  there  not  a  time  when  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  not  under  expulsion,  and  when 
he  was  unanimously  chosen  ?  What  then 
prevented  the  House  from  admitting  him 
their  member  ?  I  am  asliamed  to  guess  at 
it-— merely  because  they  would  act  in  an 
arbitrary,  dictatorial  manner,  in  spite  of 
law,  or  precedent,  .against  reason  or  jus- 
tice— a  Secret  Influence  had  said  the 
word,  <<  Mr.  W^ilkes  shall  not  sit ;"  an4 
the^a^  was  to  be  obeyed,  though  it  tore 
up  the  heart  strings  of  this  excellent  con- 
stitution. 

The  noble  lord  has  been  very  expert  in 
referring  to  cases;  he  has  shewn  great 
strength  of  memory,  as  well  as  industry, 
in  so  readily  producing  them ;  but  I  ap- 
prehend the  question  should  be  taken  upon 
a  more  broad  and  general  bottom,  not 
only  as  a, particular  candidate  against  a 
particular  candidate;  noc  as  Mr.  W^ilkes 
opposed  to  colonel  Luttrell,  but  as  the 
electors  at  large  against  the  assumed 
power  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
noble  lord,  though  I  am  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  goodness  of  his  memory, 
and  have  but  just  now  borne  testimony  to 
it,  has,  however,  forgot  one  precedent, 
where  one  branch  of  legislation  took  cog- 
nizance of  the  other.  I  shall  beg  leave  to 
remind  him  of  it,  and  I  am  sure,  when  I 
mention  it,  his  intimate  knowledge  with 
the  history  of  this  countpv  will  readily  fur- 
nish him  with  a  recollection  of  it.  It  was 
that  infamous  tax  of  Ship-money,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  first.  This  inequita- 
ble, unconstitutional  tax,  was  as  loudly 
talked  of  to  be  legal  then,  as  the  expulsion 
and  incapacitation  of  Mr.  Wilkes  is  at  this 
day,  ana  it  received  almost  as  great  afn 
authority ;  it  received  the  authority  of  the 
twelve  judges  of  the  land,  assembled  in  so- 


lemn convocation  in  the  court  of  Exche- 
quer ;  a  ratification  that  nothing  could  be 
seemingly  stronger; — but  what   did  ths 
succeeding  parliament,  who  met  in  the 
year  1640,  do  ?     Why,  the  very  first  throg 
they  did,  was  to  nullify  that  determtnatioo, 
as  being  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  land, 
and  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  people.* 
And  will  any  one  be  hardy  enough  at  thii 
day  to  assert  they  did   irroog  I     So  far 
from  being  alarmed  at  one  act  oi  l^isb* 
tion  interfering  with  another,  they  coui- 
dered,  that  though  it  was  a  painful  act  of 
necessity,  yet  it  was  better  to  do  so,  thsD 
suffer  themselves  to  be  enslaved — the  peo- 
ple justly  joined  in  the  cry,  and  it  then 
ceased,  to  be  a  case  between  Mr*  Hamp- 
den and  the  king,  but  the  people  of  Eng- 
land against  venal  and   oppressive  mi- 
nisters. 

I  will  suppose,  my  lords,  for  a  moment, 
that  our  ancestors  acted  as  the  noble  lord 
on  the  woolsack  at  present  advises :  thit 
they,  for  fear  of  fomenting  the  divisions  of 
the  people,  acquiasoed  under  the  sentence 
of  the  judges.  What  would  be,  at  ibis 
day,  the  consequence?  Why,  noy  lord(, 
we  should  only  be  taxed  at  the  s[rbitrarj 
will  of  a  minister ;  and  if  we  dared  t<vii^ 
plain,  we  should  be  treated  as  persons  acR 
mg  in  opposition  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

As  for  my  part,  I  must  agree  with  mj 
noble  friend  who  made  this  motion,  **  tbit 
I  will  join  my  feeble  efforts  to  the  voice  of 
the  people,"  and  the  louder  1  hear  thee 
cry,  the  more  I  shall  be  pleased ;  and  shaS 
ever,  while  they  proceed  in  a  legal  man- 
ner, be  proud  of  tlj^  honour  of  assisting 
them.  Lst  us  d^sioer,  my  lords,  we  sre 
not  now  debating  a  ridiculous  point  at 
precedence,  or  honour,  but  the  liberties 
and  laws  of  this  country ;  and  in  such  a 
critical  point  of  necessity,  it  becomes  v 
to  be  sanguine ;  it  becomes  us  to  be 
unwearied  m  our  endeavours.  The  judg- 
naent  passed  upon  the  Middlesex  eiec* 
tion  has  given  the  constitutioii  a  more  dsa* 
gerous  wound  than  any  which  were  given 
aurin^  the  twelve  years  absence  of  pariis* 
ment  in  the  reien  of  Charles  the  ist;  and 
though  this  Bill  might  be  rejected  (as  ve 
are  sJl  sensible  how  far  a  majority  will  sa« 
persede  reason  and  argument  k  I  trust  in 
the  good  sense  and  spirit  of  the  people  of 
this  countnr  that  they  will  renew  the  claitm 
of  their  inherent  and  unalienable  right  to 
a  true  and  free  representation  in  paHii- 
raent:  and  if,  session  after  session,  ths 
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same  fatal  inflaence  should  continue 
(^which,  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
tni6  country.  Heaven  arert!)  I  expect 
Englishmen  will  not  lose  sight  of  this  Bill 
St  the  next  general  election ;  but  that, 
then,  they  will  make  such  a  compact  with 
the  elected,  as  to  procure  an  eaual  repre- 
sentation, and  a  tull  redress  or  the  many 
difficulties  they  hare  laboured  under. 

Lord  Shelbumef  in  a  severe  speech  upon 
the  ministry,  endeavoured  to  call  up  lord 
Mansfield  again,  but  it  was  impossible. 
Among  other  things,  he  said,  that  lord 
North,  who  advis^  the  giving  LuttreU  a 
place,  in  order  to  set  him  up  for  Middle- 
sex, deserved  to  be,  and  he  hoped  would 
be,  impeached. 

The  Dttke  of  Grafion^  in  a  speech  vindi- 
cating the  ministry,  complimented  colonel 
Luttrell  on  his  courage  as  a  gentleman 
and  as  a  soldier,  in  standing  candidate  for 
Middlesex. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  he  had  prepared  to 
^abroad,  but  altered  his  mind  on  account 
»f  this  national  and  great  constitutional 
»use ;  which  he  was  determined  to  sup- 
)ort,  at  the  expense  of  his  life,  if  ne- 
cessary. 

fil^ow  being  late,  and  the  court  lords 
laving  repeatedly  called  out  the  question ! 
the  question !  the  House  divided  upon  the 
question,  Whether  the  Bill  should  be 
read  a  second  time.  It  was  resolved  in 
he  negative.  Contents,  4S;  Not  Con- 
sents, 89i 

Protest  ae^avtst  rejecting  the  said  Bill.2 

rhen  Lord  Gower  n^ed  that  the  said  Bill 

)e rejected*    The  ouestWi  was  put  there- 

tpon.    It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

<•  Dissentient* 

**  Because  the  foundations  of  this  Bill 
»eing  so  fully  laid  in  the  reasons  contain- 
d  in  two  Protests  entered  upon  the  Jour- 
als  of  thia  House  on  the  2nd  day  of 
February  last,  we  think  it  indispensibly 
ecessary  to  protest  against  the  rejec- 
ion  of  the  same,  to  the  intent  that  it 
lay  be  deliverecl  down  to  posterity, 
lat  this  great  constitutional  and  efiectual 
lethod  of  remedying  an  unexampled 
rievance,  hath  not  been  left  unattempted 
y  us;  and  that  to  our  own  times,  we 
lay  stand  as  men  determined  to  persevere 
I  renewing,  on  every  occasion,  our  ut- 
lost  endeavours  to  obtain  that  redress, 
)r  the  Tiolated  rights  of  the  subject,  and 
>r  the  injared  electors  of  Great  Britain, 
hich,  in  the  present  moment,  an  over- 
liiog  fatalitj  hath  prevented  from  taking 


effect;    thereby  refosiag  reparation  and 
comfort  to  an  oppressed  and  afflicted  pe(M)le. 
f  Signed)   Chatham,  Portland,  Ply- 
mouth,   Rockingham,    Abingdon, 
Boyle,  Grosvenor,  Stanhope,  Pon- 
sonby,  Suffolk,  Richmond,  Radnor, 
Archer,  Fitzwilliara,  Temple,  Tor- 
rington,   Rutland,    John  Ban|^or, 
Wycombe,    Fortescue,    Huntmg- 
don,    Tankerville,    Abergavenny, 
King,  Ferrers,  Lyttelton,  Bolton, 
Camden,  Coventry,  Buckingham- 
shire, Scarborough,  Northumber- 
land, Manchester.'^ 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  debate,  lord 
Chatham    desired  the  Lords  might  be 
summoned  for  the  4th  of  Majr,  for,  said  he, 
I  have  a  motion  of  great  importance  to 
make,  relative  to  the  King. 

Debate  in  the  Lwds  on  the  Earl  of 
Chatham's  Motion  touching  the    Kin^s 
Answer  to  the  Remonstrance  of  the  CUy  of 
London.2    May  4.    The  Earl  of  Chat- 
ham moved  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved,  **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  House,  that  the  advice,  inducing  his 
Majesty  to  give  the  Answer  to  a  late  hum- 
ble Address,  Remonstrance,  and  Petition, 
of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  livery  of 
the  city  of  London,  in  common  hall  as- 
sembled, is  of  most  dangerous  tendency ; 
inasmuch  as  thereby,  the  exercise  of  the 
clearest  rights  of  the  subject,  namely  to 
petition  the  King  for  redress  of  griev- 
ances ;  to  complain  of  violation  of  the 
freedom  of  election :  to  pray  dissolution 
of  parliament ;  to  point  out  mal-practicea 
In  administration;  and  to  uige  the  re- 
moval of  evil  ministers,  has,  under  pre* 
tence  of  reproving  certain  parts  of  the  said 
Remonstrance  and  Petition,  by  the  gene- 
rality of  one  compendious  word,  *  con- 
tents,' been  indiscriminately  checked 
with  reprimand ;  and  the  afflicted  citizens 
of  London  have  heard  from  the  throne 
itself,  that  the  contents  of  their  humble 
Address,  Remonstrance,  and  Petition,1ay- 
ing  their  complaints  and  injuries  at  the 
feet  of  their  sovereign,  as  father  of  his 
people,  able  and  willing  to  redress  them, 
cannot  but  be  considered  by  his  Majesty, 
as  disrespectful  to  himself,  injurious  to  his 
parliament,  and  irreconcilable  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution.'* 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  said : 

My  lords;  in  consequence  of  the 
motion  I  have  now  made,  it  is  necessary 
for  nfe  to  consider  what  it  was  which  the 
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lord  mayor  and  the  city  of  London  re-  '  pose  it ;    and  indeed  oontanplibly  »  I 

iquested,  in  order  that  1  may  discoyer  by  think  of  administration,  I  can  hardly  thbk 

the  nature  of  the  requisition,  how  they  it  was  a  joint  advice ;   I  rather  bdieve  k 

could    possibly  deserve  such  an  answer  the  advice  of  one  or  few;  yetletine  aj, 

from  the  throne  as  I  have  complained  of,  that  whoever  the  advisers  were,  tbey  were 

an  answer  so  harsh,  that  the  whole  course  either  knavea  or  fools ;  if  the  first,  they 

of  my  knowledge  in  the  history  of  England  should  be  held  out  to  the  deteststioo,  to 

is  at  a  loss  to  find  out  a  parallel.     The  the  resentment  of  an  injured  people;  if 

lord  mayor  and  the  citizens  of  London  the  latter,  they  should  be  sent  to  sclmi, 

very  humbly  besought  a  restoration  of  the  instead  of  being  entrusted  with  the  ma* 

freedom  of  election,  a  dismission  of  unjust  nagement  of  a  mighty  empire, 

cervants,  and  a  dissolution  of  a  parliament  My  lords,  when  1  mentioned  the  lirerj 

which  protected  these  unjust  servants,  as  of  London,  1  thought  1  saw  a  smile  of  ti* 

they  could  not  be  constitutionally  repre-  dicole  upon  some  faces,  as  if  they  werei 


aeiited  by  the  supporters  of  oppression,  or 
the  enemies  of  liberty. 

Now,  my  lords,  1  maintain  the^justice 
of  this  petition,  and  I  moreover  maintain, 
that  the  subjects  of  this  reahn  are  not  only 
entitled  by  Magna  Charta  and  the  Bill  of 
Rights  to  petition,  wherever  they  suppose 
themselves  aggrieved,  but  by  a  variety  of 
laws  as  expr^ive  as  they  are  numerous. 
Now,  my  lords,  let  me  re-consider  the  An- 
swer from  the  throne.  It  does  not  reply  to 
any  particular  partof  the  Address,  Petition, 
and  Remonstrance,  but  condemns  the 
whole  at  once  as  disrespectful  to  the  mo- 
narch, injurious  to  his  parliament,  and  ir- 
reconcilable to  the  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution. I  am  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  benignity  of  the^ royal  heart,  to  think 
his  Majesty  capable  "of  giving  such  an  an- 
swer i  and  I  know  that  he  could  not  with 
propriety  give  it  either  in  his  personal,  or 
his  regal  capacity.  First,  with  regard  to 
the  **  disrespect  offered  to  himself,"  no 
judgment  is  here  of  any  competency,  but 
the  judgment  of  the  laws ;  the  laws'  are  to 
pronounce  upon  the  respect,  or  the  disre- 
spect, and  the  laws  only  can  determine 
Eroperly  upon  either.  In  the  next  place, 
ow  could  '  the  Address,  R/emonstrance, 
and  Petition,  be  <*  injurious  to  parlia- 
ment,'* when  it  particularly  contends  for 
that  very  freedom  of  election  which  alone 
can  constitute  the  lower  house  of  parlia- 
ment ?  and  in  the  third  place  how  could 
the  supplication  in  (|uestion  be  '<  irrecon* 
cilable  to  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion," when  the  very  essence  of  the  con- 
stitution actually  permits,  nay  actually  re- 
quires, the  subject  to  petition  for  a  redress 
of  grievances  i  This  is  a  right  which  the 
most  despotic  of  the  Stuarts  never  dared 
to  deny  even  in  the  zenith  of  their  power; 
and  I  repeat,  that  his  Majesty  could  never 
give  the.  answer  now  under  animadversion 
from  himself;  I  have  too  established  an 
#>piiiipQ  both  of  bis  he94  mi  hewct  to  aup« 


body  too  insignificant  for  attentioD  ia  tbii 
assembly;  let  me,  however, declare, tha 
though  I  have  the  honour  to  be  a  member 
of  this  House,  I  think  my  character  ex- 
alted by  concurring  in  the  cause  of  IJbertj 
with  such  virtuous  citizens ;  and  let  me 
tell  the  noblest  of  you  all,  that  socb  a  oqd* 
currence  would  exalt  your  charactea 
The  livery  of  London,  my  lords,  were  re- 
spectable at  the  time  of  Csesar's  iovaaoD; 
the  lord  mayor  of  London  was  a  priDopil 
among  the  25  barons,  who  receind 
Magna  Charta  from  king  John;  and  tbe 
lord  mayor  with  the  livery  have  em 
since  been  considered  to  have  a  mafeenal 
influence  in  all  afiairs  of  govenuDeoL 
Yet,  on  the  late  occasion  bow  have  they 
been  treated  ?  They  have  been  sentavar 
sore  afflicted  fron  the  royal  presence^an 
they  have  been  reprimanded  for  aa$eilisf 
their  unquestionable  privileges  as  Engii^ 
men. 

My  lords,  when  Greece  was  losiof  ber 
freedom,  Philip  of^Maoedon  figurative^ 
observed  that  Ibe  had  lost  an  eye;  tba 
expression  may  be  well  applied  to  tfae 
wound  which  toe  British  constitution  hfi 
received  in  the  Middlesex  election ;  1  but 

aerly  say,  that  in  this  business,  Eo^- 
has  lost  an  eye,  and  the  other  ii  ^ 
violently  contused  with  the  stroke,  as  to  B 
us  with  terror,  lest  a  total  darkness  shodd 
overspread  the  face  of  our  national  libertr; 
for  Ldo'aver  that  colonel  Luttrellisnoit- 
preaentative  of  the  people ;  but  a  noms^ 
forced  into  parliament  by  the  enemies » 
law,  tlie  subverters  of  justice,  and  the  be- 
trayers of  their  count r}'. 

the  Duke  of  NewMstle  stood  up,  asd 
said  he  acted  without  any  factious  nev$: 
he  acted,  upon  the  dictates  of  Us  f*'"' 
science. — [Here  he  was  suddenly  seiiw 
with  a  want  of  utterance,  and  seemed  a»  tf 
choaking.  The  whole  House  was  io  the 
utmost  amaze.  His  grace  sat  down;  aw 
being  repeatedly  call^  upon  to  go  o^)  ^ 
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My  lords;  I  own  myself  astonished 
It  the  motion  made.by  the  noble  lord  who 
opened  the  present  debate,  whether  I  con- 
luder  the  assembly  in  which  it  is  proposed, 
)r  recollect  how  well  the  proposer  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  proceedmes  of*  parlia- 
oeot.  The  noble  lord  surely  cannot  be 
gnorant,  notwithstanding  the  well  known 
TfMtility  of  his  temper,  that  the  very 
ubject  he  now  offers  to  your  considera- 
ioD,  was  debated  in  this  House  before, 
tnd  that  in  consequence  of  that  debate,  an 
Iddress  of  thanks  was  presented  to  his 
Majesty,  both  by  this  and  the  other 
:lou8e,  for  the  very  Answer  which  he  now 
tdvises  you  to  censure*  A  proceeding  of 
his  nature  is  not  only  repugnant  to  order, 
>ut  palpably  repugnant  to  common  sense ; 
ad  it  IS  rather  strange,  that  an  invention 
0  fruitful  in  political  resources  as  the 
ioble  lord's,  could  not  find  out  a  more  de- 
ent  method  of  paying  court  to  the  livery 
f  London,  than  by  endeavouring  to  trifle 
ith  the  sovereign,  and  degrading  the  two 
ouses  of  parli  ament. 

The  noble  lord  does  not  pretend  to  shew 
iny  cause' at  present  for  desiring  this 
trange  alteration  m  your  lordships'  opi- 
ioD,  which  did  not  exist  when  the  ques* 
ion  was  originally  agitated.  Does  he, 
ben,  think  to  make  the  determinations  of 
iu's  House  appear  to  the  world  as  incon- 
istent  and  as  ridiculous  as  the  tenor  of 
is  own  political  conduct?  Are  we  to 
lank  his  Majesty  for  his  answer  on  one 
ay,  and  yet  the  very  next  without  reason 
r  pretext,  to  condemn  the  object  of  our 
^probation  ?  A  conduct  of  this  kind  may 
•  agreeable  to  the  capricious  insanity  of 
political  empiric,  deau  to  shame,  and  lost 
» sensibility,  but  it  would  ill  become  the, 
gnity  of  the  greatest  council  in  the  Bri- 
di  empire. 

For  these  Hceasons,  I  hope  the  House 
ill  be  of  opinion,  that  the  question  can* 
)t  by  any  means  be  taken  again  into  con- 
leration.  Indeed,  some,  who  would  wil* 
igly  earn  the  unthinking  plaudits  of  po- 
liarity  by  seeming  to  support  it,  have  in- 
mated,  that  when  the  subject  came  first 
fore  us  it  was  not  fully  debated :  but  let 
i  ask  on  whom  the  odium  of  precipitancy 
to  be  thrown?  on  the  arbitrary  admi- 
stration,  or  the  exalted  advocates  for  li- 
rty  ?  The  Doble  lords  who  complam  of 


this  precipitancpr,  may  very  well  recollect, 
and  recollect  with  blushes,  that  when  tha 
present  motion  was  originally  taken,  up, 
they  themselves  were  the  persons  who 
quitted  the  fiiir  field  of  open  discussion, 
and  lefl  the  fate  of  their  country  to  th« 
mercy  of  unrelenting;  ministers.  But,  in- 
deed, the  object  which  called  off  their  at- 
tention from  the  national  concerns,  was 
an  object  of  considerable  importance ;  and 
posterity,  though  it  may  lament  their  ab- 
sence on  that  critical  occasion,  when  no 
less  than  the  cause  of  public  freedom  was 
at  stake,  may,  in  the  greatness  of  the 
temptation,  admit  of  argumenu  in  their 
favour.  Hear  therefore,  ye  succeeding 
ages,  what  drew  the  champions  of  the  Bri* 
tish  constitution  from  the  standard  of  pa- 
triotism on  that  memorable  day.  A  city 
dinner  drew  your  political  saviours  from 
the  defence  of  your  rights ;  and  the  con« 
Btitution  of  the  kingdom,  when  put  in  the 
balance  against  a  feast,  instantly  kicked 
the  beam. 

My  lords ;  if  the  happiness  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire  was  not  a  matter  infinitely  too 
serious  for  a  jest,  I  could  be  really  diverted 
to  see  the  fortitude  with  which  our  mirrorfe 
of  public  virtue,  now  their  bellies  are  fuU, 
return  to  the  service  of  their  dear  country; 
and  out  of  gratitude  for  the  good  cheer  of 
the  Mansion-housoi  weep  oter  the  indig- 
nities offered  to  the  sorely  afflicted  livery 
of  London ;  that  livery  which  was  respecta- 
ble in  Csesar's  time,  when  no  trace  of  it  ii 
discoverable,  and  that  Ijvery  which  is  no«r 
so  contumeliously  treated,  because  it  ia 
not  allowed  a  judicial  pre-eminence  over 
both  houses  of  parliament!  But  however 
the  Decii,  the  Fabii  of  the  present  hour, 
may  engage  the  admiration  of  ignorance 
without  doors,  within  I  trust  they  will 
never  make  us  contemptible:  to  the 
despicable  excuses  therefor  now  urged 
for  reviving  the  question  before  us,  *  tbat 
one  could  not  stay  to  hear  it  fully  debated, 
and  that  anothei*  was  not  present,'  let  ua 
answer  with  a  question,  *  Why  could  you 
not  stay,  why  were  you  not  present  ?'    It 


was  your  duty  to^tay,  it  was  your  duty  to 
be  present ;  and  if  the  people  were  not  in- 
fatuated to  a  most  lamentwle  desrce,  this 
single  circumstance  would  tear  the  laurel 
at  once  from  the  brow  of  hypocritical 
ambition,  and^fix  a  brand  of  eternal  igno- 
miny in  its  place. 

Tlie  noble  lords  in  opposition  are,  I 
suppose,  now  come  with  studied  harangues 
upon  the  ty fanny  of  ministers,  the  miseries 
of  the  nation,  and  the  inflexibility  of  the 
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toTereien ;  it  u  reaUy  apity  that  they  can- 
net  make  a  display  of  their  mat  abilities 
consistently  with  the  rules  of  this  House ; 
yet,  if  they  will  thunder  it  away  in  the 
capitol,  1  would  recommend  it  seriously 
to  such  members  as  differ  from  them  in 
opinion  not  to  make  the  least  reply;  this 
will  be  the  best  means  of  bringing  matters 
to  a  speedy  determination ;  this  will  be  ^e 
best  way  likewise  of  resenting  this  mockery 
of  all  order,  this  insult  to  our  dignity,  and 
this  violence  to  our  understandings. 

The  Eart  of  Pom/rrf  observed,  that  the 
House  had  been  of  late  almost  totally 
taken  up,  by  a  popular  nobleman  on  a 
popular  subject,  and  that  he  was  sorry  to 
find  business  so  much  impeded  by  requi- 
sitions incongruous  in  their  very  nature ; 
as  if  these  noble  lords  would,  in  the  course 
of  about  six  weeks,  so  change  their  o|h- 
nions  as  now  to  condemn  a  measure,  thej 
had  then  approve  of,  by  addressing  his 
Majesty  on  the  propriety  of  his  Answer. 
He  added,  that  the  Km^s  Answer  to  the 
City  Remonstrance,  was  such  an  answer, 
as  was  not  only  proper,  but  agreeably  to 
the  answers  which  former  kings  of  Eng- 
land had  given  to  their  importunate  sub- 
jects; Charles  1,  Charles  2,  James  2,  and 
queen  Anne.  He  said,  this  matter  had 
been  agitated  before :  the  mover  of  this 
question  was  like  a  boar  coming  again  and 
again  to  the  same  thing :  and  the  whole 
Opposition  consisted  of  a  faction,  who 
were  desirous  of  nothing  but  places. 

The  Earl  of  SuJM  : 

My  lords;  the  noble  lord  who 
made  the  motion,  has  so  clearly  pointed 
out  the  right  of  the  subject  to  petition  Cbr 
8  redress  of  grievances,  and  the  grievances 
are  so  notorious  to  every  dispassionate 
mind,  under  which  this  country  now  labours, 
that  I  shall  not  take  up  your  time  in  prov- 
ing the  legality  of  the  first,  or  the  particular 
expediency  of  the  latter :  I  only  rise  to 
answer  that  part  of  the  argument,  in  which 
the  ministry  thinks  itself  impregnable, 
namely,  the  incongruity  of  censuring  those 
measures  which  we  have  once  approved, 
and  the  mighty  injury  which  our  dignity 
must  sustain  in  the  candid  acknowledg- 
inent  of  a  mistake.  For  my  own  part,  my 
lords,  I  have  an  old  fashioned  honesty  in 
my  nature,  which  is  ready  to  confess  an 
error,  and  ready  also  to  think  the  confes- 
sion rather  a  credit  to  my  understanding 
than  an  impeachment  of  it ;  infallibility  is 
not  the  lot  of  human  nature,  and  why  in 
our  public  capacity  we  should  be  ashamed 


of  doing  what  would  highly  becooe  « it 
our  private,  I  am  utterly  at  a  kw  to  r^ 
concile.     The  constitotioD  doei  not  top. 
pose  our  resolutions  perfect,  tsd  eIp^ 
rience  every  day  convinces  as,  that  bidj 
acts  which  we  plan  with  the  nioeitdrcuD* 
spection  one  session,  are  absolutely  neco* 
sary  to  be  repealed  the  next :  jet  tocbn 
alteration  in  our  opinion  is  aerer  coui* 
dered  as  injurious,  either  to  the  accnncr 
of  our  judgments,  or  the  probity  of  oor 
hearts.    A  reversal  of  decrees,  npoo  pn- 
per  conviction,  exposes  the  coorts  of  ht 
below  to  no  obloquy,  and  why  a  cbiDgcis 
our  sentiments  relative  to  the  London  Ad- 
dress, Remonstrance,  andPetitioD,BhoBld 
be  so  big  with  absurdity  is  whoflj  beyond 
my  conception.    But  the  tratb  I  fetr  >, 
the  gentlemen  in  office,  though  they  we  i 
blunder,  will  neither  own,  nor  ameDd  it: 
to  amend  would  be  to  declare  theoselm 
capable  of  errine,  and  for  the  credit  of  mi* 
nisterial  rectitude,  oppressions  mustcv- 
tinue,  however  injurious  to  the  honour  if 
the  throne,  or  prejudicial  to  the  ioterettf 
the  nation.    In  reality,  government  seen 
delighted  in  opposing  die  wishes  oftbe 
\  people.    Ireland,  after  its  money  ii  tsks 
away,  is  deprived  of  its  parliament|tboo|^ 
the  nation  is  unanimously  for  its  sittisp 
and  England,  where  the  general  voice  di\ 
out  for  a  dissolution,  is  to  be  blest  with  i 
continuance  of  its  upright  representativo'. 
Where  must  proceedings  of  this  natoR 
terminate  ?   I  tremble  to  reply.    The  pn- 
sent  aspect  of  our  affiurs  b  im  horror,  aod 
without  a  speed v  change  of  measuresitbe 
next  scene  may  be  all  desolation. 

Lord  SheUmme: 

My  lords ;  perhaps  there  never  va  < 
period  more  distressing,  or  more  dL«gracetsi 
m  the  annals  of  Great  Britain  than  the  pn* 
sent ;  when  the  proceedings  of  ministers  sR 
so  d)andoned,  that  they  eiSier  hare  no(biB| 
to  offer,  or  think  it  unnecessary  to  offer  ast 
thing  in  their  own  defence.  Secure  J 
their  majority,  they  look  upon  shame  wip< 
out  a  blush  ;  and  hardened  in  oppret^^ 
they  even  smile  at  the  miseries  of  a  grow* 
ing  people.  It  is  gravely  told  us,  my  lortSi 
that  the  Answer  lately  given  to  the  Citj 
Address,  is  similar  to  the  answers  giteob; 
Charles  1,  Charles  %  James  2,  aid  qo^ 
Anne,  to  similar  applications  of  their  *»■ 
jects  for  redress  of  grievances.  But  f« 
some  of  the  princes  here  named  rankf d  ^^ 
the  catalogue  of  excellent  soverei^^ 
are  they  venerated  as  the  parents,  or  d€^ 
pised  as  the  betrayers  of  their  peopk  *  ^ 
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rai  there  no  iastaoce  upon  record  that 
liked  the^preeent  occasion  but  ingtances 
rom  the  reign  of  the  Stuarts  ?  My  lords, 
\nce  examples  from  history  are  to  be 
uoted,  let  me  tell  you  of  one  that  does 
oDour  to  the  English  name«  and  reflects 
ew  lustre  upon  the  hero  of  the  Revolu* 
on.  Let  me  tell  you  of  the  Kentish  Pe- 
tion,  in  compliance  with  which  William 
le  3rd  dissolved  the  parliament,  to  let  the 
ation  see  he  had  no  double  game  to  play, 
ad  to  shew  that  as  he  had  no  interest  se- 
urate  from  the  interest  of  his  subjects,  all 
irliaments  were  alike  acceptable  to  him, 
lat  were  agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  the 
ingdom.  Here  is  a  precedent  for  royalty, 
precedents  must  be  talked  of  in  opposition 
i  common  sense ;  and  happy  would  it  be 
»r  this  country  if  it  was  carefully  attended 
»  by  our  silent  ministers !  When*  I  first 
ime  into  administration^  a  new  tax  hap- 
ened  to  be  agitated,  and  I  was  called 
pon  to  defend  it.  My  silence  was  consi- 
sred  as  incapacity,  and  some  at  this  mo- 
eDt  wilfully  dumb,  triumphed  not  a  little 
N»use  I  made  no  reply.  In  my  turn, 
erefore,  I  call  upon  them  to  say  some- 
ing  in  their  own  favour,  somethmg  that 
ly  savour  of  modesty,  though  it  does  not 
lish  of  wisdom ;  that  the  world  may  at 
■St  suppose  they  think  themselves  in  the 
^t,  however  their  conduct  may  prove 
em  indefensible.  Whatl  still  silent? 
it  them  still  continue  so— I  see  upon 
lat  they  depend — ^but  let  them  take  care 
•Dattonal  resentment,  though  slow,  is 
eadful ;  and  the  public  is  a  wolf,  which 
it  does  not  even  bite,  will  certainly  worry 
profligate  ministry  into  justice. 
A  noble  lord,  who  spoke  just  now, 
fped  upon  an  expression,  dropt  by  a 
ble  earl  relative  to  secret  influence,  and 
iined  to  call  for  an  explanation  of  that 
rase.  I  will  explain  it  to  that  noble 
d ;  that  secret  mfluence,  are  measures 
opted  by  a  set  of  men,  who,  on  hi?  Ma- 
ty's  accession  to  the  throne  of  these 
tuns,  listed  under  the  banners  of  the 
i  of  Bute ;  who  impudently  call  thero- 
res  the  King's  friends,  but  who  are  in 
h'ty  nobody's  friends  but  their  own ; 
o  have  acted  withoot  principle,  with 
(ry  adminiatration,  sometimes  support- 
them.  and  sometimes  betraying  them, 
tording  as  it  served  their  views  of  in- 
est — who  have  directed  their  attention 
re  to  intrigues,  and  their  own  emolu- 
nts,  than  the  good  of  the  public.  This 
hat  secret  influence ;  and  if  that  noble 
i,  or  hia  adbereots,  want  to  be  further 


.  r9T4 

informed,  I  refer  them  to  an  excellent 
pamphlet justpublished, called'*  Thoughts 
on  the  Cause  of  the  present  Discontents." 

The  House  then  divided,  and  the  motion 
was  rejected  by  85  against  37# 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  BiUfor  pre» 
venting  Delays  of  Justice  hu  reason  of 
Privttege  of  Parliament, 1  May  9.  The 
order  of  the  day  being  read  for  receiving 
the  Report  of  the  Bill,  ««  for  the  furtlier 
preventing  delays  of  justice,  by  reason  of 
privilege  of  parliament."  It  was  moved. 
That  the  Bill  be  recommitted. 

The  arguments  made  use  of  against 
passing  the  Bill,  without  ameudments^ 
were,  That  the  dignity  of  parliament 
would  be  eclipsed  by  it,  m  respect  to  their 
servants :  ana  the  lords  Marchmont  and 
Sandwich  observed,  the  inconvenience  any 
noble  lord  might  be  under  if  his  coachman 
was  arrested  on  his  box,  going  to  the 
House.  Lord  Marchmont  particularly 
observed.  That  this  was  not  putting  a 
case  that  might  not  happen,  as  he  was  al- 
most treated  once  in  the  same  manner,  by 
a  tradesman,  who,  through  malice,  and 
not  knowing  the  privilege  of  a  peer,  had 
arrested    huj    servant.     Lord    Sandwich 

Soke  a  good  deal  of  the  dignity  of  the 
ouse,  and  the  absolute  necessity  there 
was  of  preserving  their  domestics;  and 
concluded  by  recommending  to  the  lords, 
to  preserve  their  privilege,  which  was 
hanued  down  to  them  for  so  long  a  period 
as  seven  hundred  years. 

Lord  Man^ld  said  :* 

My  lords ;  when  I  consider  the  Ini* 
portance  of  this  Bill  to  your  lordships,  I 
am  not  surprised  it  has  taken  up  so  much 
of  your  consideration.  It  is  a  Bill,  in- 
deed, of  no  common  magnitude ;  it  is  no 
less  than  to  take  away  from  two  thirds  of 
the  legislative  body  of  this  great  kingdom 
certain  privileges  and  immunities,  of 
which  they  have  been  long  possessed. 
Perhaps  there  is  no  situation  that  the  hu' 
man  mind  can  be  placed  in,  that  is  so  dif- 
ficult, and  so  trying,  as  where  it  is  made  a 
judge  in  its  own  cause.  There  is  some- 
thing implanted  in  the  breast  of  ,man,  so 
attadied  to  itself,  so  tenacious  of  privi- 
leges once  obtained,  thatin  such  a  situa* 
tion  either  to  discuss  with  impartiality,  or 
decide  with  justice,  has  ever  been  held  as 
the  summit  of  all  human  virtue.  The  Bill 
now  in  question  puts  your  lordships  in  this 

*  From  the  Political  Register,  vol,  7,  p.  80. 
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▼ery  ptedicmncnt^  and  I  doubt  not  battbe 
wiidom  of  yoar  dedsion  will  cooviQce 
the  world,  that  where  sdf-hiterest  and  ji»- 
tice  are  in  opposite  icales,  the  latter 
will  erer  preponderate  with  joor  lord- 
ahiM. 

PrivOeget  have  been  granted  to  legisla- 
tors in  all  ages,  and  in  all  countries.  The 
practice  is  founded  in  wisdom ;  and,  in- 
deed, it  is  peculiarly  essential  to  the  con- 
atitation  of  this  country,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses  should  be  free  in 
their  persons  in  cases  of  civil  suits :  for 
there  may  come  a  time  when  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  this  whole  empire  may  de- 
pend upon  their  attendance  in  parliament. 
God  forbid  that  I  should  advise  any  mea- 
aure  that,  would  in  future  endanger  the 
state :  but  the  Bill  before  your  lordships 
bas,  I  am  confident,  no  such  tendency,  for 
it  expressly  secures  the  persons  of  mem- 
bers of  either  House  in  all  civil  suits. 
This  being  the  case,  I  confess  when  I  see 
many  noble  lords,  for  whose  judgment  I 
bave  a  very  great  respect,  standing  up  to 
oppose  a  Bill  which  is  calculated  merely 
to  facilitate  the  recovery  of  just  and  legal 
debts,  I  am  astonished  and  amazed. 
They,  I  doubt  not,  oppose  the  Bill  upon 
public  principles ;  I  would  not  wish  to  in- 
sinuate that  private  interest  had  the  least 
weight  in  their  determination. 

This  Bill  has  been  frequently  proposed, 
and  as  frequently  miscarried ;  but  it  was 
always  lost  in  the  lower  House.  Little 
did  I  think  when  it  had  passed  the  Com- 
mons, that  it  possibly  could  have  met  with 
such  an  opposition  here.  Shall  it  be  said. 
that  you,  my  lords,  the  grand  council  of 
the  nation,  the  highest  judicial  and  legis- 
lative body  of  the  realm,  endeavour  to 
evade,  by  privilege,  those  very  laws  which 
▼ou  enforce  on  your  fellow  subjects  ?  For- 
oid  it  justice — I  am  sure,  were  the  noble 
lords  as  well  acquainted  as  I  am  with  but 
half  the  difiiculties  and  delays  that  are 
every  day  occasioned  in  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice, under  pretence  of  privilege,  they 
would  not,  nay  they  could  not,  oppose 
this  Bill. 

I  have  waited  with  patience  to  hear 
what  arguments  might  be  urged  against 
the  Bill,  but  1  have  waited  in  vain ;  the 
truth  is,  there  is  no  argument  that  can 
weigh  against  it.  The  justice  and  expe- 
diency of  this  Bill  is  such,  as  renders  it 
self  evident.  It  is  a  proposition  of  that 
nature  that  can  neither  be  weakened  by 
argument,  nor  entaneled  with  sophistry. 
Mttch^   indeed,  has  been  said  by  some 


noble  lords  oodie  wadomaf  oar  SDccstoni 
and  howdiSaentiy  they  thda|^  fromoL 
They  not  only  decreed  tint  pmilc^ 
sboold  prevent  all  civtl  suits  from  procedi- 
ing  donng  the  sitting  of  pariisneat,  ix:t 
likewise  granted  protectioD  to  the  tot 
servants  of  members.  I  dbaD  tgj  nothii^ 
on  the  wisdom  of  our  anoeslon;  it  migbt 
perhaps  appear  iimdiooa,  and  isDotoe- 
cessary  in  the  present  case.  I  shsU  m\j 
sa  V,  that  the  noble  lords  Uist  flitter  theo- 
selves  with  the  weight  of  that  reflectioi, 
should  remember,  that  as  drcumstancei 
aher,  things  themselves  should  liter. 
Formerly  it  was  not  so  fitthiooable  ekfaer 
for  masters  or  servants  to  nm  in  debt  at 
is  at  present ;  nor  formerly  were  mer- 
chants and  manu&cturers  memben  a 
parliament,  as  at  present.  The  c^  s<it 
is  very  diflerent,  both  merchants  and  nu- 
nufiicturers  are,  with  great  proprktr, 
elected  members  of  the  lover  Hoaif. 
Commerce  having  thus  got  into  the  legi»' 
lative  body  of  the  kingdom,  privi]e|;e  osss 
be  done  away.  We  all  know  that  the  rea 
soul  and  essence  of  trade  are  regular  p»* 
ments ;  and  sad  experience  teaches  is, 
that  there  are  men,  who  will  not  miiz 
their  regular  payments  without  the  coe> 
pulsive  power  of  the  laws.  The  ii^t 
then,  ought  to  be  equally  open  to  all ;  ^ 
exemption  to  particular  men,  or  particotj: 
ranks  of  men,  is,  in  a  free  and  cooimerdii 
country,  a  solecism  of  the  grosse^l  nali^& 
But  I  will  not  trouble  your  lord$hip«  wi^ 
arguments  for  that  which  is  sumcleod; 
evident  without  any.  I  shall  ooiystji 
few  words  to  some  noble  lords,  who  f^^^ 
see  mucii  inconveniency  from  the  per^QS* 
of  their  servants  beinff  liable  to  be  arrK* 
ed.  One  noble  lord  observes,  that  tbe 
coachman  of  a  peer  may  be  arrested  vbJe 
he  is  driving  his  master  to  the  Houset  ^ 
consequently  he  will  not  be  able  to  attfJ^ 
his  duty  in  parliament.  If  this  was  ^' 
tually  to  happen,  there  are  so  many  Q^ 
thods  by.wtiich  the  member  might  r<» 
get  to  the  Hotise,  I  can  hardly  tbiok  ^ 
noble  lord  to  be  serious  in  his  objectk^ 
Another  noble  peer  said,  that  bv  thij  Bj 
one  might  lose  their  most  valuable  and  k> 
nest  servants.  This  I  hold  to  be  a  c0> 
tradiction  in  terms;  for  he  neither  can ^ 
a  valuable  servant,  nor  an  honest  wx^ 
who  gets  into  debt,  which  he  neither* 
able  nor  willing  to  pay,  till  corapell^^^ 
Jaw.  If  ray  servant,  by  unforeseen  aco- 
denU,  has  got  in  debt,  and  I  still  w^' 
retain  him,  I  certainly  would  pay  thefW^ 
But  upon  no  principle  of  libenilegiti^ 
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k'hatever,  can  my  servant  have  a  title  to 
et  his  creditors  at  defiance;  while  for 
brty  shillings  only  the  honest  tradesman 
nay  be  torn  from  his  family,  and  locked 
ip  in  gaol.  It  is.  monstrous  injustice!  I 
latter  myself,  however,  the  determination 
f  this  day  will  entirely  put  an  end  to  all 
uch  partial  proce^ings  for  the  future,  by 
assing  into  a  law  the  Bill  now  under  your 
)rdships'  consideration. 
I  now  come  to  speak  upon  what,  indeed, 
would  have  gladly  avoided,  had  I  not 
een  particularly  pointed  at  for  the  part  I 
ave  taken  in  this  Bill.  It  has  been  said 
y  a  noble  lord  on  my  lefl  hand,  that  I 
kewise  am  running  the  race  of  popu- 
irity.  If  the  noble  lord  means  by  popu- 
irity,  that  applause  bestowed  by  after 
ges  on  good  and  virtuous  actions,  I  have 
mn:  been  struggling  in  that  race,  to  what 
urpose  all-trying  time  can  alone  deter* 
Hue ;  but  if  that  noble  lord  means  that 
lu^hroom  popularity  that  is  raised  with- 
ut  merit,  and  lost  without  a  crime,  he  is 
mch  mistaken  in  his  opinion.  I  defy  the 
oble  lord  to  point  out  a  single  action  in 
ly  life  where  the  popularity  of  the  times 
ver  had  the  smallefit  influence  on  my  de- 
.TRiinations.  I  thank  God  I  have  a  more 
ernianent  and  steady  rule  for  my  con- 
tict — the  dictates  of  my  own  breast, 
hose  that  have  foregone  that  pleasing 
ivii^er,  and  i^iven  up  their  minds  to  be 
le  slave  ot  every  popular  impulse,  I  »in- 
trely  pity;  I  pity  them  still  more,  if 
leir  vanity  leiids  them  to  mistake  the 
louts  of  a  m  ob  for  the  trumpet  of  fame, 
xperience  might  inform  them  that  many 
i)o  have  been  saluted  with  the  huzzas  of 
crowd  one  day,  fTave  received  their 
tecrations  the  next :  and  many^  who 
f  the  popularity  of  their  times  have  been 
sid  up  as  spotless  patriots,  hi^c,  never- 
lelcssj,  appeared  upon  the  historian's 
(ge,  when  truth  has  triumphed  over  de- 
»ion,  the  assassins  of  liberty.  Why  then 
in  the  noble  lord  think  I  am  ambitious 
present  popularity,  that  echo  of  folly 
(1  shadow  or  renown,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
termine  ?  Besides,  I  do  not  know  that 
e  Bill  now  before  your  lordships  will  be 
'pular;  it  depends  much  upon  the  ca* 
ice  of  the  day.  It  may  not  be  popular 
compel  people  to  pay  their  debts  ;  and 
that  case  the  present  nuist  be  a  very 
popular  Bill.  It  may  not  be  popular 
ither  to  take  away  any  of  the  privileges 
parliament;  for  i-very  well  rememl^r, 
d  many  of  your  lordships  may  remem* 
r,  that  not  long  ago,  the  popular  cry 
[VOL.  XVI.) 


was  for  the  extension  of  privilege;  and 
so  far  did  they  carry  it  at  that  time,  that  it 
was  said  that  privilege  protected  members 
even  in  criminal  actions;  nay,  such  was 
the  power  of  popular  prejudices  over  weak 
minds,  that  the  very  aecisions  of  some  of 
the  courts  were  tinctured  with  that  doc- 
trine. It  was  undoubtedly  an  abominable 
docti^ne :  I  thought  so  then,  and  think  so 
atill ;  but,  nevertheless,  it  was  a  popular 
doctrine,  and  came  immediately  from 
those  who  are  called  the  friends  of  liberty, 
how  deservedly  time  will  show.  True 
liberty,  in  my  opinion,  c&n  only  exist 
when  justice  is  equally  administered  to  all ;  ' 
to  the  king  and  to  the  beggar.  >Miere  is 
the  justice,  then,  or  where  is  the  law  that 
protects  a  member  of  parliament  more 
than  any  other  man  from  the  punishment 
due  to  his  crimes  ?  the  laws  of  this  coun- 
try allow  of  no  place  nor  no  employment 
to  be  a  sanctuary  for  crimes ;  and  where  I 
have  the  honour  to  sit  as  jndge,  neither 
royal  favour  nor  popular  applause  shall 
ever  protect  the  guilty. 

I  have  now  only  to  beg  pardon  for 
having  employed  so  much  of  vour  lord- 
ships'  time ;  and  am  sorry' a  Bill  fraught 
with  M  good  consequences,  has  not  hiet 
with  an  abler  advocate ;  but  I  doubt  not 
your  lordships'  determination  will  convince 
the  world  that  a  Bill  calculated  to  contri- 
bute so  much  to  the  equal  distribution  of 
justice  as  the  present,  requires  with  your 
lordships  but  very  little  support. 

The  Bill  was  passed  on  the  following  day. 

« 

May  9.  Lord  Denbjgh  made  a  com- 
plaint to  the  House  of  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege having  been  committed  by  the  printer 
or  the  London  Evening  Post,  who  had 
printed  the  proceedings  of  that  House, 
The  printer  was  defended  by  the  duke  of 
Richmond,  the  earls  Templci  Albemarle, 
and  Shelburne. 

The  same  day  lord  Sandwich  made  a 
complaint  of  a  breach  of  privilege  having 
been  committed  by  the  printer  of  the 
London  Packet,  who  had  printed  the 
Lords'  Protest.  The  printers  were  ordered 
to  be  taken  into  custody,  but  they  ab- 
sconded until  the  end  of  the  ^essiop. 

Motion  in  the  Lords  for  an  Address  to 
the  King  to  dissehe  the  Parliament,^ 
May  14.  The  Earl  of  Chatham  moved, 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
bis  Majesty,  most  dutifully  and  most  ear- 
nestly beseeching  his  Majesty,  tliat,  in  tlie 
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dangerous  state  wherein  his  kingdoms  are 
involved  from  the  high  dusatisfactions  ge-  1 
nerally  prevailing  at  home,  apd  from  the  j 
most  alarming  disorders  which  have  un- 
happily manifested  themselves  in  his  Ame- 
rican dominions,  his  Majesty  will,  in  his 
great  wiiidom  and  necessary  care  to  pre- 
vent more  fatal  mischiefs^  be  graciously 
pleased  to  take  the  recent  and  sen  nine 
aense  of  his  people,  by  dissolving  this  pre- 
sent parliament,  and  calling,  with  all  con- 
venient dispatch,  a  new  parliament.''  He 
stated  the  public  discontents  in  England, 
Ireland,  and  America:  affirmed  that  the 
people  had  no  confidence  in  the  present 
House  of  Commons,  who  had  betrayed 
their  trust;  and  shewed,  from  the  situa- 
tion of  public  affairs,  the  great  necessity  of 
having  a  parliament  in  whom  the  people 
can  place  a  proper  confidence. 

All  arguments  were  in  vain:  and  the 
debate  having  lasted  till  nine  o'clock,  the 
court  lords  called  for  **  The  question !" 
and  put  a  negative  upon  it.* 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  an  Address 
io  the  King  upm  the  Disturbances  in 
America,  f]     May  8.     Governor  Pownall 

*  Written  onlers  were  this  day  issued  to  the 
several  floor* keepers  to  admit  oo  no  account 
whatever  any  fiersons  but  peers*  sons  and 
meinliera  of  the  House  of  Commons.  These 
orders  were  isfiiied  in  consequence  of  a  moiioo 
made  by  lord  Denbigh  for  lUat  purpose. 

f  **  The  state  of  affairs  in  America  bad  not 
yet  been  entered  into,  thous^h  they  bad  been 
particnlarly  recommended  by  the  Speech  from 
the  throne,  and  seemed  to  be  one  of  the  ^reat 
objects  uhich  required  the  utmost  attention 
and  inaturest  consideration  of  parliament.  The 
account  which  had  l>een  received  of  the  late 
alannintf  rtot  in  Boston,  between  the  koldiers 
and  town's  people,  and  the  consequence 
that  followed,,  of  the  two  re|fiments  that  were 
staiioneil  in  the  barracks  there  being  under  a 
com  pulsatory  necessity  of  retiring  from  the 
town,  and  tuning  to  Castle  William,  without 
any  order  from  government  for  so  doing,  seemed 
fo  make  this  matter  so  urgent,  as  not  to  adroit 
•of  any  delay,  before  some  conclusive  measures 
were  taken  upon  it ;  and  the  time  pressed  the 
more  immediately,  as  a  speedy  prorogation 
was  the  natural  consequence  of  the  seaash. 

«♦  The  ministry,  however,  were  very  shy 
and  tender  upon  this  head,  and  seemed  to  wish 
rather  to  trust  to  a  ten)|ioriz2ug  conduct  with 
the  colonies,  and  the  lio|)e  of  profiting  by  their 
disunion  or  necessity,  than  to  |.iy  open  a  series 
of  iliscordant  measures,  i«hieh,  however  the 
separate  parts  iniffht  be  defended  by  the  imme- 
diate plea  of  expediency  at  the  lime,  could  bear 
no  crtficiil  test  of  enquiry,  when  compared  and 
•xamined  upoo  the  whole. 


brought  forward  his  motion.  The  cod- 
missions  of  sir  Francis  Bernard,  lord 
Loudon,  and  general  Gage,  and  looe 
Messages  of  the  Assembly  of  BoiUu, 
having  been  read. 

Governor  PownaU  rose  and  said : 

Sir;  die  papers  which  ^ou  haic 
heard  now  read,  contain  the  state  of  bii 
Majesty's  government  in  America.  Hut 
state  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  r^ 
commend  to  our  consideration.  We  can* 
not  on  this  occasion  but  observe,  with  en- 
tire satisfaction,  that  constitutional  com- 
munication which  his  Majesty  hath  alwau 
maintained  with  his  parDament,  in  ereij 
matter  that  concerns  the  state ;  and  I  hope 
we  shall  mark  our  gratitude,  by  express- 
ing our  unfeigned  thanks  in  the  stroogest ! 
terms  of  acknowledgment. 

When  his  Majesty  calls  upon  as  to  coo* 
sider  the  state  of  his  government  in  Acx* 
rica,  we  must  carefully  distinguish  that  ve 
are  not  called  upon  to  execute ;  that  ne, 
his  Majesty's  subjects,  here  within  lis; 
realm,  are  not  called  upon  as  parts  of  t  \ 
collective  sovereign,  to  exercise  thesOTt^l 
relgnty  of  this  kingdom  over  our  fellow*  | 

"  However  this  might  have  been  the  prir- 
cipte  upon  which  American  affairs  weresst-; 
fered  hitherto  to  lie  dormant,  sotwitbstiBil' 
ing  the  recommendation  from  the  tbroor.  it 
was  by  no  means  salisfacUiry  to  those  who  hirf 
opposed  every  part  of  the  conduct  of  adoiai^ 
tration  with  regard  to  America.  A  niolioo  »is 
accordingly  made  (May  8)  for  an  Address  to  tke 
throne,  settiu^  forth  the  disputes  that  had  ar^i 
among  the  several  governors  and  commaa^ers, 
in  almost  all  the  colonies,  since  the  sppaict* 
ment  of  a  commander  in  chief. 

«*  This  motion  had  tlie  usual  fate  of  tb(4e 
made  by  the  minority.    It  did  not,  bovever. 
prevent  other  steps  upon  the  same  subject    k 
Set  of  Resolmioos  were  proposed,  (Ma?  9).  bj 
which  the  whole  ministerial  system  forieicr^ 
yeara  past,  with  relation  to  America,  wastikts 
mto  consideration.    All  the  contradictory  is- 
slructlons  to  the  governors  were  canvassed,  ss^ 
their  inconsistency  and  ill  effects  poiote<l  o«t. 
Taxes  imposed — repealed — imposed  agaiD,*E«^ 
repealed  again.     Asaemblies  dissolved— o^ 
again  ;  and  suffered  to  sit  and  proceed  to  be^- 
ness  without  disavowing  or  duiCOttttteDaMis;^ 
the  measures  which  had  procured  the  fonsc^ 
dissolution.    Promises  made  to  the  assent 'jcn 
that  certain  dnties  should  be  repealed,  ao^I  tav* 
taken  off,  which  were  unwarrantable,  t\  h^^ 
gerons  consequence,  and  a  high  breach  of  T' 
vilege;    and  that  it  was  equally  derogaiwr 
fnim  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  ifae  fren^'* 
of  parliamentary  dehberations,  to  have  its  ^*''' 
pledged  to  the  |ierformsnce  of  such  P'^^''^*^ 
Troops  s»at— diivcn  out— •violeaoa  sad  ««*•" 
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Bubjectfl  in  other  parts  of  the  empire  mih- 
oat  the  realm. 

When  his  Majesty  recommends  this 
matter  to  our  consideration,  we  must  not 
imagine  that  we  are  called  upon  to  make 
arrangements,  and  to  form  establishments 
of  government — it  is  the  sole  right,  the 
sole  power  of  the  crown  to  do  tiiis ;  it  is 
the  auty  of  the  crown. 

When  his  Majesty  recommends  this 
matter  to  our  consideration,  we  must  not 
take  it  up  as  though  we  were  called  upon 
to  make  laws  for  the  interior  conduct  of 
d&e  executive  power  in  these  colonies. 
The  assembly  or  each  is,  within  their  re- 
qtective  jurisdiction,  competent  to  this 
jmrpose;  and  has  in  its  nands  the  full 
power  of  all  the  means  to  this  end. 

This  reference  calls  upon  us,  as  the 
supreme  sovereign  council  of  control 
ttroughout  the  whole  empire,  to  consider. 
Wiat  powers  of  government  the  crown  can 
•nd  oueht  to  grant,  to  the  dependencies  of 
the  realm ; — ^what  form  and  power  of  go- 
tvvnment  the  British  subject  m  those  parts 
ooght  to  be  governed  by ; — ^what  powers 
ife  granted,  both  civil  and  military ;  and 
ithat  have  been  the  arrangements  fnade, 
tnd  measures  taken,  for  administering  and 
executing  those  powers.  This  reference 
epeas  to  us  a  point  of  consideration,  the 
most  important,  the  most  interesting,  and 
enential,  which  ever  came  before  parlia- 
ment ;  a  point  on  which  the  continuance 

toiition  alternately  made  use  of.  ^-Treasooa 
ebirged,  adopted  by  parliament,  oot  proved, 
Mr  attempted  to  be  proved ;  or,  if  ezistingt  bot 
■ttempted  to  be  detected  and  punished ;  an  in- 
mlt  on  the  dignity  of  parliament,  and  tending 
te  bring  either  a  rtflection  on  its  wisdom  and 
jvtioe,  or  to  encourage  treasons,  and  treaion- 
*hle  practices,  by  not  earrj^iog  into  execution 
the  measures  recommended  by  parliament.  * 
*'  All  these  Resolutions  were  rejected ;  nor 
w  tdroinijitratioo  enter  much  into  a  discussion 
er  refutation  of  the  matter  or  chargei  which 
ftey  contained.  The  general  arguments  of 
^  torboleoce  of  the  Americans,  the  disposition 
ef  the  colonies  to  disclaim  all  de|»en(lance  on 
|he  mother-country,  the  necensity  of  su|i|>ort- 
bg  lis  authority  and  the  diflfnity  of  government, 
fDd  the  ri^ht  of  the  crown  to  statiun  the  troops 
ttaoy  psrt  of  the  dominions,  together  with  the 
^"^een^ity  of  their  beinflf  employed  to  support 
we  laws,  vt  here  the  people  were  in  little  less 
■tan  a  state  of  rebellion,  were  those  priiici|)ally 
n^  use  of.  There  was  nothioic  pleasant  in 
we  f  lew  of  the  conduct  of  American  affairs ; 
M  administration  aimed  at  getting  rid  of  the 
SMcuiyioo  as  soon  as  possible,  and  )iut  a  nego- 
bve  on,  lir  postponed  by  previona  questions,  all 
^B^^Mlutioos.''    ADimai  fiegH^* 


of  the  structure  of  the  empire,  in  its  se- 
veral  parts,  depends  at  this  moment.' 

We  ought  to  proceed  by  examining 
matters  of  fact,  and  matters  of  right :  by 
stating  and  representing^^  in  the  most  hum- 
ble and  respectful  manner,  these  matters 
as  they  appear  to  us  ;  and  by  giving  our 
true  and  faithful  advice  to  his  Majesty 
thereupon. 

If  the  King  by  those  powers  of  govern- 
ment which  he  has  delegated  to  his  ser- 
vants in  America,  has  not  been  able  to 
restrain  his  subjects  there  within  the  line 
of  duty,  *^  it  will  be  found  (as  sir  Williahi 
Temple  says)  a  dangerous  thing  to  have 
granted  such  powers  of  government  out  of 
the  king's  hands,  and  to  have^  done  so  lit« 
tie  to  support  those  who  are  entrusted  with 
them." 

If  the  crown  has  been  misinformed  as  to 
facts,  or  ill  advised  in  matters  of  opinion, 
we  ought  to  take  those  measures  that  may 
rectify  and  correct  such  errors.  If  we 
ourselves,  judging  too  hastily  in  mattery 
of  fact,  or  too  warmly  in  matters  of  opinioui^ 
have 'advised  his  Majesty,  upon  sugges* 
tions  of  treasons,  or  misprision  of  treasons, 
committed  in  America,  to  direct  that  the 
persons  suspected  of  those  crimes  should 
De  sent  from  thence  to  be  tried  here  within 
the  realm;  if  while  his  Majesty  hasnotseen 
proper,  or  thought  it  advisable  to  carry  into 
execution  our  advice,  whilst,  on  the  other 
hand  this  advice,  held  out  as  our  opinion, 
has  spread  terror  and  alarm  throughout  thai 
continent :  if  while  this  advice  is  thus  held 
forth  as  otir  opinion,  every  inhabitant  to  a 
man  considers  such  doctrine  as  tending  to 
an  absolute  disfranchisement  of  his  per- 
sonal  liberty ;  and  every  assembly,  without 
exception,  has  come  to  resolutions  directly 
contrary  to  this  opinion,  and  in  affirmance 
of  their  political  rights  —  it  becomes  not 
only  a  point  of  honour  in  us,  but  does 
highly  import  our  dignity,  to  consider  on 
what  ground  and  in  what  light  we  stand* 
We  ought  not  to  suffer  ourselves  to  h$ 
used  as  the  ministers  of  vengeance;  wa 
ouglit  not  to  suffer  ourselves  to  be  held 
out  as  an  object  of  odium^-nor  to  risqut 
our  being  committed  by  unmeaning  me« 
naces,  as  an  object  of  terror  to  our  fellow 
subjects.  We  ought  therefore  to  recall 
this  advice  by  some  act  of  our  own.  But 
as  I  hope  this  matter  will  be  taken  up  by 
some  abler  man,  and  as  I  shall  confine  my 
reasoning,  and  my  motion  to  another  pointy 
I  have  only  mentioned  this,  to  raise  the 
attention  of  gentlemen  to  it. 
if  any  of  his  Ma|^esty's  ministers  bave« 
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by  secret  narratives,  which  have  been  sup- 
pressed among  a  few,  made  suggestions  of 
treasons,  or  misprisions  of  treasons,  and 
have  informed  his  Majesty,  that  his  people 
in  America  will  not  be  subject  to  lawful 
authority,  whilst  the  people  themselves  on 
the  other  hand  complain  that  they  think 
themselves  oppressed  by  unlawful  authori- 
ty — this  becomes  the  point  in  the  state  of 
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long  ago  as  the  year  171 1,  when  EDglasd 
meditated  an  expedition  against  Quebec, 
the  aid  that  this  province  gave  in  forwird* 
ing,  and  by  acting  in  this  expeditioo,  wis 
the  reason  that  it  was  carried  so  far  at  it 
was,  though  it  was  not  carried  to  iucccsk. 
The  debt  which  the  province  contracted  in 
consequence  of  its  vigorous  efforts  on  that 
occasion,  and  a  depreciating  paper  cur- 
liis  Majesty's  government  which  most  de-    rencv,  in  consequence  of  that  debt,  were 


serves  our  very  serious  consideration.  If 
it  be  true,  that  the  subject  in  America 
does  at  this  hour  hesitate  and  doubt  on 
the  terms  of  his  obedience,  we  ought  to 
enquire,  what  strange  cause  could  have 
produced  so  strange  an  effect— so  strange 
and  total  a  change  in  the  spirit  and  temper 

^of  as  loyal  and  anectionate  subjects  as  any 
his  Majesty  has  within  his  dominions, 
who^  until  this  hour,  knew  no  bounds  to 
their  lovalty. 

As  the  (  eople  ot  the  Massacbusets  Bay 
are  those  more  particularly  complained  of, 
and  as  some  late  events  point  our  imme* 
diate  consideration  more  especially  to  these 
people — as  1  knew  them  in  their  better 
days—as  I  had  the  honour  to  be  employed 
in  his  Majesty's  service  when  the  state  of 
his  government  there  was  in  a  very  diffisr- 
ent  situation— as  I  never  can  suspect  the 
loyalty  of  this  people,  or  conceive  them  to 
be  disaffected  to  this  country,  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  thought  impertinent,  nor  fo- 
reign to  the  matter,  if  I  speak  a  few  words 
in  behalf  of  this  people. 

The  duty  of  a  colony,  is  affection  and 
love  for  the  mother  country :  here  I  may 
affirm,  that  in  whatever  form  and  temper 
this  affection  can  lie  in  the  human  breast, 
in  that  form,  by  the  deepest  and  most  per- 
manent impression,  it  ever  did  lie  in  the 
breast  of  this  people.  They  have  no 
other  idea  of  this  country  than  as  theij: 
home ;  they  have  no  other  word  by  which 
to  express  it»  and  till  of  late,  it  has  been 
con^antly  expressed  by  the  name  of  home. 
Tliat  powerful  affection,  the  love  of  our 
native  country,  which  operates  in  every 
breast,  operates  in  this  people  towards 
England,  which  they  consider  as  their  na- 
tive country :  nor  is  this  a  mere  passive 
impression,  a  mere  opinion  in  speculation 
--It  ha^  been  wrought  up  In  them  to  a  vi^ 
gilant  and  active  zeal  for  thp   seryice  of 

*  this  country. 

Wtrre  I  to  mention  every  instance  of 
this,  upon  every  occasion,  I  must  recite 
the  history  of  that   province.     Some  of 
them  I  will  however  beg  the  indulgeo 
of  the  House^  to  select  and  mention. 


the  nrst  causes  of  the  decline  of  that  flm* 
rishing  province.  Nova  Scotia  was  in 
name  annexed  to  the  province  of  Masu- 
chusets  Bay ;  and  it  is  owing  to  the  sup* 
port  and  protection  which  it  received  froa 
that  provmce,  that  it  continued  to  be,  scd 
is  at  this  day,  a  part  of  his  Majesty's  do* 
minions. 

'1  scarcely  need  remind  this  Hooseof 
the  important  services  pf  this  province,  ia 
their  taking  Louisburg  in  the  year  IX 
That  service  was  not  only  importaDibj 
the  acquisition  it  made,  but  by  puitng 
into  the  hands  of  this  country  an  objta 
which  enabled  it  to  negociate  and  coo* 
elude  so  advantageous  a  peace. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  last  war,  it  ns 
owing  to  the  nrompt  and  active  zeal  of  t)i!i 
disloyal,  disanectea  province,  in  promotion 
the  design,  of  an  expedition  agaimt  Btan 
Sejour,  and  Joining  his  Majesty's  troopca 
that  expedition  m  which  that  fort  vl« 
taken,  that  his  Majesty's  dominioos  were 
secured  in  that  quarter,  and  hk  forct^ 
enabled  to  act  where  the  service  did  iukc 
ioBoiediately  call  for  tbem. 

It  was  the  same  prompt  and  active  mi 
which  led  this  province— this  disbyai  ipd 
disaffected  people— to  propose  the  uniui 
expedition  against  Crown-Point ;  to  to- 
gage  in  it  with  that  zeal,  which  gave  ei* 
ample  to  the  rest  of  the  provinces  and  co* 
lonies  concerned ;  and  was  one  o(  t^ 
principal  springs  of  that  spirit  with  vtkii 
It  was  carried  through.  1  can  speak  vi(k 
knowledge  and  certainty  on  this  matter; 
as  before  I  had  the  honour  of  being  oo* 
ployed  in  his  Majesty's  service,  I  wis  bj 
this  province  delegated  to  negociate  thst 
union ;  and  I  can  bear  testimony  to  ii» 
zeal  with  which  the^,  and  eirenr  dfcfj 
province,  engaged  in  it.  The  whole  vof^ 
will  bear  testimony  to  the  spirit  with  vlw^ 
the  business  was  executed.  The  sacoetf 
of  this  expedition  gave  the  first  check  to 
the  French  arms,  and  was  the  first  fro^ 
of  our  succeeding  glory. 

Being  able,  also,  to  bear  testioonr  ts 
the  spirit  with  which  they  set  the  exaiiip*< 
to  the  whole  continent  of  America,  » 
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alsing  troops  at  the  requisition  of  the 
TOwUf  to  join  his  Majesty's  forces  in  the 
ervice  of  this  country,  I  ought  to  mark 
beir  uncommon  zeal  on  that  occasion. 
hey  were  required  to  raise  but  2,300 
leii,  as  a  quota  of  7>000 ;  but  such  was 
leir  zeal,  that  instead  of  2^300,  a  quota 
r  7,000,  they  raised,  armed,  clothed,  and 
aid  7C00,  as  their  own  quota ;  and  kept 
p  this  number  of  men  effective,  during 
le  whole  war,  as  the  certificates  o£  the 
ommaiiders  in  chief  have  manifested ;  be- 
des  manning  and  arming  their  own  forts, 
\,  iheir  own  expence,  upon  tlie  borders  of 
\k  frontier  province.  They  kept  up  also 
20  gun  ship  of  war,  and  an  armed  sloop 
)r  the  protection  of  the  trade  in  those 
iBs.  Ever  attentive  and  ready  to  com(dy 
ith  the  requisitions  of  the  crown,  they 
id,  upon  such  desire  being  signified  to 
lem,  raise  300  of  their  best  seamen,  aod 
md  them  to  recruit  his  Majesty's  navy  : 
}e  bounty  money  and  pay  being  their 
VD  expence.  And  for  these  expences, 
ley  raised,  during  the  war,  80,000/.  per 
an  urn. 

There  is  another  service,  which,  thuugh 
le  occasion  never  called  for  it»  yet  was  in 
itention ;  and  £rom  the  weight  and  in- 
uence  of  those  who  were  coiAulted,  and 
o«vr  the  spirit  of  the  people,  J  may  ven- 
ire to  say,  would  have  been  performed^ 
Haud  incerta  pro  certa  habeo.'  I  n>eak 
f  what  was  platted  and  set  down.     When 

was  apprehended  that  the  French  anight 
ivade  England,  and  land  a  body  of  troops 
t  it,  there  was  a  design  amongst  those 
ho  had  an  authority  and  lead  with  this 
eople  there,  and  who  would  have  been 
l>le  to  have  led  them  into  the  execution 
f  it--there  was  a  design  to  propose  the 
ringing  over  to  this  'country  a  body  of 
len,  to  the  asaistaxM:e  of  the  mother  coun- 
ts which  they  call  their  home;  and  if 
)e  French  had  actually  landed  any  troops 
n  Enelish  ground,  this  disaffected,  this 
isloyal  people,  would  have  come  to  the 
Sfiijitance  o£  their  parent  country,  this, 
ieir  home ;  the  native  country  of  the  co- 
pies. But,  what  is  the  case  now,  and 
ow  are  matters  changed  ?  Under  an  idea, 
)at  this  people  cannot  be  recalled  to  a 
i^e  of  lawful  8'  thority,,  we  are  sending 
oops  there,  to  insure  tlieir  obedience,  and 
)  preserve  their  uni4»i  with  us. 

If  there  be  any  ehange  in  the  temper  of 
|iis  people,  as  I  am  afraid  is  too  melan- 
holy  a  truth,  and  too  clear  to  be  denied-— 
>  there  be  any  change  in  their  confidence 
Dwards  government^  at^y  fuspkuoui  and 
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jealous  guarding  of  their  rights  against  the 
administration  of  that  government ;  I  will 
fairly  tell  you  what  is  the  cause.  -  Apart 
the  unhappy  disputes  on  the  matter  of 
taxation,  they  have  doubts  conceived  of 
designs  to  alter  their  civil  constitution. 
The  suspension  of  the  Assembly  of  New 
York,  because  that,  as  a  deliberative  body, 
would  not  will  as  we ,  had  willed — ^would 
not  register,  us  their  will,  our  acts— has 
spread  an  alarming  apprehension  through^ 
out  the  continent,  that  their  assemblies 
are  no  lonser  considered,  as  what  they  liad 
always*  hitnerto,  considered  themselves  to 
he.  The  order  sent  for  dissolving  other 
assembhes,  if  they  did  not  rescind  resolu* 
tioBS,  which,  in  their  deliberative  capacity, 
they  had  come  to,  confirmed  them  in  thia 
apprehension.  Ideas  thrown  out  of  dlter* 
ing  the  council  at  Boston  spread  this  alarm 
still  wider ;  and,  on  this  occasion,  I  will 
beg  learve  to  say  a  few  words  to  the  states 
of  that  council. 

It  has  been  represented  a»  totally  de« 
osocratic ;  formea  at  and  directed  by  tha 
will  of  the  people :  but  Sir,  when  I  stat^ 
to  you  the  constitution  of  that  board,  yois 
will  see  that  as,  on  one  hand,  it  hath  mora 
authority  within  the  province  where  it 
exists,  than  any  other  council,  in  anyi 
other  part  of  his  Majesty's  American  do* 
minions;  so  it  hath  always  shewn  ^lora 
attention  and  readiness  to  comply  with 
every  matter,  wherein  the  honour  or  in« 
terest  of  bis  Majesty's  government  in  .Hat 
countpy  could  be  concerned,  than 'any 
other  council,  formed  upon  any  other  plan  i 
and  from  that  authority  hath  been  more 
efficient  in  promoting  it. 

This  body  is,  ind^d,  elective — ^but  it  is 
elected,  partly  by  the  new  renresentativea 
of  the  people,  partly  by  itself,  and  partly 
by  the  governor,  so  far  as  his  having  a  ne« 
gative  over  all  the  elections  goes.  The 
council  consists  of  28  Ibembers ;  the  as- 
sembly of  about  100.  In  this  election 
every  one  will  see,  that  the  council  will  be 
(as  in  fact  they  alwa^'s  are)  nearly  unani« 
mous  in  their  own  mterest:  they  must 
also  see,  that  even  a  minority  of  the  re« 
presentatives,  joined  to  these,  must  have 
the  effect  of  giving  great  weight  to  the 
crown  in  the  election — which,  in  fact,  it 
always  has  had :  it  will  therefore  be  seen, 
as  I  said,  that  although  the  council  ac-* 
quire  an  authority  in  the  province  amoog 
the  people,  from  its  being  elective;  yet, 
from  the  nature  of  that  election,  the  go^ 
vernor  must  have  more  weight  and  in- 
terest in  it,  thaa  any  other  governor,,  ia 
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any  other  cooocil  on  the  continent.  When  [ 
1  have  thus  explained  it,  and  1  speak  from 
experience,  I  think  I  shall  be  justified  in 
saying,  that  it  was  a  wise  and  political  in- 
stitution— and,  moreover,  when  I  add,  that 
it  was  formed  by  the  greatest  statesmen, 
and  ablest  lawyers,  who  lived  at  the  time 
of  the  Revolution;  I  think  I  may  trust, 
that  the  statesmen  and  lawyers  of  this  day 
will  not  hastily  come  into  any  alterations 
of  it. 

There  is.  Sir,  another  matter,  which 
has  given  cause  to  their  doubts,  as  to  de- 
signs on  their  civU  constitution — and  that 
Is,  your  acts  of  parliament,  purporting  to 
taise  a  revenue  tor  the  support  of  govern- 
ment in  that  country,  independent  of  the 
assemblies  there — ^which  the  people  think 
has  a  direct  tendency  to  renaer  all  their 
assemblies  useless. 

Whilst  their  minds  are  oppressed  with 
tiiese  doubts,  they  apprehend,  and  think 
they  feel  a  military  power  established 
among  them,  independent  of,  and  para- 
mount to,  their  civil  jurisdiction ;  by  which 
(if  they  had  no  apprehension  of  any  de- 
sign to  alter  their  civil  constitutions)  they 
do  think  it  is  meant  to  throw  a  kind  of  mi- 
litary net  over  them.  And  have  th^  not 
foundation,  Sir,  for  these  fears?  When 
they  look  on  those  governments  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  which  have  already 
lost  their  liberties  by  this  very  mode  of 
government,  have  they  not  some  cause  of 
near,  some  cause  of  apprehension  ?  When 
they  see  a  military  power  established  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  their  government— 
neither  depending  for  its  establishment  on 
the  will  of  the  community,  nor  exercising 
its  powers  by  command  derived  from  the 
supreme  autnority  of  that  jurisdiction,  they 
thmk  this  military  body  foreign  to  their 
community,  and  brought  upon  them  by 
force  of  external  power. 

If  we  look  to  the  provinces,  called  *  Les 
Etats  du  Pais,'  in  France,  we  shall  find  the 
civil  constitution  of  these  provinces  as  per- 
fect in  all  their  forms  of  legislature,  as 
complete  in  all  their  modes  of  justice,  and 
as  entire,  as  to  their  civiljurisdiction,  as 
the  constitution  of  Great  Britain  is  at  this 
day.  if  we  look  to  Hanover,  or  any  of 
the  countries  in  Germany,  we  shall  see 
the  same  thing.  And  yet.  Sir,  by  sepa- 
rating the  power  of  the  supreme  military 
command,  from  that  of  the  supreme  civil 
xmagistrate,  in  the  execution  of  the  force 
of  government,  and  keeping  it  a  standing 
force,  established  without  communication 
with  the  wiU  of  the  communityf  the  civil 


constitution  of  those  provinces  is  pdUied 
to  annihilation ;  and  the  mililsrj  is  die 
only  government  that  acts  and  executes. 

Whatever  effect  lesser  causes  tnaj  bave 
on  the  minds  of  the  people  in  that  cood- 
try,  this  Sir,  is  the  great,  the  immediate 
cause  of  those  doubts  and  susjncioDs,  vhli 
which  they  mete  out  their  obedience:  to 
this  point,  therefore,  I  shall  confine  mr 
reasoning.  It  is  for  remedy  in  tbis  matter 
that  I  shaU  point  the  motion  which  I  shaH 
have  the  honour  to  make.  I  shall  ftate 
the  powers  granted  by  the  several  coo- 
miasions,  both  to  the  governors  c^  his  Ma- 
jesty's provinces,  and  to  tKe  military  coo- 
mander  in  chief;  I  shall  state  the  8msg^ 
ments  and  measures^  by  which  the  parti- 
cular form  of  military  command  in  Ame- 
rica has  been  attempted  to  be  establislwi; 
I  shall  state  the  errors  and  dangers  of  those 
arrangements ;  the  confusion,  and  what  F 
think  to  be  the  unwarrantableness  of  tin 
establishment ;  in  order  to  fix  the  tnitfa  of 
this  proposition,  that  some  revision,  soar 
remedy,  is  necessary  to  matters  as  they 
now  stand :  and  I  shall  then  endeavoor  to 
direct  the  view  of  this  House  to  M 
source  finom  whence,  to  that  cfaaoBci 
through  which  alone,  such  remedy  can  flow. 

I  ought  here.  Sir,  and  I  do  beg  leareto 
make  apology  to  die  gentlemen  of  tie 
long  robe  in  this  Hobse,  for  taking  opoo 
me  to  state  a  point  of  law,  and  desire  thd; 
indulgence,  whilst  I  endeavour  to  do  i:. 
Law  hath  neither  been  my  study,  norvas 
it  my  profession,  and  yet.  Sir,  that  liv 
which  respects  the  state  of  our  constitu- 
tion, ought  to  be  the  study  of  every  gen- 
tleman, who,  by  his  situation,  maj  hare 
any  share  in  the  deliberative  or  executifs 
part  of  the  community.  That  law,  vbid 
respects  the  state  and  powers  of  the  crovi'i 
was  my  study:  because,  being  coma^ 
sioned  by  his  Majesty,  to  execute  his  rovii 
powers  as  his  governor,  it  was  my  dutjto 
act  according  to  it :  and,  so  fiir,  Sir,  1  «31 
consideir  it  as  my  profession. 

I  ought,  Sir,  to  make  many  spoiogki 
likewise  to  the  sentlemen  of  the  amr, 
whilst  I  discuss  wis  point,  respecting  tber 
command :  but,  although  I  do  not  think  it 
ever  can  be  paramount  to  the  suprese 
civil  jurisdiction  of  any  conmunitji  jetl 
should  be  sorry  to  see  them  placed  ioi 
situation,,  and  subject  to  any  comosBibi 
which  are  not  consistent  with  their  hoooor. 
I  would  have  their  situation  safe,  as  it ' 
honourable ;  and  it  never  can  be  so,  ^ 
the  matters  in  this  question  be  ftta^ 
'    '  and  adjusted 
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That  part  of  the  community  which  is 
ailed  the  military,  ib  the  force  of  the  com- 
lunity,  with  which  a  certain  number  of 
idividuais  are  armed,  for  the  purpose  of 
taintainiDg  the  power  of  government 
ithiii ;  and  for  protecting  and  defending 
a^iinst  any  thmg .  that  may  arise  from 
ithout.  This,  in  all  free  constitutions, 
lust  be  inseparably  annexed  to  the  su- 
rcme  civil  authority;  the  supreme  civil 
tugi^trate ;  who  must  have,  not  only  a 
ivii,  but  a  military  command  over  it.  It 
so»  and  ever  has  been  so,  in  our  consti« 
ition.  This  supreme  military  command 
a&ever  been  inseparably  annexed  to  the 
£ce  of  king ;  if  I  may  use  that  expres- 
on.  Before  the  Restoration,  in  1660, 
lis  command  was  annexed  to  the  crown, 
f  the  nature  of  the  feucHil  tenures ;  and 
iimberless  are  the  acts  of  parliament  for 
^eping  it  so  annexed,  under  civil  restric- 
on  and  regulation.  One  of  the  princi- 
il  views  oi  Magna  Charta  itself  goes  to 
lis  point. 

Since  the  Restoration,  it  became  neces- 
ry,  not  merely  because  this  matter  had 
itn  disputed  <luring  the  time  of  the  trou- 
esy  but  because  the  feudal  tenures  being 
ken  away,  it  became,  I  say,  necessary  to 
ake  some  specific  declaration  of  this  in- 
iparable  union  of  the  supreme  military 
nd  supreme  civil  in  the  same  office :  andf, 
ierefore,  12  Charles  2,  does  declare. 
That  the  command  and  disposition  of  all 
le  forces,  forts,  and  places  of  strength,  in 
1  his  majesty's  realms  and  dominions,  are 
his  majesty,  and  have  ever  been  in  his 
redecessors,  the  kings  and  queens  of 
ngland."  This  never  has  been  separated 
ithin  the  realm  ;  and  when  his  Majesty 
ith  found  it  necessary,  from  the  local 
rcurostances  of  any  part  of  his  dominions 
ithout  the  realm,  to  grant  powers  of  civil 
(vernment  to  a  lieutenant,  or  Locum  Tc' 
7u,  this  supreme  military  command  has 
ft'ays  been  inseparably  annexed  to  that 
mmission  by  which  the  civil  powers  were 
anted.  It  hath  always  and  invariably 
«n  so  in  Ireland — always  in  his  Majcs- 
's  colonies  and  plantations. 
Tiiere  is,  indeed,  one  instance  in  Ire- 
id,  where  king  James  (before  he  had 
inifcstcd  his  designs  in  England)  did  at- 
^pt  to  separate  the  supreme  military 
mniand  from  the  office  of  his  lieutenant 
tliat  country.  Me  attempted  to  give 
e  earl  of  Tyrconneli,  his  lieutenant  ^e- 
ral  there,  command,  independent  of, 
d  superseding  the  command  of  his  lord 
utenant.     But  he  found  it  impractica- 


ble ;  and,  therefore,  to  carry  into  execa* 
tion  tlie  things  he  had  io  view,  he  super- 
seded his  lord  lieutenant,  the  earl  of  Cla* 
rendon ;  and  appointed  the  earl  of  Tyr« 
connell  to  be  lord  lieutenant  in  his  stead. 

King  William,  during  the  time  of  the 
rebellion  io  Ireland,  and  whilst  the  enemy 
were  in  possession  of  great  part  of  that 
country,  did,  for  three  months,  leave  the 
army  under  a  command  independent  of 
tlie  lords  justices ;  but  the  illegality,  inex* 
pediency,  and  danger  of  thatarrangement^ 
notwithstanding  the  war  was  not  entirely 
ceased,  appearing,  he  did,  the  moment  the 
parliament  met  here  in  England,  restore  i^ 
to  its  proper  union  with  the  supreme  civil 
magistrate ;  and  the  command  was  given 
again  to  the  lords  justices,  and  afterwards 
to  the  lo^'d  lieutenant. 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  effect  of  this 
question,  in  the  abstract  doctrine  and 
theory  of  our  constitution  ;  whatever  the 
reasoning,  and  the  law  upon  which  this 
union  may  be  maintained,  as  not  to  be  se- 
parated-*I  shall  on  the  present  occasion 
'  reason  solely  from  fact,  that  by  the  civil 
commission,  now  in  being  in  America,  it  ia 
not  separated ;  and  that  the  practice  of  the 
present  arrangements  of  command  thercf 
are  not  warranted  by  the  military  commis- 
sion under  which  they  act,  but  are  as- 
sumed, either  through  mistake,  or  by  in« 
structions  tak^n  up  upon  the  dangerous 
doctrine  and  position,  that  the  King  can 
separate  these  jurisdictions;  can  create 
two  distinct,  independent,  incommunica- 
ble commands,  within  the  same  jurisdic- 
tion, and  give  precedence  of  command  to 
the  military. 

Permit  me.  Sir,  to  state,  that  by  the 
commission,  the  powers  of  government 
granted  to  his  Majesty's  governor  of  Mas- 
sachuset's  Bay  (for  I  will  state  that  case» 
as  the  events  which  call  for  this  considers- 
tion,  have  taken  rise  therein)  are  powers 
granted  in  consequence  of  an  office  grant- 
ed by  charter— arc  powers  granted  m  vir- 
tue of  a  trust :  observe,  then,  what  these 
powers  are.  They  appoint  the  governor 
captain  general ^  to  execute  the  office  and 
all  things  in  due  manner,  as  belong  to  that 
trust,  according;  to  the  several  powers  and 
authorities  of  the  office  created  by  charter* 
He  is  empowered  to  levy^  arm,  muster, 
command,  and  employ,  all  persons  what- 
ever, residing*  within  the  province — to  re- 
sist and  repel  ail  enemies,  pirates,  and  re- 
bels ;  and  such  to  pursue,  in  or  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  said  province  ;  and  if  it  shall 
so  please  God  tliem  to  conquer  and  van- 
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quifih,  tp  appreliend  and  take>  and  Bo  ta- 
ken, to  keep  aiive,  or,  according  to  lawr, 
put  to  death— to  erect  and  build  forts,  and 
the  same  to  fortify  and  furnish ;  and  to 
give  command  of  the  same,  to  such  person 
or  persons  as  to  him  shall  seem  meet ;  and 
the  same  again  to  dismantle  or  demolish, 
as  he  shall  think  fit :  and  to  exercise  law 
martial,  for  the  ruling,  ordering,  and  go- 
Terning  his  Majesty^s  militia,  and  all  his 
forces,  forts,  and  places  of  strength  within 
his  province ;  and  to  do  and  execute  all 
and  every  other  thing,  which  to  a  captain 
geaeral  does,  or  ought  of  right  to  belong, 
as  fully  and  amply  as  any  other  captain 
general  doth,  or  hath  usually  done,  accord- 
ing to  the  powers  thereby  granted :  and  to 
enable  him  to  perform  this  said  trust,  all 
officers  and  ministers,  civil  and  military, 
and  all  other  inhabitants  of  the  province 
and  territory,  are  required  and  command- 
ed to  be  obedient,  aiding  and  assisting  to 
him. 

You  see,  Sir,  this  power  is  granted  to 
him  for  the  repelling  and  suppressing  re- 
bels ;  ond  yet,  when  there  was  a  sugges- 
tion that  the  province  of  the  Massachu- 
set's  Bay  was  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  and 
troops  sent  there  in  order  to  maintain  the 
civil  authority,  two  governors  successively 
declare,  that  they  have  no  command  over; 
them.  Notwithstanding  you  see  that 
the  command  of  all  forts  and  garrisons 
within  the  province  are  given  to  the  go- 
vernor, and  that  he  is  entrusted  with,  and 
answerable  for  the  defence  of  the  same, 
yet  a  sccretar}'  of  state,  by  his  single  let- 
ter, can  give  an  order  (which  is  supposed, 
in  fact,  to  have  its  force)  that  general 
Gage  shall  take  possession  of  the  castle  in 
the  capital  of  the  province  of  lilassachu- 
ict's  Bay :  and  he  would  have  received 
command  for  all  other  forts  and  garrisons 
within  tlie  same,  had  their  situation  and 
circumstances  been"  known.  But  1  say. 
Sir,  such  command  can  be* of  no  effect, 
and  if  it  had  come  to  roe,  I  would  not  have 
obeyed  it.  A  secretary  of  state's  letter 
may  attempt,  but  cannot  supersede  a  com- 
mand, cannot  revoke  a  trust,  created  not 
only  by  a  commission,  but  by  a  chartei*  of 
government,  both  existing  under  the  great 
seal.  View  the  commission  granted  to  the 
military  commander  in  chief»  you  will  see 
there  that,  although  for  the  sake  of  main^- 
taining  ostensibly  a  general  and  collective 
command  overall  his  Majesty's  forces  em- 
ployed or  to  be  employed  in  North  Ame- 
rica, it  was  thought  necessary  to  grant  a 
military  commission  under  the  great  seal ; 


yet  you  will  find  that  the  powers  granted 
in  that  commission  are  general,  not  spe- 
cial, or,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  a  kind 
of  ordination,  without  a  cure  ;*  for  it  neither 
grants  to  the  commander  in  chief  any  of 
thosespecial  military  powers  which  you  h^re 
seen  granted  to  the  governor,  nor  does  it  r^ 
voke  any  one  of  the  powers  contained  in 
the  governor's  commission.  There  is  m 
clause  of  revocation  in  this  military  com. 
mission,  respecting  tlie  powers  of /he  go- 
vernor; although,  if  such  powers  vm 
meant  to  be '  superseded,  such  reTokic; 
clause  would  have  been  absolutely  iiecc«^ 
sary  :  and  you  will  accordingly  fiod,  tbt 
these  military  commissions,  as  they  do  ss- 
persede  one  another,  do  all  successircy 
contain  such  revoking  clauses  as  to  thei? 
respective  powers. 

This  is  the  state  of  the  several  coo- 
mands  as  they  lie  in  the  comnaissions.  It 
will  be  impossible  for  me  to  state  th^  i*- 
rengements  of  command  that  have  ari^n 
from  subsequent  orders  and  instructio'i. 
under  powers  which  cannot  affect  ths>e 
commissions.  It  will  be  sufEctent  for  ire 
to  m^rk  to  you  as  evidence,  from  an  orisi- 
nal  letter  of  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  i^ 
March  1765,  •*  That  misunderstanding 
and  disputes  have  arisen  in  almost  eTtr> 
one  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in  Amer'c^J 
between  the  civil  governor  and  niilrtarTJ 
commanders,  since  the  appointment  of  j 
commander  in  chief."  It  will  be  suffickrt 
for  me,  upon  the  like  ground  of  evidetne. 
to  state  to  this  House,  ti)e  complaint?  at 
the  representative  of  his  Majesty's  subjtx** 
in  the  Massachuset's  Bay,  in  great  iimJ«:t- 
neral  court  assembled.  This  you  \^t 
had  read  to  you  this  day,  from  the  p^^ 
upon  your  table. 

This'  is  the  state  of  confusion  anik*»t 
your  commands;  this  the  danger  to  «rbiw 
the  people  of  that  country  think  the:*- 
selves  reduced,  by  this  military  estabi  .ali- 
ment :  and  this,  Sir,  whatever  may  b-.; 
been  the  particular  occasions  or  provoca- 
tions that  led  to  the  late  unhappy  caf^^ 
trophe  at  Boston  ;  this  is  the  troe  cau«e  o^ 
all  the  mischiefs  necessarily  deriving  t'rcs 
such  arrangements.  It  is  owing  to  thi 
state  of  confusion,  and  inextricable  danger, 
that  you  are  now  reduced  to  that  situa- 
tion, that  you  neither  know  how  to  ke« 
your  troops  there,  nor  how  to  withdxar 
them. 

I  do  not  take  upon  me  to  advise,  »« * 
give  any  opinion,  whether  it  be  right  ic 
withdraw,  or  whether  it  be  right  to  cas- 
tinue  a  military  establishment  there;  M 
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under  the  present  arrangement  of  com- 
mand, and  present  establishment,  you  are 
reduced  to  that  unhappy  state,  that  you 
neither  can  withdraw  tnem,  nor  continue 
them. 

If  you  had  no  government  there  but 
what  derived  its  source  from  the  power 
of  the  military,  the  troops  -being  with- 
drawn, you  have  no  government  at  all.  If 
the  troops  are  to  be  sent  back  with  force 
sufficient  to  maintain  this  form  of  esta- 
blishment, and  that  form  is  unwarrantable 
and  unconstitutional — the  people  may  be 
brought  to  that  predicament,  which  will 
justify  opposition t  in  every  legal  and  con- 
stitutional method,  to  such  establishment. 
If  you  proceed  one  step  farther,  you  may 
drive  matters  to  the  extreme  of  a  rebel- 
lion, or  what,  under  such  circumstances, 
would  be  called  k  civil  war;  let,  there- 
fore, ministers  be  careful,  under  so  dan- 
gerous a  crisis,  what  step  they  do  take. 

This  representation  of  things,  founded 
as  it  is  in  law  and  fact,  does  sufficiently 
establish  the  truth  of  that  proposition 
which  I  intended  to  make  appear,  that 
natters  are  in  such  circumstances,  that 
some  revision  and  remedy  is  absolutely 
necessary,  and  I  shall  therefore,  on  that 
ground,  propose  the  motion  which  I  mean 
to  nake.  But  before  I  deliver  it,  I  beg 
leave  to  obviate  two  answers,  which  I  ap- 
prehend may  probably  be  given  to  what  I 
have  said  on  tnis  occasion. 

It  will  be  said,  that  the  military  esta- 
blishment h  conformable  to  the  powers 
granted  to  Uie  King  by  the  Mutiny  Bill; 
conformable  to  that  Bill,  I  do  affirm  that 
the  powers  for  punishing  mutiny,  and  mi- 
litary offences,  ought  to  be  directed  to  the 
governor,  or  commander  ib  chiefs  in  each 
itspective  province  for  the  time  being.  I 
•ppeal  to  tne  Act  itself,  on  this  occasion, 
taken  either  ih  the  strict  letter,  or  con- 
rtrued  by  the  spirit  of  it. 

It  will  be  saio,  that  all  the  arrangements 
which  state  military  power  as  not  obedient 
And  subject  to  the  civil,  proceed  upon  a 
mistake  in  fact ;  for  that  they  are  subject 
to  that  power,  and  are  bound  to  aid  and 
assist  it.  In  answer  to  this,  I  say,  that  is 
liot  the  point  contested.  I  know  the  civil 
command  must  go  oyer,  and  supersede  all 
military  command  whatever.  But  the 
point  which  I  contest  is,  that  the  supreme 
civil  magistrate,  his  Majesty's  locum  te- 
neos,  or  lieutenant,  must  have,  and  has 
Within  the  jurisdiction  of  his  province,  a 
miHtary  command  over  all  forts,/ forces, 
•nd  places  of  strength. 
[VOL.  XVI.] 


Having  thtis  obviated  the  only  argu- 
ments which  I  apprehend  can  be  used 
against  the  position  which  I  have  laid 
down,  having  established  the  truth  of  the 
necessity  of  some  remedy — I  beg  leave. 
Sir,  by  proposing  the  Address  which  I 
have  in  my  hand,*  to  direct  the  view  of 
this  House  to  his  Majesty,  from  whence 
alone  such  remedy  can  come,  humbly  pray- 
ing that  he  will  be  pleased  to  give  direc- 
tions upon  the  case  to  his  ministers,  which 
is  the  only  channel  tlirough  which  such 
remedy  can  flow,  for  this  House  doth  not 
draugnt  commissions,  make  arrangements, 
or  form  establishments ;  it  can  only  give  its 
advice  and  counsel  upon  the  nature  of 
such,  when  referred  to  its  consideration ; 
and  therefore,  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  move, 

**  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  acknowledging  with  grati- 
tude, that  constitutional  communication^ 
which  his  Majesty  hath  always  maintained 
with  his  parliament,  in  every  matter  which 
concerns  the  state :  to  return  our  unfeiga- 
ed  thanks  for  that  fresh  proof  which  his 
Majesty  is  pleased  tf  give  of  that  spirit  of 
his  government  by  re^rriuff  to  his  parlia- 
ment, and  by  recommendmg  to  us  the 
state  of  his  government  in  America. 

'^  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  in  ready 
and  dutiful  compliance  to  his  royal  re- 
commendation, we  have  entered  into  a 
seriourand  attentive  consideration  of  this 
matter  referred  to  us. 

*^  With  the  most  profound  respect  and 
deference,  to  represent  to  his  Majesty, 
that  we  find,  that  misunderstandings  and 
disputes  have  arisen,  in  almost  every  one 
of  nis  colonies  in  America,  between  the 
civil  governors  and  military  commanders, 
since  the  appointment  of  a  conunander  in 
chief. 

^*  That  we  find,  that  in  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's provinces,  the  representatives  of  hit 
people  m  the  great  and  general  court  as- 
sembled, have  complained,  that  according 
to  the  arrangement  of  commands  in  Ame- 
rica, there  is  a  military  power  within  the 
said  province,  without  any  check  by  the 
power  of  the  civil  government  of  the  said 
province,  and  uncontroulable  by  the  su- 
preme executive  power  of  the  province, 
which  they  conceive  to  be,  within  the 
limits  of  the  same,  the  just  and  full  repre- 
sentative of  the  supreme  executive  power 
of  the  whole  empire',  in  as  full  and  ample 
manner  as  Is  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
or  any  other  his  Majesty's  lieutenants  in 
the  dominions  to  the  realm  of  Great  Bri- 
tain appertaining. 
[3S] 
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**  That  we  are  of  opinion,  that  this  un- 
happy state  of  doubts  and  disputes  has 
long  called  for  some  clear  and  explicit  de- 
finition and  adjustment  of  the  respective 
powers  and  authorities,  granted  to  the  go- 
▼emors  and  commanders  in  chief  of  his 
Majesty's  provinces  and  colonies,  and  to 
the  militaiy  commanders  in  chief  of  his 
Majesty's  forces  in  North  America,  and 
doth  reouire  some  express  directions  and 
instructions  as  to  the  exercise  of  the  said 
{powers. 

"  And  therefore  most  humbly  praying 
his  Majesty,  that  he  will,  with  the  advice 
bf  his  privy  council,  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  his  directions  for  the  examination 
of  the  several  powers  and  authorities  con- 
tained in  the  respective  commissions  grant- 
ed, and  in  the  respective  orders  and  in- 
structions issued  to  these  several  com- 
manders, to  the  end  that  all  such  commis- 
sions, instructions,  and  orders,  may  be  ex- 
plained, corrected,  and  amended,  in  such 
cases  wherein  they  clash  and  interfere 
with  eacli  other,  or'contain  any  powers  or 
authorities  that  are  not  warranted  by  law, 
and  the  constitution." 

Mr.  Beck/ord  : 

Sir ;  tlie  motion  made  by  my  hon. 
fri^ndyhas  been  explained  so  fully,  and  is  so 
obviously  founded  upon  reason,  that  I  trust 
there  is  not  an  independent  member  in 
this  House,  but  will  heartily  support  it.; 
even  the  servants  of  government  them- 
selves, must  countenance  it  from  shame, 
though  thev  may  not  approve  it  from  jus- 
tice, and  give  to  the  appearance  of  right, 
what  they  deny  to  .the  reality.  On  this 
account.  Sir,  I  shall  not  at  present  trouble 
you  with  arguments  to  support  the  pro- 
priety of  my  worthy  friend's  motion,  but 
reserve  myself,  to  answer  any  thing  which 
may  be  urged  against  it,  bv  placemen  or 
pensioners  ;  for  such,  notwithstanding  the 
apparent  wisdom  of  the  measure,  may 
prefer  their  paltry  wages  to  the  voice  of 


able  inhabitants,  either  in  revolt  or  de- 
struction.   If  the  pro-consul,  for  instance, 
behaved  like  a  good  ma^trate,  he  had 
freouent  occasions,  occasions  too  aa  tiiuh 
voiaable  as  they  were  frequenty  of  cbeck- 
ing  the  power  of  the  military  lieutenant; 
and,  if  the  lieutenant  acted  like  a  brave 
soldier,  there  was  no  possibility  of  his  Ht- 
ing  upon  any  reasonable  terms  with  the 
pro-consul.     In  short,  each  claiming  the 
siiperior  power,  the  whole  frame  of  their 
adlministration  became  unhinged^  and  the 
result,  like  our  present  disputes  with  the 
colonies,  provea  disgrace  to  the  gorer* 
nors,  and  distraction  to  the  people. 

We  need  not,  however,  refer  to  these 
remoter  seras  of  foreign  nations,  to  shev 
that  the  same  cause  will  necessarily  pro* 
duce  the  same  efiect,  when  a  modem  in* 
stance  in  our  own  annals,  will  point  it  out 
beyond  the  possibility  of  contradictino. 
Kine  James  the  2nd,  Sir,  on  his  landing 
in  Ireland,  endeavoured  to  make  lord 
Tyrconnel  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces,  independent  of  the  lord  lieutenant: 
but  he  found  it  utterly  impracticable  to 
efiect  this  measure,  for  the  reasons  I  hare 
just  assigned,  and  was  therefore  under  the 
necessity  of  dismissing  lord  Clarendcn 
fW)m  his  lieutenancy,  and  of  lodging  the 
chief  civil  power  with  the  chief  miliuirj, 
in  the  hands  of  the  same  officer :  lord 
Tyrconnel  by  this  means  became  possessed 
of  both,  and  though  it  did  not  save  ha 
master  from  ruin,  it  preserved  something 
like  order,  while  his  authority  was  ac- 
knowledged in  that  kingdom. 

Sir,  there  is  a  despotism  in  the  nature 
of  military  government,  which  is  utteHj 
inconsistent  with  the  liberal  genius  of  oor 
civil  policy ;  and  it  may  be  truly  said,  thst 
a  soldier  is  the  only  slave  existing  under 
the  British  constitution;  from* the  cor* 
poral  to  the  commander  in  chief,  aD  is  the 
most  unlimited  command  upon  the  one 
hand,  and  the  most  implicit  obedience  on 
the  other;  every  idea  of  freedom  is  ano!- 


conscience,  or  the  circumstance  of  lepu-   hilated  in  the  service.     To  render  this 
tntion.  service,  therefore,  independent  of  the  cM 

Goremot  Johnstone  :  '        magistrate,  ma  free  country,  fa  the^^^^^^ 

absurdity  m  politics ;  mihtarv  establish- 
ments were  mstituted  to  defend  ocr 
civil  rights,  not  to  destroy  them;  they 
were  instituted  to  be  the  creature,  no: 
the  sovereign  of  the  state;  and  the  mo- 
ment they  counteract  the  purposes  tn 
their  institution,  'that  moment  the^  be- 
come justly  obnoxious  to  the  conunaaitj. 
•  Having  thus,  Sir,  delivered  my  opfoka 
with  regard  to  the  general  nature  of  o^ 


Sir ;  if  we  look  into  the  antient 
historians,  Tacitus  particularly,  we  shall 
find  that  the  disputes  which  arose  between 
the  Roman  pro-consuls  in  Africa,  and  the 
military  lieutenants,  sprung^  from  the  he- 
terogeneous mode  of  giving  the  provinces 
a  government,  which  was  eteraamr  at  war 
with'  itself,  and  which,  to  be  faithfully 
axecuted,  could ^not  but  pltmge  the  miser* 
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My  establishments,  I  shall  now  turn  to 
be  expediency  of  sending  an  armed  force 
0  the  colonies,  and  call  upon  the  moat 
treouous  supporter  of  such  a  measure,  to 
ell  me  any  good  effect  which  it  is  likely 
0  answer  ?  The  people  of  Great  Britain, 
fir,  from  enjoying  a  power  of  regulating 
be  American  commerce,  conceived  that 
hey  had  also  a  right  of  taxing  American 
property,  and  therefore  passed  some  laws 
or  the  purposes^ of  raising  a  revenue  upon 
be  colonies.  These  laws  by  many  are 
leemed  illegal,  and  by  all  are  acknow- 
ed^eld  injudicious ;  yet  to  recover  the  co- 
lonists to  their  duty,  who  have  complained 
iiniversally  of  tlie  acts  in  question,  we  send 
pver  a  body  of  troops,  as  if  the  mere  ap- 
pearance of  soldiers  was  to  terrify  English- 
men into  any  meanness,  into  any  abject 
subjection :  these  troops  remain  in  a  prin- 
cipal province,  for  some  time,  and  instead 
of  calming  the  minds  of  the  people,  in- 
flame them  almost  to  madness:  what, 
Ihen,  is  to  be  done  i  Why,  to  send  over 
more  troops ;  as  if  we  are  to  expect  the 
affection  of  the  colonies,  the  more  we  in- 
crease their  d  iscontent ;  and  to  thmk  their 
murmurs  will  subside,  as  we  aggravate  the 
causes  of  dissati^action. 

Indeed,  Sir,  if  by  sending  over  troops, 
we  jneant  to  employ  them  effectually ;  or 
tf  we  had  a  design  of  engaging  the  sub- 
mission of  the  Americans  by  spiritedly 
cutting  their  throats,  some  reason  might 
be  urged  for  this  favourite  child  of  admi- 
nistration; bat  when  making  war  upon  the 
Americans  is  actually  making  war  upon 
ourselves;  when  the  nation  must  incur  a 
large  expence  in  ntting  out  such  an  arma- 
ment ;  and  when  the  armament,  if  fitted 
(iut,  must  do  a  great  deal  of  mischief,  and 
cannot  possibly  effect  the  least  good,  I 
hope  we  shall  pass  the  present  motion  af- 
firmatively, and  pursue  a  rational  means  of 
consulting  our  own  prosperity* 

Lord  Barringtonf  before  he  began  bis 
argument  on  the  question,  endeavoured  to 
explain  away  the  account  which  governor 
Johnstone  had  given  of  the  several  dis- 
putes, and  then  by  way  of  answer  to  what 
governor  Pownall  had  said,  in  openinj^ 
9)e  nature  of  his  motion,  gave  a  superfi- 
cial historv  of  the  first  establishment  of 
^is  commission,  and  of  the  necessity^  of 
pne  collected  military  command,  which 
pot  having  been  disputed,  was  nothing  to 
>   ^e  purpose*     He  then  said,  that  as  dis- 
putes about  this  command  had  arisen,  the 
t^etwn  received  letters  from  a  secretary 


of  state  to  submit  to  the  command  in  all 
cases  where  a  brigadier  was  present,  but 
that  they  might  take  the  command  where 
there  was  no  brigadier.  After  a  long  of- 
fice harangue,  in  which  he  said,  that  as 
tliere  was  no  civil  magistrate  who  would 
use  the  aid  of  the  troops,  it  was  best  they 
should  be  withdrawn,  and  that  they  would 
be  withdrawn:  he  concluded  by  allowing, 
that  there  was  something  defective  in  the 
law,  as  to  the  court  martials;  and  that 
there  were  doubts  in  point  of  law,  as  tp 
the  nature  of  the  establishn^ent,  but  yet 
that  the  commission  was  legal ;  that  this 
motion  was  not  the  way  to  get  it  rectified, 
and  therefore  moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Beckford  said,  the  noble  lord's  his- 
tory of  the  military  commission,    which 
shewed  how  wisely  and  carefully  it  was 
drawn,  and  that  it  was  legal,  shewed  the 
more  strongly  how  illegal  the  proceedings  of 
government  upon  it  had  been :  the  commis- 
sion only  contained  general  powers,  no 
special  powers,  and  did  not  revoke  kny  of 
the  powers  given  to  the  governor;    but 
ministers  had,  under  pretence  of  that  ge« 
neral  power,  engrossed  special  power  at 
their  own  arbitrary  will;    and  had  pre- 
sumed, under  this,  to  supersede  charters 
and  commissions,  and  afl  sorts  of  legal 
powers  granted  under  the  great  seal  pf 
England:    the  commission  was  not  com- 
plamed  of,  bat  the  assumption  of  illegal 
powers  under  pretence  of  this  commission, 
so  as  to  establish  an  illegal  military  power 
in  America  superseding  the  civil  govern- 
ment there.      He  then  shewed  the  conse- 
nuence  of  those  proceedings,  and  of  set* 
tins  a  separate  military  command  within  a 
civd  junsdiction,  by  explaining  the  late 
melancholy  transactions  at  Boston ;  that 
while  the  troops  and  the  inhabitants  were 
actually  engaged,  and  the    troops  were 
firing  upon  the  inhabitants,  the  governor 
declared  he  had  no  power  to  order  the 
troops  to  withdraw.      He  then  explained 
the  purport  df  the  motion,  as  tending  to 
^uiet  Uie  minds  of  his  Maiesty's  subjects 
in  America,  and  to  establish  his  govern* 
ment  there  on  legal  and  efficient  footing, 
and  called  upon  the  miniscrv  to    make 
their  objections,  if  they  could  make  aiiv ; 
if  not,  to  let  the  Address  go  to  his  Ma- 
jesty. 

Lord  Barrington  rose  to  explain  ;  and 
declared,  that  as  doubu  had  arisen  in 
point  of  law  as  to  the  arrangement  of 
command  made  by  ministry  in  consequence 
of  the  nilitary  commission,  and  as  to  the 
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present  establidbmeot,  hu  Majesty  had  al- 
ready ordered  this  matter  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General, 
Co  consider  first  of  the  point  of  law; 
and  that  then  it  was  intended  to  revise  and 
rectify  every  matter  which  should  be  found 
inexpedient ;  that  every  thing  which  the 
Address  did  or  could  desire,  was  doing, 
and  intended  to  be  done,  and  that  there* 
fore  it  was  unnecessary,  and  after  this  de- 
claration  not  quite  proper. 

Colonel  BarrS  said,  that  after  the  de- 
claration of  the  noble  lord,  he  should  have 
contapted  himself  with  giving  a  silent  vote 
on  this  occasion ;  that  there  were  many 
points  which,  from  the  nature  of  govern- 
ment, n^ere  better  not  stirred,  had  better 
never  been  called  in  question ;  that  during 
the  whole  war,  the  Americans,  whatever 
their  opinions  were  of  this  military  com- 
mand, acted  under  it  zealously,  and  sub- 
mitted to  it  willingly,  and  never  called  it 
in  question  :  but  that  the  conduct  of  mi- 
nistry, and  the  use  which  they  wished  to 
make,  if  even  doubtful,  was  such  as  called 
into  question,  every  exertion,  of  the 
powers  of  government ;  and  the  matter 
being  now  necessarily  brought  forward,  he 
should  speak  freely  upon  it.  He  said  he 
would  not  quite  agree  with  the  noble 
lord,  nor  congratulate  government  that 
the  troops  were  withdrawn  in  the  manner 
they  were ;  nor  was  he  so  ready  to  decide 
upon  the  expediency  of  what  was  next  to 
be  done,  as  that  noble  lord  seemed  to  be. 
However,  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
ministry,  after  letting  this  matter  of  the 
military  commands  continue  for  five  years 
in  a  state  which  they  confessed  to  be 
wrong,  had  now,  within  this  month  or  six 
weeks,  begun  to  diink  it  was  time  to  re- 
consider it.  That  as  they  had  let  it  con- 
tinue these  five  years,  they  would  have 
let  it  continue  for  ever,  if  the  gentleman 
who  now  made  the  motion  had  not,  above 
two  months  ago,  given  notice  that  he 
would  lay  this  matter  before  parliament. 
That  if  any  good  should  arise  from  the  re- 
consideration of  this  matter,  which  they 
had  now  pledged  themselves  to  make, 
they  owed  it  to  that  gentleman,  who  first 
raised  them  from  that  stupor  under  which 
they  suffered  themselves  to  lie  for  five 
years  together,  hearing  and  seeing  every 
day  the  evil  consequence  of  this  state  of 
things,  and  yet  never  attempting  to  rectify 
that  which  they  acknowledged  to  be 
wrong,  and  to  have  long  called  for  some 
express  adjustment.  That  as  they  had 
shewn  that  they  dared  to  continue  so  long 
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under  such  dangerous  errors  in  practice, 
nobody  could  say  how  much  k>nger  thej 
would  venture  to  continue  under  the  same, 
and  to  what  lengths  they  would  soSks 
these  evils  to  run,  if  they  cocld  but  for 
this  day  get  rid  ai  the  motion ;  that  there- 
fore it  became  now,  by  this  d»:]aration,  to 
much  the  more  necessary.  He  then 
shewed  the  impropriety*  and  danger  of 
giving  the  troops  tnere  a  power  as  execo' 
tors  of  our  laws.  He  said,  if  troops  vere 
once  sufiered  to  consider  themselYes  as 
the  executive  power,  they  would  soon  be- 
come the  legislative.  He  then,  with  i 
masterly  knowledge  of  the  military  service 
of  America,  shewed  that  the  whole  dispo- 
sition  of  the  army  there  was  perverted  to 
where  it  could  be  of  no  service ;  and  tbit 
every  service  which  was  necessary  for  the 
protection  and  security  of  that  couotrr, 
was  either  neglected  pr  inadequately  pro- 
vided for.  He  concluded,  by  expressisg 
his  sense  of  the  benefit  which  must  arise 
to  government  itself^  to  the  colonies,  to 
the  service,  from  this  motion;  ofthetK- 
nefit  which  appears  had  arisen  from  tbe 
notice  given  of  it  by  the  gentleman  vho 
moved  it  two  months  ago. 


General  Contwry  gave  a  long  and  }^- 
ticular  account  of  the  nature  of  the  mili- 
tary service,  and  of  the  disposition  of  ibe 
American  army  :  he  allowed  that  colonel 
Barry's  objections  were  valid,  but  rested 
his  answer  on  the  difficulties  of  gofen- 
ment,  on  account  of  expence  and  oilier 
reasons,  in  not  being  able  to  execute  ill; 
that  perhaps  it  might  be  better  if  it  coolii 
be  done.  As  to  Uie  motion,  there  ve^ 
certainly  many  and  great  matters  of  di£- 
culty  and  doubt  in  the  state  of  the  Aws- 
rican  military  arrangements  and  esta- 
blishments ;  but  as  all  persons  on  all  suks 
were  agreed,  that  some  revision  and  rec- 
tifying of  this  matter  was  necessary;  bi 
it  was  now  so  solemnly  declared,  tbst 
orders  were  given  to  lay  this  matter  he- 
fore  the  law  officers  of  the  crowui  and  to 
revise  and  to  rectify,  in  short,  to  do  erer; 
thing  that  this  Address  could  desire,  b^ 
was  on  that  account,  and  on  that  ooifi 
against  the  motion,  as  after  that  dedi- 
ration,  he  thought  the  carrying  upsucb 
an  Address  must  be  disrespectful  to  his 
Majesty. 

Sir  George  SaviUe  said,  that  as  the  nut- 
ter requirea  by  the  Address  proposed  v« 
thus,  on  all  sides,  allowed  to  be  so  propff> 
so  necessary :  as  there  was  nothing  either 
in  the  matter  of  the  motioD^  or  id  t^ 
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Qanner  of  bringing  it  forward,  to  which 
ny  one  had,  or  could  object ;  as  ministry 
J  their  declaration  seemed  to  grant  the 
bing  required,  and  said  that  was  doing 
rhat  the  Address  required  to  be  done, 
be  question  v^as  now  drawn  to  a  short 
»ue :  that  the  public  was  much  obliged 
)  the  worthy  gentleman  who  moved  it, 
1  bringing  the  matter  thus  far  to  this  is- 
ae ;  but  he  could  not  but  observe,  that  as 
i  was  said  that  this  question  had  been  re- 
;rred  to  the  great  law  officers  of  the 
rowD,  who  were  also  members  of  the 
louse,  it  seemed  somewhat  peculiar,  and 
articularly  marked,  that  these  gentlemen 
hould  not  be  present  to  assist  the  House 
nih  their  advice,  when  it  was  known  that 
be  discussion  of  this  point  was  to  come 
n ;  that  sufficient  notice  had  been  given ; 
nd  that  after  a  day  was  fixed,  it  had  been 
ut  off  four  times  successively ;  that  these 
entlemen  might  have  had  time  to  con- 
ider  it ;  that  it  was  plain  there  was  no 
pinion  then  formed,  which  these  great 
twyers  would  venture  to  give ;  that  mi- 
istry  had  not  yet  come  to  any  decision ; 
lat  as  the  matter  had  slept  with  them  so 
)ng,  he  approved  the  motion,  not  only  as 
riginally  putting  the  ministry  on  the  con- 
ideration,  but  as  now  necessary  to  quicken 
bem  and  their  lawyers. 
The  question  for  adjournment  was  put, 
nd  the  ministry  being  considered  as  hav- 
^f  [|[iven  up  the  point,  it  was  carried 
^out  a  division.  ' 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr,  Burkes 
lesoltUions  relating  to  the  Disorders  in 
^orth  America.']  May  8-  The  House 
^  moved,  That  so  much  of  his  Majes- 
fs  most  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houses 
f  Parliament,  upon  the  10th  of  March 
768,  as  relates  to  his  Majesty's  colonies 
y  North  America,  might  be  read.  And 
tie  same  was  read  accordingly. 

The  House  was  also  moved,  That  the 
reamble  of  an  Act  made  in  the  7th  of 
is  present  Majesty's  reign,  intituled,  *  An 
^ct  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the  Bri- 
ifih  colonies  and  plantations  in  America ; 
>r  allowing  a  drawback  of  the  duties  of 
ustoms,  upon  the  exportation  from  this 
ingdom,  of  coffee  and  cfocoa  nuts,  of 
^e  produce  of  the  said  colonies  or  planta- 
ons;  for  discontinuing  the  drawbacks 
ayable  on  china  earthen  ware  exported 
D  America^  and  for  more  effectually  pre- 
enting  the  clandestine  running  of  goods 
1  the  said  colonies  and  plantations ;'  might 
e  read.  And  th«  same  wiljl  read  ac* 
ordingly. 


The  House  was  also  moved,  That  so 
much  of  his  Majesty's  most  gracious 
Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  u^on 
the  8th  of  November  176A ;  as  relates  to 
his  Majesty's  colonies  in  America ;  might 
be  read.  And  the  same  was  read  ac- 
cordingly. I 

The  House  was  also  moved,  That  the 
copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  earl  of  Hillsbo* 
rough,  to  governor  Bernard,  dated  White- 
hall,  April  ^,  1768:  and  also,  Copy  of 
circular  Letter  to  all  the  governors  on  the 
continent  of  America,  except  Massachu- 
sets  Bay,  East  Florida,  and  Quebec, 
Whitehall,  April  SSI,  1768:  and  also.  Copy 
of  governor  Bernard's  Message  to  the  as- 
sembly :  and  also,  Copy  of  the  assembly's 
Answer  thereto,  and  of  his  Message  to 
them,  of  the  24th  of  June  1768 ;  which 
copies  were  presented  to  the  House,  upon 
the  28th  of  November  1768 ;  might  be 
read.  And  the  same  were  read  accord- 
ingly. 

llie  House  was  also  moved.  That  the 
Resolutions  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
ofthe  8th  of  February,  in  the  Jast  session 
of  parliament,  relating  to  the  Massachusett 
Bay,  in  North  America,  together  with  the 
Address  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
thereupon,  might  be  read.  And  the  same 
were  read  accordingly. 

The  House  was  also  moved.  That  the 
copy  of  a  circular  Letter  from  the  eari 
of  Hilbborough,  to  the  governors  in  Ame« 
rica,  dated  Whitehall,  13th  May,  1769, 
might  be  read.  And  the  same  was  read 
accordingly. 

The  House  was  also  moved,  That  so 
much  of  his  M»esty's  most  gracious 
Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
upon  the  9th  of  May  1769;  as  relates 
to  the  Disturbances  in  North  America, 
might  be  read.  And  the  same  was  read 
accordingly. 

The  House  was  also  moved.  That  the 
Extract  of  lord  Botetourt's  Speech  to  the 
council  and  house  of  burgesses  of  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  7th  November  1769;  with 
their  Addresses  in  answer  thereto;  might 
be  read.  And  the  same  were  read  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  House  was  also  moved,  That  so 
much  of  his  Majesty's  most  gracious 
Speech  to  both  Housesof  Parliament,  upon 
the  9th  of  January  last,  as  relates  to  his 
Majesty's  colonies  in  America,  might  be 
read.  And  the  same  being  read  accord- 
ingly : 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  rose,  and  said,  he 
should;  from  the  itate  of  things  which 
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these  papers  opened  to  the  House,  lay 
before  them  the  state  of  measures,  and 
tlie  plan  (if  such  could  be  so  called)  of 
administration,  which  his  Majesty's  mi* 
Disters  had  attempted  to  execute,  from 
the  fatal  hour,  since  they  left  that  ground 
of  peace  on  which  the  affairs  of  the  colo- 
nies were  established  after  the  repeal  of 
the  Stamp- Act.  ^ 

He  said,  the  declaratory  law  did  suf- 
£ciently  establish  the  sovereignty  of  this 
country  over  its  plantations  and  colonies. 
But  that  the  wise  ministers  who  succeed- 
ed, did  not  think  this  sufficient,  without 
some  exercise  of  the  power  of  taxing,  such 
as  mi^ht  secure  the  dignity,  as  well  as 
sovereignty  of  government,  by  which,  at 
the  bottom  they  meant  the  aoine  some- 
thing to  save  the  honour  of  particular  per- 

.  That  it  was  very  extraordinary,  that  the 
great  person,  who  was  one  of  the  foremost 
for  repealing  the  Stamp  Act,  and  thfU  too 
on  the  principles  of  the  Americans  them- 
selves, should,  when  he  found  himself  at 
the  head  of  the  ministzy,  be  the  very  per- 
^n  to  adopt  the  measure  of  inventing  a 
new  system  of  taxes  upon  the  colonies. 

And  it  was  also  particuhMrly  unfortunate, 
that  when  a  measure,  so  likely  to  meet 
with  every  obstruction  and  opposition  in 
America,  was  adopted,  no  one  precaution 
or  step  was  taken  to  secure  the  execution 
of  it,  neither  of  policy,  nor  power. 

And,  to  add  to  the  fatality,  die  execu- 
tion was  left  to  hands  winch,  in  the  sequel 
of  events,  have  proved  the  most  unfit  for 
it  of  any  that  could  be  employed. 

The  Jion.  gentleman  th^  prefaced  what 
he  had  to  say,  with  begging,  that  he  might 
liot  be  understood  to  mean  any  thing  per- 
sonal asainst  any  man,  espeoaUy  the  mi- 
nister that  might  appear  to  be  most  af- 
fected by  his  conclusions;  that  he  bad 
really  a  personal  regard  for  the  noble 
lord ;  that  he  wished  rather  by  pointing  out 
errors,  to  lead  to  redress  for  the  future,  than 
to  punishment  for  tlie  past;  yet,  upon  the 
other  hand,  if  upon  tne  state  of  the  en- 
quiries, things  and  actions,  which  were 
connected  with  persons,  did  appear  to  de- 
aerve  the  animadversion,  the  censure  of 
the  House,  he  should  adhere  to  what  was 
right  for  the  public,  be  the  persons  whom- 
aoever,  or  whatsoever  tl^y  may. 

The  hon.  gentleman  then  opened,  with 
infinite  wit  and  raillery,  the  plan  of  dignity 
adopted  by  the  ministers,  and  shewed  how 
it  was  pursued  through  every  transaction ; 
from  the  propogbg  the  new  fievenue  Act 
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for  America,  to  their  partial  repeal  of  it 
in  this  session.  He  began  first  with  the 
measures  taken,  when  the  parllamefit  vaa 
persuaded  to  pass  an  Act  for  suspending 
the  Assembly  of  New  York,  and  shared 
that  instead  of  producing  a  submissiai 
from  that  assembly,  on  which  the  dignitr 
of  government  was  to  be  established,  it 
produced  resolutions  in  that  assembly, 
against  both  the  dignity  and  authority  of 
this  government.  The  Quartering  ^ill, 
which  this  suspending  Act  was  meant  to 
enforce,  was  never  submitted  to;  and  the 
whole  efiect  was,  that  the  act  of  parlis. 
ment  was  now  no  looser  in  force,  but  the 
resolutions  were,  and  have  had  their  efied 

As  the  Revenue  Acts  produced  io 
America  nothing  but  resolutions  ^mA 
our  power  of  taxing,  the  next  step  oi 
digm^  was  a  letter  of  a  secretaij  of 
state,  ordering,  with  a  menace,  in  case  at 
refusal,  the  assembly  at  Boston,  froo 
whence  the  measure  of  resolving  first  took 
rise,  to  rescind  all  such  resolutions,  aai 
directing  the  governors  of  the  other  pro* 
vinces,  by  another  and  circular  letter,  to 
induce  their  assemblies  to  treat  the  Bo^» 
resolves  with  the  contempt  they  deserrec. 
Here  again  our  dignity  was  dishoooareiL 
The  Boston  assembly,  who  would  not  r^ 
scind,  was  dissolved,  and  was  permitted  ts 
sit  again  without  rescinding;  and  \k 
other  assemblies  treated  4he  secretary  of 
state's  letter  with  contempt. 

These  wise  steps  of  policy  failing,  ad 
the  people  of  America  growing  every  diT 
more  and  more  confirmed  in  ueir  jm^ 
tions,  and  mote  and  more  inflamed,  sere* 
ral  acts  of  violence  broke  out.  Upon  tbii 
state  of  things,  the  crown  was  now,  u 
confessedly  unable  to  carry  its  measuici 
into  execution,  advised  to  call  in  thesii 
of  parliament,  to  tell  parUament,  thit  it 
could  not  govern  those  ungovernable  oeo* 
pie.  The  parliament  was  persuaded  t« 
come  to  some  threatening  resolves,  andts 
give  back  the  curious  advice  of  senditf 
tor  the  subjects  of  America,  suspected  i 
treason  andmisprbion  of  treason,  to  Enf* 
land,  under  the  authority  of  an  cdd  Adflf 
Henry  8,  to  be  tried  here.  These  threats 
never  were,  as  it  was  known  thej  nerer 
could  be  carried  into  execution.  The} 
exposed  the  weakness  of  parliament,  ib^ 
rendered  its  power  abhorred,  and  reduced 
the  dignity  of  government  to  contempt 

These  great  strokes  of  policy  not  suc" 
ceeding,  the  plan  took  a  firmer  tone,  u*» 
upon  an  account  received  of  some  breaci>e| 
01  the  peacoj  and  some  affiraya  witb  ^ 
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ustom-hoiue  officers,  a  fleet  and  an  army 
'ere  sent  to  Boston,  to  secure  not  oar  dig- 
ity,  but  government  itself,  as  was  giyen 
ut.  i 

See  now  the  issue  of  this :  the  civil  ma- 
istrate,  who  was  said  to  call  for  the  aid  of 
3686  troops,  would  neither  receive  nor 
uarter  them ;  would  not  accept,  nor  use 
leir  aid ;  so  that,  after  the  parade  of  the 
2rror  was  over,  and  after  the  ministers 
)und  they  could  not  frighten  the  people, 
ley  withdrew  part  of  this  armament,  and 
le  rest  are  now  drawn  out  of  the  town. 

So  that,  on  the  upshot,  it  appears,  that 
istead  of  having  established  the  dignity  of 
overnment,  you  have  now  shown,  by  the 
ttempt,  that  you  have  lost  the  power  of 
Sect,  either  to  suspend  or  to  prorogue,  or 
ven  to  induce  the  assemblies  to  rescind 
^eir  resolves  against  your  power. 

Every  measure  of  crude  impracticable 
igour,  you  abhorred.  Eveij  measure  of 
mity,  (proved  to  be  the  lenity  of  a  brag- 
art  forced  to  submit,)  has  brought  you 
ito  contempt.  At  the  very  time  that 
arliament  was  to  be  persuaded  to  take  up 
^e  menace  of  Henry  the  8th's  Act,  mi- 
istry  were  preparing  a  plan  of  submission ; 
ad  when  they  found  that  the  terms  of  their 
iibmission  would  not  be  accepted  by  the 
Americans,  the  ministers,  by  another  cir- 
ular  letter,  upon  the  plan  of  lenity,  laid 
^e  grounds  for  their  friends  in  America  to 
egociate  a  reconciliation;  pretending 
iieroselves,  in  the  mean  while,  to  hold  up 
leir  heads  hi^h  under  the  authority  of 
arliament,  which  could  not  submit ;  and 
et,  if  their  friends  could  have  carried  any 
ne  point  that  would  have  served  for 
stensible  ground  to  parliament,  parliament 
^as  to  be  persuaded  to  repeal  as  they 
dould  recommend.  And  lastly,  although 
be  Americans  could  not  be  induced  to  do 
ven  this,  yet  parliament  was  persuaded  to 
Bpeal  article  for  article,  as  ttie  ministers 
ad  promised,  and  vowed  they  should,  and 
ot  a  jot  further. 

So  that  now,  not  only  dienity,  but  go« 
emment  and  power  are  all  brought  to 
ought.  Every  instrument  is  gone;  there 
neither  civil  nor  militarv.  The  mali^ity 
^your  will  is  abhorred;  the  debility  of 
our  power  is  contemned,  which  ever  has 
een,  and  is  now  the  case  of  a  government 
ithout  wisdom. 

Tliese  measures,  and  this  state  of  things, 
0  not  only  deserve,  as  we  have  expressed 
»  our'  most  serious  consideration,  but  so 
ir  as  it  sliall  appear,  that  this  state  of 
lings  have  been  brought  on  by  those 


measures,  the  measures  do  aurely  deserve* 
oar  censure ;  and  upon  this  ground  the 
hon.  genUeman  said  he  should  propose  Re- 
solutions of  censure  of  the  several  mea- 
sures which  had  been  lately  taken.  Which 
resolutions  were  as  follow : 

1.  «<  That,  in  several  of  his  Majesty's 
<  colonies   in  North    America,    Disorders 

have  of  late  prevailed,  prejudicial  to  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  and 
destructive  to' Ae  peace  and  prosperity  of 
the  said  colonic. 

2.  **  That  a  principal  cause  of  the  Dis- 
orders which  have  lately  prevailed  in  North 
America,  hath  arisen  from  the  Hl-judged 
and  inconsistent  Instructions  given,  from 
time  to  time,  by  persons  in  administration, 
to  the  governors  of  some  of  the  provinces 
in  North  America.     , 

5.  **  That  the  directing  the  Dissolution 
of  the  Assemblies  of  North  America,  upon 
tlieir  refusal  to  comply  irith  certain  propo- 
sitions, operated  as  a  menace  injurious  to 
the  deliberative  capacity  of  these  assekn-^ 
blies,  and  tended  to  excite  discontent,  and 
to  produce  unjustifiable  combinations. 

4*  Y  That  the  Assemblies  of  North 
America  having  been  dissolved  for  no( 
disavowing  or  discountenancing  certain 
combinations,  and  the  suffering  new  As- 
semblies to  sit  without  disavowing  or  dis- 
countenancing the  said  combinations,  was 
a  proceeding  fajii  of  inconsistency,  and 
tending  to  lower,  in  th^  minds  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  America,  all  opinion  of 
the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  his  Majesty's 
councils. 

5»  **  That  it  is  nnwarrantable,  of  dan- 
gerous consequence,  and  an  high  breach  of 
uie  privilege  of  this  House,  to  promise  to 
tlie  Assetnblies  in  North  America  the  in- 
terposition or  influence  of  his  Majesty,  or 
of  his  confidential  servants,  with  this 
House,  in  any  manner  which  may  tend  to 
create  an  opinion  in  those  Assemblies,  that 
such  interposition  or  influence  must  ne- 
cessarily bring  on  a  repeal  of  any  duties  or 
taxes  laid,  or  to  be  laid,  by  authority  of 
parliament. 

6.  **  That  it  is  Highly  derogatory  from 
bis  Majesty's  honor,  and  from  the  freedom 
of  parliamentary  deliberation,  to  pledge 
the  faith  of  the  crown  to  the  said  assem- 
blies, for  the  repealing  or  laying  on,  or 
continuing,  or  not  laying  of,  any  taxes  ot 
duties  whatsoever. 

7.'  "  That  to  give*  assurances  in  his  Ma*  "^ 
jesty's  name,  distinguishing  certain  princi- 
ples of  Taxation,  and  disclaiming  an  in* 
tention  to  propose  any  taxes  within-  th« 
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said  description,  in  ordec  to  establish  and 
justify  unwarrantable  distinctions,  has  a 
tendency  further  to  disturb  the  minds  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects  in  America,  and  to 
weaken  the  authority  of  lawful  government. 
8.  **  That  to  lay  before  this  House  sug- 
gestions of  Treason,  or  Misprisions  of 
Treason,  subsisting  in  America,  in  order 
to  bring  this  House  into  a  plan  for  the  re- 
pressing and  punishing  such  supposed  trea- 
sons and  misprisions  of  treason,  when  in 
reality  no  such  treason,  or  misprisions  of 
treason,  did  subsist,  or»  if  they  did  subsist, 
no  measures  whatsoever  have  been  taken, 
or  appear  to  have  been  intended,  for  ap- 
prehending and  punishing  the  persons  con- 
cerned \n  the  same,  is  an  audacious  insult 
on  the  dignity  of  parliament,  and,  in  its 
consequences,  tends  either  to  bring  a  re- 
flection on  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  par- 
liament, or  to  encourage  treasons  and 
treasonable  practices  by  neglecting  to 
carry  into  execution  measures  recommend- 
ed by  parliament.'' 

Mr.  Rice  rose  to  defend  his  friend  and 
colleague  in  office ;  he  defended  the  cir- 
cular letter  to  governor  Bernard,  directing 
him  to  dissolve  the  Assembly,  if  it  did 
not  rescind :  that  the  letter  not  being  di- 
rected to  the  Assembly,  nor  meant  for 
their  cognizance,  could  neither  menace  nor 
even  influence  them  unduly.  He  defend- 
ed the  sending  the  troops,  as  a  necessary 
measure ;  and  the  repeal,  as  a  wise  propo- 
sition founded  on  commercial  principles : 
he  formed  his  answer  on  these  grounds, 
and  did  not  enter  into  any  of  the  other 
matters,  as  they  were  points  in  which  par- 
liament, not  mmisters,  were  concerned. 

Mr.  JViUiam  Burke  supported  every  ar- 
ticle of  the  motion  in  strong  terms. 

Colonel  OnshvOi  distinguishing  those 
measures  which  were  the  measures  of  par- 
liament from  those  which  might  properly 
be  fixed  upon  ministers,  called  upon  gen- 
tlemen to  point  the  charge  to  something 
particular ;  to  make  good  the  charge ;  and 
to  found  the  censure  upon  established 
truth,  not  upon  vague  and  general  decla- 
mation. 

Mr.  Townshend  declared  he  was  for 
bringing  things  to  persons ;  that  the  times 
called  for  vigorous  measures  of  parliament; 
that  if  there  was  that  relaxation  in  the 
minds  and  tempers  of  them,  that  they 
could  not  suffer  themselves  to  take  up 
such  measures  as  came  to  persons,  we 

were  undone;  for  there  wanted  only  an  I  sequence  of  that  conduct,  in  some  lat^o'^ 
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assurance  that  ministers  might  be  bad  with 
impunity,  to  close  the  scene  of  oiir  ruined 
state  of  government.  He  was,  therefore, 
for  fixing  a  censure  on  measures,  with  a 
direct  view  to  the  bringing  the  censuit 
home  to  the  ministers  who  were  the  au- 
thors of  them,  and  who  ought  to  be  re* 
sponsible  to  the  public  for  their  conduct. 

Lord  Clare  made  an  ironical  apologr 
for  the  opposition,  in  that  they  had  brought 
forward  these  matters'  so  late.  He  said, 
he  did  not  so  much  wonder  that  these 
matters  were  deferred  so  long,  as  that  the 
gentlemen  in  the  opposition  were  enabled 
to  bring  them  on  at  all :  for,  when  he  con- 
sidered how  many  different  matters  were 
to  be  mutually  conceded  ;  how  many  ds- 
cordant  opinions,  by  interpretation,  to  be 
reconciled ;  he  could  not  but  admire  botli 
the  industry  and  ingenuity  of  the  several 
gentlemen  who  could  thus  bring  so  maoj 
things  together,  and  to  agreement:  he 
thought  it  must  take  great  time  to  settle 
the  first  cause  of  all  these  disorders  ia 
America,  finely  painted  to  the  Houie. 
One  set  must  have  once  thought  that  the 
Stamp .  Act  was  the  cause ;  another,  thit 
the  repeal  of  it  was  the  real  cause;  but 
that,  to  ayoid  this  old  ground  of  diviiioa 
and  recrimination,  they  had  at  last,  after  a 
long  and  curious  negociation,  agreed  to 
take  up  the  cause  from  a  later  date,  bi 
considering  only  the  disorders  wltich  hare 
of  late  psevailed  in  America.  But,  to  be 
serious,  he  thought  that  a  majority  of  the 
House  would  be  of  opinion,  that  the  true 
cause  of  all  our  disputes  with  our  colonies 
were  to  be,  and  ought  to  be,  traced  higher. 
He  talked  of  an  amendment  to  this  par- 
pose,  but  his  idea  was  not  adopted  by  the 
ministry. 

General  Mackai/  made  some  general  ob- 
servations on  the  state  of  things  in  de- 
fence of  the  measures  of  administrati<Hi. 

Mr.  Wedderburriy  after  settling  a  poii* 
with  lord  Clare,  as  to  the  ease  with  which 
great  statesmen  might  reconcile  incoo* 
sistencies  between  opinion  and  condoct, 
from  his  lordship's  own  example  of  ths 
ease,  with  which  he,  who  was  for  the 
Stamp  Act  upon  principle,,  could  take  s 
post  at  the  head  of  the  American  depart* 
ment,  under  a  ministry  that  had  repesieii 
that  Act,  upon  the  principle  of  beiof 
against  dl  American  taxation,  from  ^ 
short  time  it  took  him  to  settle  those  C0> 
trarieties — he  shewed  that  such  had  be^ 
the  conduct,  and  such  the  dangerous  &i^ 
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iitenapon  American  affiurs,  that  thej 
ftd  united  people  and  parties  of  the  most 
iiffering  opmions  as  to  former  measures, 
I  that  which  was  now  become  the  one 
nlj  necessary  measure,  that  of  interpbs- 
ig  tb  prevent  the  impending  ruin  of  this 
ootttry,  by  the  total  loss  of  its  American 
ominions.  He  then  applied  general 
bckaj*8  general  observations  to  a  con- 
rmation  of  the  errors  and  mischievous 
ictsnres  of  ministry,  to  their  n^iigence 
ad  total  abandonment  of  Amencan  af- 
urs,  without  ever  proposing  or  thinking 
fany  plan  for  conaucting  them. 
He  then  diewed  how,  by  these  mea- 
sres,  America,  which,  in  the  reign  <^ 
reorge  2,  was  totally  annexed  to  the  Bri- 
iih  empire,  was,  in  the  reign  of  George  3, 
OtaDy  dissevered  and  cut  off  from  that 
iDpire:  that  the  American  colonies  had 
aised  to  be  British  dominion^,  were  no 
ftote  so  than  Calais,  which  was  once  a 
kitish  province,  now  was  such.  He  said^ 
kat  when  one  poor,  miserable,  short-lived 
irecedent  of  a  third  secretary  of  state, 
sistine  for  a  few  weeks  in  the  time  of 
Uwara  6,  was  brought  forward  to  evade 
la  express  law,  in  order  that  a  -noble 
M  might  be  put  at  the  head  of  a  distinct 
American  department,  he  should  have 
bought  that,  m  the  choice  of  that  Krrd, 
Mie  would  have  been  fixed  upon  whom 
cnowiedge  of  commerce,  Experience  in  the 
i)rttem  of  our  plantations  and  colonies, 
Jhom  prudence,  firmness,  and  a  well- 
funded  conduct,  marked  out  more  par- 
icularly.  He  was  sorry,  yet,  however, 
^  must  say  in  the  m6st  direct  terms,  that 
^  minister  put  at  the  head  of  that 
Karcely  legal  department  was  not  fit  for 
it :  that  his  conduct  was  such  as  called  for 
Iu8  removal;  and  that  he  thought  these 
kesoYutioDs  led,  by  the  justest  steps,  to 
^t  must  produce  that  enect. 

Lord  North  took  up  some  expressions 
vhich  Mr,  Wedderburn  had  used,  in  high 
tttnu,  and  returned  a  flat  contradiction  to 
tkem.  The  matter  was  nothing  to  the 
present  debate,  and  was,  on  both  sides,  a 
nificoDception.  His  lordship  then  came 
ta.the  ground  of  answering  the  several 
Betters  of  charge  against  the  ministry, 
^de  by  article,  and  said  as  much  as 
Bould  be  for  them,  but  avoided  the  men- 
ton  of  any  plan  for  the  future.    . 

Mr.  GrenviUe  took  up  the  argument, 
™» ^er  having  shewn  that  ministry  had, 
«^"i  as  to  execution  and  lenity,  done 
B^ery  thing  which  they  ought  not  to  have 
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done;  and  as  to  system  of  governing,  had 
omitted  to  do  every  thing  they  «iould 
have  done ;  that  they  were  not  only  re^ 
prehensible  for  what  they  had  done,  but 
nighly  criminal  for  daring  to  take  great 
offices,  and  to  have  done  nothing;  he  odled 
upon  them  for  their  plan,  and  charged 
them  strongly  for  not  having  such,  and  for 
not  laying  it  before  parliament ;  when,  by 
the  King's  Speech,  the  consideration  of 
some  such  thing  was  become  avowedly 
part  of  the  business  of  the  session,  ne 
spoke  long  and  ably. 

The  question  being  importunately  call- 
ed for,  the  first  Resolution  was  negatived 
without  a  division.  The  House  then  di- 
vided on  the  second  Resolution.  The 
Yeas  went  forth: 

''       '  Tellers. 

Yeas  5^^*  Seymour    .    -    - 
jMr.  Phipps  -    -    -    - 

Noes  4  ^^^  Alex.  Gilnnore  -    - 
iColonel  Onslow     -    - 

So  It  passed  in  the  negative.  The  rest 
of  the  Kesolutions  were  negatived  without 
a  division; 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Duke  of 
Richmond's  Resoiutions  relating  to  the 
Disotders  in  America.*']  May  18.  The 
order  of  the  day  being  read  for  taking 
into  consideration  the  American  Papers 
laid  before  the  House  this  session,  ana  for 
the  Lords  to  be  summoned,  part  of  his 
Majesty's  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  the  preamble  of  the  Act  7  George 
5,  for  discontinuing  the  drawbacks  pay- 
able on  china  earthen*  i^are  exported  to 
America,  Ac,  a  Letter  dated  21st  April 
1768,  from  the  earl  of  Hillsborough,  and 
a  Letter  dated  22d  April  1768,  from  the 
earl  of  Hillsborough,  were  read. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  then  rose  and 
said: 

Mv  lords;  notwithstanding  the 
boasted  vigilance  of  administration,  not- 
withstanding the  state  of  the  British  em- 
pire grows  hourly  more  and  more  alarm- 
ing, and  notwithstanding  the  crisis  to 
which  our  present  unhappy  disputes  with 
America  have  arrived,  we  are  now  upon 
the  point  of  a  prorogation,  without  seeing 
any  thins  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  na- 
tion, and  the  solemn  assurances  ^ven  us 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  like 

■  _  • 
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^  the  bmclcw  fidbric  of  a  Tiaioo/*  vanish 
totally  into  air,  and  **  leave  not  a  wreck 
behind.'' 

My  lofdfy  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
aession,  the  dangerous  state  of  the  Ame- 
rican colonies  was  particularly  recom- 
mended to  our  attentiout  and  we  were 
justly  given  to  understand,  that  the  resto- 
ration of  unanimity  between  our  subjects 
-  on  the  different  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  was 
a  matter  of  the  last  importance :  from  this 
aeeming  attention  to  an  affiur  of  unques- 
tionable consequence,  many  flattered 
themselves,  that  even  the  blessed  set  of 
ministers,  who  now  superintend  the  busi- 
ness of  this  unhappy  Kingdom,  were  for 
once  really  desirous  of  doing  something 
praise?worthy,  or  that  they  had  aoci- 
<lentally  blundered  upon  an  object  highly 
necessary  for  the  consideration  of  a  Bri- 
tish parliament.  The  issue,  however,  is 
as-m&nchoh'^  as  the  bei^nin^  was  afpnee- 
able.  The  fairy  dream  in  which  our  ima- 
ginations were  so  pleasingly  engaged,  is 
now  converted  to  a  most  mortiiymg  scene 
4rf  disappomtment,  and  we  wake  from  the 
iUusion  of  ima^nary  happiness,  to  expe- 
rience an  additional  pang  in  the  accumup 
latbg  wretchedness  of  our  country« 
^  My  lords,  if  our  ministers,  nobly  insen- 
sible as  th^  are  to  shame,  had  no  regard 
whatever  for  their  reputation,  one  wouU 
lU  least  suppose,  that  they  would  have 
manifested  some  little  anxiety  for  their  inp 
terest.  One  would  suppose,  that  the 
aame  deprarity  of  principle  which  led 
ihem  to  acquire,  would  laid  them  to  aim 
litsecurity  in  their  offices ;  and  that  they 
would  endeavour  to  avoid-  the  storm  oi 
poblfc  wrath,  however  they  might  despair 
0£  gaining  the  public  approbation.  I  am 
therefore  astonished,  that  they  themselves 
ihou|d  not  bestow  a  single  thought  on 
what  they  have  so  earnestly  recommended 
|o  our  attention.  We  are,  as  I  have 
idready  observed,  upon  the  eve  of  a  pro- 
fogation,  and  ^et  so  far  has  the  great  bu- 
siness of  America  been  neglected,  that  we 
^lave  not  heard  a  syllable  from  them  on 
the  subject,  thon^  it  constituted  so  essen- 
tial a  part  of  the  King's  Speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  session.  To  what,  my 
lords,  shall  we  attribute  this  shamefbl  in- 
congruity ?  If  we  impute  it  to  design,i  it 
argues  a  profligacy  of  character  that  makes 
the  puppets  of  the  present  hour  dangerous 
to  the  community;  if  we  ascribe  it  to 
weakness,  it  argues  them  utterly  unfit  for 
their  oflkies.  I^t  them  take  their  choice 
^  the  alternative,  their  choice  of  the  art^ 


ful  knav^  or  ifie  inoorrigiUe  CboI,  ndia 
either  pomt  of  view  they  are  a  dugnoe  tp 
the  very  name  of  government 

But,  my  lords,  as  the  interat  of  them* 
tion  must  not  be  sacrificed  to  thefrnd, 
or  the  incapacity  of  adininistradoD;aI 
trust  this  House  w31  always  wstch  atto* 
tivelv  over  the  public  good,  hovevw  tbt 
good  may  be  disregarded  1^  the  loore  i» 
mediate  superintendents  of  the  itate,  I 
shall  beg  leave  to  propose  some  Resola* 
tions  relative  to  American  aiUn,  whidil 
flatter  myself  willhavea  tendencJtoI^ 
store  peace  in  the  coloniei,  sod  leflttt 
honour  upon  the  mother  country. 

My  lords,  I  shall  now  cow^ttde  vkk 
moving  the  following  Resolotioos: 

1.  '<  That  in  several  of  his  Majesty'i 
colonies  in  North  America,  disorden  hire 
of  late  prevailed,  prejudicial  to  tbetrade 
and  commerce  of  uds  kinsdora;  nldd^ 
stmctive  to  the  peace  ana  proiperitjflf 
the  said  colonies. 

2.  «  That  the  letter  of  the  esil  of  HiL- 
boroujih,  of  the  22d  of  April  1768,  lo 
Francis  Bernard,  esq.  governor  of  tk 
Massachusetts  Bay,  was  a  commoa  ofioi 
letter,  without  any  particahir  mark,  « 
special  direction  for  kaefung  the  flnK,« 
any  part  of  the  same,  secret. 

S.  <<  That  it  does  not  appesrdiataiy 
directicm  of  secrecy  had  beengiveaiBSff 
separate  letter,  or  paper,  tranmutted  via 
the  same  letter. 

4.  <<  That  the  said  letter  did  contamn 
order  for  dissolving  the  assembly  of  tk 
province  of  Massacnuaetts  Bay,  opoo  tbdr 
refusal  to  comply  with  certain  propoo' 
tions. 

5.  <<  That  governor  Bernard  did  % 
the  said  proporitions  befisre  the  snembiT, 
and  did  tbreaten  the  said  assembly  vhbi 
dissolution,  and  its  consequences;  id 
did,  in  vindication  and  support  of  tai 
proceedings,  lay  before  the  assembl j  tfai 
said  letter  of  the  Earl  of  Hillsborou^ 

6.  <<  That  the  directmg  the  diasoloM 
of  the  assemblies  of  North  AmeriOi  upa 
their  refusal  to  comply  with  certaio  pro- 
positions, operated  as  a  menace  iojunns 
to  the  deliberative  capacity  of  the  attea- 
blies,  excited  discontent,  and  eontribatcd 
to  produce  unjustifiable  combtnatioDSi 

7.  <<  That  the.assemblies  of  North  Ape- 

rica  havmg  beta  dissolved,  fornflt<Ii* 
vowing  or  discountenancing  certsiocoa 
binations,  the  au&riog  new  assembles  o 
sit,  without  disavowing  or  discounteovc* 
ing  the  said  combinatioos.  was  a  procet^ 
log  full  of  inconsistengr^  and  teaduf  u 
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ovrer,  in  the  vninds  of  his  MajeMy'a  aub- 
|ect8  m  America,  all  opinion  of  the  wisdom 
md  fimineaa  of  his  Majes^s  councils. 

a  ••  That  lord  Botetourt,  his  Majesty's 
piremor  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  was  m- 
itracted  by  a  letter  from  the  earl  of  HiUs- 
korough,  in  the  foUowmg  words:  'His 
Miyesty  relies  on  your  prudence  and  fide^- 
itjr  for  such  an  explanation  of  his  mea- 
mres,  as  may  tend  to  remove  the  prejn* 
Uo&i  which  have  been  excited  by  the  mis- 
representations of  those  who  are  enemies 
lo  the  p^ace  and  prosperity  of  Great  Bri- 
Mn  and  her  colonies,  and  to  re-estaMish 
Aat  mutual  confidence  and  affisction,- upon 
vfaich  the  iclory  and  safety  of  the  British 
empire  de^n<&.»  ^ 

9.  **  That  these  his  Majesty's  measures 
appear,  by  the  said  letter,  to  be  measures 
tOQoennng  the  distinction  of  <;ertain  pria- 
dj^es  of  taxation,  and  the  repeal  of  cer- 
Inn  taxes  imposed  by  authority  of  par- 
Ssment. 

'  la  **  That  in  consequence- of  the  said 
htroctiops,  lord  Botetourt  was  authorised 
(as  Ar  as  a  letter  of  a  secretary  of  state 
ins  authority )  to  state  these  measures  as 
lib  Miejesty's  measures,  and  to  explain  the 
lame  according  to  1^  notions  of  pru- 
dence. 

11.  «<  That  lord  Botetourt  did  accord- 
ingly assure  the  assembly,  that  his  Majes- 
ty wodd  rather  lose  his  crown  than  pre- 
•erve  it  by  deceit. 

12.  <<  That  this  dedaraUon  is  highly 

a[nroper,  inasmuch  as  it  is  personally  in- 
king his  Majesty  in  the  measures  of  Ms 
tottisters. 

18.  «  That  the  saidassurance  relatedto 
tte  repeal  of  certain  taxes,  and  the  dis- 
liaotion  of  certain  duties. 
'  14t.  *•  That  it  is  nnwaitantable,  of  dan- 
|nous  consequence,  and  an  high  breach 
of  the  privilege  of  parliament,  to  promise 
^  the  aBsemblies  m  Nordi  Amenca,  the 
interposition  or  influence  of  his  Majesty, 
^  of  his  confidential  serrants  with  parlia- 
■tent,  in  any  manner  which  may  tend  to 
^<eate  an  opinion  in  those  assemblies,  that 
*Qch  interposition  or  influence  most  neces- 
*^y  bring  on  a  repeal  of  any  duties,  or 
tees,  laid,  or  to  be  laid,  by  authority  of 
purliatnent. 

15.  M  That  it  is  highly  derogatory  from 
I^Majesty's  honour,  and  from  the  iree- 
*^>Bi  of  parliamentai^  deliberation,  to 
^f^  the  faith  of  the  crown  to  the  said 
MMiiiblies,  for  the  repealing  or  laying  on, 
w  coatmuing,  or  not  laying  of  any  taxes 
«  duties  whacsoerar. 


16.  *<  That  to  gi?e  assurances  in  hie 
Majesty's  name,  distinguishing  certaia 
principles  of  ^xation,  and  disclaiming  aa 
mtention  to  propose  any  taxes  within  the 
sttd  description,  in  order  to  establish  and 
justify  unwarrantable  distinctions,  has  a 
tendency  further  to  disturb  the  minds  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects  in  America,  and 
weaken  the  authority  of  lawful  govern* 
ment. 

17.  *«  That  to  lay  before  this  House 
suggestions  of  treason,  or  misprision  of 
treason,  subsisting  in  America,  in  order 
to  bring  this  House  into  a  plan  for  the  re- 
pressinff  and  punishhig  such  supposed  trea* 
son  and  misprisions  of  treason,  when,  in 
reality,  no  such  treasons,  or  misprisions  of 
treasons,  did  subsist;  or  if  they  did  sub- 
sist, no  measures  whatsoever  nave  been 
taken,  or  appear  to  have  been  intended^ 
for  apprehending  and  punishing  the  per- 
sons concerned  in  the  same,  is  an  auda- 
cious insuh  on  the  dignity  of  parliament^ 
and  in  its  consequences  tends,  either  to 
bring  a  reflection  on  die  wisdom  and  jus- 
tice of  parliament,  or  to  encourage  trea- 
son or  treasonable  practices,  by  neglecting 
to  carry  into  execution  measures  recom- 
mended by  pariiament. 

18.  *«  That  these  many  ill-judged  and 
inconsistent  proceedings  nave  been  a  prin- 
cipal cause  of  the  afor^aid  disorders.'' 

The  ^estion  being  put  upon  the  First 
Resolution, 

The  Eari  of  HUkborough  said : 

My  lords ;  as  I  have  ever  made  it  a 
first  principle  to  maintain  a  strict  neutra- 
lity during  party  commotions,  as  it  has 
been  my  pride,  no  less  than  my  happiness, 
to  attend  solely  to  the  duties  of  my  office, 
and  to  preserve  my  honest  independence 
as  a  member  of  this  House,  I  own  it  sur- 
prizes me  not  a  little,  to  find  party  busily 
meddling  itself  with  my  conauct,  even  as 
a  man,  mm  a  mistaken  idea  of  my  beha- 
viour in  the  service  of  government;  libe- 
rality of  sentiment,  however,  is  not  the 
characteristic  of  the  present  period;  nor 
are  the  patriots  of  the  hour  the  most  emi- 
nently oistioguished  for  their  love  of  jus- 
tice ;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  eternally 
making  their  belief,  their  fiict ;  and  draw- 
ing their  inferences  from  premises  founded 
wholly  on  their  own  conjecture:  yet,  ia 
spite  of  prejudice,  in  spite  of  misrepresen- 
tation, I  shall  confidently  enter  uiK>n  the 
subject  of  my  defence,  and  possibly  prove 
myself  a  more  diiiatarasted  fifiaad  tothii' 
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kingdom,  than  many  who  particolarly 
plume  themselves  upon  an  unbounded  po- 
pularity. 

My  lords ;  once  the  period  in  which  I 
first  nad  the  honour  of  being  employed  as 
minister  in  the.  American  department,  it 
has  been  my  unalterable  study  ta  pursue 
such  measures  as  appealed  most  coodocive 
to  the  interest  both  of  the  mother  country 
and  the  colonies,  without  once  losine  sight 
«  of  the  great  coastitufional  point,  Uie  su- 
premacy which  the  former  should  always 
possess  over  the  latter,  and  which  is  no 
less  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, than  for  the  honour  of  the  British 
parliament.  It  is  true,  indeed,  adminis- 
tration has  frequently  sent  over  disagree- 
able orders  to  the  governors  of  several 
provinces;  orders  which  bore,  perhaps, 
marks  of  severity,  if  the  cause  remained 
unknown,  and  which  possibly  deserved  the 
name  of  oppressive,  if  issued  to  operate 
upon  people  yielding  a. proper  subordina-. 
tion  to  tne  laws,  and  living  in  a  state  of 
tranquillity.  But  who,  my  lords,  will  take 
upon  him  to  assert,  that  wtiea  the  colonies 
use  up  in  a  daring  opposition  taall  legal 
authority;  when  they  deny  their  depen- 
dence upon  this  kingdom ;  when  they  at- 
tack the  lives  of  such  among  them  as  seem 
well  affected  to  the  parent  slate,  and  when 
they  will  not  suffer  English  vessels  to  car- 
ry on  a  peaceable  'commerce,  nor  indeed 
any  commerce  at  all  with  English  ports  in 
America ;  who,  I  say,  in  such  a  case,  will 
assert,  that  the  mother  country  should 
quietly  sit  down  under  the  flagitious  inso- 
lence of  her  dependencies,  that  she  should 
tamely  suffer  injury  after  injury,  and  allow, 
the  colonies  to  rule  her  witn  a  rod  ^  iron, 
for  fear  of  beins  charged  with  a  severity  of 
conduct  towarcb  the  colonies  ?  The  mi- 
nister, who  in  such  a  case  neglected  to 
vindicate  her  just  rights,  would  uiamrfully 
betray  them :  timidity  is  treason  where  the 
happiness  of  our  country  is  at  stake,  and  a 
man  would  deserve  as  much  to  be  im- 
peached at  your  lordships'  bar,  who  scan- 
dalously shrunk  from  the  defence  of  your 
rights,  as  if  he  had  actually  given  Uiem 
up. 

My  lords,  the  irresolution  of  government 
with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  America^  is  a 
matter  of  much  triumph  to  the  gentlemen 
in  opposition,  and  the  difficulty  of  recon- 
ciling the  differences  so  unhappily  subsist- 
ing between  us  and  our  colomes  affords  an 
incessant  opportunity  for  descanting,  ei- 
ther upon  the  weakness,  or  the  wickedness 
ofadxxunistration.    For  my  own  party  bow- 


ever,  i  think  these  diffisrences  mi^bnc 
been  long  since  amicably  adjusted,  vac  it 
not  for  the  conduct  of  our  patrioti,  vIm 
are  Gontinudly  throwing  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  a  reconciliation,  and  as  oBtioua^ 
accusing  the  ministry  with  keeping  opai 
wound,  where  the  radical  mesos  dfcueii 
totally  denied  by  thennelves. 

My  lords,  to  support  the  jortioe  of  du 
assertion,  let  us  omy  turn  our  eyes  to  tiie 
institutioa  of  the  Stamp  Act,  loudly  nit 
has  been  ezecratedt  and  aniTenaij 
fiidiionable.as  it  ia  become  to  eiecaie 
every  law  that  raisea  a  revenue  mat 
diately  upon  the  AnericaDa.  The  Stanp 
Act  at  its  institutioa  was  certainly  nib 
pugnant  to  the  principles  of  freedom, »  a 
the  time  of  its  repeal;  araeasmewkidiii 
now  declared  to  be  self^vidently  moo^ 
must  sordy.  have  appealed  wrong  as  a 
first  agitation,  in  the  two  wisest,  tb  twt 
justest,  as  well  as  the  two  greatest  snefg- 
blies  of  this  kingdom  ;  yet  so  &r  were  our 
patriots  at  the  time  from  being  abnnedst 
any  violence-  ofered  to  the  constitQtiflp: 
so  fiir  was  a  Revenue  Act  upon  Amena 
judged  repugnant  to  the  real  principltta 
freedom,  that  little  or  no  oppositioo «« 
made  to  the  Bill  in  parliament,  sad  en 
many  of  the  American  agents  themseiie 
dilowed  it  ta  be  as  salutary  a  node  i 
raising  money,  as  any  that  hsdbea 
thouehtofby  preceding  administntiott 
The  law  was,  therefore^  passed  with  a 
much  indifference  as  any  other  Isr^cd 
the  colonies  never  thought  of  denyiag  obb 
dienceto  it  till  they  were  encoong^ » 
such  a  denial  by  the  patriots  of  the  niodtf 
coantry.  It  is  true,  indeed,  the  cotosia 
expressed  a  dissatisfaction  at  the  Stin' 
Act,  but  what  people  areever  plessed  m 
paying  taxes  ?  We  ouvselves  on  this  ade 
the  Atlantic,  are  sddom  moc^  deygktei 
when  new  burthens  are  imposed  upoo  a: 
on  the  contrary,  a  genenl  excttatbfl 
accompanies  every  fresh  tax,  we  Isy  opnl 
the  people :  though  the  money  lam  < 
absolutely  raised  for  their  own  senric^ 
they  deem  themselves  oppressed  b  rm% 
it ;  and  require  two  or'  tnree  yean  to  ^^ 
concile  their  minds  to  the  neoesMty  oxtB* 
of  promoting  the  national  securi^*  Tbs' 
was  the  case  entirely  with  thecoloniei ;  tbef 
did  not  relish  a  new  tax ;  they  oonsidertt 
it  oppressive,  but  never  once  dresmt  i 
refrising  obedience  to  it,  till  the  patriots  i 
the  mother  country  desired  them  to  i^ 
fuse;  till  the/ia^rki^  wish  of  getting  a|| 
place,  rendered  it  necessary  to  make  s^ 
midable  party  against  adwniitiatisa ;  va 
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be  power  daiTDed  by  the  British  parlie- 
neot  of  aubjectiDg  the  cc^onies  to  a  re* 
reoue  wu  found  utterly  incompatible  with 
he  principles  of  freedom,  and  the  express 
lecbrations  of  Ma^na  Charta:  then».a 
vesch  was  to  be  eTOcted  between  the  dif- 
irent  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  Ame- 
brns  were  to  discontinue  their  trade^ 
hat  the  losses  consequently  resulting  to 
Us  kingdmn,  might  arm  the  popolaoe  on 
be  side  of  faction^  and  induce  them  to  at- 
fBrate  the  decay  of  their  manu&ctures 
f)u)Uy  to  the  ignonmce,  or  the  tjrranny  of 
jeremment. 

r  My  lords»  this  infamous  scheme  now 
liBng,  and  administration  being  deter* 
HDed,  at  all  events,  to  support  the  legal 
nthority  of  the  mother  country  over  every 
prt  of  her  dominions ;  a  complaint  is  now 
lOQght  before  this  House  of  our  miscon- 
bet,  our  incapacity,  our  oppression  ;  the 
Uliaanent  of  Kngland  is  now  told  of  o^r 
liiinquency,  ana  called  upon  to  punish 
iir  malversations*  Yet  how  has  govem- 
pnt  oflfended?  Is  the  legislature  of 
kii  kingdom  to  punish  us  for  main* 
rinuM[  its  own  supremacy  ?  Are  the  peo* 
|b  of  England  to  execrate  us,  because  we 
ivre  particukrly  stood  forth  ^cainst  every 
fbrt  of  fiu^oo,  to  secure  mem  in  the 
IssaesBion  of  their  dependencies  N  I  will 
My  my  lords,  insult  your  understandings, 
twill  not  insult  the  virtue  o£  the  nation, 
ft  suppose  it.  Let  our  patriots  therefore, 
fwj  would  arrive  at  eminence  by  their 
induct,  ffo  over  to  America,  and  demand 
|e  confi&nce  of  the  colonies.  They  may 
bre  leal  merit  to  plead  there  in  their  at- 
itaipts  to  overturn  the  constitution  t>f 
Iheat  Britain ;  they  may  have  merit  there, 
hf  endeavouring  to  render  the  impudent 
Mutions  of  a  provincial  connnittee,  su* 
lirior  to  our  lawful  ordinances.  But  here, 
IV  lords,  I  trust  they  will  be  ever  held 
^ntenptible ;  that  their  characters  will  be 
j^mean,  as  their  proceedings  have  been 
lotions,  aad  that  their  taachinatiofts  to 
Mtroy  the  importance  of  the  English  em- 
Ike,  will  always  make  them  detestable  to 
^wv  good  Englishman. 
^The  would*!^  patriots,  my  lords,  who 
>Mre.  paraded  so  much  upon  their  nublic 
V*nt,  are  exceedingly  o&nded  with  the 
wary,  and  dedaim  very  pompously  on 
y  optiages  which  they  committed  in 
Mton.^  Butt  aurely,  it  is  not  criminal  in 
^V  sublet,  whether  a  soldier  or  not,  to 
Mbid  his  Ufe  legally,  when  it  is  illegally 
fJi^^^^tA  The  BoBtoii  accounts  them^ 
wesy  adcMwledge  thie  townsmen  to  he 


the  aggressors,  and  is  a  soldier  to  be  par- 
ticularly exposed  to  the  licentiousness  of 
the  rabble,  because  he  is  performing  his 
duty  ?  or  is  he  to  be  less  intitled  to  protec- 
tion than  another  man,  because  he  is  more 
immediately  than  any  other  man,  devotedto 
the  service  of  the  community  ?  God  foi:bid! 
Fashionable  soever  as  it  may  be  to  con- 
demn our  trooDs,  for  supporting  the  due 
execution  of  tne  laws,  and  aiding  the  ne- 
cessary authority  of  the  ci.«il  magistrate,  I 
stOl  trust  that  justice  will  triumph  over 
clamour :  I  stiU  trust  that  reason  will  main- 
tain its  proper  pre-eminence  over  faction, 
and  that  this  House  will  not  consider  those 
popular  worthies  much  intitled  to  its 
thanks,  for  publicly  impeaching  its  con^ 
stitutional  jurisdiction. 

My  lords,  a  noble  duke  has  been  pleased 
to  call  my  letter  to  some  of  the  American 
governors,  directing  a  dissolution  of  their 
respective  assembliea,  ill-written,  and  anti- 
constitutional,  wanting  the  sanction  of 
parliamentary  advice,  as  well  as  the  mild- 
ness of  justmable  authority.  I  wiD  not^ 
my  lords,  venture  to  stand  up  in  defenoa 
of  my  letter  as  a  piece  of  composition ; 
I  am  not  vain  enough  to  flatter  myself 
with  an  idea  of  literary  exceHenoe,  nor 
presumptuous  enough  to  suppose  any  pro- 
duction of  mine,  would  be  able  to  defy 
the  ordeal  of  his  grace's  criticism.  Bui 
with  regard  to  the  meaning  of  my  letter, 
with  re^rd  to  my  view  in  writing  it, 
I  think  I  can  safely  place  my  hand  upon 
my  heart,  and  not  only  acknowledge  tha 
motiye,  but  glory  in  it.  It  may,  per* 
haps,  be  criminal  in  the  eyes  of  that 
noble  duke,  to  vindicate  the  supremacy 
of  the  mother  country,  and  it  may,  in 
his  opinion,  be  the  ground  of  a  reason* 
able  parliamentary  complaint,  that  I  have 
darea  to  enforce  a  due  respect  for  the 
dignity  of  parliament.  His  grace  may 
claim  the  applause  of  the  people  by  sa- 
crificing their  rights,  and  pay  his  court 
td  this  House,  by  disputing  the  legality 
of  its  ordinailces.  For  my  part,  being 
in  office,  I  can  have  no  pretence  to  these 
exalted  inconsiBtencies,  which  so  pecn* 
liarly  distinguish  the  flame  of  modem  pa* 
triotism.  Plain  common  sense  is  the  only 
advocate  I  shall  attempt  to  employ,  and 
your  lordships  shall  be  the  only  ju^wes  of 
my  vindication.  If  my  letter  thererore  ia 
anti-constitutional,  let  liis  grace  pomt  out 
in  what :  if  it  is  dictated  by  severity,  lei 
him  shew  us  in  what  the  severity  consists. 
If,  indeed,  it  is  repu^ant  to  the  principles 
of  the  Btkiah  constitution  to  execute  tiM 
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lawB  of  Great  BritaiD,  I  am  a  culprit  of 
the  first  magnitude.  If  it  is  ofipression 
to  dias^dTe  Uiose  provincial  legislations, 
which -were  exposmg  themseWes  to  pu- 
niriiment  by  Uie  insolence  of  their  resolu- 
tions, I  am  an  oppressor :  nor  do  I  won- 
der, when  it  is  pobUc  virtue  to  betray 
the  rights  of  the  nation,  that  it  should 
be  held  criminal  to  appear  in  their  de- 
fence. My  criminality  however  is  my 
principal  boast.  The  star  of  America 
ahall  never  have  my  voice,  to  shine  either 
upon  the  destruction  or  the  disgrace  of 
Englishmen.  The  colonies  are  our  sub- 
jects: as  such  they  are  bound  by  our 
laws;  and  I  trust  we  shall  never  use  the 
langiiage  of  supplication,  to  beg  that  our 
subjects  will  condescendmglv  yield  obedi- 
ence to  our  inherent  pre-emmence. 

My  lords,  it  is  a  mighty  arsument  with 
popularity,  that  government  has  not  yet 
oeen  able  to  reconcile  the  unhappy  dis- 
putes between  the  mother  country  and 
the  Americans,  and  the  inability  to  eftct 
that  desirable  reconciliation,  is  constantly 
mentioned  as  a  charge  against  the  mi- 
nisti^,  though  our  patriots  are  perfectly 
aensmlt  that  the  fisiuit  is  entirely  owii^  to 
themselves.  The  ministry,  my  lords,  have 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  a  proper  ac- 
commodation of  these  unfortunate  dissen- 
sions. It  is  their  first  study— their  first 
wish ;  but  the  gentlemen  in  opposition  will 
not  suffisr  them  to  accomplish  it.  They 
are  continually  exciting  tne  colonies,  to 
demand  concessions  which  the  mother 
country  can  never  consistently  allow;  and 
then  they  exclaim,  because  our  dififerences 
are  not  reconciled.  In  like  manner,  they 
are  hourly  deploring  the  loss  of  our  Ame- 
rican trade ;  and  yet  with  the  yery  same 
breath  advising  the  Americans  not  to  ded 
with  us.  In  fact,  my  lords,  their  whole 
patriotism  is  a  despicable  avarice  of  em- 
nioyment ;  and  their  whole  labour,  an  en- 
deavour to  distress  administration,  not  a 
generous  solicitude  to  serve  their  country. 
To  do  this,  every  bait  must  be  thrown  out 
to  catch  the  ignorant,  and  every  artifice 
made  use  of  to  inflame  the  discontented : 
80  thOT  can  succeed  to  office,  no  matter 
what  becomes  of  the  public  good.  This 
poor  kin|;dom  may  be  sacrifice  to  her  de- 
pendencies, and  the  British  parliament  be 
reduced  to  a  necessity  of  rescinding  its 
laws,  at  the  command  of  a  provincial  as- 
sembly. Can  you,  my  lords,  restram 
your  mdignation  at  the  bare  idea  of  so 
mortifying,  so  abject  a  proposition?  Is  not 
the  whole  EDgUdunim  madden^  io  your 


bosoms,  at  the  remotest  tiioogfat  d 
crouching  to  the  creatures  ef  yoor  ovo 
formation?  Haveyonereoledookimesto 
be  your  masters,  not  to  be  yoor  depead* 
ents— 4md  will  you  suffer  that  imolence  to 
assume  the  name  of  palriotisBi,  whkbir- 
raigns  the  warrantable  exerrise  of  joor 
own  authority  ?' No,  you  iriH  Bcver  rafier 
such  a  wantonness  of  temeritj;  youviB 
reject'  the  Resolntions  before  yoa  vkk 
contempt,  and  shew  these  torbulent  bow* 
lers,  that  you  are  not  to  be  inUnkated 
out  of  your  duty,  by  the  heady  fames  oft 
licentious  popuuri^. 

Here  there  was  a  genersl  cr7ofii> 
joum!  adjourn! 

The  Marquis  of  Rockmgham: 

My  lords;  though  some  nbbk per* 
sonages,  who  are  connected  with  gorenw 
meat,  seem  anxious  for  a  speedyto* 
mination  of  the  present  qaeitioo,  od 
though  others  have  called  out  to  a^oon, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  say  a  few  words,  m^ 
withstanding  the  greatness  of  their  iinpi> 
tience,  and!  hope  they  will  not  lo&rB- 
peach  the  rectitude  of  their  own  a» 
sures,  as  tacitly  to  confitts  they  will  tA 
bear  an  examination.  ' 

The  noble  lord,  who  has  now  fimraredj 
us  with  his  defence,  is  pleased  to  bevojf 
severe  upon  the  gentlemen  in  oppot^ 
tion,  and  to  attrimite  their  enderoai 
i6t  Uie  public  welfare,  toa  mesa  desired 
getting  into  office.  I  do  not,  hovmr, 
see,  why  they  are  to  be  branded  vitb  i 
stiemaofthis  nature,  any  morethaotv 
noble  lord  himself:  Uiey  are  ss  iodepa* 
dent  in  their  fortunes,  as  upright  to  tliar 
prindples  as  the  noble  lord,  ana  btteliff 
temptation,  surely,  by  the  mere  h<^  « 
being  employed,  to  prejudice  their  c<^^ 
than  the  noble  lord,  who  is  sctittiij  a 
place,  and  maybe  reasonably  supposed  if 
way  desirous  of  quarrelling  about  trite 
either  with  Uie  influences  he  conseqoallf 
possesses,  or  the  emoluments. 

My  lords,  it  is  universafiy  allowed,  Iw^ 
ever  we  may  censure  the  conduct  of  tbe 
Americans,  that  the  first  exerdiecfi 
power  to  tax  them  in  the  psrliameoc  r 
this  countij,  was  at  least  extremelj ' ' 
dicious,  if  It  was  not  actually  iUeg4 
much  more  was  to  be  got  firom  their 
tion  than  their  fear,  from  the  exteoaoQ 
their  commerce  than  the  increwe  of 
public  burdens.  While  they  lohoiitti 
therefore,  tor^ulate  their  oommefce 
our  discretion,  Siey  thought  it  hird 
tfaenr  proportgr  BhoQld  al^  be  it  oar ' 
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il,  and  that  we  should  not  only  restrain 
lem  m  the  acquisition  of  this  property. 
It  apply  it  when  acquired,  to  answer  our 
fn  exigencies.  They  contentedly  pur- 
led the»e  paths  to  obtain  their  uttle 
ealth,  which  we  judged  most  conducive 
I  our  interest,  but  they  denied  our  right 
'taking  away  that  wealth  when  obtained, 
id  of  trusting  to  the  discretion  of  any 
itfaority,  wh^  they  naturally  enough 
(osidered  to  appertain  wholly  to  them- 
Ives.  It  was  or  course  no  way  wonder- 
i,  that  in  opposing  what  they  deemed  a 
ilpable  invasion  of  every  thinffdear,  they 
oold  flv  to  some  excesses.  The  mother 
fontry  herself  upon  particular  occasions, 
oot  able  to  restrain  the  spirit  of  her  own 
pulace,  even  where  they  have  apparent- 
less  foundations  for  complaint.  She 
ould,  consequently,  learn  to  moke  the 
ne  excuses  for  tne  Americans,  which 
e  requires  for  herself,  and  recollect  that 
r  popular  insurrections  have  ever  taken 
ice  ID  an  English  government,  without 
viog  a  strong  appearance  of  justice,  if 
ey  were  not  originally  justified  by  ihe 
ro)r  of  the  governors. 

My  lords,  there  is  the  greater  necessity 
'  treating  the  colonies  mildly  on  this 
casioD,  because  we  ourselves  are  ex- 
edingly  divided,  with  regard  to  the  ne* 
itary  measures  of  effecting  a  reconcilia- 
n  between  tbem  and  the  mother  coun- 
\  Many  of  the  ablest  members  in  both 
>u8e8  think  that  we  have  no  right  what- 
ir  to  tax  them.  Others  contend  for 
i  right,  but  exclaim  against  the  exercise : 
i  afi  are  satisfied  that  the  happiness  of 
i  British  empire  immediately  depends 
m  the  termination  of  our  unfortunate 
sensions.  Thus  situated  therefore,  I 
not  surprised  that  the  Americans  should 
nk  themselves  oppressively  treated, 
en  numbers  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
heartily  of  the  same  opinion ;  nor  am  I 
prized  at  the  excesses  they  run  to  in 
ence  of  privileges,  which  »o  many,  even 
:heir  British  feUow  subjects,  pronounce 
>e  their  birth-right,  and  exhort  .them  to 
ert  with  their  blood. 
•  candidly  confess,  my  lords,  that  go- 
nment  has  a  very  delicate  part  to  act  in 
critical  a  coniuncture ;  to  maintain  the 
!  autliority  of  the  mother  country,  and 
satisfy  the  demands  of  the  Americans, 
0  easy  circumstance.  But  still,  as  the 
t  cause  of  complaint  seems  to  be  given 
us ;  as  we  shall  always  have  the  power 
mforcing  a  just  authority  over  the  colo- 
I,  if  they  should  at  any  time  mistake  an 


act  of  mdulgenoe,  for  an  instance  of  timi- 
dity ;  and  as  it  is  for  our  own  interest  to 
bring  them  as  speedUy  back  to  their  duty 
as  possible,  I  hope  we  shall  not  insist  too 
rigidly  upon  the  punctilios  of  pre-emi« 
nenoe;  nor  set  an  inconsiderable  tax  by 
any  means  in  competition  with  the  trad# 
and  the  affection  ot  America. 

Earl  Tempk  : 

My  lords ;  it  is  astonishing,  that  at 
the  ver^  close  of  the  session,  our  ministers 
are  afraid  to  undergo  the  honest  test  of  aa 
exammation  into  their  conduct,  and  are 
obliged  to  shield  themselves  behind  their 
numbers,  firom  the  abhorrence  which  must' 
necessarily  attend  an  enquiry  into  their 
mismanagement.  Surely,  as  tibey  have 
nothing  now  to  apprehend  till  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  sitting,  they  need 
not  be  so  shamefully  intimidated  at  the 
question  before  us,  as  to  press  for  an  ad* 
joumment ;  their  flight  is  as  disgraceful  as 
any  defeat  they  may  suffisr  in  the  field  of 
fair  argument,  and  their  gWing  the  cause 
up  as  utterly  indefensible,  is  even  worse 
than  the  poorest  stand  which  they  can 
possibly  make  before  the  lovers  of  their 
country. 

For  my  own  part,  my  lords,  unless  the 
Question  now  under  our  consideration  is 
fairly  discussed,  and  unless  something  is 
done  to  remove  our  unhappy  differences 
with  America,  I  shall  be  apt  to  think,  that 
while  our  present  ministers  continue  in 
office,  there  will  be  little  occasion  for  the 
meeting  of  parliaments.  They  assemble 
us  very  formally  together,  and  tell  us  in  a 
Speech  from  the  throne,  **  that  it  is  need- 
less to  recommend  the  state  of  America  to 
our  attention — and  that  they  have  endea- 
voured on  their  part  to  bring  the  Ameri- 
cans back  to  their  duty,  and  a  due  sense 
of  lawful  authority."— «Yet,  afler  so  pro- 
sitive  a  declaration  with  respect  to  the  ne« 
cessity  of  bringing  this  business  before  us, 
they  call  out  for  an  adjourhment|the  mo- 
ment we  take  it  up,  and  will  not  sufier  us 
to  do  any  thing  whatever  in  an  affiiir  where 
so  much  is  absolutely  requisite,  according 
to  their  own  acknowledgment,  for  the 
happness  of  the  kingdom. 

This,  my  lords,  is,  I  confess,  performing 
promises  in  a  very  singular  manner,  and 
doing  the  business  of  government  in  a  stile 
more  singular;  it  puts  me  in  mind  of  that 
stale  French  gasconade, 

<'  The  Kids  ^  Fmnce,  with  fortf  thooMUid  mso, 
"  Mareb'd  up  the  hiU,  and  ••  oMich'ddovB  sgra.** 
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For  here  we  are,  the  last  day  but  one  of 
tiie  seiaion,  in  respect  to  America,  jcttt 
where  we  oat  out ;  every  thing  left  un- 
•ettled,  and  opening  to  our  view  the  most 
alarming  prospects ;  the  wisdom  and  ad- 
vice of  parliament,  (so  ardently  Sought 
after  by  rormer  ministers)  totally  neglect- 
ed and  despised ;  and  eveiy  thing  consign* 
ed  to  the  minister  of  that  department,  who 
breathes  nothing  but  sanguinary  measures. 
Perhaps,  however,  I  put  a  different  con- 
itruction  upon  their  words,  and  understand 
the  expression-—*^  it  is  needless  to  recom- 
mend the  affairs  of  America  to  your  atten- 
tion,*' in  a  sense  of  recommendation,  when 
I  ought  to  annex  a  ^uite  contrary  meaning 
to  it,  and  conceive  it  in  a  light  wholly  llte-« 
ral  and  prohibitory.  For  it  is,  indeed, 
needless  to  recommend  the  affiurs  of  Ame- 
rica .to  our  attention,  if  we  must  not  attend 
to  Uiem,  and  it  is  equally  needless  to  agi- 
tate any  other  matter  in  either  House,  if, 
the  instant  it  comes  in  under  the  customa- 
ry form  of  a  question,  a  majority  bawling 
out  for  an  adjournment,  is  to  wrest  it  from 
our  deliberation.  This  is  a  manner  of 
proceeding  no  less  expeditious  than  it  is 
new,  and  if  the  ministry  are  kind  enough 
to  adopt  it  upon  all  occasions,  it  will  save 
a  prodigious  waste  of  unnecessary  argu- 
ment*  The  same  numbers  which  throw 
4>ut  a  disagreeable  motion  may,  without 
the  trouble  of  debating,  carry  a  favourite 
measure  speedily  into  execution,  and  while 
the  minonty  are  harassing  themselves  with 
reasoning  upon  points  of  national  io^r- 
tance,  the  administration  may  laugh  se- 
curely at  the  drudgery  of  their  antagonists, 

''  and  be  certain  of  a  continual  triumph,  with- 
out the  fatigue  of  uttering  a  single  sylla- 
ble. 

My  lords,  if  the  haf^iness  of  the  king- 
dom was  not  a  subject  much  too  serious 
for  pleasantry,  I  could  laugh  very  heartily 
at  the.modem  improvement  in  the  English 
constitution,  and  observe  it  was  natural 
enough  in  a  ministry,  which  elected  re- 
presentatives for  the  people,  to  take  the 
consideration  of  public  business  entirely 
from  the  hands  of  the  parliament ;  but  the 
m^e  form  of  legislation,  surely,  without 
the  use,  is  too  insignificant  to  be  preserved, 
and  of  consequence  since  we  are  no  longer 

*  to  deliberate,  the  government  should  can- 
didly tell  us,  that  our  future  meetings  are 
wholly  unnecessary.  A  frankness  of  this 
kind  will  save  us  from  contempt,  without 
exposinff  the  nation  to  any  prejudice ;  and 
the  ministry  who  do  not  pay  any  regard 
to  parliamentary  decency,  may  tbsn  exe- 
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cute  their  most  sangninory  measara, 
without  the  smallest  duead  ofpailiamea- 
tary  reproach.    * 

My  lords,  I  have  been  engaged  for  nasy 
years  in  public  business,  have  been  in  » 
nee  myself,  and  have  seen  adminiBtiatiiMS 
that  were  highly  obnoxious  to  the  people; 
but  such  a  set  of  minbters  as  the  presea^ 
so  lost  to  all  sense  of  shame,  so  eauoeaif 
above  the  mere  pretence  of  n^ard  fatjt^ 
dee,  I  never  saw.  They  are  not%atf  '^ 
with  trampling  upon  our  rights— they 
add  insult  to  oppression ;  they  must 
us  feel  onr  chains,  as  well  as  labour  to  sti 
slave  us;  and  despise  our  reaentme^ 
while  they  provoke  our  execration;  ii 
them  not,  however,  depend  tooraucb  npA 
their  numbers— the  silence  of  an  infoiil 
people  is  the  calm  before  an  earthquake 
and  the  despots  perlumshave  this  uMMHil 
reason  to  tremble,  littteasthey  apprcheai 
a  storm  that  will  sweep  them  to  destrao* 
tion. 

Lord  Shdburnes 

My  lords;  I  scaix^ely  remember  a 
period  in  history  ancient  or  modefa^ 
where  the  ministers  of  a  state^  howevar 
dead  to  the  feelings  of  justice,  were  aolostlt 
the  sentiments  of  shame,  that  tiiey  ^aiM 
in  their  delinquency,  and  deemea  it 
torious  to  be  detested  by  every  se 
and  every  honest  individual  of  their 
dry.  This  pinnacle  of  profligacy 
served  for  the  present  ministers  of  Gresi 
Britain,  who  have  adopted  the  princ^ 
of  the  Roman  tyrant  as  far  as  tfaey  wers 
able ;  and  if  our  heads  were  beyond  their 
power,  have  at  least  cut  off  all  onr  fibertitt 
with  a  blow.  When  these  upnght  gea> 
tlemen  lately  violated  the  sacrea  right  sf 
election,  it  was  reasonably  enough  ooa^ 
jectured  by  the  discerning,  that  they  wodl 
speedily  carry  their  despotism  to  sal 
greater  extravagancies,  and  according 
we  find  the  supposition  bounded  but  tas 
fatally;  for  though  in  appearance  they 
have  deprived  one  county  only,  of  its  legk 
representative,  still  they  virtually  overtut 
the  whole  constitution,  by  preventing  si 
debate  on  the  very  subjects  which  thcf 
particularly  recommend  to  our  notice,  and 
to  receive  our  opinions  upon  which,  is  ths 
chief  end  of  convening  us  in  our  pariia^ 
meotary  characters. 

My  lords,  if  we  were  to  be  amused  widi 
empty  professions,  and  to  believe  the  vay 
pretty  things  which  each  of  the  ministcff 
says  about  his  own  conduct,  we  should  be 
apt  to  imagine  that  no  nation  was  ever  si 
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rell  goremed  as  Great  Britain  if  at  this 
aoaient,  and  tliat  no  opposition  was  erer 

0  infamoas,  as  the  opposition  which  is 
loirenally  made  to  their  adntnistraiion ; 
»ut  when  the  iocontestible  evidence  of 
lets  is  hourly  contradicting  their  most 
lausible  declarations,  we  are  obliged  to 
eaeat  the  insult  o&red  to  our  understand- 
ig,  as  much  as  the  stab  directed  at  our 
"eedomy  and  to  expose  the  futility  of  their 
rguments,  though  we  despair  of  any 
eoefit  from  their  conviction. 

The  noble  lord  who  has  acknowledged 
ioueirthe  ostensible  minister  on  the  pro- 
mt ({uestion,  has  talked  very  loudly  about 
iir  rights,  yet  he  has  not  shewn  in  any 
lanner  how  these  rights  have  been  sup- 
orted  either  by  himself,  or  by  any  other 
lember  in  the  administration.  Does  it 
K)k  like  supporting  our  rights  to  shrink 
on  an  examination  of  his  own  conduct  ? 
r  does  it  look  like  supporting  our  rights 
)  prevent  the  enquiries  of  parliament  with 
remature  motions  of  adjournment?  Of 
bat  use  is  our  assembling,  if  we  are  not- 
lowed  to  express  our  sentiments?  Of 
bat  service  is  it  to  recommend  any  na- 
onal  object  to  our  attention,  if  it  b  not  to 

1  seriously  considered  ?  The  people,  I 
ipeat  it,  are  virtually  robbed  of  their  le< 
islature,  if  that  legislature  is  not  allowed 
power  of  acting, '  and  the  ministry  in 
un  tell  us  of  supporting  the  authority  of 
le  mother  country  in  America,  when  they 
Test  her  of  all  constitutional  jurisdiction 

her  own  immediate  assemblies. 
Here,  my  lords,  is  a  business  referred 
08  by  express  command  from  the  throne, 
flexed  m  its  nature,  but  highly  impior- 
Dt  in  its  end.  It  is  referred  to  us  par- 
:u]arly,  because  it  has  already  baffled  the 
most  efforts  of  administration*  We  ac- 
*rding]y  enter  upon  it  in  obedience  to 
e  royal  mandate,  and  in  justice  to  our 
ffering  countrymen.  Yet  thevery  power 
at  sends  it  to  us,  and  requires  our  assist* 
ce,  takes  it  peremptorily  out  of  our 
nds  before  we  express  the  least  opinion  ; 
d  for  what  purpose  ?  To  lodge  it  again 
th  the  many  that  has  declared  it  too 
ighty  for  his  abilities;  and  thb  very 
in,  to  whose  misroanacement  the  chief 
mplaints  are  attributed,  has  himself  the 
nerity  to  iftove  for  re-committing  it  to 
\  own  direction.  This  is  an  unprece- 
nted  insult  to  the  dignitv  of  parliament, 
d  could  only  be  intended  to  make  us  feel 
e  omnipotence  of  the  minister.  Severeljr, 
erefore,  we  do  feel  it,  especially  as  it 
events  us  no  less  from  obeying  the  com« 
[VOL.  XVI.] 


nand  of  the  aovereign,  than  firom  eon* 
suiting  the  welfare  of  the  people,  and 
throws^  dishonour  on  the  crown,  while  it 
pours  in  additional  ralamities  upon  tfaMS 
kingdom.  Reduced  to  a  state  so  truly  de* 
ploratde,  of  what  service  is  it  to  appettr 
any  longer  in  the  political  theatre,  wher^ 
at  best,  we  are  treated  with  ridicule,  and 
denied  every  opportunity  of  actmg  a  useful 
character  for  our  country  I  Secureinthdr 
numbers,  our  managers  rule  ift  at  present 
as  they  pleas^but  a  time  may  come 
when,  uke  the  conductors  of  our  inferior 
dramas,  they  may  dearly  suflfar  for  dous- 
ing the  patience  of  the  public 

Earl  Gotofr  .• 

My  lords;  the  patriotic  concern 
which  the  three  noble  lords  who  last 
q>oke,  express  for  the  loss  of  parliameiii- 
tary  freedom  in  debate,  is  really  whimsical 
enough,  when  the  verv  energy  with  which 
they  deplore  it,  and  tne  abuse  which  thej 
consequently  throw  upon  government,  la 
the  strongest  of  all  passible  proofi  that  it 
still  exists  in  the  highest  latitude  among 
us.  If,  indeed,  they  were  denied  a  liberty 
of  expressing  their  sentiments ;  and  if  they 
did  not  express  their  sentiments  in  terma 
as  gross  as  they  thought  proper,  then  they 
night  have  some  foundation  for  their  pre* 
sent  complaints*  But  if  the  privilege  of 
traducing  the  first  characters  in  the  com- 
munity, of  vilifying  every  individual  in 
power,  and  even  of  insulting^  nujesty 
Itself  is  not  a  sufficient  freedom  in  debate^ 
1  must  beg  they  will  tell  us  what  freedom 
of  debate  really  is,  and  I  shall  be  among 
the  first  to  move  for  gratifying  them  di- 
rectly to  the  utmost  extent  of  their  incli- 
nations. 

Possibly,  however,  the  noble  lords  will 
tell  us  that  freedom  of  debate  is  a  matter 
of  no  consequence,  unless  every  questioa 
that  comes  before  us  is  determined  agree* 
ably  to  their  own  wishes.  In  this  too,  I 
should  be  glad  if  they  were  obliged,  but  un- 
luckily tbejconstitution  of  this  country,  for 
which  they  are  such  inflexible  advocates^ 
in  all  parliamentary  debates,  places  tha 
power  of  deciding  in  the  hands  of  a  majo- 
rity. Let  them  once  obtain  this  majority, 
and  then  they  will  have  nothing  more  tp 
ask  for..  They  will  then  have  the  power 
of  executing  all  their  public  spirited  pur- 
poses, though  I  do  not  think  they  will  be 
ablg;  to  enlarge  their  present  freedom  of 
debate ;  or  if  they  despair  of  overcoming 
their  opponents  in  numbers,  let  them  only 
reconcile  the  proceeding  eidier  to  the  dio- 


IftteB  of  reMOD,  or  the  prtncif  les  of  lair, 
and  they  shall  hate  my  Toice  for  imme- 
diately lod^Dg  the  ri^ht  of  deeBio&faence- 
fcrward  with  a  mkionty. 

The  noble  lords  have  patheticaHy  ki- 
rormed  Che  HouBe»  that  Plough  the  Ame- 
rican bnsinesa  was  particular!]^  recom- 
fiaended  to  parliamentary^  attention,  they 
«re  nerertheless  precluded  from  delivermg 
their  sentiments  by  the  cafl  for  adjourn- 
inent.  Yet  why,  pr4y,  could  not  their 
lordirhips  as  well  deliver  their  opinion  upon 
the  motion  befoi^  the  chair,  as  upon  the 
«all  for  adjournmonr  ?  It  was  more  perti- 
nent as  well  as  more  regular,  and  would 
ha\re  rendered  all  those  complaints  rela- 
tive to  the  prohibited  freedom  of  debate 
titterly  unnecessary.  It  would  at  least 
have  saved  the  House  from  the  fatigue  of 
hearing  a  great  deal  of  very  heavy  decla- 
mation— ^from  the  toil  of  listening  to  dis- 
tresses wRhout  an-  object,  and  tolerating 
Billing^afe  without  an  end. 

The  noble  lords  are  pleased  to  be  much 
ofended  ihat  the  American  dispute  was 
Aot  brought  before  the  House  earlier  in 
the  session,  when  by  the  general  sense  of 
the  House  it  is  now  brought  before  us, 
even  more  early  than  we  wish.  The  no- 
ble lords  wsll,  however,  say  that  it  is  only 
so  in  the  sense  of  a  venal  and  corrupt  ma- 
jority :  yet  as  that  majority  has  constantly 
prevailed  dt^rin^  the  whole  course  of  the 
vession,  it  was  of  little  in^portance,  accord- 
ing to  the  very  creed  of  patriotism,  to  agi- 
tate the  American  affinrs  a  moment  sooner. 
Those  aftirs,  I  grant,  were  recommended 
to  our  attention  lirom  the  throne,  and  of 
^ery  great  consequence  I  readily  acknow- 
ledge them  to  the  kingdom:  but  the 
opposition  employed  so  much  time  in  ha- 
rassing government,  upon  the  informalities 
of  the  Middlesex  election,  ^at  the  period 
4br  real  business  became  materially  wasted, 
and  now  that  their  own  perverseness  has 
tmnecessarily  trifled  away  the  session  to 
Its  close,  Jthey  are  very  angry  that  there  is 
not  a  sufficient  interval  for  entering  upon 
one  of  the  greatest  objects  that  ever  re- 
quired the  consideration  of  au  Englbh 
parliament. 

The  noble  lords  ma^  probably  reply,  that 
opposition  has  not  trifled  with  the  session, 
that  the  Middlesex  election  was  an  afiair 
of  the  last  consequenoe  to  the  British  em- 
.  pire,  and  that  they  have  now  brought  the 
American  business  regularly  before  the 
'House.  I  will  answer  tl>em  on  this 
ground;  they  have  brought  the  business 
regukrly  be&re  the  House^  and  we  are 
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determined  for  the  present  sessioD  todifi 
miss  it  regularly;  we  have  as  miidi  i^ 
to  do  the  one,  as  they  have  to  4o  thi 
other ;  oiir  conduct  is  to  the  full  as  eon- 
sistent  with  order  as  theirs  can  posriUybei 
and  though  they  may  censure  themiBHlv 
for  adjournment,  I  neverthdessiomtlliil 
it  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  stricM 
practices  of  parliament. 

To  be  sure  the  noble  lords  will  call  ml 
corrupt,  a  venal  mmority,  and  generoiflll 
weep  over  the  ruins  of  their  misenii 
country.  Every  sensible  man,  hoireitt 
knows  that  almost  all  majorities  are  braii 
ed  as  corrupt,  by  the  ignorant  or  the  i» 
terested.  Every  sensible  man,  rooreow^ 
knows,  that  this  kingdom  has  been  sMf 
centuries  on  the  verge  of  destruction,  ail 
that  national  distress,  or  expirinf{  lilNif 
has  been  constantly  a  subject  of  ded«#t 
tion  with  the  Silliest  faction.  Yet,  \ki 
ed  be  God,  we  have  incessantly  eocreisrf 
both  in  our  property  and  our  fireedo^^ 
notwithstanding  all  the  melancholy  prA 
trons  of  patriotism,  and  I  trust  die  Mfl 
remarks  will  be  made  in  succeeding  tfH 
when  thie  pubKc-spirited   worthier  of  it 

J>resent  hour,  are  either  consigned  to  # 
ivion,  or  hung  up  to  the  ridicule  of  f# 
terity.  '  | 

The  MiniiBtry  thus  refusing  to  takeaf 
notice  of  the  proposed  Resolutions,  m 
question  to  adjourn  was  carried,  bjtfl 
against  26. 

The  King's  Speech  at  the  Ghse  of  it 

Session.']     May  19.     The  King  cmiet^ 

the  House  of  Peecs  and  closed  theSeaiH 

with  the  following  Speech  to  both  Hoobs? 

^<  My  Lords,  and  Gentleroeo ;        | 

"  The  eeason  of  the  year,  and  thefrj 
patch  you  have  given  to  the  public  baa|| 
ness,  make  it  proper  for  me  to  pot  aa  tfls 
to  this  session  of  parliament. 

**  The  temper  with  which  you  hi* 
conducted  all  your  proceedings  has  gioa 
me  great  satisfaction,  and  I  proaiise*^ 
self  the  happiest  effect  from  me  fimraA 
as  well  as  the  moderation,  which  yoa^ 
manifested  in  the  very  critical  circa* 
atances  which  h&ve  attended  your  late  #* 
liberations. 

«<  With  re8f)ect  to  foreign  afiairs  I  la* 
nothing  material  to  communicate  to  y* 
I  will  continue  my  endeavours  to  appeaij 
if  possible,  the  troubles  which  still  prefwi 
in  some  parts  of  Europe,  or  at' least  l» 
prevent  them  from  spreading  ^^'^^^^'vlj 
all  events  it  ahaU  be  my  first  aadcoDiW 
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mntaymA  aver  the  iAt^ftm^  mad  t& 
pmet^  uadiiiiiBishedi  the  rif^ti  of  mf 
pwpkk 
^  GefeidasieDof  4he  HoiMe  of  Comnums ; 
.  ^  trettirn  you  my  thanks  for  the  mp- 
^  yoa  hare  so  cheerfuUy  granted  for 
m  service  of  thecurrent  year,  as  well  as 
Ir  your  attention  to  make  use  of  every 

ffrtunity  of  reducing  the  national  debt, 
provision  you  have  been  able  to  make 
a  this  session  for  discharging  so  cunsi- 
luable  a  sum  without  laying  any  ftirtber 

Kien  OB  my  subjects,  cannot  but  be 
y  advantageous  to  public  credit. 
^  My  Lordsy  and  Gentlemen ; 
,  **  I  must  earnestly  recommend  to  yon 
1^  wert  in  your  re^ective  counties  the 
Ine  seal  and  prudence  that  you  have 
jl^vn  in  parliainenti  for  promoting  the 
leasee  and  die  welfare  of  the  kingdom ; 
MUfaiog  can  be  so  fiivourable  to  the  wishes 
i  these  who  look  with  Jealousy  on  the 
jtoength  and  prosperity  of  this  country,  as 
lb  prevalence  of  animosities  and  dissen- 
mt  amongst  ourselves:  let  it  therefore 
fc  your  care  to  discountenance  every  at- 
mapt  to  infuse  groundless  sus{)icion8  and 
ttcobtent  into  &e  minds  of  your  fellow- 
M)ject8 ;  make  them  sensible  of  my  con- 
i^t  attention  to  promote  their  happi- 
|i^;  and  convince  them,  that  nothing 
80  effectually  secure  their  liberties,  as 
maintenance  of  every  part  of  our  ex- 
ent  constitution  in  its  due  force  and 
tothority." 

Then  the  Lord  Mansfield,  Lord  Chief 
fcttioe  of  the  King's-bench,  Speaker  of 
ihe  House  of  Lords,  having  received  di- 
JBdUo&s  from  his  Majesty,  prorogued  the 
nrliameBt  to  the  19th  of  July.  It  was 
J^vards  farther  prorogued  to  the  ISth 
•  November.* 

*  "  A  few  days  after  the  rising  of  pariia- 
^^^  aaotbcr  Address,  Remoostraoce,  aod  Pe- 
^JBOB,  was  presented  by  the  city  of  Londoo,  in 
Much,  after  professions  of  the  greatest  loyalty 
JM  affection,  they  first  deplore  the  severe 
S^H^re  cast  upon  them  by  the  Answer  to  their 
Jjj'jjw  RemoQstranoe,  and  execrate  the  malig- 
|™.atod  pernicious  advice  which  could  sn^- 
2^it,  and  tben  renew  their  appKca^ion  in  the 
r?y>t  terms,  for  the  dissakitioB  of  the  pre- 
rS^,*"^  4be  calling  of  a  new  parliament ; 
S??  ^'^^^^  of  aecrat  maehmations,  and  the 
MioQs  attcmpu  of  evil  counsellors ;  aod  in- 
"■tsd  strongly  npon  the  indispensible  right  of 
"*JU^«ct,  which  they  now  claimed,  of  beioa 
^rl^ted  by  a  fall,  free,  and  unmutilatdl 
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SSPy*  '^lly  chosen  in  all  its  membters. 
--^^ J^mf^tLc^vrbkk  wai  inf  seppoct  aw 


OF 

GRfiAT  BRITAm. 

The  King's  Speech  on  Openhtgthe  Sss* 
mn.*}  ^iovemberlS,  177a  The  King 
came  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  opened 
the  Session  with  the  following  IS^ech  t* 
both  Houses-: 

^*  My  Lords  and  .Gentlemen ;       -     j 

**  When  I  last  met  you  in  parliament^  I 
renewed  to  you  the  assurances  whi^h'! 

■  fii  ■  ■ . 
confirmation  of  the  former,  was  prodoctive  e£ 
an  uncommon,  if  not  unheard  of  circumstsBc^^ 
Mr.  Beckford,  then  lord  mayor  of  London,  to 
the  amazement  of  the  court,  aod  with  a  bolil* 
ness  and  freedonrt,  |)erhaps,  peculiar  to  hiinself, 
made  an  immeitiote  and  spirited  reply  to  th^ 
King's  Answpr,  whictt  h«  concluded  in  the  fot* 
lowing  words,  *  That  whoever  had  atready 
dared,  or  should  hereafter  endeavour  by  &M 
intinuatiois  and  snggestions,  to  alienate  Ua 
Majesty's  aifections  from  bi«»  loyal  subjects  in 
general,  and  from  the  cit][  of  London  in  part^<« 
cular,  and  to  withdraw  his  confidence  and  re- 

fard  from  his  people,  was  an  enetuy  to  his 
fajesty'a  person  and  family,  a  violator  of  the 
public  peace,  and  a  tietrayer  of  oar  happy  con- 
stitution asit  was  established  at  the  {jrloriouM  and 
necessary  Revolution/  Tbi*  answer  was  vari- 
ously jud|fed«  Those  who  paid  a  high  rei^rd  te 
the  decorums  of  the  c6art  deolaretl  it  indeoeni 
and  unpreteedenteil  to  renly  to  any  answer  of  the 
King.  But  in  the  city  nis  spirit  was  mfioitelj 
applauded.  Both  parties  concurred  in  admir^ 
iog;  the  manner  in  which  he  delivered  himself. 
**  The  fate  of  this  and  the  former  Remon- 
strances, did  not  prevent  one  from  the  county 
of  Sorry,  which  waa  presenCe<]  soon  afler;  and 
was  in  some  time  suoceediediiy  a  Petition  fVom 
the  city  of  Westminster ;  nor  did  the  death  of 
alderman  Beekfbrd  prevent  another  from  4be 
city  of  Loudon,  which  was  presented  a  £BSr 
days  after  the  roeetinfc  of  parliament,  and  was 
the  third  received  from  thaS  jfreat  city  withhi 
the  course  of  the  year. 

**  Those  ia  the  popular  interest^  however,  la 
general,  finding  all  their  applications  for  redress 
fruitless,  seemed,  at  lentfth  to  despair  of  obtain- 
ing it  ID  that  manner,  and  to  grow  tired  of  pre* 
aenting  ineffectual  petitiens,  which  now  by 
their  frequency  began  to  Jose  all  their  effeoC** 
Annual  Register. 

*  •«  No  change  had  taken  place  ta  adnMl^L 
tration  during  the  recess  $  and  as  lord  N'srA 
had  successfully  weathered  all  the  sssrms  of 
the  winter,  supported  by  a  prodigious  majority, 
upon  almost  every  occasion,  he  seemed  now  to 
be  as  securely  fixed  in  his  seat  at  the  head  ef 
thetreasmyi  aathefibhioBorilielbacs^  aisd 
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had  before  giren  ]rott»  that  k  wai  my  fixed 

fmrpoae  to  preserve  the  general  traDqail- 
ity,  maintaioing  at  tbe  same  time  the  ho- 
nour of  my  crown,  tostther  with  the  just 
rights  and  interests  of  my  people;  and  it 
was  with  much  satisfaction,  that  1  indulged 
the  hope  of  being  stiU  id>Ie  to  continue  to 
my  subjects  the  enjoyment  of  peace,  with 
honour  and  aecunty.  Since  that  time» 
those  very  considerations,  which  I  then 

S remised  you,  that  I  would  never  sacri- 
ce,  even  to  the  desire  of  peace,  have 
laid  me  under  an  indispensable  necessity 
of  preparing  for  a  different  situation. 

^  By  the  act  of  the  governor  of  Buenos 
Ayves,  in  seising  by  force  one  of  my  poe- 
sessioiis,  the  honour  of  my  crown,  and  the 
aecurity  of  my  people's  rights,  were  be- 
come deeply  arocted.  Under  these  cir- 
eumstances,  I  did  not  fail  to  make  an  im- 
mediate demand,  from  the  court  of  Spain, 
pf  such  satisfieiction  as  I  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect for  the  injury  1  had  received.  I  di- 
rected also  the  necessary  preparations  to 
be  made,  without  loss  of  time,  for  enabling 
ase  to  do  myself  justice,  in  case  my  requi* 
sition  to  the  coqrt  of  Spain  should  fail  of 
procuring  It  for  me;  and  these  prepaniF 
tions,  you  may  be  assured,  I  shall  not  think- 
it  expedient  to  discontinue,  until  I  shall 
have  received  proper  reparation  for  the 
jnjury,  as  well  as  satisfactory  proof  that 
other  powers  f^re  equally  sincere  with  my- 
self in  the  resolution  to  preserve  the  ge- 
neral tranquillity  of  Europe.  In  tiie 
mean  time,  I  have  called  you  thus  early 
together,  in  order  that  I  may  be  able  to. 
receive  from  you  such  advice  and  assis- 
tance, as  in  tne  farther  progress  of  this 
very  important  business,  may  happen  to 
become  requisite. 

**  With  respect  to  the  state  of  my  colo- 

the  preoarious  ciroumstaaces  that  roiipht  attend 
tbe  coromenoement  of  the  war,  woold  admit  of. 
**  The  state  of  the  different  parties  in  oppo- 
aittoa,  bad  hitherto  suffered  no  very  material 
change.  The  death  of  Mr.  George  CrrenriUe, 
which  happened,  on  the  day  of  the  roeeting  of 
parKament,  having  left  that  particular  party,  of 
which  he  was  considered  as  the  principal,  with- 
out a  leader,  some  of  the  most  distinguished  of 
them,  and  who  appeared  the  most  sanguine  in 
opposidoo,  went  over  to  the  court.  Those  of 
the  old  Whigs,  who  are  called  the  Kocking- 
ham  party,  which  was  tbe  strongest  and  most 
numerous  of  those  in  opposition,  still  continued 
to  act  upon  the  same  pnnoiples  on  which  they 
set  out;  and  those  who  were  particularly  at- 
tache*! to  the  earls  of  Chatham,  Temple,  or 
Shelburnej  too|c  a-  general  part  with  them  in 
jRiost  public  measures*-'    A^iuMd  lUgist^. 


nies  in  Nortfi  America,  altfaoiigh  I  hsw 
the  satisfiiction  to  acquaint  you,  that  die 
peof^e  in  most  of  them  have  begun  to  de* 
part  from  those  coDsbiDations,  whidi  were 
calculated  to  distress  the  commerce  of  dih 
kingdom,  yet  in  some  parts  of  the  colflBf 
of  the  Massachusett's  Bay  very  mnh 
rantable  practices  are  stiH  carried  od,ui1 
my  good  subjects  oppressed  by  the  ease 
lawless  violence  iHiicn  has  too  long  pi^ 
vailed  in  that  province. 

<<  1  hope  and  trust,  that  the  precaution 
which  have  already  been  used  for  fiecoriir 
this  country  against  the  visitation  of  tU 
fatal  calamity,  which  has  of  late  appcinl 
in  some  of  the  distant  parts  of  feurape^ 
will,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  prove  no* 
cessfuL  But  if,  from  any  altentioa  i 
circumstances,  it  ahoold  at  any  tine  be 
found,  that  farther  provisions  wiH  be 
wanted,  I  cannot  doubt  of  your  reidf 
concurrence  for  ao  salutary  a  purpose. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  ComooDi; 

<<  I  will  order  the  proper  Estimates  far 
the  service  of  the  ensuing  year  to  be  hil 
before  you.  They  must  unavoidsblf,  ii 
our  present  situation,  ^exceed  the  wi 
amoimt.  Every  unnecessary  expence  iif 
concern  for  the  ease  of  my  good  subjedl 
will  ever  make  me  careful  to  avoid.'  Btf 
I  should  neither  consult  their  interest,  nor 
their  inclination,  if  I  were  to  dedine  ssj 
expence,  which  the  public  securitji  or  m 
maintenance  of  tlie  national  honour,  doa 
at  any  time  require. 

<*  My  Lords,  and  Grentlemen; 
**  1  am- sensible  how  little.  I  need  mj^ 
you  at  this  time,  to  prevail  upon  yoQ  ^ 
unite  in  whatever  may  best  promote  the 
true  interest  of  yomr  country.  In  sU  7^ 
deliberations  upon  points  rf  a  dooMtf 
nature,  let  the  extension  of  our  000* 
merce,  the  improvement  of  the  i^^*^ 
and  the  maintaumce  of  order  and  fj» 
government,  be  always  in  your  viev> 
With  respect  to  foreign  measures,  there 
willj  I  am  persuaded,  be  no  other  codI^ 
among  you,  than  who  shaU  appear  s*^ 
forward  in  the  support  of  the  comBJU 
cause,  in  uphplding  the  reputatioo  sa^ 
promoting  the  prosperi^  of  the  kiifg^s^j 
For  the  attainment  of  these  end^ 
shall  ever  find  me  ready  to  exert 
to  the  utmost.  '  I  have  no  interest, 
have  none,  distinct  from  that  of 
people." 

The  Lwdjf  Addresi  of  Wssfc]^ 
}VIajesty  havjng  reti|red|  lord  Sandys  J90«*iF 
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the  MUmtDg  Address  of  Thanks,  which, 
lAar  dehate,  was  agreed  to-; 
**  MoBi  Gracious  Sovereign, 

^  We  your  Miuestj's  most  dutiAil  and 
lognd  sidijects,  the  Lorda  spiritual  and  teni- 
ppnl,  in  parliament  assembled,  return 
year  Mqes^  our  humble  thanks  for  jour 
■MMt  ffradous  Speech  from  the  throne. 

^  We  b^  leave  to  o&r  your  Majesty 
•or  very  smcere  congratuliUions  on  the 
mk  sad  happy  delivery  of  the  Qaeen,  and 
ihe  birth  of  a  princess ;  and  to  assure 
yoor  Majesty  of  our  unfeigned  joy  at  the 
acrease  of  your  domestic  happmess,  and 
Ihstwe  consider  every  addition  to  your 
iDuitrious  House,  from  which  these  king* 
doms  have  received  the  most  important 
benefits,  as  a  farther  security  to  our  reli- 
gious and  civil  liberties. 

*<  We  are  too  sensible  of  the  blessing  of 
peace,  not  to  feel  the  greatest  concern  at 
say  event,' which  threatens  to  interrupt 
its  continuance,  and  defeat  your  Majesty's 
tile  and  gracious  purpose  to  maintain  it ; 
bat  grateful  as  we  are  for  this  proof  of 
Jour  Majes^'s  paternal  regard  to  the 
npoie  and  happiness  of  your  people,  we 
9we  your  Majesty  no  less  thanks  for  your 
iDxious  vigitonce  over  the  honour  of 
]rour  crown,  and  the  interests  of  your 
leopk. 

"  We  return  your  Majesty  our  most 
Asnkful  acknowledgments,  as  well  for  the 
inniediate  demand,  which  your  Majesty 
Qis  been  pleased  to  make  from  the  court  of 
Smud,  of  satisfaction  for  the  injury  receiv- 
eo,  as  for  the  instant  preparations  that^our 
Majesty  made,  to  do  yourself  justice,  in 
ttie  your  requisition  should  fail  of  pro^ 
during  it;  and  we  are  exceedingly  happv 
lobe  assured  that  your  Majesty  will  think 
k  expedient  to  continue  prepared  to  assert 
die  honour  of  your  crown,  and  the  secu- 
lityof  the  rights  of  your  people,  upon  an 
event  so  deeply  affecting  both,  until  the 
injury  shall  be  properly  repaired,  and  sa- 
titfactory  proof  be  given  of  the  sincere 
lesolotion  of  other  powers  to  preserve  the 
teneral  tranquillity  of  Europe.  We,  on 
our  part,  beg  Jeave  to  assure  your  Ma» 
JMty,  that  we  will  not  £ul  to  make  the  ut^' 
OMist  eSofts  in  our  power  to  maintain  ob- 
jects so  justly  dcAr  to  qs,  as  the  dignity  of 
your  Majesty's  crown,  and  the  security  of 
tike  national  rights. 

**  Weare  very  happy  tobe  informed,  that 
the  fieople  in  most  of  your  Majesty's  colo- 
aiesin  North  America  are  departing  from 
wote  combinations,  which  were  calculated 
^distress  the  commerce  of  thb  kingdom, 


and  we  hope  soon  to  see  an  entire  end  oT 
those  unwarrantable  practices,  which  have 
so  long  opjpressed  your  Majesty's  sokqecta 
in  one  of  those  provinces. 

^*  We  are  highly  sensible  of  your  Ma« 
jesty's  goodness  and  care,  in  taking  such 
precautions  to  secure  this  country  against 
the  visitationr  of  Uiat  fatal  odamity,  which 
has  of  late  appeared  in  some  of  the  distant 
parts  of  Europe ;  and  we  shall  always  be 
ready  to  concur  in  any  measures  that 
shall  be  found  necessary  to  the  support  of 
your  Majesty's  endeavours  for  so  salutary 
a  purpose. 

**  We  have  the  most  graceful  sense  of 
your  Majesty's  favourable  opinion  of  our 
constant  endeavours  to  promote  the  true 
interest  of  this  country.  We  will,  in  all 
our  deliberations  upon  points  of  a  domestic 
nature,  exert  ourselves  for  the  extension 
of  our  commerce,  the  improvement  of  the 
revenue,  and  the  maintenance  <^>Mrder 
and  government ;  and  we  flatter  ourselves 
that  your  Majesty  will  not  be  disappointed 
in  tlie  gracious  expectations  you  have 
formed  w  our  seal  in  the  support  of  your 
Majesty's  crown,  and  the  reputation  and 
prosperity  of  your  kingdoms.'' 

The  King's  Anmer.2     His  Majesty's 
Answer  was  as  follows : 
**  My  Lords, 

**  It  gives  me  great  satisfiM^tion  to  find 
that  you  entertain  so  just  a  sense  of  the 
importance  of  pMce,  while  that  desirpiUe 
object  can  be  maintained  consistently  with 
the  honour  of  my  crown,  and  the  rights  of 
my  people:  you  may  depend  upon  aay 
hcBt  endeavours  to  preserve  that  inestinu^ 
hie  blessing,  so  long  as  it  is  compatible 
with  objects  still  more  essential  to  the 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  my  kingdoms* 

<*  The  afectionate  part  you  take  in  the 
happy  delivery  of  the  Queen,  and  the  in- 
crease  of  my  nmiiy,  gives  aae  much  plea* 
sure.  ~ 


ff 


Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Address 
of  Thanks**2  '^^^  Commons  being  re* 
turned  to  their  House, 

Lord  Greville  rose  for  the  first  time, 
and  concluded  a  speech  which  was  dell* 
vered  with  great  timidity,  by  moving, 
<<  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  to  return  his  Majesty  the 
thanks  of  this  House,  for  his  most  gra- 
cious Speech  from  the  throne. 

<*  To  o&r  to  his  Majesty  our  congra- 

*  From  the  Oentlsman*s  M agashia. 
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We  may  reodiect  other  ireok  priaoei 
wbo  raioed  their  country  by  sodi  oppres- 
rions  as  made  their  tabjects  reme  to 
fight  in  its  defence.  Our  anoettort  aban* 
dooed  kine  John,  in'cooaequence  of  which 
he  lost  all  his  foreign  dominions:  and 
Edward  the  2nd  was,  from  the  same  cause, 
deserted  m  his  war  with  the  Scotch.  In- 
stances of  the  same  kind,  and  of  eoual 
force,  may  be  found  in  more  ancient  his- 
tory. The  Romans,  under  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  Decemviri,  did  not  only  re- 
fuse to  6ght,  but  to  conquer ;  for  they 
would  not  face  those  when  under  oppres- 
sion, who,  when  the  oppression  was  thrown 
off,  would  not  fiice  them. 

If  I  should  be  asked  what  we  must  do 
to  recover  the  public  confidence,  and 
unite  the  people  m  their  defence  against 
foreign  enemies,  I  answer  *<  reverse  our 
decision  on  the  Middlesex  election.*'  To 
hope  for  the  public  confidence  without 
this  is  madness  and  folly;  it  is  also  mad- 
ness and  folly  to  hope  for  supporting  a 
war  without  the  public  confidence.  What, 
then,  shall  we  think  of  those  who  have  at 
once  destroyed  the  confidence,  and  pre- 
served the  hope?  With  such  men  I  know 
that  reason  can  have  little  influence ;  but 
if  they  are  deaf  to  the  voice  of  reason,  if 
tiiey  are  callous  to  the  sense  of  justice,  if 
they  have  no  compassion  for  the  present 
age,  nor  any  regard  ,to  posterity,  let  them 
at  least,  make  this  sacrifice  to  their  own 
safety,  and  the  stability  of  the  crown,  and 
let  them  for  once  do  an  act  to  preserve 
themselves,  which  may  appear  like  attach- 
ment to  that  master  and  that  fiunily,  whose 
service  and  interest  they  have  so  often  on 
their  tongue. 

Colonel  Barrf : 

Sir ;  I  cannot  indeed,  boast  more 
weight  in  this  House  than  the  hon.  baro- 
net who  spoke  last,  yet  I  will  joip  my  ef- 
forts, however  feeble,  to  those  of  my 
friends :  I  will,  at  least,  hang  out  the  bea«* 
con  from  the  rock,  though  I  cannot  change 
Ae  course  of  the' vessel.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  say  diat  I  agree  in  a  position 
of  which  I  think  no  man  can  doubt,  that 
the  people  cannot  heartily  concur  with  our 
present  ministers  in  any  measure,  least  of 
all  in  a  war.  Immediate  evils  always 
strike  the  mind  with  greater  force  than 
those  that  are  remote,  and  the  dullest 
unagination  may  at-^once  discover  that  a 
war  will  necessarily  increase  texes  and 
places,  and  conseouently  extend  the 
power  that  is  now  delegated  to  those  who 
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abuse  it  for  the  wont  purpssH,  ssd  tait 
the  progress  of  despotism  by  oomiftiaD; 
and  can  it  be  expected  tkat  die  people 
will  support  men  whose  encroadmnuoB 
liberty  always  keep  pace  with  thdr  pover, 
to  avoid  the  distant  and  oontingeBt  crib 
that  may  arise  firom  anonjat  sctofafo* 
reign  power  I  What  will  be  the  coim- 
qoeoce  of  a  war  undertaken  by  t  pnooe 
who  has  not  the  support  of  half  hit  people  ? 
If  his  late  mafesty  had  engaged  io  die  isi 
war  under  such  drcnmstanoes,  oooidie 
have  expected  such  ^orioos  wocea? 
The  great  minister,  to  whose  wisdom  ud 
spirit  the  public  albira  were  thea  oos&foL 
Imew  that  there  could  be  no  vigour  abrnd 
without  unanimity  at  home;  he  begaa, 
therefore,  bv  prodndng  one  mindmtiie 
people,  andhe  then iil^ved our eDCoio 
m  one  ruin.  Can  we  produce  die  ame 
effect  any  odierwise  than  by  tbesaBe 
cause  ?  And  omriht  not  our  soyereigDto 
buy  again  the'  mctions  of  his  puple, 
which  his  ministers  have  tresduniBij 
sold,  at  any  price  ?  With  Uiis  Ymlif 
Compact  he  may  set  the  force  and  nnciii* 
nations  of  all  others  at  defiuMX,  sod  vitb* 
out  it  no  prudent  senator  will  adfiae  a  ooa- 
test.  Whatever  talents  I  possess vei 
ways  at  the  service  of  my  countiy;  iKit 
that  I  solicit  employment  at  the  hands  a 
the  present  ministers,  for  whoever  igo- 
dates  with  them  must  bring  disgncenpoi 
himself,  and  ruin  upon  his  coontiy. 

But  do  not  let  me  censure  any  condoct 
without  examination.  Let  me  co&sder 
what  bur  ministers  have  done  with  respec: 
to  the  present  object  in  dispute  wiUi  Spsi& 
They  were  acouainted  with  the  attack  i 
Falkland  idana  in  the  latter  end  of  M^. 
or  the  beginning  of  June ;  did  our  mkBa- 
ters^deera  this  act  of  hostility  an  e&ctul 
declaration  of  war  ?  did  they  immediatt'T 
prepare  for  striking  a  decisive  bloir,vbia 
would  have  brought  into  our  ports  tk 
Newfoundland  ships  and  sailors  of  o^ 
enemy,  and  at  once  ruined  their  Doriiie; 
N»— hut  as  they  had  before  degraded  tiier 
royal  master  for  two  years  with  a  wietdk^ 
libeller  at  home,  they  now  brought  his 
into  contest  with  a  little  Spani^oficec- 
The  foes  that  rouse  the  vengeance  of  Eb?* 
land  are  John  Wilkes  and  Don  Fnocisct 
BuccareUi !  these  are  the  buzsards  m 
owls  on  which  the  lightning  of  cor  nn^ 
ei^le  is  exhausted !  But  when  our  j^ 
dians  were  at  length  roused  irom  their  so- 
pefaction,  what  did  they  do?  wbatka:; 
hours  did  they  improve  f  what  forU^ 
they  repair?  what  citite  did  they  foro^* 


mu 


m  ih  AddmM  f^Thmks. 


A.  IX  177a 


[1049 


h«re  thejr  streagtbened  the  linet  fit  Que* 
bee  i  have  thev  secured  that  spot  which^ 
It  uken  bj  tne  enemjy  wiU  ruin  our 
fishery  i  have  they  taken  any  step  towards 
t)ie  de&nce  cf  those  su^  islands  which 
sra  most  exposed  to  the  insults  of  an  ene- 
ipv }  Let  them  stand  forth  and  answer* 
They  will  say,  perhaps,  that  at  least  they 
have  taken  precautions  for  the  safety  of 
Gibraltar ;  but  I  deny  it.  I  know,  indeed, 
ttst,  when  the  troops  from  Ireland  arrive 
^bere,  the  garrison  will  consist  of  nine  bat- 
telions,  but  whoever  supposes  that  num- 
W  to  be  sufficient,  knows  nothing  of  the 
fSnrice.  More  instances  might  be  pointed 
sot  in  which  we  are  left  vulnerable,  but  it 
Vould  be,  I  will  not  say  treason,  but  im- 
•ienr,  to  point  them  out  t  and  1  should 
sold  myself  inexcusable  for  what  I  have 
fheady  sait,  if  I  did  not  know  that  our 
enemies  are  already  apprised  of  all  they 
couU  learn  from  it  Our  minister,  during 
^  course  of  the  last  session,  promised  us 
a  ten  years  peace.  We  knew  nothing 
then  about  Falkland  island,  yet  I  ventured 
ts  doubt  his  prediction,  and  gave  my  rea* 
foas:  they  were  called,  indeed,  the  sug- 
gestions of  faction;  however,  I  had  the 
I^easure  to  hear  the  gallant  admiral,  who 
|Mv  sits  at  the  head  of  our  marine  depart- 
lUent,  so  far  countenance  my  opinion,  as 
le  declare,  that  whoever  should  hold  his 
place  the  next  year,  would  find  it  necee- 
ispy  to  call  for  an  augmentation  of  6,000 
leamen.  These  forebodings  of  the  admi- 
fal  were  as  little  regarded  as  my  factious 
mggestioDs ;  but  though  I  tlien  thought  a 
w^r  approaching,  and  the  first  stroke  has 
>ow  beisD  given  by  our  enemies,  I  am  of 
flpinion  that  it  might  easily  have  been  pre- 
tentcn,  if  we  had  acted  with  steadiness. 
9Bd  spirit  in  the  negociations  relative  to 
Corsica. 

During  these  negociations,  I  happened 
h>  be  at  Paris,  and  I  affirm  as  a  certam 
^th,  that  the  French  would  have  deemed 
^  intervention  in  fiivour  of  the  brave 
aianders,  as  an  act  of  friendship  to  Uieoa. 
The  vast  ezpence  of  lile  and  treasure 
which  they  had  incurred,*  had  exhausted 
theoi,  and  they  would  have  thanked  us  for 
an  honourable  pretence  to  withdraw  from 
\^^®  ^^  perpetual  distresses.  But  we 
^ben  acted  like  poltroons,  and  pokroons 
J^always  be  insulted ;  now  indeed,  we 
«ct  the  bully,  but  what  can  we  do  ?  who 
•Ml  make  proper  arrangements  for  a  war, 
^^n^ng  that  a  war  could  be  supported  ? 
A-ei  me  ask  our  ministers,  who^l  tney  will 

^poiotforacommaader  uochitf?  he  who 
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eoold  have  filled  that  office  with  dignity 
and  ability  is  dead ;  and  who  can  refuse  a 
tear  to  his  memory  ?  His  first  object  waa 
the  interest  of  his  country,  his  second  waa 
the  glory  of  promoting  it:  he  despised 
money,  and  appropriated  ^11  the  influence 
which  his  talents  and  his  courage  gave  him^ 
not  to  his  private  emolument,  but  the  pub<« 
lie  advantage.  He  mi^ht  have  directed 
our  military  councils  with  advantage ;  but 
he  is  gone,  and  where  can  such  another 
be  found ! 

Our  distresses,  hpwever,' are  not  with- 
out consolation,  we  have  an  excellent  Se- 
cretary at  War;  a  secretary  whose  dis- 
patches ma^  be  safely  trusted  to  our  ene- 
mies, since  it  is  impossible  that  our  friends 
should  understand  them.  Such  were  some* 
of  his  letters  to  the  governor  of  Gibraltar^ 
during  the  last  war,  some  were  contradic<» 
tory,  and  all  were  confused.  This  lost  us 
Minorca ;  and  if  his  talents  produced  such 
nf^^le  ^fects,  when  he  was  in  a  subordi- 
nate department,  what  may  be  expected 
when  he  is  the  supreme  director  I  That 
be  can  write  intelligibly,  and  give  spirit  to 
our  troops,  for  such  purpose  as  wisdoni 
sees  fit,  we  have  a  memorable  instance  ii| 
the  destruction  of  his  Majes^'s  subjecte 
in  St.  George's  Fields.  I  wish  the  minis- 
try joy  of  auch  a  superintendant  of  the. 
mditary  d^artment,  but  am  sorry  that  I 
cannot  pay  the  same  compliment  to  my 
country. 

Lord  Barrington  :  ^ 

Sir ;  it  is  impossible  I  should  hear 
the  many  charges  which  are  broi^ght 
against  me  with  indifference,  however  ill 
founded,  and  therefore  I  hope  this  House 
will  indulge  me  a  few  words  in  my  defence. 
My  enemies  have  made  exceptions  to  twQ 
of  my  letters ;  and  considering,  the  many 
hun<u'eds  of  letters,  I  had  iilmost  said,  tho 
many  hundreds  of  thousands,  that  I  hava 
written  during  the  ten  busy  years  that  I 
have  held  my  present  office,  it  is  mora 
honour  to  me  that  they  have  been  able  to 
make  exceptions  aaamst  no  more,  than 
disgrace,  that  they  nave  excepted  against 
those,  even  supposing  that  their  censure 
is  well  foundea:  it  has  generally  been 
supposed,  that  the  necessary  patibiiity  of 
human  nature  requires  some  allowance^ 
but  my  accuser  seems  to  think  otherwise ; 
it  is  however  fortunately  in  my  power, 
upon  the  present  occasion,  to  disappoint 
his  maUce  without  controverting  his  opi- 
nion. My  dispatches  to  the  governor  of 
Gibraltar  were  subaiitted  to  a  court  mar* 
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fini,  and  to  thiB  honoarable  House,  and  I 
itond  acquitted  by  both.  I  must,  therefore, 
hold  my  censure  very  cheap,  and  indeed^ 
have  httle  reason  to  regret  that  my  name 
hag  shared  the  common  fate  of  whatever  is 
tacred  and  venerable  among  u^.  I  am  con- 
tent to  stand  or  fall  with  this  illustrious 
body,  and  am  proud  tliat  by  the  same 
charges  which  hive  been  brought  against 
me,  their  decision  is  called  in  question. 
But  can  my  adversary  without  confusion 
and  diftgrace  recollect,  thot  the  letters 
which  he  pretends  to  hnve  been  unintelli- 
gible and  contradictory,  were  understood 
and  executed  by  thepcrson  to  whom  they 
were  addressea?  To  what  subterfuge 
will  he  fly  from  so  full  a  detection  of  male- 
volence and  faUehood  ?  With  respect  to 
the  affair  of  St.  George's  Fields,  I  have 
profited  from  the  persecution  of  my  ene- 
mies, as  Job  did  from  that  of  the  devil ;  to 
answer  the  dark  purposes  of  a  desper^^e 
faction.  It  was  brought  into  this  IidUff, 
and  though  its  whole  force  was  exerted 
upon  the  occasion,  the  mover  of  the 
question  could  get  no  more  than  thirty- 
nine  to  divide  with  him  against  me.  This 
f8  a  proof  that  the  accusation  was  ground- 
less, for  which  I  am  obliged  to  that  worthy 
gentleman,  and  his  friends. 

But  the  hon.  gentleman  has  brought 
other  charges  that  are  more  general,  and 
I  fear  some  that  must  be  admitted.  Ad- 
ministration did  not,  as  soon  as  they  heard 
that  Falkland  island  had  been  attacked  by 
a  Spanish  officer,  seize  all  the  French  ships 
they  could  find,  and  it  is  equally  certain 
that  they  suftered  death  to  carry  off  the 
marquis  of  Granby  at  a  time  when  he 
might  probably  be  much  wanted.  What 
answer  does  the  man  deserve  who  makes 
these  things  matters  of  reproach  ?  and  how 
much  honour  do  they  gain,  who  drive  their 
opponents  into  such  absurdity,  by  giving 
tneir  malice  no  other  cause  of  complaint  ? 
I  have  the  pleasure  to  tell  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, what  I  believe  he  will  not  be  very 
glad  to  hear,  that  he  reviles  and  traduces 
me ;  I  had  the  sufl^ages  of  the  great  com- 
mander, the  honest  man,  the  liberal 
patriot,  whom  he  affects  to  lament,  in  my 
ikvour;  I  esteemed  and  loved  him;  and 
ff  either  hi»  word  or  actions  are  worthy  of 
credit,  he  esteemed  and  loved  nfe;  we 
were  sometimes  divided  in  our  political 
•enttments,  but  our  friendship  was  in- 
vjoTable.  The  hon.  gentleman  asks,  where 
we  shall  find  such  another  t  to  which  I 
reply,  that  I  cannot. tell.  Will  this  also 
become  matter  of  reproach  I   If  any  mem- 
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ber  can  point  out  a  proper  8DCoessor,be 
shaO  have  roj  approbation.  The  hon. 
gentleman  thrusts  himself  forvard,  nhh 
the  amiable  modesty  that  distingiiisbef  \k 
character ;  but  as  I  have  no  opinioD  ather 
of  his  head  or  his  heart,  1  will  not  giTeoy 
advice  that  he  should  be  appointed  nc- 
ccssor  to  the  marquis  of  Granbv. 

Mr.  Ednumd  Burke  : 

Sir ;  the  defence  which  the  onUe 
lord  who  spoke  last,  has  been  plea^  ts 
make  of  his  conduct,  is  a  verypleibid 
sally  of  his  fancy,  and  a  very  polite  cm- 
pliment  to  this  House.  The  noble  lord  ha 
not  attempted  to  shew  the  rectitude  of  his 
measures  upon  any  principle  of  troth  ud 
reason,  but  he  says  that  in  every  thing  tsi 
which  he  has  been  censured  he  had  jol* 
concurrence :  this,  however,  while  \k 
exceptions  to  his  conduct  remain  QQ^^ 
moved,  is  rather  proving  you  to  be  vrvKig 
than  himself  to  be  right.  He  attempti 
his  justification  not  by  works  butbyfaitL; 
he  has  laid  his  sins  upon  you,  and  1  dire 
say,  in  the  day  of  account,  would  be^q 
glad  to  make  you  the  propitiatory  sacriQce, 
and  avail  himself  of  the  atonemenU  I 
apprehend,  however,  that  you  have  inirja:- 
ties  enough  of  your  own  to  aosw-er  for, 
and  that  it  would  be  prudent  not  to  tie 
upon  you  the  iniquities  of  others.  N^ 
stipposed  criminal  has  any  pretence  ta 
blame  his  accuser,  till  be  has  exculpaud 
himself;  why,  then,  should  the  nsDes  rf 
faction  and  sedition,  by  which  he  u^ 
thought  fit  to  distinguish  the  motives  thii 
induced  me  to  bring  the  a&ir  ot  St 
George's-fields  into  this  House,  tnovecj 
.choler.  The  measure  was  laudable,  wlist* 
ever  were  the  motives,  nor  need  the  nfolf 
lord,  to  take  the  part  I  acted  so  much  b 
a  dudgeon  ;  I  was  not  the  first  that  ac* 
cused  him,  I  gave  him,  indeed,  an  oppor- 
tunity to  vindicate  himself  if  he  was  ir3* 
duced;  and  surely,  if  he  had  been  inncH 
cent,  he  would  have  been  obliged  to  e:^ 
for  that. 

But  why  did  the  noble  lord  exert  aN  hii 
mfluence,  and  all  his  oratory,  to  prefect 
an  enquiry  ?  There  is  but  one  reason.  I 
believe,  and  of  that  no  person  in  th^ 
House  is  so  dull  as  t<y  be  ignorant  It  is 
true,  that  upon  a  divisfon,  I  was  joioed  bj 
no  more  than  39 ;  but  I  was  not  surprnd 
at  that.*  The  share  which  a  great  per- 
fonage  had  in  the  transaction  thstt  1  >'- 
raigned,  rendered  many  patriots  who  sn 

*  See  p.  602  of  the  preseut  roioiae. 
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laming  enough  on  other  occa^ons,  ex* 
remely  cool  upoo  this.  Their  virtue  was 
billed  by  the  fear  of  giving  offence^  and 
inian  of  more  prudence  than  I  profess, 
rould  have  followed  their  example.  If  I 
ad  done  so,  I  should  not,  perhaps,  have 
ecn  accused  of  faction  and  sedition.  But 
3  shew  the  noble  lord  that  neither  fear 
or  dependency  have  altered  my  princi- 
les,  or  shall  alter  my  conduct,  l  here 
ledge  myself  to  him,  to  this  House,  and 
)  the  public,  that  I  will  bring  this  affair 
Dce  more  into  question  during  the  course 
r  the  present  session.  Such  materials 
ave  since  come  into  my  hands,  that  I  hope 
)  see  it  meet  a  fate  very  different  from 
lat  which  attended  it  last  year.  Much 
idecd,  is  not  to  be  expected  from  this  soil, 
et  1  will  do  my  duty,  f  will  plant,  it  is  your 
art  to  give  the  increase. 
Tiie  noble  lord,  I  think,  too  hastily  con- 
ludes,  that  the  two  letters  which  have 
een  excepted  to  are  unexceptionable, 
ad  that  those  two  are  all  against  which 
icceptions  can  be  brought.  As  to  the  first, 
e  seems  greatly  to  pride  himself  in  the 
»timony  of  a  court-martial,  but  his  pride 
lay  be  humbled.  Court-martials,  as  well 
I  Houses  of  Commons,  have  erred  :  they 
ave  no  more  claim  to  infallibility  than  a 
ope  or  a  council.  A  court-martial  ac- 
uitted  Lestock  and  condemned  Mat- 
lews;  but  the  public  has  since  passed  a 
Ifi'erent  sentence,  and  posterity  will  ap- 
rove  the  decision.  I  wish  the  noble  lord 
lay  not  find  that  his  conduct  will  fall  under 
\t  same  condemnation.  In  mv  opinion, 
e  has  no  more  cause  to  triumph  over  us, 
lan  his  fellow  labourers  in  the  political 
Ineyard  to  triumph  over  the  Americans ; 
Bcause  the  colonists  have  begun  to  import, 
lev  cry  out  victory :  but  the  colonists  are 
ill  true  to  their  first  principle,  and  still 
:t  steadily  upon  it.  They  determined  to 
oport  no  article  that  was  taxed,  where 
tany  articles  were  taxed  they  refused  to 
oport  many,  now  tea  only  is  taxed,  they 
ifuse  to  import  tea :  they  have  regulated 
leir  conduct  by  that  of  the  ministry  ;  as 
inistry  rose  in  its  pretensions,  America 
>se;  as  ministry  relaxed  America  re- 
xed.  So  that  it  is  manifest,  no  advan- 
ce has  been  gained  over  them.  The  loss 
^  their  trade,  their  affection,  and  their  al- 
dance  has  been  hazarded,  but  the  quar- 
il  is  as  far  from  being  compromised  as 
rer;  h^^or^  America,  therefore,  can 
eartily  concur  in  any  measures  which  it 
lay  be  necessary  for  Great  Britain  to 
ike^  her  pievances  roust  be  redressed; 


and  he  who  .i^all  advise  hostilities  against 
the  Bourbon  compact, .  till  a  compact 
shall  take  place  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies,  is  a  foe  or  a  driveller, 
^or  is  it  also  necessary,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Great  Britain  should  be  compacted 
with  each  other,  which  can  never  happen 
till  the  complaints  of  the  Middlesex  elec- 
tion are  removed.  I  do  not  say  that  we 
are  not  a  legal  assembly,  I  do  not  counte- 
nance the  insolence  of  the  capital,  but  I 
know  that  many  wise  and  good  citizens 
suspect  us  to  be  only  a  House  of  Com* 
mons  dejacto  and  not  dejure;  and  whila 
such  an  opinion  prevails,  none  will  pretend 
that  it  is  safe  for  us  to  impose  taxes  and 
other  burdens,  which  we  cannot  but  render 
necessary,  but  those  the  policy  and  pru- 
dence of  which  are  of  the  same  cast  with 
those  of  our  ministers. 

Sir,  any  other  men  would  hav^,  foreseen 
the  harm  that  is  now  bursting  over  our 
heads,  or  at  least  have  trusted  to  the  warn- 
ing of  those  who  had  better  eyes.  I« 
among  others,  ventured  to  foretell  it  from 
the  appearance  of  the  political  sky ;  but  I 
was  called  a  child  of  faction,  and  my  op- 
tics were  said  to  be  jaundiced  with,  dis- 
content. Our  wise  rulers,  easily  believing 
what  they  wished,  and  foreseeing  their  own 
fall  in  a  fresh  war,  would  hear  nothing 
about  it.  Spain  preached  to  them  in  vain 
by  her  declai'ations ;  she  preached  to  them 
in  vain  by  her  conduct,  and  refusing  to 
hear  them,  they  would  not  have  believed, 
though  one  had  risen  from  the  dead. 
They  have  been  held  torpid  by  some 
Circeau  enchantment,  and  when  at  last 
they  were  roused  from  sleep,  then  it  was 
some  months  before  they  could  recover 
their  senses :  reason  they  never  could  re- 
cover, for  they  never  had  reason  to  lose ; 
they  jumped  about  like  a  squirrel  at  the 
sight  of  a  cat,  they  leaped  and  squatted, 
and  whisked  their  tail  about,  and  ran  into 
a  hole ;  and  in  what  hole  did  they  take 
refuge?  why  the  ministry  of  France. 
They  applied  to  France  as  a  mediator  to 
accommodate  their  differences  with  Spain. 

When  they  thus  betray  the  interest  and 
honour  of  Great  Britain  to  our  enemies 
abroad,  can  we  wonder,  that  the  Speech 
from  the  throne  does  not  convey  as  much 
intelligence  as  a  common  newspaper  to  the 
people  at  home :  this  annual  specimen  of 
our  ministers'  art  in  government  and  rhe- 
torick  has  every  deficiency  that  can  render 
them  despicable ;  it  is  not  sound  sense,  it 
is  not  grammatical  English.  They  havo 
for  a  year  past  acted  as  if  we  had  not  an 
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enemy  in  the  "world,  and  yet  it  b  evident 
from  the  King's  Speech  at  the  opening  of 
last  Bession,  that  they  appt^hended  n  war. 
Iret  the  Clerk  read  the  paragraph  of  that 
speech  to  which  I  allude. 

'This  parasraph  was  read  accordingly, 
and  is  as  follows:  **  Hie  uncommon 
burthens,  which  my  'subjects  baye  borne 
so  cheerfully,  in  order  to  bring  thfc  late 
war  to  a  happy  conclusion,  must  be  an 
additional  motiye  to  make  roe  Tigilant 
to  prevent  the  present  disturbances  in 
Europe  from  extending  tb  any  part, 
where  the  security,  honour,  or  interest  of 
this  nation  may  make  it  necessary  for  my 
Crown  to  become  a  party.  The  assurances 
which  I  receive  from  the  other  great 
powers,  afford  me  reason  to  believe,  that 
liiy  endeavours  will  continue  to  be  suceesfe- 
fiil.« 

Lord  Barrington  .* 

Sir ;  if  1  have  failed  in  that  deco« 
rum  t>f  language  which  is  universally  dde 
firom  one  gentleman  to  another,  1  am  sorry 
fbrit ;  political  sentiments  maybe  peculiar, 
good  manners  should  be  common  to  all ; 
and  I  should  be  sorry  to  have  it  supposed 
Uiat  politics  and  go6a  breeding  are  incom^ 
oatible.  Lampoons  should  have  no  place 
here,  nor  should  our  debates  degenerate 
into  the  scurrilous  affectations  of  wit  and 
patriotism,  that  circulate  with  a  newspaper. 
That  mv  antagonist  has  religiously  pre* 
served  tne  distinction  I  will  not  vouch ;  as 
to  myself,  I  have  never  intentionally  trans- 
gressed. In  the  warmth  of  a  hasty  speech, 
the  words  faction  and  sedition  passed  my 
lips ;  arc  they  a  trespass  upon  decorum  i 
If  they  are,  I  cannot  promise  that  I  shall 
not  be  again  guilty  before  I  sit  down ;  so 
that  if  the  hon.  gentleman's  choler  is 
moved,  it  is,  I  fear,  out  of  my  power  to 
remove  it.  My  antagonist  is  less  modest 
than  those  who  left  a  criminaf  unpunished, 
because  they  could  not  throw  the  first 
stone  without  assuming  a  freedom  from 
sin.  He  has  charged  me  with  perplexity 
and  contradiction,  and  he  has  in  the  same 
breath  perplexed  and  contradicted  him- 
self: he  has  told  us  with  his  usual  elo- 
quence, that  the  ministry  did  not  appre- 
hend a  war,  and  that  they  would  not  have 
apprehended  a  war,  though  it  had  be^n 

Eredicted  by  one  risen  from  the  dead ;  and 
e  has  told  us,  without  sitting  down,  that 
the  ministry  did  apprehend  a  war,  and  that 
they  told  this  House  at  the  beginning  of 
the  last  session ;  as  he  has  been  pleased  to 
prove  hb  assertion  by  an  app^  to  the 
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Speech,  k  is  unaeceMttiy  to  rdbte  Ae 
mt  But  1  cannot  suificientiy  adlnbe  lb 
.unlfonntU  with  which  he  blendi  his  iiuii*  \ 
ticism  of"^  religion  and  politiGS.  It  ii,  I 
find,  his  opinion,  that  or  professors  ten- 
selves,  a  very  few  only  riiaH  be  sated;  it 
short,  that  even  the  patriots  are  damaedi 
except  himself,  and  the  pioos  Thirtf 
Nme.  Who  can  but  pil^  tms  good  ge^ 
tleman's  perils  among  ftbe  bretfarai,  «l» 
can  but  lament,  that  in  these  widted  ssl 
perilous  times,  political  brethren  shooH 
be  false! 

But  he  threatens  tne  with  a  new  aoeui' 
tion,  whfetl  his  brethren,  having  less  taof 
tation  to  treachery,  will  be  more  fiutmd 
to  each  other.  I  am,  however,  vety  eafjf 
under  this  fbrmidable  menace;  he  ntf 
throw  down  his  glove  when  he  plesBei,  i 
am  ready  to  take  it  up.  If  he  Mentte 
field  with  as  many  offensive  weapooi  si  a 
ninety  gun  ship,  I  shall  hold  him  to  (tap 
as  if  he  had  only  a  tattle  and  bells:  if  ke 
comes  with  hn  tropes  and  figures,  I  dal 
wrap  myself  Up  in  myintegnty,aiidldm 
say,  he  will  find  me  invQlnend>le.  I  wiA 
the  hon.  gentletnan  was  as  sparing  of  oir 
time  and  trouble,  as  he  is  liberal  of  lui  o*t 
breath  and  lungs ;  he  would  not  then  tM 
of  proposing,  that  the  House  shoold  con* 
skier,  as  a  serious  charge,  what  it  basi^ 
ready  determined  to  be  a  groundlesfe  ci» 
lumny ;  or  hope,  that  having  already  e^ 
polled  John  Wilkes,  fi>r  saying  little  ourt 
of  the  riot  at  the  King's-bench,  thsnvt 
have  heard  to  day,  it  wodd,  at  hisir 
stance,  come  to  a  Resolution  of  sdopliB( 
John  Wilkes's  prindples.  Such  a  dM 
is  the  height  of  absurdity,  and  only  woiAf 
of  the  head  which  conceived  it  BoC  tte 
hon.  gentleman  loves  to  exercise  his  ^ 
quence,  and  by  idle  dedamation  upoo  t^ 
titious  topics,  to  prepare  himsdf  to  iImv 
away,  if  he  shall  he  lucky  enough  to  findiB 
occasion,  amonff  the  realities  of  life.  ^ 
the  House  indulge  him  m  this  ?  If  any  1mi>| 
member  makes  the  motion,  I  will  flecsnd 
it ;  but  if  he  could  be  persuaded  to  trtf** 
fer  the  scene  of  his  declamation  to  tk 
school  of  hb  countryman  Sheridan,  I 
think  he  Would  act  with  more  proprielf 
and  discretion. 

Lord  North  : 

Sir ;  after  all  the  oratory  that  «>^ 
such  amaaing  profusion  has  been  poofft 
out  about  the  governor  of  Bumos  Ap^ 
and  John  Wilkes,  and  the  iriand  of  Oijj 
sica,  and  a  mediator  with;  Spain,  ly 
just  beg  leave  to  reaiiftd  Ilie  mo.  t^ 
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mn.  Ant  the  subject  which  now  lies  be- 
ore  the  House  is  an  Address.  I  do  not 
faid  that  any  of  oar  orators  have  proposed 
o  amend  it,  and  I  must  therefore  con- 
dude  it  to  bo  the  sense  of  this  House^  that 
lie  Address  has  no  material  imperfection, 
ind  may  be  presented  to  his  Majesty  in 
Is  present  form. 

Bhcy  our  patriotsuponthisandmahyolher 
locasions,  make  me  think  of  a  man  who 
had  bat  one  story  to  tell,  which  erery  in- 
cident served  alike  to  introduce:  his  story 
sus  about  a  horse ;  and  if  any  body  hap- 
pened to  mention  a  poker,  he  would  say, 
bow  you  talk  of  a  poker,  it  puts  me  m 
Blind  of  a  rery  gooa  story  about  a  horse ; 
10  if  a  lady  took  oat  her  snuff-box,  he  was 
still  readjr,  seeinff  a  snuff-box,  said  he, 
puts  me  in  mincf  of  a' very  good  story 
About  a  horse.  So  our  patriots  make 
every  thing  an  occasion  for  a  common 
tolace  declamation  against  wicked  and 
n>oIish  ministers,  and  patch  together  scraps 
which  one  of  them  retails  in  the  newspa- 

Crs,  and  others  carefully  glean  up ;  one 
If  of  them  being  constantly  dupes  to  the 
artifides  of  the  other. 

Some  expressions,  however,  have  been 
thrown  out,  which  I  cannot  let  falL    It 
has  been  insinuated  by  one  hon.  gentle- 
man, that  the  ministers  bjr  their  want  of 
^rit  in  the  affairs  of  Corsica,  have  made 
war  inevitable  .which  might  have  been 
prevented,  and  at  the  same  time  raised 
Spch  jealousies  and  discontents  in  the  na- 
tion, that  the  King  must  go  to  war  with 
ludf  his  people.    As  to  the  afiair  of  Cor- 
tica,  the  non.  gentleman  mfty  perhaps  have 
been  enlightened  with  intelligence  which 
ethers  have  not  been  so  happy  as  to  ob- 
tain :   I  confess  that  with  respect  to  my- 
^f  his  assertion  wants  evidence.    I  think' 
on  the  contrary,  that  the  consequence  of 
eor  interfering,  would  more  probably  have 
brought  on,  than  prevented  a  rupture,  and 
then  who  would  nofhave  blamed  the  mi- 
nistry for  not  allowing  the  enemy  to  waste 
their  blood  and  treasure,  in  the  acouisition 
of  ^at,  perhaps,  they  had  better  ne  with- 
out? 

,  But,  supposing  that  a  rupture  is  now 
inevitable,  we  are  told  that  the  King  wHl 
go  to  war  with  half  his  people :  if  gentle- 
^n  had  as  much  ability  as  inclination  to 
receive  both  our  friends  and  our  enemies, 
wy  would  throw  out  improbabilities 
^mewhat  less  extravagiint  and  absurd. 
Can  any  mortal,  who  does  not  read  Uie 
rcraan  Tites  as  a  true  history,  believe 
^w  because  we  h&ve  little  pofitfcd  squab- 
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hies  among  ourselves,  that  the  people 
will  throw  off  at  once  their  aJleffiaoce^ 
their  interest,  and  their  honour^  abandon 
their  lawful  sovereign,  and  offer  their 
necks  to  a  foreign  voke !  This,  surely,  is 
the  raving  of  a  maoman,  or  the  dream  of 
an  ideot :  he  that  has  sense  to  feed  him-* 
self,  or  reason  to  distinguish  rags  and  straw 
in^a  cell  of  Bedlam,  from  the  trappings  of 
^Ojralty,  can  never  draw  so  monstrous  a 
concluaioB.  This  nation  is  stiil  in  power 
and  principle  the  scourge  of  France;  to 
insinuate  the  contraiy,  is  to  reproa<ih  and 
insult  it.  It  will  ever  unite  against  thfe 
Bourbon  confederacy,  and  dose  round  it6 
prince  like  a  wall  of  brass,  whenever  it 
shall  be  called  to  his  defence :  it  will  b^ 
time  enough  to  adjust  domestic  differenceft 
when  the  common  danger  is  removed. 

But,  says  an  hon.  gentleman,  we  have 
degraded  our  sovereign  by  a  contest  with 
a  pitiiiil  governor  of  Buenos  Avres» 
Would  it  not  have  been  equally  true,  if  wd 
had  immediately  rushed  into  a  war,  that 
we  were  involved  in  a  contest  about  a  pi* 
tiful  island  f  Could  the  intrinsic  value  of 
Falkland's  island  be  deemed  a  sufficient 
cause  for  war  ?  If  not,  it  was  a  proper  oh* 
ject  of  negociation  ;  and  if  so,  what  could 
be  more  prudent  than  to  leave  an  opening 
for  accommodation,  by  referring  th^  m 
in  question  to  the  governor  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  which  the  king  of  Spain  might,  if 
he  pleased,  disavow  ?  An  hon.  gentleman, 
indeed,  has  told  us,  in  one  of  those  beauti- 
ful tropes  for  which  he  is  so  fknious,  that 
Great  Britain  solicited  the  mediation  of 
France :  but  where  has  this  hon.  gentlemati 
got  his  intelligence  ?  Probably  from  thb 
newspapers,  those  oracles  of  knowledge 
and  truth,  which  he  says  convey  mure  in- 
telligence of  national  affairs  than  the  King^s 
Speech :  we  all  know  the  hon.  gentleman's 
partiality  for  these  vehicles  of  political 
knowledge ;  yet  I  may,  I  think,  without 
excessive  vanity,  pretend*  to  as  much 
knowledge  of  the  matter  as  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman from  other  sources,  and  X  declare 
1  know  of  no  such  soliciti^ion.  Gretft 
Britain  had  no  need  of  a  mediator ;  and 
therefore  could  not  apply  to  France  tb 
mediate.  If  she  had  stood  in  need  of  h 
mediator,  she  would  have  wanted  a  pro- 
tector  too,  which  could  not  be  the  cas6, 
as  she  is  at  this  moment  the  first  and  great- 
est power  in  Europe,  ot  at  least,  one  of 
the  nrst  and  greatest.  Another  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  sagaciously  observed,  that  we 
have  not  secured  all  the  British  posses- 
ions from  dfemger ;  he  mi^t  as  %«!  havn 
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observed  that  we  could  not  shut  up  all  tlie 
British  dominions  in  the  Tower  of  Lon* 
don.  Will  the  hon-  gentleman  undertake 
to  secure  the  British  dominions  in  their 
whole  extent  from  any  sudden  blow,  in 
case  of  a  war,  with  twice  the  number  of 
troops  that  are  in  British  pay  ?  If  he  will 
stand  forth  and  say  so,  I  think  his  courage 
cannot  be  doubled,  whatever  we  may  think 
of  his  wisdom.  As  to  what  has  been  call- 
ed my  prophecy,  I  disclaim  it;  I  said,  tliat 
I  then  thought  warat  adistance,  and  I  still 
say  that  I  had  good  reason  for  thinking 
80 ;  I  mentioned  several  advantages  which 
would  accrue  to  Great  Britain  if  the  peace 
should  last  two  years,  and  ventured,  upon 
the  strength  of  calculation,  to  specify  wnat 
part  of  the  national  debt  would  by  that 
time  be  paid  off.  For  this  I  am  accounta- 
ble, and  am  ready  to  answer  any  charge 
that  shall  be  engrafted  upon  it.  But  as  I 
make  no  pretences  to  infallibility  with  re- 
spect to  any  subject^  much  less  with  re> 
spect  to  future  events,  I  can  never  be  said 
to  have  uttered  a  prophecy  when  I  deli- 
vered my  opinion,  nor  to  have  forfeited 
any  claim  of  man  upon  man,  even  if  I 
should  appear  to  have  been  mistaken. 

Colonel  Barri  produced  a  copy  of  what 
he  bad  called  a  prophecy,  which  he  said 
he  took  in  writing  when  it  was  spoken : 
but  as  lord  Nortli  admitted  that  he  had  de- 
livered it  as  his  opinion,  the  producing  the 
words  in  writing,  answered  no  purpose :  if 
the  dispute  had  been  about  the  purport  of 
what  was  said,  the  written  words  would 
have  determined  it,  but  they  had  no  ten- 
dency to  prove  that  what  was  delivered  as 
opinion,  was  matter  of  reproach  as  a  pre- 
tension to  prophecy. 

Mr.  Burke  also  offered  some  explana- 
tion of  what  he  had  said  concerning  the 
mediation  of  France. 

Sir  Charles  Saunders  observed,  that  as 
the  Address  was  an  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  ministry,  it  would  be  improper 
to  agree  to  it,  before  any  enquiry  had  been 
made  whether  their  conduct  deserved  ap- 
probation: it  was  therefore  his  opinion, 
that  the  captains  of  the  Tamer  and  Fa- 
vourite sloops  should  be  called  to  the  bar, 
and  give  an  account  of  what  the  Spaniards 
had  done,  and  what  infprmatioi)  the  mi- 
nistry had  received. 

Mr.  DovodestoeU  then  replied : 

Sir;    if  the  minister  had  not  on 
former  occasions  given  me  a  perfect  idea 
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of  his  understanding,  I  should  have  been 
surorized  at  his  manner  of  argubg  to-day, 
ana  particularly  at  a  conclusion  which  be 
has  just  drawn.  He  says,  that  <*  as  no  pro- 
posfd  has  been  made  to  amend  the  Addreai 
he  must  conclude  that  it  has  no  material 
imperfections :"  unfortunately  for  bim,  or 
for  me,  my  conclusion  is  just  cootniy 
from  the  same  premises.  As  no  proposal 
has  been  made  to  amend  the  Aodress,  I 
conclude  that  it  cannot  be  amended;  that 
it  is  hot  faulty  in  particular  parts,  but  k 
uniformly  and  totally  wrong :  this  is  ibj 
reason  for  proposing  no  amendment,  aod 
it  may  therefore  naturally  be  supposed  to 
be  the  reason  why  no  amendment  has  been 
proposed  by  others.  Would  not  any  other 
apprehension  than  that  of  the  mlDister 
have  discovered,  that  the  whole  Address 
was  censured  by  a  censure  of  every  part 
of  that  conduct  which  it  approves  I  What 
is  the  Speech  but  a  detail  of  mioistend 
conduct?  And  what  is  the  Address  but 
an  approbation  of  that  speech,  pan^ph 
by  paragraph  ?  Every  gentleman,  id  the 
interest  of  his  country,  who  has  spoken  n 
this  day's  debate,  has  proved  the  condact 
of  ministry  to  be  neither  able  nor  honest 
They  have  lost  the  confidence  of  the  peo» 
pie,  yet  imagine  the  people  will  support 
them ;  they  have  threatened  the  colooies 
with  unrelenting  severity  inthepursuitofan 
unconstitutional  measure  ;  yet  suppose  we 
shall  suffer  nothing  from  the  alienatioo  of 
their  affections :  they  are  ruling  Ireiarxl 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  yet  pretend  that 
they  are  making  no  advances  to  arbitnrj 
government ;  tliey  have  been  blind  aod 
improvident  with  respect  to  the  designs  of 
our  enemies,  and  yet  suppose  that  there  is 
no  danger  of  their  being  carried  into  effect: 
if  this  is  not  weakness,  inconsistenc}',  pre- 
sumption and  folly,  let  them  tell  us  what 
is. 

Something,  indeed,  they  have  said,  vhea 
a  reply  to  these  charges  has  been  expect- 
ed, but  it  is  no  more  a  defence  tbao  the 
pretences  of  a  thief  at  the  bar,  who  whai 
the  goods  which  he  stole  are  seised  in  his 
custody,  pretends  that  he  found  them  in 
the  street.  In  answer  to  the  most  material 
charge  indeed  the  minister  has  said  no- 
thing ;  the  whole  party  have  not  had  suf- 
ficient invention  to  suggest  one  plausiWe 
excuse  for  keeping  the  nation  naked  and 
defenceless,  after  authentic  intelligence  rf 
the  insidious  designs  of  the  House  w 
Pourbon  had  been  received. 

Sir,  we  call  ourselves  tlie  represeDUtifCS 
of  the  people ;  why,  then,  do  we  not  cypres 
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their  sentiments,  and  echo  their  voice; 
why  do  we  approve  measures  which  they 
condemn,  and  express  confidence  in  mi* 
sisters  whom  they  despise  ?  In  so  base  a 
prostitution  for  selfish  purposes,  so  cruel  a 
treachery  against  the  public,  I  will  never 
concur ;  and  ifl  cannot  prevent  this  House 
from  becoming  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands 
of  that  power  which  it  was  intended  to 
controuf,  and  a  screen  for  that  perfidy 
which  it  ought  to  detect,  I  will  at  least 
enter  my  protest  against  it. 

Lord  North  : 

Sir ;  it  mu<;t,  to  be  sure,  bei  difficult 
tor  a  poor  wicked  minis<iter,  to  make  9ny 
itand  against  -^uch  -eloquence  and  such 
rirtue  as  the  hon.  gentleman  has  now 
exerted  against  him  :  and  I  confess  my- 
leir  unable  to  add  any  thing  to  the  argu- 
ments which  have  already  been  urged  in 
my  defence,  and  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman and  his  friends  aSect  to  treat  as 
wholly  inconclusive  and  unsatisfactory : 
yet  1  have  heard  of  those  who  neither  see 
with  their  eyes,  hear  with  their  ears,  i»or 
understand  with  their  hearts:  I  pretend  to 
no  charm  by  which  such  may  be  converted 
And  healed:  1  can  exhibit  reason  and 
truth,  but  I  cannot  give  candour  or  under- 
standing. I  have  no  miraculous  powers, 
•nd  if  I  had,  I  believe,  I  might  exert  them 
■11  to  no  purf)oSe,  except  that  of  multiply- 
ing loaves  and  fishes,  the  distribution  of 
which,  would,  1  am  persuaded,  have  a  won- 
deriul  effect.  There  is,  however,  one  par- 
ticular, which  among  the  many  topics  that 
ha?e  been  offered  me,  I  have  overlooked, 
^d  1  am  obliged  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
for  reminding  me  of  it ;  the  ministry  have  ; 
heen  accused  of  tardiness  in  arming  the  na- 
tion. I  remember  a  country  papsh  that  was 
accused  of  want  of  loyalty  for  not  ringing 
the  church  bells  upon  a  particular  occasion; 
*he  parish  officers  said,  that  they  had  many 
*^>ngs  to  alledge  in  their  justification, 
one  of  which  was  that  their  church  had  no 
bells  to  rmg.  My  defence  is  equally  easy, 
^  nation  could  not  have  been  armed 
•ooner. 

Every  body,  except  the  gentlemen  in 
the  opposition,  knows,  that  our  fleets  can- 
not be  fitted  out  except  when  our  trade  is 
w  home,  or  just  coming  home,  because 
•ailors  are  at  no  other  time  to  be  had :  and 
^t?ry  body  except  the  same  gentlemen 
knows,  that  at  the  time  when  we  are 
charged  with  having  criminally  neglected 
^  fit  out  our  fleets,  the  trade  was  neither 
tt  home,  nor  just  coming  homei  and  that 


therefore  no  sailors  were  to  be  had.  Au 
the  ministry  therefore  could  not  arm  ef- 
fectually, it  was  thought  prudent  not  to 
appear  to  arm  at  aU.  If  Great  Britain 
had  armed  as  far  as  it  was  in  her  power  in 
June,  France  and  Spain  would  have  done 
the  same,  and  not  being  under  the  same 
disadvantage,  would  have  done  that  effec- 
tually which  we  could  have  done  only  in 
part ;  they  must,  therefore,  have  got  be- 
fore us;  whereas,  making  no  appearance 
of  arming  till  we  could  completely  effect 
our  purpose,  we  have  got  before  them.  If 
two  men  were  to  run  a  race,  would  either 
of  them  chuse  that  the  signal  for  starting 
should  be  given  before  he  was  able  to  set 
off?  We  knew  that  if  our  adversaries  did 
not  start  before  us,  our  activity  and 
strength  would  give  os  the  advantage. 
But  that  if  they  did,  we  might  not  be  able 
to  overtake  them ;  we  availed  ourselves  of 
this  knowledge,  and  the  event  has  justified 
our  conduct. 

I  fTarenow,  I  hope,  answered  the  migh- 
ty objection  upon  which  the  hon*  gentle- 
man  supposed  -aie  to  have  been'silent,  be- 
cause it  was  unanswerable;  upon  what 
now  will  the  tooth  of  envy  attempt  to  seize? 
Will  the  dull  tool  of  a  desperate  faction, 
with  the  slow  and  frigid  malignity  of  a 
viper,  turn  upon  the  crown  ?  Has  it  not 
opened  its  jaws  upon  the  crown  already  i 
An  Address  is  a  compliment  to  the  throne, 
not  an  approbation  of  a  minister;  if  a  mi- 
nister has  acted  amiss,  there  are  methods 
of  enquiry  and  censure  well  known,  which 
involve  no  other  character.  But  I  leave 
the  virulence  of  fiictionto  prey  upon  itself; 
the  hon.  gentleman  is  too  cold  a  member 
to  make  it  dangerous  to  others* 

Mr.  Dovudestvell : 

Sir ;  I  confess  that  the  noble  lord 
discovers  more  heat,  aye,  and  more  smoke 
too  than  I.  But  there  may  be  smoke  and 
heat  without  light :  there  may  be  noise  and 
fury  without  eloquence,  and  confident 
assertions  without  truth.  I  see  a  formida- 
ble phalanx  of  two-legged  arguments  rang- 
ed behind  the  noble  lord,  and  they  may 
indeed  very  well  inspire  him  with  a  decent 
assurance :  besides,  he  is  of  too  long  stand- 
ing to  be  troubled  with  the  irifans  pudor  ; 
he  is  an  old  member,  though  not  an  old 
man  ;  and  it  j^  no  wonder,  therefore,  that 
his  confidence  is  great,  and  his  knowledge 
little.  It  is  however  something  extraordi- 
nary, that  with  all  his  excess  of  assurance, 
and  deficiency  of  wit,  he  should  have  ven- 
tured to  affront  the  House  by  affirming  that 
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W  Addreii  of  piriiaiiieiit  is  amefeooBDli* 
neDttaihecTOinu  ItheitiUfoleanitiilii 
paiitamenUiy  AddreaeSy  are  conadeied 
not  odIt  by  this  nati^,  \nA  hj  aU  otliefi» 
1^  tbe  best  criterioos  ai  the  coofidenoe 
which  the  House  rmoses  in  the  ]pd^  aod 
httmiiiisleis}  Ifheaoesnot  luunr  thiSyhe 
may  well  be  supposed  not  to  know  Ihat  our 
enemies  have  been  artniog  crer  siooe4hey 
projected  the  capture  S  Port  Egmont ; 
but,  then,  what  can  we  think  oi  a  great 
nation  confided  to  such  hands !  Is  it  not  in 
the  same  state  with  a  vessel  at  sea,  under 
the  direction  of  a  roan  who  did  not  know 
the  points  of  the  compass ;  aod  in  such  a 
case  would  it  not  be  the  interest  of  every 
passenger  to  place  a  skilful  navigator  in 
his  staid.  I  believe  the  minister  is  the 
only  person  in  this  House,  who  did  not 
know,  that  our  enemies  have  been  aug- 
menting their  navy,  improving  their  for- 
tresses, and  strengUiening  their  harbours, 
without  losing  a  moment,  ever  since  they 
medinited  the  oieasuie  which  we  oould 
know  only  by  its  execution, 

Mr.  Dowdeswdl  proceeded  in  the  repe- 
tition ef  his  charge  against  the  ministil'y 
for  not  arming  sooner,  but  before*  any 
answer  had  been  given  to  lord  North's 
principal  defence  tiiat  the  thing  was  im- 
possible, the  question  was  much  called  for, 
and  the  Address  being  read  b^  the  Speak- 
er, was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 
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The  Speaker  having  read  the  King's 
Speech,  as  usual,  the  lord  Greville  stcMd 
up,  and  moved  the  Address  in  a  genteel 
speech,  well  delivered. 

Mr.  Oeorge  Bice  : 

Sir,  I  rise  up  to  second  my  noble 
friend,  who  seems  to  have  been  equally 
happy  in  the  sentiments  and  expressions 
of  this  Address.  The  first  thiog,  of 
which  it  conveys  to  the  public  our  opinion, 
is  the  great  and  important  object  of  war. 
His  Majesty,  thoueh  ever  studious  to 
preserve  the  general  tranquillity,  as  well 
as  the  peace  of  his  own  dominions, 
finds  the  'ambitious  and  restless  spirit  of 
his  neighbours  threatening  Europe  once 
more  with  the  cahunities  of  war.  The 
violence  committed  by  the  governor  of 
Buenqs  Ayres  is  an  indignity,  in  which 
the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain  can- 
not tainely  acquiesce.  The  majesty,  and 
the  honour,  an4  fiselings  of  the  ^ing,  are 


too  deeply  voonded,  tolct  it  MMvitkoai 
anmle  reparsfion.  I  trust  oat  bs  vi 
fina  his  fiuthful  Coainoos  eqoally  nilm 
to  vindicate  his  and  their  danai,  aad  to 
eatoit  sarisfaction  br  fiMoe  of  ami,  if  u- 
ffotiation  should  fiui  of  procuring  jortjct 
I  tmst  that  the  gallant  spirit  of  tlut  aatin 
will  keep  paoemh  his  wiifaes,  sad  bin 
with  eqam  ardour  to  wipe  off  cveij  dis- 
moe,  to  chastise  every  insdt  It  ii  doc 
Uiat  I  think  the  barren  island  of  Falidad 
an  object  worthy  of  mndi  attentioBL  Vim 
the  loss  of  that  insignificant  dessit  the 
only  disadvantage  wiUi  which  a  taneac- 
quiescence,  at  this  jonotuse,  would  be  a* 
tended,  it  would  not  be  worth  oar  whikto 
endanger,  for  its  sake,  the  life  of  s  gim- 
dier.  Nor  do  I  counsel  vigorous  mmam, 
because,  I  think,  thtt  nation  bsi  do  nod 
of  establishing  ita  credit  fiir  coDduct  or 
courage.  No,  thanka  be  to  oar  gaUut 
troops,  they  have  raised  us  shove  li  ds- 
graceful  imputations,  and  rendered  w 
dmracter  for  military  prowess  noie  \k 
object  of  envy  than  or  cooteiapt.  Wi 
base  nfi|  occasion  for  war,  in  order  u 
acquire  a  reputation  in  aims.  We  fane 
no  occaaieB  for  war,  in  order  to  pn 
a  more  exteasive  empire,  or  s  gram 
trade.  In  all  these  respects,  ooihiBg  b 
left  for  the  wantonness  of  our  imagiMtuu 
to  wish.  |f  there  was,  we  know  arts  noit 
friendly  to  the  hnman  race  than  bioodtlie<!, 
plunder,  and  devastation.  To  others,  n 
leave  the  horrors  of  enriching  tbeoaeha 
by  the  destruction  of  mankind,  vbik 
floods  of  weal  th  pour  in  upon  us,  from  «&• 
necting  the  di&rent  nations  of  tfae  gUie. 
by  the  interchange  of  fiivoors  andbeiM^ 
Let  us,  if  at  length  reluctantlv  coaipeflai, 
draw  our  avenging  awoid,  omy  to  pe^ 
the  repetition  of  insults,  toreprettnoteact 
and  to  humble  the  pride  of  encroadia; 
ambition.  This  measure  we  may  eaalana 
with  the  greater  confidence  of  snooc^  0 
our  colonies,  influenced  by  the  prudes; 
vet  spirited  measurea  of  adoiioucntiA 
have  returned  to  a  aenseof  their  dtff. 
Our  trade  in  that  quarter  (^tfieworidb 
revived,  and  will,  m  all  probability,  »& 
recover  its  former  luatre.  Iboi^  ^ 
province  of  Maaaachuset's  BaysUDcff- 
tinues  obstinate,  there  is  reason  to  9^^ 
hend,  that  the  example  of  ^her  ooIobH 
and  the  continuation  of  the  plan  of  politic 
which  has  alreadv  pcoduced  such  lafajtf^ 
e&cts,  will  at  last  operate,  aadbriog' 
into  the  general  vortex.  Then,  if  b^ 
sity  ahould  force  ua  into  a  war,  ^'^ 
be  ftnahlf*d  to  fiill  *»«**»  our  nMtniflii  v^ 
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the  whole  weight  of  an  united  and  well- 
compacted  empire.  We  ^hall,  no  doubt, 
Snd  it  difficult  to  raise  the  supplies,  with- 
Dut  burthening  the  subject.  But,  will 
that  difficulty  be  peculiar  to  us  alone  ? 
[)ur  enemies  will  be  still  more  iembarras- 
led.  Their  finances  are  in  a  much  mor^ 
}erplcxed  situation.  Who,  then,  can 
loubt,  but  his  Majesty  will  find  that  there 
rill  be  no  other  contest  among  his  people, 
)ut  that  of  shewing  a  superiority  of  zeal 
n  the  support  of  the  common  cause? 
Ifour  resolution  on  this  occasion  will,  I 
to]  persuaded,  evince  to  our  dismayed 
•nemies,  whether  foreign  or  domestic, 
hat)  in  checking  the  usurpation  of  the 
)ourbon  line,  Britons  have  out  one  heart 
tod  one  voice. 

Sir  WiUiam  Meredith  : 

There  is  something  pleasant.  Sir, 
1  the  language,  as  well  as  in  the  train  of 
easoning  adopted  by  our  ministers. 
Chey  persuade  themselves  that  their  mea- 
ares  will  be  cordially  supported  b^  the 
eople,  while  the  people  are  at  variance 
ith  them  and  their  measures.  They  ex* 
ect  that  tliere  will  be  no  contest,  but  that 
r  displaying  a  superiority  of  zeal  in  aup- 
ort  of  the  common  cause,  forgetting  that 
)c  nation  can  never  make  a  common 
&use  with  those  whom  it  has  found  to  be 
ommon  enemies.  It  seems  they  are  re- 
lived to  be  consistent,'and  not  to  deviate, 
n  this  occasion,  from  the  same  prudential 
mxims,  which  have  hitherto  directed 
leir  conduct,  and  rendered  their  plan  of 
ilitics  so  successful  and  satisfactory, 
he  hearty  concurrence  of  the  kingdom, 
ley  deem  as  a  just  reward  for  having 
iolated  its  most  essential  rights.  Nor  is 
lis  surprising  in  men  of  their  principles 
id  talents.  Their  administration  being 
ily  a  transcript  of  the  measures  pursued 
r  Charles  the  1st,  why  should  we  wonder 
at  they  should  preserve  the  same  cha- 
cter  to  the  last,  and  complete  the 
agedy  ? 

^«*  Servetur  ad  imam 

Unalis  ab  incepto  processerit  et  sibi  constet." 
barles,  while  openly  invading  the 
inchises  of  his  people,  had  the  teme- 
;y  to  engage  in  a  war.  What  was  the 
nsequence  ?  The  injured  people  would 
»t  fight,  and  thus  brought  disgrace  and 
in  upon  the  head  of  the  deluded  and  de- 
ted  monarch.  Men  will  never  discover 
irits  or  valour,  when  they  have  no  con- 
ence  in  their  leader.  Much  more  will 
IS  be  the  case,  whea  ^h^y  dread  greater 


calamities  from  their  leaders,  than  from 
the  ver3r  enemies  they  oppose.  Domestic 
slavery  is  no  less  terrible  than  a  foreign 
yoke^  even  where  the  yoke  is  certain. 
What,  then,  will  it  be,  where  a  foreiga 
yoke  is  hut  barely  possible?  The  danger 
with  which  we  are  threatened  by  Francd 
and  Spain,  is  distant  and  uncertain ;  but 
the  blow  aimed  by  our  ministers  at  th& 
vitals  of  liberty,  the  most  precious  of  all 
possessions,  is  imminent  and  undoubted. 
Can  it,  then,  be  expected  that  Britons 
can  sally  forth,  like  Quixotes,  in  quest  of 
distant  enemies,  while  foes  more  formi- 
dable, because  insidious  friends,  remain 
behind  in  possession  of  the  ctty,  of  the  ci* 
tadel,  and  every  palladium  of  the  eonstitu* 
tion?  Never  believe  it.  They  cannot 
exert  their  native  gallantry  in  aefence  of 
that  liberty,  which  no  longer  exists.  Being 
deprived  of  the  character  of  citizens,  they 
will  not  expose  their  lives  for  a  master. 
Accustomed  to  fight  for  themselves,  they 
will  beware  of  encreasing  the  power  of  a 
despot,  and  forcing  their  own  chains. 

Recollect,  Sir,  the,  fate  of  king  John ; 
abandoned  by  his  English  subjects,  be- 
cause they  spurned  at  oppression,  he  lost 
his  transmarme  dominions,  and  laid  tha 
foundation  of  all  his  future  misfortunes. 
Call  to  mind  the  catastrophe  of  Edward 
the  second.  In  his  war  with  the  Scotch, 
fortune  did  not  turn  her  back  upon  him» 
till  he  had  first  provoked  her  desertion. 
A  people  of  generous  and  free  spirits  dis- 
cover, in  such  circumstances,  less  valour 
than  confirmed  slaves.  Their  souls,  dis» 
tracted  between  hope  and  &ar,  are  un- 
manned by  the  anxiety  of  suspense.  The 
Romans,  oppressed  by  their  decemvirs, 
refused  not  only  to  fi^t,  but  to  conquer. 
They  fled  before  those  foreign  enemies; 
who  durst  not  face  them,  when  they  had 
once  quelled  their  domestic  foes.  Such 
are  the  effects  produced  by  the  dread  of 
losingjiberty. 

Of  these  truths.  Sir,  all  our  great  princes 
were  so  fully  convinced,  that,  before  thojf 
embarked  on  the  perilous  ocean  of  war, 
they  saw  all  the  storms  of  civil  commotioa 
laid,  and  internal  peace  and  union  restore<l 
to  all  their  dominions.  Thus  supported 
by  the  love  and  united  strength  of  his  sub- 
jects, Edward  the  first  conquered  Scot* 
land.  Thus  supported,  Edward  the 
third  victoriously  traversed  France,  an4 
annexed  Calais  to  the  crown  of  England. 
Thus  supported,  Henry  the  fifth  quar- 
tered  the  liily  with  the  rose,  and  left  ih% 
fair  possession  to  bis  soo. 

[SY] 


>  .• 
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But  why  should  I  expatiate  &rther  on 
a  point  so  manifest  in  itself,  that  it  hardi^ 
needs  the  testimony  of  history,  which  is 
so  explicit  in  its  behalf?  Nothing  but  the 
perverse  obstinacy  and  unenlightened  po- 
ntics  of  our  present  ministers  could  stand 
in  need  of  any  admonition  on  this  head. 
Had  they  not  avowed  it,  both  in  the 
,  Speech  and  in  the  Address,  no  sober  man 
could  have  suspected  that  they  would 
count  upon  the  concurrence  of  tKe  nation, 
till  our  decision  of  the  Middlesex  election 
was  reversed.  The  grievance  is  so  enor- 
mous and  intolerable,  that  none,  who  de- 
serve not  a  cell  in  Bedlam,  can  reasonably 
hope  for  such  an  event.  Of  this  truth,  I 
have  so  strong  a  conviction,  that  though  I 
know  what  little  weight  I  have  with  the 
ministers,  I  cannot  help  conjuring  them  to 
take  away  this  evil  thmg,  this  stumbling 
block,  from  among  the  people.  If  they 
will  be  deaf  to  the  voice  of  reason,  the 
call  of  justice,  and  the  request  of  the  na- 
tion, yet  let  them  make  this  sacrifice  to 
their  own  security,  and  to  the  stability  of 
the  throne.  Though  you  should  have  no 
compassion  on  the  present  age,  nor  shew 
any  regard  to  posterity,  at  least  consult 
the  safety  of  your  own  heads;  and  once  in 
your  lives  do  an  act,  which  may  prove 
your  attachment  to  that  master,  and  that 
family,  of  whose  interests  you  pretend  to 
be  so  tender. 

Colonel  BarrS  .* 

Sir;  though  fully  convinced,  by 
experience,  of  the  little  weight  which  I 
have  in  this  House,  yet  I  cannot,  on  this 
•larmiag  occasion,  help  begging  its  indul- 
gence, while  I  contribute  my  mite  towards 
nie  general  utility,  and  jom  tbe  feeble  ef- 
forts of  my  voice  to  those  of  my  friends. 
The  situation  of  this  country  is  too  cri* 
tical  to  allow  any  man  of  spirit  and  honour 
to  sit  an  idle  spectator,  with  his  arms 
folded,  and  his  iieart  contracted  into  a 
stoical  apathy.  The  times  call  for  the 
exertion  of  every  virtue,  and  every  talent 
which  the  nation  can  boast.  Far  be  it 
from  me  to  arrogate  a  superior  share  of 
any  perfection ;  f  only  lay  claim  to  since- 
rity and  upright  intentions.  To  these 
qualities  I  owe,  that  on  former  occasions, 
you  frequently  lent  me  a  patient  ear.  To 
these  qualities  I  shall  now  be  indebted  for 
the  san)e  favour,  for,  I  cannot  doubt  that 
you  will,  in  the  most  important  crisis, 
shew  me  that  partiality,  which  yon  al- 
'Ways  discovered  in  the  most  trifling  con* 
juncture. 
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Allow  me,  then,  to  dedsre,  thtt  I  en- 
tirely agree  with  my  hon.  friend;  in  think- 
ing that  the  people  cannot  hesrtily  coscar 
with  the  ministry  in  the  prosecution  of  i 
war.  For,  not  to  repeat  any  of  tbe  argu- 
ments so  fbrqibly  ana  convincingiy  urgel 
By  him,  is  it  not  evident,  that  a  new  vv 
will,  by  the  increase  of  taxes,  plsces,  tiid 
pensions,  extend  the  power  of  the  crows, 
and  consequently  render  it  more  and 
more  diflkult  every  day  to  stem  the  tor- 
rent of  corruption,  and  the  progren  of 
despotism  ?  With  this  meknchoij  pro^ 
pect  before  its  eyes,  can  the  utioo 
cheerfully  support  men,  whose  encroadi- 
ments  on  liberty  have  always  kept  pace 
with  their  power,  whose  perverse  obid- 
nacy  and  mistaken  politics,  will  notalW 
them  to  make  the  least  compensstion  to  tbe 
public,  or  the  least  sacrifice  to  the  general 
security  ?  Human  nature  forbids  os  to 
harbour  such  a  thought.  The  bean  of 
man  revolts  at  the  idea  of  strengthesing 
the  hands  of  those,  in  whom  it  places  no 
confidence.  In  such  a  situation,  the  peo* 
pie  and  their  mlers  can  no  more  incorpo- 
rate, than  vinegar  and  oil.  Like  oos- 
electrics,  they  will  repel  each  other,  and 
preserve  an  eternal  antipathy.  M'hotha 
can,  without  sorrow,  behold'  hissoverdgo 
going  to  war  with  only  half  his  peopled 
his  back  ?  Who  can  forbear  to  wish  tba 
there  may  be  reserved  in  heaven  loae 
chosen  bolt,  red  with  uncommon  6re,  to 
blast  the  wretches,  who  could  reduce  bin 
to  such  an  unfortunate  situation^  Hid 
George  the  second  engaged  in  the  lite 
war  with  such  fearful  odds  against  \my 
could  we  have  expected  sudi  wooMl 
success?  The  great  minister,  to  vboK 
wisdom^  spirit  and  magnanimity,  we  pn« 
marily  owed  the  smiles  of  fortune,  va 
fiilly  sensible  of  this  tmth.  As  the  grouod- 
work,  therefpre,  of  vigour  abroad,  he  I^ 
stored' unanimity -at  home,  and  thensboec 
the  power  of  France  and  Spaia  to  tfce 
fovmoation.  Ooght  not  we,  at  this  jok- 
ture,  to  follow  the  same  course  ?  Nodur; 
can  be  more  evident.  Tlie  national  piev- 
ances  ought  to  be  Immediatdy  redressed. 
His  Majesty  ought,  at  any  price,  to  bey 
the  afiections  of  his  subjects;  for,inti^ 
day  of  trial,  this  is  the  ftraily  cw^'- 
the  wall  of  brass,  on  which  he  Dnit  ii- 
pend.  It  is  not  ftasy  to  foresee  whatc^ 
lect  the  imposition  oi^^new  taxes,  or  a  ns* 
fortune  in  war,  may  have  -on  the  pwr'^- 
while  their  minds  are  soured  by  unredrci^ 
ed  grievances,  and  odious  ministers.  ^ 
prudent  senator  can  advise  his  lorenfr. 
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to  make  tbe  experiment.  If  Uiis  concSia- 
toiy  scheme  is  adopted,  theoy  and  not  till 
then,  may  we  expect  to  carr^  on  a  suc- 
cessful war.  Then  will  our  military  of- 
ficers act  with  spirit  and  zeal«  and  emula- 
tioD.  Nor  should  I  refuse  my  share  of 
the  danger.  Whatever  talents  I  possess, 
are  ever  at  the  service  of  my  country. 
Not  that  I  solicit  employment  at  the 
hands  of  our  present  mmisters :  no ;  let 
them  not  thiok  it.  While  they  steer  the 
helm,  I  am  sensible  that  no  commander 
can  expect  any  thing  but  disgrace.  1 
cannot,  therefore,  wish  to  heap  red-hot 
coals  upon  my  own  head,  or  to  be  with 
them  accessary  to  the  ruin  of  my  country. 
Had  I  even  some  opinion  of  their  talents 
for  the  management  of  a  war,  yet  would 
their  politics  be  an  unsurmountable  barrier 
betiveen  us.  For  however  low  opposition 
may  be  reduced,  on  its  present  ground  it 
will  be  always  honourable.  Should  we 
dwindle  to  ten,  we  sKall  always  go  out 
of  this  House,  ten  respectable  figures,  still 
reminding  the  nation  of  what  its  represen- 
tatives ought  to  be. 

But  here,  Sir,  I  may  be  perhaps  thought 
too  severe.  Let  us  then  examine  their  con* 
duct.  About  the  latter  end  of  May,  or  tbe 
beginning  of  June,  diey  were  acquainted 
with  the  fate  of  Falkland  island.  At  that 
time  they  learned  that  the  governor  of 
Buenos  Ayres  had  sent  a  frigate  or  two 
to  warn  our  troops  to  quit  the  idand ;  that 
our  commanding  officer  had  threatened  to 
blow  them  off,  if  they  would  not  depart ; 
that  the  Spaniards,  in  consequence,  de- 
clared their  resolution  of  employing  force, 
since  fair  words  had  failed,  and  that  there 
was  no  doubt  but  they  would  put  the 
scheme  in  execution.  Where  tneir  in- 
terest or  pride  is  concerned,  the  Spaniards 
are  pretty  tenacious  of  their  words :  and 
it  could  not  be^  supposed^  that  the  gO/- 
vernor  of  Buenos  Ayrea,  would,  ia  Uus 
case,  belie  the  charMter  of  his  nation* 
But,  asks  jny  hon.  friend,  who  is  this  go- 
vernor of  Buenos  Ayres,  this  mighty  po- 
tentate, i^ainst  whom  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  is  going  to  draw  his  sword  ?  I  will 
tell  him.  When  at  Gibraltar,  in  an  infe- 
rior station,  I  confess,  I  happened  in  an 
excursion  to  meet  this  governor,  lliis  Don 
Franciscoi,v  whom  onr  ninisters  consider 
>fi  so  great  and  formidable.  For  a  Spa- 
niard, he  waa  not  a  bad  companion ;  he 
could  circulate  the  gh»s  pretty  freely ;  ia 
a  word,  he  waa  a  Tery  good  sort  aif  a  gen- 
tleman :  but  I  do  not  believe  that  he  had 
at  that  tfioe  Iha  moit  diatant  h4q^  of  ever 


entering  into  a  conmetition  with  the  Kmg 
of  Great  Britain,  But  our  ministers  were 
made  for  rendering  absurdity  fa8hionable« 
As  they  have,  for  these  two  years,  de- 
graded their  roval  master  by  a  quarrel 
with  a  wretched  libeller,  so  now  they 
commit  his  dignity  in  a  contest  with  a 
little  Spanish  officer.  The  terrible  foea 
that  rouse  his  venseance,  are  John  Wilkes, 
and  my  old  friend  Don  Francboo.  What 
ia  this  but  breaking  a  fly  upon  the  wheel, 
or  making  Jupiter  hurl  his  bolts  against  a 
pigmy  i  These  are  the  buzzards,  these  are 
the  owls,  on  which  they  exhaust  the  light- 
ning of  our  royal  eagle  ?  How  much  mora 
honourable  would  it  have  been,  to  have  at 
once  considered  the  king  of  Spain  aa 
the  aggressor,  as  the  dehnquent^  It  ia 
evident,  from  the  coolness  and  delibera* 
tibn  with  which  Don  Francisco  acted, 
that  he  acted  under  the  authority,  and  by 
the  express  command  of  the  courbona. 
If  he  had  not,  he  would,  ere  now,  have 
forfeited  hb  he^d.  Why,  then^  did  not 
our  ministers,  upon  the  &rst  intelligence^ 
deem  this  act  of  hostility  the  most  ex* 
plicit  and  effiectual  declaration  of  war^ 
Why  did  Uiey  not  immediately  arm  the  na- 
tion, and  prepare  for  striking  as  decisive 
a  blow  aa  ttiat  which  secured  us  the  9upe* 
riority  the  last  wigr  i  This  step  would  have 
brought  into  our  ports  their  Newfound* 
land  ships  and  sailors,  and  effisctually 
ruined  their  marine.  Of  this  truth  ne 
person  of  common  sense  can  entertain  the 
least  doubt ;  and,  in  fact,  it  is  allowed  on 
all  hands.  The  most  obstinate  atickler  for 
the  ministry  has  here  nothing  to  aay  in 
their  defence. 

But  instead  of  embracing  this  pntdent* 
this  vieoroua  measure,  they  let  the  affair 
sleep  ror  diree  or  four  months,  as  if  time 
had  no  wings,  as  if  they  could  always  seize 
opportunity  by  the  forelock.  And,  when 
at  last  waked  out  of  their  lethargy,  what 
have  tkey  done  ?  what  harbours  have  they 
improved  ?  what  forts  have  they  repaired  t 
what  cities  have  they  fortified  ?  have  they 
strengthen^  the  lines  at  Quebec?  have 
they  aecured  that  spot,  which,  if  taken  b^ 
the  enemy,  will  ruin  our  fishery,  if  it  is 
not  ^ready  ruined  by  their  indolence, 
timidity  or  Ignorance  f  have  you  taken  any 
measures  for  defending  those  sugar  islands, 
which,  from  their  situiktion,  are  exposed  to 
the  insults  of  the  enemy  f  what  precau- 
tions have  you  taken  mr  the  safety  of 
Gibraltar?  Iknow,  that  when  the  troops 
from  Ireland  arrive,  the  garrison  will  con* 
aist  of  nine  battaUona.     But  whosoever 
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told  you  this  number  would  be  sufficient, 
knows  nothing  of  the  service.  I  am  con- 
fident, that  every  officer  of  judgment  and 
experience,  will  coincide  with  me  in  opi- 
nion. You  see,  then,  where  you  are  vuK 
nerable.  More  instances  might  be  pointed 
out;  but  that  were  impiety*  1  should  hold 
myself  inexcusable,  for  what  I  have  already 
said,  were  I  not  sensible  that  our  enemies 
know  them  as  well  as  we  do.  Such,  then, 
is  the  situation  of  this  country,  to  which 
our  minister,  in  the  course  of  the  last  ses- 
aion,  promised  a  ten  years  peace.  I  stood 
tip  in  my  place,  and  ventured  to  call  his 
prophecy  in  question ;  I  gave  my  reasons, 
Dut  they  were  called  the  suggestions  of 
faction.  The  minister,  trusting  to'  his  own 
sagacity  and  foresight,  paid  no  regard  to 
the  forebodings  of  the  gallant  admiral, 
who  now  sits  at  the  head  of  the  marine  de- 
partment. That  illustrious  seaman,  than 
whom  I  know  not  a  better  officer,  nor  a 
Hiore  excellent  citizen,  declared,  that  who- 
ever occupied  next  year,  the  place  then 
held  by  him,  would  be  forced  to  call  for 
an  augmentation  of  6,000  sailors.  These 
words  shew  that  I  was  not  singular  in  my 
opinion,  and  that  other  respectable  per- 
sons felt  the  approach  of  war.  I  know 
not  vrhat  the  opinion  of  the  minister  may 
be,  but  I  stU^  continue  of  the  same.  I 
smell  war ;  a  calamity  which  might  have 
been  easily  prevented,  had  our  negociators 
acted  with  spirit  and  resolution  in  the  af- 
fair of  Corsica.  I  happened  then  to  be  at 
Paris ;  and  can  with  Uie  greatest  truth  af- 
firm, that  the  French  would  have  deemed 
your  interposition  the  part  of  a  friend. 
Tired  and  exhausted  with  such  an  effusion 
of  blood  and  treasure,  they  would  have 
thanked  you  for  any  honourable  pretence 
to  withdraw  from  that  scene  of  so  many 
disasters.  But  you  acted  then  like  pol- 
troons, and  poltroons  always  bring  upon 
themselves  a  succession  of  insults.  And 
now,  that  like  bullies,  you  hector  and 
bluster,  and  run  swaggering  about,  what 
will  you  do  ? 

**  Quid  dignum  tanto  feret  bic  promiMor  h'alu  ?'> 
"Where  is  there  a  man  among  you  who 
can  make  the  proper  arrangements  for 
war  i  whom  will  you  appoint  commander 
in  chief?  He,  alas !  who  could  fill  that  of- 
fice with  dignity  and  ability,  is  no  more ; 
and  no  friend  of  Britain  will  refuse  his 
memory  a  tear.  For  when  shall  we  see 
his  like  again  ?  regardless  of  money,  and 
.  studious  only  of  true  glory,  he  sought  the 
applause  and  affection  of  his  country,  and 
he  acquired  them.    His  honour  and  in- 
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tegrity  were  unquestioned :  his  coange, 
which  was  of  the  most  ardent  and  decistre 
kind,  and  covered  him  with  kuireU,  lo 
much  the  more  honourable,  thst  he  did 
not  employ  the  weight  and  snthoritj 
thence  derived  to  his  own  prirate  emolu- 
ment,  but  for  the  public  good.  Socb 
virtue,  rare  at  any  time,  was  to  be  doobij 
prized  in  such  an  age  as  this.  Such  ta- 
lents might  have  given  life  and  vigour  to 
our  military  counsels.  But,  snatched  nrsT 
when  we  most  needed  his  heart  sod  im 
hand,  he  is,  alas !  no  more. 

It  is,  however,  some  consolation  tmdcr 
this  distress,  that  we  have  such  an  ibie 
Secretary  at  War!  His  superior  tabts 
will  make  us  amends  for  toe  Ion  of  so 
great  a  character!  That  clearness  for 
which  his  dispatches  are  so  remarkable^  is 
a  sufficient  earnest  for  bis  future  achjere- 
ments !  In  the  last  war,  some  of  his  letten 
to  tlie  governor  of  Gibraltar,  were,  if  I  re- 
member well,  unintelligible;  some  were 
contradictory,  and  all  con&ised  and  per- 
plexed.  Hence  the  loss  of  Minorca.  If 
his  head  produced  such  effects,  when  h^ 
acted  only  an  under  part,  what  may  we 
expect  firom  it,  where  he  is  the  sopreoe 
director  ?  It  is  not  that  the  noble  lord  can- 
not write  with  sufficient  perspicuity,  vbere 
the  question  is  to  destroy  his  Majesty's 
subjects.  There  I  confess  the  power  of 
his  eloquence.  There  he  is  quite  intelli- 
gible. There  he  can  inspire  the  soldien 
with  alacrity.  I  wish  the  ministry  jor  of 
such  a  superintendant  of  the  mihtarj  de- 
partment ;  but  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  pij 
my  country  the  same  compliment 

Lord  Barrington  : 

Sir ;  as  the  House  has  been  pkieed 
to  listen  to  the  charges  brought  agaiist 
me,  I  hope  it  will  hear  a  few  words  in  or 
defence.  Indeed,  if  I  were  sure  of  eqd 
candour  in  other  places,  it  would  be  an 
easy  matter  for  me  to  wipe  oS  eTery  stak 
from  my  character.  But  sinpe  that  n 
rather  to  be  wished  than  expected,  ietoe 
be  satisfied  with  the  testimony  of  a  go^ 
conscience,  and  the  approbation  oi  this 
House.  When  the  whole  parliament  ha 
not  escaped  the  tongue  of  calumny,  vhj 
should  I  be  ashain^  or  sorry  that  at 
name  has  shared  the  common  fiite  of  what- 
ever is  most  sacred  and  venerable  m  tbs 
nation  ?  I  am  content  to  stand  or  fall  witH 
this  illustrious  body,  and  with  the  greater 
and  best  men  our  island  can  boast.  Ha^ 
I  not  been  aspersed,  I  should  have  coo- 
eluded  that  I  waa  deemed  an  abettor  of 
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action  and  sedition;  and  that  1  was  in 
ict,  as  bad  a  man  as  my  accusera  ref>re* 
eot  me. 

Sir,  I  have  been'employed  ten  or  eleven 
ears  in  my  present  oifice.  In  the  course 
f  this  long  service^  which  happened  in 
retty  busy  times,  I  have  written  many 
undredsy  I  had  almost  said  hundreds  of 
lousands,  of  letters.  Of  all  these,  my 
Demies  have  been  able  to  make  excep* 
ons  only  against  two ;  and  had  these  ex* 
eptioDs  been  justly  founded,  where  would 
ave  been  the  wonder  ?  in  such  a  multi- 
licity  of  business,  some  mistakes  are 
ardonable;  the  condition  of  humanity 
squires  some  allowance,  because  no  man 

iui'allible.  My  accuser  seems  to  think 
therwise,  and  has  therefore  cast  the 
rat  stone.  But  what  will  he  gain  by  his 
recipitate  and  unjust  attack?  confusion 
ad  disgrace.  My  dispatches  to  the  go- 
iroor  of  Gibraltar  underwent  the  inspec* 
on  of  a  court-martial,  as  well  as  of  this 
onourable  body.  What  was  the  conse- 
uience  ?  1  stood  acquitted  by  both.  Yet, 
ter  such  an  interval  of  time,  there  is 
and  a  man  hardy  enough  to  call  their 
scision  in  question,  and  to  say,  my  letters 
ere  unintelligible  and  contradictory. 
e  has  forgot,  or  did  not  chuse  to  men- 
DO,  Uiat  the  governor's  conduct  clearly 
oved  that  he  understood  them.  How, 
len,  could  they  be  contradictory?  the 
^urt-martial  entertained  a  different  opi- 
00.  And  whatever  he  may  think  of  liis 
m  judgment,  I  shall  always  hold  it  of 
»  value  than  the  voice  of  the  judicature, 
lich  approved  my  conduct.  He  may  as- 
me  the  name  of  a  patriot ;  yet  I  see  no 
perior  sanctity  in  that  title  to  give  him 
)re  insight  into  this  matter,  than  those 
lose  business  it  was  to  make  it  their  par- 
ular  study.  Patri6tism  is  not  yet,  I 
pe,  the  same  as  inspiration.  By  what 
snnel',  then^  has  he  acquired  his  new 
ht  ?  like  that  of  other  visionaries,  it  will 

found  to  proceed  from  the  dark- 
ithom  of  his  own  monster-teeming  brain. 
4  similar  species  of  justification  is  ap- 
cable  to  the  affiur  of  St.  George's-fielcu. 
devolence,  in  order  to  aid  the  voice  of 
tion  and  sedition,  introduced  it  into  this 
»use.  But  though  the  opposition  was 
at  and  formidable,  the  mover  of.  the 
!stion  could  get  no  more  than  nine  and 
rty  to  divide  with  him  against  me.  Can 
re  be  a  clearer  proof  that  the  accusa- 
1  was  groundless,  and  that  my  conduct, 
lot  praise-worthv,  was  at  least  blame- 
t  i  The  point  will  not  admit  of  the  least 


doubt.  Is  not,  then,  this  new  charge  ra- 
ther an  attack  upon  tlie  House  than  me  ? 
Yes,  certainly ;  and  it  is  no  small  pleasure 
to  me,  that  my  enemies  cannot  wound 
me,  but  through  the  sides  of  such  a  re- 
spectable assembly. 

Sir;  the  honourable  member  laments 
the  loss  of  our  late  commander  in  chief. 
I  join .  in  his  lamentation :  for  I  alwa3^8 
esteemed  and  loved  that  great  man,  and  I 
have  the  best  reasons  to  believe  that  he 
had  the  same  attachment  to  me.  How- 
ever much  divided  in  our  political  senti- 
ments, we  preserved  private  friendship  in- 
violable :  a  circumstance  which  i  think  no 
small  honour  to  myself.  But,  exclaims 
the  hon.  gentleman,  *'  where  shall  we  find 
another?"  I  protest  I  do  not  know.  If 
any  member  can  point  out  a  proper  suc- 
cessor, he  shall  have  my  approbation. 
For  though  the  business  may  be  tolerably 
well  managed  by  the  secretary  at  war  and 
the  adjutant-general,  yet  I  call  upon  any 
gentleman  to  name  a  proper  person  fit  to 
be  commander  in  chief.  However  indus* 
triously  the  last  speaker  thrusts  himself 
forward,  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  he 
is  a  proper  person.  I  have  not  a  good 
enough  opinion  of  his  abilities.  Accord- 
ingly I  will  not  give  my  advice  that  he 
should  be  appointed  successor  to  lord 
Granby. 

Mr.  Burke  •* 

Sir;  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that 
this  House  is  greatly  obliged  to  the  noble 
lord  who  spoke  last.  Instead  of  trusting 
to  the  internal  rectitude  of  his  conduct, 
and  defending  it  upon  that  ground,  he 
makes  you  a  party  concerned,  and  gives 
broad  hints,  that-  if  he  sustains  any  dis- 
grace, you  must  have  your  share  of  it. 
Whatever  his  sins  may  have  been,  you 
have  taken  them  upon  your  own  heads; 
and  he  stands  redeemed  and  justified.  As 
the  ministers  have  frequently  made  the 
King,  he  makes  you  the  propitiatory  sa- 
crifice to  atone  for  his  transgressions. 
This  is  a  compliment  for  which,  I  appre- 
hend, you  will  not  thank  him ;  for,jPure 
and  immaculate  as  you  are,  you  have 
enough  to  do  to  answer  for  your  own  ini- 
quities. I  hope,  therefore,  that,  for  the 
future,  you  will  be  a  little  more  cautious 
in  giving  any  delinouent  the  least  handle 
for  thinking  himselr  acouitted,  while  he  is 
only  not  condemned.  The  apology  now 
made,  ought,  I  am  sure,  to  teach  you  this 
lesson.  For,  though  you  only  forbore  to 
enquire  iiUQ   the  matteri  when  it  was 
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Started  in  din  House,  he  constraet  your 
forbearance  into  an  acquittal. 

When  the  noblelord  reasons  so  logically, 
why  should  it  moVe  my  choler,  that  he 
christens  my  motives  for  bringing  the  af- 
fair before  this  House,  by  the  odious  names 
of  faction  and  sedition  ?  My  motives  are 
of  little  significance ;  but,  whatever  they 
were,  the  act  was  laudable  and  constttu* 
tional.  The  voice  of  the  people  was  loud 
and  importunate  in  its  favour;  and  a  ge- 
nuine representative  ought  to  second  their 
honest  efforts.  N4Mr  ought  the  noble  lord 
to  take  my  conduct  so  much  in  dudgeon. 
I  was  not  the  first  that  accused  him.  I 
only  gave  him  an  opportunltv  of  vindicat- 
ing himself,  if  he  was  traduced.  Why) 
then,  since  he  was  so  innocent,  did  he 
exert  all  his  influence  and  oratory  to  pre- 
vent an  enauiry  f  I  believe  none  in  this 
House  is  dull  enough  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
reason.  Nor  was  I  surpri^d  that,  on  a 
division,  no  more  than  89  joined  me.* 
The  share  which  a  great  personase  had  in 
the  transaction  which  I  arraigned,  render* 
ed  many  patriots,  flaming  enough  at  other 
times,  extremely  backward  on  this  occa- 
sion* The  fear  of  giving  offence  damped 
their  virtue.  A  man  of  more  prudence 
than  I  profess,  would  have  copied  their 
example.  Then,  pei^aps,  I  should  not  be 
accused  of  faction  and  sedition.  But  if 
this  be  faction  and  sedition,  I  shall  be  &C- 
tious  and  seditious  all  my  life.  To  shew 
the  noble  lord  that  I  do  not  repent  of  my 
conduct,  I  here  pledge  myself  to  him,  to 
this  House,  and  to  the  public,  that  I  will 
bring  this  afiair  once  more  into  this  House, 
in  the  course  of  the  present  session.  By 
the  assistance  of  some  fresh  materials, 
which  have  come  into  my  hands,  1  hope 
to  see  it  meet  with  a  fate  very  different 
from  that  which  attended  it  last  year. 
Much,  indeed,  is  not  to  be  expected  firom 
the  complexion  of  this  body.  Vet  I  will  do 
my  duty.  I  will  sow ;  it  is  }  our  part  to 
give  the  increase. 

The  noble  lord  values  himself  greatly 
on  having,  in  such  a  multiplicity  of  ktters, 
written  only  two  that  are  exceptionable. 
But  does  it  follow  that  he  has  been  en«^ 
tirely  blameless,  because  no  more  have 
been  actually  impeached?  I  should  be 
inclined  to  draw  a  quite  different  conclu- 
aion,  and  to  suspect  that  he  must  have  fre- 
quently blundered,  since  he  committed 
such  capital  errors  in  suclw  momentous 
dispatches.    It  is  not  every  day  that  the 
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moat  ignonnt  and  wicked  «ea  will  pape» 
trate  a  capital  crimeu  Norktbimbettt 
proud  of  the  testimony  of  the  couit^oa^ 
tiaL  CourtB-martial,  A  wcH  sshsuntf 
commons,  have  ened.  TbejMtwmm 
infiillible  than  popes  and  coondli.  A 
court-martial  acquitted  Lestock,  aad  a» 
denmed  Matthews.  Buttliepablicpndi 
a  diffisrent  sentence,  and  posterity  ip 
proved  the  verdict.  I  wish  the  noble  lal 
may  not  find  that  his  conduct  will  ialls^ 
der  the  same  predicament. 

Sir;  tomethenoUelocdseeatttotM 
close  in  the  fbot-ateps  of  hb  feUov-b 
bourers  in  the  ministerial  vinejrvd,  aods 
crow  over  us  with  the  same  resioQ  m 
they  tHumph  over  the  AmericHi& 
the  injured  colonists  have  begun  to 
they  conclude  that  their  pomt  is 
and  they  cry  out  victory!  But 
ground  have  they  for  this  eznli 
The  colonists  have  all  along  ooDtini 
true  to  their  grand  original  priaciple.  Ai 
the  ministers  were  not  satined  mkh  k 
Dedaratpiy  Act,  but  reduced  to  pnctia 
a  right,  which  should  have  beendeead 
only  speculative;  as  they  imposed  toq 
upon  certain  articles  of  commerce,  the  c^ 
lonists  discontinued  the  laqMitstioo  i 
these  articles.  As  the  oiiniiten,  i 
their  great  wisdom,  duwe  to  repesl  efSj 
new  tax,  but  that  on  lea»  the  cokais 
chose  to  keep  pace  with  theai  in  m 
scheme  of  reconciliatioD,  and  to  recoa 
mence  the  importation  of  the  artich 
whidi  were  again  freed  of  taxes.  Eoti 
the  ministers  thought  proper,  for  the  sk 
of  preserving  the  right  of  taxation,  toea 
tinue  the  duty  on  tea,  the  oolosiitt,  i 
order  to  deny  this  n^t,  thoagfat  pr^ 
to  continue  their  asaociatioos  for  tbesa 
importation  of  tea.  In  short,  thejt)* 
invariably  regulated  their  conduct  bren 
of  the  ministry.  As  adminktrstion  is 
in  its  pretensions,  Amenca  rose.  As^ 
ministration  rdaxed,  Anaerica  relii^ 
Nor  has  any  advantage  been  yet  p» 
ov^r  them.  Though  tlie  bss  oftfai 
trade,  the  loss  of  their  afibctioia  sad  ^ 
giance,  has  been  haaaided,  the  qaafR>' 
asfisrasever  fromadeterminatioD.  T^ 
have  in  some  measure  copied  thepmdstf 
of  the  king  of  Prussia,  one  ofthemtft  in 
litie  princes  in  Europe.  Whaa  sor  i 
reign  state  lays  a  tax  upon  any  goodtfl 
ported  out  of  his  territofies,  what  does! 
do?  He  immediately  kj9  an  exfun^ 
tax  upon  some  commodity  exportei  ^ 
of  their  country.  The  AnericsitfC»> 
not  dkeoUy  take  this  step,  iwt  therd 
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rbat  was  tantamoQiit ;  they  entered  into  a 
ilemn  agreement  to  import  none  of  the 
ixed  goods. 

Thoa  it  appears,  Sir,  from  this  dedue- 
on,  that  the  ministers  have  no  reason  to 
lume  themselves  upon  the  termination  of 
le  quarrels  wbidi  they  have  revived  in 
.merica,  or  upon  any  assistance  which 
ley  are  likely  to  derive  from  thatquaiter. 
etore  the  Americans  can  heartily  concur 
I  any  measure,  which  it  may  be  neces- 
iry  ror  Great  Britain  to  embrace  at  this 
nctare,  their  g;rievances  must  be  redress- 
I.  The  same  irrefragable  arguments, 
hich  were  applied  by  my  honourable 
lend  to  Great  Britain,  are  equally  ap- 
icable  to  them  and  the  Irish.  Their 
ipport  must  be  purchased  by  the  re- 
oval  of  every  cause  of  discontent.  This 
the  only  magic,  the  only  charm  which 
tn  draw  tneir  affection, 'which  can  cement 
id  unite  the  different  members  of  the 
npire,  and  make  it  act,  as  i(  inspired  by 
lesoul.  Instead,  therefore,  of  charging 
e  Americana  with  **  very  unwarrantable 
actioes,"  and  thus  threatening  tiiem  with 
ercive  measures,  the  minister  ought  to 
ve  immediately  proposed  the  repeal  of 
i  Tea  Act,  and  to  nave  adoj^ed  every 
ler  scheme  of  reconciliation.  Thus  jEbrm- 
by  mutual  confidence  and  attachment, 

0  one  firm  aind  compact  body,  we  may 
ik  our  eneniies  in  the  ihce.  He  who 
res  any  other  advice,  can  hardly  be  an 
nest,  much  less  a  wise  counsellor ;  and 
» minister  who  ootdd  not  see  and  em- 
ice  this  truth,  is  net,  by  his  abilities, 
titled  to  the  station  which  he  occupies, 
r  if  the  Bourbon  confederacy  be  not  an 
ject  of  terror,  it  is  certainly  no  juat  ob- 
t  of  contempt.    He,  there&re,  who  will 

1  strive  to  exert  munst  it  the  whole 
iivided  strength  of  our  empire,  must 
her  be  a  foe  or  a  driveller. 

But,  why  should  we  be  surprised  at  this 
Bcheiy,  when  the  complaints  of  the 
[ple  about  the  MIMesex  Section  re- 
in unregarded  ?  I  do  not  aay  diat  we 
not  a  l^al  House  of  Consmens,  I  do  not 
intenanoe  the  ins<^ence  of  Westminster 
t  the  capital ;  but  I  must  and  will  say, 
t  many  sober  and  good  citizens,  who 
swayed  by  the  authority  of  Locke,  and 
er  constitutienal  poKticiena,  may  have 
ir  doubts  on  this  head.  They  may 
pect  US  to  be  a  House  of  Commons 
Y  dejacio,  and  not  dejure.  When  snch 
opinion  prevails,  Is  it  safe  for  us,  at 
h  a  criticel  period,  to  take  upon  our- 
"es  the  odium  of  imposing  taxes,  and 


aU  the  other  burdens  and  evils  necessarily 
attenditts  upon  a  war  i  None  will  say 
so  but  those  who  are  on  a  par  with  our 
present  ministers  in  policy  and  prudence. 
As  they  have,  by  th^r  cowardice  or  igno- 
rance, involved  us  in  a  war,  they  would, 
by  the  exercise  of  the  same  virtues,  render 
lis  incapable  of  carrying  it  on  with  success. 

Sir,  any  other  men  would  have  foreseen 
Uie  approach  of  this  calamity;  or,  if  blind 
themselves,  would  have  profited  by  the 
sharp-sightedness  of  better  eyes.  They 
had  sufficient  warning  of  the  storm,  which 
now  threatens  to  burst  over  our  heads.  I, 
among  others,  ventured,  from  the  face  of 
the' heaven  to  prognosticate.  But  I  was 
a  **  child  of  faction,'*  and  my  optics  were 
jaundiced  with  discontent.  I  could  not 
read  the  politicid  sky.  Our  wise  rulers, 
easily  believing  what  they  wished,  and 
foreseeing  their  own  fall  in  a  fresh  war, 
would  give  no  ear  to  any  arguments  on 
that  head. '  Nay,  when  they  received  cer- 
tain intelligence  of  die  violence  intended 
by  Spain,  and  saw  that  her  actions  corres- 
pondled  with  the  language  and  pretensions 
of  her  ambassador,  thej^  would  not  believe. 
Had  one  risen  even  uom  the  dead,  they 
would  have  remained  infidels.  Where 
their  interest  is  concerned,  they  will  be 
deaf  and  dumb  andblind.  Their  benumb- 
ed faculties  betray  the  stupor  of  ideots. 
Notwitfaatanding  the  repeated  warnings 
Aey  had  received  of  the  hostile  disposi- 
tk>ns  of  Spain,  they  lay  phinged  in  the 
mostsophe  security.  They  attended  to 
nothing  bat  their  amusements  and  their 
libels,  untU  at  length  your  garrison,  which 
was  driven  from  FaMdand's  island  with  the 
yoke  of  a  capitulation  about  their  neck, 
knocked  at  their  door,  and  told  them  it 
was  war.  Then,  at  broad  noon-day,  they 
opened  their  eyes,  as  if  they  had  been  sur- 
prised at  midmght ;  and,  like  men  between 
sleep  and  awake,  they  ran  about  in  hurry 
and  dismay,  crying  out  war,  and  begging 
^peace;  bullying,  and  submitting:  striking 
their  heads  against  every  thing  they  met; 
incapable  of  distinguishing  foes  from 
friends;  till  at  length  (like  a  poor  skip- 
ping, fidgetting,  fascinated  squirrel,  that 
jumps  for  refuge  into  the  mouth  of  the 
rattle- snake)  they  concluded  their  wild, 
inconsistent  efforts,  by  taking  France  for 
their  mediator.  To  the  mediation  of 
France  they  apply,  in  order  to  accommo- 
date our  differences  with  Spain. 

Sir;  when  this  is  the  manner  in  which 
they  consult  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
Great  Britain,  why  should  we  wonder  that 
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observed  that  we  could  not  shut  up  all  the 
British  dominions  in  the  Tower  of  Lon* 
don.  Will  the  hon.  gentleman  undertake 
to  secure  the  British  dominions  in  their 
whole  extent  from  any  sudden  blow,  in 
case  of  a  war,  with  twice  the  number  of 
troops  that  are  in  British  pay  ?  If  he  will 
stand  forth  and  say  so,  I  think  hi»  courage 
cannot  be  doubted,  whatever  we  may  think 
of  his  wisdom.  As  to  what  has  been  call- 
ed my  prophecy,  I  disclaim  it;  I  said,  that 
I  then  thought  war  at  a  distance,  and  I  still 
say  that  I  had  good  reason  for  thinking 
80 ;  I  mentioned  several  advantages  which 
woukl  accrue  to  Great  Britain  if  the  peace 
(should  last  two  years,  and  ventured,  upon 
the  strength  of  calculation,  to  specify  wnat 
part  of  the  national  debt  would  by  that 
time  be  paid  off.  For  this  I  am  accounta- 
ble, and  am  ready  to  answer  any  charge 
that  shall  be  engrafted  upon  it.  But  as  I 
make  no  pretences  to  infallibility  with  re- 
spect to  any  subject,  much  less  with  re- 
spect to  future  events,  I  can  never  be  said 
to  have  uttered  a  prophecy  when  I  dell- 
▼ered  my  opinion,  nor  to  have  forfeited 
any  claim  of  man  upon  man,  6ven  if  I 
should  appear  to  have  been  mistaken. 

Colonel  Barre  produced  a  copy  of  what 
he  had  called  a  prophecy,  which  he  said 
he  took  in  writing  when  it  was  spoken : 
but  as  lord  North  admitted  that  he  had  de- 
livered it  as  his  opinion,  the  producing  the 
words  in  writing,  answered  no  purpose :  if 
the  dispute  had  been  about  the  purport  of 
what  was  said,  the  written  words  would 
have  determined  it,  but  they  had  no  ten- 
dency to  prove  that  what  was  delivered  as 
opinion,  was  matter  of  reproach  as  a  pre- 
tension to  prophecy. 

Mr.  Burke  also  offered  some  explana- 
tion of  what  he  had  said  concerning  the 
mediation  of  France. 

Sir  Charles  Saunders  observed,  that  as 
the  Address  was  an  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  ministry,  it  would  be  improper 
to  agree  to  it,  before  any  enquiry  had  been 
made  whether  their  conduct  deserved  ap- 
probation: it  was  therefore  his  opinion, 
that  the  captains  of  the  Tamer  and  Fa- 
vourite sloops  should  be  called  to  the  bar, 
and  give  an  account  of  what  the  Spaniards 
had  done,  and  what  infprmatioQ  the  mi- 
nistry had  received. 

Mr.  D<nodestoeU  then  replied : 

Sir;    if  the  minister  had  not  on 
former  occasions  given  me  a  perfect  idea 
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of  his  understanding,  I  should  have  been 
surprized  at  his  manner  of  arguing  to-daj, 
ana  particularly  at  a  conclusion  which  he 
has  just  drawn.  He  says,  that  '*  as  no  pro- 
posal has  been  made  to  amend  the  Address 
he  must  conclude  that  it  has  no  matenal 
imperfections :"  unfortunately  for  him,  or 
for  me,  my  conclusion  b  just  contraoj 
from  the  same  premises.  As  no  proposal 
has  been  made  to  amend  the  Aodress,  I 
conclude  that  it  cannot  be  amen<led ;  that 
it  is  hot  faulty  in  particular  parts,  but  n 
uniformly  and  totally  wrong:  this  is  mj 
reason  for  proposing  no  amendment,  and 
it  may  therefore  naturally  be  supposed  to 
be  the  reason  why  no  amendment  has  been 
proposed  by  others.  Would  not  any  other 
apprehension  than  that  of  the  minister 
have  discovered,  that  the  whole  Address 
was  censured  by  a  censure  of  every  part 
of  that  conduct  which  it  approves  ?  VN  hat 
is  the  Speech  but  a  detaii  of  ministerial 
conduct  ?  And  what  is  the  Address  but 
an  approbation  of  that  speech,  paragraph 
by  paragraph  ?  Every  gentleman,  in  the 
interest  of  his  country,  who  has  spoken  k 
this  day's  debate,  has  proved  the  condoct 
of  ministry  to  be  neither  able  nor  honesL 
They  have  lost  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple, yet  imagine  the  people  will  support 
them ;  they  have  threatened  the  colonies 
with  unrelenting  seventy  in  the  pursuit  of  sa 
unconstitutional  measure  ;  yet  suppose  ve 
shall  suffer  nothing  from  the  alienation  cd 
their  affections:  they  are  ruling  Inrland 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  yet  pretend  tbjt 
they  are  making  no  advances  to  arbitnrj 
government;  they  have  been  blind  and 
improvident  with  respect  to  the  de^ig&s  of 
our  enemies,  and  yet  suppose  that  there  is 
no  danger  of  their  being  carried  into  effect: 
if  this  is  not  weakness,  inconsistenc}',  pn;- 
sumption  and  folly,  let  them  tell  us  ithst 
is. 

Something,  indeed,  they  have  said,  when 
a  reply  to  these  charges  has  been  expect- 
ed, but  it  is  no  more  a  defence  than  the 
pretences  of  a  thief  at  the  bar,  who  vhen 
the  goods  which  he  stole  are  seized  io  his 
custody,  pretends  that  he  found  theas  in 
the  street.  In  answer  to  the  most  material 
charge  indeed  the  minister  has  said  no- 
thing ;  the  whole  party  have  not  bad  saf- 
ficient  invention  to  suggest  one  plausible 
excuse  for  keeping  the  nation  naked  and 
defenceless,  afler  authentic  intelligence  <^* 
the  insidious  designs  of  the  House  ol 
Bourbon  had  been  received. 

Sir,  we  call  ourselves  the  represeotatiTes 
of  the  people;  why,  then,  do  we  not  ej^pres 


1053]  on  the  Address  of  Thanh, 

their  sentiments,  and  echo  their  voice; 
why  do  we  approve  measures  which  they 
condemn,  and  express  confidence  in  mi« 
pisters  whom  they  despise  ?  In  so  base  a 
prostitution  for  selfish  purposes,  so  cruel  a 
treachery  against  the  public,  I  will  never 
concur  ;  and  if  I  cannot  prevent  this  House 
from  becoming  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands 
of  (hat  power  which  it  was  intended  to 
controul,  and  a  screen  for  that  perfidy 
which  it  ought  to  detect,  I  will  at  least 
enter  my  protest  against  it. 

Lord  North  .• 
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Sir ;  it  must,  to  be  sure,  bei  difficult 
for  a  poor  wicked  miniitter,  to  make  liny 
itand  agairrst -such  eloquence  and  such 
virtue  as  the  hon.  gentleman  has  now 
exerted  against  him  :  and  I  confess  my- 
self una!>le  to  add  any  thing  to  the  ai^u- 
ments  which  have  already  been  urged  in 
[Dv  defence,  and  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman and  his  friends  affect  to  treat  as 
whoWy  inconclusive  and  unsatisfactory: 
fet  1  have  heard  of  those  who  neither  see 


mderstand  with  their  hearts :  I  pretend  to 

10  charm  by  which  such  may  be  converted 
ind  healed:  1  can  exhibit  reason  and 
ruth,  but  I  cannot  give  candour  or  under- 
tanding.  I  have  no  miraculous  powers, 
i)d  if  I  had,  I  believe,  I  might  exert  them 

11  to  no  purpose,  except  that  of  multiply- 
f)g  loaves  and  fishes,  the  distribution  of 
^hich,  would,  I  am  persuaded,  have  a  won- 
lerful  effect.  There  is,  however,  one  par- 
icular,  which  among  the  many  topics  that 
ave  been  offered  me,  I  have  overlooked, 
nd  I  am  obliged  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
)r  reminding  me  of  it ;  the  ministry  have 
een  accused  of  tardiness  in  arming  the  na- 
on.  I  remember  a  country  pa  fish  that  was 
C'cused  of  want  of  loyalty  for  not  ringing 
le  ch  u  rch  beils  upon  a  particular  occasion ; 


therefore  no  sailors  were  to  be  had.  Ai 
the  ministry  therefore  could  not  arm  ef- 
fectually, it  was  thought  prudent  not  to 
appear  to  arm  at  aU«  If^  Great  Britain 
had  armed  as  far  as  it  was  in  her  power  in 
June,  France  and  Spain  would  have  done 
the  same,  and  not  being  under  the  same 
disadvantage,  would  have  done  that  e£fec- 
tually  which  we  could  have  done  only  in 
part ;  they  must,  therefore,  have  got  be- 
fore us;  whereas,  making  no  appearance 
of  arming  till  we  could  completely  efiect 
our  purpose,  we  have  got  before  them.  If 
two  men  were  to  run  a  race,  would  either 
of  them  chuse  that  the  signal  for  starting 
should  be  given  before  he  was  able  to  set 
off?  We  knew  that  if  our  adversaries  did 
not  start  before  us,  our  activity  and 
strength  would  give  us  the  advantage. 
But  that  if  they  did,  we  might  not  be  able 
to  overtake  them ;  we  availed  ourselves  of 
this  knowledge,  and  the  event  has  justified 
our  conduct. 

I  have  now,  I  hope,  answered  the  migh- 
ty objection  upon  which  the  hon.  gentle- 


nth  their  eyes,  hear  with  their  ears,-i)«r    man  supposed  «eto  have  been  silent,  be- 


cause it  was  unanswerable;  upon  what 
now  will  the  tooth  of  envy  attempt  to  seize  ? 
Will  the  dull  tool  of  a  desperate  faction, 
with  the  slow  and  frigid  malignity  of  a 
viper,  turn  upon  the  crown  ?  Has  it  not 
opened  its  jaws  upon  the  crown  already  i 
An  Address  is  a  compliment  to  the  throne, 
not  an  approbation  of  a  minister;  if  a  mi- 
nister has  acted  amiss,  there  are  methods 
of  enquiry  and  censure  well  known,  which 
involve  no  other  character.  But  I  leave 
the  virulence  of  faction  to  prey  upon  itself; 
the  hon.  gentleman  ia  too  cold  a  member 
to  make  it  dangerous  to  others. 

Mr.  Dowdeswell : 

Sir ;  I  confess  that  the  noble  lord 
discovers  more  heat,  aye,  and  more  smoke 


iin^9  to  alledge  in  their  justification, 
le  of  which  was  that  their  church  had  no 
^Ils  to  rrag.  My  defence  is  equally  easy, 
le  nation  could  not  have  been  armed 
Miner. 

Every  body,  except  the  gentlemen  in 
le  opposition,  knows,  that  our  fleets  can- 
st he  6tted  out  except  when  our  trade  is 

home,  or  just  coming  home,  because 
ilori»  are  at  no  other  time  to  be  had  :  and 
erv  body  except  the  same  gentlemen 
lows,  that  at  the  time  when  we  are 
largcd  with  having  criminally  neglected 

fit  out  our  fleets,  the  trade  was  neither 


le  parish  officers  said,  that  they  had  many  |  too  than  1.     But  there  may  be  smoke  and 
"    '       *     '^   '     .    .-^  -..       '  heat  without  light:  there  may  be  noise  and 

fury  without  eloquence,  and  confident 
assertions  without  truth.  I  see  a  formida- 
ble phalanx  of  two-legged  arguments  rang- 
ed behind  the  noble  lord,  and  they  may 
indeed  very  well  inspire  him  with,  a  decent 
assurance :  besides,  he  is  of  too  long  stand- 
ing to  be  troubled  with  the  in  fans  pudor  ; 
he  is  an  old  member,  thougn  not  an  old 
man  ;  and  it  ^s  no  wonder,  therefore,  that 
his  confidence  is  great,  and  his  knowledge 
little.  It  is  however  something  extraordi- 
nary, that  with  all  his  excess  of  assurance, 
and  deficiency  of  wit,  he  should  have  ven- 


iiome,  nor  just  coming  homey  and  that  I  turedto  affront  the  House  by  affirming  that 
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observed  that  we  could  not  shut  up  all  the 
British  dominions  in  the  Tower  of  Lon-> 
don.  Will  the  hon-  gentleman  undertake 
to  secure  the  British  dominions  in  their 
whole  extent  from  any  sudden  blow,  in 
case  of  a  war,  with  twice  the  number  of 
troops  that  are  in  British  pay  ?  If  he  will 
stand  forth  and  say  so^  I  think  hi»  courage 
cannot  be  doubted,  whatever  we  may  think 
of  his  wisdom.  As  to  what  has  been  call- 
ed my  prophecy,  I  disclaim  it;  I  siaid,  that 
I  then  thought  warat  adistance,  and  I  still 
say  that  I  bad  good  reason  for  thinking 
80 ;  I  mentiooed  several  advantages  which 
woukl  accrue  to  Great  Britain  if  the  peace 
(should  last  two  years,  and  ventured,  upon 
the  strength  of  cEdculation,  to  specify  wnat 
part  of  the  national  debt  would  by  that 
time  be  paid  off.  For  this  I  am  accoun ta- 
blet and  am  ready  to  answer  any  charge 
that  shall  be  engrafted  upon  it.  But  as  I 
make  no  pretences  to  infallibility  with  re- 
spect to  any  subject,  much  less  with  re- 
spect to  future  events,  I  can  never  be  said 
to  have  uttered  a  prophecy  when  I  deli- 
vered my  opinion,  nor  to  have  forfeited 
any  claim  of  man  upon  man,  6ven  if  I 
should  appear  to  have  been  mistaken. 

Colonel  Barre  produced  a  copy  of  what 
he  had  called  a  prophecy,  which  he  said 
he  took  in  writing  when  it  was  spoken : 
but  as  lord  North  admitted  that  he  had  de- 
livered it  as  his  opinion,  the  producing  the 
words  in  writing,  answered  no  purpose :  if 
the  dispute  had  been  about  the  purport  of 
what  was  said,  the  written  words  would 
have  determined  it,  but  they  had  no  ten- 
dency to  prove  that  what  was  delivered  as 
opinion,  was  matter  of  reproach  as  a  pre- 
tension to  prophecy. 

Mr.  Burke  also  offered  some  explana- 
tion of  what  he  had  said  concerning  the 
mediation  of  France. 

Sir  Charles  Saunders  observed,  that  as 
the  Address  was  an  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  ministry,  it  would  be  improper 
to  agree  to  it,  before  any  enquiry  had  been 
made  whether  their  conduct  deserved  ap- 
probation: it  was  therefore  his  opinion, 
that  the  captains  of  the  Tamer  and  Fa- 
vourite sloops  should  be  called  to  the  bar, 
and  ffive  an  account  of  what  the  Spaniards 
had  done,  and  what  infprmatioQ  the  mi- 
nistry had  received. 

Mr.  Dowdestoell  then  replied : 

Sir;    if  the  minister  had  not  on 
former  occasions  given  me  a  perfect  idea 
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of  his  understanding,  I  should  have  been 
surprized  at  his  manner  of  arguing  to-day, 
ana  particularly  at  a  conclusion  which  he 
has  just  drawn.  He  says,  that  '*  as  no  pro* 
posal  has  been  made  to  amend  the  Address 
he  must  conclude  that  it  has  no  matenii 
imperfections :"  unfortunately  for  him,  or 
for  me,  my  conclusion  b  just  cootrarj 
from  the  same  premises.  As  no  propoal 
has  been  made  to  amend  the  Aodress,  1 
conclude  that  it  cannot  be  amended ;  that 
it  is  hot  faulty  in  particular  parts,  but  ii 
uniformly  and  totfdly  wrong :  this  is  nj 
reason  for  proposing  no  amendment,  and 
it  may  therefore  naturally  be  supposed  to 
be  the  reason  why  no  amendment  has  bees 
proposed  by  others.  Would  not  any  other 
apprehension  than  that  of  the  mioiiter 
have  discovered,  that  the  whole  Addrtss 
was  censured  by  a  censure  of  every  part 
of  that  conduct  which  it  approves  ?  V^lat 
is  the  Speech  but  a  detail  of  ministerul 
conduct  >  And  what  is  the  Address  but 
an  approbation  of  that  speech,  paragraph 
by  paragraph  ?  Every  gentleman,  in  the 
interest  of  his  country,  who  has  spoken  in 
this  day's  debate,  has  proved  the  conduct 
of  ministry  to  be  neither  able  nor  honest. 
They  have  lost  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple, yet  imagine  the  people  will  support 
them ;  they  have  threatened  the  colonies 
with  unrelenting  severity  in  the  pursuit  of  an 
unconstitutional  measure  ;  yet  suppose  we 
shall  suffer  nothing  from  the  alieoatioo  oi 
their  affections:  they  are  ruling  Irdard 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  yet  pretend  tbjt 
they  are  making  no  advances  to  arbitrvv 
government;  they  have  been  blind  and 
improvident  with  respect  to  the  designs  of 
our  enemies,  and  yet  suppose  that  there  is 
no  danger  of  their  being  carried  into  efcct: 
if  this  is  not  weakness,  inconsistency,  prt- 
sumption  and  folly,  let  them  tell  us  whet 
is. 

Something,  indeed,  they  have  said,  wht-a 
a  reply  to  these  charges  has  been  expect- 
ed, but  it  is  no  more  a  defence  than  the 
pretences  of  a  thief  at  the  bar,  who  vheo 
the  goods  which  he  stole  are  seized  io  his 
custody,  pretends  that  he  found  them  in 
the  street.  In  answer  to  the  most  material 
charge  indeed  the  minister  has  said  no- 
thing ;  the  whole  party  have  not  bad  suf- 
ficient invention  to  suggest  one  plausible 
excuse  for  keeping  the  nation  naked  aod^ 
defenceless,  afler  authentic  intelligence  of 
the  insidious  designs  of  the  House  at 
Bourbon  had  been  received. 

Sir,  we  call  ourselves  the  represeotatires 

of  the  people;  why,  then,  do  we  not  exp^ 
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their  sentiments,  and  echo  their  voice; 
why  do  we  approve  measures  which  they 
condemn,  and  express  confidence  in  mi« 
msters  whom  they  despise  ?  In  so  base  a 
prostitution  for  selfish  purposes,  so  cruel  a 
treachery  against  the  public,  I  will  never 
concur  ;  and  if  I  cannot  prevent  this  House 
from  becoming  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands 
of  (hat  power  which  it  was  intended  to 
controul,  and  a  screen  for  that  perfidy 
which  it  ought  to  detect,  I  will  at  least 
enter  my  protest  against  it. 

Lord  North  : 

Sir  ;  it  must,  to  be  sure,  be  difficult 
for  a  poor  wicked  minister,  to  make  9ny 
itand  agdrrst  -mich  eloquence  and  such 
virtue  as  the  hon.  gentleman  has  now 
exerted  against  him  :  and  I  confess  ray- 
Beir  unable  to  add  any  thing  to  the  argu- 
ments which  have  already  been  urged  in 
Riy  defence,  and  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman and  his  fmtids  affect  to  treat  as 
wholly  inconclusive  and  unsatisfactory : 
fet  I  have  heard  of  thof^e  who  neither  see 


therefore  no  sailors  were  to  be  had.  Ai 
the  ministry  therefore  could  not  arm  ef- 
fectually, it  was  thought  prudent  not  to 
appear  to  arm  at  aU«  If  Great  Britain 
had  armed  as  far  as  it  was  in  her  power  in 
June,  France  and  Spain  would  have  done 
the  same,  and  not  being  under  the  same 
disadvantage,  would  have  done  that  effec- 
tually which  we  could  have  done  only  in 
part ;  they  must,  therefore,  have  got  be- 
fore us;  whereas,  making  no  appearance 
of  arming  till  we  could  completely  efiect 
our  purpose,  we  have  got  before  them.  If 
two  men  were  to  run  a  race,  would  either 
of  them  chuse  that  the  signal  for  starting 
should  be  given  before  he  was  able  to  set 
off?  We  knew  that  if  our  adversaries  did 
not  start  before  us,  our  activity  and 
strength  would  sive  us  the  advantage. 
But  that  if  they  did,  we  might  not  be  able 
to  overtake  them ;  we  availed  ourselves  of 
this  knowledgp,  and  the  event  has  justified 
our  conduct. 

I  have  now,  I  hope,  answered  the  migh- 
ty objection  upon  which  the  hon.  gentle- 


vhh  their  eyes,  hear  with  their  ears,  fior    man  supposed  «e to  have  been  silent,  be- 


mderstand  with  their  hearts :  I  pretend  to 
)o  charm  by  which  such  may  be  converted 
md  healed :  1  can  exhibit  reason  and 
ruth,  but  I  cannot  give  candour  or  under- 
tanding.  I  have  no  miraculous  powers, 
nd  if  I  had,  I  believe,  I  might  exert  them 
II  to  no  purf>oSe,  except  that  of  multiply- 
ng  loaves  and  fishes,  the  distribution  of 
^hich,  would,  i  am  persuaded,  have  a  won- 
lerf ul  effect.  There  is,  however,  one  par- 
icular,  which  among  the  many  topics  that 
ave  been  offered  me,  I  have  overlooked, 
nd  1  am  obliged  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
)r  reminding  me  of  it ;  the  ministry  have 
een  accused  of  tardiness  in  arming  the  na- 
on.  I  remember  a  country  papsh  that  was 
[reused  of  want  of  loyalty  for  not  ringing 
le  church  bells  upon  a  particular  occasion; 
le  parish  officers  said,  that  they  had  many 
\inft»  to  alledge  in  their  justification, 
ie  of  which  was  that  their  church  had  no 
^lls  to  rmg.  My  defence  is  equally  easy, 
le  nation  could  not  have  been  armed 
Miner. 

Every  body,  except  the  gentlemen  in 
te  opposition,  knows,  that  our  fleets  can- 
st be  6tted  out  except  when  our  trade  is 

hoitte,  or  just  coming  home,  because 
ilors  are  at  no  other  time  to  be  had :  and 
vry  bcxlv  except  the  same  gentlemen 
lows,  tbat  at  the  time  when  we  are 
lar^cd  with  having  criminally  neglected 

fit  out  our  fleets,  the  trade  was  neither 

home,  nor  just  coining  homey  and  that  I  tared  to  affront  the  House  by  affirming  that 


cause  it  was  unanswerable;  upon  what 
now  will  the  tooth  of  envy  attempt  to  seize  ? 
Will  the  dull  tool  of  a  desperate  faction, 
with  the  slow  and  frigid  malignity  of  a 
viper,  turn  upon  the  crown  ?  Has  it  not 
opened  its  jaws  upon  the  crown  already  i 
An  Address  is  a  compliment  to  the  throne, 
not  an  approbation  of  a  minister;  if  a  mi- 
nister has  acted  amiss,  there  are  methods 
of  enquiry  and  censure  well  known,  which 
involve  no  other  character.  But  I  leave 
the  virulence  of  faction  to  prey  upon  itself; 
the  hon.  gentleman  is  too  cold  a  member 
to  make  it  dangerous  to  others. 

Mr.  DovodesvoeU  : 

Sir ;  I  confess  that  the  noble  lord 
discovers  more  heat,  aye,  and  more  smoke 
too  than  I.  But  there  may  be  smoke  and 
heat  without  light :  there  may  be  noise  and 
fury  without  eloquence,  and  confident 
assertions  without  truth.  I  see  a  formida- 
ble phalanx  of  two-legged  arguments  rang- 
ed behind  the  noble  lord,  and  they  may 
indeed  very  well  inspire  him  with  a  decent 
assurance :  besides,  he  is  of  too  long  stand- 
ing to  be  troubled  with  the  in  fans  jpudor  ; 
he  is  an  old  member,  thougn  not  an  old 
man  ;  and  it  \fi  no  wonder,  therefore,  that 
his  confidence  is  great,  and  his  knowledge 
little.  It  is  however  something  extraordi- 
nary, that  with  all  his  excess  of  assurance, 
and  deficiency  of  wit,  he  should  have  ven- 
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observed  that  we  could  not  shut  up  all  the 
British  dominions  in  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don. Will  the  hon-  gentleman  undertake 
to  secure  the  British  dominions  in  their 
whole  extent  from  any  sudden  blow,  in 
case  of  a  war,  with  twice  the  number  of 
troops  that  are  in  British  pay  ?  If  he  will 
staud  forth  and  say  so,  I  think  his  courage 
cannot  be  doubted,  whatever  we  may  think 
of  his  wisdom.  As  to  what  has  been  call- 
ed my  prophecy,  I  disclaim  it;  I  siaid,  that 
I  then  thought  war  at  adistance,  and  I  still 
say  that  I  had  good  reason  for  thinking 
80 ;  I  mentioned  several  advantages  which 
woukl  accrue  to  Great  Britain  if  the  peace 
should  last  two  years,  and  ventured,  upon 
the  strength  of  CJEdculation,  to  specify  wnat 
part  of  the  national  debt  would  by  that 
time  be  paid  off.  For  this  I  am  accounta- 
ble, and  am  ready  to  answer  any  charge 
that  shall  be  engrafted  upon  it.  But  as  I 
make  no  pretences  to  infallibility  with  re- 
spect to  any  subject,  much  less  with  re^ 
spect  to  future  events,  I  can  never  be  said 
to  have  uttered  a  prophecy  when  I  deli- 
▼ered  my  opinion,  nor  to  have  forfeited 
any  claim  of  man  upon  man,  even  if  I 
ahould  appear  to  have  been  mistaken. 

Colonel  BarrS  produced  a  copy  of  what 
he  had  called  a  prophecy,  which  he  said 
he  took  in  writing  when  it  was  spoken : 
but  as  lord  North  admitted  that  he  had  de- 
livered it  as  his  opinion,  the  producing  the 
words  in  writing,  answered  no  purpose :  if 
the  dispute  had  been  about  the  purport  of 
what  was  said,  the  written  words  would 
have  determined  it,  but  they  had  no  ten- 
dency to  prove  that  what  was  delivered  as 
opinion,  was  matter  of  reproach  as  a  pre- 
tension to  prophecy. 

Mr.  Burke  also  offered  some  explana- 
tion of  what  he  had  said  concerning  the 
mediation  of  France. 

Sir  Charles  Saunders  observed,  that  as 
the  Address  was  an  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  ministry,  it  would  be  improper 
to  agree  to  it,  before  any  enquiry  had  been 
made  whether  their  conduct  deserved  ap- 
probation: it  was  therefore  his  opinion, 
that  the  captains  of  the  Tamer  and  Fa- 
vourite sloops  should  be  called  to  the  bar, 
and  ffive  an  account  of  what  the  Spaniards 
had  done,  and  what  informatioQ  the  mi- 
nistry had  received. 

Mr.  DowdestoeQ  then  replied : 

Sir;   if  the  minister  had  not  on 
former  occasions  given  me  a  perfect  idea 
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of  his  understanding,  I  should  have  been 
surprized  at  his  manner  of  arguing  to-daj, 
ana  particularly  at  a  conclusion  which  he 
has  just  drawn.  He  says,  that "  as  no  pro- 
posal has  been  made  to  amend  the  Address 
he  must  conclude  that  it  has  no  mateiial 
imperfections  :"  unfortunately  for  him,  or 
for  me,  my  conclusion  is  just  contrtry 
from  the  same  premises.  As  no  proposii 
has  been  made  to  amend  the  Aodress,  I 
conclude  that  it  cannot  be  amended;  tbit 
it  is  hot  faulty  in  particular  parts,  but  is 
uniformly  and  totally  wrong:  this  is  mj 
reason  for  proposing  no  amendment,  aod 
it  may  therefore  naturally  be  supposed  to 
be  the  reason  why  no  amendment  has  bees 
proposed  by  others.  Would  not  any  other 
apprehension  than  that  of  the  mbUter 
have  discovered,  that  the  whole  Addnas 
was  censured  by  a  censure  of  every  part 
of  that  conduct  which  it  approves?  Uiut 
is  the  Speech  but  a  detail  of  ministerial 
conduct  ?  And  what  is  the  Addresi  bat 
an  approbation  of  that  speech,  paragraph 
by  paragraph  ?  Every  gentleman,  in  the 
interest  of  his  country,  who  has  spoken  b 
this  day's  debate,  has  proved  the  codiIuiI 
of  ministry  to  be  neither  able  nor  hooest. 
They  have  lost  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple, yet  imagine  the  people  will  support 
them;  they  have  threatened  thecoloaies 
with  unrelenting  severity  inthepursuitofiQ 
unconstitutional  measure  ;  yet  suppose  ve 
shall  suffer  nothing  from  the  alienation  of 
their  affections :  they  are  ruling  Irdiod 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  yet  pretend  iU 
they  are  making  no  advances  to  arbitrari 
government ;  tliey  have  been  blind  and 
improvident  with  respect  to  the  designs  d 
our  enemies,  and  yet  suppose  that  there  is 
no  danger  of  their  being  carried  into  effect: 
if  this  is  not  weakness,  inconsistency,  pre 
sumption  and  folly,  let  them  tell  us  «iu: 
is. 

Something,  indeed,  they  have  said,  wka 
a  reply  to  these  charges  has  been  exptct* 
ed,  out  it  is  no  more  a  defence  than  thf 
pretences  of  a  thief  at  the  bar,  who  vb£i» 
the  goods  which  he  stole  are  seized  io  \f 
custody,  pretends  that  he  found  themia 
the  street.  In  answer  to  the  most  materiil 
charge  indeed  the  minister  has  said  D(h 
thing  ;  the  whole  party  have  not  had  suN 
ficlent  invention  to  suggest  one  plau^ih^ 
excuse  for  keeping  the  nation  naked  m 
defenceless,  after  authentic  intelligence  oi 
the  insidious  designs  of  the  House  ot 
Bourbon  had  been  received. 

Sir,  we  call  ourselves  the  representatire 
of  the  people;  why,  then,  do  we  not  expr«» 
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tbeir  sentiments,  and  echo  their  voice; 
why  do  we  approve  measures  which  tbev 
condemn^  and  express  confidence  in  mi- 
nisters  whom  they  despise  ?  In  so  base  a 
prostitution  for  selfish  purposes,  so  cruel  a 
treachery  against  the  public,  I  will  never 
concur  ;  and  if  I  cannot  prevent  this  House 
from  becoming  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands 
of  (hat  power  which  it  was  intended  to 
controul,  and  a  screen  for  that  perfidy 
which  it  ought  to  detect,  I  will  at  least 
enter  my  protest  against  it. 

Lord  North  : 


A.  D.  1770- 


[1054 


therefore  no  sailors  were  to  be  had.  At 
the  ministry  therefore  could  not  arm  ef- 
fectually, it  was  thought  prudent  not  to 
appear  to  arm  at  aU«  If  Great  Britain 
had  armed  as  far  as  it  was  in  her  power  in 
June,  France  and  Spain  would  have  done 
the  same,  and  not  being  under  the  same 
disadvantage,  would  have  done  that  e£fec- 
tually  which  we  could  have  done  only  in 
part ;  they  must,  therefore,  have  got  be- 
fore us;  whereas,  making  no  appearance 
of  arming  till  we  could  completely  effect 
our  purpose,  we  have  got  before  them.  If 
two  men  were  to  run  a  race,  would  either 
of  them  chuse  that  the  signal  for  starting 
should  be  given  before  he  was  able  to  set 
off?  We  knew  that  if  our  adversaries  did 
not  start  before  us,  our  activity  and 
strength  would  give  us  the  advantage. 
But  that  if  they  did,  we  might  not  be  able 
to  overtake  them ;  we  avaHed  ourselves  of 
this  knowledgp,  and  the  event  has  justified 
our  conduct 

I  have  now,  I  hope,  answered  the  migh- 
ty objection  upon  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man  suppoifld  me  4o  have  been  silent,  be- 
cause it  was  unanswerable;  upon  what 
now  will  the  tooth  of  envy  attempt  to  seize? 
Will  the  dull  tool  of  a  desperate  faction, 
with  the  slow  and  frigid  malignity  of  a 
viper,  turn  upon  the  crown  ?  Has  it  not 
opened  its  jaws  upon  the  crown  already  i 
An  Address  is  a  compliment  to  the  throne. 


Sir ;  it  mu<$t,  to  be  sure,  be  difficult 
for  a  poor  wicked  minif^ter,  to  make  any 
stand  agatrrst  -such  Sequence  and  such 
rirtiie  as  the  hon.  gentleman  has  now 
exerted  against  him  :  and  I  confess  ray- 
seir  unable  to  add  any  thing  to  the  ai^u- 
Dients  which  have  already  been  urged  in 
ny  defence,  and  which  the  hon.  gen* 
tieman  and  his  fnends  affect  to  treat  as 
wholly  inconclusive  and  unsatisfactory : 
ret  I  have  heard  of  those  who  neither  see 
rith  their  eyes,  hear  with  their  eBrB,-f»er 
mderstand  with  their  hearts:  I  pretend  to 
10  cliarm  by  which  such  may  be  converted 
ind  healed:  I  can  exhibit  reason  and 
ruth,  but  I  cannot  give  candour  or  under- 
landing.  I  have  no  miraculous  powers, 
iml  if  I  had,  I  believe,  I  might  exert  them 
Ji  to  no  purpose,  except  that  of  multiply- 
ng  loaves  and  fishes,  the  distribution  of    not  an  approbation  of  a  minister;  if  a  mi- 


nister has  acted  amiss,  there  are  methods 
of  enquiry  and  censure  well  known,  which 
involve  no  other  character.  But  I  leave 
the  virulence  of  faction  to  prey  upon  itself; 
the  hpn.  gentleman  is  too  cold  a  member 
to  make  it  dangerous  to  others. 

Mr.  Dotodeswell : 

Sir ;  I  confess  that  the  noble  lord 
discovers  more  heat,  aye,  and  more  smoke 
too  than  I.  But  there  may  be  smoke  and 
heat  without  light :  there  may  be  noise  and 
fury  without  eloquence,  and  confident 
assertions  without  truth.  I  see  a  formida- 
ble phalanx  of  two-legged  arguments  rang- 
ed behind  the  noble  lord,  and  they  may 
indeed  very  well  inspire  him  with  a  decent 
assurance :  besides,  he  is  of  too  long  stand- 
ing to  be  troubled  with  the  in  fans  jfudor  ; 
he  is  an  old  member,  thougn  not  an  old 
man  ;  and  it  ]|S  no  wonder,  therefore,  that 
his  confidence  is  great,  and  his  knowledge 
little.  It  is  however  something  extraordi- 
nary, that  with  all  his  excess  of  assurance, 
and  deficiency  of  wit,  he  should  have  ven- 


rhich,  would,  I  am  persuaded,  have  a  won- 
lerf 111  effect.  There  is,  however,  one  par- 
icular,  which  among  the  many  topics  that 
lave  been  offered  me,  I  have  overlooked, 
nd  1  am  obliged  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
or  reminding  me  of  it ;  the  ministry  have 
een  accused  of  tardiness  in  arming  the  na* 
ion.  I  remember  a  country  parish  that  was 
ccused  of  want  of  loyalty  for  not  ringing 
ie  ch  u  rch  bells  upon  a  particular  occasion ; 
le  parish  officers  said,  that  they  had  many 
\\n^9  to  alledge  in  their  justification, 
ne  of  which  was  that  their  church  had  no 
ells  to  rrag.  My  defence  is  equally  easy, 
le  nation  could  not  have  been  armed 
)oner. 

Every  body,  except  the  gentlemen  in 
le  opposition,  knows,  that  our  fleets  can- 
ot  he  fitted  out  except  when  our  trade  is 
;  home,  or  just  coming  home,  because 
lilors  are  at  no  other  time  to  be  had  :  and 
^'ery  body  except  the  same  gentlemen 
[lows,  that  at  the  time  when  we  are 
barged  with  having  criminal^  neglected 
I  fit  out  our  fleets,  the  trade  was  neither 

home,  nor  just  coming  homey  and  that  I  tared  to  affront  the  House  by  affirming  that 
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observed  that  we  could  not  shut  up  all  the 
British  dominions  in  the  Tower  of  Lon-* 
don.  Will  the  hon-  gentleman  undertake 
to  secure  the  Britisli  dominions  in  their 
whole  extent  from  any  sudden  blow,  in 
case  of  a  war,  with  twice  the  number  of 
troops  that  are  in  British  pay  ?  If  he  will 
stand  forth  and  say  so,  I  think  his  courage 
cannot  be  doubted,  whatever  we  may  think 
of  his  wisdom.  As  to  what  has  been  call- 
ed my  prophecy,  I  disclaim  it;  I  said,  tliat 
I  then  thought  war  at  a  distance,  and  I  still 
say  that  I  had  good  reason  for  thinking 
80 ;  I  mentioned  several  advantages  which 
woukl  accrue  to  Great  Britain  if  the  peace 
should  last  two  years,  and  ventured,  upon 
the  strength  of  cEdculation,  to  specify  wnat 
part  of  the  national  debt  would  by  that 
time  be  paid  off.  For  this  I  am  accounta- 
ble, and  am  ready  to  answer  any  charge 
that  shall  be  engrafted  upon  it.  But  as  I 
make  no  pretences  to  infallibility  with  re- 
spect to  any  subject,  much  less  with  re- 
spect to  future  events,  I  can  never  be  said 
to  have  uttered  a  prophecy  when  I  deli- 
vered my  opinion,  nor  to  have  forfeited 
any  claim  of  man  upon  man,  even  if  I 
should  appear  to  have  been  mistaken. 

Colonel  BarrS  produced  a  copy  of  what 
he  had  called  a  prophecy,  which  he  said 
he  took  in  writing  when  it  was  spoken : 
but  as  lord  North  admitted  that  he  had  de- 
livered it  as  bis  opinion,  the  producing  the 
words  in  writing,  answered  no  purpose :  if 
the  dbpute  had  been  about  the  purport  of 
what  was  said,  the  written  words  would 
have  determined  it,  but  they  had  no  ten- 
dency to  prove  that  what  was  delivered  as 
opinion,  was  matter  of  reproach  as  a  pre- 
tension to  prophecy. 

Mr.  Burke  also  offered  some  explana- 
tion of  what  he  had  said  concerning  the 
mediation  of  France. 

Sir  Charles  Saunders  observed,  that  as 
the  Address  was  an  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  ministry,  it  would  be  improper 
to  agree  to  it,  before  any  enquiry  had  been 
made  whether  their  conduct  deserved  ap- 
probation: it  was  therefore  his  opinion, 
that  the  captains  of  the  Tamer  and  Fa- 
vourite sloops  should  be  called  to  the  bar, 
and  ff  ive  an  account  of  what  the  Spaniards 
had  done,  and  what  infprmatioi^  the  mi- 
nistry had  received. 

Mr.  DawdesmeU  then  replied : 

Sir;    if  the  minister  had  not  on 
former  occasions  given  me  a  perfect  idea 
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of  his  understanding,  I  should  have  been 
surprized  at  his  manner  of  arguing  to-day, 
ana  particularly  at  a  conclusion  which  he 
has  just  drawn.  He  says,  that "  as  no  pro- 
posal has  been  made  to  amend  the  Address 
he  must  conclude  that  it  has  no  material 
imperfections :"  unfortunately  for  him,  or 
for  me,  my  conclusion  is  just  contraij 
from  the  same  premises.  As  no  proposd 
has  been  made  to  amend  the  Aodress,  I 
conclude  that  it  cannot  be  amended;  that 
it  is  hot  faulty  in  particular  parts,  but  k 
uniformly  and  totally  wrong:  this  is  nj 
reason  for  proposing  no  amendment,  aod 
it  may  therefore  naturally  be  supposed  to 
be  the  reason  why  no  amendment  has  beea 
proposed  by  others.  Would  not  any  other 
apprehension  than  that  of  the  minister 
have  discovered,  that  the  whole  Addrta 
was  censured  by  a  censure  of  every  part 
of  that  conduct  which  it  approves  ?  \\  hat 
is  the  Speech  but  a  detail  of  mioisteml 
conduct  ?  And  what  is  the  Address  bat 
an  approbation  of  that  speech,  paragraph 
by  paragraph  ?  Every  gentleman,  in  the 
interest  of  his  country,  who  has  spoken  in 
this  day's  debate,  has  proved  the  conduct 
of  ministry  to  be  neither  able  nor  hooesl 
They  have  lost  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple, yet  imagine  the  people  will  support 
them ;  they  have  threatened  the  coloQies 
with  unrelenting  severity  inthepursuitofao 
unconstitutional  measure ;  yet  suppose  %i 
shall  suffer  nothing  from  the  alienation  of 
their  affections :  they  are  ruling  Irtbd 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  yet  pretend  tint 
they  are  making  no  advances  to  arbitnrj 
government ;  they  have  been  bliou  and 
improvident  with  respect  to  the  de^igu  of 
our  enemies,  and  yet  suppo^  that  there  is 
no  danger  of  their  being  carried  into  effi^: 
if  this  is  not  weakness,  inconsistenc)',  pre* 
sumption  and  folly,  let  them  tell  us  vha: 
is. 

Something,  indeed,  they  have  said,  whcu 
a  reply  to  these  charges  has  been  expect- 
ed, but  it  is  no  more  a  defence  than  d^ 
pretences  of  a  thief  at  the  bar,  who  vb*^ 
the  goods  which  he  stole  are  seised  in  hi> 
custody,  pretends  that  he  found  them  io 
the  street.  In  answer  to  the  most  material 
charge  indeed  the  minister  has  said  d> 
thing ;  the  whole  party  have  not  had  ^ut- 
ficient  invention  to  suggest  one  plausible 
excuse  for  keeping  the  nation  naked  and 
defenceless,  after  authentic  intelligence  at 
the  insidious  designs  of  the  House  o^ 
Bourbon  had  been  received. 

Sir,  we  call  ourselves  the  represenutires 
of  the  people ;  why,  then,  do  we  not  e^pr^s 
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their  sentiments,  and  echo  their  voice; 
why  do  we  approve  measures  which  they 
condemn,  and  express  confidence  in  mi- 
Qisters  whom  they  despise  ?  in  so  base  a 
prostitution  for  selfish  purposes,  so  cruel  a 
treachery  against  the  public,  I  will  never 
concur ;  and  if  I  cannot  prevent  this  House 
from  becoming  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands 
of  that  power  which  it  was  intended  to 
controul,  and  a  screen  for  that  perfidy 
which  it  ought  to  detect,  1  will  at  least 
enter  my  protest  against  it. 

Lord  North  : 

Sir  ;  it  mu<;t,  to  be  sure,  be  difficult 
for  a  poor  wicked  minii^ter,  to  make  9ny 
sta!id  agarnst  -^tich  -eloquence  and  such 
virtue  as  the  hon.  gentleman  has  now 
exerted  against  him  :  and  I  confess  my- 
self unable  to  add  any  thing  to  the  argu- 
ments which  have  already  been  urged  in 
my  defence,  and  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman and  his  -fn«tids  affect  to  treat  as 
wholly  inconclusive  and  unsatisfactory: 
jret  1  have  heard  of  those  who  neither  see 
with  their  eyes,  hear  with  their  eBrs,-f»er 
iinderj^tand  with  their  hearts :  I  pretend  to 
ao  cliarm  by  which  such  may  be  converted 
ind  healed :  1  can  exhibit  reason  and 
:ruth,  but  I  cannot  give  candour  or  under- 
tfanding.  I  have  no  miraculous  powers, 
md  if  I  had,  I  believe,  I  might  exert  them 
ill  to  no  purpose,  except  that  of  multiply- 
ng  loaves  and  fi$«hes,  the  distribution  of 
rhich,  would,  1  am  persuaded,  have  a  won- 
lerful  effect.  There  is,  however,  one  par- 
icular,  which  among  the  many  topics  that 
lavu  been  oflTered  roe,  I  have  overlooked, 
nd  I  am  obliged  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
or  reminding  me  of  it ;  the  ministry  have 
een  accused  of  tardiness  in  arming  the  na- 
lon.  I  remember  a  country  parish  that  was 
ecused  of  want  of  loyalty  for  not  ringing 
ie  church  bells  upon  a  particular  occasion; 
ie  parish  officers  said,  that  they  had  many 
lin^s  to  alledge  in  their  justification, 
ne  of  which  was  that  their  church  had  no 
ells  to  rhig.  My  defence  is  equally  easy, 
le  nation  could  not  have  been  armed 
)oner. 

Every  body,  except  the  gentlemen  in 
te  opposition,  knows,  that  our  fleets  can- 
st be  fitted  out  except  when  our  trade  is 
lionie,   or  just  coming  home,  because 
lilors  are  at  no  other  time  to  be  had :  and 
fory  body  except  the  same  gentlemen 
lows,    that  at   the  time  when   we  are 
)ar^ed  with  having  criminally  neglected 
fit  out  our  fleets,  the  trade  was  neither 
iiomey  nor  just  coining  homei  and  that 


therefore  no  sailors  were  to  be  had.  As 
the  ministry  therefore  could  not  arm  ef- 
fectually, it  was  thought  prudent  not  to 
appear  to  arm  at  al).  If  Great  Britain 
had  armed  as  far  as  it  was  in  her  power  in 
June,  France  and  Spain  would  have  done 
the  same,  and  not  being  under  the  same 
disadvantage,  would  have  done  that  e£fec- 
tually  which  we  could  have  done  only  in 
part ;  they  must,  therefore,  have  got  be- 
fore us;  whereas,  making  no  appearance 
of  arming  till  we  could  completely  effect 
our  purpose,  we  have  got  before  them.  If 
two  men  were  to  run  a  race,  would  either 
of  them  chuse  that  the  signal  for  starting 
should  be  given  before  he  was  able  to  set 
off^?  We  knew  that  if  our  adversaries  did 
not  start  before  us,  our  activity  and 
strength  would  ^ive  us  the  advantage. 
But  that  if  they  did,  we  might  not  be  Me 
to  overtake  them ;  we  availed  ourselves  of 
this  knowledge,  and  the  event  has  justified 
our  conduct. 

I  have  now,  I  hope,  answered  the  migh- 
ty objection  upon  which  the  hon.  gentle<- 
man  supposed  me  to  liave  been  silent,  be* 
cause  it  was  unanswerable;  upon  what 
now  will  the  tooth  of  envy  attempt  to  seize  ? 
Will  the  dull  tool  of  a  desperate  faction, 
with  the  slow  and  frigid  malignity  of  a 
viper,  turn  upon  the  crown  ?  Has  it  not 
opened  its  jaws  upon  the  crown  already  ? 
An  Address  is  a  compliment  to  the  throne, 
not  an  approbation  of  a  minister;  if  a  mi- 
nister has  acted  amiss,  there  are  methods 
of  enquiry  and  censure  well  known,  which 
involve  no  other  character.  But  I  leave 
the  virulence  of  fiiction  to  prey  upon  itself; 
I  the  hon.  gentleman  is  too  cold  a  member 
to  make  it  dangerous  to  others. 

Mr.  Dowdesxvell  •• 

Sir ;  I  confess  that  the  noble  lord 
discovers  more  heat,  aye,  and  more  smoke 
too  than  I.  But  there  may  be  smoke  and 
heat  without  light :  there  may  be  noise  and 
fury  without  eloquence,  and  confident 
assertions  without  truth.  I  see  a  formida- 
ble phalanx  of  two-legged  arguments  rang- 
ed behind  the  noble  lord,  and  they  may 
indeed  very  well  inspire  him  with,  a  decent 
assurance :  besides,  he  is  of  too  long  stand- 
ing to  be  troubled  with  the  irifans  pidor  ; 
he  is  an  old  member,  thougn  not  an  old 
man  ;  and  it  ]|s  no  wonder,  therefore,  that 
his  confidence  is  great,  and  his  knowledge 
little.  It  is  however  something  extraordi- 
nary, that  with  all  his  excess  of  assurance, 
and  deficiency  of  wit,  he  should  have  ven* 
tured  to  affront  the  House  by  affirming  that 
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the  negociation  for  the  very  purpose  of 
making  fresh  encroachments;  the  noble 
doke  may  amuse  himself  with  the  supposi- 
tion of  this  or  any  other  absurdity ;  but  I 
am  satisfied  the  supposition  will  have  no 
weight  with  this  House ;  if  the  Falkland 
rock  ha^  furnished  both  kingdoms  with  so 
aeriotts  a  matter  of  consideration;  if  Spain 
aeea  that  we  are  not  to  be  deprived  of  so 
iDsignificaat  an  object^  without  satisfac^ 
tioBy  and  if  she  sees  us  already  encreasing 
our  armaments  for  the  end  of  exacting  any 
justice  by  force,  which  is  denied  to  us  by 
treaty ;  she  must  know  that  giving  us  a 
new  cause  of  complaint^  will  be  deemed  a 
commencement  of  hostilities.  She  will 
therefore  have  a  regard  for  herself,  how- 
ever she  may  wish  to  distress  us ;  and  will 
be  cautious  from  prudence,  if  Ae  is  not 
even  honest  from  indinalion. 

My  lords,  the  noble  duke  expresses  him* 
•elf  highly  concerned  for  the  honour  ef 
his  country,  and  thinks  that  this  honour 
has  been  infamously  betrayed  by  admini»- 
inition ;  the  folly  or  treadiery  of  the  mi- 
nisters, savs  his  grace,  is  surprizing,  in 
not  accepting  of  the  augmentation  of  sea- 
men proposed  and  urged  by  the  lords  in 
opposition,  early  in.  the  last  session ;  the 
aupineness  or  treachery  of  the  ministers  is 
alsosurprixingyin  not  arming  early  in  June, 
when  they  heard  of  our  people  being  or- 
dered to  evacuate  the  Falkland  islands; 
end  above  all,  the  feebl&[ie8s  of  our  arma- 
ment»  as  well  as  the  disgraceful  situation 
of  the  crown,  in  tamely  submitting  to  such 
an  indignity,  is  surprising ;  in  met,  my 
lords,  if  his  grace's  word  is  to  be  relied  on» 
the  ministry  have  been  all  this  time  sa- 
crificing the  ^orv  of  their  sovereign,  and 
the  happiness  or  their  countrv ;  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  have  oeen  their 
confederates  in  the  turpitude,  and  the 
King,  together  with  a  prodigi<)us  majority 
of  the  landed  as  well  as  the  monied  inte- 
rest, have  been  industrious  to  sacrifice 
their  own  welfiu^,  and  open  a  long  scene 
of  misery  for  their  unhappy  posterity. 

To  seC  the  noble  duke  nowever  right  in 
thb  point,  who  affirms  so  peremptorily, 
that  the  honour  of  the  nation  has  been 
infamously  neglected;  I  must  beg  your 
lordships'  permission  to  inform  him,  that 
the  moment  certain  intelliirence  arrived, 
of  our  having  cause  to  find  fault,  a  spirited 
resolution  was  taken  to  demand  sadsfiic- 
tion.  The  honour  of  the  nation,  as  well 
as  the  prosperity,  made  it  necessary  to  de- 
mand this  satisraction  peaceably ;  alterca- 
lions  often  rise  between  kingdomS|  through 


the  negligence,  theignoranoe|Ortheiogo. 
ience  of  officers,  where  there  is  era  m 
intention  whatever  of  a  quarrel  betvm 
their  governments.  Our  own  offcen  hafc 
-not,  at  all  times,  behaved  so  circnnupectijf 
but  our  neighbours  have  had  occasiooto 
be  offended ;  to  ^maintain  the  honour  of 
the  nation,  therefore,  it  was  requisite  to 
act  with  common  understanding;  itvu 
necessary  before  we  resented,  to  bm 
how  &r  we  had  a  warrantable  right  to  re- 
sent ;  it  was  necessary  to  know  wbetb 
Don  Francisco  Buccarelli^  or  the  Spttnd 
court  was  to  blame;  when  this  point vai 
determined,  the  system  to  be  adopted  ws 
obvious  I  if  the  Spaniard  was  not  to  be 
argued  into  justice,  he  waa  to  be  coo* 
polled;  with  this  view,  admmistntifln, 
though  willing  to  avoid  the  calsmiiiB  o^ 
war  if  possible,  [wepared  at  all  erentsforj 
the  worst ;  the  preparations  for  war  vent 
hand  in  hand  with  tne  plan  of  negodsiiei 
and  I  asain  aver,  that  there  is  the  dm: 
reasonable  ground  to  expect  a  speedy  ic« 
commodation,  if  the  turbulence  of  ps* 
triotism  does  not  prevent  so  desinblei 
circumstance,  by  rendering  it  impooft^ 
for  the  cabinet  at  Madrid  to  com^jvitfa 
our  demands,  and  to  gratify  their  on| 
inclination. 

My  lords,  the  people  of  Spain  hsrtj 
exalted  sentiments  of  honour  as  weD  s 
the  English ;  we  know  their  general  (^ 
racteristic  as  well  as  our  own,  to  be  see$»* 
bility  in  the  extreme,  and  bravery  to  a- 
travagance ;  they  are  willing  to  be  jsSi 
but  like  ourselves  thev  will  not  be  boixd 
into  justice ;  they  will  not  have  that  d^ 
manded  as  the  concession  of  their  (caiK 
which  should  be  required  as  the  resoit  a 
their  prc^ity ;  they  will  sufler  dittress  nti* 
nitely  sooner  than  dishonotir;  sod  if  n 
talk  only  of  forcing  them  into  our  tset* 
sures,  they  will  make  that  force  indisMfi- 
sably  requisite.  Nations,  my  lordi,  in  ^ 
respect,  resemble  individuals,  a£fri»t  tiseff 
pride,  and  yovL  oblige  them  to  refuse  tfar 
very  satisfaction  which  vou  wish  for;  td! 
them,  that  you  will  chastise  then  nto 
rectitude,  and  you  make  it  absolutely  io 
possible  for  them  to  do  what  h  rigbt :  i 
breach  in  that  case  becomes  moital:  da 
sword  must  be  instantly  drava^  sod  oe^ 
or  both  of  the  parties  be  domned  to  bmr 
than  probable  destruction. 

The  noble  duke  will  here  very  HMf 
observe,  notwithstanding  the  very  oiei^ 
choly  cdours  in  whiih  it  is  the  Miios"^ 
popular  declaimers  to  paint  the  pre^ 
situation  of  this  country,  that|  in  s  cttt^ 
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rith  Spun,  GreaUBritab  ha»  bnt  little  to 
ipprehend ;  that  her  naval  power  is  able 
0  give  the  whole  univene  laws,  and  that 
s  we  hare  nothing  to  dread  fhnn  a  rup- 
tire»  we  should  of  consequence  proceed  to 
n  immediate  declaration  of  war.  A  Ian- 
iuage  of  this  nature,  my  lords,  may  be 
ery  fine  in  romance,  but  men  of  busi- 
less  experimentally  know,  and  laugh  at 
be  absurdity*  But  to  give  his  grace,  the 
ttmost  scope  of  argument,  let  us  suppose 
iotory  actually  chained  to  th6  British 
nnsi  let  us  even  imagine,  that  in  every 
Dgagement  with  the  enemy,  the  glory  of 
he  b«ttle  should  be  ours.  Still  will  the 
Me  duke  venture  to  assert,  that  a  war  is 
ot  one  of  those  misfortunes,  which  Great 
Iritain,  above  all  other  kingdoms,  should 
void  with  the  nicest  circumspection  i  We, 
ty  lords,  are  a  commercial  people ;  our 
tuef  dependence  is  our  traffic*«our  chief 
«altb  the  industry  and  population  of  our 
ihabitants.  War  is  a  trade  among  some 
ingdoms— *in  France  it  is  the  bread  of 
bousands— Switzerland  sends  couraae  as 
D  article  of  natural  growth  to  the  mihtary 
larket— Prussia  has  almost  as  many  sol- 
iers  as  citizens.  But  the  prosperity  of 
he  British  empire  is. founded  upon  peace ; 
rbile  the  sword  is  sheatlied,  the  plough  is 
Dployed,  the  loom  kept  in  motion ;  while 
iie  sword  is  sheathed,  the  arts  are  encou« 
liged,  the  sciences  extended-^population 
^rends  its  blossings  throu^  our  terri- 
iries — abundance  smiles  in  every  quarter, 
Dd  all  is  joy.  Let  the  goddess  of  dis« 
ord  however  summon  us  to  the  field,  and 
Itut  beautiful  prospect  is  instantly  over- 
ast — the  political  horizon  is  no.  sooner, 
regnant  with  a- storm,  than  the  husband* 
Mn  is  torn  from  his  field,  and  the  artisan 
ragged  from  his  manufacture.  Every 
ttle  family  among  the  lower  orders,  trem* 
les  for  the  safety  of  a  son,  a  faiher,  or  a 
usband.  In  the.  midnight  hour,  the  ruth- 
!8s  hand  of  stem  necessity  bursts  into 
leir  humble  habitations,-  and  plunders 
lem  of  their  principal  support,  their  prin* 
ipal  felicity.  The  captive,  snatched  from 
distractea  wife,  a  despairing  mother,  or 
helpless  brood  of  unoffending  prattlers, 
hurried  oh  board-— The  anguish  of  his 
|ind  is  unutterable— in  the  bitterness  of 
is  soul,  he  wishes  annihilation  to  that 
i>untry  for  which  he  is  destined  to  fight ; 
ad  wonders  at  the  barbarity  of  those 
iw8,  which  punish  him  on  account  of  his 
overty.  Goaded  by  distress  upon  one 
Bad)  confined  on  the  other  in  an  atmos- 
here  unavoidsibly  balrfol  from  the  multi- 
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plicity  of'  residents,  and  treated  harshly 
perhaps  in  consequence  of  his  awkward- 
ness in  a  profession  wholly  new  to  him,  he 
sickens,  he  dies ;  and  leaves  room  for  some 
new  wretch  to  perish  in  the  same  manner, 
to  gratify  the  pride  of  popularity. 

But  suppose,  my  lords,  that  none  of  oaf 
subjects  ever  perish  in  this  miserable 
manner,  survive  till  the  hour  of  battle^ 
and  courageously  kill  ten  to  one  of.  the 
enemy ;  is  not  victory  misfortune,  where 
war  can  by  any  honourable  means  be 
avoided?  MuAt  not  our  blood  inevitably 
flow?  must  not  our  commerce 'be  inevi* 
tably  checked,  and  must  not  the  kingdom 
groan  under  a  weight  of  new  taxation  ? 
What,  mv  lords,  are  the  popular  com- 
plaints of  the  present  times  ?  The  decay 
of  trade,  and  enormity  of  taxes»  What  is 
the  demand  of  popularity  in  the  midst  rf 
these  complaints  ?  Go  to  war  with  Spain 
-—that  is,  *'  Let  our  trade  sustain  addi- 
tional injuries— let  fresh  impositions  be 
added  to  the  already  idtolereble  burdens  of 
the  people."  But,  indeed,  the  language 
of  patriotism  is  so  very  inconsistent,  that 
there  is  scarce  a  possibility  of  contending 
with  its  absurdity.  At  one  time,  **  We 
are  a  ruined,  an  annihilated  kingdom; 
we  have  not  a  ship  manned,  or  a  regiment 
ready  for  service;  the  nation  besides  is- 
disarocted  to  the  government,  and  will 
not  exert  its  strength  under  so  despicable 
an  administration."  Yet  in  the  midst  of 
all  this  ruin,  in  the  fullness  of  all  this  an^ 
nihilation^— without  a  fleet— without  a  land 
force,  without  a  friend-^— *<  Go  to  war"  is 
all  their  cry.  Go  to  war,  and  become  an 
instant  prey  to  your  enemies. 

Either  way,  my  lords,  the  arguments  of 
the  noble  duke  are  se)f-convicted.  If  we 
are  not  in  a  condition  of  going  to  war,  why 
does  his  grace  advise  us  to  an  immediate 
declaration  ?  If  we  are  in  a  condition  of 
going  to  war,  why  does  he  confidently 
assert,  that  government  has  ignorantly,  or 
treacherously  neglected  the  proper  defence  ^ 
of  the  kingdom  ?  If  our  state  is  so  very 
deplorable  as  he  is  pleased  to  represent  it, 
the  very  measure  ne  advises  js  the  worst 
that  can  possibly  be  taken.  It  is  big  with 
fate,  and,  if  adopted,  must  overwhelm  U9 
vrith  destruction.  If  the  state  of  the  na- 
tion is  not  what  he  represents  it,  your 
lordships  will  see,  what  a  degree  of  respect 
he  is  entitled  to,  on  the  score  of  his  judf^- 
ment,  or  his  veracity.  The  alternative  is 
entirely  at  his  grace's  service,  and  hemafi 
if  he  pleases,  avoid  the  imputation  of  an 
intentional  duplicity,  by  candidly  plead* 
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i»g  a  want  of  informatioii  or  imdentand- 

Upon  the  whole,  mj  lords,  the  noUe 
duke  may  labour  to  obtain  the  applauses 
of  a  mob ;  but  the  ministry  will  labour  to 
cleserve  the  blessings  of  the  kingdom.  It 
may  be  his  grace's  idea  of  patriotism  to 
encrease  the  burdens,  and  to  render  the 
liberty  of  that  very  mob  insecure,  whose 
iHizzas  he  solicits,  but  it  is  the  unalterable 
view  of  government,  to  cultivate  the  bless- 
ings of  peace,  whilethey  can  be  cultivated 
with  honour.  It  is  their  unalterable  view 
to  avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  an  encrease 
d  public  taxes,  and  an  inroad,  not  only 
upon  the  interests  of  trade,  but  upon  thie 
personal  safety  of  the  people.  Had  the 
ministry  no  ends,  beyond  the  sordid  ends 
of  private  ambition,  to  gratify,  their  best 
means  of  gratifying  these  ends  would  be 
to  comply  with  the  popular  voice,  and  to 
{donge  directly  into  blood,  A  war  abroad 
necessarily  secures  tranquillity  at  home, 
and  carri^  'On  with  -success,  makes  an  ad- 
ministration idolized.  But  the  ministry, 
thoueh  they  flatter  themselves  with  as 
much  spirit  to  direct  a  war,  as  the  most 
celebrate  of  their  predecessors ;  though 
they  know  that  spint  in  a  war,  between 
England  and  any  other  power,  is  the  only 
necessary  wisdom,  as  the  mode  of  attack- 
ing is  obvious :  I  say»  my  lords,  the  mi* 
nistry  will  neverttieless  sacrifice  their  own 
advantage  to  the  general  good  of  the  king- 
dom; and  neither  call  for  the  Uood  nor 
the  treasures  of  their  fdlow-subjects  till 
both  become  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
preservation  ot  their  country. 

Hie  Earl  of  Chatham  .•* 

My  lords;  I  rise  to  give  my  hearty 
assent  to  the  motion  made  by  the  noble 
duke.  By  his  grace's  favour,  I  have  been 
permitted  to  see  it,  before  it  was  offered 
to  the  House.  I  have  fully  considered  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  from  the  King's 
servants  a  communication  of  the  papers 
described  in  the  motion,  and  I  am  per- 
suaded that  the  alarming  state  of  facts,  as 
well  as  the  Gtrength  of  reasoning,  with 
which  the  noble  duke  has  urged  and  in- 
fiarced  that  necessity,  must  have  been 
powerfiilly  &lt  by  your  lordships.  What 
1  mean  to  say,  upon  tiiis  occasion,  may 
seem  yechaps  to  extend  beyond  the  limits 

*  This  Speech  of  the  Earl  of  Gbatbam  was 
lakeo  ky  the  guintleman  alluded  to  at  pji.  047 
aad  fil«  and  has  beeaterised  by  him  ror  this 


of  the  motion  before  us.  But  I  flatter 
mjself,  my  lords,  that  if  I  am  hoDonred 
with  your  attention,  it  will  appear  that  Ae 
meaning  and  6bjeet  of  this  question  ne 
naturalfy  connected  with  considereticM  d 
the  most  .extensive  national  importancer 
For  entering  into  such  considenitioDS,  oo 
season  is  improper ;  no  occasion  ihoiiid 
be  neglected.  Something  must  be  donei 
my  lords,  and  inunediately,  to  save  an  in* 
jured,  insulted,  undone  country.  If  not 
to  save  the  state,  my  lords,  at  least  to 
mark  out,  and  drag  to  public  justice  thou 
servants  of  the  crown,  by  whose  ignonDoe^ 
neglect,  or  treachery,  this  once  gretf 
flourishing  people  are  reduced  to  a  condi- 
tion as  deplorable  at  home,  as  it  is  despka* 
ble  abroad.  Examples  are  wanted,  mif 
lords,  and  should  be  given  to  the  wori^ 
for  the  instruction  of  future  times,  even 
though  they  be  useless  to  ourselveB.  I  da 
not  mean,  my  lords,  nor  is  it  intended  bf 
Uie  motion,  to  impede  or  embarrass aae- 
^ociation,  which  we  have  been  told  isnov 
m  a  prosperous  tram,  and  promises  abqpf 
oondusioiu 

Lord  Weymouth: 

I  beff  pardon  for  intemiptiif  At 
noUe  lord,  out  I  diink  it  necessary  tore- 
mark  to  your  lordships,  that  I  feisveiMt 
said  I  a  single  word  tending  toconT^to 
your  lordships  any  information,  or  opinuOf 
with  regard  to  the  state,  or  progress  of  At 
n^gociatioa-— I  did,  with  the  utmost  caa> 
tion,  avoid  p|iving  to*your  lordsh^jtks 
least  intimation  upcm  tlmt  matter. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  .• 

I  perfectly  agree  with  the  noHe 
lord.  I  did  not  mean  to  refer  to  an  J  tluD{ 
said  by  his  lordship.  Ho  expressed  huB- 
self,  as  he  always  does,  with  modentiff 
and  reserve^  and  with  the  greatest  prop"^ 
ty ; — ^it  was  another  noble  lord,  veiyl^ 
in  office,  who  told  us  he  undentood 
that  the  negocialion  was  in  a  favounbie 
train. 

The  Earl  of  HUkborough  .• 

I  did  not  make  use  of  the  vorf 
train.  I  know  the  meaning  of  the  void 
too  well.  In  the  language  fiom  ^^^^ 
was  derived,  it  signifies  protraetioD,  aw 
dday,  which  I  could  never  mean  to  apf7 
to  the  present  negotiation. 

The  Eari  of  Chatham  : 

Mylords;  this  is  theseoondlj^ 
that  I  have  boenintem^ted.   I  vabBB^^ 
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to  your  lordships  whether  this  be  ftirand 
MiKlid  treatment.    I  am  sure  it  is  con- 
traigr  to  the  orders  of  the  House,  and  a 
cross  violation  of  decency  and  politeness. 
1  listen  to  every  noble  lord  in  tiiis  House 
with  attention  and  respect.    The  noble 
lord's  design  in  interrupting  me,  is  as 
mean  and  unworthy,  as  the  manner  in 
wbidi  he  has  done  it  is  irregular  and  dis- 
orderly*    He  flatters    himself  that,  by 
breakmg  the  thread  of  my  discourse,  he 
shall  confuse  me  in  my  argument.    But, 
my  lords,  I  will  not  submit  to  this  treat- 
ment   I  will  not  be  interrupted.    When 
I  have  concluded,  let  him  answer  me  if  he 
can.  As  to  the  word,  which  he  has  denied, 
I  still  affirm  that  it  was  the  word  he  made 
use  of;  but,  if  he  had  used  any  other,  I  am 
sure  every  noble  lord  will  agree  with  me 
that  his  meaning  was  exactly  what  I  had 
expressed  it.    WheAer  he  said  course  or 
tram  is  indiffeirent.    He  told  your  lord- 
ships that  the  nesotiation  was  in  a  wtty 
that  promised  a  nappy  and  honourable 
conclusion.     His  distmdtions  are  mean, 
frivolous,  and  puerile.    My  lords,  I  do 
not  understand  the  exaltea  tone  assumed 
by  that  noble  lord.    In  the  distress  and 
weakness  of  this  country,  my  lords,  and 
conscious  as  the  ministry  ought  to  be 
how  much  they  have  contributed  to  that 
distress  and  weakness,  I  think  a  tone  of 
modesty,  of  aubmission,  of  humility,  would 
become  them  better;    '  quadam   eama 
modegtiam  desidermH.*    Before  this  coun- 
try they  stand  as  the  greatest  criminals. 
Such  I  shall  prove  them  te  be;  for  I  do 
not  doubt  of  proving  to  your  lordships'  sa- 
isfactioo,  that  smce  they  have  been  en- 
^usted  with  the  conduct  of  the  King's 
i&irs,  they  have  done  every  thing  that 
hey  ought  not  to  have  done,  and  hardly 
my  thing  that  they  ought  to  have  done. 
The  noble  lord  talks  of  Spanish  punc- 
ilios  in  the  lofty  style  and  idiom  of  a 
Spaniard.     We  are  to   be  wonderfully 
ender  of  the  Spanish  point  of  honour,  as 
f  they  had  been  the  complamants,  as  if 
bey  had  received  the  injury.    I  think  he 
rould  have  done  better  to  have  told  us, 
rhat  care  had  been  taken  of  the  English 
onour.     My  lords,  I  am  well  acquainted 
rith  the  character  of  tliat  nation,  at  least  as 
ur  aa  it  ia  represented  b^jr  their  court  and 
liniatry,  and  should  think  this  country 
ishoooured  bv  a  comparison  of  the  £ng- 
sh  mood  fiuth  with  the  punctilios  of  a 
paniard.     My  lords,  the  English  are  a 
indid^  an  ingenuous  people ;  the  Spani- 
:d0  are  M  mean  and  crattyy  as  they  arc) 


proud  and  insolent.  The  integrity  €€  the 
English  merchant,  the  generous  spirit  c^ 
our  naval  and  military  officers,  would  be 
degraded  by  a  comparison  with  their  mer- 
chants or  officers.  With  their  ministers  t 
have  often  been  obliged  to  negociate,  and 
never  met  with  an  instance  or  candour  or 
dignity  in  their  pjroceedings ;  nothing  but 
low  cunniujg^,  trick,  and  artifice.  After  a 
long  experience  of  their  want  of  candour 
and  ffood  faith,  I  found  myself  compelled 
to  talk  to  them  in  a  peremptory,  diecisive 
language.  On  this  principle  I  submitted 
my  advice  to  a  trembling  council  for  an 
immediate  dedaration  of  a  war  with  Spain. 
Your  lordshipl  well  know  what  were  the 
consequences  of  not  following  that  advice. 
Since,  however,  for  reasons  unknown  to 
me,  it  has  been  thought  advisable  to  ne» 

Sciate  with  the  court  of  Spain,  I  should 
ve  conceived  that  the  ^ reat  and  single 
object  of  such  a  negociation  would  have 
been,  to  have  obtained  complete  satisfac* 
Cton  for  the  injury  done  to  the  crown  and 
people  of  England.  But,  if  I  understand 
the  noble  lord,  the  only  object  of  the  pre* 
sent  nej^odation  is  to  find  a  salvo  for  the 
punctilious  honour  of  the  Spaniards.  The 
absurdity  of  such  an  idea  is  of  itself  in- 
supportable. But,  my  lords,  I  object  to 
our  negocia&ff  at  ^  in  our  present  cir« 
cumstances.  We  are  not  in  that  situa- 
tion, in  which  a  great  and  powerful  nation 
is  permitted  to  negociate.  A  foreign 
power  has  forcibly  robbed  his  Majesty  of 
a  part  of  his  dominions.  Is  the  island  re* 
stored?  Are  you  replaced  in  statu quot 
If  that  had  been  done,  it  might  then  per- 
haps have  been  justifiable  to  treat  with  the 
aggressor  upon  the  satisfaction  he  ought 
to  make  for  the  insult  ofiered  to  die  crown 
of  England.  But  wHI  you  descend  so 
low?  will  you  so  sham^lly  betray  the 
King's  honour,  as  to  make  it  matter  of 
negociation  whether  his  Majesty's  posses- 
sions slialli>e  restored  to  him  or  not  ?  I 
doubt  not,  my  lords,  that  there  are  some 
important  mysteries  in  the  conduct  of  this 
afiir,  which,  whenever  they  are  explidki- 
edy  will  account  for  the  profound  silence 
now  observed  by  the  King's  servants. 
The  time  will  come,  my  lords,  when  they 
shall  be  dragged  firom  tneir  concealments. 
There  are  some  questions,  which,  sooner 
or  later,  must  be  answered.  The  minis- 
try, I  find,  without  declaring  themselves 
explicitly,  have  taken  pains  to  possess  the 
public  wiUi  an  opinion,  that  the  Spanish 
court  have  constantly  disavowed  the  pro- 
oecdings  of  their  governor  i  aodsoipeperr 
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^sons,  I  see,  have  been  shameless  and  daring 
enough  to  advise  his  Majesty  to  support 
and  countenance  this  opinion  in  his  speech 
from  the  throne.  '  Certainly,  my  lords, 
there  never  was  a  more  odious,  a  more 
inCAroous  falsehood  imposed  on  a  great 
nation — It  degrades  the  King's  honour — 
It  is  an  insult  to  parliament.  His  Ma- 
jesty has  been  advised  to  con6rin  and  gire 
currency  to  an  absolute  Jalsehood.  I  beg 
your  lordships'  attention,,  and  I  hope  I 
shall  be  understood,  when  I  repeat,  that 
the  court  of  Spain's  having  disavowed  the 
^t  of  their  governor  is  2Ln  absolute^  a 
palpable  Jalsehood*  Let  me  ask,  my  lords, 
when  the  first  communication  was  made 
by  the  court  of  Madrid,  of  their  being  ap- 
prised of  their  taking  of  Falkland's  islands, 
was  it  accompanied  with  an  offer  of  in- 
atant  restitution,  of  immediate  satisfaction, 
and  the  punishment  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernor ?  If  it  was  not,  they  havfe  adopted 
the  act  as  their  own,  and  the  very  men- 
tion of  a  disavowal  is  an  impudent  insult 
pffered  to  the  Ki|ig's  dignity.  The  king 
of  Spain  disowns  the  thief,  while  he  leaves 
bim  unpunished,  and  profits  by  the  theft; 
in  vulgar  Snglish,  he  is  the  receiver  of 
stolen  goods,  and  ought  to  be  treated  ac- 
cordingly. 

If  your  lordships  will  look  back  to  a 
period  o^  tlie  English  history,  in  which 
the  circumstances  arc  reversed,  in  which 
the  Spaniards  were  the  complainants,  yeu 
will  see  how  differently  they  succee<&d; 
you  will  see  one  of  the  ablest  men,  one  of 
the  bravest  officers  this  or  any  other  coun- 
try ever  produced  (it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  mention  the  name  of  sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh) sacrificed  by  the  meanest  prince 
that  ever  sat  upon  the  throne,  to  the  vin- 
dictive jealousy  of  that  haughty  court. 
James  the  1st  was  base  enough,  at  the  in- 
stance of  Gondomar,  to  suffer  a  sentence 
against  sir  Walter  Raleigh,  for  another 
supposed  offence,  to  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution almost  twelve  years  after  it  had 
been  passed.  This  was  the  pretence.  His 
real  crime  was  that  he  had  mortally  of- 
fended the  Spaniards,  while  he  acted  by 
the  Kind's  express  orders  and  under  his 
commission. 

My  lords,  the  pretended  disavowal  by 
the  court  of  Spain  is  as  ridiculous  as  it  is 
iikUe.  If  your  lordsiiips  want  any  other 
proof,  call  for  your  o^u  officers,  who  were 
stationed  at  Falkland  island.  Ask  the 
officer  who  commanded  the  garrison  whe- 
ther, when  he  was  summoned  to  sur- 
renderi  the  demand  was  made  in  name  of 


the  goyer(|ctr  of  Buenos  Ayres,  er  of  Ui 
Catholictm^esty  ?  Was  the  island  iski  u 
belong  to  Don  Francisco  Buccsielli,  or  it 
the  king  of  Spain  ?  If  I  am  not  miitsken, 
we  have  been  in  possession  of  tbeseiilaDdi 
since  the  year  176#,  or  1765.  Will  the 
ministry  assert,  that  in  all  that  time,  the 
Spanish  court  have  never  once  diami 
them  ?  that  their  right  to  them  hss  ikver 
been  urged,  or  mentioned  tooor  ministry  i 
If  it  has,  the  act  of  the  governor  of  fitt^ 
nos  Ayres  is  j^nly  the  coaseqaesce  of 
our  refusal  to  acknowledge  and  sabmit  to 
the  Spaidish  chums.  For  five  yean  thej 
negociate ;  when  that  fails,  th^  tske  the 
island  by  force.  If  that  measnte  hsi 
arisen  out  of  the  general  instnietkni,  con- 
stantly given  to  the  governor  of  Boeaoi 
Ayres,  why  should  the  executioa  of  it 
have  been  deferred  so  long  ? 

My  lords,  if  the  fidshood  of  this  pn- 
tended  disavowal  had  been  confined  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  I  should  have  admitted  it 
without  concern.  I  should  have  been  e» 
tent  that  they  themeetves  had  left  a  doa 
open  for  excuse  and  aocomauMtetiob 
The  King  of  England's  faonoor  is  sot 
touched  till  he  adopts  the  falsehood,  (b 
livers  it  to  his  parliament,  aod.makei  it  fai 
Qwn, 

I  cannot  quit  this  subject  witbflat  con- 
paring  the  conduct  of  the  present  ministiy 
with  that  of  a  gentleman  (Mr.  George 
Grenville,)  who  is  now.no  more.  The 
occasions  were  similar.  The  Freoch  hil 
taken  a  little  island  IVom  us  called  Toit'i 
island.  The  minister  then  at  the  hetdot 
the  Treasury,  took  the  business  upoo  biis- 
self;  but  he  did  not  negociate:  he  seal 
for  the  French  ambassador,  and  oMdei 
peremptory  demand.  A  courier  wts  ds- 
patched  to  Paris,  and  returned  id  aiev 
days,  with  orders  for  instant  restitotioir 
not  only  of  the  island,  but  of  every  tiuog 
that  the  English  subjects  had  lost. 

Such,  then,  my  lords,  are  the  drcooi* 
stances  of  our  difference  with  Spain ;  ud 
in  this  situation,  we  are  told  that  a  neph 
elation  has  been  entered  into,  that  tbs 
negociation,  which  must  have  commenoei 
near  three  months  ago,  is  still  depeBiHf 
and  that  any  insight  into  the  actual  ^e<^ 
it  will  impede  the  conclusion.  My  lofd>> 
I  am  not,  for  my  own  part,  very  bb^om 
to  draw  from  the  ministry  the  infonnatiait 
which  they  take  so  much  care  to  eoocd 
from  us.  I  very  well  know  wheie  tiff 
honourable  negociation  will  end;  wheifd 
nuist  end.  We  may,  perhaps,  be  abietf 
patch  up  aa  aoconmodittioa ttctbefipA 
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lut  we  thall  have  a  Spaniah  war  in  aix 
nonths.  Some  of  your  lordships  may, 
wrhaps,  remember  the  Convention.  For 
lereral  successive  years  our  merchants 
lad  been  plundered^no  protection  given 
hem— DO  redress  obtained  for  them;  dur- 
Dg  sll  'that  time  we  were  contented  to 
waplain,  and  to  negociate ;  the  court  of 
k(Iadri;i  were  then  as  ready  to  disown  thehr 
officers,  and  as  unwilling  to  punish  them, 
IS  they  are  at  present  Whatever  vio- 
ence  happened  was  always  laid  to  the 
jiarge  of  one  or  other  of  their  West  India 
fovemors.  To  day  it  was  the  governor  of 
}uba,  to«*morrow  of  Porto  Rico,  Cartba- 
[ena,  or  Porto  Beilo.  If  in  a  particular 
Dstance,  redress  was  promised,  how  was 
hat  promise  kept  ?  the  merchant  who  had 
teen  robbed  of  his  property,  was  sent  to 
be  West  Indies,  to  get  it,  if  he  could,  out 
»f  an  empty  chest.  At  last  the  Conven- 
ion  was  made ;  but  though  approved  by  a 
lajority  of  both  Houses,  was  received  by 
be  nation  with  .universal  discontent.  I 
lyself  heard  that  wise  man  (sir  Robert 
valpole)  say  in  the.  House  of  Commons, 
'  It  is  true  we  have  got  a  Convention  and 
vote  of  parliament ;  but  what  signifies  it, 
^e  shall  have  a  Spanish  war  upon  the  back 
r  our  Contention."— Here,  my  lords,  I 
annot  help  mentioning  a  very  striking 
bservation  made  to  me  by  a  noble  lord, 
the  late  lord  Granville)  since  dead.  His 
biiities  did  honour  to  this  House,  and  to 
iiis  nation.  In  the  upper  departments  of 
overnment  be  had  not  his  equal ;  and  I 
sel  a  pride  in  declaring,  that  to  his  pa- 
rooage,  to  hiK  friendship,  and  instruction, 
owe  whatever  I  am.  This  great  man  has 
&en  observed  to  me  that,  in  all  the  ne- 
ociations  which  preceded  the  Convention, 
ur  ministers  never  found  out  that  there 
as  no  ground,  or  subject  for  anv  nego- 
iation.  That  the  Spaniards  had  not  a 
gilt  to  search  our  ships,  and  when  they 
ttempted  to  regulate  that  right  by  treaty, 
tey  were  regulating  a  thing  which  did  not 
list.  This  I  take  to  be  something  like 
ie  case  of  the  ministry.  The  Spaniards 
ive  seized  an  island  they  have  no  right  to, 
)d  his  Majesty's  servants  make  it  matter 
'  negociation,  whether  his  dominions  shall 
3  rebtored  to  him  or  not. 
From  what  1  have  said,  my  lords,  I  do 
It  doubt  but  it  will  be  understood  by 
any  lords,  and  given  out  to  the  public, 
lat  I  am  for  hurrying  the  nation,  at  all 
rents,  into  a  war  with  Spain.  My  loi-ds, 
disclaim  such  councils,  and  I  beg  that 
is  deolaration  may  be  remenkban^^^Let 


us  have  peace,  my  lords,  but  let  it  be 
honourable,  let  it  be  secure.  A  patched 
up  peace  will  not  do.  It  will  not  satisfy 
the  nation,  though  it  may  be  approved  of 
by  parliament.  I  distinffuish  widely  be- 
tween a  solid  peace,  and  the  disgraceiViI 
expedients,  by  which  a  war  -may  be  da* 
ferred,  but  cannot  be  avoided.  I  am  as 
tender  of  the  effusion  of  human  blood,  as 
the  noble  lord  who  dwelt  so  long  upon  the 
miseries  of  war.  If  the  bloody  politics  of 
some  noble  lords  had  been  followed,  Eng- 
land, and  every  quarter  of  his  Majesty?s 
dominions,  would  have  been  glutted  with 
blood— the  blood  of  our  own  countryoMii. 
My  lords,  I  have  better  reasons,  per- 
haps, than  many  of  your  lordships  for  de- 
sirmg  peace  upon  ttie  terms  I  have  des- 
cribed. I  know  the  strength  and  prepara- 
tion of  the  House  of  Bourbon ;  I  Know 
the  defenceless,  unprepared  condition  'of 
this  countiry.  I  know  not  by  what  misma* 
naeement  we  are  reduced  to  this  situation ; 
and  when  I  consider,  who  are  the  men  by 
whom  a  war,  in  the  outset  at  least,  must  be 
copducted,  oan  I  but  wish  for  peace  ?  Let 
them  not  screen  themselves  behind  the 
want  of  intelligence — they  had  intelli- 
gence; I  know  they  had.  If  they  bad 
not,  they  are  criminal ;  and  their  excuse 
is  their  crime.  But  I  will  tell  these  young 
ministers  the  true  source  of  intelligence. 
It  is  sagacity.  S^acity  to  compere  causes 
and  effects ;  to  judge  of  the  present  stale 
of  things,  and  discern  the  future  by  4i 
careful  review  of  the  past.  Oliver  CroM- 
well,  wlio  astonished  mankind  by  his  intel- 
ligence, did  not  derive  it  from  spies  in  the 
cabinet  of  every  prince  in  Europe:  he 
drew  it  from  the  cabinet  of  his  own  saga- 
cioUs  mind.  He  observed  facts,  and 
traced  them  forward  to  their  consequences. 
From  what  was,  he  concluded  what  must 
be,  and  he  never  was  deceived.  In  the 
present  situation  of  affairs,  I  think  it  would 
be  treachery  to  the  nation  to  conceal  from 
them  their  real  circumstances ;  and,  witfh 
respect  to  a  -foreign  enemy,  I  know  that 
all  concealments  are  vam  and  useless* 
They  are  as  well  acquainted  with  the  actual 
force  apd  weakness  of  this  country,  as  any 
of  the  King's  servants.  This  is  no  tinfe 
for  silence,  or  reserve.  I  charge  the  mi- 
nisters with  the  highest  crinnes  that  mita 
in  their  stations  can  be  guilty  of.  I  charge 
them  with  having  destroyed  all  content 
and  unanimity  at  home,  by  a  series  of  op- 
pressive, unconstitutional  measures ;  and 
with  having  betrayed  and  delivered  up  the 
nation  drfenceleas  to  a  foreign  enemy. 
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Their  utmoBt  vigour  has  reached  no 
^  fiurther  than  to  a  fruitlessy  protracted  ne- 
gociation.  When  they  should  have  acted, 
they  have  contented  themselves  with  talk- 
ing ^'  about  it,  goddess,  and  about  it"— If 
we  do  not  stand  forth,  and  do  our  duty  in 
the  present  crisis,  the  nation  is  irretriev- 
ably undone.  I  despise  the  little  policy  of 
concealments.  You  ought  to  know  the 
whole  of  your  situation.  If  the  informa- 
tion be  new  to  the  ministry,  let  them  take 
care  to  profit  by  it.  I  mean  to  rouse,  to 
alarm  the  whole  nation — ^to  rouse  the  mi- 
nistry, if  possible,  who  seem  to  awake  to 
tioUimg  but  the  preservation  of  their  places 
.  ..-to  awaken  the  King. 

Early  in  the  last  sprmg,  a  motion  w&s 
made  in  parliament,  for  enquiring  into  the 
atate  of  tne  navy^  and  an  augmentation  of 
6»000  seamen  was  offered  to  the  ministry. 
'  lliey  relRised  to  give  us  any  insight  into 
the  condition  of  the  navy,  and  rejected 
the  augmentation.  Early  in  June  they  re- 
cdved  advice  of  a  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities by  a  Spanish  armament,  which  had 
warned  the  lying's  earrison  to  quit  an 
Island  belonging  to  his  Majesty.  From 
that  to  the  I2tn  of  Septemoer,  as  if  no- 
thing had  happened,  tney  lay  dormant. 
Not  a  man  was  raised,  not  a  single  ship 
was  put  into  commission.  Fromdiel2tn 
cf  September,'  when  they  heard  of  the  first 
bbw  oeing  actually  struck,  we  are  to  date 
the  beginning  of  their  preparations  for  de- 
fence. Let  us  now  enquire,  my  lords, 
what  expedition  they  have  used,  what  vi- 
gour they  have  exerted.  We  have  heard 
wonders  of  the  diligence  employed  in  im- 
pressing, of  the  large  bounties  offered, 
imd  the  number  of  ships  put  into  commb- 
aion.  These  have  been,  for  some  time 
fmst,  the  constant  topics  of  ministerial 
Doast  and  triumph.  Without  regarding 
ihe  description,  let  us  look  to  the  sub- 
stance. ,  1  tell  your  lordships  that,  with  all 
this  vigour  and  expedition,  they  have  not, 
in  a  period  of  considerably  more  than  two 
monUis,  raised  10,000  seamen.  I  men- 
tion that  number,  meaning  to  speak 
largely,  though  in  my  own  breast,  I  am 
convinced  that  the  number  does  not  ex- 
ceed 8,000.  But  it  is  said  they  have 
ordered  forty  ships  of  the  line  into  com- 
mission. My  lords,  upon  this  subject  I 
can  speak  with  knowleage — I  have  been 
conversant  in  these  matters,  and  draw  my 
information  from  the  greatest  and  most 
respectable  naval  authority  that  ever  ex- 
isted in  this  country— I  mean  the  late  lord 
▲nsoa.    13ie  merits  of  that  great  man  are 


not  ao  universally  known,  nor  hismeiowT 
ao  warmly  respected  as  he  deserved.  !• 
his  wisdom,  to  his  experience,  and  caie, 
(and  I  speak  it  with  pleasure)  the  ntdon 
owes  the  glorious  naval  succenes  of  the 
last  wan  The  state  of  focts,  kid  befm 
parliament  in  the  year  1756,  so  cntii^y 
convinced  me  of  the  injustice  done  to  ha 
character,  that  in  spite  of  the  popular  dt* 
mours  raised  against  him,  in  oirect  oppo* 
sition  to  the  complaints  of  the  merchaoti, 
and  of  the.  whole  city,  f  whose  favour  1  a 
supposed  to  court  on  all  occasions)  1  re- 
placed him  at  the  head  of  the  Adminltj; 
and  I  thank  God  that  I  had  resolotia 
enough  to  do  so.  Instructed  by  tiiii 
great  seaman,  I  do  affirm  that  forty  dupi 
of  the  line,  with  their  necessary  stteDdaot 
frigates,  to  be  properly  manned,  t&jfm 
40,000  seamen.  If  your  lordihipi  in 
surprised. at  this  assertion,  you  will  benore 
so,  when  I  assure  you  that,  in  the  last  iv, 
this  country  maintained  SSfiOO  sesmo, 
and  employed  them  all.  Now,  my  lordi, 
the  peace  establishment  of  yoor  Dtij, 
supposing  it  complete,  and  efiectke, 
(which  by  the  by  ought  to  be  knovn)  s 
16,000  men.  Add  to  these  the  DOSBte 
newly  raised,  and  you  have  shout 
25,000  men  to  man  your  fleet.  1  M 
come  presently  to  the  appHcatioD  of  ths 
force,  such  as  it  is,  and  compare  it  with 
the  services,  which  I  know  are  indispefr 
sable.  But  first,  my  lords,  let  us  havedoDe 
with  the  boasted  vigour  of  the  mioktij. 
Let  us  hear  no  more  of  their  activity.  ^ 
your  lordships  will  recal  to  your  miodi 
the  state  of  tnis  country  when  Maboo  m 
taken,  and  compare  what  was  done  br 
government  at  tnat  time,  with  the  efforti 
now  made  in  very  similiar  circumstaoce) 
you  will  be  able  to  determine  what  pni» 
18  due  to  the  vigorous  operations  ii  the 
present  ministry.     Upon  the  first  iotei' 

gence  of  the  invasion  of  Minorca,  a  grot 
eet  was  equipped  and  sent  out:  sod  doi 
double  the  number  of  seamen  collected  is 
half  the  time  taken  to  fit  out  the  presaiK 
force,  which,  pitiful  as  it  is,  is  not  yet,  if 
the  occasion  were  ever  so  pressing,  in  < 
condition  to  go  to  sea.  Consult  die  r^ 
turns,  which  were  laid  before  parlianett 
in  the  year  1756.  I  was  one  of  tbott^ 
who  urged  a  parliamentary  eoquiiy  iofi' 
the  conduct  of  the  ministry.  Tluit  mi- 
nistry, my  lord3,  in  the  midst  of  <>i>i^ 
censure  and  reproach,,  had  hoooor  oA 
virtue  enough  to  promote  the  eofoiiT 
themselves.  They  scorned  to  evade  it  ^ 
the  mean  expedient  of  putting  a  prerifla 
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question.  Upon  the  strictest  enquiry  It 
ippeared,  that  the  dfligence  they  had  used 
in  sending  a  squadron  to  the  Mediter* 
reneany  and  in  their  other  naval  prepara- 
tions, was  beyond  all  example. 

My  lords,  the  subject  on  which  I  am 
ipealcing  seems  to  call  upon  me,  and  I 
irilliDgly  take  this  occasion  to  declare 
my  opinion  upon  a  question,  on  which 
much  wicked  pains  have  been  employed 
to  disturb  Uie  minds  of  the  people,  and  to 
listress  goyemment.  My  opmion  may 
Bot  be  very  popular ;  neither  am  I  run- 
ning the  race  or  popularity.  I  am  myself 
:learly  convinced,  and  I  believe  every 
1080  who  knows  any  thing  of  the  English 
navy  will  acknowlea|;e,  that  without  im- 
pressing, it  is  impossible  to  equip  a  re- 
ipectable  fleet  within  the  time,  in  which 
Kich  armaments  are  usually  wanted.  If 
this  fact  be  admitted,  and  if  the  necessity 
>f  arming  upon  a  sudden  emergency 
iboald  appear  incontrovertible,  what  shall 
re  think  of  those  men,  who  in  the  moment 
)f  danger  would  stop  the  great  defence  of 
iheir  country.  On  whatever  principle 
hey  may  act,  the  act  itself  is  more  than 
action;  it  is  labouring  to  cut  off  the 
ight  hand  of  the  community.  I  wholly 
condemn  their  conduct,  and  am  ready  to 
lupport  any  motion  that  may  be  made,  for 
wringing  those  aldermen,  who  have  endea- 
roured  to  stop  the  execution  of  the  Admi- 
vlty  warrants,  to  the  bar  of  this  House. 
tfy  lords,  I  do  not  rest  my  opinion  merely 
>n  necessity.  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
»ower  of  impressing  is  founded  upon  unin- 
emipted  usage.  It  is  the  comuetudo 
^gnif  and  part  of  the  common  law  pre- 
ogative  of  the  crown.  When  I  condemn 
he  proceedings  of  some  persons  upon 
liis  occasion,  let  me  do  justice  to  a  man 
rhose  character  and  conduct  have  been 
lost  infamously  traduced;  I  mean  the 
ite  lord  mayor,  Mr.  Trecothick.  In  the 
lidst  of  reproach  and  clamour,  he  had 
rmness  enough  to  persevere  in  doing  his 
uty.  I  do  not  know  in  office  a  more  up- 
ght  magistrate;  nor,  in  private  life,  a 
orthier  man. 

Permit  me  now,  my  lords,  to  state  to 
Dur  lordships  the  extent  and  variety  of 
le  services,  which  must  be  provided  for, 
id  to  compare  them  with  our  apparent 
^sources.  A  due  attention  to,  and  pro- 
sion  for  these  services,  is  prudence  in 
me  of  peace;  in  war  it  is  necessity.  Pre- 
sntive  policy,  my  lords,  which  obviates 
r  avoids  the  injury,  is  far  preferable  to 
lat  vindictiye  policy,  which  aims  at  repa- 
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ration,  or  has  no  object  but  revenge.  The  # 
precaution  that  meets  the  disorder  la 
cheap  and  easy;  the  remedy,  which  fol*  • 
lows  it,  bloody  and  expensive.  Hie  firs^ 
great  and  acknowledged  object  of  national 
defence  in  this  country,  is  to  maintain 
such  a  superior  naval  force  at  home,  that 
even  the  united  fleets  of  France  and  Spain 
may  never  be  masters  of  the  Channd.  If 
that  should  ever  happen,  what  is  Uiere  to 
hmder  their  landing  in  Ireland,  or  even 
upon  our  own  coast  ?  They  haye  often 
made  the  attempt;  in  king  William's  time 
it  succeeded,  king  James  embarked  oi^ 
board  a  French  fleet,  and  landed  with  a 
French  army  in  Ireland.  In  the  mean 
time  the  French  were  masters  of  the 
Channel,  and  continued  so  until  their  fleet 
was  destroyed  by  admiral  RusseL  Aa  tQ 
the  probable  consequences  of  a  foreign 
army  landing  in  Great  Britain  or  Irdand^ 
I  shall  offer  your  lordships  my  opinion 
when  1  speak  of  the  actual  condition  of 
our  standing  army. 

The  second  naval  object  with  an  English 
minister,  should  be  to  maintain  at  all 
times  a  powerful  western  squadron.  In  the 
profoundest  peace  it  should  be  respect- 
able; in  war  it  should  be  formidable. 
Without  it,  the  colonies,  the  commerce, 
the  navigation  of  Great  Britain,  lie  at  Uie 
mercy  of  the  House  of  Bourbon.  While 
I  had  the  honour  of  acting  with  lord  An-> 
son,  that  able  officer  never  ceased  to  incul- 
cate upon  the  minds  of  his  Majesty's  aer« 
vants  the  necessity  of  constantly  maintain- 
ing a  strone  western  squadron;  and  I 
must  vouch  for  him,  that  while  he  was  at 
the  head  of  the  marine  it  was  never  neg- 
lected. 

The  third  object  indispensable,  as  I 
I  conceive,  in  the  distribution  of  our  navy, 
is  to  maintain  sueh  a  force  in  the  bay  of 
Gibraltar  as  may  be  sufficient  to  cover  that 
garrison,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Spa* 
niards,  and  to  keep  open  the  communica^^ 
tion  with  Minorca.  The  ministry  wi^l  not 
betray  such  want  of  information  as  to  dis* 
pute  the  truth  of  any  of  these  proposttiona. 
But  how  will  your  lordships  be  astonished, 
when  I  inform  you  in  wnat  manner  they 
have  provided  for  these  great,  these  ea* 
sentiai  objects  ?  As  to  the  fint,  I  mean 
the  defence  of  the  Channel,  I  take  upon 
myself  to  affirm  to  your  lordiships,  that,  at 
this  hour  (and  I  beg  that  the  date  may  be 
taken  down  and  observed)  we  cannot 
send  out  eleven  shins  of  the  line  so  man- 
ned and  equipped  tnat  any  officer  of  rank  • 
and  credit  in  the  service  shall  accept  of 
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^be  command  and  stakb^'^  his  reputation 
upon  it.  We  have  one  ship  of  the  line  at 
Jamaica,  one  at  the  Leeward  islands,  and 
one  at  Gibraltar;  yet  at  this  Ver3r  mo- 
ment, fcNT  ought  the  ministry  know,,  both 
Jamaica'  and  Gibraltar  may  be  attacked  ; 
and  if  they  are  attacked  (which  God  for- 
bid) they  must  falL  Nothing  can  prevent 
it  but  the  appearance  of  a  superior  siquad- 
ron.  It  is  true  that,  some  two  months 
ago,  four  ships  of  the  line  were  ordered 
from  Portsmouth,  and  one  from  Pljrmouth, 
to  carry  a  rdief  from  Ireland  to  Gibraltar. 
These  ships,  my  lords,  a  week  ago,' were 
stili  in  port.  If,  on  their  arrival  at  Gib- 
raltar, they  should  find  the  bay  possessed 
by  a  supertof  squadron,  the  relief  cannot 
be  landed :  and,  if  it  could  be  landed,  of 
what  force  do  your  lordships  think  it  con- 
aista?  Two  regiments,  of  400  mcj  each, 
at  a  time  like  this,  are  sent  to  secure  a 
place  of  such  importance  as  Gibraltar !  a 
place*  which,  it  is  universally  agreed,  can- 
not hold  against  a  vigorous  attack  from 
the  sea,  if  onCe  the  enemy  should  be  so 
far  masters,  of  the  bay  as  to  make  a  good 
landing  even  with  a  moderate  force.  The 
indispensable  service  of  the  lines  requires 
at  least  4,000  men.'  The  present  garrison 
consista  of  about  2,800;  so  that,  if  the 
relief  should  be  fortunate  enough  to  get 
on  shore,  they  will  want  800  men  of  their 
necessary  complement. 

Let  us  now,  my  lords,  turn  our  eyes 
home^ifards.  .  When  the  defence  of  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland  is  in  (question,  it  is  no 
loo^r  a  point  of  honour;  it  is  not  the  se- 
curity of  foreign  commerce,  or  foreign 
possessions;  we  are  to  contend  for  the 
being  of  the  state.  I  have  good  authority 
to  assure  your  lordships  that  the  Spaniards 
have  now  a  fleet  at  Ferrol,  completely 
manned  and  ready  to  sail,  which  we  are  in 
no  condition  to  meet.  We  could  not  this 
day  send  out  eleven  ships  of  the  line  pro- 
perly equipped,  and  to  morrow  the  enemy 
may  be  masters  of  the  Channel.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  press  the  consequences  of 
these  facts  upon  your  lordships'  minds.  If 
the  enemy  were  to  land  in  full  force,  either 
on  this  coast  or  in  Ireland,  where  is  your 
army  ?  where  is  your  defence  ?  My  lords, 
if  the  House  c^  Bouri>on  make  a  wise  and 
vigorous  use  of  the  actual  advantages  they 
have  over  us,  it  is  more  than  possible  that 
on  this  day  month  we  may  not  be  a  nation. 
What  military  force  can  the  ministry  shew 
to  answer  any  sudden  demand  ?  I  do  not 
speak-  of  foreign  expedittons,  or  offensive 
operattoiiSk    I  speak  of  the  interior  de- 


feaice  of  Ireland,  and  of  this  country.  Yoa 
have  a  nominal  army  of  seventy  battaliocs, 
besides  guards  and  cavalry.  But  what  b 
the  establishment  of  these  battslioDs?  Sup> 

Eosing  they  were  complete  to  the  niun- 
ers  allowed  (which  I  know  they  are  not) 
each  regiment  would  consist  of  lomething 
less  than  four  hundred  men,  rank  and  ik. 
Are  these  battalions  complete?  HsveaDj 
orders  been  given  for  an  augmeotatioD,  <r 
do  the  ministry  mean  to  continue  tbea 
upon  their  present  low  establishis€ii!i 
When  America,  the  West  Indies,  Gibnl* 
tar,  and  Minorca,  are  taken  care  of,  coo* 
sider,  my  lords,  what  part  of  this  zmi 
will  remain  to  defend  Ireland  and  Greal 
Britain  ?  This  subject,  my  lords,  leads  oe 
to  considerations  of  foreign  policy  aod  fo- 
reign  alliance.  It  is  more  connected  with 
them  than  your  lordships  may  at  first  ima" 
gine.  When  I  compare  the  numbers  of 
our  people,  estimated  highly  at  seven  nil* 
lions,  with  the  population  of  France  aod 
Spain,,  usually  computed  at  twenty-^ 
millions,  I  see  a  clear,  self  evident  imptt- 
sibility  for  this  country  to  contend  vitii 
the  united  power  of  the  House  af  Bour- 
bon, merely  on  the  strength  of  its  own  re- 
sources. They,  who  talk  of  confiniog  i 
great  war  to  naval  operations  only,  speik 
without  knowledge  or  experience.  We 
can  no  more  command  the  dispoiitioD 
than  the  events  of  a  war.  Wherever  ve 
are  attacked,  there  we  must  defend. 

I  have  been  much  abused,  my  lords,  fer 
supporting  a  war,  which  it  has  been  tbe 
fashion  to  cejl  my  German  war.  BotI 
can  affirm,  with  a  clear  conscience,  (iMt 
that  abuse  has  been  thrown  on  me  by 
men,  who  were  either  unacquainted  mb 
facts,  or  had  an  interest  in  misrepre$entinc 
them.  I  shall  speak  plainly  andfracilT 
to  your  lordships  on  this,  as  I  do  on  eveij 
occasion.  That  I  did  in  parliament  op- 
pose, to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  our  &• 
gaging  in  a  German  war,  is  most  troe; 
and  if  the  same  circumstance  were  to  re- 
cur, I  will  act  the  same  part  and  oppose  it 
again.  But  when  I  was  called  upon  to 
take  a  share  in  the  administration,  thit 
measure  was  already-  decided.  Before  I 
was  appuintedsSecretary  of  State,  the  ^ 
treaty  with  the  king  of  rrussia  was  iigofd, 
and  not  only  ratifwd  by  the  crown,  bat  ap- 
proved of  and  confirmed  by  a  resoiutiun  ^ 
both  Houses  of  Parliament.  It  was  t 
weight  fastened  upon  my  neck.  By  thit 
treaty,  the  honour  of  the  crown  »»1 
the  honour  of  the  nation  were  eqiu'f 
engaged.      How   I  coidd   recede  6oa 
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ach  an  engi^^nent;  how  I  could  ad« 
ise  the  crown  to  desert  a  great  prince  in 
be  midst  of  those  difficulties,  in  which  a 
e]iance  on  the  good  faith  of  this  country 
ad  contributed  to  involve  him,  are  ques- 
ions  I  willingly  submit  to  your  lordships 
mdor.  That  wonderful  man  might,  per* 
aps,  have  extricated  himself  from  his  dif- 
cuUies  without  our  assistance.  He  has 
dents  which,  in  every  thing  that  touches 
le  human  capacity,  do  honour  to  the  hur 
lan  mind.  But  how  would  England  have 
if^orted  that  reputation  of  credit  and 
ood  faith,  bv  which  we  have  been  distin- 
uished  in  Europe?  What  other  foreign 
over  would  have  sought  our  friendship  ? 
i^hat  other  foreign  power  would  have 
xepted  of  an  alliance  with  us  ? 
But,  my  lords,  though  I  wholly  con- 
sipn  our  entering  into  any  engagements, 
hich  tend  to  involve  us  in  a  continental 
ar,  I  do  not  admit  that  alliances  with 
ime  of  the  German  princes  are  either  de» 
imental  or  useless.  They  may  be,  my 
rds,  not  only  useful,  buf  necessary.  I 
)pe,  indeed,  I  never  shall  see  an  army  of 
retgn  auxiliaries  in  Great  Britain;  we 
)  not  want  it.  If  our  people  are  united ; 
they  are  attachedto  the  King,  and  place 
confidence  in  his  government,  we  have 
1  internal  strength  sufficient  to  repel  any 
reign  invasion.  With  respect  to  Irekmd, 
y  lords,  1  am  not  of  the  same  opitiion. 
a  powerful  foreign  army  were  landed  in 
at  kingdom,  with  arms  ready  to  be  put 
to  the  hands  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  I 
dare  freely  to  your  lordships,  that  I 
ould  heartily  wish  it  were  possible  to 
>Uect  twenty  thousand  German  protes- 
Qts,  whether  from  Hesse  or  Brunswick, 
Wolfenbuttle,  or  even  the  unpopular 
anoverian,  and  land  them  in  Ireland.  I 
sh  it,  my  lords,  because  I  am  convinced 
It,  whenever  the  case  happens,  we  shall 
ve  no  English  army  to  spare. 
I  have  taken  a  wide  circuit,  my  lords  ; 
d  trespassed,  I  feur,  too  long  upon  your 
dships'  patience.  Yet  I  cannot  oon- 
ide  without  endeavouring  to  bring  home 
ur  thoughts  to  an  object  more  im- 
idiately  interesting  to  us  than  dny  I 
ire  yet  considered  ;  I  mean  the  internal 
adition  of  this  country.  We  may  look 
road  for  wealth,  or  triumphs,  or  luxury ; 
t  England,  my  lords,  is  the  main  stay, 
i  last  resort  of  the  whole  empire.  To 
8  point  every  scheme  of  policy,  whether 
eign  or  domestic,  should  ultimately  re« 
Have  any  measures  been  taken'  to 
bfy,  ow^  to  unite  the  -people  i  Are  the 
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grievances  ihey  have  so  long  complained^ 
of,  removed  ?  or  do  they  stand  not  only 
unredressed,  but  aggravated  ?  Is  the  right 
of  free  election  restored  to  the  elective 
body  ?  My  lords,  I  myself  am  one  of  the 
people.  1  esteem  that  security  and  inde- 
pendence, which  is  the  original  birthrieht 
of  an  Englishman,  far  beyond  the  privi- 
leges, however  splendid,  which  are  an- 
nexed to  the  peerage.  I  myself  am  by 
birth  an  Enghsh  elector,  and  join  with 
the  freeholders  of  England  as  in  a  common 
cause. '  Believe  me,  my  lords,  we  mistake 
our  real  interest  as  much  as  our  duty,  when 
we  separate  ourselves  from  the  mass  of  the 
people.  Can  it  be  expected  that  English- 
men will  unite  heartily  in  the  defence  of  a 
government,  by  which  they  feel  themselves 
insulted  and  oppressed  I  Uestore  them  to 
their  rights ;  tnat  is  the  true  way  to  make 
them  unanimous.  It  is  not  a  ceremonious 
recommendation  from  the  throne,  that  can 
bring  back  peace  and  harmony  to  a  dis- 
contented people.  That  insipid  annual 
opiate  has  been  administered  so  long,  that 
it  has  lost  its  effect.  Something  sid)stan- 
tial,  something  effectual  must  be  done. 

The  public  credit  of  the  nation  stands 
next  in  degree  to  the  rights  of  the  consti- 
tution ;  it  calls  loudly  for  the  interposition 
of  parliament.  There  is  a  set  of  men,  my 
lords,  in  the  city  of  London,  who  are 
known  to  live  in  riot  and  luxury,  on  the 
plunder  of  the  ignorant,  the  innocent,  the 
tielpless — on  that  part  of  the  community, 
which  stands  most  in  need  of,  and  best  de- 
serves the  care  and  protection  of  legisla- 
ture. To  me,  my  lordsy  whether  they 
be  the  miserable  jobbers  of  Change-alley, 
or  the  lofty  Asiatic  plunderers  of  Leaden- 
hall-street,  they  are  all  equally  detestable. 
I  care  but  little  whether  a  man  walks  on 
footy  or  is  drawn  by  eight  horses  or  six 
horses;  if  his  luxury  be  supported  by  the 
plunder  of  his  country,  I  ciespbe  and  de- 
test him.  My  lords,  while  I  liad  the  ho- 
nour of  serving  his  Majesty,  I  never  ven- 
tured to  look  at  the  Treasury  but  at  a  dis- 
tance ;  it  is  a  business  I  am  unfit  for,  and 
to  whioh  I  never  could  have  submitted. 
The  little  I  know  of  it  has  not  served  to 
raise  my  opinion  of  what  is  vulgarly  called 
the  monied  interest;  I  mean  that  blood- 
sucker, that  muck-worm,  which  calls  it- 
self the  friend  of  government — that  pre- 
tends to  serve  this  or  that  administration, 
and  may  be  purchased,  on  the  same  terms, 
by  any  administration — that  advances  mo- 
ney to  government,  and  takes  special  cave 
of  its  own- emoluments.    Under  thisdes- 

[4B]      . 
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.cription  I  include  the  whole  race  of  com« 
missaries,  jobbers,  contractors,  clothiers, 
and  remitters.  Yet  I  do  not  deny  that, 
even  with  these  creatures,  some  manage* 
incnt  may  be  necessary.  '  I  hope,  my 
lords,  that  nothing  1  have  said  will  be  un- 
derstood to  extend  to  the  honest,  indus* 
trious  tradesman,  who  holds  the  middle 
rank,  and  has  given  repeated  proofs,  that 
he  prefers  law  and  liberty  to  gold.  1  love 
that  class  of  men.  Much  less  would  I  be 
thought  to  reflect  upon  the  fair  merchant, 
whose  liberal  commerce  is  the  prime 
source  of  national  wealth.  I  esteem  his 
occupation,  and  respect  his  character. 

My  lords,  if  the  general  representation, 
which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  lay  before 
you  of  the  situation  of  public  afiairs,  has, 
in  any  measure,  engaged  your  attention ; 
yoMr  lordships,  I  am  sure,  will  agree  with 
me,  that  the  season  calls  for  more  than 
common  prudence  and  vigour  in  the  di- 
rection of  our  councils.  'Die  difficulty  of 
the  crisis  demands  a  wise,  a  firm,  and  a 
popular  administration.  The  dishonour- 
able traffic  of  places  has  engaged  us  too 
long.  Upon  this  subject,  my  lords,  I 
speak  witnout  interest  or  enmity.  I  have 
no  personal  objection  to  any  of  the  King's 
servants.  I  shall  never  be  minister ;  cer- 
tainly not  without  full  power  to  cut  away 
all  the  rotten  branches  of  government. 
Yet,  unconcerned  as  I  truly  am  for  my- 
self, I  cannot  avoid  seeing  some  capital 
errors  ip  the  distribution  of  the  royal  fa- 
vour. There  are  men,  my  lords,  who,  if 
their  own  services  were  forgotten,  ought 
to  have  an  hereditary  merit  with  the 
House  of  Hanover ;  whose  ancestors  stood 
forth  in  the  day  of  trouble,  opposed  their 
persons  and  fortunes  to  treachery  and  re- 
bellion, and  secured  to  his  Majesty's  family 
this  splendid  power  of  rewarding.  ^  There 
are  other  men,  my  lords,  [looking  sternly 
and  shaking  his  fist  at  lord  Mansfield] 
who,  to  speak  tenderly  of  them,  were  not 

Suite  so  forward  in  the  demonstrations  of 
iieir  zeal  to  the  reigning  fiimily:   there 
was  another  cause,  my  lords,  and  a  par- 
tiality to  it,  which  some  persons  had  not, 
at  all  times,  discretion  enough  to  conceal. 
I  know  I  shall  be  accused  of  attempting  to 
^revive  distinctions.  -  My  lords,  if  it  were 
possible,  I  would  not  wish  the  favours  of 
the  crown  to  flow  invariably  in  one  chan- 
nel.   But   there   are    some  distinctions, 
which  are  inherent  in  the  nature  of  things. 
•There  is  a  distinction  between  right  and 
wrong, — between  Whig  and  Torjr. 
When  I  speak  of  an  adminiatratipni  such 


as  the  necessity  of  the  season  calk  bt, 
my  views  are  large  and  oomprebeom 
It  must  be  popular,  that  it  may  begin  with 
reputation.  It  must  be  strong  witlua 
itself,  that  it  may  proceed  with  vigoor  and 
decision.  An  administration,  formed  oa 
an  exclusive  system  of  family  connexkni 
or  private  friendships,  cannot,  I  am  con- 
vinced, be  longsupported  in  this comstiy. 
Yet,  my  lords,  no  man  respects  or  valad 
more  than  I  do,  that  honourable  c» 
nexion,  which  arises  from  a  disinteretti 
concurrence  in  opinion  upon  poblic  no* 
sures,  or  from  the  sacred  bond  of  prinli 
friendship  and  esteem.  WhatloaeaBi^ 
that  no  sin^e  man's  private  friefidsb^ 
or  connexions,  however  extensive,  are  sa^ 
ficient  of  themselves,  either  to  fonn  or 
overturn  an  administration.  Witli  respect 
to  the  ministry,  I  believe,  they  have  wttet 
rivals  than  they  imagine.  No  pnideHt 
man  will  covet  a  situation  so  beset  witk 
difficulty  and  danger. 

I  shall  trouble  your  lordships  whhlMt 
a  few  words  more.  His  Majes^  tdis  mn 
his  Speech,  that' he  will  call  upon  us  for  m 
advice,  if  it  should  be  necessary  in  tbefi^ 
ther  progress  of  this  afiair.  It  is  not  eaif 
to  say  whether  or  no  the  ministry  areae* 
nous  in  this  declaration;  nor  whatii 
meant  by  the  progress  of  an  affiiir,  vhiok 
rests  on  one  fix^  point*  Hitherto  ft 
hafe  not  been  called  upon.  But  tboq^ 
we  are  not  consulted,  it  is  our  r^t  m 
duty  as  the  King's  great  hereditary  cb» 
cil,  to  offer  him  our  advice.  The  pape>( 
mentioned  in  the  noble  duke's  iD(m 
will  enable  us  to  form  a  just  and  accunle 
opinion  of  the  conduct  of  his  Majestj*! 
servants,  though  not  of  the  actual  state  if 
their  honourable  negociations.  The  ii^ 
nistiy,  too,  seem  to  want  advice  od  sobb 
points,  in  which  their  own  safety  is  ims^ 
diately  concerned.  They  are  now  bahao* 
ing  between  a  war  which  they  oogfat  ^ 
have  foreseen,  but  for  which  tbeyho^ 
made  no  provision,  and  an  igoomimotf 
compromise.  Let  me  warn  them  of  tiiar 
danger.  If  they  are  forced  into  a  wari 
they  stand  it  at  the  hazard  of  their  haa^ 
If,  by  an  ignominious  compromise^  thef 
should  stain  the  honour  of  the  croinm  ^ 
sacrifice  the  rights  of  the  people,  kltta* 
look  to  the  consequences,  and  ooofldif 
whether  Aey  will  be  able  to  walk  A* 
streets  in  safety. 

Earl  Gotoer  : 

My  lords ;  diough  the  whk^ 
who  have  qpokeo  qgainst  tb9  pme^^ 
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ioo,  ha?e  said  suffident  for  your  lordships 
9  give  it  an  immediate  rc^ectiop,  I  cannot 
bink  mj  duty  Satisfactorily  discharged  as 
member  of  this  House,  without  giving 
lore  than  a  simple  negative ;  under  colour 
f  a  superior  attachment  to  the  welfare, 
le  honour  of  the  kingdom,  our  patriots 
«in  insidiously  desirous  of  sacrificing 
oth  to  the  views  of  their  popularity.  Ren- 
ered  desperate  by  their  total  insignifi- 
ince  withm  doors,  they  are  indefatigably 
idulous,  to  preserve  some  little  conse- 
Hence  among  the  rabble  without;  and 
re  therefore  continually  harassing  your 
rdships  with  such  questions,  as' seem 
kely  to  excite  the  admiration  of  their 
ipporters  in  the  sudburbs*  If  it  was  not 
If  these  questions  their  names  would 
Brer  be  heard  of;  they  would  crawl  out 
'creation  as  quietly  as  they  crawled  in, 
td  as  a  modem  wnter,  speaking  of  a  pa^- 
iotic  nobleman  in  my  eye,  very  aptly  ez- 
"esses  it,  **  add  only  a  single  unit  to  the 
Ik  of  mortality.'' 

The  ends  of  the  noble  lords,  therefore, 
ting  10  obvious  and  so  contemptible,  I 
all  not  descend  to  a  farther  observation 
their  principles,  but  confine  myself 
lely  to  the  question  before  the  House.  It 

00  all  hands  agreed,  my  lords,  that  if 
e  present  ol)ject  of  dispute  between 
reat  Britain  and  Spain  can  be  adjusted 
to  amicable  manner,  without  lessening 
e  honour  of  this  kingdom ;  that  if  we 
n  avoid  a  war,  and  jret  maintain  our  re- 
itation ;  I  say,  my  lords,  it  is  on  all  hands 
reed  that  if  we  can  do  this,  we  shall  es- 
itially  consult  the  national  prosperity. 
lis  the  noble  lords,  who  contend  for  the 
opriety  of  storming  the  cabinet,  have 
smselves  repeatedly  acknowledged,  not- 
thstanding  their  vehemence  for  an  im- 
Miiate  commencement  of  hostilities, 
t  though  we  can  avoid  a  rupture  with 
Dour,  though  the  dispute  with  Spain  is 
the  fairest  way  of  being  amicably  ad- 
ted,  still  havoc  is  the  only  cry,  the  dogs 
war  must  at  all  events  be  unchained, 

1  nothing  can  be  properly  terminated 
hout  blood* 

To  enforce  this  assertion,  my  lords, 
a  me  leave  to  observe,  that  the  dispute 
h  Spain  is  in  a  manner  already  settled ; 
Catholic  majesty  has  disavowed  the 
iduct  of  his  officer;  has  disclaimed  all 
?ntion  of  violating  the  fiedth  of  treaties ; 
I  whether  he  disavows  from  principle,  or 
claims  from  policy,  is  a  matter  of  very 
e  consequence  to  this  kingdom.  Were 
iudustrioua  for  oocaaioaa  to  quarrel, 


were  he  desirous  of  invading  the  territo- 
ries  of  England,  and  were  he  in  a  condi- 
tion of  gratifying  a  desire  of  that  nature, 
there  could  be  no  motive  for  his  pacific 
assurances;  it  would  be  unnecessary  to 
deny,  what  he  judged  necessary  to  prac- 
tise: hostilities  cannot  be  commenced 
against  us  in  secret ;  we  cannot  be  robbed 
of  dominions  without  our  knowledge;  v(e 
must  feel,  whenever  he  thinks  proper  to 
strike,  and  of  consequence  we  cannot  sup- 
pose the  king  of  Spain  would  degrade 
nimself  by  a  deliberate  falshood,  which 
was  no  way  calculated  to  advance  his  de- 
signs against  the  rights  of  this  country. 
The  very  pride  attributed  to  his  nation, 
would  prevent  such  a  littleness  ;  the  very 
haughtiness  of  which  our  patriots  com- 
plain in  the  court  of  Madrid,  argues  the 
impossibility  of  the  circumstance.  Pride, 
indeed,  is  often  mean  to  obtain  a  favourite 
end ;  but  to  be  mean  without  an  end,  to 
be  despicable  without  a  purpose,  is  seldom 
the  characteristic,  either  of  a  high-spirited 
prince,  or  a  sensible  people. 

The  noble  lords  who  support  the  motioA 
will  possibly  ask.  Why,  if  hb  Catholic  ma^ 
jesty's  sentiments  are  thus  pacific,  are  we 
still  kept  out  of  Falkland's  island  >  They 
will  ask,  why  is  not  Don  Francisco  Buc- 
carelli  recalled,  why  is  not  he  punished  for 
acting  in^  opposition  to  his  master's  views, 
and  called  to  a  severe  account  for  daring 
to  invade  the  territories  of  England  ?  To 
these  questions,  the  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last,  unanswerable  as  he  may  think  them, 
has  furnished  me  with  a  very  sufficient  re- 
ply. His  lordship  tells  us,  that  we  have 
been  in  possession  of  Falkland's  island, 
only  since  the  year  1764  or  1765,  and  that 
even  durins  this  inconsiderable  period, 
the  Spaniards  have  repeatedly  claimed  the 
island  from  our  ministers,  as  their  own  in- 
dubitable property.  By  this  account,  my 
lords,  instead  of  our  declaring  war  against 
Spain,  Spain  actually  had  a  cause  of  de- 
claring war  against  us,  and  instead  of  her 
desiring,  instead  of  her  making  a  rupture 
with  England,  she  has  on  the  contrary,  for 
four  or  five  years,  contented  herself  with  a 
very  harmless  negociation.  Ay,  but  says 
the  noble  lord.  Is  not  the  island  at  this 
mometit  in  the  hands  of  Don  Francisoo 
Buccarelli,  in  the  hands  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernor ;  shall  we  admit  of  such  an  indig- 
nity, shall  we  make  it  a  matter  of  dispute, 
whether  his  Majesty's  dominions  shall,  or 
shall  not  be  restored  ?  A  strain  of  interro- 
gatory like  this,  my  lords,  is,  to  be  sure, 
exceedingly  animated;  it  must  alarm  the 
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whole  kingdom. '  Hie  noble  lord  wishes  to  | 
rouse,  he  wishes  to  alarm — but  alas !  the 
cloud  attending  the  thunder  of  his  elo- 
quence,  is  not  thick  enough  to  conceal  the 
inconsistency  of  his  arguments.  Heforgets, 
my  lords^  that  by  his  own  acknowledgment, 
our  right  to  Falkland's  island  was  litigated 
from  the  first :  he  forgets  thatthe  Spaniards 
oftenapplied  to  our  ministry  upon  this  very 
aubjecty  and  that  of  consequenceou'r  preten- 
sions to  the  exclusive  possession,  are  nei- 
ther so  ancient  nor  so  clear,  as  the  noble 
lord  would  insinuate ;  I  am  not  saying  that 
this  justifies  the  capture  of  the  island,  but 
I  must  nevertheless  insist,  that  it  is  a' 
seasonable  plea  for  our  negociating  with 
Spain.  If,  as  the  noble  lord  says,  our 
c£edm  to  Falkland's  island  is  so  very  dis- 
putable, and  jf  the  Spaniards,  since  our 
first  possessing  it,  have  urged  a  title  to  it ; 
is  it  at  all  surprising,  that  Don  Francisco 
Buccarelli  should  think  it  a  real  appen- 
dage of  the  Spanish  crown  ?  Or  is  it  at  all 
surprising,  when  we  demand  it  perempto- 
rily as  our  right,  if  the  court  of  Madrid, 
though  it  disavows  the  capture,  should 
examine  into  the  nature  of  that  right,  and 
make  it  a  necessary  circumstance  of  nego- 
ciation  ?  The  noble  lords,  who  are  so  ear- 
Best  for  a  war,  do  not*  seem  themselves 
very  certain^with  respect  to  our  property 
in  the  object  of  dispute;  but  r%ht  or 
wrong,  whether  it  belongs  to  us,  or  does 
not  belong  to  us,  we  must  instantly  pro- 
ceed to  hostilities,  our  honour  is  diminish- 
edy  if  we  enquire  into  the  ground  of  alter- 
cation, and  It  is  injurious  to  our  national 
character,  to  know  whether  we  have  or 
have  not  a  real  foundation  of  ofience. 

The  noble  lords  will  possibly  say,  that 
tlie  Spaniards  are  all  this  time  only  amusing 
us  with  a  negociation  ;  that  they  are  only 
gaining  time  to  put  themselves  m  a  situa- 
tion to  attack  us,  and  that  the  moment 
they  have  the  ability,  they  will  manifest 
the  will  of  breaking  openly  with  England. 
Well,  my  lords,  even  admitting  this  to  be 
the  case,  is  not  their  very  artifice  of  essen- 
tial use  to  this  country;  does  it  not  give 
us  time  to  put  ourselves  in  a  slate  of  re- 
pelling force  by  force;  in  a  state  of  re- 
pairing the  miserable  effects  of  ministerial 
negligence,  in  a  state  of  providing  for  the 
necessary  defence  of  the  l^ingdom  ?  If  our 
army  and  our  fleet  are  in  so  wretched  a 
condition,  as  patriotism  is  pleased  to 
represent,  what  can  be  more  judicious 
than  a  protraction  of  the  negociation  ?  A 
protraction  is  the  wisest  measure  which 
government  can  possibly  pursue,  till  it  ac- 
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quires  8treii||l^  enough  to  make  an  eSec' 
tual  oppoaiuott  to  the  eaemj;  tifl  it  ac- 
quires strength  enoo^  to  carry  on  a  nr 
with  some  prospect  of  nocess,  nd  for- 
nishes  Bome  littte  ^obability  of  oar  pn* 
servuo^  thirt  military  repmatioD,  vUchwi 
have  fortunately  established  in  evoy  fa* 
ter  of  the  globe. 

The  noUe  lords,  however,  iHio  irg« 
for  the  motion,  may  think  it  more  honoBi- 
aUe  to  be  beaten  in  the  field,  or  tok 
vanquished  on  the  ocean,  than  to  Dep> 
date  a  moment  longer.  They  may  U 
defisat  more  eligible  tliBn  argument;  k 
my  avhi  part  I  am  of  a  very  miereDta|i> 
nion;  I  am  not  for  figirtinff ,  without  de 
hope  of  victory;.  I  am'iKit  tor  sending  qa 
a  British  force  mer^y  So  be  sfatogbterd, 
nor  for  wasting  omr  weakh  to  give  an  » 
necessary  triumph  to  oar  enemieB.  tf  re 
believe  the  noble  lords,  these  aem 
have  already  gained  too  gient  a  tiianph 
over  us ;  and  the  last  speaker  has  paiti- 
cularly  assigned  an  unanswerable  nam 
for  our  avoiding  a  war  on  any  tam.  & 
tells  us,  that  when  he  compares  the  aaabs 
of  our  people,  estimated  ntgfaly  at  7  ob- 
lions,  with  the  popdation  of  Frasoesid 
Spain,  usually  reckoned  at  25  milliottt  ^ 
sees  a  clear,  a  self-evident  impoasibiliiT, 
for  this  country  to  contend  with  the  unitsi 
power  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  mffch 
upon  the  strength  of  its  own  resourcK 
X  et,  though  he  sees  the  dear,  the  e^^ 
impossibility  of  such  a  contentioo,  faeB^ 
vertheless  calls  lovdly  for  a  «tr,  fd 
makes  a  mighty  parade  of  his  pnUicn- 
tue,  in  advising  what  he  himself  confcM 
our  inevitable  destruction.  This  is  t^ 
all,  though  our  force  is  so  dangerodf 
inferior  to  the  House  of  Bourbon,  thoesk 
our  own  resources  are  thus  inadeqoateto 
the  end  of  our  preservation,  the  noble  M 
will  not  allow  us  to  seek  for  foreiga  s> 
sistance;  no,  si^s  he,  *<  I  hope  I  >^ 
never  see  an  army  of  foreign  aoxilian^s  is 
Great  Britain ;  we  do  not  want  it,  if  v' 
people  are  united;  if  Uieyare  attaofcol 
ta  tne  King,  and  place  a  confidence  iai* 
government,  we  have  an  internal  stKOfUl 
sufficient  to  repel  any  foreign  im'ssioB.'' 
What,  my  lords,  are  our  7  milliowwj 
terly  unable  to  contend  with  the  ^  &■* 
lions  of  France  and  Spain,  and  bare « 
at  the  same  tune  an  internal  stren^tfa  «> 
ficient  to  repel  any  foreign  ioTa^n-  ^ 
we  are  not  equal  to  vindJcate  oor  ^ 
rights,  vrhj  does  he  <»hort  vatto^^ 
mediate  war?  If  we  have  a suficto^  ^ 
tenud  9tveDglh^  where  does  he  ier(^ 
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dettTy  the  evident  impossibility  of  our  con- 
ttoding  with  the  united  power  of  the  Bour* 
boD  family,  merely  upon  the  strength  of 
our  own  resources  ?  Oar  own  resources  in 
the  kst  war,  my  lords,  not  only  enabled 
m  to  combat,  but  to  conquer  the  united 
powers  of  that  family :  our  own  resources 
were  not  only  adequate  to  our  own  de- 
fence, but  to  the  defence  of  other  nations. 
But  the  noble  lord  is  accustomed  to  play 
tke  part  of  ^sop's  traveller ;  through  lire 
he  has  been  remarkable  for  blowing  hot 
and  cold,  as  his  purposes  were  answered ; 
we  must  not  therefore  wonder  at  his  pre- 
iSDt  incongruity :  we  must  let  him  talk  of 
onr  weakness  and  our  strength  with  the 
same  breath ;  we  mu^t  sufer  him  to  repre- 
sent us  on  the  verge  of  ruin,  and  in  the 
meridian  of  proaperity ;  all  we  have  to  do 
s  to  disregard  the  self-refuting  absurdity 
of  his  reasoning,  and  act  upon  such  princi- 
ples as  square  with  the  dictates  of  common 
sense,  and  evident  utility. 

The  noble  lord  will  possibly  tell  me, 
that  during  the  last  war  the  people  were 
mited ;  and  that  their  union  was  the  chief 
source  of  all  our  good  fortune.  Will  his 
lordship  venture  to  assert,  with  all  his  con- 
tempt of  administration,  that  they  will  not 
be  again  united  against  a  common  enemy, 
if  a  fresh  war  is  commenced  to-morrow  ? 
Who,  let  me  ask  him,  are  calling  out  for 
a  war,  but  the  very  faction  which  is  ad- 
y&ie  to  the  ministry — but  the  very  pa- 
triots, as  he  CBi\]s  the  seditious  opposition 
to  all  legal  government  ?  Dare  ne  say, 
that  this  opposition  will  not  assist  in  the 
war  which  it  is  so  desirous  to  commence,  or 
ttn  he  imagine  it  will  become  a  voluntary 
<iMK^ttest  to  the  foe,  out  of  resentment  to 
*dmmistration  ?  A  belief  of  this  kind  may 
perhaps  be  inculcated  with  success  in  the 
^ons  of  Bedlam — ^here  it  is  too  gross — 
here  therefore  let  us  despise  it.  If  we 
jttdffe  it  necessary  to  break  with  Spain, 
we  have  the  surest  tie  upon  the  assistance 
of  every  individual  in  the  state—- we  have 
we  tie  of  his  own  interest,  and  we  know 
he  will  defend  himself,  though  he  detests 
the  minister.  However,  as  the  breach  is 
not  likely  to  happen,  till  h  becomes  indis- 
pensably i^quisite,  I  shall  vote  for  the 
Previous  question. 

I^rd  SheUmme : 

My  lords ;  it  is  extremely  evident, 
whether  we  commence  a  war  with  Spain, 
^  tamely  crouch  under  the  insults  of  that 
Jj^^ty  kingdom;  it  is  extremely  evi- 
^^Qti  wheOer  we  spiritedly  draw  the  swordi 


or  purchase  an  inglorious  security  by  the 
sacrifice  of  our  national  honour,  that  we 
shall  neither  be  united  at  home,  nor  re- 
spected abroad,  till  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment are  lodged  with  men  who  have  some 
little  pretensions  t<)  common  sense  and 
common  honesty.  Had  our  ministers,  my 
lords,  even  the  wish  to  act  with  wisdom, 
they  have  not  the  ability.  The  mere  pos- 
session of  their  places  does  not  give  them 
a  capacity  to  understand,  or  a  resolution 
to  execute.  They  have  received  no  in- 
struction in  the  reid  schools  of  business^ 
and,  ignorant  of  every  thing  but  their  Owa 
interest,  they  look  down  from  their  acci^ 
dental  elevation,  confused,  astonished,  terri- 
fied. Ashamed  to  descend,  and  yet  afraid 
to  act  on  the  lofty  pinnacle  of  power,  die 
welfare,  the  reputation  of  the  kingdom  it 
hourlv  given  up ;  nothing  is  attended  to^ 
but  the  preservation  of  their  official  emo- 
luments, and  so  these  emoluments  can  be 
preserved,  they  are  deaf  to  the  execra* 
tions  of  their  indignant  countrymen.  For 
these  reasons,  my  lords,  necessary  as  a 
war  with  Spain  ma^  be,  who  could  wish 
to  have  the  direction  of  so  inoportant  a 
business  in  such  feeble,  in  such  incom- 
petent hands?  Indeed,  if  there  was  a  like- 
lihood, that  the  difficulty  of  conducting 
the  military  operations  of  an  injured  peo- 
ple, would  force  them  from  tlie  employ- 
ments  they  disgrace,  it  would  be  actually 
worth  our  while  to  commence  a  war, 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  a  fresh 
administration.  But  while  the  baleful  in- 
fluence of  the  northern  star  continues, 
peace  or  war  must  be  equally  indifferent, 
the  public  will  be  plundered  and  betray- 
ed ;  the  glory  of  the  British  crown  will  be 
eclipsed,  and  the  aueen  of  nations  made 
an  object  of  ridicule  to  every  potentate  in 
Europe. 

Lord  Weymouth: 

My  lords ;  a  strain  of  seneral  in- 
vective is  so  customary  with  the  opposi- 
tion, that  I  should  not  have  been  in  the 
least  surprized,  if  the  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last,  had  condemned  both  the  hearts  and 
the  heads  of  the  ministry  in  the  gross; 
bgt  when  he  speaks  of  their  total  unac- 
quaintance  with  business,  and  tells  us,  that 
they  have  never  had  any  opportunities  of 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  their  offices,  I 
am  provoked  hy  his  temerity,  to  ask  him 
where  he  acquured  a  knowledge  of-  busi- 
ness ?  where  his  noble  friend  the  marquis 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  business?,  or 
where  even  the  chief  oracle  of  opposition. 
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w)io  harangued  so  elaboratelj  on  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  kiiigdonii  acquired  a  know- 
ledge of  business?  The  noble  lord,  in- 
de^f  made  a  campaign  during  the  late 
war,  but  his  military  prowess  surely  did 
not  qualify  him  to  be  secretary  of  state, 
yet  his  lordship  very  confidently  acc^ted 
the  seals  the  moment  they  were  ofiered 
to  him,  and*never  thought  there  was  the 
least  necessity  for  an  omcial  gradation  to 
that  important  employment.  The  noble 
marquis  also,  previous  to  his  presiding  at 
the  Treasunr,  filled  the  di^tcuU  station  of  a 
lord  in  the  bed-chamber ;  yet,  in  nfy  opi- 
nion he  could  not  gain  a  very  extensive 
knowledge  of  business  in  that  character ; 
nor  do  1  think  the  chief  orator  of  die 
party  made  himself  a  proficient  in  the 
science  of  government,  bv  holding  a  sine- 
cure vice-treasurership  of  Ireland.  Why, 
therefore,  is  the  inexperience  of  others  so 
mighty  an  object  or  reproach?  Are  the 
noble  lords  modest  enough  to  entertain  a 
very  high  opinion  of  themselves,  and  a 
very  contemptible  one  of  their  opponents? 
How  is  the  superiority  of  their  under- 
standing made  apparent  ?  Does  it  appear 
in  the  closeness  of  their  reasoning,  the 
consistency  of  their  conduct,  or  the  efiect 
of  their  operations  ?  I  almost  blush  to  aak 
these  Questions:  1  am  afraid  the  noble 
lord,  wno  spoke  last,  will  think  I  want  to 
degrade  the  members  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration into  a  competition  of  talents 
with  him,  but  I  will  not  attempt  to  injure 
him  so  far,  or  to  lessen  the  ministry  so 
wantonly.  I  shall  therefore  only  add,  that 
those  who  have  triumphed  over  faction  at 
home,  brought  the  Americans  back  to 
their  duty,  and  established  the  most  per- 
manent harmony  between  the  Kine  and 
his  parliament,  have  proved  their  know- 
ledge of  business  sufficiently  to  deserve, 
and  to  gain  the  first  employments  of  their 
country. 

Lord  LyUelton  : 

My  lords;  I  shall  by  no  means 
enter  into  the  personality  of  political  argu- 
ment. I  am  sorry  whenever  the  least  ap- 
pearance of  personality  seems  prevalent 
iti  this  House;  and  wish,  as  we  are  all 
united  in  one  common  band  of  interest,  to 
hear  the  different  opinions,  on  the  best 
methods  of  advancing  that  interest,  deli- 
vered with  a  politeness  becoming  the  dig- 
nity of  our  rank.  My  cpinion,  my  lor£, 
I  candidly  confess,  is  m  ravour  of  the  mo- 
tion. I  Uiink  parliament  can  never  have 
too  ample  a  field  for  information^  we  are 


the  hereditary  counsellors  of  the  crovn, 
and  how  are  we  to  counsel  without  a  p«. 
ticular  acquaintance  with  facts  ?  wlien  ate 
we  to  counsel  but  in  times  of  public  dm- 
eer  ?  and  what  are  we  this  moment  met 
ror,  but  to  consider  the  businen  of  the 
kingdom?  While  1  say  this,  however, 
my  lords,  I  must  express  my  coocero  u 
jthe  melancholy  colours  in  which  thefiiendi 
of  the  motion  have  given  us  apictuieof 
the  kingdom.  I  am  apprehensive— naj,  I 
am  satisfied,  that  we  are  not  in  m  good  i 

eosturie  of  deforce,  as  we  ought  to  bt 
>ut  let  us  not  intimidate  the  people  bf 
our  fears,  when  we  ought  to  fire  tbeo  br 
our  resolution ;  let  us  cease  to  encoora^ 
the  injurious  designs  of  our  enemies  bj 
exaggerating  the  weakness  of  our  coontJT. 
Every  ambassador  has  his  emissaries;  to 
may  be  Spanish  emissaries  at  this  monest 
here;  I  shall,  therefore,  conclude, tor 
even  whisper  my  fears,  lest  they  may  be 
prejudicial  to  my  fellow  subjects. 

Lord  Sandwich  : 

My  lords ;  I  am  heartily  for  k 
previous  question,  and  Uioroughlj  as* 
vinced  with  respect  to  the  injustice  of  tbe 
accusations,  which  in  the  course  of  tbeds* 
bate  have  been  urged  against  his  Majesty*! 
ministers.  Their  proceedings  have,  in  tbe 
general,  been  pronounced  weak  and  vkk- 
ed ;  the  terms  folly  and  treachery  ba^e 
been  very  plentifully  poured  upon  their 
conduct,  ana  if  the  voice  of  popularitia 
to  be  credited,  they  ought  to  be  instaotlj 
sacrificed  to  the  just  resentmeat  of  tk 
kingdom.  It  is  not  a  little  uofortuoaie 
however,  for  the  open  rivals  of  admioiini' 
tion,  the  declared  candidates  for  offio, 
that  the  legal  judges  of  ministerial  recti* 
tude  or  delinquency,  are  quite  of  a  coo* 
traiy  opinion;  that  no  period  of  tbe  Bri* 
tish  history  can  shew  an  admiDistratkn, 
more  powerfully  supported  ^  more  hear- 
tily approved  by  both  houses  of  ^- 
liament  than  the  present;  notwiUutaod- 
ing  the  universal  detestation  in  which 
they  arc  held,  notwithstanding  the  oat- 
cry  industriously  fomented  against  tbeo 
in  every  quarter  of  the  kiogdom,  ^ 
the  only  constitutional  tribunal  atwhicb 
their  actions  can  be  tried,  bears  testimoDJ 
to  their  worth,  and  applauds  theiriotegnty; 
it  has  deemed  the  charges,  urged  by  their 
enemies,  too  despicame,  too  rancorotis 
even  to  be  heard :  it  has  dismissed  thai 
with  insuperable  contempt,  and  declared 
that  its  own  honour,  even  in  die  ooo^ 
atrocious  allegations  of  criminalitfi  «* 
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immediately  connected  with  the  honour  of 
bk  Majesty's  ministers. 

The  noble  lords  will  undoubtedly  say, 
that  the  parliamentary  majority,  which 
bas  thus  supported  the  measures,  pursued 
by  the  servants  of  the  crown,  is  a  corrupt 
majority  of  court  dependants,  composed  of 
placemen  and  place-hunters,  pensioners, 
contractors,  omcers  in  the .  army,  and 
firactitioners  at  the  bar,  who  have  con- 
tinual  favours  either  to  solicit  or  expect 
from  administration.  Who,  however,  let 
me  ask,  are  the  pillars  of  the  opposition  t 
discarded  courtiers  with  their  hungry  re- 
tainers ;  men  rendered  implacable  by  dis- 
mission, and  desperate  through  necessity ; 
men  who  are  maddened  at  having  lost 
their  places,  and  who  would  do  any  thing 
to  recover  them:  they  will  not,  I  hope,  be 
offended  at  this  imputation  of  venality;  they 
deai  very  largely  m  imputations  of  venality 
diemselyes,  and  must  not  be  astonished 
at  recrimination :  it  is  moreover  as  natural 
for  them  to  violate  the  principles  of  ho- 
neBty  to  gain,  as  it  is  for  the  objects  of 
their  envy  to  be  corrupt,  through  a  desire 
of  keeping  possession  of  their  employments ; 
besides,  my  lords,  let  me  ask  when  the  pa- 
triots themselves  were  in  power,  if  they 
did  not  make  use  of  the  very  placemen 
tnd  pensioners,  whom  they  now  treat  with 
so  much  contempt,  and  declare  to  be  ut- 
terly unfit  for  the  confidence  of  the  king- 
dom; when  they  were  in  the  great  depart- 
ments of  government  no  complaint  what- 
ever was  made  of  places  or  pensions;  nay 
these  mirrors  of  political  virtue  !were  the 
,fifst  to  stipulate  for  them ;  were  the  first  to 
CDcrease  the  burdens  of  their  miserable 
country  by  personal  appointments  and 
aversions  in  case  of  dismission,  to  their 
ftmilies.  The  present  prostitute  adminis- 
tration, as  they  are  pleased  to  call  it,  has 
done  nothing  like  this ;-  the  members  pf  it 
Ittve  come  in  without  condition,  if  they  go 
out  to-morrow,  they  will  so  out  without 
condition,  and  leave  the  plunder  of  their 
country  to  its  immaculate  deliverers. 

The  noble  lords  who  have  spoken  in 
f4>port  of  the  motion,  seem  to  thmk,  that 
if  the  present  administration  is  bellowed 
out  of  office,  unanimity  will  be  immediately 
restored  at  home,  and  that  they  will  be 
able  to  take  a  quiet  possession  of  all  the 
K^eat  employments  in  the  state.  In  this, 
however,  they  must  be  miserably  disap- 
pointed ;  they  are  all  patriots  now  while 
oot  of  place,  but  the  diflerent  leaders  of 
position  are  as  adverse  to  each  other  as 
toey  are  inimical  to  adnunistration ;  they 


di£kr  besides  as  much  in  their  political 
creed,  as  they  affect  to  differ  from  the 
principles  of  government.  One  party  de- 
clares impressing  for  the  sea  service  ut- 
terly repugnant  to  the  constitution  ;  ano- 
ther party  is  for  calling  the  abettors  of 
this  dangerous  doctrine  to  immediate  pu- 
nishment. One  party  is  for  governing  by 
an  aristocracy  otthe  great  families;  ano- 
ther thinks  such  a  measure  injurious  to  the 
privileges  of  the  people.  Some  are  for  re- 
monstrating only ;  others  are  for  impeach- 
ments: in  shdtt  down  to  Wilkes  and 
Edridge  they  are  divided  among  themselves ; 
so  that  if  a  new  arrangement  was  instantly 
to  take  place,  we  must  only  expect  a  fresh 
flame  or  discord  raging  through  the  king- 
dom. At  present,  opposition  is  in  a  man- 
ner annihilated ;  change  hands  however^ 
and  you  furnish  a  new  opportunity  for 
complaining ;  the  leaders  of  our  di&rent 
parties  aspire  each,  to  take  the  lead  in 
office ;  each  refuses  to  admit  the  superi- 
ority of  the  other  '^  what  therefore  are  we 
\o  gain  by  a  change  ?  Let  the  opposition 
itself  answer ;  and  let  them,  if  they  can» 
say,  that  all  would  not  be  as  the  poet  says, 
**  anarchy  and  uproar.'' 

Having  delivered  my  sentiments  tkus 
freelyi  my  lords,  give  me  leave  to  take 
some  notice  of  what  a  noble  earl  has  been 
'pleased  to  say,  with  respect  to  the  pro- 
priety of  an  hereditary  gratitude  in  the 
crown  to  tlie  great  Whig  families ;  his  lord- 
ship talks  much  of  the  merit  which  thesa 
families  had  in  bringing  in  the  House  of 
Hanover,  and  it  is  a  merit  I  am  very 
ready  to  acknowledge ;  but  will  the  noble 
earl  say,  that  because  they  served  their 
country,  and  consequently  themselves, 
in  bringing  in  the  House  of  Brunswick, 
that  they  are  therefore  to  make  a  per- 
petual monopoly  of  the  royal  favour? 
If  brinffing  in  that  line  was  not  a  national 
good,  uiey  are  traitors  to  the  community; 
if  it  was  a  national  good,  the  present 
reigning  family,  instead  of  bemg  oblij^ed, 
conferred  an  actual  obligation.  Besides, 
my  lords,  is  the  boob^  descendant  of  a 
Whig,  to  be  employed  in  the  first  depart- 
ments of  the  state^  because  his  ancestor  was 
a  man  of  abilities ;  or  is  the  deserving  off- 
spring of  a  Tory  to  be  overlooked,  because 
his  fiither's  principles  were  obnoxious  i  If 
principles,  my  lords,  are  hereditary,  we 
must  be  all  attached  to  the  Houseof  Stuart ; 
nay,  we  brought  in  his  Majesty's  great 

frandfather  b^use  he  was .  the  nearest 
Votestant  relation  to  that  House. 
It  is  not  to  the  House,  my  lords,  we  ever 
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objected,  but  to  the  Papists  of  the  House, 
la  the  moments  of  our  warmest  indiflsa* 
iion  agttnst  the  bigot  James  the  second,  we 
loved  Ids  family,  we  placed  his  daughter  on 
the  throne,  and,  as  1  before  obsenred,  it  was 
our  love  for  the  Protestant  part  of  his  fa- 
mily, that  led  us  to  apply  to  the  electress 
Sophia  in  the  settlement  of  the  regal  suc- 
cession. The  noble  lord  wishes,  he  tells 
us,  to  abolish  all  party  distinctions,  yet  he 
is  greatly  offended  that  the  distinction  of 
A^ig  and  Tory  is  not  inflexibly  kept  up ; 
the  King  must  govern  by  a  faction  to  please 
his  lordship,  he  must  not  be  the  common 
fiither  of  his  people,  but  only  the  monarch 
of  the  Whigs ;  at  a  time  that  these  destruc- 
tive distinctions  are  happily  hastening  to 
oblivion,  they  must  be  revived  by  a  judi- 
cious sovereign,  and  to  conciliate  the  affec- 
tions of  all  to  the  government  of  a  Bruns- 
wick prince,  the  unoffending  posterity  of 
the  Tories  must  be  held  in  a  state  of  eter- 
nal proscription !  What  weight,  what  re- 
garu,  my  lords,  is  due  to  the  reasonings 
of  such  wretched  politicians;  these 
mountebanks  in  government,  who  prescribe 
the  revival  of  parties  as  the  means  of  re- 
storing domestic  peace,  and  when  they 
paint  us  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  declaim 
on  the  necessity  of  our  commencing  an 
immediate  war !  To  your  lordships  1  sub- 
mit the  debate,  and  desire  the  previous 
question  may  now  decide  the  force  of  our 
respective  arguments. 

The  marquis  of  Rockingham  and  the 
duke  of  Manchester  supported  the  duke  of 
Richmond's  motion. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put, 
when  65  were  for  it,  and  21  against  it. 
The  other  motions  were  negatived  widiout 
a  division. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  a  Motion  Jbr 
Papers  relating  to  the  Seizure  of  Falkland's 
Islands*']  November  22.  Mr.  Dowdes' 
toeU  moved,  **  That  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  he  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions, 
that  there  be  laid  before  this  House,  copies 
or  extracts  of  all  letters,  or  other  papers, 
containing  any  intelligence  receivea  by 
either  of  his  Majesty's  principal  secre- 
taries of  state,  or  by  toe  commissioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral 
of  Great  Britain,  or  by  amy  other  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  between  the  12th  of 
September  1769,  and  the  12th  of  Sep- 

*  From  the  London  Museum, 


tember  1770,  touching  any  hostilities  oobh 
menced,  or  designed  to  be  commenced,  by 
the  crown  of  Spain,  or  any  of  its  oioen, 
against  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  domi- 
nions, expressing  the  time  and  times  it 
which  such  jntelligence  was  recdvei" 
He  spoke  as  usual,  with  a  great  deal  of 
knowledge,  clearness,  and  good  sense; 
shewed  his  motion  was  r^ular  as  to  ge* 
neral  practice,  and  necessary  in  the  pre^ 
sent  moment. 

Mr.  ComtvaU  seconded  the  motioaiiid 
great  force,  and  endeavoured  toshevtk 
the  minister's  violence  and  foUy  had  dis* 
gusted  the  people,  which  greatly  enon* 
raged  the  enemy  to  ofer  the  most  dsraif 
insults.  He  had  little  hopes  of  uniaB 
among  ourselves,  or  peace  with  the  eoetsT, 
while  our  present  ministers  continued  ia 
office. 

Lord  Clare  raised  his  loud  voice,  airi 
frequent  loud  laughs  from  the  House; 
He  talked  of  taking  example  GNnn/utsm^ 
and  was  very  vehement  for  good  huisoor, 
and  above  all,  for  unanimity;  assetui^, 
that  they  'ought  to  be  all  of  bis  mind,  tor 
that  he  and  his  friends  would  not  chsoee 
a  jot  from  their  former  conduct 

Mr.  Henri/  Cavendish  answered,  io  i 
short,  spirited  manner,  that  while  sodi 
ministers  continued  in  employment,  n> 
suiting,  and  robbing  the  people,  there  w3t 
nothing  worth  fighting  for,  and,  if  tlis 
French  were  to  land  an  army  this  rooiDeti 
upon  our  coast,  he  would  not  budge  u 
inch  to  oppose  them,  till  the  public 
grievances  were  redressed. 

Mr.  William  Burke  shewed  not  ookife 
folly,  but  the  falsity,  of  saying  that  the 
taking  of  Falkland's  island,  was  the  set  ot' 
the  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres.  It  beii^ 
notorious  that  he  acted  1:^  the  orders  ot' 
the  court  of  Spain. 

Governor  PomnaU  entered  into  the 
whole  ai^ument  at  large,  with  full  bo** 
ledge  of  his  subject.  He  shewed  the  iitti^ 
utility  a  settlement  upon  Falkland's  \^ 
was  to  us,  but  having  been  once  made,  ( 
could  not  be  given  up. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  said,  he  was  an  ind^ 
pendent  gentlemen,  a  follower  of  no  o^b* 
or  set  of  men.  He  thought  we  ougl't » 
begin  with  amending  what  was  mi^^ 
home,  and  was  for  the  production  of  tbe 
papers. 

Mr.  Gemrge  Onsloko  defended  the  ib- 
nister,  and  the  rest  of  the  King's  serraRt^ 

Sir  Josepfi  Mawbey  replied  to  hi0»^ 
he  did  liot  meet  with  all  the  attentioo^ 
hi»good  sense  and  good  intention  desenw- 
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Mr.  Charles  Fax  then  rose  in  defence  of 
the  ministry.  He  shewed  some  ingenuity, 
ia  endeavouring  to  confound  the  rea- 
sonings of  his  opponents,  and  concluded 
by  moving  the  previous  question. 

Lord  Bellasyse  spoke  next.  This  young 
lord  acted  a  very  strange  part.  He  first 
spoke  for  the  papers ;  talked  of  his  being 
an  independent  gentleman,  without  bias, 
who  came  to  do  his  duty,  but  how  could 
he  do  it,  if  some  information  was  not  given 
biro?  therefore,  he  thought,  the  having 
the  papers,  quite  a  right  thing,  and  de- 
clared, he  would  vote  for  having  them. 
As  soon  as  he  had  sat  down,  his  brother- 
in-law,  the  new-made  lord  Melbourne, 
came  to  him,  and  took  him  home  to  dinner. 
After  dinner,  he  returned  to  the  House, 
and,  in  a  second  speech  said,  he  had 
changed  his  mind,  that  having  the  papers 
he  thought  would  be  very  improper ;  that 
he  had  a  very  good  opmion  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's servants,  and  promised  to  vote 
against  having  the  papers.  He  voted  with 
tlie  ministry. 

Lord  Catherlough,  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Cavendish,  said,  that  although  that  gen- 
tleman would  not  oppose  the  French,  if 
they  landed  upon  our  coast,  yet  a.  majo- 
rity of  that  House  would. 

Sir  Gilbert  'Elliot^  seeing  the  ministers 
hard  run,  stood  up,  and  gave  the  best 
grace  he  could  to  young  Fox's  arguments, 
and  then  to  lord  Clare's.  He  spoke  dex- 
terously, and -endeavoured  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  from  the  question. 

Sir  Edtvard  AstUyy  bart.  spoke  next. 
He  was  short,  manly,  spirited,  and  as  be- 
came an  independent  knight  of  the  shire. 
He  asked  why  the  ministers  had  brought 
him  from  his  affairs  in  the  country,  if  they 
had  nothing  to  say,  and  would  tell  him 
nothing. 

Mr.  rhomas  Toumshend  spoke  with 
great  indignation,  and  begged  that  the 
vile  scene  of  stock  jobbing,  whether  by 
the  Jews  of  the  Alley,  or  the  Jews  of  St. 
James's,  might  b^  put  a  stop  to.  Nothing 
could  be  better  imagined,  or  better  ex- 
pressed. 

Lord  John  Cavendish^  with  all  the  spirit 
of  manly  confidence,  founded  in  deserved 
rank  and  importance,  exposed  the  idle 
pretence  of  refusing  the  papers  upon  the 
plea  of  their  divulging  secrets  of  a  subsist- 
ing negociation.  .He  shewed,  that  the  mo- 
tion did  not  aim  at  any  thing  that  ever  was 
in  negociation,  but  was  simply  confined  to 
intelligence,  exclusive  of  all  negociation. 
He  insisted  strenuously  on  the  papers, 
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and  shewed  the  necessity  of  beginning 
with  satisfying  the  people. 

Mr.  Machoarth  said  he  was  Indepen- 
dent, and  would  vote  for  the  papers,  if 
any  body  would  give  him  a  reason  for  so 
doing.     He  voted  with  the  ministry. 

Lord  George  Germaine  spoke  next» 
with  great  knowledge  of  all  the  points  he 
spoke  to,  and  with  that  .masterly  quickness 
that  characterises  his  lordship's  speeches^ 
he  shewed  that  the  ministers  had  been 
guilty  of  more  neglect  and  inattention 
than  one  would  think  men,  who  had  any 
regard  for  their  heads,  not  to  say  their 
own  or  their  country's  honour,  could  be 
capable  of;  but  these  men  have,  in  fact» 
no  attention  to  their  own  chardcters. 

It  was  now  near  seven  o'clock,  and  the 
ministers  were  anxious  to  put  the  ques- 
tion. But  Mr.  Dunning  stood  up,  and 
shewed  it  to  be  an  insult  on  the  House, 
that  none  of  the  ministers,  who  knew  how 
the  matter  stood,  would  condescend  to 
say  a  word  about  it.  His  good  sense  and 
manly  spirit  provoked  them  into  a  reply. 

General  Conwav  and  lord  North  wer« 
both  up ;  but  lord  North  sat  down  for  ^ 
while ;  and  the  general  made  the  best  de- 
fence he  could  for  the  ministers ;  but  he 
went  out  of  his  way  to  abuse  the  opposi- 
tion. He  was  up  three  or  four  times  in 
reply  to  |ord  George  Germaine,  sir  W. 
Meredith,  Mr.  Burke,  and  colonel  Barre. 
He  had  a  dispute  with  colonel  Barr6  aboul 
the  Rochfort  afi'air  ;  but  sir  W.  Meredith 
firsti  then  Mr.  Burke,  and  lastly,  and  most 
severely,  lord  George  Cavendish,  in  sad 
and  weighty  words,  have  perhaps  taught 
him  to  avoid  hard  terms  of  the  opposition 
for  the  future ;  and  neither  of  them  used 
one  angry  word,  but  they  spoke  daggers 
to  an  honest  mind.  Sir  William  drew  a 
beautiful  description  of  the  general,  when 
that  general  led  an  opposition;  but  re- 
minded him,  that  the  General  Warrants, 
and  the  ground  of  opposition  at  that  day, 
was  nothing  of  the  consequences  of  the 
present  grievances,  which  he  chuses  to 
support. 

Mr.  l^urke  reminded  the  general  how 
disgraceful  it  was  to  sit  patiently,  and 
hear  lord  North  vilify  that  very  act, 
the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  on  which 
the  general's  character  was  founded. 
He  then,  in  the  highest  strains  of  oratory, 
gave  an  account  of  the  Rockingham  jparty; 
said  it  was  an  opposition  founded  on  prin- 
ciple, formed  of  the  wealthiest,  wisest, 
and  the  honestest  men  in  the  kingdom  ; 
that  neither  die  frowns  of  the  court,  nor 
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the  clamours  of  the  people,  ahould  driTe 
them  from  their  honest  purposes;  that 
when  they  were  in^  they  looked  for  no 
profits ;  that  the  repeal  was  carried,  by 
the  most  uncorrupt  majority,  against  the 
joint  endeavours  of  placemen  and  pen- 
sioners ;  though  that  majority  is  now  vili« 
fied  by  .those  veiy  persons,  who  are  jealous 
of  every  word  that  looks  like  disrespect  to 
the  majorities,  that  do  all  the  stranse 
things  tnat  are  now  done ;  and  that  the 
fBTty  went  out  of  office,  leaving  rever- 
sions and  places  to  be  scrambled  for  by 
those  who  now  hold  them.  All  he  said 
seemed  to  be  the  pride  of  virtue,  and  the  just 
confidence  of  a  great  mind  in  the  exertion 
of  a  duty. 

General  Conway^  in  his  reply,  did  jus- 
tice to  Uiat  party,  to  whom  ne  gave  aH 
Mr.  Burke's  epithets;  and  comjdimented 
Mr.  Burke  too,  as  meaning  honourably, 
but  claimed  to  himself  the  same  meaning, 
and  complained  that  he  should  be  so  mis- 
taken and  misrepresented ;  and  that  the 
little,  contemptible  opposition  he  had  al- 
luded to,  was  Wilkes's  party. 

Lord  North  now  rose,  but  lost  his  usual 
triumphing  and  t>verbearing  manner.  He 
was  all  civility  and  condescension,  and  it 
must  be  owned  that  in  his  humility  he 
found  words  apt  and  fit  for  his  condition. 
In  some  turns  oe  did  not  want  wit,  especi- 
ally in  playing  on  a  line  that  had  been 
used  at  the  besinnin^  of  the  debate  ;  but 
he  paid  severely  ibr  it  in  Mr.  Burke's  re- 
ply; and  when  lord  North  came  to  the 
reasoning  part,  he  made  indeed  a  sad  hand 
of  it.  .He  is  not  very  remarkable  as  a 
good  reasoner,  and  this  night  he  was  very 
poon 

Colonel  Barri  followed  him,  in  a  verr 
severe,  and  fine  strain  of  elocjuence.  Sur 
Gilbert  Elliot  seemed  not  a  little  vexed  at 
a  ridiculous  account  of  a  friendship  he  had 
professed  for  lord  Chatham ;  with  infinite 
wit  and  humour  the  colonel  called  it  a 
Iittl«  snUg,  pocket  friendship ;  that  the  ba- 
ronet had  kept  in  his  side  pocket,  all  die 
time  it  was  his  duty  to  support  loid  Chat- 
ham as  a  minister.  Lord  North,  he  made 
ridiculous  beyond  measure.  In  a  word,  it 
was  a  performance  of  prodigious  merit. 

Lord  Barrington  rose  next,  but  the 
Speaker  called  him  to  order.  It  was  in 
reply  to  his  lordship,  that  general  Howard 
said  a  few  words  sensible  and  proper.  He 
itiled  the  Secretary's  words  on  tne  ISth, 
wanton,  idle,  and  unprovoked. 

The  debate  seemed  once  more  at  an 
tnd,  when  Mr.  Wedderbum  rose ;  he  was 
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entirely  argumentive,  and  if  he  did  not 
exert  his  usual  powersof  eloqnenoe,  he 
was  extremdy  sensible  and  just,  and  ex* 
posed  the  facility  of  the  little  preteooe  ts 
reason  and  argument  that  sir  GObeit  Elidl 
had  supplied. 

Mr.  Righy  affected  to  answer  Bfr. 
Wedderbum,  but  he  knew  nodiing,  )k 
pretended  to  know  nothing,  and  he  mH 
nothing;  except  expressing  the  sovenigi 
contempt  whicn  he  and  ^e  BloomdHny 
gang  have  of  the  city  of  London. 

It  was  now  late,  Mr.  Burke  rose,  le 
have  already  mentioned  thb  gendemsn  ii 
the  course  of  general  Conway's  speedK 
it  is  not  within  the  compass  of  one  lauS 
memory,  to  pve  a  particular  account,  oraft 
exact  criticism  of  every  gentlemtnH 
speech ;  all  w^  attempt  is,  a  land  of  g» 
neral  character  of  each  performancei 
Whenever  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Actk 
objected  to,  or  his  own  or  his  partj^  i^ 
tentions  traduced,  it  seems  to  rouse  tt 
whole  soul.  All  this  was  nndoobteif 
done  this  night,  and  it'  seemed  to  gnt 
double  spirit,  fire  or  force,  to  his  facdtti: 
life,  wit,  railing  and  argument  idl  om* 
bined  to  confound  his  opponents. 

Lord  George  Cofoenauhy  late  as  itviik 
rose  to  accept  his  proportion  of  that  d^ 
scription  general  Conway  had  given  of  a 
little,  contemptible,  mean,  worthleai  ft^ 
tion,  that  would  continue  their  oppoaitioi 
in  the  case  of  war. 

The  House  then  divided.  The  Noel 
went  forth. 

Tellers. 

Yeas  i?i'  ^^^^  Mawbey  -  -  1  ,o, 
iMr.  Byng    - J 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Motion  in  the  Comnunujora  Commit 
on  so  much  of  the  Criminal  Ijn»  tf 
relate  to  Capitai  Offences.*']  Novcmberff. 
Sir  IVilUam  Meredith^  bart.  made  a  notiot 
for  an  enquiry  into  the  state  ofthe  CrmHaa 
Laws  of  the  kingdom,  which  be  v^ 
duced  in  the  following  speech. 

Sir;  in  a  well-regulated  state,  BOthbg* 
more  requisite  than  to  proportion  the  po* 
nisbment  to  the  crime,  and  to  satislj^  ^ 
minds  of  the  people,  that  equal  juatieeii 
administered  to  every  deHnqoent.  T^ 
will  the  laws  be  cordially  reverenced: 
there  will  be  no  murmurs,  no  discooteol^ 
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om  the  idea  of  tbeir  gentleness  to  one 
id  tyranny  to  another.    None  will  com- 
latn   that   he  is  'as  severely  punished 
ir  picking,  in  extreme  necessity,  a  man's 
Kket  of  »  handkerchief  worth  thirteen 
mce,  as  another  person  is  for  murdering 
whole  family  of  benefactors.    Is   this 
le  case  in   England,  which   boasts    of 
le  wisdom  of  its  laws  and  constitutions? 
he  reverse  is  notorious.    Our  criminal 
ws  seem  to  have  been  formed  on  the 
rinciples  of  the  Stoics,  who  deemed  all 
08  equal;   or  rather  they  breathe  the 
»rit  of  Draco,  whose  laws  were  all  writ* 
»  in  Mood.      In  all,    the  penalty  is 
urging  ;   in  larcenies  and  petty  thefts, 
I  well  as  in  treason  and   murder.     Is 
lis  the  way  to  bestow  weight  and  autho- 
ty,  and  reverence  on  the  laws  ?    No. 
ut  it  is  the  way  to  render  the  people 
vocious   and   sanguinary.       For   wnat 
\  the  punishment  for  murder  is  tender 
isrcy,  18  comparatively  enormous  cruelty 
I  the  punishment  of  petty  thefts ;   And 
ruelty  in  punishing  produces  in  the  peo- 
le  a  barbarous  ana  bloody  disposition. 
'\xYn  your  eyes,   Sir,  to  the  Japanese. 
Nothing  can  be  more  horrible  than  their 
xecutions.    Their  dispositions  are  con- 
irinable ;  they  are  savagely  cruel.    The 
tate  of  other  nations  justifies  the  same  re- 
lark ;  and  the  maxim  is  now  so  well  un- 
eretood,  that  it  would  be  idle  to  prove  it 
7  more  examples.    The  Athenians  soon 
Hi  its  force,  and  accordingly  exchanged 
^  sanguinary  laws  of   Uraco  for    the 
eiule  institutions  of  Solon.    That  acute 
Dd    ingenious    people    saw    that    they 
ad  a  bad  effect  on  their  morals,    and 
mded  only  to  throw  them  back  into  that 
tate  of  barbarity  out  of  which  they  had 
laerged.    May  not  the  present  condition 
r  our  laws  have  a  similar  influence  ?  Fo- 
^igners  pretend  that  this  is  already  the 
ue ;   that  we  are  ferocious,  brutal,  and 
ruei     I  cannot  subscribe  to  their  opi- 
ioD.     X  tliink  our  distinguishing  charac- 
nistics  are  generosity,  humanity,  and  be^ 
eficence;  virtues  incompatible  with  the 
ices  charged  upon  us.     But  while  I  thus 
0  justice  to  our  national  character,  I  do 
at  think  that  we  owe  it  to  the  spirit  of 
ur  criminal  law.    That  having  an  evident 
mdency  to  multiply  rather  than  to  dimi- 
ish  crimes,  can  never  be  supposed  to  im- 
rove  the  morals  or  the  manners  of  any 
eople.    These  virtues,  therefore,  wo  de- 
ive  from  other  parts  of  our  constitution, 
iuit  are  more  benign  and  favourable. 
Ski  eveiy  one  must  own  that  these 


considerations  are  of  themselves  weighty 
enough  to  incline  wise  senators,  to  this  in- 
quiry.   If  some  gentlemen  should  not  see 
the  matter  in  this  light,  I  hope  that  the 
argument  which  I  am  now  going  to  ad- 
vance   will  have   better   success.     The 
strength  of  any   country  depends,  in  a 
great  measure,  on  the  number  of  its  in- 
dustrious inhabitants.    Nothing,  therefore, 
can  be  an  object  of  greater  attention  to  a 
statesman  thimr  ]>opi3ation.     He  will  be 
cautious  of  depriving  the  community  of 
any  member,  tnat  can  by  any  expedient 
be  rendered  usefiil.    He  will  never  ampu« 
tate  a  limb  from  the  body,  but  when  it  is 
infected  with  an  mourable  gangrene,  that 
threatens  destruction  to  the  uncorrupted 
part.    Sir.  has  this  been  the   policy   of 
Great  Britain  ?    I  answer.  No.    If  it  had, 
such  nombers  would  not  annually  fitll  vic- 
tims to  the  arm  of  unrelenting  law.    It 
may  appear  extraordinary,  ana  yet  the 
fkct  is  certain,  that  in  the  sanguinary  reign 
of  Henry  8,  72,000  persons  perished  hf 
the  axe  or  gibbet.    The  cruel  spirit  ot 
that  bloody  tyrant,  accounts  in  some  de- 
gree for  that  enorraons  carnage,  for  I  can- 
not give  it  a  better  name ;  but  it  will  not 
ftilly  solve  the  difficulty.    We  must  call  in 
to  ita  aid  the  genius  of  our  criminal  law. 
The  same  observation   is  applicable   td 
queen  Elizabeth,  in  whose  reign  17,600 
persons  shared  the  same  fate.    That  por- 
tion of  her  father's  arbitrary  spirit  wnjch 
she  hiherited,  could  not  alone  have  pro-> 
duced  this  efiect.     I  eannot  pretena  to 
ascertain  what  waste  of  peope  we  have 
sustained  in  modem  raens.    Some  ides 
may  be  formed  of  the  sinur  by  consider- 
ing Ifhat  in  the  reign  of  George  the  second 
the  criminal  laws  were  extended  to  69 
new  articles.    What  a  feitile  source  of 
depopuhtton !    In  the  reign  of  that  raerd« 
ful  prince,  who  gave  back   many    Kves 
which  had  been   forfeited  to  the  law,  it 
swept  away  nearly  S,000  persons,  reckon- 
ing only  90  executions  in  Middlesex  and 
Surry,  including  London,  and  only  one  an- 
nually in  each  of  the  other  fifty  counties : 
such   a   number,  especially   as   the  fiur 
greater  part  of  them  are  very  young  peo- 
ple, must  be  a  considerable  loss  to  society, 
as  well  with  respect  to  population,  ds  to 
the  labour  which  they  might  themselves 
have  been  made  to  perform.    Other  Eu^ 
ropean  states  have  the  policy  to  punish 
crimes,  and  yet  render  the  criminals  useful 
to  the  commvinit^.    Ought  not  we  to  imi- 
tate  their   prudence?     Their   example 
should  al'leaMt  incite  us  to  make  inqttiry# 
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"When  the  proper  lights  are  once  acquired, 
more  may  perhaps  be  done  tlian  any  of  us 
now  expects.  At  any  rate,  we  shall  have 
the  satisfaction  of  exerting  bur  best  endea- 
vours for  preserving  the  lives  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects^  at  a  time  that  he  can  very 
ill  spare  them.  I  move.  Sir,  **  That  a 
Committee  be  appointed,  to  consider  of  so 
much  of  the  Criminal  Laws  as  relate  to 
Capital  Offences ;  and  to  report  the  sapie, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House." 

A  Committee  was  appointed  accord- 
ingly. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1771,  fiir  Charles 
Bunbury  reported  to  the  House,  that  the 
said  Committee  had  came  to  the  following 
Resolutions : 

1.  *<  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, That  so  much  of  an  Act  made  in 
the  7lh  of  Henry  7,  intituled,  '  The  pe- 
nalty of  a  captain  or  soldier  retained  to 
serve  the  king  in  his  intended  wars  not 
doing  their  duty,'  as  subjects  offenders  to 
death,  be  repealed. 

2.  **  That  so  much  of  an  Act,  made  in 
the  1st  and  2nd  of  Philip  and  Mary,  inti- 
tuled, '  An  Act  against  certain  persons 
calling  themselves  Egyptians/  as  subjects 
offenders  to  death,  be  repealed. 

S.  **  That  so  much  of  an  Act,  made  in 
the  5th  of  queen  Elizabeth,  intituled,  <  An 
Act  for  further  punishment  of  vagabonds 
calling  themselves  Egyptians,'  as  subjects 
offenders  to  death,  be  repealed. 

4.  <<  That  so  much  of  an  Act,  made  in 
the  5th  of  queen  Elizabeth,  intituled,  *  An 
Act  to  retain  her  majesty's  subjects  in 
theit  due  obedience,'  as  subjects  offenders 
to  death,  be  repealed." 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  on  May  20,  but  before 
that  day  parliament  wa^  prorogued. 

Debate  in  the  House  of  Commons 
ON  THE  Power  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral TO  FILE  Informations  Ex-Of* 
Ficio.*3     November  27. 

Capt.  Constanttne  Pkipps  rose  and  said : 

Sir ;  no  one  can  deny  that  a  gene- 
ral cry  jias  gone  abroad  against  the  exer- 

*  The  above  important  Debate  is  taken  from 
a  pamphlet  ^ntiUod  '<  Fax  Senatik$^"  the 
speeches  io  which  were  reported  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liam VVooilfall.  See  Wootlfiiirs  ediiion  of  the 
Letters  of  Junius,  vol.  1,  p.  19.  Lontion,  1812. 
Another  Report  of  thin  Debate  appeared  in  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  which  it  has  been 
thought  proper  to  preserve  in  this  Woric. 


the  P&wer  of  the  Attorney  General  Jllfl 

cise  of  the  power  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
the  Attorney  General  to  file  informatiov 
eX'Officio.     The  country,  from  one  extre- 
mity to  the  other,  rings  with  outcries  far 
its  extirpation.    And  no  wonder,  Sir,  for 
it  is  but  a  cousin-german  of  the  Star-cham- 
ber.    Its  very  nature  and  constitutioo  ii 
arbitrary,  and  incompatible  with  the  spirit 
of  a  free  government.     The  Attorney  Gfr 
neral  is  an  officer  removeable  at  pleasure 
As  a  minister's  breath  creates,  so  a  mioii- 
ter's   breath  annihilates    hiro.    A   men 
drudge  of  the  day,  he  is  tossed,  and  ba& 
feted,  and  kicked  about  by  the  ministry, 
like  a  shuttlecock  or  foot-ball.    They  gin 
the  magical  word,  and  presto  pass;  he 
flies  upon  their  errand  with  the  dexterity 
and  legerdemain  of  a  juggler's  cups  and 
balls.    When  they  have  stamped  any  mea- 
sure with  their  almighty  fiat,  he  must  not 
say  nay.     His  negative  would  be  impiety- 
They  would  immediately  hurl  himdoirs 
from  his  airy  height,  like  a  fiadlen  sngeL 
Farewel  to  all  hopes  off  three  thousaodi 
year  in  pension !  larewel  to  the  office  of 
Chief  Justice  in  Eyre !  adieu  to  the  Km^ 
bench!    adieu    to    the    Chancellonip! 
Sir,  can  we  expect  from  men,  agitated  by 
such  hopes  and  such  fears,  that  anbiasnl 
integrity,  that  stubborn,   that   unshaken 
virtue,  which  could' alone  do  justice  to  the 
public  in  so  slippery  a  situation  ?    £x(K* 
rience  forbids  us  to  entertain  such  extn- 
vagant  notions  of  human  perfection.  Be 
gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  destitute  of 
passions  and  other  failings  as  they  are» 
will  not  pretend  to  such  high  strains  d 
sanctity.    If  they  shodd,  I  fear  the  pah- 
lie  will  not  give  them  much  credit.   Ueo 
will  ever  be  suspicious  of  those  whom  they 
see  putting  their  fellow-subjects  to  env^ 
mous  expences,  without  giving  them  the 
least  chance  of  avoiding  it  by  a  pre^ 
exculpation.    The  Attorney  Grenenl » 
his  own  mere  motion,  or  by  the  mandate  ^ 
of  a  Secretary  of  State,  christens  soy  ?•• 
per  by  what  name  he  pleases.    He  caM 
an  infamous,  a  seditious,  or  treasonshle 
libel.     After  this  arbitrary  coD8tnicti«f 
this  discretionary  name,  he  files  an  info^ 
mation,  and   commences   a  ^totec^^ 
without  hearing  any   evidence,  withoi* 
examining  a  single  witness,  without jfr 
ceiving  any  other  affidavit,  without  mw™f 
the  least  previous  enouiry.    Sir,  can  Mj 
thing  savour  more  or  tyranny  and  dff^ 
tism  ?     If  the  culprit  should,  m  the  couW 
of  the  trial,  be  able  to  justify  h»  ^ 
duct,    or  if  the  Attorney  Generd,  »• 
spairing  of  success,  should  eater  a  ^f^ 
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equiy  yet  he  may  be  ruined  by  the  ex- 
)ence.  So  that  any  person  obnoxious  to 
I  minister  or  Attorney  General,  or  to  a 
Dinister  or  Attorney  General's  pimp  or 
botman,  may,  by  this  process,  be  unjustly 
)ppre8sed. 

Sir ;  this  picture  I  do  not  mean  to  ap- 
tly to  the  present  times,  because  I  do  not 
omplain  of  them.  They  may  be  bad, 
here  may  be  malversation,  there  may  be 
ippression.  But  as  they  have  not  reached 
ne  through  any  authentic  channel,  I  do 
lot  intend  to  lay  the  least  stress  upon 
ague  report  and  uncertain  hearsay.  I 
mh  to  have  it  understood,  that  I  rest  my 
present  motion  on  its  own  internal  merit 
tnd  rectitude,  unaided  by  any  collateral 
upport  from  any  spirit  of  resentment 
ir  redress,  which  might  arise  from  a 
lew  of  the  actual  state  of  the  office  in 
Ijiestion.  Those  who  have  lately  occu- 
*ied  that  po^ct,  may,  for  aught  I  knqw,  have 
een  pure  and  immaculate.  I  have  not 
be  most  distant  view  of  censuring  .their 
onduct.  }QoT  is  it  my  design  to  treat  the 
office  as  illegal.  I  will  allow  that  it  has 
he  sanction  of  the  common  law,  and  of 
intiquity.  But,  while  I  make  this  con- 
session  to  the  sages  of  the  long  robe,  I 
oust  deny  that  it  is  constitutional;  be- 
muse, in  a  free  government  nothing  de- 
erves  that  name  if  it  be  contrary  to  its 
'eoius  and  spirit.  Its  being  a  part  of  the 
ommon  law  is  no  argument  in  its  &vour, 
ince  the  common  as  well  as  the  statute 
aw  may  err,  both  being  but  the  work  of 
Allible  mea. 

Now,  Sir,  this  power  is  evidently  con- 
^^  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  be- 
ause  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  liberty, 
rhich  admits  not  of  arbitrary  discretion  m 
tie  disposal  of  men's  persons  or  properties. 
Tet  thjs  is  the  case  in  the  first  stage  of  the 
rocess  instituted  by  the  Attorney  Gene- 
^*  He  is  absolute  master  of  the  persons 
Qd  properties  of  the  most  innocent  men 
i  the  kmgdom.  He  may  file  an  informa- 
on  against  him,  he  may  get  him  appre- 
ended,  he  may  ruin  him  with  costs.  Can 
ny  institution  be  more  diametrically  op« 
osite  to  the  whole  system  of  our  juris- 
rudence?  Have  we  every  where  else 
reeled  mounds  and  bulwarks  against  the 
ncroachments  of  tyranny,  with  no  other 
esign  but  to  leave  here  a  free  opening  for 
le  inroads  of  the  monster  ?  But  what  oc- 
Bsion,  you  will  say*  is  there  for  stopping 
p  the  gap  in  such  blessed  times  as  these, 
I  this  golden  reign,  when  law  and  justice 
&ve  Jcisfiod  «acb  otberi  jTour  objection 
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is  the  very  reason  that  ^^rges  me  to  strike 
the  iron  while  it  is  hot,  and  to  place  such  a 
precious  possession  as  liberty  beyond  the 
reach  of  danger.  It  is  not  every  day  that 
we  can  expect  such  a  wise  and  patriotic  mi* 
nistry  as  the;  present.  Let  us  improve  the 
opportunity,  and  provide  against  future 
and  possible  mischief.  Every  one  knowa 
that  in  past  times  the  power  in  question 
was  greatly  abused.  So  many  instance* 
of  this  truth  are  upon  record  that  it  would 
be  tedious,  and  even  nauseous  to  enume* 
rate  all.  I  will,  however,  mention  two  or 
three  which  have  happened  since  the* 
reign  of  Edward  S ;  for  though  I  have 
made  the  most  diligent  enquiry,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  find  any  earlier  than  that  pe« 
nod ;  a  circumstance  which  seems  to  give 
but  little  countenance  to  the  antiquity  of 
this  power.  The  first  instance  is  that  of  a 
poor  bookseller,  who  was  in  a  state  of  in- 
sanity, and  yet  was  fined  100/.  for  some* 
thing  called  a  libel,  published  by  his  ser- 
vant without  his  privity  or  consent.  The 
second  is  that  or  an  Attorney  General 
called  to  the  bar  of  this  House  for  an  im» 
proper  exercise  of  his  authority.  He 
pleaded,  very  properly,  as  an  excuse,  that 
he  received  the  information  literally  as  it 
stood,  from  the  secretary  of  state,  and  that 
he  acted  only  as  a  passive  instrument  in 
the  execution  of  his  office.  It  would  be 
idle  to  produce  the  many  examples  which 
occur  in  the  reigns  of  the  Stuarts ;  they 
are  too  numerous  and  too  well  known  to^ 
be  specified.  Let  us  come  nearer  to  our 
own  age.  I  have  in  my  pocket,  the  affi* 
davit  of  a  man  who  declares  that  he  was 
sick  in  bed,  when  his  servants  inserted  in 
his  newspaper,  the  obnoxious  words  for 
which  he  was  prosecuted  and  imprisoned 
by  the  contrivance  of  an  Attorney  Gene- 
ral. What  more  is  requisite  to  induce  us 
to  cut  off  this  rotten  limb  of  the  constitu-* 
tion?  If  men  have  been  bad  (and  that 
they  have,  experience  cries  aloud)  they 
may  be  bad  again.  Unlimited  power  is 
not  to  be  trusted  in  any  hands ;  it  will  de- 
bauch the  most  generous  nature,  and  in- 
volve its  own  destruction  in  the  general 
ruin.  This  truth,  as  well  as  the  reason- 
ableness of  ^he  motion,  appears  so  evident 
to  me,  that  I  cannot  doubt  of  the  general 
concurrence  of  all  honest  and  conscien- 
tious men.  That  they  may  be  fully  mas- 
ters of  the  subject,  I  beg  that  you  will  de<* 
sire  the  Clerk  to  read  the  Act  made  in  the 
4th  and  5th  ot"  William  and  queen  Mary, 
intituled,  *  An  Act  to  prevent  malicious  In- 
formations in  the  Court  of  King's-bencht' 
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•nd  for  the  iBor«  easy  levenal  of  oatloir- 
ries  in  the  same  court*'  And  the  same 
being  read  accordingly ;  the  hon.  gentle- 
inan  moved,  **  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  •  Bill  to  explain,  amenc^  and  render 
BMire  efectual  tne  said  Act*" 

Mr.  Wdbore  Ellis  : 

Sir ;  I  look  upon  our  political  con- 
Uttmion,  mid  upon  the  human  bodVy  as 
aomewhat  akin.  If  you  tamper  too  nreely 
with  either,  you  endanger  its  health. 
Experience  teaches  us,  that  the  human 
ficame  is  gradually  impaired  and  wasted 
by  the  frequent  use  of  medicines,  and 
•  too  anxious  care  of  life.  It  has  no 
greater  enemies  than  the  laboratory  and 
the  chemist's  shop.  What  quacks,  apo- 
thecaries, and  young  practitioners  are  to 
the  body;  ienovators,  meddlers,  and 
youthful  patriots,  are  to  the  constitution. 
,  drills,  boluses,  and  electuaries,  prove  not 
mere  injurious  to  the  one,  than  motions^ 
biUs,  and  resolutions  of  amendment  do  to 
the  other.  A  certain  latitude  of  regimen 
ia  necessary  for  both,  and  if  you  leave  no- 
thing to  diiance,  and  to  their  own  natural 
atrength,  you  will  spoil  them  by  your  ex- 
cessive rebnement  A  speculative  politi- 
eian,  fresh  from  the  schools,  di&rs  widely 
firomtbe  practical  statesman,  whom  ex* 
|«rience  has  rendered  sage.  The  former^ 
earned  away  with  every  wind  of  new  doc- 
trine, fancies  that  he  sees  improvements  ia 
ahadowa  and  chimeras,  ana  with  a  rash, 
Utttotpred  hand,  overturns  the  venerable 
establishments  of  antiquity,  in  order  to 
sake  room  fer  his  own  inventions.  The 
latter,  sensible  of  the  great  reverence 
which  men  entertain  for  the  monuments 
of  their  ancestors,  will  be  cautious  of  of- 
fering them  any  violence,  lest  he  should  be 
auspected  of  impiety^  and  expose  his 
country  to  these  convulsiens  which  so  fre- 
quently attend  innovations.  It  is  not 
every  well-iBeaning  roan  that  is  fit  to  un- 
dertake such  a  work.  Madiind  are  so 
^radded  to  ancient  practieesy  that  any  al- 
teration in  an  essential  poiat  requires  great 
delicacy.  Some  thkik  that  no  juncture  ia 
proper  for  such  an  operation,  bat  a  time 
of  public  disorder  and  confusion,  when 
every  thing  is  janhiaged  and  loosened 
frofls  its  natural  holdings.  I  am  inclined 
to  their  opinion.  At  least  I  cannot  think 
this  the  proper  moment  for  such  a  change 
hi  the  constitution. 

Sir,  the  hen.  member  allows  the  Attor* 
ney  General's  power  of  filing  official  infor- 
pations  to  have  the  sanction  of  aatiqiiity. 


Why,  then,  should  it  now  be  abolished! 
Is  it  because  there  is  no  further  occasion 
for  the  office  ?  Is  it  beoaise  we  are  now 
become  perfectly  righteous,  perfect  ene- 
mies to  all  calumny^  to  all  f  "^gl  and 
abuse?  Is  it  because  no  more  libeb,  no 
more  lampoons  are  publishedyand 
our  political  writers  are  religioos  c 
of  decency,  candour,  and  truth  ?  Ko.  I 
believe  the  mover  of  the  picsent  quo- 
tion  will  not  be  hardy  enoogfa  to  bold  thii 
language^  He  nuisty  with  the  modeitt 
of  all  parties,  confess^  that  thia  power,  if 
ever  necessary,  is  peoiliarly  indiapenariik 
at  this  juncture,  r  or  when  did  ever  aa 
envomed  scurrifi^  rage  with  suci  lawlos 
fuiv  I  When  was  every  thing  Tenerabls 
and  sacred  ever  treated  with  sacb  indig- 
nity  i  When  did  majesty,  wheo  did  par- 
liament, ever  sustain  such  nide^  such  m^ 
fian  attacks  ?  Nothing  now  is  aecuie  froa 
the  virulence  of  the  press.  Ita  black  gsS 
overflows  and  poisons  the  fiurest  flowco 
in  the  nation.  Youth  is  notsale  io  ita  iin 
nocence,  nor  beauty  in  its  defencclnat  coa- 
dition.  Dignity  and  station  are  vilified 
and  traduced.  It  has  become  a  land  sf 
reproach  to  be  great  and  noble.  Ths 
grey  hairs  of  the  most  experienced,  the 
most  approved  counsellor,  are  ridiculed; 
his  wisdom  and  gravity  are  but  dotage  and 
foolishness.  GaUantry  and  hercMRB  no 
loneer  fix  a  soldier's  cnaracter.  It  ygT>;&p* 
nothing  to  have  planned,  to  have  fought,  u 
have  conquered.  You  must  be  of  a  par- 
ticular faction  to  be  lauded  by  the  imps  of 
the  press.  You  must  belong  to  the  Bdl 
of  Rights,  to  the  club  at  Aopldby's,  or  at 
the  Frince  of  Orange,  to  have  the  voice 
of  the  people,  which  is  tJt^  voice  of  God. 
There  is  no  salvation  for  any  man  who  is 
not  of  that  sect,  who  is  beyond  the  fxile 
of  that  church.  He  is  interdicted,  excan- 
muoicated,  and  damned.  No  fire»  no 
water  for  him.  He  becomes  anatkemm 
maranatha  throughout  the  land. 

Sir,  this  is  no  overcharged  picturew  no 
caricature,  no  monstroua  representstioB. 
The  whole  is  drawn  and  coloured  by  the 
pencil  of  truth.  When  this  ceocensMw 
must  be  extorted  from  the  most  iovetorate 
prejudice,  can  any  prudent^  any  candid, 
any  honest  man  advise  this  Hoiue  to  an- 
nul,.  or  even  abridge  that  authori^,  which 
is  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  elbctuv  < ' 
chat  the  constitution  has  provided  s 
this  dangerous  abuse?  Mo.  It  is  i 
sible.  We  cannot  be  too  well  snned^ 
cannot  have  too  many  guards  sgaiitft 
leciet  assassin^  who:  M|rtiscriinms<riy 
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a  the  dark,  and  go  about  seeking  whom 
hey  may  devour.  I  say  devour.  For 
rhat  are  they  but  cannibals^  that  make  a 
mngry  meal  of  mangled  characters  and 
aurdered  reputations?  They  live  upon 
roUy  they  live  upon  me,  they  live  upon 
rverj  man,  whom  their  malignity  can  trap 
luce.  Ought  not  every  man  then,  who 
las  any  reputation  to  save,  to  join^in 
(rushing  them,  and  instead  of  removmg 
tnT  of  our  present  defences,  to  add  new 
bulwarks  against  this  invasion  \ 

Sir,  if  it  had  been  shewn  that  any  un- 
rarrantable  use  had  been  lately  made  of 
he  authority  in  question,  there  would 
nve  been  some  ground  fbr  the  present 
Dotion.  But  I  do  not  find  this  to  be  the 
iase.  Hie  hon.  mover  has  made  no  such 
tei^,  and  from  his  seeming  averseneas  to 
hat  discussion,  would  lead  me  to  conclude 
bat  no  malversation  of  this  nature  exists. 
PIThy,  then,  should  we,  when  not  urged  by 
Bhe  spur  of  necessity,  make  such  a  mate- 
rial change  in  our  ancient  constitution  ? 
The  monarchy  has  now  subsisted  for  many 
igesy  and  grown  up  to  this  magnitude, 
mth  this  power  interwoven  with  the  sys- 
tem of  its  laws.  Had  it  been  any  unnatural 
screscence  or  wen,  it  would  have  been 
oog  ago  cut  o£  Let  us,  then,  be  con- 
ented  with  the  scheme  of  government 
nrected  by  our  wise  ancestors,  and  deliver 
t  analtered  to  our  posterity. 

To  say,  Sir,  that  because  this  power 
^im  been  abused,  it  may  be  abused  again, 
a  so  sufficient  ground  for  innovation. 
Por  where  is  the  institution,  however  good 
ind  laudable,  that  has  not  been  abused  ? 
Foriea,  the  comer  stone  of  our  constitu- 
30D,  have  abused  their  authority.  The 
fiberty  of  the  press,  another  palladium  of 
mr  rights,  has  been  abused.  Why,  then, 
loea  not  the  hon.  gentleman  move  for  the 
ibolition  of  juries,  and  the  extinction  of 
he  liberty  of  the  press  ?  He  may  do  it 
rich  equal  propriety.  The  same  argument 
irfll  serve  liis  purpose.  Accordingly,  if 
le  carries  his  point  to  day»  I  expect  that 
le  win  pursue  this  plan.  Nay,  I  expect 
liat  he  will  move  for  a  Bill  to  exterminate 
the  Christian  religion.  For  what  has  been 
Bore  abused  ?  Nothing,  but  the  liberty  of 
making  motions,  and  proposing  bills  for 
he  amendment  of  the  constitution. 

Mr*Camioatf  •- 

Sir ;  though  I  am  far  from  think- 
ing, that  we  ought  never  to  make  any  al- 
teration in  the  constitution,  but  when  we 
ire  pressed  by  the  spur  of  necesrity ;  yet 


I  cannot  help  saying,  that  such  a  step  is 
much  more  rational,  when  we  have  neces^ 
sity  for  an  additional  motive.  I  am, 
therefore,  surprised  that  the  hon.  proposer 
of  this  question  did  not  take  this  as  the 
original  ground,  as  the  Archimedean  prop, 
on  which  he  might  rest  those  mighty 
powers,  that  would  be  necesj^ary  to  move 
so  enormous  a  weight  as  the  ministry. 
Had  he  traced  out  any  late  malversation, 
either  in  the  Attorney  General's  actual  ex- 
ercise of  this  power,  or  in  the  conduct  efthe 
courts  of  justice,  afler  any  affair  had  beefi 
laid  before  them  by  that  officer,  he  would 
have  given  the  House  a  very  cogent  rea- 
son for  adopting  his  proposition.  I  do  not 
say  that  there  are  any  misdemeanors  in  his 
department.  I  have  no  authentic  intelli* 
gence,  upon  which  I  can  ground  an  accu- 
sation. Nor  is  it  my  desire  to  see  the 
thing  proved*  My  prayer  is  to  see  the 
contrary  demonstrated.  I  belong  myself 
to  the  profession,  and  therefore  could 
wish  it  free  from  every  appearance  of  spot 
or  blemish.  The  admmistration  of  justice, 
should,  like  Caesar's  wife,  be  clear  of  all 
colour  of  suspicion ;  it  should  be  chaste, 
and  pure  as  the  icicle  that  hangs  upon 
Dian's  temple. 

Now,  Sir,  will  any  man  tell- me,  that 
this  the  case  at  the  present  juncture  I 
Are  there  no  suspicions,  no  whispers, 
no  rumours  of  mal- administration  in  our 
courts  of  justice  ?  Is  it  the  general  belief 
that  every  thing  is  sound  and  untainted 
on  the  benches  at  Westminster  I  I  pro- 
test I  do  not  know  that  these  charges 
have  any  just  foundation ;  but  if  they 
have,  I  am  sure  the  criminals  ought  to  be 
punished.  At  any  rate,  the  rumours, 
whether  true  or  false,  should  provoke  us 
to  an  enquiry,  that  the  public  may  be  satb- 
fied  either  by  the  acquittal  or  condemna- 
tion of  the  culprits.  Tor  in  such  an  essen- 
tial point,  the  doubts  and  jealousies  of  the 
people  aVe  not  to  be  neglected.  The  con- 
sequences may  be  terrible.  Recollect, 
Sir,  the  history  of  Richard  2,  and  dread 
the  fury  of  the  populace.  The  articles  of 
impeachment,  I  mean  in  conversation, 
news-papers,  and  pamphlets,  for  at  pre- 
sent 1  have  no  better  authority  to  quote, 
in  these,  I  say,  the  articles  of  impeach- 
ment are  neither  light  nor  trivial.  They 
are  fundamental  points,  which  touch  the 
veiT  essence  of  our  constitution,  and 
which  as  they,  stand  or  fall)  involve  the 
rise  or  fall  of  our  liberties.  Do  you  want 
them  specified  i  As  far  as  my  memory 
will  serve,  I  am  ready  to  gratify  your  cu- 
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riosity,  or  rather  once  more  to  ring  in  your 
ears  the  same  peal,  with  which  they  nave 
been  so  frequently  deafened. 

I  have  heard,  then,  and  read,  that  juries 
have  been  vilified  from  the  bench,  and  re- 
presented as  an  institution  not  to  be 
trusted.  Is  this  the  part  of  a  judge  that 
would  be  deemed  friendly  to  liberty,  or 
that  would  acquire  the  confidence  of  the 
public  ?  It  is  not  that  I  would  present  it 
as  a  criminal  act  in  any  person  to  give 
his  opinion  of  any  part  oi  our  political 
establishment :  all  I  mean  is  to  mark 
the  genius  of  the  man,  and  to  shew  how 
weak  or  wicked  he  must  have  been  to 
calumniate  in  such  a  place,  the  noblest 
palladium  of  liberty  and  property,  that 
the  wit  of  man  has  been  yet  able  to  invent. 

I  have  heard  and  read,  that  a  jury  was 
taught  in  a  solemn  and  deliberate  manner 
by  a  judge,  to  pay  no  respect  to  the  quality 
or  fortune  of  the^  plaintiff,  in  assessing 
damages,  but  to  consider  the  affair  only  in 
a  moral  light  as  a  trial  between  A  and  B, 
and  to  make  no  greater  reparation  to  the 
first  lord  in  the  land,  than  to  the  lowest 
mechanic.  Is  this  sound  doctrine  ?  I  be- 
lieve not.  However  well  it  may  do  in  a 
theocracy,  or  before  that  Judge  who  is  no 
respecter  of  persons,  it  will  not  answer  in 
human  society.  While  man  is  man,  there 
must  be  a  distinction  of  persons.  Even 
arbitrary  governments  cannot  subsist  with- 
out it.  The  maxim,  therefore,  being 
founded  on  an  equality  among  the  citizens, 
which  does  not  exist;  cannot  be  defended 
on  the  principles  of  law  or  reason. 

I  have  heard  and  read,  that  a  judge  re- 
jected a  juryman,  without  any  challenge 
from  the  parties,  who  alone  enjoy  that 
right  by  law.  If  this  be  fact,  can  there 
be  a  greater  enormity,  a  more  crying  sin, 
in  a  guardian  of  our  constitution  ?  For  my 
own  part,  I  cannot  conceive  an  act,  that 
would  more  richly  deserve  impeachment; 
for  it  is  a  bare-faced,  palpable  packing  of 
a  jury,  and  packing  of  the  worst  kind,  as 
it  IS  the  work  of  the  person,  whose  pecu- 
liar business  it  is,  to  prevent  all  sucn  ini- 
quitous practices.  , 

But,  Sir,  this  is  not  all.  I  have  heard 
and  read,  that  a  judge  has  on  all  occa- 
sions, made  it  a  maxim  to  inform  the  jury 
that  they  were  only  judges  of  the  fact, 
not  of  the  law ;  and  that  it  did  not  belong 
to  them  to  judge  of  the  malignity  or  inno- 
cence of  th^  culprit's  intentions.  I  know 
not  what  you  may  think  of  these  tenets ; 
to  me  they  appear  as  absurd  and  mon- 
strouA  as  any  that  ever  I  heard.    For  if 


the  jurors  do  not  judge  of  the  DMiligoity 
or  innocence  of  the  intention,  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  of  what  they  judge.  Can 
any  of  you  tell  me  ?  Of  the  fact  I  The 
fact,  independant  of  the  intention,  is  nei- 
ther blameable  nor  praiseworthy,  as  ap- 
pears evidently  from  the  case  of  man- 
slaughter, in  which,  if  the  fact  only  were 
to  be  considered,  the  jury  moat  bring  ii 
the  defendant  guilty.  Since  the  jury  ig 
here  to  take  the  intention  into  the  ac> 
count,  why  should  they  not  follow  tbt 
same  rule  in  other  cases  ?  I  believe  tbe 
keenest  casuist,  or  splitter  of  cases,  is 
Westminster-hall,  would  be  gravelled  to  tefi 
me ;  and  I  will  be  bold  enough  to  sajthai 
the  jury,  that  acquits  or  condemns  widioui 
regarding  the  intention,  acquits  or  con- 
demns without  any  grounds  at  all.  Sir,  I 
am  not  fond  of  appearing  positive,  or  dog- 
matical ;  but  this  is  so  plam,  so  consdm- 
tional  a  point,  that  I  am  really  astODi^ied 
to  find  Jt  controverted.  Controverted, 
however,  it  seems  to  have  been ;  and  dhr 
most  melancholy  consequences  have  es- 
sued.  A  jury  has,  I  am  told,  been  led  bf 
this  refinement,  and  the  management  of  \ 
judge,  to  find  a  bookseller  guilty  for  tbe 
act  of  his  servant ;  nay,  for  an  act  wbid 
was  not  proved  upon  his  servanL  A 
pamphlet  or  magazine,  sold  by  an  a> 
known  person  in  his  shop,  is  deeoii 
prima  fade^  or  intuitive  evidence  agais; 
him,  and  he  is  accordingly  condemned  br 
the  jury.  Not  that  1  reject /irimaycrr^ 
evidence  as  insufficient.  It  may,  perha& 
be  in  some  cases  quite  conclusive.  Bit 
that  can  only  happen  where  there  \%  liiv^' 
wise  prima  facte  evidence  of  the  roaligni 
of  the  intention.  Here  there  was  no 
symptom  of  criminality.  On  the 
trary,  many  extenuating  circumeta 
concurred  to  exculpate  the  culprit, 
these  quirks'  prevailed,  and  misled 
judges. 

Need  I  say  any  more  to  rouse  jou 
this   enquiry?    You  see   that  I  do 
enter  so  deeply  into  the  subject  as  I 
viously  might  have  done.    £nougb, 
more  than  enough,  has  been  alr^uiy 
vanced  to  waken  you  to  a  seose  of  t< 
duty.  If  you  do  not  follow  the  scent 
which  you  are  now  led,  I  fear  yoa  wfli 
deemed  but  unfaithful  guardians  of 
flock  intrusted  to  your  care.     Think 
that  I  mean  to  upbraid  you.    No,  my  ^^ 
intention  is  to  provoke  you,  wlio  ar 
grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  to  enter  ir 
a  discussion  of  this  important  afiir*     \  ^ 
in  my  own  minda  strong  coDvictiai  cr 
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necessity  of  this  step.  Never  did  I  speak 
more  from  my  heart,  and  less  from  pique 
or  prejudice.  I  conjure  you,  therefore, 
as  you  value  your  own  honour  and  dignity, 
as  you  value  our  laws  and  liberties,  as 
you  seek  the  interest  and  esteem  of  your 
constituents,  to  undertake  this  important 
task  without  delay.  If  the  scrutiny  should 
turn  out  to  the  advantage  of  the  sus- 
pected, I  shall  rejoice.  But  at  present, 
neither  fear  nor  favour  nor  affection, 
should  retard  our  operations.  Whatever 
we  may  owe  to  great  talents  or  exalted 
stations,  we  owe  still  more  to  justice  and 
to  the  public. 

Mr.  Attorney-General  De  Grey  : 

• 

Sir ;  I  do  not  rise  so  much  to  op- 
pose the  present  motion  as  to  justify  my 
own  conduct:  for  that  part  of  the  Atn 
torney  General's  office,  which  is  now  the 
subject  of  debate,  is  never  attended  with 
much  credit  or  satisfaction  to  the  pos- 
sessor. However  cautious  or  tender  he 
may  be  of  giving  .offence,  the  people  will 
generally  lay  to  his  charge  a  great  portion 
of  every  ungracious  act  that  government 
may  be  obliged  to  exert  in  support  of  its 
own  autliority.  I  am  not  conscious  to 
myself  of  any  indirect  or  unjustifiable 
practice.  I  have  exerted  my  best  abilities 
in  doing  justice  between  the  crown  and 
the  subject.  I  have  neither  strained  nor 
relaxed  nay  power.  In  very  ticklish  times 
[  have  at  least  endeavoured  to  steer  my 
ittle  bark  clear  of  all  obloquy.  I  dare 
lot,  however,  flatter  myself  that  I  have 
}een  successful.  The  jealousies  of  the 
)eople,  with  regard  to  this  point,  are,  I 
ear,  incurable.  They  will  always  suspect 
he  active  person.  Since,  then,  I  do  not 
irofess  an  entire  indifference  for  the  good 
pinion  of  my  country,  since  I  would  at 
^ast  be  free  from  actual  reproach,  you 
aay  easily  conceive  that  the  abridgement 
f  my  power  in  this  respect  would  give 
)e  no  great  concern.  It  is  not  that  I 
eem  this  power  unconstitutional,  or  de- 
imentsA  to  the  state.  Unconstitutional 
cannot  be,  since  it  makes  a  part  of  the 
oramon  law,  which  is  as  ancient  as  the 
lonarchy,  and  forms  the  basis  and 
roundwork  of  our  liberties.  It  has  like- 
ise  the  sanction  of  the  statute  law,  asap- 
iavB  from  the  Act  which  has  been  now 
(ad.  All  this  is  acknowledged  by  the 
)n.  mpver  of  the  question.  I  am  sur- 
ised,  therefore,  that  he  should  under- 
ke  to  unhinge  the  wisdom  of  ages,  and 
substitute  hjs  own  imaginations  for  the 
IVOL.  XVI*] 


solid  and  long  tried  constitutions  of  our 
ancestors.  I  do  not  find  that  he  insinuates 
the  existence  of  any  abuses  at  the  present 
juncture ;  an  argument,  in  my  opinion,  of 
no  little  weight  against  any  sudden  and 
precipitate  innovation.  If  there  liad  been 
any  real  necessity  for  a  reformation, 
I  think  the  proposal  would  have  ^me 
with  more  grace  and  authority  from 
those  members,  whose  profession  and  si** 
tuation  give  them  the  best  opportunity  of 
knowing  the  real  state  of  the  case.  I  have 
several  gentlemen  in  my  eye,  who,  I  doubt 
not,  would  have  taken  this  step,  if  they  had 
discovered  any  real  malversation,  or  seen 
advantage  in  altering  this  part  of  the  con* 
stitution.  Does  not  this  circumstance 
throw  a  damp  upon  the  motion  ?  Yes,  cer- 
tainly, and  it  is  no  small  obstacle  in  thd 
way  of  its  success  that  I  have  this  monoeob 
prosecutions  in  my  hands  undertaken  at 
the  request  of  this  House.  Will  you  de^ 
prive  yourselves,  as  well  as  the  crown,  of 
this  engine  ?  I  hardly  imagine  tliat  you 
will  think  that  measure  advisable.  How, 
then,  will  you  proceed  ?  It  is  not  for  me 
to  direct  you ;  but  J[  foresee  tliat  you  wiU. 
be  embarrassed.  It  is  alledged  that  an 
Attorney- General,  who  was  accused  of  an 
undue  exertion  of  his  authority,  made  a 
very  proper  defence  by  saying,  that  he 
acted  only  as  the  mere  instrument  of  a  Se- 
cretary of  State.  But  I  aver  this  to  be 
no  legal,  no  constitutional  justification. 
The  Attorney  General,  like  every  other 
crown  officer,  is  responsible  for  his  con- 
duct, and  if  he  acts  contrary  to  law,  he  if 
amenable  to  justice. 

In  cases  of  official  information  he  repre- 
sents the  grand  jury,  and  whatever  prose- 
cution he  undertakes,  he  undertakes  it  at 
his  peril.  He  is  not,  therefore,  that  ter- 
rible monster  he  is  represented.  He  can- 
not trample  upon  the  constitution,  nor  set 
his  foot  upon  the  neck  of  our  liberty.  He 
can  devour  neither  the  law  nor  the  press. 
Even  libels  dare  look  him  in  the  face.  I 
have  had  some  little  experience  in  this  af- 
fair ;  and  to  shew  you  how  harmless  all 
his  formidable  powers  are,  I  declare  so- 
lemnly, that  I  have  hardly  been  able  to 
bring  a  single  offender  to  justice.  How, 
then,  can  any  candid  man  sugj^est,  that 
the  Attorney  General's  power  is  danger- 
ous to  liberty,  dangerous  to  the  press* 
dangerous  to  innocence  ?  Why,  he  cannot 
preserve  the  mpst  sacred  characters  from 
the  most  outrageous  abuse,  nor  procure 
them  the  least  compensation,  the  least  se- 
curity for  the  future.    But  the  hon.  ge&« 
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Ueman  has  an  affidavit  in  his  pocket,  I 
which  proves,  that  bv  the  contrivance  of  | 
an  Attorney  General,  a  printer  has  been 
prosecuted  and  imprisoned  for  an  article 
Biserted  in  his  news-paper  by  a  servant, 
while  he  was  sick  in  bed.  It  may  be  so : 
such  an  affidavit  has  been  made.  But  it 
reached  the  Attorney-General  at  too  late 
a  period.  Had  it  been  somewhat  more 
early,  I  will  not  say  that  it  would  not  have 
quashed  the  proceedings.  Nor  will  I 
DOW  affirm  that  it  will  not  produce  a  noH 
prosequi. 

Sir,  let  the  affieiir  end  how  it  will,  no- 
thing idiall  be  done  contrary  to  law  and 
equity.  This  case  shall  be  managed  with 
the  same  reverence  for  the  constitution 
that  has  directed  the  other  trials.  These 
have,  I  confess,  been  now  called  in  ques- 
tion; but,  in  my  opinion,  to  no  purpose, 
because  the  point  is  not  properly  before 
the  House.  And,  if  it  were,  I  do  not  ap- 
prehend that  the  accused  would  'find  their 
cause  desperate.  However  much  people 
may  exclaim  against  prima  Jade  evidence, 
the  doctrine  is  neither  novel  nor  absurd : 
it  has  been  maintained  by  men  of  sound 
sense  and  extensive  knowledge  of  the  law. 
Those  who  would  make  juries  judges  of 
die  law  as  well  as  of  the  fact,  wowd  do 
well  to  consider,  whether  that  tenet  would 
not  introduce  irremediable  confusion  in 
tbe  law,  and  render  judges  useless. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Glyin : 

Sir;  as  I  have  been  particularly 
concerned  in  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion now  agitated,  I  think  mj^self  bound  in 
duty  to  the  public,  and  to  my  own  charac- 
ter, to  deliver  my  sentiments  upon  the 
fresh  subject  which  has  been  started.  I 
must,  therefore,  agree  with  my  hon.  friend, 
who  spoke  last  but  one,  in  asserting,  th^t 
reports  injurious  to  our.  courts  of  justice 
have  gone  abroad,  and  taken  deep  root 
throughout  the  kingdom.  They  are  cur- 
rent in  the  metropolis ;  they  are  current 
in  the  country.  Confined  neither  to  pri- 
vate conversation,  nor  to  the  public  prints, 
magazines,  and  pamphlets;  these  suspi- 
cions and  surmises  have  found  their  way 
into  the  remonstrances  addressed  to  the 
throne.  London  and  Middlesex  have  both 
complained  of  this  point.  It  is,  then,  ab- 
surd to  alledge,  that  they  are  but  idle  and 
groundless  rumours,  which  being  lightly 
taken  up,  will  be  as  lightly  laid  down,  and 
consequently  unworthy  of  our  notice. 
They  are,  on  the  contrary,  grave  and  se- 
rioua  matters,  which  have  made  a  deep 


and  lasting  impressioa  upon  the  nundt  of 
the  people.  They  have  inflicted  a  woood, 
which  cannot  be  healed  hot  by  athoroogli 
and  honest  enquiry.  This  is  the  oi^ 
balsam,  this  the  only  catholicon  wtia 
can  be  applied  with  any  prospect  of  sk* 
cess.  Will  you,  then,  refuse  to  try  die 
eflect  of  this  remedy  ?  Will  you  shut  your 
ears  to  their  complaints  ?  loa  may  tab 
that  part,  but  I  fear  it  will  not  be  the  «ij 
to  allay  the  ferment,  of  whole  existence 
you  hnust  aU  be  sensible,  however  mocii 
some  of  you  may  afiect  not  to  know  or  to 
despise  it. 

But  you  ask  what  are  these  rumooi, 
these  reports,  which  have  created  lucfa  jea- 
lousies and  -anxieties.  Are  they  of  sofi- 
cient  magnitude  and  importance  to  dl 
for  the  attention  of  dits  respectable  asien* 
bly  ?  Respectable  as  you  are,  I  caoMt 
thmk  that  you  will  at  all  be  degraded  br 
taking  into  consideration  a  subject  vfakt 
has  engaged,  and  does  still  engage,  the 
thoughts  of  all  London  and  MiddleeL 
Were  there  no  other  part  of  the  realm  te 
be  gratified  by  this  enquiry,  methiobt 
would  be  no  mark  of  imprudence  inyoa 
to  grant  them  this  indulgence.  Tbej  n 
neither  a  small  nor  an  inconsiderable  part 
of  his  Majesty's  subiects ;  and  it  will  be 
no  little  accession  of  strength  to  theni- 
nisters  to  have  them  for  their  frienk 
Can  they  hope  for  this  desirable  eteot, 
except  they  embrace  the  proposed  oei- 
sure  ?  No.  They  and  the  whole  pew^ 
of  England  will  hold  them  as  enemies,  »• 
termined  enemies  to  their  laws  and  liber- 
ties. For,  let  me  tell  yon,  the  points  k 
which  they  contend  touch  Uie  very  etfcoce 
of  the  constitution,  and  must  be  as  deir  tf 
every  true  Englishman  as  the  blood  ^ 
warms  his  veins.  Nothing  will,  Im^- 
suaded,  separate  them  "but  the  po*^ 
tfiat  tears  asunder  his  heart  stnn^  ^ 
you  imagine  that  Englishmen,  ^^.^ 
are  a  people,' will  allow  the  constitatiaa 
power  of  juries  to  be  retrenched.'  ^ 
They  know  too  well  that  it  is  the  best  ^ 
ladium  of  their  liberties,  and  they*» 
never  part  with  it  but  with  their  ^^^ 
this  is  the  sacred  right  which  anbaUovcj 
hands  are  accused  of  having  eodesfoaftd 
to  ravish  from  them.  Rules  of  evidence. 
and  rules  of  law,  are  said  to  hsTC  bee« 
laid  down  by  judges  which  sap  the  (oo^ 
tions  of  juries,  and  which,  if  tolerated*  *» 
render  them,  in  the  hands  of  a  temponz^ 
casuistical  expounder  of  the  laws,  ni^^ 
engines  of  oppression.  ^ 

Sir,  we  are  inftemcd  that tjod|pli»^ 
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tdowB  to  a  fixed,  established  doctrine  in 
awy  that  a  master  is  in  criminal  cases  cri* 
Dinally  answerable  for  the  misdemeanors 
€  his  servant.  If  a  book  or  a  pamphlet, 
ivr  example,  is  sold  in  a  bookseller's  shop, 
■id  without  the  knowledge  of  the  master, 
re  are  taught  by  a  doctor  of  the  law,  that 
lie  master  is  responsible  and  punishable 
or  this  act.  It  woulil  be  idle  to  enter 
argdy  into  the  merits  of  this  case  at  the 
Mresent  time.  Not  to  mention  that  I  have 
leen  prevented  by  the  hon.  aentleman  who 
aarted  this  proposition,  and  who  held  it 
brth  in  a  strong  but  not  in  an  overcharged 
Hcht,  I  am  prevented  by  the  self-evidence 
It  the  case.  The  monstrous  absurdity, 
lie  glaring  iniquity  of  the  doctrine,  u  so 
ilain,  so  palpable,  that  it  may  be  safely 
aft  to  the  conunon  sense,  to  the  feelings 
nd  hearts  of  nunkind.  They  will  judge, 
liejr  will  determine  without  any  sophistry, 
vtUiout  any  Jesuitical  refinement,  and 
ike  an  upright,  unbiassed  jury,  will  bring 
n  this  maxim  guUty. 

But  fidse  rutes  of  evidence  are  not  only 
MWDtenanced.  False  rules  of  law  are  said 
to  be  fostered  and  cherished  with  the  same 
lioos  care.  Juries  are  told  that  they  are 
inly  competent  judges  of  the  fiict,  not  of 
the  law.  For  instance,  if  a  man  charged 
with  publishing  a  libel  is  brought  before  a 
jury,  they  are  not  to  enquire  with  what  in** 
tention  he  published.  Their  sole  province 
b  to  determine  whether  he  actually  pub- 
iabed,  and  whether  the  alledged  libellous 
mpressions  are  to  be  applied,  as  they  are 
io  tlie  indictment.  If  thev  find  these  two 
points  proved  and  ascertained,  they  must 
mng  in  the  defendant  guilty,  and  leave  to 
lie  judge  the  construction  of  the  expres* 
•ODS,  and  the  malice  or  innocence  or  the 
ntafition.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  de- 
ermine  whence  this  doctrine  is  derived. 
[  sun  sure  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  code 
if  natural  law.  The  human  heart  revoltf 
1$  it ;  as  criminality  must  for  ever  depend 
ipon  the  intention.  This  is  so  clear  a 
saae,  that  I  will  not  disgust  the  House 
rith  any  farther  explanation.  If  guilti- 
less,  (hen,  depends  on  the  intention,  what 
Io  the  iarors  find  guilty,  if  they  do  not 
odge  of  the  intention  ?  The  publication 
if  a  certain  quantity  of  paper  and  print  ? 
Sot  there  is  no  guiit  in  publishing  and 
irinting  considered  merely  in  that  light, 
[ft  is  the  intention  alone,  that  constitutes 
the  essen<te  of  guilt ;  and  if  the  Jurors  do 
Botjudge  of  that,  they  judge  of  nodiinpr. 

Tnus,  then,  stands  the  ktw  of  nature. 
Lei  08  now  aeehow  the  law  of  Engiaad 

1 


stands.  Is  it  contrary  to  the  natural  codet 
contrary  to  that  law  which  the  Author  o^ 
nature  engraved  upon  the  table  of  every 
man's  heart  i  God  forbid  1 — ^we  are  not  in 
such  a  distressful  situation.  The  law  of 
England  is  consonant  to  the  purest  princi- 
ples of  rectitude.  It  is  noble,  uniform^ 
consistent,  and  disavows  this  modern  in- 
novation. Modern  I  ma^  call  it,  since  ) 
am  at  a  loss  to  find  a  smgle  precedent, 
by  which  it  is  authorised.  If  a  precedent 
should  be  found,  I  will  take  upon  me  te 
say,  that  it  is  not  a  good  one,  and  that  I 
will  on  a  proper  occasion  prpve  it  not  to 
be  law.  Thus  much.  Sir,  I  Uiought  pr<v 
per  to  say  of  the  reports  which  prevail 
and  of  the  necessitv  of  adopting  the  pro- 
posed enquiry.  The  delicacy  of  my  situap 
tion  prevents  me  from  asserting  any  thing 
from  my  own  knowledge.  As  to  the  vao^ 
tioD  for  amending  the  act  before  you,  I 
give  it  my  hearty  coneurrence. 

Captain  Constantine  Pkipps  .* 

Sir ;  having  a  high  opinion  of  the 
iatmity  and  patriotism  <»  the  ^entlemep  of 
the  long  robe,  I  waited  with  patience  for  this 
motion  from  them.  Knowing  that  they  owed 
this  act  of  ji)stice  to  their  country,  I  little 
imagined  that  they  would  have  failed  iasufih 
an  essential  duty.  I  could  not  persuade 
myself,  that  the  general  opinion  of  their 
backwardness  to  improve  the  constitution, 
was  wril  founded,  and  that  they  were  more 
ready  to  fidl  down  before  the  golden  image 
whico  NdiMcfaadnezaar  had  set  up,  th«n 
to  deserve  well  of  the  public  Unwilling 
to  swallow  any  vulgar  error,  I  determined 
with  nmelf  to  entertain  more  liberal  nt^ 
tions  of  the  profession,  and  not  to  involve 
a  whole  dass  of  men  in  the  same  indiscri* 
minate  censure*  Nor  do  I  yet  abjure  these 
charitable  sentiments.  I  liave  some  gen- 
tlemen in  ray  eye,  whose  public  virtue  will 
not  allow  me  to  pass  so  hard  a  sentence. 
Yet  I  must  say,  tnat  I  thoiuht  it  time  for 
my  patience  to  be  at  an  eno,  when  that  of 
the  nation  was  worn  out.  For  it -is  a 
fundamental  noaxim  with  me,  thata.n?pre 
sentative  ought  to  echo  the  voice  of  his 
constituents.  Indeed,  the  case  wiH  be  al- 
tered, if  in  the  redress  of  every  frievaDCfS 
a  member  is  to  look  op  for  instruittions  fo 
another  member,  who.  assumea  airs  of 
sapience. and  recondite  erudition  from  a 
full-bottomed  wig.  I  should  be  ashamed 
to  sit  here  as  the  representative,  of  a  re- 
spectable body  of  EngHshroen,  if  I  were  to 
learn  my  duty  of  another.  It  »  not  that 
I  refuse  to  profit  by  another's  greater 
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knowledge  or  experience*   Such  arrogance    have  received  fees  for  defendiog  right  and 

18  far  from  roy  thoughts.     All  I  mean  to    wrong. 

iniiinuate  is,  that  in  grand  constitutional         tut    c  v  's,     r*  i  ^m    y 

^  •  —   •»  •     1       ^    r  I  r  «    u«-  ^p        Mr,  Solicitor  General  Thurkm: 

points,  it  IS  disgraceful  for  one  member  or 

this  House  to  need  instruction  from  ano- 
ther. In  these,  we  ought  all  to  be  well 
grounded  before  we  presume  to  become 
candidates;  because,  without  this  know- 
ledge, we  shall  be  but  spurious  and  no* 
miiial  representatives,  mere  tools  in  the 
hands  of  talkative  knaves, .  whose  oily 
tongues  may  soothe  us  into  disgrace  and 
ruin. 

Now,  Sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  know, 
what  there  is  abstruse,  or  difficult,  in  this 
<|uestion,  that  it  may  not  be  folly  compre- 
hende«l  hy^  the  meanest  capacity  ?  I  should 
be  glad  lo  know  why  the  casuists  of  West- 
mirister-hall  should  pretend  to  be  greater 
masters  of  such  a  plain  case,  than  those 
«vbo  have  never  eaten  commons  at  the 
Temple  ?  1  hope  they  will  not  assert  that 
they  are  the  only  ipen  wlio  understand 
reasoning  and  argumentation.  And  I  am 
sure,  'there  is  but  &  small  share  of  either 
requisite  for  discerning  the  necessity  of 
this  motion.  It  is  obvious  to  the  simplest 
man  in  the  kingdom ;  and  indeed  the 
whole  kingdom  not  only  sees,  but  feels. the 
necessity  of  applying  some  remedy  to  so 
^reat  an  evil.  For  who  can  be  so  dull  as 
not  to  perceive  that  no  individual,  much 
.less*  an  officer  of  the  crown,  ought  to  be 
indulged  with  any  power  uncircumscribed 
by  law  ?  For,  though  we  should  suppose 
.him  responsible  for  his  actions,  and  amena- 
ble to  justice,  it  is  evident  thatj  as  he  ge- 
nerally acts  under  the  authority,  and  by 
the  consent  and  advice  of  the  ministers,  it 
'Will  be  no  easy  matteir  to  bring  him  to  an 
^Account.  At  leait,  the  injured  parties  will 
find  it  beyond  the-reach  of  their  power  or 
purse*  This  House  is  the  only  ri^ource, 
(the  m\y  check  that  remains ;  and,  God 
.knows,  that  in"  these  cases  it  is  slow 
enough  In  its  operations !  In  our  days  it  is 
ao-siowiy,  and  so  seldom  moved  to  an  en- 
.jqairyi  that  the  remedy  may  in  most  cir- 
owEistances  be  wdlideeined  none.  So  that 
•ibe-' people  have^iproperly  no  security 
4gaidsl  ''4he  abuse  of  the  discretionary 
t|Mnr«vi  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Attorney 
(£reoeisl;*  Can  it,<,thoh,  be  deemed  pre- 
lauiBptioB  *in  any  man,  however  young  or 
inexpit rienced,  to  propose  the  removal  of 
iBiidi'k^reiit  ^vtl  I '  I  cannot  think  it.  Here 
-knowledge  and  ability  are  not  so  necessary 
as  bone^y  and  JBlegrity;  qualities  in 
'which  1  do  not  see  why  I  should  yield  to 
laoy  limb  of  the  JaW|  however  long  he  may 


Sir;  however  much  a  representitiw 
may  be  bound  to  express  the  voice  of  In 
constituents,  I  cannot  greatly  approre  of 
that  patriotism  which  prompts  any  member 
to  adopt  every  popular  rumour,  and  to 
make  that  rumour  his  own.  We  ought  to 
make  a.  discreet  selection,  to  distioguisii 
between  truth  and  falsehood,  and  not  to 
swallow  every  vulgar  prejudice.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  I  cannot  greatly  applaud 
those  oblique  refiectionsy  which  in  imita- 
tion oC  pamphleteers  and  news-mongers^ 
some  bom  members  seem  so  fond  of  cast- 
ing on  this  House.  Such  strokes,  vbsn 
reported  abroad,  may  be  popular.  Tbet 
may  serve  as  stQts  to  raise  the  authors  op 
to  the  notice  of  the  mob ;  but  I  am  per- 
suaded that  they  will  not  add  much  to 
their  weight  in  this  House.  The  artiice 
is  too  gross  to  deceive.  For  where,  S]r,ii 
the  propriety  of  charging  this  House  witli 
dilatoriness  in  exerting  its  power  of  coi* 
troul  over  the  Attorney  General,  vba 
that  officer  is  not  accused  of  the  kaa 
abuse  of  his  authority.  I  believe  there  s 
no  lawyer,  nor  any  other  sensible  persoa 
within  these  walls,  who  will  not  allow  that 
all  the  prosecutions  lately  carried  on  b^ 
the  Attorney  Genecal,  were  extremelj 
proper,  if  not  necessary.  If  he  had  net 
filed  informations,  he  would  net  have  done 
his  duey.  Why,  then,  should  we,  when  do 
real  danger,  no  late  encroachment  presses, 
sallv  fortb,  like  a  band  of  Quixotes,  to  at- 
tack this  windmill  of  a  giant,  this  imaginv; 
magician,  who  keeps  none  of  our  rigbft 
none  of  our  privileges,  under  the  power  i 
his  enchantments  ?  Not  a  single  wigb, 
not  a  single  damsel,  has  he  injured.  TIkt 
all  walk  at  large,  aye,  more  at  large,  1  sss- 
pect,  than  they  ought.  Our  booksdka 
and  printers  have  no  reason  to  complauiflf 
being  held  in  trammels.  They  are  ailovcjl 
every  reasonable  indulgence,  and  I  thiai 
they  profit  by  it.  They  carry  it  to  its  «• 
most  limits.  Shall  we,  then,  extend  tber 
province  ?  Shall  we  give  licentioasoen  tf 
ampler  range  ?  Methinks  such  a  propofli 
is  made  at  this  time  with  a  very  had  gTa»; 
and  I  believe  there  are  few,  who  had  p-t* 
vious  notice  of  tills  motion*  that  did  ihI 
imagine  that  it  was  made  rather  for  ex* 
tending  than  contracting  the  Attomej(jf' 
neral's  jurisdiction. 

For  my  own  part,  Sir,  I  cannot  be^ 
coosidermg  tbe  project  as  a  craay  coaoed 
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solely  intended  for  gaining  a  little  popu- 
larity; for  men^  however  hopelefls,  will 
^  spread  the  thin  oar,  and  catch  the  driving 
gale,"  the  popular  breeze,  whose  murmur 
is  so  flattering  and  delightful  to  certain 
ears.  But  the  wisdom  and  gravity  of  this 
House  is  not  to  be  misled  by  such  feeble 
engines ;  it  must  perceive,  that  the  power 
at  present  lodged  in  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral is  necessary,  as  well  for  speedily  pu- 
nisbiog  as  preventing  daring  libels,  (f  no 
other  process  is  left,  but  the  common  one 
of  bringing  the  af&ir  before  a  grand  jury, 
the  ^delinquent  may,  in  the  mean  while, 
escape  and  mock  justice.  This  is  some- 
times the  case,  now  that  the  power  of 
filing  intbrraations  is  in  its  full  vigour. 
How  much  more  will  it  be  so  when  no 
such  power  exists  ?  No  offender  can  be 
brought  to  justice.  What  is  the  conae* 
quence  ?  The  licentiousness  of  the  press 
will  increase.  Crimes  .will  multiply.  In- 
stead of  one  whisperer,  we  shall  have  a 
bund  red.  Nothing  will  be  published  but 
libels  and  lampoons.  The  press  will  teem 
vith  scurrility,  abuse  and  falsehood.  The 
minds  of  the  people  will  be  poisoned  with 
rile  aspersions,  and  misled  by  scandalous 
misrepreBentations.  The  many-headed 
least  will  swallow  the  poison,  and  the  land 
vill  consequently  be  one  scene  of  anarchy 
ind  confusion. 

But,  replies  my  antagonist,  are  there 
lot  just  grounds  for  raucn  of  this  obloquy, 
>f  which  you  complain?  Are  not  the 
;ourts  of  justice  deservedly  accused  ?  Are 
lot  the  expounders  of  the  law  guilty  of 
iropagating  unsound  doctrines?  Are  not 
ilse  rules  of  evidence,  and  false  rules  of 
iw,  laid  down  by  the  judges  for  the  di- 
ection  of  juries  ?  I  answer  in  the  nega- 
ive.  These  charges  are  not  founded  on 
ruth.  Primafacie^  or  intuitive  evidence, 
ith  whjch  some  gentlemen  are  pleased  to 
uarrel,  is  very  good  evidence,  where  no 
ther  evidence. can  be  obtained.  It  has 
le  sanction  of  the  greatest  and  most 
)ber  judges  that  this  country  ever  pro- 
need,  as  might  be  proved  by  an  indue- 
on  of  particulars  too  tedious  to  be  now 
numerated,  since  the  point  is  not  regu- 
rly  before  the  House.  But  precedent 
one,  which,  by  the  bye,  woula  be  suffi- 
en  t  to  justify  dur  present  judges,  does  not 
eclare  in  its  favour ;  it  is  also  counte- 
inced,  nay,  established  by  the  law  of  tlie 
nd,  and  the  law  of  nature.  For  where 
le  prima  Jodie  evidence  fixes  guilt,  it 
tunot  be  removed  but  by  contrary  evi* 
siice»    In  civil  ^ciwea  the  owiler  is  con* 


ftssedly  answerable  for  the  faults  of  his 
servants.  How  comes  he  in  criminal  cases 
not  to  be  subject  to  the  same  rule  ?  he  is 
subject  to  it  when  the  prima  Jade  evidence 
loads  him  with  guilt,  and  when  he  cannot 
destroy  its  force  b^  contrary  evidence. 
This  was  not  done  m  the  trial  to  which 
this  charge  alludes ;  it  is  therefore  ground- 
less and  scandalous,  if  not  mean  and  ma- 
licious ;  and  the  culprit  was  justly  con* 
demned,  and  will  be  justly  punished. 

Sir,  the  other  charge  is  equally  ground* 
less  and  absurd.  The  construction  of  li- 
bels belongs  by  law  and  precedent  to  the 
judge,  not  to  the  jury;  because  it  is  a 
point  of  law  of  which  they  are  not  qualified 
to  judge,  if  any  other  rule  prevailed,  if 
the  matter  was  left  to  the  jury,  there  would 
be  nothing  fixed  and  permanent  in  the 
law.  It  would  not  only  vary  in  different 
counties  an^  cities,  according  to  their  dif- 
ftrenl  interests  and  passions,  but  also  the 
minds  of  the  same  individuals,  as  they 
should  happen  at  different  times  to  be 
agitated  by  different  humours  and  capricesw 
God  forbid  that  the  laws  of  England  should 
ever  be  reduced  to  this  uncertainty!  all 
our  dictionaries  of  decisions,  all  our  re- 
ports, and  Coke  upon  Littleton,  itself, 
would  then  be  useless*  Our  young  stu* 
dents,  instead  of  coming  to  learn  the  law 
in  tHe  Temple,  and  in  Westminster-hall, 
would  be  obliged  to  seek  it  in  the  wisdom 
of  petty  juries,  country  assizes,  and  un- 
tutored mechanics.  Adieu  to  precision, 
adieu  to  consistency,  adieu  to  decorum : 
All  would  be  confusion,  contradiction,  and 
absurdity.  The  law  would,  like  Joseph's 
coat,  become  nothing   but  a  ridiculous 

{mtchwork  of  many  shreds  and  many  co* 
ours ;  a  mere  sick  man's  dream,  without 
coherence,  without  order ;  a  wild  chaos  of 
jarring  and  heterogeneous  principles, 
which  would  deviate  farther  and  farther 
firom  harmony.  Yet  the  prevention  of 
this  state  is  the  crime  with  which  our 
judges  are  charged!  O  temporal  O 
mores !  To  what  are  we  at  last  come  ?  If 
the  law  was  perverted,  if  justice  was  sol 
done,  why  did  not  the  complainants  institute 
a  process  for^  fresh  trials  ?  Tliey  vrould 
have  done  it  if  there  had  been  real  grounds 
of  dissatisfaction. 

Indeed,  if  a  juryman  has  been  rejected 
without  a  challenge  from  the  parties,  there 
is  room  for  clamour.  Such  an  act  is  highly 
criminal.  No  man  is  able,  no  honest  man 
would  wish  to  defend  it.  But  let  us  not 
be  rash  in  passing  sentence.  Let  the  &ct 
be  well  auuienticated  before  we  condenui» 

I 
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Rumour  ii  hot  a  sufficient  ground  for  oro- 
eecding.  No  such  circumstance  has  nap* 
pened.  The  great  judge  who  is  suspected 
was  incapable  of  such  an  action.  For 
these  reasons  1  must  give  my  negative 
both  to  the  motion  and  the  enquiiy* 

Mr.  Wedderburn  : 

Sir;  it  would  be  idle  to  enter  at 
this  time  into  a  fall  discussion  of  the  col- 
lateral suinect  of  debate,  which  has  been 
atarted.  ft  is  not  regularly  before  the 
House ;  and  if  it  were,  1  apprehend  we 
must  have  firmer  ground  to  go  upon  than 
rumours  and  pamphlets,  and  news-papers. 
Suspicion,  when  pushed  to  an  enquiry,  is 
a  species  of  conaemnatioo ;  and  the  cha- 
racter of  our  judges  should  indeed  be,  like 
the  chastity  of  Caesar's  wife,  free  firom 
every  shadow  of  suspicion.  Shall  we  then, 
without  any  direct  charge,  .without  any 
fixed  object  before  us,  ^ngsrge  precipitately 
in  this  business,  and  give  currency  to 
vague  reports,  to  the  aspersions  of  low 
malice,  to  the  lie  of  the  day  ?  1  have  too 
good  an  opinion  of  the  wisdom  and  gravity 
of  this  House  to  suppose  it  cap&le  of 
taking  such  a  rash  step. 

Sir,  though  London  and  Middlesex 
have  been  induced  to  lend  an  ear  to  these 
calumnious  reports,  must  we  adopt  their 
folly  \  No  man  has  a  greater  respect  than 
1  for  these  two  great  bodies  of  men ;  yet, 
in  this  point,  1  roust  say  that  they  have 
been  too  credulous.  They  have  been  mis^ 
led  by  those  who  ought  to  have  known 
better,  by  those  who  ought  to  have  assured 
themselves  that  law  was  on  their  side,  before 
they  advised  these  complaints  to  be  inseet^ 
ed  in  the  Remonstrance.  The  conduet 
of  ihe  judgea.  I  believe,  nay,  I  know  to  be 
iireproachabie  in  the  cases  in  question. 
What  foundation,  then,  was  there  for  ac- 
cusing them  in  the  Remonstrance  ?  Mere 
bear-say  and  report ;  causes  too  light  and 
ahadowy  to  set  us  in  motion.  This  is  not 
a  time  to  expose  ourselves,  by  attacking 
imaginary  grievances,  when  so  many  reai 
grounds  for  complaint  exist.  When  so 
much  game  is  before  us,  we  oaght  not  to 
run  in  pursuit  of  vermin.  I  fear  the  pas- 
sions of  some  men  are  too  much  interested 
to  suffer  them  to  act  with  the  temper  and 
discretion  which  are  necessary  ^r  handling 
this  question  ;  and  it  is  not  the  violence 
of  prejudice  and  discontent  that  will  ini> 
fluence  the  generality  of  this  House. 
The  enquiry,  therefore,  seems  to  me  to 
be,  on  its  present  footing,  totally  inadmis- 


Sir,  the  motion  touching  the  Attorecj 
General's  power  of  filing  offidsl  bfonsi. 
tioos,  I  see  in  a  quite  chfferent light;  ibr 
though  I  must  confess,  that  neoeiiitj  Im 
been  the  mother  of  the  mmt  OKntiii 
improvements  in  the  constitutioo,  yet  I 
must  say,  that  times  of  peace  sod  \n^ 
quillityseem  the  most  proper  form  ai- 
teration,  because  the  mmds  of  men  hfii^ 
then  under  no  peculiar  bias,  seem  likely 
to  act  with  more  deliberation  sad  ]Qdg^ 
ment.  The  non-exkitence,  dierefore, «' 
any  abuse  at  present,  is  no  argomeii 
against  the  proposed  amendaicnt.  Tbi 
l«s  injury  we  feel,  the  mere  wisdom  ari 
discretion  we  are  likely  to  discover  is  <nr 
proceedings.  It  cannot  be  denied  dut 
the  alteraUon  of  this  law  wiU  beaUesdcd 
with  possible,  and  even  probsUe  adiai* 
tages ;  and  the  posnbili^,  mochflMretiK 
probability  of  advantage,  is  a  suiSeint 
eround  for  change.  If  our  ancetton  U 
been  so  tenacious  of  old  eatabUshmenti^a 
never  to  have  made  trial  of  a  new  intttB- 
tioD,  what  would  have  become  of  our  lixi- 
ties  I  But,  in  fiu:t,  this  power  has  not  tbe 
sanction  of  a  very  h^h  antiquity.  Ov 
lawyers  trace  it  up  to  Edward  toe  Sid,  n^ 
found  it  on  the  words  ^*  matter  of  recori," 
in  one  of  his  statutes.  Now,  soppocio; 
their  interpretation  to  be  just,  thii  cnflt 
its  commencement  is  modern  to  the  co» 
mencement  of  the  monarchy.  Let  oi^ 
then,  allow  it  to  have  been  oobmbod  In 
since  that  period,  yet  we  need  not,  froa 
any  superstitious  reverence  fiir  the  vii^ 
of  our  ancestors,  be  afraid  of  innovidia 
When  reason  and  tbe  jpnocri^  d  ds 
constitution  dictate  refofmation,Bnistft 
be  deterred  by  mere  names?  Difisot 
times  require  difierent  regulations  lodiB' 
stitutions.  What  mi^t  have  been  praps 
400  years  ago,  may  be  bow  quite  lifsd 
and  pernicious.  Not  to  mention  what  ha 
been  already  sufficienti  v  exposed,  tbe  x^ 
constitutional  nature  of  unlimited  snd^ 
cretionary  power,  the  method  of  fiUag** 
formations  is  more  expensive  and  of^ 
sive,  than  the  common  way  of  bro^ 
the  affiiir  before  a  grand  jury,  vbo  eOf 
mine  witnesses,  and  prevent  nsn?  ca^ 
mous  expences,  by  rejecting  the  Bill,  it 
seems  to  be  founded  on  injustice,  iail»e, 
or  oppression.  The  same  process  1mUi» 
before  an  information  is  granted  in  tki 
King's-bench.  The  case  is  argued  in  opci 
court,  and  before  the  judges  of  the  w 
and  the  culprit  is  aUoi^d  to  Miov  vhta 
information  should  not  be  filed,    li  ^ 

• 

can  there  prodace  any  extcpusting  ^ 
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sumstances,  they  have  their  due  weight, 
rhese  thin^  are  not  dobe  in  a  corner ; 
dl  the  nation  may  and  will  judge  for  it- 
lelf,  and  the  judges,  firom  a  regard  to  their 
iignity  and  character,  will  act  with  gravity 
iBd  circumspection.  Neither  Say's  nor 
Simon's  affidavits  would  there  be  neg- 
ected.  Whj  is  the  Attorney  General's 
bower  not  circumscribed  within  the  same 
imits?  Ought  he  to  be  indulged  with 
More  authority  than  our  judges  ?  Indeed, 
F  the  institution  answered  the  end  in- 
«nded^  it  would  be  one,  though  but  a 
Ireak  argument  in  its  favour.  But  that  is 
ftot  the  case.  The  end  ts  the  speedy 
Ninisbment  of  libellers.  Does  it  attain 
his  end  ?  No ;  before  the  Attorney  General 
^oes  through  half  the  necessary  process, 
he  might  have  got  the  delinquent  tried, 
bund  guilty,  and  condemned  before  the 
MHnmon  juries.  Need  I  say  more  to  in* 
luce  you  either  to  abolish  or  to  modify 
fais  power  ?  I  will  not  suppose  you  so  void 
tf  understanding  and  juclgment,  when  I 
Mure  you,  that  no  lawyer  will  have  the 
hee  to  deny  the  truth  of  my  last  all^a- 
too. 

Mr.  Herbert  Mackmorth : 

Sir ;  as  I  happened  to  sit  as  a  jury- 
nan  upon  the  trial  of  Almon,  I  think  it 
ny  doty  to  rise  up,  in  order  to  rectify 
ome  mistakes,  into  which  the  public  in 
peneral,  as  well  as  some  gentlemto  here 
iresent,  have  fallen.  Various  news-papers 
md  pamphlets  propagated  at  that  time  a 
(^itfthat  we  had  been  misled  by  the  in* 
tractions  of  the  judges,  in  our  opinion  of 
be  criminality  ot  Junius's  Letter  to  the 
iing.  Nothinff  can  be  a  greater  misre* 
iresentation*  In  this  point  we  perfectly 
oincided  with  the  judge  in  our  sentiments^ 
¥hatever  might  have  been  the  sense  of  the 
anes  at  Guildhall,  we  were  unanimous  in 
binkine  the  letter  in  question  an  atrocious 
nd  highly  criminal  libel.  There  was  not  a 
hugle  person  among  us  that  murmured  the 
tBst  doubt  or  hesitation,  or  suspected  that 
lie  author  and  publishers  did  not  merit 
erere  and  exemplarjr  punishment.  These 
rtfclea  were  never  with  us  a  subject  of  dis- 
assfon.  But  whether  Almon  was  culpable 
>r  a  crime,  which  chieilv  affected  his  ser- 
BDt^  was  a  matter  of  long  and  anxious 
iacuisioo.  Right  or  wrong,  we  were  in 
tiat  point  influenced  by  the  instructions  of 
de  judge. 

Sir,  I  bad  my  doubts  whether  the  prima 
leie  evidence  was  a  conclusive  argument 
f  guilt  in  the  defendant.    I  applied  to  the 


judge  for  a  solution  of  my  difficulty.  He 
gave  it  with  that  clearness  and  precision  in 
which  he  has  hardly  his  equal.  He  in* 
formed  me  that  the  law  always  inferred 
guilt  in  the  master  from  the  prima  Jacie 
evidence,  where  there  was  no  other  con^ 
trary  evidence  to  destroy  its  force.  Tliia 
was  the  case  in  the  instance  before  the 
jury.  No  contrary  evidence  had  appeared, 
no  alleviating  oaths,  no  exculpatory  affida<« 
vits.  Whether  it  was  that  the  authors  of 
the  affidavits,  which  have  since  been  made, 
were  averse  to  a  cross  examination,  or  to 
an  appearance  in  court,  or  whatever  was 
the  cause,  no  attempt  was  made  to  invali- 
date the  primafacie  evidence.  It  remained 
unshaken,  unimpeached.  The  necessary 
consequence  was,  that  we  were  obliged  to 
follow  the  law,  and  to  give  our  verdict  ac- 
cordingly. For  the  conscience  of  a  juror, 
if  he  has  any  conscience,  binds  him  no  less 
to  the  observance  of  the  law  than  of  equity. 
Though  I  had  my  doubts  about  the  ma- 
lignity of  the  publisher's  intention,  I  did 
not  think  these  doubts  authorised  me  to 
set  aside  a  certain  principle  of  law,  and  to 
acquit  the  defendant  upon  surmise,  when 
he  stood  condemned  by  a  positive  decision 
of  ouf  jurisprudence. 

It  is  not  that  I  do  not  want  to  see  this 
point  more  clearly  ascertained,  and  more 
generally  understood  than  it  has  hitherto 
been.  Every  thing  relating  to  the  power 
and  jurisdiction  of  juries  ought  to  be  esta* 
bltshed  on  the  firmest  and  surest  founda- 
tions. If  possible,  nothing  should  be  ob- 
scure, uncertain,  pr  perplexed,  in  their 
province.  For  this  reason,  I  could  wish, 
that  this  rule  of  evidence,  as  well  as  the 
rule  of  law,  which,  in  cases  of  libels,  leaves 
the  interpretation,  or  the  innocence,  or 
malignity  of  the  intention,  to  the  judge, 
may  be  maturely  considered  by  tibia 
House. 

If  they  should  turn  out  to  be  law,  we 
shall  be  thus  enabled  to  quiet  the  minds 
of  the  people,  and  to  restore  their  confi- 
dence in  the  courts  of  justice.  I  am  per- 
suaded in  my  own  mind  that  this  will  be 
the  case.  Yet,  however  upright,  however 
irreproachable,  our  judges  may  have  been, 
I  should  not  dislike  to  see  these  laws 
altered,  if  they  can  be  altered  for  the 
better.  They  have  alarmed  the  people, 
who  look  upon  them  as  innovations,  as  en- 
croachments upon  the  power  of  juries.  It 
is  our  business  to  examine  whether  their 
alarm  is  well  founded,  and  if  well  founded, 
what  remedy  can  be  applied.  The  pro- 
posed inquiry,  therefore,  seems  just  and 
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reasonable,  whether  the  judges  are  colpa^ 
ble  or  not?  Our  ancestors  frequently 
adopted  such  measures.  Being  tlie  grand 
inquest  of  the  nation,  they  justly  esteemed 
it  their  duty  to  trace  out  every  grievance, 
and  to  procure  redress.  Ought  not  we  to 
follow  their  example,  when  we  are  called 
upon  by  the  voice  of  the  nation  ?  We 
inust  follow  it,  except  we  chuse  to  forget 
whom  we  represent,  and  whose  servants 
we  are. 

As  to  the  motion,  1  think  it  extremely 
proper,  whether  you  chusc  to  ground  it 
•n  tlie  proposed  enquiry,  or  to  leave  it  on 
its  original  .bottom.  The  arguments  al- 
ready advanced  seem  to  me  conclusive  in 
its  favour. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  : 

Sir;  the  objects  now  under  our 
•onsideration,  seem  to  me  to  be  of  great 
importance,  and  to  deserve  something 
more  than  a  silent  vote.  I  will  therefore, 
with  the  leave  of  the  House,  endeavour 
to  throw  some  light  on  the  subject. 

Several  gentlemen,  Sir,  have  dwelt  with 
a  kind  of  secret  complacency  and  satisfac- 
tion on  the  high  antiquity  ot  the  Attorney 
General's  power  of  filing  official  informa- 
tions. They  have  set  before  our  eyes  in 
every  eng!aging  light,  the  respect  and  re- 
verence which  it  has  derived  from  the  sa- 
voury mouldiness  and  the  venerable  rust 
of  ages.  The  monarchy  has  subsisted  and 
flourished  most  during  tne^xistence  of  this 
power.  Why,  then,  quarrel  with  it  at  the 
present  juncture,  when  it  is  likely  to  prove 
most  beneficial  ?  I  will  not  say  that  there 
is  no  weight  in  this  reasoning,  because  I 
will  not  say  that  there  is  any  question  with- 
out its  difficulties.  Most  questions  have, 
like  Janus,  two  faces^  and  if  you  view  only 
one  of  them,  you  may,  with  a  little  ma- 
nagement, make  your  favourite  side  as- 
sume a  pretty  fair  and  comely  appearance. 
Something  of  this  legerdemain  is  observ- 
able on  the  present  occasion.  While  the 
opposers  of  the  motion  celebrate  the  flou- 
rishing state  of  the  monarchy,  during  the 
existence  of  this  power,  they  forget  to 
prove  to  us,  thAt  it  owed  that  happiness 
to  the  Attorney  General. 

Sir,  it  is  the  fate  of  narrow  minds,  and 
confused  heads,  to  mistake  one  cause  for  | 
another,  and  to  make  nature  as  great  a 
chaos  as  their  own  brain.  Were  it  neces- 
sary, we  might  easily  trace  the  flourishing 
state  of  the  monarchy  up  to  other  causes, 
and  demonstrate  by  facts,  that  this  institu- 
tion reurded  rather  than  accelerated  iu 


^owth:  batthereisnooGcattoaforfetdi^ 
mg  such  a  tedious  compass;  aq^menti 
enough  have  been  already  adTsnced  u 
prove  it  unconstitutional  and  incompat^li 
with  liberty.     What  can  be  a  clearer  tr^ 
dence  of  its  having  never  benefited  the 
kingdom  ?     The  same  argumentft  which 
prove  it  now  prejudicial,  prove  it  prejudh ' 
cial  ever  since  its  comroencement  Bal  | 
what  if  it  should  be  shewn  not  to  have  the 
sanction  of  antittuity  i     Sir,  I  have  ea* ' 
quired  among  others  into  this  point;  Ixt 
fortune  has  not  been  favourable  to  mj  di- 
ligence.   I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  it 
into  the  darkness  and  obscurity  of  remote 
ages :  nay,  I  have  found  it  to  be  roudera, 
and  as  it  were  of  yesterday.    Far  froo 
fixing  it  as  high  up  as  Edward  the  third,  I 
have  been  obliged  to  come  much  fartlxr 
down  from  the  source.     The  words  ^'  out- 
ter  of  record,"  whichhave  been  quotid, did 
not  mean  official  informations.    Eractoi, 
who  is  allowed  by  all  to  be  a  good  autbo> 
rity,  mentions  '<  actions  popular,"  whicb,  I 
apprehend,  were  founded  on  these  expres- 
sions :  but  **  actions  popular"  were  Dct 
the  same  as  official  informations ;  and  ia 
short  I  have,  upon  the  minutest  enquirr, 
been  forced  to  allow  them  but  a  modera 
date. 

Thus  then  it  appears.  Sir,  that  the  op- 
posers  of  the  motion  cannot  take  refuge 
under  tlie  wings  of  antiquity :  they  are 
beat  out  of  the  entrenchment  of  Gothk 
rubbish,  under  which  they  hoped  tore- 
main  impregnabje.  Whither  now  wilhbey 
fly  for  shelter  ? — To  a  majority  of  voica; 
in  these  alone,  not  in  argument,  will  tfaej 
prove  victorious.  If  we  have  any  discre 
tion,  any  shame  left,  we  must  agree  to  this 
motion,  and  either  totally  aboli:»h  or  mo* 
dify  the  Attorney  General's  power  J 
filing  official  informations.  Were  there 
no  other  argument  for  this  measure  bjt 
that  single  one  advanced  by  the  opposcr, 
that  the  office  is  odious  and  suspected,  t 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  any  sober  raao.  be 
sufficient.  For  as  all  government  was  ori* 
ginally  instituted  for  the  ease  and  benefit 
of  the  people,  no  establishment,  whichpres 
them  nothing  but  uneasiness,  canbeappror- 
ed  by  a  w ise  legisla t u re.  Let  it  then  be  cut 
off  from  the  constitution  as  a  rotten  limb, 
which  escaped  the  notice  of  our  fore£i- 
thers  in  the  hurry  and  precipitation  of  the 
Revolution.  But  we  are  not  pressed  bj 
necessity  ?  There  is  no  complaint  of  anj 
late  abuse  of  this  power  ?  This  1  fiadjf 
deny.  The  power  has  been  egrpgiouJ; 
abused  in  the  case  of  Almon*    Wfaj  ^m 
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le  singled  oat,  and  prosecated  before  the 
est  of  his  brethren  ?  He  whose  guilty  if 
n^)  was  only  nominal  \  Why  was  not  the 
nginal  publisher  and  others,  who  had  no 
xcuse  to  allege,  first  brought  to  justice  ? 
lere  I  believe  every  man,  discovers  ma* 
ce»  Almon  had  been  active  in  promoting 
ertain  measures  not  very  agreeable  to  the 
abal*  He  had  published  certain  journals, 
rhich  contained  anecdot^  that  some  neo* 
»le  high  in  office  and  power  could  wisn  to 
ave  buried  in  eternal  oblivion.  It  was 
esolved  to  punish  him  for  these  acts  of 
emerity.  Hold  was  therefore  laid  of  this 
lender  twig.  But  what  ensued  ?  The 
ourts  dare  not  make  use  of  the  stranee 
ferdict  procured  against  him.  The  only 
ause  which  the  Attorney  General  has 
leen  able  to  carry  against  libellers,  he 
annot  turn  to  any  account  From  him 
re  learn,  that  the  office  is  so  odious  and 
letestable  to  the  people,  that  it  does  not 
nswer  any  of  the  purposes  for  which  it 
raa  intended.  Has  he  not  here  said 
nough  to  induce  us  to  abolish  or  modify 
t  ?  Yes,  certainly ;  if  we  do  not  suppose, 
rith  some  speculative  politicians,  who  will 
Listify  the  court  at  all  points,  that  the  peo« 
tie  are  corrupt,  and  that  the  courts  of  jus- 
ice  and  the  administration  are  blameless. 
^or  I  must  aver,  that  one  of  these  three 
propositions  must  be  true,  else  such  atro- 
ious  libels  as  we  have  lately  seen  could 
lever  have  passed  unpunished. 

Now,  Sir,  I  can  see  no  reason  for  sup- 
tosing  that  the  people  have  sunk  to  the 
ery  dregs  of  corruption,  that  they  natu- 
ally  delight  in  slander  and  detraction, 
nd  love  to  protect  libellers  and  defamers. 
t  is  not  long  since  they  would  bring  in  a 
ibeller  guilty  even  at  the  suit  of  the  At- 
omey  General.  In  the  reign  of  Qeorge 
he  second,  no  such  mortifying  repulses 
rare  received  from  juries,  even  wnen  a 
iangerous  rebellion  raged  in  the  very 
leart  of  the  realm.  Government  was  suf- 
iciently  respected  to  maintain  its  authori- 
y.  Shebbeare  was  without  any  difficulty 
lunished  with  imprisonment  and  pillory ; 
nd  many  other  delinquents  were  chastised 
>y  the  fash  of  the  law.  Even  so  late  as 
lie  beginning  of  his  present  Majesty's 
eign,  when  the  minds  of  men  trusted  to 
is  own  benign  and  auspicious,  disposition, 
nd  were  not  soured  by  the  interposition 
f  undue  influence,  the  laws  had  not  lost 
bcir  salutary  terrors.  Do  you  ask  a 
•roof?  The  forty- fifth  number  of  the 
^orth  Briton  is  an  undeniable  evidence  of 
3y  assertion;  theyury,  without  any  diffi« 
[VOL.  XVI.] 
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culty,  found  the  publisher  guilty:  what^ 
then,  has  wrought  so  sudden  a  change  in 
the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  people^ 
that  they  now  countenance  the  most  au« 
dacious  and  wicked  libels  ?  In  so  short  a 
time  they  cannot  have  become  absolutely 
corrupt.  What,  then,  is  the  cause  of  this 
strange  phsenomenon  ?  Are  the  courts  of 
justice  depraved  and  impure,  and  do  they 
out  of  spite  and  malice  contradict  and  op* 
pose  them  ?  I  hope  not ;  I  hope  they  are 
unimpeachable.  I  believe,  nay  I  know* 
the  scandalous  reports  which  are  circulated 
to  be  ill-founded. 

Where,  then,  Sir,  shall  wejook  for  the 
origin  of  this  relaxation  of  the  laws  and  of 
all  government  ?  How  comes  this  Junius 
to  have  broke  through  the  cobwebs  of  the 
law,  and  to  range  uncontrouled,  un« 
punished,  through  the  land  ? .  The  myr- 
midons of  the  court  have  been  long,  and 
are  st^U,  pursuing  him  in  vain.  They  will 
not  spend  their  time  upon  me,  or  you,  or 
you :  no ;  they  disdain  such  vermin,  when 
the  n^ighty  boar  of  the  forest,  that  has 
broke  through  all  their  toils,  is  before 
them.  But  what  will  all  their  efforts 
avail?  No  sooner  has  he  wounded  one 
than  he  lays  down  another  dead  at  hisfeel« 
For  my  part,  when  I  saw  his  attack  upon 
the  King,  I  own  my  blood  ran  cold.  { 
thought  he  had  ventured  too  far,  and  that 
there  was  an  end  of  his  triumphs ;  not  that 
he  had  not  asserted  many  truths.  Yes, 
Sir,  there  are  in  that  composition  many 
bold  truths  by  which  a  wbe  prince  might 
profit.  It  was  the  rancour  and  venom  with 
which  I  was  struck.  In  these  respects  the 
North  Briton  is  as  much  inferior  to  him, 
as  in  strength,  wit,  and  judgment.  But, 
while  I  expected  from  this  daring  flight 
his  final  ruin  and  fall,  behold  him  rising 
still  higher,  and  coming  down  souse  upon 
both  Houses' of  Parliament.  Yes,  he  did 
make  you  his  quarry,  and  you  still  bleed 
from  the  wounds  of  his  talons.  You 
crouched,  and  still  crouch,  beneath  his 
rage.  Nor  has  he  dreaded  the  terrors  of 
your  brow.  Sir ;  he  has  attacked  even  you 
—he  has — and  I  believe  you  have  no  rea- 
son to  triumph  in  the  encounter*  In 
short,  after  carrying  away  our  royal  eagle 
in  his  pounces,  and  dashing  him  against  a 
rock,  he  has  laid  you  prostrate.  King, 
Lords  and  Commons,  are  but  the  sport  of 
his  fury.  Were  he  a  member  of  this 
House,  what  might  not  be  expected  from 
his  knowledge,  his  firmness  and  integrity  I 
He  would  be  easily  known  by  his  con- 
tempt of  all  danger^  by  his  penetration,  by 
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bis  Vigour.  Nothing  woiiU  etcape  hu  vi^ 
gilaoce  and  activity.  Bad  ministen  could 
oonoeal  nothing  from  hit  sagacity;  nor 
could  pfonuses  nor  threats  induce  him  to 
conceaJ  any  thing  from  the  public* 

But  why  do  I  dwell  upon  Junius  alone  ? 
there  are  numberless  other  libellers  whom 
you  cannot  reach :  secure  in  the  protection 
of  the  people,  they  laugh  at  the  terrors  of 
information  to  scorn.  All  your  messen- 
gers  of  the  press,  all  your  tribes  of  infor* 
mers,  are  as  much  despised  as  they  are  da- 
tested.  What  is  the  cause  of  this  general 
aversion  to  law,  this  universal  conspiracy 
against  government  ?  We  have  seen  that 
it  arises  neither  from  the  natural  depravity 
of  the  people,  nor  from  the  accidental  mis- 
behaviour  of  our  courts  of  law.  What  is 
the  conclusion  ?  The  whole  is  chargeable 
upon  administration.  The  ministers  are 
the  grand  criminals.  It  is  their  malversa- 
tion  and  unconstitutional  encroachments 
that  have  mused  up  in  the  nation  this 
spirit  of  opposition,  which  tramples  under 
foot  ail  law,  order,  and  decorum.  Until 
they  are  removed  and  punished,  the  land 
will  be  nothing  but  a  scene  of  anarchy  and 
confusion.  It  is  not  that  I  do  not  approve 
of  the  proposed  enquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  our  judges.  Though  I  believe  the  re- 
ports to  be  false  and  groundless,  yet  as  a 
inend  to  the  judges,  as  a  friend  to  the 
peo^,  whose  suspicions  will  thus  be  re- 
moved by  approbation,  reprehension,  or 
punishment,  I  cannot  help  giving  it  my 
hearty  concurrence.  There  is  a  letter 
directed  to  one  of  the  judges,  which 
charges  him  with  high  crimes.  Will  you 
allow  that  paper  to  walk  abroad  without 
any  notice?  <  You  have  tried  every  expe- 
dient for  quieting  the  people,  but  that  of 
removing  the  oTOUce.  Were  it  only  for 
the  sake  of  experiment,  it  would  be  worth 
your  while  to  try  wliat  efect  this  measure 
would  have  upon  the  public 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Dc  Grey : 

Sir;  when  I  hear  fiM!ts  misrepre- 
sented, in  which  I  had  a  personal  concern, 
and  cases  stated  which  never  Imd  any  ex- 
istence but  in  the  author's  brain,  I  think 
myself  authorized  by  justice,  and  bound 
in  honour  to  contracuct  them.    The  hen. 

Sntleman  who  spoke  last  has  given  the 
ouse  a  brfef  narrative  of  two  facts,  which 
I  know  to  be  without  foundation ;  and  I 
must  tell  him,  that,  to  speak  in  the  gentlest 
terms,  he  treats  a  man  injuriously,  when  he 
assigns  to  his  actions  motives,  which  are 
only  the  suggestions  of  his  own  ftncy. 


He  inibrms  you*  that  malice  and  cmo- 
sion  appear  palpably  OQ  the  fiice  of  Abioo'i 
prosecution,  becaose,  foisooth,  he  bap. 
pened  to  be  first  brou^  to  his  trial,  aid 
because  his  guilt  was  only  nomiasL  Bot 
is  the  opinion  of  the  hoik  gemknia  noit 
respectable  than  the  opinion  of  the  jorjr, 
by  whom  he  was  tried?  They  fiwnd  hoi 
guilty.  His  trial  preceded  that  of  the 
original  publisher,  and  the  other  ddi^ 
quenta,  merely  ^through  accident.  Ai 
many  informations  aa  could  be  cooi» 
niently  ^  ready,  were  at  the  sanw  tine 
filed  agamst  the  transgressors.  The  judges 
after  this  proceas  was  finished,  hsppeoed, 
in  the  course  of  business,  to  sit  to  bar 
causes  at  Westminster  be£»re  they  m  a 
the  city.  This  is  the  true  state  af  tbc 
case  ;  this  is  all  the  nudice,  all  the  oppro- 
sion,  which  hanre  been  ezoSed  on  tfak  o^ 
casion.  If  there  had  been  any  piecoB* 
certed  scheme  of  rancour  or  reTeoge»  i 
different  course  would  have  been  tika 
The  Attorney  General  would  hanre  fca 
brought  to  his  trial  the  original  puUiiber, 
that  culprit,  whose  superior  guik  aeeoMd 
most  likely  to  procure  a  verdict  fiirosnUe 
to  government;  a  verdict,  whidi  mi^ 
serve  as  a  precedent  or  sanction  to  tk 
condemnation  of  the  other  defeodaats 
Such  would  have  been  the  true  way  of 
showing  malice.  The  verj  reverse  of  vim 
is  condemned  would  have  been  the  ooir 
rational  plan  for  obtaining  this  end. 

But,  after  procuring  a  verdict  in  dwou- 
licious  manner,  we  dare  not  make  use  of  it' 
We  dare  not  iiass  sentence^  or  punish  tht 
guilty  bookseller !  He  shall  be  called  up 
to  receive  sentence  to-morrow.  It  b  tnie 
that  Almon  was  already  summooed  <« 
that  purpose;  and  yet,  after  attendlDg, 
was  tQld  that  he  should  not  be  wanted  oo 
that  day.  The  judges  being  eitiwr  ^ 
agreed  in  their  sentence, or  beingprevente^ 
by  some  other  cause  frcmi  condudiaf 
that  business,  I  did  not  make  Almon  ip> 
pear  before  them,  lest  by  the  rule  of  tlK 
court,  they  should  be  obuged  to  keep  bia 
in  custody  till  sentence,  was  paaaed.  1 
was  afraia  that  such  a  step  might  pro>( 
injurious  to  his  trade  and  character.  S) 
that  what  was  an  act  of  lenity  and  merer, 
is  here  charged  upon  the  Attorn^  G^ 
neral  as  an  act  of  cowardice  and  isK» 
No,  Sir,  that  officer  has  done  nothinf  9 
which  he  needs  either  to  be  afraid  or 
ashamed.  He  misrepresents  the  actiooi 
of  no  man;  he  traduces  the  chsract^ 
no  man.  Neither  hia  words  nor  bis  dec» 
need  ever  call  a  blush  into  his  cheek. 
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Mr.  Edmund  Burke  : 

Sir;  I  did  not  mean  to  fix  a  stigma 
on  the  character  of  any  particular  man. 
All  I  wanted  to  aheir  was,  that  there 
was  malice  somewhere,  and  from  what  I 
have  now  heard  I  find  little  reason  to  re- 
tract. A  pretty  satisfiustory  account,  in- 
deed, has  been  given  for  Almon's  being 
fint  tried,  and  for  his  not  having  the 
other  day  received  senfence.  But  has 
any  reason  been  given  tot  his  having 
been  tried  at  all?  Has  the  presumption 
of  malice,  that  mspears  upon  the  face  of 
that  transaction,  been  wiped  away  by  the 
learned  gentleman's  rhetoric?  No.  We 
iiave  heard  much  of  the  legality,  equity, 
and  reasonableness  ofnrimiij^i^  evidence. 
If  ever  applicable,  1  am  sure  it  is  ap- 
plicable to  this  case.  The  prima  Jade 
evidence  fixes  ffuOt  on  the  prosecutors, 
and  I  am  satisfieid  they  have  not  produced 
contrary  evidence  to  destroy  its  force. 
What  M  the  consequence?  They  must, 
according  to  their  own  law  or  Ic^c,  be 
condemned.  The  share  that  Almon  had 
in  the  publication  of  Junius's  letter  was 
K>  small,  that  no  man  of  common  sense 
can  suppose,  that  he  was  on  that  account 
narkea  out  as  an  object  of  punishment. 
Sot  Sir,  there  were  other  latent  causes, 
neither  so  specious,  nor  so  ostensible. 

— — "  manet  altS  mente  rqKMimn 

'  Judicium  Paridis,  spretieqoe  ii]jaria>lbrinflB, 

*  £t  genua  invii um,  et  impti  Ganymedis  bonoref." 

I  appeal  to  the  honour  and  conscience 
nf  the  House,  whether  I  do  not  speak  truth, 
f  I  do  not,  I  expect  to  be  contradicted. 
>oes  any  one  cnuse  to  rise?  No— no 
ne  has  the  front;  and  I  have  the  plea- 
Lxre  to  see  that  we  have  still  some  grace 
ift  amongst  us.  This  is  a  point  that  is 
bvious  to  the  most  simple  and  untutored, 
fad  I  been  disposed  to  refine,  and  to 
lay  the  metapnysician,  my  ingenuity, 
tnall  as  it  is,  would  have  enabled  me  to 
isign  no  very  honourable  motives  to  the 
uirk,  which  brought  the  least  culpable 
rat  to  their  trial.  Had  tlie  original  pub- 
sher  been  first  tried  and  acquitted,  it 
as  foreseen  that  common  decency  would 
ot  suffsr  the  other  prosecutions  to  go 
sy  furthers  a  circumstance,  by  which 
le  culprits  would  save  a  deal  of  expence, 
mI  certain  officers  would  lose  the  har" 
st  of  their  trade.  This,  and  some'  other 
sinta  of  the  like  nature  I  might  urge, 
ere  I  actuated  by  any  malice  or  personal 
[que.  But  I  disclaim  such  unworthy  mo- 
vea.  My  public  conduct  shaO  always  be 
irected  by  public  considenitions. 


Having  said  this,  I  have  nothing  fiirther 
to  add,  but  that  I  see  no  reason  to  retract 
or  alter  my  opinions.  I  return,  therefore, 
to  the  three  grounds  on  which  I  set  out, 
and  repeat,  that  all  our  present  misfortunes 
are  owing  to  the  corruption  of  the  people, 
to  the  misconduct  of  our  judges,  or  to  the 
malversation  of  our  ministry.  The  absur- 
dity of  the  first  supposition  I  have  explain- 
ed, I  hope,  to  your  satisfaction.  The 
whole  blame  must  consequently  fall  on  the 
two  last,  but  chiefly  on  the  piinistry.  The 
nccessary^^ndusion  is,  that  the  ministry 
ought  to  be  removed,  and  that  the  propos* 
ed  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  our  juoges 
ought  to  be  adopte^. 

Mr.  Dunnitig : 

Sir ;  as  the  subjects  now  before  you 
were  precipitately  brought  on  the  carpet, 
I  cannot  pretend  to  treat  them  with  that 
precision  and  accuracy  which  they  de- 
serve. Their  importance,  however,  is  in 
my  eyes  too  great  to  let  me  pass  them 
over  without  submittine  to  your  judgment 
a  few  observations  which  occur  to  my 
mind.  In  my  apprehepsion,  the  opposers 
of  the  motion  have  advanced  against  it 
only  one  argument,  which  has  not  been 
fully  answered  and  refuted.  This  is  the 
argument:  both  Houses  have  frequently 
addressed  the  King,  to  desire  the  Attorney 
General  to  prosecute  libellers  and  de* 
fiimers.  TBe  Attorney  General  has  at 
this  moment  on  his  hands  prosecutions, 
which  he  commenced  at  the  instance  of 
parliament.  Will  you,  then,  abolish  or 
abridge  the  power  of  an  officer,  whom  you 
found  so  necessary  to  put  your  own  designs 
in  execution  ?  What  has  been,  may  be 
again.  More  **  Whisperers''  may  be  pub- 
lished'; and  you  may  wish,  when  it  is  too 
late,  that  he  rtill  possessed  the  power  of 
filing  informations.  An  hon.  friend  of 
mine,  who  proposed  to  modify  the  Attor-* 
ney  GeneraPs  power,  either  by  allowing 
the  defendant  to  shew  cause  in  a  court  of 
justice  why  an  infornution  should  not  be 
granted,  or  by  subjecting  the  affiiir  to  the 
previous  cognizance  of  a  grand  jury,  an- 
swers this  reasoning  by  affirming  that  there 
is  no  occasion  for  the  interference  of  a 
court  of  justice,  orof  agrand  jury ,  where  the 
g^and  inquest  of  the  nation,  a  body  much 
more  respectable  than  any  grand  jury,  has 
decided  the  point,  and  found  a  true  bill, 
a  true  ground  for  a  prosecution. '  This 
logic  would  be  very  just,  could  it  be  shewn 
that  the  interposition  of  pariiament  had  in 
any  case  aAswered  the  end  intended.    For 
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my  own  part,  I  have,  from  all  the  exam- 
ples which  I  have  yet  seen  or  read«  been 
obliged  to  form  a  very  unfaYOurable  opi- 
nion of  these  exertions  of  power.  The 
laws  are  capable  of  supporting  themselves 
without  our  sanction.  When  they  are 
not*  we  cannot  add  much  to  their  autho- 
rity. We  shall  be  considered  by  the  na* 
lion  as  the  tools  of  a  weak  ministry,  who 
are  obliged  on  aH  occasions  to  shelter 
themselves  under  our  wings,  and  borrow 
our  strength  in  order  to  prop  the  tottering 
fabric  of  government.  There  is  something 
ao  odious  and  apparently  oppressive  in 
arming  the  whole  legislative  power  against 
an  individual,  who  is  open  to  the  laws, 
that  the  people  can  never  be  persuaded 
there  is  not  more  than  justice  sought. 
They  will  conclude  that  there  is  malice 
and  revenge  at  bottom;  and  that  such 
ponderous  bodies,  as  the  two  Houses, 
could  not  be  set  in  motion  by  so  feeble 
and  inert  a  power  as  the  love  of  good  go- 
vernment. Hence  will  arise  jealousies  and 
suspicions  of  our  integrity  and  independ- 
ence. Hence  reflection  will  be  cast  upon 
our  character.  Satires,  libels,  and  lam- 
poons will  be  written  against  individuals, 
as  well  as  against  the  collective  body.  We 
shall  become  the  common  butt  of  national 
ridicule.  Nothing  will  be  seen  but  epi- 
grams, puns,  and  pasquinades,  much  false- 
hood and  some  truth.  The  land  will  be- 
come one  scene  of  confusion  and  anarchy. 
The  persecution  commenced  against 
Wilkes  in  this  House  will  justify  these  ob- 
servations. I  give  this  example,  because 
it  is  modern,  and  comes  home  to  every 
man's  breast.  More  instances  might  be 
quoted,  for  our  history  is  full  of  them* 
Were  there  but  this  one,  it  wouid  justify 
me  in  saying,  that  this  consideration  ought 
not  to  deter  us  from  abolishing  or  modify- 
ing the  Attorney  General's  power  of  filing 
official  informations. 

The  same  hon.  gentleman  thinks  this 
is  not  a  proper  time  for  enquiring  into  the 
conduct  of  our  judges.  And  why  does  he 
think  so  ?  Because  we  are  in  a  bad  hu- 
mour. Now,  I  think  this  is  the  very  best 
season, for  such  an  enquiry.  And  I  will 
tell  you  why :  that  we  may  remove  that 
bad  humour.  For,  let  me  tell  you,  it  is 
not  of  a  nature  that  will  yield  to  every  re- 
medy. It  is  too  obstinate  and  malignant 
to  be  scared  away  by  every  quack  medi- 
cine. The  people  think  the  doctrines 
charged  upon  the  courts  of  justice,  not 
only  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
^^tMtion,  but  also  with  the  dictates  of  na- 


tural  equity.  Can  such  opinions  be  era- 
dicated but  by  an  enquiry  ?  Never  believe 
it.  It  is  not  that  I  pretend  (hit  tbeir  nt- 
picions  are  well  founded.  I  hope  ooL 
At  least  I  do  not  know  them  to  be  so;  for 
I  was  not  present,  when  the  chargei  wen 
given  by  the  judge. 

But,  if  report  be  true,  there  is  suffidcot 
ground  for  an  enquiry.  There  is  at  leiat 
an  appearance  of  oppression  in  making  the 
master  criminally  answerable  for  the  act  of 
the  servant;  and  there  is  someUiiog  doubt- 
ful in  that  principle  of  law,  miucL  iofen 
criminality  from  tne  single  fiictofpnblia- 
tion,  or  prima  Jacie  evidence.  Thisap* 
pearance  of  oppression,  and  this  doubtfiil* 
ness  ought,  in  my  apprehension,  to  be  mo* 
tives  of  sufficient  force  to  impel  lu  to  s 
enquiry. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Mond 
head  of  accusation,  in  which  the  jodga 
are  charged  with  denying  to  the  juiy  the 
right  of  taking  the  intention  under  cosa* 
deration.  Though  I  confess  that  tJKf 
must  not  in  all  cases  be  judges  of  tbekr, 
yet  in  cases  of  libels  there  seems  to  be  a 
necessity  for  it ;  because,  if  thej  do  Mt 
judge  of  the  intention,  they  judge  of  n> 
thing.  We  ought  there  to  make  this  co* 
quiry,  in  order  to  determine  how  fiir  diey 
are  to  judge  or  not  to  judge  of  tbe  intcfr 
tion.  We  ought  to  mark  out  tbe  lioe^ 
which  discriminates  the  province  of  the 
judge  and  jury.  This  will  be  tbe  oolr 
plan  for  quieting  the  present  murmon  and 
jealousies.  I  am  therefore  for  the  ea* 
quiry,  both  as  a  friend  to  the  judges,  vi 
to  the  people. 

Lord  Frederick  Campbell: 

Sir ;  I  am  realjy  surprised  bov  nea 
of  sense  and  understanding  can  exbavt 
their  breath  and  lungs  upon  a  subjectt 
which  is  not  before  them.  Their  condact 
puts 'me  in  mind  of  Achilles  in  tbe  Si^ 
who  was  puffing  and  blowing  in  pufsuitrf 
.Sneas's  phantom,  while  he  was  Mf 
lodged  within  the  walls  of  Troy.  But  ths 
it  is  with  the  ablest  of  us  all,  wbea  ve 
allow  ourselves  to  be  ruled  by  prejudiceff 
passion.  Like  unruly  horses,  we  run  out 
of  the  course,  and  are  bewildered  in  alitl^c 
mazes  of  error  and  absurdity.  Wbat  d^e 
could  have  engaged  gentlemen  in  this  vU 
goose  chase  after  an  object  ? — An  object 
did  I  say  ?  After  a  shadow,  nay,  less  this 
a  shadow,  since  till  it  is  regularly  intra- 
duced,  it  is  to  this  House  a  mere  da* 
entity. 
Sir,  if  any  matt  inteada  to  anaign  ^ 
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conduct  of  our  judges,  let  him,  in  God's 
lame,  stand  forth.  But  let  him  chuse  a 
iroper  occasion.  Let  not  the  subject  be 
iragged  in  by  the  neck  and  shoulders  to 
nterrupt  and  embarrass  a  question  with 
vhich  it  has  but  little  connection.  Though 
he  Attorney  General  should  have  abused 
lis  power,  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
courts  of  justice  are  in  any  respect  guilty. 
^or,  reciprocally,  does  misconduct  in  the 
x»iirts  of  justice  imply  misconduct  in  the 
\.ttomey  General.  Their  respective  au- 
horities  are  totally  distinct  ana  independ- 
iimt.  Why,  then,  blend  them  together,  as 
I  both  constituted  but  one  indivisible 
K>dy  ?  I  wish  gentlemen  would  learn  to 
listinguish  with  a  little  more  accuracy 
tnd  precision.  1  remember  the  time  when 
he  same  renowned  metaphysicians  repre- 
ented  it  as  a  crying  sin  in  this  House,  to 
iccumulate  the  various  crimes  of  one 
nan,  and  to  make  them  the  foundation  of 
lis  expulsion.  What  is  now  become  of  that 
:asuistry,  by  which  they  would  separate 
he  diAerent  misdemeanors  of  the  kme 
ndividual  ?  I  am  sure  there  is  more  unity 
n  them,  than  in  the  supposed  crimes  of  the 
\.ttorney  General  and  the  judges.  Why, 
hen,  do  they  not  apply  the  edge  of  their 
liaiectical  acumen  to  this  case  ?  Were  it 
ilunt  as  a  coulter,  it  could  not  fail  to 
plit  it.  The  most  vulgar  and  untutored 
oust  see  that  the  two  questions  cannot  be 
nterwoven,  and  formed  into  one.  All  the 
larangues  yet  delivered  shew  but  too 
clearly  that  they  are  as  wide  of  one  ano- 
her  as  east  and  west.  Let  us,  then,  for 
he  present,  at  least,  banish  the  enquiry 
nto  the  conduct  of  fhe  judges,  and  attend 
olely  to  the  motion  which  lies  on  the 
able.  If,  at  any  future  time,  it  should  be 
bought  necessary  to  resume  this  topic, 
.  quite  different  mode  of  proceeding,  must, 
Q  my  humble  opinion,  be  adopted.  Can 
ny  man  in  his  senses  imagine  that  this 
;rave  assembly  will  act  upon  viqne  report 
nd  hearsay,  upon  the  uncertain  voice  of 
he  multitude,  which  *'  bloweth  where  it 
steth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound  there- 
f,  but  knowe^  not  whence  it  cometh,  nor 
rhither  it  goeth^''  No,  Sir;  we  must 
ave  something  fixed  and  permanent  be- 
>re  us,  something  that  we  can  see  and 
eel,  and  not  a  fleeting  ghost,  that  eludes 
lur  grasp.  Why  did  not  these  outrage- 
ous lovers  of  justice  and  the  constitution 
pursue  this  plan  I  Why  did  they  not  lay 
lefore  us  an  authentic. state  of  the  illegal 
ind  unjust  proceedings  of  which  they  com- 
dain^  If  the  verdicts  to  which  they  al- 
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lude,  were  unconstitutional,  why  did  not 
they  move  for  an  arrest  of  judgment  > 
Wh3r  was  not  the  point  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  twelve  judges  ?  What 
has  become  of  demurrers  and  fresh  trials  i 
Whftt  has  become  of  appeals  to  higher 
tribunals  ?  Had  some  of  these  steps  been 
taken  we  might  have  some  object  for  our 
consideration,  and  we  should  know  what 
plan  to  follow.  At  present,  we  are  en« 
tirely  in  the  dark ;  or,  what  is  worse,  even 
than  Egyptian  darkness,  we  have  a  glim- 
mering uncertain  light,  which  can  only 
betray  us  into  the  inextricable  paths  of 
error.  Indeed,  the  gentlemen,  who  start- 
ed this  subject,  seem  to  me  to  be  sporting 
away  our  time,  and  inviting  us  to  play 
with  them  at  blindman's-buff.  But,  if 
the^  have  no  serious  business  to  engage 
their  attention,  and  are  disposed  to  amuse- 
ment  and  vain  declamation,  I  hopet  we 
know  our  duty  better  than  Jo  join  them  in 
such  boyish  trifling.  We  have  on  our 
hands  the  weighty  and  important  concerns 
of  the  state.  To  these  let  us  appfy  with 
all  our  might ;  for  at  this  critical  period 
they  are  sufficient  to. employ  our  whole 
time  and  attention. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tt/conskend: 

Sir ;  I  cannot  easily  figure  to  my- 
self a  subject  that  deserves  more  of  our 
time  and  attention  than  the  enquiry  pro- 
posed. For  what  is  its  object?  The  re- 
storation of  the  constitutional  power  of 
juries,  which  certain  judges  are  accused 
of  having  abridged.  Can  any  thing  be 
more  interesting  to  a  man,  who  has  the 
least  spark  of  patriotism,  or  has  indeed 
any  just  notion  of  his  own  good?  Juries 
are  excluded  from  taking  under  their  cog- 
nizance the  intention,  with  which  libels 
are  published.  Why,  then,  are  the}'  not 
forbidden  to  consider  the  intention  in 
cases  of  thefl,  robbery,  and  murder?  I 
am  satisfied  they  are  as  unfit  for  judging 
of  the  one  as  of  the  other.  He  whom  na- 
ture or  education  has  not  qualified  for  de- 
termining the  guilt  of  a  libel,  is  unqualified 
to  sit  as  judge  in  cases  of  life  and  death*. 
Libels  are  generally  addressed  to  the  body 
of  the  people.  Them  they  are  intended 
to  affect,  them  they  are  intended  to  mis- 
lead. Who,  then,  so  proper  as  they  to 
judge  of  their  tendency  and  power  ?  For 
my  own  part,  I  always  understood,  that 
they  were  the  sole  judges  in  criminal 
cases,  and  that  the  justices  were  only  ex- 
pounders of  the  law,  men  paid  by  the 
public  to  assist  and  direct  them  in  intri- 
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cate  and  difficuk  casei.  Nor  am  I  q^ 
prebensiTe  that  the  kv  will  in  their 
naads  become  uncertaip  and  oonfiised. 
Human  nature  is  every  where  the  same. 
The  decisions  of  London  and  Middlesex 
juries,  will  be  pretty  uniform  and  con- 
sistent. If  this  were  notfiict,  how  could 
the  principles  of  our  criminal  law  in  other 
cases  have  yet  remained  the  same}  There 
is  no  great  variety  or  jpconsistency  In  the 
Tcrdicts  passed  by  the  juries  of  different 
counties  m  similar  cases  c^  theft,  robbery, 
and  muider.  Why  should  not  the  same 
harmony  subsist  in  their  judgments  upon 
libeb?  The  reason  I  cannot  possible  di- 
vine, nor  fadiom.  Let  those  who  are 
more  sharp-sigfated,  explain  it  if  they  can. 
I  confess  myself  unequal  to  the  task.  But 
if  this  is  beyond  their  reach,  let  them  al- 
low that  the  encroachments,  lately  made 
by  judges  on  such  an  essential  right  of 
juries,  call  loudly  for  our  interposition. 

Lord  Palmerston  rose,  to  tell  the  House 
that  he  had  voted  for  the.  same  motion 
when  made  by  Mr.  Calvert,  and  seconded 
by  seijeant  Hewitt,  (afterwards  lord  Lif- 
ford;  four  or  five  years  ago*,  but  now  he 
had  altered  his  mind,  and  would  vote 
against  this  motion.  This  speech  brought  | 
up  Mr.  Phipps  a^n :  but  he  was  called 
to  order  by  lord  Palmerston,  who  appre- 
hended a  quarrel. 

Lord  North  : 

Sir ;  I  have  attended  with  the  ut- 
diost  care  to  whatever  has  been  advanced 
by  the  promoters  of  the  motion  and  the 
enquiry.  Like  an  ignorant  juryman,  will- 
ing to  be  a  thorough  master  of  the  cause 
which  he  is  to  try,  I  have  spared  neither 
pains  nor  patience  in  scanning  every  argu- 
ment. But,  notwithstanding  all  my  as- 
siduity and  openness  to  conviction,  I  must 
say,  that  I  see  no  sufficient  grounds  for 
the  motion  nr  the  enquiry.  Were  there 
even  complaints  made  against  the  Attor- 
ney General,  for  the  improper  exercise  of 
his  power,  yet  surely  this  is  not  the  time 
for  clipping  his  wings,  and  confining  him 
within  narrower  limits.  If  you  had  a  vici- 
ous and  unruly  horse,  would  you,  in  order 
to  tame  him,  remove  the  only  curb  which 
gave  you  any  command  over  him  ?  No ; 
you  would  sooner  put  an  additltional'  bit 
mto  his  mouth.  Not  that  I  would  desire 
to  see  any  new  restraint  laid  on  the  press. 
No,  Sir ;  I  am  far  from  suggesting  such 
an  idea.    No  man  shall  ever  have  it  in  his 

^  See  p.  40  of  the  pvmut  vriume. 
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that  bulwark  of  the  constitotioo.   I  kwr 

its  value  too  wdl  to  haibov  lo  ndi  i 

thought.    But  while  I  would  proem  to 

the  people  this  noble  privily  UDdimi. 

nished,  1  would  not  extend  it  beyond  iH 

bounds,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of  eroy 

discontented  and  &ctious  scribbler  to  io- 

suit  government  with  impunity,  and  to 

kindle  jealousies  and  animosities  throo^* 

out  the  natioii,  without  any  neaoi  of  r* 

dress.    Such  a  state  of  tmngs  would  mt 

be  liber^,  fcnit  licentioosDesk    At  leas, 

if  it  be  liberty,  I  am  sore  w^  have  eooo^ 

of  it  already.    But  some  people  are  ttofr 

reasonable  that  nothing  will  satisly  then 

but  the  overthrow  of  all  the  bsmisfo 

wisely  erected  by  our  ancestera  for  pr^ 

serving  the  distinct  membeES  of  the  coi- 

stituiion.    Hiey  forget  thait  oar  goim- 

meat  is  of  a  mixed  nature,  and  caut 

therefore  bear  every  thing  oa  one  sde. 

and  nothing  on  the  other.    ThejdoQoc 

foresee  that  its  balance  will  be  dcstnmd 

by  taking  from  the  regal,  and  sddingto 

the  popiuar  scale;   In  my  opinion,  the  ^ 

ferent  weights,  which  compose  oor'go* 

vemment,  are  at  present  nicely  fmL 

and  we  shaU  only  spoil  the  equililxniabt 

our  tampering.    Tiiio  would  be  paitio- 

larly  the  consequence  at  this  jaoctBre, 

when  the  minds  of  the  people  are  aDbap- 

pily  so  much  inflamed,  and  so  strong 

disposed  to  encroach  on  the  clairai  of  tiie 

crown.    Let  us,  then,  wait  with  pstieDce 

till  the  present  ferment  has  subsided,  sad 

prepared  the  nation  for  listening  to  resMo. 

Sir,  it  matters  little  whether  this  iDit|* 

tutibn  be  ancient  or  modem,  provided!! 

be  good.    That  it  is  so  in  our  days  vn^ 

I  think,  be  evident  to^Tery  roan  whores^ 

the  papers  and  pamphlets  which  are  cob* 

stantly  published.  They  teem  with  shfider 

and  defiimation.    Slander  and  defiioiatka 

are  become    the   food    and   raiffleotof 

{mnters  and  booksellers.  They  aiw- 
utely  live  on  the  murder  of  public  ao^ 
private  characters.  To  what  ko^ 
would  they  not  go,  did  th^  not  dread  toe 
power  of  the  Attorney  General?  TM 
would  become  quite  outrageous  and  mSr 
&i>ible. 

Sir,  part  of  what  I  have  said  of  the  shk 
tion  is  equally  applicable  to  the  eoqdrT. 
This  b  not  aseasmi  for  engaging  in  sodi  i 
momentous  affiur.  Some  of  us  are  w 
much  influenced  by  passion  aad  pr^adice; 
and  we  have  on  our  hands  plenty  of  ochcf 
aflbiiB,  more  urgent  and  more  kaports^ 
Indeed,  if  by  this  enquiry  we  oouUi^ 
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Qove  the  doubts  and  jealousies  which  are 
aid  to  exist,  there  would  be  one  argument 
n  its  fiivGur.  But  I  am  satisfied  this 
voM  not  be  the  case.  The  same  men  who 
lave  engendered  the  present  scandaloas 
eports,  who  have  fostered,  nourishedy 
od  carefully  refured  them  up  to  maturitj, 
rould  have  still  the  same  cause  of  discon- 
sot,  that  IS,  no  cause  at  all,  but  the  want 
f places  and  pensions;  and  they  would 
well  into  a  new  subiect  of  complaint  the 
entence  of  acquittal,  or  rather  approha- 
ion,  which  we  should  be  forced  to  pro- 
ouoce.  1  know  this  would  be  the  end  of 
^e  enquiry.  Your  .Wilkes%  your  Ju- 
ius'g,  and  your  BiU  of  Rights  men,  urged, 
ke  spiteful  toads,  by  nudice  and  hunger, 
oaldspit  their  impotent  venom  in  our  faces, 
liey  wouM  set  a-soing  the  same  mint  in 
hich  they  have  corned  the  many  false  and 
illainous  reports  which  are  propagated 
oncernbp;  our  courts  of  justice.  Having 
enen  punished  by  our  judges  for  their 
rimes,  they  fvouid,  like  boys,  who  wreak 
leir  vengeance  on  the  guiltless  stone  by 
bich  they  have  been  hurt,  spend  their 
iry  on  the  mere  instruments  which  the 
m  employs  in  diastising  them.  Un- 
appy  desperadoes !  who  do  not  foresee 
lat  this  attack  upon  the  guardians  of  (he 
IV  will  prove  faUd  to  the  law  itself,  and 
tat  they  cannot  long  survive.  Common 
lemies  to  prince  and  people,  they  must 
i  objects  of  common  vengeance*  But 
icendiaries  rejoice  in  a  general  confla^a- 
(m.  The  fall  of  their  neighbour's  house 
their  harvest;  they  fatten  on  its  spoils. 
But  we  are  told,  Sir,  that  it  is  the  mis- 
mduct  of  the  ministry  that  has  wrought 
e  people  into  this  bad  humour,  which 
akes  them  oppose  all  law  and  order.  No, 
r,  it  is  not  tne  misconduct  of  the  minis- 
fj  nor  the  misconduct  of  the  courts  of 
stice,  nor  the  corruption  of  the  people. 
lie  ministers  and  the  courts  of  justice 
ive  not  done  a  single  act  which  they  can- 
't justify  by  the  law  and  the  constitution, 
ley  are  ready  to  answer  for  their  con- 
ct.  But  it  IS  the  credulity  of  the  peo- 
^  wrought  upon  by  flagitious  libellers, 
at  has  excited  this  outrageous  opposition 
government.  And  where  is  the  wonder 
it  they  are  thus  misled  ?  Can  any  man 
i^ollect  a  period,  when  the  press  croaned 
th  such  a  variety  of  wicked  and  despe- 
te  libels  ?  Such  is  their  number,  tnat 
e  would  imagine  there  is  not  a  single 
D  made,  a  single,  standish  used, .  or  a 
igle  scrapr  of  paper  bought,  {^ut  in  order 
manufacture  a  ubeL    The  fim  thing  we 


lay  our  hands  on  in  the  mormng  is  a  libel; 
the  last  thing  we  lay  out  of  our  hands  in 
the  evening  is  a  libel.  Our  eyes  open 
upon  Ubds ;  our  eyes  dose  upon  libek. 
In  short,  libels,  lampoons,  and  satires, 
constitute  aU  the  writing,  printing,  and 
reading,  of  our  time. 

Sir,  when  factious  and  discontented 
men  have  brought  things  to  this  pass,  why 
should  we  be  surprised  at  the  difficulty  of 
bringinglibellers  to  justice?  Why  should 
we  w<mder  that  the  great  boar  of  the 
wood,  this  mighty  Junius,  has  broke 
through  the  toils,  and  foiled  the  hunten  ? 
Though  there  may  be  at  present  no  spear 
that  will  reach  him,  yet  ne  may  be  some 
time  or  other  caught.  At  any  rate,  he 
will  be  exhausted  with  fruitless  efforts; 
those  tusks,  which  he  has  been  whetting  to 
wound  and  goam  the  constitution,  will  be 
worn  out.  Truth  will  at  last  prevail.  The 
public  will  see  and  feel  that  he  has  either 
advanced  false  facts,  or  reasoned  falsely 
from  true  principles;  and  that  he  has 
owed  his  escape  to  the  spirit  of  the  times, 
not  to  the  justice  of  his  cause.  The  NorUi 
Briton,  the  most  flagitious  libel  of  its  day, 
would  have  been  egiially  secure,  had  it 
been  as  powerfully  supported.  But  the 
press  had  not  then  overflowed  the  land 
with  its  black  gall,  and  poisoned  the  minds 
of  the  people.  Political  writers  had  some 
shame  left ;  they  had  some  reverence  for 
the  crown,  some  respect  for  the  name  of 
majesty.  Nor  were  there  any  members 
of  parliament  hardy  enough  to  harangue 
in  defence  of  libels*  Lawyers  could  hardly 
be  bought  to  plead  for  them.  But  the^ 
scene  is  now  entirely  changed.  Without 
doors,  within  doors,  the  same  abusive 
strains  prevail.  Libels  find  patrons  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  as  well  as  in  West- 
minster-hall. Nay,  they  pronounce  libels 
on  the  very  judges.  They  pervert  the 
privileges  of  this  House  to  the  purposes  of 
faction.  They  catch  and  swallow  the 
breath  of  the  inconstant  multitude,  be- 
cause, 1  suppose,  they  take  their  voice, 
which  is  now  that  of  libels,  to  be  the  voice 
of  God. 

Sir  WUliam  Meredith  : 

Sir;  in  my  apprehension,  no  two 
questions  can  be  more  diflerent  or  more 
unconnected  than  the  motion  and  the 
enquiry,  which  has  engrossed  so  much 
of  our  time  and  attention.  The  only 
thing  which  they  have  in  common  is, 
that  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Judges 
are  law  officers  under  the  crown,  and  that 
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tihev  follow  their  employments  in  the  same 
hail*     But  is  this  a  sufficient  reason  for 


^ing  them  aiwaya  together  in  a  bundle  ? 
By  no  means.  It  is  not  pretended,  if 
they  have  erred,  that  they  have  erred 
in  conjunction.  Their  power  and  ju- 
risdiction are  separate  and  distinct  What 
nature  and  the  constitution  have  kept 
asunder,  let  us  not  force  into  a  violent 
union.  By  the  conversation  which  I 
have  had  with  the  honourable  proposer  of 
the  motion,  I  understand  that  he  never 
meant  to  have  this  topic  at  present  intro- 
duced, but  that  he  mtends  to  reserve  it 
for  a  future  opportunity.  Nor  can  I  see 
with  what  view  it  could  be  started,  except 
with  that  of  thwarting  and  impeding  the 
progress  of  the  affair  now  under  our  con- 
sideration. Certain  I  am,  that  it  has  hi- 
therto had  no  other  eftect.  It  has  fruit- 
lessly consumed  much  of  our  time,  and 
prevented  us  from  coming  to  any  decision. 
.  Let  us  first  dispose  of  the  motion,  and  then 
we  shall  have  the  road  smooth  and  easy 
for  an  enquiry. 

Sir,  the  arguments  advanced  against  the 
motion  serve  only  to  convince  me  of  its 
reasonableness.  For,  if  the  power  of  the 
Attorney^General  be  odious^  why  should  it 
be  continued?  This  alone  is  a  sufficient 
ground  for  its  abolition ;  or,  if  you  will 
not  abolish  it,  for  its  amendment ;  since 
the  Act  of  William  the  3rd,  is  itself  only 
an  amendment,  taking  from  the  master  of 
the  Crown-office  the  authority  which  is 
now  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Attorney 
General.  Had  our  ancestors  understood 
the  full  extent  and  meaning  of  the  latter 
clause,  I  do  not  believe  that  they  would 
have  left  the  af&ir  on  its  present  footing. 
Let  us  correct  their  oversight,  and  restore 
the  constitution  in  such  an  essential  article. 

Sir,  the  enquiry  seems  to  me  extremely 
necessary,  both  to  quiet  the  murmurs  of 
the  people,  and  to  prove  the  integrity  of 
the  judges  and  of  this  House.  I  am  con- 
vinced notliing  less  will  give  the  nation  sa- 
tisfaction. For,  let  any  man  consider  the 
words  that  have  fallen  from  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, who  sat  as  a  juryman  on  Almon's 
trial,  I  am  sure  they  are  sufficient  to  ex- 
cite horror  in  the  breast  of  any  feeling 
man,  and  to  render  the  people  outrageous. 
He  tells  you,  that  though  he  was  inclined 
to  think  the  culprit  innocent,  he  was  led 
by  the  law  of  the  judge  to  find  him  guilty. 
Are  not  these  quirks,  these  artifices  alarm- 
ing to  every  considerate  man  ?  do  thev 
not  call  loudly  for  an  enquiry  ?  Yes ;  and 
if  we  are  honest  men  we  will  enquire* 
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Mr.  ComvoaU  : 

Sir ;  having  heard  modi  of  this  if- 
ftir  in  conTersationg  and  read  8omeUii|| 
of  it  in  a  pamphlet  which  was  put  into  i^ 
hands  in  the  comitry,  I  was  resolved  tt 
bring  it  into  tlie  House  some  time  tbk 
session.  I  thought  this  a  proper  oppon^ 
nity.  I  propo^  it  therefore  as  tki 
ground-work  of  this  motion  vritboot  w 
views  of  obstructing  or  thwarting  it  1 
am  glad  to  hear  that  the  proposer  of  ti 
motion  intends  to  prosecute  this  a&L 
However  much  we  may  differ  in  the  mode^ 
he  may  be  assured  of  my  assbUuice. 

Mr.  Wallace  : 

Sir ;  an  hon.  friend  of  mine,  «hi 
proposed  to  modify  the  Attorney  GenenTi 
power  of  filing  official  infonnatioos,  san 
that  the  defendant  should,  as  in  cooTtf  i 
justice,  be  allowed  to  shew  cause  win  n 
infi>rmation  should  not  be  granted,  3d 
that  this  regulation  would  prove  of  ^r^ 
speakable  benefit ;  but  to  whom  wonid  : 
prove  of  unspeakable  benefit  ?  not  to  ±i 
nation,  but  to  libellers.  Tbis  prooeetijr^ 
would  only  be  giving  them  a  preriey 
warning  to  make  their  escape,  or  to  r- 
scond  from  justice.  No  libeller  co^ 
thus  be  punished.  They  would,  Ii^ 
Moore,  lurk  in  some  dark  retreat,  and  V.^ 
come  every  day  more  and  more  darine  < 
their  attacks  on  every  thing  sacred  .'J 
venerable.  Every  illiterate  fellow  m : ' 
live  at  the  expence  of  govern meot,  tr 
pouring  out  fioods  of  barbarism  and  acfr 
sense  on  the  abused  public  Nothr-^ 
would  sell  but  **  Whisperers,**  and  >jex 
execrable  trash.  The  morals,  as  weJ  u 
taste  of  the  people,  would  be  corrufNt^'- 
Tlie  press,  which  was  intended  for  if 
support  of  literature  no  less  than  of  librrr-, 
would  become  the  ruin  of  both.  For  ^jt- 
barism  and  slavery  will  in  this  rjf 
follow  close  on  one  another's  heek.  I-- 
berty,  tlierefore,  is.  more  interested  ir.  '^c 
support  of  this  power,  than  soraectat-- 
men  suspect.  Let  them  then  not  be  w 
precipitate  in  their  innovations.  The  *-- 
cussion  of  this  point  requires  mcrerri 
and  care  than  we  can  allow  at  the  pre*-  s 
juncture* 

Sir,  the  same  sentence  may  be  paf^ 
on  the  secondary  object  of  yourcoe^--^ 
ration,  the  enquiry  into  thecondocc  o*  i'» 
judges.  The  principal  reason  urged  b"  s 
learned  Serjeant,  in  order  to  mcve  c*  - 
this  enquiry,  is,  that  encroachments  ^r■ 
been  made  on  the  constitutionsl  power  •- 
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juries.  But  how  comes  he  to  be  on  this 
occasion  such  an  obstinate  stickler  for 
juries  ?  A  junr  ^ve  a  yerdict  at  Guildford 
agaiust  one  of  his  clients,  an  atrocious  and 
notorious  libeller.  What  did  this  learned, 
constitutional  seijeant  do?  did  he  ac- 
quiesce in  the  sentence  of  the  jury  ?  did 
he  how  the  knee  to  their  authority,  and 
submit  with  silent  respect  and  reveijence  I 
-No ;  this  bulwark  of  liberty  and  property, 
this  liberty  boy,  and  Bill  of  Rights  man, 
•et  their  authority  at  nought,  andappealed 
from  their  jurisdiction  to  that  of  the  very 
court  and  judges,  whom  he  would  arraign 
.  for  circumscribing  the  power  of  juries.  Is 
this  fair  ?  is  this  honourable  i  shall  the 
same  man,  who  would  induce  our  judges 
to  take  the  law  irom  juries  into  their  own 
bands,  be  the  very  first  to  condemn  that 
atep  ?  PeofJe  may  talk  of  uniformity  and 
consistency  of  conduct,  of  patriotism  and 
attachment  to  law  and  the  constitution: 
but,  I  am  mistaken  if  tliese  names  are 
atrictly.  applicable  to  this  behaviour.  At- 
tacks upon  individuals  I  abhor ;  and  it  is 
for  that  reason,  I  am  now  so  explicit. 
Crentlemen  feeling  themselves  as  vulnera- 
ble at  least  as  those  whom  they  arraign, 
will  be  more  cautious  in  impeaching 
otbers,  whom  they  confessedly  do  not 
'equal  in  abilities,  and  whom  they  certainly 
do  not  exceed  in  integrity.  With  such 
characters  the  law  of  retaliation  is  the  only 
expedient.  Tooth  for  tooth,  and  eye  for 
^e,  is  the  sole  plan,  which  can  put  such 
Mdducees,  or  rather  Pharisees,  to  silence. 

Mr.  Seijeant  Glynn : 

Sir ;  no  man  has  a  greater  venera- 
tion  for  juries  than  I  have.  They  are  our 
best  securities  against  the  oppression  of 
tbe  crown.  Were  it  not  for  them,  I  do 
not  believe  that  we  should  now  be  here 
discussing  their  rights.  Their  decision  in 
tbe  case  of  tbe  Seven  Bishops,  saved  the 
nation*  Entertaining  thb  opmion  of  their 
inportance,  I  shoula  ill  deserve  the  name 
of  a  friend  to  the  consUtutipn,  -if  I  myself 
encroach^  upon  their  powers,  and  ex- 
plained away  their  privileges.  But  I  dis- 
claim  such  inconsistency  of  conduct.  I 
never  invaded  the  rights  of  juries,  nor  at* 
tampled  to '  wrest  the  law  ^rom  them, 
where  their  jurisdiction  was  competent^ 
Tbe  case  to  which  the  hon.  gentleman  al- 
lodes,  ft  very  different  from  that,  whicli  I 
have  arraigned.  It  is  an  action  upon  the 
case,  an  action  which  depends  upon  a 
point  of  law,  and  which  was  not  therefore 
eognizable  by  the  jury  at  Guildford.  I 
[VOL.  XVI.] 


have  always  asserted,  that  a  jury  ought  to 
enter  into  the  whole  merits  of  the  case  be- 
fore them,  to  go  into  the  general  issue^ 
and  to  give  a  verdict  accordingly.     But  I 
have  never  insinuated,  that  when  a  diffi- 
culty in  law  arises,  they  are  the  proper 
judges.    No,  Sir,  I  have  always  held  the 
court  to  be  in  these  cases  the  dernier  re- 
sort, the  depositaries  and  expounders  of 
the  law.    Were  not  this  my  notion  of  the 
matter,  how  could  I  approve  of  special 
verdicts,  which  are  so  frequent  and  so 
constitutional  ?  They  are  only  an  appeal 
from  thC' jury  to  the  court,  or  rather  they 
are  an  acknowledgment  from  the   juiy^ 
that  they  deem  themselves  unoualified  fbr 
judeing  of  the  affiiir,  and  that  tney  leave  it 
to  the  doctors  of  the  law.    The  case  de- 
termined by  the  jury  at  Guildford,  was,  in 
my  apprehension,  of  a  similar  nature*    It 
was  involved  in  a  question  of  law,  which  if 
not  beyond  their  sphere,  seemed  to  me  not 
to  have   been  sufficiently  considered  by 
them.    Could  I  then  have  acted   more 
constitutionally,    than   by    advising    my 
client  to  undertake  the  only  regular  and 
legal  plan  of  defence,  which  remained  ? 
Let  us  even  suppose,  that  I  was  convinced 
this  step  tended  to  an  encroachment  oa 
the  province  of  juries,  yet  will  this  hon. 
gentleman  blame  my  conduct  as  an  advo- 
cate?  has  he  never  pleaded  against  his 
own   private  sentiments?    has  he  never 
'given  an  advice  in  Westminster-hall,  which 
he  would  not  give  in  this^  House  ?  when  I 
come  into  this  assembly,  I  lay  aside  the 
advocate,  and  assume  the  senator.    I  ad- 
vance nothing  but  my  real  opinions,  no- 
thing but  the  decisions  of  my  reason  and 
judgment,  nothing  but  what  my  head  dic- 
tates,   and    my  heart   approves.     And, 
since  I  am  provoked  to  it,  let  me  now  de- 
clare my  genuine  sentiments  on  the  state 
of  our  courts  of  justice.    They  are  not 
without  fiiults;  they  have  been  guilty  of 
nusdemeanors ;  and  there  is  real  and  just 
ground  for  the  proposed  enquiry.    Upon 
examination,  a  sohd  foundation  for  the 
present  complaints  will  appear.    I  stake 
my  credit  in  this  House,  upon  the  truth  of 
this  assertion.    Need  I  say  more  to  move 
you  to  the  enquiry?   when  the  primer 
time  comes,  I  engage  to  prove  what  I  Mm 
confidently  affirm. 

Mr.  Wallace ; 

Sir ;  it  is  not  material  to  me  what 
(he  opinion  of  the  learned  seijeant  may  be; 
since  it  is  my  own  fixed  and  deUberata 
opinion^  and  I  believoi  the  opinion  of  man« 
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kind  in  general,  that  the  adTice  of  a  man 
of  honour  and  honesty  ought  to  be  the 
same  in  Westminster-hall  and  in  this  House. 
I  do  not  understand  that  casuistry,  which 
establishes  one  system  of  morality  for  the 
observation  of  an  advocate,  and  another 
for  that  of  a  member  of  parliament.  Both 
should  hpYe  one  common  plan  of  ethics, 
and  that  is,  both  should  be  honest  men, 
and  not  fight,  like  Swiss,  on  either  side,  as 
interest  or  convenience  dictates.  A  man 
cannot  be  divided  from  himself;  he  cannot 
be  ao  honest  man  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  a  dishonest  man  in  West- 
minster-hall. The  character  of  duplicity 
and  insincerity  will  follow  him  as  a  soadow 
follows  the  body.  The  learned  Serjeant 
nay  reason  and  refine  upon  the  nature  of 
thd  trial  at  Guildford ;  he  may  tell  us  of 
9n  action  upon  the  case,  and  of  pointa  of 
law ;  he  may  split,  divide,  and  then  subdi- 
yide,  as  long  as  he  pleases ;  but  he  never 
will  persuade  me  that  the  jury  were  not  as 
proper  judges  of  Home's  case,  as  of  any  of 
the  cases  in  which  he  would  have  them  al- 
lowed to  go  into  the  general  issue^  and  to 
find  a  verdict  accordinaly.  The  point  of 
law  in  the  trial  at  Guildford  was  not  more 
intricate  and  obscure  than  the  point  of  law, 
which  has  produced  this  outcry  against  the 
judges.  If  the  serjeant  will  taSte  use  of 
that  learning,  of  wUch  he  is  possessed*  he 
will  find  mv  observation  to  be  just.  Not 
that  I  think  the  conduct  of  the  judges  to 
be  illegal.  The  legality  of  their  proceed- 
ings Ltake  to  be  perfectly  dear  and  evi- 
dent All  the  obscurity  is  on  the  other 
side ;  and  I  am  convinced  this  truth  will 
appear,  whenever  the  question  comes  to 
be  regularly  discussed  in  this  House* 

Mr.  Dunning  : 

Sir ;  I  only  rise  up  to  do  the  learn- 
ed Serjeant  that  Justice  which  he  forgot  to 
do  himself.  The  action  at  Guildford 
against  his  client,  was  not  only  for  a  libel, 
but  also  for  defamatory  words.  The  pro- 
secutor foresaw  that  he  could  not  be  coa- 
"victed  of  having  published  a  libel.  As  a 
succedaneum,  therefore,  as  a  reserve,  in 
case  he  should  be  hard  pushed  in  the  fight,* 
he  strengthened  his  line  of  attack  with 
those  auxiliary  words,  which  the  culprit 
had  been  charged  with  having  uttered  be- 
fore the  freeholders  of  Surry,  assembled 
for  tlie  purpose  of  instructing  their  repre- 
'sentatives.  As  had  been  suspected,  the 
jury  acquitted  the  learned  Serjeant's  client 
of  the  libel,  and  flMindbim  guilty  of  verbal 
slaodeir.    What,  theoa  can  be  more  differ* 


ent  than  the  two  cases  ?  Yet  the  letned 
counsellor  on  the  other  side  the  Hour, 
treats  them  as  if  they  were  the  nne, « if 
a  libel  and  verbal  slander  conveyed  the 
same  idea.  The  learned  seijeaot  app^^ 
bends,  that  the  occasion  on  which  tbe 
words  in  question  were  spoken,  gives  then 
a  l^;al  exemption  from  any  proiecotioD. 
He  imagines  that  constituents,  when  thej 
are  assembled  in  order  to  instruct  their  r^ 
presentatives,  or  to  exaoune  into  tbor 
conduct,  have  a  right  to  utter  thdr  leot^ 
ments  freely,  and  to  accuse,  ceDsure,  on* 
demn  or  approve,  whatever  part  of  thor 
behaviour  toey  think  proper.  Iftbejat 
not  allowed  this  privilege  without  sny  liBir 
or  apprehension,  how  can  the  paritj  of » 
presentation  be  preserved  ?  How  cas  the 
genandity  of  constituenta  know  whether 
their  deputy  has  a^ted  oodbrmabh  to 
their  intentioiis,  or  not,  if  freedoon  J  de- 
bate is  not  granted,  if  those  who  poKs 
and  can  oommunicate  the  best  iBCel%ooe, 
are  not  sdfered  to  oLplain  facts,  sndti 
draw  a  true  picture  of  the  penoa  onder 
thekr  consideration?  To  deny  this piiiv 
lege,  is  to  deny  the  right  of  lepreicalaiiei; 
becfliuse  it  can  upon  no  other  plsa  lean 
entire  and  undiminished*  The  last 
worthless  person  may,  after  betisjfiog  the 
nation  to  i^n  aibitrary  minister  er  ^nsni- 
cal  king,  be  pahned  upon  ^  oeopie  a 
the  best  of  delegates.  The  ^rmund  ig* 
naranoe  of  his  diacacter,  which  the  wr* 
diet  at  Guildford  tends  to  estaUiifa,  ^ 
often  be  attended  with  this  daBflerous  co- 
sequence.  Such,  I  apprehend  were  the 
motives,  which  induced  the  learned  K^ 
jeant  to  move  for  an  arrest  of  judgmett, 
and  to  bring  the  affiiir  before  the  coortu 
a  point  of  law,  not  competent  to  the  jam* 
diction  of  a  jury.  Say  what  you  wiH  el 
the  means,  you  must  allow  that  the  es^ 
was  good.  Every  scheme  that  has  s  tes* 
dency  to  improve  the  coBstitutioQ  in  »i^ 
an  essential  point  is  alwa^a  oaentorisfft 

Mr.  Rigby : 

Sir;^  the  learned  gsptkiMfl' 
the  long  robe  have  taken  up  so  much  tiae, 
and  so  great  a  share  of  this  dcbste;  a 
they  are  so  little  agreed  amongttthe» 
selves;  as  we  have  so  very  litde  eaoos" 
rag^nent  to  submit  our  opinions  to  their 
authority,  while  they  cannot  igne 
ainaagst  themselves ;  and  as,  shore  tSf 
their  profound  ledming  b  little  soiled  td 
the  capacity  of  us  ignorant  and  uaiesne^ 
men,  may  an  unlearned  man  be  pennide^ 
a  few  mwe^  whicb  nay  peihap^bebcfla 
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understood,  by  such  unlearned  men  as 

myself,  and  may  profit  more  than  all  the 

learning  we  have  so  long  patiently  sat  to 

hear,  without  finding  scarce  any  one  thing 

settled  i  And  it  is  only  to  obsenre  to  the 

House,  that  however  those  who  have  spoke 

on  this  subject,  have  every  one  differed  in 

their  ideas  upon  the  subject,  yet  th^  have 

all,*leamed  and  unlearned,  agreed  m  one 

point  of  law,  that  the  practice  of  the  At- 

torney-(jeneral*s  filing  infonnations  ex  ef^ 

fietOf  is  a  practice  immemorial,  founded 

both  in  the  kws  and  the  principles  of  the 

constitution.     Sb  that  whatever  may  be 

the  fate  of  this  curioua  pnipceal  notr  made, 

there  hath  this  good  e&ct  ariMn  from  the 

debate  which  ham  been  had  upon  it,  tfiat  it 

is  univeradly  allowed  (o  be  so.      We  ate 

DOW  going  to  a  queatM  of  what  may  be 

right  to  be  done  for  the  future ;  faiot  it 

must  be  for  ever  after  understood,  that  for 

all  times  past,  and  until  this  proposal  for 

new  modelling  this  fiower  of  tke  Attorney 

General  be  adopted  into  our  constitution, 

the  old  one  is  now  determined  to  be,  and  to 

stand,  nndenied  by  any  one  single  opmien,  a 

legal  fundamental  power,  of  unquestionable 

nuthori^^,  exercised  by  the  liLing'a  At- 

tomey-Ueneral,    in  aH  times   invariably 

without  dispute  or-  controversy. 

This  speiech,  which  wiA  infinite  art 
clinched  the  nail  that  had  been  driven  by 
every  speaker  on  the  side  of  the  court 
end  m  tbe  secret,  gave  so  proper  n  ckiae  to 
the  debate,  and  made  so  proper  an  im* 
pression,  that  the  cue  was  given,  and'  the 
question  was  immediately  called  for,  with 
nil  that  clamour  and  vociferation  which  k 
used  when  a  certain  body  desires  to  hove 
DO  more  heard.  When  the  Speaker  rose 
to  read  the  question, 

Mr.  PtrnnaU  desired  to  be  heard.  He 
begged  the  House  to  consider  how  preci- 
pitatdy  they  were  going  to  give  authority 
to  an  opinion  of  the  most  extensive  and 
dangerous  oon^quence,  if  they  now  went 
to  the  question  on  the  matter  proposed, 
without  even  sufiering  the  position  stated 
by  the  faon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  to 
be  disputed.  He  hath  said,  that  it  hath 
been  proved  to  be  a  truth,  that  the  At- 
torney-General's power  of  filmg  informa- 
tions ex**>ficitP9  is  a  legal,  fuMamental, 
eooatitutional  power,  exercised  in  the 
King's  court  invariable,  and  of  tine  im- 
memorial ;  and  that  this  truth  is,  on  all 
nides  thcf  House,  without  the  controver- 
tiod  of  on  cingle  opinion,  universsUy  and 
un^imously  admitted  and  subscribed  to. 
if  the  prssoat  daoMNir  should  pievail  wirti 


the  House,  to  go  to  the  question,  without 
permitting  eny  one  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  denying  it,  the  conduct  of  those  gentle* 
men  will  give  effect  to  what  is  not  fact, 
and  will  precipitate  the  House  into  giving 
an  Impression,  as  if  the  House  had  adopted^ 
collaterally,  an  opinion,  which  is  not  the 
fiict.    On  Uie  first  point,  Sir|  I  deny  that 
any  sudi  opinion  of  the  Attorney-Gene* 
ral's  power  is  universally  and  unanimously 
received  and  allowed  by  this  House.    i» 
Sir,  unlearned  as  I  may  be,  of  little  weight 
as  my  opinion  may  be,  do  insist  upon  it, 
lor  one,  that  I  deny  it.     And,  if  I  might 
hope  to  be  heard,  if  the  House  would  have 
one  moBsent's  patience,  and  indulge  m^ 
I  would  undertdbe  to  ^ow,  that  this  es^ 
erdseof  pasrer  in  the  Attomey-Generri, 
is  neither  legal  nor  constitutiooal,  is  nei- 
ther confisronble  to  the  common  law  of 
the  land,  nor  authorised  by  statute  law, 
except  in  some  special  case,  where  that- 
process  is  specially  for  suoh  case  directed. 
On  the  contrary,  our  law  knows  not  of, 
nor  acknowledges  any  other   node^   by 
which  a  criminid  can  be  put  upon  his  trial, 
but  that  of  indietmsnt  or  prMentment  of 
his  cenntfj.    The  very  mode  of  infbfssa- 
tion  is  a  process  in  the  civil  law,  and  bor- 
rowed from  the  practice  of  it.    This  usage 
of  fnforraatiott,  under  the  name  of  sugges- 
tions to  the  King,  and  such  Uke,  is  of  very 
ancient  use.    But  those  suggestions  were 
net  proceedings  in  the  King*s-be|ich,  nor 
in  the  law  courts.  They  were  proceedings 
before  the  king  and  hb  counal,  and  Were 
the  rise  and  origin  of  the  Star-chamber, 
as  appears  in  the  statutes  upon  year  table. 
I  mean  the  statutes  of  Edward  3.    Mr. 
Lombard,   in  hb   account   of  the  Star- 
chamber  and  its  proceedings,  cottimencea 
with  the  account  of  these  suggestions  to 
the  king — as   these  were  proceedingi  of 
the  king  and  council,  as  eomservaior  paeu. 
A  process  of  the  like  nature  was  admitted 
here,  as  was  directed  to  be  observed  by 
the  justices,  or  conservators  of  the  peace 
in  that  time.    But  it  can  never  be  proved, 
tbe  most  learned  of  the  long  robe  nave  not 
proved,  and  cannot  prove,  that  any  such 
proceeding  ever  was  admitted,  as  est»- 
blbhed  in  the  court  of  King's-bencb,tiil  lbs 
period  of  the  establbhaient  of  the  Stns- 
cbamber  in  Henry  the  Ttb's  time.     Since 
that  period  there  do  exist  some  precedents, 
but  prfor  to  that  period  they  cannot  pro- 
duce one.  [Here  some  gentlemen  in  kri^ 
fulMiettonied  wigs  shook  their  facnds ;  as 
much  as  to  say,  he  b  wrenw,  lotaBy  wrong, 
gase  fresh  npirit  to  tta  calleiafiBr  t£» 
•1 
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questjon,  and  the  clamour  began  again.] 
Mr,  Pownall,  however,  continued  by  say- 
ing, that  that  authoritative  shaking  of  the 
head  may  have  effect  where  those  wigs  are 
to  give  weight  to  judgment,  but  they  give 
no  force  nor  weight  to  argument,  u  I 
am  wrong  convict  me.  1  call  upon  you 
to  prove  the  contrary.  The  conviction  of 
nay  error  may  produce  truth.  I  challenge 
those  gentlemen  to  the  proof.  Until  the 
contrary  is  proved,  I  will  affirm,  that  this 
proceeding  oy  information  ex  officio  is  di- 
rectly contrary  to  our  constitution;  is  not 
known  to  our  common  law  ;  is  not  autho- 
rised by  our  statutes ;  is  at  best  an  usur- 
pation of  the  court  whenever  practised; 
crept  in  from  the  habit  of  exercising  it  ac- 
cording to  civil  law  proceedings  in  the 
Star-chamber;  and  when  that  cursed 
court  was  abolished,  was  left  as  a  bitter 
layer  of  it,  which  had  struck  its  poisonous 
*  root  in  the  King^s-bench. 

The  question  being  impatiently  and  da- 
morously  called  for,  was  carried  in  the  ne- 
gativoy  by  164  to  72. 

Deb  ATS   IN   THE    CoM/kfONS    OK    TRB 

Power  of  the  Attorney  General  to 
VILE  Inform  ATioNs  Ex-Officio.— From 
the  Gentleman*s  Magazine."]  November 
27.  The  Hon.  Constantine  Phipps  moved, 
*'  That  an  Act  made  in  the  4th  and  5th 
vears  of  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary, 
intituled,  *  An  Act  to  prevent  malicious 
Informations  in  the  Court  of  King^s-bench, 
and  for  the  more  easy  reversal  of  outlaw- 
ries in  the  same  court,'  might  be  read." 
And  the  same  being  read  accordingly,  he 
moved,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  facing  in 
a  Bill,  to  explain  and  amend,  and  render 
more  efieotual  the  said  Act:''  this  pro- 
duced a  debate  conceiving  the  power 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, to  file  informations  ex-offkio* 

The  Hon.  Constantine  Phipps  .* 

Sir ;  the  power  which  is  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  the  Attorney  General,  to  file 
informations  ex'tifficto^  is  scarce  less 
compatible  with  a  free  government,  than 
the  Star-chamber,  to  which  it  is  nearly  al- 
liedy  and  of  the  nature  of  which  it  par- 
takes. The  Attorney  General  is  remov- 
able from  his  office  at  pleasurej  and  his 
temptations  to  please  those  who  can  re- 
move him  are  very  great.  I  am  afraid, 
that  wherb  there  is  great  temptation  there 
will  always  be  little  virtue.  When  doty  to 
the  public  lies  in  one  scale,  and  very  con- 
^enble  pxjvate  emoluments  in  th^  ocher^ 


it  is  no  breach  of  general  charity  to  say, 
that  the  beam  will  turn  in  favour  of  inte*' 
rest  against  virtue.  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral is  a  man,  and  if  we  do  not  expect  him 
to  be  more,  we  should  never  trust  hin 
with  a  power,  which,  when  bis  ialemt 
out-weighs  his  duty,  will  be  employed  for 
the  most  dangerous,  the  most  aUnning 
purposes.  When  a  minister  shall  caoh 
mand,  he  roust  either  put  a  fellow*  subject 
to  a  most  enormous  expence,  whether  in- 
nocent or  guilty ;  or  he  must  give  up  all 
hope  of  a  pension  'of  S,000i.  a  year,  afl 
hope  of  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  m  £yK| 
and  bid  the  Ktng's-bench  and  the  Che» 
oellorship  adieu  for  ever.  The  very  exii* 
tenoe  of  this  power,  in  any  office,  is  a 
badge  of  slavery  upon  the  people.  The 
definition  of  a  fireeman,  in  the  b^  writeis 
upon  the  subject,  is  -a  man  subject  ody  tt 
known  and  mvariable  laws;  and  1^  this 
definition,  no  man  in  Eneknd  is  fre^ 
while  the  Attorney  General,  or  rather  the 
ministry,  for  the  time  being,  however  «• 
bitrary,  oppressive,  and  corrupt,  has  a 
power  of  filing  informations.  It  is  tras^ 
mdeed,  that  an  information  is  never  filei 
by  an  Attorney  Greneral,  but  as  the  oaia* 
meocement  of  a  prosecution  for  an  inia- 
mous,  a  seditious,  'Or  a  treasonable  libel, 
and  that  the  publication  of  such  libels  is  a 
breach  of  a  knbwn  and  invariable  lav; 
but  then  it  must  be  remembered,  that  the 
Attorney  Greneral  is  at  liberty  to  give  ihii 
name  to  whatever  paper  he  pleaaea.  He 
may,  if  he  pleases,  call  the  demoiistiatiiia 
of  a  mathematical  problem,  an  infiuaeu^ 
seditious,  and  treasonable  libel,  and  wbea 
he  has  branded  it  with  this  name,  be  Bssy 
file  an  information,  and  commence  a  pis- 
secution,  without  hearing  any  evidenoe,«r 
admitting  any  defence.  •  The  philosopbsr 
indeed,  would,  in  the  course  oif  the  tfisl, 
be  able  to  justify  his  conduct,  and  the  Al^ 
tomey  General'  might  well  despair  of  sao- 
ceas ;  but  in  either  of  these  caees,  he 
might  enter  a  noli  proeequi^  and  the  poor 
persecuted  subject  may  be  ruined  by  the 
expence.  I  remember,  when  I  waaabefi 
to  have  read  in  IEj^^%  Fables,  that  die 
lion  issued  out  his  royal  prockuiuttion,  for- 
bidding every  beast  that  had  a  horn  ta  ap- 
pear within  a  certain  distance  of  the  oaart, 
upon  pain  of  death ;  a  fox,  who  was  wilUa 
thefiital  circle,  was  met,  running  away  vith 
great  precipitation,  by  a  dog:  Where aie 
you  running?  said  the  dog.  Wl^,iaiii 
Uie  fox,  haire  you  not  heard  the  proiaMna- 
tion?    Yea,  replied  the  dog,  butwhatii 

that  to  yoii  i    Do  jroa  oot  a^  thia  «a 
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ipon  my  forehead  i  cried  the  fox.     Yes, 
aid  the  dog»  but  that  is  not  a  horn.  True, 
aid  reynard,  but  if  the  king,  or  his  at- 
orney    general,   should    call   it  a  horn, 
i  4ill  cost   me  my   head.     A    geome- 
rical  demonstration  is  not  a  libel,  but  if 
my  minister,  with  the  savage  cruelty  of 
be  lion,  or  any  Attorney  General,  with 
lie  supplexraft  of  a  jackall,  should  call  it 
I  libel,  the  writer  may  be  undone.     And 
bus  at  present,  the  liberty  and  property, 
md,  consequently,  the  comforts  of  life,  t>f 
ibe  honest  subjects  of  Great-Britain,  are 
It  the  mercy  oa  a  .minister  or  an  Attor- 
ney General ;  or  a  minister,  or  Attorney 
General's  pimp  or  footman.    I  beg,  bow- 
Bf  er,  that  I  may  not  be  supposed  to  insi- 
buate,  that  any  such  abuse  of  power  has 
hfeppeoed  in  our  days:  my  motioD  does 
not  ariae  from  any  resentment  of  oppres- 
sion actually  sudEfered,  but  is  levelled  wnoUy 
agaiDst  the  existence  of  a  power  that  may 
M  thus  abused  to  oppress.    I  expect  to  be 
laid,  that  this  discretionary  power  of  the 
Altomey  General  has  the  sanction  of  the 
common  law,  and  this  1  am  not  disposed 
to  controvert :  but  it  does  not  follow,  that 
because  it  has  the  sanction  of  the  common 
kir,  it  ia  constitutional.    The  spirit  of  our 
constitution  is  iVeedom;  She  security  of 
•Ae  subject,  from  every  arbitrary  and  dis- 
CMtional  power,  in  the  dinKNsai  of  their 
persona   and  properties,     it  will  not  be 
|iretendedy    that   immemorial  custom  is 
<nore  sacred    than   an    express   statute^ 
eoacted  upon  mature  deliberation  by  the 
three  estates  of  the  kingdom.    We  find 
sitatutes  ineffectual  or  pernicious,  and  we 
npeal  them  t  is  custom,  then,  to  be  set  up 
-u  a  deity,  exempt  at  once  from  error  and 
controul  i      Why  may  we   not  alter  or 
librqgate  a  custom  as  well  as  a  statute  ? 
.Shall   we   erect    mounds    and  bulwarks 
»«gainst   the   encroachments  o^  tyranny, 
vkefore  every   other  part  of  our.constitu* 
iion,  and  kiave it  open  here?    But|  per-^ 
Ittpt,  1  may  be  asked,  why  lall  this  zeal 
tn  defence,  when  there  is  no  danger  of  an 
•.ittick?    Why  take  a  power  which   the 
worst  ministers   have   been   suffered   to 
possess,  from  the  best  i    Why  destroy  it, 
just  when  there  is  no  reason  to  fear  that  it 
ihonld  be  abused?    1  answer,  that  the 
time  when  there  is  no  intention  to  abuse 
1^  is  the  very  time  when  we  should  at- 
tempt its  destruction,  b^ause,  then  only, 
there  is  a  probability  of  success.     The 
power  will  readily  be  given  up  by  those 
who  do  not  wiah  to  avail  themselvea  of 
^  vus^UfTOUS  puiposeo  to  irhiob  it  majr 


be  applied ;  for  a  minister  himself,  if  his 
intentions  are  upright,  will  have  an  inte- 
rest in  its  destruction,  in  common  with  his 
fellow  subjects. 

Sir,  wisdom  and  public  Spirit  are  not 
the  usual  concomitants  of  ministerial 
power :  and  many  ages  may  lapse  before 
we  have  such  an  administration  as  the  pre- 
sent, and  1  would  improve  the  opportunity 
with  more  zeal,, as  it  is  less  likely  to  re- 
turn. That  the  power  in  question  has 
been  abused  in  times  past,  I  think  nobody 
will  deny*  I  shall  mention  two  or  three 
instances,  which  have  happened  since  the 
time  of  Edward  3,  for  1  nnd  no  memorial 
of  the  existence  of  this  power  earlier. 
The  first  is  of  a  poor  bookseller,  who, 
though  in  a  state  of  insanity,  was  fined 
lOO/*  because  his  servant  had  published 
what  was  called  a  libel,  without  his  privity 
or  consent*  The  secoVid  was  of  so  flagi- 
tious a  nature,  that  it  brought  the  Attor- 
ney General  to  the  bar  of  this  House,  for 
an  improper  exercise  of  his  authority : 
this  omcer  had  no  means  of  exculpating 
himself,  but  by  proving  that  he  received 
the  information,  which  had  been  filed  in 
bis  name,  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  li- 
terally as  it  stood,  and  that  he  was  only  a 
passive  instrument  in  the  hands  of  others. 
The  instances  of  abuse  of  this  power, 
during  the  reign  of  the  Stuarts,  are  too  nu- 
merous to  specify,  and  too  well  known  to 
render  a  specification  necessary*  But  I 
have  now  m  my  pocket,  the  affidavit  of  a 
man,  purporting,  that  he  was  prosecuted 
by  the  contrivance  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, for  a  paper  called  a  libel,  which  his 
servants  inserted  in  a  newspaper  when  he 
was  sick  in  bed.  What  farther  evidence 
can  be  required,  that  this  power  ought  to 
be  trusted  in  the  hands  of  a  ministry  no 
longer  ?  Men  have  been  bad,  and  conse- 
quently may  be  bad  again :  and  I  know 
nothing  so  hkely  to  make  a  man  bad,  as 
the  entrusting  him  with  unlimited  power : 
power  will  miake  wisdom  capricious,  and 
numanity  cruel ;  let  us  then,  for  the  sake 
of  all  parties,  as  well  of  those  that  govern, 
as  of  those  that  are  governed,  remove  this 
*'  accursed  thing"  from  among  us,  that 
our  prosperity  and  happiness  may  be  per« 
manent  and  secure. 

Mr.  Welbore  EUU  : 

Sir ;  if  it  was  not  for  regret  at  the 
waste  of  that  time,  which  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed for  more  important  purposes,  it 
would  be  amusing  to  hear  the  eztrava- 
gsot  declamations  of  some  gentlemen  in. 
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this  House.  I  can  but  smile  at  the  gob* 
litis  and  fieods  which  they  conjure  up  to 
betray  us  into  real  dangers,  by  terrify- 
ing us  into  confused  and  absurd  efforts 
to  avoid  those  that  are  imaginary :  goblins 
and  fiends  may  always  be  resolved  into 
clouds  and  shadows;  and  always  vanish 
the  moment  they  are  approached  to  exa- 
mination. Is  it  not  pleasant,  to  hear  gen- 
tlemen declare,  that  they  themselves,  and 
every  other  subject  of  Great  Britain,  are 
in  a  state  of  slavery,  because  the  Attorney 
General  continues  in  possession  of  a  power, 
that  has  always  been  appendant  to  his  of- 
fice? Much  has  been  said  to  shew,  that 
this  power  is  liable  to  abuse,  but  if  thb  is 
a  reason  for  abolishing  it,  all  power  should 
be  abolished,  for  all  power  is  liable  to 
abuse.  We  have  been  told,  indeed,  that 
the  power  of  the  Attorney  General  ex- 
tends not  only  to  the  punishment  of  of- 
fences, but  to  the  making  of  them ;  and  it 
has  been  insinuated,  that  no  man  knows 
when  he  incurs  pains  and  penalties,  because 
no  man  can  guess  what  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral will  call  a  libel,  for  which  pains  and 
penalties  are  inflicted:  but  I  snould  be 
glad,  that  gentleman  would  give  us  a  sin- 
gle instance  of  an  information  filed  by  the 
Attorney  General,  against  the  author  or 
publisher  of  a  paper  as  a  libel,  when  there 
was  no  colonr  for  the  charge.  It  has  been 
said,  indeed,  that  printers  have  been  pu- 
nished for  the  actions  of  servants,  to  which 
they  were  not  privy  ;  but  what  has  this  to 
do  with  the  Attorney's  construction  of  a 
paper  published  by  the  servant?  I  be- 
lieve it  is  generally  allowed,  that  the  pa- 
]>er  which  was  the  subject  of  the  informa- 
tion, even  in  the  case  alluded  to,  was  by  no 
nieiins  miscalled  :  and  even  supposing  that 
to  happen,  of  which  no  instance  has  yet 
been  given,  the  injured  subject  is  not  with- 
out remedy.  The  hon.  gentleman  has 
cited  a  case,  which,  by  the  general  terms 
in  which  he  has  mentioned  it,  he  seems  to 
have  "  seen  through  a  glass  darkly,"  in 
which  an  Attorney  General  was  brought 
before  this  House,  for  an  improper  exer- 
cise of  his  authority.  If  an  Attorney  Gre- 
neral's  conduct  is  cognizable  by  this 
House,  and  under  its  controul,  there  is  no 
great  reason  to  fear,  that  his  power  will 
become  an  instri^ment  in  the  hand  of  go- 
vernment, for  the  oppression  of  the  peo- 
ple- It  has  every  check,  which,  by  the 
nature  of  our  constitution,  it  can  have,  and 
those  who  would  new  model  the  constitu- 
tion, upon  pretence  that  the  different  es- 
sential parts  of  it  have  changed  their  Ma- 


ture, should  speak  out,  and,  instead  of 
pretending  to  support  oar  cofntitution, 
declare  their  intention  to  subvert  it 
Those  who  pretend  that  oar  c:oDStitauo!i 
is  impaired,  and  that  the  body  polkicii 
sick,  act  a  ridiculous  part  of  toe  Mda^ 
Imaginaire:  I  will  not  say  ridiculous  oelj, 
but  dangerous;  they  are  doing  as  moch 
mischief  by  their  motions,  tfieir  bilk,  ssd 
their^es(^utions,in  tme  cascyas  wasdonebr 
pills,  boluses,  and  electuaries  in  the  other* 
We  have,  ever  since  the  last  f  stnblishroat 
of  our  civil  and  religioos  rigbtabj  the  R6 
volution,  been  a  free  and  a  happj  p^op^; 
and  but  for  daring  empirics,  wUboot  l» 
nour  and  without  skill,  who  wovid  poiioa 
the  patient  to  fill  thdr  own  p«duto.  «c 
shall  be  a  free  and  a  happT  people  ^ 
The  hon.  gentkaaan  was  plettsed  tonp* 
pose,  he  should  be  asked  why  an  sttsck 
was  made  upon  this  andeot  power  of  the 
Attorney  General  at  this  time,  and  totbi 
question  he  has  thought  fit  to  give  as  ib- 
swer,  which,  iftaken  literally,  does  honos: 
to  the  present  adrainistiatioB,  and  if  rros- 
cdly,  IS  nothing  to  the  purpose:  IshiL 
give  an  answer  of  another  kind :  the  a- 
tack  upon  the  power  of  the  Attoniej  Gf- 
neral,  is  made  from  the  same  motive  the 
urges  a  thief  to  bom  the  gallows:  thr 
powers  of  the  law  are  (bmidable,  in  pro- 
portion as  its  rules  are viokted:  the  pertt 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  has  thought  k 
to  espotise,  is  obnoxious  to  punidraieot  br 
this  power,  beyond  all  cxam^ ;  aad  it  i 
therefore  no  wonder  that  they  shoaM  «^ 
it  might  beAestroyed.  The  hmpooos  mA 
libels  of  former  times,  were  complineat 
and  panegyric,  in  compartsoo  wUh  those  d 
our  own.  Every  thing  venerable  aod  »- 
cred,  every  ^ing  amuble  and  geod,  it 
now  the  object  of  scurrility  and  sthn^- 
A  banditti  of  ruffians  in  vizors  have  foc 
possession  of  the  press ;  and  eveiy  rtp^ 
tation,  whose  splendor  throws  their  ov:: 
infamy  into  a  darker  shade,  is  assassin^ 
with  a  brutal  fury,  that  would  disgraoeifee 
Mohawks  of  America.  Youth  is  not  nfe 
in  its  innocence,  nor  beauty  in  its  dia 
to  protection  :  wisdom  is  no  secuntr  ^ 
age,  nor  a  public  service  to  the  vet0« 
soldier:  from  the  rage  of  these  wone  the 

cut-throats,  there  is  no  asylum,  hot  tiie 
club  at  Appleby's,  or  the  ftiast^ 
Orange's  Head :  the  assembly  for  isp- 
port  of  the  Bfll  if  Rights,  is  the  oolj  Ci- 
tholic  church,  bejrond  the  pale  of  «^ 
there  is  no  salvalion ;  ril  without  Sfeh^ 
reties,  interdicted;  excoanaunicaBs^ 
damned:  all  aenathema  aniiiiiwrt* 
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Sir,  will  any  gentleman  stand  forth  and 
ieny  this  charge  ?  If  the  most  inveterate 
irejudice  must  acknowledge  that  it  is  true ; 
8  any  dlao  candid,  is  any  man  honest,  who 
(dvises  this  House  to  annul,  or  even 
(bridge  that  authority,  which  is  the  chief, 
f  not  the  only  effectual  check,  that  the 
;oDStitution  has  provided  against  the 
ibuse?  Shall  we  remit  our  guard,  and 
ipeo  our  doors  to  these  wretches,  whose 
ips  are  an  open  sepulchre,  who  go  about 
eeking  whom  they  may  devour.  I  say 
leTour,  for  they  live  upon  you,  they  live 
ipon  me,  they  hve  upon  every  man,  whose 
minence  or  merit  will  enable  them  to  con* 
ert  abuse  into  a  dir>ner.  Surely,  every 
lan  who  has  any  reputation  to  save,  every 
nan  who  baa  anv  regard  to  truth  or  jus- 
ice,  will,  instead  of  removing  any  of  the 
reseat  works  of  defence,  strengthen  them 
ith  new  bulwarks*  and  keep  these' bar- 
Bfians  at  a  diatance. 

Sir ;  if  every  thing  that  has  been  abus- 
1,  and  that  naay  be  abused,  is  to  be  abo* 
ibed,  let  us  immediately  put  an  end  to 
ial  by  juries,  to  the  liberty  of  the  preaa, 
id  not  to  atop  short  in  our  career,  to  the 
hrifttian  reli|^ioD,  for  I  know  nothing  that 
as  been  more  abused,  except  the  liberty 
r  making  motions,  and  proposing  bills  for 
le  amendment  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Cornwall : 

Sir  ^  from  the  representation,  which 
ime  eeotleaien,  in  the  abundance  of  their 
»il,  nave  been  pleased  to  make  of  our 
institution,  it  might  naturally  be  supposed 
>  be  in  the  state  of  a  craay  old  building 
bich  just  hansB  together,  but  which, 
M>n  removing  Uie  highest  part,  either  to 
pair  or  ioaprove  it,  would  immediately 
11  into  ruins*  I  must  confess,  that'  I  do 
^t  think  of  our  constitution  with  the 
me  superstitipus  reverence  that  the  Jews 
1  of  taeir  Sabbath :  I  think  the  consti- 
Lion  was  made  for  man,  aftd  not  man  for 
i  constitution.  1  am  far  from  thinking. 
It  no  ait€»«tion  should  be  made  in  it  till 
^are  pressed  by  immediate  necessity :  the 
la  that  we  foresee,  may  and  should  be 
evented ;  to  remedy  them  when  they  hap- 
fi,  will  «:ectainly  be  much  more  difficult, 
1  may  bo  altogether  in^possible:  that 
aething  should  be  done,  I  think  the 
y  murmurs  that  I  hear  in  every  corner 
the  kingdom,  demooatrate  s  I  hear  that 
iea  have  b^en  vilified  from  the  Bench, 
i  represented  as  unworthy  of  their  trust: 
t  they  have  been  taught  to  pay  no  re* 
d  to  |h^  quality  gr  fortune  of  the  par- 


ties  in  assessing  damages,  and  to  make  no 
^greater  reparation  to  the  first  peer  of  the 
realm,  than  to  the  meanest  peasant;  I 
hear  that  a  juryman  was  rejected  without 
any  challenge  from  the  parties,  who  are 
alone  invested  with  that  right  by  the  law  :. 
1  hear  that  a  judge  has  made  it  a  kind  of 
a  maxim,  to  inform  the  jury,  that  they  are 
judges  of  fact  only,  and  not  of  law ;  and 
that  they  were  not  to  concern  themselves 
with  the  intention  of  the  agent,  but  simply 
with  the  overt  act :  yet  the  overt  act  is 
criminal  or  innocent  only,  in  consequence 
of  the  intention,  as  appears  manifestly  in 
the  case  of  manslaughter.  As  in  the  case 
of  manslaughter,  the  jury  is  to  take  the  in- 
tention into  the  account,  why  not  in 
every  other  case  that  comes  before  them  i 
I  hear,  also,  that  a  bookseller  has,  by  the 
management  of  a  Judge,  been  found  guilty,, 
not  for  the  act  of  his  servant,  but  for  an 
act  not  proved  upon  his  servant.  Need  I 
say  any  more  to  excite  this  House  to  an 
en<}uiry  into  the  power,  the  exercise  of 
which  has  brought  on  these  mischiefs. 
You  are  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation, 
and  1  would  fain  rouse  you  to  discharge 
your  duty.  I  apeak  not  n-om  prejudice  or 
pique,  but  from  my  judgment  and  my 
oeart :  and  1  conjure  you  as  you  value  our 
laws  and  liberties ;  as  you  reeard  at  once 
your  own  interest,  and  your  duty  to  your 
constituents,  that  you  would  undertake 
the  important  task  without  delay. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  De  Grey : 

Sir ;  I  do  not  rise  up  to  oppose  the 
abridgment  of  my  power ;  but  to  justify 
mys^  in  the  exercise  of  it.  Every  act  of 
government  is  in  its  own  nature  unpleasiog ; 
it  controuls  the  will  of  individuals,  it  re- 
strains natural  liberty,  and  it  inflicts  pji- 
nishment :  the  benefit  is  general  and  re- 
mote, the  evil  is  particular  and  immediate ; 
whoever  is  entrusted  by  government  with 
any  part  of  its  power,  will  therefore  ne- 
cessarily incur  reproach  by  the  exercise 
of  it,  and  as  I  am  by  no  means  indifferent, 
with  respect  to  the  opinions  or  reports  of 
others,  I  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  very 
tenacious  of  a  power  which  I  can  never 
use,  however  honestly,  but  at  the  expence 
of  my  reputation. 

But  before  I  attempt  a  defence  of  my- 
self in  the  exercise  or  the  power  in  ques- 
tion, I  shall  hazard  a  few  words  in  defenc^ 
of  the  power  itself.  It  has  been  called  un* 
constitutional,  but  I  think  with  more  zeal 
than  knowledge ;  for  as  the  hon.  gentle- 
man seems  to  acknowledge,  it  makes  a 
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part  of  the  common  lav,  which  is  as  an- 
cient as  the  monarchy,  and  forms  the  very 
basis  of  our  popular  liberty.  It  has  re- 
ceived, also,  the  sanction  of  the  statute 
law,  as  appears  by  the  Act  which  has  been 
now  read,  and  in  what  sense  it  can  be  call- 
ed unconstitutional,  I  roust  confer  I  am 
not  able  to  conceive.  But  'the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, who  made  the  motion,  wishes  to 
mend  the  constitution  :  is  it  likely  to  be 
mended  by  substituting  his  imaginations 
for  the  experience  of  successive  ages?  He 
says,  th^t  when  statutes  have  been  found 
ineffectual  and  pernicious,  they  have  been 
repealed ;  and  insinuates,  that  a  custom  is 
not  more  sacred  than  a  statute ;  but  can 
he  give  us  an  instance  in  which  a  statute 
was  repealed,  or  a  custom  abolished,  when 
nothing  more  appeared  against  them  than 
general  clamour,  and  unsupported  decla- 
mations ?  it  has  been  said,  that  a  House 
divided  against  itself  cannot  stand,  a  prin- 
ciple upon  which  it  will  appear,  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  is  attempting  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  House.  J  have,  at  this  mo- 
ment, prosecutions  in  hand,  which  were 
undertaken  at  the  request  of  this  House, 
and  the  House  is  now  urged  to  annihilate 
the  very  power  they  have  employed.  But 
the  Attorney  Greneral  has  been  represent* 
ed  as  exercising  the  most  oppressive  des- 
potism, subject  to  no  controul,  and  liable 
to  no  account ;  but  where  can  gentlemen 
have  lived,  or  with  what  books  or  people 
have  they  conversed,  who  do  not  know 
that  the  Attorney  General,  like  everv  other 
crown  officer,  is  responsible  for  his  con- 
duct, and  if  he  acts  contrary  to  law  is 
amenable  to  justice.  1  blush  for  these 
gentlemen,  when  I  inform  them,  that  in 
cases  of  official  information,  the  Attorney 
General  represents  the  grand  jury,  and 
that  whatever  prosecution  he  undertakes, 
he  undertakes  at  his  peril.  Let  roe  assure 
them,  that  he  is  not  the  monster  that  he 
has  been  represented ;  he  cannot  trample 
upon  the  constitution,  nor  set  his  foot 
upon  the  neck  of  liberty ;  he  can  devour 
neither  the  law  nor  the  press :  nay,  that 
which  is  his'  proper  prey  sets  him  at 
naught :  a  libel  stares  him  in  the  face  with 
a  sneer  of  de6ance.  In  the  character  of 
this  monster  I  feel  my  own  impotence,  and 
to  drop  the  figure,  have  scarce  been  able 
to  brin^  one  offender,  however  flagitious, 
to  justice.  I  have  neither  been  able  to 
preserve  the  most  sacred  characters  from 
the  most  outrageous  abuse,  nor  to  procure 
the  least  compensation  for  the  injury :  my 
power  cannot  punish  the   guilty;   hovr^ 


then,  can  it  be  dangerous  to  the  inDocent: 
If  it  is  not  now  adequate  to  its  purpose, 
upon  what  pretence  can  it  be  made  les : 
Whatever  it  be,  let  me,  upon  this  oca- 
sion,  declare,  that  I  have  applied  it  vkii 
my  best  abilities  to  the  doing  of  jtmice 
between  the  subject  and  the  crown-,  and 
I  have  the  satisfaction  to  perceive,  tl^cA 
charge  has  been  brought  against  nx, 
though- there  is  no  want  of  good  wSl  k 
the  work:  I  have  several  geotlemen ia 
my  eye  who  would  not  have  spared  me,  if 
any  malversation  could  have  been  hid  k 
my  charge,  with  a  reasonable  prospects 
supporting  it.  I  may  therefore  fairijicfc? 
from  no  such  charge  having  beenbroogk, 
that  there  is  no  colour  to  brmg  it 

But  the  hon.  gentleman  has  an  d&im 
in  his  pocket,  purporting,  that  by  the  ct»* 
trivance  of  an  Attorney  General,  a  prnts 
has  been  prosecuted  for  an  article  rnxfA 
in  his  newspaper  by  a  servant,*  when  k 
was  sick  in  bed :  but  supposing  the  &c:u 
be  as  it  is  represented,  and  supposiDgd;)! 
the  prosecution  was,  for  that  reason^  Li- 
grounded,  it  does  not  follow  thattberew 
any  iniquitous  contrivance  of  the  Attornej 
General :  many  bills  oi  indictmeoc  ire 
found  every  sessions  acainst  persons,  vii:», 
upon  further  examination  oftheafiiir.!> 
pear  to  be  innocent ;  but  was  the  prw- 
cution  of  such  persons  ever  charged  to  ib 
contrivance  of  a  grand  Jury  ?  The  fact  li- 
ledged  in  the  affidavit  did  not  appear  vha 
the  prosecution  was  commenced,  and  ue 
affidavit  reached  the  Attorney  Genenltoi 
late.  I  will  not,  however,  say,  tbktifi 
had  reached  him  earlier,  it  would  bf» 
quashed  the  proceedings,  neither  vSl  I 
affirm,  that  it  would  not  have  product^' 
noii  proseoui ;  the  affiiir  is  still  io  f2r 
pence,  ana  I  pledge  my  word  that,  a.<  is 
as  it  lies  upon  me,  it  shall  proceed  aceoni- 
ing  to  law.  This  case  shall  be  ma^*^ 
with  (he  same  reverence  for  the  coo«iit<i> 
tron  that  has  directed  other  trials:  otli? 
trials  indeed  have  been  called  in  qoestiat. 
but  in  my  opinion  very  improperlr,  ^ 
cause  the  point  is  not  before  the  HotfB. 
Much  has  been  said  about  the  ianoce^ 
of  acts  abstracted  iVoiu  evil  intendoifi;  Q 

1 

answer  to  which  I  shall  only  observe,  b» 
laws  do  not  enquire  whether  acts  m^ 
guilt  in  the.  i«ent,  but  whether  thej  pro- 
duce mischief  to  others.  With  Uie  mof)' 
litT  of  an  act  judges  and  juries  have  t^ 
thing  to  do;  it  is  the  tendency  v^ 
gives  them  cognizance  of  it.  An  ^ 
which  the  law  has  determined  tobe  p0^ 
dous  is  piinishedi  that  it  may  not  Ix^ 
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eated)  the  agent  very  often  i$  not  only 
inocent  but  meritorious  in  Jbro  conscien^ 
{Bt  «s  in  cases  of  treason,  where  a  man 
isks  his  life  and  fortune  in  what,  by  the 
listake  of  an  erroneous  conscience,  he 
nagines  to  be  a  good  cause.  It  will  scarce 
9  affirmed,  that  the  publication  of  libels 
lould  be  permitted ;  and  it  will,  upon  a 
loment's  recollection  be  seen,  that  the 
iblication  of  libels  can  never  be  prevent- 
\,  but  by  punishing  the  ostensible  pub- 
>her,  let  his  instrument  or  his  intention 
i  who  or  what  they  will.  I  have  heard 
le  case  of  homicide  mentioned,  to  shew, 
lat  the  intention  must  b^  taken  into  con- 
deration,  in  order  to  determine  whethef 
le  fact  should  or  should  not  be  panished, 
1(1  that  intention  alone  makes  tnte  differ- 
tce ;  but  this  is  a  silly  fallacy  which  will 
try  easily  be  exposed.  The  fact  for 
hich  tbe^aw  inflicts  punishment  is  not 
ere  homicide  but  murder ;  and  the  law 
inishes  murder,  because  it  is  the  only 
secies  of  homicide  that  punishment  can 
'event ;  not  because  it  is  the  only  species 
hich  implies  moral  guilt  in  the  agent.  If 
man  wilfally,  and  with  a  premeditated 
^ign,  kills  another  to  prevent  his  broach- 
g  a  damnable  heresy,  he  may  not  only 
,'  blameless  but  meritetious,  with  respect 
God  and  his  conscience,  but  he  onght 
be  punished  by  civil  government,  that 
en  may  not  be  killed  upon  the  same  idle 
etence  for  the  future.  The  killing  the 
ike  of  Buckingham  by  Felton,  and 
enry  the  4th  by  Ravaillac,  were  probably 
.^ritorious  actions,  in  a  moral  sense,  as 
e  assassins  fulfilled  the  dictate  of  con- 
fence,  however  erroneous,  at  the  risk 
life ;  yet  I  suppose  no  gentleman  pre- 
it  will  pretend,  that  for  this  reason, 
Iton  andT  Ravaillac  ought  not  to  have 
&n  put  to  death.  Men  are  to  be  saved 
m  the  pen  of  libellers*  as  well  as  from 
i  knives  of  Feltons  and  Ravaillacs^  and" 
^refore  the  ostensible  publisher  is  to  be 
nished  as  well  as  the  murderer,  however 
locent,  or  even  laudable  he  may  be,  as 
noral  agent. 

Sir,  much  has  ako  been  said  to  shew 
tt  juries  ought  to  judge  of  law  as  well 
fact ;  but  surely  it  would  be  a  strange 
titution,  that  required  a  man  to  judge 
mt  what  it  is  impossible  he  should  know. 
s^hoemakers,  bakers,  and  taylors  are 
ges  of  the  law,  why  should  money  be 
3ted  in  fees  to  counsel,  or  why,  indeed, 
>uld  there  be  any  such  thing  as  a  lawyer 
profession  among  us.  Away  with  your 
es,  your  fTonfancDtdrieSy  your  reports : 


away  with  all  rules  by  which  that  which  is 
determined  to  be  law  to-day,  will  be  de- 
termined to  be  law  to-morrow;  let  the 
opinion  of  twelve  shop-keepers  or  mecha- 
nicsj  be  the  law  of  the  hour,  and  let  us  lie 
at  the  caprice  or  folly,  not  of  one  tyrant, 
Whose^  will  may  possibly  be  guessed  from 
experience  of  his  temper  and  disposition, 
but  of  half  a  million,  erected  into  exposi- 
tors of  the  law  by  turns,  concerning  whose 
determinations  nothing  can  be  known,  n  o« 
thinc^  can  be  guessed,  H^Ppy  ^^^^^  ^^ 
public  liberty  !  who  can  but  love  and  re- 
verence the  patriots  that  are  incessantly, 
labourmg  to  bring  it  about? 

Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn  agreed  with  his  hon, 
friend  who  spoke  last  but  one,  that  reports 
injurious  to  our  courts  of  justice  had  gone 
abroad,  and  spread  not  only  over  the  me-^ 
tropolis,  but  the  kingdom,  and  observed, 
that  they  had  not  only  been  propagated 
in  conversation,  in  papers,  and  in  pamph- 
lets, but  had  found  their  way  into  the 
Remonstrances  addressed  to  the  throne ; 
it  is  therefore,  said  he,  absurd  to  alledge, 
that  they  are  but  idle  and  groundless  ru» 
mours,  which  being  lightly  taken  up,  will 
be  lightly  laid  down,  and,  consequently, 
are  unworthy  of  public  notice ;  they  have 
inflicted  a  wound,  which  cannot  be  healed 
but  by  a  thorough  and  honest  enquiry, 
which  should,  therefore,  as  the  only  re- 
medy, be  applied.  He  said,  that  Englbh^ 
men  would  never  allow  the  power  ofiuries 
to  be  retrenched,  yet  that  rules  ot  cvu 
dence  and  rules  of  law  had  been  laid  down 
by  judges,  which  tended  to  subvert  that 
power  at  the  very  foundation,  and  to  ren- 
der juries  the  mere  engines  of  oppression 
in  the  hands  of  a  ten^porising  pervert er  of 
our  laws.  He  observed,  that  a  judge  had 
laid  it  down  as  an  established  doctrine  in 
law,  that  a  master,  in  criminal  cases,  it 
answerable  for  the  misdemeanors  of  his 
servant;  for  instance  if  a  book  or  pamph* 
let  is  sold  in  a  bookseller's  shop,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  master,  tiie  master, 
in  the  opinion  of  a  doctor  of  the  law,  was 

Imnishable:  ag»nst  this  doctrine  the 
earned  Serjeant  inveighed  in  very  warm 
tem^s,  he  called  it  a  monstrous  abs^urdity, 
a  glaring  iniquity,  contrary  to  the  dictates 
of  conUKon  "sense,  and  the  feelings  of  hu^ 
manity. 

He  inveighed  also  with  equal  zed 
against  the  doctrine  with  respect  to  juries  ^ 
that  if  a  man  is  charged  with  publishing  a 
libel,  they  are  not  to  enquire  with  what 
intention  he  published,  but  merely  whe- 
ther he  publisned,  and  t^hether  the  }ibell- 
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ous  expressions  are  applied  as  in  the  in- 
dictment: he  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to  de- 
termine whence  this  doctrine  was  derived, 
that  it  was  not  to  be  found  in  any  code  of 
natural  law,  and  that  the  human  heart  must 
revolt  at  it,  as  criminality  must  depend 
upon  the  intention.  He  asserted  also,  that 
in  this  respect  the  law  of  England  per- 
fectly coincided  with  the  law  of  nature ; 
that  he  knew  not  any  precedent  to  the 
contrary  t  and  that  if  there  was  any  such 
precedent,  it  was  a  bad  one. 

Mr.  Constantine  Phipps  also  replied  to 
the  Attorney-General, '  and  said,  that  he 
thought  the  question  before  the  House 
ipight  be  determined  by  every  honest  man 
of  common  sense,  without  any  particular 
skill  in  the  law  considered  as  a  science ; 
that  notwithstanding  what  had  been  said, 
he  considered  the  power  of  the  Attorney- 
General  as  uncircumscribed  eventually 
and  in  fact,  whatever  it  might  be  in 
theory  and  principle;  for  that,  suppos* 
ing  him  to  be  responsible  for  his  actions, 
and  amenable  to  justice  in  the  abstract  na- 
ture of  things,  vet  that  as  he  generally 
acted  under  authority,  and  by  the  advice 
of  the  ministry,  it  would'  be  no  easy  matter 
to  bring  lum  to  account,  much  less  to  pu- 
oishment.  The  imured  parties,  he  said, 
V^ould  always  find  it  beyond  their  purse, 
and  the  House  of  Commons  being  the 
only  resource  that  would  remain,  little 
could  be  hoped  from  the  proceedings 
there,  as  in  such  cases  they  were  always 
slow,  and  too  frequently  under  improper 
influence.  As  he  was  therefore  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  such  a  power  eventually  sub- 
sisted, and  that  the  subsistence  of  such  a 
power  was  dangerous,  he  should  vote  in 
support  o^  the  motion. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Thurlofoi  said, 
that  he  could  not  but  consider  the  present 
motion,  and  the  oblique  reproaches  cast 
upon  the  House,  as  mere  expedients  to 
attract  the  notice  of  the  mob,  and  imita- 
tions of  pamphleteers  and  newsmongers. 
That  as  the  Attorney-General  was  not 
accused  of  abusing  his  authority,  there  did 
Dot  seem  to  be  the  least  colour  of  pretence 
for  making  it  less.  He  insisted  that  all 
the  prosecutions,  which  had  been  carried 
on  by  the  A ttomey> General,  were  ex- 
tremely proper,  if  not  necessary ;  and  that 
if  he  haa  not  filed  informations,  he  would 
not  have  done  his  duty.  He  observed 
very  justly,  that  the  press  had  pushed  its 
liberty  to  the  utmost  verge,  and  even  gone 
beyond  it;  and  that  it  would  be. absurd 
ifldeedy  under  pretence  of  befriending  li- 


berty, to  give  licentiousness  a  wider  range. 
He  absolutely  denied,  that  the  expounded 
of  the  law  propagated  fidse  doctrine,  or 
laid  down  false  rules  either  of  law  or  efi- 
dence :  he  said,  it  was  needless  ai^  to 
expose  the  absurdity  of  confoandiii^ 
moral  guilt,  with  civil  offences ;  that  hu- 
man laws  punished  merely  to  prevent  oii* 
chief;  that  the  publication  of  libels  vai 
equally  pernicious  to  society,  whether  tbe 
publisher  was  morally  ^ilty  or  no;  and 
that  so  was  the  commission  df  murder,  sod 
for  that  reason  should  equally  be  prevem- 
ed  by  punishment.  He  also  coocumd 
with  the  Attomey-Greneral,  that  tbe  ceo* 
struction  of  libels  belongs  by  law  and  pr^ 
cedent  to  the  judge,  and  not  to  tbe  jury, 
because  the  unlawfulness  of  libels  ansBf 
from  a  positive  institution,  could  not  be 
determined  by  an  uninformed  understaod- 
ing,  however  upright  cr  acute.  Heic< 
knowledged,  that  the  rejecting  of  a  jutt- 
man  without  a  challenge  from  the  parties 
was  an  act  highly  criminal ;  but  said,  tbe 
fact  should  be  well  authenticated  before k 
was  condemned.  He  said  it  had  been  in* 
puted  to  a  great  judge,  whom  he  knev  to 
oe  incapable  of  such  an  action,  and  fbr 
these  and  other  reasons  he  must  put  bi 
negative  both  upon  the  xnotion  and  eo* 
quiry. 

Mr.  Wedderbum  said,  that  the  iw- 
existence  of  any  abuse  of  the  Attomrr- 
GeneraPs  power  at  present,  was  no  arp* 
m en t  against  tbe  proposed  amendmet;:. 
but  that  on  the  contrary,  a  tioieofpeac? 
and  tranquillity  was  the  fittest  for  tsj 
alteration;  as  the.  minds  of  men  irouki « 
under  no  bias,  and  they  would  therefan 
act  with  more  dispassionate  and  deliberate 
judgment.  He  observed,  that  if  our  an- 
cestors had  been  so  tenacious  of  old  €«» 
blishments,  as  never  to  have  tried  a  u* 
institution,  we  should  not  have  had  a  ctf- 
stitution  at  present  the  envy  of  niaokind 
He  observed  also,  that  the  power  io<|Qfi- 
tion  was  not  of  very  high  antiquitj;  tlii 
it  had  been  alledged  to  he  as  old  as  tk 
monarchy,  but  that  in  fact  it  cooJd  to 
proved  no  higher  than  Edward  tbe  Si 
That  different  times  require  different  ^ 
gulations,  and  that  what  might  be  pn>ptf 
400  years  ago,  might  now  be  absurd  m 
pernicious.  He  said,  that  the  inetbods 
filing  informations  was  more  expen^ 
consequently  more  oppressive,  tban  t 
common  way  of  bringing  the  mstter 
question  before  a  grand  jury.  TT**^ 
pence  in  a  legal  process  was  punebi 
before  the  proof  of  delinquency;  aini 
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he  defence   of  the  innocent  should  never  J  law  always    inferred  guilt  in  the  master 


)e  made  difficult,  under  pretence  of  more 
[^ffectuaily  detecting  or  punisliing  the  guilty. 
But  his  principal  argument  was,  that  the 
iDstitution,  whether  equitable  or  not,  whe- 
ther constitutional  or  unconstitutional,  did 
sot  answer  its  end.  Its  end,  says  he,  is  the 
ipeedy  punishment  of  libellers ;  but  before 
ihe  Attorney-General  goes  half  through 
;he  necessary  process  by  information,  he 
night  have  got  the  offender  tried,  con- 
iticted,  and  condemned,  before  the  com- 
non  juries :  and  for  the  truth  of  this,  he 
ippealed  to  every  gentleman  in  the-  House, 
I  ho  was  at  all  acquainted  with  the  sub* 
ect. 

Mr.  Herbert  Mackwotth  : 

Sir;  much  has  been  said,  during 
he  course  of  this  debate,  by  gentlemen 
m  both  sides,  concerning  the  case  of  Al- 
Don,  either  directly  or  by  inuendo.  As 
'.  happened  to  sit  as  juryman  in  that  case, 

shall  take  the  liberty  to  «ay,  that  the 
;entlemen  on  both  sides  have  misrepre- 
ented  it.  The  evidence  laid  before  the 
ury  was,  that  a  pamphlet  containing  a 
ibel,  had  been  sold  at  the  defendant's 
hop.  It  was  not  sold  by  the  master,  nor 
?as  the  person  who  sold  it  proved  to  be  a 
ervant.  But  it  was  said,  that  a  person  in 
Uraon's  shop  could  sell  a  pamphlet,  which 
ras  Almon'ft  property,  only  by  performing 
be  act  of  m  servant,  and  that  therefore 
^ith  respect  to  that  act  he  must  be  con- 
idered  in  that  capacity.  It  has  been  as- 
erted  in  newspapers  and  pamphlets,  that 
(re  were  misled  by  the  instructions  of  the 
udge,  with  respect  to  the  criminality  of 
unius's  letter  to  the  King,  but  notning 
an  be  more  impudently  false.  In  this 
•oint  our  sentiments  were  exactly  the  same 
^ith  those  of  the  judge,  we  were  unani- 
ioui»)y  of  opinion,  that  the  letter  in  ques* 
ion  was  a  libel,  atrocious  and  criminal  in 
be  highest  degree  ;  nor  was  there  a  single 
erson  anoong  us  who  had  the  least  doubt 
r  hesitation  In  pronouncing  that  the 
Qthor^  and  publishers  merited  the  most 
xemplary  punishment.  There  was  but 
ne  subject  of  doubt  and  discussion  ;  this 
as.  Whether  the  defendant  should  be  pu- 
ished  for  an  act,  which  chiefly  implied 
uilt  in  another  ?  and  with  respect  to  this 
oint  we  certainly  were  influenced  by  the 
istruction  of  the  judge. 

I  had  my  doubts,  and  I  applied  to  him 
IT  a  solution  of  them.  I}s  spoke  with  a 
iearness  and  precision,  in  which  he  has 
>  equal;   «Dd  he  assured  me,  that  the 


from  the  prima  Jade  evidence,  where  no 
contrary  evidence  was  produced  to  de- 
stroy its  force.  In  the  case  before  us 
there  was  no  such  contrary  evidence ;  we 
therefore  thought  ourselves  obliged  to  act 
in  conformity  to  the  law,  and  gave  our 
verdict  accordingly ;  for  the  conscience  of 
a  juryman,  if  any  conscience  he  has* 
obliges  no  less  to  observe  the  rules  of  law 
than  of  equity.  I  had  indeed  at  last  my 
doubts  about  the  malignity  of  the  pub- 
lisher's intention  ;  but  whatever  he  might 
intend,  the  fact  was  committed,  which  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  law  to  prevent  by 
punishment,  and  which  the  law  imputed  to 
him ;  I  did  not  tlierefore  think  myself  at 
liberty  to  acquit  the  defendant,  when  he 
stood  condemned  by  a  positive  position  of 
our  jurisprudence,  and  the  punishment 
that  he  might  incur,  tended  directly  to 
prevent  the  mischief  for  which  it  would  be 
mflicted.  I  should,  however,  be  glad  to  see 
this  point  more  clearly  ascertained,  and 
more  generally  understood. 

Wiui  respect  to  the  power  and  office  of 
juries,  nothing  should  be  doubtful,  obscure  , 
or  perplexed.  1  should  be  glad,  that  the 
difi'erence  between  the  morality  of  actions 
and  their  tendency,  between  the  guilt 
of  the  agent  in  foro  consdtniia^  and 
his  being  liable  to  punishment  by  the 
civil  power,  should  be  expressly  ascertain- 
ed under  the  sanction  ot  an  express  law. 
When  this  is  done,  the  people  will  ac- 
quiesce without  murmuring  in  the  decision 
of  our  fudges,  and  our  judges  will  do  their 
duty  withoui  incurring  the  reproaches  and 
execrations  of  the  people.  The  proposed 
enquiry  I  think  just,  whether  x)ur  judges 
are  culpable  or  not,  and  the  arguments 
already  advanced  in  favour  of  the  motion 
seem*  to  be  conclusive  in  its  favour* 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  : 

Sir ;  as  the  subject  now  before  us 
appears  to  me  to  be  of  great  importance,  I 
shall  not  be  content  merely  to  shew  my 
opinion  by  my  vote ;  but,  with  the  leave 
of  the  House,  will  shew  the  reasons  on 
which  it  is  founded.  Several  gentlemen 
have  expressed  a  kind  of  superstitious  re- 
verence for  the  power  of  the  Attorney  Ge* 
neral  to  file  official  informations,  upon  ac« 
count  of  its  supposed  antiquity,  as  tlie  fa^^ 
tlier  of  Scriblerus  venerated  the  rust  and 
canker  which'  exalted  a  brazen  pot-lid  into 
the  shield  of  a  hero.*  I  hope  to  scour  off 
the  false  marks  of  antiquity  which  have 
made  this  power  venerable,  as  effectuaHj 
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Itt  the  hooett  houtevife  scoured  off  tlie 
fidfe  honoUM  of  the  pot-lid. 

But,    Sir,  we  are  told,  that  the  tiaie 
during  frhich  this  power  existed,  is  the 
time  during  which  monarchy  moet  flou-  ■ 
riflhed  ;  and  what  then,  can  no  two  things  , 
aqbftist  together  but  as  cause  and  effect  ^  , 
May  not  a  man  have  enjoyed  better  health 
during  the  time  that  he  walked  with  an 
oaken    stick,    than    afterwards  when  he 
changed  it  for  a  cane,  without  supposing, 
like  the  Druids,  that  there  are  occult  vir« 
tues  in  oak,  and  that  the  stick  and  the 
health  were  cause  aod  effect  ?  Other  gen* 
tlemen,  with  somewhat  more  appearance 
of  argument,  hate  appealed  to  the  expe-. 
rience  of  past  times  for  the  safety,  at  least, 
of  the  people,  during  the  existence  of  this 
^ower,  and  have  asked,  with  an    air   of 
triumph,  whether  our  consiitutibn  is  now 
likely  to  be  mended  by  the  introduction  of 
fanciful  alterations  to  prevent  evils  in  fu- 
ture times,  from  causes  which  have  pro- 
duced no  evils  in  the  past.    I  will  not  say 
that  this  reasoning  has  no  weight,  because 
I  know  that  almost  every  question  which 
can  become  the  subject  of  debate,  lias, 
like  Janua,  two  faces,  one  favourable  to 
one  party,  and  one  to  the  other  t  super- 
ficial examiners  therefore  are  easily  im- 
posed upon  by  the  exhibition,  first,  of  one, 
and  then  of  the  other.    But  those  who 
look  deeper  than  the  outward  appearance, 
found  their  opinion  upon  better  grounds^ 
Arguments  enough  have  been  advanced 
to  prove  that  the  exercise  of  the  power  in 
question    is   incompatible   with   liberty; 
how,  ridiculous,  then,  is  the  pretence  that 
It  has  hitherto  been  useful  and  necessary 
in  a  free  government  i   The  same  argu- 
ments that  prove  it  to  be  dangerous  now, 
prove  that  it  was  always^dangerous ;  and 
tjierefore  no  reason  can  be  derived  for  its 
continuance  from  its  antiquity. 

The  truth  however  is,  Sir,  that  it  is  not 
ancient.  1  have  not  found  it  in  the  vene- 
rable treasury  of  ancient  days^^ough  my 
search  has  been  patient  and  mborious ;  so 
far  from  tracing  it  up  to  Edward  the  3d,  I 
have  lost  sight  of  it  in  times  not  far 
from  00  r  own.  Br  acton  mentions  ^'  ac- 
tions popular,*'  which,  I  apprehend, 
wero  founded  upon  libellous  expressions, 
but  actions  popular  are  not  the  same  as  of- 
ficial in  formations,  and  Bracton's  autho- 
Vity  has  not,  as  I  remember,  ever  been 
called  in  quebtion* 

But,  6ar  adversaries,  Sir,  though  beaten 
from  every  outwork,  have  a  citadel  in 
Vhich  they  can  abcoPely  tulpp  refiige,  a 


Majority  of  Members :  but  this,  lie  other 
places  oif  safety,  is  by  no  means  a  poa  of 
noiumr.    If  we  are  not  totaJly  caOoos  to 
the  sense  of  shame,  totally  negligent  ot'tbe 
public  interest,  we  must  agree  to  ibb  too* 
tion,  and  either  totally  aboli^  ihk  power 
of  the  Attorney  General,  or  subject  hto 
new  regulations.     If  there  were  no  other 
reason  for  this  measure  than  tbatfthick 
has  been  suggested  by  one  of  its  pnncipil 
opposers,  tfa^t  the  office  Is  odious  and  no- 
pected,  every  honest  and  reasonable  vol 
would  give  his  suffrage  in  its  £ivoar:  is 
what  can  be  more  opposite  to  souod  po' 
licy,  or  indeed  more  absurd  in  itself,  thjs 
to  invest  any  Servant  of  the  state  wtth  i 
power  which  he  can  never  honestly  im, 
but  at  the  expence  of  his  reputatioo. 

It  has  been  said,  that  we  are  not  presHd 
to  this,  measure  by  necessity^  and  tfait 
there  is  no  complaint  of  any  bite  abuse  d 
this  power ;  that  we  are  not  presied  br 
necessity,  if  true,  is  one  of  the  strong 
reasons  that  can  be  urged  for  the  roeasarc 
in  question,  for  will  any  gentleman  ssj  ii 
should  wait  for  tlie  pressure  of  neceeitr; 
are  we  not  to  cast  from  us  a  scorpion  till:! 
is  necessary  to  apply  remedies  to  cure  t^ 
mischief  occasioned  by  his  sting?  Bottk 
there  is  no  ground  jfor  complaiDt  of  tcv 
late  abuse  of  this  power  I  flatly  deny:  it 
was  abused,  and  most  fiagitiouslj  too,  ia 
the  case  of  John  Almon,  that  biu  beta 
just  cited :  why  was  he  singled  out  k: 
execution  when  there  were  so  naor 
others  in  the  same  predicament  witbo< 
equal  excuse.  Almon*s  guilt,  if  any  f^* 
he  had,  was  merely  nominal:  Wbj  m 
not  the  original  publisher,  or  some  one  d 
the  many  that  had  re-published  Jmufli'» 
Letter  before  it  was  published  by  AbMS* 
first  brought  to  justice  i  Why  was  Aloe 
first  encouraged  to  publish  the  sopposei! 
libel  by  the  impunity  of  tlK»e  wbe 
had  published  it  oefore  him,  and  tki 
seissed  as  the  victim  of  ministerial  to* 
geance  f  Almon  was  singled  for  proscct* 
tion,  on  this  occasion,  by  the  malice  ct 
those  who  wished  to  punish  him  for  other 
things  which  did  not  put  him  in  thtf 
power,  by  which  he  broke  no  law,  and  n( 
which,  in  a  free  country,  he  ought  to  bjH 
been  enabled  to  set  private  resentmeiit  it 
defiance.  He  had,  in  certain  ^ourmi^ 
publislied  certain  anecdotes,  which  ww 
people,  high  in  office  and  power,  wished 
and  not  without  reason,  to  have  tx*^ 
buried  in  everlasting  oblivioll^ 

But  this  power,  even  in  thisiostaaor' 
which  it  has  boon  abused^  has  aoi  b^ 
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lible  to  bring    the  supposed  criminal  to 
legal  punishment,  however  it  may  have 
harassed  and  distressed  him  in  the  strug- 
gle which  he  made    against  it.    Of  the 
strange    verdict    which    was     procured 
against  him  the  courts  do  not  dare  to  make 
any    use,  and  the  only  cause  which  the 
Attorney  General  has  been  able  to  carry 
against  libellers  he  can  turn  to  no  account. 
Can  there,  Sir,  be  a  stronger  reason  for 
abolishing  his  power  i  I  will  not,  indeed, 
pretend  that  this  power  was  always  equaliy 
inefiectuai,  though  it  was  always  liable  to 
the  same  abuse.     In  the  reign  of  George 
the  secood  there  were  no  such  differences 
of  opinion  between  judges  and  juries,  no 
such  opposition  to  the  authority  of  go- 
vernment.    Shebbeare  was,  without  diffi- 
culty,  punished    with  imprisonment  and 
pillory,  and  many  other  delinquents  se- 
verely smarted  under  the  scourge  of  the 
law;  and  so  lately  as  the  begiiMnng of  the 
reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  when,  trust- 
ing to  his  own  benign  and  gracious  dispo- 
sition, the  minds  of  men  were  not  soured 
by  the  interposition  of  undue  infhience, 
the  law  was  still  invested  with  its  salutary 
terrors :  the  45th  Number  of  the  North 
Briton,  a  sphritless  though  virulent  perfor- 
mance, a  mere  mixture  of  vinegar   and 
water,  at  once  vapidf  and  sour,  brought 
down  legal  punishment  upon  the  publisher 
by  the  free  untutored  determination  q(  a 

jury- 

What,  then.  Sir,  has  wrought  so  great, 
so  sudden  a  cban^  in  the  temper  of  the 
people  ?  What  is-  the  reason  that  they  will 
not  now  concur  to  punish  as  libels,  such 
%vriting8  as  they  deemed  libellous  then? 
-Are  they  disposed  to  encourage  slander, 
end  are  they  suddenly  become  the  abet- 
tors of  falshood  and  malice  ?  This  surely 
^ill  not  be  pretended ;  how,  th^,  shall 
'^e  account  for  the  punishment  of  Sheb- 
%eare,  and  the  impunity  of  Junius  i  There 
is  only  one  answer :  the  people  then  con- 
curred to  punish  attacks  npon  government, 
becauise  tney  believed  government  !•  be 
their  friend ;  and  they  now  favour  attacks 
upon  government  because  they  believe  it 
to  be  their  enemy :  and  to  whom  do  we 
owe  this  popular  opinion  so  injuWousto 
public -quiet  and  prosperity?  certainly  to 
a  corrupt,  an  impotent,  a  treacherous  ad- 
iDinistration :  oar  ministers  are  the  grand 
'Viminals,  and  it  is  their  malversation  and 
^  ncroachments  upon  the  constitution  that 
iXave  roused  the  spirit  of  opposition  which 
Iramples  indiscriminately  upon  all  law, 
•rder,  and  decomm,  in  the  ftfry  of  its 


zeal  to  maintain  liberty  and  independence^ 
which  are  so  manifestly,  so  rudely  attack* 
ed.  Till  these  ministers  are  removed  and 
punished,  the  land  will  continue  to  **  be 
filled  with  violence,^'  and  confusion  and 
anarchy  will  have  no  end.  Every  other 
expedient  for  restoring  peace  and  order 
has  been  tried  in  vain ;  would  it  not  be 
worth  while  to  try  the  effect  of  this  mea* 
sure,  as  the  only  one  that  at  present  seecqa 
to  afford  a  chance  of  success  ? 

.   Mr.  Attorney  General  De  Grey  / 

Sir ;  I  will  not  endeavour  to  follow 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down, 
through  all  the  frolicks  and  gambols  of  his 
rhetorics  he  shall,  unreproved  by  me» 
hunt  his  butterfly  through  all  the  weeds 
and  flowers  that  diversify  the  chace.  He 
may  begin  a  speech  with  reasons  for  tak* 
ing  away  a  particular  power  from  the  At* 
torney  General,  and  end  it  by  asserting 
that  the  measure  signifies  nothing  except 
his  friends  are  brought  into  administra- 
tion ;  he  may  in  one  sentence  pretend  that 
the  power  is  whoUy  useless ;  an<l  in  ano> 
ther,  that  it  has  always  till  very  lately 
been  effectual;  he  may  alledge  in  one 
breath,  that  our  courts  are  upright,  and» 
in  the  next  that  they  are  corrupt ;  he  may 
do  any  thing  but  advance  false  facts,  with 
a  view  to  calumniate  the  innocent,  and 
state  cases  which  have  no  existence  bu| 
in  his  distempered  imagination.  He  hat 
told  us,  that  Almon's  prosecution  was  ma- 
licious and  oppressive,  and  that  afte/  pro- 
curing a  verdict  against  him,  the  courts 
did  not  dare  to  use  it.  And  I  must  tell 
him,  that  neither  of  these  assertions  have 
the  least  foundation  in  truth,  and  to  speak 
in  the  genteelest  terms,  that  to  impute 
actions  to  sinister  motives,  from  the  mere 
suggestions  of  his  own  fancy,  is  to  treat  a 
gentleman  injuriously. 

Sir,  the  trial  of  Abnop  preceded  that 
of  the  original  publisher,  and  the  other 
delinquents,  merely  through  accident.  As 
many  informations  as  could  be  conveni- 
ently got  ready,  were  at  the  same  time 
filed  against  the  transgressore,   and  the 

i'udges,  after  this  process  was  finished> 
lappened  in  the  course  of  business,  to  sit 
for  the  hearing  of  causes  at  Westminster, 
before  they  sat  in  the  city.  This  is  the 
true  state  of  the  case,  and  all  the  malice 
and  oppression  which  he  sees,  or  thinks 
he  sees  in  it,  he  Is  welcome  to  make  the 
subject  of  another  oration  wlie never  he 
thinks  fit.  As  to  his  assertion,  that  we 
dare  not  pass  se&teoce  upon  the  verdicfi 
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t  can  only  tell  him  in  the  face  of  this 
House,  that  Almon  shall  be  called  up  to 
receive  sentence  to-morrow  luorniog.  It 
is  true,  that  after  he  had  attended  upon  a 
former  summons,  he  was  told  that  he 
would  not  be  wanted  on  that  day.  The 
judges  being  either  not  agreed  in  their 
sentence,  or  being  by  some  other  cause 
prevented  from  concluding  the  business, 
A  would  not  suffer  the  delinquent  to  ap- 
pear before  them,  lest  by  a  rule  of  court 
thefy  should  be  obliged  to  keep  him  in 
custody  till  the  sentence  was  passed, 
which  I  thought  would  be  injurious  to  his 
trade  and  character:  so  that  an  act  of 
lenity  and  compassion  to  the  criminal,  is 
made  an  occasion  of  insult  to  his  judges, 
who  are  reproached  with  having  obtained 
a  verdict,  upon  which  they  do  not  dare  to 
pronounce  sentence.  The  Attornej^Ge- 
ueral.  Sir,  has  done  nothing  of  which  he 
needs  to  be  either  afraid  or  ashamed :  he 
misrepresents  the  actions  of  no  roan,  he 
traduces  no  man's  character,  neither  his 
actions  nor  his  words  have  been  such,  as 
might  justly  call  a  blush  into  his  cheek* 

Mr.  Burke  replied^  that  he  did  not 
want  to  fix  a  stigma  on  any  private  cha- 
racter :  he  wanted  to  shew  there  was  ma- 
lice somewhere,  and  that  he  now  found 
little  reason  to  alter  his  opinion ;  he  ac- 
knowledged the  account  which  had  been 
given  of  Almon's  being  first  tried  to  be 
satisfactory,  but  he  said  no  reason  had 
been  given  for  his  being  tried  at  all ;  this 
he  still  imputed  to  malice,  and  insisted,  that 
the  share  which  Almon  had  in  the  publica- 
tion of  Junius's  Letter,  was  so  small,  that 
no  man  of  common  sense  could  suppose 
he  was,  on  that  account,  marked  out  as 
an  object  of  punishment,  but  that  there 
were  other  causes  neither  so  specious  nor 
ostensible.  He  appealed  to  the  House  for 
the  truth  of  this ;  but  nobody  thought  fit 
to  reply. 

Mr.  Dunning  : 

Sir;  as- the  subject  now  in  debate 
was  precipitately  brought  on,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  treat  it  with  that  accuracy  which 
it  merits,  but  as  it  appears  to  be  of  the 
greatest  importance,  I  must  offer  such  un- 
premeditated observations  upon  it  as  oc- 
cur to  my  mind,  and  I  the  less  regret  the 
want  of  time  to  consider  it  more  maturely, 
as  I  think  there  is  but  one  argument 
among  those  that  have  been  brought 
egainst  the  motion,  which  has  not  been 
fully  refuted.  It  has  been  said,  that  both 
Jlouscs    have  frequently  addressed  the 


King  to  direct  his  Attorney  Geoenl  to 
prosecute  libellers  and  defamen;  that  in 
pursuance  of  such  directions,  several  pro- 
secutions are  now  actually  commenced, aod 
that  to  agree  to  this  motion  is  to  annihi- 
late or  abridge  the  very  power  whidi  we 
have  employed,  and  which  we  have  foood 
it  necessary  to  employ,  to  carry  oar  on 
designs  into  execution*  To  this  I  answer, 
though  it  is  true  that  parliament  hai  eiB- 
ployed  this  power,  it  may,  notwitfastaod* 
mg,  and,  indeed,  ought  to  be  annihiked, 
because  it  never  answered  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  employed :  the  laws  sr 
either  capable  of  supporting  themseha 
or  they  are  not ;  if  they  are  capable,  our 
interference  is  tmnecessary,  if  they  are  oot^ 
it  will  always  be  ineffectual,  and  not  ooij 
ineffectual  but,  odious ;  we  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  the  mere  tools  of  a  weak  mi* 
nistry,  who  are  obliged,  upon  all  ooo 
sions,  to  borrow  our  strengtn,  and  iik,it 
the  same  time,  render  us  cheap,  bj  3p 
plying  it  to  useless  Or  unworthy  purposesi 
There  is  such  an  appearance  of  oppro* 
sion  in  levelling  the  whole  legislative  pover 
against  an  individual,  that  it  will,  and,  cf 
necessity  mu£t»  be  for  ever  odious  to  tk 
people. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  modify  the  At- 
torney General's  power,  either  bj  allof • 
ing  the  defendant  to  s^ew  cause  io  a  coort 
of  justice,  why  an  information  should  iKt 
be  granted,  or  by  previously  subjectiog 
the  affair  to  the  cognisance  ofagrandjurr. 
to  this  it  has  been  answered,  that  tkit 
is  no  need  either  for  a  court  of  justice  ti 
a  grand  jury  to  interfere,  where  thegnod 
inquest  of  the  nation,  a  body  much  mon 
respectable  than  any  grand  jury,  has  d^ 
cided  the  point  find  found  a  true  bill,  dut 
is,  a  sufficient  ground  for  a  prosecutioG. 
But  I  trust,  that  the  futility  of  this  so- 
swer  has  been  shewn  already,  for  it  iice^ 
tainly  absurd,  to  refer  from  grand  juria 
and  the  courts  of  justice  to  pariianieDt,ifi 
a  case  in  which  parliament  has  never  actr^ 
with  effect,  except  to  render  itself  odioui 
and  suspected. 

But  allowing  that  the  power  in  qoestida 
should  be  taken  into  <:onsideratioo,  ges* 
tlemen  have  told  us,  that  this  is  doc  i 
proper  time :  but  the  reason  which  btf 
been  given  to  shew  that  the  time  is  diA 
proper,  does,  in  my  opinion,  prove  that  is 
IS  s  it  is  said,  that  we  are  in  a  bad  b> 
mour,  and  by  what  (neasure  is  a  bad  b> 
mour  more  likely  to  be  removed  I  Tfci 
we  have  a  bad  humour  is  indeed  too  tnu 
and  such  a  oue  as  will  not  yield  to  a  s^ 
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remedy;  It  is  obstinate,  it  is  malignant ; 
X  will  not  say  that  the  opinions  which 
have  been  propagated  to  the  disadvantage 
of  our  justiciary  courts  are  true,  but  I 
wrill  say,  that  there  is  something  at  least 
doubtful  in  that  principle  of  law,  which 
infers  criminality  from  the  single  fact  of 
publication,  or  the  prima  Jade  evidence, 
and  this  is  a  sufficient  ground  for  enquiry. 
We  ought  also  to  make  this  enquiry  in 
order  to  determine  how  far  juries  are  to 
judge  of  the  intention.  In  a  word,  we 
ought  to  draw  the  line  between  the  pro- 
▼ince  of  the  judge  and  jury ;  this  will  still 
the  murpaurs  and  quiet  the  jealousies  of 
the  people,  and,  therefore,  as  a  fnend  to 
them,  as  a  friend  to  the  judges,  and  as  a 
friend  to  this  House,  I 'shall  give  my 
Toice  for  the  enquiry. 

IfOrd  Frederick  Campbell : 

Sir ;  if  it  was  not  for  the  loss  of 
time  which  ought  to  be  applied  to  impor- 
tant purposes,  it  would-be  very  diverting 
to  see  gentlemen  of  grave  and  respecta- 
ble characters  puffing  and  blowing  like 
Achilles  in  the  Iliad,  in  the  chace  of  a 
shadow.  We  grow  angry  and  we  talk 
loud,  but  there  is  no  subject  of  rational 
debate  before  us.  If  any  man  intends  to 
arraign  the  conduct  of  our  judges,  in 
God's  name  let  him  stand  forth,  but  let 
him  chuse  a  proper  time :  do  not  let  hints 
and  inuendoes,  vague  reports  and  popular 
clamours  interrupt  and  embarrass  the  pro- 
per business  of  this  House,  or  divert  its 
attention  from  what  is  properly  before  it. 
If  the  Attorney  General  has  abused  his 
power,  does  it  follow  that  the  judges  have 
betrayed  their  trust  ?  or  if  the  judges  have 
betrayed  their  trust,  does  it  follow  that  the 
Attorney  General  has  abused  his  power  i 
I  remember  the  time  when  some  deep 
metaphysicians,  whom  I  have  in  my  eye, 
exclaimed  with  great  vociferation,  against 
considerinff  the  crimes  of  one  man  coUeC' 


falshood  and  truth,  taking  all  indiscrimi- 
nately that  happens  to  lie  in  their  course, 
like  a  blind  horse  stung  by  the  flies,  who 
rushes  forward,  and  neither  slackens  his 
speed  nor  changes  his  course,  though  a 
wall  or  a  precipice  is  within  half  a  furlong 
of  his  head.  If  the  verdicts  to  which  these 
outrageous  lovers  of  justice  and  the  con- 
stitution allude,  were  unconstitutional,  why 
wds  there  no  motion  for  arrest  of  judge- 
ment ?  why  not  the  point  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  twelve  judges  ?  what 
is  become  of  demurrers  and  new  trials? 
how  has  it  happened  that  appeals  to  higher 
tribunals  have  been  forgotten  ?  If  any  of 
these  measures  had  been  taken,  we  might 
have  had  some  object  for  our  considera- 
tion :  but  at  present,  instead  of  doing  bu- 
siness, we  are  invited  to  play  at  blindman'a 
buff;  I  hope,  however,  that  we  know  our 
duty  better  than  to  join  in  such  boyish 
trifling :  we  have  concerns  upon  our  hands 
in  the  highest  degree  serious  and  impor- 
tant, and  to  these  let  us  apply,  with  the 
diligence,  seriousness,  and  perseveranco 
which  they  demand. 

Mr,  Thomas  Toujnshend: 

Sir ;  I  know  of  no  subject  more 
serious  and  important  than  the  enquiry 
which  is  now  before  us,  and  am  therefore 
heartily  disposed  to  treat  it  with  serious- 
ness, oiligence,  and  attention ;  it  includes 
nothing  less  than  the  restoration  of  the 
constitutional  powet  of  juries,  which  cer- 
tain judges  are  said  to  have  infringed. 
Can  it  be  said  that  we  have  no  object  be- 
fore us,  when  it  is  allowed  that  juries  have 
been  forbidden  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
intention  with  which  libels  are  published ) 
Why  are  they  not  then  forbidden  to  con- 
sider the  intention  in  robbery  and  murder  ? 
Is  not  the  jury  as  competent  in  one  case 
as  in  the  other  ?  He  whom  natural  saga- 
city or  acquired  knowledge  haa  not  quali- 
fied to  determine  the  guilt  of  a  libel,  is 


tively,  as  the  foundation  of  his  expulsion :    not  qualified  to  determine  with  respect  to 
wbat  can  have  induced  these  gentlemen  to    guilt  or  innocence  in  cases  of  life  and 


consider  collectively  the  supposed  crime  of 
two  men,  or  more  properly  of  two  parties : 
why  will  they  blend  the  supposea  crimes 
of  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Judges, 
when  they  were  so  very  zealous  to  sepa- 
rate the  crimes  of  an  individual  ?  Why, 
but  that  they  are  pushed  on  by  passion, 
by  prejudice,  by  a  spirit  of  faction,  and 
possibly  of  self-interest,  with  a  violence 
find  precipitation  that  overlooks  all  pro- 
priety ana  consistency  of  character,  and 
^uaJly  disre^rds  reason  and  absurdity. 


death.  For  my  own  part,  I  always  under- 
stood that  juries  were  the  sole  judges  in 
all  criminal  cases,  and  that  the  maratrata 
on  the  bench,  was  nothing  more  than  an 
expounder  of  the  law ;  u  man  placed  by 
the  public,  to  assist  and  direct  them  in  in- 
tricate and  difficult  cases :  nor  am  I  at  all 
apprehensive,  notwithstanding  the  horrid 
pnantoms  that  have  been  h(3d  out  to  us, 
that  the  law,  in  the  hands  of  an  honest 

i'ury,  will  become  uncertain  and  confused  i 
luman  nature  and  cpmmoa  sense  are  ia 
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all  places,  and  at  all  times.  essentiaUj  the 
same :  the  decision  of  a  London  or  Mid- 
dlesex jury  to-morrow,  will,  I  dare  saj, 
be  perfectlj  consonant  to  the  decision  of 
a  London  or  Middlesex  jury  that  day 
ttrelvemonthy  and  that  day  twelve  years ; 
for  how  else  could  the  principles  of  our 
criminal  law  in  other  cases  have  remained 
the  same  ?  There  is  no  inconsistency  in 
the  verdicts  passed  by  juries  of  different  ^ 
counties  in  theft  or  mnraer,  when  the  cases 
are  similar ;  and  why  then  should  we  fear 
inconsistency  in  their  verdict  upon  a 
libel  ?  If  the  gentlemen  on  tho  other  side 
cannot  tell  us,  let  them  allow  that  the  li^te 
encroachments  of  judges  upon  the  rights 
of  the  jury,  call  aloud  for  parliamentary 
interposition. 

AVhen  Mr.  Townsh^nd  sat  down,  lord 
Palroerston  got  up  to  tell  the  House,  that 
be  had  vDted  for  the  same  motion,  when  it 
was  made  by  Mr.  Calvert,  and  seconded 
by  Serjeant  Hewit,  four  or  five  years  ago,* 
but  that  now  he  had  found  reason  to 
change  his  opinion,  and  would  vote  against 
the  motion.  Mr.  Phipps  rose  up  again 
and  expressed  himself  in  such  terms,  that 
lord  Palmefbton,  apprehending  a  quarrel, 
oalled  him  to  order. 

Lord  North : 

I  have  attended  with  great  diligence 
to  what  has  been  offered  on  both  sides  of 
the  question  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
and  am  sorry  to  say,  that  great  part  of  it 
has  been  a  total  waste  of  our  time ;  a  new 
ignis  fatuus  has  every  moment  been 
started  on  one  side,  and  pursued  on  the 
other,  till  both  have  been  equally  per^exed 
and  bewildered,  both  hurried,  heated  and 
fatigued,  while  but  little  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  right  track,  so  that  the  end  of 
our  course  is  almost  as  distant  as  ever. 
Much  time  has  been  spent  in  debating 
whether  the  power  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral to  file  informations  is  ancient  or  mo- 
dem, though  the  fullest  proof,  on  either 
side,  would  still  leave  the  dnly  qtiestion  in 
which  we  have  any  concern  undecided, 
**  whether  it  be  good  ?" 

Much  time  nas  also  been  soent  in 
Udioured  df»lamations,  to  prove  tnat  this 

J  rawer  is  always  exercised  to  restrain 
iberty;  I  wish  these  gentlemen  would 
shew  what  power  of  government  is  or  can 
be  directed  to  any  other  purpose.  To  re- 
strain liberty,  is  the  very  essence  and  end 
of  all  government,  which  became  necessary 
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when  a  state  of  nature  was  inprored  iflto 
dvD  society,  merely  because  it  became  D^ 
oessafy  that  natural  liberty  should  be  t^ 
strained".  It  is  by  the  restraint  of  natunl 
liberty  that  the  weak  are  protected  agahict 
the  strong,  that  property  is  secared  againa 
the  thie^  and  life  against  the  ss&urq. 
There  is,  however,  such  a  thing. si  chii 
liberty,  whi<^,  I  believe,  our  belkw^ 
against  the  powers  of  govemmeDt,  m 
neither  willing  nor  able  to  define;  letne 
then  acquaint  them,  that  civU  liberty  sob* 
sists  wherever  natural  liberty  is  no  fortber 
restrained,  than  is  absolutely  neceassry  to 
secure  the  advantages  of  civil  societj. 
Whatever  restraint  is  necessary  for  this  par- 
pose,  is  compatible  with  the  most  perfect 
civil  liberty,  and  the  liberty  which  is  com- 
patible with  these  restraints,  is  that  alooe 
for  which  honesty  and  common  sefise  cso 
be  advocates.  As  these  restraints  are  more 
necessary  in  one.  country,  and  at  one  tise 
than  another,  natural  liberty  may,  uA 
must  be  circumscribed  within  Dsrrovcr 
bounds  in  one  country,  and  at  one  time 
than  another ;  yet*  civil  liberty  mar  be 
l^pt  equally  sacred  and  uninfringed.  Tbos 
it  nas  iiappened,  that  all  attempts  to  I^ 
cover  natural  liberty  from  the  restrvns 
whidi  are  necessary  to  secure  the  adm* 
tages  of  civil  society,  have  either  ended  in 
the  dissolution  of  all  government,  or  is  i 
more  rigorous  and  extensive  exertion  rfia 
powers.  Liberty,  carried  beyond  the 
bounds  within  which  the  interest  of  ci\3 
society  requires  it* to  be  confined,  is  licen- 
tiousness, and  the  natural  and  neces^iit 
consequences  of  prevailing  licentiousoesi 
in  the  members  of  any  state  or  coramfi- 
nity,  must  be,  either  anarchy,  or  a  j.wre« 
ment  less  lenient  and  gentle.  If  no  po»€? 
of  government  can  be  defended  which  rfr 
strains  liberty,  government  itself  is  who.!/ 
indefensible ;  if  any  power  of  govCTniwa* 
restraining  liberty  for  the  common  idnB- 
tage  of  a  civil  community  can  be  defeoM 
every  power,  the  exertion  of  which  i^^ 
solutely  necessary  for  this  purpose,  niBjjie 
defended,  and  the  only  enquiry  concfmiog 
the  powers  of  government  should  be,  ^ 
ther  the  exertion  of  them  is  necessary  f* 
this  great  purpose,  or  not 

At  this  time,  I  am  sure,  there  can  beflfl 
pretence  for  relaxing  the  reins  of  goTem- 
roent,  or  annihilating  any  of  its  po»'e[- 
When  the  spirit  of  your' horse  renders  it 
difficult  to  govern  him,  or  when  bysw* 
cursed  insect  he  is  stung  into  iBadnc^i 
would  you  think  it  proper  to  remow  1* 
curbi  or  lit  the  reins,  which  yoa  had  be(> 


i  of  now  puwUiineiity  by  burniog  the  rod. 
Tbolawis  beyood  tho  reach  of  our  p»- 


Mod  tohold  is  your  hand' whte  he  w»  in 
MIer  tonlper,  lie  loose  upon  his  neck  i 
hMdf  when  the-  people  are  br  aome  sudU 
loD  fenaent,  become  impaliene  of  con* 
iroul^  and  are  perpeloally  oKcited  to  op- 
tme^  as  tyramictt,  those  v\^y  powers^ 
aider  the  exercioe  of  which»  tneir  prosi> 
isri^  and  freedom  have  been  the  envy 
nd  admiration  of  the  world,  by  a  set  of 
MO^serihblCTB,  detestaUe  fi)r  their  ma^ 
^niljv  and  despicable  for  everything  else, 
ball  we  take  away  that  pcpnmr  fbom  the 
Ifttornejr  General  which  he  has  been  suf^^ 
sawd^Dietij  topossesswhenitsexsrtien  was 
ia»  necessary  ?  and  shaU  we  dothis without 
keleast  proo^  that  this  power,  however  pro* 
oked,  naa  in  a  so^e  instance  been  abusedU 
?inr  be  it  firom  me  to  wish  any  new  restramt 
ud  upon  the  press ;  but  surely  this  is  not 
I'lime  to  give  it  new  licence.  The  wis- 
bin  of 'our  ancestors  is  consistent  in  no* 
hii^  more  than  their  care  td  preserve  the 
eireral  constitnent  parts 'of  our  go?em- 
aent  distinct,  and  balancing  them  eqaalhr 

Sainst  each  other.  That  inestimable  gm 
rich  they  have  handed  down  to  us,  our 
Militieal  constitution,  we  shall  not  hand 
bvrn  ffo  our  posterity,  if  we  su&r  this  dis- 
iocti<m  to  be  last,  or  this  balance  to  be 
leetroved;  a  mbchief,  which  will  as  in- 
vxtably  result  from  taking  part  of  the 
rei^  from  the  regal,  and  pmcing  it  in 
he  popular  scale,  as  from  the  contrary.  If 
bere  is  a  propensity  in  the  people  to  en- 
roach  upon  tne  crown,  we,  as  tne  faithful 
lunrdians  of  the  constitution,  should  op- 
oae  it  with  the  same  steadiness,  and  upon 
be  same  principles,  as  we  would  a  propen- 
Ity  in  the  crown  to  encroach  upon  the 
eopie. 
It  hss  been  said,  that  the  power  in  ques- 
on  is  ineffectual ;  but  the  present  oppo- 
tion  to  it  is  alone  an  irrefragable  proof  of 
se  contrary ;  it  certainly  operates  in  ier* 
^em  at  least ;  and  if  i^did  not  render 
Odder  and  defamation  more  dangerous 
laa  they  would  -be  if  no  such  power 
iteisted,  it  would  not  have  been  attacked 
f,  those'  who'  have  long  made  the  public 
Bpers  a  vehicle  of  all  that  malice  and  envy, 
ad  faction,  and  self-interest  can  invent, 
punst  privAte  characters  and  public  mea- 
ires.  They  and  their  associates  have 
■en  punished  1^  the  law,  and  they  would 
an  repeat  their  crimes  with  impunity;  but 
lie  is  not  all;  th^r  view  is  not  only  safety 
W  the  fbture,  but  veneeance  for  the  past : 
ifr  their  retenge  is  like  that  of  thildren, 
4iOi  if  they  oabnot  wreak  it  upon  the  hand 
MS  fans  chastised  thott^lrfil  ran  the  risk 
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triota,  though  they  are  not  beyond  the 
readi  of  the  law?  and  therefore  they  turn 
their  malice  against  its  instruments,  and 
vilify  the  Jud^s  and  the  Attorney  Gro- 
neral. 

Part  of  what  I  have  now  offeiM  against 
abridgial^  or  destroying  the  power' of  the 
Attorney  General,  will  operate  with  eqnsl 
force  a0  reasons  against  the  enquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  the  Judges.    But  I  have 
another  argument   against   both.    Tbej 
will  by  rio  means  answer  the  end  which  if 
proposed,  though  not  intended  by  the  ad- 
vocatcJs  of  these  measures,  the-  removal  of 
the  doubts  and  jealousies  which  are  said 
to  subsist  among  the  people.    It  is  the 
known  purpose  and  interest  of  these  gen- 
tlemen* to  loment  and  not  to  sdlay  popular 
doubts  and  discontent ;  diey  have  no  ex- 
pectation of  plunder  but  from  a  storm :  if 
government  is  shipwrecked,  tliey  hope  to 
run  away  with  part  of  the  freight;  but  an 
easy  gale,  and  peaceful  seas  must  leave 
them  to  the  agonies  of  despair    If  the 
motion  whidi  has  now  been  made  should 
be  carried,  these  gentlemen  could  derive 
neither  place  nor  pension  from  its  sucoessi 
and  therefore  woiud  be  still  resistless  and 
turbulent;  would  still  suggest  new  matter 
of  complaint,  and  find  new  pretences  for 
invective  and  abuse.    They  will  now  and 
then  be  betrayed  into  a  more  direct  and 
plain  declaration  of  their  principles  and 
pursuits^  and  will  tell  us,  as  they  have  just 
done»  that  the  removal  of  the  ministers  is 
their  great  object ;  that  **  till  the  ministers 
are  removed  the  land  will  be  filled  with  vio- 
lence and  confusion;  that  no  other  expe« 
dient  for  restoring  peace  will  succeed,  and 
that  till  room  is  mad^for  themselves  in  the 
administration,    government   will    never 
peaceably  be  administered/' 

But  lee  me  tell  them,  if  the  people  are 
in  a  bad  humour,  snbverting  all  order,  and 
opposing  all  law,  it  is  neither  owing  to 
their  own  depravity,  nor  to  the  miscon- 
duct of  our  courts,  nor  to  the  malversation 
of  ministers.  Neither  the  ministers  nor 
the  courts  have  done  a  single  act  which 
they  cannot  juMify ;  but  it  is  owing  to  the 
diamriical  guile  and  diligence  of  our  politic 
cal  impostors,  of  whom  it  may  be  saia,  that 
they  travel  sea  and  land,  to  find  one  pro« 
selyte,  and  when  they  hav^  found  him, 
they  make  htm  ten-fold  more  a  child  of 
hell  than  themselves.  Can  any  gentleman 
here  recollect  a  time  when  the  emissaries 
of  mischief  ware  e^ittHy'btisy  {*  Ihepi 
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M  twwiDS  With  libeli,  that  one  migiit  be 
tempted  to  condude  every  sbgle  jpeUf 
cveij  drop  of  ink,  and  every  scrap  ot  pa« 
per  ID  the  kingdom  was  manufiictofed  into 
aedition  and  abnie.  The  fiivt  thing  that 
we  take  up  it  a  libels  and  the  hat  thing  we 
lay  down  is  a  iibel ;  oar  eyes  open  upon 
libels  in  the  momingy  and  our  eves  close 
upon  libels  at  nighL  In  short,  Imda,  hun- 
pooosy  and  satires,  constitute  all  the  writ- 
mffy  printings  and  reading  of  our  time. 

To  these  arts  must  be  imputed  the  dif- 
ferences which  at  present  solisist  between 
judges  and  juries ;  and  to  these  alone  it  is 
owing,  that  the  letters  of  Junius  have  not 
shared  the  fate  of  the  North  Briton. 
Truth,  however,  and  common  sense  at  last 
will  prevail ;  and  though  Juniui  has  owed 
an  escape  to  the  spirit  of  the  times,  which 
he  had  no  right  to  expect  firom  the  just- 
ness of  his  cause,  that  spirit  wiU  at  length 
act  in  his  favour  no  more.  When  the  fe- 
culence of  bad  humours  has  worked  itself 
eS,  the  leaven  of  Junius  will  produce  no 
new  fermentation ;  he  will  then  be  despis- 
ed for  the  very  fidsehood  and  malice  that 
now  gain  him  readers;  his  pertness  will 
be  no  longer  mistaken  for  wit,  nor  his  im- 
pudence mr  spirit.  The  assassins  of  re- 
putation, and  the  libellers  of  goveimment 
will  be  punished  with  contempt  in  this 
House,  and  with  the  pillory  in  Westmin- 
ster-hall ;  for  time  wiU  very  soon  discover 
that  their  conduct  is  equally  foolish  and 
wicked. 

Sir  fViUiam  Meredith  spoke  principally 
against  considering  the  motion  and  en- 
quiry^ together,  which  he  said  were  two 
questions  wholly  different  and  unconnec- 
ed;  that  if  the  Judges  and  Attorney  Ge- 
neral had  erred,  it  was  not  so  much  as 
pretended  that  they  had  erred  in  conjunc- 
tion ;  and  that  the  hon.  proposer  of  the 
motion  never  meant  to  have  thiB  enquiry 
engrafted  upon  it,  but  on  the  contrary, 
intended  to  reserve  it  for  a  future  oppor- 
tunity: it  could  have  been  started,  he 
said,  witli  no  other  view  than  to  impede 
their  progress  in  Uie  a£5iir,  whidi  was  re- 
gulariy  before  them ;  a  view,  which  it  had 
but  too  well  answered,  having  fruitlessUy 
consumed  much  time,  and  hitherto  pre- 
vented their  coming  to  any  determination. 

He  said,  that  the  power  of  Uie  Attor- 
ney, whether  in  itself  good  op  bad,  was  in- 
cootestibly  odious,  ana  that  for  this  rea- 
son alone,  it  ought  to  be  abolished :  he 
observed,  that  the  Act  of  the  3rd  of  Wil- 
liam 3,  was  itself  only  an  amendment,  giv- 
^  to  the  Attorney  Oenacal  precisely 


what  it  took  awsy  firan  die  Marter  of  thi 
Crown-ofioe ;  and  said,  that  in  fail  Qpimoo, 
if  our  ancestors  had  nndentood  toe  M 
extent  and  mwming  of  the  latter  daae, 
they  would  not  have  left  it  as  it  ttandia 
present.  He  proposed,  therefore,  tbtvc 
should  correct  tneir  ovenigkt,  tod  re> 
store  the  oonatitntion  in  so  fenriil  an  a« 
tide. 

He  took  notice  of  the  wordi  tlist  bi 
been  dropped  by  Sf  r.  Herbert  Mackvorth, 
and  said  that  di^  were  sofliGient  toesdti 
horror  in  every  reding  breait,  aad  reode 
the  people  outrageoua;  he  rmtented 
Mr.  Mackworth  as  saying  m  ediect,  tfaa 
thmwh  he  was  inclined  to  think  die  col- 
prit  mnocent,  he  had  been  influeooedbj 
the  law  of  the  judge  to  find  him  goiltr: 
and  wished  he  had  at  the  same  tioie  tii 
the  House  his  oath ;  he  was  swoni,  mp 
he,  to  give  a  true  verdict  accordiiigtothe 
evidence,  yet  has  declared,  that  thoo^ 
the  man  was  not  reached  by  the  evidence, 
he  gave  him  up  to  be  punished  by  tbedi* 
rectioos  of  the  judge..  The  artificer  ot 
which  this  instance  Md  unexpectedljbcei 
brought  before  them,  he  said,  were  vey 
alarming,  and  called  loud  for  mpm, 
which  every  honest  man  would  pre  ia 
voice  to  bring  on. 

Mr.  Cortnoall  in  answer  to  thst  pert  if 
sir  William's  speech  which  cenmred  tbc 
coupling  an  enquiry  with  the  motHB, 
said,  that  having  heard  much  oo  the  so^ 
ject  in  conversation,  and  read  somethiRe 
of  it  in  a  pamphlet  which  had  bees  pot 
into  his  hands  m  the  country,  he  was  d^ 
termined  to  bring  it  into  the  Hoose  w» 
time  in  the  session,  and  thought  thii a  pn^ 

Eer  opportunity ;  that  for  this  reatoo  k 
ad  proposed  it,  as  the  ground-wort  of 
the  motion,  without  any  view  of  obstnid' 
ing  the  proceedings  of  the  Moose  upon  it- 
He  concluded  by  saying,  he  was  gW  thi 
the  proposer  of  the  motion  intmed  u 
prosecute  the  enquiry,  and  dedsrcd,  ^ 
nowever  he  might  differ  with  him  in  th 
mode  of  proceeding,  he  wpold  give  ^ 
measure  all  the  assistance  ii\  his  poser. 

Mr.  Wallace  / 

Sir ;  the  gentlemen  who  bare  f» 
posed  the  abridgment  of  the  power  of  th 
Attorney  General,  have  been  rttfaer  pas* 
monious,  in  laying  before  the  Hoq«  tk 
particular  benefits  that  are  to  remit  f^s 
the  measure.    They  have  dealt  i^sch  a 

general  terms ;  have  declared  thst  it  vooU 
e  favourable  to  liberty,  that  it  woskl  it 
store  the  coostitutkm  fai  mmtaAii^ 
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Je,  and  eorreet  the  mislakea  of  our  fa- 
hen.  Thewords  liberty,  constitution,  and 
ndependence,  are  indeed  words  that  con* 
ey  ideas  of.  the  utmost  importance ;  but 
am  sorry  to  say»  that  it  is  of  late  become 
cu«tom  to  use  them,  not  as  conveying 
ieas,  but  as  forming  a  spell ;  as  having  a 
ind  of  talismanic  power,  to  eftect  pur- 
OSes  which  the  powers  of  reason  and  na* 
jre  can  never  accomplish.    One  gentle- 
lan,  however,  an  boo.  friend  of  mine,  has 
reposed,  that  when  the  proceedings  are 
ommenced  by  the  Attorney  General  ex 
^kiOf  the  ddfendant  should,  as  in  other 
Bses,  be  allowed  to  shew  cause  why  an 
^formation  should  not  be  granted ;  this 
^ttlatioD,  he  says,  would  prove  an  un- 
>eakable  benefit;  ,but  to  whom   would 
lis  unspeakable  benefit  accrue  ?   Not  to 
be  nation,  but  to  its  enemies  the  libellers. 
This  proceeding  would  be  givine  them 
'arning  to  make  their  escape,  and  elude 
tie  pursuit  of  justice.    If  this  wise  regula- 
lOQ  were  to  take  place,  it  would  be  iiO' 
lossible  that  a  libeller  could  ever  be  pu- 
ifihed;    they   would  betake  themselves, 
ike  Moore,  to  some  dark  retreat,  where 
eing  efl«ctually  concealed,  they  would 
erpetrate  more  flagitious,  and  more  dar- 
ig   mbchief.      Malignity    and    dulness 
rould  deride  honest  diligence  and  inge- 
uitjT,  and  gain  an  easy  subsistence  by 
busing  every  thin^  that  is  venerable  and 
icred,  and  gratifying  the  spirit  of  con- 
imely  and  licentiousness,  wnich  is  gone 
liroao  among  us,  by  railing  against  **  our 
lost  gracious  King,  and  all  that  are  put 
\  authority  under  him/'  in  such  compo« 
tiona,  as  upon  any  other  subject  would 
ever  be  read.    Thus  abused,  the  press 
ould  become  the  ruin  of  liferature  as 
ell  as  liberty,  of  which 'it  is  naturally  the 
ipport,  for  nothing  so  certainly  subverts 
berty  as  the  abuse  of  it ;  nothing  so  ef- 
actually  destroys  learning  as  the  deluge 
f  nonsense  and  rancour,  which  is  now 
rerflowing  us,  from  the  cobler  and  the 
orter  in  ftn  alehouse  kitchen,  to  the  petit 
laitre  of  &shion,  under  the  hands  of  his 
iseur. 

1  have  one  word  to  otkr  conceminff  the 
aqu  W  into  the  conduct  of  our  judges ; 
oe  of  its  principal  champions  is  a  learned 
»rjeant,  and  the  reason  which  he  has 
r^ed  with  great  ost^tation  of  patriotism 
i  its  favour  is,  that  encroachments  have 
sen  made  upon  the  constitutional  power 
r  juries.  But  how  shall  we  account  for 
is  becoming  so  suddenly  j^ous  of  the 
rerogptive  S  juries  J  It  ia  but  lately  that 


he  acted  firom  very  diftrent  imnciplpB  t  a 
jury  gave  a  verdict  at  Gutklford  against- 
one  of  his  clients,  an  atrocious  and  note* 
nous  libeller ;  and  how  ilid  this  patriotic, 
this  constitutional  seijeant,  this  champion 
for  juries,  act  upon  the  occasion  ?  Diet  he 
acquiesce  in  the  verdict  ?    Did  he  submit 
witn  silent  reverence  and  respect  to  the 
power  which  he  now  pretends  to  worship  ) 
No,  this  bulwark  of  popular  prerogative, 
this  brawler  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  this 
supporter  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  set  the  sa« 
cred  authority  of  a  jury  at  naught,  and 
appeided  firom  their  determination  to  that 
of  the  court ;  to  the  very  court,  and  the 
very  judges  whom  he  now  arraigns  for  cir« 
cumscribing  their  power  1  The  same  man, 
who  urged  our  judges  to  take  law  firom  n 
jury  into  their  own  hand,  is  now  damou* 
reus  against  them  for  takine  the  measure. 
Is  this  actine  upon  princifSe  ?  is  this  con* 
sistent?  is thb honourable?  isthishonestf 
I  abhor  attacks  upon  individuals,  and  for 
that  very  reason  I  am  now  so  explicit;  ia 
this  a  paradox  i   I  abhor  murder,  and  for 
that  reason,   1   would  han^  an.  assassin* 
What  would  be  a  crime  agamst  the  inno« 
cent,  is   a  duty   against  the  criminal; 
against  such  characters  as  I  have  now  ex* 
posed,  the  law  of  retaliation  should  alwaya 
be  enforced;  an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  i| 
tooth  for  a  tooth,  is  the  only  expedient  by 
which  such  Pharisees  can  be  put  tosi^ 
lence. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Ofynn :  . 

,  Sir;  as  I  have  been  now  so  fireefaf 
charged  with  inconsistency  of  conduct,  I 
take  this  opportunity  again  to  dedare,  that 
no  man  can  have  a  greater  veneration  for 
juries  than  mjrtelf ;  UAt  I  believe  them  to 
be  the  best  securities  against  the  opnres* 
sions  of  the  crown,  and  that  if  it  haa  net 
been  for  them,  we  should  not  have  been 
now  discussing  popular  rights  in  thb 
House.  The  decision  of  a  jury  in  the 
case  of  the  Seven  Bishops,  saveathena* 
tion ;  and  I  should  have  no  pretensions  to 
the  name  of  a  friend  to  the  constitution,  if 
I  encroached  upon  their  powers,  or'  ex* 
pbined  away  their  privileges ;  but  surely 
there  are  cases  in  wnich  the  jurisdiction  of 
a  jury  is  not  competent,  and  I  hope  that 
insuch  cases,  1  may,  without  inconsistency, 
refer  to  the  court.  The  case  to  whidi  the 
hon.,gentleman  alludes  is  one,  and  is  very 
different  from  that  in  which  I  have  com* 
idained,  that  the  righu  of  a  jury  has 
oeen  infringed.  The  cause  that  was  tried 
at  Guildibro>  .was  uon  an  action  upon 
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die  qmCf  wdiioh  depends  upon  a  point 
of  loir,  and  which,  thefefore,  was  not 
oogDiMble  by  a  jury.  I  have  slwmy 
asserted,  that  a  jury  ought  to  enter  into 
the  whofe  merits  of  the  case  before  tiiem, 
logo  into  the  general  issue,  and  gitea 
wraict  accordin^y ;  hot  never,  that  when 
a  difficulty  in  laar  arises  they  arfe  the  pro- 
per judges:  if  1  had  not  hield  the  coints 
to  be  the  depositaries  and  expounders  of 
tiie  law^  ho|ir  could  I  approve  of  special 
verdicts,  which  are  so  ffre4)ueQt  and  so 
eonstittttional  i  A  special  ▼erdict,  Sir,  is 
nothing  jnoce  than  anappesl  from  ibe  jury 
to  the  CQort,  or  rather  an  acinowledgaaent 
of  .the  jury,  Aai  they  are  uocpialined  to 
determine  the  question  before  them :  and 
the  case  which  was  deCesnined  wt  OuiUl- 
Ibrd,  was  involved  in  a  question  of  Jaw,  of 
whidi  they  were,  and  ought  to  hwre  ac- 
knowledaed  thensehres  unqoaliied  to 
lodge :  1  therefore  acted  consistently  and 
constitutionally,  when  I  advised  ny  client 
to  adopt  the  only  method  of  defence 
liMt  remained.  'Bat  suppose  tiiat  I  had 
beUesed  the  measure,  wnich  I  advised -my 
client  to  take,  to  be  vnconstitutiona],  and 
an  eneroacbment  upon  the  provinoe  of  ju- 
ries, will  the  koo.  gentleman  blame  nyf 
eendoct  as  an  advocate)  has  he  never 
pleaded  against  his  own  private  senti- 
ments? hu  he  never  ^en  adviee  in 
Westminfter-haU  which  he  woidd  not 
give  in  this  House?  When  I  come  hi- 
ther, I  lay  aside  the  advo^cate  and  assume 
the  senator.  I  advance  nothing  but 
my  real  opinion,  nothing  but  what  is 
dictated  1^  my  reason,  and  approved  by 
asy  heart:  end  sboe  I  am  provc^edio  k, 
I  now  declare  my  ^nuine  sentiments  of 
oor  justiciary  courts.  1  now  declarethat 
they  ve  not  blameless,  that  they  hate 
been  guilty  of  misdemeanors,  and  .that 
tiiese  are  tust  ^ronnds  for  the  proposed 
enquij^r.  N^pthing  but  peeventing  a  •fair 
eaaniinatiop,  will  prevent  this  from  ap- 
peaisng  :with  undeniable  evidence  i  and 
upon  the  tsoth  of  4iiis  asseittion,  I  stake 
my  whole  credit  with  this  House.  The 
hen.  gentleman  -has  been  pleased  to  jus- 
tify his  attack  upon  my  character,  by 
supposing  that  I  had  rendered  it  notonly 
lawful  but  necessary,  as  felony  and  murder 
render  homicide  lawful  and  necessary  in 
the  hangman,  which  would  otherwise  be 
murder.  I  shall  not ''envy  htm  the  cha- 
cacter  he  has  been  pleased  to  assume; 
but  wh^  he  talks  of  retaliation,  he  ^ould 
aemember,  that  it  can-  never  take  place  ^s 
#1^  be^veenA' criminal  and  bis  woso^ 


enter*  The  ctimiBal 4am  dsriiens  tigb 
to  imng  the  prosecutor,  f ram  the  pronoi. 
tor^  endeavour  to  hang  him,nsiiher€M 
ho  or  hisfrieods4erivea.rightsf  MauBg 
Bse,  from  discovery  jof  ihrn  guik,«iribt 
viewtolNing  them  .to  justice* 

Mr.  Wallace: 

Sir;  it  has  l6ng  age  base  jsak 
and  shrewdly  obseaped,  ihat  there  Mf 
more  ahaamie  reputed  ramtfy  ibr  a  is- 
eaae,  is  a  certain  sign  that  ml  of  iksnai 
ine&ctual:  ifany  ODebadbeencertusia 
itaefiect,  a  sedond  woidd  never  hateliew 
named.  &wm  4heiien. jgenikwiai't  wodi 
of  defence,  a  consequence  maykeAma 
not  more  'fiwoiirable  to  hia  seaaans:  Hhi 
hadibeen  aatiBfiad  with  his  oadawear  is 
shew^at  Jus  oondoot  was  oeasiHeBt,  ti 
wawld  not  have  endeavoured  4e  jaUify  il 
upon  aauppoaitionthat  it  waaotiwrviirt 
them  is  a  proverb  alMMit  twoetoek,olMl 
I  might  apply  upon  this  oeeasion  vsk 
great  propnety  ^  ahe  gentleman  asb  wA 
anairoftriiraMiliow  he  can  approve  ipfr 
cial  veidiote,  it  he  supposes  juries  ts  k 
ooaapetent' in  all  cases?  {  rMdiy  anfscr 
that  I  cannot  tell :  they  eeem  to*  ae  le 
be  wholly  inooaspatlble ;  i>ut  the  aarfsr* 
tune  is,  tnatto  reconcile  them  ^  bit  baa* 
nem  and  not  nnne.  if  I  was  danotedti 
assist  himin  this  dilemma,  I  woon  tkobh 
mend  it  to  him  to  allege,  that  a  sprai 
vaidiot  is  an  appeal  by  the  jury,  and  ast 
from  a  jury ;  and  that  the  law  does  na 
preclude  a  jaiyfrom  takmg  advicesfiki 
court  when  they  themselves  think  it  neeo* 
saiy,  though  it  renders  their deteranosiifli 
final  when'they  do  not.  Bdt,  alai^  fim, 
though  it  may  gwe  colour -to  ibe  suppo» 
tion,  that  a  jury  may  wish  proprietvknf 
in  a  verdict  special,  though  they  ban  n 
all  casea  a  right  4o  find  c»enerally  for  dAer 
party;  it  will  not  at  all  tend 4oahewte 
when  the  jury  atGiuidfordhadtalBao  apM 
them'to  judge  ef4he  question,  wilkeat  n* 
ferringtothe  court  1^  a  special  ver^ 
he  had  a  right  to  app^  from  their  js%- 
ment,  consistent  with  his  owndeUsiatiBBi 
concerning  their  office  and  pover.  It  is 
aurely  one  thing  &r  a  juiy  to  rder  to  the 
court  for  advice,  and  another  to  vff^ 
from  their  judgment,  in  a  pmntwhick  mer 
determined  without  snpposiAg  tlMt  ibej 
needed  any.  Jf  the  jury  are  judlges  ef  Isr 
as  well *as  (act  inHsne-caae^^eyaie  jadps 
of  law  as^well  as  fiM;r  in  all,  essept  vka 
they  voluntarily  wave  their  i^t^  fia^. 
ing  their  verdict  special :  i  iesat  apeo  itr 
that  (ba  jury  Waa  as  conpatentji  Hmsc^ 
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BM,  «8  in  way  of  -ibe  caaee  in  -which  be 
rottJd  have  «Uo«red  them  -to  go  into  4he 
enuiiie  issue;  and  that  in  the  trial  at 
ruildfovd|4iievewas  do  point  of  law  more 
Urieale  or  obscure  t^n  the  'pokit  df  law 
hich  has  produoed  •the  ont*crf  against 
le  judges.  The  ju4ge8,  in  bodi  cases, 
cted  right,  upon  tnj  principles,  but  upon 
is  pritocmles^  Ihe  measure  which  he  re- 
ommended  them  to  take,  was  wrong.  - 

The  learned  serjeant  being  now  ^prir^ 
i  of  oneof -htsatools,  let  ua  aee  bow  hfi 
iH  keep  his  half  aeat  on  the  other ;  ht 
IV8,  thai  in  Westroinster^haH,  ^he  is  an 
iVocete,  and  that  in /this  House  he  is  li 
«ator.  There  is  a  storj,  I  think,  of  a 
Mtain  bishop,  who  on  some  occasion  hatf 
2ted  in  a  military*  character,  and  baring 
Dotracted  the  custom  of  swearing,  was 
!proved  lor  it :  liis  reply  is  said  to  have 
een,  like  that  of  the  serjeant,  *  that  be 
wore  not  as  a  t>i#bop  haX  as  a  colonel  ^ 
but/  said  bu  monitor,  ^  when  the  derQ 
tehes  away  the  colonel  what  will  become 
f  the  bishop  i^  There  is,  I  tbmk,  great 
iference  between  making  the  best  of  a 
id  cause  for  a  man  who  is  not  allowed  to 
lead  for  himself,  and  giving  advice  con- 
ary  to  general  liberty  ^nd  llie  constitu* 
on,  after  a  cause  has  been  justly  and  le- 
dly  determined. 

Either '010  question  at  Gufldibrd  was 
isdy  and  legally  determined,  or  it  was 
ot ;  he  that  says  it  was  not,  most  adopt 
le  principle  whtcb  will  justify  the  judges 
I  the  case  of  Alipon ;  he  that  says  it  was, 
ust  condemn  theseijeant'sappod,  in  the 
me  of 'Home ;  supposing  the  measure  to 
t  uncpnstitufion^f,  the  Serjeant's  charac- 
!r  must  suffer  as  a  man,  not  less  because 
e  did  wrong  in  Westminster-hall,  than  if 
&  had  done  wrong  in  this  House.  I  have 
D  notion  of  dividing  a  man  from  himself: 
3  that  acts  contrary  to  his  eonviction,  and 
ouid  injure  the  rights  of  bis  fellow-sub- 
ct,  and  the  constitution  of  his  countiy  in 
ly  place,  is  unworthy  the  character  of 
\  honest  tfian,  whether  at  the  time  he  is 
tiled  an  advocate  or  a  senator ;  whether 
i  is  in  Westniinster-hall  or  St.  Stephen's 
lapd,  honesty  is  ^e  same  m  all  places ; 
id,  from  wheresoever  a  man  leaves  it  be- 
nd him,  be  wU)  be  followed  bv  disgrace. 
Mr.  Duntdng  then  got  up  and  stated  the 
atter  at  GuiWord.  He  said,  that  the 
ry  acquitted  the  defendant  of  a  libel,  but 
und  him  guilty  of  defamatory  words, 
hat  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn's  appeal  from 
e  jury,  arose  from  a  pobt  of  law,  the' 
lestioDi  Wb^tfaer  ooBStttuenta  when  as- 


senkbhNl  4o  msliuct  the hr  i^spraseutafi vas^ 
have  not «  right  to  utter  then- sentiments 
freely,  and  censure  afe  they  think  proper  f 
Willi  respect  to  <wlildh  question,  the  jury 
Wife  mot  competent.  But  be  add  nothing 
tendmg  to  smew,  that  -a  jury  coald  be  d!^ 
lowed  competent  in  the  ease  of  iymen^ 
consistently  with  ^ewinci^le  upon  -^hidl 
they^ere  denied  to  be  competent  in'ftis. 

« 

Mr.  Jtigbj^  : 

Sir;  Ihavesatwith great  patience; 
and  I  confess,  with  great  comfort,  ddriM 
the  debates  of  the  'Earned  gentlemen^ 
the  long  robe,  which  have  talwn  up  «o 
aauch  of  our  time;  myoomfortart^sfron^ 
fining,  rtiat  I  am  not  mutfh  a  loser  by  th^ 
want  of  thifir  learning  and  knowledge,^ 
liiereis  not  the  least  agreement  of  optnitm 
among  them,  whidi  f^n  oidy  arise  from 
their  being  equiM^fhAleto  error  and  mis* 
tsite  with  such  miosant  and  unlearned 
men  as  myself,  i  have  a  great  comfort 
too,  in  reflecting,  that  no  aotbtnrfty  is 
established  to  whidi  it  would  become  me 
implicitly  to  submit,  but  that  I  may  claim 
my  right  of  private  judgment  without  pre* 
sumption,  and  exercise  it  without  dangei'. 
Let  me  then  observe,  for  the  benefit  ef 
my  unlettered  brethren  in  this  House,  that 
one  point  has  been  universally  admitted'; 
It  appears  to  be  an  established  and  uocoo- 
froverted  pinctple,  that  the  practice  of 
l9ie  Attomev  General,  in  fifing  infiirma-r 
tions  tX'fyfao^  is  at  least  of  so  lone 
Staadinff,  as  to  be  immemorial,  that  it  » 
founded  in  the  law,  and  is  a  imrt  bf  the 
constitutiotn  as  it  aow  stands.  IfV^e  are  now 
gdiig  upon  a  qnestioni  whether  in  thk 
particidar  the  constitution  should  be 
amended ;  and  I  wmdd  only  recommend 
it  tageatieraen,  to  i«Aect  before  they  de- 
termine in  consequenoa  of  the  curious  pro- 
posal thet  has  been  made  oa  .to  new  model 
thepowier  of  the  Ait4Nmey  General,  that 
undenied  by  any  one  single  opinion^  it  ia 
determined  to  be,  as  it  is  now  exercised, 
leij^y  fun4am€sitid»  and  of  unquestionable 
authority. 

After  this  speech  the  question  was  cla- 
morously called  for;  but  .  when  the 
Speaker  rose  to  read  it,  Mr.  Pownall  da- 
sired  to  be  beard;  the  Speaker  bavinf 
again  sat  down, 

Mr.  Potoaoi^  observed,  to  goimmediatelj 
to  the  question,  would  be  to  admit,  what 

&hpBOiirabie  fleotleBMa  who  spoke  last 
advanced,  tMt  the  pow^  of  the  At- 
torney General  was,  undenied  by  a  singli 
Toioe,  legale  fundamenttli  and  iH  unquea- 


ISII]        11  GEORGE  lU.       Setjefoa  Gh^U  Moiknfar  a  CmmkUe     [1211 


tionable  authority.  Henud,  that  he  was 
himself  a  living  refutation  of  that  opinion ; 
tliat  his  voice  was  dissenting,  an4  that  he 
absolutely  denied  the  l^ality  and  authentic 
city  of  the  power  in  question.  He  oflfered 
to  shew,  tliat  the  exercise  of  it  was  neither 
legal  nor  constitutional,  neither  authorized 
by  the  common  or  the  statute  law,  except 
where  the  process  is  specially  directed. 
He  affirmed,  on  the  contrary,  that  our  law 
neither  acknowledges  nor  knows  an3rmode, 
by  which  a  supposed  criminal  can  be  put 
upon  his  trial,  out  that  of  indictment  or 
the  presentment  of  his  country*  He  pro- 
ceeaed  to  the  following  effect.  The  very 
mode  of  information  is  a  process  in  tfaie 
civil  law,  and  from  the  practice  of  the  civil 
law  it  is  borrowed.  Iniormation  under  the 
name  of  suggestion  to  the  king  is  indeed 
of  ancient  use,  but  it  was  n^ver  a  mode  of 
proceeding  in  the  King's-bench  or  courts 
of  law.  It  was  a  proceeding  before  the 
king  in  council,  and  was  the  rise  of  the 
Star-chamber,  as  appears  in  the  statutes  of 
Edward  the  third  now  upon  your  table ; 
but  it  was  never  admtttea  in  die  Klng's- 
bench  till  the  establishment  of  the  Star- 
chamber,  in  the  ^ime  of  Henry  ?•  Since 
that  period,  there  are  some  precedents, 
but  before  that  period  the  most  learned  of 
the  long  robe  cannot  produce  one. 

Here  some  gentlemen  intimated,  by 
shaking  their  heads,  that  Mr.  Pownall  was 
wrong,  and  the  question  was  again  called 
for.  Mr.  Pownall  took  notice  of  the  inti^ 
mation,  and  called  upon  those,  who  gave 
signs  of  dissent  from  what  he  said,  to  prove 
the  contrary ;  but  the  question  was  stil) 
.called  for,  and  being  at  length  put,  the 
House  divided.    The  Yeas  went  rorUi. 

Tellen. 

fMr.  Dundas      -    - 
(^Mr;  Cooper       -    - 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


Noes 


:}l64. 


Debate  in  the  Commons  en  Serjeant 
Gtynn^t  Motion^ur  a  Committee  to  enquire 
into  the  Adminutration  of  Criminal  «/ta- 
iicey  and  the  Proceedings  of  the  Judges  in 
Westminster  HaU^  particularly  in  cases  re^ 
lating  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Press,  and 
the  Constitutional  Power  and  Duty  of 
Juries,'}*    December  6.  The  House  was 

^  This  important  Debate  is  taken  princi- 
pslly  from  «  ptmpblet  entitled  *«  Vox  Senat^s^* 
(the  speeches  in  which  were  reported  by  Mr. 
William  Woodfall),  and  from  the  London  and 
Gentleman^fi  Magazines. 


moved,  that  the  entry  in  the  Votes,  of  the 
14th  day  of  November  las^  that  the 
Grand  Committee  for  Courts  of  Jiotia 
do  sit  every  Saturday  in  the  aftenMxio,  io 
the  House,  might  be  read.  Andthcaae 
being  read  accordingly ; 

Mr.  Serjeant  Giynn  tpAt  thus: 

Sir ;  iprhen  any  daogeroos  inoon- 
tion  threatens  the  constitution,  iikik 
duty  of  every  Englishman  to  take  tk 
alarm,  and  to  guard  so  invaluable  a  domb- 
sion.  It  is  an  inheritance  leftus^oo 
fore&thers,  and  we  ought  to  tranioitk 
undimmished  to  our  posterity.  Notcdj 
our  own  interest,  but  that  of  future  ago, 
is  concerned ;  and  if,  through  iadoleia 
or  timidity,  we  relinquish  the  former,  ve 
cannot  abandon  the  latter  without  impletj. 
If  the  charges,  which  I  am  goiagtoMe, 
are  well  foimded,^  this  is  at  preseat  the 
case.  The  palladitun  of  our  libmies  iod 
properties  is  undermined,  if  notsubfertd. 
It  becomes  us,  therefore,  to  be  figikt, 
and  to  check  encroachment  whereteriii 
found.  Unfit,  as  tlie  infirmities  of  e? 
bodj  make  me,  for  taking  the  lead  in  tb 
affair,  yet  I  could  not  perauade  myself  tj 
be  wanting  to  qit  country  in  such  to  » 
sential  cause.  If  I  should  not  answer  ie 
expectation,  nor  that  of  my  frieods,  ther 
must  take  the  will  for  Uie  deed ;  for,  bot • 
ever  weak  the  flesh  may  he,  the  ^iritii 
strongly  inclined  to  their  service. 

A  report  is  gone  abroad,  and  seemi  a 
have  gained  universal  credit,  that  tbe 
judges  of  Westminster-hall  are  unfnotd^ 
to  juries.  It  is  not  only  insinoated,  but 
confidently  affirmed,  that  they  eoooid 
upon  the  constitutional  power  of  joncH 
and  lay  down  false  law,  m  order  to  mtr 
lead  them  in  their  verdict.  Is  not  this  t 
crime  of  the '  first  magnitude  f  It  csis<< 
be  denied.  I  have  heard  it  asserted,  tha 
if  ever  the  liberties  of  this  countrjav 
lost,  they  must  be  Imt  in  Westminiter- 
hall.  Ought  not  we,  then,  to  be  very  jet* 
lous  of  any  new  practices  which  prevail  ii 
that  sanctuary  of  law  ?  Nothii|g  can  It 
more  evident.  We  ought  fieqoentk  n 
inspect  the  conduct  of  our  judgei,  and  a«t 
to  leave  the  order  which  has  been  aov 
read,  a  mere  idle  form,  without  Tirtoe  « 
energy.  Our  ancestors  have  set  us  mssj 
examples  of  this  s6rt.  They  frequeatlj 
reprimanded  and  punished  the  miscoodotf 
of^  judgeB.  It  would  be  superfluous  ^ 
produce  instances ;  they  must  aW  up* 
the  memory  of  every  man  that  is  coote:- 
sant  in  our  history.    Ip  there^<''^' 
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€d  the  great,  forty  of  them  w^e  hanged, 
his  preciedent  1  do  not  mention  as  an  ex- 
nple  for  your  imitation.  All  I  mean,  is 
}  shew  you  that  there  is  in  judges  no  pe- 
iliar  sanctities  to  secure  them  from  the 
ailties  of  other  men.  Their  conduct, 
lerefore,  ought  to  be  narrowly  watched, 
he  more  important  their  station,  the  more 
*tiYe  ought  our  jealousy  to  be.  The  pe* 
iliarity  of  the  predicament  in  which  I 
and,  will  not  allow  me  to  step  forth  as  an 
xuser  on  this  occasion.  Nor  is  it  so 
loch  my  intention  to  impeach  any  parti- 
liar  persons  as  to  rouse  you  to  an  en- 
tiiry,  that  you  may  act  according  to  the 
roofii  which  shall  appear. 

If  the  enquiry  should  turn  out  in  favour 
r  the  judges,  my  mortification  at  being 
listaken  tnll  be  fully  balanced  by  the  joy 
faich  I  shall  feel  at  seeing  the  nation 
roundlessly  alarmed.  But,  alas !  I  fear 
lat  will  not  be  the  case.  Nay,  I  will  be 
»Id  to  say,  that  it  cannot  possibly  be  the 
ise.  The  misdemeanors  with  which  they 
re  charged  are  of  too  black  a  dye,  and  of 
H>  great  authenticity,  to  share  such  a 
ite.  They  are  accused  of  allowing  the 
iry  the  only  cogaizance  of  the  fact,  and 
P  reserving  to  themselves  the  right  of 
idgin^  of  the  intention.  The  intention 
I  considered  as  a  matter  of  law,  which  is 
eyood  the  sphere  of  a  jury.  In  the  case 
f  a  libel,  for  example,  the  jury  is  only 
ermitted  to  determme  whether  it  was 
ublished  by  the  culprit,  and  whether  it  is 
}plicable  to  the  person  stated  in  the  in* 
ictment,  or  information.  Whether  he 
Kigned  to  do  an  injury  or  service,  is  de- 
lated totally  immaterial  to  them. .  They 
lust  bring  him  in  guilty.  The  malice  or 
iDocence  must  be  left  as  a  matter  of  fii* 
ire  consideration  to  the  judge,  who  must 
ive  each  its  due  weight  as  an  aggravation, 
r  extenuation,  according  to  the.  nature  of 
le  case.  Now  I  am  at  a  loss  to  deter- 
line  whence  this  species  of  law  is  derived. 

am  sure  that  it  is  not  dictated  by  na- 
iral  justice ;  for  that  informs  me  that 
le  essence  of  guilt  consists  in  the  inten- 
on,  and  that  he  who  kills  his  father  unde- 
gaedly  is  as  innocent  as  a  young  tree 
lat  overtops  its  parent,  and  at  last  de- 
roys  it,  by  consuming  all  the  juice  and 
9arishment  afforded  by  the  surrounding 
irth.  Nor  does  the  positive  seem  to 
iiftSr  from  the  natural  law.  At  least  the 
>de  of  English  jurisprudence  is  the  same, 
T  robberv  and  murder,  without  inten- 
3n,  lose  their  name,  and  assume  that  of 
sspass  and  nuiailaughter.    If  a  father 
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sends  to  his  son  a  letter  couched  in  th^ 
most  acrimonious  expressions,  yet  there  i^ 
a  precedent  for  acquirtiog  him  of  a  libel,' 
if  it  appears  that  tne  object  at  which  htf 
aimed  was  the  reformation  of  his  son ;  or,* 
in  other  words,  if  it  be  clear  that  he  did 
not  write  with  a  malicious  intention.  But 
it  may  be  alleged,  though  reason  and  the 
general  principle  of  law  are  on  our  side, 
precedents  dedare  against  us.  I  will  take 
upon  me  to  say,  that  there  are  none  of 
good  authority,  nor  indeed  of  bad  or  good 
authority,  that  militate  agbinst  me.  The 
general  tenor  of  our  decisions  allows  juried 
the  right  of  judging  of  the  intention* 
Were  not  this  fact,  upon'  what  grounds 
could  the  Seven  Bishops  have  been  acquit- 
ted i  they  acknowledged  the  pfublication, 
they  acknowledged  the  application  alleged 
in  the  information.  What  then  could  be 
left  to  the  cognizance  of  the  jury  i  No* 
thiuR  but  the  intention,  with  which  they 

{mbluhed  and  applied.  That  the  jury 
bund  to  be  good,  and  therefore  they  ac* 
quitted,  to  the  great  joy  of  all  good  men, 
and  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole  natioki* 
Nor  does  it  appear,  that  the  judges  ever 
instructed  Junes  to  confine  their  enquiry 
solely  to  the  fact  of  publication,  and  the 
truth  of  the  innuendoes.  These  were  seU 
dom  or  never  denied.  Juries,  therrfore, 
would  have  been  useless,  if  diey  had  no 
other  object  to  examine  but  what  was  con- 
fessed. I  allow,  indeed,  that  there  was 
one  judge  who  seemed  to  give  a  colour  to 
this  doctrine ;  but  then  his  violent  and  un« 
constitutional  proceedings  deprived  him  of 
all  authority.  Because  a  juryman  would 
not  agree  to  a  verdict  which  his  eleven  as- 
sessors were  willing  to  find,  he  threw  him 
into  prison.  The  rest  of  his  conduct  was 
of  a  piece.  What  inference  then  can  be 
drawn  from  his  conduct  i  I  would  as  soon 
seek  for  a  precedent  in  the  Star-chamber, 
as  in  his  practice.  Judge  Powell  too,  and 
his  coadiutors,  are  supposed  to  have  coun« 
tenanced  this  innovation  y  but  that  suppo* 
sition  will,  upon  examination,  be  fbuna  to 
be  groundless.  Need  I  say  more  to  con- 
vince you,  that  the  maxim  which  I  am  ex- 
posing, stands  unsupported  by  law  or  gos- 
^^l  ?  More  cases  might  be  produced,  but 
hope  that  I  have  quoted  enough  to  excite 
you  to  an  enquiry. 

This,  grievous  as  it  is,  is  not  the  only 
complaint.  A  master  is  adjudged  to  be 
responsible,  in  criminal  cases,  for  the  mis- 
demeanors of  his  servanL  A  bookseller  ia 
pronounced  to  be  by  law  guilty,  though 
ne  waa  not  ia  his  house  when  the  cquea  oS 
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I  tUali  wmM  b6  ft  iaflhieit  MAoiitjyiMt 
by  their  piiUic  acts.  A  gmk  pirt  if 
their  last  R«riicMitlr8iioe>  m  a  bnet  nK» 
live  of  the  injariea  nwliiiiid  fram  tk 
judges.  They  there  conpkhi  of  the » 
croechmeBla  made  by  tbemapoa  the  jm 
diction  of^  joriea.  They  thm  coopls 
that  juriea  are  not  alkiwcd  to  go  ioto  At 
^eral  issue,  but  are  eoafined  to  tht 
simple  fact  and  appficatioii.  Whatnai 
can  yoo  desire  to  authenticste  mj  aaa* 
vlion  >  What  more  can  you  desire  to  pran^ 
that  the  same  opinion  preraili  oier  it 
whole  realm?  London  is  not  oolylk 
centre  of  trade  and  commerce,  bat  of  hm 
and  politics.  Its  opinion  of  ttste  abin 
soon  circulates  round  the  iskod,  ok)  Ik* 
comes  thai  of  the  country.  And,  let  or 
teil  you,  it  ia  not  without  reaeoo,  tint  ik 
rest  of  the  empire  is  so  ready  to  idopi  ii 
sentiments.  The  cttiaena  are  sttk  lej 
source  of  inteliigenoe,  and  notfaisg  of  «• 
sequence  caw  escape  their  ks^wkdfL 
The  generality  of  thiaBw  are  free  asdioit 
pendent^  bocanse  they  neither  hwct  m 
expect,  plaoesor  pensions, or colllnct^(I 
lucrative  jobs.  Heno9  tb^  are  not » 
led  by  murepicsentasion  nor  im|Md  ^ 
interest.  No  wonder*  then,  if  tiier  oh 
respendenis,  who  are  sm  oumerowsi  ^ 
are  widely  extended,  gsre  resd^inla' 
tirecredit  to  their  reperta;  espeoaUjaK 
men  are*  naturally  disposed  to  believe  tbov* 
whose  veracity  they  have  experienced  a 
other  oooasions.  Their  strict  adbemcett 
truth,  in  mercantile  affiurs,  gbcf  iopo^ 
tical  transactions,  a  currency  to  ikoK^ 
nion,  which  cannol  be  expected toacns- 
pany  that  of  the  courtiers,  except  vitb 
the  verge  of  the  court.  Mav  I,  then,  ttb 
it  for  granted^  that  tbebauopioinco 
ceived  of  our  courta  of  jusiioe  is,  if  »t 
quite  universal,  pretty  general  over  tbe 
kingdoaa?  I  think  tbtscondostoD  bist^ 
raUy  dadueible  from  what  I  hsve  oov  i^ 
vaniced*.  If  I  am  right  in  tbupsTtids. 
ia  it  not  evident  that  the  comokter « 
enquiry  proposed  by  the  learaed  s^0b| 
is  indispensably  neceasarr?  I  am  csovaoa 
that  na  other  scheme  wfll  reflMvetlKj^ 
sent  doubts  and  jealousies  of  tlie  pcop 
The  grievaneaa  ia  quertion  sie  of  w^ 
great  magnitode,  and  nave  toojuitsto 
dation  to  yield  to  any  weaker  P^?**  ,  . 
my  own  part;  1  amsofuUy  oosviooeda 
this  troth,  and  of  themal-adtaiinirtntxa' 
justice^  that  I  am  williog'to  snsi^  ■* 
only  measures,  but  men.  Mjcmf»^ 
were  once  on  the  point  of  takii^  tl^*^ 
I  shouUi ntheraibte»  but  ill  psite* 


Hbt  Vbdf  lor  which  he  was  pnosecutedy 
were  brought  to  his  diop,  though  they 
were  sold  without  his  knowledge,  tbowh 
kis  name  had  been  printed  on  the  title- 
page  without  his  privity  or  consent, 
Sboi^,  upon  hia  return,  he  sent  back  the 
aemaming  copies*  and  complained  of  the 
lib^r^  whicD  had  been  taken  with  his 
name.  Now,  though  I  confess,  that  in  a 
civil  action,  the  sufferer  oueht  to  recover 
damages,  even  from  the  invduntary  author 
•f  any  injury  that  he  has  sustained,  yet  I 
think  it  contrary  to  all  ideas  of  justioe^ 
thai  such  a  trespasser  should  be  prose* 
cnted  aa  a  bad  man,  and  a  puUic  deHn- 
qnent* 

•  Thia  is  blending  civil  and  crimtaal  ac- 
tions, and  introductnff  irremediable  confu- 
sion into  the  law.  Ifsacb  conduct  be  un« 
constitutional  and  unjust,  how  can  the 
culprithe  found  guilty  ?  The  case  exceeds 

alarmed  with  it ;  nor  will  their  nlaiin  be 
senoved,  but  by  a  thorough,  an  honest 
enquiry.  This  you  wiU  be  the  more  die* 
Msed  to  believe,  when  I  assure  you,  that 
1  will  prove  all  mralleffatians by  respecS- 
teble  wimemi,  who  ^TwiUiii;  i^ 
called  upon,  to  appear  at  your  bar.  In 
con6dence  of  their  support,  and  ci  your 
approbation,  I  move, 

**  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  administration  of  Criminal 
Jnatioe,  and  the  Proceedings  of  the  Judges 
ins  Westminster^hall,  particularly  in  cases 
sekting  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Preas,  and 
the  constitutiooal  Power  and  Du^  of 
Juries.*' 

Mr.  Alderman  Oliver : 

Sir;  as  the  representative  <^a  great 
city,  in  which  the  charges  made  favmy 
hon.  friend,  have  been  and.  are  still  the 
topics  of  general  oonveisatioo,  I  must  say, 
aoi  universal  opinion  prevails  that  our 
courts  of  justice  are  not  always  regulated 
ia.'their  deoiaioos' either  by  the  pnnciples 
of  law  or  the  spirit  of  tlie  constituttan. 
Myconstiiuenta  think  that  they  have  aeen 
aad  £dt  the  baneitil  efleots  of.  court  in<^ 
fluence  and  tory  doctrines,  la  their  ap- 
prehension maxims  •  of  jurisprudence, 
which,  sap  the  foundation  of  our  free  go- 
vernment, have  been  countenanoed  and 
propagated  by  those  very  men,  who  ousht 
to  preserve  the^  purity  of  our  laws,  and  to 
cheek  every  innovation  upon  the  rights  of 
the  people..  But  how,  you  will  ask,  do  I 
know  this  to  be  the*  general  belief  of  the 
citiaense  Not  only  by  oomrersatiooi  which 
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idttt^^  which  I  owe  thein»  if  I  did  not  adopt 
their  sentiments.  For  this  reason,  it  is 
jny  desire,  that  the  committee  should  have 
£oK  a  particular  object  of  its  enquiry,  tlie 
conduct  of  the  chief  delinquent^  whom  I 
believe  to  be  lord  chief  justice  Mans- 
field. The  enquiry  proposed  may  do 
inucli  good,  and  cannot  possibly  produce 
the  least  harm.  If  the  judges  are  corrupt; 
Ifaey  ought  to  be  punished  in  an  exemplary 
manner ;  if  they  are  otherwise,  the  proof 
of  their  innocence  will  re-establish  them 
effectually  in  the  good  opioioo  of  tlie 
people. 

Sir  Joseph  Matober/  •* 

Sir;  coming  from  a  county  in 
vrblch  the  conduct  of  a  judge  has  made 
great  noise,  and  given  occasion  to  much 
noeasiness,  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me 
to  take  up  the  affair  in  this  House,  which 
IS  the  grand  inquest  of  tlie  nation,  and 
Might  therefore  to  examine  even  into  im- 
puted grievances.  The  aftair  which  1  mean, 
18  the  trial  of  the  Scotch  serjeant,  at  Guild- 
lord,  for  the  murder  of  Smith,  a»  inn- 
kaeper.  The  judge  in  that  case  acted,  it 
prould  seem,  in  a  manner  still  more  dan- 
ji^erous  and  unconstitutional,  than  the 
K^tng's*bench  in  their  doctrine  concerning 
iibek.  After  the  jury  had  found  the  Ser- 
jeant guiltv  of  murder,  the  merciful  judge 
iffittned  that  they  mistook  the  nature  of 
lie  case,  and  insisted  upon  their  being 
^]ty  of  a  misnomer  in  christening  with 
he  name  of  murder  an  act,  which  only 
(mounted  to  man-slaughter.  In  short,  he 
ibliged  them  to  go  baek,  and  to  find  the 
tulprit  guilty  only  of  man-slaughter.  Such 
s  Ciie  voice  of  common  faoie;  such  is  the 
'oice  of  all  our  publications,  of  our  news- 
Apjera,  masazines,  and  pamphlets.  If  it 
peaks  truth,  ought  not  the  delinquent  to 
«  punished  i  At  any  rate  we  should  en- 
[uire  into  the  transaction.  For  the  people 
re  not  without  suspicions  that  a  partiality 
MT  the  military,  a  predilection  for  these 
i^atlenien  who  discovered  sueh  alacrity  ia 
xecttting  the  coqimMids  of  the  ministry, 
IS  the  memorable  day,  that  saw  so  nan  v 
f  hie  Majesty's  innocent  subjects  perish 
I  St*  George's-fields,  contributed  to  pr o- 
ace  this  righteoup  judgment.  Without 
iippoeing  the  ioterpoaition  of  the  mi- 
ietry,  thev  cannot  see  how  a  judge  could 
e  Induced  to  controul  the  judgment  of  a 
iry  in  a  plain  matter  of  fact,  of  which 
ley  wefe  as  well  qualified  to  judge,  as  the 
Meet  splitter  of  causes  in  Westidinster- 
alL  lliey  begin  to  fear,  that  if  ju^^s 
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are  allowed  to  assume  such  dictatorial. au- 
thority, juries  will  become, 'instead  of  buU 
warks  of  the  constitution,  mere  engines  to 
cloak  the  oppression  of  magistrates.  For 
these  reasons,  I  wish  that  the  qpmmittee 
may  be  directed  to  enquire,  not  only  into 
the  conduct  of  lord  Mansfield,  hut  likewise 
into  tliat  of  sir  Sidney  Stafford  Smythe. 

Mr.  Alderman  Saxabridze  : 

Sir;  though  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  learned  serjetint  who  introduced  this 
motion,  has  supported  it  with  a  series  of 
arguments  that  cannot  be  overturned; 
yet,  I  think,  the  nature  of  the  case  and 
the  sentiments  of  the  great  city,  with 
which  I  am  so  closely  connected,  de- 
mand a  iiiw  words  from  me  on  such  an 
interesting  occasion.  1  would,  then,  ask 
those  gentlemen,  who  wish  to  defend  the 
late  decisions  of  the  King's-bench,  whe* 
they  can  possibly  conceive  a  crime  with- 
out a  criminal  intent?  We  never  ascribe 
criminality  to  inanimate  objects,  let  their 
efforts  be  ever  so  ruinous.  The  fire  which 
burns,  or  the  water  which  suffocates,  is 
never  deemed  guilty  of  the  death  which 
it^  occasions.  What  is  the  reason  i  Be« 
cause  it  is  incapable  of  thought  and  de» 
sign.  Since,  then,  unintelligent  natures 
are  for  this  reason  incapable  of  guilt,  it  ia 
plain  that  rational  beings  stand  in  the 
same  predicament,  when  they  act  under 
the  same  circumstances.  Design  consti* 
tutes  the  very  essence  of  guilt,  and,  with- 
out it,  human  actions  are  no  more  the 
objects  of  pujojshment  or  reward,  than  the 
effects  pr^auced  by  stocks  and  stones. 
Suppose  xxiy  horse  carried  away,  but  that 
the  man  who  did  this  action,  did  it  with 
no  felonioua  intention,  but  mbtook  the 
horse  for  his  own,  no  crime  can  be  laid  to 
bis  char^  He  is  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses guiltless,  because  he  meant  no  harm* 
This  proposition  is  evident  beyond  con- 
tradiction ;  and  I  defy  any  lawyer  to  shew 
any  cause,  ia  which  guilt  can  be  imputed 
without  first  prorinff  a  crimiaid  intention* 
1  say,  I  defjr  any  lawyer  to  produce  a 
single  case,  in  which  the  intention  does 
not  constitute  the  essence  of  the  crime.^— 
[Here  the  heo«  gentleman  paused  for 
some  minutes,  and  kept  the  House  in 
anxious  expectation  for  the  sequel;  at 
last,  the  Speaker  said^  **  I  dare  say  the 
House  will  excuse  Mr.  Sawbrid^e."  Al- 
derman Sawbridge  then  said,  *<  My  spirits 
are  in  such  a  flutter  (bat  I  believe  X  can* 
not.  proceed."  j 
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Mr*  Charles  Jenkinson  .* 

Sir;  since  I  first  had  the  honour 
of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  nerer  saw  it 
disgraced  with  so  irregular,  so  unprece- 
dented, so  absurd  a  motion  as  the  one 
which  now  lies  before  you.  Never  do  I 
recollect  an  occasion  on  which  I  either 
was,  or  had  reason  to  be  shocked  with 
such  an  unparliamentary,  such  an  un- 
candid  proceeding.  1  am  not,  therefore, 
surprised  at  the  hesitation,  embarrassment 
and  confusion,  of  some  members.  Though 
the  movers  of  the  question  had  it  obvi- 
ously in  their  power  to  bring  a  specific 
charge  against  the  objects  of  their  com- 
plaints, if  there  had<been  any  real  ground 
for  what  they  alledge ;  they  have  chosen 
to  keep  the  point  as  vague  and  undeter- 
mined as  possible,  and  to  fix  upon  vulgar 
report  as  the  basis  of  so  important  an  en- 
quiry. Instead  of  ascertaining^  the  par- 
ticular crimes,  and  the  particular  persons 
that  are  aimed  at,  they  have  left  the  mo- 
tion general>,  and  as  applicable  to  one 
ju(lse  as  to  another. 

The  vehement  zeal,  it  ia  true,  of  two 
members  remarkable  for  their  extensive 
knowledge  and  oratorical  talents,  has  spe- 
cified two  of  the  supposed  delinquents. 
But  this  makes  no  alteration  in  the  state 
of'  the  motion.  It  remains  as  vague  and 
undetermined  as  ever.  What  is  the  rea*- 
son  that  it  was  thus  left  floating,  like  a  tub 
thrown  out  to  the  whale  ?»-that  every  pa- 
triot might  have  room  to  have  a  stroke  at 
the  judges,  by  adopting  every  scandalous 
report,  and  charging  upon  thein  the  ima- 
ginaiT  crimes,  wnich  have  been  forged  in 
the  furnace  of  sedition,  and  crammed 
down  the  throats  of  a  deluded  populace. 
Had  there  been  any  just  foundation  for 
this  motion,  you  would  have  come  to  the 
attack  armed  in  a  di^ent  manner.  Every 
culprit  would  have  been  marked  out,  and 
branded  in  the  forehead  with  his  crime. 
Every  cloven  foot  would  have  been  stripped 
naked  to  the  view.  But  knowing  this  to 
be  impossible,  because  no  real  crime  ex- 
isted, you  copied  the  example  of  the  li- 
bellers, who  nave  traduced  their  charac- 
ters ;  you  left  an  open  field  for  all  kind  of 
aspersion.  Where  you  could  not  fix 
crime,  you  determinea  to  fix  odium.  Pro- 
tected by  the  privilege  of  the  House,  you 
resolved  to  add  fuel  to  the  fire  of  popular 
lealousy,  and,  since  you  could  not  ruin 
by  open  conviction,  to  ruin  by  bold  as- 
sertions, by  am^guous  hints,  and  dark 
inuendos* 


Sir,  yon  will  pardon  me  for  tpetkio^ 
with  so  much  warmth.  The  two  illustn* 
ous  judges,  who  have  been  now  lo  ao- 
worthily  treated,  are  my  particahirfnends; 
and  I  know  them  to  be  men  of  ufitainted 
honour,  of  uncorruptible  integrity,  as  weQ 
as  of  distinguiahed  abilities.  1  have  do 
reason  to  suppose  any  of  tbeir  iceas«n 
to  be  their  superiors,  and  indeed  Mr 
their  equab,  in  any  virtue.  Why,  thd, 
should  1  not  follow  their  example,  wind 
they  have  set  me,  and  treat  thein  wnfatb* 
same  freedom,  with  which  thev  ha?e  trai. 
ed  greater  men  ?  I  do  not  understsnd  tk 
sort  of  politeness,  which  receives  vitbou! 
any  emotion,  injurious  attacks  upon  ocr 
friends. 

The  present  motion  is  so  iniidioasiT 
urged,  that  I  almost  blush  for  fts  pro- 
moters. For  shame,  gentlemen,  be  b> 
genuous.  If  you  really  think  that  tben 
as  been  any  mal-administratioo  m  oor 
courts  of  justice,  come  forth  and  make  a 
open^and  direct  charge.  Do  doC  tisb 
fVom  hedges  and  ditches.  Do  not  like 
Indians,  keep  up  an  irregular  but  nunlr* 
ous  fire  fi'om  bushes  and  thickets.  If  ^ 
must  perish,  let  us  perish  in  the  ftce  ct 
day.  Do  not  by  dark  insinuations  d 
unsupported  charges,  make  us  objects  i 
vengeance  to  a  deluded  rabble.  HadTK 
aimed  only  at  truth,  and  the  real  goodct 
the  state,  you  could  not  be  st  a  ka 
for  the  proper  method  of  proceedic:. 
You  had  precedents  enough  before  tm 
Hook's  case,  for  example,  in  the  reign  d 
queen  Anne,  is  a  compass  by  which  joe 
might  have  steered.  Serjeant  Hoot  oi» 
of  the  Welch  judges,  had  a  specific  chirfr 
brought  against  him  for  extorting  ^ 
from  the  courts.  The  charge  was  bm^ 
and  supported  bj  lord  Berkelev ;  but  here. 
there  is  no  specific  charge,  and  after  tair! 
aspersions  have  been  thrown  outin  co^ 
sequence  of  suspicion,  we  aredesrtdtc 
enquire  whedier  that  suspicion  is  ^ 
founded.  Our  forefiithers  did  oot  d^ 
to  ground  their  verdict  upon  the  viO(x> 
tain  voice  of  the  multitude.  Thej  vftiM 
have  something  fixed  and  pennan(i9i| 
Why  do  not  you  tread  in  th«r  steps 
That  you  may  not  pretend  ignorance,  I 
have  pointed  it  out,  and  it  is  yoarbc^ 
ness  to  avail  yourselves  of  the  inteHigeoce. 
if  you  wish  to  be  thought  in  earnest,  ort» 
acquire  the  character  of  honesty  and  p^r* 
liamentary  precision. 

Sh',!f  this  House  is  to  proceed  in  OBJ 

ters  of  importance  upon  popular  rep^^ 
instead  of«pecificaccttsatioD|ever7gro<^ 
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(8s  lye  in  our  Dew8-pa|ien  will  be  bq  ob- 
;ct  of  encfuiry ;  and  we  shall  be  so  talcen 
p  in  the  examination  of  mere  surmisesy 
Dat  we  shall  never  have  a  leisure  moment 
}r  the  real  business  of  the  nation.  The 
on.  gentleman  who  made  this  motion, 
iy»  he  can  prove  what  he  asserts ;  why 
len  does  he  deal  in  generals ;  why  does 
ot  he  make  a  particular  charge,  and  tell 
s  in  what  smgle  instance,  aqy  single 
idge  is  criminal?  The  reason  is  evident; 
ie  injustice  of  his  allegation  would  dis- 
ppoint  his  views,  and  give  the  friends  of 
le  accused  an  opportunity  of  vindicating 
lein,  whereas  by  making  a  motion,  which 
e  is  sensible  neither  our  dignity,  nor  our 
onour,  can  admit  us  to  adopt  from  its 
pparent  indetermination,  he  hopes  to  in- 
rease  the  popular  clamour  against  the 
idges  and  the  House,  and  strives  to  in- 
olves  both  in  one  seeming  act  of  crimi- 
ality.  The  motive  is  mean,  as  the  con* 
uct  is  uncandid,  and  I  trust  will  be  treat- 
i  with  proper  contempt  by  this  assembly. 

Mr.  Connel: 

Sir;  I  cannot  disapprove  the 
arnith  discovered  by  the  last  speak- 
r  in  the  ^ause  of  his  friends ;  if  it  is 
ot  laudable,  it  is  at  least  excusable.  If 
e  cannot  praise  his  discretion,  we  must 
pplaud  his  zeal.  He  does  not  desert  his 
sitrons  in.  the  hour  of  their  distress,  but 
^nds  a  helping  hand  to  lift  them  out  of 
ie  pit,  jnto  which  they  are  falling,  fiut 
bile  I  thas  do  justice  to  the  virtues  of 
is  heart,  let  me  not  be  supposed  to  pay 
ie  same  compliment  to  his  head.  When 
le  passions  are  engaged,  tlie  understand- 
ig  IS  seldom  to  be  trusted.  I  am  mis- 
iken,  if  this  is  not  the  fate  of  the  hon. 
entleman  on  this  occasion.  His  mental 
|re  is  jaundiced,  and  prevented  him  from 
^eing  the  motion  in  its  true  colours.  If 
lis  was  not  the  case,  how  could  he  charge 
ie  supporters  of  it  with  sinister  views, 
erely  because  the  charges  are  not  speci- 
3d  ?  had  every  article  of  complaint  been 
ade  specific  and  applied  to  individuals, 

he  desires,  there  would  have  been  room 
r  accusing  the  promoters  of  the  motion 

th  a  mean,  a  malicious  personality, 
hey  might  well  be  charged  with  aiming 

the  rum  of  particular  men,  more  than 

the  redress  of  grievances.  Their  beha- 
our  might  with  some  plausibility  be  at- 
ibuted  to  private  and  selfish,  not  to  pub- 
:  and  disinterested,  motives.  Calumny 
ould  have  some  grounds  for  making  free 
ith  their  characters^  and  hanging  them 


out  to  public  scorn  as  despicable  pretendem 
to  patriotism. 

In  order  to  avoid  this  imputation,  and 
to  be  above  all  suspicion,  tlie  learned  ser» 
jeant  set  out  upon  alar^e  and  liberal  plan; 
a  plan  so  comprehensive,  that  it  wdl  in- 
elude  ever^  possible  crime  and  every  pos- 
sible criminal,  ai^  yet  so  very  delicate 
that  it  marks  out  no  particular  person. 
What  would  gentlemen  have?  Would 
they  have  the  learned  serjeant  come  for- 
ward as  an  informer  i  He  knows  better 
how  to  consult  his  own  honour,  and  will 
not,  to  gratify  them,  render  himself  despi- 
cable. Would  they  have  particular  crimes 
charged  upon  particular  judges?  That 
scheme  would  not  answer  the  end  intend* 
ed.  The  design  of  the  motion  is  to  pene» 
trateinto  every  secret  recess,  and  to  punish 
hidden* as  well  as  revealed  crimes,  that 
the  Augean  stable  being  thoroughly 
cleansed,  the  people  may  be  satisfied,  and 
all  the  national  ferment  subside.  Would 
this  efiect  follow  from  a  specific  charge? 
No ;  personalities  are  always  odious ;  and 
here,  as  in  other  cases,  they  would  be  con- 
sidered as  the  dictates  of  pioue,  resent- 
ment, and  envy.  Instead,  tnerefore,  of 
diminishing,  they  would  augment  the  pre- 
sent animosities ;  whereai  on  its  present 
foundation  no  reasonable  person  can  make 
any  exceptions  against  the  motion ;  be- 
cause no  individual  is  marked  out  as  a  vic- 
tim, or  destined  for  the  altar.  The  lota 
are  to  be  cast,  and  those  only  who  deserve 
to  sufier,  can  be  affected  in  order  to  ap- 
pease the  wrath  of  the  people,  and  re-es- 
tablish the  constitution.  Let  us  then  hear 
no.  more  of  the  impropriety,  irregularity, 
or  absurdity  of  the  mption.  The  newly 
proposed  mode  of  proceeding  is  more 
justly  chargeable  with  these  names. 

As  to  the  necessity  of  agreeinc  to  this 
enquiry,  it  must  be  obvious  to  the  most 
simple  and  untutored.  Let  any  one  listen 
to  the  murmurs  of  the  people,  and  (hen, 
tell  me  if  he  has  Uie  front,  tnat  there  is  no 
occasion  for  the  proposed  revision  of  cri- 
minal justice,  as  it  is  now  administered  in 
our  courts.  Several  admirable  publica- 
tions have  lat^  appeared  on  the  doctrine 
of  libels ;  let  tne  most  prejudiced  slave  of 
power  turn  to  those,  particularly  the  <*  Let- 
ter on  Libels,''  published  by  Almon^  and 
after  carefully  perusing  the  matters  they 
contain^  lay  his  hand  upon  his  haert,  and 
declare  upon  his  conscience  that  there  is 
no  ground  for  complaint,  and  I  will  give 
up  the  arguments  It  is  impossible  that 
any  honest  man  should  go  through  thia 
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feoarse  of.discipIine»  and  not  dose  with 
me  in  opinion.  He  must  think  die  people 
extremely  ignorant,  or  extremely  wickedi 
to  be  80  fuU  of  dissatisfaction  without  an 
adeauate  cause*  The  former  solution 
would  do  very  little  credit  to  his  discern^ 
ment,  and  the  latter  would  do  still  less  ho- 
nour to  his  hearts 

Sir,  the  people  of  this  country  are  shrewd 
and  sagacious.  However  much  they  may 
^r  in  their  notions  of  foreign  politics, 
they  are  rarely,  if  ever,  mistaken  in  their 
judgment  of  our  domestic  affairs.  This 
House,  both  Houses,  and  the  whole  legis- 
lature, have  frequently  taken  false  steps* 
Who  brought  them  back  again  into  the 
Hglit  path?  The  people,  the  universal 
and  collective  wisdom  of  the  nation ;  why, 
then,  neglect  or  despise  their  voice,  their 
murmufs,  their  execrations  i  You  may  be 
sure  they  have  grounds  for  their  uneasi- 
ness. It  is  not  by  words,  but  by  deeds, 
that  their  minds  are  ruffled  and  discom- 
posed. They  have  no  interest  in  the  exis* 
tence  of  disorder  and  confusion.  Peace 
and  good  government  are  always  desirable 
pbjects  to  them,  and  they  are  the  two  things 
at  which  their  murmurs  aim.  Restore 
these  blessings,  and  their  clamours  cease. 
But  while  the  same  grievances  continue 
tinrcdrcMed,  and  while  the  authors  of 
them  remain  in  authority,  and  multiply 
their  oppressions,  it  is  in  vain  that  you 
expect  their  acquiescence.  They  will 
get  loose  from  their  chains,  or^  like  the 
strong  man,  pull  down  the  pillars  of  the 
constitution,  m  the  struggle.  They  will 
never  rest  till  they  have  dragged  down 
from  the  bench  the  political  judge,  who 
wrests  and  perverts  the  laws  m  order  to 
gatiate  bis  own  avarice,  and  to  serve  the 
purposes  of  tyranny.  Not  that  I  charge 
any  individual  with  this  high  crime;  no, 
all  1  mean  is,  that  such  an  opinion  prevails, 
and  that  while  it  prevails,  the  people  can 
never  enioy  tranquillity,  because  they  can 
never  think  their  liberties  or  properties 
secure  as  long  as  they  nourish  such  a  viper 
in  their  bosom.  Let  us  therefore  remove 
the  cause,  if  we  would  annihilate  the  effect, 
and  govern  according  to  the  principles  of 
justice,  if  we  are  desirous  of  seeing  obe^ 
dience  once  more  established  among  the 
people. 

Mr.  £irfy  Cooper  .• 

Sir;  I  am  always  of  opiAion  that 
in  important  points,  men  should  deviate 
neither  to  the  right  nor  the  left,  but  keep 
the  direct  road  to  ttle  object  of  then*  pur« 
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f  irit  Tbey  should  not  beat  the  boifaet 
for  coneys,  when  their  view  istestartkrei. 
They  should  not  surround  the  whole  forot 
with  dieif  greyhounds  and  Uoodhoondi, 
and  threaten  a  eeneral  chace,  when  thor 
only  aim  is  to  nunt  down  a  single  sti^ 
Why  should  the  whole  country  be  alsno* 
ed  with  an  universal  hue  and  cry,  wbea 
only  two  individuab  are  to  be  takes! 
There  is  something  ungenerous  ss  well  a 
impolitic,  in  raising  a  clamour  against  al 
the  judges,  because  two  happen  to  be  ob* 
noxious  to  certain  gentlemen.  Tbeoo' 
tion,  as  it  now  stands,  presumes  that  os 
courts  of  justice  are  in  general  comipted: 
and  yet  it  appears,  from  the  langnage  d 
several  members,  that  two  judges  only  ire 
aimed  at  by  the  enquiry.  At  least  I  do 
not  find  that  any  more  are  suspected. 
Certainly  no  hints,  no  oblique  reflexipu 
of  that  nature  have  yet  been  dropped  si 
this  House.  Could  this  have  happeoed  if 
there  had  been  any  real  founoatioo  for 
complaint  ?  It  is  impossible.  The  ontwi 
mover  of  the  question  must  have  been  b 
the  secret ;  and  the  delicacy  of  his  frieads 
would  have  spared  their  names  with  tb 
same  cautious  tenderness  which  tber  bite 
shewn  those  of  Mansfield  and  Smnhe. 

We  may,  then,  take  it  for  granted,  tbt 
even  the  promoters  of  the  enquiry  do  vi 
suspect  any  others  of  malvertation,  Dd 
that  these  two  are  the  only  deKnqaesa 
struck  at  by  patriotic  vengeance.  If  tb 
be  fiict,  and  that  it  is  so,  I  BppeA  totbe 
honour  and  conscience  of  every  man  ^ 
hears  me,  why  was  not  the  enqui^  coc' 
fined  to  them  ?  Why  were  they  not  openlf 
and  boldly  charged  with  their  crimes,  tfat 
having  a  fixed  and  permanent  object  d 
discussion  before  us,  -we  might  come  tai 
certain  and  speedy  determinatioo  ?  ^'^ 
are  we  thus  precipitated  into  a  genenlai' 
tack  upon  our  courts  of  Itistice,  wbeoooir 
two  persons  are  held  culpable  ?  Real  ^ 
triotism  is  always  honest,  open,  anddireci; 
it  avows  boldly  its  motives  and  dea^ 
and  does  not,  m  order  to  be  rerenged  cfi 
few,  involve  many  in  the  same  mdiscriiBi* 
nate  censure.  For,  let  me  tell  yoo,  Sir, 
the  very  adoption  of  thb  motion  irillbei 
kind  of  previous  condemnation  of  all  fff 
great  law-officers,  because  all  willaee  do^ 
as  a  grounci-work,  we  must  first  have  np* 
posea  or  believed  them  to  be  guilty.  N(^< 
can  any  thing  be  more  rash  or  infcpitMi 
thanthis  proceeding  ?  We  have  no  chaiges 
no  surmises,  hut  against  two ;  and  yet  *• 
shall  not  only  suspect,  bnt  believe  aU  to  ^ 
guilty  1  Does  this  conduct  become  B  viTi 
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mve,  and  venerable  assembly,  who  must 
know  tliat  judges  are  not  lightly  to  be  sus- 
[tectedy  and  that  those  who  bring  their 
diaracter  in  question,  without  producing 
■reighty  and  well-supported  chargea,  ought 
to  undei^o  severe  and  exemplary  punish* 
nent  ?  I  cannot,  therefore,  persuade  my- 
lelf  that  the  mover  will  find  many  abettors* 
Die  scheme,  as  my  hon.  friend  very  justly 
observed,  is  too  irregular  and  absurd,  as 
rell  as  unfair  and  uncandid,  to  gain  a  re-* 
(pectable  division.  Contrary  not  only  to 
brma  and  precedents,  but  to  reason  and 
squity,  it  must  equally  shock  the  judgment 
ukI  feeling  of  every  unprejudiced  man. 

Thus,  then,  all  that  was  said  by  the  last 
vpeaker,  falls  to  the  ground  like  the  base- 
less fabric  of  a  vision.  The  whole  being 
in  air-built  castle  (bunded  on  the  supposi- 
tion of  the  general  criminality  of  the 
fudges,  and  or  th<  necessity  of  a  general 
inquiry,  it  vanishes  before  the  light  of  rea- 
K>D,  as  ghosts  do  at  the  approach  of  the 
run.  The  real,  the  concealed  end  of  the 
^quiry,  is  tho  condemnation,  or  at  least 
Sieaspersion,  of  two  persons.  The  manner, 
tn  which  it  is  to  be  (Conducted,  necessarily 
Implies  guilt  in  ten  more,  against  whom  no 
eliarge  appears.  The  consequence  is  that, 
If  we  would  not  be  convicted  of  manifest 
iojustice,  we  must  reject  the  motion,  and 
postpone  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
prfaole  aiiair,  till  some  patriot  has  the  cou- 
rage and  honesty,  or  tiie  temerity  and  vil- 
Iftioy,  to  make  a  specific  charge.  We 
must  leave  to  the  Bill-of-Rights-men  the 
iv^fsdom  and  uprightness  of  enquiring  into 
the  conduct  of  magistracy,  with  the  pious 
bope  that  some  flaw  will  be  found  in  their 
(proceedings.  It  is  not  our  business  to 
move  heaven  and  earth  in  order  to  blacken 
Steir  character,  because  we  do  not  hate  the 
Bien.  Such  patriotism  is  miore  becoming 
m  those  desperadoes,  whom  the  judges,  as 
the  histruments  of  law,  punished  for  their 
crimes. 

But  there  is,for80oth,  a  pamphlet,  which 
charges  a  certain  judge  with  various  mis- 
Aetneanors.  What  then?  must  we,  in 
consequence  of  its  misrepresentations,  ar- 
raign nb  conduct  i  If  we  are  to  be  regu- 
hted  by  pamphlets,  I  believe  we  shall  soon 
llftTe  plenty  of  business  on  our  hands.  For 
irhere  is  the  man,  into  whose  behaviour 
ire  must  not  at  this  rate  inquire  ?  If  you 
credit  news-papers  and  pamphlets,  we  are 
ill  profligate  and  abandoned.  There  is 
bardly  anmdividual  among  us,  that  is  sound 
and  untainted.  At  least  I  will  engage  to 
frew  tha  bast  of  yoa  repreaanted  in  this 


light  by  sortie  publication  or  other.  Why 
then,^  in  the  name  of  absurdity,  do  you 
mention  a  pamphlet,  or  popular  rumour, 
as  a  ground  of  impeachment  r  The  greatest 
worth  and  innocence  cannot  upon  this  plait 
escape.  Indeed  the  pamphlet  in  question 
is  an  excellent  pamphlet,  if  you  think  there 
is  any  merit  in  proving  what  was  never 
doubted.  A  jury  had  found  Woodfall 
guilty  of  printing  and  publishing  only,  and 
the  awkward  compiler  of  the  Letter  on 
Libels  wastes  158  octavo  pages  of  paper 
in  attempting  to  demonstrate,  that  ac- 
cording to  this  verdict  he  could  not  be 
punished  by  the  judge !  What  a  profound 
casuist  I  I  apprehend  that  Almon  will  soon 
employ  him  in  writing  a  quarto  volume, 
to  prove  that  two  and  two  are  equal  to 
four!  He  seems  to  be  the  only  man  for 
elucidating  a  self-evident  proposition,  and 
for  giving  a  comely  appearance  to  a  little 
learning,  by  garnishing  it  round  with  8uf« 
focating  periods,  antiquated  phrases,  and 
barbarous  idioms.  Such  is  the  Vandal,  that 
the  last  speaker  would  make  the  oracular 
leader  or  the  legislature  of  Great  Britain ! 
O  di^gracefull  whatinfamyawaitsusnext? 

Sir,  shall  we,  the  representative  of  the 
whole  English  nation,  receive  the  drowsy 
declamation  of  every  interested  scribbler 
as  our  invariable  rule  of  action  ?  If  we 
are  to-day  guided  by  a  popular  pamphlet,' 
will  not  the  same  argument  exist  for  listen- 
ing to  an  unpopular  one  to-morrow?  At 
this  rate.  Sir,  neither  stability  nor  order 
can  exist  a  moment  in  our  resolutionSt 
and  the  last  writer,  let  his  principles,  or 
his  doctrines,  be  never  so  ludicrous,  never 
80  dangerous,  must  necessarily  furnish 
the  Commons  of  England  with  a  dictator. 
Truly,  Sir,  this  is  a  whimsical  mode  of 
maintaining  our  parliamentary  indepen- 
dency, and  we  shall  have  much  reason  to 
guard  against  encroachments  *from  the 
crown,  if  we  are  to  determine  upon  na- 
tional points,  merely  as  every  vender  of 
sedition  may  think  proper  to  direct  us. 

But  the  wisdom  of  the  present  motion^ 
is  perfectly  of  a  piece  with  the  justice  ^ 
wc  are  called  upon  to  stigmatize  ten  in- 
nocent men,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  in- 
volving two  obnoxious  judges  m  the  same 
charge  of  criminality.  Gentlemen  may 
say,  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  honour 
of  our  courts  to  enter  m to  the  proposed 
enquiry.  I  am  of  a  very  different  opi- 
nion. I  think  it  more  for  their  honour 
to  dismiss  th6'.  motion  a$  malicious,  than 
to  receive  it  as  well  founded.  Such  a 
dismission  is  more  to  their  crediP>  thair 
I 
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the  most  solemn  acquittal  we  can  pro- 
nounce, and  when  we  know  that  the  ac- 
quittal will  afford  slander  as  ample  a  field 
K>r  abuse,  as  an  indignant  rejection  of 
the  charge,  it  is  wasting  our  time,  as  wdl 
as  lessening  oiir  dignity,  to  waste  another 
word  upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  Alderman  Townskend: 

Sir ;  I  am  every  day  a  witness  to 
the  uneasinesses  and  murmurs  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  as  I  see  the  necessity  of  an  in- 
quiry becoming  every  hour  more  and  more 
urgent,  my  conscience  would  charge  me 
with  infidelity  to  my  constituents,  were  I 
to  remain  fixed  to  my  seat,  while  I  hear 
any  member  sporting  with  their  interest, 
"and  U!*ing  every  art  to  divert  us  from  giv- 
ing them  satisfaction.  I  have  not  heard 
any  gentleman  deny  that  the  people  sus- 
pect the  integrity  of  our  courts  ot  justice, 
and  are  consequently  uneasy.  ^  Is  it  not 
necessary  to  remove  this  suspicion  and 
this  uneasiness  ?  And  is  it  not  our  busi- 
ness, our  peculiar  province  and  duty  to 
remove  them  ?  Unaoubtedly ;  the  propo- 
sition is  uncontrovertible.  But  can  this 
good  consequence  be  produced  by  sophis- 
tical arguments  advanced  in  this  Housed 
By  no  means.  As  something  was  done 
by  the  courts  of  justice  to  wake  their 
jealousy,  something  must  be  done  by  us 
to  lay  it  asleep.  Deeds,  not  words,  are 
now  required ;  and  the  inquiry  aeems  the 
only  plausible  scheme.  If  a  better  plan 
can  be  offered,  I  am  not  so  much  weaded 
to  the  present  as  not  to  embrace  it  with 
open  arms.  My  sole  object  is  the  satis- 
faction of  the  people ;  I  am  as  well  pleased 
with  one  as  with  another,  provided  I  think 
it  equally  efficacious.  But,  while  I  deem 
the  enquiry  not  only  the  best,  but  the  sole 
plan,  that  will  quiet  the  nation,  I  must  ad- 
iiere  to  the  inquiry.  The  charges  against 
our  judges,  I  mean  the  published  charges, 
which  have  siven  birth  t'o  the  national 
anxiety  and  disquietude,  are  complicated 
and  extensive*  and  therefore  the  plan  Jby 
which  they  are  to  be  removed,  must  be 
equally  extensive. 

Much  has  been  said,  and  very  justly 
said  of  the  unconstitutional  law,  wnich  has 
been  laid  down  to  juries.  But  what  have 
become  of  informations,  attachments,  in* 
ter rogatories,  and  a  long  train  of  concomi- 
tants?  Are  not  they  unconstitutional? 
Do  not  they  call  for  an  enquiry  ?  Is  not 
perpetual  imprbonment,  where  the  same 
person  is  party,  judge,  and  jury,  an  ob- 
ject wirthy  of  our  attention  {  These  thingf 


are  charged  upon  our  judges;  andth«j 
have  greatly  contributea  to  swell  the  po- 
pular clamour;  because  they  are  exotics 
unknown  and  unwelcome  to  our  soil  aod 
climate  :  evidently  derived  from  the  civil 
law,  they  can  never  assimilate  with  the 
British  constitution.  The  people  will  re- 
ject them  as  incompatible  with  the  nature 
of  our  lawS)  and  the  noble  institutioo  of 
juries.  The  end  of  all  laws  should  be  tk 
nappiness  of  the  people,  and  every  thioi 
is  a  treason  at  the  great  bar  of  humanit;, 
which  is  in  the  least  calculated  to  suppoit 
oppression.  Were  general  warrants  Ulef^ 
fore  absolutely  legal  by  a  positive  statute, 
— were  informations,  mterrogatones,  eb- 
solutely  legal  by  positive  statute,  and  the 
power  of  juries  equally  confined  by  lav,  k 
would  be  ourjduty  to  r^iealsuchdlabolial 
acts. 

But  these  points,  however  interesdof, 
are  not  aU.  Many  other  circumstaoca 
crowd  upon  my  mind.  That  1  may  Kit 
exhaust  the  patience  of  the  Hotisc,  I  rl 
only  insist  upon  one,  which,  in  myopi- 
nion,  is  equivalent  to  a  thousand.  *£i 
uno  disce  onmes.'  I  am  alraid  tbeo^  tkt 
there  is  too  great  a  vicinity  between  Weft- 
minster-hall  and  SL  James's.  I  su^ 
and  the  people  suspect,  that  their  correi- 
pondence  is  too  dose  and  intimate,  fitf 
why  do  I  say  it  is  suspected  ?  It  is  a  bova, 
avowed  fact.  A  late  judge,  equally  re- 
markable for  his  knowledge  and  integritr, 
was  tampered  with  by  administration.  H£ 
was  solicited  to  favour  the  crown  in  cer- 
tain trials,  which  were  then  depending  b^ 
tween  it  and  the  subject  I  hear  hkr 
desiring  me  to  name  the  judge ;  but  tbens 
is  no  necessity  for  it.  The  fact  is  knon 
to  several  members  of  this  House;  and, if 
t  do  not  speak  truth,  let  those  who  cai 
contradict  m*e.  1  call  upon  them  to  rise, 
that  the  public  may  not  be  abused^Bii 
all  are  silent,  and  can  as  little  ioTaii(kt£ 
what  I  have  said,  as  what  I  am  goiogt^ 
say.  Thb  great,  this  honest  judge,  h&s^ 
thus  solicited  in  vain,  what  was  now  to  be 
done  ?  What  was  the  last  resource  & 
baffled  injustice  ?  That  was  learned  m 
a  short  conversation  which  passed  betv^ 
him  and  some  friends  a  little  before  bi 
death.  The  last  and  most  powerful  * 
gine  was  applied.  A  letter  was  sent  his 
direcdy  from  a  great  personage;  bot,& 
he  suspected  it  to  contain  something  dfi- 
honourable,  he  sent  it  back  unopeoei  h 
not  this  a  subject  that  deserves  enquiry. 
Ought  we  not  to  trace  out  the  adviser  ^ 
su^  a  daring  step,  and,  upon  proper  cr 
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Action,  to  bring  him  to  the  block  ?  The 
^Kcellent  person  who  was  thus  tempted  to 
dingrace  and  perjure  himself,  and  to  betray 
sod  ruin  his  country,  could  not  die  in 
peace,  till  he  had  disclosed  this  scene  of 
iniquity,  and  warned  his  fellow-citizens  of 
^faeir  danger.'  Shall  we  then,  who  arc  ap- 
pointed guardians  of  the  people,  not  take 
Ilia  warning,  and  wake  from  tnat  lethargy, 
"vrith  which  we  have  been  so  long  benumb- 
ed ?  He  had  no  interest  in  communicating 
this  intelligence.  He  saw  himself  on  the 
brink  of  the  vast  ocean  of  eternity,  on  the 
ewe  of  his  journey  to  **  that  undiscovered 
country,  from  whose  bourne  no  traveller 
returns.''  Nothing,  therefore,  could  ani- 
mate his  breast,  but  that  pure. flame  of 
patriotism,  which  had  always  directed  his 
steps,  and  of  which  he  had  given  so  recent 
SI  proof. 

Ought  not  we  then,  even  if  we  laugh  at 
sdl  patriotism,  to  bestir  in  our  own  liberty 
and  property  i  Yes,  certainly ;  for,  let  me 
tell  you,  neither  are  secure,  if  we  do  not 
immediately  check  all  sympathv  andfellow- 
Jeeling  between  the  judges  and  the  crown, 
,and  much  more  all  undue  influence  and 
palpable  corruption.  It  is  in  vain  that  the 
aalaries  of  the  judges  are  raised,  if  their 
ambition  and  avarice  are  inflamed  by  mi- 
Biaterial  bribes,  or  promises  from  the 
crown.  The  people  will  be  hiffhly  dissa- 
tisfied, and  wul  have  reason  to  oe  so,  till 
they  see  the  repetition  of  such  criminal 
acts  stopped  by  the  fear  and  terror  pro- 
daced  by  exemplary  punishments.  ^  Xet 
me  then^  conjure  you  to  imitate  the  glo- 
ricMM  example  of  your  forefiithers,  by 
adopting  this  enquiry,  by  penetrating  into 
every  recess,  and  dragging  forth  viTlany, 
though  it  should  lurk  behind  the  throne. 
Thus  will  you  retrieve  your  lost  character; 
thus  will  you  restore  unanimity  and 
strength  to  a  divided  and  unhappy  king- 
dom ;  thus  you  will  be  belovOT  and  ho- 
noured by  the  present  age,  and  acquire 
the  esteem  and  reverence  of  posterity. 

[N.  B.  Sir  Joseph  Yates  was  the  judge 
meant  by  the  alderman.  When  the  letter 
from  a  great  personage  was  mentioned, 
lord  North,  and  the  rest  of  the  treasury- 
bendi  stared  at  one  another,  but  did  not 
litter  a  single  sentence  by  way  of  contra- 
diction.3 

Lord  Clare : 

Sir ;  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  no- 
thing but  an  inquiry  will  satisfy  the  last 
speaker  and  his  faction.  Indeed  I  am 
'ssDvinced  they  will  not  bs  satisfied,  ex* 


cept  they  can  ruin  one  of  the  greatest 
men  that  this  nation  ever  produced.  The 
light  of  justice  and  the  strength  of  unan- 
swerable argument,  have  no  effect  upon 
tlieir  prejudices.  But  will  this  House, 
while  it  sees  this,  be  swayed  by  their  un- 
worthy motives  ?  Shall  we  adopt  the  lie  of 
the  day,  and  strengthen  the  tide  of  popu- 
lar clamour,  on  which  they  expect  to  be 
wafted  to  the  land  of  places,  pensions,  and 
lucrative  jobs  i  The  idea  is  too  gross  and 
absurd :  we  must  all  know  that  this  en- 
ouiry  would  not  quiet  the  discontented 
faction ;  because,  we  know  that  the  judges 
have  law  on  their  side,  and  must  therefore 
stand  acquitted.  Why,  then,  engage  in 
such  a  laborious  and  tedious  examination  ? 
Those,  who  are  capable  of  being  set  right, 
will  be  set  right  by  thlk  night's  debate. 
As  for  the  rest,  they  will  remain  infidels, 
were  one  to  rise  even  from  the  dead.  In* 
n>iraUon  would  make  no  impression  on 
their  minds.  Were  not  this  the  fact,  were 
they  not  resolved  to  shut  their  ey^  against 
conviction,  and  determined  to  continue 
the  outcry,  which  their  arts  have  raised 
against  the  courts,  would  they  set  their 
own  little  knowledge  in  opposition  to  Uio 
collective  wisdom  of  the-  various  benches, 
and  come  in  here  to  tell  us  that  the  judges 
did  not  understand,  or  willingly  violated 
the  law  > 

Sir,  I  am  no  lawyer.  1  cannot  there- 
fore quote  precedents  and  cases  so  rea- 
dily as  the  learned  serjeant,  who  moved 
this  question ;  but  I  am  told  by  gentlemen 
who  are  not  inferior  to  him,  either  in  judi* 
cial  knowledge,  or  knowledge  of  the  con- 
stitution, that  the  doctrines,  which  he  has 
arraigned,  are  not  new  or  peculiar  to  the 
noble  lord  who  has  been  so  scandalously 
traduced.  They  may  be  traced  back  as 
far  as  any  monuments  reach  ;^  and  down 
from  the  Revolution  they  have  universally 
obtained,  and  are  consequently  the  stand- 
ing hiw  of  the  land.  Why,  then,  was  the 
illustrious  lord,  who  presides  in  the  King's-* 
bench,  singled  out  from  all  the  judges, 
who  have  patronised  the  same  opinion? 
Why  is  he  m  particular  adjudged  criminal, 
and  pointed  at  by  the  finger  of  faction  ? 
If  any  of  you  is  at  a  loss  for  the  reason,  I 
believe  I  can  explain  it.  This  great  law* 
yer  happened  to  sit  on  the  bench,  when 
the  ring- leader  of  sedition  was,  hj  the  laws 
of  his  country,  to  suffer  for  his  crimes; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  clamours  and 
threats  of  ihe  misled  populace  he  had  the 
courage  and  virtue  to  put  the  laws  in  exe* 
cution.    He  fined  and  imprisoned  the  de^ 
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linquent*  From  this  source  aprings  the 
unrelenting  vengeance,  and  mercileH  per- 
fecution  of  the  city  patriots.    The  same 

freat  lawyer  iiappeiis,  at  the  requisition  of 
is  prince,  to  apply  that  wisdom,  for  which 
he  IS  so  eminently  distinguished,  to  the 
good  of  the  state,  and  the' support  of  go« 
Ternroent.  Hence  the  Thatched- house 
Junto  call  him  a  minister  and  a  political 
judge,  as  if  it  were  a  crime  to  oe  pos- 
sessed of  political  knowledge,  and  cruni- 
nal  to  give  disinterested  counsel  to  the 
King  and  his  ministers.  Our  patriots 
dreiuling  his  superior  abilities,  as  in- 
aurmouAtable  obstacles  to  their  eleva^ 
tion,  proclaim  war  against  him,  and 
strain  every  nerve  to  accomplish  his  de- 
struction. But  the  justice  or  this  House 
will  disappoint  their  diabolical  machina- 
tions. The  majority  of  this  House  dis- 
dain to  court  the  prejudices  of  the  rabble 
with  a  sacrifice  of  innocent,  of  meritorious 
blood.  We  haye  no  ends  to  gain  by  the 
perpetration  of  murders,  and  leave  such 
villainous  roads  to  fame,  for  the  panders 
ofpopularit3r. 

Sir,  the  picture  which  1  have  here  given 
you  of  our  patriots,  discovers  the  features 
of  truth,  and  the  likeness  must  be  palpable 
to  our  senses.  Why,  then,.^ould  we  be 
surprised  that  they  make  such  an  ir- 
regular and  distant  attack  upon  so  formid- 
able an  enemy  as  the  chief  of  the  King's- 
bench?  Sensible  that,  if  they  came  tp 
close  quarters,  they  would  be  inevitably 
foiled,  tliey  keep  aloof,  and,  instead  of  a 
direct  charee,  confine  themselves  to  an 
enauiry.  1  hey  raise  a  false  akrm,  a  hue 
ana  cry  about  something,  they  know  not 
what,  in  order  to  make  the  world  stare, 
and  inflame  the  mind  of  ignorance.  One 
Nils  you,  that  the  crimindlaw  is  pervert « 
ed,  and  juries  overturned.  But,  when  you 
ask  for  th^author  of  all  this  ruin  and  de- 
solation, he  is  nonplussed  and  silenced. 
iUiother  tells  you,  that  he  believes  the  au- 
thor to  be  k>rd  Mansfield.  But,  when  you 
demand  his  reasons,  he  gapes  for  utterance 
like  a  skate  gasping  for  breath  out  of 
water,  and  is  a*:  his  wit's  end.  What  muat 
we  think  of  this  embarrassment  and  con- 
fufion.^  Their  conduct  puts  me  in  mind  of 
an  old  Greek  story,  which  I  read,  when  I 
was  a  boy  at  school.  It  is  a  well  known 
ptory^  gieatiemeo,  you  have  all  read  it.  It 
is  the  story  of  Ulysses^  This  good  old 
Greciaa,  wise  as  he  was,  happened  to  be 
shipwrecked  on  an  island  inhabited  by  a 
race  of  giants.  It  was  his  misfortune  to 
t^q.  s}ieker  in  the  cave  of  Po^pheoMM, 
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the  roost  formidable  of  the  whole  tribt 
This  Polyphemus  used,  after  tbeimaiioer  of 
giants,  I  suppose,  to  stay  his  stomach  vidi 
some  of  these  wretched  Greeks,  whom  be 
had  caught  on  his  premises.  Out  of  re* 
venge,  as  well  as  for  his  own  secuntj, 
Ulysses  watched  his  opportunity,  tod  with 
a  fire-brand  put  out  the  eye  of  tbeCjdsp* 
as  he  lay  asleep,  in  the  same  msDoer.u 
our  giants  alledge,  that  lord  Msasfiddks 
put  out  tiie  eye  of  the  law.  The  piin^si 
you  may  easily  conceive,  iraked  the  gisrX 
it  did;  and,  after  greying  his  way  ootdf 
the  cave  in  the  dark,  (for  neither  be  as 
any  of  his  naUon  had  but  one  eye,  vbid 
by  the  bye  was  in  the  middle  of  tlieir  fore- 
head) he  raised  a  terrible  outcry,  you i&sy 
be  sure.  I  question  much  whether  it  tat 
not  more  frightful  than  the  Indian  m* 
whoop,  or  the  Irish  howl.  Well,  be  tin; 
as  it  will,  his  dolorous  lamentations  broogi: 
together  a  large  posse  of  his  ooe-er^u 
brethren,  and^hey  found  him,  I  dare  m. 
in  as  bad  a  pickle  as  our  patriotic  cydcp« 
have  found  the  constitution.  But  sui 
it  remained  for  Polyphemus,  vbofa^ 
raised  all  this  noise,  to  resolve  the  gr»i 
question,  who  did  it  ?  The  Greeb  hm 
stole  away  in  the  bustle,  he  couU  p 
dttce  nobody,  and  all  the  answer  th^ba 
brothers  could  get  was,  that  *  nobod)  ^ 
it  r  Thus  are  we  alarmed  with  terrible  &r 
croachments  en  liberty  and  propertj,bc: 
when  we  demand  the  authors,  they  are  bo; 
to  be  found.  There  are  sad  doings,  but  » 
body  did  them  1 

Sir,  the  more  we  consider  the  oitii» 
of  the  times,  the  more  it  becomes  oiW 
reject  the  proposed  enquiry;  for  to- 
less  we  condemn  at  any  rate,  it  will  be  is* 
possible  for  us  to  satisfy  the  clamours  ^ 
patriotism  ;  if  we  enter  into  the  exaosifi^ 
tion  recommended  by  the  leanted  fer* 
jeant,  and  finding  ample  room  to  app^f 
the  judge,  at  whom  liis  political  thunders 
levelled,  do  justice  to  his  character,  ••' 
not  the  rabble  without  doors  impeacii  ^ 
integrity  of  the  decision,  as  they  hveor 
therto  iaipeached  the  integrity  of  ali  »* 
decisions,  and  fill  every  newspaper  j^ 
complaints,  that  we  only  venally  acquitted 
him  in  obedience  to  the  commaads  ^  !^ 
ministry  i  We  may  easily  see  the  tempff 
of  our  patriots  from  their  treatment  e«« 
of  juries,  warmly  as  they  contend  for  iw 
omnipotence  of  twelve  judrctai  inquisto* 
When  a  jury  finds  a  verdict  s^veabii  ^ 
their  wishes,  then  the  power  of  juria*" 
be  held  inviolably  sacred:  hot  when  ^ 
mon  is  coavicted  by  a  jui]^  tbs  0^ 
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"ears  a  rety  diflferent  complexion.  Nay, 
hen  ft  special  jury  has  convicted  Home 
fr  libelHog  a  metanoer  of  this  House,  the 
ramed  Serjeant,  who  mored  the  present 
Motion,  advises  hid  client  to  appeal  from 
)e  determination  of  this  constitutional 
ibond  ;  and  to  whom  does  the  Serjeant 
dvise  the  person  to  appeid?  To  those 
cry  courts,  whose  probity  he  himself  ar- 
ligns,  and  whose  proMitation  he  affirms 
1  evident  to  universal  notoriety  ? 
Sir,  what  more  need  I  urge  against  the 
agHitious  question  on  your  table?  In* 
eed,  there  was  no  necessity  for  my  urging 
y  much ;  but  the  profligacy  of  the  pro- 
sedings  roused  tSi  the  indignation  of  my 
n^om,  and  I  could  not  content  myself 
ith  a  bare  vote  where  so  infamous  an  at- 
tck  was  wantonly  made  upon  virtue. 

Mr.  Cam^oaU  : 

Sir;  as  on  a  former  occasion  I  ex- 
resiSed  my  approbation  Irf  the  enquiry 
roposed,  i  should  be  wanting  to  myself 
nd  my  friends,  if  I  did  not  endeavour  to 
yrward  Its  posress.  It  Wotdd  be  idle  to 
6edfy  the  di^ent  accusations,  the  va- 
lous  uncohstitutional  acts  charged  upon 
lie  cottrtd  of  justice.  Of  these  points  I 
ave  you  a  detail  in  the  course  of  another 
ebate;  and  thfe  learned  Serjeant,  who 
loVed  this  duestioh,  has  again  refreshed 
our  memones,  and  almost  exhausted  the 
iibject.  Let  it  be  my  task  then,  as  I 
And  Of^on  his  eround,  to  shew  you  the 
ropriety,  nay  the  indispensable  necessity 
f  adopting  the  motion :  this  I  shall  do 
''ith  candouf,  yet  I  hope  with  force,  and 
aving  the  puolic  good  only  in  view,  I 
iall  neither  be  unjust  upon  the  one  hand, 
or  timid  upon  the  other. 

Sir ;  the  charges,  which  have  been  now 
xbibited  against  the  courts  of  justice,  are 
ct  light  and  trivial.  They  are  not  like 
lose  vulgar  reports,  those  lies  of  the  day 
'hich  spring  from  nothmg,  and  terminate 
1  nothing.  No ;  they  are  grave  'and  se- 
[ous  matters  ;  matters  of  weight  and  mo- 
lent,  which  bear  the  stamp  of  authenticity, 
nd  carry  with  them  every  mark  of 
redibility.  Has  not  the  learned  ser- 
vant informed  you  that  he  will  bring  to 
our  bar  respectable  witnesses,  who  will 
Don  oath,  prove  all  his  allegations? 
las  he  not  in  a  fbrmef  debate,  assured 
On,  that  upon  enquiry,  the  courts  of  jus- 
ce  will  be  found  guilty  of  mal-administra- 
on  ?  Did  he  not  stake  hii^  deputation 
port  the  trulb  of  this  asseftiohf  What 
lore  eknyotx  desire  i   A  man  tf  his  iris- 
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dom,  gravtty,  and  authority,  a  man,  who 
has  every  opportunity,  and  every  requisite 
talent  for  knowing  the  refll  state  of  the 
case,  tells  you,  upon  his  honour  and  vera- 
city,  that  there  are  toisdemeanors  in  the 
law  department,  and  even  engages  to  de* 
monstrate  the  ^ct  by  positive  and  direct 
evidence.  Can  any  thmg  be  more  forci- 
ble, mor6  cogent  than  this  i  Except  the 
proof  of  every  charge  was  actually  laid  be- 
fore you,  I  cannot  see  how  he  could  more 
strongly  engage  your  honour  and  interest 
in  the  enquiry.  But,  he  does  not  rest  the 
matter  upon  his  own  credit,  he  strengtheni 
it  by  that  of  the  respectable  member  who 
Seconded  his  motion,  and  supports  it  by 
the  particular  diai^  made  by  a  represen- 
tative of  the  metropolis.  What,  then,  d6 
you  find  here  Wanting  ?  The  judges  in  ge- 
neral are  accused,  and  particular  judge! 
are  particularly  mentioned.  And  of 
whom  i  By  grave  men,  who  have  the  best 
means  of  information  ;^y  a  pleader  of  dis- 
tinguished character  in  the  coUrh,  and  by 
a  representative  of  the  first  city  in  the  Bri- 
tish empire ;  both  tell  you,  that  their  con- 
stituents, that  England  in  gehefdl,  are  dis- 
satisfied, ahd  have  reason  to  be  dissatis- 
fied with  the  administration  of  justice.  If 
this  be  not  a  sufficient  foundation  foi^ 
adopting  the  motion,  I  must  confess  my- 
self totally  ignorant  of  the  matter. 

Sir;  I  readUy  acknowledge  that  vulvar 
reports  are  not  sufficient  grounds  for  im- 
peachment, though  they  are  sufficiient 
grounds  for  enquiry.  But  will  ahy  maii 
m  his  senses  ciSi  the  charges  now  urged 
against  the  judges,  vulgar  reports  ?  If  ever 
they  were  viewed  in  that  lignt,  I  am  surei 
they'  must  now  have  chdnged  their  colour. 
They  have  got  a  degree  beyond  the  state 
of  rumour,  and  begin  to  assume  the  air  of 
certainty.  At  least  the  people  have  con- 
ceived that  idea  of  them ;  and  I  fear  they 
will  retain  it,  till  they  are  undeceived  by 
an  enquiry.  Consider,  then,  I  beseech 
you,  what  will  be  the  consequence  of  leav- 
inj5  the  public  in  the  present  condition  of 
uneasiness  and  discontent.  Soured  and 
exasperated  as  they  have  been  by  the  pro- 
cess of  the  Middlesex  election,  by  the  af- 
fair of  St.  George's  Fields,  by  the  impru-^ 
dent  system  of  American  politics  now 
adopted,  by  the  folly  observable  in  our  fo- 
reign negociations,  and  the  madness  dis- 
tinguishable in  the  management  of  our  af- 
fairs at  home,  how  can  they  preserve  any 
degree  of  temper,  when  they  suspect  en- 
croachments to  be  made  on  juries,  the 
firmest  bulwarks  of  liberty  and  property  i 
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When  tl^f  ir  general  interest  if  not  only 
neglected^  but  betrayed,  they  must  lose 
all  patience ;  when  they  observe  the  courts 
of  justipe  forfeiting  all  pretensions  to  ho- 
nesty and  integrity,  and  openly  avowing 
principles  which  are  subversive  of  all  li- 
Derty,  can  the  people  continue  tame  spec- 
tators of  their  own  destruction  ?  When  an 
opinion  prevails,  that  justice,  the  great 
upholder  of  society,  is  no  longer  to  be  ob- 
tained, what  motive,  remains  to  bind  them 
to  the  support  of  sovernment?  I  see  none. 
When  the  people  lose,  and  the  crown  and 
its  dependents  alone  gain,  by  the  actual 
state  of  society,  a  dissolution  necessarily 
ensues :  because  the  society  is  really  and 
truly  come  back  to  its  original  state  of 
violence  and  anarchy. 

Sir ;  far  be  it  from  me  to  insinuate  that 
our  judges  have  brought  us  to  this  crisis. 
I  hope  they  will  be  found  blameless,  or  at 
least  excusable.  If  it  appears  that  they 
have  been  led  astray  by  tne  former  sages 
of  the  law ;  if  any  one  can  prove  them 
errare  cum  patribus^  no  man  will  be  more 
ready  than  I  to  throw  a  veil  over  their  fail- 
ings. But  while  matters  stand  on  their 
present  basis ;  while  we  are  in  doubt,  and 
the  people  in  anxiety,  I  cannot  rest  satis- 
fied ivithout  an  enqmry.  We  have  dready 
done  enough,  and  more  than  enough  to 
work  them  into  a  ferment.  Shall  we  con- 
tinue the  same  career,  and  because  we 
have  once  offended,  multiply  offences? 
Take  a  view  of  the  grand  scene,  in  which 
we  are  likely  to  be  engaged.  Set  before 
Tour  eyes  France  and  Spain  strengthened 
by  long  preparations,  and  animated  bv 
the  irresolution,  shortsightedness,  and  ti- 
midity of  our  ministry ;  look  at  these,  I 
say,  ready  to  burst  m  a  storm  upon  us, 
look  at  the  rest  of  Europe  rather  hostile 
than  friendly,  and  think  for  God's  sake, 
in  earnest,  of  restoring  the  good  humour 
i3i  the  people.  Imitate  the  Roman  sena- 
tors, who  removed  the  ^qui  and  the  Volsci 
from  their  gates,  by  granting  to  the  ple- 
beians the  abolition  of  all  debts,  the 
greatest  ^ievance  of  the  time. 

Sir ;  it  is  not  in  our  armies  or  our  fleets, 
that  our  chief  strength  consists ;  it  is  in 
the  affections  of  the  people ;  neither  our 
soldiers  nor  our  seamen  can  as  Britons 
fight  for  the  government,  which  endea- 
vours to  make  them  slaves;  and  never 
ahaU  we  be  formidable  to  foreign  enemies 
while  we  continue  distracted  in  ourselves. 

Mr.  George  Onslow  : 

Sirs   it  is  not  so  much  to  discuss 


the  motion  before  you  that  I  riie,  istodo 
justice  to  a  character  that  has  been  grovlj 
misrepresented.    Were  I  dispoBed  to  ex* 
patiate  on  the  conduct  of  the  judges  in  ge- 
neral, I  believe  I  might  be  as  elooueot  ia 
their  defence,  as  the  gentlemen  woo  hsre 
taken  the  liberty  of  calling  their  mtegritj 
in  question  have  been  copious  in  their  m> 
cusation.    At  least  I  am  convinced,  tbt 
if  1  failed,  it  would  not  be  through  warn  of 
matter,  but  through  want  of  abUitj.  For 
I  take  them  to  be,  for  knowledge  of  tlie 
law,  and  for  purity  of  intention,  at  letst 
e^ual  to  any  set  of  judges  that  ever  West* 
minster-hall  could  boast  at  one  time.  Aod 
it  is  to  this  very  circumstance  of  tfaek 
knowledge,  joined  to  their  inflexible  Ti^ 
tue,  that  I  attribute  all  th^  clamour  vhid 
has  been  raised  against  them.    Had  they 
meanly,  had  they  miamously  croudiaib&> 
neaUi  the  threats  of  the  dduded  mob; 
had  they- ignobly  spread  out  their  sails  to 
the  fallacious  freeze  of  popular  ftroor, 
and  suffered  their  bark  to  gude  downtlie 
current  of  the  multitude ;  in  a  word,  lad 
they  wrested  the  laws  to  favour  the  nog- 
leaders  of  faction  and  the  promoten  of 
sedition,  they  would  have  been  thegreitat 
of  judges,  and  the  first  patriots  of  their 
country.    No  names,  no  honoun,  vodd 
have   been   adequate   to   their  Tinoci 
Each  of  them  would  have  been  a  Cob, 
and   a    Holt,    and   a    second   DaoieL 
The  chancellorship  would  be  too  niall  i 
reward  for  their  respective  merits.  Bat 
since  they  have,  like  honest  men,  viA 
conscientiously,  and  supported  the  hvi  ia 
opposition    to    the   giddy  violence  lad 
licentious  fury  of  the  times;  since  tb^ 
have  exercised  the  wholesome  seferity  a 
justice  upon  the  criminal  idols  of  the  vb- 
ble,  no  epithets  are  too  hard  for  theft 
One  is  called  the  *^  supple  Page,"  aootbff 
is  termed  the  **  corrupt  Tresilian,"  apd  i 
third  is  christened  the  *^  bloody  Jefenes." 
And    after    thus  endeavouring  to  ni 
them  of  their  good  name  among  the  peo* 
pie,  nothing  will  satisfy  patriotism,  exoe{< 
they  are  rendered  equally  criminaJ  in  ^ 
eyes  of  this  House.    But,  I  am  sure,  tb^ 
will  miss  their  aim.    We  have  more  &* 
cernraent  than  to  swallow  such  gross  ifi* 
positions;   and   we  may  justly  spplj ^ 
them  the  noted  line,  "  Vane  ligur-^^ 
quicquam  patrias  tentasti  lubricuitft£& 
They  could  not  have  taken  a  more  va^J^ 
dent  step,  than  to  bring  the  sfisir  betVe 
this  House,   which  has  more  eyes  (^ 
Argus.     It  will  prove  as  fatal  to  tbec 
cause  as  a  court  of  justice  to  a  Vb^ 
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For  what  is  this  motion  but  a  libel  upon 
the  judges,  and  what  is  this  House  out 
the  court  before  which  it  is  to  be  tried  ? 
To  me  thej  appear  in  that  light.  But, 
since  the  supporters  will  have  it  so,  let  ua 
suppose  it  a  charge,  and  see  what  will  be 
the  consequence.  The  consequence  will 
be  an  honourable  acquittal  to  the  judges, 
and  a  disgrace&I  repulse  to  their  accusers. 
Two  only  have  been  hitherto  arraigned. 
It  shall  be  my  task  to  clear  the  one.  His 
friends  will,  1  doubt  not,  do  the  same  jus- 
tice to  the  other. 

The  judge  then,  whom  I  undertake  to 
justify,  IS  bftron  Smythe ;  a  man  to  whom 
I  owe  every  thing ;  for  the  recovery  of  a 
fair   reputation,   is   every  thing   to  me. 
Were  I  not,  dierefore,  to  defend  his  in- 
jured character,  when  it  is  in  my  power,  I 
should  indeed  deserve  to  be  called  a  vio- 
lator of  the  sacred  ties  of  friendship,^  and 
to  be  suspected  of  betraying  those  disho- 
nourable connections,  which  I  onlv  re- 
nounced.   For  I  know  not  a  man  tnat  is 
in  private  life  more  amiable,  or  in  a  public 
character  more  respectable,  than  baron 
Smythe.    Had  it  not  been  for  his  integ- 
rity and  finnness,  I  verily  believe  the  vio- 
lence of  the  times  would  have,  on  more 
occasions  than  one,  altered  the  criminal 
law  of  the  land.    He  is  accused,  or  rather 
traduced,  for  having   at   Guildford  sent 
back  the  jury  that  tried  the  Scotch  serjeant 
for  the  murder  of  Smith,  the  inn-keeper. 
His  accusers  triumph  ereatly  in  the  clear- 
ness and  strength  of  tne  evidence  against 
him.    But  **  mark  how  a  plain  tale  shall 
put  them  down.''    I  daim  the  honour  of 
coming  from  the  county  where  this  fact 
liappened,  as  weU  as  the  hon.  gentleman 
ivho  introduced  the  subject.    I  had  there- 
ore  as  good  an  opportunity  as  he  of  sifl- 
Bg  the  affiur.    And  though  I  was  not  pre- 
lent  at  the  trial,  I  will  venture  to  affirm 
hat  I  am  as  deep  in  the  mystery  as  he  is. 
)y  his  own  confession,  all  his  intelligence 
«>nae6  from  report,  from  newspapers,  and 
aaga^ines ;  very  respectable  authorities  to 
le  sure !  and  much  to  be  credited !    But 
rill  he  do  me  the  honour  to  believe  that 
ly  intelligence  is  not  less  authentic,  when 
^ell  him,  that  I  had  it  from  grave  and  ve- 
arable  men,  who   were   on    the    spot? 
VU\  he  do  the  judge  the  justice  to  own, 
lat  the  charge  is  groundless  and  scanda- 
1UB9  when  I  tell  him  that  these  grave  and 
enerable  men  declare,  that  the  jury  were 
ot  unanimous  in  their  first  verdict ;  and 
lat  therefore-  the  judge  was  obliged  to 
.'od  them  back  to  consult}    If  I  misre- 


present the  fact,  there  are  present  those, 
who  can  contradict  md ;  and  I  here  call 
upon  them  to  rise  up,  and  bear  testimony 
against  me  if  I  am  wrong.— It  is  well ;  si- 
lence gives  consent.  Here,  then,  I  repeat 
it,  the  jurors  were  not  unanimous.  ^\  hen 
the  foreman  pronounced  **  Guilty  of  Mur- 
der," the  judge  asked  them  if  that  was 
their  verdict,  and  one  of  them  answered, 
**  No,  it  is  not  my  verdict.''  Are  not 
these  expressions  sufficient  to  vindicate 
baron  Smythe  i  I  am  told  that  they  gave 
much  satisfaction  to  all  the  men  of  sense 
and  humanity  in  the  court.  Shocked  with 
the  iniquity  of  the  first  verdict,  which 
seemed  to  be  founded  on  the  jury's  anti- 
pathy to  the  culprit,  as  a  soldier  and  a 
Scotchman,  they  were  pleased  to  see  One 
man  at  least  free  from  the  rage  of  party, 
find  capable  of  reflection  and  justice.  They 
were  pleased  to  see  the  judge  superior  to 
faction,  superior  to  malice,  forget  every 
consideration  but  that  of  doing  his  duty, 
and  prove  to  the  jury  that  they  had  mis- 
taken manslaughter  for  murder. 

Sir  George  Savile : 

Sir ;  when  this  motion  is  supported 
by  men  of  such  respectable  characters,  of 
such  gravity  and  wisdom,  of  such  weight 
and  authority,  not  only  in  the  nation  but 
in  this  House;  I  am  surprised  that  it 
should  meet  with  so  much  opposition. 
For  where,  I  beseech  you,  is  there  any 
mischief  to  be  apprehended  f  If,  as  their 
friends  allege,  the  jud^s  are  innocent, 
they  win  be  acquitted  with  honour.  Their 
doctrines,  if  they  are  constitutional,  will 
be  approved ;  and  if  they  are  unconstitu- 
tional, but  yet  legal,  they  will  bring  no 
censure,  much  less  condemnation,  upon 
them.  The  ministers,  who  think  them- 
selves strong  enough  to  prevent  an  en- 
quiry, will  surely  be  equally  strong  to 
render  the  enquiry  favourable  to  their 
cause,  and  to  pass  a  vote  of  approbation. 
For  these  reasons,  I  think  that  both  par- 
ties ought  to  concur  in  promoting  the  en- 
quiry. 

Indeed,  Sir,  afler  what  has  been  ad- 
vanced by  a  respectable  alderman,  I  can- 
not see  how  we  can  with  any  grace  pursue 
a  different  plan.  You  are  openly  told* 
that  ministers  have  attempted  to  corrupt 
the  venerable  saees  of  the  law,  to  debauch 
them  from  the  interest  of  their  country, 
and  to  wheedle  them  into  decisions  con- 
trary to  their  oaths,  contrary  to  justice.  Is 
not  this  a  serious  matter  ?  Does  it  not  call 
loucUy  for  an  enquiry?  In  my  apprehension 
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it  b  truly  alanningy  and  should  rouse  as  into 
immedsate  action.  Are  vou  afraid  of  en- 
gaging in  a  fruitless  search,  and  of  not  be- 
ing able  to  convict  the  delinquents  I  That 
is  impossible ;  for  the  same  member  assures 
jou,  that  if  you  appoint  your  committeey 
and  grant  it  the  usual  powers  of  sendin^^ 
for  persons  and  papers,  he  will  prove  his 
allegations  at  the  bar  of  this  House.  What 
more  can  you  desire  ?  Here  is  a  direct 
and  positive  charge,  and  a  direct  and  posi- 
tive proof  is  offered.  How  can  the  grand 
inquest  of  the  nation,  whose  ears  ougnt  al- 
ways to  be  open  to  complaints  of  malver- 
sation, throw  out  a  bill,  which  has  so  many 
characters  of  a  true  bill  ?  For  my  part,  I 
look  upon  you  in  the  light  of  a  grand  jury, 
which,  though  not  bound  by  oath,  is  stiU 
bdund  by  honour,  and  justice,  and  con- 
science, to  find  according  to  the  evidence 
that  is  produced.  What  better  evidence 
can  vou  require  in  this  case  i  No  better 
can  hardly  be  imagined. 

As  an  additional  motive,  however,  let 
me  remind  you,  that  he  has  declared,  that 
he  heard  with  his  own  ears,  from  the 
mouth  of  lord  Mansfield,  words  expressive 
of  the  doctrines  now  arraigned.  Is  not 
this  the  very  thing  you  wanted  ?  It  is :  it 
Is  the  specific  charge,  for  which  some  gen- 
tlemen seemed  to  be  so  eager.  A  member 
of  your  own  House  stands  a  declared  wit- 
ness before  you.  He  mentions  persons 
and  things,  and  brings  the  charge  home  to 
the  supposed  culprit.  What  excuse,  what 
subterfuge,  now  remains  i  You  are  &irly 
beat  out  of  all  the  strong  holds,  in  which 
you  expected  to  make  so  notid>le  a  defence. 
Two  or  three  plain  words  overturn  all  your 
magic,  and  make  those  enchanted  castles, 
in  which  ;^ou  thought  yourselves  impreg* 
nable,  vanish  into  air.  In  vain  is  Ulysses, 
in  vain  is  Polyphemus,  and  his  one-eyed 
brothers,  pressed  into  your*  service. 
These  and  the  old  Greek  story,  which  we 
have  all  read»  become  mere  sound,  vox  et 
frcBtcrea  nihil. 

Consider,  I  beseech  you,  the  dangerxHis 
conseouences  of  the  doctrines  in  question; 
and,  it  you  will  not  be  moved  by  the  inte- 
rest of  the  public,  be  moved  b^  your  own. 
This  House  has  voted  away  its  privilege 
in  matters  of  libel.  Any  member  that  is 
supposed  to  have  been  concerned  in  com- 

{>osing,  printmg,  or  publishing  a  supposed 
ibel,  may,  by  a  mandate  of  Uie  court,  be 
seized  in  your  lobby,  or  dragged  from  his 
seat.  And  who  is  to  determine,  whether 
this  supposed  libel  deserves  the  name  of 
libel  or  not?    Not  a  jury ;  for  that  point 


does  not  cone  within  dieir  pnoDca,  be^ 
cause  it  is  an  inference  oClaw,  ad  thas^ 
fere  above  their  vhere.    It  bdoaan  osly 
to  the  judges.    They  ace  tfaeoBTj  na 
that  can  untie  the  Gordian  kiML   Evcsi 
member  of  this  Hooae,  though  cnli|^iifiwl 
by  the  pleading  of  GDunsel,  and  the  din^ 
tion  of  the  jo^e,  was  '■^''rpfr^  of  iai» 
veiling  thia   intricate   aCuc    Kot  im 
the  supporters  of  this  opjujon  thoi^ 
the  matter  fenneriy  so  thorny  and  difficak 
They  could,  in  the  case  of  Wilksa,  tob 
upon  them  to  decide  what  vasalibfll,  wi^ 
out  consulting  any  judge.    IsuppoKtber 
trusted  at  that  time,  tp  some  superasiaai 
assistance,  to  some  inspication  finoisboK, 
ejse  they  would  not  have  ""^V^W  tks 
solution  of  8o  difficult  a  ^roblenir   Or,  ii 
it  that  too  hard  application  to  tks  aiiia 
of  government  has  exhausted  their  fiod  4( 
understanding,  and  clouded  their  sii&ds? 
From  the  vast  care  whicfc  they  have  ubi 
to  settle  our  afiairs  at  home  aodsbcoal,! 
am  tempted  to  believe  that  this  is  tkcac 
Had  they  not  lost  dieir  former  peoetnM 
and  iudgment,  would  notthe  cooscqassca 
resulting  from  the  check  gWeo  to  the  e^ 
quiry  which  some  gentlemen  |Mn|M6Bdis 
ro^  into  the  affiur  of  St.  GeotgeVSekki 
have  taught  them  to  focward this  eaooiij.' 
Have  they  fbnjiot  the  murmua  and  iMiii' 
burnings  promiced  by  the  suppresBoa  i 
that constttutjonal measured  Tbecam^m 
talk  of  the  time  was,  that  you  bad  fiat 
excite  the  people  to  conqplaip,  that  tha 
you  massacred  them  for  complainip^  wi 
that  lastlv,  you  protected  and  revany 
the  muroereia  and  nwrnirsinit     I  do  sst 
say  with  what  justice  these  aapfrwem*^ 
thrown  upon  you ;  but  that  timy  wm 
thrown,  is  an  undoubted  &ct    Is  tba* 
not  reason  to  suspect,  thi^  the  rejection  rf 
this  motion  will  nave  a  simili^'  efect  I  Be 
assured  that  it  i^  r^iider  yon  sot  oolj 
odious,    but  despicable^      xou  will  be 
thought  possessed  of  no  fiiitb»  no  hQBo«« 
no  conscience.    Your  naaae  will  becosa 
the  ridicule  and  lau|^ung»stock  of  tk 
rabble.    The  House  will  be  aipsari  a 
songs  and  ballads,  and  dittia^  m  eiay 
street: 

«<  Fkhit  et  iasignis  tota  caalafcitnr  arte." 

The  autborlinn,  and  piintarii  li' 
printers  devils,  wiO  be  all  in  molioD*  "Ok 
press  will  labour  and  groan.  Newa-p^A 
pamphlets,  pons,  and  paiqni«|(tif%  wffi  ia* 
crease  and  multiply*  Orqb-atvael  ^ 
pour  out  its  thousands,  and  Rttenfieta^ 
roar  ita  t9«9  Of  thooaaDdf^aai  thstei 


MIJ  retp^Ptbig  t^s  A^m»tnfiion  ffCrimiHd  Justice^  K  D.  ITTa 


[IMt 


ill  be  one  8<eQe  of  antvchy  aad  eonfu* 
on.  Viev  ftUa  pi^lur^i  ^  r^^ct  Ibe 
M>tioB  if  yott  can. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  : 

8ir;  aothiDgeaD  he  moresfcraage 
r  incoDclusife  than  |h^  ratsoniog  ef  the 
8t  spcsaker.  He  take6  lA  for  granted,  Ibat, 
scordtog  to  tbd  aioeiiion  of  a  certaiQ 
denuan.  ihe  inlegrily  of  a  deeeased 
dge  was  tempt^ ;  and  upon  this  basis 
?  grounds  ibe  necessity  of  Ihe  jpraposed 
iquiry.  Bui  why  does  h^  not  give  credit 
the  whcde  of  this  surprising  inteUigence  I 
^hy  does  be  confiioa  bia  belief  to  ona 
df  ?  Wben  we  were  blessed  witb  tbis 
lecdote,  it  was  wideaslaod  that  the 
mpter  had  ao  poorer  over  the  jsidge. 
e  was  nioie  virtuous  tbaa  our  first  pa^ 
Dta,  Adans  and  £Te»  and  did  not  taale 
e  fbrbidd«A  fruit  By.  what  kusd  of 
;ic,  tbao»  do  you  nsaika  tbia  ftct  a  feui>< 
iion  for  the  enquirii  ?  Is  aa  iastanoe  of 
^ghtoess  ia  a  jnwo  9o  argunent  for 
n>ectJBg  alL  the  judges  of  makersalion 
d  corruption,  and  for  appopitiBg  a  cohu 
ittee  to  aift  tteir  coooiict?  1  believe 
ery  sober  maB  willdraw  a  quite  diffesent 
nclusion.  The  merest  noviee  in  the 
t  of  thinking  wiU  see  aad  £eel|  that  it 
raishes  the  atroagest  motive  for  supeiVi 
ling  aH  enquiry.  One  would  tlunk  that 
e  heads  of  our  patriots,  are  turned,  and 
tt  their  eagerness  to  serve  the  public, 
8  made  thorn  &rget  the  plainest  princi* 
»  of  reaaoD  as  well  as  justice.  Having 
good  end  in  view,  they  are  not  very 
'upuloua  about  the  nature  of  the  means, 
key  think  themselves  justified  in  doing 
tl,  if  good  comes  of  it.  So  fiur  are  they 
od  Christians.  I  mean  Christians  of 
yola's  sect.  Nor  ought  their  discre- 
a  in  pitching  on  a  dead  jndge  to  be  for- 
tten :  <*  Dead  folks  tell  no  tales,**  is  the 
iverb  of  the  foreign  robber.  Their  pru- 
9ce  therefbie  in  copying  bis  example, 
I  in  killing  their  evidence,  is  highly  to 
GommeDMd.  It  is  of  a  piece  wkh  that 
Boneaa  and  sincerity,  which  made  a  ge« 
*al  attack  upon  aU  the  judges,  wlwn 
y  one  was,  for  obvious  reasons,  and 
y  honourable  purposes,  the  o^ect  of 
igeaoca* 

[t  is  now,  indeed,  pretended,  that  aU  our 
Qts  are  aupplicd,  that  a  few  casual  ex« 
tssioaa  am  vague  dedaratieBs  cank- 
led  in  the  speechea  of  two  members^ 
re  totaUy  altered  the  ovigioal  state  of 
I  caaoy  suid  rendered  a  genetal  charge 
ticular.    Botwhanceiatbis  notion  w- 


rived  ?  la  the  origiaal  motion  withdrawn  ? 
Or  has  it  undergone  any  akeration  or 
amendment  ?  Nothing  can  be  farther  from 
the  truth.  It  still  remains  iti  statu  pio^ 
with  all  its  sins  and  imperfections  upim  ita 
head.  What  then,  in  the  name  of  blun- 
dering and  absuniity,  can  gentlemen 
mean,  by  telling  us,  that  we  have  now  be- 
fiwe  US  the  specific  eharge,  which  was  de» 
sired?  No,  »ir,  we  have  no  such  thing 
upon  the  table.  The  original  nsotion  lies 
there  still;  aad  the  particular  facts  or 
charges  in  question,  whether  true  or  ikkot 
were  only  introduced  to  aid  ita  progress 
through  the  House.  At  least,  we  cannot^ 
according  to  the  ibcma  and  orders  of  the 
House^  view  them  in  any  other  light. 
The  reasonings  therefore^  founded  on  tbia 
aappositioB,  were  logicid  and  just,  Mid  for 
the  contrary  reason,  tboae  of  the  lasa 
speaker,  were  absurd  and  Inconclusive. 
If,  sensMe  of  the  impropriety  or  impossi- 
bility  of  supporting  such  a  vague  and  un» 
determined  charge,  yon  choose  to  give  ue 
a  specific  charge,  yon  must  lay  year 
heads  togedier  once  morO)  aad  manafte- 
tuie  a  fresb  one^  or  new<*modd  t|ie  pre^ 


Sir,  it  is  not  diat  I  care,  if  the  Heuse 
take  this  lor  a  specific  charge,  and  apply 
the  general  assertions  of  the  member  whe». 
moved  it  to  lord  Mansfield.  I  am  not-  dia^ 
posed  to  iaiitate  that  delicacy  which 
prompted  him  to  accuse  all  the  judges  in*, 
stead  of  one.  I  will  be  firank  ana  open* 
I  will  fireely  confess  that  the  very  doc* 
trines,  which  he  condemned  in  terms,  m- 
deed,  not  very  precise  nor  intelligihie, 
but  still  in  such  terms,  as  his  eloquence 
afforded,  have  been  taught  fnmi  the  Bencht 
Not  indeed  that  I  was  m  court  when  they* 
were  delivered.  No;  I  do  not  pledge 
myself  to  the  House  as  a  witness.  Nor^m 
I  think  that  any  man  was  under  a  neces* 
sity  of  pledging  himself.  For  I  have  it 
from  the  best  authority,  that  the  heleroddx 
tenets  now  under  our  consideretien  are 
the  avowed  creed  of  the  judges,  and  that» 
if  they  are  heretics,  they  are  neretics  wiUr 
their  eyes  open.  These  articles  of- belief 
they  mve  adopted  upon  the  maturest  de^ 
liberation,  and  by  these  articles  they  are* 
willing  to  abide.  The  principd,  and  in^' 
deed  I  may  say  the  only  man,  at  whom 
Tim  aim,  8con»  to  ihrinkVi«m  jtmrhtow. 
He  will  meet  veu  in  ^e  open  fidkl,  widt 
equal  arms  and  without  any  odds.  For  he 
laughs  at  aU  the  terrors  of  your  patriotic 
ineuisition,  at  idl  your  tortures,  aU  your 
staaes^  aod  fires  and  iiiggots. 
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«<  Hie  man,  whoie  miod  mi  virtue  beot, 
PumMi  Mine  greatly  good  ioicol 

llVitb  oadiTcrtM  aim. 
Serene  beholda  the  angry  crvwd. 
Nor  can  their  chunows  fierce  and  lend 
atobbom  honour  tame." 


The  law  of.  the  land  will  be  bis  ihidd 
and  wall  of  definice ;  and  1  doubt  not  bot 
he  will,  by  its  aasiatance,  pass  mihiin 
through  your  ordeal.  He  will  come  out 
of  your  TOry  furnace  as  safe  and  sound  as 
DanieL    Not  a  hair  of  his  head  shall  be 


singed. 
The 


learned  serjeaDt  indeed,  for  we 
most  give  him  all  his  titles  of  honour ;  the 
learned  seijeant,  I  say,  blusters  and  swag- 
gers, and  swears  that  these  doctrines  are 
contrary  both  to  law  and  gospel,  that  they 
are  not  countenanced  by  any  precedents, 
and  that  if  any  precedents  should  be  found, 
he  will  prove  tnem  to  be  of  no  authority. 
But  what  will  this  man  of  law  say,  if  1 
prove  to  bim  that  they  have  the  sanction 
of  the  best  precedents,  and  are  the  known 
and  establisn^  law  of  the  land  ?  I  do  not 
choose  to  quote  Scroggs  or  Je&ries, 
tfaoueh  they  cannot,  in  ul  cases,  be  ac* 
cused  of  illc^  decisions.  I  will  produce 
the  best  authority  from  the  best  times.  I 
will  produce  the  authority  of  lord  chief 
wstice  Raymond,  who,  m  the  case  of 
Richard  Franklin  tried  in  December  17S1, 
before  lord  chief  justice  Raymond,  for 
printing  and  publishing  a  libd,  as  is  re- 
corded in  the  State  Trials,*  will  be  found 
to  hold  the  very  opinion  and  the  very  Ian* 
suage  which  are  now  represented  to  be 
ulegal,  and  charged  upon  ford  Mansfield  as 
crimes.  And,  because  it  may  have  more 
weight  with  the  House,  I  will  read  you  bis 
words :  **  It  is  my  opinion,''  says  chief 
justice  Raymond,  '<  that  it  is  not  material 
whedier  the  facts  charged  in  a  libel  be 
true  or  fidse,  if  the  prosecution  is  by  in- 
dictment or  information. — Therefore  I 
shall  not  allow  of  any  evidence  to  prove 
that  the  matters  charged  in  the  libel  are 
true ;  for  I  am  only  abiding  by  what  has 
been  formerly  done  in  cases  of  the  like 
nature. — In  this  information  or  libel,  there 
are  three  things  to  be  considered;  whereof 
two  by  you  the  jury,  and  one  by  us  the 
court.  The  first  thing  under  your  consi- 
deration is,  whether  the  defendant  is  guilty 
of  publishing  this  Craftsman  or  not  The 
second  is,  wnether  the  expressions  in  that 
letter  refer  to  his  present  majesty,  and  his 
principal  ofiicers  and  ministers  of  state> 

•  See  Howcirs  StataTrialSy  vol.  17,  p.  635. 


andareapplicibletotiiemornot>  Umii 

the  diief  thii^  in  die  infermsfioo;  forif 

you  think  that  these  defraHtorf  apra. 

sioos  are  not  applicable  to  theoi,  dm  ihe 

defendant  is  not  guilty  of  what  ii  cbargd 

upon  him :  bat  if  yoo  think  that  thej  at 

applicable  to  them,  then  he  is  gdltT,  pnv 

vnled  you  find  him  tobediepQUuherof 

that  paper.    These  are  the  two  matlen  of 

fiict,  that  come  under  your  considattoii, 

and  of  which  you  are  proper  judges.  6a 

then  there  is  a  third  thmg,  towit,  Wbethe 

these  defiunatory  expressions  amooDt  ui 

libel  or  not?  This  does  not  bdong  to  tbi 

office  of  the  juir,  but  to  the  officeof  the 

court;  because  it  is  a  matter  of  hvoi 

not  of  fact,  and  of  which  the  oourtuetbe 

only  proper  judges.    If  either  of  tlie  pv- 

ties  is  not  satisfied,  there  is  redittttobe 

had  at  another  place ;  for  we  are  not  bee 

to  invade  one  another's  province,  as  iioov 

of  late  a  notion  among  some  people,  tlto 

ought  to  know  better;  for  roattenoifiw 

and  matters  of  fiitct  are  never  to  becn- 

founded — 1  have  laid  aside  the  poioti  of 

law,  1  mean,  whether  these  deftouMj 

expressions  amount  to  a  libd  or  not;  b^ 

cause  that  can  only  be  determined  byiiie 

court,  and  if  either  party  is  diaatned, 

there  is  proper  redress  to  be  had  stanodKr 

place.    There  was  one  thing  more  ioe> 

tioned  by  the  ddendant's  coooseli  vkkh 

was,  there  is  no  room  to  think  that  letter 

libellous,  because  there  couldbeoonafia 

supposed  by  inserting  it  in  the  Craftsnu 

But  that  will  not  do ;  for  the  iojurj  istiie 

same  to  the  person  scandalised,  akthcr 

the  letter  was  inserted  out  of  malice  or 

not.     ISesides,  there  is   no  knowing  ff 

proving  particular  malice,  otherwiie  dm 

from  the  fiict  itself;  and  therefore,  if  ^ 

act  imports  as  much,  it  is  suffideot  SDi 

gentlemen,  if  you  are  sensible  aixl  coO' 

vinced  that  the  defendant  puUished  ^ 

'  Craftsman  of  the  2d  of  Januaiy  last,a^ 

that  the  defiiraatory  expressioDa  is  tbe 

letter  refer  to  the  ministers  of  Great  fit^ 

tain,  then  you  ought  to  find  the  delcodal 

guilty ;  but,  if  you  think  otherwiae,  tbo 

you  ought  to  find  him  not  guil^.'' 

Such,  Sir,  were  the  doctrines  of  M 
chief  justice  Raymond,  and  such  aie  tbe 
doctrines  of  lord  Mansfield  alaa  Sir 
PhUip  Yorice,  and  Mr.  Talbot,  die  ^ 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  Geneial,  gnt  lib- 
wise  the  sanction  of  their  great  vaa^f 
this  law.  Sir  Philip  Yo^e  aaid,  <<Mj 
lord,  did  ever  any  man  think  it  oecetf? 
to  prove  every  part  of  the  libd,  vbeaitf 
not  material  whether  the  matter,  or  ac«- 
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lalouB  words,  or  nenrs  in  the  libd,  be  true 
>r  false  ? — GentleineDy  if  you  acquit  the 
lefendant,  you  must  say  on  your  oath, 
hat  the  letter  writer  did  not  mean  the  mi- 
listers  of  Great  Britain ;  and  can  you  say 
hat  he  did. not,  and  that  it  is  not  applica- 
>le  to  them  ?•— Againi  it  is  said,  that  this 
»nnot  be  a  libel,  though  the  words  are 
inderstood  to  be  applicable  to  the  persons 
nentioned  in  the  information:    because 
rhat  is  affirmed   in  the  letter   can  be 
>roved  to  be  true :  as  to  that,  I  must  say, 
bat  it  is  no  matter  whether  the  words  be 
rue  or  false,  if  it  is  published  as  a  libel, 
Old  the  prosecution  be  by  indictment  or 
aformation. — Next,  gentlemen,  I  would 
(ave  you*  to  observe,  that  it  is  no  part  of 
'our  office  to  consider  or  determine  whe- 
her  this  letter  is  a  libel,  or  not,  ( though 
he  defendant's  counsel  insinuated  that  it 
TBS  a  part  thereof) :  you  are  only  to  con- 
ider  whether  the  expressions  therein  are 
aeant  to  refer  to  the  present  king  and 
LIS  ministers,  aod  are  properly  applicable  to 
liem :  but  whether  this  amounts  to  a  libel, 
T  crime,  is  only  the  office  of  a  court  to 
etermine :    fpr,  suppose  a  man  was  ac- 
cused of  felony,  the  court  will  determine 
rhether  it  amounts  to  it  or  not.    It  is  so 
3  high  treason,  and  all  n^isdemeanors,  in 
^hich  the  Jury  is  to  determine  the  facts, 
Qd  the  judges  are  tp  determine  the  crime 
nd  the  punishment,  as  being  matters  of 
iw.    And  it  is  confounding  the  office  of 
lie  court,  and  of  the  jury,  to  pretend  to 

0  otherwise ;  and  it  is  likewise  a  pervert- 
ig  of  the  law.  So,  gentlemen,  1  submit 
.  to  you,  whether  you  are  not  convinced 

1  your  consciences,  that  the  defendant  is 
le  publisher  of  that  Craftsman ;  and  se- 
ondly  whether  you  are  not  likewise  con- 
Inced,  th^t  the  expressions  in  that  letter 
re  to  be  understood  o?  the  court  and  mi- 
inters  of  Great  Britain.  These  are  the 
iro  things  now  under  your  consideration  ; 
rr,  as  to  the  question  whether  these  words 
mount  to  a  libel,  or  not,  you  have  nothing 
»  do  with  that ;  it  being  the  office  of  the 
3urt  to  determine  whether  they  do,  or  do 

What  think  you  now  !  Is  not  this  a  case 
1  point  ?  Are  there  now  no  precedents, 
:>  authority  for  the  do9trines  in  Question? 
re  thev  still  contrary  to  law  ana  gospel  ? 
fear  the  learned  serjeant  has  not  suffi- 
entJy  considered  the  case.  Certain  I  am 
tat,  if  he  has  bestowed  any  time  and  ap- 
licatioD  i:4[>on  it,  he  has  only  laboured  to 
inder  himself  and  his  friends  ridiculous. 
or^  notwithstanding  his  confident  asser- 


tions, it  appears  that  lord  Mansfield's  doc- 
trine of  libels  is  so  far  from  being  novel, 
that  it  is  ancient,  and  established  firom 
time  immemorial,  and  it  is  the  Serjeant's 
opinion  that  is  novel  and  new-fiingled. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Raymond  calls  it,  *<  a 
late  notion  among  some  people,  who  ought 
to  know  better ;"  and  I  think  we  may 
very  justly  appl;^  his  words  to  the  promo- 
ters of  tills  motion,  who  ought  to  know, 
and,  I  verily  believe  do  know,  that  they 
are  at  this  moment  arraigning  (he  avowed 
and  established  law  of  the  land.  I  appeal 
to  the  candour  and  honesty  of  all  the  kir- 
vers  in  opposition,  whether  lord  Mansfield 
has  not  in  the  case  of  libels  followed  the 
universal  practice  of  his  predecessors,  and 
expounded  the  law  according  to  precedent^ 
Has  there  ever  been  any  objection  made 
in  court  I  Have  not  the  court  and  bar 
been  always  unanimous  in  approving  this 
practice?  What  but  this  is  the  reason 
that  the  learned  serjeant  never  moved  in 
arrest  of  judgmen^t,  and  never  tried  the 
cause  in  another  place  ?  The  thing  speaks 
for  itself.  Had  he  not  known  that  the  law 
had  been  religiously  observed,  he  would 
have  appealed  to  a  nigher  tribunal. 

What  then.  Sir,  could  induce  him  to 
make  a  motion  for  enquiring  into  the  con- 
duct of  men  whom  he  knew  to  be  blame- 
less? Why  does  he  attack  lord  Mans- 
field for  embracing  tenets  embraced  by 
the  dead  as  well  as  the  living,  by  Dennisout 
Yates,  and  Foster,  as  well  as  by  Wilmot, 
Ashurst,  and  Blackstone  ?  I  am  ashamed 
to  guess  at  the  motive.  Let  it  rest  in  his 
own  breast  It  seems  to  be  the  properest 
lodging  for  such  a  guest.  He  ^ay  call  it 
patriotism.  But  who  will  believe  him  ?  If 
I  know  myself,  I  am  as  great  a  friend  to 
liberty,  law,  and  the  constitution,  as  any 
man  m  this  House. .  But  I  do  not  think 
that  liberty  consists  in  the  p<urer  of  at- 
temptioff  wnatever  the  violence  and  impa* 
tence  of  a  factious  spirit  may  suggest,  but 
in  being  subjected  to  no  other  master  bufe 
the  law.  Nor  do  I  think  that  law  is  found- 
ed on  the  whimsies  of  a  distempered  ima- 
gination, or  the  dreams  of  an  unenUght- 
ened  patriot,  but  on  a  course  of  dear  and 
undisputed  precedents.  As  little  can  I 
imagine  that  the  constitution  is  benefited 
by  bringing  groundless  and  ridiculous 
charges  against  the  judges,  or  depositaries 
of  the  law.  For  these  reasons,!  cannot 
extol  the  conduct  of  the  supporters  of  this 
question.  What  do  they  mean?  To 
loosen  all  the  bands  of  society,  and  to  re« 
duce  us  to  the  state  of  nature ;    Have  noi 
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their  effisitt  lorome  tiM  spifit  of  dtfcerd 
Affored  fufieienUy  sueoMfiil  alfeady? 
Hate  tiiey  not  set  the  aod  agauMt  the  fa* 
dier,  BDd  the  wife  against  the  bmband  ? 
Conrider,  Sir^  the  pcnoiM,  upon  whom 
you  mdkB  this  wanton  attack.  I  know  not 
what  you  may  think  of  tiiem  and  thenr 
office;  but  to  me  they  appear  sacred  and 
ygnOrabia^  1  never  enter  their  courti  but 
with  the  lame  awe  and  reference  that  I 
enter  the  temlefl  of  ^e  divinity.  I  Uimk 
I  tread  on  holy  gronnd^  How,  then,  dm 
I  with  patience  hear  them  unjustly  yiiified 
and  traduced?  My  indignation  hoik, 
when  the  cant  of  patriotism  dares  to  pro- 
fime  those  inviolaDie  names  and  chankctets 
which  I  so  highly  reTerence,  and  almost 
adore.  I  penetrate  their  dark  designs; 
and  in  thenr  success  I  foresee  the  downfal 
af  the  state;  for  it  cannot  a  moment  sur- 
fire  the  ruin  of  the  laws,  and  of  the  judges 
who  support  them.  But  who  can  be  so 
weak  as  to  imagiae  that  they  will  saoeeed  ? 
Only  two  judges  are  accused.  One  has 
been  satis&ctorily  justified,  by  an  hon. 
geatieman  who  sits  near  me.  No  man 
has  been  hardy  enough  to  omitradiet  him. 
The  other  I  have  vmdicatdd  in  such  a 
naanoer,  I  believe,  that,  if  opposition 
has  any  grace  left,  it  will  not' attempt  a 
reply. 

What  is  the  r^ult  of  the  whole  >  Two 
judges  only  bein^  arraigned,  and  these 
two  being  fuUy  vmdioat^,  there  remains 
net  the  shadow  of  a  pretence  for  an  en- 
quiry. And  if;  after  all,  we  do  enquire, 
we  shall  become  truly  ridiculous  and  con- 
temptible. We  may  then  be  well  supposed 
destitute  of  an  honour,  all  justice,  all  inte- 
gritv.  The  press  wiU,  with  reason,  teem 
witn  satires,  libeb,  aiid  lampoons.  We 
shail,  indeed,  become  the  just  objects  of 
abusive  epigrams,  puns,  and  pasquinades. 
No  rooi%  will  be  left  for  complain- 
ing of  Grub-street,  for  pouring  out  its 
thousands  of  songs  and  ballads,  nor  of  Pa- 
ter-noster«row  for  vomiting  its  tens  of 
thousands  of  pamphlets  and  news-papers, 
la  order  to  prevent  this  catastrophe,  this 
anarchv  and  confusion,  whidi  would  ne- 
esssariiy  follow  the  enquiry,  let  us  reject 
the  motion  with  the  contempt  which  it 
deserves.  Thus  will  you  preserve  the  cha- 
racter  of  a  steady  cmd  upright  House  of 
€oramoDS,  thus  will  you  remove  the  jea- 
hiusieaaad  discontents  of  the  people ;  thus 
will  you  be  loved  and  honoured  by  the 
present  a^,  and  esteemed  and  reverenced 
by  posterity.  View  this  picture,  and  adopt 
Ibei  enquiry  if  yoiscan.r 


Mr.  SetjeAnt  Glymi  ftae  to  thttk  at 
Gilbert  Elhot  for  coming  a  little  DCsrwH 
the  question  than  the  gentlemte  oe  til 
Treasury  side  of  the  House,  who  spofebe* 
ibre  him,  had  chosen  to  do.  He  nU  lH 
thanked  him  fp»r  dialiging  the  nsfan  tt 
least  of  the  succeeding  part  cf  the  ddak^ 
and  preventing  the  gehuemen  (rom  eesi* 
noing  to  call  &e  ground  of  his  motisB  s^ 
diing  but  idle  reports  and  iU-fbeodedit^ 
momr.  He  thanked  him,  too,  for  d^NW 
iog  with  the  necessity  of  calling  wiioeai 
to  the  delivery  of  these  docttines;  andftr 
having  bOme  his  testimony  to  te  tnahd 
the  reports: — Sir  Gilbert  laiewsfniii Ik 
best  autiiority,  he  tells  us,  <*  that  tfaeaeat 
the  doctrines  delivered.''  Mr.  (HfUi 
sind,  it  was  more  manly  to  avow  dieis  ii 
that  manner,  and  more  friendly  to  the  ju^f 
who  was  supposed  to  have  delivered  M 
doctrines,  tnan  td  shuffle  in  the  mamt 
the  other  gentlemen,  as  if  thej  sw 
ashamed  to  own  them,  as  if  they  diditf 
dare  to  look  such  tenets  in  the  nee.  He 
said,  they  had  now  at  least  got  sometM^ 
to  go  upon  in  the  debate ;  the  dsctmtt 
now,  he  supposed,  Must  be  avoi^ssd^ 
fended  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  odierill 
of  the  House,  who  hitherto  had  h^  * 
cautiously  aloof.  He  sakl  he  would  dM 
the  genUeman  on  his  owii  groasd,ttf 
Trial  of  Franklin.  And  first,  for  tfaedM 
Justice  Raymond:  he  says,  accerdisgit 
fhe  authority  whidh  the  genttemsD  ^ 
quoted,  that  <<  it  is  not  material  wheilitf 
the  facts  charged  in  a  libel  be  true  or  &li4 
if  the  prosecution  is  by  indidmeDt  orU' 
formation,  he  will  not  aHowof  ssyen* 
dence  to  prove  the  truth  of  them:"  v 
he  says  this  is  '*  only  abiding  by  wInClM 
been  formerly  done  in  other  cases  of  ^ 
like  nature.''  Sir  Gilbert  says  ^^ 
and  the  other  docCrines  are  the  Icdovh  m 
received  law  of  the  land,  acknowledgedlf 
all  the  gentlemen  at  the  bar,  sad  neitf 
complaaned  of  at  any  time."  In  xdj^ 
nion,  said  Mr.  Glynn,  the  very  coottnf 
appears  from  this  very  trial.  And  ft* 
the  counsel  ibr  the  defenduit  do  bf  lA 
means  admit  tliese  doctrines. 

Mr.  Bootle,  speaking  to  t^jary,flfi» 
"  Gentlemen,  the  informatioD  cooW* 
two  charges  with  rc^rd  to  this  paper  ;ttr 
first  is  for  spreading  false  news;  andw 
second  is  for  publishing  a  false,  scandakwir' 
and  seditious  libf^.  As  these  thiocK^ 
only  asserted  and  averred  in  the  nifei*' 
tion,  it  is  incumbent  on  them  to  jf^ 
them.— Again,  I  suppose  for  aigj"*^ 
sake,  that  though  yousbooUbew^ 
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lion  that  this  piece  of  foreign  news  is  a 
ibel  or  scandal  upon  his  majesty's  officers 
ir  ministers ;  yet  I  submit  it  to  you,  whe- 
her  you  can  say,  on  your  oaths,  that  it 
loes  amount  to  a  false,  scandalous,  and 
editiouB  libel,  as  it  is  asserted  and  averred 
n  the  information  ?  And  I  submit  it  to 
rou  whether  it  is  not  incumbent  On  them  to 
>rove  that  it  is  false,  scandalous,  and  sedi- 
ious,  before. you  can  find  it  by  your  Ter- 
lict  to  be  so«— Let  us  suppose  that,  &c.— 
hen  to  be  sure,  the  allegation  was  true, 
nd  therefore  could  not  l^  &lse,  scanda- 
»us,  or  seditious.'' 

After  the  Chief  Justice  had  ^ven  it  as 
ia  opinion,  that  true  or  fidse  it  was  the 
ime  thing ;  that  he  would  admit  no  evi- 
3nce  about  it ;  and  that,  in  so  doing,  he 
as  only  abiding  by  what  had  been  for- 
lerly  done  in  other  cases  of  the  like  na- 
ire ;  Mr.  Bootle  replied,  <*  My  lord,  then 
must  submit  it  to  your  lordship,  whether 
lis  will  not  tend  to  the  utter  suppression 
f  the  liberty  of  the  press,  which  hath  been 
t>  beneficial  to  the  nation  in  general? 
Lnd,  my  lord,  I  humbly  apprehend, 
hough  a  publisher  of  news  nappens  to  be 
aistakeii  in  what  he  publishes,  it  cannot 
e  called  malicious  nor  seditious,  but  only 
n  error  committed  through  ignorance  or 
liarepresentation  of  his  correspondents. 
Lgatn,  my  lord,  if  the  defendant  is  not  al- 
»wed  to  bring  in  his  evidence,  that  some 
art  of  his  news  are  true,  then  if  he  is 
>und  guil^,  he  is  found  guilty  of  all  that 
charged  on  him  in  tne  mformation, 
tough  he  is  only  guilty  of  part  thereof, 
think  this  evidence  will  be  allowed  be- 
reen  particular  persons  with  relation  to 
cirpnrate  affiiirs;  for  they  will  not  be 
■ind  ffuilty  of  the  whole,  when  they  are 
ftly  guilty  of  a  part;  and  why  should  not 
c  same  be  allowed  with  respect  to  public 
Burs  ?  As  the  Star-chamber  is  now  abo- 
ihed,  I  do  not  know  how  far  that  doc- 
ine  may  be  adhered  to.  I  should  be  glad 
*  have  one  instance  or  authority  of  this, 
id  of  there  being  no  need  to  prove  news 
» be  true :  and  also  where  a  publisher  of 
»W8  ia  not  allowed  to  say  that  this  piece 
'news  is  true,  because  it  relates  to  the 
iblic  affairs  of  the  nation.  Is  theriB  no 
stinction  to  be  made  between  fidse  news 
id  true  news  ?  And  cannot  we  now  ani- 
advert  or  take  notice  of  the  public  af- 
lr»y  and  insert  them  in  the  papers  as  weH 

formerly  ?  If  this  is  the  case,  it  wiD  be 
dangerous  andfiHal  conseauenoe  indeed, 

mattevs  oi  state,  or  panic  affiurs,  are 
»t  to  be  laeddbd  with,  or  inserted  ia  the 


newspapers,  notwithstanding  theyare  true^ 
but  at  the  peril  of  him  that  does  it.  They 
may  as  well  at  once  take  away  the  li- 
berty of  the  press ;  and  then  we  shall  dl 
live  in  darkness  and  ignorance,  which  may- 
occasion  disorders  enough  in  the  nation. 
Therefore  I  submit  it  to  your  lordship 
whether  this  will  not  be  of  dangerous  con- 
quence  to  punish  a  person  for  publishina 
true  news  as  well  as  false ;  and  whether  it 
can  be  justly  said  in  the  information  thai 
the  defendant  intended  to  publish  false 
news?" 

After  this  Mr.  Strange,  of  counsel  also 
for  the  defendant,  far  from  beins  satisfied 
with,  or  acmiiescing  to  the  Chief  Justice's 
opinion,  said,  **  The  next  part  of  our  evi- 
dence shall  be  to  prove  that  we  have  pubi 
lished  true  news,  and  not  false  as  charged 
in  the  information."  Lord  Chief  Justice. 
**  I  am  very  well  satisfied  that  I  cannot  ad- 
mit it.  I  have  given  Mr.  Bootle  my  opi- 
nion already  about  it;  and  if  it  is  not  acr 
cording  to  their  liking,  they  know  where  to 
apoly  to  have  it  rectified."  Mr.  Bootle. 
**  My  lord,  in  efiect  it  hath  been  called  an 
absurdity  to  think,  that  speaking  the  truth 
of  any  magistrate,  or  other  public  person, 
in  the  aews,  can  go  unpunished ;  because 
if  that  magistrate,  or  public  person,  have 
doQO  any  mjury,  then  it  was  said,  that 
there  is  a  remedy  provided  another  way 
than  by  publicly  exposing  him  and  defame 
ing  his  cnaracter ;  as  weU  as  there  is  a  re- 
medy provided  for  having  satisfiurtion  of  a 
private  person  for  any  injury  done  by  him, 
without  scandalizing  him  directly  or  indi- 
rectly in  any  public  paper.  But  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  how  it  must  be  gone 
abcnit."  To  all  this,  instead  of  any  rear 
soning,  instead  of  giving  any  one  instance 
or  authority  for  this  doctrine  (which  Mr. 
Bootle  caUed  upon  him  to  give),  the 
Chief  Justice  contented  himself  with  say- 
ing.—«*  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  as  be- 
fore." Notwithstanding  this  repetition  of 
the  Chief  Justice's  opinion,  Mr.  Taylor, 
also  of  counsel  for  the  defendant,  does  af- 
terwards say  to  the  jury-^<<  The  iGeictB 
which  you,  gentlemen,  are  to  try,  are, 
whether  the  defendant,  Mr.  Franklin, 
printed  and  published  this  papery  and 
whether  you  can,  upon  your  oath,  say  that 
it  is  a  false,  scandalous,  and  seditious  libeL^ 

I  think,  said  Mr.  Glynn,  it  is  very  pkdn 
firom  hence,  that  lora  chief  justice  Kay- 
mond'a  doctrine,  about  truth  and  false- 
hood, was  not  Uie  known,  received,  and 
acknowledged  law  of  the  land;  that  the 
oounael  did  not  acquiesce  tO'it ; .  but,  oa 
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the  coDtraiy^did  reroltat  it,  did  refuse  to 
acknowledee  it,  and  in  their  answers  to  the 
Chief  Justice,  carried  their  complaints  to 
the  utmost  verge  of  decency.  Nor  did 
the  Chief  Justice  establish  his  doctrine  by 
any  instance  or  authority,  though  called 
upon  by  Mr.  Bootle  to  do  so.  And  shall 
this  unfounded,  unsupported,  onreceived 
opinion,  established  neither  on  the  princi- 
ples of  law  nor  reasons-shall  it  be  suppos- 
ed to  have  gained  in  the  space  of  thir^  or 
forty  years,  solidity  and  .settlement  enough 
to  become  itself  a  foundation  ?  A  foancb- 
tion  on  which  to  build  so  ponderous  and 
enormous  a  mass  of  injustice  and  absurdi- 
ty as  the  doctrine  now  contended  for? 
But  to  proceed  to  the  other  positions  of 
lord  chief  justice  Raymond*  He  says, 
^  the  two  matters  of  Act  for  the  jury's 
consideration  are,  the  publication,  and  the 
Mplication  or  reference  of  the  expressions : 
that,  whether  the  de&roatory  expressions 
amount  to  a  libel  or  not,  this  does  not  be- 
hmg  to  the  office  of  the  jury,  but  to  the  of- 
fice of  the  court;  because  it  is  a  matter  of 
law  and  not  of  fact,  and  of  which  the 
court  are  the  only  proper  judges."  He 
aays  besides,  that  to  say  the  letter  is  **  Qot 
lilielloas,  because  there  could  be  no  ma* 
lice  supposed,  will  not  dow"  And  he  gives 
these  two  reasons  why  it  will  not  do. 
**  For,  says  he,  the  injury  is  the  same  to 
the  person  scandalized,  whether  the  letter 
wasinsorted  out  of  malice  or  not^— Besidn, 
there  is  no  knowing  or  proving  particular 
malice,  otherwise  than  from  the  act  itself.*' 

I  shall  here,  said  Mr.  Glynn,  first  take 
notice  that  in  his  charge  to  the  jury, 
which  is  not  a  very  long  one,  the  Chief 
Justice,  seven  times  over,  calls  the  expres- 
aions  of  the  letter  defamatory  expres- 
aioDs ;  another  time  he  calls  them  scan- 
dalous expressions;  another  time  dark, 
defimiatory  expressions ;  and  another  time 
very  scandalous  and  reflecting  expres- 
aions;  and  he  says  they  are  very  scandal- 
ous and  reflecting,  **  because  they  charge 
Ills  present  majesty,  and  his  principal  mi- 
nisters of  state,  if  they  mean  them,  with 
perfidy  in  breaking  of  treaties,  ruining,  in 
a  manlier,  their  country,"  &c  as  you  may 
iee  at  hum  in  the  letter. 

Now  I  should  be  ^ad  to  know,  said 
Mr.  Glynn,  by  what  authority  the  Chief 
Justice  called  these  expressions  dark,  de- 
ftmatory,  scandalous,  very  scandalous, 
and  reflecting?  When  was  that,  point  de- 
termined? Who  had  determined  it?  Not 
the  jury ;  for  they  had  not  vet  given .  a 
▼erdict.    Net  the  couitf  for  toe  court  had 
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given  no  opinion.    By  wbon  dien  bad 
the  expressions  been  foood  to  be  dete- 
tory,  Stc  ?   B^  the   Attorney  Geoenl, 
who  filed  the  mfbrmatioii«— Bat,  nppoR 
such  were  the  Attorney  Generd'i  po»er 
over  the  subjects  of  this  fauid,  thtf  vbt^ 
ever  he  calls  scandalous,  defiimtorj,  kt 
is  to  pass  for  such;  to  what  ead  doeitfe 
Chief  Justice  caD  the  expresaonio  to  de 
jury,  who,  according  to  him,  sreooljts 
find  the  publicatian  of  the  psper,  snd  the 
application  of  the  expresBMHU;  but  wis 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  astore  of  tk 
expressions;  whose  province  it  is  not  to 
know  or  consider  whether  the  eipronou 
are  or  are  not  acandaloos  and  de&oS' 
tory?  Why  does  the  Chief  JoUke  to) 
them  that  the  expressions  in  the  ktter 
convey  a  diai^ge  of  **  perfidy  in  breiba^ 
of  treaties,    ruining   in  a  msoner  dxir 
country,.  &c"    Has  he  not  told  cbca, 
that  it  is  not  for  their  considerstioD  fle- 
ther  the  expressions  ^  amount  to  a  Qid 
or  not  ?"  that  is,  whether  thev  sre  vb 
he  terms  them,  <<  scandalous,  oeftBiitotT. 
reflecting,  or  not  ?**— ^hy  does  tfaeM 
Justice  i^di — **  As  you  may  see  at  large 
in  the  letter?"  Has  he  not  told  tfaes. 
<*  itisnopartoftheiroffioetoseesnjRd 
thing  in  the  letter?'*  that  it  ''does  «c 
belong  to  the  jury,  bat  to  the  cooit?  tk 
it  isamatter  of  law,  not  offiuA?"  Apk 
why  does  he  tdl  the  jury  <«  thstitvUlMC 
do  to  say  the  letter  is  not  libdkms,becaai 
there  could  be  no  asalice supposed?"  it' 
cording  to  his  doctrine,  the  jary  ue  vs 
to  consider  what  is  essential  to  i  ^ 
and  whether  malice  makes  the  letter  libel- 
lous or  not.    Why  then  wiU  be,  ^ 
would  not  suffer  one  word  or  mooest  u 
be  employed  about  die  truth  of  the  fettdi 
because,  as  he  said,  it  was  not  msterial  ^ 
pertinent ;  why  would  lie  spend  bis  on 
words  and  time  in  telling  ue  ysjy^^ 
would  and  what  would  not  mske  akoe^ 
libellous'?  whidi  point,  according  to  Is 
own  doctrine,  was  no  morepertnefltv 
or  concerned  in  the  verdict  of  tfaej^T 
than  the  other.    It  is  evident,  is  ^ 
parts  of  his  charge,  the  judge  oootrodicft 
and  forgets  his  own  doctrine.    He  isgvi^ 
of  the  same  contradiction  aod  ftfge<^' 
ness  tfaroo^oat  die  whole  trisl,  irhaeft 
he  thinks  it  will  serve  to  get  a  veidict  ^ 
guilty  from  die  jury,  which  was  eviAa^ 
die  sole  aim  of  the  judge :  fat  Hm^^ 
will  not  admit  of  any  evidence  to  prv* 
the  truth  of  die  alle^ions  in  tbe  kte' 
nor  give  ear  to  any  thmg  tending  to  pr^^ 
the  pubUcadon  not  oHilicioaBi  m  ^ 
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letter itidf  not tcaaddoiM  and  seditious; 
fet  he  SII&I9  the  oouDsel  for  the  crowo 
tei  Qse  every  argument  of  aggravation, 
krachiog  the  malice,  the  sedition,  and  the 
icaodal  of  the  letter ;  nay  he  helps  them 
Mt  himself,  and  declares  the  expressions 
to  be  scandalous,  dark,  defiEunatorv,  very 
fcandalous,  and  reflecting;  and  he  per- 
nits  the  counsel  for  the  crown  to  spend 
wo  hours  in  examining  witnesses  and 

Brs,  tending  only  to  prove  the  false- 
i  of  an  insiouatea  charge  in  that  letter 
Igainst  the  ministers;  and  when  he  finds 
|t  last  that  they  cannot  bring  proper  proof 
!br  their  purpose,  he  asks  the  Attorney 
Seneral— <«  Is  this  essential  or  not  V*  The 
jLttomev  Genial,  well  understanding  the 
lint  of  toe  judse  (as  well  as  hints  are  too 
iften  now  und(Brstood  amongst  us),  and 
powing  the  whole  inability  to  bring  suf« 
ident  proof  of  the  point  he  luid  been 
ID  long  contending,  answers — *^  No/'— 
*  Why  then,'*  repKes  the  Chief  Justice, 
f  hath  there  been  almost  two  hours  spent 
iboQt  it  ?"  And  I  ask,  said  Mr.  Glynn, 
tlnr  was  there  a  moment  spent  about  it  ? 
jVhy  was  not  the  Chief  Justice  as  quick 
pid  as  ready  to  prevent  the  aggravations 
iffalsehood^mahce,  scandal,  and  sedition, 
urged  throughout  the  trial  by  the  counsel 
Sir  the  crown ;  as  he  was  instant  to  stop 
oe  counsel  for  the  defendant  from  urging 
Ibe  alleviating  circumstances  of  truth,  no 
lialice,  no  scandaU  no  sedition  I  If  this 
loctrme  had  been  true,  that  the  charge  of 
iihehoed  was   immaterial,  and  that  the 
nry  bad,  nothing  to  do  with  the  considera» 
tm  of  the  malice,  the  scandal,  and  the  se- 
iitjon  of  the  paper,  why  sufer  them  to  be 
Dsisted  on  ana  pressed  upon  the  Juiy? 
(bey  ought  not  to  have  been  mentioned 
H  all ;  the  jury  ought  not  to  have  been 
wigudiced  oy  them,  since  their  verdict 
Fas  to  be  confined  to  simple  publication 
led  application*    At  least  the  judge  who 
uifers  aggravations  to  be  used,  which  are 
■ipertinent  to  the  question  before  the 
Biy,'  and  yet  by  which  the  jury  may  be 
^udiced,  ougAt  at  least  to  hear  the  al- 
pviating  circumstances  in  answer,  which 
Bay  serve  to  take  off  the  preiudice*    And 
boi||^  the  chief  justices  Raymond  and 
msJBeld  sav,  that  truth  is  not  material, 
^  think  it  wUl  not  be  denied  to  be  at  least 
pa  alleviation.    When  I  say  I  tiiink  it  will 
Mit,  I  am  mistaken :  I  should  say  it  ought 
Y^\  for  1  know  it  has  been  said,  that,  so 
|r  from  an  allevjation,  it  is  an.  aggrava- 
JM^  and  that  a  thinff  may  be  more  a 
wel  because  true.    Howefer^  tbeodi 
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some  JQ^^es  may  chuse  to  consider  truth 
in  a  criminal  light,  I  am  well  persuaded 
that  it  will  always  continue  to  be  thought 
at  least  an  alleviation  by  juries.  But  if 
this  be  really  the  case,  if  truth  is  an  ag- 
gravation, why  do  not  the  counsel  for  the 
crown  always  urge  the  truth  amongst  their 
other  aggravations  I  why  do  they  always, 
on  the  contrary,  urge  the  falsehood  ?  By 
what  accident  came  the  word  *  false'  to  slip 
in  and  be  retained  in  all  the  informations 
ever  yet  brought,  till  within  the  last  seven 
years?  How  happened  it  that  the  law 
made  in  the  Sd  of  Edward  the  Ist,  in 
1275,  entitldl,  '<  An  Act  that  none  ihall 
report  slanderous  news  whereby  discord 
may  arise,"  how  happened  it  to  be  ex- 
pressed in  these  woras—**  Forasmuch  as 
there  have  been  oftentimes  found  in  the 
country  devisors  of  tales,  Ac.  it  is  com- 
manded that  from  henceforth  none  be  ae 
hardy  to  tell  or  publish  any  fake  news  oc 
tales,  &c" 

It  is  very  plain,  that  both  thecoonael  ttig* 
inff  falsehood,  and  the  original  firamers  of 
informations,  and  those  who  tuade  the  law. 
of  Edward  the  1st,  all  thought  ftlsdiood  • 
very  material,  if  not  the  chief  paft  oC  the 
cjiarge.  And  why,  if  the  jury  SM  noa 
to  judge  whether  the  paper  in  questiob  ia 
or  is  not  a  libel,  why  should  the  chief 
justices  Raymond  and  Mansfield  Ull  the 
jury,  that  the  paper  is  not  less  a  libel  be- 
cause true  I  why  instruct  the  jury  con- 
cerning the  nature  of  a  libel,  if  the  juiy 
have  nothing  to  do  with  thiU,  if  it  is  no 
part  of  their  office  to  determine  whether 
It  is  a  libel  or  not } 

But  it  has  been  said,  that  these  doc- 
trines have  the  sanction  of  sir  Philip  Yorke 
and  Mr.  Talbot,  the  then  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  General.  It  appears  la  me  that- 
the  very  contrary  may  be  gathered  froni 
this  very  triaL  The  Attorney  General 
says—*'  My  lord,  and  genUemen  of  the 
juiv»  dec.  The  prcsant  libel  will  appear 
to  be  a  libel  qS  that  nature,  and  attended 
with  the  most  aggravation  jcircumstancea 
of  any  ever  yet  publishea,'  Ac.  Here  ia 
a  plain  charge  of  perfidy.— -Qentlemenf 
you  iiurjr  plainly  observe  hjsre,  that  this  ia 
a  positive  charge  of  perfidy  and  breach 
of  faith.  Gentlemen,  this  is  a  direct 
charge  of  perfidy  in  thf  strongest  terms, 
«-Gentiemen,  this  is  the  Qature  and  im- 
port of  the  libel ;  and  whoever  it  is  that 
IS  charged  with  these  things^  it  b  plaia 
that  there  cannot  be  a  more  evident 
charge  of  perfidiousness,  and  pursuinr 
measures  destructive  of  their  oowtiyt   I 


1855]        11  GEORGE  IIL       SerfemU  GlifnnU  Motimjbira  C^n^Uim      [UM 

would  not  be  thought  to  mean  that  eir^iy 
reader  understands  it  as  a  libel^  or  a  scan- 
dalous libel,  as  courts  tod  juries  do.  Be- 
sides it  is  very  well  known;  that  there 
have  been  several  cases  of  this  nature  that 
liave  been  understood  by  the  court  and 
jury  as  such,  I  mean  as  a  libel.  A  libel 
may  be  written  under  feigned  namesi  and 
vet  plainly  understood;  as  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Mist^s  Journal  in  1728,  wherein  the 
fictitious  names  of  Esreif  and  Sophy  of 
Persia  were  inserted;  yet  when  it  came 
'  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  they  understood  it, 
as  every  honest  man  would,  to  be  a  scan- 
dalous libel.  There  is  a  distinction  be- 
tween an  action  and  an  indictment;  every 
thing  In  an  action  in  case  of  contraction, 
•ugit  to  be  prbved ;  but  if  there  be  an 
aHlegation  in  an  indictment,  and  that  the 
crime  may  remain  without  it,  it  is  well 
known  thai  that  allegation  is  not  neces- 
sary to  be  proved;  and  it  is  si]^cient 
enough  to  prove  him  guilty  of  the  crime 
he  is  indii^ted  for.  I  shall  now  go  on  to 
provie  that  part  of  the  libel  which  relates 
to  ]^|r/ Franklin V  publishing  the  Crafta- 
aoan;  |  do  say,  tnat  in  the  cases  men- 
tioned in  the  5th  of  Coke's  Reports,  Ac* 
the  ^rst  says,  that  every  libel  is'  made 
either  against  a  private  man,  or  against  a 
aaaffistrate  or  puoltc  person.  It  hath  been 
said,  that  the  defendant  is  a  publisher  of 
^ews,  and  that  this  letter  was  sent  him 
from  tbe  Hague :  as  to  that  I  do  say,'  that 
if  this  letter  had  been  really  sent  to  him 
^m  the  Hague,  it  would  be  still  a  libel ; 
because  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  publish 
what  he  pleases,  or  what  may  be  con- 
'sthiedrdemmatofry ;  for  it  is  no  part  of  his 
trade  to  scandalize  whom  he  pleases. 
Then  they  sa^,  if  this  piece  of  news  is 
deemvd  as^  a  liM^  it  will  have  a  bad  con^ 
aequeiice';  for  no  person  will  print  any 
news  at  alt,  and  Aen  the  people  will  not 
lbiow>  how  things  or  affiitrs  go :  this  is 
^ry  extraordinary  Indeed,  for  the  de- 
ftnduii  is  not  charged4n  the  Information 
fttf  publishing  the  pieceof  pretendedfnews ; 
tto,  tHit  h(&  is  charged  fbr  making  an  ap- 
pU^tion,  and  saying  Chat  the  ministers  arer 
gtiHty  ofperfidjr,  and  ruining  their  country. 
Gentlemen,  I  would  have  you  to  consider, 
that  even  the  prerogativeis  of  the  king  are 
founded  on  the^laW)  and  limited  by  It,  and  so 
are  all  other  things  relating  to  his  SMbjects ; 
and  it  cannot  be  supposed  tbiit  a  printer 
#nlvis  exempt^d:  jne  may  lawfully  print- 
iCnd  publish  what  belongs  ^p  his  own  traude; 
but  he  i$  not  to  publish  any  thing  reflect-* 
ing  oD  the  cbaracteri  and  repuiatiooi  and 


administratieB  of  Ms  iMneity  and 
nisters;  t6  scandalise  om  liiel  pesplsii 
no  part  of  his  trade ;  if  he  breaks  the  Islr^ 
or  exceeds  that  liberty  of  the  prsss,  keii 
to  be  punished  for  It,  as  well  as  for  brei^- 
Ing  other  laws  or  liberties." 

What  I  have  just  now  repeated,  nil 
Mr.  Glynn,  and  which  I  have  colleclel 
carefully  from  sir  Philip  Yw^H  nlesdiB| 
in  the  trial  of  Fmnklln,  you  will  eiisenea 
alldh*ected  tothe  juiy.  HeleHs  thejwf 
it  will  appear  to  tiMnn  to  be  a  libel,  s^ 
vated  with  circumstances.  He  teili  III 
jury  the  nature  and  import  ef  the  OA 
He  telb  the  jury  that  they  may  6bserrei 
charge  of  perfidy,  Ac.  He  says  hedsii 
not  mean  ttiat  every  reader  uaderrttadift 
as  lEi  scandalous  libd',  as  couita  and  Joris 
do.  lie  says,  several  cases  of  dils  nmn 
have  been  understood  as  a  libel  by  tk 
court  and  jury. 

Speaking  of  the  verdict  of  goil^  gm 
in  the  case  of  Mist's  Journal,  he  wp, 
^  die  jury  understood  k  to  be  a  scandalM 
libel.''  Nay  he  goes  farther,  and  m 
**  every  honest  man  woiiM  underBtsna  it 
as  such ;"  which  does  not  represent  At 
point  of  libel,  or  no  libel,  as  so  verv  A 
cult  a  matter  to  decide ;  for  evefy  liaiert 
man  couhl  decide  it.  He  aays^  **  dhst  isis 
indictmehtan  allegation  is  not  materisl,^ 
the  crime  may  remain  without  it;  botil 
is  not  suffident  unless  enough  renattsti 
prd<ve  him  guilty  of  the  crime  :*'  asv,  I 
suppose,  said  Mr.  Glynn,  I  shall  aol  ht 
contradicted  in-  s^ng  that  mere  priM^g 
and  publishing  is  not  a  crime ;  libd  is  llie 
crime,  libel  therefore  must  be  ibuod  bjike 
jury.  But  if  my  word  wilf  not  pass  eiai 
fbr  so  evident  a  truth ;  if  the  geadeav 
who  spoke  last  will  have  the  sanctioB  rf 
some  great  name  to  this  assertioD,  M 
mere  printing  and  puWishtng  isnot  scriBi^ 
let  htm  take  the  name  he  has  qubted:  ar 
FhUip  Xorke  tells  the  jury,  <«  that  FnsUi 
is  not  charged  for  pubHshiag;  no,  bolftt 
saying  that  the  ministers  are  guilKsf  p0^ 
fidy,  &c."  AgAtB)  he  Hays  to  me  *fBff 
*<  Gentlemen,  you  are  to  consider  wst 
mi^  lawfully  print  and  public,  bat  keii 
not  to  publish  any  thing  reflecting  6b  de 
character,  istc.  To  scandaKae  and  M* 
no  part  of  hia  tradt&»  If  he  breda  dte  ki*i 
or  exceeds  tlielibeity  of  the  press^leirt^ 
be  punished  for  it,  as  well  as  fbr  bresUm 
other  laws  or  liberties.'' 

I  heed  not,  said  f§Jt^  01yi|n,  hererepert 
the  observations  I  made  on  the  Chief  w 
tice.    It  Is  plai^  that  the  Attorney  Gei» 

lal  endeavoured'  to  ppByipc^  Ae  jiuy  i^ 
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was  a  fabe,  atendaloufy  malieiou*  libel ; 
nd  did  ttot  confine  hinMelf  to  publication 
id  application.  If  afterwards,  in  order  to 
aifi  a  verdici,  he  took  readily  the  hints  of 
leChief  Jufttioe,  and'agalnst  his  own  judg- 
tent  laid  down  points  for  law-— (as  he  upon 
lose  poiatSy  aii^  these  only^  in  a  very 
larlcea  aod  well'  understoodmaaner,  says, ) 

with  great  submission  to  his  lordship'' 
-it  most  be  considered  what  management 
Avocates  (who  do  not  like  the  judges  to 
>eak  excaikedra)  use  for  their  clients; 
id  it  mdsl  Klcewise  be  considered  for 
hsit  client  was  tikis  done ;  a  client  who 
terwards  raised  him  to  thosehigh  dignities 
hich  add  not  a  little  to  the  propnety  of 
r  Gilbert's  quoting  the  sanction  of  hb 
reat  name. 

But  if  great  names  would  gi?e  a  sanction 
>  this  doctrine,  sir  Gilbert  surely  wouM 
[>t  have  stopped  where  he  did,  but  would 
ave  shewn  moredrer  to  the  House  how 
Atirely  loird  Mansfield  has  coincided  with 
le  principles  of  Jelferies,  and  the  practice 
f  Scroggs.  But  before  the  gentieman 
uilds  upon  the  authority  of  sir  Philip 
^orke,  he  would  do  well  to  produce  some 
istance  in  which,  sitting  as  a  judge,  he 
laintained  the  same  doctrine,  and  tlds  I 
ill  be  bold  to  say  he  cannot  produce. 

Mr.  Talbot,  though  Solicitor  General 
nd  counsel  fbr  the  crown,  gives  no  sane- 
ion  to  this  latter  doctrine.  His  whole 
leading  contradicts  it  strongly,  and  shews 
lainly,  as  well  as  the  Attorney  Genend's, 
lat  it  was  not  thought  to  be  law  by  the 
ar.  He  says,  **  Tbk  libel  is  against  hb 
lajesty,  hb  principal  oflicers  and  ministers 
r  state,  under  the  colour  of  an  extract  of 
private  letter  from  the  Hague ;  but  let 
be  real  or  fictitious,  it  is  the  same  thing 

it  be  a  iibel,  and  the  subject  matter 
tereof  is  aeainst  the  government,  and  of 
malicious,  mjurious,  and  seditious  design, 
c« ;  and,  indeed,  for  what  other  purposes 
ui  it  be  supposed  to  have  been  publbhed, 
it  for  these  of  sowingsedition  and  jealousy, 
id  disturbinj^  the  public  peace  ?  Gentle- 
ten,  I  hope  it  now  pbinly  appears  to  you, 
lat  thb  pretended  Hague  letter  b  a  libel', 
nd  I  may  say,  a  very  malicious  and  sedi- 
ous  one  too.  If  any  thing  may  be  called 
libel,  surely  ministers  of  state  perfidioudy 
Kposing  their  country,  drc.  may  well  be 
ujed  a  libel,  eq>ecially  when  the  libel  also 
arries  in  it  the  highest  charge  against  hb 
laiesty's  government,  and  tending  to  sow 
edition,  &c.  and  thereby  disturbing  tlk^ 
ubKc  peace:  That  whidi  remains  is,  of 
hom  are  these  defiuaatoiy  tfaings  said, 
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te.  I  apprehend  it  wOl  9lpfiux  plaini  to 
yovL  to  be alibel ;  and  ^bai  the expMSHons 
are  meant  of  hb  migesty  and  hb  nnni% 
ters ;  and  if  so,  then  there  lenrains  only 
one  thing,  and  tliat  b  to  fix  b  on  the  de^ 
fendant/' 

The  above  words  of  the  Soltoitor  Qob 
neral,  said  Mr.  Glyan,  speak  phunlf 
enough  of  themselves,  so  that  I  shaU  net 
need  to  deky  you  with  any  obsesvatiom 
tfaeseon.  The  pleading  of  the  defbndaiil^ 
counsel  shewslilfiewiBe,  that  they  appreheni 
aa  littie  of  this  doctrine  as  the  oomsel  ikr 
theorawn.  Mr.  Faxakerly , of  counsel  &rtb# 
defimdant,  says  to  thejory,  **  D^you  think 
that  the  defendant  did  it  out  of  a  criminal 
design,  as  the  counsel  on  the  other  side 
have  ^iedaed,  and  endeavoused  lo  make 
out,  thou^  I  think  they  have  not  provedl 
it?  Next  take  notice,  that  there  are  a 
great  many  aggravations  in  the  inforoMh 
tion :  so  thiat  n  you  find  the  verdict  gene* 
ral,  then  these  affgravations  must  be  pulK 
lished  on  record,  and  he  pmiished  for 
Uiem.  I  shall  go  on  to  make  a  lew  obser* 
vations  on  the  rest  of  the  matter  charged; 
10  wit,  that  he  intended  to  disturb  tli6 
public  peace,  to  traduce  and  vil^l^^,  dNsL 
i  apprehend  tiiere  b  nothing  in  thb  papi^ 
that  shews  any  design  of  rdecting,  Ac.*^ 

Mr.  Bootle,  of  counsel  also  for  the  de»- 
fimdant,  addressing  himself  to  the  jmy^ 
says,  **  The  case  loth  been  fully  opened 
by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  witb 
many  aggravations  pretended  to  be  attend^ 
ing  il.  Thoogh  you  should  be  of  opinion 
that  this  piece  or  foreign  news  is  a  liM^ 
or  scandal,  &c.  yet  I  submit  it  to  you  whe- 
ther yott  can  say,  en  your  oaths,  that  it 
does  amount  to  afahie,  scandalous,  and 
seditioas  libel,  as  it  is  asserted  and  averred 
by  an  innuendo  in  the  information  i  And 
whethev  it  b  not  incumbent  on  them  to 
prove  it  fldse,  scandalous,  and  seditious^ 
oefbre  you  can  find  it  by  your  verdict'  tp 
beso?'^ 

From  these  citations  it  b  plain,  said'Mr. 
Glynn,  thai  not  only  the  counsel  for  th^ 
defendmt,  but  the  counsel  fbr^e  crown 
als<»  thought  the  scandal,  the  malice,  and 
sedition,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same 
thing,  the  qoestioa  of  libel  was  to  be-fbund 
by  the  jury :  it  b  likewise  plain  that  tims 
judge  contradicted  himselt;  and  tSM  S 
hb  doctrine  was  ri|;ht,  hb  whole*  conduit 
throughout  the  trial  was  wrong;  ippil  it 
looks  very  much  as  if  the  judge  knew  him* 
self  to  be  wrong;  ftr  it  is  not  usual  for 
jadces,^  on  other*  occasions,  to  make  0(6 
prpftssiops  which  chief  justice  Saynowl 
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did  then,  and  wlddi  loid  Mandidd  has 
done  since,  aboat  these  dodrioes.  Inone 
plaoe  lord  Raymond  myu^  **  I  shall  not 
go  contraiy  Co  my  own  conscience,  nor 
OTertam  tfaie  opinion  of  those  before  me ; 
if  you  think  otnenrise  you  knoir  where  to 
apply  to/'  In  another  place  he  says,  **  I 
am  only  abiding  by  what  nM  been  fonnerijr 
done  in  other  cases  of  the  like  natore ;  if 
yoa  think  it  wrong,  apply  to  the  court, 
and  they  will  do  you  jostioe.''  In  ano* 
tber  place,  he  si^s,  '<  I  hafegiyeii  my  opi- 
nion, and  if  it  IS  not  accorainff  to  their 
liking,  they  know  where  to  appqr  to  haTe 
it  rectified/'  In  another  .place,  he  says, 
**  There  is  redress  to  be  had  at  another 
place,  if  either  of  the  parties  are  not  satis- 
fied ;  for  we  are  not  to  invade  one  ano- 
Iher's  province,  as  is  now  of  late  a  notion 
among  some  people  who  ought  to  know 
better."  And  in  another  place,  he  says, 
<<  If  not  satisfiictory  to  either  cf  the  par- 
ties, there  is  a  proper  redress  to  be  had  at 
another  place,  as  I  said  before/' 
.  Mow,  said  Mr.  Glynn,  why  should  he 
or  lord  Mansfield  so  often  repeat  the  re*- 
dress  which  might  be  had,  but  becausi 
they,  knew  the  doctrine  was  not  satisfiic- 
tory to  the  counsel?  And  why  should 
they  talk  affectedly  if  either  of  the  parties 
were  not  satisfied  ?  The  Chief  Justice 
knew  full  well  with  whidi  of  the  parties 
the  dissatisfaction  remained;  they  knew 
thecrown  would  not  be  dissatisfied  with  this 
doctrine.  The  profession  of  a  chief  jus- 
tice from  the  Bench,  that  he  will  not 
go  contrary  to  his  own  conscience,  is  no 
compliment  to  himself.  Why  should  the 
Chief  Justice  repeat,  that  be  will  not 
overturn  the  opinions  of  those  before  him; 
and  that  he  was  only  diidine  by  what  had 
been  done  in  other  cases  of  the  uke  nature. 
PrecedenU  of  those  cases  would  have 
l^veii  more  satisfiiction  than  his  profes- 
aioos.  Had  many  chief  justices  like  lord 
Mansfield  preceded  him,  lord  Rajrmond 
would  not  have  been  so  hardpressed  for 
instances  and  authorities.  Tnis  case  of 
Franklin,  said  Mr.  Glynn,  furnishes 
abundant  matter  for  many  other  reac- 
tions subvenive  of  the  doctrines  it  has 
been  quoted  to  support ;  but  I  fear  I  have 
alreacgr  detained  the  House  too  long  on 
this  trial,  and  may  safely  leave  the  gentle- 
taan  to  make  the  most  of  his  precedents. 

Bfr.  Ca$uianiine  PMpps  : 

Sir;  were  the  doctrines  now  un- 
der .our  consideration  nothing  but  the 
basty,  unpremeditated  exertions  of  a  rasb. 


violent  and  passioBate  sprit»  to  ok  tkf 
would  have  a  less  fiirwMdhle  s^pecL  I 
would  look  upon  them  as  traaalorv  jran 
of  ill  humour,  iHiidi  would  lasnb  Uei 
flash  of  lightning,  and  ieafe  no  tnoe  Iw. 
hind.  Ming  withoot  any  finadsiiaB  bat 
the  caprice  of  their  author,  di^  vsold  bi 
without  oooaequenoey  without  diiig& 
No  futuoe  lawyer  would  quote  Uwm  m 
precedents,  on  which  he  nilght  cRct  i 
inr*«  of  trnuHiy.  Bat^lfcejmtk 
deliherate  d<igmasof  a  cool,  cucumya, 
and  subtle  jMecedent-huiiter,  not  sai|innl 
by  any  onroreseen  emergence,  or  ndda 
fit  of  passion,  but  left  to  the  cshn  iiigg» 
tions  of  reflection,  they  aeem  tons  to  p» 
tend  Uie  most  pemidoos  eSscts.  If  i&r 
bein^so  long,  and  so  anxiously  diacoMoi 
in  this  House,  they  should  now  pan  vitb- 
out  censure,  they  wiD  become  indsed  da 
established  law  of  the  land.  The  gntle- 
men  of  the  long  robe  will  be  ready  esoi^ 
to  make  their  court  to  miqisteit  bvsdflp^ 
ing  them.  Such  complaisance  ueyvi 
hitfdly  think  too  high  a  price  for  the 
chancellorship.  What  then  mH  becooe 
of  the  liberty  of  the  press?  TheDewdo^ 
trine  leaves  it  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  tk 
judge.  For,  as  he  is  to  determine  tbeai- 
lice  or  innocence  of  intention  in  eray 
case,  the  jurors  are  of  no  upebotmde* 
ctding  the  publication  .  and  applicitn&t 
points  which  are  seldom  controrertol; 
And  the  culprit  is  in  fiict  condemned  vith> 
out  being  tried  by  his  peers,  as  the  notf 
essential  point  is  left  out  of  the  queitio^ 
We  are  now  taught,  that,  when  a  mai» 
found  guil^  of  printing  and  poUishingk 
is  generally  found  guilty,  ana  it  is  lo  tobe 
entered  up.  What  can  be  more  isiqu- 
tous?  He  is  found  guil^  of  the  vluii 
charge  by  the  judge,  toou^  the  joiy  founi 
bim  guilty  only  of  part!  The  charge  al- 
ways imputes  a  malicious  intention  to  the 
person,  and  scandal  and  falshood  to  tbe 
thing.  The  jury  find  neither,  and  yet  tbe 
jud^  concludes  them  found,  becsiise  be 
says  they  are  an  inference  of  law  I  Wbs 
is  this  but  a  mockery  of  the  juiy,  ssd  s 
common  sense  ?  Why  should  the  profe* 
sion  of  a  booksdler  be  thus  outkwedisd 
stamped  widi  a  mark  of  r^robatioo?  Is 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  whidi  used  to  be 
deemed  one  bulwark  of  the  oonstitotiff) 
become  of  so  little  value  as  to  be  thoi  r^ 
Unquished  without  a  struggle?  Arejonai 
who  were  alwa^  reckooM^  the  other,  b^ 
come  so  insignificant  that  it  is  not  vcxtii 
our  wh3e  to  contend  tot  thdr  comtH^ 
tiooalpomrs?  Mustwe  tuadyieebgo 
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netrenclied  and  frittered  away  by  an  artful- 
prerogative  lawyer  ?  He  can  quote  prece- 
ient8, 1  own.    But  what  precedents  i  Not 
those  of  good  note  ana  authority,    but 
those  of  ill  fame,  those  that  are  too  obscure 
to  be  known  to  the  best  informed  lawyers. 
E  cannot  therefore  bat  wonder  at  that  de* ' 
pravity  of  hearti  which  could  first  search  and 
theii  pitch  upon  the  bad  precedent,  when 
be  saw  the  ffood  one  at  his  side.    He  puts 
BBC  in  mind  of  lord  Bacon,  and  were  I  a 
itickler  for  the  transmigration  of  souls,  1 
■light  think  both  their  bodies  animated 
irith  the  same  spirit.     For,  though  I  have 
so  personal  knowledge  of  the  noble  lord, 
[  trust  to  the  information  of  others,  and 
pve  him  credit  for  abilities ;   and  it  is  for 
this  reason  I  call  him  the  greatest  and  the 
meanest  of  mankhid.     What  hnt  sinister 
motives   could    have   induced   him,    in 
W^oodfall's  case,    to    have   appomted  a 
new  trial  ?  If  the  jury  did  not  condemn, 
they  must    have    aosolutely   acquitted, 
rhere  is  no  medium.  Guilty  or  Not  Guilty, 
vhich  must  alwajs  be  the  expressions  of 
I  verdict)  explicitly  determine  this  point. 
But  why  do  1  thus  analyze  particular  in* 
Rtances  of  his  conduct  ?    Were  1  to  enu- 
Derate  all  that  are  excepdonable  I  should 
sever  have  done.     I  snould  exhaust  the 
patience  of  the  House.  Let  me  then  come 
to  the  general  objects,  which  have  been 
constantly  held  before  our  eves  daring 
he  course  of  the  debate.    The  only  ob- 
^tions  made  against  the  enquiry  are,  that 
there  is  np  speofic  char^  against  indivi* 
Imalt,  and  that  the  enauiry  is  too  general 
ind  extensive.     But  nave  we  no  prece* 
lents  for  a  general  enquiry  without  any 
srevious  charge  against  particular  persons  ? 
^  the  15th  of  November  1667,  the  House 
irdered,  that  the  committee  concerning  ju« 
ies  ahould  be  empowered  to  enquire  into 
fae  miscarriages  ofjudges  and  juries,  in  civil 
^emcB  as  weU  as  cnminal.     Many  similar 
DStances  might  be  produced ;  but  I  forbear 
o  mention  them,  because  thej  must  be 
CDown  to  the  very  opposers  of  the  mo- 
ion,  and  would  thereiore  be  nauseous  to 
K>th  parties.    If  then  you  chuse  to  rejiect 
his  enquiry,  it  is  not  because  there  is  a 
ack   of  precedents.    These,  as  well  as 
■eaaon  and  justice,  are  dear  and  explicit 
n  its  favour.    I  remember  the  time  when 
Km  were  not  so  fond  of  specific  charges. 
Recollect  Wilkes's  petition.     It  was  full 
i£  particular  charges;  but  yoii  did  not 
Ause  to  be  so  particular  as  to  take*  eacfar 
mder  your  consideration.     You  garbled 
I.      Yott  pidEod  aut  such  articles  as  you 


hoped  t6  find  grounds  for  totmg  frivolous* 
Had  it  been  a  seneral  charge,  1  doubt  not 
but  you  would  have  paid  the  same  coiiv 
pliment  to  the  whole.  General  charged 
were  not  then  so  exceptionable  in  your 
eyes.  You  have  now  acquired  a  new 
liffht.  The  rays  of  the  court  favour  have 
illumined  the  dark  lanthom  of  some  gen- 
tlemen's understanding.  I  rejoice  exceed- 
ingly to  see  them  so  docile,  so  open  to 
conviction.  Their  opinions  vibrate  back- 
wards and  forwards,  and  are  almost  as 
steady  as  the  pendulum  of  a  dock.  - 

Mr.  Thomas  T&umshend : 

Sir ;  we  have  been  long  enough 
engaced  in  skirmishing  and  in  throwing 
missile  weapons  at  a  distance.  It  is  now 
full  time  that  we  should  come  to  a  dosa 
fight,  and  make  the  l^ht  troops  give  way 
to  the  le^onary  soldiers.  Tne  vain  and 
firuitless  dispute  concerning  general  and 
specific  charges,  ought  long  ago  to  hava 
been  at  an  end.  The  opposers  of  the  mo- 
tion should  have  had  nonesty  enough  to 
have  owned  the  justice  of  the  charges  pre- 
ferred, and  its  supporters  should  nave 
been  bold  enough  to  have  named  the  cri- 
minals as  well  as  the  crimes,  and  to  have 
stood  forth  as  witnesses  of  doctrines  which 
they  must  have  heard  with  their  own  ears; 
Hie  last  speaker  but  two  has  brought  the 
affiiir  to  Uiis  crisis !  He  has  fiuriy  avowed 
the  arraigned  doctrines.  Nothing  there- 
fore remains  but  to  determine,  whether 
they  are  to  be  approved  or  condemned. 
That  they  mus^  or  at  least  should,  be  con- 
demned, is  to  me  a  verjr  obvious  pomt« 
For  let  me  ask  jrou  this  plain  question.  Are 
they  constitutional  \  If  they  are  not,  if 
they  are,  on  the  contrarjr,  diametricdly 
opposite  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  liberty, 
I  nope  there  is  nobody  here  hardy  or 
abanaoned  enough  to  give  thepo  counte- 
nance. Now  tlmt  they  are  subversive  of 
liberty,  and  indeed  of  the  whole  system 
of  our  jurisprudence,  I  will  take  upon  me 
to  demonstrate. 

I  conceive,  then,  that  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  and  the  institution  of  juries,  are  the 
two  grand  palladiums  of  the  constitution, 
and  that,  wnen  they  are  goq0,  there  is  no- 
thing left  worth  preserving.  Life  and. 
fortune  become  so  precarious,  that  tbe]^ 
can  have  little  relish  for  those  who  knew 
and  once  enjoyed  the  sweets  of  absduta 
security  and  legal  protectioil.  But  wiU 
any  one  pretend  to  tell  me,  that  the  liber^ 
of  the  press  remains  entire  and  undimi- 
nished^  when  a  judge^  when  an/  sb^a 
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man*  is  to  detenntne  what  is  or  b  not  a 
libel  i  We  b^TO  beard  much  of  late  said 
of  diacretioQ  and  arbitrary  decisioDS.  If 
this  be  not  discretion  and  arbitrary  deci- 
sion, I  must  acknowledge  myself  totally 
Ignorant  of  the  matter.  Xet  us  even  sup- 
pose a  judge  not  to  be  influenced  by  the 
crown,  yet  no  man  can  think  themselves 
safe  in  the  hands  of  an  individual,  who  is 
bound  by  no  rule  but  his  own  discretion. 
In  such  a  situation,  an  angel  would  be  sus- 

gected;  nor  would  satisntction  be  given 
y  a  god.  How  much  less  can  we  expect 
such  a  desirable  event  from  the  wisdom  or 
ffoodness  of  a  frail  man,  who  is  biassed  by 
bis  own  interest,  and  solicited  by  a  pro- 
misiog  court! 

Our  ancestors,  foreseeing  this  danger, 
instituted  juries ;  who  could  be  under  no 
temptation  to  incline  to  any  side,  but  to 
dial  of  equal  and  impartial  justice.  But 
what  avails  this  institution,  if  the  juiy  is 
deprived  of  the  most  essential  part  of  its 
authority  i  Where  is  the  use  of  enclosing 
twelve  men,  if  they  are  not  to  judge  of  the 
malice  or  innocence  of  the  culprit's  inten- 
tion in  committing  the  crime,  of  which  he 
is  accused?  They  are  only  to  decide 
whether  he  printed  and  published,  and 
whether  the  charges  in  the  information  are 
applioable  to  the  persons  there  pointed 
out;  but  not,  whether  what  he  printed, 
published,  and  applied,  be  crimmai  ornot. 
Would  it  not  have  been  more  rational  to 
liave,  from  the  first,  lefl  to  the  jiklge  the 
whi^  and  scde  determination  of  the  affair? 
Certainly;  for  it  is  evident  that  the  inter- 
vention of  a  jury  is  a  mere  &rce,  when 
thejr  are  not  allowed  to  take  under 
their  oognizanoe  what  constitutes  the  es- 
of  the  crime.  The  introduction  of 
doctrine  into  the  system  of  our  juris* 
prudence  is  the  more  inexcusable,  that  ju- 
ries are  as  capable  of  «leterroining  the 
point  of  law  in  cases  of  libels,  as  the  most 
Jesuitical  splitter  of  cases  in  Westminster- 
hall.  For  all  the  law  that  is  here  to  be 
unravelled  is,  the  malice  or  innocence  of 
the  culprit's  intention ;  and  I  shall  be  glad 
to  know,  why  a  juryman  is  not  as  capable 
of  it  as  lord  Mansfield.  If  this  were  not 
fiict,  why  should  jurors  be  deemed  good 
judges  of  the  intention  in  cases  of  life  and 
death.  There  .it  is  evident  that  the  inten- 
tion comes  under  their  consideration ;  for 
murder  and  robbery,  except  ^bej  are 
proved  to  be  intentional  or  prepense,  ac- 
quire the  names  of  man-slaughter  and 
trespass.  And  wh;^  a  jury  should  be  held 
ayihle .  of  iieteriginmg  the  law  in  pojnta 
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of  the  greatest  moment,  inciqpsble  istfae 
least,  is  to  me  inscrutdMe  mystery:  thU 
opinion  I  advanced  on  a  former  oocaiin; 
and  I  still  adhere  to  it,  b^g  more  nd 
more  confirmed  in  it,  the  more  I  wagb  it 
in  the  scale  of  reason.  The  only  sdlotin 
which  occurred  to  me  was,  that  compt 
ministers  and  temporising  judges,  findisgi 
as  lord  Hardwicke  once  dedared,  juris 
could  not  be  trusted  in  cases  between  tk 
crown  and  the  subject,  gradually  intn* 
duced  this  doctrine  of  state  libels,  which  ii 
so  &vourable  to  government,  but  so  iojt> 
rious  to  the  nation,  in  direct  oppositioD  le 
Magna  Charta,  and  the  genius  of  liber^. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  : 

Sir ;  we  are  told  by  the  abettonof 
this  motion,  that  jealousies,  murman»  id 
discontents  increase  and  multiply  thTOii|ii« 
out  the  nation  ;  that  the  people  are  mder 
terrible  apprehensions    Uiat   the  lavii 
perverted,  that  juries  are  deprived  of  thoc 
constitutional  powers,  that  the  cooiisof  joi- 
tice  are  not  sound  and  untainted;  in  i 
word,  that  the  judges  have,  like  a  doxenof 
monstrous  Pata^onian  giants,  either  oA 
lowed,  or  are  gomg  to  swallow  up  both  lis 
and  gospel.    And  how  do  they  prove  lis 
truth  of  these  ^legations  ?  The  msooerii 
pleasant  enough.      They  refer  us  to  their 
own  libellous  remonstrances,  and  to  thoa 
infamous  lampoons  and  satires,  which  thef 
have  taken  care  to  write  and  drcuhtft 
They  modestly  substitute  themsdresisths 
place  of  the  nation,  and  call  their  oss 
complaints  and  grievances  the  griefs&ca 
of  England.      Their   meaning  is  pl0 
enough,  and  we  understand  pertectly  Ims 
all  their  grievances  might  be  rednned. 
For  my  part,  I  am  not  disposed  to  ti^ 
the  voice  of  a  miserable  faction  for  the 
voice  of  my  country.     Were  the  pwpk 
really  dissatisfied,  I  should  be  gU  ^ 
know  how  I  am  to  ascertain  the  rnliljo^ 
that  dissatisfaction  ?  I  must  firedy  codmc 
that  I  know  no  other  way  but  that  of  cos* 
suiting  this  Houses    Here  the  people  tt» 
represented,  and  here  is  their  vo«ce  es* 
pressed.     There  is  no  other  oritcrioo  b^ 
the  majoritjr  of  Uiis  assembly,  by  whica 
we  can  judge  of  their  sentimeDts.  Thii 
nun,  in  order  to  answer  one  purpose,  ^ 
that  man,  in  order  to  answer  another,  f9 
tell  you^  that  a  genend  cry  has  gone  shffosd 
ag^ainst  certain  men  and  measares :  M 
wiU  you  be  so  credulous  as  to  triee  hia 
^pon  his  word,  when  you  can  assih^  p^ 
tratehn  interested  views,  and  fiodtiiDtt* 
orifiaalaad  prinie  aiov^s  of  i|ll  ^  ^ 
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aour?  I  can  easily  trace  the  authors  of 
he  outcry  raised  against  the  Judges ;  and  I 
irould  point  them  out,  had  not  they,  as  well 
s  their  selHsh  ends,  been  already  exposed 
n  all  their  deformity.  Why,  then,  should 
ire  hesitate  to  put  a  negative  upon  a 
[uestion,  which  sprung  from  such  a  low 
ource  ?  From  dirt  it  came,  and  to  dirt 
H  it  return.  As  to  myself,  I  certainly 
^UI,  as  I  can  never  acknowledge  for  the 
oice  of  the  nation  what  is  not  echoed  by 
fie  majority  of  this  House;  and  I  do  not 
nd  that  t];te  maiority  of  us  entertain  any 
uspiqious,  mqcn  less  terrible  apprehen- 
ions,  of  the  Judges;  though,  if  there 
rere  any  just  foundation  for  complaint, 
re  must  certainly  have  been  better  in- 
armed of  it  than  the  people. 

Indeed,  if  the  adoption  of  this  enquiry 
rould  answer  any  good  purpose,  I  should 
lot  be  such  a  violent  opposer,  convinced 
B  I  am  that  the  Judges  are  blameless. 
Jut  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  would  not 
►c  the  case.  For,  as  I  have  shewn,  it 
/ould  be  an  attempt  to  remove  discontents 
^hich  do  not  exist  but  among  those  who 
lave  generated,  fostered,  and  reared  them 
ip  to  their  present  magnitudci  and  would 
lot  therefore,  be  satisfied,  though  justice, 
hough  Astrea  herself,  should  dfescend 
laked  from  heaven  to  exculpate  our 
udges.  And,  what  is  more,  it  would,  on 
heir  own  principles,  prove  fruitless  and 
ugatory,  even  if  we  suppose  the  people 

0  be  really  discontented.  For  what  have 
fiey  been  doing  for  these  two  last  years, 
ut  ringing  constantly  in  our  ears  the  con- 
*mpt  in  wliich  we  are  held  by  the  people? 
lave  not  they  made  these  walls  inces- 
mllv  echo  with  the  terms  of  reproach, 
hicn  they  all^dged  were  cast  upon  us  by 
len  of  every  degree,  by  high  and  low, 
ch  and  poor,  learned  and  unlearned? 
^ere  we  not,  and  are  we  not  still, according 
>  their  account,  held  In  universal  detes- 
ition  and  abhorrence?  Does  not  the 
hole  empire,  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
»ckon  us  equally  weak  and  wicked  ?  In  a 
ord,  are  we  not  become  an  abomination 
i  the  land  ?  Such  is  the  language  of  the 
linority.  How  then  can  they,  with  ase- 
ous  face,  desire  us  to  undertake  this  en- 
jiry,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  people?  The 
sople,  if  their  former  assertions  are  to  be 
'edited,  will  receive  no  good  at  our 
mds.  They  will  regard  what  we  say  no 
ore  than  the  prattle  of  a  knot  of  coffee- 
>u8c  politicians.     We  are  too  ridiculous 

1  well  as  odious  to  do  any  thing  that  will 
)pear  gracious  in  their  eyes.  What  is 
[VOL.  XVf.] 
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the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  ?  Let  us  satisfy 
ourselves.  Let  us  act  according  to  the 
dictates  of  honour  and  conscience,  and  be 
at  peace  with  our  own  minds.  It  is  thus 
that  we  sh&ll  sooner  or  later  regain  the 
confidence  of  our  constituents,  if  we  have 
lost  it ;  and  not  by  humouring,  as  foolish 
nurses  humour  great  lubberly  .boys,  thd 
wayward  whims  of  a  misledf  multitude. 
The  characteristic  of  this  House  should 
be  a  firm  and  manly  steadiness,  an  un- 
shaken perseverance  in  the  pursuit  of  great 
and  noble  plans  of  general  utility,  and  nqt 
a  waverine  inconstant  fluctuation  of  coun- 
cils, regulated  by  the  shifting  of  the  po- 
pular breeze.  If  we  are  not  to  judge  for 
.  ourselves,  but  to  be  ever  at  the  command 
of  the  vulgar  and  their  capricious  shouts 
and  hisses,  I  cannot  see  what  advantage 
the  nation  will  reap  from  a  representative 
body,  which  they  might  not  have!  reaped 
from  a  tumultuous  assembly  of  themselves, 
collected  at  random  on  Salisbury  plain  or 
Runnymede.  And  it  is  very  well 
known,  that  such  an  irregular  and  riotous 
crowd  are  but  very  ill  qualified  to  judge 
truly  of  their  own  interest,  or  to  pursue  it, 
even  when  they  form  a  right  judgment. 
They  are  but  very  unsteady  guardians  of 
liberty  and  property.  Do  you  want 
proofs  ?  Consult  the  English'  history, '  and 
you  will  find  them  in  every  page. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  : 

Sir ;  the  subject  of  our  present  de- 
bate is,  in  my  opinion,  a  matter  of  a  very 
serious  and  important  nature ;  and  it  is  not 
therefore  to  be  dismissed  without  mature 
deliberation.  The  hon.  gentleman  who 
introduced  it,  boldly  arraigns  the  general 
conduct  of  our  courts  ofjustice ;  and  tlie 
gentleman  who  seconded  him,  as  boldly 
arraigns  the  conduct  of  a  particular  judg&. 
Either  charge  should  be  alone  sufficient  to 
excite  our  closest  attention.  What  effect^ 
then,  ought  both  in  conjunction  to  pro- 
duce ?  They  ought  to  impel  us,  if  not  to 
an  enquiry,  at  least  to  a  minute  and  ela- 
borate discussion.  For  what  has  the  mo- 
ver of  the  question  arraipied  ?  He  has 
arraigned  the  general  principles  of  jurils- 
prudence  now  adopted  oy  our  judges,  and 
nas,  in  his  way,  proved  them  not  only  un- 
constitutional, but  illegal.  He  has  laid  be- 
fore you  two  heads  of  accusation,  two 
points,  in  which,  he  conceives,  the  judges 
nave  not  done  their  duty.  These  two 
points  are  a  rule  of  law  and  a  rule  of  evi- 
dence authorised,  as  he  asserts,  neither  by 
precedent  nor  by  the  spirit  of  liberty. 
[4M]  -' 
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First  he  telli  you  that  jadset  act  fll^oHy 
and  uocoostitutioaaUy,  in  directing  juries 
not  to  take  cognizance  of  the  malice  or  in- 
nocence of  a  culprit's  intention  in-  cases 
of  libels ;  and,  secondly*  he  tells  you,  that 
in  cases  of  libel,  they  act  illegally  and  un- 
constitutionally in  ac<}uainting  the  jury 
that  the  law  uifers  guilt  from  the  prima 
Jade  evidence ;  a  pcwition  by  which  mas- 
ters become,  even  in  criminal  cases,  re- 
sponsible for  the  conduct  of  their  servants. 
Sir,  these  are  the  doctrines  which  the 
bon.  gentleman  arraigns,  and  which  are 
now  in  issue  before  you.  He  asserts,  that 
they  are  not  sanctioned  by  precedent. 
But  here  his  reading  seems  not  to  have 
been  sufficiently  extensive.  There  are 
precedents,  ana  those  too,  I  fear,  of  too 
much  weight  and  authority.  You  have 
heard  lord  chief  justice  Raymond's  words 

auoted,  and  nothing  can  be  more  explicit 
lan  they  are  in  favour  of  these  doctrines. 
What  !•  you  will  say,  can  these  be  the  doc- 
trines of  lord  Raymond,  and  yet  be  un- 
known to  the  learned  seijeant  f  Why,  it 
is  impossible.  A  case  so  much  in  point 
could  never  escape  his  industry  and  leam- 
'  ing ;  and,  to  render  the  thing  certain,  he 

gives  the  assertion  a  flat  contradiction, 
ut  I  say,  that  it  is  not  only  possible  and 
probable,  but  certain,  and  let  me  tell  ^ou, 
that  the  way  to  overturn  the  credit  of 
^rave  and  universally  esteemed  historians, 
IS  not  to  give  them  a  flat  contradiction. 
The  most  positive  asseverations  of  a  mo- 
dern go  for  nothing,  when  they  are  un- 
supported by  the  contradictory  testimony  of 
someancientcoteroporaryauUior.  Was  this 
heresy  then  adoptcxl  as  an  article  of  faith, 
by  lord  chief  justice  Raymond  i  Yes,  Sir, 
it  was;  the  fact  is  too  dear,  too  well 
known,  to  bear  dispute.  Nor  was  it  an 
Uinovation  introduced  by  that  great  judge. 
No :  he  received  it  as  a  l^;acy  from  stHl 
greater  judges,  and,  among  the  rest,  from 
the  very  budwark  of  the  Revolution,  lord 
Holt. 

But  what  tliough  this  opinion  has  been 
sanctioned  by  a  series  of  precedents;  what 
though  it  has  been  embraced  by  men  as 
deep  skilled  in  law  and  casubtry,  as  re- 
mancable  for  inflexible  patriotism;  have 
DOt  the  greatest  lawyers,  the  profoundest 
casuists,  and  the  staunchest  patriots  erred  ? 
Why,  then,  should  the  judges  be  thought 
exempted  from  tlie  common  lot  of  huma- 
nity ?  Why  should  they  be  deemed  in- 
fallible more  than  other  mortals  ?  Believe 
me,  the  wisdom  of  the  whole  nation  can 
see  farther  than  Uie  sages  of  Westminster- 


hall.  In  a  constitutional  point,  lib  tbis, 
the  ooDective  knowledge  and  peoetrttioB 
of  the  people  at  large  are  more  to  be  d^ 
pended  on  than  the  boasted  diiceniiMatof 
all  the  bar.  The  reason  is  desr.  That 
eyes  are  not  dazzled  by  the  proipect  of  u 
opposite  interesL  The  crown  us  do  lure 
sufficiently  tempting  to  make  them  for^ 
themselves,  and  the  general  good. 

Why  then.  Sir,  should  not  we  od  thi 
occasion  listen  to  their  voice,  ss  it  is  beaid 
sufficiently  loud  and  distinct?  Bectoaei 
forsooth,  they  have  no  vcioe!  Becin 
their  sentiments  are  only  to  be  gidttnd 
from  the  determinati<ms  of  the  majoritjitf 
this  House !  Because,  after  a  genenl 
election  is  closed,  they  have  no  legtl  exs- 
tence,  and  have  dierefore  no  other  moud 
but  that  of  their  representattvei ! 

Strange  doctrine !  what  then  is  become 
of  petitioning  ?  Are  they  not  legtllj  ceii. 
tied  to  that  right  ?  You  cannot  den?  it 
without  denying  the  authority  of  the  Bii 
of  Riehts.  How,  then,  can  yoa  pretead 
that  &ey  have  no  legal  voice  but  dntof 
their  representatives  I  They  have  botb  t 
real  and  a  legal  voice,  iad  they  bm 
uttered  that  voice.  Consult  the  Htstorr  ot 
the  Reign  of  George  the  Srd.  lo  tbi 
performance,  which  will  be  an  everias^ie^ 
monument  of  the  folly,  incapscitj,  and 
pernicious  politics  of  our  late  sod  preseai 
ministers,  you  will  find  it  demootfrttti 
that  the  majority  of  Englishmen  btve  pe 
titioned  the  King,  and  have  oonseqoefitir 
expressed  their  own  sentiments  by  the: 
own  mouth,  without  the  intervention  t' 
their  deputies.  By  what  rule,  then,  doa 
the  majority  of  this  House  square  its  coo* 
duct,  when  it  acts  in  direct  oppositiooD 
the  majority  of  the  people  ?  Bj  that  nk 
of  arithmetic,  which  by  its  almigbtyfiii 
overturned  the  laws  of  nature,  decreed 
296  to  be  greater  than  1146,  gm  « 
colonel  Luttrell  for  John  Wilkes,  a  cucktf 
in  a  magpye's  nest  to  suck  its  eggs. 

Sir,  that  there  should  be  found  eeoti6 
men,  who  would  annihilate  the  peopko( 
acknowledge  no  other  voice  but  thita 
this  House,  is  to  me  not  at  afl  snipmiof ; 
because  the  conduct  of  the  most  vio^ 
sticklers  for  this  doctrine,  has  not  iatf^ 
much  applause  or  favour  from  them.  Bd 
that  they  should  have  renounced  rencB 
and  common  sense,  so  far  as  to  oiiDtis 
that  the  majority  of  this  House  is  the  oclj 
organ,  by  which  their  sentimenti  cso  be 
expressed,  is  to  me  truly  surprising.  F^' 
where,  in  the'name  of  wonder,  sbooU  tk 
House  acquire  the  neoessaiy  knovk^*' 
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ntelligence  ?  Is  it  by  turaiog  over  these 
auBtj  volumeSyOr  by  rummaging  these 
^dy  boxes,  which  lie  on  your  table? 
^o.  Sir,  they  contain  none  of  these  mys- 
eries.  How,  then,  are  they  to  be  ex- 
dored  ?  Is  there  any  virtue  or  inspiration 
D  these  benches  or  cushions,  by  which 
hey  are  communicated?  Or  does  the 
!cho  of  these  walls  whisper  the  secret  in 
rour  ears  ?  No ;  but  the  echo  of  every 
ither  wall,  the  murmur  of  every  stream, 
he  shouts,  aye,  and  the  hoots  and  hisses 
if  every  street  in  the  nation  ring  it  in 
rour  ears,  and  deafen  you  with  their  din. 
Deafen  you'  did  I  say  ?  Alas  I  you  were 
leaf  before,  or  rather  dead,  else  you  would 
lave  heard ;  for  their  voice  is  loud  enough 
;o  awaken  almost  the  dead.  For  shame, 
Sir,  let  us  hear  no  more  such  weak  reason- 
ngs  and  sophistical  refinements.  Far 
rom  producing  conviction,  they  cannot 
!!ven  extort  a  smile,  except  peradventure 
It  the  author,  who  resembles  a  hunter, 
bat  would  catch  an  elephant  in  toils  made 
>f  cobweb.  The  people  have  a  voice  of 
heir  own,  and  it  must,  nay  it  will  be  sooner 
nr  later  heard ;  and  I,  as  in  duty  bound, 
rin  always  exert  every  nerve,  and  every 
>ower,  of  which  I  am  master,  to  lilisten 
he  completion  of  so  desirable  an  event 

Sir,  my  reverence  for  the  judges,  aeainst 
rhora  the  popular  cry  is  now  so  loud,  will 
lot  deter  me ;  because  I  know  all  judges 
ire  but  men.  Not  only  former  judges  but 
brmer  juries  have  erred.  Why  not  the 
nresent  ?  Yes,  Sir,  juries  have  erred,  and 
hey  may  err  again.  When  they  do,  I 
luJl  be  as  ready  to  enquire  into  their  con- 
luct  as  I  am  now  into  that  of  the  judges, 
jrentlemen  may  talk  of  their  great  respect 
br  juries,  and  of  their  readmess  to  ac- 
luiesce  in  their  determinations  ;  but  I  am 
lot  disposed  to  be  so  complaisant.  I  will 
nake  no  man  nor  any  set  of  men  a  com- 
diioent  of  the  constitution,  ft  is  too  va- 
uable  an  inheritance  to  be  so  lightly  re- 
mquished.  .  When  the  actions  of  juries 
ire  praise-worthy,  let  them  be  applauded ; 
rhen  they  are  criminal,  let  them  be  pu- 
iished*  {Popularity  should  not  be  bought 
il  so  high  a  price. 

For  my  own  pa^,  let  the  malicious  and 
he  ungenerous  say  what  they  will,  I  am  a 
Uind  follower  of  no  man,  nor  a  bond  slave 
to  any  party.  I  have  always  acted  ac- 
cording to  the  best  information  of  my 
judgment  and  the  clear  dictates  of  my 
sonsdenoe.  On  this  occasion  I  solemnly 
protest  before  God,  diat  I  entertain  no 
personal  enmity  agiunst  anyman^  nor  have 


I  any  interested  schemes  to  promote.    My 
sole  object  in  supporting  the  proposed  en- 
quiry is  the  public  welfare,  ana  the  ac- 
auittal  of  the  judged.    For  I  am  satisfied 
lat  an  acquittal  will  be  the  consequence. 
In  acting  thus,  I  think  myself  their  best 
friend ;  because  no  other  plan  will  clear 
their  character.    Till  this  step  is  taken,  in 
vain  do  they  pretend  to  superior  sanctity  ; 
in  vain  do  some  gentlemen  tread  their  halls, 
as  holy  ground,  or  reverence  their  courts 
as  the  temples  of  the  Divinity.    To  the . 
people  they  appear  the  temples  of  idols, 
and  false  oracles,  or  rather  as  the  dwellings 
of  truth  and  justice,  converted  into  dens  of 
thieves  and  robbers.    For  what   greater 
robbers  can  there  be,  than  those  wno  rob 
men  of  their  laws  and  liberties  ?  No  man 
here  has  a  greater  veneration  than  I  have 
for  doctors  of  the  law  ;  and  it  is  for  that 
reason  that  I  would  thus  render  their  cha- 
racters pure  and  unsullied  as  the  driven 
snow.    But  will  any  of  you  pretend  that 
this  is  at  present  the  case  ?  Are  not  their' 
temples  profaned  ?  Has  not  pollution  efi* 
tere^  them,  and  penetrated  even  to  the 
Holy  of  Holies  ?  Are  not  the  priests  sus- 
pected of  being  no  better  than  those  of 
Bel  and  the  Dragon,  or  rather  of  being 
worse  than  those  of  Baal  ?  And  has  not, 
therefore,  the  fire  of  the  people's  wrath 
almost  consumed  them?    The  lightning 
has  pierced  their  sanctuary,  and  rent  the 
veil  of  their  temple  from  the  top  even  unto 
the  bottom.    Nothing  is  whole,  nothing  is 
sound.    The  ten  tables  of  the  law  are 
shattered  and  splintered.    The  ark  of  the 
covenant  is  lost,  and  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  uncircumcised.    Both  they  and  ye 
are  become  an  abomination  unto  the  Lord. 
In  order  to  wash  away  your  sins,  let 
Moses  and  the  prophets  ascend  Mount 
Sinai,  and  bring  us  down  the  second  table 
of  the  law  in  thunders  and  lightnings ;  for 
in  thunders  and  lightnings  the  constitution 
was  first,  and  must  now,  be  established. 
Let  the  judges  mount  up  to  the  source  of 
precedents  and  decisions,  and  trace  the 
taw  clear  and  unpolluted  along  the  stream  . 
of  time,  and  the  silent  lapse  of  years.    Let 
them  march  in  procession  to  this  House 
ushered  in  by  a  Jong  train  of  precedents, 
and  opinions,  and  lay  them  all  m  a  bundle 
in  the  middle  of  this  room.    Then,  and  not 
till  then,  will  they  stand  justified.    Then^ 
and  LOt  till  then,  will  you  stand  justified. 
In  vain  do  you  trust  to  the  virtue  of  the 
furred  gown,  or  to  the  magic  of  that 
bauble,  as  Cromwell  truly  calldi  it.    Tlie^ 
confer  neither  real  power,  nor,  what  is 
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often  its  parent,  a  fair  character.  These 
desirable  possessions  are  acquired  by  an 
upright  conduct,  and  the  confidence  of 
ilie  people. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  De  Grey : 

Sir;  I.  must  say,  that  I  have  been 
much  edified  by  the  harangue  of  the  last 
gentleman  who  spoke.  He  has,  in  my 
opinion,  thrown  great  light  upon  the  sub- 
ject in  debate.  The  learned  mover  of  the 
question,  notwithstanding  his  diffuse  ora- 
tion, left  me  almost  as  much  in  the  dark, 
with  regard  to  different  heads  of  com- 
plaint, as  if  he  had  never  opened  his  mouth. 
Of  himself  he  knew  nothing.  His  more 
Iparned  second,  indeed,  knew  something. 
He  believed  a  certain  individual,  whom  he 
very  decently  named,  to  be  the  chief  cri- 
minal. What  with  the  no-knowledge  of 
the  one,  and  the  extensive  knowledge  of 
the  other,  I  was  left  beating  the  bush  for 
the  game  of  which  they  were  in  pursuit. 
But  I  could  not  start  it.  Involved  in  the 
cloud  of  wind  and  dust,  which  they  had 
raised,  it  eluded  my  search. 

But  now;  Sir,  I  begin  to  penetrate  the 
chaos,  and  to  see  light ;  I  begin  to  distin- 

fuisli  three,  articles  of  impeachment, 
irst,  it  is  represented  as  a  great  crime  in 
a  judge  to  deny  a  jury  the  right  of  taking 
cognizance  of  a  culprit's  intention  in  pub- 
lishing a  libel.  Secondly,  ft  is  alledged  to 
be  a  heinous  offence  to  confine  a  jury  to 
the  narrow^  limits  of  finding  only  the 
simple  fact  of,  publication,  and  the  hare 
application.  Thirdly,  it  is  pretended  to  be 
a  high  misdemeanour  to  tell  a  jury  that 
the  Taw  infers  guilt  from  the  prima  Jacie 
or  intuitive  evidence.  These  charges  have 
been  made  during  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate ;  it  matters  not  by  whom  ;  they  have 
drQpt  somewhere  in  this  House. 
I  Now,  Sir,  the  two  first  of  them  are  evi- 
dently reducible  to  one  and  the  same 
^charge ;  because,  if  you  remove  the  first, 
which  is  i\^e  great  stumbling-block  of  pa- 
triotism, the  second  is  removed  of  course. 
It  cannot  afterwards  exist  a  moment  even 
in  imagination.  But  let  me  ask  you,  whe- 
ther the  first  point  has  not  been  proved  to 
{qur  satisfaction  to  be  legal  ?  Has  not  the 
on.  gentleman,  who  sits  near  me,  fairly 
silenced  the  clamorous  tongue  of  op- 
pression, and  with  the  strength  oJT  hjs  argu- 
ments, and  the  power  of  his  eloquence, 
ijfiade  even  the  bold  front  of  patriotism 
shrink  back  abashed  and  confounded  ?  1*0 
me  his  arguments  seemed  so  clear,  and  ir- 
refragable^ that  i  should  think  JL  offisred  aa 
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affront  to  your  understandingis,  if  I  at- 
tempted to  give  them  any  additional  force. 
1  have  yet  heard  nothing  in  opposition  to' 
them,  but  what  has  exposed  (lie  au(horg't9 
ridicule.  I  will  not  therefore!  mis-speikt 
your  time  in  confuting  those,  who  stm2 
self-confuted^.  What  is  the  results  The 
judges,  being  acquitted  of  the  first  accu- 
sation, and  the  second  depending  on  die 
first,  the  consequence  is  that  they  are  ac- 
quitted of  both. 

There  remains  now  but  ihcTtliird  article 
of  impeachment;  and  here  I  believe  die 
learned  serjean^  will  prove  ais  unforii- 
nate  as  in  the  preceding.  He  thinkB  it 
highly  illegal  and  unconstitutional  to  \A 
the  jury  that  the  law  infers  guilt  from  \bi 
prima  Jacie  evidence ;  a  maxim,  by  whic4 
the  master  was  in  a  criminal  case  punisM 
for  the  crime  of  {he  servant.  But  is  ffiii* 
a  fair  state  of  the  case  ?  If  it  were,  t6fra 
would  be  some  room  for  complain i.  w 
it  is  not.  The  direction  of  the  judge  wa^ 
that  the  law  infers  guilt  in  the  masier, 
from  ihe  prima  Jacie  evidence,  where  there 
is  no  evidence  offered  to  prove  tbstffie 
act  fixed  upon  the  master  by  the  pnmi 
Jacie  evidence,  was  solely  the  act  of  t&e 
servant.  Now,  was  any  such  evidence  of- 
fered in  the  case  to  which  he  alludes  ?.  6^ 
no  means.  What  follows?  The  culpnt 
was  justly  found  guilty ;  and  the  judge  ii 
not  in  any  case  blameless,  because  his 
conduct  was  strictly  legaL  If  the  lif 
had  been  in  any  circumstance  Violated ;  if 
there  had  been  the  least  flaw  in  the  pro' 
ce^dings,  would  the  learned  seijeant  have 
failed  to  take  advantage  of  the  errors,  lod 
to  move  an  arrest  of  judgment  ?  He  si- 
ledges,  indeed,  that  in  none  of  the  triali) 
affairs  were  brought  to  a  state  susceptible 
of  such  a  proceeding ;  that  no  verdict  vis 
ever  obtained  against  any  of  his  clieatSi 
What  then  is  become  of  Almonds  trial  J 
Was  there  no  verdict  found  against  hioi? 
The  learned  Serjeant's  memory  roust  be 
very  treacherous,  and  seems^  if  we  renOB 
from  this  instance,  to  be  very  unequal  te 
the  task  of  recollecting  all  the  preoedenft 
and  decisions,  which  ought  to  be  oad  ip 
contemplation,  if  he  wouM  form  a  fiill  sod 
comprehensive  idea  of  the  question,  tost 
he  has  undertaken  to  carry  through  the 
Hpuse. 

But  the  patriots  do  not  appear  to  have 
had  it  so  muph  for  tlielr  object  to  form  a 
right  judgment  of  the  question,  as  to  tbroi^ 
pdiura  on  the  judges.  Kor  can  1  sec  any 
other  end,  whic^i  thfey  couJd  nropose  to 
this  enquiry,  boit  the  rek&o^  ot  ^  ju4p 
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jr  tfie  Weight  of  popular  damour.  I  can- 
<St  suppose  th^ni  go'  ignorant  of  the  Xblw^ 
i  to  imagine,  that  the  sages  of  Westmin- 
!^f-hall  h^d  beeh  treading  unconstitu- 
fmatgroulid.  They  tti'ust  have  been  sen- 
ble,  that  tlies^  venerable  personag<es, 
ere  withbbt  spot  or  blemish;  butfhey 
ete  williTi^g  to'  embrace  the  favours  of 
(itune,  and  to  rise  to  eminence  and  pliace 
ii  tlie  shoulders  of  Che  misled  multitude. 
knoMT  they  would  be  ready  enoueh  to 
ccupy  tliese'  envied  stations ;  and  1  have 
»  (A)jectron  to  theif  promotion,  on  fair 
Sd  cohstituiionat  principles.  But  Jet 
iein  not:  be  so  eager  and  precipitate  as  to 
iiget  all  lav,  and  justice,  ana  decorum. 
iich  indiscretion  and  violence,  will  not 
[ily  ruin  their  cause,  but  expose  them  to 
dicule,  for  want  of  commoO  understand- 
ig.  The  principal  object  of  theif  ven- 
eance  laughs  at  their  impotent  attacks, 
lis  conduct  has,  I  must  say,  beeil  oh  a^f 
ccasions,  txKxiy  noble  and  magnanimous, 
^en  I  askod  him,  whether  1  should  pro- 
kute  a  virulent  libeller,  who  had  in  th^ 
tost  outrfigeous  manner  traduced  his  cha* 
icter,  he  scorned  to  take  an  advantage  of 
n  enemy,  vtYio  lav  at  his  mercy,  and  de- 
laredy  that  the  time  would  Soon  come, 
rhen  his  conduct  would  appear  fully  jus- 
Ified  to  the  public,  and  silence  even  the 
snvenomed  tongue  of  slander. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn  rose  to  set  Mr.  At- 
omey  General  right,  and  to  inform  him 
hat  he  was  mistaken  in  his  assertion  about 
Umon's  trial;  for  that  he  (Mr.  Glynn) 
lad  himself  moved  for  a  new  trial.  He 
ook  this  occasion  likewise  briefly  to  an- 
wer  Mr.  Attorney's  positions.  He  said, 
ruth  was  a  highway,  should  be  the  king's 
Bghway,  in  wnich  every  man  has  a  right 
0  walk  without  being  deemed  a  trespasser: 
iQd  this  maxim  he  proved  to  be  the  old 
ftw  of  the  land.  The  second  point,  he 
aid,  was  that  of  malice.  He  said,  that 
K)t  only  Mr.  Attorney  General,  but  the 
ihief  justices  Raymond  and  Mansfield  had 
(iven  the  same  reason  why  malice  is  not 
material;  namely,  because  the  injury  to 
he  party  is  the  same ;  he  said,  by  giving 
|uch  a  reason,  they  seemed  all  to  have 
orgot  the  very  first  principles  and  the  dis- 
inction  between  a  public  and  private  pro- 
lecution.  He  said,  that,  in  order  to  ^et 
id  of  trudi,  they  had  made  a  distinction 
«^here  there  was  none,  or  where  (if  therfe 
W  ftny  ^  it  was  certainly  aeainst  the  doc- 
trines ;  tor  that  private  truths  were  not  so 
lecessaty  to  be  known  aspubUc  truths,  and 


that  there  were  many  more  plausible  rea- 
sons to  be  given  why  private  truths  should 
not  be  spoken,  than  those  which  relate  to 
the  public;  for  what  concerns  all,^air 
ought  to  know.  Bur,  he  said,  though  they 
were  so  ready  at  distinguishing  pubHc* 
from  private  prosecutions  in  nuitters  o€ 
truth,  they  were  as  ready  to  confounif 
them  in  matter  of  malice.  He  sard,  they 
ought  to  remember  that  the  way  of  infor- 
mation was  a  public  prosecution,  not  instil 
tuted  for  reparation  to  the  indivfdbai',.  hut 
thesocietj^;  cAat  therefore  the  iiriury  fd 
the  party  is  out  of  the  question.  He  bnf 
them  consider  how  thehr  reasoning  wouM 
be  admitted  in  case  of  homicide,  prose- 
cuted either  publicly  or  privately,  by  in. 
dictment,  or  appeal:  the  injury  to  the 
party  is  the  same,  whether  the  man  be  kill- 
ed maliciously  ot  by  accident;  yet  haw 
would  that  Attorney  General  be  laughed 
at,  who  should  plead  that  therefore  the 
malice  was  out  of  the  question,  and  ought 
not  to  affect  the  verdict  of  the  jury ;  and 
how  would  the  chief  justice  be  abhorred 
and  hooted  if  he  avowed  the  same  doc- 
trine, and  if  he  directed  the  jury,  that  the 
homicide  was  equally  guilty  of  wilful  mur- 
der, whether  he  killea  the  deceased  out  of 
malice  or  by  accident ;  because  the  injury 
suffered  by  the  deceased  was  the  same? 
He  said,  tnat  there  was  another  contemp- 
tible pretence  made  by  the  Chief  Justices 
about  the  difficulty  of  proving  malice.  He 
said,  the  difficulty  was  no  greater  in  the 
case  of  libel  than  in  that  of  murder.  The 
same  malus  animus  was  with  equal  ease, 
and  the  same  manner,  discovered  in  both, 
and  to  be  discovered  too  and  found  by  the 
same  persons,  the  jury.  He  said,  no  doubt 
it  was  a  very  old  game  for  wicked  persons 
to  throw  about  arrows  and  firebrands,  and 
to  say,  am  I  not  in  sport  ?  But  such  a  pre- 
tence will  never  serve  the  turn,  whether 
they  be,  really,  arrows  and  firebrands,  or, 
figuratively,  libels ;  whether  they  destroy 
the  body,  or  the  reputation :  and  a  jury 
will  always  be  able  and  ready,  in  botn 
cases,  to  discover  and  find  the  malice: 
but  if  it  were,  as  the  Chief  Justices*  say, 
difficult  to  prove  the  malice;   if  the 


so 


thing  were  really  so  doubtful  as  they  would 
represent  it,  I  say,  said  Mr.  Gl3mn,  that  is 
a  fresh  reason  wny  it  should  be  left  to  the 

fry,  and  not  to  the  King's  judges.  And 
say,  that  the  libeller,  no  more  t3ian  the 
murderer,  should  be  punished,  unless  the 
libel,  as  the  murder,  be  pldn  enough  tt> 
be,  as  sir  Philip  Torke  said,  understood 
by  every  iionest  man  as  a  libeL 
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Mr*  Dunning  .* 

Sir ;  though  fully  cooYiDcedy  both 
from  the  station  of  the  persons  and  the 
vehemence  of  the  harangues,  that  obstruct 
the  motion,  that  no  enquiiy  will  be 
granted,  yet  I  cannot  beso  w  wanting  to 
my  duty,  nor  to  my  friends,  as  not  to  lift 
up  my  voice  on  this  occasion.  The  doc« 
trincs  which  seem  likely  to  be  established 
by  this  night's  debate,  are,  in  my  eyes,  of 
too  pernicious  a  tendency  to  let  any  friend 
of  the  constitution  remam  sOent.  Had  I 
not  thought  that  the  learned  seijeant  had 
fixed  himself  on  constitutional  ground  so 
firmly  as  not  to  be  shaken,  I  would  have 
taken  a  more  early  part  in  the  debate*  and 
delivered  my  sentiments  on  a  subject,  which 
I  have  maturely  considered.  I  do  not, 
however,  regret  my  tardiness,  because  it 
has  given  me  an  opportunity  of  doing 
him  justice  in  a  point  in  which  his  words 
have  been  mistaken  or  misrepresented. 

It  is  aUedged  by  his  learned  antagonist, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  that  he 
unfairly  chained  a  judge  with  telling  a  jury 
that  the  law  inferred  guilt  from  the  prima 
Jacie  evidence,  and  with  thus  milking  the 
innocent  master  crimiqally  responsible  for 
the  actions  of  the  servant.  Buthere,  asl 
take  it,  he  was  misunderstood.  The  Ser- 
jeant charged  the  judge  with  telling  the 
jury  that  the  law  inferred  guilt  from  the 
prima  facte  evidence,  when  there  was  pre- 
sumptive evidence,  though  no  positive  di- 
rect testimony  to  destroy  its  force.  If  I 
am  right  in  this  particular,  and  that  I  am 
I  have  no  doubt,  the  seijeant  had  just 
grounds  for  proposing  this  point  as  a  sub- 
ject of  enquiry  ;  for  it  is  a  very  nice  and 
intricate  case,  and  merits  a  very  elaborate 
discussion.  It  is  too  knotty  a  point  to  be 
unravelled  in  the  hurry  of  business,  which 
distracts  a  judge  on  the  bench.  AH  the 
preparation  and  deliberation,  which  this 
House,  assisted  by  the  learning  and  expe- 
rience of  the  bar  and  bench,  can  employ, 
will  not  be  too  much.  The  seijeant  there- 
fore stands  justified  for  laying  it  before 
you  as  an  adequate  cause,  and  a  proper 
object  of  enquiry. 

Indeed,  though  there  were  no  such 
solid  grounds  or  particular  charges,  the 
murmurs  and  clamours  of  the  people 
would,  as  some  gentlemen  have  very 
justly  observed,  be  sufficient ;  because  no 
other  feasible  plan  for  quieting  them  can 
be  contrived  or  imagined.  It  is  not  that 
the  characters  of  the  judges  are  not  tra- 
duced by  groundless  accusations,  and  scan- 


dalous aspersions.  TheKttegriennai 
which  every  cmesees,  and  every  qkW 
ments.  Judee  Smythe,  fiireiaDpIe,hii 
to  my  knowkdge,  been  veiy  iDJoriou^ 
treated.  His  conduct  in  tiying  die  SooCa 
Serjeant  at  Guilford,  for  wmch  hi  iiv 
been  so  much  abused  in  print,  and  not  v- 
raigned  in  pariiament,  was,  in  my  opinkn, 
very  fair  and  honourable.  I  was  cootahed 
in  the  afiair  as  an  advocate ;  and  I  motf 
say,  that  I  perfectly  coincided  with  hioB 
my  sentiments.  Had  I  been  inhis  phce, 
I  must  have  fallen  under  the  nme  odioa; 
for  my  conscience  would  not  hire  at 
lowed  me  to  use  any  other  langoage  bot 
that  of  baron  Smythe. 

While  I  thus  exculpate  one  judge,  kt 
me  treat  the  whole  King's-bench  m  ^ 
same  candour.  I  have  in  the  pspen  tees 
many,  and  read  some  letten,  abosbg  the 
judges  for  not  setting  fiea  the  prisooeo 
confined  in  the  Ki^s-bench  tor  debt 
Now  all  these  diarges  are  groondlea  ad 
scandalous ;  because  the  jodgei  h»e  n 
power  to  release  them ;  and  bectne,  if 
they  really  had,  they  would  be  mad  if  ther 
would  put  it  in  execution. 

These  circumstances  I  mention,  that  jn 
may  see  1  am  not  disposed,  tbroogb  isy 
pique  or  any  personal  enmi^,  to  condeon 
any  doctrines  that  are  notr^ydamoitifr 
My  sole  motive  is  the  public  good.  Foi  ties 
reason  I  must  contradict  the  right  Iw. 
gentleman,  who  affirms  the  tenets,  vbidi 
he  attributes  to  lord  Raymond,  sod  id 
Mansfield,  to  be  universally  receired  bf 
dead  and  living  judges,  as  Uie  estahlisbe^ 
law  of  the  land.  That  all  the  firing  jwi^ 
do  not  embrace  this  opinion,  I  taEe  to  be 
true,  and  notoriously  true.  That  iD  tbe 
dead  judges  did  not  avow  it,  I  apprtbead 
to  be  as  true,  and  as  notoriously  true. 

The  first  of  these  two  propositions  oeedi 
no  proof  but  an  appeal  to  tne  knowledge 
and  candour  of  this  assembly,  which  oi^ 
be  conscious  of  the  truth  of  the  fact  '^ 
second  may  be  proved  by  an  indoctioo « 
particulars,  and  he  that  runs  may  red. 
The  point  is  easily  ascertained  by  t«v* 
ring  to  records  and  monuments,  in  «h^ 
we  may  see  the  origin,  tbe  prpgresi}  va 
the  effects  of  these  doctrines. 

The  first  instance  of  a  judge's  instrofi| 
ing  the  jury  that  they  are  only  to  tie 
cognizance  of  fact,  and  not  of  the  ij^ 
tion,  occurs  in  the  reign  of  EJiah^ 
John  Udall,*  a  clergyman  of  the  Charcfc 
of  England,  but  a  supposed  puritan,  «* 

*  See  floweU*8  State  Trials,  vol.  l,p.  ^Vi 
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ccused  of  felony  on  a  temporanr  statute 
if  that  queen.  Being  indicted  or  a  libel, 
le  was  not  allowed  to  prove  the  purity  of 
lis  intention,  nor  was  the  jury  suffered 

0  prove  any  thing  but  the  fact  of  publica- 
ion,  the  felony  being  represented  as  a 
latter  of  law,  and  competent  only  to 
lie  jurisdiction  of  the  judge.  In  conse- 
uence  of  this  doctrine,  which  is  no 
ooner  explained  than  exposed,  because 
be  law  declares  that  none  shall  be  found 
uilty  of  felony,  except  twelve  men  find 
(lem  guilty  of  a  felonious  intent,  Udall 
'-as  condemned  through  the  artifice  of 
aron  Clarke,  the  judge. 

The  conduct  of  Clarke  in  this  case, 
^ough  infamous  enough,  was  greatly  ex- 
eeded  in  cruelty  and  brutality  by  that  of 
>rd  chi^f  justice  Hyde,  in  the  case  of 
Icnjamin  Keach,*  who  was  accused  of 
avin^  published  certain  primmers  that 
ontaraed  articles  contrary  to  the  common 
rayer.  Though  the  amanuensis  has  left 
lat  the  judge's  charge  to  the  jury,  yet  it 

1  pretty  apparent,  from  the  rest  of  his 
onduct,  that  he  made  use  of  these  tenets 
3  induce  them  to  bring  the  culprit  in 
iiilty. 

The  next  case  is  that  of  Henry  Carr,f 
ried  b^  lord  chief  -justice  Scroggs,  for 
•ublishug  articles  of  news  disagreeable  to 
fie  court  The  judge  openly  avows  these 
octrines,  and  declares  it  not  only^  his 
pinion,  but  that  of  all  the  judges  that  no 
ews  touching  the  government  ought  to 
•e  printed  but  by  authority. 

Jefferies,  it  is  well  known,  adopted  the 
laxims  of  his  predecessors.  There  is  no 
ccasion,  therefore,  for  statins  any  case, 
1  which  he  was  concerned.  £et  us  come 
earer  our  own  times. 

In  the  case  of  the  King  against  Owen,^ 
le  judge  allowed  the  defendant  to  pro- 
uce  exculpatory  evidence  to  the  jury. 
n  order  to  shew,  that  he  had  no  malicious 
r  traitorous  intention  in  publishing  the 
bel,  with  which  he  was  charged,  the 
ourt  permitted  him  to  plead,  that  during 
le  rebellion,  he  had  printed  many  papers 
I  defence  of  the  government  and  Hano- 
^rian  succession.  If  the  judge  thought 
lat  the  jury  had  no  right  to  judge  of  the 
itention,  why  did  he  allow  these  steps  to 
e  taken  ?  The  point  is  clear.  He  cer- 
linly  thought,  that  the  province  of  the 
iry  was  not  confined  only  to  the  fact,  but 
bat  it  extended  also  to  the  intention. 

*  See  iloweirs  State  Trials,  vol  6,  p.  701. 
I-  Ibid.  Tol.  7,  p.  nil. 
t  Ibiil.  vol.  18,  p.  1«0S. 


More  instances  to  the  same  purpose 
might  be  given,  but  this  one  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  shew,  that  the  doctrine  of  state 
libels  now  adopted,  was  not  Quite  universsi 
among  the  dead  judges.  The  preceding 
instances  evince  its  pernicious  efiects.  Since 
then  it  appears  from  this  induction  of  parti- 
culars, tnat  the  doctrine  had  its  origin  ia 
arbitrary  times,  and  under  arbitrary  judges, 
that  its  progress  was  attended  witJi  perni- 
cious effects,  that  it  was  never  universally 
received,  that  the  sages  of  the  law  differ  to 
this  day  in  their  opinion  of  it,  and  that  the 
people  in  general  are  alarmed  at  it,  I 
thinx  it  is  not  only  expedient,  but  abso- 
lutely necessary,  that  we  should  under- 
take  the  proposed  enquiry,  and  reconcile 
law  and  common  sense. 

After  Mr.  Dunning  had  cited  the  cases 
from  the  State  Trims,  he  proceeded  to 
shew  to  whom  we  were  obhged  for  each 
part  of  lord  Mansfield's  doctrine;  how 
much  of  it  was  taken  ft-om  baron  Clarke 
(in  Udall*s  case),  who  declared  that  a 
good  subject  and  an  honest  man,  writing 
with  a  good  intention,  and  with  a  cood  at«  ' 
fection  to  the  prince,  ought  to  die  for  so 
doine :  how  much  of  it  was  taken  from 
diief justice  Hyde  fin  Reach's  case),  who 
received  a  verdict  from  the  jury  of  guilty 
in  part,  and  sentenced  him  as  if  guflty  of 
the  whole :  how  much  of  it  was  taken  from 
chief  justice  Scroges  and  Jefferies  (in 
Carr's  case),  who  declared,  that  it  was 
the  opinion  of  all  the  judges,  <<  that  to 

f>rint  or  publish  any  news  books  or  pamph- 
ets  of  news  whatsoever  was  illegal ;  tnat 
he  would  be  something  more  merciful  in 
the  punishment  of  what  was  inoffensive ; 
and  that  popular  attendance  upon  public 
causes  that  concerned  the  government, 
altered  the  nature  of  the  defendant's 
cause  ;  '  that  the  shouts  of  the  people 
quite  spoiled  it ;  that  It  always  should  undo 
a  defendant,  and  leave  no  place  for  mercy, 
whether  it  be  malicious  or  not,  and  though  • 
there  is  nothing  reflecting  on  the  govern- 
ment:" how  much  of  it  was  taken  from 
king  James  the  2d's  Roman  Catholic 
judge,  Allybone,  Tin  the  case  of  the  Seven 
Bishops)  who  declared,  ^*  that  no  private 
man  could  take  upon  him  to  write  con* 
ceming  the  government  at  all ;  and  that 
things  should  not  be^measured  from  any 
truth  they  have  in  themselves,  but  from 
the  aspect  they  have  upon  the  govern- 
ment :"  how  much  of  it  was  taken  from 
lord  chief  Justice  Raymond  Hn  Nutt's 
case^,  who  declared,  *<  that  it  a  servant 
carries  a  libel  for  his  master,  ha  certainljr 
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k  aoftwerable  for  what  he  does,  though 
he  caaoot  so  much  as  write  or  read,  be- 
cause the  mischief  is  •equal,  though  the 
party's  intention  do  not  concur." 

After  Mr.  Dunning  had  shewn  how 
much  of  lord  Mansfield's   doctrine  w^s 
borrowed,  and  from  whom,. he  next  pro- 
.ceeded  to  shew  how  much  of  it  was  origi- 
nal.   He  observed,  that  under  his  lord- 
ship's auspices,  for  the  first  time,  the  word 
*  false'  had  been  omitted   about   seven 
years  ago,  in  an  information  for  libel ;    he 
aaid,  he  wondered  much  that  all  the  other 
epithets  of  'scandalous,   seditious,'  &c. 
Jbeing  like  the  word  false,  all  mere  infer- 
ence, as  it, is  said,  of  law;  he  wondered 
that  all  the  other  epithets  were  not  left  out 
also.    He  said,  he  thought  he  could  not 
with  justice  deny  lord  Mansfield  the  merit 
.of  being  the  first Vho  haid  in  a  criminal 
.case  loMi^  primaJaGie  evidence  alone  con- 
clusive :  but,  he  said,  there  was  something 
more  remarkable  and  peculiar  to  his.lord- 
.ship ;  lord  Mansfield  was  very  careful  in 
'  the  ease  of  Almon  to  conceal  that  part  of 
'  .his  doctrine  till  the  trial  was  over.    Wh#n 
;  Almon's  counsel  were  going  to  examine  a 
witness,  in  order  to  contradict  the  prima 
Jade  evidence,  and  had  declared  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  called  him,  and  whilst 
they  reasoned  amongst  themselves  aloud, 
.ana  some  of  them  doubted  whether  it  was 
.incumbent  on  them  to  disprove  what  had 
;DOt  been  proved,  his  lordship  told  the 
counsel,  '*  Follow  your  own   opinion  in 
.that:  if  you  think  it  necessary  to  examine 
the  witnesses,    you  will    proceed ;    you 
ought  to  consider  what  is  best  for  your 
client"     Hints,  and  looks,  and  half  words 
following,  persuaded  the  counsel  that  they 
were  doing  wrong ;   and  though  the  wit- 
.  ness  was  sworn,  they  agreed  not  to  exa- 
mine him,  on  a  supposition  that  it  was  not 
necessary  for  their  client's  defence.      His 
lordship  immediately  proceeded  to  direct 
the  jury ;  and  told  tliem,  that  since  the 
.  defendant  had  not  contradicted,  by  wit- 
ness, the  prima  Jade  evidence,  as  he  ought 
to  have  aone,  that  evidence  was  conclu- 
.sive.    On  this  very  hinge  did  the  verdict 
turn;  imd  had  his  lordship  through  the 
whole  course  of  the  trial  but  hinted  this' 
doctrine,  the  prima  Jade  evidence  would 
have  been  contradicted,  the  witness  was 
.  already^sworn  for  that  purpose.    This  ma- 
nagement, Mr.  Dunning  said,  was  very 
i  much  superior  to  that  of  the  judges  he  had 
cited :  whatever  their  doctrines  were,  they 
declared  them  from  the  beginning  and 
throughout  the  trial :  they  did  not,  by 


skulking  and  concealment^  <filch  a  convic- 
tion from  the  jury, .  but  committed  a  boU 
robbery  on  justice,. looking  in  the  faces  of 
the  laws  and  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Forrester: 

Sir;  Lhavesatngood  manyyeanin 
parliament,  and  yet,  in  the  whole  coone 
of  my  attendance  in  this  House,  I  canoot 
remember  a  single  example  of  such  ei^tis- 
ordinary  proceedings  as  those,  which  an 
now  the  subject  of  your  debate.  A  vague 
and  undeterminate  charge,  foundedk>nly  ob 
hearsay  and  vulgar  report,  is  brought  not 
only  against  the  chief  justice,  but  a^ogt 
all  the  judges  of  England.  When,  >y  the 
candour  and  frankness  of  the  jodgoi^ 
friends,  this  charge  is  fairly  avowed  sod 
adopted  as  the  known  doctrine  of  ibe 
King's-bench,  it  is  clearly  demonstrated 
that  the  arraigned  judges  only  fqllowei 
precedent, .  and  the  steps  of  their  prede- 
cessors, lord  Holt,  lord  Raymond,  Dob- 
nison,  Foster,  Yates,  and  many  other 
judges,  equally  filmed  for  their  kuawledg^ 
independence,  and  constitutional  pdp- 
ciples,  are  .proved  to  have  fathered  toep^ 
tenets.  In  short,  so  many  sages  of  tbe 
Jaw,  down  from  the  Revolutioo,  for  I 
will  go  no  higher  for  obvious  leasoo, 
have  embraced  the  same  opinion,  that  ^ 
learned  and  eloquent  defender  of  tbe 
judges  was  tempted  to  call  it  the  univer- 
sally received  opinion  of  the  courts,  and 
the  known  and  established  law  of  the  land. 
The  last  gentleman  who  spoke,  has  en- 
deavoured to  prove,  rather  than  proved, 
that  the  doctrine  is  not  quite  so  univer- 
sally received,  as  he  had  givea  out.  Nmr 
let  us,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  suppo^, 
that  it  is  not  quite  universal,  what  wm  f^- 
low  ?  That  the  judges  are  blameless,  since 
they  have  adhered  to  the  law  of  the  busi 
by  adhering  to  the  majority  of  precedepti, 
and  have  not  perjured  themselves,  fay  en- 
bracing  the  principles  of  one  or  two  doi^ 
ful  cases.  One  swallow  does  not  make  a 
summer ;  nor  will  a  strained  inference  from 
what  was  done  by  one  judge  in  a  certm 
case,  make  a  good  precedent,  or  coosiitote 
the  law  of  the  land.  I  apprehend,  lift 
when  the -doctrine  was  callea  universalyM 
more  was  meant  than  that  it  was  very  g^ 
neral.  Nor  is  it  without  reason  this  tesii 
was  used.  That  men  tjink  in  water,  ai|d 
that  the  sun  always  travels  round  Jk» 
earth,  are  justly  called  universal  lajrasf 
nature,  though  the  apostle -Peter  ^wos 
walked  upon  the  sea,  and  the  sua  a|ood 
still  over  the  valiei^  of  Aj49n. 
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.  When  matters  are  thus  circumstanced, 
rhere  is  the  justice,  or  even  honesty »  of 
irraigning  lord  Mansfield,  a  man,  who  is 
)ot  only  an  pmament  to  this  age  and  na- 
ion,  but  an  honour  to  human  nature  ?  I 
aid  as  much  in  a  former  parliament,  and 
\  say  it  again ;  for  I  find  no  reason  to  alter 
Djr  opinion,  and  I  always  utter  the  ge- 
luine  dictates  of  my  heart.  I  am  an  in- 
lependant  num ;  you  know  me  to  be  an 
Ddependank  man.  I  have  no  connections 
irith  any  party,  nor  with  any  minister.  I 
(ever  received,  nor  ever  shall  receive  a 
iivour  at  the  hands  of  a  minister.  I  can 
herefore,  with  the  better  grace,  stand  up 
p  defence  of  injured  worth  and  innocence. 
LiCt  me  then  boldly  declare,  that  the  seats 
if  justice  were  never  better  filled  than  at 
his  hour.  Never  cotild  they  boast  more 
Knowledge,  never  could  they  boast  more 
ntegrity.  I  ask  the  learned  counsellor, 
rho  just  now  quoted  so  many  cases  in 
^er  to  overthrow  their  opinions,  if  he 
syer  knew  fewer  complaints  of  wrons  de- 
cisions, if  he  ever  knew  fewer  appeals  to 
^gher  tribunals,  or  fewer  reversals  ?  No, 
lever;  I  have  reason  to  know  it.  Were 
liey  less  able,  less  upright,  it  would  prbve 
rery  advantageous  to  me  in  pecuniary 
natters;  and,  had  interest  much  influence 
W  n^y  mind,  I  would,  on  this  occasion, 
lave  turned  patriot,  and  declaimed  against 
Jiem  as  men  utterly  unqualified  for  their 
anctions.  Had  1  the  least  desire  of  seeing 
fustice  administered  by  incapable  persons, 
lad  were  I  to  judge  of  men's  capacity  by 
!he  specimens  given  this  night,  1  would 
oert  ever}'  nerve  and  every  sinew  in  or- 
ler  to  have  the  lawyers,  who  proposed  and 
nipported  this  enquiry,  appointed  the  dis- 
^sers  and  oracles  of  law.  Should  they 
dispense  it  with  the  same  justice  and  the 
lame  decency,  which  they  have  now  dis- 
played, 1  must  soon  make  a  fortune,  and 
lecome  a  rival  of  our  contractors,  nabobs, 
ind  prime  ministers. 

But  whence  then,  you  will  say,  do  the 
Durrours  of  the  people  arise,  if  the  con- 
lact  of  the  judges  be  so  upright  as  you 
represent  it  ?  I  hope  n(^ody  is  so  absurd 
IS  to  imagine,  that  all  the  dissatisfaction 
of  the  people  springs  from  their  jealousy 
df  the  judges,  were  their  behaviour  as  bad 
layou  would  persuade  us.  Could  we  aa- 
tign  no  other  cause,  yet  the  spirit  of  mia- 
repreaentation  and  abuse,  which  now  pre- 
fads,  would  sufficiently  account  for  the 
phsmomenon.  Is  not  baron  Smythe's 
^>>e  a  pregnant  proof  of  this  truth  ?  Wlio 
K>uld  be  more  abused,  or  who  was  more 
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obnoxious  for  his  conduct  at  Guildford  ia 
the  trial  of  the  Scotch  Serjeant  ?  Yet,  who» 
could  be  more  innocent  ?  He  now  stands 
without  reproach.  Is  not  the  gentleman 
who  so  fully  vindicated  him  another  in- 
stance ?  Did  hot  a  notorious  libeller  per* 
suade  the  nation  for  some  time,  that  he 
was  guilty  of  direct  corruption  and  the 
meanest  villainy  ?  Nay,  is  not  the  subject 
now  before  us  a  notorious  demonstration 
c^  my  assertion  ?  Have  not  the  judges, 
the  most  venerable  men '  in  the  nation, 
been,  through  the  means  of  libels  and  lam- 
poons, suspected  all  over  the  kingdom  of 
violating  the  law,  and  the  constitution, 
when  there  was  not  a  shadow  of  a  reason 
for  the  suspicion  i  When  these  things  are 
so,  need  we  be  surprised,  if  the  people  are 
jealous  of  government,  which  is  constantly 
traduced  and  vilified  with  impunity  ?  The 
wonder  would  be,  if  there  were  no  discon- 
tents, when  the  press  teems  with  such  le- 
gions of  abusive  productions.  I  have  nbt^ 
thank  God,  reaa  a  pamphlet  these  seven 
years.  News-papers,  and  a  very  few  of 
these,  are  the  only  political  compositions 
of  the  day  that  I  peruse.  Yet  I  am  not 
so  ignorant  of  what  is  going  forward,  as 
not  to  know,  that  not  a  stage,  not  a  fly, 
nor  a  waggon  goes  down  into  die  country 
without  loads  of  magazines,  pamphlets, 
and  news-papers,  and  other  literary  manu- 
factures, full  of  nothing  but  misrepresen- 
tation and  abuse.  How  then  is  it  possible 
for  the  minds  of  the  people  not  to  be 
poisoned  ?  Many  of  them  take  all  that  they 
see  so  impudently  asserted  in  these  publi- 
cations, tor  ffospel.  If  you  ask  any  of 
them  how  he  Knows  such  or  such  a  tning 
to  be  real  fact,  he  will  answer,  why  I  read 
it  in  print.  For  my  part,  I  know  nothing 
that  is  more  wanting  in  this  country  than 
proper  restrictions  on  the  liberty  of  the 
press.  I  am  now  declining  into  the  vale 
of  years,  and  I  must  say,  that  long  experi- 
.ence  has  cooled  my  fondness  for  this 
boasted  palladium  of  the  constitution.  In 
my  opinion,  were  we  less  learned,  we 
shoula  be  better  men. 

Lord  George  Saekvilie  : 

Sir ;  I  have  the  honour  of  being 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  noble  lorc^ 
at  whom  this  enquiry  is  supposed  to  be 
aimed,  and  I  must  confess,  tiiat  I  have  a 
great  value  for  him,  as  a  gentleman,  a 
scholar,  and  legislator.  Yet,  while  I  thus 
profess  myself  his  friend,  I  cannot  be  per- 
suaded that  I  ought  to  show  my  friend- 
ship by  putting  a  negative  on  this  motion, 
[4N] 
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because  it  is  the  part  of  a  true  friend  to 
promote  every  plan,  which  wipes  off  any 
aspersion,  that  noay  have  been  thrown  on 
the  honour  or  reputation  of  his  connec- 
tions. And  whatever  may  have  been  the 
intention  of  those  who  proposed  and  se- 
conded the  question,  it  cleaily  appears  to 
ine  that  the  result  of  the  enquiry,  if  it  is 
adopted,  will  be  a  complete  justification 
of  the  defendant.  How  then  can  1  be  but 
for  the  motion  ?  Acknowledging  myself 
attached  to  his  interest^  1  should  be  sus- 
pected of  entertaining  no  very  favourable 
ideas  of  his  cause,  if  1  seemed  backward  in 
putting  him  on  his  country.  But,  as  1 
nave  the  highest  notions  of  his'  capacity 
and  integrity,  1  am  eager  to  see  the  qua- 
lities of  his  head  and  heart  undergo  the 
severest  scrutiny,  that  he  may  confound  all 
the  arts  of  libellers,  and  shine  abroad,  and 
to  heaven. 

Consider,  gentlemen,  what  will  be  the 
consequence  of  refusing  this  demand,  this 
debt,  which  you  owe  to  the  anxious  ex- 
pectations of  the  public.  The  people, 
seeing  his  avowed  defenders  so  loth  to 
bring  him  forth  on  the  public  stage,  and 
^to  make  him  plead  his  cause  before  their 
tribunal,  will  naturally  conclude  that  he 
could  not  bear  the  light,  because  his  deeds 
were  evil;  and  that,  therefore,  you  judged 
it  advisable  to  screen  him  behind  the  cur- 
tain of  a  majority.  At  present  you  say, 
and  1  verily  believe^  that  he  is  innocent. 
Yet,  though  his  conduct  was  never  ques- 
tioned in  parliament,  mark  how  he  is  every 
day,  and  every  hour,  pointed  out  in  print 
and  conversation,  as  a  perverter  or  the 
law,  and  an  enemy  to  the  constitution. 
No  epithet  is  too  bad  for  him.  Now  he  is 
the  subtle  Scroggs,  now  the  arbitrary  Jef- 
feries.  All  the  records  of  our  courts  of 
law,  and  all  the  monuments  of  our  law- 
yers, are  ransacked,  in  order  to  find  suffi- 
ciently odious  names  by  which  he  may  be ' 
christened.  The  libellous  and  virulent 
spirit  of  the  times,  has  overleaped  all  the 
barriers  of  law,  order,  and  decorum.  The 
judges  are  no  longer  reverenced,  and  the 
laws  have  lost  all  their  salutary  terrors. 
Juries  will  not  condemn  petty  delinquents, 
when  they  suspect  grand  criminals  go  un- 
punished. Hence  libels  and  lampoons, 
audacious  beyond  the  example  of  all  other 
times,  libels,  in  comparison  of  which  the 
North  Briton,  once  deemed  the  ne  plus 
ultra  of  sedition,  is  perfect  innocence  and 
simplicity. '  The  sacred  number  45,  form- 
erly tile  idol  of  the  multitude,  is  eclipsed 
^  the  superior  venom  of  every  day's  de- 


famation ;  all  its  magical  and  taltnnaDie 
powers  are  lost  and  lAsorbed  in  the  ge- 
neral deluge  of  scandal,  which  pours  firon 
the  press. 

When  matters  are  thus  circumstanced, 
when  the  judges  in  general,  and  M 
Mansfield  in  particular,  are  thus  hung  oot 
to  public  scorn  and  detestation,  now  thtt 
libellers  receive  no  countenance  from 
men  high  in  power  and  in  the  public 
esteem,  what  will  be  the  consequence, 
when  it  is  publicly  known,  that  tbej 
have  been  here  arraigned,  and  that  their 
friends  quashed  the  enquiry,  which  it  was 
proposed  to  make  into  their  coodact? 
The  consequence  is  more  easily  conceived 
than  expressed.  I  foresee  that  the  imps  of 
the  press,  the  sons  of  ink,  and  the  printers' 
devils,  wQl  be  all  in  motion,  and  they  will 
spare  you  as  little  as  they  will  the  judges 
Like  the  two  thieves  in  the  gospel,  bodi 
will  be  strung  up  and  gibbeted,  with  the 
law  crucified  between  you,  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  cofiee-house  politidns, 
greasy  carmen  and  porters,  and  baiben 
in  tippling  houses  and  night-cellars. 

1  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is  tlie 
wish  of  lord  Mansfield  himself  to  hafe 
his  conduct  examined.  Nay,  I  collect  as 
much  from  the  language  of  a  gentlenun 
who  may  be  supposed  to  know  his  lenti- 
ments.  What  foundation  then  b  therefor 
obstructing  the  enquiry  ?  None  at  all.  It 
is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  see  my  noble  friend 
discovering  such  a  symptom  of  cooscnas 
innocence.  His  ideas  perfectly  coincide 
with  my  own.  I  would  never  oppose  the 
minutest  scrutiny  into  my  behayioor. 
However  much  condemned  by  the  enfj 
or  malevolence  of  enemies,  i  would  at 
least  show  that  I  stood  acquitted  m  nj 
own  mind.  *  Qui  fugit  judiciuni,  ^M 
teste,  reus  est.* 

Mr.  Wedderbum: 

Sir ;  it  is  with  reluctance  I  trouble 
the  House  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  nigbt* 
But  the  importance  of  the  question  wiH 
plead  my  excuse*  Mv  silence  mi|ht  te 
branded  with  (he  odious  imputation  of 
trimming;  and  I  would  have  it  undff- 
stood,  that  in  grand  constitutional  points 
1  always  take  a  decided  part,  and  scon 
the  mean  subterfuges  of  an  invidious  neu* 
trality. 

Sir,  it  IS  not  that  I  do  not  perceive  the 
difficulties  with  which  I  am  surrounded. J 
see  the  narrow  path  on  whidi  1  stand,  and 
the  rocks  and  precipices  which  threaten 
on  either  side,  i  feel  mjr  slippery  footing; 
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nd  I  fully  comprehend  how  hard  it  will 
e  for  a  young  roan  to  steer  between 
Ic^lla  and  Charybdis.  If  I  lean  to  the  en- 
uiry,  I  shall  be  termed  a  child  of  faction ; 
^  I  incline  to  the  opposite  side,  I  shall  be 
hristened  a  slave  to  the  court.  In  this 
ilemma  how  shall  I  act  ?  As  every  honest 
lan  ought.  Knowing  that  something  must 
Iways  be  hazarded  by  public  men,  I  will, 
egardless  of  consequences,  follow  the  die- 
sites  of  conscience ;  and,  if  I  cannot  satisfy 
thers,  satisfy  at  least  my  own  mind. 

Sir,  the  charges  against  the  judges 
re  reducible  to  two  Jbeads :  to  a  f^se 
ule  of  evidence,  and  a  false  rule  of  law. 
The  Attorney  General  states  the  former 
(1  a  manner  totally  different  from  that 
rhich "  was  adopted  by  the  mover  of 
he  question.  A  learned  counsellor  insi- 
luates  that  this  state  of  the  case  is  not 
prounded  on  fact.  But  I  dare  say,  nay,  I 
:now,  that  he  is  mistaken,  and  that  this 
vBs  really  the  direction  of  the  judge  to  the 
ury ;  and  I  must  say,  that  it  is  perfectly 
ronsonant  to  law.  No  man,  who  knows 
he  principles  of  law  in  general,  and  the 
•rinciplesof  the  laws  of  England,  in  par- 
icular,  can  entertain  the  least  doubt  about 
he  matter.  The  case  is  clear  and  indis- 
lutable;  and  the  clamour  on  this  head 
ould  have  its  rise  originally  in  nothing 
lut  a  mistake,  or  the  want  of  precision  in 
len's  ideas. 

The  second  head  of  complaint,  or,  the 
ule  of  law  by  which  juries  are  denied  the 
ight  of  enquiring  into  a  libeller's  inten- 
ion,  has  been  so  ably  handled,  that  little 
emains  to  be  said.  It  has  been  shown  to 
»e  conformable  to  precedents,  or  to  the 
lecisions  of  a  series  of  the  greatest  and 
Qost  upright  judges  that  England  ever 
iroduced.  What  is  the  consequence?  The 
iresent  judges,  who  only  tread  in  the 
botsteps  of  their  predecessors,  must  stand 
icquitted  in  the  judgment  of  every  un- 
liassed  man.  For  what,  I  beseech  you, 
;onstitutes  the  common  law  of  England, 
lut  a  course  of  precedents  ?  Our  unwrit- 
en  law  is  nothing  else.  It  is  wholly  and 
olely  made  up  of  a  series  of  decisions 
;iven  by  grave  tind  reverend  men  in  our 
:ourts  of  justice ;  and  it  is  for  this  reason 
called  the  wisdom  of  ages. 

However  disputable  this  doctrine  may 
16  on  the  principles  of  (he  constitution,  it 
B  well  known  to  be  an  article  of  faith  in 
ATestminster-hall,  at  least  ever  since  the 
levolution.  I  appeal  to  every  gentleman 
)f  the  long  robe  present,  whether  it  is  not 
re^uently  given  as  a  thesis  to  the  students 
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of  law.  Hpw,  then,  can  an  y  lawyer  pretend 
ignorance  of  the  reception  which  a  ques- 
tion so  much  agitated  meets  with  among 
the  judges  ?  Or  can  any  man  arraign 
lord  Mansfield,  for  what  passed  unnoticed 
in  lords  Holt,  Raymond,  and  so  many 
other  judges  ?  I  protest  1  am  amazed,  and 
cannot  guess  the  reason  of  such  a  strange 
proceeding. 

The  learned  seijeant  indeed  asserts, 
that  some  of  these  precedents,  being  re- 
corded only  in  the  State  Trials,  are  not  to 
be  trusted,  because  these  volumes  ar^  of 
no  authority.  But  I  take  the  State  Trials 
to  be  books  of  good  credit.  At  least  men 
of  as  great  penetration  and  judgment  as 
any  person  in  this  House  have  viewed 
them  in  that  light.  Not  to  speak  of  others, 
what  think  you  of  Rapin,  Carte,  Robert- 
son, Hume,  and  Blackstone  ?  They  have 
quoted  them  as  authentic  monuments,  as 
proper  foundations  for  the  most  solid  and 
durable  superstructures.  Nor  have  they 
done  so  without  reason.  For  the  State 
Trials  do  not  relate  things  done  in  a  cor- 
ner. They  record  transactions  that  passed 
on  a  public  theatre,  and  before  the  nation 
at  large.  Falshood,  therefore,  in  such 
preat  and  essential  points  could  not  creep 
into  them  without  detection.  Hence  they 
may  be  justly  considered  as  having  the 
sanction  of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  are 
consequently  more  to  be  depended  on 
than  the  scrawl  of  an  obscure  reporter. 
Not  that  I  would  set  them  up  in  West- 
minster-hall as  authorities,  equal  in  law  to 
Coke  and  Littleton :  No ;  I  only  contend, 
that  in  matters  of  fact  no  books  are  more 
authentic ;  and  it  is  evident  that  whether  a 
particular  judge  delivered  a  particular  opi- 
nion, is  a  mere  matter  of  fact. 

Thus,  then,  it  appears  that  there  is  a 
series  of  precedents,  which  favour  the  ar- 
raigned doctrines :  that  these  precedents 
are  of  good  note,  and  that  the  contrary 
precedents,  if  any,  are  very  doubtful,  and 
founded  rather  on  the  torture  of  words 
and  evidence,  than  on  the  clear  and  explicit 
declarations  of  judges.  What  i&  the  con- 
clusion ?  The  judges  are  sworn  to  abide 
by  the  law.  The  law  is  founded  on  pre- 
cedent, or  at  least  explained  by  it.  They 
have  adhered  to  precedent.  They  are 
therefore  blameless.  I  will  no^  say  that 
they  are  praise- worthy,  because  there  is 
little  praise  due  to  any  man  for  doing  his 
duty  in  such  a  plain  case.  But  I  must 
say,  that  if  they  had  acted  otherwise,  they 
would  have  been  not  only  blameable,  but 
highly  criminal.  And  why  i  Because  they 
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would  have  been  guilty  of  perjury.  Be- 
lieve n)e»  had  their  conduct  been  such  as 
the  promoters  of  this  motion  contend  it 
should  have  been^  they  would  have  been 
impeachable. 

Let  us,  then,  leave  the  judges  out  of  the 
question.  Let  us  desist  from  enquiring 
into  their  conduct.  They  have  acted  like 
honest  men  and  true.  Their  proceedings 
have  been  sufficiently  scanned ;  nay,  they 
cannot  be  better  known,  nor  more  minute- 
ly discussed.  £very  thing  is  now  before 
us.  We  cannot  expect  more  intelligence 
or  more  arguments,  should  we  enquire  till 
doomsday.  Yet  every  rational  ana  unpre- 
judiced man  must  acquit  the  judges. 
Why,  then,  should  we  push  fiirtfaer  this 
enquiry  >  In  order  to  satisfy  and  quiet  the 
people  ?  That  satisfaction  and  quiet  will 
be  as  soon  produced  by  this  night's  de- 
bate, as  by  any  future  discussion.  As  we 
must  ourselves  be  convinced  of  their  inte- 

frity,  the  people  will  soon  be  convinced, 
hope  the  present  controversy  will  be 
truly  reportea  abroad.  If  it  is,  I  am  sure 
ft  must  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind.  The 
public  will  see  how  much  they  have  been 
misled  in  their  opinion  of  the  judges,  and 
be  enabled  to  form  a  just  idea  of  those,  by 
whom  they  have  been  abused. 

Sir,  it  IS  not  that  I  do  not  think  that 
juries  ought  to  have  the  cognizance  of  the 
intention  in  cases  of  libeb,  even  as  the 
law  of  England  now  stands.  Nor  is  this  a 
novel  opinion  with  me :  I  have  harboured 
it  for  several  years.  It  may  be  perhaps 
presumption  in  me  to  differ  in  this  point 
from  so  many  great  men,  so  many  oracles 
of  the  law ;  but  I  must  make  my  own  rea- 
son my  guide.  Authority  has  little  weight, 
when  It  clashes  with  reason  and  argument. 
Hence,  though  I  protest  against  enquiring 
into  the  conduct  of  ^he  judges,  I  am 
strongly  bent  on  enquiring  into  the  state 
of  the  law,  that  no  man  nor  set  of  men 
may  hereafter  have  a  pretence  for  imput- 
ing the  imperfections  of  the  law  to  the 
judges,  or  for  raising  against  them  a 
groundless  outcry  among  the  vulgar. 

Sir,  while  matters  continue  on  their  pre- 
sent footing,  while  judges  think  the  inten- 
ticm  as  a  matter  of  law  cognizable  only  by 
them,  and  juries  imagine  it  competent  to 
their  jurisdiction,  they  will  be  eternally  at 
variance.  A  constant  struggle  for  supe- 
riority willbubsist.  Alternate  violence  and 
injustice  will  prevail;    and    law,    beine 

E laced  in  the  middle  between  them,  wiu 
e  mangled  and  torn  in  pieces.     Acted 
upon  by  two  forces  in  opposite  directions. 


it  will  share  the  fate  of  criminals  whose 
limbs  are  tied  to  the  tails  of  wiM  horses. 
Juries  thinking  their  laws  and  liberties  to 
be  at  a  stake,  and  judges  imagining  their 
honour  and  authority  as  well  as  the  htr 
and  the  constitution  to  be  concerned,  cei. 
ther  will  give  up  the  contest,  till  the  bnd 
become  one  scene  of  anarchy  and  mimle. 
Indeed,  who  does  not  see  that  this  is  al- 
ready  the  case?     The  most  andaciooi li- 
bellers cannot  be  convicted.  Secure  in  the 
opposition  of  juries,  they  laugh  at  all  the 
terrors  of  information  and  attachnieot. 
The  Attorney  General  with  all  his  power 
is  despised.    Like  an  old  worn-out  scare- 
crow m  a  field,  his  head  is  made  a  roostic§ 
place,  or  something  worse,  by  these  ob- 
scene birds.    Is  it  not  then  time  for  os  to 
stir  in  this  aflair,and  to  reconcile  thepTic- 
tice  of  the  law  to  the  principles  of  thecoo- 
stitution  ? 

Sir :  juries  seem  to  me  not  ooIt  the 
proper  out  the  aole  judges  of  the  luttQ- 
tion,  of  tlie  innocence  or  malice  of  a^; 
because  it  is  really  and  essentiallv  a  nat- 
ter of  fact  and  not  of  law.  It  will  act  al- 
ways, indeed,  admit  of  proof,  becaose  itii 
frequently  known  only  to  the  libelkr. 
But  in  many  cases  it  may  be  determioed 
by  the  testimony  of  others ;  amd,  wfaeo  k 
may,  there  can  b^  no  doubt  of  its  being  i 
matter  of  fact,  add  therefore  cognizable 
by  the  jury.  In  eveir  possible  case  drcnni- 
stances  occur,  which  being  established  br 
depositions  and  affidavits,  lead  to  theknov- 
ledge  of  the  intention.  Why  then,  since  n 
know  it  only  from  evidence,  should  not  the 
jury  consider  it  as  a  part  of  their  province : 
Because,  forsooth,  there  can  be  no  pntf 
of  a  malicious  intention  but  the  venr  act 
of  composition  or  publication.  But  tins  it 
not  true.  There  may  be  other  prools; 
and  trere  there  none  else,  yet  wbetner  the 
very  libel  is  innocent  or  not.  Is  a  matttf 
of  (act.  It  depends  solely  on  the  opbiiis 
which  is  entertained  of  the  libel  by  the 
public.  What  passed  in  the  Roman  se- 
nate for  polite  raillery,  would  in  thk 
House  be  deemed  a  gross  aUfiront,  and  be 
perhaps  attended  with  bloodshed.  ^Vb£ 
Roman  virtue  called  Attic  dooueece, 
modem  honour  would  oonstme  rude  Bil- 
lingsgate. The  most  famous  harangues «' 
Cicero  or  Demosthenes  would  with  m  he 
termed  infamous  libels.  I  say  diey  wodd 
have  been  so  termed  some  time  ago.  Bd, 
to  confirm  my  argument,  they  would  nov 
pass  for  rational  political  disouisitions.  So 
changeable  is  the  nature  or  a  VM :  to 
much  does  it  assume  the  camdeoo,  arc 
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uit  its  coloar  to  the  complexion  of  the 
lines!  ID  short  its  libellous  qaality  is 
funded  entirely  on  popular  opinion, 
rhere  is  no  other  standard^  by  wnich  it 
an  be  measured  or  ascertained.  Who, 
lien,  so  proper  as  the  jieople  to  deter- 
mine the  point  i  They  are  allowed  to  be 
apable  of  ascertaming  the  application, 
(ut  how  is  this  possible,  if  they  do  not 
oderstand  the  blanks  and  irihnendoes,  and 
lie  general  meaning  and  tendency  of  the 
iece  ?  If  you  deny  the  one,  you  must 
eny  the  other.  Then  see  to  what  a  di- 
smna  you  will  be  reduced.  You  will  be 
bliged  to  confine  juries  to  the  single  fact 
i'  publication.  Would  it  not  be  better 
o  annihilate  them,  entirely,  than  to  leave 
hem  only  this  shadow  of  power  ?  Believe 
ne,  without  the  power  of  considering  the 
ntention  and  the  blanks  and  innuendoes, 
hey  will  become  mere  blanks  and  cyphers. 
A'hat  will  then  become  of  our  envied 
constitution?  This  ndain  prop  being  re- 
noved,  the  whole  fabric  will  tumble  to 
he  ground,  and  crush  us  under  its  m- 
^umbent  weight. 

Sir,  in  ail  our  legal  sjrstem  there  is 
lothing  that  can  boast  a  preference  to  the 
nstitution  of  juries.  The  plan  is  great, 
toble  and  comprehensive,  and  well  worthy 
\{  its  royal  rounder.  Judges  may  err; 
adges  may  be  corrupt.  Their  minds 
nay  be  warped  by  interest,  passion,  or 
prejudice.  But  a  jury  is  not  liable  to 
he  same  inconveniencies.  Twelve  men 
if  the  vicinage,  chosen  as  they  are,  can 
lave  no  bias,  no  motive  to  show  favour  or 
nalice  to  either  party.  They  must  judge 
s  the  fkct  strikes  them.  They  must  find 
i  verdict  agreeable  to  evidence  and  con- 
cience.  Ask  a  foreigner  what  are  his 
[leas  of  English  liberty.  He  will  tell 
'ou,  with  uplifted  hands  and  a  look  of  ad- 
airation,  that  it  consists  in  the  right, 
(rhich  every  Englishman  has,  of  being 
ried  by  his  equals.  No  part  of  our  poli- 
ical  system  has  been  a  more  frequent  or 
.  juster  subject  of  panegyric.  But  where 
3  the  propriety  of  any  panegyric,  if  they 
mly  try  the  most  insignificant  part  of  a 
lause,  and  leave  the  rest  to  the  judge,  to 
L  man,  who  is  not  their  equal?  This 
iranch  of  our  political  institutions  I  could 
Irish  to  be  immortal,  as  it  deserves.  It 
vould  therefore  give  me  pleasure  to  see 
he  line  drawn,  which  should  discriminate 
he  provinces  of  judge  and  jury.  This  is 
he  only  enquiry,  which  is  worthy  of  this 
tssembly ;  because  it  is  the  only  plan 
vhich  will  silence  the  present,  and  pre- 
sent future  clamours. 


Were  this 'scheme  adopted,  much  of 
the  present  ferment  would  immediately 
subside,  and  juries  would  spontaneously 
give  a  check  to  the  licentiousness  of  thd 
press  without  any  new  restrictions.  Not 
that  I  think  restrictions  in  any  case  ne- 
cessary. No,  I  am  far  from  adopting  the 
creed  of  my  honourable  friend,  or  ima* 
ginine  that,  if  we  were  less  learned,  we 
would  be  better  men.  I  hold,  on  th^ 
contrary,  that  the  liberty  of  the  press 
and  the  diffusion  of  learning,  are  abso* 
lutely  necessary  to  the  support  of  the 
constitution.  We  are  already  become  H 
luxurious  nation,  and  are  every  day  hast- 
ening to  a  dissolution  of  manners.  The 
powers  of  our  bodies,  if  not  of  our  minds, 
are  constantly  weakened.  Like  all  the 
preat  and  powerful  nations  that  ever  ex- 
isted, we  are  tending  towards  effeminacy. 
What  then  would  become  of  us  without 
the  press  ?  Not  to  speak  of  the  rational 
and  elegant  amusements  which  it  affords, 
we  owe  to  it  all  the  spirit  that  remains  in 
the  nation.  Were  an  mprimatur  clapped 
upon  it,  and  a  licenser  appointed,  we 
should  come  to  the  last  stage  of  barbarism. 
We  should  be  worse  than  Turks  and  in- 
fidels; the  setting  of  the  sun  of  science 
bein^  much  more  gloomy  and  dismal  than 
its  rising.  Let  us,  therefore,  guard  the 
liberty  of  the  press  as  watchfully  as  the 
dragon  did  the  Hesperian  fruit.  Next  to 
the  power  of  this  House  properly  exerted, 
and  to  the  lesal  authority  of  juries,  it  is 
the  best  palladium  of  the  constitution. 
Nay,  without  it,  I  fear  the  other  two  would 
prove  very  ineffectual.  Though  it  be 
sometimes  attended  with  inconveniencies, 
that  is  no  conclusive  argument  for  its  aboli- 
tion. If  it  were,  what  would  become  of 
the  greatest  blessings  of  society  ?  None 
of  them  come  pure  and  unmixed.  Reli- 
gion itself  b  apt  to  degenerate  into  en- 
thusiasm or  superstition.  Must  we  there- 
fore exterminate  Christianity  ?  God  for- 
bid !  Why,  then,  be  so  severe  on  the  li- 
berty of  the  press  ?  If  it  poisons  the  minds 
of  the  people,  it  likewise  administers  an 
antidote.  The  same  waggons,  the  same 
flys  and  stages  that  carry  down  hito  the 
country  the  lies  and  abuse,  of  faction, 
carry  down  also  the  lies  and  abuse  of  the 
ministry.  If  any  one  is  bit  by  the  taran- 
tula of  opposition,  he  is  cured  by  the 
music  of  tne  court. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Thurlow  : 

Sir;  it  has  been  urged,  that  th?s 
charge  not  being  specific,  does  not  amount 
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to  an  arraignment,  and  therefore  ought  to 
be  rejected.  But,  whatever  micht  hare 
been  its  original  complexion,  it  has  npw 
assumed  a  new  form,  and  bears  every 
Btamp  and  character  of  a  specific  charge 
or  arraignment.  Not  only  the  crimes,  but 
the  criminals,  have  been  specified.  The 
charge  has  been  brought  home  to  indivi- 
duals, and  every  culprit  is  marked  out  for 
public  obloquy,  for  the  finger  of  scandal 
to  point  at.  What  more  is  wanting  ?  No- 
thing, but  that  the  accusers  should  pledge 
themselves,  or  should  at  least  be  bound 
over,  to  prove  their  charge  well-grounded. 
In  my  opinion  no  man  should,  be  allowed 
with  impunity  to  make  a  wanton  attack 
upon  such  venerable  characters  as  the 
jndges  of  the  land.  We  award  costs  and 
clamages  to  the  aggrieved  party  in  the 
most  trifling  actions.  By  what  analogy 
then  can  we  refuse  the  same  justice  in  tne 
most  important  cases  to  tne  most  im- 
portant personages?  If  we  allow  every 
pitiful  patriot  thus  to  insult  us  with  ridi- 
culous accusations,  without  making  him 
pay  forfeit  for  his  temerity,  we  shall  be 
eternally  pestered  with  the  humming  and 
buzzing  of  these  stingless  wasps.  Though 
they  cannot  wound  or  poison,  they  will 
teaze  and  vex.  They  will  divert  our  at- 
tention from  the  important  affairs  of  state 
to  their  own  mean  antipathies,  and  pas- 
sions, and  prejudices.  Did  they  not  count 
upon  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  imagine 
that  the  same  latitude  which  is  taken  by 
the  libellers  is  here  allowable,  they  would 
not  have  dared  to  ofler  so  gross  an  out- 
rage. I  hope  we  shall  now  handle  them 
so  roughly  as  to  make  this  the  last  of  such 
audacious  attenapts.  They  are  already 
ridiculous  and  contemptible.  To  crown 
their  dbgrace,  let  us  inflict  some  exem- 
plary punishment.  Else  none  of  us  is  safe. 
Virtue  and  honour,  you  see  from  this  in- 
stance, are  no  safeguard  from  their  attacks. 
Sir,  it  is  in  vain  that  the  last  speaker  has 
endeavoured  to*  give  a  plausible  appear- 
ance Xo  the  enquiry  by  pljicing  it  on  a 
new  footing.  However  ingeniously  ima- 
gined or  elegantly  expressed  his  proposi- 
tions might  be,  the  new  post  is  almost  as 
untenable  as  the  old  one.  For  what  does 
it  avail  to  say,  that,  as  long«^s  matters 
continue  in  their  present  situation,  there 
will  be  an  eternal  struggle  for  superiority 
between  the  judge  and  the  jury  ?  Matters 
will  not,  cannot,  long  remain  in  their  pre- 
sent situation.  They  will  soon  return  to 
their  old  channel,  if  we  act  with  firmness, 
and  support  t^  law,  uid  the  judges.    I 
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say,  if  we  support  the  lav.   For,  notwith- 
standing all  that  has  been  said  to  prove  the 
intention  a  matter  of  fact  and  not  of  law,  I 
do  not  see  that  it  belongs  the  lea  for  tlm 
reason  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  judge. 
The  nature,  the  direct  effect,  and  the  re- 
mote consequences  of  a  state  libel,  aieso 
complicated  and  involved  with  various  m- 
siderations  of  great  pith  and  moment,  ibt 
few  juries  can  be  adequate  judges.  So 
many  circumstances  are  at  once  to  be  kept 
in  view,  so  many  ponderous  mterests  an 
to  be  weighed,  so  many  comparisons  to  be 
made,  and  so  many  judgments  formed, 
that  the  mind  of  an  ordinary  man  is  de- 
tracted and  confounded,  and  rendered  in- 
capable of  coming  to  any  regular  coods- 
sion.     None  but  a  judge,  a  man  that  hai 
from  his  infancy  been  accustomed  to  de- 
cide intricate  cases,  is  equal  tosuchadii- 
cult  task.    If  we  even  suppose  the  ja^ 
sufficiently  enlightened  to  unravel  those 
knotty  pomts,  yet  there  remains  an  m- 
perable  objection.  In  state  libels  their  p£- 
sions  are  frequently  so  much  engaged,  that 
they  may  be  justly  considered  as  partie* 
concerned  against  the  crown.    No  justice 
can,  therefore,  be  expected  from  theoia 
these  cases;  and  it  was  with  reason  thatkrd 
Hardwicke  said  they  were  not  to  be  tnmed. 
I  wish  this  truth  may  not  of  late  havebeea 
too  much  felt,  and  given  us  some  room  u 
suspect,  that  if  judges  may  err,  and  be 
corrupted,  juries  may  likewise  err  and  be 
swayed  by  their  own  interest;  and  that  if 
they  do  judge  as  the  fact  strikes  them,  i^ 
sometimes  strikes  them  wrong. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  preserve  the  hir 
lance  of  our  constitution,  let  us  leave  to  ibe 
judges,  as  the  most  indifferent  persons, tbe 
right  of  determining  the  malice  or  inno- 
cence of  the  intention.  Our  forefsthen 
did  not  yield  to  us  in  wisdom,  and  yetther 
left  this  branch  of  die  law  as  they  foQs«i 
it  at  the  Revolution ;  the  time,  in  which  thf 
flame  of  liberty  burnt  the  strongest  isi 
brightest.  Let  us  imitate  their  pnideoce: 
we  shall  only  spoH  the  constitution  bj  on: 
tampering. 

It  is  not  that  I  think  the  intentift  i 
matter  of  fact ;  no,  in  the  sense  put  up 
it  by  the  judges  it  is  a  matter  of  l^v. 
What  they  meant  ^iras,  that  the  judgacti 
to  be  passed  upon  the  intentioa  vssi 
matter  of  law,  and  therefore  compete^' 
only  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  judge.  But 
whether  it  is  a^matter  of  law  or  fact  is  d^ 
of  any  consequence.  Methioks  I  1^^ 
shown  that  in  either  case  it  ought  to  bc^* 
to  the  judge. 
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Much  dust  has  been  raised  about  civil 
nd  criminal  actions.  But  to  what  pur- 
pose ?  Is  not  reparation  to  be  made  to  the 
tublic  for  any  injury  which  it  may  have 
ustained,  as  much  as  to  an  individual  ?  Is 
he  welfare  of  the  nation  in  general  of  less 
onsequence  than  that  of  a  single  person  ? 
Vhere  then  is  the  propriety  of  making 
uch  a  bustle  about  the  malice  or  inno- 
ence  of  the  intention  ?  the  injury  done  is 
he  only  proper  measure  of  the  punishment 
3  be  inflicted,  as  well  as  of  the  damage  to 
e  assessed.  Since  you  cannot  plead  the 
itention  as  a  mitigation  in  the  latter  case> 
either  can  you  in  the  former.  Hence 
lolt,  Raymond,  and  their  successors, 
idged  not  only  according  to  law  and 
reced^nt,  but  according  to  reason  and 
istice. 

Colonel  Barr^.* 

Sir ;  being  no  lawyer,  I  cannot  pre- 
end  to  handle  this  question  so  learnedly 
r  scientifically  as  some  gentlemen  who 
ave  spoke  before  me.  Iitdeed  some  may 
magine  that  I  am  hardly  qualified  to 
udge  of  it,  and  much  less  to  direct  the 
udgment  of  others.  But  it  does  not  ap- 
lear  to  me  so  abstruse  or  difficult  as  to  be 
eyond  the  reach  of  any  man,  who  has  had 
he  benefit  of  a  liberal  education.  At 
?ast  I  am  sure  that  he  who  has  the  gift 
f  utterance,  and  yet  cannot  advance 
^mething  pertinent  on  this  subject,  is  not 

very  proper  member  of  this  House. 
Jot  that  I  pretend  or  propose  to  take  the 
read  out  of  any  lawyers  mouth  by  at- 
Mnptin^  to  determine  the  legality  or  ille- 
altty  of  the  arraigned  doctrines.  No,  Sir, 
am  aware  of  making  any  such  unconsti- 
itional  encroachments,  lest  they  should 
ome  in  their  long  gowns,  and  bands  and 
igs,  and  shaven  crowns,  to  teach  me  how 
»  encamp,  to  draw  up  an  army,  or  storm 

breach.  No  such  preposterous  idea 
/er  entered  my  head.  Far  from  intend- 
ig  to  injure  the  profession,  I  mean  to  do 
honour.  I  mean  to  persuade  the  House 
>  pay  so  much  deference  to  the  divided 
pinions  of  the  long  robe,  as  to  make 
lem  a-  foundation  for  the  proposed  en- 
jiry. 

We  have  now  been  nine  long  hours  en- 
iged  in  the  discussion  of  this  Question. 
Te  have  heard  many  iong  and  elaborate 
irangues.  The  most  learned,  the  most 
ligent,  and  the  most  able  lawyers  have, 
ter  much  study  and  preparation,  laid  he- 
re us  the  result  of  their  enquiries ;  and 
it  they  have  not  been  able  to  bring  over 


to  their  opinion  as  learned,  as  diligent,  and 
as  able  lawyers,  who  espouse  opposite  sen- 
timents. What  inference  ought  we  to 
draw  from  this  circumstance  ?  Upon  sup« 
position  that  the  disinterestedness  of  the 
parties  is  pretty  equally  balanced,  and  that 
in  point  of  integrity  and  patriotism  the 
one  has  no  great  reason  to  triumph  over 
the  other,  we  (lu^ht  to  conclude,  that  the 
present  question  is  a  matter  of  great  intri- 
cacy and  deep  research,  and  that,  in  order 
to  come  to  any  just  decision,  more  time 
an  ^  application  is  required,  than  any  of  us 
has  been  yet  able  to  bestow. 

Even  the  judges,  who  most  strongly 
countenance  the  present  doctrine  of  state 
libels,  do  not  seem  to  have  been  very  con- 
sistent in  their  train  of  reasoning,  or  to 
have  adhered  to  it  with  much  punctuality* 
Some  circumstances  of  their  conduct,  in» 
dicate  that  they  now  and  then  forgot  their 
refinements,  and  deviated  into  the  plafal 
road  of  common  sense.  When  they 
thought  it  would  answer  the  purposes  of 
government,  whose  cause  they  generaDv 
espoused,  they  allowed  exculpatory  evi* 
dence  to  be  offered  to  the  jury,  as  an 
allevation  of  any  criminal  intent  in  the 
publication ;,  a  clear  proof  that  they  were 
more  swayed  by  convenience  than  by  the 
principles  of  law  in  those  cases  in  which 
they  confined  the  Jury  only  to  the  publica-* 
tion  and  application.  Had  this  docrine 
been  the  known  and  established  law  of 
the  land,  the  practice  would  not  have  beea 
so  repugnant  to  the  theory.  Particular 
instances  would  not  have  clashed  so  much 
with  general  principles,  as  to  make  us  sus- 
pect that  the  judges  thought  the  matter 
depended  wholly  on  their  discretion,  and 
that  they  might  or  might  not  leave  the  in- 
tention to  the  jury. 

When  matters  are  thus  circumstanced, 
when  the  principles  and  practice  of  an- 
tiquity seem  doubtful  and  uncertain,  when 
livine  lawyers  are  disagreed,  when  the 
people,  as  well  as  we,  are  divided  in  our 
sentiments,  shall  we  not  enquire' into  the 
cause  of  these  doubts  and  uncertainties  ? 
Shall  we  not  trace  out  the  source  of  these 
disagreements  and  divisions?  Surely  the 
quiet  and  satisfaction  of  the  people  must 
be  deemed  very  light  and  trivial  matters  by 
those,  who  advise  us  not  to  take  this  step. 
Nor  can  they  have  much  reverence  for 
themselves;  for  no  ingenuous  mind  can 
be  at  p^ce  with  itself,  whUe  a  question  of 
such  magnitude  and  importance  remains 
undecided.  View,  I  pray  you,  the  fer« 
ment,  which  has  worked  up  to  such  e 
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height  in  the  natioo,  and  cootider  what  an 
addition  of  strength  and  violence  it  must 
receive  from  such  an  ungracious  and  im- 
pohtic  act»  and  drop  the  idea  of  throwing 
out  the  motion.  Is  not  the  multitude  suffi- 
dentl J  exasperated  akead j  against  the 
courts  of  justice?  Is  not  their  jealousy 
aufliciently  roused  by  considering  that 
they  are  blest,  or  rather  curst,  with  a  poli- 
tical judge?  And  ought  not  you  to  go  band 
In  hand  with  them  in  their  suspicions'? 
Our  forefathers  were  alarmed,  when  they 
found  even  members  of  this  House  closet- 
ed, by  our  deliverer,  by  the  immortal 
king  William.  They  could  not  think  their 
laws  and  libertiessecure.  How  much  ought 
we  more  to  stand  upon  our  guard,  when 
the  Chief  Justice  of  England  is  closeted  ? 
We  know  that  dishonourable  offers  {were 
•made  to  one  judge.  How  can  we  be  cer- 
tain that  another  will  not  be  tried  with 
the  same  temptation?  Once  indeed  the 
tempter  provc^l  unsuccessful.  But  wUl 
that  always  be  the  case?  Walpole,  who  had 
some  knowledge  of  our  courtiers,  said,  that 
every  man  had  his  price.  This  I  will  not 
vouch  as  a  truth ;  but  one  thmg  I  will  aver, 
Every  man  is  not  a  Yates. 

Mr.  Cakraft : 

• 

Sir ;  I  have  this  night  heard  many 
and  heavy  charges  brought  against  the 
judges ;  and  whatever  the  sentiments  of 
other  gentlemen  may  be,  it  is  my  firm  opi- 
nion that  they  ought  to  impel  us  to  an  en- 
quiry. For  what  does  it  signify  to  have 
proved  that  the  arraigned  doctrines  are 
eonformable  to  precedent,  since  they  have 
not  been  proved  conformable  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution  ?  Indeed  the 
gendeman  who  spoke  last  but  one,  made 
an  attempt  to  reconcile  them  to  the  gene- 
i:al  principles  of  law  and  jurisprudence. 
But  was  he  successful  ?  I  think  every  un- 
furejudiced  man  must  answer  in  the  nega- 
tive. His  arguments  were  too  fiir-fetched, 
as  well  as  feeble,  to  produce  the  intended 
effect.  Hie  fabric  raised  by  the  abettors 
of  the  motion,  is  too  firm  and  solid  to  be 
blown  away  by  the  breath  of  sophistry. 
Being  founded  on  a  rock  it  will  laugh  at 
all  the  ouirks  and  quiddities  of  the  long 
robe.  Of  this  truth  I  have  so  strong  a 
conviction  on  my  own  mind  that  I  shall 
not  pretend  to  give  it  any  additional 
strenffth.  The  learned  seijeant,  and  those 
^o  roUowed  his  steps,  have  left  it  in  such 
a  state  that  I  should  think  your  time,  as 
well  as  my  own,  mis-spent  in  giving  it  any 
more  of  the  hammer  and  chissel. 


My  view  in  rising,  isof  sdiffcrentiui. 
ture.  1  stand  up  in  order  to  morejoa  to 
the  enquiry,  by  recalling  to  jour  roinds  a 
misdemeanour  of  the  judges,  which  has 
escaped  your  notice  during  the  whole  de- 
bate. Aimon's  guilt  in  publtthiog  Ju. 
nius's  letter  was  merely  nominsL  He  vas 
in  the  country  when  the  obnoxious  letter 
came  to  his  shop.  He  had  oo  pre^iou* 
knowledge  of  the  afikir.  His  semot, 
without  his  consent,  sold,  in  the  comnun 
course  of  trade,  a  certain  number  of  tbem. 
When  he  returned  to  town,  he  stopped 
the  sale,  and  complained  of  the  libem 
taken  with  his  name  on  the  title  page  k 
the  pamphlet,  and  sent  back  the  remaio' 
ing  copies.  All  these  exculpatorr  cii- 
cumstances  are  attested  upon  oath  bj  him- 
self, by  Miller,  by  his  servant,  sod  br  u- 
veral  other  creditable  witnesKt.  V^lst 
clearer  or  stronger  proo&  of  innoceDoe 
can  be  desired  ?  I  protest  myself  bopi- 
ble  of  conceiving  an  idea  of  more  cootbkp 
ine  evidence. 

xet,  notwithstanding  all  theie  grwaidi 
for  lenity  and  mercy,  if  not  for  s  total  r- 
lease  and  acquittal,  the  devoted  boskadkr 
became  a  sacrifice  in  the  clutches  of  k*. 
He  was  fined  ten  marks,  and  obliged  to 
find  security  for  his  good  behavioQr  auriB^ 
the  space  of  two  long  years.  If  by  a&f  ic- 
cident  he  should  take  a  fidse  step,  he  for- 
feits eight  hundred  pounds ;  since  the  hjlf 
which  is  to  be  levied  on  his  twoaeconbe^ 
must  fall  upon  him  in  the  end. 

Now,  what  is  this,  I  ask  you,  hot  shit- 
ting up  the  man's  shop  ?  If  he  keepsit 
open,  some  magazine,  containing  an  ob- 
noxious letter,  mav,  in  the  course  of  trak 
be  taken  in  by  his  servant;  sad  he,  in 
consequence  of  an  inforraatioD  lod^ 
perhaps  by  the  very  messenger  of  the 
press  b^  whose  contrivance  the  libel  en- 
tered his  house,  summened  to  appear  b^ 
fore  the  Kin^s-bench  to  receive  sesteooe 
of  condemnation.  What  can  be  more  Ibh 
quitous?  Af^er  the  rigorous  puDishoetf 
which  has  been  inflicted,  the  wiseatpiia 
that  he  can  adopt  is,  to  renounce  buaKs. 
It  is  well  if  he  can  m  two  ycais  make 
eight  hundred  pounds  of  clear  gaia.  ^Vba 
then  will  become  of  him,  if  insvearor 
two,  or  perhaps  in  a  few  montos  ^ 
should  be  caught  tripping  ?  If  «e  cob" 
sider  the  present  state  of  the  pnfii»  ^ 
supposition  is  far  firom  bang  io^ 
baole.  The  most  cautious  and  vtf- 
meaning  man  may  trespass,  aiooe  tbe 
mere  act,  and  not  the  intention,  is  to  be 
the  standard  of  crimioality.     Shall  *t 
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hen  let  this  act  of  oppression  pass  without 
nquiry?  Shall  we  allow  the  spirit  and 
2tter  of  our  laws,  which  saj,  that  no  sub- 
set shall  be  fined  to  his  undoing,  to  be 
bus  flj^rantljr  violated?  If  we  do,  we 
ave  forgot  thie  ends  of  our  institution,  the 
edress  of  wrongs,  and  the  protection  of 
be  people. 

Mr.  FUzpairidc  : 

Sir ;  the  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
»ut  one,  sensible  ^at  the  original  charges 
wrought  against  (.he  judges  were  entirdy 
adefensible,  adopted  a  new  plan,  and  ac* 
used  one  of  them  of  being  a  politician. 
\\it  has  he  proved  this  charge  r  J(Ias  he 
;iven  one  instance,  in  which  selfish  motives 
wayed  the  conduct  of  the  arraigned  per- 
onage?  No:  he  has  made  no  such  at- 
empt.  Shall  we  then  credit  his  mere  as- 
ertion,  or  rather  insinuation  ?  lean  hard- 
^  imagine  that  even  his  overweening  con- 
eit  wiU  expect  such  implicit  faith  from  us. 
le  would  not  reduce  us  to  the  humble 
ervility  of  Aristotle's  disciples,  wjio  in 
very  dispute,  thought  every  antagonist 
lifficiently  confuted  by  the  cant  praise, 
uto$  cBpha, 

If,  by  chaining  any  judge  with  being  a 
olitician,  he  means,  that  for  reasons  of 
tate  that  judge  supports  government  and 
[le  King's  ministers,  I  say,  that  instead  of 
eing  culpable,  he  is  laudable*    For  what, 

beseech  you,  was  the  desien  of  appoint- 
ig  judges  I  In  order  to  administer  justice, 
nd  preserve  the  law  inviolable.  But  how 
an  this  purpose  be  effected  if  government 
e  despisfsd  and  trampled  under  foot  by  a 
centious  rabble  I  Believe  me,  the  judi- 
ial  and  executive  powers,  though  distinct, 
lust  occasionally  give  mutual  assistance, 
be  both  will  be  overturned.  Hence,  ex- 
ept  in  extraordinary  emergencies,  when 
le  constitution  is  in  imminent  danger 
om  the  violence  of  the  crown,  it  is  the 
art  of  the  judses  to  support  government, 
[ay,  I  have  sdways  considered  them  as  a 
irt  of  government ;  and  I  believe  every 
>ber  man  entertains  the  same  opinion. 
fhf  then  all  these  aspersions  upon  th^ 
iaracter  of  a  no^le  lord  i  Has  he  in  any 
ise  violated  the  law  in  favour  of  the 
-own?  The  contrary  has  beep  demon- 
rated.  Does  he  enjoy  any  pensions,  any 
necures,  any  reversions,  as  premiums  for 
is  partiality  ?  Has  any  o^  his  legal  deci- 
ons  been  censured  in  this  House  ?  Not 
lit  those  of  a  noble  lord,  who  is  the  con- 
ant  theme  of  patriotic' eulogy,  have  been 
ondemned.  Thia  Uous»  baa  resolv^i 
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that  privil^e  of  parliament  does  not  ex- 
tend to  the  crime  of  writing  and  publish- 
ing 13>els.  But  a  chief  justice  held  a  con- 
trary doctrine.  Yet  this  man  haS  a  pen- 
sion, a  sinecure,  and  a  reversion.  Credite 
posteri !  One  would  think  that  it  is  the 
spirit  of  modern  patriotism  to  confound 
the  nature  of  right  and  wrons.  One  judge 
it  prosecutes  for  having  all  his  life  adhered 
to  law  and  the  constitution.  Another  it 
loads  with  riches  and  honours  for  havine 
sapped  the  foundations  pf  morality,  and 
the  very  bulwark  of  socieQr. 

Ashamed,  I  suppose,  pf  this  and  the 
other  strange  charges,  at  which  we  have 
all  laughed  this  night,  the  last  speaker  has 
offerea  fi  new  argument  for  the  enquiry. 
He  tells  you,  that  the  King's-bench  has 
absolutely  ruined  a  poor  innocent  book- 
seller, by  shutting  his  shop*  But  how 
have  they  ruined  .him?  By  imposing  a 
fine  of  ten  marks  for  republishing  an  atro- 
cious libel!  How  cruel!  How  unmerciful ! 
But  so  it  is ;  this  is  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  ruined  him!  Well;  but  how 
have  they  shut  his  shop  ?  Why,  truly,  by 
subjectine'him  to  a  penalty,  if  he  sells  any 
more  libds  during  toe  space  of  two  years! 
What  then  1  You  will  say,  did  he  sell  no- 
thing but  libels,  that  he  and  his  friends 
complain  thus  of  his  shop's  being  shut  up  ? 
Yes,  Uiat  b  the  truth  of  the  matter;  tlua 
innocent  man  lived,  moved,  and  had  hb 
being  by  the  sale  of  infamous  libels,  scur- 
rilous pamphlets,  and  barbarous  news- 
pq»er8,  freouently  manufactured  by  his 
own  hands,  but  oftener  patched  together 
by  some  patriotic  plagiary.  Precluded  for 
two  years  from  abusing  the  government, 
traducing  the  greatest  and  best  men  in 
the  nation,  he  deems  hb  trade  gone ;  and 
hb  friends  in  thb  House  think  it  hard  to 
be  kept  so  long  from  scrambling  for  the 
loaves  and  fisb^.  *  Hincillae  lachrymse !' 
Who  does  not  pity  their  dbtress !  I  own 
1  am  touched  with  the  sad  reverse  of  for- 
tune, which  they  have  experienced;  but  I 
am  still  more  anected  witn  the  fate  of  the 
bookseller.  I  wish  two  affidavits  had  been 
published  with  the  rest  of  the  trial.  We 
should,  I  dare  say,  discover  no  marks  of 
equivocation.  The  characters  of  their 
authors  are  a  sufficientsecuritv  against  all 
iugglin^  and  prevarication.  The  one  b  a 
V^tminster  patriot  and  remonstrant ;  the 
other  b  a  devotee  and  a  methodbt.  I 
niust  however  confess,  that  1  am  sta^er^ 
by  one  circumstance.  If  the  culprit  was 
so  very  innocent,  as  b  pretended,  why  did 
not  these  affidavit-men  appear  in  court  te 
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be  cross-examined  and  confronted  ?  Re- 
member the  fate  of  the  Bostonian  affi- 
davits. Nothing  could  be  more  strong 
and  explicit.  Yet  in  a  court  of  justice 
they  turned  out  to  be  no  more  authentic^ 
than  the  testimonies  of  Home  and  his 
compurgators.  What  reason  have  we  to 
put  more  confidence  in  a  couple  of  book* 
sellers,  who  live  by  vending  daily  scandal 
and  falshood  ?  A  jury  is  more  to  be  trust- 
ed than  affidavits.  A  jury  found  the  cul- 
prit guilty.  He  was  therefore  justly  pu- 
nished* The  judge,  if  culpable  in  any 
shape,  is  only  culpable  for  showing  too 
much  lenity  and  mercy  to  a  man,  who  of 
all  these,  that  have  not  yet  lost  their  ears 
in  the  pillory,  deserves  the  severest  chas- 
tisements; a  man,  who  being  set  up  by 
faction,  has  betrayed  that  very  faction, 
and  proved  that  he  is  ready  to  expose 
0very  thing  to  sale.  Thus  have  I  answer- 
ed, I  hope  to  your  satisfaction,  every  thing 
like  a  new  argument,  that  was  advanced 
by  the  two  last  spealkers.  All  the  other  ( 
charges  were  fully  confuted  by  those  who 
went  before  me,  and  now  there  remains 
not  the  shadow  of  an  objection  against  the 
conduct  of  the  judges ;  why  then  should 
we  enquire  ?  Had  there  been  any  other 
grounds  of  accusation,  the  patriots  would 
not  have  failed  to  take  advantage  6f  them. 
They  have  throughout  this  debate  shown 
the  will,  but  not  the  ability,  to  injure. 
And  now  I  think  it  must  be  evident  to  all, 
that  this  motion  had  its  origin  in  low 
malice  and  selfish  views.  However  doubt- 
ful some  of  us  might  have  been  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  night,  nothing  but  invin- 
cible obstinacy  and  inveterate  rancour  can 
now  prevent  every  one  from  putting  his 
negative  on  the  question. 

Mr.  George  Ondow  : 

Sir;  I  look  upon  it  as  a  great  ac- 
cession of  strength  to  any  man,  who  brings 
a  charge  against  another,  to  be  bimsdf 
free  from  reproach ;  and  it  is  with  justice 
Cicero  says,  that  none  can  be  an  orator 
lint  a  man  of  probity ;  a  virtuous  life  being 
often  more  persuasive  than  an  eloquent 
tongue.  What  then  shall  we  say  to  the 
Jeamed  seijeant,  who  introduced  this  mo- 
tion ?  Tried  by  this  rule,  he  will  not,  I 
fear,  stand  the  test.  The  course  of  this 
4ebate  must  have  convinced  the  greatest 
prejudice  and  obstinacy,  that  he  was  either 
gnorant  of  the  state  of  the  law  in  cases  of 
libels,  or  that  he  acted  maliciously  in  ar- 
raigning the  ludges.  For  it  has  now  been 
demonstrated  as  far  as  a  thing  of  suph  a 
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nature  admits  of  demonstration,  that  thi 
objects  of  his  envy  have  adhered  to  lair 
and  precedent.  But  it  is  not  in  this  point 
alone  that  he  is  vulnerable.  I  hate  dov 
in  my  hand  a  paper,  which  protes  him  i 
mucn  greater  cnminal  than  any  <€  the 
judces,  even  if  his  allegaticAis  were  SBtroe 
as  they  are  false.  He  and  his'friendshive 
quoted  many  cases  of  libek.  It  is  dov  my 
turn  to  quote;  and  I  will  quote  a  caie, 
which  he  will,  I  dare  say,  allow  to  be  tbe 
case  in  point  It  is  the  caseofseijeaot 
Glynn.  Here  is  a  letter,  which  I  am  told 
was  penned  by  him.  If  it  is  not,  the  pub- 
lisher has  done  him  injustice ;  for  he  ha 
had  the  impudence  to  set  his  name  to  it  a 
full  length.  But  I  believe  that  the  learned 
Serjeant  has  sustained  no  injury,  and  tint 
it  is  a  real  copy  of  a  paper  ngaed  bj  tin 
patriot.  Nor  do  I  think  it  woukl  be  bb- 
possible  to  trace  it  up  from  the  piiistei'i 
dev3  to  the  printer,  from  the  printer  to 
the  publisher,  and  from  the  publisher  to 
the  learned  serjeant  Glynn.  Nay,  I  ca 
prove — No,  let  me  hold, — I  believe  it  idij 
be  proved  that  he  is  tfre  aothor.  If  he  is, 
1  must  say  that  he  is  highly  crimioal;  for 
the  letter  is  a  false,  scandalous,  and  trei- 
sonable  libel.  Who  says  No,  no  P 1  ttj^ 
Yes,  yes:  and  I  have  been  told  so  bj  a 
able  a  lawyer  as  any  man  in  this  House. 
Nor  is  my  opinion  to  be  altered  by  wmbt 
nods,  ana  eroans.  I  hope  the  learned  ler- 
jeant  will  find  it  consistent  with  his  hooo&r 
and  veracity,  to  disavow  this  paper.  If  be 
does  not,  I  will  conclude,  that  inateid  ^ 
arraigning  others,  he  ought  to  corneas 
culprit  before  this  House^ 

Serjeant  Gl^nn : 

Sir;  as  the  boo.  gentlemaa,  v^ 
spoke  last,  has  complimented  me  with  ^ 
title  of  the  learned  serjeant,  I  hope  he  vS 
allow  me  to  return  the  favour  oy  dD^ 
him  my  learned  friend ;  as  he  has  beeo » 
very  forward  in  'distinguishing  me  ^ 
marks  of  his  friendship.  Themattierii 
which  he  has  now  acquitted  himself,  cc- 
vinces  me,  that  common  reoort  has  doBS 
no  injury  to  his  character.  His  tendeneai 
upon  me  shows,  that  fame  is  not  alvaji 
a  liar,  but  that  she  sonaetimes  gives  us  a 
amiable  a  picture  of  men  aa  they  desen& 
He  asks  me  whether  I  did  or  did  oa 
write  the  letter,  which  he  coodeoins?  Ba: 
I  will  answer  no  qoestians.  For  vbt 
should  I  ?  He  says  that  he  can  prove  ae 
to  be  the  author.  Let  him  porform  ^ 
promise,  let  that  previous  act  take  pbost 
and  then  we  shall  see  what  apology  orjoi- 
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ificalion  I  will  produce.  Till  this  b  done 
latters  must  remain  on  their  present  foot- 
igy  and  I  must,  according  to  the  laws  of 
England,  be  deemed  innocent,  till  I  am 
roved  guilty. 

Mr.  George  Onskfon : 

Sir ;  I  must  observe  to  the  learned 
eneanty  that  common  report  among  the 
(lii-of-Rights-men  is  one  tning,  and  com- 
lon  report  among  the  rest  of  the  nation  is 
notber.  That  wretched  junto,  with  their 
liserable  faction,  call  their  own  scandal 
nd  defamation  the  voice  of  the  people : 
*ut  I  dare  say  this  ^jght  will  convmce 
hem  of  their  error.  The  public  will  pay 
s  little  attention  to  the  aspersions,  which 
hey  cast  on  my  character,  as  they  will  to 
he  charges,  which  they  bring  against  the 
udges.  I  think  it  an  honour  to  be  in- 
olved  in  the  same  fate  with  such  illus- 
rious  personages.  Had  I  escaped  their 
iotice,  I  should  have  suspected  that  I  was 
eally  as  worthless  a  person  as  they  repre- 
ent  me,  and  that  I  ought  to  be  a  member 
f  the  society  at  the  London-tavern.  The 
earned  serjeant  says,  that  I  offered  to 
rove  him  the  author  of  this  treasonable 
bel.  But  I  did  not*  I  checked  my 
>ngue,  when  it  was  going  to  utter  that 
roposition ;  because  I  know  that  le^al 
viaence  cannot  always  Be  given  for  the 
lost  certain  truths.  Of  this  nature  I 
ike  this  libel  to  be.  I  believe  no  man  in 
lis  House  doubts  that  it  is  the  work  of 
le  Serjeant,  yet  few  of  us  can  give  a  sa- 
sfactory  proof  of  it  in  a  court  of  justice, 
thought  that  the  Serjeant  being  a  patriot, 
rould  have  the  honour  and  integrity  to 
cknowledge  or  disclaim  it.  But  I  find 
lyself  mistaken,  I  counted  without  my 
ost.  The  Serjeant  is  not  even  so  honest 
s  1  supposed — [Here he  was  interrupted.^ 

Mr.  Hotham  : 

Sir ;  I  beg  that  if  the  hon.  gentle- 
lan  has  any  thing  to  propose  to  the 
louse,  on  this  subject,  he  will  chuse  some 
ther  time  for  its  discussion.  As  it  is  now 
:>  late,  it  is  enough  if  we  bring  the  pre- 
»nt  question  to  a  conclusion. 
The  House  then  divided.  The  Yeas 
ent  forth. 

Tellers. 

v»A»  f  Captain  PhipM    -    -    -1    wc 
^^'^^  JMr.AlclennanTowMendJ   ^^ 

N-  {Sr!  r;j :  :  : :}  ^^ 

Sp  it  passed  in  ihe  negative. 


Debate  in  the  Lords  on  ihe  Earl  of 
Chatham*s  Motion  declaring  ihe  Capacity 
to  be  chosen  a,  Member  of  Parliament  an 
inherent  Right  of  the  SMect.*']  Decem- 
ber 5.  The  Earl  of  Chatham  moved 
**  That  the  Capacity  to  be  chosen  a  Bepre- 
sentative  of  the  Commons  in  Parliament, 
being  under  known  restrictions  and  limita-* 
tlons  of  law,  an  original  inherent  Right  of 
the  Subject,  may  be  cognizable  in  a  court 
of  law,  and  is  a  matter  wherein  the  juris- 
diction  of  the  House  of  Commons  (though 
unappealable  as  to  the  seat  of  theip  mem* 
ber)  is  not'  final  or  conclusive."  His  lord- 
ship's first  speech,  which  lasted  two  hours, 
was  extremely  dispassionate,  sensible,  and 
much  to  the  point  in  question.  He  en^ 
lareed  greatly  upon  the  Middlesex  election, 
and  urged  the  necessity  of  dissolving  the 
parliament,  which  he  aeclared,  by  seating 
colonel  Luttrell  and  rendering  Mr.  Wilkes 
incapable  of  being  elected,  had  infringed 
the  rights  of  the  electors,  and  that  an 
action  in  a  court  of  law  would  certainly  lie 
against  the  House.  After  displaying  great 
eloquence,  with  the  most  admirable  can- 
dour and  gentleness,  he  made  a  digressioa 
upon  the  modem  manner  of  directing  « 
jury  from  the  bench,  and  giving  judgment 
upon  prosecutions  for  libels. 

liOrd  Man^ld: 

My  lords ;  the  opinion  of  this  House 
has  been  so  repeatedly  and  so  fully  taken 
on  the  business  of  the  Middlesex  election, 
that  it  is  utterly  needless  for  me  to  make 
any  answer  to  what  the  noble  lord  has  now 
been  pleased  to  urge  upon  the  subject;  I 
therefore  rise  only  to  correct  the  mistakes 
with  respect  to  his  charges  against  me  in 
a  judicial  character — charges  quite  remote 
firom  the  purport  of  his  motion,  and  intro- 
duced merely  as  a  fresh  tub  to  amuse  the 
wretched  whale  of  popularity. 

It  is  extremely  painful,  my  lords,  where 
a  man  is  publicly  attacked,  not  onl^  to 
have  prejudice  to  contend  with,  but  igno- 
rance ;  I  say  ignorance,  because  high^  as 
I  respect  the  abilities  of  my  accuser  in 
other  matters,  this  is  a  point  upon  which 
he  is  entirely  destitute  of  information— 
indeed  so  destitute,  that  were  1  not  appre- 
hensive my  silence  might  be  liable  to  mis- 
construction, I  should  not  have  distinguish- 
ed him  with  the  attention  of  a  reply.  ,The 
noble  lord  is  pleased  to  say,  that  the  con- 
stitution of  this  country  has  not  only  been 
wounded  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 

*  From  the  London  Magizint. 
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material  right  oJT  election,  but  in  the  court 
of  King's-bench  by  the  immediate  dispens- 
of  the  law.    His  lordahip  tells  the 
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House^  that  doctrines  no  less  new,  than 
dangerous  in  their  nature,  have  beeo  incul- 
cated in  diis  court,  and  that  particularly 
in  a  charge  which  I  delivered  to  the  jury 
on  Mr.  Woodfall's  trial,  my  directions  were 
contrary  to  law,  repugnant  to  practice,  a^d 
injurious  to  the  dearest  liberties  of  the  peo- 
i))e.  This  is  an  alarming  picture,  my  lords, 
It  is  drawn  with  great  parade,  and  coloured 
to  afiect  the  passions  amazingly.  Unhap- 
pily, however,  for  the  painter,  it  wants  the 
essential  circumstance  of  truth  in  thedesign. 
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all  the  naval  gtories  of  the  but  wtr.  Yet, 
lord  Anson^  according  to  hh  account, 
was  so  obnoxious  to  the  millioD,  thu  mjr 
accuser  thanks  God  he  had  fottitode 
enoui^h  to  place  him  at  the  head  of  the 
Adnuralty,  m  ^ite  of  aQ  the  popuhrda* 
mours  raised  against  him ;  in  £rect  oppo- 
sition to  the  cGunours  of  the  merdonti, 
and  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  wh<£ 
city  of  Lonaon. 

My  lords,  if  this  is  not  safScient  to  serre 
the  noble  lord,  what  shall  we  aaj  of  nr 
Robert  Walpole's  administration,  whidi  he 
himself  opposed,  though  he  now  fiiToars  oi 
with  so  many  compliments  on  the  wiadoa, 


and  must  like  many  other  political  pictures  I  on  the  rectitude  or  that  celebrated  states- 
be  thrown,  notwithstanding  the  reputation  man  ?  Or  what  will  he  say  to  the  late  lotd 
of  the  artist,  among  the  miserable  oaubings 


of  faction. 

So  far  in  fact,  my  lords,  is  the  charge 
without  foundation,  that  the  directions  now 
ffiven  to  juries  are  the  same  that  they  ever 
have  been.  There  is  no  novelty  intro- 
duced ;  no  chicanery  attempted ;  nor  has 
there,  till,  to  serve  some  interested  pur- 
poses of  late,  been  any  outcry  raisedaeainst 
the  integrity  of  the  King's-bench.  When, 
indeed,  the  abettors  of  sedition  found,  tliat 
the  judges  were  neither  to  be  flattered 
from  their  duty  by  fulsome  adulation,  nor 
intimidated  by  the  daring  voice  of  licen- 
tiousness; when  they  found  that  justice 
was  not  afraid  of  drawing  her  sword  asainst 
the  greatest  favourite  of  an  inconsiaerate 
multitude,  they  had  no  resource  but  to 
impeach  Uie  probity  of  her  ministers ;  to 
acknowledge  the  equity  of  any  sentence 
against  themselves  would  be  to  give '  up 
|beir  pretensions  to  patriotism ;  and  to  ac- 
knowledge their  disregard  of  those  laws 
Vpon  an  attachment  to  which,  they  found- 
ed all  their  reputation  with  the  people* 
"What,  therefore,  was  to  be  done  ?  To  tra- 
duce the  judges^  to  represent  them  as  the 
servile  tools  of  every  arbitrary  minister; 
to  represent  every  criminal  of  a  popular 
nature,  i(  martyr  to  the  public  good,  ahd 
^iexcite  a  general  abhorrence  of  all  legal 
subordination. 

The  noble  lord  will  probably  observe, 
that  apt  as  the  populace  are  to  imbibe  in- 
jurious opinions  with  respect  to  men  in 
.office,  there  must  nevertneless  be  some 
foundation  for'^theae  opinions  before  they 
can  be  universally  believed.  This,  how- 
ever, manifestly  contradicts  his  own  decla- 
ration upon  a  very  recent  occasion ;  where 
speaking  of  the  late  lord  Anson,  he  said, 
that  to  the  wisdom,  experience  and  care  of 
that  nobleman  the  nation  was  indd[>ted  for 


Granville's  continued  want  of  popdaritj, 
to  whose  abiHties,  to  whose  patronage  he 
i^nfessed  himself  indebted  for  eveij  tfamg 
he  is  in  politics }  Here  are  prooft  of  his 
own  producing  in  favour  of  unpopular  do- 
ractere ;  and  I  do  not  demur  oo  kmt 
occasions  to  hear  a  multiplication  of  the 
instances. 

In  the  law  particularly,  my  lords,  it  b 
well  worth  observing  that  some  of  the 
names  most  esteemed  by  the  accoten  ot 
the  present  judges,  have  been  eminent  k 
maintaining  the  very  doctrines,  which  nor 
expose  the  King's-bench  to  a  torrent  d 
unremitting  obloquy.  I  could  quote  no- 
merous  authorities,  eaually  juat  and  re- 
spectable, of  this  c^intoD,  but  1  will  only 
mention  three ;  Mr.  Justice  DennisoD,  Mr. 
Justice  Forster,  and  Mr.  Justice  Yates,  ill 
independent  men :  the  noble  lord  has  ntf- 
conceived  the  tnatter,  by  implicitly  be- 
hevine,  as  many  others  do,  what  has  ip* 

{>earea  in  print  respecting  the  nature  of 
ibels,  and  directions  to  juries,  wheres 
much  is  often  printed  totally  false  sod 
groundless;  if  1  properly  unaerstood the 
noble  lord,  he  meant  to  say,  that  the  jon 
were  told  they  were  only  judges  of  the  &ct 
and  not  of  the  law,  but  his  lordsh^va 
mistaken ;  I  have  always,  in  one  uoifora 
manner,  told  a  junr,  that  they  were  to  ju«if 
of  what  appeared  by  the  evidence  in  com; 
both  respecting  the  publication  and  rt- 
specting  the  justification  of  any  libel  ; 
where  no  justification  of  the  matter  n  the 
information  was  entered  bto,  they  were  to 
find  according  to  iheir  judgment,  whether 
the  innuendos^  and  the  criminal  infereoce 
in  the  information  were  such  as  the  psp^ 
deserved.  I  shall  at  all  times  be  pnwd  « 
changing  my  epmion,  when  it  ^rpes^ 
that  my  judgment  is  improper ;  many  y^ 
cedents  of  the  ablest  lawyers  dobg  »^ 
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ght  be  recollected ;  abd  upon  M  trials 
lere  I  have  presidedy  I  have  saidy  that  if 
vras  wrotij^  in  my  diVectiob,  1  ir<Ki)d 
)st  wiUinghr  hb  set  rijfijftt  in  cMf  arfesC  of 
]gnient ;  for  if  a  direction  to  A  ]ttry  is 
proper,  the  wlible  verdict  is  null  and 
id,  and  a  new  trid  must  b^  gntnted.  It 
ly  probably  suijbrise  the  Hoas^,  that  no 
jection  has,  in  fourteen  years,  beeb  ever 
ide  to  my  conduct  in  this  particular, 
ough  I  have  so  repeatedly  desired  it 
lenever  1  was  thought  wrong. 
Judges,  my  lords,  cannot  go  astray  from 
e  express  and  known  law  of  the  land ; 
ey  are  bound  by  oath  punctually  to  foi- 
w  the  laws.  I  have  ever  made  It  tiie 
[le  of  my  conduct,  to  do  what  was  just, 
id  conscious  of  my  own  integrity,  am 
lie  to  look  with  contempt  upon  libels  and 
leliers.  Before  the  noble  lord,  therefore, 
raigns  my  judicial  character,  he  should 
ake  himself  acquainted  with  facts ;  the 
urrility  of  a  newspaper  may  be  good  in* 
rmation  for  a  coflee-house  politician,  but 
peer  of  parliament  should  always  speak 
om  higher  authority :  though  if  my  noble 
;cuser  is  no  more  acquainted  with  the 
rinciples  of  law  in  the  present  point,  than 
I  what  is  advanced  to  support  the  mo- 
on, where  he  told  us  an  action  would  lie 
gainst  the  House  of  Commons  for  ex- 
elling  Mr.  Wilkes,  I  am  fearful  the  high- 
st  authorities  will  not  extend  his  ideas  of 
irisprudence,  nor  entitle  him  to  a  patient 
earmg  upon  a  legal  question  in  this  as* 
embly. 


The  Earl  of  Chatham  : 

My  lords ;  if  I  conceive  the  noble 
)rd  on  the  woolsack  right,  or  have  been 
ightly  informed  by  the  public  prints,  from 
rhich,  I  candidly  confess,  I  originally  de- 
lved my  information  on  this  subject,  the 
octrine  of  the  King's-bench  is,  uiat  a  li- 
el  or  not  a  libel  is  a  question  of  law  to  be 
ecided  only  by  the  court,  and  the  sole 
ower  of  the  jury  is  to  determine  upon  the. 
ict  of  printing  and  publishing,  lliis,  my 
>rds,  I  understand  to  be  the  noble  lord's 
pinion,  but  this  I  never  understood  to  be 
lie  law  of  England,  on  the  contrary  I 
Iways  understood  that  the  jury  were  com- 
letent  judges  of  the  law,  as  well  as  of  the 
act,  and  indeed  if  they  are  not,  I  can  see 
lO  essential  benefit  arising  from  their  in- 
titution  to  the  community. 

I  am  therefore  desirous,  my  lords,  I  am 
amestly  desirous,  that  a  day  may  be  ap- 
pointed for  examining  into  the  conduct  of 
ucb  judges  as  dare  to  establish  this  anti- 


consttttttional  practiee  m  our  cotnrts.  I 
am  well  assurea  from  the  most  respectable 
auiJiority  that  the  practice  is  immediately 
sQbversiVj^  of  our  dearest  rights,  our  most 
intalaslble  liberties ;  atid  profllgade  a»  the* 
timed  ibay  be,  these  are  objects  thai  iate« 
rest  should  lead  us  to  defend,  even  if  we 
are  wholly  unactuated  by  principle.  In  a 
late  trial  of  an  imputed  libel,  my  lords,  it- 
was  dechired  from  the  bench,  that  if  the 
jury  inistead  of  adding  the  word  *  only*  to 
their  verdict,  had  found  the  defendant  ge^ 
nerally  guilty  of  prhiting  and  publtshing, 
they  would  have  found  hith  guilty  of  the 
libel,  even  though  the  paper  might  be  per« 
fectly  innocent.  But  where  is  the  wonder 
that  our  laws  ^oftld  be  perverted,  when 
the  constitution  upon  which  these  laws  are 
built  has  been  so  infamously  wounded^ 
The  superstructure  may  well  give  #ay, 
when  the  foundation  is  so  notonously  de- 
i^ro^ed.  Excuse  me,  my  lords,  for  mtn^ 
ducinff  the  Middlesex  election  so  fre- 
quently. I  cannot  but  introduce  it  on 
every  occasion.  The  right  uf  election  in 
the  vital  circulation  in  the  body  politic* 
Stop  it,  and  we  are  politically  destroyed* 
What  signifies  talking  about  our  laws,  if 
the  right  of  making  these  laws  is  violently 
torn  from  us  it  We  cannot,  therefore,  en- 
ter upon  any  debate  in  which  the  Middle-^ 
sex  business  will  not  be  proper,  in  which' 
it  will  not  be  absolutely  necessary.  I  shall 
for  my  part  consider  it  as  the  alarm  bell  to 
liberty ;  I  shall  ring  it  incessantly  in  th^ 
ears  of  the  whole  kingdom,  till  I  rouse  the 
people  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  injuriest 
and  convince  our  ministers,  intrenched  as 
they  are  in  their  venal  majorities,  that  the 
privileges-  of  Englishmen  are  never  to  be 
infringed  with  impunity. 

Lord  Camden  f 

My  lords ;  as  this  debate  seems  to 
turn  upon  a  point  of  law,  and,  fVom  a  mo* 
tidn  for  restraining  the  ^despotism  of  th^ 
lower  House  in  matters  of  election,  has 
been  changed  into  a  stricture  upon  the 
conduct  otthe  noble  judge  on  the  wool- 
sack, it  would  be  highly  necessary  to  hav6 
the  direction  to  the  jury  before  us,  which 
my  illustrious  friend,  who  spoke  last,  has 
alluded  to ;  if  we  can  obtain  this  direction, 
and  obtain  it  fully  stated,  I  shall  very  rea- 
dily deliver  my  opinion  upon  the  doctrines 
It  ificulcates,  and  if  they  appear  to  me  con- 
trary to  the  known,  and  the  established  prin- 
ciples of  th^  constitution,  I  shall  not  scru- 
ple to  tell  the  author  of  his  mistake  in  ihe 
open  face  of  this  assembly.    This  I  shall 
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think  peeuliariy  my  do^,  as  il  tuj  be 
«qppo6ed  that  a  man,  who  hat  paaaed 
through  the  highest  departmeDts  of  the 
law,  lutt  aiade  thestudy  of  theconstitutioii 
a  more  immediate  obiect  of  his  atteotion, 
Ihaq  those  noble  lords  who  have  not  pro- 
finsionaUy  taken  it  up. 

I  am  but  too  sensible,  my  lords,  of  the 
disreputable  state  of  our  law  courts  at  pre- 
aent,  and  1  heartily  wish  that  some  effec- 
tual method  may  ne  taken  to  recover  their 
former  credit,  their  former  dignity.  The 
best  method  of  doing  this,  in  my  opinion, 
is  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  the  falsehood, 
of  the  popular  reports,  so  bddly,  so  gene- 
rally propagated  against  their  mode  m  ad- 
ministering justice.  Let  us  try,  my  lords, 
whether  they  are  venal,  or  whether  they 
are  otherwise.  Asalawyer^  I  am  afriend 
to  the  courts,  and  should  be  sincerely 
concerned,  if  the  ^irit  of  the  times  has 
ftstened  any  unmerited  8t^;ma  on  their 
diaracters.  If  they  are,  as  they  ought  to 
be,  immaculate,  we  cannot  do  them  a 
more  essential  service,  than  to  fix  a  day 
for  enquiring  into  their  conduct — ^we  shsJU 
then  be  able  to  certify  in  their  favour — 
we  shall  then  give  their  probity  the  sanc- 
tion of  our  evidence,  ana  restore  tliem  to 
the  esteem,  to  the  confidence  of  their 
country.  On  the  other  hand,  should  the 
popular  rumours  have  unhappUy  any  foun- 
dation in  fact,  we  owe  it  to  ourselves,  and 
to  posterity,  to  drive  them  indignantly 
from  the  seats  which  they  dishonour,  and 
to  punish  them  in  an  exemplary  manner 
for  their  malversation. 

The  noble  lord  upon  the  woolsack  has 
been  pleased  to  sneer  at  my  illustrious 
friend,  on  account  of  his  unacquain- 
tance  with  law,  and  saying,  that  an  action 
for  damages  lies  against  the  House  qf  Com- 
mons, in  consequence  of  the  Middlesex 
election.  The  noble  lord  however 
triumphs  without  a  victory ;  if  he  supposes 
the  laws  of  this  cnuntry  founded  upon  jus- 
tice, he  must  acknowledge  the  propriety 
of  the  very  observation  which  excites  his 
ridicule,  Will  he  venture  to  say,  that  in 
the  Middlesex  business,  the  freeholders 
have  not  been  grossly,  dangerously  injured  ? 
Will  he  venture  to  say,  that  being  injured 
they  have  not  a  legal  claim  to  redress  ?-^ 
a  legal  title  to  compensation  for  tbe  damage 
they  have  sustained?  He  knows  they 
have^ie  cannot  deny  their  claim,  unless 
he  places  the  simple  resolution  of  the  other 
House,  entirely  above  the  establish- 
ed law  of  the  land,  and  tells  us,  that  the 
lowest  estate  of  parliament  is  constitution- 


aHy  wananted  to  annihihie  the  caaidta. 
tioo. 

I  am  not,  my  lotds,  derlaiming  on  tka 
occasion,  as  the  meinberof  ap8rty,aBt 
courtier  out  of  place,  or  as  a  aisii  vboo 
private  IMque,  or  public  dinppoi&tiaeoc 
nas  renoered  at  all  events  detenniDcdto 
oppose  the  operations  of  goverameot- 
No,  my  lords— I  have  no  attadunent  to 
Mr.  Wilkes,  as  Mr.  Wilkes;  noieNBl- 
ment  to  colonel  Luttiel,  as  colood  Lqu 
trel ;  the  person  expelled,  and  tiie  per- 
son seated  oy  the  Commons,  is  alike  iodif* 
ferenttome.  I  only  feel  for  thelibotiei 
of  the  people ;  I  only  speak  as  the  met- 
dent  appears  dangerous  to  the  pilun  (£ 
freedom,  and  likely  to  weaken  the  consti- 
tution over  the  heads  of  posterity.  Oo 
these  principles  I  shall  ever  follow  the  bi 
of  my  illustrious  firiend,  and  trsmouto^ 
name  unsullied  to  the  annals  of  mj  ooah 
tiy. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  : 

M;^  lords;  the  subject  of  die  ori- 
ginal motion  upon  the  table,  haviag  been 
repeatedly  discussed  ia  this  House,  lod 
a  new  argument,  relative  to  the  coodoct 
of  our  law  courts,  having  arisen  from  it, 
that  seems  very  necessary  to  be  coosider- 
ed,  I  shall  take  the  hbertyof  mskiDgafev 
remarks  on  what  the  noble  lord,  vb 
spoke  last,  has  been  pleased  toadfince, 
and  then  move  your  lordships  to  adjouni, 
as  there  appears  no  great  h'kelihood  of  do- 
ing any  other  business. 

The  noble  lord  on  the  woolsack  has  a^ 
counted,  in  the  most  satisfactorv  manner, 
for  the  scandalous  reports  whidi  sre  pro- 
pagated against  the  integrity  of  our  judg^ 
ana  I  believe  there  is  not  an  individoal  in 
this  assembly,  contrary  a  language  as  some 
may  use,  who  is  not  convinced,  that  tbese 
reports  spring  more  from  the  very  recti- 
tude of  courts,  than  from  any  real  suspi- 
cion of  their  venality.  The  grest  ciisi 
of  the  sages  in  Westminster-haJl,  mj  lords, 
is,  their  not  having  prostituted  the  public 
ordinances  of  the  kingdom  to  the  purposed 
of  sedition.  Had  the  judges  proDouaced 
defamation  legal— had  they  men  a  sasc* 
tion  to  outrage— had  they  declared  the 
subversion  of  all  government  was  rigbl- 
and  held  it  loyalty  to  make  a  noon-daj  at- 
tack upon  the  palace  of  the  sovereign— 
had  they,  my  lords,  supported  licentious- 
ness, by  concessions  of  this  abject  nature* 
then  instead  of  libels  on  their  dishooestyive 
should  only  hear  lo  Paeans  to  tbdr  praise : 
popularity  would  pour  forth  all  its  dogpc^ 
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to  cdebrate  their  unexainpled'  Tirtiie; 
Grub^treet  would  ring  with  miserable  dit- 
ties to  their  honour,  and  we  should  find 
them  ioceasantly  extolled  by  the  deluded 
multitude  for  those  actions,  which  would 
lead  the  mind  of  intelligence  to  doom 
them  to  the  axe. 

The  noble  lord,  who  spoke  last,  pro- 
fesses himself  a  friend  to  the  hiw  courts, 
and  indeed  with  good  reason,  as  be  owes 
every  consequence  he  possesses  to  those 
courts.  He  tells  us,  my  lords,  that  we 
cannot  possibly  confer  a  greater  favour  on 
the  judges,  than  to  scrutinize  their  con- 
duct, than  to  join  with  the  roar  of  the  rab- 
ble, and  give  a  foundation  for  clamour,  by 
giving  it  the  con^qoence  of  an  en- 
quiry.   . 

I  differ  entirely  in  opinion  from  the 
noble  lord ;  I  do  not  think  the  measure  he 
proposes  either  honourable  to  the  sages  of 
the  law,  or  just  with  regard^  to  ourselves. 
Honourable  to  the  judges  it  cannot  pos- 
sibly be,  for  it  is  trying  them  upon  anony- 
mous accusation  ;  just  to  ourselves  it  can- 
not possibly  be,  because  we  are  here  as- 
sembled not  to  debate  upon  rumours,  but 
to  determine  upon  facts;  if  every  idle,  if 
every  impudent  report,  which  may  be  cir- 
culated tnrough  the  channel  of  our  news- 
papers, is  to  be  made  a  matter  of  debate  in 
this  House,  we  shall  have  but  little  time  to 
enter  upon  the  real  business  of  the  nation ; 
the  present,  my  lords,  is  a  very  alarming 
crisis,  and  we  should  rather  endeavour  to 
prepare  ourselves  against  a  foreign  enemy, 
than  study  to  foment  our  domestic  animo- 
sities. But  the  views  of  sedition  are  too 
plain,  too  palpable ;  pretended  patriotism 
IS  a  weed  which  never  grows  in  a  serene 
\ky ;  it  thrives  only  under  the  bowlings  of 
lational  disunion;  and  our  political  re- 
brmers  discover  errors  in  the  state,  merely 
hrough  a  hope  of  being  entrusted  with 
he  reformation. 

My  lords,  the  more  we  consider  the  na- 
ure  of  the  proposed  enquiry  into  the  con- 
uct  of  the  judges,  the  more  your  lord- 
hips  must  see  the  fallacy  of  that  argu- 
lenly  which  talks  of  it  as  necessary,  nay 
8  reputable  for  the  character  of  the  ve- 
erable  sages ;  if  their  characters  are  to  be 
>ndered  immaculate  by  a  parliamentary 
Dte  in  their  favour,  will  they  not  be  made 
qually  spotless,  when  parliament  declares 
lat  the  charges  against  them,  are  so  evi- 
ently  malicious,  so  scandalously  ground- 
^ss,  that  they  do  not  merit  the  minutest 
pcamination  r  Is  it  not  more  honourable 
>r  the  courts  of  law  to  treat  U)eir  accusers 


with  contempt,  t|ian  to  give  a  serious 
to.  the  accusation  i  Undoubtedly,  my  lords ; 
and  give  me  leave  besides  to  ask,  whoso 
doubts  of  the  judges  integrity  we  are  to 
remove  ?  The  doubts  of  the  people  only 
who  are  interested  in  aspersing  them ;  the 
doubts  of  the  people  who  mive  already 
pronounced  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
corrupt ;  and  who  declare,  that  all  our 
proceedings  are  determined  by  a  venal 
majority.  Will  men  of  this  stamp,  my 
lords,  pay  any  regard  to  our  testimony  m 
favour  of  the  judges,  even  if  we  go  mto  the 
enouiry  proposed  ?  By  no  means :  we  shaU 
be  branoed  with  the  ^ossest  epithets  our- 
selves, unless  we  decide  affreeably  to  ths 
prejudices  of  popularity ;  they  will  call  us 
the  abettors  of  guilt,  for  voting  in  con- 
formity to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience ; 
and  the  judges,  so  far  from  receiving  airf 
benefit  by  the  severest  scrutiny  into  their 
conduct,  will  only  experience  an  additional 
share  of  reproach.  Seeing  therefore  in  the 
first  instance,  that  no  positive  charge  is 
brought  against  any  one  of  the  judges, 
and  in  the  next,  that  the  proposed  enquuy 
cannot  be  productive  of  any  good  conse- 
sequences,  1  flatter  myself  your  lordships 
will  not  misemploy  your  own  time,  nor  in* 
suit  the  purity  of  our  courts,  by  deeming' 
the  partial  voice  of  factk>n,  a  suffideat 
ground  for  impeaching  their  int^ity.  I. 
^erefore  move  that  you  do  adjourn. 

Lord  Shelburne  informed  the  House 
how  discontented  the  minds  of  the  people 
without  doors  were;  that  it  was  hignly 
necessary  at  this  time,  so  near  the  com- 
mencement of  a  war,  something  should  lie 
done  to  appease  them,  that  they  might 
the  more  nrmly  and  willingly  unite  to  as- 
sist government;  that,  if  the  House  of 
Commons  could  make  rules  of  their  own, 
they  were  above  the  laws,  which  was  more 
than  could  be  said  of  eiUier  House,  or  of 
the  King.  By  the  power  by  which  the 
House  incapacitated  Mr.  Wilkes,  they" 
might  the  next  day,  without  any  reason 
assigned,  render  him  again  capable  of 
being  elected ;  that,  as  to  changing  the 
mode  of  making  this  motion,  it  havine 
been  heretofore  studiously  avoided  and 
quashed  by  the  ministry,  it  was  therefose 
necessarily  obliged  to  be  made  in  a  new 
way. 

Lord  Denbigh  declared  the  present  par- 
liament a  good  parliament;  that  it  had 
passed  two  most  excellent  acts,  which 
would  ever  confer  the  highest  honour  on 
them,  particularly  thai  of  not  screening 
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their  «ervaiits  firoin  pnwcvtioiis  for  dd>C, 
mider  the  paltry  plea  of  privilege;  Ui^t 
they  had,  to  tlie  affiiin  nov  alluded  to, 
acted  extremely  rig^t;  he  avowed  their 
hayiiig  a  fiill  and  legal  poster  to  expel  a 
meaiber  conTipted  of  cnmioalitiea;  they 
were  Tenr  jiut,  he  observed^  in  dedpring 
tliat  luch  a  mao  was  pot  a  fit  pecw^  to 
lit  aaaong  then.  He  quoted  a  similar 
case  in  their  own  House  coocerabg  the 
earl  of  Macdesfield,  and  ^bserted,  that 
his  own  opinion  that  lenient  ipeasures  were 
always  wrong,  was,  in  the  present  case, 
experimentaUy  proved.  H^d  the  House 
of  Commons  committed  the  sheri&  for 
making  the  return  of  an  incapable  pwen* 
they  would  have  acted  properly ;  their  ill- 
timed  candour  was  now  called  fear;  he 
was  therefore  for  vigorous  measures ;  he 
neverthden  approved  greatly  of  the  vote 
of  the  House,  uid  he  doubted  not  but  fu- 
ture historians  would  sing  their  praise :  in 
the  House  of  Commons  there  were  many 
respectable  persons,  and  man v  rich  citizens, 
laotwithstaodtng  the  monied  men  had,  in 
this  House,  been  lately  called  **  muck- 
worms." [Here  his  lordship  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  earl  of  Chatham,  who  de- 
clared, '*  That  if  he  aUuded  to  any  word 
or  expression  he  might  have  dropped  in 
the  House  last  week,  he  meant  by  muck- 
worms the  stock-jobbers,  and  not  the 
monied  men  in  the  city/'  Lord  Denbigh 
grew  warm  upon  the  interruption,  and 
complained  of  it  as  disorderly,  observing, 
that  lie  did  not,  nor  would  he,  say  who  he 
alluded  to.  The  duke  of  Grafton  also  de- 
clared ^he  calling  lord  Denbigh  to  order 
was  unfair:  lord  Chatham  said,  that  as  an 
old  friend  he  only  meant  to  set  lord  Den- 
bigh right :  after  a  little  time  lord  Denbigh 
went  on,  and  when  he  had  said  all  he 
meant  to  advance,  his  lordship  seconded 
the  motion  for  adjournment.] 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  then  desired  to 
read  an  amendment  of  his  motion,  which 
he  did :  as  soon  as  he  had  done  so,  lord 
Weymouth  rose,  and  said,  that  after  a  mo- 
tion to  adioum,  according  to  the  rules  and 
orders  ox  that  House,  the  amendment 
could  not  be  agitated ;  but  the  question 
^r  the  adjournment  should  be  immediately 
put. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  said,  that  he 
thought  when  a  question  of  such  conse- 
ouence.  as  the  motion  made  this  day  was, 
toe  House  should  not  he  so  particularly 
nice  as  to  their  orders ;  it  was  jieedless  to 
adjpom  merely  to  stop  a  motion  that 
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wooH  pvptiab^  he  «Mda  the  neit  dij  tlief 
met:  bis gxaoe observed, thiitlheneikai 
on  die  other  side,  whenever  this  tbrva 
brought  before  the  Haine,^odeaTOQnd  to 
put  it  off  iQradjonmiBg;  ifaitilhidDeTer 
bean  ftiriy  or  fulfy  gone  ii||p ;  sad  thtt  io 
the  interval,  which  the.  Spaaiih  ambih 
sador  chose  now  to  ^ve  us,  it  was  the 
most  proper  time  to  take  the  afiur  b  hand, 
and  convince  the  people,  who  thougkt 
themselvjes  greatly  ^gg^ved,  (Jut  tSey 
were  not  deserted  by  eveiy  branch  of  ik 
legislature;  his  grace  observed,  that  the 
House  of  Commons  had  no  Ittid  pover  to 
incaoacitate  anv  man:  t^>*t  the  qoIt  in* 
Stance  of  any  thiqg  like  it  in  thdrwn 
House  produced  this  day  was  that  of  ibe 
earl  of  Macclesfield,  who  actosllj  vatiMt 
^zpdled;  this,  he  observed,  wai  the 
strangest  method  of  qooting  cssei  m  poJBt 
that  ever  he  knew.  His  grace,  thnu^ 
his  speech,  was  extremely  powerful  m\» 
ar^mnents,  which  were  very  veigbty  vA 
stnking,  though  delivered  with  the  mot 
unaffected  co<uness  and  candour. 

When  he  had  finished,  the  House  called 
for  the  question  to  adjourn,  which  beiog 
put,  they  divided ;  52  for  the  adjoonunent, 
20  against  iU 

Debaie  in  the  L^rds  on  the  Conitd^' 
the  Court  of  Kin^s-^Beach  in  matien  / 
lAbeL^l  Decen£er  10.  Awarmdehste 
having  happened  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons upon  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Serjeo^ 
Glynn,  for  an  enquiry  into  the  AdmicS' 
tration  of  Criminal  Justice,  on  the  6th  oc 
December,  lord  Mansfield  the  day  foSlov- 
ing,  desired  the  House  of  Lords  might  be 
summoned  on  this  day,  he  having  some- 
thing  to  communicate  to  their  lordship* 
The  House  was  accordingly  summoDfiit 
and  great  were  the  expectations  of  erer 
body.  Nothing  less  than  the  proposed 
enquiry,  which  the  ministry  had,  lo  un- 
friendly to  his  lordship,  stifled  in  theHotse 
of  Commons,  was  now  conceived  to  betke 
object  of  his  lordship's  wishes,  in  the  Housi 
of  Lords.  On  the  contrary,  when  Moo- 
day  came,  and  the  supreme  court  of  j^ 
cature  of  this  country  was  big,  sod  Skc. 
with  great  expectation — what  did  bedoj 
He  informed  their  lordships  that  be  hid 
left  a  Paper  with  the  Clerk  of  the  House: 
that  the  piq»er  contained  the  Jodgmeot  c 
the  Court  of  King's-bench,  in  the  case? 
the  Kbg  agunst  WoodfaU ;  and  chat  their 
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OTdship0  might  reid  it,  and  take  copiea  of 
ty  if  iliey  pleated.* 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  observed,  that  the 
erdiet  of  the  jury  in  t|jat  case  was  '  gutll^ 
f  printhig  and  publishing  only ;'   ( that  if 
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f  The  ftfibwiog  is  a  Copy  of  Ldrd  Maat^ 
ieU's  Papor  hA  with  the  C^lerk  of  the  House 
f  Lorils : 

Copy  of  ihe  iiDanireous  Opinion  of  the  Court 
of  Kind's  Bench,  in  the  Case  of  the  King 
against  Woorffalt,  delivered  and  read  by 
the  Lord  Cliief  Justice  on  the  80th  of 
November  1770. 

This  comes  before  the  Coart  upon  two  rules 
[*be  first  obtained  by  the  defendant  to  stay  ead 
sneriog  upjiidgnM»t  on  tbe  verdict  irivenia 
hif  cause.  The  seoaod  obtained  by  the  Ai* 
i>rney  General,  tiiat  tbe  verdiet  may  be  entered 
ccording  to  the  legal  import  of  tbe  finding  of 
be  jury.  The  last  rule  must,  for  the  nature  of 
I,  be  first  diseussed,  because  tbe  ground  of  ar- 
rumeoi  upon  the  other  eannot  be  settled  till 
Uis  is  disposed  of.  Upon  this  rale  it  is  neee^ 
wry  to  Report  |be  trial. 

Tbis  prosecution  is  an  information  againat 
he  defeadant,  for  printing  and  publisbiog  a 
iliel  in  tbe  Public  Advertiser,  signed  Junius. 
riie  tenor  of  which  is  set  out  with  proper  arer- 
nents  as  to  the  meaning  ef  the  libel,  tlieaub* 
ect  matter,  and  Ihe  |>«r8ons  eonef»miog  ivhich 
iid  of  whom  it  speaks,  with  inuendoes  filUng 
ip  all  tbe  blanlos  and  the  nsnal  epithets. 

In  support  of  tbe  proseeutiea,  they  prored 
)y  Nathaniel  Crowder,  that  be  bouglit  tbe 
Aper  prodiused,  and  twelve  mure,  irom  Cold- 
ield,  tbe  de<'en<|ai)t^s  pnblisiier,  in  the  defend- 
in  t's  publisbingviDora,  the  corner  of  lyy-buie. 
That  be  |poes  oAen  there,  bes  occasionally  seen 
he  priattngHrooBs,  and  has  bad  papers  in  the 
irinting-room.  They  read  the  paper  frodmsed, 
iid  the  tenor  agreed  with  tbe  ijiforn(|ation. 

George  Harris,  register  of  pamphlets  and 
lewspapers,  proved,  that  tbe  defendant  bim- 
elf  and  servants  paid  tbe  money  for  advertise- 
[»ent«  in  tbe  Public  Advertiser ;  that  defendant 
ail  paid  biinself,  and  all  the  pay  moms  were 
D  his  aoeoant.  That  defendant  has  made  tbe 
isual  affidavit,  and  haa  been  allowed  the  stamp- 
ut^  for  such  papers  as  were  unsold.  That  the 
lUties  on  advertisemenSi  in  tbe  paper  now  in 
nestioo,  were  |iaid  by  defendant's  servants, 
ml  tbe  receipt  given  on  defendant's  aceount. 

William  Lee,  clerk  to  sir  John  Field- 
[ig,  proved,  that  he  often  carried  advertise- 
nents  for  tbe  Public  Advertiser,  the  oamer  i^ 
vy-lane.  That  be  generally  paid  ready 
noney  ;  that  be  had  aeen  money  paid  to  tlie 
lefendant  for  advertisements,  and  he  bad  a 
eccipt  from  the  defendant  signed  by  bim  tbe 
lOtb  of  November,  SS/.  for  printing  ad vertise- 
sents  in  tbe  Public  Advertiser.  On  the  part 
f  the  defendant  tfa^  called  no  witnesses.  His 
ounsel  objected  to^eoM  ef  the  inuendecs>  but 
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the  newapapera  told  hies  true,  for  ho  had 
only  newspaper  i»lormatioD  of  Mbai  tnin# 
sactioD)  two  iBotionahad  been  made  in  the 
court  upon  tbe  Terdict ;  one  was  a  motion 
in  arrest  of  judgment  by  the  defendant's 
counsel,  grouncbd  upon  the  ambigtdty  of 


^"'\' 


they  prinoipaily  appKed  to  the  jury  to  acquit 
tbe  defeficWnt,  from  the  paper  being  iaiiocent; 


Off  net  liable  to  tbe  epithetsgiven  in  hy  tbe  ia« 
formatieii;  or  that  the  delendant's  lateat  in 
pnbUsbing  did  not  deserve  tbe  epithets  in  the 
lolermetion. 

There  was  no  doubt  but  that  the  evidence,  if 
credited,  amounted  to  proof  of  printing  and 
publishing  by  tbe  defendant*  Tbete  may  be 
eaass  where  the  laet  proved  as  a  puhlicattoa« 
may  be  justified  or  excused,  aa  lawful  or  innot 
cent ;  for  no  faot  which  is  not  critpinal,  in  oase 
the  paper  be  a  libel,  can  amount  to  a  publiear 
l&on,  of  which  the  defendant  ought  to  be  foand 
guilty.  But  no  question  of  that  kind  arose  iis 
tbis  cause.  Therefore  I  dirested  the  jury  te 
consider  whether  all  tbe  inuendoes,  and  all  tbe 
applicatioas  to  matter  and  persons,  msde  by  tbe 
infermatioB,  were,  in  their  judgment,  the  tnif 
meanbg  of  tbe  paper.  If  tbev  theiight  oIImt- 
wise,  tbey  sbeuld  acquit  the  itefendant ;  hut  if 
they  agioad  with  the  informatioa,  and  believed 
the  eridenoe  as  to  tbe  puUioation,  tbey  should' 
find  him  guilty.  If  the  jury  were  obliged  to 
find  whether  the  paper  was  a  libel,  or  whether 
it  was  a  libel  to  sucn  a  degvee  as  to  deserre  the 
efulhets  given  it  by  the  inforanatioa,  or  te  nsr> 
onirB  preoft  ef  tM  express  intenSAf  thed^ 
tendsni  in  printing  and  pubUsbing,  and  of  ita 
being  malieioiis  to  eueh  a  degnse  aa  to  deserw 
the  epithets  given  by  the  Snfornuitioik^theft 
tbis  direction  was  wrong. 

la  sappoit  of  is,  I  tela  them,  aa  I  hare  fraqt' 
indispensible  duty  been  nbliged  to  teU  erery 
jurjr,  upon  every  trial  of  Ibis  kind,  to  tbe  fet 
lowiag  effect  e  that  whether  the  paper  (meani- 
ing  aa  alleged  by  tbe  information)  was  ia  law  a 
liM,  was  a  qasstion  ef  law  opiMi  the  lace  ef 
tbe  record:  lor  eAer  conviotien^  a  defiindaaa 
Bwy  mere  ia  arrast  ef  judgment,  if  the  papsr 
b  not  a  libel.  That  att  the  epithets  in  theiw- 
tbnsiation  were  formal  inlbrencea  of  law  from 
the  printing  and  pnblisfaiag.  That  no  proof  ef 
exprew  maliee  was  erer  fequiMd,  and  ia  it 
most  cases  imposaibie  to  be  given.  That  th§ 
verdict  finds  opiy  what  tbe  law  infiwa  from 
fact :  therefore,  after  conrietion,  a  delendaoe 
may,  by  affidavits,  lessen  tbe  decree  of  bis 
guilt.  That  where  an  act  in  itself  twhffeient, 
if  done  with*  a  partieular  intent,  becomw  eri^ 
minal,  theiw  the  intent  must  be  proved  and 
foirad  t  but  wheae  tbe  aet  is  in  itself  nidawfirf, 
as  ia  this  esse,  tbe  proof  ef  justification,  or  e»> 
case,  lies  on  the  defeiuiaat;  and,  iu  faiiwe 
thereof,  tlie  law  iaapUes  a  eriminal  intent. 

Tbe  jnry  stayed  out  a  greet  wbiiej  many 
hours;  at  last  tbey  came  temyhoaae;  {m% 
olgeotion  ef  its  being  out  of  the  oonoty  being 
cured  by  consent)     la  answer  4e  the  uam^l 
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the  Terdict.  At  the  same  time  a  motion 
was  made  by  the  countel  for  the  crown, 
for  a  mle  upon  the  defendant  to  shew  cause 
why  the  Terdict  should  not  be  entered  up 
according  to  the  legal  import  of  the  words. 
On  both  motions,  a  rule  to  shew  cause 
was  granted,  and  soon  afVer  the  matter 
was  argued  before  the  Court  of  King's- 
benclK    The  noble  judge,  when  he  deli- 

qoestioo  pot  by  tbe  officer,  the  foreman  ga?e 
their  verdict  to  thcM  words :  **  Guilty  of  prioi- 
ing  and  publisbiog  ooly."  Nothing  more 
passed. 

Tbe  officer  has  entered  up  tbe  Terdict  lite- 
rally, without  80  much  as  aaidiog  tbe  osoal 
words  of  reference  to  conoect  tbe  verdict  with 
tbe  matter  to  which  it  is  retoted. 

Upon  ibis,  the  two  roles  1  bare  stated  were 
moved  for. 

Upon  that  obtained  by  tbe  Attorney- General, 
the  affidavit  of  a  juror  was  offered  by  tbe  coun- 
sel for  tbe  defendant.  But  we  are  all  of  opi- 
nion that  it  cannot  be  received.  Where  there 
is  a  doubt  upon  the  judg^e's  report,  as  to  what 
passed  at  the  time  of  bringing  in  tbe  verdict, 
there  tbe  affi«laviiB  of  jurors,  or  by-stanilers, 
may  be  received  upon  a  motion  for  a  new  trial, 
or  to  rectify  a  mistake  in  tbe  minutes.  Bnt 
tbe  affidavit  of  a  juror  never  can  be  read  as  to 
what  be  then  thongbt  ajr  intended. 

This  motion  consists  of  two  parts ;  first,  to 
^11  up  the  formal  words  of  reference ;  second, 
to  omit  tbe  word  '  only.'  We  are  of  opinion, 
that  tbe  first  is  a  technical  omission  of  the 
•clerk,  and  ought  to  be  set  right.  As  to  tbe 
seoonid,  that  tbe  word  'only'  most  stand  in  the 
verdict. 

There  is  no  ^nnd  (fronvany  thing  which 
pas^)  to  explain  the  sense  of  the  jury,  so  as 
that  tbie  officer  ought  to  have  entered  a  general 
verdict  No  argument  can  be  urged  for  omit- 
tittg  tbe  word  *  only,'  which  does  not  prove 
that  it  can  have  no  effect,  though  inserted ; 
and  therefore  it  is  a  question  of  law  upon  the 
ftce  of  tbe  verdict.  Tbe  defendant's  motion 
Miost  be  considered  upon  tbe  ground  of  the 
word  *  only'  standing ;  was  it  omitted,  there 
conkl  be  no  doubt.  Guilty  of  printing  and  pub- 
lishing, where  there  is  no  other  charge,  is 
l^uilty  :  for  nothing  more  is  to  be  found  by  tbe 
jury. 

In  the  case  of  the  King  against  Williams, 
thejurv  found  tbe  defendant  guilty  of  printing 
and  publisbiog  tbe  North  Bnton,  No.  45;  tbe 
eierfc  entered  it  up  guilty,  and  no  objection 
ever  was  maile.  Where  tlicre  are  more  charges 
than  one,  gnilty  of  some  only,  is  an  acquittal 
as  to  the  rest.  But  in  this  information  there  is 
ao  obarge  except  for  printing  and  publishing. 
Clearly  there  can  be  no  judgment  of  acquittal; 
because  the  fact  found  by  tbe  jury  is  tbe  very 
crime  they  were  to  try.  The  only  question  is. 
Whether,  by  any  possibility,  tbo  word  '  only' 
oan  havo  a  meanmg  which  would  aAct  or 
radict  the  vcrdiet. 


▼ered  the  opinion  of  tbe  Cbuit  opon  the 
verdict,  went  regularly  through  tbe  vbde 
of  the  proceedings  at  Nisi  rrina,  as  veB 
the  eviaenoe  that  had  been  given,  as  h^ 
own  chkrge  to  the  jury.  This  prooeediog 
would  have  been  yrerj  proper,  had  t  mo- 
tion been  made  of  either  side  for  t  dcv 
trial,  because  either  a  Terdict  given  con- 
trary to  evidence,  or  an  improper  charge 
by  the  judge  at  Nisi  Prius,  is  held  to  be  i 
sufficient  ground  for  granting  a  new  tml; 

That  tbe  law,  as  to  the  subject  matter  tf  tbt 
verdict,  is  as  I  have  stated,  has  been  to  ofta 
unanimously  agreed  by  the  whole  Courts  upas 
every  report  1  have  made  of  a  trial  for  a  liM, 
that  it  would  be  improper  to  make  it  a  qoestiM 
now  in  this  place.  Among  those  wIm  have 
concurred,  the  bar  will  recollect  tbe  deid,  vd 
tbe  living  not  now  here.  And  we  all  i^ 
declare  oar  opioion,  that  the  dtreetioo  is  r^ 
and  acMXirding  to  law.  This  directjoo,  tiMagfc 
often  given  (with  an  express  request  firoD  w, 
that  if  there  was  tbe  least  doubt,  they  vwU 
move  tbe  Court)  has  never  been  oomplaiodof 
in  court ;  and  yet,  if  it  was  wrong,  a  oev  tziil 
would  be  of  course.  It  is  now  conphiDC^  aa 
Taking  then  the  law  to  be  aoeordiogtoilm 
direction,  tbe  question  is,  whether  any  mett- 
ing  can  be  put  upon  the  word  'osl)/  nil 
stands  upon  the  record,  which  will  aficct « 
contradict  the  verdict  If  they  meaot  tear 
that  they  did  not  find  it  a  libel,  or  did  m( 
6nd  the  epithets,  or  did  not  find  aoj  ei* 
press  malicious  intent,  it  would  not  affect  tbt 
verdict;  because  none  of  these  tbioga  vet 
to  lie  proved  or  ^found  either  way.  If,  ^ 
'  only,'  they  meant  to  say  that  tbev  did  sot  ia^ 
tbe  meaning  put  upon  the  paper  oy  the  ifliJar- 
mation,  they  should  have  acquitted  bisi.  1/ 
they  bad  expressed  this  to  be  their  oieifiiif. 
tbe  verdict  would  have  been  iacoosistcat  ui 
repugnant;  for  they  ought  not  to  fiod  tbe^ 
fendant  guilty,  unless  they  fiod  tbe  meaaiiif 
put  upon  the  paper  in  the  informatioB;  vA 
jodgment  of  acquittal  ought  to  bare  bees  »• 
tered  up.  If  they  bad  expressed  their  seaa* 
ing  in  any  of  the  other  ways,  tbe  verdict  *mU 
not  have  been  afiected,  and  jud^eot  oo^litt> 
be  entered  upon  it.  It  is  impossible  ts  say  «tk 
certainty  what  the  jury  really  did  meao ;  fSQ^ 
bly  they  bad  different  meamnga.  If  tbeycfliU 
possibly  mean  ^bat  which  is  expressed  wooklt^ 
quit  tbe  defendant,  be  ought  not  t^be  ooodoM 
by  this  verdict.  Is  it  possible  some  of  tb^a 
might  mean,  not  to  find  the  whole  semeiBd 
explanation  put  upon  tlie  paper  by  tbe  iaswfr' 
does  in  tbe  information.  If  a  doubt  ariss 
from  an  ambiguous  and  unusual  word  ia  ^ 
verdict,  tbe  Court  ought  to  lean  in  £aro«ref» 
Venire  de  Novo. 

We  are  under  the  leas  difiaeaky,  becasset  a 
favour  of  a  defendant,  though  tbe  verdict  It 
full,  tbe  Court  may  grant  a  new  trial.  Aod  vi 
are  all  of  opinion,  upon  the  whale  sf  ibeoi^ 
tbeiq  sboaU  be  a  new  trial. 
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ut  when  a  motion  is  made  in  arrest  of 
idgment,  or  for  eitablidiing  the  ▼erdict* 
•y  entering  it  up  accordiog  to  the  legal 
mport  of  the  words,  it  must  be  on  the 
;round  of  something  appearing  on  the 
ecord;  and  the  Court,  in  considering 
rhether  the  verdict  shall  be  established  or 
lOt,  are  so  confined  to  the  record,  that 
liey  cannot  take  notice  of  any  thing  that 
oes  not  appear  on  theface  of  it ;  to  make 
se  of  the  legal  phrase,  they  cannot  travel 
ut  of  the  record.  The  noble  judge  did 
ravel  out  of  the  record,  and  I  affirm, 
bercfore,  that  his  conduct  was  irregular, 
xtrajudicial,  and  unprecedented;  and  I 
m  sure  there  is  not  a  lawyer  in  England 
bat  will  contradict  me.  His  real  motive 
>r  doing  what  he  knew  to  be  wrong,  was, 
bat  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  tell- 
)g  the  public  extrajudiciallv,  that  the 
ther  three  judges  agreed  with  him  in  the 
octrine  laid  down  in  his  charge. 

Lord  Camden  asked,  if  lord  Mansfield 
leant  to  have  his  paper  entered  upon  the 
ournals.  To  which  lord  Mansfield  an- 
nrered,  No !  no!  only  to  leave  it  with  the 
lerk. 

Thus  in  fact,  lord  Mansfield,  after  hav- 
ig  had  the  House  summoned,  made  no 
lotion  at  all ;  but  contented  himself  with 
iforming  the  House,  that  the  Paper  in 
uestion  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk,  for 
ny  lord  to  take  a  copy  who  chose  it ;  nor 
ould  any  lord  make  a  motion  upon  the 
round  of  the  Clerk's  having  the  paper, 
o  more  than  they  could  if  the  noble  lord 
ad  told  them  that  the  paper  was  left  at 
he  Royal  Oak,  or  the  CalTs-head  club, 
n  either  of  these  cases,  the  lords  might 
ave  satisfied  their  curiosity,  but  could  not, 
s  lords  of  parliament,  proceed  upon  it. 
adeed,  lord  Mansfield  did  not  pretend  to 
ly,  that  in  their  corporate  capacity,  as  a 
louse  of  Peers,  they  could  take  the  least 
otice  of  the  paper;  and  he  himself  did 
ot  ground  any  motion  upon  it. 

The  House  of  Lords  cleared  of  Stran* 
ers  whilst  a  Peer  vms  speaking,}  After 
lis  business  was  over. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  stood  up,  in 
rder  to  make  a  motion ;  his  grace  spoke 
^ith  an  uncommpn  degree  of  eloquence '; 
rst,  upon  the  just  complaints  of  the  peo- 
le,  and  the  contempt  with  which  those 
omplaints  had  been  treated.  His  grace 
Sen  described  the  state  of  the  nation,  and 
Se  defenceless  condition  in  which  it  con- 
mued,  from  the  supinenesa  qf^  m\  ;the 


didike  that  was  every  where  shewn  to  ad- 
ministration. Ask  the  cheers  of  the  army, 
and'  they  will  confess  they  cannot  get  re- 
cruits. His  grace  then  lamented  the  want 
of  a  sufficient  naval  power  to  guard  the 
garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca:  he 
declared  our  possession  of  Gibraltar  was 
of  the  utmost  service  to  us;  that  our  hold- 
ing a  fort  in  the  Spanish  kingdom  so  man; 
years  was  at  the  same  time  equally  an 
honor  to  our  crown,  and  a  degradation  to 
that  of  Spain ;  that  it  was  therefore  in- 
disputable, that  the  Spaniards  would  bo 
very  glad  to  repossess  themselves  of  that 
garrison,  and  would,  in  case  of  a  rupture, 
seize  the  first  opportunity  of  driving  us 
from  it ;  at  this  time  his  grace  declared, 
there  were  but  two  of  our  ships  at  Gibraltar; 
and  one  of  them  has  proved  so  leaky  she 
could  not  keep  the  sea- 
Here  his  grace  was  interrupted  by  lord 
Gower,  who  desired  that  the  House  might 
be  cleared  of  all  but  those  who  had  a  right 
to  sit  there ;  he  observed,  that  when  mo- 
tions were  brought  on  by  surprise,  and  the 
members  of  that  House  had  no  previous 
notice  to  enable  them  to  suess  at  what 
they  might  consist  of,  and  when  upon 
those  motions  such  tiling  came  out  as 
ought  not  to  be  publicly  divulged,  no  per- 
sons but  peers  should  hear  them,  as  m  a 
House  so  crowded  as  the  present,  there 
might  be  emissaries  from  the  court  of 
Spain  and  other  powers.  And,  indeed, 
another  reason  why  the  House  ought  to  be 
cleared,  was,  that  persons  were  admitted 
who  took  note^  of  what  had  passed,  as  was 
evident  from  a  speech  made  by  a  noble 
lord,  which  his  lordship  declared  he  had  at 
that  time  in  his  pocket  in  print;  there 
was  a  standing  oruer  of  the  House,  that 
none  but  peers  should  come  there,  and  it 
was  through  indulgence  that  at  any  time 
admittance  was  granted  to  any  other 
persons. 

The  standing  order  of  the  House  was 
then  read,  when  the  duke  of  Richmond 
t  up,  and  defended  what  the  duke  of 
ancnester  had  said,  observing,  that 
though  it  was  very  true  any  lord  had  a 
right  to  order  the  House  to  be  cleared,  yet 
that  their  doing  it  now  would  alarm  the 
people,  who  would  immediately  suppose 
they  were  afraid  their  proceedings  soould 
be  known ;  and  added,  that  the  noble  duke 
not  having  been  charged  by  the  earl  with 
dborder,  the  earl  w{is  irregular  in  moving 
to  clear  the  House  while  the  duke  was 
speaking.  Immediately  a  violent  outcry 
aroaci  and  sH  became  clamour,  and  con* 
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ftnidd.  Clear  tti«  Heiufel  CldUr  Ad 
House!  was  echoed  from  side  to  side* 
The  duke  of  Richmond's  voiee  wis 
drowned  in  thedamoUr;  lord  Chatham^ 
shocked  at  the  indecemnr  of  sudi  proceed* 
Ingy  arose,  hoping  that  his  age,  his  sendees, 
his  abilities^  would  force  attention ;  but 
in  vain.  Lord  Chatham  continued  speaks 
Ingy  without  being  heard,  for  softie  tlme^ 
He  sent  the  duke  of  Richmond  to  the 
Speaker  Herd  Mansfield)  to  acquaint  his 
lordship  ne  wanted  to  speak  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  standing  order*  But  he 
6ould  not  be  heard.  The  taste  was  evi- 
dently for  lord  Denbigh's  eloquence. 
Lord  Chatham  at  leneth,  wearied  outwith 
inBult,  declared,  that  if  he  was  not  to  have 
the  privilege  of  a  lord  of  parliament,  and 
to  be  allowed  the  exercise  of  free  debate, 
it  was  needless  and  idle  for  him  to  attend 
parliament^  He  left  the  House,  and  about 
18  lords  followed  his  example. 
^  No  sooner  were  these  noble  persons  re- 
tired, than,  as  if  the  design  of  the  minis- 
try hfd  been  to  tell  the  world,  that  the 
presence  of  those  members  was  the  only 
check  that  controled  them  from  the  most 
violent  absurdities,  they  insisted  on  the 
teembers^of  the  House  of  Commons  being 
turned  out.  In  the  crowd  some  of  the 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  repre- 
aented  that  the^  were  in  the  act  of  tneir 
duty^  attending  witli  a  Bill ;  thcnr  were, 
however,  forced  to  withdrawy  till  the  mes- 
sage was  delivered,  and  they  then  attend- 
ed their  Bill  in  a  pretty  lai^e  body.  They 
had  no  sooner  delivered  the  Bill,  than  the 
dutcry  began  again  ;  time  was  not  given 
them  io  see  whether  thev  would  return  or 
Hot  of  their  own  accord,  but  they  were, 
in  an  unprecedented  manner,  hooted  out 
of  the  House.  Their  noisy,  indecent, 
tumultuous  proceedings,  having  driven 
away  a  large,  respectable,  independent 
part  of  their  own  body,  they  then  pro- 
tbeeded  to  affront 'the  whole  Commons  of 
England. 


^      Protest  against  clebring  the  House  of 
iSirnngersJ]     On  this  extratirdinary  occa- 
sion the  following  Protest  was  entered  upon 
the  Journals : 

«  Dissentient, 
'*<  Because  a  peer,  being  in  the  course  of 
a  most  spirited  but  proper  and  decent 
Speech,  introductory  to  a  motion  of  im- 
portance to  the  public  safety,  which  he 
declared  it.  his  intei^tion  to  make,  wiis, 
iinder  pretence  of  speaking  to  order.  In- 
terrljpted  m  a  manner  equally  insidious 


and  diwrdei'ly.  Wlen  the  peer 
improperly  and  gronndlesdy  ioteirapiadi 
and  tne  staadioff  order  No«  1  IS, 
to  the  clearing  of  the  Havse,  rdad, 
peer  getting  op  io  speak  to  order 
this  astonishiDg  inteituplkm^  txNild  ini 
obtain  a  bating.  '  The  irregular,  clatfwpi> 
eus,  and  indecent  behatioar  of  amwad 
lords  who  eailed  out  ineessantljr.  Clear  the 
House  1  Clear  the  House!  rendered  al 
aimiment,  and  all  representatioD  i^mhi  the 
subject,  utterly  impracticable. 

**  This  indecent  and  hitherto  ODpreoe^ 
dented  uproar  ^as  continued,  even  whetf 
the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsack  stood  up 
with  his  hat  off  to  explain  order ;  the  same 
tumult,  which  at  first  interrupted  the  lord 
in  his  speech,  and  did  not  permit  the  lord 
who  spoke  to  order  to  be  heard,  prevented 
also  any  information  from  the  wookack. 

<<  In  this  unexpected  tamult,  in  whscft 
every  idea  of  parliamentary  dignity,  the 
right  of  free  deoate,  all  pretence  to  reteoa 
and  argument  were  lost  and  annihilated, 
despairmg  of  being  able  to  hear  or  to  be 
heard,  we  found  ourselves  at  length  oblig- 
ed to  leave  the  House ;  and  we  6annot, 
without  the  utmost  concern,  reflect  upon 
the  method  in  which  the  House  was  dear' 
ed,  thinking  the  personal  interference  dl 
peers,  and  their  going  to  the  bar  to  re- 
quire the  members  of  the  other  House  to 
withdraw,  to  be  equally  dero^tory  from 
the  dignity  of  the  Lords,  and  ^srespectfbl 
to  the  House  of  Commons* 

**We  must  consider  this  proceeding 
(too  manifestly  premeditated  and  prepare 
ed)  to  have  been  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  preclude  enquiry  on  the  part  of 
the  lords,  and,  under  colour  of  conoeah'ng 
secrets  of  state,  to  hide  from  the  public 
eye,  the  unjustifiable  and  criminal  n^- 
lects  of  the  ministry,  in  not  making  sum* 
cient  and  timely  provision  for^the  national 
honour  and  secunty. 

**  We  therefore  do  now  most  solemnlj 
protest  against  the  whole  of  this  irregular 
conduct,  88  tending  to  suppress  the  sober 
and  dispassionate  ddiberation  which  ooght 
to  guide  the  profceedings  of  this  Rouse, 
and  to  substitute  clamour  and  violence  in 
the  place  ci£  reason  and  argatnentr-'— 
(Signed)  Richmond,  Rockinsham,  Chit^ 
ham,  Northumberiand,  Huntn^ 
don,  Wycombe,  Fitzwillittn,  Aber^ 

Savenny,    Portland,    tVmrington, 
fandiester,  Mfkon,  BdUm,  Ab-^ 
ingdon,  Ponsonby,  Devonshire.** 

Then  it  #as  moved  and  agreed  ton 
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«  That  the  lord  on  the  wookack  be  d6iired 
9gire  «triot  ordett  to  the  «fficen  of  this 
ilMse,  that  no  penon  be  permitted  to  be 
DaojT  Mrtef  the  House  diMriag  the  sitting 
hekM^  eicoept  such  who  have  a  right  to 
le  In  the  House  according  to  the  itanding 
iders.'* 

Lord  Catnden*s  QuesHons  io  Lord 
4Mufield  rupecting  his  Charge  to  the 
^ur^on  Mr.  Woo^folPB  Trial.']    Dec.  11. 

Lord  Camden  attacked  lord  Mansfield  in 
be  following  words :  My  lords,  I  consider 
be  Paper  delivered  in  by  the  noble  lord  on 
lie  woolsack,  as  a  challenge  directed  per- 
onally  to  me,  and  I  accept  of  it ;  he  has 
brown  down  the  glove,  and  I  take  it  up. 
ndirect  contradiction  to  him,  I  maintuini 
list  his  doctrine  is  not  the  law  of  England, 
am  ready  to  enter  into  the  debate  when- 
ver  the  noble  lord  will  fix  a  day  for  it.  I 
esire,  and  insist,  that  it  may  be  an  early 
ne.^He  then  proposed  the  following 
luestions  to  lord  Mansfield,  and  desired 
0  have  his  lordship's  Answers  i 

1.  <<  Does  the  opinion  mean  to  declare, 
hat  upon  the  eeneral  issue  of  Not  Guilty, 
a  tlie  case  of  a  seditious  libel,  the  jury 
lave  no  right  by  law  to  examine  the  inno- 
ence  or  criminality  of  the  paper,  if  they 
bink  fit,  and  to  form  their  verdict  upon 
uch  examination  I 

S.  *'  Does  the  opinion  mean^o  declare, 
bat  in  the  case  above  mentioned,  where 
be  jury  have  delivered  in  their  verdict 
;ailty,  that  this  verdict  has  found  the  fact 
»nly,  and  not  the  law  ? 

3.  ^*  Is  it  to  be  understood  by  this  opi- 
ion,  that  if  the  jury  come  to  the  bar,  and 
ay  that  they  find  the  printing  and  pub- 
ishing,  but  that  the  paper  is  no  libel,  and 
a  that  case  the  jury  have  found  the  de- 
endant  guilty  generally,  and  the  verdict 
nust  be  so  entered  up  r 

4.  *<  Whether  the  opinion  means  to  say, 
bat  if  the  judge,  at^er^giving  his  opinion 
f  the  innocence  or  criminality  of  tne  pe- 
er, should  leave  the  consideration  of  toat 
natter,  together  with  the  printing  and 
•ublishing,  to  the  jury,  such  a  direction 
rould  be  contrary  to  law  ? 

5.  <*  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  whether  dead 
r  living  judges,  then  absent,  did  de<^re 
heir  opinions  in  open  court,  and  whether 
be  noble  lord  has  any  note  of  such  opi- 
ions^ 

6h  ^  Whether  they  declared  sudi  opi- 
lions,  after  solemn  arguments,  or  upon  any 
oint  judicially  before  them  V* 

Lord  Momfiddtef^^  thai  tbis  method 


of  pr^Hning  questioas  to  liim,  was  taking 
him  by  Surprise ;  that  it  was  unfair ;  and 
that  he  would  not  answer  interrogatories. 
Lord  Camden  then  pressed  for  a  day  to  be 
appointed  for  the  noble  lord  to  give  in  hi^ 
answers,  and  said,  he  was  ready  to  meet 
htm  at  any  time  upon  his  ground  of  law. 
Lord  Mansfield  shuffled  a  good  deal ;  bu^, 
at  last,  was  brought  to  pledge  himself  to 
the  House,  that  the  matter  should  be  dis- 
cussed. The  duke  of  Richmond  then 
congratulated  the  House  upon  the  noble 
lord's  having  pledged  himself  to  the  point. 
This  brought  lord  Mansfield  up  again ;  he 
said,  he  did  not  pledce  himselt  to  the 
House,  he  only  said,  tneit  he  should  here- 
after give  his  opinion.  And  as  to  fixing  a 
day,  he  said,  No,  I  will  not  fix  a  day. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  then  made  the 
motion  which  he  was  prevented  doing  thb 
day  before,  and  wfatcti  was,  *<  To  desire 
his  Majesty  would  be  pleased  to  send  a 
proper  force  to  Gibraltar  and  the  islands 
of  Minorca  and  Jamaica,  for  their  proper 
and  sufficient  defence  at  this  time.''  He 
shewed  the  naked  state  of  all  our  posses- 
sions abroad,  and  our  defenceless  state  at 
home;  and  all  this  was  owing,  he  said,  t6 
the  incapacity  and  pusillammitv  of  the 
King's  ministers,  who  were  abhorred  at 
home  and  despised  abroad. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham^  in  a  fine  speech, 
confirmed  this  melancholy  state  of  our  af- 
fairs ;  and  added,  that  he  had  received  in- 
telligence of  a  plan  being  formed  to  attack 
Gibraltar. 

Lord  Sandwich  said,  there  might  be 
such  a  plan  ;  and  what  then  ?  Gibraltar, 
he  said,  was  open  to  the  sea,  and  we  could 
retake  it,  if  we  pleased ;  though,  upon  the 
whole,  he  did  not  think  it  was  of  much 
importance. 

The  question  being  put;  14  were  for  it, 
and  40  against  it.* 

Debate  in  the  Comtnons  on  some  of  their 
Members  being  turned  out  of  the  House  qf 
Lords.']\    December  10.    This  day  the 

*  No  straogera,  not  even  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Commoos,  were  this  day  admitted  ; 
the  Lords  having  given  strict  orders  to  all  their 
officers  and  door-keepers  not  to  admit,  for  the 
futore,  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  ex- 
cept such  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
as  should  come  to  present  Bills,  and  they  In 
depart  as  soon  as  they  had  made  their  usnal 
obediences, 
t  LoadonMnseam.— Geotl«oian*8  Hagaxiaeb 
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-House  being  in  a  Committee  on  the  Ord- 
nance ^timateS)  the  Debate  was  suddenly 
.kiterrupted  by 

Mr.  George  Ondofw^  who  had  just  been 
turned  out  of  the  House  of  Lords.  As 
aoon  as  he  had  taken  his  seat  he  rose  and 
"■aid :  Sir,  I  have  a  motion  to  make»  and  I 
dare  say  every  gentleman  will  be  convinced 
of  the  propriety  of  it;  which  is,  that  the 
House  oe  cleared  immediately ;  nay,  I  in- 
sist upon  it,  as  a  circumstance  has  happen- 
ed to  me  within  these  five  minutes,  which 
makes  it  necessary.  1  desire,  Sir,  the 
House  to  be  cleared.  Peers  and  all. 

Mr. Burke*  No!  noi  no!  don't  clear 
the  House;  the  House  ought  not  to  be 
cleared. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townshend,  and  a  majo- 
rity, were  against  the  House  being  clear- 
ed ;  but  the  Resolution  of  the  House  be- 
ing referred  to  and  read  by  the  Clerk,  all 
were  ordered  to  withdraw,  excepting  such 
as  were  members;  and  the  House  was 
cleared  accordingly ;  but  not  without  great 
opposition.  The  House  was  cleared  at 
ten  minutes  past  four.  The  lords  turned 
out  were,  the  dukes  of  Richmond,  Man- 
chester, Bolton,  and  Portland,  marquis  of 
Rockingham,  earl  Fitzwilliam,  &c.  As 
'soon  as  the  House  was  cleared, 

Mr.  Dempster  said,  I  hope  we  shall  not 
proceed  on  any  business  till  we  have  done 
ourselves  justice  upon  this  insult  commit- 
ted by  the  House  of  Lords.  I  was  one 
who  underwent  the  indignity  of  being 
turned  out  of  their  House ;  and  I  there- 
lore  move,  that  this  Committee  do  imme- 
diately break  up,  that  we  may  consider 
what  ought  to  be  done  on  this  occasion, 
with  the  Speaker  in  the  chair. 

Lord  John  Cavendish*  I  agree  with 
the  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  as  to  the 
insult,  but  hope  he  will  suffer  us  to  finish 
the  business  the  Committee  is  upon,  and 
we  may  afterwards  proceed  on  any  motion 
he  may  have  to  make  in  the  House. 

The  members  cried  out.  Aye,  Aye. 
The  Committee  soon  broke  up,  and  the 
Speaker  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  Dunning  : 

Sir ;  I  agree  with  my  tion.  friend 
who  spoke  some  time  a^o,  that  we 
ought  to  do  ourselves  justice  upon  this 
proceeding  of  the  Lords;  for,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  I  am  far  from  being  sa- 
tisfied with  doing  nothing  more  than  what 
the  right  hon;  geudeman  on  the  Treasury 


bench  (Mr.  Onslow)  proposed  some 
ago  -—  the  clearing  the  House  of  afi 
strangers.  Because  the  Lords  have  ioA^ 
ceotly  turned  us  out»  I  do  not  thidc  we 
shall  do  enough  in  barely  following  so  had 
an  example.  I  am  by  no  means  ■«»V*^ 
with  mere  retaliation.  The  Lords  are  Ike 
aggressors;  they  have  indecently  turned 
us  out,  and  it  is  not  enough  after  the  in- 
dignity we  have  suffered,  that  we  shoold 
merely  turn  out  them.  I  think  we  oii^ht  to 
go  further ;  and  I  for  one,  will  not  rest  tffl 
further  en(^uiry  has  been  made  into  this 
matter,  which  has  the  appearance  of  a  de- 
termination to  insult  us.  I  therefore  move^ 
*<  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
spect the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords 
of  this  day,  as  to  what  Proceedings  and 
Resolutions  are  therein,  with  relation  Ca 
the  not  permitting  any  persons  to  be  pre- 
sent in  any  part  of  the  said  House^  doling 
the  sitting  thereof.'^ 

Mr.  George  Onsloito  : 

Sir ;  when  I  moved  some  time  ago, 
that  the  House  should  be  cleared,  it  was 
in  consequence  of  the  Lords  having  turn- 
ed several  members  of  this  House  oat  ef 
theirs ;  I  considered  it  as  an  act  df  inci- 
vility and  disrespect  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, of  whose  dignity  I  am  too  jealous, 
not  to  retaliate  any  behaviour  that  appears 
to  infringe  it.  I  was  impatient  to  have 
this  House  exert  the  same  power  over  the 
Lords,  which  the  Lords  had  exerted-over 
this  House.  It  shall  never  be  my&nlt^ 
as  long  as  I  have  a  seat  here,  if  we  are 
not  even  with  them.  But,  Sir,  I  then 
thought,  and  1  think  still,  that  retaliation 
is  all  that  is  in  our  power,  and  all  that 
ought  to  be  in  our  wish.  The  Lords  have 
vidated  no  law  of  parliament,  nor  in- 
fringed any  privilege  of  this  House ;  tfaej 
have  refusea  us  a  favour,  indeed,  bat  I 
cannot  think  that  they  have  either  in- 
jured or  insulted  us.  What  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  in  view  by  moving,  that  th» 
Journals  of  the  Lords  should,  on  this  oe^ 
casion,  be  inspected,  it  is  beyond  the 
power  of  my  imagination  to  conceive. 
The  Journals  can  only  tell  us  what  we 
know  already,  that  the  Lords  have  a  right 
to  clear  their  House ;  it  is  true,  that  thejr 
have  unhandsomely  exerted  th^  r^hc, 
but  we  cannot  question  its  existence;  nei- 
ther can  we  without  the  grossest  ab- 
surdity, appear  to  ouesdon  it,  by  searcking 
their  Journals,  at  ttie  very  time,  when  we 
not  only  claim,  but  exert  the  same  right 
against  them.    Let  us  exclude  then,,  as 


)25j  hing  turned  out  of  the  ftouse  6fLor^  A.  IX  17?0i  [IS9(t 


Qg  as  they  think  proper  to  exclude  us : 
fancy  they  will  tire  firsts  *  and  at  length 
coYer  their  .sensea  and  good  humour. 
iQ  motion,  I  am  sure,  setting  aside  the 
\y  of  it,  can  tend  only  to  promote  ill 
M)d  between  us,  which  we  should  all 
sh  to  avoid ;  and  therefore  I  shall  give 
J  vote  against  it. 

Colonel  BarrS  : 

The  right  hon.  .gentleman  has,  I 
ink,  with  great  reason  intimated  that 
s  Lords  have  acted  as  if  they  were  out 

their  senses ;  but  I  think  we  shall  act 
too,  if  we  adopt  his  opinion,  that  the 
itter  should  rest  where  it  is.  It  is  to 
s  outrageous  and  daring  behaviour  of 
rtain  lards,  who  trust  to  their  majoritv. 
It  we  are  indebted  for  this  insult*  It 
a  .a  conduct  that  shocked  the  honest 
rt  of  that  noble  assembly,  who  acted  in 
nanner  worthy  of  their  principles,  and 
thdrew,  that  they  might  not  give  it  a 
iction  by  their  presence.  I  was  myself 
35ent,  and  do  affirm,  that  no  Cockpit 

Bear-garden  ever  equalled  the  horrid 
lecency,  which  I  was  there  witness  to. 
'i  we  give  up  the  rights  of  our  const!- 
mts  and  our  own  honour,  if  we  do  not 
lent  this  usage  in  an  adequate  and  pro- 
r  manner;  what  has  been  done  is,  in 
r  opinion,  neither  proper  nor  adequate, 
hink  It  as  improper  in  us  to  turn  the 
•rds  out  of  this  House,  as  it  was  in  the 
irds  to  turn  the  members  of  this  House 
t  of  theirs:  and  I  am  sure,  that  by 
opting  a  conduct  which  has  disgraced 
^m,  it  can  never  make  a  reasonable  sa* 
action  for  the  insult  that  has  been  of- 
ed  to  us ;  1  am  therefore  for  the  mo- 
n,  and  hope  that  it  will  go  farther. 

Lord  North  .• 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  ho- 
nour of  the  other  House,  1  think  that 
:  dignity  will  always  depend  upon  that 
Dur  own :  and  surely,  while  we  are  com- 
iniog  of  unfriendly,  and,  I  tliink,  im- 
»per  treatment  from  the  Lords,  it  is 
oily  inconsistent  with  our  dignity  to 
Per  any  part  of  that  House  to  be  reviled, 
such  iangu&ge  aa  we  have  just  heard, 
h  respect  to  those  who  have  thought 
to  difter  with  what  the  hon.  gentleman, 
o  spoke  last,  has  thought  (it  to  call  the 
lest  part  of  the  House.  I  will  not  dis- 
;e  the  hou.  gentleman's  knowledge  of 
dialect  and  behaviour  which  distin- 
sh  Cockpits  and  Bear-gardens,  nor  the 
icacy  of  seqUinent  and  decorum  of  ex- 


pression, by  which  he  so  eminently  dis^ 
tinguished  himself.  He  may  probably 
have  been  more  shocked  than  a  person  of 
less  exquisite  sensibility  and  scrupulous 
punctilio,  by  the  *  horrid  indecency/ 
which  he  was  witness  to  in  the  other 
House ;  but  what  right  has  that  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  brand  those,  who  have  comr- 
mitted  an  indecorum,  with  dishonesty? 
Let  us  at  least  remember  that  we  are  geiK 
tlemen,  and  as  such  js^'ve  no  countenance 
to  illiberal  abuse.  The  conduct  of  the 
Lords,  in  clearing  their  House  of  all 
strangers  indiscriminately,  including  the 
members  of  this,  I  condemn  as  much  a^ 
any  body ;  and  I  wish  that,  upon  this  oc-> 
casion,  the  Lords  only  had  been  turned 
out  of  ours,  that  we  might  more  particu- 
larly have  shewn  a  proper  resentment  oC 
their  behaviour,  and  convinced  them  that 
they  must  expect  no  admission  here,  while 
we  are  excluded  from  above :  bat  I  agree 
with  my  right  hon.  friend,  who  sits  near 
me,  that  retaliation  is  all  that  is  in  our 
power,  and  therefore  all  we  should  at- 
tempt. Searching  the  Journals  of  the 
Lords  upon  this  occasion  will  be  wholly 
useless  in  itself,  and  therefore  disgraceful 
to  us.  I  am  clearly  against  the  motion* 
and  to  put  an  end  to  it,  I  move  you  to  ad-^ 
joum. 

Lord  Beauchamp  t 

I  second  the  noble  ford's  motionj^ 
and  must  say  that  I  never  heard  a  more 

Sreposterous  proposal  than  to  inspect  the 
oumals  of  the  other  House,  when  no  il- 
legal or  unconstitutional  extension  of  their 
rights  is  so  much  as  pretended.  It  is 
enough  for  this  House  to  proceed  pari 
passu  with  the  other;  and  when  they  are 
ill  huriioured  or  peevish  enough  to  shut 
their  doors  against  us,  to  shut  our  doors 
against  ^em.  We  have  the  best  remedy 
in  our  hands ;  let  us  -apply  that  and  no 
other. 

Lord  George  Cavendish  : 

^  I  think  this  is  a  question,  in  which 
the.  honour  of  the  House  is  much  con* 
cerned;  and  I  wonder.  Sir,  (turning  to 
Mr.  Onslow)  that  the  ghost  of  a  great 
predecessor  of  yours  does  not  rise  to  ex« 
press  his  indignation  at  seeine  his  son  op- 
pose a  motion  for  asserting  the  dignity  of 
this  House  against  the  impertinence  of  the 
other. .  He  did  me  the  honour  to  say, 
that  my  family,  though  nearly  allied  to  the 
peerage,  was  idways  ready  to  support  the 
dignity  of  the  House  of  Commons;  «d4 


Mr.  George  Onshu) : 

Sir,  I  must  make  it  my  request  too, 
that  you  will  appoint  me  also  a  Teller  in 
this  question,  that  my  name  may  be  trans- 
mitted to  posterity  with  that  of  my  noble 
iViend  upon  the  same  occasion.  I  flatter 
myself,  that  my  regard  for  the  honour  of 
the  House  of  Commons  will  appear  as 
conspicuous  as  his,  to  those  who  snali  con- 
aider  the  matter,  when  the  tumult  of  pas- 
pion  shaJl  have  subsided.  The  authority^ 
which  the  noble  lord  has  cited,  will  always, 
as  he  well  knows,  be  admitted  with  the 
utmost  reverence  and  submission  by  me ; 
but  I  hope  he  will  sufier  me  to  juage  of 
that  authority  for  myself.  1  am  certain, 
that  the  opinion  of  the  person,  whose  me- 
tnory  I  so  much  honour,  would  concur 
with  my  own  upon  this  occasion,  because 
bis  character  and  behaviour  were  always 
consistent,  and  his  determinations  have 
been  similar  in  similar  circumstances. 
The  nofble-  lord,  I  think,  cannot  seriously 
accuse  me  of  being  on  the  side  of  the 
Lords  in  this  afiair,  i|s  my  earnestness  to 
return  the  -  compliment  they  had  paid  us, 
must  prove  the  contrary.  I  shall  only 
repeat '  my  opinion,  that  retaliation  is  the 
proper,  the  only  proper  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, and  that  to  do  more  would  be  wild- 
ness  and  absurdity  in  the  last  excess. 

The  motion  of  adjournment  being  put, 
the  House  inmiediately  divided.  The  Noes 
went  forth : 

Tellers. 

{Lord  Geo.  Cavendish  '% 
Mr.  Thomas  Towns-  V  ^. 
hend,  jun.   **    *    *  J 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

:  Dec.  IS.  A  motion  was  made,  and  the 
question  being  put,  ^  That  a  Conference 
be  desh-ed  with  the  Lords,  upon  a  matter 
highly  concerning  the  good  eoireipond* 
ence  between  the  Two  Hooses  of  nrlia- 
inent,  and  the  mutual  milky  usually 
shewn  by  «aeh  House  to  the  Members  of 
the  other  House  f*  the  House  4mded« 
Hie  Yeas  woBifoith; 


Yeas 


Nobs 


{ 


Tders. 
Lord  John  Cftvendish 


iSfT]       11  GEORGE  HI.  DOaU  in  ik$  OmnkM  AH  0I 

as  I  desire  always  to  maintain  that  charac*- 
ter,  I  beg,  Sir  [to  the  Speaker]  that  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  appoint  me  a  Teller 
in  this  division,  that  I  may  stand  upon 
the  Journals  as  a  IViend  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  a  dispute  with  the  Lords. 


} 


[m 


42. 


Mr.  Byng  ... 

rSir  Alex.  Gilmour    •  1  «, 
JMr.  Charles  Fox  -  -  j  ''* 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

December  14>.  Lord  George  Gfrmaut 
moved,  *^  That  the  Speaker  de  wiile  to 
such  eldest  sons  and  hdrs  appsrauof 
peers,  king's  Serjeants,  and  msften  k 
chancery,  as  are  members  of  this  Hook, 
and  to  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Geoeni, 
and  request  them  to  attend  in  their  places 
every  day,  at  two  of  the  clock,  and  to  ai> 
aist  in  carrying  Bills  to  the  liOrdi." 

Lord  George  Cavendish  seconded  tb 
motion. 

Lord  George  Gemudne^  amoofjodier 
things  in  support  of  his  motion,  sod,  tbat 
what  he  had  been  ureiog  was  forttebo- 
Qour  of  the  nation,  m  which  be  didde* 
clare»  he  greatly  interested  hinisel£ 

Governor  Johnstone^*  in  a  replft  toek 
occasion  to  say,  that  he  wondered  tbt 
noble  lord  should  interest  himself » 
deeply  in  the  honour  of  hiscountiy,  vln 
he  nad  been  hitherto  so  regardless  of  b 
own.* 

*  These  words  occastoned  a  duel ;  the  pi^ 
titulars  of  whieli  are  as  follow :  Otrasff 
Jobastoee's  speech  was  aot,  at  the  time  it  v* 
ddivsred,  heard  by  lord  George  0«iptiae»l^ 
it  was  sooo  Qommooieated  to  blm  by  bis  fri«*j 
aod  be  declared  be  was  sorry  that  br  w 
missed  the  opportunity  of  mtkioff  to  uM^ 
replication;  but  that,  however,  hewooMutt 

E roper  notice  of  it.  On  Monday  tbe  irtk  <■ 
December  1770,  governor  Johostose  »« ^ 
tending  the  Committee,  who  were  aUiPfM 
the  petitions  relative  to  the  embaoko)eoli| 
Durham- jfard,  when  Mr.  Tboiaai  TivDibcM 
eane  to  hiro,  and  desiring  to  ^peak  wiik  vaj 
took  him  into  aaotber  i-oon,  where  be  Mt 
him,  alter  making  a  very  polite  and  tfeDdeoHB* 
like  excuse,  as  to  what  share  be  bsd  v  ^ 
business  he  came  upon,  that  tbe  reflecM|  k 
had  cast  on  tbe  character  of  lord  Gfoi|e^ 
maine,  though  not  heard  by  himaeU  it  j^ 
time,  bad  bees  oommaaicated  to  biajy" 
firiends ;  and  that  in  oonseyieBflitlordWg 
had  befo^  of  him  to  wait  oa  (^'^''^Jt'J 
at«ao,  to  desire  he  iroald  retrspt  what  bp  m 
said ;  that,  for  bis  own  part,  be  shssid  be  c^ 
cecdiogly  sorry  to  have  a  quarrel  iM|ip^  *^ 
tween  two  gentlemen  whom  be  ^^"^^J^ 
for  whom  he  had  a  great  respect,  aafl  ^ 
fore  hoped,  |o  prevent  the  conse^oM**,  CJ 
vernor  Jehhttone  would  retract  whatsei* 
said  tespsetiag  Mrti  Gesifar  Ths9«**^ 
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After  some  debate,  the  Hooie  divided, 
'he  Yeas  went  fovth. 

Tellers. 

v..„  fGeneral  Irwlne  -  -  -  l  «« 
^^^  t Alderman  Sawbridge  $ 

NoKs  I^'-  Onslow 1  .^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Lord  George  Cavendish  then  moved. 
That  no  member  of  this  House  shall  go 
ito  the  House  of  Lords  while  that  House^ 
r  any  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  is 
itting  there,  without  the  leave  of  this 
louse;"  but  Mr.  G.  Onslow  moving, 
iiat  the  order  of  the  day  might  be  read, 
he  question  was  put  thereupon  ;  when 
dere  appeared  for  Mr.  OmIow's  motion 
03,  agamst  it  38. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  and  Sir  George 
aville  both  declared,  that  they  would 
ot  go  up  to  the  Lords  with  any  Bills, 
ven  though  they  might  relate  to  the 
ounty  and  town  they  had  the  honour  to 

epresent. 

» 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  a  Motionjbr 

aid  it  was  rery  true,  be  bad  made  use  of  sucb 
nd  such  expnessioiis  in  the  House ;  that  they 
OQVeyed  his  opinion ;  and  that  he  would  main- 
lin  and  support  it.  Upon  which  Mr.  Town- 
hend  said,  in  that  case,  lord  George  demanded 
tie  sati§factioD  of  a  gentleman  from  him  ; 
rbtch  the  other  declared  be  was  ready  to  give 
is  lordship  at  any  time.  Mr.  Towosbend 
lien  said,  lord  George  was  in  an  adjoining 
oom,  and  if  the  Governor  pleased  they  would 

0  to  him.  The  Governor  assented ;  and  Mr. 
"ownshend  convened  him  lo  the  room  in  which 
>rd  Georgfe  wa»  waiting.  Lord  George  re- 
eated  the  cause  of  quarrel,  and  the  demand 
f  satisfaction,  which  the  other  acquiesced  in  ; 
nd  desired  his  lordship  would  appoint  hb  own 
me  and  place.  Lord  George  then  mentioned 
ie  Ring  in  Hyde- park ;  and,  as  in  affaira  of 
lis  kind,  all  times  were  alike,  the  present  was, 

1  his  opinion,  as  good  a  one  as  any.  Governor 
ohnsione  entirely  agreed  with  lord  George 
8  to  the  place ;  hut  said,  that  as  he  was  now 
Itending  his  duty  in  a  Committee,  on  a  sub- 
let he  had  very  ranch  at  heart,  he  hoped  the 
meeting  lord  George  an  hour  hence  would 
lake  no  diflerence.  Lord  George  said.  No ; 
nd  then  spoke  as  to  seconds,  informing  the 
lovernor  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  desired 
Ir.  Townshend  to  attend 'bira  in  that  light 
■overnor  Johnstone  said,  there  was  little  ooca- 
ion  for  seconds,  and  that^tlierefore  Mr.  Town- 
hend  should  stand  in  that  light  as  to  both  of 
liem.  Governor  Johnstone  further  said,  that 
s  he  bad  at  that  time  an  open  wound  in  bis 
rm,  and  bis  legs  very  much  swelled,  be  oonld 

£  VOL.  XVI.  ] 


defenii^  the  Land  Tax  until  after  the 
Christmas  Recess»2  December  12.  The 
order  of  the  day^being  read,  for  the  House 
to  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  Mr.  Seymour  moved,  <*  That 
it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  said  Committee, 
that  they  do  not  proceed  to  consider  of 
an  aid  to  be  grantea  to  his  Majesty,  by  a 
Land  Tax,  to  be  raised  in  Great  Britain, 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1771,  until  after 
the  next  Recess  for' the  Christmas  holi- 
days, several  members  being  absent  in  the 
country.*' 

The  argument  for  the  motion  was,  that 
as  a  war  was  not  certain,  an  additional 
burthen  should  not  be  laid  upon  the  land 
until  there  was  an  absolute  necessity.  The 
ministry,  contrary  to  the  previous  decla- 
rations of  their  friends,  were  determined  to 
bring  on  the  land-tax  duty,  and  to  increase 
it  to  four  shillings  in  tlie  pound. 

Lord  Norths  speaking  of  the  times,  al- 
tered his  tone  a  little  for  this  night  only. 
He  said,  it  was  precarious  peace — too  pro- 
bable a  war :  that  the  French  and  Spa- 
niards were -making  great  preparations, 
marching  troops'  to  their  coasts,  &c.  that 

wish  they  would  use  pistols;  to  which  lord 
George  saving  it  was  equal  to  him  what  the 
weapons  were,  they  separated ;  and  governor 
Johnstone^returned^o  the  Committee.  In  this 
conference,  as  well  as  through  the  whole  affair, 
both  the  gentlemen  behaved  with  the  greatest 
politeness  to  each  other,  as  well  as  with  the 
greatest  courai^e.  At  the  appoiDted  hour,  lord 
George  and  Mr.  Townshend  were  in  the  Uiog, 
and  soon  after  governor  Johnstone,  accom- 
panied by  sir  James  Lowther,  arrived,  whom 
he  had  happened  to  meet  in  his  way,  and  bad 
solicited  to  go  with  him.  Lord  George  ac- 
costed governor  Johnstone,  and  desired  be 
would  mention  the  distance,  declaring  be  was 
then  lipon  his  ground,  and  the  Governorimight 
take  what  distance  be  pleased.  The  Governor 
was  taken  back  by  tbe  seo^ds,  about  twenty 
small  paces.  The  antagonists  having  prepared 
their  pistols,  lord  George  called  on  the  Governor 
to  6re,  which  the  Governor  refused,  saying, 
thst  as  his  lordship  brought  him  there,  be  must 
fire  first.  Upon  which  lord  George  fired,  and 
then  the  Governor ;  neither  of  the  shots  took 
effect.  Lord  George  then  fired  his  second 
pistol,  and  as  be  was  taking  down  his  arm  tbe 
Governor's  second  ball  bit  his  lordship's  pistol, 
broke  some  part  of  it,  and  one  of  the  splinters 
grazed  his  lordship's  band.  The  seconds  im- 
mediately interposed,  and  the  affair  was  ended. 
Governor  Johnstone  afterwards  declared  to  his 
friends,  that  in  all  tbeaflfairs  of  this  kind  which 
he  ever  knew,  or  was  coneerped  in,  he  never 
fmind,  a  man  behave  with  more  eonrage  and 
coohMM  than  h>rd  Gcoige  did  on  this  oceasioD. 
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Ibe  money  iraoled  tUi  year  would  be 
fix  millioDs— perhaps  moie— he  could  not 
teU. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke  said,  that  the  navy 
was  DOW  in  a  much  better  condition  than 
It  was  in  the  year  1755,  when  the  late  glo- 
rious war  beean ;  that  we  had  at  present 
20  ships  of  Uke  line,  full  manned,  and  fit 
for  action,  and  likewise  90  more  in  com« 
mission,  which  had  got  3,000  seamen  to- 
wards their  C9mplement,  and  would  soon 
be  ready  for  service ;  that  (without  inter- 
rupting the  outward-bound  trade)  we  had 
actually  33,000  seamen  in  pay,  wnich  was 
only  7,000  wanting  of  the  full  number 
Toted  by  parliament. 

This  was  doubted  very  much  by  admi- 
ral Keppel  and  sir  Charles  Saunders.  And 
they  asked,  why,  if  the  navy  was  so  nu- 
merous and  ready  for  service,  a  squadron 
was  not  sent  for  Gibraltar,  (the  garrison  of 
which  was  lower  now  than  in  the  peaceable 
time  of  sir  Robert  Walpole)  and  to  the 
West  Indies  ?  It  was  unpardonable  to 
neglect  those  places. 

«  Sir  Edward  Hanjoke  replied,  that,  for  his 
part,  he  did  not  understand  sending  ships 
abroad,  when,  for  aught  he  knew,  they 
might  be  wanted  to  defend  our  own  coast. 
Many  severe  thin^  were  said  of  the 
ministry;  and,  in  short  they  were  at- 
tacked from  all  sides  of  the  House,  upon 
their  ignorance,  negligence,  baseness,  and 
cowardice.  However,  they  bcessantly 
kept  crying  out,  the  question !  the  ques- 
tion! which  at  length  was  put.  The 
House  divided.    The  Yeasi  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

V*Ao  f  Mr.  Seymour  -  -  -  -  1  ,oi 
^"®  ISir  WffliBm  Meredith  J  ^^^ 
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Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Mutiny 
J^l  Dec.  14.  On  the  order  of  the 
day  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the 
Mutiny  BiU, 

Govmior  PcfumaU  said  he  bad,  upon 
ooDsidering  the  danger  which  might  arise 

*  <<  The  riot  in  the  Hoaae  of  Lords  so  shock- 
ed the  delicaey  of  sir  Fletcher  Norton,  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Conunoas,  that  upon 
QccaswD  of  some  clamour  this  day,  he  called 
to  the  members,  wiib  all  the  softness  of  a  has- 
apon, «  Pray,  9tmlemen,  he  oiderly ;  yoii  ace 

*  almost  as  had  sa  the  other  Heutt."*    MUia 
44vjactiseri, 
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to  the  ooBsftitatimi,  bj  die  imaeiiamy, 
irresponsible  manner  in  whicfaitwsipB. 
mitted  to  the  civil  magistrate,  npoa  enrj 
occasion,  however  slight  and  uanecenanr, 
to  caH  out  the  military  force  and  ana  hia- 
self  with  it;  upon  considering  how  ths 
usage  led  to  tfaeannihikdoo,  at  lesit  to 
the  lowering  die  civil  authori^;  npoa 
considering  what  mtschiefe  might  ariie  to 
the  subject,  by  an  imprudent  and  wanioD 
use  of  this  force ;  upon  oonsidenng,  aid 
he,  these  things  on  one  hand,  and  oo  tiie 
other,  to  what  danfferous  snares  the  dE- 
cers  and  soldiers  of  his  Majesty's  Forces 
were  exposed,  by  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  expected  of  them  to  act  under  their 
summonses ;  he  had  prepared  a  cbose  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  sucb  prevention  might 
ever  be  admitted,  the  effect  and  danger  of 
these  evils,  which  he  should  he  glad  to  of- 
fer in  ihe  Committee,  if  the  Moose  vooid 
authorise  the  Committee  to  receive  iL 
He  said,  that  as  he  understood  by  coimr- 
sation  with  gentlemen  on  all  udes  the 
House,  that  the  idei^  waa  in  gcnenl  ap- 
proved, and  that  there  was  no  opposiciao 
meant  to  be  given  to  it  from  any  quarter, 
he  should  not,  in  this  stage  of  the  bostDea, 
go  into  any  arguments  on  the  point,  vA 
would  only  explain  the  purport  of  it,  vfaidi 
was,  that  a  magistrate  who  should  caS 
forth  the  troops  to  his  assistance,  sbold 
do  it  by  writing,  and  sign  his  name  to  the 
reason  he  gave  for  calhng  out  thii  mili- 
tary  force;  or  that  the  officer  should  tab 
down  the  message  in  writing.  He  ex* 
plained  the  two-fold  efiect  of  this  m  geoe- 
ral,  and  then  read  the  clause. 

General  Irwin  seconded  the  notxa. 
Upon  which  the  House  ^gf^ed  to  order  it 
to  be  brought  up,  and  <'  That  it  be  n  io- 
struction  to  the  said  Committee,  thst  they 
have  power  to  receive  a  clause  or  daosei 
for  regulating  the  manner  in  which  the 
Civil  Magistrate,  requiring  the  aid  aad 
assistance  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his 
Majesty's  forces,  shall  call  for  that  aid  aid 
assistance.'' 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Coo- 
mittee. 

Lord  Barrington  oflfered  a  daose,  par- 
porting  to  keep  concealed  the  oplnioosof 
mdividuab  on  courts- martiaL 

Captiain  Ph^  said,  Aat  ahhoogh  the 
BiB  for  which  the  clause  was  propoeed, 
did  not  affect  the  profession  to  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  belong;  yet,  as  thii 
viatter  mi^t  become  a  pfecedeal  ores* 
appW^wkieii  alight  be  adopted  iathtB» 
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e  law,  he,  as  8iitvaIafRoer»mu8t  object 
it*  The  preceeding  established  by  this 
ase  woulo,  in  all  caNs,  give  the  air  of 

unanimeaB  sentence  to  every  sentence ; 
mid  have  an  untrue  aspect ;  would  be» 
sofloe  cases,  iniurious  tothe  members  of 
i  court-martial,  and  unjust  and  cruel  to 
I  unfortunate  persons  tried;  m  both 
ies,  whether  ccmdeomed  or  acquitted: 

wished,  therefore,  that  the  insertiDg 
s  clause  might  be  at  least  suspended  for 
i  present,  and  that  tlie  noble  lord  would 
thdraw  it. 

Mr.  Cornxjoall  spoke  to  the  same  effect, 
larging  upon  the  argument  by  more  par- 
ular  exemplifications  of  the  effect  of 
:h  proceeding. 

Lord  Barrington  said,  that  the  clause 
question  had  been  proposed  to  him  by 
3  Judge  Advocate,  a  good  man,  and 
irned  m  the  law :  that  it  was  thought  by 
9Se  acquainted  with  the  course  m  pro- 
eding  at  courts-martial,  that  it  might 
ve  a  useful  efiect,  but  that  he  did  not 
tronize  it ;  and,  if  there  were  any  se- 
»us  objections  to  it,  or  even  any  doubt 
out  its  tendency,  he  was  ready  to  with- 
aw  it. 

The  clause  proposed  by  Mr.  Pownall 
18  read,  directing,  '**  That  whenever  the 
ri\  magistrate  called  for  the  officers  or 
Idiers  of  the  army  fto  aid  him,  he  should 
ike  his  requisition  in  writing,  and  give 
e  reason  of  it,  and  sign  bis  name;  or,  if 
t  was  so  circumstanced  that  he  could  not 
*  so,  then  the  officer  called  upon  should 
ke  down  the  message  in  writing  before 
tnesses/*  An  amendment  was  proposed 
'  Mr.  Fuller,  that  after  the  words  *  civil 
agistrate,*  might  be  added,  *  or  officer :' 
is  was  accepted.  One  puzzle  arose  ^as 
the  manner  of  making  this  alteration, 
casioned  by  lord  Clarets  starting  a  cu- 
>us  doubt,  and  insisting  upon  it,  as  to 
e  difficulties  that  must  occur,  if  the  civil 
igistrate  or  officer  could  not  write.  He 
IS  answered,  that  the  military  officer 
ust  take  down  in  writing  such  parole 
essage  as  came  to  him. 

Mr.  Sheriff  Baker  suggested  a  doubt, 
lether  if  any  notice  was  taken  by  parlia* 
ent  of  this  usage,  of  calling  for  the  aid 
'  the  military  force,  it  might  not  be  con- 
rued  into  a  recogtaition  by  parliament  of 
e  practice ;  and  whether  any  resulations 
ade,  or  check  given  in  part  to  this  prac* 
le,  might  not  give  a  sanction  to  the 
Listence.of  tUs  fiweow  and  tb»  use  made 
it? 


Mn  AUeman  Treoo^hkk  wM  be  should 
always  have  a  doubt  of  making  any  vegu* 
latioos  for  a  pmctioe  which  he  thought  ab- 
solutely unneoessary  and  improper;  and, 
whilst  he  was  an  actinc  magistrate  in  the 
city,  he  had  determined  never  to  csil  for, 
or  employ,  or  sufer  to  be  employed,  when 
he  oould  help  it,  this  military  force. 


Sir  TV.  Meredith  said,  that  the  House, 
were  much  obliged  to  the  gentleman  who 
had  brought  forward  a  subject  that  so  well 
deserved  consideration  ;  and  that  it  must 
not  rest  upon  the  doubts  on  which  it  now 
existed. 

I^r  G.  StroUe  expressed  his  satisfottion 
in  hoping,  dMt  the  discussion  of  this  very 
important  subject  might  come  forward  at 
some  future  time,  when  gentlemen,  Irom- 
what  had  been  idready  said  upon  it,  might 
take  occasion  more  fully  to  consider  it* 
That  it  was  a  subject  of  infinite  impor* 
tance;  had  never  yet  been  adverted  to; 
required  a  great  aeal  of  consideraf  ion ; 
that  gmtlemen  who  had  not  particularly, 
as  the  gentleman  who  moved  it  had  done, 
turned  their  thoughts  to  it,  could  not  he- 
prepared  to  discuss,  nauch  less  to  decide 
upon  it,  and  therefore  begged  the  gentle- 
man would,  for  the  present,  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  apprehensive  it  might 
weaken  the  hands  afgovernment. 

Mr.  DoxvdesxceU  said  he  had  seen  the 
motion,  and  had  much  approved  of  it. 
He  saw  that,  in  every  view,  good  might 
arise  from  it;  both  as  it  gave  a'  check  to 
the  magistrate's  lightly  and  wantonly,  at 
his  discretion,  usmg  a  very  dangerous 
power,  and  that  the  regulation  proposed 
put  him  under  a  proper  degree  of  respon- 
sibility ;  at  the  same  time  that  it  put  the 
service  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  while 
thej  were  in  the  act  of  obedience  to  the 
civil  magistrate,  under  a  proper  regulation, 
by  marking  that  they  were  under  those 
orders.  He  said,  in  the  second  place,  that 
he  did  not,  in  any  light,  see  how  it  could 
do  harm;  and  answered  the  objections 
that  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Burke  went  largely  into  the  oli« 
jections  about  the  dagger  of  recognizing 
the  existence  of  our  annual  army,  and  the 
use  made  of  it  too  frequently,  in  a  wanton^ 
dangerous,  mischievous  manner:  both 
those  foots,  whether  as  facts  in  history^  or 
facts  in  law,  did  stand  full  in  the  broad  eye 
cfday.  He  did  not  like  the  teamer  of 
wiakipg  then  out  of  ligh^  leH  toe  kw 
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should  acknowledge  it.  There  they  were, 
and  were  most  dangerout.  The  propos- 
ing, therefore,  a  check  and  ffemed j  to  the 
evil  was  the  most  manly  way.  He  was 
glad  to  find  this  matter  brought  forward. 
IT  gentlemen  were  not  at  present  prepared 
to  consider  it,  he  dared  to  say  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  moved  it  would  withdraw 
it  for  the  present;  but  hoped  that,  on 
some  future  occasion,  it  might  come  for- 
ward into  full  and  ample  discussion,  and 
receive  some  decision. 

Mr.  PfjumaU  said,  that  he  had  not  the 
itch  of  prating ;  was  not  given  to  speech- 
making  ;  and,  therefore,  as  he  had  under- 
stood that  no  opposition  would  be  made  to 
this  motion,  he  had  not,  when  he  pro- 
posed it,  gone  further  in  speaking  to  it, 
than  by  giving  a  general  explanation  of 
the  purport  of  it.  He  beggea,  however, 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  to  point  out 
the  motives  which  induced  him  to  go  into 
this  matter,  and  to  mark  the  grounds  he 
took.     He  had  not  brought  this  forward 

Erecipitately ;  it  was  now  two  years  since 
e  first  determined  upon  it.  The  objec- 
tions which  had  been  now  suggested,  had 
weighed  strongly  with  him,  and  if,  upon  a 
thorough  and  mature  consideration,  he 
had  not  been  fully  sAisfied,  he  should  not 
have  brought  it  now  forward.  He  then 
went  into  a  particular  exphmation  of  the 
grounds  he  took ;  distinguidbed  authority 
from  force ;  shewed  how  governments  are 
always  prone  to  use  force  as  they  lose 
their  authority ;  and^  like  sdioolmasters^ 
have  a  predilection  for  force,  as  the  more 
summary  and  decisive  way;  spoke  fully 
on  the  nature  of  constitutional  force,  as 
the  force  of  the  community,  directed  by 
the  will  of  the  community ;  then  enlarged 
on  the  danger  of  a  military  force,  as  some* 
thing  taken  out  of  the  community ;  shewed 
it  to  be  a  dangerous  weapon  in  the  hands 
of  the  magistrate,  if  he  might  draw  it  at 
his  discretion ;  enlarged  fully  on  this  point 
as  the  ground  of  his  motion ;  and  then  ex- 
plained, venr  minutely,  the  dangers  and 
anares  to  which,  in  many  cases  that  had 
happened,  and  in  others  that  might  happen, 
the  soldiery  was  exposed.  He  finally 
said,  that  as  he,  had  taken  so  long  time  to 
consider  of  this  point,  and  had  himself 
given  so  much  way  to  the  very  objections 
now  made,  he  could  not  be  so  unreason- 
able as  to  expect  gentlemen,  upon  a  few 
hours  conversation  in  this  kind  of  interlo- 
cutory debate,  to  subscribe  to  his  opinion ; 
that  therefore,  m  be  saw  it  was  ao  par- 


liamentary  manoeuvre,  bat  a  aeriooi  wA 
of  gentlemen,  that  he  should  witbdcav  kf 
clause  for  the  present,  he  b^ged  toaeaue 
them,  be  did  it  cheerfully,  and  even  wiM 
to  do  it ;  he  was  fully  satisfied,  as  it  itotd 
on  the  votes — ^that  the  House  had  asaB* 
mously  thought  an  instruction  to  mm 
such  purpose  was  proper;  and  he  would 
certainly,  at  a  future  day,  bring  tbenatut 
forward  again. 

177L 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Papers  re^ 
lating  to  Faikiand^s  TslantL']  Januan*  ^ 
1771.*  The  Earl  of  Rochford,  bv  bis'M> 
jesty's  command,  laid  before  the  llouie 
the  following  Papers : 

Translation  of  the  Declaration'!^- 
ed  and  delivered  by  Prince  de  Mae- 
rano.  Ambassador  Ex traordinanm 
his  Catholic  Majesty,  dated  the  2id 
of  February,  1771. 

His  Britannic  majesty  having  compbin- 
ed  of  the  violence  which  was  committed  oa 
the  10th  of  June  1770,  at  the  aland  coo- 
monly  called  the  Great  Malouine,  and  by 
the  English,  Falkland's  island,  in  obliging, 
by  force,  the  commander  and  snbjecu  d 
his  Britannic  majesty  to  evacuate  the  port, 
by  them  called  Egmont ;  a  step  ofiensire 
to  the  honour  of  his  crown ; — ^the  prince 
de  Maserano,  ambassador  extraordioarj  of 
bis  Catholic  majesty,  has  received  orders  to 
declare,  and  declares,  that  his  Catholic  ma* 
jesty,  considering  the  desire  with  which  b« 
is  animated  with  peace,  and  for  the  inaiste- 
nance  of  good  harmony  with  his  Britanoic 
majesty,  and  reflecting  that  this  event  migbt 
interrupt    it;   has  seen  with  displeason 

*  During  the  Cbristmas  ncem  »^^ 
changes  took  place,  by  wbich  tlie  ^lmistrJl^ 
quired  adtlitional  strength.  Lord  WejawCk 
resigned  the  seals,  which  were  given  tolwJ 
Rochford.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  qoittia^  !» 
place  of  first  lord  of  the  admirahy,  was  nt- 
ceded  by  the  earl  of  Sandwich  ;  the  etrl  <^ 
Halifax,  taking  the  office  of  secretary  of  i^ 
for  the  northern  department,  which  brasc 
vacant  by  this  removal,  resigned  his  place  tf 
lord  privy-seal  to  the  earl  of  Soffoik.  Mf. 
Bathtfrst  waa  created  baron  Apaley,  aad  ap- 
pointed iordHBbaacellor';  air  William  ile  Gttf 
waa  made  chief  justice  of  the  comoioa  pleas  i 
Mr.  Tburlow  attorney-general,  aqd  Mr.  ^^* 
derbiime  solicitor-general  and  cofferer  to  tbi 
queen.  Several  members  of  both  Bouses,  vbs 
were  personally  attached  to  the  late  Mr.  Grti^ 
ville,  and  had  been  t iolent  in  opposiboO)  »* 
abo  joiaed  the  miaisterial  staadaid. 
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his  expedition  tending  to  disturb  it ;  and 
Q  the  persuasion  in  which  he  is,  of  the  re- 
iprocality  of  sentiments  of  his  Britannic 
(lajesty,  and  of  its  being  far  from  his  inten- 
ion  to  authorise  any  thing  that  might  dis« 
urb  the  good  understaniung  between  the 
wo  courts,  his  Catholic  majesty  does  disa- 
vow the  said  violent  enterprise ;  and,  in 
onsequence,  the  prince  de  Maserano  de- 
lares,  that  his  Catholic  majesty  engages 
o  give  immediate  orders  that  things  shall 
•e  restored  in  the  Great  Malouine,  at  the 
•ort  called  Egmont,  precisely  to  the  state 
II  which  they  were  before  the  10th  of 
une  1770 ;  for  which  purpose  his  Catho- 
Jc  majesty  will  give  orders  to  one  of  his 
officers  to  deliver  up  to  the  officer,  autho- 
ised  by  his  Britannic  majesty,  the  port 
nd  fort  called  Egmont,  with  all  the  ar- 
lllery,  stores,  and  effects  of  his  Britannic 
najesty,  and  his  subjects,  which  were  at 
hat  place  the  day  above-named,  agreeably 
o  the  inventory  which  has  been  made  of 
hem. 

The  prince  de  Maserano  declares  at  the 
arae  time,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  his 
naster,  that  tlie  engagement  of  his  said 
^^atholic  majesty,  to  restore  to  his  Britan* 
lie  majesty  the  possession  of  the  fort  and 
)ort  called  Egmont,  cannot,  nor  ought  any 
vise  to  affect  the  question  of  the  prior 
ight  of  sovereignty  of  the  Malouine 
slands,  otherwise  called  Falkland's  islands, 
n  witness  whereof,  I,  the  underwritten 
mbassador  extraordinary,  have  signed  the 
resent  Declaration  with  my  usual  signa- 
ure,  and  caused  it  to  be  sealed  with  our 
rms.  London,  the  22d  day  of  January, 
771-        Le  Prince  oe  SIaseranc 

Translation  of  the  Earl  of  Rochford's 
Acceptance,  in  his  Majesty's  name, 
the22d  of  January  1771,  of  the  Spa- 
nish Ambassador's  Declaration  of  the 
same  date. 

His  Catholic  majesty  having  authorised 
be  prince  of  Maserano,  his  ambassador 
xtraordinary,  to  offer,  in  his  majesty's 
ame,  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  a  sa- 
isfdction  for  the  injury  done  to  his  Bri- 
annic  majesty,  by  dispossessing  him  of 
he  port  and  fort  of  Port  Egmont ;  and 
he  said  ambassador  having  this  day  signed 
.  Declaration,  which  he  has  just  dielivered 
a  me,  expressing  therein,  that  his  Catho- 
tc  majesty  being  desirous  to  restore  the 
;ood  harmony  and  friendship  which  before 
ubsisted  between  the  two  crowns,  does 
lisavow  the  expedition  against  Port  Eg* 
30Dt,  in  which  force  has  been  uaed  against 


his  Britannic  majesty's  possessions,  com* 
mander,  and  subjects ;  and  does  also  en« 
gage,  that  all  things  shall  be  immediately 
restored  to  the  precise  situation  in  which 
they  stood  before  the  10th  of  June  1770« 
And  that  his  Catholic  majesty  shall  give 
orders,  in  consequence,  to  one  of  his 
officers,  to  deliver  up  to  the  officer,  autho- 
rised by  his  Britannic 'majesty,  the  port 
and  fort  of  Port  Egmont,  as  also  all  his 
Britannic  majesty's  artillery,  stores  and 
effects,  as  well  as  those  of  his  sub^^ 
jects,  according  to  the  inventory  which 
has  been  made  of  them.  And  the  said 
ambassador  having  moreover  engaged,  in 
his  Catholic  majesty's  name,  that  what  is 
contained  in  the  said  Declaration  shall  be 
carried  into  effect  by  his  said  Catholic 
majesty;  and  that  duplicates  of  his^Ca* 
tholic  majesty's  orders  to  his  officers  shall 
be  delivered  ii^to  the  hands  of  one  of  his 
Britannic  majesty's  principal  secretaries 
of  state,  within '  six  weeks:  his  said  Bri- 
tannic majest}',  in  order  to  shew  the  same 
friendly  dispositions  on  his  part,  has  au- 
thorised me  to  declare,  that  he  will  look 
upon  the  said  Declaration  of  prince  de  Ma- 
serano, together  with  the  full  parformance 
of  the  said  engagement,  on  the  part  of  his 
Catholic  majestVy  as  a  satisfaction  for  the 
injury  done  to  tfie  crown  of  Great  Britain. 
In  witness  whereof,  I  underwritten,  one  of 
his  Britannic  majesty's  principal  secreta- 
ries of  state,  have  signed  these  presents 
with  my  usual  signature,  and  caused  them 
to  be  sealed  with  our  arms.  London,  Uie 
22d  of  January  1771  •  Rochbord.      - 

Afler  his  lordship  had  laid  them  upon 
the  table,  there  was  a  profound  silence  for 
sometime.* 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  at  length 
stood  up,  and  observed,  that  such  silence 
was  extraordinary :  that  though  upon  the 
face  of  the  Declaration  it  appeared  very 
inadequate  and  insufficient,  yet  he  would 
form  no  final  judgment  without  further  in- 
formation, and  therefore  made  a  motion 
similar  to  that  which  was  this  day  made  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  substance 
beingi  that  all  the  information  which  had 
been  received  by  administration,  of  the  de- 
signs of  Spain  upon  Falkland's  Island,  and 
the  papers  that  passed  in  the  subsequent 
negociation  for  the  reparation  of  that  in« 
jury,  should  be  laid  before  the  House. 

The  Eari  of  Rockford  said,  he  wished 
every  information  relative  to  this  matter 
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to  be  Ud  before  Ihe  Home,  and  efaoaUL 
BOt  therefore  oppoee  the  motioD;  but 
would  add  a  few  wotdt  to  it,  to  reitrain  it 
to  the  buainett  of  FalUaiMPs  Island,  which 
be  tl^ncht  was  not  suflcieDtly  guarded  in 
tfie  werde  of  the  motion. 

Lord  Sandmck  was  not  satisfied  with 
Ibisy  and  so  altered  the  amendment  as  tq 
make  it  rather  unintelligible,  in  order  to 
furnish  pretences  upon  which  papers  of 
consequence  might  be  suppressea. 

The  Duke  of  Bickmmid  observed,  that 
lord  Sandwich's  words  were  moved  evi- 
dently on  the  gronad  of  soaie  reservation ; 
that  the  mottoD  confined  tbe  enqniiy  to 
the  business  of  FaUdaod's  Island,  which 
ought  to  be  the  only  restriction,  and 
therefiyre  the  amendment  was  unneoenary, 
or  meant  someching  that  it  should  not* 

Lord  Radnor  said,  that  as  the  duke  of 
Richmond  bad  first  moved  the  amend- 
ment, there  was  no  harm  in  it,  though 
it  was  unnecessary ;  but  he  suspected 
something,  smoe  ford  Sandwich  had  al- 
tered it* 

Lord  Sandmich  said,  his  amendment, 
instead  of  narrowing,  enlarged  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  remarked,  that 
this  senerosity,  in  giving  more  than  was 
asked,  was  very  suspicious;  that  if  ad- 
ministration had  no  objection  to  what 
was  asked,  why  not  give  it  without  mak- 
ing any  alteration  in  the  motion  ?  Peo- 
ple would  suspect  that  something  was 
meant  to  be  kept  back.  He  said  he  would 
BOt  go  into  the  matter  of  the  Declaration; 
but  upon  the  face  of  it,  it  appeared  to  be 
pi  ignominious  compromise*  It  was  no 
satisfaction;  no  neparation.  The  right 
was  not  seouied,  and  even  the  restitution 
was  incomplete;  that  Port  Egmont  alone 
is  restoredy  not  Falkland's  Island. 

Lord  Lyttdton  earnestly  advised  die 
administration,  for  their  own  sakes,  not  to 
create  suspicions ;  thev  ought  to  begin  to 
inspire  the  people  with  some  confidence, 
the  want  or  which  was  die  great  defect  of 
the  present  age. 

Lord  Camden  said,  the  defenoe  of  the 
amendment  proved  there  was  something 
meant  by  it. 

Lord  Roeliibrd  dieii  finding  that  his 
nlain  aoeaning  lost  dl  evediMltf  and  ef-* 
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The  Ddm  of  Riekmmd  th^  sv^  he 
had  another  motioD  to raakoL  Hiatwluch 
had  been  agreed  to  would  bring  ont  aU  die 
negoriationa  with  Spam;  but  as  the  wflrii 
had  stranoe  sospidoBs  that  France  had  too 
mach  to  do  in  this  transactioD,  it  vaa  Be* 
cesiary  to  dear  this  matter,  and  thesvfive 
he  woidd  move,  «  That  theie  be  kid  befom 
this  House,  copies  or  extracts  of  all  nw 
morials  and  other  nepers  which  have  paased 
between  any  of  nis  Mqesty's  nnnieters, 
and  the  ministers  of  the  French  kioc,  re* 
lating  to  the  adsing  by  force  bis  Mqei- 
tv's  uhmd  called  Fslkland's  Island,  by  dv 
i^paniards,  and  rdatingtotbenegodntiaBS 
had  thereupon  with  the  comrt  •of  Spam, 
if  aaysQch  negodatioBwitliUaaoBartef 
France  had  been  had.*' 

Lord  RocMwrd  said,  he  had  agreed  (o 
|;iving  the  other  papers,  because  oi^  ex- 
isted ;  but  must  object  to  these,  becanaa 
no  suich  were  in  being* 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  said,  thai 
though  he  would  not  dispute  the  credibi- 
lity of  lord  Rochford,  the  nation  ought 
not  to  take  the  word  of  any  minister.  £et 
the  raodon  go :  if  no  such  papers  existed, 
the  King  would  say  so,  and  then  the  King's 
word,  which  every  body  must  believe; 
would  be  pledged ;  but  ii  anj  negociadcm 
with  France  had  been  carried  on,  it  w» 
fit  the  public  should  see  it,  and  punish 
those  concerned ;  for  it  would  be  giving 
eflScacy  to  the  family  compact*  As  to  the 
Declaration,  he  said,,  he  could  not  leave 
the  House  without  making  one  observation 
upon  it,  which  was  distinct  from  all  informa- 
don  that  the  papers  might  produce;  and  it 
was,  that  he  wondered  any  minister  shonld 
dare  to  accept,  in  the  King's  naroey  a  De- 
daradon  in  which  the  right  of  sovereignty 
of  the  island  was  brought  into  dispute ; 
that  in  the  time  he  was  in  administration, 
the  Spanish  ambassador  had  attempted  to 
make  it  a  matter  of  discussion ;  but  that 
he,  and  he  believed  all  other  ministers  up 
to  this  day,  had  never  sufiered  it  to  be  so 
much  as  made  a  matter  of  doubt. 

Lord  Chaiham  strongly  supported  dM 
duke  of  nichmond's  modon.  He  said,  that 
House  should  never  take  the  word  of  a 
minister;  that  die  refusing  this  notioa 
shewed  that  some  transaotion  with  Fkance 
iuid  passed,  perhaps  not  papers  or  memo* 
vials.  Ae  lord  Rochford  siud  none  hsd 
passed,  he  believed  him ;  bat  that  Aaooe 
had  mterfiMvd,  he  said,  be  kneur  to  bea 
flutt  dHit  could  not- be  deaiadr 
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L(nrd  JZodbMf  fateMam,  init  nuide  DO 
nsirer  to  ftnis  part  of  lonl  Chalhaai'* 
harge  of  YeriMd  communication  imd  ne« 
ociatioD  with  Fraoce.  He  laid,  ha  irould 
usurer  all  other  charges  when  the  day  of 
xamination  should  coose* 

Lord  Siiffollcy  lately  appointed  lord  privy 
caly  then  got  up,  and  said,  he  had  the  ut- 
most confidence  in  the  ministry ;  that  as 
bey  said  no  negociation  with  France  had 
assed,  he  thought  that  assurance  fully  sa« 
isfactory. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  repeated,  that 
be  nation  had  a  right  to  more }  that  the 
ang's  word  alone  would  satisfy  them; 
bat  he  would  have  the  ministers  shew  the 
rhole  of  their  conduct  to  the  public ;  if 
ight,  they  would  receive  their  thanks; 
•ut,  for  his  part,  while  they  pursued  their 
•resent  system  of  oppression  at  home,  and 
seaoness  to  foreign  powers,  he  oald 
lever  alter  his  opposition  to  them. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Papers 
elating  to  Falkland's  Island,*"]  Jan.  25, 
^ord  North  presented  to  the  House  the 
"apers  relating  to  Falkland's  Island,  which 
rill  be  found  at  p.  1386.  After  the  Clerk 
ad  read  the  papers, 

Lord  North  said  he  should  not  say 
luch,  as  he  meant  to  reserve  himself  for 
^e  day  on  which  this  business  should  be- 
ome  the  object  of  the  consideration  of 
ie  House.  That  he  was  sure  it  would 
len  appear,  that  the  agreement  was  equal 
>  what  the  King  or  the  ministry  had  pro* 
lised  to  obtain,  or  that  the  King  or  tlie 
ibjcct  had  a  right  to  expect.  He  was 
3ady  to  avow  the  p^rt  he  had  in  it :  he 
eely  put  himself,  for  his  life  and  his  ho- 
our,  upon  the  House,  for  whose  judgment 
e  ever  had  implicit  deference,  and  whose 
pinion  was  his  only  guide  in  aU  his  ae- 
ons. 

Mr.  Doijodesvodl  in  this  early  stage  of 
le  business  was  free  to  declare,  that  he 
lought  the  convention  not  only  inade- 
uate,  but  highly  unsafe  and  disgraceful, 
'hat  it  had  neither  provided  reparation 
>r  former  hostilities,  nor  security  against 
iture.  That  it  was  equally  dislnxiourable 
3  the  crown  itself,  which  the  ministry 
onsidered  as  the  only  object  of  repara- 
ioo.  He  said,  the  king  of  Sardinia  waa 
ideed  a   respectable  monaidi;  but  in 

*  From  the  i/oatai  ilMiimi. 


oonpttrisoii  of  the  power  of  Fmb^;  ha 
was  a  little  prince.  Yet,  when  Uie  teni* 
torial  rights  of  that  prince  had  been  in« 
fringed,  only  in  the  pursuit  of  a  dangerous 
and  notorious  Mandrin,  a  smuggler  and  a 
murderer,  yet  the  king  of  France  sent  aa 
ambassador  extraordinary,  in  the  most  so- 
lemn and  public  manner,  and  made  an 
apology  for  it.  The  king  of  Portugal  was 
respectable  too,  but  inferior  certainly  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain ;  yet,  when 
our  fleet  under  Mr.  Boscawen,  in  pursuit 
of  their  enemies,  destroyed  some  French 
ships  on  the  coast  of  Portugal,  we  sent  an 
ambassador  extraordinary  to  the  court  of 
Lisbon,  to  make  reparation  in  honour ;  for 
if,  said  he,  the  rank  of  the  power  injured^ 
the  nature  of  the  offence,  the  delay,  the 
expence,  and  the  unwilling,  poor,  and 
forced  apology,  were  compared  with  those 
made  by  France  to  Sardinia,  and  by  Great 
.  Britain  to  Portugal,  it  would  easily  appear 
how  far  the  ministry  had  provided  for  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  tne  crown.  He 
concluded  with  moving,  '<  That  there  be 
laid  before  this  House  copies  of  all  claims 
and  propositions  of  the  court  of  Spain  re- 
lative to  Falkland  island,  since  tne  first 
settlement  of  it  by  his  Majesty's  orders, 
together  with  such  answers  as  have  been 
received  by  the  King's  ministers  to  such 
claims  and  propositions :  and  alto  copies  or 
extracts  of  letters,  and  other  papers,  con* 
taining  any  such  intelligence  received  by 
any  of  his  Majesty's  principal  secretaries 
of  state,  or  by  the  commissioners  for  exe-> 
cuting  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral  of 
Great  Britain,  or  by  any  other  of  his  Ma^ 
jesty's  ministers,  since  the  1st  of'  June 
1770,  touching  any  hostilities  actually 
commenced  by,  or  any  warning,  or  other 
measures,  indicating  any  hostile  intention 
of  the  crown  of  Spain,  or  any  of  its  of« 
ficers  against  his  Majesty's  island,  called 
Falkland's  island,  and  all  accounts  of  the 
reduction  and  capitulation  of  the  same; 
and  also  copies  of  all  requisitions  and  de* 
mands  maae  thereupon  to  the  king  of 
Spaio>  or  any  of  his  ministers,  and  for  such 
reparation  and  satisfaction  as  his  Majesty 
hflid  a  right  to  expect,  for  the  injury  he 
had  received  by  the  insults  upon  the  ho* 
nour  of  the  crown,  in  the  seizure  by  foreo 
of  the  said  island,  and  for  obtaining  secu^ 
rity  for  the  rights  of  the  peof>le,  which 
were  deeply  arocted  by  the  said  injury  i 
with  all  answers  to  the  said  requisitiona 
and  ^lemands ;  and  also,  copies  or  extracta 
of  all  letters  or  instructions  sent  thereupon 
to  his  Mqesty's  ministers  at  Madridi  and 
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of  all  letters  relating  thereto  received  from 
the  said  ministers  by  any  of  his  Majesty's 
secretaries  of  state,  or  other  ministers  at 
home." 

Lord  'North  said,  he  believed  he  should 
have  no  objection  to  the  tnotiony  but  de- 
sired he  might  divide  it  into  three,  as  it 
had  three  different  objects  (which  was 
done.)  He  then  observed,  that  the  words 
of  the  motion  (proposed  to  be  taken  from 
the  King's  Speech)  were  not  the  same  as 
in  the  Speech,  the  latter  saying,  that  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  se- 
curity for  the  rights  of  tlie  subjects  bad 
been  invaded,  and  satisfaction  demanded 
for  the  injury.  That  he  desired  it  might 
be  understood,  that  the  rights  of  the  sub- 
jects had  been  in  dispute,  no  further  than 
as  the  honour  of  the  crown  included  them. 
Now,  the  words  of  the  motion  being  "  for 
the  injury  done  to  the  honour  of  the 
crown,  and  the  rights  of  the  subjects, 
which  were  deeply  affected,"  he^therefore 
moved  to  leave  out  ^  were,'  and  put  in 
<  was,'  which  then  would  only  relate  to  the 
dignity  of  the  crown. 

Mr«  Dunning  observed,  that  the  noble 
lord  need  not  make  so  many  apologies  to 
excuse  himself  from  taking  care  of  the 
rights  of  the  people,  as  no  one  ever  laid  a 
fault  of  that  sort  to  his  charge ;  that  if  the 
Speech  meant  two  objects,  the  motion  also 
meant  two ;  if  only  one,  the  motion  had 
only  one,  therefore  he  saw  no  reason  for 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  Dyson  talked  about  the  caution 
with  which  the  Speech  had  been  made, 
and  how  necessary  it  was  to  preserve  the 
Ideas  of  it :  that  the  motion  tended  to  de- 
clare the  opinion  of  the  House,  that  the 
rights  of  the  people  had  been  invaded, 
which  never  had  been  done  by  the  House. 

Colonel  Barre,  in  reply,  compared  him 
to  a  smoke  ball,  which  blinds  tne  enemy, 
and  at  tlie  same  time  prevents  themselves 
from  seeing  or  being  seen.  He  spoke 
wiih  great  spirit  against  the  infamy  of  the ' 
treaty ;  denouncing  the  vengeance  of  the 
nation  on  those  ministers  who  had  so  wan- 
tonly destroyed  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  nation.  He  called  the  Spanuh  De- 
claration scandalous  and  infamous ;  disho- 
nourable to  the  crown,  and  disgraceful  to 
the  nation.  He  threatened  the  ministers 
with  the  loss  of  their  heads,  for  making  a 
convention,  which,  he  said,  stabbed  the 
honour  of  the  nation  to  the  heart.  Ho 
promised,  that  when  the  meriu  of  the 
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Spanish  Declaration'  came  under  examma. 
tioD,  he  should  speak  fully  to  it;  but  at 
present,  he  could  not  help  observing,  then 
was  Qpt  a  man  in  England  who  did  not 
condeom  that  Declaration.  Whatl  four 
months  arming  I  and  four  mootb  nego- 
ciatinff !  and  is  this  all ! — The  noble  lord 
^Nortti)  said  in  thb  House  before  the  bo- 
lidays,  that  Spain  should  pay  a  part  of  the 
expence  we  nad  been  at,  in  making  pre* 
parations  to  resent  the  insult.  But  there 
IS  not  a  word  of  the  expence  in  the  De- 
claration. At  this  rate,  it  will  always  be 
in  the  power  of  an  inferior  nation,  nij, 
even  or  an  individual  to  ruin  us,  who  hiie 
nothing  to  do  but  to  take  a  rock  fron  us, 
and  put  us  to  three  millions  expesce,  to 
make  preparations  to  recover  it  Tie 
enemy  was  not  ignorant  of  the  weakness 
and  cowardly  disposatton  of  the  mbken. 
The  enemy  know  you  dare  not  go  to  w 
(to  lord  North^,  and  therefore  refiiieto 
make  us  any  satisfaction.  There  is  not  n 
honest  man  in  England  who  does  netabbor 
the  present  set  of  ministers.  There  is  not 
a  petty  prince  in  Europe,  who  does  oot 
laugh  at  and  despise  them.  Thus  it  is  b 
the  power  of  any  individual  to  put  os  ta 
an  enormous  expence,  and  our  mioisten 
dare  not  avenge  the  a&onL  Thej  dare 
not  go  to  war,  because  they  are  aM 
they  shall  lose  their  places.  Thus  the  &> 
tion  is  exposed  to  insults  abroad ;  and  kit 
a  prey  to  jobbers  and  sharpers  at  home. 
A  French  secretary,  being  in  your  secrets, 
has  made  near  half  a  million  of  mooej  bj 
earning  in  your  funds.*  And  some  of  tlie 
highest  among  yours^ves  have  been  deepir 
concerned  in  the  same  scandalous  tia£c. 
But  a  day  of  reckoning  will  come.  Thi 
country  cannot  be  in  quiet,  while  erey 
thing  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  the  peo> 
pie  is  thus  ravished  from  them. 

Lord  North  denied  that  be  bad  ever 
said  Spain  should  pay  a  part  of.  the  ex- 

Eence.  He  declared,  that  he  could  nd 
ave  said  so,  because  he  had  never  enur- 
tained  the  least  idea  of  making  such  a^- 
mand. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  observed,  that  if  it «» 
all  smoke  .on  one  side  of  the  House,  tt  v^ 
all  flame  and  fire  on  the  other  side,  vbicJ 
was  equally  bad ;  that  there  was  ao  esses* 
tial  difference  between  the  rights  <^  tbe 
people,  and  the  security  c^  the  rights  d 

•  M.  Fraapois;  aecrvtary  to  the  Fiw^ 
bassador,  was  supposed  to  have  rcaliss^  aesd; 
half  a  miUioB  in  the  Alley* 
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lie  ptople;  that  the  latter,  and  not  the 
)rmer,  had  been  the  object  of  the  mmia- 
rj.  He  added,  that  he  did  not  remem- 
er  the  noble  lord  to  have  ever  made  use 
f  any  such  words,  as  that  Spain  should 
ay  a  part  of  the  cxpence.  [He  looks 
ery  much  like  his  fiither.] 

Colonel  BarrS  said,  he  had  not  trusted. 
3  Ilia  own  memory  only,  for  his  account 
f  that  fact.  I^  asked  several  other 
lembers,  who  all  remembered  the  words. 

Mr.  Burke  said,  he  remembered  the 
'ords.  He  then  commented  upon  Mr. 
'ox's  distinction  between  the  rignts  of  the 
eople,  and  the  security  of  the  people's 
ights ;  which  was  very  logical,  but  that 
le  people  are  so  dull,  that  they  would 
onceive,  in  spite  of  what  the  hon.  gentle- 
lan  had  said,  that  if  there  were  no  rights 
bey  needed  no  security.  He  owned  the 
atisfaction  from  the  Spaniards  was  the 
lost  adequate  to  the  injury,  in  respect  to 
he  crown,  as  they  had  taken  a  barren,  de- 
olate  rock,  and  had  restored  as  barren, 
esolate  a  rock ;  but  what  satisfaction  had 
be  people  rec^ved  for  all  that  treasure 
fhicn  had  been  expended?  The  noble 
)rd  had  promised  we  should  have  some 
scompence  for  our  exnences,  but  he  had 
rovided  none.  This  Declaration  was  the 
)int  production  of  three  kines,  twoplenipo- 
sntiaries,  6ve  secretaries  of  state,  one  nrst 
>rd  of  the  Treasury,  two  first  lords  of  the 
Ldmiralty,  two  lords  privy  seal ;  the  old 
rivyseal  (said  he)  I  suppose,  was  worn  out, 
od  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  have  the 
onvention  stamped  by  the  virgin  intaglia 
f  a  new  statesman ;  500  messengers, 
0,000  seamen,  13,000  landmen,  40  saH 
f  the  line,  and  three  millions  of  money  i 
sa^  this  Declaration,  this  wisdom,  this 
}int  of  the  ministry,  this  vindication  of 
le  honour  of  the  crown,  this  security  of 
le  rights  of  the  subject,  which  all  lies  in 
nut  shell,  has  cost  the  nation  above  three 
lillions  of  money  ?  The  land-tax  was  pre- 
laturely  voted;  or  rather,  the  country 
sntlemen  have  been  duped  out  of' 
dOflOOL  The  trade  of  this  country  has 
Ben  greatly  distressed  and  injured;  and 
1  this  for  what  i  Why,  to  procure  that 
amdalous,  base,  and  dishonourable  De- 
aration  that  lies  upon  the  table.  It  was 
ade,  I  admit,  on  the  true  principles  of 
ade  and  manufacture.  It  puts  me  in 
ind  of  a  Birmingham  button,  which  has 
issed  through  an  hundred  hands,  and, 
ler  aU,  is  not  worth  Uur^e  lialfpenc^  a 
»zen. 
[VOL.  XVI.] 


At  one  time  v^hOe  Mr.  Burke  was 
speaking,  there  was  such  a  noise  from 
someof  themembera  going  out,  others  com-^ 
inff  in,  and  others  talking,  that  he  was 
omiged  to  sit  down  for  a  short  time.  When 
he  got  up  again,  he  began  with  words  to 
the  foltowing  purport :  Is  this  House  so 
irregular,  so  totally  lost  to  decency  and 

food  manners,  that  I  cannot  be  heard  when 
am  speaking  to  a  question  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  these  kingdoms  in  general, 
and  to  our  constituents  in  particular  ?  Are 
the  ears  of  this  House  to  be  wilfully  mis« 
led  from  giving  attention  to  me,  when  1 
am  arguing  on  a  point  of  such  a  nature, 
that  there  must  be  blood,  I  say  blood,  to 
atone  for  the  misconduct  of  those  who 
transacted  this  dark  affiiir  ?  The  day  may 
not  be  immediately  at  hand ;  but  it  can- 
not,  it  must  not,  be  at  a  very  great  dis- 
tance ;  it  will  come,  when  the  lives  of  some 
concerned  in  this  business  must  make 
atonement  to  this  injured  nation. 

At  last  Mr.  Dowdeswell  agreed  to  lord 
North's  amendment,  and  the  debate 
ended. 

Report  from  the  Sdect  Committee  on 
the  Shoreham  Eteetion.^l  Jan.  29.  The 
House  proceeded  to  tale  into  considera- 


*  \*  A  remarkable  scene  of  corraptioo  waa 
aboat  Ibis  time  brought  to  light,  •y  the  select 
committee  appoioled  to  determine  a  contested 
election,  for  tiie  borough  of  New  Shoreham,  in 
the  county  of  Sussex.  The  matter  of  contesS 
was,  that  the  returning  officer  for  that  borou^b 
bad  returned  a  candidate  with  only  S7  rotes,  inr 
prejodkse  to  another  who  had  87  ;  of  whicl^ 
DO  had  queried  76,  and  made  bis  return  with* 
out  examining  the  validity  of  the  rotes  he  had 
so  queried. 

*'  It  appeared  from  the  defence  made  by  the 
officer,  that  a  majority  of  the  freemen  ot  that 
borough  had  formed  themselves  into  a  society, 
under  the  name  of  the  Christian  Club ;  the  ap- 
parent ends  of  which  institution  were  to  pro- 
mote acts  of  charity  and  benevolence,  and  to 
answer  such  other  purposes  as  were  suitable  to 
the  import  of  its  name.  Under  this  sanction 
of  piety  and  religion,  and  the  cover  of  ooca- 
sioDifl  aots  of  charity,  they  profaned  that  sa* 
cred  name,  by  making  it  a  stale  for  carrying  on 
the  worst  purposes ;  of  nuking  a  traffic  of 
their  oaths  and  consciences,  and  setting  their 
borough  to  sale  to  the  highest  bidder ;  while 
the  rest  of  the  freemen  were  deprived  oi'  every 
legal  benefit  from  thoir  voles. 

'*  The  members  of  this  society  were  bound 

to  secrecy  and  to  each  other,  by  oaths,  writings, 

bonds  with  large  penalties,  and  all  the  ties  that 

could. streiisfihen  their  compact;  and  carried 

loD  this  traffic^rtba  means  of  a  lel^  asm- 

[4R]       «* 
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tien  the  Report  from  the  Sdect  Commit- 
tee,  appointed  t6  trj  and  deCemuDe  the 
merits  of  the  Petition  of  Thomas  Rum- 
boldy  e^.»  complaining  of  an  undue  elec- 
tion and  return  for  the  borough  of  New 
Shoreham;  and  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Committee  were  read,  as  follow : 

Resolved,  **  That  it  appears  to  this 
Committee,  1.  That,  at  the  last  election  for 
New  Shoi^ham,  87  persons  voted  for  Mr. 
Bumbold^  37  for  Mr.  Purling,  and  four 
for  Mr.  James ;  that  all  who  nied  for  Mr. 
Rumboldy  except  one,  took  the  bribery 
dath  before  they  gave  their  vqles;  that 
Hugh  Roberts,  the  returning  officer,  put 

Sueries  to  the  names  of  76  of  the  voters 
>r  Mr.  Rumbold,  at  the  time  they  gave 
their  votes ;  and,  immediately  on  the  dose 


mittee,  who,  noder  pretence  of  scruples  of 

conscience,  never  appeared  or  voted  at  anv  . ^^ , — , — „ 

election  themselves ;  but,  havini;  notwitbstantf-  I  no  god  wishes  for  the  late  act  for  rcgnUiii^ 


of  the  p60,  dedaiM  Mr.  Pioriing  iAj 
elected. 

.  2.  <«  That  the  conduct  of  the  vetaraia; 
officer,  in  taidog  the  pdll»  and  lasking  tfas 
Mnnif  at  the  said  ekctioD,  was  iUmL 

S.  ''  That,,  in  the  borough  ofNev 
Shoreham,  a  society  has  for  many  yens 
subsist^,  which  has  assumed  the  nsme  of 
*  The  Christian  Society  f  that  none  bit 
voters  for  representatives  in  parlismeBt 
firere  ei^er  admitted  into  the  societj,  aoi 
that  a  great  majority  of  the  voters  for  Nev 
Shorebnn  were  members;  thai  the  society 
faadaeos|8tantclerk;  that  they  held  s  re* 
gidar  monthfy,  and  freqoent  occimd 
Bdeetings;  and  that,  wbenever  diey  bmi, 
a  flag  was  hoisted,  to  grre  notice  of  nxh 


the  House,  aad  nsoved,  that  they  woidd  nab 
a  farther  enquiry  into  it ;  though  this  net  vitb 
an  opposition  from  some  of  those,  who,  b»ia; 


ing  sold  the  borough  and  received  the  stipu- 
lated price,  "^ey  gave  directions  to  the  rest  liow 
to  vote,  and  by  this  compKcated  evasion,  the 
employers  and  their  agents  having  fully  satis- 
fied their  conscience,  shared  the  money  as 
soon  as  the  election  was  over  without  any  far- 
ther scruple. 

*'  The  returning  officer  had  belonged  to  this 
society,  and,  having  taken  some  disgust  to  his 
issociatea,  had  quitted  their  party.  The  ma- 
jority of  legal  voters  which  he  objected  to,  was, 
he  said,  in  part  owing  to  his  experimental 
knowledge  ^of  their  oorruption,  and  partly 
founded  upon  seversl  improper  acts,  that  ba4 
come  within  his  knowledge  as  a  magistrate 
upon  the  late  election,  particularly  an  affidavit 
of  a  very  considerable  sum  of  money,  which 
had  been  distributed  among  tbem.  U^Nin  these 
groaads,  thoogh  fhey  bad  the  hardiness  to 
take  the  oath  against  bribery  and  corruption, 
he  looked  upon  Cbem  ss  disqualifted ;  and  hav- 
2og  besides  taken  the  opinion  of  counsel, 
which,  it  seems,  cotocided  with  bis  own,  be  f-e- 
fnroed  the  candidate  who  bad  the  smaller  num- 
ber of  voters,  as  they  were  free  from  these  ob- 
jections. 

'<  Upon  these  principles,  and  bis  not  acting 
hrtenttonaliy  wrong,  the  officer  rested  his  plea 
of  jostilleatiOB  for  the  Illegality  of  his  coadoet. 
As  the  assumption  of  such  an  act  of  power  by 
a  retnraing  officer,  open  whatever  pnnciple  "it 
was  foanM.  would  however  have  been  a  pre* 
Cedent  ot'  the  most  dangerous  tendency,  he 
Was  acoonMngly  tak^  into  custody ;  but  m 
eonsiderafion  of  the  circmnstanees  m  his  fa- 
vour, and  of  his  brmgiog  so  inftmoos  a  com- 
bination to  Nght,  he  was  discharged,  atler  Te- 
ceivtng  a  repriroaod  upon  his  knees  from  tlie 
tipeaker  in  the  presenoe  of  the  House. 

**  As  this  comlriaation  at  Shoreham  wsa  of 
loo  flagrant  a  nature  to  be  overlooked^  and  the 
seleet  oonauttee  bad  not  powers  to  proceed  any 


tether  in  it,  they  reported  the  whole  matter  to !  gister. 


the  trial  of  controverted  elections,  weref^ltiof 
so  early  ttk  opportunity  to  point  out  its  ioefi- 
cacy>  and  depreciate  its  nmts ;  yet  the  p^- 
ral  exoetlency  of  that  law,  notwHhslHdiiiFtty 
of  lis  present  deficiencies,  which  cverf  ttj^i 
ezperieoce  wouM  give  new  opportsaities  d 
supplying,  carried  with  it  sock  convictioB  is  a 
be  alreaily  well  understood,  and  the  moiion  ft 
an  enquiry  was  carried  through  witboot  i  di- 
vision. 

•<  The  allegations,  made  by  Ike  retoniDf 
officer,  having  been  as  fully  proved,  m  tkc 
eoorse  of  this  mqniry,  as  the  nature  oTdiects 
WoOld  admit,  and  enthrely  to  the  satnftt^  tf 
the  House,  a  bill  was  at  langtb  broofbt  a,  a 
incapacitate  61  fireemea  of  Shored,  ^ 
name,  from  voting  at  electipns  of  mcaltn  m 
serve  in  parliament,  and  for  tbe  pr<raM 
bribery  and  corruption  in  that  borough ;  m 
at  the  siime  time  an  address  was  ordered^  fif 
the  aftorheV-general  to  proSecote  tbe  five 
roechbers  ot  tbe  CbrlstiaA  Club  who  c6nip«4 
the  committee  which  transacted  tbe  bin;in  a 
to  tk«  sale  of  tbe  bor6ugh  at  cbe  last  elcdios. 

***  The  different  transaetiou,  bowefer,  m- 
seqoeatof  this  sulyecl,  roa  throogb  the  vbob 
sessioiK  and  it  was  not  till  tbe  last  daj  of  iti  ^ 
the  Bill  received  the  royal  assent.  Tbe  M* 
hers  of  the  club  were  beard  by  oonoselagu^ 
It.  Ijuany  doubts  arose  as  tO  the  mode  of  tbe 
punishment  ft  was  proposed  to  disfrancbA 
the  borottgfa  ;  this,  however,  was  tbooiriit  t«» 
dangOflAis  a^edeceat  ;x>thers  tboagbt  Asitkt 
coiprlts  sbouklbe  left  to  tbe  pmlsbaieacof  i* 
law ;  but  though  there  was  a  dear  cssf i^ 
of  their  guilt,  it  was  a  asatter  of,  socb  a  saa^t 
as  made  the  establishment  of  legtl  eTideoo 
very  difficult ;  and  if  they  escaped  vHboai 
some  signal  mark  of  reprobation,  ii  vouU  » 
an  ericouragdmOht  to  the  most  bare&ctd  cer- 
ruptlod.  when  the  whole  kmgdoai  saw  tbit  tt 
cotfld  be  done  with  impaaity."    Assstl  B^ 
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lecliiig:  tliat  the  members  of  the  societ  J, 
Mrat  diree  yews  a^o,  entered  into  arti- 
lee  for  raasuig  and  distributing  stnaH  sums 
r  mone^  to  charitable  uses-;  but  that 
lese  articles  were  designed  only  to  cover 
le  real  intent  of  their  institution :  that 
le  principal  purpose  of  their  meetm^ 
as  for  wnat  they  called  burgessing  busi- 
ess ;  that  they  all  took  an  oaUi  of  secresy, 
id  entened  into  a  bond,  under  a  penalty 
f  500/.  to  bind  them  all  together,  with 
sgard  to  burgessing ;  but  that  the  condi- 
on  of  the  bond  does  not  precisely  appear: 
laty  upon  any  vacancy  in  the  representa* 
on  or  the  borough,  the  society  always 
^pointed  a  committee  to  treat  with  the 
indidates  for  the  purchase  of  the  seat ; 
id  that  the  committee  were  constantly 
istructed  to  get  the  most  money,  and 
lake  the  best  bargain  they  could :  that 
le  society  never  appointed  a  committee 
>r  any  other  purpose ;  and  that  they  had 

0  standing  committee :  that  on  a  fUse 
^ort  of  the  death  of  sir  Samuel  Cornish, 

1  February  last,  the  society  was  called  to- 
ether  by  the  signal  of  the  nag ;  that  many 
f  the  members  at  that  meeting,  whicn 
as  very  numerous,  declared  they  would 
jpport  the  highest  bidder;  that  some, 
nd  amongst  them  Hugh  Roberts,  the  re- 
iming  officer  at  the  mi  election,  express- 
cl  themselves  ofiended  at  such  a  declara* 
on,  and  said,  that  they  were  afraid  of 
Dnsequences,  for  the  society  was  only  a 
eap  of  bribery ;  and  withdrew  from  the 
>ciety  :  that  one  of  those  who  withdrew, 
oing  about  two  months  ago  to  a  meeting 
r  the  society,  was  treated  with  harsh  ex- 
ressions,  and  told  he  came  amongst  them 
»  a  spy :  that,  however,  the  society  con- 
nuea  to  meet ;  that  their  meetings  were 
"equent  near  the  time  of  the  election; 
lat  it  was  said  that  a  committee  was  ap« 
ointed  after  the  death  of  sir  Samuel  Cor- 
ish ;  that  none  of  the  members  said  to  be 
f  that  committee  voted  at  the  last  elec- 
01^,  though  most  of  them  were  in  New 
ihoreham  on  the  day  of  the  election; 
iiat,  three  days  before  the  election,  the 
ociety  was  reported  to  be  dissolved ;  but 
bat  the  members  ofit  have  since  resumed 
tieir  meetings. 

4.  <*  That  this  Committee,  having  tried 
lie  matter  of  the  Petition  referred  to 
fiera,  cannot  make  any  further  enquiry 
ito  the  transactions  of  the  said  society. 

5.  ^''That  a  further  enc^uiry  into  the 
ransactions  of  the  said  society  ought  to 
e  made.'* 

The  four  first  Resolutions  of  die  Com- 


mittee were  postponed.     Tlie  subsequent 
Resolution  was  agreed  to  by  (ht  House. 

Some  gentlemen  of  the  ministry  want- 
ing to  throw  cold  water  on  Mr.  Orenville^s 
Act  for  regulating  the  trial  of  controverted 
elections,  said,  the  Resolutions  the  Com- 
mittee had  agreed  to,  could  not  be  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  they  related  to  facts 
]^oved  indeed  to  the  Committee,  but 
which  Uie  House  had  no  evidence  of. 
That  if  farther  proceeding  were  neces- 
sary, it  was  in  the  power  of  any  one  of  the 
Committee  to  move  for  such  proceeding^, 
which,  on  just  grounds,  the  House  would 
certainly  grant ;  but  that  there  seemed  a 
deficiency  in  the  Act,  in  respect  to  the 
further  proceedings :  they  therefore  wish- 
ed, that  the  proceedings  on  the  report 
from,  the  Con^nittee  should  end. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  from  all  sides 
of  the  House^  that  the  Act  was  afavoimte 
Act  both  within  and  without  doors :  that 
the  Committee,  in  the  first  instance  of  th^ir 
judicature,  had  given  a  very  proper  de- 
termination, and  had  as  properly  ^plied 
to  the  House  to  proceed  fiirther  than  the 
Committee  were  empowered  to  do :  that 
the  motion  was  properly  a  recommenda- 
tion to  the  House  to  proceed  against  such 
a  notorious  species  of^  corruption,  and  was 
in  the  nature  of  a  presentm^ent  from  a 
grand  jury:  that  an  accusation  of  this 
nature  came  with  infinitely  more  weight 
from  the  Committee,  than  it  could  have 
done  from  a  single  member :  that  if  the 
House  did  not  take  steps  in  cpjnsequence 
of  this  recommendation,  the  Act  would, 

its   effects,  be   an  Act  to  establish 


m 


;  bribery  and  corruption,  as  every  returning 

'  officer  and  voter  would  naturally  say ''  The 

Select  CoQimittee  can  onlv  determine  the 

merits  of  the  election,  and  not  punish  any 

^  of  our  misdeeds,  as  the  House  used  to  do.'* 

These  arguments  had  so  much  weight, 

thilt  it  was  carried,  without  diviaion,  to 

pro<;eed  further  against  the  Christian  Club 

at  Shor^ham. 

Proceedings  against  the  Returning  Officer 
ofNetf)  Skarehamjor afalse  Return.]  Feb. 
H.  The  Returning  Officer  of  New  Shore- 
ham  was  called  to  the  bar.  In  his  defence 
he  informed  the  House,  «  That  there  was 
a  club  instituted  at  Shoreham,  called  the 
Christian  Club,  who  were  under  oath  of 
secrecy  and  bond,  to  agree  with  the  ma- 
jority of  the  club,  and  not  to  break  it  up. 
That  he  had  been  one  of  that  club ;  but 
observing  the  illegal  lengths  they  had 
gone  to^  ne  desired  to  be  voted  out  of  it. 
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which  he, was  refused.  That  an  additional 
Itrticle  was  made,  that  any  member,  not 
payidg  his  arrears  for  three  months, 
should  be  excluded  the  society ;  on  this 
article  he,  and  several  othersi  ^ot  out  of 
the  club;  that  on  the  death  of  sir  S.  Cor- 
nish, the  late  member,  five  candidates 
came  from  London;  that  the  agent  of  one 
of  them  mentioned,  when  he  was  in  com- 
pany, that  the  dub  had  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  five  to  treat  with  candidates ; 
and  that  general  Smitli,  one  of  them,  had 
offered  3,000^.  and  to  build,  at  Shoreham, 
600  tons  of  sliippine  (the  manufacture  of 
the  town)  but  that  Mr.  Rumbold  had  bid 
them  more.  That  the  club  always  directed 
the  person  they  elected,  not  to  take  no- 
tice of  the  voters  who  were  not  of  the 
dub.  That  at  the  last  election  an  affi- 
davit was  made  and  read,  that  Mr.  Rum- 
hold's  agents  had  agreed  with  the  club, 
and  that  they  were  to  have  35/.  per  man. 
On  those  accounts,  namely,  his  knowledge 
of  the  principles  of  the  dub ;  their  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  treat  with  the 
candidates ;  the  report  of  general  Smith's 
agent,  and  the  affidavit  of  their  being 
bribed ;  he  had  looked  upon  those  voters 
as  disqualified,  though  they  had  taken  the 
bribery  oath.  If  he  had  done  wrong,  he 
submitted  to  the  House,  that  it  was  not 
his  intent  to  do  so,  but  through  ignorance 
of  the  law,  he  therefore  submitted  him- 
self to  the  House.'* 

It  being  late,  the  House  deferred  the 
further  hearing  to  the  12th. 

Feb.  12.  The  Returning  Officer  of 
Shoreham  again  brought  to  the  bar*  He 
called  one  or  two  witnesses  to  prove  that 
the  counsel  at  the  election  had  told  him 
he  might  reject  the  votes,  if  he  in  his  own 
mind  thought  them  illegal:  he  there- 
^re  submitted  to  the  House,  that,  as  his 
intention  had  been  good,  he  had  not  acted 
wilfully  wrong ;  that  if  he  bad  acted  ille- 
gally, lie  submitted  himself  to  the  House. 

Resolved,  **  That  Hugh  Roberts,  the  late 
Returning  Officer  for  the  boroueh  of  New 
Shoreham,  having,  at  the  last  dection  for 
the  said  borough,  received  upon  the  poll 
87  persons  who  voted  for  MTr.  Rumbold, 
anclwhoall,  except  one,  had  taken  the 
bribery  oaUi ;  and  37  who  voted  for  Mr. 
Purling ;  and  having,  immediately  on  the 
close  of  the  poll,  declared  Mr.  Purling 
duly  elected,  and  returned  him  accord- 
ingly, hath  thereby  acted  illegally,  and  in 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House.*^ 


Oidercd,  That  the  said  Hugb  Robmi 
be,  for  hb  said  offence,  taken  into  the 
custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Aims  atteodiii| 
this  House. 

Feb.  14.  Hugh  Roberts  was,  acconi- 
ing  to  order,  brought  to  the  bar;  whcfe 
he,  upon  his  knees,  received  a  Reprimad 
from  the  Speaker ;  and  was  ordered  to  be 
discharged  out  of  custody,  paykigkis  fees. 
The  Reprimand  was  as  follows : 

**  Hugh  Roberts ;  you  have  beeo  cod- 
victed,  upon  the  clearest  and  mort  sau* 
factory  proof,  of  returning  a  oieiiiber  to 
this  House,  i^nst  a  yeiy  great  majoritj 
of  votes  admitted  by  yourself,  and  wbkb 
now  stand  upon  the  poU. 

**  This  offence,  considered  in  the  ab- 
stract, and  without  the  accompaajs^dr- 
cumstances,  is  a  crime  of  an  atrodoosoa- 
ture ;  .it  strikes  at  the  very  being  of  dm 
House:  for,  if  practices  of  this  son  were 
to  obtain,  the  Commons  of  Great  BritaiD, 
who  are  now  the  representadfes  of  the 
free  people  of  this  kingdom,  wookl  be 
merely  the  delegates  of  corrupt  retoniag 
officers. 

'*  In  vain  have  our  ancestors  hm 
anxiously  careful  to  secure  the  freedoo 
of  elections,  by  all  the  means  humaa 
wisdom  and  foresight  could  saggeit;ifl 
vain  have  they  particularly  guarded 
agamst  the  partiality  of  the  returoing  of- 
ficer, and  obliged  him,  by  eveiy  tje,  to  a 
faithful  discharge  of  that  trust,  which  tiie 
constitution  haUi  reposed  in  his  hssds,  it 
men  are  to  be  found  daring  enough  toseod 
members  to  this  House,  who  were  oerei 
chosen  by  the  legal  electors. 
.  '*  You  have  said,  that  you  did  not  r^ 
ceive  the  votes  absolutely,  but  only  ad- 
mitted them  to  poll  condUtiooallji  sod 
subject  to  future  revision,  as  appears  bj 
the  queries  set  against  their  names. 

**  I  think  this  circumstance,  alone,  *s 
it  true,  would  not  much  avail  you;  fori 
have  always  been  of  opinion  (althoogbl 
do  not  know  that  the  Kesolutions  of  the 
House  have  gone  so  far)  that  the  onctke 
of  receiving  votes  with  queries  bvuie  mere 
authority  of  the  returning  oincer,  and 
without  the  consent  of  the  parties^  is  il- 
legal ;  I  am  sure  it  is  dangerous;  for,  ^ 
once  it  be  admitted  by  this  House,  tbat 
the  returning  officer  has  a  right  to  receive 
votes  upon  terms  which  are  to  subj^j 
them  to  his  future  decision,  after  the  m 
is  closed,  and  the  numbers  knows,  it  «i^ 
always  be  in  the  power  of  that  officer,  so 
to  manage  the  queried  votes,  as  to  retiu* 


1353] 


Netio  Shorekimjbr  aJidH  Rdmu 


A.  a  1771. 


[1854 


irhich  of  the  candidates  he  pleases ;  and, 
f  he  18  either  an  artful  man  himselfy  or 
irtfully  assisted  hy  others,  he  will  also  be 
ible  80  to  do  the  business,  as  to  make  it 
lifficult  to  set  aside  what  he  hath  done, 
md  more  difficult  to  punish  him  for 
loing  it. 

**  But  your  case  docs  not  affiord  you 
}ven  this  excuse;  for  it  has  been  proved, 
hat,  although  you  reserved  the  queried 
'otes  for  future  discussion  and  re*consi- 
leration,  you  made  your  return  without 
ither,  as  soon  as  the  poll  was  over ;  re- 
ecting,  as  you  declared,  all  those  who 
lad  voted  for  one  ofthe  candidates  (which 
imounted  to  a  great  majority  of  the 
irhole)  on  account,  as  you  alleged,  of  cor- 
uption;  notwithstanding  you  had  admi- 
tistered  the  oath  against  bribery  to  all, 
xcept  one,  of  those  yoii  thought  proper 
o  reject. 

'<  There  are,  however,  circumstances 
a  your  case  which  greatly  extenuate  your 
tffence,  and  which  the  House  hath,  with 
pleasure,  laid  hold  of,  to  mitigate  the  se- 
erity  of  your  punishment;  and  this  they 
lave  done  at  the  recommendation  of  those 
ery  respectable  gentlemen  who  com- 
posed that  committee,  which,  by  its  con- 
luct  upon  this  occasion,  hath  merited,  not 
m\y  the  thanks  of  this  House,  but  the  ge- 
leral  applause  of  the  public  By  a  steady 
ttention  to  justice,  and  a  firm  persever- 
nce  in  obtaming  it,  they  have  surmounted 
variety  of  difficulties,  in  carrying  into 
xecution  a  new  law,  which  has  rounded  a 
ew  court  of  judicature,  for  the  trial  of 
arliamentary  elections ;  a  law,  whicli^  if 
;  continues  to  be  executed  for  the  future, 
'ith  equal  abilities  and  integrity,  as  it  has 
een  in  this  instance,  will  be  a  blessing  to 
lis  country,  and  do  honour  to  the  me- 
lory  of  the  person  who  planned,  and 
J  the  parliament  which  adopted  and 
assed  it. 

**  You  have  proved,  that  you  were  for- 
lerly  a  member  of  a  club,  in  the  borough 
vcr  which  yon  presided,  which  hath  pro- 
mely  assumed  the  name  of  <  The  Christian 
!lub  ;'  a  club,  instituted  for  the  most  in- 
imous  purpose,  that  of  selling  the  borough 
>  the  highest  bidder ;  that  this  club  con- 
sts  of  a  great  majority .  of  the  electors ; 
nd  that  the  members  of  it  bind  tbem- 
slves,  to  one  another,  and  to  secrecy,  by 
aths,  in  writing,  and  bonds  with  large 
enalties ;  that  they  carryon  this  scanda- 
)us  traffic  by  a  select  committee,  who 
ever  appear  or  vote  at  any  election,  on 
ccount  of  their  scruples  of  conscience, 


having  actually  received  the  stipulated 
price  ofthe  borough ;  but  that  the  rest  of 
the  members  ^  this  club  vote  as  they  are 
directed  by  their  committee,  and,  without 
hesitation,  take  the  oath  against  bribery 
(as  they  did  in  the  present  instance) 
and,  when  the  election  is  over,  receive 
their  share  ofthe  price  which  has  been 
paid  to  their  factors. 

**  You  proved  likewise,  that  you  volun- 
tarily quitted  this  club  in  February  last, 
when  there  was  no  vacancy,  and  when 
you  could  have  no  expectation  of  heing 
the  returning  officer,  in  case  a  vacancy 
should  happen :  it  has  likewise  appeared 
in  evidence  that  you  acted  by  the 'advice 
of  counsel. 

*<  And  you  have  insisted,  that  though 
you  may  have  acted  ill^ally,  you  have  not 
acted  intentionally  wrone ;  and  that  you 
should  not  have  rejected  the  queried  votes 
if  you  had  not  been  convinced  in  your 
conscience  that  they  were  all  corrupted. 

*<  These  are  the  favourable  circumstances 
under  which  the  House  have  considered 
your  case ;  and  on  account  of  them,  have 
inflicted  upon  you  the  mildest  punishment 
that  the  nature  of  their  proceedings  will 
permit. 

**  And  I  am,  in  obedience  to  their  com- 
mands, to  reprimand  ydu  for  this  offisnce'; 
which  I  now  do :  and  I  am,  by  their  order, 
id  acquaint  you,  which  I  also  do,  that  you 
are  discharged,  paying  your  fees." 

Ordered,  nem,  con.^  That  Mr.  Speaker 
be  desired  to  print  the  Speech  by  him 
made,  upon  reprimanding  the  said  Hugh 
Roberts. 

Feb.  IB.  The  returning  officer  of  New 
Shoreham,  and  some  persons  who  had  been 
members  of  the  Christian  Club  at  that 
place,  were  examined.  They  said;  **  they 
iiad  been  originally  members  of  that  club ; 
that  the  institution  of  the  club  was  to  get 
as  much  money  as  possible  at  every  elec- 
tion, from  the  person  they  brought  in; 
that  they  were  under  oath  and  bond  of 
500/.  not  to  divulge  the  secrets  ofthe  club, 
and  to  be  bound  by  the  majority.;  that  on 
an  election,  a -committee  of  five  were  no- 
minated by  the  club  to  treat  with  the  can- 
didates for  as  much  money  as  they  could 
get,  and  that  they  themselves  had  left  the 
club,  for  fear  of  being  brought  into  a  scrape 
from  the  illegality  of  their  proceedings.'* 

Upon  this  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  in,  to  incapacitate  those  particular 
men  who  were  of  tne  club,  from  voting  at 
elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament^ 
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«nd  for  the  preventkig  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion ia  the  dectioo  of  menbers  to  serve  in 
garliamenty  lor  the  borough  of  New  Sbote- 
am." 
No  member  but  Mr.  Charles  Fox  op- 
posed the  motion  for  brioging  in  the  Bill, 
who  said,  the  witnesses  had  not  proved  the 
fiu:ts,  and  that  if  they  were  guilty,  they 
ousht  to  be  proceeded  against  accoidtng 
to  law. 

Resolved,  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  he  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  order  his  Attorney 
General  to  prosecute  William  Hards, 
Thomas  Gear,  William  Rusbridge,  Henry 
Robinson,  and  Henry  Hannington,  for  an 
illegal  and  corrupt  conspiracy,  in  relation 
to  uie  late  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in 

Gliament  for  the  borough  of  New  Shore* 
D. 

•  Motion Jor  Qfiesticns  of  Law  rdaUng  to 
Falkland? $  Island  to  be  put  to  the  Judges*'} 
February  5.  The  Earl  of  Chatham  moved 
that  the  fidUowing  Questiooa  be  put  to  the 
Judges: 

1.  ^*  Whether,  in  consideration  of  law, 
the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm  can  hold 
any  territories  or  possessions  thereunto 
belonging  otherwise  than  in  sovereignty  V* 

2.  **  Whether  the  declaration  or  instru* 
ment  for  restitution  of  the  port  and  fort 
called  Egmoot,  to  be  made  by  the  Catho* 
lie  king  to  his  Majesty,  under  a  reserva- 
tion  of  disputed  right  of  sovereignty,  ex- 
pressed in  the  very  declaration  or  instru- 
ment stipulating  such  restitution,  can  be 
accepted  or  carried  into  execution  without 
derogating  from  the  maxim  of  law  before 
referred  to,  touching  the  inherent  and  es- 
sential dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain?*' 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Sir  G.  SavU^s 
Motion  Jar  a  Bill  to  secure  the  Rights  of 
Electors.^}  February?.  Sir  George  Savite 

■'    '      '  "■    ■"■mil      ■■  ■     ■■    i«      1  ;        ^^1 

*  '*  On  Tborsday  tbe  7th  iostant,  before  sir 
George  Savile  moved  in  tbe  Hoase  of  Com- 
mons, on  an  eleetion  matter,  sir  J.  T.  one  of 
lord  B.'s  lords  of  the  treatory,  got  ap,  snd  pro- 
posed, that  ss  (hers  bad  been  80  lately  a  call 
of  the  House,  and  they  were  likely  to  be 
erowded,  the  House  should'  be  olesrod.  Tbe 
standiBg  order  of  the  Bouse  wss  acoocd- 
iagly  resjd,  and  the  Sei^feaot  at  Arms  bad  au- 
thority to  seize  all  strangers,  and  oot  to  dbmiss 
them  without  tbo  leave  of  the  House.  Before 
the  gallery  was  quite  cleared,  some  members 
of  tbe  Irish  House  of  Commons  were  excepted, 
bol  very  feir  remained  behind ;  tboogh  the 
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ni#ifed,  <*  Thai  leave  he 
a  Bilft  finr  more  eieotuaiiy 
Bights  of  tbo  Ebctlira  of  Gnal  BAa, 
with  lespect  to  tbe  elfgiUStycf  peaonu 
senFO  in  pjirKansent."  Isa  ipeM|viih> 
lory  to  his  moiiosyhoemlmneddbepv^ 
port  of  his  intended  Bin.  He  had  sb- 
served,  hesaid,  that  m  the dtvinomaDthi 
Middlesex  ctectioD»tbree  priariplei  icend 
to  be  sUrted  sabvenive  of  tbe  coastirntim 
Tbe  first  wms,  tUmk  the  House  tiCoamm 
could,  by  its  owa  power,  makeboi.  Ik 
second,  that  one  deteminatioa  of  tbe 
House  was  such  bur*  Tlie  third,  duta- 
capacity  was  the  consequeBoe  of  OfaHsm. 
To  all  diese  points,  aa  uncosstiCnlioBal,  ai 
against  law,  he  objected;  botastbedo& 
trines  had,  in  seme  degree,  been  eititfab* 
ed  by  the  divisians  of  the  Midyassa  efec- 
tion,  he  thought  no  meanecooldaiuo* 
perly  put  an  end  to  them  aa  an  act  ot  tiie 
whcle  legialatur^  That;  by  so  doiog.be 
did  not  aaeaa  to  have  any  ictroipectta 
alter  the  former  diviaioBa,  but  oalj  to  pre- 
vent them  in  future^  That  thii  propoad 
Bi31  would,  therelbre,  condemn  those  pn* 
positions. 

The  ministry  opposed  this  oa  difecii 
principles. 

Mr.  Charles  Fojrsaid,  there  could  be  bo 
occasion  for  a  Bill  of  this  nature,  as  to  the 
two  first  proposidons,  which  were  loa^ 
surd  that  no  person  could  give  say  uam 
So  theas ;  but  that  on  the  tfaird,aDd  ootbt 
alone,  he  had  fininded  his  own  opiaioi  a 
respect  to  the  lale  dfyisaooa. 

Others  supported  the  detemiastimsoB 
the  first  propositions ;  but  on  the  vbole, 
the  arguments  were,  on  both  sides,  a  bmr 
recapitttlajtton  of  those  used  Isst  yat. 
The  priaeipal  speahers  far  the  aockn 
were  sir  G.  Savile,  Mr.  Weddeibaro,  lad 
J.  Cavendish;  serjeant  Glynn,  vhos[«b 
exoeediI^Ely  welL  Against  the  euestios; 
Mr.  C.  Fox,  who  spoke  very  a% ;  Mr. 
Cseorge  Oaskw,  ana  the  Attorney  Gw- 
sa^  who  also  spoke  very  welL 

boD.  TUooaas  ToviMbepd^  like  a  true  Ensl&i)' 
man,  beckuived  to  them  to  resame  tbeic  soa 
TheSeneftDtand  the  door- keepen  were  lf^e^ 
wards  onljgfed  to  ^  several  tiroes,  sod  to  ^ 
oat  a  ''few  persons  who  were  aoaiflisf  a 
leave,  the  gallery.  After  tbe  iioese  va 
oleared,  sir  Joseph  Blawbey  ht^gtd  m  I 
T.  if  hew^amo  bot,topaHoff  hist.'mtc**'' 
Sir  J.  answered,  that  at  pres^  he  feh  oo  uh 
Gonvenienoe  from  it;  but  vhea  he  did,  bt 
would  take  bis  advice.  George  Oaslov,*D« 
shewed  himself  such  a  dear  old  frieod  to  mr 
Wilkes,  got  op,  and  discovered  the  same  friew:- 
ship  for  the  prea.    He  said>  that  ss  fwg  ** 
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'  In  the  cmifse  of  the  Mmte,  Mr.  C  Fox, 
peaking  of  the  precedent  of  Mr.  Wilpdle, 
a  the  Resolution  of  the  House  gainst  his 
e-electioQ,  the  words,  **  And  having  been 
:uilt7  of  notorioQS  bribery,  tnad  b^  ex- 
•elled  for  the  same,  was,  and  is*  kxcapa- 
le,"  observed,  that  the  incapability  must 
elate  to  the  expulsion,  and  not  to  the  bri- 
ery mentioned  in  the  Resolution ;  and, 
fierefore,  that  might  have  been  omitted, 
eing  quite  nugatory. 

Sir  G.  Savile,  in  answer  to  this,  observed 
hat  the  hon.  gentleman  was  right  in  his 
bservation,  as,  who  ever  heard  of  bribery 
eing  a  bar  to  any  one  to  sit  in  that  House? 
rhica  occastonea  a  great  laugh. 

The  House  then  divided.  The  Yeas 
rent  forth. 

Tellers. 
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«r  ,.  C  Lord  George  Gernaine  1  ./^ 
^*^'  I  Mr.  Aid.  Trecothick        J  ^^ 

^-^MTiPhX^Foi : :  }i^7 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative.  One 
eason  the  numbers  were  but  small  on 
ither  side,  was,  that  this  point,  having 
•ften  been  debated,  several  paired  off,  and 
he  question  being  put  betore  it  was  ex- 

he  newt-papers  published  the  Debates,  be 
^ould  always  move  the  House  to  take  this 
tep ;  that  none  but  the  House  had  a  right  to 
rint  them  ;  and  that  this  would  shew  whether 
oy  of  the  meiaben  were  ceoeemed  in  writing 
lem.  Several  members  got  up  and  said,  that 
ley  were  astonished  to  bear  oim  make  t^is 
lotiou,  seeing  that  the  writer  of  the  Debates, 
hoever  he  was,  had  srreatly  improved  the 
[>n.  gentleman's  speeches,  and  made  them 
!nse  and  grammar ;  that  the  impartiality  which 
>igned  tbronghout  the  t|ieeebes,  evidently 
lewed,  that  they  could  not  be  composed  by 
ly  man  under  the  influence  of  party ;  that  no 
member  would  be  so  mean  as  to  take  the 
ooble  of  errangiog  the  thovgbts,  or  polishing 
\e  laogoage  ofany  man's  speech  but  bis  own, 
€.  AAer  these  bickerings  ended,  sir  George 
ivile  rose,  aad  explained  the  nature  and  rea- 
nableness  of  this  motion,  which  he  was 
>ing  to  propose.  But  so  regardless  were  the 
»urt  members,  of  argument  and  eloquence, 
at  tides  of  them  pound  out  of  the  House,  in 
tier  to  go  to  dinner,  while  sir  George  was 
leaking  with  great  force  of  argument  aad 
Mjueoce.  A  man  of  bis  weiffbt  and  autho- 
y  they  treated  as  slightly  as  tney  had  treated 
r.  Burke  oo  the  subject  of  the  Spanish  par 
rs.  Counsellor  Leigh  said  to  lord  Clare  as 
i  was  coming  out,  '  Fjre,  fy e,  my  lord,  is  the 
louse  too  hot  for  you?*  while  he  was  shiver- 
g  with  cold,  and  thrust ing  bis  hands  up  in 
i  great  muff."    Lomfun  Blaseum. 


pected,  niny  gentlemen  were  absent  in 
the  coAe^'hottses. 


Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Address 
approving  of  the  Spanish  DedaroHon^  re* 
gating  the  Seizure  of  Falkland's  Isfand."] 
February  IS.  The  House  look  into  con* 
sideration  the  Papers  relating  to  the  Con^ 
vention  with  Spam. 

Lord  Beauchamp  moved,  **  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, to  return  his  Majesty  the  thanka 
of  this  House,  for  the  communication 
which  his  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  make  or  the  Declaration  signed 
and  delivei<ed  by  the  prince  of  Masserano, 
on  the  part  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  the 
ilid  of  Januaiy  last,  and  of  his  Majesty's 
acceptance  thereof. — To  testify  to  nis 
Majesty,  our  sincere  satisfhction,  at  find- 
'  ing  that  the  king  of  Spain  has,  in  complT- 
ancc  with  his  Majesty's  just  demand,  dis- 
avowed the  violent  enterprise  against  Port 
Egmont,  in  Falkland's  Island,  and  engaged 
to  give  immediate  orders  for  restoring  alt 
things  to  the  situation  hi  which  they  stecxl 
before  the  time  of  the' said  enteiprize. 

**  To  exprese  our  hope,  that  the  spirit 
of  moderation,  as  well  as  the  firmness, 
which  his  Majesty  has  manifested  in  hia 
conduct  upon  this  occasion,  will,  by  in- 
clining the  other  powers  of  Europe  to 
concur  with  his  Majesty  in  his  Views  of 
preserving  the  general  tranquillity,  prove 
the  means  of  securing  to  his  Majesty  and 
his  people  the  permanent  enjoyment  of 
honoumble  peace. 

**  And  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  in 
every  situation,  his  faithful  Commons  will 
steadily  persevere  in  giving  his  Majesty 
their  most  atfectionate  and  zealous  sup-« 
port." 

Xord  Ihdmerston  seconded  the  motion. 
The  arguments  in  favour  of  the  Address, 
were,  that  our  disputes  with  Spain  were 
on  a  point  of  honour,  not  matter  of  right ; 
that  Spain  having  ofiered  an  affront  to 
England  in  dispossessing  her  of  a  fort  and 
islandinttmeof  peace,  the  national  satisfac* 
tion  to  be  demanded  was  restoration  of  that 
fort,  and  disavowal,  on  the  part  of  the  king 
of  Spain,  of  the  enterprise  of  his  governor ; 
that  having  detained  both  these  points, 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  England  had 
been  fully  satisfied ;  that  this  Address  was 
couched  in  modest  terms,  not  a  fulsome 
compliment  to  administratioo ;  and  neces- 
sary, in  the  present  instance,  to  shew  to 
*  Spain  that  England  was  satisfied,  and  need 
be  under  no  further  apprehensions  of  war ; 
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that  in  point  of  pradenoe  tiut  was  not  the 
time  to  go  to  w»r ;  as  it  woold  inunedi- 
atelj  join  France  and  Spain  in  the  cofin- 
mon  caoje  againit  iia»  imereat  at  present 
it  might  occasion  a  a^dness  between  those 
powers  to  find  that  one  was  not  ready  to 
assist  the  other  in  case  of  emergency. 

Mr.  DawdeswU  did  not  think  the  House 
ripe  to  determine  the  affiur  at  present. 
Spain  had  not  ratified,  and  perhaps  we 
might  determine  a  peace  tckdaj  to  be 
good,  which  to-morrow  mi|^ht  be  war. 
However,  supposing  the  Spaniards  would 
ratifyi  yet  still  as  an  Address  was  supposed 
to  be  an  approbation  of  the  ministers*  mea- 
suresy  we  ought,  step  by  step,  to  consider 
them  from  the  papers  delivered  in  rela- 
tive to  that  transaction,  and  see  if  we  could 
draw  sudh  a  conclusion;  he  therefore 
moved  an  amendment,  by  leaving  out  all 
but  the  first  Puragraph. 

He  said«  that  as  he  had  moved  for  the 
correspondence,  he  thought  (acoordine  to 
the  established  courtesy  of  the  House;  he 
was  intitled  to  take  the  lead  in  any  pro- 
position upon  what  they  contained.  But 
since  this  was  not  permitted,  he  moved  an 
amendment :  in.  order  that  an  examina- 
tion of  the  fiicts  which  appeared  in  the 
Correspondence  and  Declaration,  might 

} precede  fas  in  reason  it  ought)  any  reso- 
ution  eitner  of  approbation  or  of  censure. 
That  he  would  read  the  Resolutions  he 
proposed  to  move,  in  case  he  should  carry 
the  Amendment.  Thd  fiicts»  he  said, 
were  collected  from  the  papers,  and  stated 
in  the  Resolutions  in  the  very  words  of  the 
Correspondence  and  Declaration ;  and  if 
there  was^  the  least  doubt  of  his  fairness  in 
representing  them,  he  would  refer  imme- 
diately to  the  papers  for  his  authority. 
The  Resolution  contained  thirteen  heads ; 
vis.  *'  1.  That  it  stands  asserted  by  the 
marquis  de  Grimaldi,  and  uncontradicted 
by  his  Majesty's  ministers,  that  the  court 
of  Spain  bad  expressed  its  disapprobation 
of  his  Majesty's  settlement  at  Falkland's 
island;  and  that  there  had  been  several 
discussions,  thereupon,  between  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  and  the  ministers  of  the 
saia  court,  of  such  nature  as  might  give 
his  Majesty's  ministers  reason  to  foresee 
the  attack  upon  that  settlement,  which 
was  afterwaras  made  by  the  forces  sslL  the 
crown  of  Spain*  2.  That  captain  Hunt, 
commander  of  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships 
of  war,  arrived  the  3d  of  June,  1770,  and 
brought  information  to  the  commissioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  ad- 
niral  of  Great  Pritaiui  that  i(  Spani&b  go- 


yeraor,  and  commandea  of  Sasnidiihip 
of  war,  had  repeatedly  waned  la  Sij^ 
^s  forces  to  quit  ppssesnon  of  the  ad 
aettlemeDt.  S.  Thatlik  Mi9atj'i  msv. 
ters  made  no  rrpiraimsiiisH  thecnpn 
to  the  court  of  Spain;  and  itisnoKnv, 
that  no  preparations  were  aadefbrm. 
bliog  his  Biajesty  to  do  himsdf  jaake,a 
case  advice  should  come  that  die  sw)  let- 
tlement  was  taken,  and  the  court  of  SfSE 
refuse  his  Majes^  diat  satidbctioD  vhid 
he  had  a  right  to  expect  4b  That  tits 
marquis  de  Grimaldi,  in  his  coDfinaa 
with  Mr.  Harris  on  the  25thof  SepfiOBber 
1770;  and  the  Spanish  amhisndflr,  m  b 
proposal,  meotianed  in  lord  WejfmootL'i 
letter  to  Mr.  Hwris,  on  the  17th  of  Octo- 
ber 1770,  did  disavow  any  putioilar  or- 
ders given  to  the  sovemor  of  Boaos 
Ayres,  to  sdae  by  rorce  tibe  sskl  lett]^ 
ment ;  but  did  admowledge,  thsttlieaid 
governor  had  acted  under  geneni  oden, 
according  to  his  oath  as  governor,  mdx- 
cording  to  the  establimd  lam  of  hjst 
rica.  5.  That  Uie  disavow^  of  the  no- 
lent  enterprise  of  the  Spanisrds,  ud  n 
engaaement  for  the  reatitution  of  the  Port 
and  Fort  Egmont,  have  been  socepted 
without  such  censure  or  panisluDest  i 
the  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres,  ts  mi§b 
make  it  manifest  that  he  did  not  ics 
under  any  orders,  general  or  pardcolsr. 
and  without  such  explanation  of  his  geitf- 
ral  orders,  as  might  sufficiently  lecuK  1» 
Majesty's  poasessions  against  the  like  e* 
suit  and  injury  in  time  to  come.  6.  '^ 
th^  demand  of  the  court  of  Spsio,  that  b> 
Majesty  should  disavow  the  meotcei  ot 
captain  Hunt,  which,  from. the  pap^ 
laid  before  this  House,  is  the  only  appi- 
rent  cause  of  protracting  the  o^ociatk, 
was  unreasonable  and  unjust  7*  Thi: 
though  the  court  of  Spain  did  refuse  ibr  t 
lon^  time  to  do  his  Majesty  tbst  \^ 
which  it  has  since  confessed  to  be  due  to 
him,  no  reparation  has  been  demio(i^ 
for  such  protracted  refbsal;  wberebji 
new  injury  was  received  by  hi«  Maje«^« 
this  country  has  been  put  to  verygr^ 
expence  in  preparations  for  war,  its  ccs* 
merce  interrupted,  and  his  Majest/s  sub- 
jects greatly  distressed.  8.  That  tbeor 
gagement  to  restore  Port  and  Fort  ^ 
mont  is  ambiguous,  and  is  diort  d'^ 
first  proposal  made  by  the  Snanish  so- 
bassador  to  lord  Weymouth,  which  w«  f» 
restore  Falkland's  irfands.  9.  Thii  r^ 
Majesty's  ministers  have  not,  io  the  vb^w 
negociation,  asserted  his  Majestj's  n^Bi 
to  Falkland's  islands,  or  any  of  then)}  or  ^ 
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is  settlement  at  Port  and  Fort  £!gn)ont ; 
ut  have  been  so  inattentive  to  that  right, 
s  to  neglect  laying  in  his  Majesty's  claio^ 
bereto  in  ppposition  to  the  daun  of  the 
'atholic  kiog,  asserted  by  the  Spanish 
inbassador  in  his  Declaration.  10.  That 
1  the  capitulation  for  Port  and  Fort  £g- 
lont,  the  Spanish  officer  insisted  on  4e- 
iining  his  Majesty's  ship  of  war»  called 
be  l^vourite,  till  twenty  days  after  the 
uling  of  one  of  the  frigates  under  th£ 
ommand  of  the  said  officer ;  and  that  to 
revent  the  Favourite's  sailing,  her  rudder 
iiould  be  taken  offi  11.  That  the  de- 
liner  of  his  Majesty's  said  ship  was  an  in- 
iry  for  which  no  reparation  has  been  de- 
sanded  ;  and  takios  the  rudder  from  the 
aid  ship  was  #n  additional  insula  highly 
ijurious  to  the  honour  of  the  British  flag» 
nd  an  ignominy  of  t^e  grossest  nature, 
or  which  also  no  r^^ration  has  been  de- 
aanded.  12.  That  it  does  not  appear  by 
he  p^ers  laid  before  this  House,  what 
ras  the  purport  of  the  language  held  Hy 
he  Spanish  ambassador,  which  induced 
3rd  Rochford,  on  the  2Jst  of  December 
770,  to  give  orders  for  the  immediate  re- 
all  of  Mr.  Harris  from  Madrid ;  nor  wbat 
ras  the  change  in  the  language  of  tlie 
aid  ambassador,  or  in  any  other  circui^- 
tances;  nor  what  authentic  information  of 
he  said  ambassador's  having  orders  from  his 
ourt  to  make  new  proposius,  was  received 
ly  his  Majesty,  wmch  p^uscfl  qew  orders 
0  be  given  tp  Mr.  Harris,  on  the  I8th  of 
anuaiv  1771»  for  his  immediate  r^tujp  to 
ladridf.  13.  That  his  Majesty's  ministers 
ave  neglected  to  make  such  timely  repre- 
entations  to  the  cpi^t  of  Spain,  as  might 
end  to  prevent  all  o/ccasion  of  rupture 
etween  the  two  coufrts ;  having  also  neg- 
3cted  to  inake  such  early  preparatipns  as 
rere  proper  ^nd  necessary  for  procuring 
hat  justice,  which  his  Majesty  l^&d  a  right 
0  expect  in  case  of  a  recusal  of  reparation 
rom  ^lie  court  of  jSpain ;  h^ing  totally 
imitted  many  parts  in  their  prinnal  de- 
iiand,  esfl^ential  to  the  honour  othis  Ma- 
ssty's  crown,  and  the  rights  of  bis  people ; 
larticularly  having  n.egiected  to  aemand 
atisfaction  for  the  affirjopt  offered  to  the 
kitish  flag ;  having  neglected  afterwards 
0  require  any  reparation  for  the  very 
;reat  expences  avd  distresses  incurred  by 
his  nation,  from  the  unreasoxiable  delay 
f  the  court  of  Spain  in  complying  with 
lis  Majesty's  most  moderate  demancb ;  apd 
laving  accepted  from  the  Spanish  ambas- 
ador  an  engagement  to  restore  Port  and 
'ort  Eg^ant,  i^hen  t^e  first  oSfr  of  t))e 
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court  of  Spain  was  to  restore  Falkland's 
islands  ;  and  having  accepted  the  said  en- 

Sagement,  with  savmg  of  the  question  of 
le  pretended,  rieht  of  the  crown  of  Spain 
to  the  Falkland's  islands,  without  any 
counter  claim  on  his  Majesty's  part ;  hav9 
not  supported,  as  by  the  duty  and  trust  of 
(heir  o^ces  they  were  bound  to  do,  thf 
dignity  of  his  Majesty's  crown,  nor  pro« 
vided  for  the  security  of  the  rights  ox  his 
people,  but  haye  concluded  a  conventioni 
maaequate  as  a  reparation  of  honour,  in- 
sufficient and  insecure  with  regard  to  the 
present  interests  and  future  peace  of  the 
nation." 

Having  read  these  heads,  Mr.  Dowdes* 
well  observed,  that  a  conclusion  might 
perhaps  be  drawn  from  them  very  much 
to  the  condemnation  of  administration^ 
who  had  made  such  a  treaty.  He  then 
moved  his  Amendment  as  before  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Nidkolson  Cahert : 

Sir ;  I  cannot  agree  entirely  in  opi- 
nion either  with  the  one  side  of  the  House 
or  with  the  other :  I  have  mj  own  opinion. 
Gentlemen  may  say  that  this  declaration 
shews  in  me  some  expectation,  dependence, 
or  views,  §nd  that  1  am  in  want  of  Bom^ 
provision,  and  take  this,  opportunity  to  lay 
out  for  ap  offer;  but  when  I  look  at  my 
coat  I  find  it  a  very  decent  one ;  I  feel 
myself  very  warm  and  comfortable;  1 
never  knew  the  time  when  I  wanted,  ai^ 
I  never  will  want,  ^  spare  coat.  I  have 
been  in  the  couotry,  and  know  nothing 
of  what  has  passed  here  in  town  respecting 
this  matter ;  I  give  opinions  founa  in  my 
closet  and  by  jpj  fire-side ;  whether  they 
are  approved  or  disapproved^  I  care  not. 
I  ^ive  them  independently  as  I  act,  ai^d  I 
think  I  should  be  unworthy  the  character 
of  a  senator,  if  I  had  any  other  motives 
for  delivering  my  sentiments. 

Having  thus  declared,  Sir,  my  utter  ig- 
norance of  every  transaction  carried  on 
here  in  town  relative  to  the  Spanish  con- 
vention, and  having  moreover  declared  my 
utter  indifference  with  respect  to  any  ap- 
probation or  disapprobation  attending  the 
fi'ee  acknowledgmient  of  my  opinions.  I 
shall  not  scruple  to  pronounce  Great  Bri- 
tain the  aggressor  i|i  the  late  dispute  with 
Spain.  In  profound  peace,  we  seize  an 
island  which  the  French,  ailer  making  an 
absolute  settlement  on  it,  were  obliged  to 
relinouish  as  the  actual  property  of  opain. 
Gentlemen  may  talk  very  vehemently 
about  the  caution  with  which  it  is  neces* 
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tary  to  suard  the  rights  of  the  British  em- 
pire :  but  when  did  Falkland's  island  become 
one  of  these  rights  ?  at  what  time  did  we 
first  get  possession  of  this  island  ?  If  our 
claims  were  prior  to  those  of  the  Spanish 
aation,  why  nave  we  not  asserted  our  title 
earlier ;  and  why  did  we  suflfer  the  French 
to  invade  our  dominions,  or  why  did  we 
undergo  the  stUl  greater  disgrace  of  suf- 
fering the  Spaniards  to  dislodge  them  as 
from  a  territory  of  their  own,  and  never 
once  sensibly  avow  our  pretensions'  or 
spiritedly  call  for  satisfaction  i  A  conduct 
of  this  kind  would  have  been  wise,  would 
have  been  manly,  but  we  pursued  no  con- 
duct of  this  kind.  On  the  contrary,  Sir, 
if  we  have  any  claims,  we  suffered  them  to 
Bleep,  till  the  moment  of  unsuspecting 
tranquillity ;  we  Uien  steal  a  march  iipon 
the  Spaniards  in  open  violation  of  treaties, 
erect  a  fort,  and  wiien  the  court  of  Madrid 
makes  a^  fruitless  demand  of  restitution  by 
Iier  minister,  we  are  to  be  exceedingly  sur- 
prised, nay,  exceedingly  offended  at  their 
taking  that  by  force,  which  we  perempto- 
rily refuse  to  their  solicitation. 

Sir,  if  we  are  tolielieve  the  warmest  ad- 
vocates for  a  war  with  Spain,  Falkland's 
island  has  not  been  in  our  possession  above 
six  or  seven  years ;   if  we  believe  these 

fentlemen  mor^ver,  the  Spanish  minister 
as  presented  memorid  after  memorial 
upon  the  subject  of  the  disputed  territory. 
Which  shews  pretty  plainly  that  our  title 
was  never  aclbnowleaged  by  the  court  of 
Madrid,  and  that  in  the  cessions  made 
to  this  kingdom,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
late  peace,  they  never  intended  to  include 
the  island  in  quortion :  how,  then,  let  me 
again  ask  gentlemen,  is  our  title  to  this 
contested  object  made  evident  ?  Ancient 
as  our  claim  is,  it  was  never  urged  till  the 
year  1765,  and  then  it  was  neither  urged 
with  the  appearance  of  spirit  nor  the  com- 
plexion of  justice.  No,  Sir,  we  sneakingly 
stole  a  settlement  into  the  place  during  a 
period  of  profound  tranquillity ;  and  now 
we  are  to  put  the  Spaniards  to  the  sword 
for  daring  to  consider  it  as  their  property. 
A  great  deal,  Sir,  has  been  said  about 
the  honour  of  the  nation,  and  the  unrelax- 
ing  nicety  with  which  states  like  indivi- 
dusds  should  preserve  the  reputation  of 
their  courage.  I  agree  entirely  with  these 
casuists  for  honour  in  their  general  prin- 
ciple, but  in  their  particular  application  of 
the  doctrine  I  can  by  no  means  concur. 
States  like  individuals  should  undoubtedly 
demand  a  generous  satisfaction,  wherever 
they  have  received  a  reasonable  cause  of 


offence ;  but  surely  the  repellmg  of  any 
injury  that  may  be  offered  us,  gives  as  so 
right  to  act  injuriously ;  we  are  txadj  ai 
much  bound  to  be  just  to  others,  as  spuit- 
ed  with  regard  to  ourselves.  Our  herosm 
cannot  possibly  su&r  the  smallest  djininii- 
tion  by  our  probity ;  whereas  the  want  of 
probity,  with  all  our  heroism,  will  be  un- 
able to  save  us  from  the  contempt,  firoa 
the  detestation  of  mankind.  The  geode- 
men  therefore«  who  are  so  anxious  to  pre- 
serve our  miiitaiy  character,  should  pay 
some  little  attention  to  our  moral  repotS' 
tion ;  they  should  be  satisfied  before  tbejr 
draw  the  sword,  that  what  they  are  to 
fight  for  is  really  their  own;  before t^ 
accuse  the  Spaniards  of  haugfatiness  id 
daring  to  violate  the  sanctity  of  treaties, 
they  should  shew  that  these  treaties  bare 
been  violated.  Let  us  not  be  tnm^rted 
by  the  vehemence  of  our  nadonal  prkie, 
beyond  the  limits  of  our  national  hmntf  . 
If  the  Spaniards  have  been  to  blame,  kt 
their  fault  be  rendered  more  than  oooje^ 
tural ;  let  it  be  made  incontestibly  evident 
to  the  worid.  Till  that  is  done,  I  shall  by 
no  means  join  the  popular  opinioo,  nor 
till  administration  shews  they  have  not  de- 
manded too  much  from  the  kin^om  of 
Spain,  shall  mv  suffrage  be  added  to  the 
supporters  of  the  present  question. 

Colonel  Burgoyne  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir ;  the  present  occasion  is  one  tf 
the  very  few  upon  which  I  have  though 
it  necessary  to  give  the  reasons  for  dj 
vote ;  and  I  am  an  anxious  solicitor  fort 
short  indulgence  of  the  House,  to  ddrrer, 
after  the  example  of  the  hon.  gentleDan 
who  spoke  last,  an  opinion  of  my  ovSi 
differing  from  die  noble  lord  who  made 
the  motion,  upon  the  propriety  of  die  Ad- 
dress, and  though  I  shall  concur  in  oj 
vote -with  the  nght  hon.  gendeman  wfao 
moved  the  amendment,  differing  with  hna 
also  upon  the  measures  with  which  bepnn 
poses  to  pursue  it.  I  confess^  Sir,  at  the 
same  time,  I  rise  under  every  embarnss* 
ment  that  can  affect  a  man  whowisbtf» 
and  yet  finds  it  difficult,  to  reconcile^ 
public  opinion  his  several  duties  to  sB 
king,  to  his  country,  and  to  himself. 

Sir,  at  the  opening  of  the  debate,  I W 
another  difficulty.  I  lamented,  in  com- 
mon I  believe  with  many,  that  this  qo^* 
tion  came  into  discussion  upon  a  motii^ 
for  an  Address.  Duty  and  afiection  to  W 
Majesty,  sense  of  the  magnanimity  of  tiw 
royal  mind,  and  reverence  for  thegcn^ 
vurtues  that  have  place  there,  are  ses^ 
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lents  ever  uppermost  in  my  heart ;  and 

is  extremely  irksome  to  mc  to  avoid  any 
ccasion  to  give  them  expreasioo.  But, 
ir,  when  such  expressions  are  impli- 
ited  and  interwoven  with,  and  insepa- 
ible  from  matter  to  which  my  mind  can- 
ot  assent,  I  think'  I  should  ill  perform  my 
uty  to  my  country,  if  I  considered  an 
address  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  mode. 
»  convey  the  sense  or  parliament  upon  a 
leasure  of  state. 

Sir,  the  question  has  been  stated  on 
ich  side  the  House  as  a  question  of  ho- 
our.  It  is  then  for  the  feelings,  not  the 
dents  of  men  to  decide  it.  I  mean  not 
)  tax  the  honour  of  any  man  who  had  a 
lare  in  the  negociation ;  I  am  particularly 
snsible  how  eminently  the  noble  lords 
'ho  made  and  seconded  the  motion  pos- 
sss  that  principle;  but  still.  Sir,  it  is  a 
rinciple  that  camiot  be  defined  by  any 
recise  rule  or  line.  It  strikes,  like  beauty, 
1  different  degrees  upon  different  tern- 
era,  habits,  and  conceptions ;  and  I  must 
e  diowed,  without  offence,  to  judge  of  it 
ccording  to  the  notions  which  nature  and 
ducation  have  given  me. 

To  consider  it  then.  Sir,  upon  this  orin- 
iple,  all  arguments  upon  the  right  otpos- 
^ssion  are  foreign  and  immaterial  to  the 
abject :  I  must  also  lay  aside  all  conside- 
itions  of  the  expediency  of  peace ;  for  no 
tan  will  deny  tnat,  upon  the  precepts  of 
onour,  to  perish  at  once  is  preferable  to 
nduring  ignominious  existence. 

The  question  thus  divested  of  superflu- 
us  roptter  appears  to  me  thus :  had  the 
)eclaration  come  immediately  upon  the 
emand — accompanied  with  the  disgrace 
f  the  governor  Buccarelli — ^not  an  enforced 
isgraco)  which  it  would  have  been  un- 
eiicrous  in  this  country  to  ask,  and  abject 
1  Spain  to  grant,  but  such  an  one  as  bore 
vident  marks  of  sincerity,  and  must  na- 
irallv  have  followed  a  real  disobedience 
f  order — ^I  should  then  have  thought  it, 
nd  barely  have  thought  it,  admissible; 
ad  it  come  after  reprisal  made,  and  a  iust 
3venge  taken  by  arms  in  the  face  of  £u- 
3pe,  I  should  then  have  thought  it  ade- 
uate :  but  it  comes  now  after  a  long  de- 
ly  of  many  months,  evidently  induced  by 
le  political  unforeseen  circumstances  of 
le  time,  and  accompanied  with  a  reser- 
ation  which  commits  the  right  upon  the 
enial  of  which  the  affront  was  founded^— 
Jnder  these  circumstances,  I  cannot  re- 
oncile  the  part  we  have  acted  to  any  ideas 
have  ever  conceived  gf  pationftl  wgoity, 
r  public  hoQQur. 


A  suspension  of  satisfiurtion  is  an  ^  in- 
crease or  injury:  every  procrastination, 
the  accession  of  every  ignominious  hour 
corrodes  and  spreads  the  wound  of  honour ; 
and  I  hold  as  a  just  application  of  tliis 
maxim,  that,  according  to  the  degree  in 
which  the  dispute  with  Spain  was  pro< 
tracted,  we  were  intitled  to  make  new 
claims,  and  to  insist  upon  more  ample  re- 
paration— ^reparation  tot  expences  incur- 
red; reparation  for  tlie  suffering  of  na- 
tional character. — Spain  gave  fifteen  mi- 
nutes to  an  officer  or  Great  Britain  to  eva^ 
cuate  a  garrison.  Great  Britain  slept  four 
months  upon  the  insult. 

^  Sir,  a  rieht  hon.  gentleman  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  debate  drew  some  infe- 
rences from  the  convention  in  1739.  I 
beg  leave  to  recur  to  the  same  convention 
for  one  remark ;  though  that  convention 
was  grounded  upon  a  recent  injurv :  it  is 
observable  in  the  preamble,  or  the  first  ar- 
ticle, I  do  not  exactly  remember  which, 
that  it  was  thought  necessary,  in  order  to 
establish  a  permanent  agreement,  to  con- 
sider the  disputes  between  the  two  nations 
retrospectively  to  the  most  remote  causes. 
Sir,  I  wish  it  had  been  found  consistent 
with  policy  and  propriety  to  have  followed 
that  plan  now.  I  am  aware  of  the  jargu- 
ment  that  may  be  brought  against  intro- 
ducing collateral  matter  in  treating  for  a 
prompt  reparation  of  a  particular  injurv ; 
but  yet  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  tne 
behaviour  of  Spain  gave  us  title  to  hold 
language,  put  into  proper  terms  of  nego- 
ciation^ to  this  effiect : — We  have  reason  to 
suspect  your  faith— If  you  are  really  sin- 
cere to  maintain  the  peace— if  you  really 
hold  that  reciprocitv  of  sentiment  you 
profess,  consent  with  us  to  remove  ab-* 
solutely  for  ever  (those  are  the  words  of 
the  convention  of  1739)  all  cause  of  fu- 
ture complaint  There  is  a  cause  that 
lies  at  the  heart  of  every  Briton — ^the  Ma- 
nilla ransom— restore  your  faith— dis- 
charge that  debt— we  demand  it  asapledge 
of  your  sincerity,  accept  the  proposal  as  a 
proof  of  ours. — Is  it  sure,  Sir,  that  Spain 
would  not  have  complied  i  Is  there  not  a 
spark  of  honour  remaining  in  the  councils 
of  Spain  to  induce  her  to' redeem  the  lost 
opinion  of  mankind  ?  Good  God !  Sir, 
wnile  Spun  was  undegenerate,  and  old 
Castilian  honour  survived,  Spain  would 
have  adored  the  principle  that  aictated  the 
Manilla  capitulation— She  would  have 
raised  statues  to  an  enemy  under  whose 
banners  compassion  restrained  the  rights  of 
conque9t}  9m  interest  yielded  to  humanity. 
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to  our  country)  for  the  honours  And  le- 
wardfl  we  receive  at  her  bandft-4i  zeal  Id 
be  the  forward  instrunients  to  Tbdicate 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the  ngbtttf 
the  people  of  Great  Britain. 

Upon  these  motives,  Sir,  and  upon  tio 
other,  disobliging  perhaps  manypenoQi 
here,  recommending  myself  to  none,  seek« 
ing  no  approbation  but  that  of  my  mlt 
mind,  1  must,  from  the  most  compoUfe 
dictates  there,  eive  my  assent  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  gentlenuui,  as  it  se- 
parates the  sentiments  of  duty  and  gratf- 
tude  to  the  king,  which  I  am  most  eamert 
to  manifest,  from  those  which  regard  A6 
act  of  his  council,  and  which  in  thb  iD- 
stance  I  cannot  apjprove. 


But,  Sir,  it  is  not  only  the  interest  of 
Great  Britain,  the  interest  of  human  na« 
ture  is  concerned  in  the  discharge  of  the 
Manilla  ransom.  The  subjects  of  Spain 
win  one  day  execrate  that  fatal  policy  of 
their  court.  The  day  will  come,-  when 
British  sailors  and  soldiers  will  exact  a  se- 
vere retaliation  for  that  prostitution  of 
public  faith ;  and  tho^e  who  would  wish  to 
emulate  the  virtues  of  admiral  Cornish  and 
sir  W.  Draper,  will  find  themselves  unwil- 
lingly justified  in  pursuing  the  most  oppo- 
site conduct. 

But,  Sir,  to  admit  for  sake,  of  argument, 
I  do  it  no '  otherwise,  that  the  demand  of 
the  Manilla  ransom  was  not  compatible 
with  the  late  negociation ;  I  still  maintain, 
that  it  served  as  just  argument  against  the 
credit  of  Spain,  and  intided  us  to  demand 
nostages  for  the  performance  of  any  con- 
tract she  made.  It  gave  us  warrant  to 
treat  Spanish  honour  as  visionary  security. 
When  every  breast  in  Spain  must  have 
felt  for  the  redemption  of  *the  lives  and 
fortunes  of  fellow  subjects,  upon  a  dis- 
graceful frugality,  she  disavowed  the  go- 
vernor of  Manilla ;  when,  not  compeued 
by  Great  Britain,  but  by  the  obstinacy  or 
disability  of  her  ally,  it  became  necessary 
to  retard  the  blow  levelled  at  this  country, 
she  disavows  the  governor  of  Buenos 
Ayres ;  when  upon  a  new  chance  of  poli- 
iics,  perhaps  on  the  morrow  of  your  dis- 
arming, she  shall  thbk  proper  again  to 
fake  the  vanguard  of  the  family  compact, 
and  renew  the  blow,  she  will  disavow  the 
signature  of  her  ambassador;  and  leave  to 
Great  Britain  the  inglorious  reflection  and 
repentance  of  a  fruidess  expence,  an  inef- 
fectual armament,  and  illusory  compro- 
mise. 

.  Sir,  I  have  troubled  the  House  too  lonff, 
but  I  cannot  sit  down  without  one  remark. 
tt  has  been  the  fashion  to  maintain,  I  have 
seen  it  in  print,  and  I  have  heard  it  in  con- 
rersation,  that  military  men  were  preju- 
diced judges  in  Questions  of  this  nature, 
for  that  war  wa?  tneir  trade,  their  interest, 
and  their  delight.  Sir,  I  disdain  the  idea, 
find  renounce  it  in  the  name  of  my  pro- 
fession. The  man  who  would  wantonly 
promote  bloodshed,  who  upon  private 
views  of  advantage  or  ambition  would  in- 
volve Europe  in  the  calamities  ,of  war, 
would  be  a  monster  of  ferocity,  a  disgrace 
to  his  profession,  to  his  country,  and  to 
human  nature.'  But,  Sir,  there  are  motives 
upon  which  a  soldier  m^y  wish  for  war : 
they  are,  a  sense  of  satis&ction  due  for  an 
injufy  received— a  desire  to  make  a  return 


Admffal  Keppd  defended  the 
flag,  and  particularly  spoke  of  the  ltspa^ 
donable  insult  ofered  to  the  natisBa]  hf- 
nour  in  taking  off  the  rudder  of  an  Eo^ 
man  of  war« 

Captain  Walsin^ham  said,  if  he  ^ 
commanded  that  ship,  and^BucbareOi  biia- 
self  had  attempted  to  take  off  her  rod- 
der, he  would  have  knocked  off  his  head. 

Governor  PotonaU  .•* 

Sir;  as  the  line  of  my  services uft- 
der  hrs  late  majesty  doth  naturally  leal 
me  to  some  knowledge  of  this  kind  of  bu- 
siness, which  is  the  subject  of  your  present 
consideration;  as  I  have  taken  somepaitf 
to  collect  into  a  series,  the  scattered  ana 
unconnected  facts  which  respect  the  d^ 
elation;  1  will  ventura  to  trouble  w 
House  with  my  sentiments  upon  it,  bott 
as  to  fact  and  opinion. 

The  consideration  of  the  matters  cda- 
tained  in  the  papers  laid  before  you,  htf 
fed  a  noble  lord  to  move  an  Afircsa  of 
thanks  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  commuaicsj 
tion  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  make  rf 
these  papers ;  and  to  testify  our  sincoa 
satisfaction  in  the  accommodation  whiw 
his  Majesty  has  obtained,  by  the  disafofii 
made,  and  restitution  promised,  as  flw^ 
two  articles  stand  in  the  Declaration  » 
prince  Masserano.  The  noble  lord, » 
stating  the  grounds  of  his  motion,  "has  «■ 
ferred  very  little  to  the  papers  whk*  f a^ 
port  to  give  an  account  of  tlien^ocianoo: 
and,  indeed,  I  do  not  wonder  at  it,  wheal 
see  how  imperfect,  how  defalcaled  an  •o- 

»  From  a  pamphlet,  poblished  is  l^Jk,**' 
titled,  «*  Two  Speeches  of  an  btrnwnv^^^ 
tltfknan  on  the  late  Negotiatioa  and  Gotfwm 
with  Spain.** 
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ount  they  do  giVe  of  that  matter.  He 
las  grounaed  the  reason  of  this  motioh  on 
he  matter  of  the  conventioki,  as  contttmed' 
1  the  declaration  and  acceptance.  He 
as  afgued  solely  on  the  condusioQi  as  it 
tands  in  the  convention ;  not  as  his  accn- 
ate  reasoning  would  have  deduced  it  from 
lie  prelimitaaries  contaitted  in  the  negocta- 
ion :  but  taking  it  as  he  finds  it^  he  diinks 
[le  disavowtd  full  up  to  the  reparation  de- 
landed ;  the  reparation  adequate  to  the 
ijury  received ;  the  satis&ction  full  to  the 
oint  of  hoilour.  This  point  secured,  he 
[links  that  the  examhiation  of  the  question 
f  war  or  peace  ought  to  turn  rather  upon 
he  point  of  prudence  as  to  our  situation 
1  Europe,  thian  to  be  urged  from  motives 
f  ambition  in  America.  In  describing 
he  state  of  this  Country,  he  has  given  a 
tetail  too  true,  I  am  afraid,  and  too  accu- 
ate,  as  to  its  interior  circumstances :  and 
to  minister,  long  conversant  in  public  af« 
airs,  could  have  given  a  more  extensive 
r  a  more  thoroughly  considered  view  of 
ur  foreign  relations  and  connections.  But 
apprehend  that  the  question  must  turn 
pon  other  points. 

A  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Dowdes- 
rein  has  pursued  a  very  dmerent  line  in 
onsidering  this  matter.  He  has  shewn, 
tat  if  this  accommodation  or  conventron 
or  by  whatever  other  name  you  shall  be 
leased  to  call  It)  were  in  itself  never  so 
ist  and  honourable ;  yet  that  the  process 
f  it  is  not,  as  yet,  in  that  stage,  which 
''ould,  with  any  propriety,  justify  this 
louse  in  goine  Into  any  decisive  opinion 
pon  it;  much  less  in  acceding;  to  any 
3stimony  of  our  sincere  satisfaction  in  it 
?his  point,  I  do  flatter  myself,  I  shall 
e  able  to  give  full  conviction  of,  when 

come  to  state  the  real  history  of  the 
egociation  by  which  it  hath  been  con- 
ucted. 

The  consideration  <A  this  matter  not 
eing  in  a  state  of  perfection,  on  account 
f  its  not  being  brought  as  yet  to  a  con- 
tusion, is  stated  by  the  riffht  hon.  gen- 
leraan,  as  the  grounds  ana  reason  why 
e  would  have  moved  the  previous  ques- 
on  upon  this  motion  for  an  Address; 
ad  it  not  been,  that  the  movins  of  a 
revious  question  might  be  invidiously 
onstrued  into  a  wish,  or  an  intention,  of 
voiding  the  main  question  of  approba- 
ion  or  disapprobation.  He  has,  therefore, 
3ined  Jssue  with  the  noble  lord  upon  the 
lain  question;  and  has  stated  distinctly, 
roposition  by  proposition,  upon  each  stage 
f  this  business^  matters  of  fact  so  stron^y 


eoiJFfinkied  by  the  evidence  of  the  papetH 
(broken  into  fVagments,  as  that  evidence 
now  lies,  tipon  your  table),  that  not  one 
single  circumstance  has  been  denied ;  not 
on6  single  circumstance  can  be  denied*  Hd 
tAU  upon  the  House  to  go  into  an  ao« 
curate,  attentive  discussion  of  these  facts^ 
before  it  comes  into  matter  of  opiniQii 
upon  the  conclusion.  He  marks  openly, 
fairly,  and  with  candour,  the  point  t6 
which  he  thinks  this  inquiry  must  Iead4 
If  the  evidience  supports  these  facts,  he 
thinks  that  the  House,  instead  of  feeling  a 
sincere  satisfaction  upon  this  business, 
must  be  impressed  "With  sentiments  Uiat 
will  prompt  censure ;  and  hath  opened  t^ 
you  the  censure  which  he  should  move  for. 
He  hath  avoided,  however,  to  come  t<^ 
any  other  condusion  at  present,  than  that 
of  moving  this  House  to  leave  out  all 
the  latter  part  of  the  Address  proposed, 
which  goes  to  an  [opinion  of  the  conventaon^ 
prior  to  an  examination  of  die  facts  of  the 
negociation.  He  wishes  to  thank  his  Ma*> 
jesty,  for  the  gracious  communiciftioii 
which  he  has  been  pleased  to  make  6f  the 
matter  of  this  business ;  and  to  make  a 
due  and  grateful  return  by  giving  to  his 
Majesty  roe  fkithful  advice  of  his  Com* 
mens,  upon  a  diligent,  dispassionate,  arid 
accurate  examination  of  tbt  situatidn  in 
which  it  stands. 

As  I  had  the  honour  to  second  this  mo- 
tion, I  shall  endeavour  to  give  such  rea- , 
sons  (in  a  general  Kne  of  supporting  it)  aa 
may  obviate  every  objection  that  has  been 
attempted  to  be  made  to  it.  In  stating  the 
ikcts,  1  shall  first  mark  those  which  relate 
to  the  act  of  hostility,  the  cause  of  this 
negociation ;  next  those  of  the  negociation 
itself;   and,  lastly,  shall  state  these  two 

Soints  on  which  the  convention  turned,  the 
isavowal  and  the  restitution.  His  Ma- 
jesty had  been  pleased  to  exert  a  right,  bv 
taking^ possession  of  Falkland's  island,  fol- 
lowed by  an  exercise  of  sovereignty  in  the 
establishment  of  a  fort.  By  the  exertion 
of  this  right,  and  the  affixing  the  sove- 
reignty, the  honour  of  the  imperial  crown 
of  Great  Britain  was  committed.  On 
occupying  this  right,  by  the  settlement  of 
British  8v3)jecU,  the  rights  of  the  British 
nation  were  committed.  Let  us  see,  then, 
how  they  have  been  treated. 

A  Spanish  governor,  holding  delegated 
powers  under  a  sovereign  in  league  and 
amity  with  Great  Britain,  resists  thh  right 
by  force.  The  rights  of  treaty,  and  good 
foith  in  the  execution  of  those  treaties,  re« 
quire  that  he  should  have  referred  the 
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matter  to  his  sovereign;  but,  under  a 
daim  of  right,  established  on  pretended 
laws  of  America,  paramount  to  treaty  and 
good  faith,  he  commences  hostilities;  arives 
file  Briti^  subject  from  his  possessions, 
and  accompanies  his  act  of  hostility  with  a 
wanton  ignominious  insult  on  the  British 
flaff,  whicm  no  circumstances  could  justify, 
and  which  carries  the  insult  home  to  the 
sovereignty  itself.  He  treats  the  British 
subjects,  exerting  this  ri^ht  by  commission, 
and  under  authority  of  Uie  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  as  doing  an  act  of  confessed  inva- 
sion, as  convicted  interlopers.  By  this  act 
of « hostility,  thus  exerted,  the  honour  of 
his  Majesty's  crown,  and  the  security  of 
the  rights  of  his  people,  become  indeed 
deeply  affected.  This  was  his  Majesty's 
just  sense  of  it:  he  demanded  immediate 
reparation.  The  conduct  of  seeing  this 
demand  carried  to  its  effect  was  committed 
to  his  ministers ;  and  the  business  of  this 
da^  is,  to  inquire  how  they  have  executed 
thismost  important  commission,  so  essential 
to  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  to  the 
rights  of  the  people. 

In  considering  this,  I  shall  now  mark 
the  facts  which  relate  to  the  negociation 
itself.  It  commenced  about  the  12th  of 
September^  His  Majesty  gave  orders  for 
the  making  a  demand,  that  the  court  of 
Spain  should  disavow  the  act  of  its  go- 
vernor ;  and  that  it  should  restore  every 
thing  to  (he  same  circumstances  in  which 
they  were  before  the  act  of  hostOity  was 
committed. 

This  negociation  trained  on  to  the  15th 
of  December,  under  propositions  made  by 
the  court  of  Spain,  always  inadequate,  and 


^e  could,  in  honour  and  iustice,  demand ; 
and  that  there  remained  no  difficulties, 
but  matter  of  punctilio  only:  yet,  these 
mere  matters  of  punctilio  had  such  power- 
ful offset  on  die  English  ministry,,  that 
the  negociation  between  his  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  Spanish  em- 
bassador was  frequently  interrupted  and 
broken  off.  It  was,  from  time  to  time,  in- 
deed picked  up  again,  and  continued,  by 
an  extra-official  ministerial  negociation 
between  a  great  minister  and  the  French 
agent :  but  such  was  the  crisis  to  which 
this  matter  of  punctilio  wrought  itself, 
that  on  the  15th  of  December,  his  Ma- 
jesty's Secretary  of  State  did  not  think  he 
^ouid  safely  remain  in  office  conducting 
that  negociation,  unless  it  was  brought  to 
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some  point,  precise  and  deternuoste.  He 
therefore,  on  that  day,  made  four  proposi- 
tions to  the  cabinet  These  propoeiuoos 
were  rejected ;  and  on  the  18th  he  fouod 
it  necessary  to  resign  his  office.  Wbat 
passed  between  that  day  and  the  21st, 
which  induced  the  cabinet  to  re-consder 
those  propositions,  the  papers  oq  jour 
table  do  not  inform  you :  and  yet  it  is  cer* 
tain  that  something  very  materia!  most 
have  passed,  because,  on  that  day,  the 
21st,  one  of  these  prc^iositions  vis 
adopted.*— Mr.  Harris,  your  minister  at 
Madrid,  was  recalled.  It  is  publicly  re- 
ported, as  a  matter  of  notonety,  that  i 
letter  of  prince  Masserano,  coaceiTed  la 
very  strong  and  decisive  terms,  made  it 
necessary  to  bring  on  this  matter  again, 
and  brought  it  to  this  crisis.  Whatever 
was  the  cause,  the  letter  of  lord  Rocfaford, 
of  this  date,  fixes  this  fact.  Thtis  dis 
matter,  which  is  represented  to  os  asiur- 
ing  no  difficulties  but  in  mere  mstters  of 
form,  occasions  a  secretary  of  state  to  re* 
tire  from  office,  and  brings  the  Briti^i 
court  to  an  open  rupture,  actually  d^ 
clared  by  the  recall  of  its  minister.  Hk 
fact,  which  the  House  here  will  mark,  is, 
that  so  far  as  respects  Great  Britain,  vir 
was  determined  on  the  2Ist  of  Deoanber. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  the  king  of 
Spain  (as  the  marquis  Grimaldi  had  i^ 
formed  Mr.  Harris  he  would  do)  called  t 
^rand  council,  to  deliberate  on  the  matter 
m  negociation.  At  that  councfl,  an  ulti- 
mate proposition,  of  a  tenor  and  spirit 
which  had  idready  been  refused  by  the 
court  of  London,  was  fixed  upon ;  and  the 
final  resolution  of  the  councu  was,  that  it 
that  ultimatum  was  rejected,  war  must  be 
the  immediate  result.  The  House  viH 
here  remark,  that  on  the  pfut  of  Spala 
also,  war  was  determined  upon  the  27th 
of  December. 

All  negociation  between  those  minlsten 
of  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  who  were 
commissioned  to  treat,  was  broken  o£ 
The  principals  in  the  quarrel  had  deter- 
mined to  appeal  to  arms :  whence  then 
came  this  truce  ?  Here  it  will  be  necesaiT 
to  mark  the  interposition  of  his  moit 
Christian  majesty :  but  preparatory  to  this, 
it  will  be  proper  to  observe  how  the 
kindly  ground  was  first  hiid  in  Engiaod. 
A  secret  extra-official  line  of  n^^iatioQ 
has  been  referred  to  in  this  narrative.  The 
thread  of  this  was  never  broken  by  pinK^' 
tilios.  It  was  \  preventer  brace  to  the 
main  line  of  negociation.    When  that  was 

broken  on  the  21a(  of  Decemberi  this 
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ireveDter  held  on  by  the  confidential  ex- 
ra-official  negociation ;  and  terms  of  ac- 
ommodation  were  on  die  22d  treated  of, 
etween  a  great  minister  and  the  French 
gent.  This  conversation  indeed  was  not 
erfectly  confidential ;  for  although  it 
urported  to  be  a  firee  communication  of 
xpedients  for  accommodation,  this  great 
lan  did  not  inform  the  French  agent,  that 
4r.  Harris  was  recalled.  If  this  circum- 
tance  should  be  denied,  I  beg  to  recall  to 
bat  great  man's  memory,  the  very  strong 
erms  of  reproach  which  were  used  by 
his  Fk'ench  agent,  when  on  the  4th  of  Ja- 
iuary  (by  lord  Rochford's  acquainting 
»rince  Masse^ano  of  the  recall)  this  agent 
ame  to  the  knowledge  of  the  fact. 

This  kindly  ground  lying  thus  in  £ng- 
md,  his  most  Christian  majesty,  on  the 
14th  of  December,  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
.ing  of  Spain,  informing  him  of  his  inten- 
Ions  to  dismiss  his  minister,  the  duke  de 
^hoiseul :  he  explained  to  him  the  rea- 
ons,  laid  before  him  the  internal  state  of 
he  kingdom,  and  marked  to  him  the  ne- 
essity  of  peace  for  the  present. 

The  dispatches  of  the  king  of  Spain, 
rhich  were  sent  off  in  consequence  of  the 
:rand  council  I  have  mentioned,  arrived 
c  Paris  the  2d  of  January ;  and  the  duke 
e  Choiseul  being  then  "(dismissed,  these 
tspatches  came  directly  into  the  French 
ing's  own  hands.  He  saw  that  the  ulti- 
latum  contained  in  them  was  of  a  nature 
hat  would  not  be  received  or  complied 
rith  by  (he  court  of  London,  and  that  it 
ould  lead  only  to  an  open  rupture.  He 
herefore  did  not  forward  these  dispatches; 
»ut,  retaining  them,  wrote  back  to  Uie 
Jng  of  Spain,  stating  to  him  the  necessity 
•f  peace,  from  the  impossibility  of  France 
ntering  at  present  into  war,  in  aid  and 
ssistance  to  him.  In  answer  to  which, 
he  king  of  Spain  referred  himself  wholly 
0  the  king  of  France ;  put  his  honour  into 
lis  hands ;  and  gave  him  full  powers  to 
onclude  for  him :  desiring  him  to  act  ex- 
ctly  as  if  it  was  his  own  case,  only  to  re- 
nember  that  he  had  the  charge  of  the 
>atholic  kiog's  honour,  which  was  dearer 
o  him  than  all  his  dominions,  and  even 
ban  life  itself. 

His  Christian  majesty  being  thus  vested 
irith  full  powers  from  Spain,  and  matters 
leing  thus  prepared  in  England,  he 
brms  the  terms  of  the  conclusion ;  and 
ends  them  hither  to  his  minister,  to  be 
:ommnnicated  to  the  Spanish  minister: 
mt  sends,  at  the  same  time,  to  M.  de 
jiuisne  a  lettefi  ordering  him  to  adhere 


strictly  and  dosely  to  the  &mily  compact ; 
and  if  the  Spanish  minister  should  be  re- 
called, to  come  away  himself  without  de« 
lav.  This  letter  was  an  ostensible  one, 
which  M.  de  Guisne  had  private  orders  to 
shew  to  our  ministry  previous  to  commu« 
nicating  the  terms  of  the  accommodation. 

These  dispatches  arrived  on  the  14th  of 
January.  Prince  Masserano,  notwith- 
standing every  deference  to,  and  the  most 
profound  respect  and  reverence  for,  hit 
Christian  majesty,  yet  finds  himself  in  a 
predicament  of  resisting  those  directions 
of  the  king  of  France:  first,  as  they  were 
contrary  to,«or  at  least  incongruous  with, 
the  prior  instructions  which  he  had  re- 
ceived firom  his  own  court :  next,  as  he 
might  have  reason  to  apprehend  that,  not- 
withstanding the  full  powers  which  France 
had  to  conclude  this  matter,  these  full 
powers  might  be  revoked  by  the  Spanish 
court,  when  they  came  to  be  informed  of 
the  recall  of  Mr.  Harris :  and  lastly,  that 
as  the  negotiation  between  him  and  the 
British  Secretary  of  State  was  broken 
off,  and  Mr.  Harris  actually  recalled,  he 
could  not  negociate  upon  any  terms. 

These  difficulties  lasted  from  this  time  to 
the  18th.  On  that  day  (^the  18th)  our 
ministry  determined  to  give  him  satisfac- 
tion by  remandine  Mr.  Harris  back  to 
Madrid.  For  which  purpose,  on  that  day, 
four  or  five  messengers  were  sent  difierent 
ways  in  order  to  meet  him.  Lord  Roch- 
fo^d's  letter  of  that  date  gives  as  a  reason 
for  this,  that  his  Majesty,  from  the  infor- 
mation he  had  received,  had  reasoq  to  be- 
lieve that  prince  Masserano  had  orders  to 
make  fresh  proposals.  Surely  this  was 
but  a  poor  reason  for  making  so  essential 
an  altefation  in  the  system  of  our  businessy 
merely  on  a  suggestion  that  prince  Mas- 
serano (who,  for  four  months  together, 
had  been  making  propositions  always  in- 
adequate, and  mostly  inadmissible)  had 
now  fresh  orders  to  make  some  other  pro- 
positions. But  the  information,  which  our 
court  had,  gave  them  sufficient  intelli- 
gence what  those  propositions  were;  and 
if  they  had  been  pleased  to  lay  that  infor- 
mation before  this  House,  this  House 
would  have  seen  from  whence  it  came : 
but  that  part  of  information  as  to  this  bu- 
siness is  not  laid  before  us. 

As  to  the  other  difficulties  of  princ6 
Masserano,  they  are  said  to  have  been  ad- 
justed by  the  French  minister's  giving  him 
m  writing,  assurance  of  his  Christian  ma- 
jesty's having  full  powers  to  conclude  this 
busmess;  and  also  a  justification  or  iadent* 
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aifiqiti<in  for  bis  doing  it*  under  tbote  di- 
rectlon&  Upon  this  ground  the  matter 
WM  concluded  on  the  22nd  of  January ; 
the  very  day  that  parliament  oaet,  and 
about  an  hour  before  it  did  meet*  Had 
the  «gning  of  this  matter  been  deferred 
two  or  three  days,  that  is»  till  Friday  the 
25th,  it  could  not  have  been  signed  at  aU ; 
for  on  that  day  prince  Masserano  received 
his  recall,  ordering  him  to  come  avray 
vithout  taking  leave* 

Now,  Sir,  b  the  bosinesa  of  this  accom* 
modation  signed,  not  hj  Spanish  orders, 
but  under  ]^nch  directions;  signed  at  a 
time  when  the  powers  given  for  concluding 
this  matter  stand  actually  revoked;  whan 
it  is  not  known  whether  this  conclusion 
will  be  adopted  and  confirmed  by  the  kinJE 
of  Spain ;  at  a  time  when  the  Spanish 
ambassador  stands  recalled,  and  does  no 
more  go  to  court.  Is  this  a  stage  of  the 
business,  either  ipr  this  House  to  go  into 
an  approbation  of  it,  or  to  go  up  to  his 
Majesty  with  thanks  for  it,  as  a  matter 
conduaed  I  And  if  it  should  not  be  ac- 
cepted by  Spain,  would  even  ministry  it- 
self wish  to  make  so  ridiculous  a  figure  as 
they  must  do,  in  having  induced  parlia- 
ment to  approve  a  measure  th^  very  con- 
trary of  wW  It  may  turn  out  in  the  event  ? 

It  will  be  here  observed,  that  this  busi- 
ness has  been  conducted  in  two  different 
lines  of  negociation ;  the  one  diplomatic, 
re^onsible,  upon  paper ;  the  other  minis- 
tenal,  irresponsible,  on  parole:  the  one 
conducted  officially  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's secretary  of  state,  by  a  one  uniform, 
unremitted  demand  (such  as  it  was), 
ur^ed  with  spirit,  ana  broken  off  with 
apirit:  the  otoer,  .by  a  great  man,  in  an 
extra-official  wajr,  picking  up  a  broken 
thread  of  negociation,  and  holding  on  a 
kind  of  tt>]iced  and  knotted  treaty,  by 
'acconunooation  with  a  French  agent. 
Although  the  king  of  France  is  not  ad- 
mitted, on  either  side,  as  the  mediator 
avowed;  although  the  minister  of  this 
country  did  publicly  disavow  all  media- 
tion ;  yet  it  does  appear,  that  the  court  of 
France  was  permitted  to  interpose :  and 
havu^,  as  it  were,  put  both  £n|;land  and 
Spain  in  arrest,  did  finally  dictate  the 
terms  of  their  accommodation. 

We  are  told  that  this  negociation  was, 
^  all  demands  of  honour  should  be,  simple 
and  penemptory ;  that  it  consisted  but  of 
two  words  invariably  adhered  to,  *  disavow 
and  restore.*  Let  us  therefisre  consider  it 
on  these  two  points. 

'  It  disavows  indeed  that  tlu#  particular 


expedition  was  undertaken  and  earned  08 
under  any  eqiecial  orders  for  it;  bat  at 
the  same  tiipe  sam  that  the  Sfsaidi  go- 
vernor waa  justifiable,  and  does  yebh 
him,  in  having  undertaken  this  expedi. 
tioQ,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  of  his  ad- 
mission, his  general  instmcdoDs,  and  tbe 
established  laws  of  America.  Sudi  dis- 
avowal, aceompanied  with  a  daim  of  ngbt 
to  justifV  the  governor,  in  hawing  coo- 
menced  hostilities  under  the  eircoaisuoco 
and  principles  referred  to,  is  an  iosdt  is- 
stead  of  a  disavowaL  Tlie  daiai  of  as; 
such  right,  on  any  such  principles,  is  ces- 
trary  to  every  treaty  by  which  we  stsod  is 
league  and  amity  with  the  court  of  Spaia; 
is  directly  contrary  to  that  good  tiitiiTUb 
whidi  his  Majesty  and  his  anceston  btre 
ever  executed  those  treaties.  Bj  ikx 
treaties,  the  sovereigns  at  peace  with  eadi 
other,  must  be  responsible  that  ihme  wbo 
act  under  their  delegated  powen  AaH  ob- 
serve that  peace:  and  it  la  expreoljsi- 
pulated,  that  they  sbaU  not  comneoce 
hostilities  without  reference  to  thdr  sore- 
reigns,  and  without  receiving  their  espe- 
cial commands  thereupon.  If  anj  of  hs 
Britannic  m^esty's  governors  in  Anteiia 
had  committed  any  act  of  hostility  of  i!m 
kind,  that  act  would  have  been  cnniaaL 
as  not  justifiable  nor  to  be  justified  bj  tbeir 
powers  of  government;  and  as  beiog di- 
rectly contrary  to  Uieir  instructiou- 
Tbose  charters  in  which  delegated  powers 
of  government  are  granted,  nave  sD  oii- 
formly  a  clause  restraining  those  wbo  hi 
and  act  under  those  powers,  from  doLig 
any  act  of.  hostility  againat  any  prisce  or 
state,  or  their  subjects,  who  are  in  league 
and  amity  with  the  crown  of  Grest  Sri- 
tain,  under  pain  of  beiogput  out  of  bk 
Majesty's  protection.  Those  vbo  act 
with  powers  of  goremment  immo^ij 
under  his  Majesty's  coipmissipn,  hold  thotf 
powers  restncted  by  special  instructioos  te 
the  same  point  His  Majesty's  coo- 
mandecs,  in  the  very  case  new  »  event, 
act  under  special  instructions  not  to  pro^ 
ceed  to  acts  of  hostility ;  but,  wamiogoi 
any  persons  whom  they  may  find  oo  tk 
island,  they  are  ordered  to  re&r  the 
matter  to  his  Majesty,  for  his  special  di- 
rections therein.  Tfcie  Spanish  go? eroff 
rejects  all  terms  of  reference,  commeoco 
hostilities,  apd  stands  justified  by  his  court 
That  treaty  which,  in  the  course  of  it$D^ 
flociation,  recognizes  this  justificstioot 
bads  to  matters  of  the  utmost  iBi{)orta3it 
and  danger.  This  is  a  point  which  vU 
require  the  distinct  couttdeiatioa  of  ^ 
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House;  and  I  hope,  in  a  few  days,  to 
oove  tbem  thereto. 

As  to  the  restitution,  it  is,  in  the  first 

>lace,  less  than  prince  Masserano  first  of- 

ered.    He  offered  the  restitution  of  Falk- 

sind's  bland.    Our  ministers  have  accept- 

n1  the  restitution  of  Fort  and  Port  Egmont 

inly.    It  is,  in  the  second  place,  a  restitu- 

ion  of  less  than  they  demanded.    They 

lemanded  the  restitution  of  eyery  tbin^» 

»recisely  in    the  same   circumstances  in 

rhich  they  stood  before  the  act  of  hosti- 

ity.    Before  the  act  of  hostility,  his  Ma- 

ssty  had  exerted  a  right  of  possession  to 

he  whole  island;   and  affixed  the  sove» 

eignty  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  to 

t.    Neither  the  possession  nor  sovereignty 

»f  the  iitland  is  restored.    The  port  and 

brt  only,  by  exclusive,  defined  words,  are 

estored — the  sovereignty  lies  buried   in 

lisgrace— -the  exertion  of  our  right  is  ex- 

inguished^-and  we  are  come  now  to  the 

juestion  of  right — the  points  of  yacancy 

nd  occupancy,  possession  and  sovereignty 

eing  abanc^necL    This  kind  of  exck^ive 

sstitution  comes  from  the  same  mould, 

nd  is  of  the  same  spirit,  as  the  cession  c^ 

Lnnapolis  Royal  in  Acadia;   which  was 

apposed  to  exclude  the  country  in  .which 

;  stood,  i^nd  to  which  it  affixed  the  mark 

f  sovereignty.    This  restitution  purports 

!ie  6ame,  and  will  have  the  same  effect  as 

lat,  which  did  on  this  very  point  mix  in 

ith  the  causes  of  future  war ;  and  this 

ill  certainly  lead  to  the  same  unhappy 

ad. 

I  have  now  gone  through  my  observa- 
ons,  and  have,  I  think,  fully  proved,  that 
lis  business  ends  in  an  inconclusive  Spa- 
ish  convention,  dictated  by  French  arbi- 
ation ;  in  which  the  disavowal  becomes 
1  additional  injury ;  and  the  restitution  a 
iare»  which  lays  a  train  for  future  war : 
id  therefore  I  must  give  my  voice  for  the 
lOtion  which  proposes  tp  leave  out  all  that 
irt  of  the  Address  that  goes  to  the  giving 

*  any  approbation  to  the  late  negociation, 
itil  the  matters,  on  which  it  stands,  shall 

*  more  fully  discussed ;  until  it  be  known, 
hat  shall  be  the  event  of  it  in  fact;  and 
itil  it  shall  be  manifest  in  its  effect,  that 

will  justify  that  satisfaction  which  we 
e  taught  to  feel,  and  are  called  upon  to 
Lpresa* 

At  length  the  House  divided  upon  the 
lestion :  271  were  for  the  Address,  and 
>7  against  it. 
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voted  against  the  Conyention  wit]| 
Spain. 
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Griffin,  sir  John  Gl^ 
Grofe,  Wm.  C. 
Guise,  sir  Wm, 
Groavenor,  Tho« 
Halsey,  Tho. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Hamilton,  Wm.  GL 
Hanbory,  John 
Hotham,  Bt. 
Hunt,  Geo. 
Hussey,  Wm. 
Irnham,  lord 
Jennings,  Philip 
Keck,  Anth.  Jamet 
Keppel,  hon.  Ang. 
Keppel,  hon.  Wm. 
Leigh,  Peter 
Loug,  sir  Jamea 
Ludlow,  earl 
Luther,  John 
Mack  worth,  Herbert 
Manners,  John 
Marfio,  Joseph 
Marsharo,  Cna, 
Manger,  Joshua 
Mawbey ,  sir  Joseph 
Meredith,  sir  Wm. 
Molesworth,  sir  John 
Montagu,  Frederick 
Mostyo,  sir  Ruger 
Musgraye,  Geo. 
Noel,  Tho. 
Norris,  John 
OH?er,  Richard 
Owen,  Hugh 
Page,  Francis 
Palk,  Robert 
Palmer,  sir  Jobs 
Parker,  John 


Dowdeswell,  rt.  h.  W.    Pennant,  Riohard 


Drake,  Wm.seo. 
Drake,  Wm.jun. 
Dummer,  Tho. 
Dunize,  John 
Dunning,  John 
Durrani,  Tho. 
Fealherstonehanghy 

sir  Mat. 
Finch,  $af  lie 
Fitzmaurice,  Tho. 
Fletcher,  Henry 
Foley,  Tho.  sen. 
Foley,  £dw. 
Forrester,  Geo. 
Frankiand,  air  The. 
Frankhmd,  Wm. 

[4T] 


Penny  man,  sir  James 
Penruddock,  Chal 
Pliipps,  Const. 
Plumer,  William 
Popham,  Edward 
Popham,  Alexaodsr 
Powlet,  George 
Pownall,  Thomas 
Pratt,  Robert 
Price,  Chaoe 
Radclifie,  John 
Rotle,  Denys 
Rous,  sir  John 
Rushout,  John 
St  Aubyn,  sir  John 
8t»  Leger,  Anthony 
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SaU,  Sftmoel 
Savile,  sir  Geo. 
ScaweOf  James 
Scudamo^p,  John 
Sbarpe,  Wm.  Fane 
SroitD,  John 
Standert,  Fred. 
Stfttcbey,  Henry 
8ttirt,  Humphrey 
8uuoD,  lord  Geo. 
Satton,  James 
Taylor,  Robert  P. 
Tempest,  JohQ 
Thorn  psoo,  B. 
ThorotOD,  Tho. 
Tonnsbeod,  boo.  T. 
Totf osbend,  rt.  b.  T. 
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Towncend,  James 
Trecothick,  Barlow 
Turner,  Charles 
Veniey,  earl 
Vioceot,  sir  Francis 
Walter,  John 
Wenman,  ▼iscoant 
Whicbeot,  Tho. 
Whitworth,  Richard 
Williams,  sir  H. 
Winoiigbby,Tbo. 
Wray,  sir  C. 
YoDg^,  sir  Geo. 

TEUXBS. 

Seymour,  H. 
Wabingbam,  Boyle 


Debate  in  the  Lords  xm  the  Address  ap* 
proving  of  the  Spanish  Declaration  respect' 
ing  the  Seizure  of  FalXdamTs  Island,'] 
F^.  14.  The  order  of  die  day  being 
read,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
Declaration  signed  and  defivered  by  prince 
de  Masserano,  ambassador  extraordinary 
from  his  Catholic  majesty,  the  S^Snd  of 
January,  1771 ;  and  also,  copy  of  the  Ac- 
ceptance, by  the  earl  of  Rochford,  in  hts 
Majesty's  name,  the  22d  of  January,  1771 » 
of  the  Spanish  ambassador's  Declaration  of 
the  same  date ;  and  also  copies  and  extracts 
of  letters,  &c«  relating  to  the  same : 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  moved,  *<  That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty,  to  return  his  Majesty  our  thai>ks 
for  his  gracious  communication  to  this 
House,  of  the  Declaration  signed  by  the 
ambassador  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  which 
his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  accept : 

"  To  offer  to  hts  Majesty  our  most  sin- 
cere acknowledgments  for  having  support- 
ed the  honour  of  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, by  a  firm  and  unvaried  adherence  to 
his  just  demand  of  satisfaction  for  the  in- 
jury received  by  the  violent -enterprize 
against  Falkland's  island,  by  which 
steady  and  uniform  conduct,  his  Majesty 
has  obtained  from  the  king  of  Spain,  an 
explicit  disavowal  of  that  expedition,  to- 
gether with  an  enga^ment  to  restore 
things  to  the  precise  situation  in  which 
they  were  before  the  late  unjustifiable  at- 
tempt: 

'*  To  express  our  satisfaction  on  the 
prospect  of  the  blessing  of  peace  being  se- 
cured to  us,  as  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  good  faith  of  his  Catholi^  majesty  in 
the  performance  of  his  engagements  ;  and 
to  declare  our  grateful  sense  of  his  Majes- 
ty's paternal  care  of  his  people,  in  not  too 
hastily  engaging  them  in  the  hazards  and 
burthens  of  war : 


**  To  assure  his  Majesty  of  oar  zaimd 
readiness,  on  all  occasions,  to  nert  oar 
utmost  efibrts  to  enable  his  Majeity  to 
carry  int6  execution  such  messorei  u 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  die 
honour  and  digmty  of  his  crown." 

Then  the  duke  of  Manchester  propoMd 
an  Amendment  to  be  made  to  the  aid 
motion,  by  leaving  out  the  words  from  the 
end  of  the  first  paragni]^  thereof  to  the 
end  of  the  motion. 

Which  bein^  objected  to,  afler  long  d^ 
bate,  the  quesoon  was  pot  thereopon.  It 
was  resolved  in  the  negative.  Cootenti 
35 ;  Proxies  S ;  total  S8.  Kot  Cootents 
92;  Proxies  15;  total  107. 

Protest  against  the  Address  appmix^ 
of  the  Spanish  DedaraHon  reaeeti^  tks 
Seizure  of  Falkland's  Istand,']  Upoo 
which  the  lords  in  the  minoiii 
the  following  Protest; 
**  Dissentient, 

^  1.  Because  it  is  highly  imimtahleto 
the  wisdom  and  gravity  of  this  Hooe, 
and  to  the  respect  whidi  we  owe  to  hii 
Majesty  and  ourselves,  to  carry  up  to  the 
throne  an  Address,  i^roving  the  soeqit' 
ance  of  an  imperfect  instrument,  which 
has  neither  been  previously  aathorieed  by 
any  special  full  powers  produced  bj  tiw 
Spanish  minister^  nor  been  as  yet  oM 
by  the  king  of  Spain.  If  the  latificaticB 
on  the  part  of  Spain  should  be  refused, 
the  Address  of  this  House  will  aroeir  do 
better  than  an  act  of  precipitate  sauhM 
to  ministers ;  which  will  justly  expose  the 
peerage  of  the  kingdom  to  the  indi^ 
tion  of  th^ir  coimtry  and  to  the  deiuioi 
of  all  Europe. 

<*  2.  Because  it  is  a  direct  insoHontfai 
feelings  and  understanding  of  the  peopie 
of  Great  Britam  to  iqpprove  this  Ded«*' 
tion  and  Acceptance,  as  a  means  of  secor* 
mg  our  own  and  the  general  tnaiqoilli?i 
whilst  the  greatest  preparations  for  w 
art  making,  both  by  sea  and  land,  ind 
whilst  the  practice  ofpressingis  cootmued, 
as  in  times  of  tiie  most  urgent  oeoeiatTi 
to  the  extreme  inconvenienoeof  trade  tod 
commerce;  and  with  the  greateit  biri| 
ships  to  one  of  the  most  meritoiioas  and 
us^ul  orders  of  his  Maje^v's  subjects. 

<<  S.  Because  the  refusmg  to  pot  the 
questions  to  the  ju^^es  upon  paints  of  hwi 
very  essentially  affecting  this  grest  quei- 
tion,  and  the  refusing  to  addrtts  his  Ju- 
jesty  to  give  orders  for  laying  before  thii 
House  the  instructions  relatmg  to  Fiv' 
land's  Ishmds,  given  to  thaconmiiwlW' 

$ 
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lis  Majesty's  ships  employed  there*  is  de- 
)riving  us  of  such  lights  as  seemed  highly 
>roper  for  us  on  this  occasion. 

'*  4f.  Because,  from  the  Declaration  and 
I!orrespondence  laid  before  us,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  ministers  merit  the  cen- 
lureof  this  House,  rather  than  any  degree 
>f  commendation,  on  account  of  several 
mproper  acts,  and  equally  improper  omis- 
iions  from  the  begmninff  to  the  dose  of 
his  transaction.  For  it  is  asserted  by  the 
3panbh  minister,  and  stands  uncontra- 
hcted  by  ours,  that  several  discussions 
lad  passed  between  the  ministers  of  the 
;wo  courts,  upon  the  subject  of  Falkland's 
islands,  which  might  give  the  British  mi- 
listers  reason  to  foresee  the  attack  upon 
hat  settlement  that  was  afterwards  made 
>y  the  forces  of  Spain.  Captain  Hunt 
uso  arriving  from  thence  so  early  as  the 
Id  of  June  last,  did  advertise  the  minb- 
ers  of  repeated  wiirnings  and  menaces 
nade  by  Spanish  govemocs  and  com- 
nanders  of  snips  of  war ;  yet  so  obstinate- 
y  negligent  and  supine  were  his  Majesty's 
ninisters,  and  so  far  from  the  vigilance 
ind  activitjT  required  by  tlie  trust  and 
luty  of  their  omcest^  that  tliey  did  not 
rven  so  much  as  make  a  sinele  represen- 
ation  to  the  court  of  Madnd,  which,  if 
hey  had  done,  the  injury  itself  might 
lave  been  prevented,  or  at  least  so  speedily 
epaired,  as  to  render  unnecessary  the 
inormous  expences  to  which  this  nation 
las  been  compelled,  by  waiting  until  the 
flow  had  been  actually  struck,  and  the 
lews  of  so  signal  an  insult  to  the  crown  of 
jreat  Britain  had  arrived  in  Europe.  To 
his  wilful,  and  therefore  culpable  neglect 
if  representation  to  the  court  of  Spain, 
ras  added  another  neglect ;  a  neglect  of 
uch  timely  preparation  for  putting  this 
ation  in  such  a  state  of  defence  as  the 
lenacing  appearances  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  and  the  critical  condition  of  Europe 
equired.  These  preparations,  had  they 
een  undertaken  early,  would  have  been 
xecuted*  with  more  effect  and  less  ex- 
•ence;  would  have  been  far  less  distress-  ' 
3g  to  our  trade,  and  to  our  seamen; 
rould  have  authorised  us  in  the  beginning 
0  have  demanded,  and  would  in  all  pro- 
•ability  have  induced  Spain  to  consent  to 
n  immediate,  perfect,  and  ecjuitable  set- 
[ement  of  all  the  points  in  discussion  be- 
ween  the  two  crowns ;  but  all  preparation 
aving  been  neglected,  the  national  safety 
ras  left  depending  rather  upon  accidental 
Iterations  in  the  internal  circumstances  of 
ur  neighbours,  than  in  the  proper  and 


natural  strength  ol*  the  kingdom ;  and  this 
negligence  was  highly  aggravated  by  the 
rerusal  of  administration  to  consent  to  an 
address  proposed  by  a  noble  lord,  in  this 
House,  last  sessions,  for  a  moderate  and 
gradual  augmentation  of  our  naval  forces. 

**  5.  Because  the  negociation,  entered 
into  much  too  late,  was,  fi'om  the  com- 
mencement, conducted  upon  principles  as 
disadvantageous  to  the  wisdom  of  our  pub- 
lic counsels,  as  it  was  finally  concluded  in 
a  manner  disgraceful  to  the  honour  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain ;  for  it  appears, 
that  the  court  of  Madrid  did  disavow  the 
act  of  hostilitjT  as  proceeding  from  parti- 
cular instructions,  but  justified  it  under 
her  general  instructions  to  her  governors; 
under  the  oath  by  them  taken,  and  under 
the  established  laws  of  America.  This 
general  order  was  never  disavowed  nor 
explained ;  nor  was  any  disavowal  or  ex- 
planation thereof  ever  demanded  b^  our 
ministers ;  and  we  apprehend  that  this  jus- 
tification of  an  act  of  violence  under  gene- 
ral orders,  established  laws,  and  oaths  of 
office,  to  be  far  more  dangerous  and  inju- 
rious to  this  kingdom,  than  the  particular 
enterprise  which  has  been  disavowed,  as  it 
evidently  supposes  that  the  governors  of 
the  Spanish  American  provinces,  are  not 
only  authorised,  but  required  without  any 
particular  instructions  to  raise  great  forces 
by  sea  and  land,  and  to  invade  his  Majes- 
ty's possessions  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
in  the  midst  of  profound  peace. 

*'  6*  Because  this  power,  so  unprece- 
dented and  alarming,  under  which  the 
Spanish  governor  was  justified  by  his 
court,  rendered  it  the  duty  of  our  minis- 
ters to  insist  upon  some  censure  or  pu- 
nishment upon  that  governor,  in  order  to 
demonstrate  the  sincerity  of  the  court  of 
Madrid,  and  of  her  desire  to  preserve 
peace  by  putting  at  least  some  check  upon 
those  exorbitant  powers  asserted  by  the 
court  of  Spain  to  be  given  to  her  gover- 
But  although  our  ministers  were 


nors. 


authorised  not  only  by  the  acknowledged 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations  to  call  for 
such  censure  or  punishment,  but  also  by 
the  express  provision  of  the  seventeenth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  yet  they 
have  thought  fit  to  observe  a  profound 
silence  on  this  necessary  article  of  public 
reparation.  If  it  were  thought  that  any 
circumstances  appeared  in  the  particular 
case  of  the  governor  to  make  an  abate- 
ment or  pardon  of  the  punishment  advise- 
able,  that  abatement  or  pardon  ought  to 
have  been  the  effect  of  his  Majesty's  c)q« 
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tnency,  and  not  an  impanity  to  liim,  aris- 
ing from  the  ignorance  of  our  ministers,  in 
the  first  principles  of  pubh'c  law,  or  their 
negligence  or  pusillanimity  in  asserting 
them. 

*^  7.  Because  nothing  has  been  had  or 
demanded  as  a  reparation  in  damage  for 
the  enormous  expeoce  and  other  inconve- 
tiiences  arising  from  the  confessed  and  un- 
provoked violence  of  the  Spanish  forces 
m  the  enterprise  against  Falkland's 
islands,  and  the  long  subsequent  delay  of 
justice;  it  was  not  necessary  to  this  de- 
mand, that  it  should  be  made  in  any  im- 
proper or  offensive  language,  but  in  that 
8tUe  of  accommodation  which  has  ever 
been  used  by  able  negociators. 

*'  8.  Because  an  unparalleled  and  most 
audacious  insult  has  been  offered  to  the 
honour  of  the  British  flag,  by  the  deten- 
aion  of  a  ship  of  war  of  his  Majesty's  for 
SO  days,  after  the  surrender  of  Port  Eg- 
mont,  and  by  the  indignity  of  forcibly 
taking  away  her  rudder ;  this  act  could  not 
be  supported  upon  any  idea  of  being  neces- 
sary to  the  reduction  of  the  fort,  nor  was 
any  such  necessity  pretended.  No  repa- 
ration in  honour  has  been  demanded  for 
this  wanton  insult,  by  which  his  Majesty's 
rei^  is  rendered  the  unhappy  sera  in 
which  the  honour  of  the  British  flag  has 
ituffered  the  first  stain  with  entire  im- 
punity. 

"  9.  Because  the  Spanish  Declaration, 
which  our  ministers  have  advised  his  Ma- 
jesty to  accept,  does  in  general  words  im- 
ply his  Majesty's  disavowal  of  some  acts 
on  his  part,  tending  to  disturb  the  good 
correspondence  of  the  two  courts ;  when 
it  is  notorious,  that  no  act  of  violence 
whatsoever  had  been  committed  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain.  By  this  disavowal 
of  some  implied  aggression  in  the  very  De- 
claration, pretended  to  be  made  for  re- 
paration of  the  injured  dienity  of  Great 
Britain,  his  Majesty  is  made  to  admit  a 
aupposition  contrary  to  truth,  and  inju- 
rious to  the  justice  and  honour  of  his 
crown. 

"  10.  Because  in  the  said  Declaration, 
the  restitution  is  confined  to  Port  £g- 
mont,  when  Spain  herself  originally  of- 
fered to  cede  Falkland's  island;  it  is 
known  that  she  made  her  forcible  attack 
on  pretence  of  title  to  the  whole  ;  and  the 
restitution  ought,  therefore,  not  to  have 
been  confined  to  a  part  only,  nor  can  any 
reason  be  assigned,  whv  the  restitution 
ought  to  have  been  made  in  narrower  or 
iDore  ambiguous  words  than  the  claims  of 


Spain,  on  which  her  act  of  ^olence  wti 
grounded,  and  her  o&rs  of  rertitatiop  on. 
ginally  made. 

**  1 1 .  Because  the  I>eGiaration,l»y  which 
his  Majesty  is  to  obtain  possession  of 
Port  Egmont,  contains  a  reserratioB  or 
condition  of  the  question  of  a  claim  oC 
prior  right  of  sovereignty  in  the  Cs- 
tholic  king  to  the  whole  of  Falkknd'i 
islands,  being  the  first  time  sodi  a 
claim  has  ever  authentically  appeared  in 
any  public  instrument,  jointly  coododed 
on  between  the  two  courts.  No  exptan^ 
tion  of  the  principles  of  this  datm  has 
been  required,  although  there  is  iust  rea- 
son to  believe  that  these  principles  viD 
equally  extend  to  restrain  the  liberty,  tai 
confine  the  extent  of  British  Dcvigatin. 
No  counter  claim  has  been  made  on  the 
part  of  his  Majesty  to  the  right  of  sote- 
refenty,  in  any  part  of  the  said  islod 
ceded  to  him;  any  assertion  whatsoefer* 
of  his  Majesty's  right  of  sovereignty,  his 
been  studiously  avoided,  from  t6e  b»- 
ginning  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  xa» 
happy  transaction  ;  which,  after  the  ex- 
pence  of  millions,  settles  no  contet, 
asserts  no  right,  exacts  no  reparatioQ, 
affords  no  security,  but  stands  as  a  mooa- 
ment  of  reproach  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
national  councils,  of  dishonour  to  the  es^ 
sential  dignity  of  his  Majesty's  crown,  and 
of  disgrace  to  the  hitherto  www%t^in^ 
honour  of  the  British  fiag. 

*'  Afler  having  given  these  reasons, 
founded  on  the  facts  which  appeared  from 
the  papers,  we  think  it  necessary  here  to 
disclaim  an  invidious  and  injurious  ixnpa- 
tation,  substituted  in  the  place  of  fair  ar- 
gument, that  they  who  will  not  approve 
of  this  convention,  are  for  precipitating 
their  country  into  the  calamities  of  war : 
we  are  as  far  from  the  design,  and  we 
trust  much  farther  from  the  act  of  kindling 
the  flame  of  war,  than  those  who  have  ad- 
vised his  Majesty  to  accept  of  the  Decb- 
ration  of  the  Spanish  embassador.  We 
have  never  entertained  the  least  thought 
of  invalidating  this  public  act ;  but  if  mi- 
nisters may  not  be  censured,  or  even 
punished,  for  treaties  which,  though  valid, 
are  injurious  to  the  national  interest  and 
honour,  without  a  supposition  of  the 
breach  of  public  faith  in  this  House,  ttat 
should  censure  or  punish,  or  of  a  breach 
of  the  laws  of  humanity  in  those  who  pro- 
pose such  censure  or  punishment,  the  use 
of  the  Peers,  as  a  controul  on  ministers, 
and  as  the  best,  as  well  as  highest,  council 
of  the  crowDi  will  be  renderra  of  no  avaiL 


!5S5]       respecting  the  Seizure  ofFaUiantP$  Idand.        A.  0.  1771. 


[138* 


We  have  no   doubt  but  a  Declaration 

sore  adequate  to  our   just  pretensions^ 

nd  to  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  might 

Ave  been  obtained  without  the  effusion  of 

load ;  not  only  from  the  favourable  cir- 

amstances  of  the  conjuncture,  but  because 

fur  just  demands  were  no  more  than  any 

overeign  power,  who  had  injured  another 

hrough  inadvertence,  or  mistake,  ought, 

tven  from  regard  to  its  own  honour,  to 

lave  granted :   and  we  are  satisfied,  that 

he  obtaining  such  terms  would  have  been 

he  only  sure   means  of   establishing  a 

astlng  and  honourable  peace.     (Signed J 

Richmond,    Bolton,    Manchester, 

Tankerville,  Chatham,  Wycombe, 

Craven,  Boyle,  Devonshire,  Aud- 

ley,  King,    Torrington,    Milton, 

Abergavenny,    Fitzwilliam,    Pon- 

sonby,  Scarborough,  Archer.*' 

*<  Dissentient* 
*'  Because,  though  the  disavowal  may 
»e  considered  as  humiliating  to  the  court 
if  Spain,  the  Declaration  and  Acceptance, 
tnder  the  reservation  of  the  question  of 
trior  right,  do  not,  in  my  opinion,  after 
fie  heavy  expences  incurred,  either  con- 
ey a  satisfaction  adequate  to  the  insult 
n  the  honour  of  Great  Britain,  or  afford 
ny  reasonable  grounds  to  bdieve  that 
•eace,  on  terms  of  honour,  can  be  lasting. 

««  Radnor." 

Debate  on  Governor  PonmMs  Motion 
^specting  the  late  Negociation  toith  Spainy 
mcerning  Falkland's  Island.^  March  5. 
lovernor  Pownall  brought  forward  the 
onsi deration  of  the  consequences  of  the 
ite  negociation  and  treaty  with  Spain, 
[e  spoke  as  follows :  * 

As  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  lay 
dfore  this  House  the  king  of  Spain's  re- 
)gnition  of  the  Convention  signed  at 
ondon,  containing  his  orders  for  the  exe- 
ition  thereof,  by  the  delivery  of  Port  and 
art  Egmont,  I  must  beg  that  that  paper 
i  read,  after  first  reading  lord  Wey- 
outh's  letter  to  Mr.  Harris,  dated  Oct. 
r,  1770. — The  papers  being  read,  he 
mtinued, 

As  the  matter  of  the  late  negociation 
mid  not  be  said  to  be  complete  until  this 
iper  was  received,  I  beg  leave  now,  he- 
re I  enter  into  my  argument  upon  this 
isiness,  to  state  in  one  point  of  view  the 

*  From  a  pamphlet  poblrahtHl  in  1771,  foo- 
led '^  Two  Speeches  of  an  Honourable  Geu- 
man  on  the  late  Negotiation  and  Conveotioa 
tb  Spain/' 


whole  and  complete  matter  which  format 
this  conventron,  together  with  his  Ca- 
tholic majesty's  recognition  and  execution 
of  it. 

The  Declaration  of  the  Spanish  minister 
states  that  things  shall  be  restored  in  th9 
Malouine,  at  tne  port  called  Egmont^ 
precisely  to  the  state  in  which  they  were 
before  the  10th  of  June. 

The  Acceptance  of  lord  Rochford  un- 
derstands and  recites  the  Declaration  ik& 
containing  terms  of  a  very  different  and 
more  extensive  nature,  vfz.  that  prince 
Masserano  does  engage  that  all  things 
shall  be  immediately  restored  to  the  precise 
situation  in  which  they  stood  before  the 
lOth  of  June. 

His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  his  order  fot 
the  execution  of  what  he  calls  this  con- 
vention, recites,  that  the  en^agementi 
contained  in  it^  are  for  the  reposition  of  the 
island  of  Great  Malouine,  in  the  situation 
in  which  it  stood  before  the  10th  of  June: 
yet  his  orders  extend  only  to  the  restoring 
of  Port  and  Fort  Egmont,  with  all  its  am- 
munition, stores,  and  appurtenances,  just 
in  the  terms  in  which  a  lawyer  would 
convey  a  cottage ;  so  that  if  our  court 
understood  that  this  convention  went  to 
engagements  for  the  restoring  Falkland*a 
island,  which  the  Spanish  minister  ofiered^ 
the  convention  is  not  by  these  orders  ful- 
filled and  executed. 

This  fluctuation  of  terms  and  proceed- 
ings in  the  negociation  marks  not  only  the 
true  spirit  but  the  wisdom  of  his  Majesty's 
orders,  ^  which  lord  Weymouth's  letter  de- 
clares his  Majesty  would  invariably  ad- 
here to)  that  no  convention  under  any 
conditions  should  be  accepted;  and  yet« 
the  act  contained  in  the  two  papers,  the 
Declaration  and  Acceptance,  is,  both  in 
n^me  and  thing  a  convention  entered  into 
by  two  contracting  parties,  under  condi- 
tions ascertained  by  a  protest  as  to  the 
question  of  right,  and  convening  in  a  point 
to  be  executed  by  his  Catholic  majesty. 
His  Catholic  majesty  executes  it  (putting 
his  own  interpretation  upon  it)  only  in 
part,  by  giving  those  orders  which  have 
been  now  read  to  you. 

The  preamble  to  the  order  recites,  that 
the  convention  engages  for  the  reposition 
or  reinstating  the  island  in  *  the  precise 
situation  in  which  it  was  before  the  evacu- 
ation ;  and  yet  the  orders  given  are  for 
the  restoring  of  the  fort  and  port  only. 
Xhe  precise  situation  in  which  our  court 
must  understand  it  to  have  been,  was,  that 
our  establishment  extended  to  the  poi* 
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session,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  island. 
The  fort  therefore  should  ^have  been  re- 
stored under  that  idea ;  but  it  is  restored 
under  an  idea  exclusiye  of  both  possession 
and  sovereignty. 

The  convention,  by  the  protest  inserted 
in  it,  considers  the  question  of  right  as  a 
natter  standing  referred,  to  be  hereafter 
discussed.  And  the  point  in  which  the 
contracting  parties  convene  at  present  is, 
to  put  all  things  in  such  a  situation,  that 
they  may  come  to  that  question,  precisely 
as  if  no  act  of  hostility  had  been  done. 
See  then  how  the  claim  of  each  party 
stood  before  that  act  of  hostility,  which 
^  drove  us  from  our  possessions.  We  claim 
a  right,  from  priority  of  discovery  and  oc- 
cupancy. In  the  exercise  of  this,  his  Ma- 
jesty makes  a  settlement,  and  affixes  the 
sovereignty  of  the  imperial  crown  of  Great 
Britain  to  it  The  Spaniards  on  the  other 
hand  claim  under  a  rapal  grant  all  lands 
and  islands  discovered,  or  that  shall  be 
discovered,  within  general  indefinite  de- 
^riptions  of  parcels  of  the  globe.  If  there- 
fore the  island  is  not  restored  to  us  under 
those  actual  circumstances  of  possession 
and  sovereignty  as  we  claim  it,  the  sup- 
posed possesion  and  sovereignty  of  the 
Spaniards,  assumed  in  virtue  of  an  ideal 
jurisdiction  derived  from  the  Pope,  must 
take  place ;  and  the  question  is  prejudged. 
On  the  other  hand,  by  reinstating  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain*  in  such  posses- 
sion and  sovereignty  as  it  claims  to  have 
held,  protesting  the  meanwhile  that  such 
reposition  or  reinstating  shall  not  affect 
the  question  of  the  actual  right,  as  it  shall 
or  may  be  made  good,  the  question  would 
still  remain  open.'  But  if  it  shall  prove  in 
the  event,  that  the  Spanish  court  will  not 
come  to  the  question  of  right  in  this  view 
of  it,  and  tliat  we  cannot  join  issue  in  the 
other  without  betraying  our  rights,  then  this 
business  will  train  on  just  as  all  ^egocia- 
tions  have  done,  and  will  end  just  as  all 
such  conventions  have  ended,  not  in  se- 
curing peace,  but  in  giving  future  occa- 
sion for  war. 

Before  I  enter  into  the  further  stating 
of  this  business,  I  will  beg  leave  to  reca- 
pitulate how  far  this  House  hath  already 
gone  in  its  deliberation  on  this  matter. 

His  Majesty  having  been  pleased,  when 
the  convention  was  entered  into,  to  lay 

*  Nod  ut  possideret,  sed  ut  in  possessiooe 
Mset;  est  autem  longe  difersum:  aliud  est 
cnim  poBsidere,  aliud  io  uossessioDem  esse. 
Pomponius  in  Digest.  44,  lib,  8,  $  10. 
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before  this  House  the  two  parts  of 
it  consisted — the  Declaration  of  the  Spa- 
nish minister,  and  the  Acceptance  by  which 
his  own  minister  declared  ne  had  received 
satisfaction;  his  Majesty  was  then  pleas- 
ed to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  this 
House,  the  satisfaction  which  he  liad 
accepted,  by  the  disavowal  made,  and  le- 
stitution  promised  on  the  part  of  the 
Spanish  minister. 

The  honour  of  the  imperial  crown  of 
Great  Britain  being  reposed  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's hands,  it  is  the  duty  of  his  faithful 
subjects  to  follow  his  sense  of  it.  They 
did  so  unanimously,  when  he  said  that  it 
was  deeply  affected ;  and  they  do  most 
anxiously  hope  that  his  Majesty  may  not 
be  disappointed,  while  he  thinks  that  he 
has  received  satisfaction  on  those  points. 

A  majority  of  this  House^  in  whidi,  ac- 
cording, to  the  forms  of  parliameoc,  the 
whole  House  is  included,  went  some  stois 
farther,  and  expressed  their  entire  satv- 
faction  on  the  conclusion  of  this  matter :  a 
considerable  body  bf  gentlemen,  not  think- 
ing that  tliey  had  the  opportunity  given 
to  them  of  examining  the  facts  and  the 
nature  of  the  negociation,  not  consider- 
ing the  business  as  then  concluded,  were 
not  able  to  conceive  that  satisfactioo^ 
I  which  others  felt  and  expressed. 

That  matter  being  now  decided,  and 
peace  l>etween  llie  crowns  of  Spain  and 
Great  Britain  being  now  foncaDy  re- 
stored ;  and  standing  as  it  does,  and  as  it 
must  do  for  tlie  future  on  the  basis  of  thb 
convention,  the  execution  of  which  is  laid 
before  us ;  it  becomes  the  xluty  of  every 
member  of  the  community,  of  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  to  unite  their  aid  and 
assistance,  and  advice  also  where  that 
shall  become  proper,  to  give  stability,  se- 
curity, and  permanency  to  this  foundation. 
If  there  be  any  thing  which  appears  sus- 
picious or  defective,  either  in  the  ground 
on  which  it  stands,  or  in  the  materials  of 
which  it  is  composed,  it  becomes  a  coo- 
sequence  of  that  duty,  to  point  out  that 
defect,  so  that  it  may  be  repaired  before 
it  is  too  late.  It  is  in  this  view  that  I  shall 
offer  the  consideration  of  some  matters  to 
the  House ;  and  it  is  under  these  hopes, 
that  with  the  leave  of  the  House,  I  shaU 
conclude  with  a  motion  that  will  point  the 
necessity  of  future  attention,  in  conse- 
quence of  past  neglect. 

By  the  law  of  nations,  all  sovereigD 
states  are  reciprocally  responsible  to  each 
other  fdr  all  delegated  and  subordinate 
powers  deriving  from  or  existing  under 
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leir  respectWe  sovereignties;  tliey^  are 
oand  to  restrain  tnose  subordinate 
owersy  from  commencing  hostilities  on 
leir  own  opinion,  or  of  their  own  mo- 
on, on  any  occasion  whatsoever,  whilst 
leir  sovereigns  continue  in  league  and 
n)itj:  without  this,  peace  would  be 
baseless  fabric,  a  mere  vision;  of  if 
had  any  existence,  would  exist  as  a 
lare  to  Uiose  who  acted  under  it  with 
ood  faith.  We  may  have  heard  of  trea- 
es  with  hordes  of  Tartars  or  tribes  of  In- 
ians;  under  which,  individuals  think 
lemselves  no  further  bound  than  as  they 
ersonally  accord ;  but  without  this  pre- 
minary  ground,  there  cannot  be  even  a 
apposition  of  such  treaties  existing  be- 
ween  civilized  states.  Where  one  sove- 
eign,  acting  with  good  faith,  under  this 
rinciple,  is  leagued  with  another  sove- 
eign  who  permits  his  subordinate  go- 
ernors  to  act  as  if  unrestrained  by  the 
ime  principle,  the  subjects  of  the  former 
ould  be  precluded  from  using  their  own 
atural  power  of  defence ;  would  be  de- 
led that  protection  of  their  own  govem- 
lent  which  every  subject  has  a  right  to 
xpect;  and  unarmed,  defenceless,  and 
nprotect'<d,  would  be  betrayed  to  the 
aprice  and  violence  of  the  suDJects  of  the 
ther  sta.te.  Under  such  a  predicament 
o  rights  of  possession  could  be  exerted, 
0  actual  possession  secured,  no  settle- 
lents  made,  no  posts  taken  for  the  pro- 
sction  of  such  rights,  possession,  and  set^ 
lements*  ^ 

This  principle  is,  and  of  necessity  must 
le  the  prelimmary  ground  of  all  treaties 
between  civilized  states :  but  from  the  spe- 
ial  and  peculiar  situation  in  which  Spain 
tands  with  other  European  nations,  rela- 
ive  to'  its  claims  in  America ;  from  the 
.ctual  state  of  war  in  which  the  subjects 
if  Spain  and  of  other  European  nations 
rere  engaged  in  America,  prior  to  such 
reaties;  it  became  absolutely  necessary 
hat  this  principle  should  not  only  be  con- 
idered  as  the  preliminary  ground  of 
reatv,  but  should  be  inserted  as  an  actual 
rticle  in  the  body  of  all  treaties  with 
Ipain,  respecting  rights  and  possessions  in 
Lmerica.  It  was  found  necessary,  in 
rder  to  meet  that  claim  of  possession 
rhich  they  set  up  to  the  dominion  of 
louth  America;  that  claim  of  right 
rhich  they  set  up  to  an  exclusive  na- 
igation  in  the  South  Seas;  in  short,  to 
lie  dominion  which  they  claim  over  every 
ling  to  the  southward  of  the  equator, 
reo  of  land}  leaS)  and  territories  not  yet 


discovered ;  except  so  far  as  they  gra- 
ciously condescend  to  admit  the  Fortu- 
guese  title  to  a  moiety  of  this  spiritual  fee. 
It  has  been  found  necessary,  I  say,  in 
order  to  meet  and  obviate  this  absurd 
claim,  (exerted  in  defiance  of  the  rights  of 
mankind,  and  of  the  law  of  nations ) 
that  what  would  be  in  all  other  treaties  s 
preliminary,  should  stand  actually  articled 
and  stipulated  in  every  treaty  which  we 
have  had  with  that  court,  from  the  year 
1667,  to  the  last  peace  of  Paris. 

In  the  treaty  of  Madrid  1667f  article 
Sd,  you  will  find  it  precisely  stipulated  and 
agreed,  that  if  any  matters  of  dispute,  or 
any  supposition  even  of  injustice  or  injury 
shall  arise,  it  shall  not  be  carried  to  force 
between  the  subjects  of  the  sovereiffns, 
but  shall  be  referred  to  the  deouion  ofthe 
sovereigns  themselves. 

In  the  treaty  of  Madrid  of  1670,  which 
was  concluded  for  accommodating  dif*' 
ferences,  preventing  depredations,  and 
settling  peace,  between  the  crowns  of 
Great  Britain  and  Spain;  that  peace  is 
particularly  guarded,  that  no  acts  of  hos* 
tility  shall  be  suffered  to  be  commenced 
either  by  any  individuals,  or  any  subordi* 
nate  powers  holding  under  those  sove> 
reigns  without  such  violators  of  the  treat? 
then  made  being  considered  as  criminals 
responsible  for  a  crime ;  bound  not  only 
to  make  restitution  and  reparation,  but  to 
be  punished  as  criminals,  according  to  tho 
nature  of  the  offence ;  in  short,  without 
being  considered  in  every  instance  as  pi- 
rates, and  not  as  under  the  protection  of 
their  sovereigns. 

The  treaty  of  Utrecht  confirms  these 
two  treaties,  and  makes  the  like  provisions* 

The  treaty  of  Madrid,  of  1721,  particu- 
larly ffuards  against  the  contravention  or 
brea(£  of  the  treaties  of  peace  and  com- 
merce, by  any  of  the  governors  of  Spain 
presuming  to  act  upon  their  own  interpre- 
tation thereof. 

The  treaty  of  Seville,  in  1729,  does  in 
like'  manner  particularly  provide  apainst 
all  acts  of  disturbance  and  hostihty  in 
those  parts,  under  the  most  rigorous  pro- 
hibition for  preventing  the  same.  Ana  the 
treaty  of  Paris,  in  176S,  specially  stipu- 
lates against  anv  act  of  hostility  being 
committed  by  the  subjects  of  the  con- 
tracting powers,  for  any  cause,  or  under 
any  pretence  whatsoever. 

I  come  now  to  consider  the  manner  in 
which,  with  the  best  good  faith,  his  Ma- 
jesty and  his  ancestors  have  ever  executed 
those  treaties  and  stipulations ;  in  whichi 
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with  the  strictest  honour,  they  have  ever 

f;oTerned  themselves  by  the  Uw  of  nations. 
n'  all  delegations  of  poi^er  and  govern* 
ment,  which  his  Majesty  or  his  ancestors 
have  made  to  be  held,  enjoyed,  and  exer- 
cised under  charters,  there  is  an  express 
clause  whereby  the  crown  of  Great  Britain 
binds  itself  to  all  Christian  princes  and 
•tates,  that  it  will  consider  any  persons 
acting  under  that  subordinate  authority, 
who  wall  commit  any  violence  or  hostility, 
to  be  out  of  its  protection,  until  full  re- 
paration, to  the  satis&ction  of  the  injured 
party,  shall  be  made.  In  all  delegations 
of  power,  which  liis  Majesty  or  his  ances- 
tors have  made,  to  be  held  and  exercised 
immediately  under  his  commission,  the 
powers  granted  in  that  commission  are  re- 
stricted, (by  instructions  agreeable  to 
those  articles  of  peace)  against  the  issuing 
eut  commissions  of  marque  and  reprisal, 
or  going  into  any  acts  of  hostility,  with- 
out the  special  command  of  the  crown. 

Matters  standing  thus  in  right,  upon  the 
law  of  nations  in  general,  by  particular 
and  specific  treaties;  and. thus  executed 
by  4he  good  filth  of  Great  Britain,  uni- 
formly at  all  times  maintained ;  I  beg  to 
turn  the  consideration  of  the  House,  to 
examine  how  it  now  stands  in  fact,  on  the 
basis  of  this  late  negociation. 

The  court  of  Spain  has  assumed,  and 
does  maintain,  a  right  to  establish  what 
they  call  their  general  laws  of  America. 
These  laws  are  founded  on  the  pretensions 
which  they  make  to  a  right  of  dominion  to 
the  continent  of  South  America — to  the 
exclusive  navigation  of  the  South  Seas — 
and  to  all  lands,  islands,  and  territories, 
that  shall  be  found  therein,  or  that  sur- 
round the  same.— *In  short,  to  the  whole 
southern  globe,  westward  of  their  line  of 
demarkation.  Upon  this  supposition,  they 
describe  in  their  instruments  of  govern- 
ment these  their  supposed  dominions  as 
extendingover  the  wnole  expanse  of  those 
climes.  They  assume  it  as  a  fact,  that 
they  are  in  equitable  and  legal  possesion 
of  these  imaginary  and  undefined,  nay, 
even  not  yet  discovered  possessions ;  and 
that  their  jurisdiction,  as  contained  in  their 
commissions,  extends  to  these  indefinite 
boundaries.  For  the  exercise  of  this  me- 
taphysical sovereignty  they  have  formed 
laws  which  they  call  the  established  laws 
of  America ;  and  conformable  to  this  ju-  ! 
risdiction  and  those  laws,  they  five  to  their  ' 
governors  general  powers  and  instructions 
of  government  While  these  pretended 
Jurisdictionsi  these  laws,  stand  maintained  1 


in  right,  and  justified  in  aathorit?;  and 
whilst  the  common  right  of  mankind,  the 
law  of  nations,  is  thus  superseded  and  re- 
pealed  in  those  parts;  all  attempts  of  d^ 
covery  in  those  regions  of  the  giobe-dl 
extensions  of  commerce — all  exertioaiof 
any  right  arising  from  discovery  and  oc- 
cupancy— all  posts  taken— all  aettJemaiu 
made,  by  ourselves  or  any  other  Euro- 
pean power,  must  be  considered  by  tk 
court  as  usurpation  on  their  esUbiished 
rights;  as  intrusion 'upon  their  actual  pos- 
sessions ;  as  invasions  of  their  territoria 
and  dominions:  and  as  therefore,  the  ge- 
neral authorities  of  the  commissions  viuji 
they  grant,  extend  to  all  these  claims  aod 
pretensions,  and  to  the  exercise  of  this 
supposed  jurisdiction,  their  governors  sre, 
by  the  oaths  of  their  office,  and  by  ther 
general  instructions,  under  obligatioD  to 
oppose  all  usurpations ;  to  resist  all  auh 
intrusions;  to  repel  ail  such  innden; 
and  to  consider  the  exercise  of  the  cob- 
mon  rights  of  mankind  in  those  regkoi 
where  they  fthe  Spaniards)  claim  this  ex- 
clusive jurisaiction,  as  acts  of  criminsUtj; 
and  the  actors  as  criminals.  Itisooder 
these  pretensions,  they  are  instructed  ts 
consider  and  to  examine  all  ships  &s2Bi« 
in  those  parts  without  a  Spanish  hceoce,a! 
contraband  and  interlopers;  and  to  pro- 
hibit them,  both  in  right  and  by  act,6ca 
navigating  in  those  parts  of  the  globe. 

It  was  on  this  ground  that  Don  Buco- 
relli,  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ajres,  coi- 
mitted  hostilities  against  his  Majeit}*t 
rights  and  possessions  in  Falkland's  Llaod; 
and  it  was  on  this  ground  that  the  Britid} 
flag  was  most  ignominiously  insulted. 
The  Spanish  governor,  direciU  cootniy 
to  special  treaties,  refused  to  refer  the  mat- 
ter to  his  sovereign;  and  maintained ba 
right  to  consider  his  Britannic  majestr'i 
servants  acting  immediately  under  his  com- 
mission, and  exerting  a  right  of  possessioQ 
under  the  sovereignty  of  Great  nritalD*  ^ 
invaders ;  and  to  treat  his  Maiestj's  shrp» 
of  war  under  the  British  flag,  lying  witha 
the  possessions,  as  interlopers. 

Thus  stands  the  act  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernor ;  done  under  pretended  est^tblitbed 
laws  of  America ;  under  the  authority  ^ 
the  Spanish  commission ;  under  the  g^ 
neral  instructions.  The  Spani^  court 
did  not  only  refuse  to  disavow  this  set, 
but  has  in  the  late  negociation  justified  it 
on  these  very  grounds.  What  they,  upoc 
the  ground  of  justice,  maintain  thej  bad 
a  right  to  do  in  general,  they  condescer.i 
upon  the  ground  of  favoiira  to  acboff* 
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ledgpvtbat  they  had  po^  gjve^  pfniticolv 
or£rs  shoujii  be  doD^  in  4iis  pfurticuibur 
instance. 

This  13- the  disaypwal  they  hay^e  made; 
andy  shame  to  our  n^ociatoirs  i  this  is  the 
disavowal  which  w/e  have  accepted.  We 
demanded  justice-— our  negpciotiofi  has 
lowered  us  to  accept  a  favour ;  and  th^^ 
favour  is  both  i|q  insult  and  a  snare- 
By  suQeriog  the  Spanish  court  to  enter 
this  position  into  any  negociation  ;^  by 
convening  with  them  an4er  ^y  such  illu- 
lory  disavowal,  our  ncgociators^  as  far  at 
In  then)  lay,  have  gone  to  acknowledge 
these  vain  >  claims ;  have  recognized  these 
rights ;  and  before  there  is  an  end  of  this 
iusiness^  they  will  find  claims  and  demands 
founded  on  this  recognition. 

His  Majesty  gave  orders,  that  they 
ihould  demand  a  disavowal  of  the  act  of 
the  Spanish  governor ;  and  declared,  he 
nrould  invariably  adhere  to  that  demand, 
rhe  disavowal  ought  to  have  gone  to  the 
putting  that  governor  in  the  predicament 
df punishment;  fori  though  it  were  be- 
Qeath  a  great  nation  to  exact  the  actual 
execution  of  such  punishment^  yet  it  was 
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honour  for  th«  violjent  tvnf  hostile  manner 
jn  wbidi  we  w^re  driven  off  that  idand, 
m^  as  soop  as  we  were  put  in  a  situatioa 
to  evacuate  it  of  our  own  motion,  it  is  ta- 
citly undeiat^kod  we  are  to  cede  it»-with* 
out  some  such  idea  as  this,  the  whole  of 
the  negotiation  is  inexplicable  and  unintel- 
ligible— ^but  taidng  this  line,  as  going  tm 
a  matter  mutually  upderstood,  the  whole 
is  plain,  definite,  and  but  of  one  conatruc^ 
tipo. 

In  like  manner,  as  the  imnouediate  opof 
ration  of  this  negociation  afiects  our  actual 
settlements  ^Ire^y  made,  so  likewise  mus^ 
its  effect  extend  itself  to  every  poesessiols 
to  every  settlement,  which  by  the  law  of 
nations  we  have  a  right  to  make. 

His  Majesty,  under  a  great  idea  of  ex* 
tending  our  commerce  and  navigation,  haa 
given  orders  for  the  making  discoveries  ia 
the  southern  parts  of  the  globe.  Diseov 
veries  have  b^en  made  in  consequence 
thereof;  and  a  right  of  possession  affixed 
thereto,  by  those  rules  which  the  law  of 
nations  arnnits  to  eive  such  right. 

Possession  in  that  form  has  been  taken 
of  land  called  George's-land.    But  if  the 


Qecessary  (in  order  to  obviate,  contravene,    doctrine  held  out  in  the  late  negociation  ia 


ind  destroy,  these  strong  pretensions  and 
daims)  that  that  act  shmild  be  considered 
IS  not  dane  or  justified  under  the  protec- 
ion  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  therefore 
18  an  act  of  criminality.  But  so  far  from 
hat,  the  negociation  has  permitted  the 
Spanish  court  to  justify  this  governor  in 
thus  cbnapiencing  hostilities,  in  execution 
>f  his  general  orders.  So  that  if  any  new 
rights  or  claims  should  arise,  or  any  new 
^rounda  could  be  given  to  old,  obsolete 
md  rejected  pretensions,  from  the  course 
}i  this  convention,  his.  Majesty's  rights  and 
possessions^  and  the  British  nav%ation, 
would  be  delivered  up  es^posed  to  such 
Spanish  claims  and  pretensions. 
.  To  permit  the  Spanish  court  to  reason 
upon  any.  such  grounds— to  admit  any 
)uch  data  in  negociatjk>n— not  to  obviate^ 
!>y  any  contravention  or  protest,  these  po- 
dtions  and  doctrines,  was,  as  far  as  was  in 
;he  power  of  ministry,  in  effiect  to  recog^ 
lize  these  claims  and  pretensions-^-lo  give 
ip  the  Bri^sh  right  to  Falkland's  Island-** 
Mid  to  disclaim  dl  right  in  us  to  make  any 
lettlemeat  in  those  .parts;  and  whatever 
may  h^  the  present  ostens3)]e  form  of  the 
^ODventipQ,  niark  well  the  end — ^it  will  end 
Dn  our  part  either  an  the  actual  cession 
^  the  iBlaodi  or  in  a  gradual  dereliction  of 
it«  Without  some  suchideaas  this;  namely, 

that  as  soon .aa  c^antioa  v  .nadetQ our 
IVQLtXVlO 


to  be  admitted  in  our  diplomatic  code,  we 
then  have  no  right  to  take  any  such  poa* 
sessions,,  under  such  discoveries  i  the  very 
act  of  occupancy,  which  ought  to  ascer*' 
tain  It,  would  become  an  act  of  invasion 
and  hostility ;  and  our  ships,  presuming  to 
navigate  in  those  parts,  on  any  such  pre« 
tence,  would  become  contrabaq^  aiul  in- 
terlopers. 

If  this  doctrine  be  admitted,  the  charter 
of  bcorporation  granted  to  the  South  Sea 
Company,  by  which  the  crown  conveyed 
to  it  a  light  of  bein^  <'  sole  owners  and 
proprietors  of  all  the  islands,  forts,  towns^ 
ana  places  which  they  shall  heretJter  difr» 
cover  within  their  limits ;  to  hold  the  same 
by  fealty  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britun,  in 
free  andf  common  socca^e;"  (9  Ann  c.  §• 
50),  is  oA  inUio  a  nulhty. — ^The  inoment 
that  the  Spanish  court,  or  any  governora 
acting  under  it,  shall  put  this  pretended 
Spanish  jurisdiction  in  actual  daim,  thci 
British  nght  would  be  annihilated. 

By  this  doctrine  (if  it  be  admitted)  the 
charter  of  the  East  India  Company  will 
also  become  boiyided  and  restricted  by 
the  Spanish  claims.  A  case  which  I  re-* 
ferred  to,  the  other  day,  when  I  wished 
to  have  the  papers  respecting  it  laid  upon 
year  table  (turning  upon  this  very  poipt) 
is  now  in  actual  agitation :  it  is  the  case 

of  .the  aettleiocat  itttaoAfid  (q  be  made. 
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upon  the  island  of  Ballsmbangan.  This 
island  is  a  dependency  of  the  domteion 
and  sovereignty  of  Zoolo;  and  was  granted 
to  the  East  India  Company  by  the  sove- 
reign thereof*  The  Spaniards  say^  that 
the  sovereign  and  dominions  of  Zoolo  are 
dependencies  of  the  province  and  audience 
of  Manilla*  When  the  East  India  Com- 
pany first  intended  to  make  a  settlement 
upon  some  of  the  islands  belonsing  to 
some  of  these  dominions,  the  arc£bnhop 
and  governor  of  Manilla,  in  the  year  1764, 
entered  a  solemn  protest  against  the  enter- 
prize,  as  an  intrusion  upon  the  Spanish 
rights  and  dominions. 

The  East  India  Company  have,  from 
that  time  to  this,  kept  a  trading  ship  in 
those  parts ;  but,  as  yet,  have  not  made 
any  actual  settlement  there.  There  is  an 
expedition  now  prepared,  and  ready  within 
a  few  days  to  proceed  to  take  possession  of 
that  island,  and  to  make  an  actual  settle- 
ment upon  it :  and  I  understand  that  his 
Majesty's  commodore  has  orders  to  pro- 
tect those  rights,  and  that  settlement.  As 
in  the  case  oif  Falkland's  island  no  notice 
has  been  taken  in  Europe,  by  either  the 
British  or  Spanish  courts,  of  what  has 
passed  between  the  East  India  company 
and  governor  of  ManiUa ;  according  to  the 
doctrine  held  by  the  court  of  Spain  in 
the  case  of  Falkland's  island,  respecting  the 
justification  of  the  governor  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  the  governor  of  Manilla  will  be 
justified  in  resisting  those  rights,  and  in 
driviuff  the  East  India  Company  by  force 
firom  tnese  possessions. 

If  he  has  (as  the  governor  of  Buenos 
Avres  had)  a  force  superior  to  what  his 
Majesty's  commodore  and  the  East  India 
company  may  have  there,  the  honour  cf 
his  Majesty's  crown,  and  the  riehts  of  his 
^people,  wfll  be  deeply  afiected-— the  ho- 
nour of  the  British  nag  will  be  again  in- 
milted. 

If  this  doctrine  be  admitted,  that  the 
4S|^iards  have  a  general  right  to  the  do- 
aninions  of  America,  except  where  we  can 
jthew  a  positive  right  of  possession,  pre- 
cisely defined  by  treaty;  the  Spani^  go- 
vernors, by  the  general  laws  or  Amenca 
'thus  admitted  under  the  general  authority 
•f  their  commission  and  mstructions  thus 
explained,  will  consider  themselves  as 
having  a  right  to  drive  us  off  bv  force 
from  e^ery  place  that  may  be  disputed, 
jmd  to  fix  on  their  own  parts  an  actual 
possession  previous  to  all  reference : 
leaving  the  British  mibject  to  seek  fiiture 
redress^    by  fiUurt    M|;Qciiaioii.    The! 


Spanish  governor  claims  a  rig^  to  oe 
foro&i-»-tbe  British  subject  has  no  n^ 
left,  but  that  of  complaint 

Let  us  now  apply  this  doctrine  tttlie 
actual  case  of  the  boundary  of  the  FI0- 
ridas.  The  western  limits  of  Westfl»> 
rida,  which  now  bound  upon  the  Spanii 
dominions,  are,  by  the  7th  aitide  of  tbe 
peace  of  Paris,  described  by  a  line  dnvii 
along  the  middle  of  the  river  Mnsaappi 
firom  its  source,  to  the  river  Ibbervie; 
and  firom  thence  by  a  line  drawnakxig 
the  middle  of  that  river,  and  the  iafai 
Maurepas  and  Poncfaartrain,  to  Aeset: 
and  in  consequence  of  that,  the  Fnoch 
ceded  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  every 
thing  which  they  possessed  or  oogbt  to 
possess  on  the  left  side  of  the  MisittGipiii; 
except  the  town  of  New  Orieans,  and  tk 
island  in  which  it  is  situated.  I  dare  ssf 
everybody  who  hears  me  (hsvmtbeeo 
accustomed  to  take  a  map  the  righted 
upwards,)  does  understand  by  ue  kft 
the  western  side  of  the  river.  Botanr 
negodators,  who  treated  with  the  map  tbc 
wrong  end  upwards,  understood  the  eastern 
to  be  on  the  left  side  of  the  river. 

The  commission  to  the  govenor  tf 
Florida  marks  the  boundary  of  that  pr^ 
vince  to  the  westward,  by  the  lake  ron- 
chartrain,  die  lake  Maurepas,  aodthemer 
Mississippi.— Under  these  indefinite  de* 
scriptions,  let  us  consider  what  the  stitt 
of  this  boundary,  between  the  Spamsbiad 
British  dominions,  is. 

In  the  first  place,  the  line  of  denttib* 
tion  runs  along  the  river  Missisrippi,  and 
the  river  Ibberville ;  and  yet  every  thpg 
to  the  left  of  the  Mississippi,  except  Kev 
Orleans  and  its  island,  is  ceded  to  Gretf 
Britain.  There  are  many  other  islaodi  a 
the  left  of  the  river  Missismpi,  whidi  ait 
on  the  right  of  diis  line  or  demarkatkn, 
and  which  consequently  lie  between  these 
two  lines. — Will  any  one  sav  that  tin 
treaty  of  Pbris  does  in  any  definicevaf 
ascertain  to  whom  these  belong  ?  the  coa- 
mission  to  the  governor  takes  no  notice  a 
them ;  and  yet  undoubtedly,  by  thewbde 
tenor  and  purport  of  diat  treaty,  they  do 
belong  to  Great  Britain :  they  are  actually 
by  that  treaty  ceded  to  Great  BritaiB; 
and  yet  thev  are,  in  the  languageof  thtf 
treaty,  on  the  right  hand  side  of  thetiaeff 
demarkation;  or  in  the  livigosge  of  oflo- 
mon  sense,  to  the  westward  aad  aeoto* 
westward  of  that  line.  . 

Now  many  cases  may  arise  kiwhidi' 
mav  become  necessary  to  take  f^^^ 
make  jn^tl^enls  on  aooie  of  tketeiiiv^ 
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3  order  to  maintein  <(to  die  foil  of  oar 
ight)  the  aetual  exercise  and  enjojjrment 
f  the  navigation  of  the  river  MlniBsippi. 
lie  momeat  that  we  should  do  so*  if  such 
ost  or  settlement  should  become  an  obr 
»ct  of  jealousy  to  the  Spanish  governor  at 
lew  Orleans,  he  would  undoubtedly, 
nder  the  influence  and  authority  of  the 
octrine  as  above  explained,  resist  such 
»Ulement, .  and  drive  us  from  such  posts, 
uoting  against  us  our  admission  of  the 
eneral  x>rders,  supported  in  the  aego« 
iation  relative  to  Falkland's  island ;  and 
saving  us  to  make  out  by  treaty  our  pre- 
ise  and  actual  right  to  the  territory 
hereon  we  made  such  settlements.  Are 
len  his  Maiestv's  r^hts  and  possessions 
3cured  bf  this  late  negociiition  and  con- 
ention  i  Are  they  not,  on  the  contrary, 
ctually  exposed,  and  liable  to  be  dis- 
irbed,  unaer  these  Spanish  claims  and 
retensions  ? 
This  doctrine,  thus  explained,  applies 

I  like  manner  to  the  eastern  boundaries  of 
lorida.  His  Catholic  majesty^  by  the 
0th  article  of  the  same  treaty,  ^'  cedes 
nd  guarantees  to  his  Britannic  majesty 
lorida,  with  all  that  Sp^in  possesses  on 
le  continent  of  North  America,  to  the 
ast  or  to  the  south  east  of  the  river  Mis- 
issippi ;  and  in  general  every  thing  that  de- 
enas  onthe«aiacountry  and  land^with  the 
3vereignty,  property,  and  possession  of  all 
ights  acquired  by  treaties  or  otherwise, 
^hich  the  Catholic  king  and  crown  of 
Ipain  have  had  till  now  over  the  said 
ountries,  lands,  places,  and  their  inhahi- 
ants. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  purport 
nd  spirit  of  this  treaty  went  to  the  cediog 

II  islands  adjacent  to  and  connected  with 
tiis  province :  and  jet  as  the  language  of 
(lis  treaty  does,  in  other  parts,  where 
;laods  are  ceded,  actually  mention  and 
pecify  them;  as  in  the  fourth  article, 
^here  Canada  with  all  its  lands,  islands, 
nd  coasts,  and  with  all  that  depends  on 
iiose  lands,  islands,  and  coasts,  is  ceded ; 
an  any  one  say,  whether  precisely  and 
efinitively,  the  islands,  which  form  the 
outhern  point  of  Cape  Florida,  are  now 
be  actual  property-ox  Great  Britain  ? 

In  Hke  manner,  as  I  said  before  of  the 
western  boundaries  of  Florida,  so  I  will  re- 
nark  upon  these ;  that  many  cases  may  arise 
therein  it  may  become  peculiarly  proper 
0  take  posts  and  make  settlements  on  some 
f  those  islands.  It  is  known  to  all  naviga- 
ors,  that  to  ships  coming  out  of  the  Gu^h 
tf  Mexico  into  the  Atlantic,  the.only  pas* 


sage  is  through  the  Gulph  of  Florida ;  and 
that  the  Havannah,  lying  on  the  eastern  or 
south  eastern  entrance  of  this  Crulph,  does 
in  a  great  measure  hold  a  command  over, 
this  navi^ion.  There  may  come  times, 
from  various  circumstances,  when  it  may 
be  not  only  proper  but  even  necessary,  for 
the  protection  of  our  commerce,  and  for 
the  maintaining  the  communication  be- 
tween our  provinces,  to  counteract  and 
guard  ourselves  against  any  command 
which  may  intercept  the  free  navigation  of 
those  seas.  Under  such  circumstances, 
were  we  to  make  anv  settlements,  or  take 
post  on  anv  of  the  islands  here  referred  to, 
and  should  the  doctrine,  held  forth  by  Uie 
Spaniards  in  this  negociation,  be  admitted 
to  influence  and  operate  to  the  extent  to 
which  they  claim,  the  Spanish  governor  of 
the  Havannah  would,  in  like  manner  as  the 
governor  of  Buepos  Ayres  did,  find  him- 
self  justified  under  his  oath  of  office,  his 
eeneral  instructions,  and  their  established 
laws  of  America,  in  driving  us  off  by  force 
from  lands  and  territories  to  which  we 
could  not  make  out  a  defined  right  of  pos- 
session. 

If  this  doctrine  be  admitted  that  Spain 
has  a  general  right  to  the  dominions  of 
America,  except  where  we  can  shew  a  po- 
sitive, precise,  and  defined  right  of  posses- 
sion ;  and  if  this  doctrine  thus  explained  is 
to  be  applied  to  our  rights  in  the  bay  of 
Honduras,  the  rights  of  the  British  subject 
dwelling  there,  for  the.  purpose  of  cutting 
logwood,  are  held  under  the  arbitrary  in- 
terpretation which  a  Spanish  governor 
may  give  to  those  general  laws  of  America 
as  recognized  by  this  convention,  and  not 
under  the  spirit  of  the  treaties  by  which 
we  had  those  rights  confirmed  to  us :  and 
that  cause  and  question  which  has  been  so 
xQBJaj  years  agitated,  and  which  was  the 
source  of  the  war  of  the  year  1739,  is 
again  (notwithstanding  the  caution  taken 
in  the  treaty  of  Paris )  opened  to  all  its 
mischievous  consequences. 

The  coaVse  and  dangerous  tendency  of 
this  negotiation ;  the  claim  of  an  exclusive 
American  navigation  to  the  southward  of 
the  equator;  the  inadmbsible  pretence 
that  we  have  no  right  to  sail  or  navigate 
in  those  parts,  without  the  licence  and  per- 
mission of  his  Catholic  majesty,  was  in  all 
form,  both  of  warning  and  denunciation, 
acted  upon  by  the  Spanish  governor  and 
commander;  it  was  exerted  as  a  right, 
being  neither  contravened  nor  protested 
af^inst  in  the  negociation:  it  stands  recog- 
nized as  far  as  d^  conduct  of  our  ministers 


1399]       11  6E0R6E  UL        Debate  m  (S(n>6jwr  PimiBmi  MatUm        [1400 

#lttt  all  tfae  Brifttk  MtMMMbOTe  frm 


could  give  it  force ;  tod  that  gi^at  80drc6 
of  war  between  the  crowns  of  Great  Bri- 
tain  and  Spain  h  therefore  by  this  loego- 
ciation  again  laid  open  in  its  ntittoet  extent, 
after  having  been  settled  and  determined 
almost  a  hundred  years  ago. 

IF  I  was  asked  what  answer  I  woold  give 
to  those  Spanish  dainte  founded  on  a  i^ht 
at  least  as  good  as  any  other  nation  can 
shew,  I  would  not  hurt  this  cause  by  giving 
an  answer  derived  from  my  own  opmion^ 
which  could  have  little  weight  in  such  a 
case,  but  I  will  hold  forth  to  our  present 
ministers,  the  language  which  the  British 
ministry  itself,  in  similar  circumstances, 
found  It  necessanr  to  hold,  and  therefore 
held ;  and  which  1  believe  will  be  an  ans- 
wer, not  only  from  its  authority  but  from 
its' reason,  not  very  easily  refuted :  I  take 
it  from  the  memorials  that  passed  between 
the  courts  of  Great  Britain  and  France, 
concerning  the  island  of  St  Lucie,  and 
it  is  to  this  very  point,  as  follows : 

It  would  be  a  very  extraordinary  and 
dangerous  doctrine  and  example,  If  it 
shoidd  be  admitted,  that  the  bare  inser- 
tion of  general  words  and  descriptions  of 
any  general  patitude,  into  any  instrument 
of  government,  should  (according  to  the 
law  of  nations^  convey  to  any  people  a 
right  in  all  sucii  lands  and  territories  un- 
foreseen and  undiscovered  by  that  people 
at  that  time,  as  should  afterwards  be  ens- 
covered  and  settled  by  other  nations  in 
the  same  latitude.  Happily  for  the  peace 
of  mankind  the  law  of  nations  has  pro- 
vided against  such  uncertainty  by  marking 
out  to  us  what  act  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
such  possession  as  confers  a  right.* 

If  it  should  be  said,  that  however  just 
my  reasoning  would  be,  if  the  ground 
whereon  I  state  it  did  exist  in  fact,  yet 
that  it  is  in  the  very  ground  of  it  with- 
out foundation :  that  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment does  neither  give,  nor  do  we  ac- 
knowledge them  as  giving,  in  this  case, 
any  other  powers  and  instructions  than 

*  Regulare  est,  ut  occupalio  rerum  mobilium 
fiat  msDibos,  renim  soli  pedibus,  Tidisse  autem 
tantum  aut  scire  quid  sit,  noodam  ad  posses- 
■ioneni  snfficere  jndicatnr. 

PafTend.  lib.  4.  §.  6. 

Primus  aoquirendi  modas,  qui  juris  geouom 

a  Romaois  dicitur,  est  occopatio  eorum  qQ« 

nullius  sunt.  Grotius,  lib.  S.  o.  S. 

insula  quee  in  mari*  nata  est  (quod  rar6  ac- 

eidit)  occupautis  sit,  nullius  enim  esse  crediUir. 

InstituU.  lib.  tit.  1.  §.  39. 

*  Priority  of  disoovery  makes  the  same  case. 


nmt  m  the  Btimk  ^m^aoit 
tfadr  aofere^tt,  tMomfi  to  9p{^ 
sion,  to  remove  tisurpations,  aM  to  repd 
i^tvanons.  IwiB,iiihopestiiatttnd0artBd 
reasott  oun^ilBeet  in  this  atguiucliC,  marktfae 
essential  diAfenoe  between  an  instnmat 
of  eovermneiit whicfa  is  given fbrilie  ndiig 
and  protecting  a  right  akead jr  ^^^tiabng. 
and  an  instrument  of  govenunetttfbnaed 
expretely  to  create  a  right.  Tiie  powen 
and  instructions  of  -the  Britiah  goffefnoif 
operate  only  where  there  is  aa  netoal  pos- 
session founded  upon  undoubted  -  and  a^ 
knowledged  right ;  buttbeposrersaBdia- 
stnictions  of  the  Spannh  fo^entom  gaio 
the  creating  of  supposed  n^Kts  mererr  by 
thdir  being  inserted  in  their  commisaoD ; 
without  any  of  those  acts  of  dfiscovery  nsi 
occupancy  whidi  the  law  of  nations  h» 
fixed  as  the  acts  whicb  create  a  real  r^^ 
Their  instructions  go  to  the  exertiag  of 
power  and  force  in  support  of  audi  aa^ 
posed  rights,  where  there  is  net,  in  6ct, 
any  actual  right  at  all ;  or  where  notkmg 
yet  has  been  done  according  to  the  law  ti 
nations  to  take  it  out  of&pute.  If  die 
force  of  this  distinction  is  not  acknow- 
ledged, then  it  is  not  only  admitted  in  ne- 
gociation,  but  avowed  in  debate  here  abo^ 
that  the  Spanish  rights  extend  to  the  M 
extent  of  their  daims,  and  that  their  ju- 
risdiction ought  in  right,  as  it  did  in  tini 
case  in  fact,  to  operate  to  the  fnfl  of  tUr 
powers  and  instructions;  and  is  r^ialy 
founded  in  the  establuhed  lawa  of  Ame- 
rica. 

Upon  the  whole,  his  Majesty'a  nmiislen 
having  neither  objected  to,  nor  contn- 
vened ;  having  neither  protested  against, 
not  even  demanded  an  explanation  «^ 
these  claims  and  pretensions ;  but  fanving 
suffered  the  court  of  Spain  to  argue  the 
principle  upon  which  thejr  are  biiOt,  aod 
to  justify  their  ^vemors  in  SKttng  under 
them,  these  ministers  have  acknowledged, 
and  submitted  to,  dangerous  poaitioiis  md 
destructive  doctrines ;  have  expoaed,  af 
far  as  tl.eir  ne|[ociation  could  do»  hia  Ma- 
jesty's rights  and  possessions ;  and  render- 
ed them  liable  to  be  distmbed  oo  sock 
pretiendons. 

If  it  were  in  my  wishes  or  intentiocs  to 
go  into  matter  of  crimination,  the  enxmd 
on  whicfa  this  buriness  stands  wooU  sup- 
port me.  But  in  the  ntuation  in  which 
this  country  is,  every  wdl-wisher  to  it  wiO 
rather  aim  to  prevent  or  remedj  evik, 
than  to  inflame  the  sense  of  men  i^anst 
them ;  would  rather  choose  a  naeasnre  of 
reme^i  which  may  mute  us  in  the  inte> 
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rest  of  our  country,  than  an^  thing  which 
is  TiodictiYe«  that  wodid  divide  and  dis- 
tract.  The  motion  therefore  which  I  shall 
take  the  liberty  to  make,  marking  the  de« 
feet,  points  solely  to  the  remedy,  is,- 

<<  That  in  the  late  Negociation  with  the 
court  of  Spain  concerning  Falkland's 
island,  his  Majesty's  ministers,  having 
neelected  to  demand  an  explanation  of  the 
oath  of  office  taken  by  the  Spanish  go- 
vernors in  America,  their  genend  orders, 
and  the  established  laws  of  America, 
under  which  Uiese  governors  pretend  to 
act,  and  under  which  the  court  of  Spain 
doth  pretend  to  justify  them  in  commenc- 
ing hostilities ;  his  Majesty's  rights  and 
possessions  in  America  remain  thereby 
exposed  and  liable  to  be  disturbed  by  the 
said  governors,  under  pretence  of  such 
oath  oi  office,  their  general  orders,  and 
the  established  laws  of  America." 

Mr.  Darner  seconded  the  motion,  by  ob- 
serving, that  the  gentlemen  who  could  not 
join  in  the  Address  of  satisfaction  upon 
the  late  negociation,  did  not  wish  for  war ; 
but  anxious  for  an  honourable,  safe  and 
lasting  peace,  and  thinking  both  the  ho- 
nour of  the  crown,  and  the  rights  of  the 
nation  deeply  affected  by  the  dishonour- 
able and  dangerous  conditions  which  the 
ministers  had  submitted  this  country  to, 
by  this  convention,  could  not  but  express 
their  utter  disapprobation  of  it.    Aim  al- 
though they  could  never  rest  satisfied  with, 
or  think  the  nation  and  its  rights  secure 
under  this  convention,  yet  they  wished, 
and  would  most  studiously  unite  to  ren- 
der peace  as  secure  as  possible,  by^  doine 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  rectify  and 
remedy  its  defects ;  and  that  as  he  was  con- 
vincedy  on  how  dangerous  a  ground  it  now 
stood,  standing  on  the  rotten  basis  of  this 
convention,  he  could  not  but  join  in  mark- 
ing out  that  danger,  and  wished  it  to  be 
marked  by  this  House,  in  the  resolution 
proposed,  that  it  might  turn  the  eyes  of 
the  ministers,  in  whose  hapds  the  business 
now  was,  to  some  remedy;  and  added, 
that  if,  in  the  progress  of  this  business, 
they  should  still  continue  to  neglect  this, 
it  would  become  necessary  for  the  House 
to  apply,  by  an  address  to  his  Majesty, 
and  to  pray  him  to  give  his  directions -to 
tiieni  for  that  purpose. 

Mr*  fFoedf  imagining  that  that  official 


part  of  ministry  in  which  he  had  acted  un* 
der  lord  Weymouth  was  arraigned,  rose 
up  to  justify  the  proceedings  of  that  office, 
and  confined  himself  chiefly  to  that  point ; 
but  entered  not  into  the  question.  The 
ministers  sat  silent.  The  fhends  of  minis* 
try  calling  for  the  question,  the  Speaker 
rose  up  to  put  it. 

Mr.  Doondnwell  here  rose,  and  congra- 
tulated the  House  that  itwasgoiiigtogive 
an  unanimous  consent  to  so  proper  a  reso- 
lution ;  for  as  nothing  was  objected  to  it, 
he  must  suppose  they  assented  to  it.  But 
if,  on  the  contrary,  they  meant  to  sive  a 
negative,  he  called  upon  them,  either  to 
deny  the  facts,  to  refute  the  argument,  or 
show  that  the  conclusion  was  not  fairly 
and  truly  deduced.  He  then,  for  their  in- 
formation, and  to  point  their  judgment, 
recapitulated  the  principal  parts  of  the  ar- 
gument— Tlie  nunisters  persevered  in  si- 
lence; but 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  rose  and  said,  that  the 
argument  was  just,  and  the  conclusion 
right,  if  the  facts  on  which  it  was  grounded 
were  true ;  but  there  was  no  such  &ct  ia 
existence,  as  that  the  Spanish  court  did 
refuse  to  blame  their  governor,  or  did  jus- 
tify him,  as  acting  under  the  establisned 
laws  of  America,  his  oath  of  office,  or  his 
general  orders;  and  took  the  part  to  as- 
sert, that  the  court  of  Spain  disavowed 
their  governor.' 

Mr.  T.  Totctuhend  reminded  him,  that 
they  refused  to  disavow  their  governor^ 
but  iustified  him,  and  put  his  justification 
on  the  established  laws  of  America,  and 
his  general  orders ;  that  our  ministry  ac- 
quiesced in  this  i^round,  and  took  the  sa- 
tisfaction on  their  disavowing,  that  they 
ever  gave  any  particular  orders  about  this 
particular  expedition.  He  then  desired 
them  to  remember,  that  instead  of  being 
disavowed,  he  was  approved,  honoured, 
and  rewarded. 

After  some  further  debate,  the  House 
divided:  tlie  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 


Noes    jMr.Charle.Fox    -    O 
^Mr.  Cooper      .    -    •  J 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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